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Chronologt  of  ''The  Parlianentart  Debatss." 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY  contains  M  that  can  be  oolkrted  of  the  LagulaUro 
ffistory  of  this  conntoy  from  the  Conqnest  to  the  eloee  of  the  XVIIIth  Centorv  (1908),  36  rols. 
The  cmef  sooroes  whence  these  Debater  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  History,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  Sinnmds  lySwes'  Jonmal ;  Debates  of  the  Commons  in  1620  and  1621 ;  Chandler  and 
Timberiand's  Debates,^  vols. ;  Grey's  Debates  of  the  Com^lon^  from  1667  Co  1604, 10  vols. ; 
AimoQ's  Debates,  24  vols. ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwicke  Papers ;  Debates  in 
Pktfliament  by  Dr.  Johnson,  &c.,  &c 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 

set  forth  in  the  foUowing  Chronologioal  Table  :- 

— 

' 

HISTORY. 

(Sixth  Parliamknt.) 

OOHQXTBST  to  S4  GBO.  IL-1066to  1760. 

Vol. 

39  &  40...59  G»o.  in. 

1819 

__„ 

41     60           —        ...   1819-20 

VoL  1  to  15,  1  Will.  I.  to  84  Geo.  II. 

1066-1760 

SmvWSm^m. 

BBIQN  OF  QEOROB  IIL-1780  to  IfflD. 

BaOK  OF  OBOSOE  lY.-lSEO  to  1890. 

VoL  15  to  35, 1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 

1760-1800 

(Skvsnth  Pabuamint.) 

Vol 

1  to  3...  1  6»o.  rv. 

1820 

(First  Parltament.) 

4  &    5...  2         —       

1821 

Vol  35    41  Geo.  IIL.... 

....1801 
....1802 

— 

6—    7...  3         — 

8—    9...  4         —       

1822 

—   36    42        —      .... 

1823 

-,. 

10  —  11...  5         —       

1824 

(Second  Parliament.) 
Vol  36    42  Geo.  Ill 

..1802-3 

— 

12  —  13...  6         —       

14  —  16...  7         —       

(ElOHIH  Paruakint.) 

.1825-6 
.    1826 

DEBATES. 

Vol. 

16  7Gw).  rv. 

.    1826 

Pint  Strha. 

17    8        —      

.    1827 

_ 

18  &  19...  9        —      

.    1828 

(Sicoin>  Paruament— «on<tnu«d.) 

.... 

20— 21. ..10        —      

.    1829 

Vol    1    &    2...44  Gw).  in..... 

..1803-4 

— 

22to25...11         —      

.    1830 

—      3  to    6...46         —      .... 

..    1805 

—     6  &    7.. .46         —       .... 

..    1806 

ThM  Series. 

(Thibd  Pabuamknt.) 

BEION  OF  WILLIAM  IV.-18»  to  18S7. 

VoL    8  &    9.. .47    Qto.m 

..1806-7 

(Ninth  Paruakint.) 

Vol. 

1   to   3...  1  WiLLlV. 

.1830-1 

(Fourth  Parlumknt.) 

ToL    9  to  11.  ..48    G»o.  m 

-  12  — 14...49         —      .... 

—  15  — 17...50         —      .... 

..1807-8 
..    1809 
..    1810 

(Tenth  Paruamsnt.) 

VoL 

4  to   8...  2  Wiix.  IV.  

.  1831 

—    18  — 20...51         —      ... 

1810-11 

~-~ 

9 —  14...  3        — 

.  1832 

—    21  —  23.. .52         —      .... 

..    1812 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

(FlITH   PARI.IAM1NT.) 

VoL 

16  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 

1833 

VoL  24  to  26...53  Gbo.  IIL  ... 

1812-13 

— 

21  —  26...  5         —      

1834 

-  27  &  28...54        —      ... 

—  29  to  31. ..55        —      ... 

1813-14 
1814-15 

(Twelfth  Parliaxemt.) 

-  32  — 34.. .56        —      .... 

..    1816 

VoL 

26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV. 

18S6 

—   36  &  36...57         —      .... 

..    1817 



31— 36...  7         —      

1836 

_   S7_S8...68        —      .... 

..    1818 

— 

86—  38...  8        —      

a2 

1837 
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BEiaK  OF  VICTOBIA-18S7  to  1901. 

(Thirteenth  Paruament.) 
Vol.  39  to  44...  1  Victoria  ......1838 

—  45—  50...  2        —         1839 

—  61  —  55...  3        —        1840 

—  56—  58...  4        —  (a)  1841 

(Fourteenth  Paruament.) 

,Vol.  69    4  Victoria  (b)  1841 

—  60  to  65...  5  —    1842 

—  66—  71...  6  -    1843 

—  72-^  76...  7  —    1844 

—  77—  82...  S  —    1845 

_  83—  88...  9  —    1846 

—  89  —  94.. .10  —  (a)  1847 

(Fifteenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.    95   10ViCTX)RlA  (b)1847 

^     96  to  101.  ..11        —        1848 

—  102— 107. ..12        —         1849 

u-    108  —113.. .13        —        1850 

—  114— 118.. .14        —         1851 

—  119— 122.. .15        —  (a)  1852 

(Sixteenth  Paruament.) 

Vol.  123    15  ViCTX)RlA  (b)  1852 

—  124  to  129.. .16         -        1853 

—  130— 135.. .17        —        1854 

—  136— 139.. .18        —         1855 

—  140— 143.. .19        —         1856 

—  144    20        —  (a)  1857 

(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  145  to  1 47 ... 20  ViCTX)RlA     (b)  1 857 

—  148— 151  ..21         —         1858 

—  152— 153.. .22        —  (a)  1859 

(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 

VoL  154  to  155... 22  Victoria  (b)  1859 

—  156— 160.. .23  —        I860 

—  161  —164.. .24  —        1861 

—  165— 168.. .25  —         1862 

—  169— 172.. .26  —        1863 

—  173— 176. ..27  —        1864 

—  177— 180.. .28  —        1865 

(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

VoL  181  to  184.. .29  ViCTORU 1866 

—  185— 189.. .30        —        1867 

—  190— 193.. .31        —        ...1867-8 

(Twentieth  Parliament.) 

VoL  194  to  198.. .32  Victoria  ...  1868-9 

—  199— 203.. .33        —  1870 

—  204— 208.. .34        —  1871 

—  209— 213.. .35        —  1872 

^   214— 217. ..36        —  1873 


(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 

VoL  218  to  221. ..37  Victoria     1874 

-.  222— 226.. .38  —    1876 

—  227— 231. ..39  —    1876 

—  232— 236.. .40  —    1877 

_  237— 242.. .41  —    1878 

—  243— 249.. .42  —  ...1878-9 

—  250  &  251... 43  —  (a)  1880 

(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 

VoL  252  to  256.. .43  Victoria  (b)  1880 

—  267— 265.. .44  —    1881 

—  266  —273... 45  ~  (a)  1882 

—  274  &  275.. .45  —  (b)  1882 

—  276  to283...46  —    1883 

—  284— 292.. .47  —    1884 

—  293— 301. ..48  —  ...1884-6 

(Twenty-Third  Parliament.) 
VoL  302  to  307.. .49  Victoria     (a)  1886 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament.) 

VoL  308  &  309...49  ViCTORU  (b)  1886 

—  310to321...50        —        1887 

—  322— 332.. .51         —         1888 

_   333— 340.. .52        —        1889 

_   341  —348.. .63        —        1890 

_   349— 356.. .54         -  ...1890-1 

Pourtb  ScrieM. 

(Twenty-Fourth  Parliament — coni,) 
VoL      1  to     6.. .55  Victoru  1892 

(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 

VoL     7    56  Victors 1892 

—  8  to  21. ..57        —        ...  1893-4 

—  22—  29.. .57         —         1894 

_     30—  35.. .58        —        1895 

(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 
VoL   36    59  Victoria  1895 

—  37  to  44. ..59        —        ...  1895-6 

-.      45—  52.. .60        —         1897 

_     53  _  65. ..61         —         1898 

_     66—  76.. .62        —         1899 

—  77    63        —         1899 

_     78—  83. ..63        —         1900 

—  84    ...    63&64    —         1900 

—  85—  87. ..64        —         1900 

(Twenty-Seventh  Paruament.) 
VoL  88  64  Victoria     1900 

BBIGK  OF  EDWARD  VII. 

(Twenty-Seventh  Paruament— c(m/.) 
VoL   89  1  Edward  VIL...1901 

—  90  to  100    1        —  ...1901 

—  101     ...     1  &2    —  ...1902 

—  102  to  117    2        —  ...1902 

—  118  to  128    3        —  ...1903 

—  129  to  133    4        —  ...1904 
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fflS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 
OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE    CABINET. 

Prime  Bfimster  &nd  Urat  Lord  of  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Aatudb  J.  Balfoub. 

L(ud  Pk«eident  of  the  Gounoil  aod  Frendent  of  the  Board  of  Eduoation — —Most  Hon.  the  Marquess 

of  LoHBOimssBY,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbubt. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Foreign  Affairs ^Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowkb,  K.Q. 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  A  AKnts-DouoLAS,  M.P. 

Colonial Rt.  Hon.  Aohbd  Ltttbi/tok,  M.P. 

War ^Rt.  Hon.  H.  O.  Abnold-Fobstbb»  M.P. 

India Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  Johk  Bbodbiok,  M.P. 

Ghanoellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt  Hon.  J.  Austb5  Chambbblatk,  M.P. 

First  Lotd  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  2$blbobnb. 

Lord  CSiancellor  of  Ireland^ Rt.  Hon.  Lord  AsHBOUBifB. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Gbbald  W.  Balfottb,  M.'P. 

Postmaster-Qeneral Rt  Hon.  Lord  Staituet,  M.P. 

Secretary  for  Scotiand Rt.  Hon.  A.  Gbaham  Mobbay,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board Rt.  Hon.  Waltbb  H.  Long,  M.P. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow. 

Cbief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Gbobob  Wyndham,  M.P. 

Lord  Privy  Seal ^Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of  Sausbitby. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Plurliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Sir  A.  Aoland-Hood,  Bt,  M.P. . 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Viotob  Cavbndish,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Secretary  of  the  Bout!  of  Education Sir  William  AirsoN,  M.P. 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty E.  G.  Pbbtyman,  Esq.,  M.P. 

(  LoBD  Baloabbbs,  M.P. 
Lords  of  the  Treasury \  Hon.  Ailwyk  Fbllowbs,  M.P. 

[  H.  W.  F0B8TBB,  Esq.,  M.P. 

(Admiral  Lord  W.  T.  Kbbb,    K.C.B.       «-    , 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  C.  C.  Dbuby,  K.C.S.L^ 
Rear-Admiral  W.  H.  May,  M.V.O. 
Rear-Admiral  John  Dubntobd,  G.B.,  D.S.O. 
'  Thb  Sbobbtaby  of  Statb  roB  Wab  [in  the  Cabinet}, 
Lt-Gen.  Sir  N.  G.  Lyttblton,  K.C  B. 
Major-General  C.  W.  H.  Dottolas. 
Major-General  H.  C.  O.  Plumbb,  C.B. 

ArmyCooncil /  Major-General  Sir  J.  W.  Murbay,  K.C.B. 

Thb  Undbb-Sbobbtaby  or  Statb  fob  Wab. 
Thb  FnrAKoiAL  Sbgbvtaby  to  thb  Wab  Offiob. 

Secretary,    Thb  PsBMANBirr  Undbb-Sbcbbtaby  of  Statb  fob  Wab  (0)L  Sir 
I         R  W.  D.  Wabd,  K.C.B.). 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Abthub  H.  Lbb,  Esq.,  M.P. 

PteliameQtary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Earl  Pbbgy,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretory,  Home  Office Hon.  T.  H.  Coghbanb,  M.P. 

Pteliameatary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office— His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Mablbobouoh. 

Parliamentary  Secretory,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  ot  Habdwiokb. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office Rt.  Hon.1Barl  of  Donoughmobb. 

Psrfiameotary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade ^A.  Bonab  Law,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Pariiam^itary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board J.  GbaktLawson,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Financial  Senetary,  War  Office— — W.  Bbomlby  Davbnpobt,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Attomey-Geoeral Sir  R.  B.  Futlay,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Solieitor'General Rk  Hon.  Sir  £.  Cabson,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudlby. 

The  Lord  Advocate-— 0.  Soott  Diokson,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Chaneellcw  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Walbond,  Bt.,  M.P. 
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OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

Judge  Advocate-Genend Rt.  Hon.  Sit  F.  H.  jEfTNi,  K.C.B.,  President  Probate,  Divorce,  and 

Admiralty  Division. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  CLARENDON. 

Vice-Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Lord  WoLVERTON. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Psmbbokb  and  Montgombry,  G.C. V.O. 

Master  of  the  Horse His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C.  V.O. 

Paymaster  General Sir  Savile  Crossley,  St.,  M.V.O.,  M.P. 

Comptroller  of  the  Hoosehold Visoount  Valbntia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household The  Marquess  of  Hamilton,  M.P. 

Captain  Yeomen  of  the  Guard— Rt.  Hon.  £arl  Waldboravb. 
/Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Kintorb,  G.C.M.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Barl  of  Denbigh. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Cmurguill,  K.C.V.O. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Howb. 

Rt.  Hon.  Ix>rd  Lawrbncb. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bagot. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Soffield,  G.C.V.O.,  K.C.B. 
^  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kenton. 


Lords-in- Waiting— H 


SCOTLAND. 

Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal Rt  Hon.  A.  Graham  Murray. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt  Hon.  Lord  KINROS.S. 

Lord  Advocate Rt  Hon.  C.  Soott  Dickson,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kimburgh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Roister His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Levbn  and  Milville. 

Solicitor-General David  Dundas,  Esq.,  K.C. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt  Hon«  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Lord  Chancellor Rt  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Chief  Secretary  and  Keeper  of  Privy  Seal Rt  Hon.  George  Wtndham,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Sir  ANTONY  McDonnell,  G.C.S.L 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction President :  The  Rt  Hon.  the  CHlEr 

Sbcrvtart  for  Ireland  ;  Vice-President :  Rt  Hon.  Horace  Plunkett. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  K.C,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General J.  H.  M.  Campbell,  Esq.,  K.C.,  M.P. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt  Hon.  Earl  of  Morlet. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Sir  Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  K.CB. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliamenu  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  £.  P.  Thbsioer,  C.B. 

Readinff-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees Edward  Hall  Aldrrson»  Esq. 

Counseftn  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk  and  Cietk  of  PnbUc  Bills ^A.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerks 

Peers*  Printed  Paper  Office C.  L.  Anstruther,  Esq. 

Principal   Clerk,   Judicial   Department,    and   Taxing   Officer  of  Judicial   Costa J.    F. 

Skene,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees J.  F.  Syv ONS  Jetnb,  Esq. 

Other  Clerks W.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Esq. ;  Hon.  A.  McDonnell  ;  A.  H.   Robinson, 

Esq.  (Clerk  of  Private  Bills) ;  H.  P.  St.  John.  Esq. ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Esq. ;  Hon.  E.  A. 

Stonor  ;  H.    J.   F.   Badelbt,   Esq.  ;   C.   HEADr.AH,   Esq. ;  J.  B.   Hotham,  Esq.  ;   E.  C. 

Vigors,  Esq. ;  A.  Tennyson.  Esq.  ;  and  G.  D.  Luard,  Esq. 
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HOUSE  OP  COMMONS :  TUESDAY,  12th  APRIL.  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS.  Page 

Birkdale  Improvement  Bill. — Read  the  third  time,   and  passed.    [New 

Title.]  I 

Brizham  Qta  Bill. — Soothill  Nether  Urban  District  Tramways  Bill ;   South 

end-on-Sea  Oas  Bill.    Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 1 

Acton  Improvement  Bill. — Aa  amended  considered;  to  be  read  the  third 

time  1 

Charing;  Cross,  Eoston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill.~As  amended, 
considered ;  a  clause  added ;  Amenoments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time  1 

Colney  Hatch  Oas  BilL — As  amended,  considered;    to  be  read  the  third 

ume  ••         ..         ••         »«         ••  ••         .•         ..         •.        1 

Barnr  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  etc.)  Bill  [Lords].— Ipswich  Dock 
Commission  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [Lords] ; 
New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Company  Bill  [Lords] ;   Tyne 
mouth  Gas  Bill  [Lords].    Read  a  second  time,  and  committed     . .         .  •        I 

Crystal  Palace  District  Oas  BiU  (by  Order).— Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed  2 

I     Lincolnshire  and  Torkshire  Electric  Power  Bill.— Order  [12th  February], 
}  that  the  Bill  be  committed,  read,  and  discharged  ;   Bill  withdrawn. — (Mr. 

CaldweU.)  :.        2 

Strabane^  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway  Bill.— Petition  for  additional 
;  Provision  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  • .         •  •        2 
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Tottenham  Improvement  Bill. — ^Petition  for  additional  Provision  ;   referred 

to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills        . .         2 

Railway  Bills  (Group  No.  5). — Ordered,  That  William  Nisbet  Blair,  Horace 
Bantick  and  John  Monk  do  attend  the  Committee  on  Qroup  No.  5  of  Rail- 
way Bills  on  Thursday,  14th  April,  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock 2 

PETITIONS. 

BsBft  Houses. — ^Petition  from  Newport  (Monmouthshire),  for  alteration  of 

Law  J   to  lie  upon  the  Table 3 

Blbctric  Lightino  (London)  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Bermondsey,  against 
(praying  to  be  heard  by  Counsel) :  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Bill         3 

XiiOENCiss  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Iver ;  East- 
bourne; Carlisle;  OiUingham ;  Buxton;  Idle;  Cable  Street;  Cheadle 
Hulme  ;  Arbroath ;  Market  Lavington ;  Exeter ;  Kirkburton ;  Brighton 
(two) ;  Skelmanthorpe ;  Broadway ;  Portsmouth ;  Preston ;  Aspull ; 
Middlesborough  ;  Westbourne  Park ;  Dundee  ;  Kilmarnock  (two) ;  Fallow- 
field  ;  Crumlin ;  Abercam  ;  Crawley ;  Bispham ;  Stenhousemuir ;  Lennox- 
town  ;  Grangemouth ;  FKmby  (four) ;  Marjrport ;  and  Paddington ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table  3 

MiSRA,  Pandit  Adya  Prasada. — Petition  of  Pandit  Adya  Prasada  Misra,  for 

redress  of  grievances  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .        3 

Sale  oi*  Butter  Bill.— Petitions  against ;  from  Handsworth ;  and  Manchester ; 

to  Ue  upon  the  Table      . .         •  •  . .  . .         . .         . .        3 

Thackbr,  K.  G. — ^Petition  of  K.  G.  Thacker,  for  redress  of  grievances ;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table 3 

PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS  (RECESS). 

The  following  Papers,  presented  by  Command  of  His  Majesty  during  the 
Easter  Recess,  were  deUvered  to  the  Librarian  of  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  Recess,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order  of  the  14th  August, 
1896 : 

1.  Judical  Statistics  (England  and  Wales). — Copy  of  Judical  Statistics, 
l^art  L,  relating  to  Criminal  Proceedings,  Police,  Coroners,  Prisons,  Refor- 
matory and  Industrial  Schools,  and  Criminal  Lunatics,  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1902.  (2.)  Board  of  Education  (Public  Elementary  Schools,  etc.).— 
Copy  of  Lists  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  and  Training  Colleges  under 
the  Administration  of  the  Board,  1903-4.  (3.)  Local  Government  Board 
(Ireland). — Copy  of  Annual  Report  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland,  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1903.  (4.)  Prisons  (Scotland). — 
Copy  of  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Commissioners  for 
Scotland,  being  the  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  Prisons  in  Scotland,  1903. 
(5.)  Trinidad.-— Copy  of  further  Papers  relating  to  the  disturbances  at  Port  of 
Spain,  Trinidad,  in  March,  1903.  (6.)  Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — 
Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3133 
to  3136.  (7.)  Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous  Series).— Copiesjof  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  Nos.  604  to  607.  (8.)  Egypt 
(No.  1,  1904). — Copy  of  Reports  by  His  Majesty's  Agent  and  Consul-General 
on  the  Finances,  Administration,  and  Condition  of  Eg3rpt  and  the  Soudan 
in  1903. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie  upon  the  Table  . .     ^ •        4 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS.  ETC. 

Agbarian  Offences  (Peovinces)  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Return  by 
Pirovinces  of  Agrarian  0€ences  in  Ireland  for  the  ^  ear  ended  3l8t  December, 

1903  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 4 

Iedentured  Coolie  Labour. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Address 
2nd  March  ;  Sir  Howaid  Vincent]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table^  and  to  be  printed* 
[No.  118.]     ..         ..         ft 

Trinidad. — Copy  present'ed,  of  Amended  Prison  Rule  relating  to  Indentured 

Immigrants  sentenced  to  hard  labour  (by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     .  ■         6 

Board  of  Education  (Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889). — Copy 
presented,  of  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  on  the  Administration  of 
Schools,  under  the  Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889  (by  Act]  ;  to 
He  upon  tiie  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  119.]  . .         . .         . .        5 

France  (No.  1, 1904). — Copy  presented,  of  Despatch  to  His  Majesty's  Ambassador 
at  Paris,  forwarding  Agreements  between  Qreat  Britain  and  France  of  8th 
April,  1904  [by  Conmiand]  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table 6 

Crown's  Nominee  Account. — Abstract  Account  presented,  of  Receipts  and 
Payment  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor,  in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1903. 
in  the  Administration  of  Estates  on  behaU  of  the  Crown,  and  Alphabetical 
list  of  Intestates'  Estates  in  respect  of  which  Letters  of  Administration 
were  granted  to  the  Treasury  SoKcitor  as  Crown's  Nominee,  and  of  other  cases 
(partial  Intestacies,  etc.)  in  which  accounts  were  opened  in  the  Books  of  the 
Treasury  Solicitor  in  the  same  year  in  respect  of  moneys  received  by  him 
as  Crown's  Nominee  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  120.]    . .         . .     ^ 5 

Greek  Loan  op  1898. — Accoimt  presented,  up  to  31st  March,  1904  [by  Act] ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table      . .         . .  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         5 

Egyptian  Guaranteed  Loan  op  1885. — ^Account  presented,  up  to  31st  March, 

1904  [by  Act]  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table 6 

Oovernhent  Insurances  and  Annuities. — Account  presented,  of  all  moneys 
received  and  of  the  disposal  thereof,  and  of  all  Contracts  for  the  grant  of 
Deferred  Life  Annuities  and  for  Payments  on  Death  made,  during  the  year 
1903  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  121.]       • .        5 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of 
Ae  Board  of  Trade  up  to  the  Slst  December,  1903,  and  of  the  Proceedings  of 
ike  light  Railway  Commissioners  up  to  the  same  date  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  122.] 6 

East  India  (Land  Revenue). — Copy  presented,  of  Statement  showing  the  num- 
ber of  Processes  issued  against  Land  Revenue  Defaulters  during  the  year 
1901-2  [by  Command]  ; ,  to  lie  upon  the  Table 6 

Bait  India  (Loans  Raised  in  England).— Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  all 
Loans  raised  in  England,  chargeable  on  the  Revenues  of  India,  outstanding 
at  the  commencement  of  the  half-year  ending  on  the  31st  March,  1904  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  123.] u 
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Births,  Deaths,  Marriaobs,  and  Vaccination  (Scotland). — Copy  presented, 
of  the  Fortj-ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  in 
Scotland  for  1903,  and  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Report  on  Vaccination  [by 
Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table 6 

Licensing  (Scotland)  Act,  1903. — Copy  presented,  of  Tables  showing  the 
constitution  of  County,  District,  and  Burgh  Licensing  Courts  in  Scotland 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table ^ 

Royal  Observatory  (Edinburgh). — Copy  presented,  of  Fourteenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Astronomer  Royal  for  Scotland  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table     ..         ..         ..         ..         ..  ,,  ..         ..         tf 

Lunacy  (Scotland). — Copy  presented,  of  Forty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Gten^ral  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  for  Scotland  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 6 

LocoMorivEs  ON  Highways  Act,  1896,  and  Motor  Cab  Act,  1903.— 0)py 
presented,  of  the  Motor  Car  Registration  and  Licensing  (Scotland)  Order, 
1903,  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 7 

LoooMOTiVBs  ON  HiGBWAYS  AcT,  1896,  AND  MoTOR  Car  Act,  1903.— 0)py 
presented,  of  the  Motor  Cars  (Use  and  Construction)  (Scotland)  Order, 
1904  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 7 

OiSBASBs  OF  Animals  Acts,  1894  to  1903.— Copy  presented,  of  the  Hull  (Channel 
Islands  Animals)  Landing  Place  Order  of  1904  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  ..         ..         7 

Revenue  and  Rxpenditure  (England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland).— Return 
ordered,  *'  showing  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  da>  of  March,  1904,  (1)  the 
Amount  contributed  by  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively,  to 
the  Revenue  collected  by  Imperial  officers ;  (2)  the  Expenditure  on  English, 
Scottish,  and  Irish  Services  met  out  of  such  Revenue ;  and  (3)  the  Balances 
of  Revenue  contributed  by  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively, 
which  are  available  for  Imperial  Expenditure  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  248,  of  Session  1903)."— (Mr.  Lmqh.) 7 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Supply  op  Raw  Cotton — Gambling  in  Future. — Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin, 

St,  Patrick) ;   Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour         7 

Civil  Righi'S  of  Slaves  in  Pehbas. — Question,  Mr.  Bayley  (Derbyshire, 

Chesterfield) ;   Answer,  Earl  Percy        8 

ToBLD  OF  Coal  Tax.— Question,  Mr.  Plummer  (Newcastle-on-Tj-ne) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  9 

Commission  of  Crown  Agents. — Question,  Mr.  Austin  Taylor    (Liverpool, 

East  Toxteth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton 17 

Mortality  in  South  African  Mines. — Question,  Mr.  Trevelyan  (Yorkshire, 

W.R.,  Elland) ;   Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton  19 
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Naval  Statistics. — Question,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee)  *    Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk.  Woodbridge) 

WiTWATERSBAKD  G0L1>  MiNES — ^MORTALITY  AMONO  KaFFIR  LABOURERS. — Ques 
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Lyttelton  
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Wyndham 

Public  Libraries  in  Irish  Rural  Districts. — Question,  Mr.  Boland  ;  Answer, 
Mr.   Wyndham  


19 

19 

20 

20 
20 

21 

21 

22 


County  Down  Grand  Jury. — Question,  Mr.  MacVeagh  (Down,  S.) ;   Answer. 

Mr.  Wyndham        22 

Irish  Loan  Fund  Boards. — Question,  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      23 

Bbllekk  and  Fintona  Loan  Fund  Societies. — Question,  Mr.  MacVeagh; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndha^n 23 

War  Office  (Re-constitution)  Cobcmittee's  Report. — Question,  Sir  Michael 
Foster  (London  University) ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  B.)       23 

Privatb  Bill  Procedure — ^Parliamentary  Fees. — Question,  Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis 

(Flint  Boroughs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 24 

Business  of  the  House. — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling 
Bnr^),  Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford),  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  (Cornwall, 
Camborne),  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Incfia  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)     . .      25 

Kew  Member  Sworn. — ^Lawrence  Ambrose  Waldron,  Esquire,  for  the  Parlia- 
mentary Borough  of  Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Green  Division). 

NEW  BILL. 

Indian  Ckrancils  Bill. — ''  To  amend  the  Indian  Councils  Act,  1874,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  148.] 
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Supply  [5th  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Conmiittee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHEB  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Navy  Estimates,  1904-5. 

1  £3,646,000,  Naval  Armaments. 


Mr.  OHmm  Bowles  (Lunn  Regis) 

Mr.  Reginald  Lucas  (Portsmouth)    . .         

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Oloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) 

Sir  John  Colomb  {Great  YarmoiUh) 

Mr.  Keariey  (Devonport) 

Mr.  Sdmund  Robertson  (Dundee) 

The  Seeretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Pretffman,  Suffolk,  Woodbtidge) 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 

Mr.  Pretyman  ..         . .         


27 
28 
29 
30 
32 
32 
33 
40 
42 


Vote  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£3,044,200,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expenses  of  the 
Personnel  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc.,  including  the 
cost  of  Establishments  of  Dockyards  and  Naval  Yards  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of  pavment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1905." 

Mr.  Bdtnund  Robertson . .      ^ 

Sit  Charles  DUke ..      ^ 


Mr.  Pretyman 


47 


——'  -  —  -  — ^.,-^.-  ..         .,         ..         ..         ..         ..  .. 

Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.) ' '      ;! 

Mr.  Kearley  . . 
Cajdain  Norton 
Mr.  Reginald  Lucas 


49 
51 
51 


Mr.  J.   F.  Hofe  (Sheffield,  Brightside)  ..         "      m 

Mr.   Pretyman  "      kJ 

Captain  Norton         ..      ^ 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  a  sum     not     exceeding 
£3,044,100,  be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Captain  Norton.) 


55 


Mr.  Kearley    • . 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  90 ;  Noes,  157.    (Division  List  No.  74.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Whitley ••      f^ 

Mr.  Pretyman 
Mr.  Kearley    . . 

Captain  Norton         

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  DepaHment  (Mr.  Akefs  Douglas, 
I  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) 


58 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  ezceeding- 
£5,062,8(X),  be  granted  to  Hb  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  the: 
MixtMd  for  Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc.,  including  the 
cost  of  Establislunents  of  Dockyards  and  Naval  Yards  at  Home  andt 
Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1905." 

Sir  ChaHes  Dilke . .         .  •  5ft 

Mr.  CHbsan  Bowles  . .  . .  . .  60 

Mr,  Pretyman  61 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson        . .         . .         ...        . .         . .  . .  6^ 

QaestioD  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — ^Ayes,  210 ;  Noes,  39.    (Division  List  No,.  75.) 

4.  £2,428,000.  Victualling  and  Clothing  for  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Kearley 65i 

Mr.  Pre^yman ...         . ..      6T 

Mr.  WhiOey , ^      6ft 

Veto  agreed  to. 

5.  £293,000,  Medical  Establislunents  and  Services. 

6.  £15,500,  Martial  Law,  etc. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^  That  a  sun^  not  exceeding^ 
£154,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  iizpense  of  Educa- 
tional Services,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  dudog  the  yeac^ 
ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1905." 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

7.  £72,600,  Scientific  Services. 

8.  £404,500,  Royal  Naval  Reserves. 

9.  £444,000,  Miscellaneous  Effective  Services. 

10.  £796,200,  Half-Pay,  Reserved,  and  Retired  Pay. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^  That  a  sum  not  exceeding^ 
£1,206,800,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Eixpenses  of  Naval' 
and  Marine  Pensions,  Gratuities,  and .  Compassionate  Allowances, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the^ 
31st  day  of  March,  1905."     .. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

11.  £353,300,  Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities.^ 

ResoIutioDS  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee^  to  sit  again  To-morrow^ 
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Business  of  the  House. 

TJije  Pafiiamentary  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  {Sir  A.  Adand-Hood, 

Somersetshire,  Wdlington)         71 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn.** 
— {Sir  A.  Adand'Hood.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  twelve  minutes  after  Seven  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  WEDNESDAY,  13th  APRIL,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

Mr.  Speaker's  Indisposition. — The  House  being  met,  the  Clerk  at  the  Table 
informed  the  House  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Speaker,  owing  to 
indisposition ;  Whereupon  Mr.  Jambs  Whxiam  Lowther,  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,  proceeded  to  the  Table,  and,  after  Prayers,  took  the 
Chair  as  Deputy-Speaker,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order 73 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill.— As  amended,  to  be  considered 

to-morrow 73 

Midland  Railway  Bill. — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time      73 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2).— Bill  to  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  Brixham, 
Coventry,  Liverpool,  Ripon,  and  Southwark,  and  the  Bromley  and  Becken- 
ham  Joint  Hospital  District,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson 
and  Mr.  Walter  liong 73 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (Poor  Law).— Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro\i- 
sional  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  the  Stourbridge 
Union,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter  Long      73 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2  Bill).—"  To  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  Brizham, 
Coventry,  Liverpool,  Ripon,  and  Southwark,  and  the  Bromley  and  Becken- 
ham  Joint  Hospital  District,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Billl49.] 73 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (Poor  Law)  Bill.—"  To  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  the  Stour- 
bridge Union,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  160.]     . .     73 

Amersham,  Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Bill.— Reported,   with 

Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table '74 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE   OF   CONTENTS.  xvu 

Aftr.  13.]  Page 

Privatb  BII.L8  (Group  P). — Ordered,  That  Colonel  R.  T.  H.  Law  and  Captain 
R-  Owen  do  attend  the  Committee  on  Group  F  of  Private  Bills  on  Thursday, 
14th  April,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock 74 

WolTerhampton  Corporation  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
PoUce  and  Sanitary  Committee ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed        74 

PETITIONS. 

Oaval  Traffic  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  74 

Blectric  Liohteno  (London)  Bill. — Petition  from  Wandsworth,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table 74 

Falsb  Statements  (Companies)  Bill. — Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 74 

Hall-Harkino   of  Foreign   Plate   Bill. — ^Petition  from   Birmingham,   in 

favour ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table 74 

Land  Values  (Assessment  and  Rating)  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Aberdare,  in 

favour;    to  lie  upon  the  Table 75 

Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alterations  of  Law :  From  Faringdon ; 
Chelsea ;  Baillieston  ;  Pontypool ;  Barton-upon-Irwell ;  Weston  ;  Bccles 
(three) ;  Crumlin ;  Wandsworth ;  Darwen ;  Worsley ;  Northampton ; 
Leyton ;  Radstock ;  Battersea  ;  Bolton ;  Kinross  ;  Aspull ;  Penzance  ; 
Dollar ;  Denholme  ;  Cowbridge  ;  Cardiff  j  Brithdir  (three) ;  Barmouth  ;' 
Hatherleigh  ;  Buckie  ;  and  Grays  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 7b 

Merchandise  Marks  Bill. — Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour ;    to  lie 

upon  the  Table      . .         . .  . .  . .         . .         . .       75 

Polling  Arrangements  (Parliamentary  Boroughs)  Bill. — Petition  from 

Wandsworth,  in  favour ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table         . .         75 

PoLUNO  Districts  (County  Councils)   Bill. — Petition .  from  Wandsworth, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .       75 

R&TENG  OF  Machinery  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Wandsworth,  against;    to  lie 

upon  the  Table 75 

Re- Vaccination  Bill. — Petition  from  Wandsworth,  in  favour;    to  lie  upon 

the  Table      . .      - 75 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill. — Petitions  against :   From  Waltham  Cross  ;   Stamford  ; 

Romford  ;   Woolwich  ;   and  Plumstead  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table     . .         . .       75 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill. — Petition  from  Birmingham, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table • . .         . .       75 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  (No.  2)  Bill. — Petition  fromBirmingham, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 75 

Vaccination  Bill. — Petition  from  Wandsworth,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      75 
VOL  CXXXni.    [Fourth  Series.]        b 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Aliens. — Return   presented,    relative    thereto    [Address    15tli    March. — Mr. 

Cochrane]  \  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  124.]    . .         . .       7* 

Polling  Districts  (County  op  Lancaster). — ^Copy  presented,  of  Order  made 
by  the  County  Council  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  altering  certain 
Polling  Districts  in  the  Clitheroe  and  Westhoughton  Parliamentary  Divisions 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 76 

Polling  Districts  (County  op  Hertford). — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by 
the  County  Council  of  the  County  of  Hertford  altering  certain  Polling  Dis- 
tricts in  the  Western  or  Watford  ParUamentary  Division  [by  Actj ;  to  he 
upon  the  Table      . .         . .  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .       76 

British  Cotton  Cultivation. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  Cotton  Cultivation  in  the  British  Empire  and  in  Egypt,  by  Pro- 
fessor Wyndham  Dunstan,  P.R.S.,  Director  of  the  Imperial  Institute  at 
South  Kensington  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    . .         . .         . .       76 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Medical  Attendance  op  Paupers  in  the  Highlands. — Question,  Mr.  Cath 

cart  Wason  (Orkney  and  Shetland) ;   Answer,  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray     . .       76 


Accommodation  por  Convalescent  Officers  at  Osborne«— Question,  Mr. 
Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;   Answer,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish 

Official  History  of  the  South  African  War. — Question,  Mr.  Elliot  (Dur 
ham) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish  . . 


77 


77 


Deaths  from  Plague  in  India,  Bombay  and  Bengal. — Question,  Sir  Walter 

Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 78 

Irish  Magistrates — Case  of  Dr.  Tierney. — Question,  Mr.  Griffith  Boscawen 

(Kent,  Tunbridge) ;   Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 78 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Courts-martial — Powers  of  Judge  Advocate-General. — Question,  Mr. 
Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  Belfast,  W.) 78 

South  African  War  Rewards. — Question,  Mr.  Ainsworth  (Argyll) ;   Answer, 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster  79 

Chinese  Labour  in  the  Transvaal. — Questions,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  and  Mr. 
MacVeagh  (Down,  S.) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(Mr.  Lyttelton,  Warwick  and  Ijcamington) 79 

Child  Labour  in  Mines. — Question,  Mr.  Fenwick  (Northumberland,  Wans- 
beck) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustus) 80 

Limerick   Postal  Staff. — Question,   Mr.   Joyce   (Limerick) ;    Answer,   The 

Postmaster-General  (Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton)      . .         . .         81 
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Ldcerick  Telegraphists.— Question,  Mr.  Joyce  \  Answer,  Lord  Stanley      . .      81 

Ibibh  Estates  Commissioners'  Returns. — Question,  Mr.  Delany  (Queen's 
County,  Ossory) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover)  82 

Evicted  Tenants  in  Queen's  County.— Question,  Mr.  Delany  j  Answer,  Mr. 

Wyndham 82 

War  and  Finance.— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Hope  (Sheffield,  Brightside) ;  Answer, 
The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.) 83 

Marine  Insurance  Bill.— Question,  Mr.  Charles  McArthur  (Liverpool,  Ex- 
change) ;    Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 83 

Reoulations  por  Foreign  Ships. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  McArthur ;  Answer, 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 83 

Health  of  the  Army. — Questions,  Sir  John  Tuke  (Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities)  and  Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire,  W.) ;  Answers,  Mr. 
A-  J.  Balfour         83 

Business  op  the  House. — Questions,  Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich),  Mr.  John 
Morley  (Montrose  Burghs)  and  Mr.  Broadhurst  (Leicester) ;  Answers,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour  84 

New  Member  Sworn. — John  Edward  Bernard  Seely,  Esquire,  for  the  County 

of  the  Isle  of  Wi^it        . .         84 

Standing  Committees  (Chairmen's  Panel). — Sir  James  Fergusson  reported 
from  the  Chairmen's  Panel,  That  they  had  appointed  Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  to  ] 
act  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  Bills 
relating  to  Law  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  in  the  place  of 
Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice ;  and  Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  to  act  as  Chairman 
of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  Bills  relating  to  Trade 
(including  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  in  the 
place  of  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde.    Report  to  Ue  upon  the  Table       . .         . .      85 

NEW  BILL. 

Local  Authorities  (Treasury  Powers)  Bill.—"  To  transfer  to  the  liocal 
Government  Board  the  Powers  of  the  Treasury  under  enactments  relating 
to  Local  Authorities,"  presented  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish ;  supported 
by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson;  to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  15L]         85 

EA9r  Indian  Revenues  (Tibet). 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr,  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Ouildfotd)       . .       85 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  consents  to  the 
revenue  of  India  being  applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  any  Military 
Operations  which  have  or  may  become  necessary  beyond  the  frontiers 
of  His  Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
Political  Mission  wjiich  has  been  despatched  to  the  Tibetan  Govern- 
ment."— (A?r.  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
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.  Sir  B.  CampbeU'Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs) 
Lord  George  Hamilton  (Middlesex,  Ealing) 
Mr,  Lough  (Idington,  W.)  . . 
Mr,  Moon  (St  Pancras,  N,)  . . 
Mr.  Trevdyan  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  EUand) 
Mr.  Gibson  Boides  (Lynn  Regis)     . . 
Sir  Henry  Fowler  (Wolverhampton,  E.) 
The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour, 

Manchester,  E.)  125 

Question  put.' 

'Tie  Hou86  divided  :— Ayes,  270 ;  Noes,  61.    (Division  List  No.  76.) 

Army  (Annual)  Bill. — Order  for  Second  Reading  rejid. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)        .  •         . .         . .  135 

Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  (Bristol,  E.) 140 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  . .         . .         . .  . .  140 

Mr.  Courtenay  Warner  (Staffordshire,  Lichfield)   . .         . .         . .         . .  141 

^-^4)nd  Wdby  (Taunton) 143 

Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.)    . .         . .         . .  . .  144 

Colond  Sandys  (Lancashire,  Booth)         145 

The  Secretary  of  StaU  for  War  (Mr.  Arndd-Forster,  Bdfast,  W.)  ..         . .  146 

Mr.  Dalzid  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 149 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Land  Judge's  Court  (Ireland). 

Mr.  Murphy  (Kerry,  E.) 161 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russdl  (Tyrone,  S.) 167 

Motion  mad^,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  time  has  arrived  for 
taking  immediate  steps  to  wind  up  the  business  of  the  Land  Judge's 
Court  in  Ireland  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned." — (Mr,  Murphy.) 

Mr.  Ffrench  (Wexford,  S.) 161 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 172 

Mr.  (TShee  (Waterford,  W.)  178 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  time  has  arrived  for  taking  immediate  steps  to  wind  up 
the  business  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court  in  Ireland  in  the  interests  ot  all 
concerned. — (Mr.  Murphy.) 

Vivisection  op  Dogs. 

Sir  Frederick  Banbury  (CamberweU,  Peckham)    ..         .,         ..         ..     180 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
no  operations  for  the  purposes  of  vivisection  should  be  performed  on 
Dogs."— (/Sir  Fredefick  Banbury.) 

Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) 180 

And«  it  being  Midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  :  THURSDAY,  14th  APRIL,  190*. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Obders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  follow- 
ing Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof, 
the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are  applicable 
thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [Lords]  ; 
Elysee  Palace  Hotel  Company  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Gosport  Water  Bill  [Lords]  ; 
Huddersfield  Corporation  Act,  1902  (Amendment)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Liverpool 
and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Company  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Matlock  and  Dis- 
trict Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Metropolitan  Railway  Bill  pLords] ;  Milwr  and 
District  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [Lords] ;  New  River  Company  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  Preston, 
Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Tynemouth  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  Tyneside  Tramways  and  Tramroads  Bill  [Lords] ;  University  of 
Leeds  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Victoria  University  of  Manchester  Bill  [Lords] ;  West 
Metropolitan  Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Yorktown  and  Black- 
water  Gas  Bill  [Lords].    Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time    . .     181 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (No  Standing  Orders  Applicable). — Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable,  viz. : — Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
To-morrow  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         181 

Site  for  Dnke  of  York's  School  Bill  [liORDs]  (Standing  Orders  Appuc- 
able  Thereto  Complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  pursuant  to 
the  Order  of  the  House  of  the  29th  day  of  March  last.  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Site  for  Duke  of  York's 
School  Bill  [Lords]  182 

St  Marylebone  Electric  Lighting  Bill.— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed    182 

Corporation  of  London  (Southwark  and  other  Bridges)  Bill.— Reported 

[Parties  do  not  proceed]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 182 
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Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill 
to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow 182 

Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 182 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  wfthout 

Amendment ;   Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     . .         . .     182 

Young  and  Bell's  Patents  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  without  Amendment ; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time 182 

Appleby  Corporation  Oas  Bill  [Lords]. — Reported,  with  Amendments; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed . .     182 

Railway  Bill  (Group  No.  5). — Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harry  Noriss  do  attend 
the  said  Committee  on  Group  No.  5  of  Railway  Bills  upon  Monday  next,  at 
eleven  of  the  clock  182 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  from  Cromarty,  for  alteration ;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table . .     183 

House-Letting  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  from  Paisley,  against ;  to  lie  upon 

theTable 183 

Lands  Valuation  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  from  P^dsley,  against;    to  lie 

upon  the  Table 183 

Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law  :  from  Bottisham ; 
Largs  ;  Basingstoke ;  High  Bentham  ;  Failsworth  (two) ;  Massingham  ; 
Forest  Gate  ;  Woodbridge  ;  Beccles  ;  Aldborough  ;  East  Dereham  ;  Sid- 
cup  ;  Hindley  (two) ;  Hindley  Green ;  Hornsea;  Dalkeith;  Bracknell;  i 
Holt ;  Slough  ;  Little  Hulton  ;  Sunbury-on-Thames  ;  Wymondham ; 
Hathersett ;  Blackley  (two) ;  Colne  ;  Ripley ;  Worsboro'  Bridge ;  London ; 
Blaina ;  Trinant ;  Tredegar ;  Worthen  (two) ;  Pennerley  (two) ;  Perkins 
Beach  (two) ;  Aston  ;  Wattlesborough  Heath  ;  Pontesbury ;  Snailbeach 
(two) ;  Ministerley ;  Westbury ;  Meadow  Town  ;  Brynmawr ;  Stamford ; 
Leeds ;  Beccles  ;  Norwich  ;  and  Bournemouth  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .     183 

Sale  op  Butter  Bill. — Petitions  against :  from  High  Wyoombe  ;  Deptford  ; 
Sheffield  ;  Lichfield  ;  Tamworth  ;  Mexborough  ;  and  Brierley  Hill  (two) ; 
to  lie  upon  th^  Table 183 

Transvaal  (Chinese  Labour  Ordinance). — Petition  from  Luton,  for  with- 
drawal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     183 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Conobstbd  Districts  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.— Copy  presented,  of  Sixth  Re- 
port of  the  Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Board  to  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 184 
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Supply  [6th  Allotted  Day]. 
(C!onsidered  in  Conunittee.) 
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[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  Estimates,  1904-5. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
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1906.*' 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes,  142 ;  Noes,  198.    (Division  List  No.  77.) 

Oiiginal  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Nannetti  . . 

Colond  Legge 
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Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  Item  F  (MisceilaneouB  Ser- 
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The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayee,  107 ;  Noes,  190.    (Division  List  No.  78.) 
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And,  it  being  half-past  ^ven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill  (By  Order). 

As  amended,  considered. 

A  Clause  (Application  of  Company's  Acts),  brought  up  and  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  added. 

Mr.  Causton  (Southwarh,  W.)        . . 


259 
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Act  of  1900  authorised  to  be  constructed  or  any  part  thereof  until  they 
have  constructed  and  opened  for  public  traffic  subways  for  foot-passengers 
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The  Chairman  of  Committees  (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Penrith)  266 

Mr.  Bamford  Slack  (Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans) 268 

Mr.  Bailey  (Newington,  Walworth) 269 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  133 ;  Noes,  143.    (Division  List,  No.  79.) 

Amendments  made  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill  [By  Order].— As  amended, 
considered. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis  (Flint  Boroughs) 271 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Supply  [6th  Allotted  Day.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Army  Estimates,  1904-5. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,839,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the 
Supply  and  Repair  of  Warlike  and  other  Stores,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  endings  on  the  Slst  day  of  March, 
1905." 

Mr.  Courtenay  Warner       274 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  G  (Equipment  Stores) 
be  reduced  by  £100."— (Mr.  Courtenay  Warner.) 

Colond  Wdby  275 

Mr.  AmM-Forster 275 

Mr.  NanneUi 276 

Question  put 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  109 ;  Noes,  163.    (Division  List  No.  80.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  John  Colomb 279 

Sir  Charles  DUke 280 

Mr.  AmM-ForOer 281 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 

Motion,  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,918,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Stafl 
for  Engineer  Services,  and  Expenditure  for  Royal  Engineer  Works, 
Buildings,  and  Repairs,  at  home  and  abroad  (including  Purchases), 
which  mil  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1905." 

Sir  Charles  DUke 283 

Mr.  Amold-Forster 283 

Mr.  Ped         ..         ••         ..         ..         ..         ••         ..         .«         ..  283 

Colond  Wdby  284 

Mr.  Lambert  {Devonshire^  South  MoUon) 284 

Mr.  AmM'Forster 285 

Mr.  WhiOey 286 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *^  That  Item  A  (Salaries,  etc,  of  the 
Staff  for  Engineer  Services)  be  reduced  by  £100."— (if r.  Whitley.) 

Mr.  Amold-Forster 286 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— -Ayes,  88 ;  Noes,  144.    (Division  List  No.  81.) 

Oziginal  Question  again  proposed. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report 
to  the  House. 

R^olution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next;  Committee  also  report 
Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Abmt  (Annual)  Bill. — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Question 
[13th  April],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 
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Mr.  Dalzid  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 289 

The  Attomey-Omeral  {Sir  Robert  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)    . .         . .  290 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis  {Flint  Boroughs) 291 

Mr.  Weir  {Ross  and  Cromarty) 291 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  {Mr.  Bromley  Davenport, 

Cheshire,  Macclesfield) 292 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Monday  next. 

Workmen's  Trains. — Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  working  and  administration  of  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  1883, 
and  to  report  whether  any  and,  if  so,  what.  Amendments  are  reasonable 
and  necessary  to  improve  the  service  of  Workmen's  Trains  in  the  Metropolis 
and  elsewhere,  and  to  secure  the  provision  of  the  accommodation  required  by 
workmen  by  all  Railway  Companies. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowles,  Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  Leverton  Harris,  Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  Mr.  Levy,  Colonel  Lock  wood,  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  Nannetti,  Captain 
Norton,  Mr.  Peel,  Mr.  Matthew  Ridley,  Sir  Harry  Samuel,  Mr.  Sheehan, 
Mr.  Ure,  and  Sir  Thomas  Wrightson  were  accordingly  nominated  members 
of  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — {Sir  A.  Adand-Hood.)  . .        . .        292 

Adjourned  at  twenty-six  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :    FRIDAY,  15th  APRIL,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock, 

UNOPPOSED   PRIVATE  BILL   BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  (Petition  for  Additional  Provision)  (Standing  Orders 
NOT  CoBfPUED  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Reports  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bilk,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Petitions  for  additional  Provision  in  the  following  Bilk,  the  Standing  Orders 
have  not  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway 
Bill ;  Tottenham  Improvement  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Reports  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders 293 

Acton  Improvement  Bill.— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 293 

Charing  Cross,  Enston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill   (King's  Consent 

signified). — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed     . .         . .  . .  :     293 

Colney  Hatch  Gas  Bill.  -Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 293 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order  Bill.— Read  the  third  time,  and 


293 
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Local  GoTemnieiit  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.— Read  a  second  time, 

and  committed 293^ 

Local  Gtovernmbnt  Provisional  Obdebs  (No.  3). — Bill  to  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  of  the  Local  Govemm^it  Board  relating  to  the  Earsdon,  the 
Hanley,  Stoke,  Fenton,  and  Longton,  the  Henley  and  Wallingford,  the 
Wallingford  and  Crowmarsh,  and  the  Whitchurch  and  District  Joint  Hos- 
pital Districts.  Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  and  Mr. 
Walter  Long  239» 

Local  Gtovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill.—''  To  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  relating  to  the  Earsdon, 
the  Hanley,  Stoke,  Fenton,  and  Longton,  the  Henley  and  Wallingford,  the 
Wallingford  and  Crowmarsh,  and  the  Whitchurch  and  District  Joint  Hos- 
pital Districts."  Presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bifll52.]  293; 

East  London  and  Lower  Thames  Electric  Power  Bill.— Reported  [Pre- 
amble not  proved] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table       . .         . .         . .         . .    294. 

Private  Bills  (Group  C). — Mr.  Cawley  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Group  C  of  Private  Bills,  That  Mr.  Remnant,  one  of  the  members  of  the  sjiid 
Committee,  was  not  present  during  the  sitting  of  the  Committee  this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  th^  Table        , 294; 


PETITIONS. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901)  Amendment  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Hud- 

dersfield  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        294 

Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law;  from  Barnsley 
(two) ;  Falkirk  ;  Rochester ;  Eccles ;  Mere  ;  Kilburn  ;  Weymouth  ;  Ten- 
bury  ;  Cheetham ;  Staincross  ;  Helensburgh  ;  Rutherglen  ;  Llanganor ; 
Stranraer ;  Kirkintilloch  ;  Berwick-on-Tweed  ;  Newton  Heath  ;  Potton ; 
Lochgilphead  ;  Birmingham ;  Ashton-under-Lyne  ;  Street ;  Wibsey ; 
Gravesend ;  PortobeUo  ;  Manchester  ;  Lewin's  Mead  ;  Hatfield  Broad 
Oak;    Briton  Ferry;    Neath;    Tabor  Bryncaws ;    Maesteg;    and  Nanty- 

moel;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ..         ..     294 

■• 

Merchandise  Marks  Bill. — Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table • 29i 

MoBTGAOE  OF  PREMISES  BiLL. — Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table 294 

Rating  op  Machinery  Bill. — Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table 294 

Sale  op  Butter  Bill. — Petitions  against ;  from.  Birmingham ;  and  Cannock ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table         ..         ..         294 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Local  Taxation  Account. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  17th 

March ;  Mr.  Nanneitt]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  126.]    295 

British  Museum. — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  3rd  March; 

Mr.  John  Morley] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed*    [No.  127].   . .     295 

Army  (Annnal)  BilL-^Copy  ordered,  **  of  Memorandum  Explanatory  of  Amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  Army  Act." — {Mr.  Secretary  Arncld-Forster.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  125.] 295 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

The  Bjng-Harman  Estate. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford,  N.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 295 

Salvage   of   Damaged   Submarines. — Question,   Mr.   Yerburgh   (Chester) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman 296 

Construction  of  Battleships  by  Foreign  Countries. — Question,  Mr.  Yer- 
burgh ;  Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman   ..296 

Salvage  of  Submarine  A.l. — Question,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Pretyman . .     297 

Horning  Delivery  of  Letters  in  the  City  of  London. — Question,  Mr. 

Alban  Gibbs  (London) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley         . .         . .         . .         . .     297 

Board  of  Education  and  Proposed  New  Voluntary  Schools. — Questions. 

Mr.  Ellis  Griffith  (Anglesey) ;  Answers,  Sir  William  Anson  . .         . .         . .     298 

Sale  of  Green  Plover  during  the  Close  Season. — Question,  Mr.  Scott 

Montagu  (Hampshire,  New  Forest) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers-Douglas   . .  . .     299 

Excise  and  Customs  Revenues  on  Liquor  and  Drugs  in  India. — Question,  Mr. 

Herbert  Roberts  (Denbighshire,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  . .         . .  . .     299 

13alaries  of  Irish  School  Teachers. — Questions.  Mr.  MacVeagh  (Down,  S.) ; 

Answers,  Mr.  Wyndham . .     299 

Hutting  Accommodation  for  South  African  Permanent  Garrison. — 
Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Amold-Forster  301 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill.— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  Bousfidd  (Hackney,  N.)  . .  . .     302 

Sir  Albert  RoUtt  (Islington,  S.) 310 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Herbert  Robertson  (Hackney,  S.)        ..310 

Mr.  Gretton  (Derbyshire,  S.) 314 
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Amendment  proposed— 

\r 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  jot  the  Question 
to  add  the  words  *  upon  this  day  six  months.'  " — (Mr.  Herbert  Robert- 
son.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  Jesse  CcUings  (Birmingham^  Bordedey)  315 

Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale  (London) 317 

Sir  George  BarOey  (Islington,  N.) 318 

Mr.  Spear  (Devonshire,  Tamstock) 319 

Mr.  J.  F.  Hope  (Sheffield,  Brightside) 320 

Mr.  Jordan  (Fermanagh,  /S.)  320 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  321 

Sir  Francis  Powell  (Wigan) 323 

Sir  Howard  Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central) 323 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  (Bristol,  W.) 324 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  Ac." — (Mr.  Bousfidd.) 

Sir  William  Tondinson  (Preston) 324 

Mr.  Gretton 324 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc.'  and 
insert  the  words  *  a  Select  Committee  '  instead  thereof." — (Sir  WHliam 
Tondinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Mr.  Bousfidd  325 

Mr.  Jesse  CoUings 325 

Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) 325 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour    ..'       326 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc. 

Tabercnlosis  (iLnimals)  Oompensation  Bill.— [Sbcond  Reading.]— Order 
for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  Price  (Norfolk,  E.) 327 

Mr.  JErnest  Gray  (West  Ham,  N.) 328 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

General  Laurie  {Pembroke  and  Haverford  West) 332 

Sir  Herbert  Maxweil  (Wigtonshire) 336 

Dr.  Farquharson  {Aberdeenshire,  W.)        339 

\  Sir  Frederick  Milner  {Nottinghamshirey  Bassetlaw)        340 

Dr.  Hutchinson  {Sussex,  Rye)  . .         . .  . .  341 

Mr.  Ashton  {Bedfordshire,  Luton) 341 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol,  S.)  342 

Sir  Lees  Knotdes  {Salford,  W.) 345 

Mr.  Channing  {Northamptonshire,  E.) 346 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a 
Select  Committee." 

Mr.  Walter  Long '.         346 

Mr.  Channing  . .  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     347 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Sunday   Clocring   (Wales)   Act    (1881)    Amendment    Bill— [Second 
Rexding].— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  {Denbighshire,  W.) 

Mr.  William  Jones  {Carnarvonshire.  Arf on) 

Motion  made  and,  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  Groves  {Salford,  8.)        348 

And,  it  being  half-past  Five  of  the  Clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Friday,  13th  May. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-eight  minutes  before  Six  o'clock  till  Monday 
next. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS:    MONDAY,  18th  APRIL,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill.— To  be  read  the  third  time  to 

morrow        . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     349 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill  (Kino's  Consent  signified).— 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     34t9 

London,  Obatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Bill  [Lords].— Read  the  third  time 

and  passed,  without  Amendment  ^d 
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Midland  Eailway  BilL--Read  the  third  time,  and  passed.    [New  Title]        ..     349 

Toimir  S^d  Bell's  Patents  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

without  Amendment        349 

Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Gas  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed  349 

London  Connty  Cooncil  (Honey)  Bill.—''  To  regnlate  the  expenditure  of 
Money  by  the  London  County  Council  on  capital  account  during  the  current 
financial  period,  and  the  raising  of  Money  to  meet  such  expenditure ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 349 

Local  Governmbnt  Provisional  Order  (No.  4). — Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  Portsmouth,  ordered  to 
he  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter  Long      . .         . .         . .     349 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill— ''To  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  Portsmouth," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the.  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  153 .]        . .     349 

Mnllingar,  Kells,  and  Drogheda  Railway  Bill.— Reported  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed         350 

PETITIONS. 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act  (1896)  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from 

Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .  350 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1901)  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from  Batter- 
sea,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     350 

Lbaskhold  Enfranchisement  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table 350 

Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of  Closing). — ^Petition  from  Battersea,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         350 

Licences  (Renewal). — ^Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law*;  from  Glasgow ; 
Froggatt:  Plymouth  ;  Tyne  Dock ;  Mountain  Ash  ;  Failsworth  ;  Pontes- 
pury  ;  Southport  (two) ;  Fulham  ;  South  Shields  (eleven) ;  Downham  ; 
Eccles  ;  Llanrhaiadr ;  Rhiw  ;  Walworth  and  Camberwell ;  Manchester ; 
Partick ;  Dorking  (two) ;  and  Battersea ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      . .         . .     350 

LiQCOR  Traffic  Local  Veto  Bill. — Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  he 

upon  the  Table 350 

PoLLiNO  Arrangements  (Paruamentary  Boroughs)  Bill. — ^Petition  from 

Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     . ,         . .         . .         . .         . .     350 

Polling  Districts  (County  Councils)  Bill.— Petition  from  Battersea,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 351 

Public  Ln^FAi^Tien  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  351 
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Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill. — ^Petition  of  the 

Royal  Burghs  of  Scotland,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 351 

Re- Vaccination  Bill.— -Petition  from  Manchester,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  ^1 

Sale  op  Butter  Bill. — Petition  from  Folkestone,  against:;    to  lie  upon  the 

Table  351 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill.— Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;   to  lie  upon  the 

TaWe  351 

Tied  Houses  Bill. — Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    351 

Tied  Houses  (Freeing)  Bill.— Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon 

theTable 351 

Vaccination  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    351 

Wages  Boards  Bill.— Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  ..         ••    351 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Explosions  (Curtis  and  Harvey's  Factory  at  Cliffe,  Kent).— Copy  pre- 
sented, of  Report  by  Captain  A.  P.  H.  Desborough,  His  Majestjr's  Inspector 
of  Explosives,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  on  the 
circumstances  attending  an  accident  which  occurred  in  the  drying-house 
for  nitro-cotton  at  the  Factory  of  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Harvey,  Limited,  at 
ClifEe,  Kent,  on  the  4th  February,  1904  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  351 

Bmigration  Statistics  (Ireland). — Copy  presented,  of  Emigration  Statbtics 

of  Ireland  for  the  year  1903  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    . .         . .    352 
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Supply  (Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depabthents  Estimates), — Order  for 
Committee  read. 


Motion  made,   and  Question  proposed, 
leave  the  Chair." 

Mr,  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College  Green) 
Mr.  Thomas  O'DonneU  {Kerry,  W.) 


'  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  that '  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words  *'  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  system  of 
Primary  Education  in  Ireland  is  fundamentally  defective,  and  has 
proved  injurious  in  its  operation.'  " — {Mr.  Nannetti.)  *  ' 


Question  proposed, 
the  Question." 


That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 


Sir  John  Gorst  {Cambridge  University) 

Mr.  John  Redtnond  ( Water  ford) 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russdl  {Tyrone,  S.) 

Mr.  Samuel  Young  {Cavan,  E.) 

Mr.  Lonsdale  \Armagh,  Mid) 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Irdand  {Mr.  Wyndham,  DoiJer) 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  {Liverpool,  Scotland) 

Mr.  William  Redmond  {Clare,  E.)   . . 

Sir  James  Hadett  {Belfast,  N.) 

Mr.  Clancy  {Dublin  County,  N.) 

Mr.  Charles  Derlin  {Galway) 

And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 
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EVENING  SITTING. 

Supply  (Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates). — Order 
read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [18th  April], 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

» 
Which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in 
order  to  add  the  words,  *  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  system  of 
Primary  Education  in  Ireland  is  fundamentally  defective,  and  has 
proved  injurious  in  its  operation.'  " — {Mr.  Nannetti.) 

<2uestion  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 


¥r.  Charles  Derlin 

451 

CdondNdaniGalimy.N.)             

466 

Mr.  Sloan  {Bdfast,  S.)         

468 

461 

Mr.  Lundon  {Limerick,  E.) 

462 

Mr.  Bdand  (Kerry,  S.)        

464 

Mr.  Wolff  {Bdfast,  B.)         

465 

Mr.  Fidd  {Dublin,  St.  Patriele) 

466 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  172  ;  Noes,  118.    (Division  List  No.  820 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Weir  {Ross  and  CromaHy)       471 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Supply. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  X.)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Sbbvices  and  Rbvenxjb  Departments  Etsimates,  1904-5."^ 

Class  1. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £35,500, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1905,  for  expenditure  in  respect  of  Royal 
Palaces." 

Mr.  Dalzid  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs)      ..         ..         ,478 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro* 
gress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr.  Dalzid.) 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Army  (Annual)  BilL 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.)  i 

(Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the  Chair.] 
daiise  4 : — 

Mr.  Caldwdl  {Lanarkshire,  Mid.) ..         .474 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  4,  page  3,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  Act  *  to  add  the 
words  *  as  amended  by  the  Army  (Annual)  Acts.'  " — {Mr.  CaldtceU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {Mr.  Amold-Forsier,  Belfast,  W.)       . .     474 
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Apr.  19.]  Pofft 

Amendment,  as  amended,  put.  and  afl;reed  to. 
On  Clause  8  :— 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  9,  page  4,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  Act,'  to  add  the  wordp 
*  as  amended  by  the  Army  (Annual)  Act,  1891.'  *'—{Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Amcld'Forster    . .         475 

Ur.  Caldwdl 476 

The  AUamey-Oeneral  {Sir  Rcbert  Finlay,  Invemeee  Burghs)  . .    476 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow. 

Adjoubmhbnt. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 

{Sir  A.  Adand'Hood)  ^ut,  And  Agreed  to 476 

Adjourned  at  nineteen  minutes  before  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'prohibiting' 
to  the  word  '  provided '  in  line  10,  and  to  insert  the  words  *'  the  landing 
from  steam  trawlers,  steam  carriers,  and  sailing  smacks  with  auxiliary 
power  or  of  sixty-five  tons  and  upwards,  of  turbot  and  brill  not  exceed- 
ing 13  inches  in  length,  and  of  soles  and  plaice  not  exceeding  11  inches 
in  length.* " — {Lord  Tweedmouth,) 

Lord  Heneage  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  506 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  {The  Earl  of 

Ondow) 507 

Lord  Tweedmouth 509 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Verbal  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Onslow  . .         . .         510 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  Clause  1,  line  23,  after  the  word '  or '  to  insert  the  words '  any 
fishery  officer  appointed  imder  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act,  1888, 
or,  in  England  or  Wales,  any  officer  appointed  in  that  behalf.' " — 
{The  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Onslow 511 

Amendment  moved — 

*'  In  Clause  1,  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  word  *  sole '  to  insert  the 
words  *  solea  vfdgaris.*  " — {The  Earl  of  Ondow.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  2,  line  21,  after  the  word  *  Fisheries '  to  insert 
the  words  *  and  a  reference  to  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland) 
Act,  1895,  shall  be  substituted  for  the  reference  to  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Regulation  Act,  1888.'  ''—{The  Earl  of  Onslow.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Earl  The  of  Onslow ..511 
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Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  2,  after  line  21,  to  insert  the  words  '  In  the 
application  of  this  section  to  the  administrative  county  of  London 
leferences  to  the  *'  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London 
in  common  council  assembled  *'  shall  be  substituted  for  references  to 
the  council  of  a  county  or  borough.'  " — (The  Earl  of  Ondoto.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Claiise  2  :— 

Lord  Tweedmomn 512 

Amendment  moved — 

'^  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  iiue  33,  to  leHve  out  the  words  ^  for  the  purposA 
of  preventing  the  destruction  of  any  undersized  flat-fish.'  " — {Lord 
Tweedtnouth.) 

The  Marquess  of  Hundy 512 

Lord  Heneage  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  . .         . .  513 

The  Ewrl  of  Omlow  514 

Lord  Tweedmouth 515 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee,  withdrawn. 

Clause  'Z  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  before  Seven  o'clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :   TUESDAY,  19th  APRIL,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

VN0PP08ED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (No  Standing  Orders  Applicable). — ^Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
tiiereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable,  viz. : — Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Order  (Poor  Law)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-monow. 

Ainenham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District  Water  Bill;    Wolverhampton 
Incorporation  Bill.    As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time       . .     515 
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Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Elys^e  Palace  Hotel  Company  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Gosport  Water  Bill  [Lords] ;  Huddersfield  Corporation  Act,  1902  (Amend- 
ment) Bill  [Lords] ;  Matlock  and  District  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Metropolitan 
Railway  BUI  [Lords] ;  New  River  Company  Bill  [Lords] ;  Nuneaton  and 
Chilvers  Coton  Urban  District  Coimcil  BiU  [Lords] ;  Tynemouth  Corporation 
Bill  [Lords] ;  University  of  Leeds  Bill  [Lords] ;  Victoria  University  of 
Manchester  Bill  [Lords] ;  West  Metropolitan  Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Yorktown  and  Blackwater  Gas  Bill  [Lords].  Read  a  second  time 
and  committed 516 

Pbivate  Bills  (Group  G). — Captain  Jessel  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Group  G  of  Private  Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  they  had 
adjourned  until  Friday,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table         516 

Standing  Orders. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select  Committee. 

1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Tottenham  Improvement  Bill,  Petition  for 
Additional  Provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  introduce  their  Additional  Provision  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  think  fit." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway 
Bill,  Petition  for  Additional  Provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  introduce  their  additional 
Provision  if  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  think  fit." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  City  of  London  (Central  Criminal  Court 
House),  Petition  for  leave  to  deposit  a  Petition  for  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  deposit  their 
Petition  for  a  Bill." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  North  Wales  Electric  Power  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  ;  That  the  parties  be  permitted 

to  proceed  with  their  Bill "  516 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

PETITIONS. 
Dogs  Bill. — Petition  from  Montrose,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .     517 

Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Worthing ; 
St.  Just ;  Drift  Sancreed ;  Carfury ;  Penzance  (two) ;  Gosen  ;  Bow  ; 
Knowlwood  ;  Ilminster ;  Acton  ;  Yeadon  (three) ;  Bolton  ;  Chelsea  ; 
Baildon  Green ;  Morton  Banks ;  Guiseley ;  Barnstaple ;  Buckland 
Brewer  ;  Ilfracombe  ;  llkley  ;  Plumstead  ;  Glasgow  (two) ;  Bristol  (two) ; 
Walbottle  ;  Blyth  ;  Brow  ;  Beech  Grove  ;  and  Flimby  (two) ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table    ..         ..     ?r ••         .►      \.     H7 

Reformatory  and  Industrul  Schools  (Scotland)  Bill.— Petition  from 

Montrose,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 517 

Re- Vaccination  Bill.— Petition  from  St.  Helens,  in  favour;   to  lie  upon  the 

Table  517 

Sale  op  Butter  Bill. — Petition  from  Chelsea,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  .  •    517 
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Town  ahd  County  Councils  (Qualification  of  Wobibn)  (Scotland)  Bill. — 

Petition  from  Montrose,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       517 

Transvaal  (Chinese  Labour  Ordinance). — Petition  from  Chelmsford,  for 

withdrawal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 517 

Vaorants'  Children  Protection  Bill. — Petition  from  Montrose,  in  favour ;  to 

Ue  upon  the  Table  517 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  urban  and  rural  dis- 
tricts of  Rugby,  in  the  county  of  Warwick  (Rugby  and  District  Light  Rail- 
way Order,  1904)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        518 

Financial  Statement  (1904-5). — 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Statement  and  Revenue  and  Expenditure  as  laid 
before  the  House  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  opening  the 
Budget." — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  132.] 518 

Savings  Banks  Acts  Amendment  [Deficiency  Annuity]. — Committee  to 
consider  of  authorising  the  continuance  of  the  payment  of  the  terminable 
annuity  payable  under  the  Savings  Banks  Act,  1880,  in  pursuance  of  any 
Act  of  the  present  Session  to  amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts  (King's  Re- 
commendation signified),  To-morrow. — (Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.)       . .         . .     518 

Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Germany. — Return  [presented  18th 

Ajml]  to  be  jointed.    [No.  131] 518 

Explosions  (Explosion  at  the  Factory  op  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Harvey, 
Limited,  Faversham,  Kent). — Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  Captain 
IL  B.  Uoyd,  EDs  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  on  the  circumstances  attending  an  explo- 
sion of  gunpowder  which  occurred  4n  the  mixing  house  of  the  factory  of 
Messrs.  Curtis  and  Harvey,  Limited,  at  the  Marsh,  Faversham,  on  the  2nd 
February,  1904  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  518 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Comnussioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
autiiorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  from  St.  Osyth  to  Clacton- 
on-Sea,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  in  the  rural  district  of  Tendring,  and  the 
urban  district  of  Qacton  (Clacton-on-Sea  and  Osyth  Light  Railway  Order, 
1904)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 518 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented  of  Order'made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
auUiorising  the  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  borough  of  Leicester 
and  in  the  rural  districts  of  Barrow-upon-Soar  and  of  Market  Bosworth,  in 
the  county  of  Leicester  (Leicester  and  District  Light  Railways  Order,  1904) 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  th^  Table 519 
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Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  bj  the  light  Rail- 
way  Commissioneis,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
anxhorising  the*  construction  of  Light  Railways  in  the  parishes  of  Arldey, 
Bamet  Vale,  Chipping  Bamet,  Bushey  Rural,  Bushey  Urban,,  and  Wat- 
ford Urban,  in  the  county  of  Hertford  (County  of  Hertford  li^t  Railways 
(So.  1)  Order  1904)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 519 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Rail- 
way Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
transferring  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citi2ens  of  the  city  of  Bradford  the  • 
powers  conferred  upon  the  Nidd  Valley  Light  Railway  Company  by  the 
Nidd  Valley  Light  Railway  Order,  1901,  and  amending  that  Order  (Brad- 
ford Corporation  (Nidd  Valley  Transfer)  Light  Railway  Order,,  1904)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         . .         . .         . .     519 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Distribution  op  Contraband  Tobacco  to  Chelsea  and  Eilmainham  Pen- 
sioners.— Question,  Mr.  Whitmore  (Chekea) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Victor  Caven- 
dish         ..     520 

Inspection  of  Tenement  Houses  used  as  Workshops. — Question,  Mr.  Forde 

Ridley  (Bethnal  Green,  S.W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers-Douglas 520 

Licensing  and  Drunkenness  in  Liverpool. — Question,  Sir  Frederick  Milner 

(Nottinghamshire,  Bassetlaw) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers-Douglas  . .         . .         . .     521 

Postal  Arrangements  at    Donard,     County    Wicklow. — Question,  Mr. 

James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) ;  Ajiswer,  Lord  Stanley        521 

Consular  Reports. — Question,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answer, 

EarlPetcy 521 

Cotton  in  Indl^ — Consumption  and  Growth. — Question,  Mr.  Emmott  (Old* 

ham);  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 522. 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  Irish  Lunatic  Asylums.    Question,  Mr.  James 

O'Connor  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        . .     523i 

Expenses  op  Candidates  for  Dental  Appointments  to  the  Army. — Question, 
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The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Woodbridge)         . .     524 

The  War  in  the  Far  EAST.—Question,  Sir  John  Leng ;  Answer*  Mr.  Prety 
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Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Belfast,  W.)    525 
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Ieish  Abmt  Ordnance  Depabtment. — Question,  Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch, 

Hoxton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 526 

ChINSSE   GrOVERNMENT  AND  THE   TbANSVAAL  LaBOUR  ORDINANCE. — QuestioU, 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  (Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;    Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  Warwick  and  Leamington)    . .         . .     526 

Chinesb  Indentured  Labour  in  the  Transvaal. — Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Bux- 
ton (Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton  527 

Unvxployed  Eap7Irs  in  the  Transvaal. — Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton; 

Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton 527 

Congo  Free  State — Injuries  to  British  Subjects. — Question,  Mr.  Emmott 
(Oldham) ;  Answer,  The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af!airs 
(Earl  Percy,  Kensin^n,  S.) 528 

Congo  Free  State — Ill-tbeatment  of  Natives. — Question,  Mr.  Emmott; 

Answer,  Earl  Percy  528 

Macedonian  Gendabmebie. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Allen  (Gloucestershire, 

Stroud) ;   Answer,  Earl  Percy 528 

SiAM. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer, 

Earl  Percy 529 

Smuoguno  op  Ammunition  in  the  Persian  Gulp. — Question,  Mr.  Swift  Mac- 
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W  yndh&m  ••         ••         ..         .•         ..         ..         ••         ••         ..     533 

Castletown,  Bbrehaven,  and  Bantry  Harbour. — Question,  Mr.  Gilhooly; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 533 
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Irish  Police  and  United  Irish  League  Meetings. — Questions,  Mr.  William 

Redmond  (Clare,  E.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wjmdham        534 

Rathmines  Urban  District. — Question,  Mr.  Mooney  (Dublin  Co.,  S.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham       . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     535 

TriHE,  Quit,  and  Crown  Rents  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  William  M*Killop 

(Sligo,  N.) ;   Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 535 

Irish  Estates  Commissioner — Forms  por  Sale  and  Purchase  op  Lands. — 

Question,  Mr.  Kilbride  (Kildare,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham        . .         . .     535 

Irish  Land  Purchase. — Question,  Mr.  Kilbride  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      . .    536 

Irish  Post  Oppice — Delays  in  Forwarding  Post  Ofpice  Order  Advices. — 

Question,  Mr.  Thomas  O'Donnell  (Kerry,  W.) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley     . .    536 

Castletown  Postal  Service. — Question,  Mr.  Gilhooly ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley    537 

National  Expenditure  Committees  Report. — Questions,  Sir  Edgar  Vincent 
.  (Exeter)  and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answers,  The  Prime  Minister 
ahd  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)'  . .         . .     537 

Bishopric  of  Bristol  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 

time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  155.]       538 

Railways  (Private  Sidings)  BUI.— Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  etc.,  with  an  Amended  Title. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  133.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
[No.  133.] 

Bill  as  amended  (in  'the  Standing  Committee)  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion upon  Friday,  17th  June,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  156.]     . .         . .     538 

Sblbction  (Standing  Committees). — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection ;  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping, 
and  Manufactures — Sir  Barrington  Simeon  ;  and  had  appointed  in  sub- 
stitution Mr.  Victor  Cavendish. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  539 
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Business  of  the  House  (Ways  and  Means). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  if  under  consideration  at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night 
be  not  interrupted  under  the  Standing  Order  (Sittings  of  the  House.") 
—{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

The  House  divided  :— Ajes,  292  ;  Noes,  123.    (Division  List  No.  83.)       . .     540 

Ways  and  Means. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

The  Budget  Statement. 

The  OhancMar  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire, 

E.)  543 

Customs— Tea. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  Customs 
now  payable  on  Tea,  there  shall  be  charged  on  and  after  the  twentieth 
day  of  April  nineteen  hundred  and  four,  until  the  first  day  of  August, 
nineteen  and  hundred  five,  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 
*' Tea,  the  pound  .  .  .  Eight  pence." — {Mr.  ChariceUor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Sir  H.  CampbeU'Bannerman  {Stirling  Burghs) 568 

Mr.  Ritchie  {Croydon)         ..         573 

Mr.  Haldane  (Haddingtonshire) 578 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  (Bristol,  W.) 582 

Sir  Henry  Fowler  (Wolverhampton,  E.)      ..  592 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

Manchester,  E.)  598 

Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford)        598 

Sir  Edgar  Vincent  (Exeter) 602 

Mr.  Ashlon  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) 607 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  Clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair 
to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

« 
Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Ways  and  Means. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Customs — Tea. 

L  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^^  That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of 
Customs  now  payable  on  Tea,  there  shall  be  charged  on  and  after  the 
twentieth  day  of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and  four,  until  the  first  day 
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of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  five,  the  following  duty  (that  is 
to  say :) — *'  Tea,  the  pound  .  .  .  Eightpence." — [Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.) 


Mr.  AshUm 

Sir  Mancherjee  Bhoumaggree  {Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) 

Mr.  McCrae  {Edinburgh,  E.)  

Mr.  McKenna  (Monmouthshire,  N.) 

Sir  George  Bardey  (Islington,  N.) 

Sir  William  Holland  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Rotherharn) 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 

Sir  Robert  Reid  (Dumfries  Burglis) 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  words,  '  Eight  pence,'  and  insert  the 
words  *  Six  pence.'  " — (Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  Eightpence '  stand  part  of  the  pro- 
posed Besolution." 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  (Birmingham,  W.) 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  (Lancashire,  Raddiffe)  

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  265 ;  Noes,  193.    (Division  List  No.  48.) 

Main  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  259  ;  Noes,  188.    (Division  List  No.  85.) 

Customs — Tobacco. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  duties  of  Customs  payable 
under  section  one  of  the  Finance  Act,  1898,  on  manufactured  tobacco 
shall,  on  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and 
four,  be  increased,  in  the  case  of  cigars,  by  six  pence  per  pound,  and 
in  the  case  of  cigarettes  by  one  shilling  per  pound,  and  the  duties  pay- 
able under  the  same  section  on  unmamiifactured  tobacco  shall,  on  and 
after  the  same  date,  be  increased,  in  the  case  of  stripped  tobacco^ 
by  three  pence  per  pound  "  : — (Mr.  ^hancdlor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  pound '  to  the  end  of  the 
proposed  Resolution." — (Mr.  Broadhurst.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Resolution." 

The  Committee  divided  i—Ayes,  228  ;  Noes,  135.    (Division  List  No.  86.^ 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 
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having  accordingly  arisen — 

The  Motion  stood  over,  under    Standing  Order   No.    10,    until   this 
Evening's  Sitting 695 
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Liquor  Sellers'  Liability  Bill. — "  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  compensa- 
tion by  Sellers  of  Liquor  in  certain  cases,"  presented  by  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson ; 
supported  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  6tli 
May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  158.] 696 

LICENSING  Bill. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  DepartmerU  {Mr  Akera- Douglas, 

Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  696 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  Licensing  Acts,  1828  to  1902,  in  respect  to  the  extinction 
of  Licences  and  the  grant  of  new  Licences." — {Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.) 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  {Cornwall,  Camborne)  . .  . .         . .         . .  703 

Mr.  WhiUaker  {Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Spen  Valley) 707 

Mr.    Uoyd  Wharton  {Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Ripon) 716 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  {Denbighshire,  W.) 718 

Mr.  Talbot  {Oxford  University)        719 

Mr.  Broadhurst  (Leicester) 722 

Mr.  Lawrence  {Liverpool,  Abercrombie)  . .         . .         . .  . .  72S 

Mr.  Osmond  Williams  {Merionethshire)  . .  724 

Sir  John  KennauKiy  {Devot^hire,  Honiton)  . .         . .         . .         . .  725 

Sir  H.  Campbell'Bannerman  {Stirling  Burghs)  . .  727 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

Manchester,  E.)  732 

Mr.  Uoyd  Oeorge  {Carnarvon  Burghs) 743 

Mr.  Groves  {Salford,  S.)        749 

Mr.  Corrie  Grant  {Warwickshire,  Rugby) 751 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  314  ;  Noes,  147.    (Division  List  No.  88.) 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Secretary  Akers-Douglas,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  Mr.  Walter 
Long,  and  Mr.  Cochrane  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Licensing  Bill. — "  To  amend  the  Licensing  Acts,  1828  to  1902,  in  respect  to  the 
extinction  of  licences  and  the  grant  of  new  licences,"  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time,  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  2nd  May,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  159.] 

EVENING  SITTING. 

Adjournment  (under  Standing  Order  No.  10.) 

Ecclesiastical  Disorders — Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  Austin  Taylor  {Liverpool,  E.  Toxteth) 757 

Mr.  Charles  McArthur  {Liverpool,  Exchange) 764 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn.'' 
— {Mr.  Austin  Taylor.) 
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Mr,  Brynmor  Jones  {Stcansea  District) 766 

Mr.  David  Maclver  {Liverfool,  Kirkdale) 769 

Mr.  Wmiam  Rutherford  {Liverpool,  West  Derby) 770 

The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

Manchester,  E.)  771 

Queetion  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  90 ;  Noes,  176.     (Dvision  List  No  89.) 

FuBUc  Elementabt  Schools  (Meals). 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  {Shoreditch,  Hoxton)  781 

Sir  John  Oorst  {Cambridge  University) 789 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Board  of  Education 
should  require  arrangements  to  be  made  by  the  local  education  au- 
thorities whereby  every  child  compelled  by  law  to  attend  a  public 
elementary  school  shall  have  received  proper  nourishment  before 
being  subjected  to  mental  or  physical  instruction,  and  that  in  cases 
in  which  proper  food  has  not  been  provided  for  the  child  by  its  parents, 
it  should  be  first  supplied  by  the  local  education  authority,  and  sub- 
sequently suitable  action  taken  to  recover  the  cost." — (Mr.  Claude 
Hay.) 

Dr.  Macnamara  {Camberwdl,  N.) 792 

The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  {Sir  William 

Anson,  Oxford  University) 793 

Mr.  Bond  {Nottingham,  E.)  .' 796 

An<i,  it  being  Midnight,  Mr.  Speaker  proceeded  to  interrupt  the  business. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Claude  Hay  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  ^^  That 
the  Question  be  now  put ;  "  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld  his  assent,  and 
declined  then  to  put  that  Question,  and  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday  next 

Savikos  Banks  Acts  Amendment  (Deficiency  Annuity). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  continuance  of  the  payment 
of  the  terminable  annuity  payable  under  Section  1  of  The  Savings 
Banks  Act,  1880,  in  each  year  up  to  the  end  of  the  half-year  ending 
on  20th  May,  1917,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present  session  to 
amend  the  Savings  Baid^  Act. — {Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 

"Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow 796 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
VOL.    CXXXIXI.    [FoTTRTH  Sekies.]  e 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS  :  THURSDAY,  21st  APRIL,  1904. 

SAT  FIRST. 

The  Lord  Hartismere  {L.  Henniker)  sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 

his  father.    . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .    797 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied 
with  : — Richard  Jaeger's  Patent. 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable 
to  the  following  Bills  have  not  been  complied  with  : — Chippenham  Gas ; 
Kirkby-in-Ashfield  Urban  District  Gas  ;  Sheppy  Gas ;  Wellington  (Somerset) 
Gas  ;  North  Staffordshire  Railway  ;  Norwich  Water  ;  Sutton  Gas ;  Croy- 
don G*s  ;  Great  Northern  Railway ;  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Rail- 
.       way ;  Ryde  Gas.    The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       . .         . .     797 

Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.].— The  Lord 
^ALFOUB  informed  the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn. 
The  orders  made  on  the  22nd  of  February  and  the  22nd  of  March  last  dis- 
charged, and  Bill  committed 797 

Lothians  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table.  Tbe  orders  made  on  the  19th  of  February  and  the  22nd  March 
last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  . .     797 

Ulster  Electric  Power  Bill  [H.L.].--Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  19th  of  Febriary  and  the  22nd  of 
March  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed 797 

Bridlington  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.].— Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 

That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 

parties  having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  Table.    The  orders  made  on  the  19th  of  February  and  the  22nd  of 

March  last  discharged,  and  Bill  committed 798 

Oomersal  Gas  Bill.— BexhiU  Water  and  Gas  Bill.    Read  2'',  and  committed      798 


Torquay  Tramways  Bill.— Read  2*,  and  committed.    The  Committee  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill.— Read  2^,  and  committed 


Barnard  Castle  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Com 
mons  

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— Read  3a;  Amendments 
made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  . . 
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Ohesterfleld  Corporation  Tramways  and  Improvements  Bill  [h.l.].— 

Read  3%  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons 798 

Hutehesons'  Hospital  and  Hutchesons'  Educational  Trust  Bill  [h.l.].— 
[Sbcond  Rbadino.] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Tiifeedmouth 798 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»."— (TAe  Lord  TweedmotUh.) 

The  Earl  of  Camperdoum 803 

Amendment  moved — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  add  at  the  end  of  the  Motion  j 
the  words  *  this  day  six  months.'  " — {The  Earl  of  Camperdoton,)     $    i  • 

The  Ead  of  KifUore 806 

The  Acting  Chairman  of  ComnUUees  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)    ..         ..     806 

;     1 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2^,  and  committed  :  the  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

RETURNS,   REPORTS,    ETC. 

Tradb  Reports  (Annual  Series). 

No.  3138.    Denmark  (Iceland) ;  No.  3139.    Servia        810 

Judicial  Statistics  (England  and  Wales)  1902  (Part  II.  Civil  Judiciai 
Statistics). — Statistics  relating  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  County 
Courts,  and  other  Civil  Courts,  edited  by  Sir  John  Macdonnell,  C.B., 
LL.D.,  a  Master  of  the  Supreme  Court 810 

Board  op  Education. — Report  of  a  public  inquiry  held  under  Sections  16  and 
23  of  the  Education  Act,  1902,  and  Section  73  of  the  Elementary  Education 
Act,  1870,  by  A.  T.  Lawrence,  K.C.,  at  Carmarthen,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of 
March,  1904. 

Presented  by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        ..         ..     810 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill  [h.l.]. — The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  To- 
morrow, and  Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
(No.  45) 811 

Army  (Annual)  Bill.—Broaght  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*  ;  to  be  printed ; 
and  to  be  read  2*  To-morrow,  (The  Viscount  Hutchinson  [B.  Donoughmore.]) 
(No.    46)        ..  ..  ..        811 

Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill  [h.l.]— Second  Reading 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  MonksweU         811 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\''—{Lord  MonJcswell.) 

e2 
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TJie  Earl  of  Northbrook        . .         . .         . .         . .         • .         . .         . .  815 

.The  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  {The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  820 

Eart  Sfencer  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  822 

Lord  James  of  Hereford 823 

Viscount  Gofschen  825 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley 827 

On  QueAtion,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Sale  of  Intoxicants  to  Children  Bill  [h.l.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order). 

Clause  1  : — 

Lord  Dufiboyne  . .         . .         . .         . .     829 

Amendment  moved — 

*^  In  page  1 ,  line  7,  to  leave  out  Clause  1  and  to  insert  as  a  new 
clause  :  *  Every  agent  or  servant  of  any  licensed  person  who  knowingly 
sells  or  delivers  any  intoxicating  liquor  to  any  person  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  intoxicating  Liquors  (Sale  to  Children)  Act,  1901, 
shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided  by  the  aforesaid  Act 
in  the  case  of  a  similar  offence  committed  by  such  licensed  person.'  " — 
{Lord  Dunboyne.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Conmiittee ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amende 
(Ko.  47). 

NiBW  Zbaland  and  Pbefbbence. 

Earl  Beauchamp        830 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  {The   Duke   of    Marl* 

borough)  830 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Seven  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow,  half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OP   COMMONS:    THURSDAY,   21st   APRIL,    1904* 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED   PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bill  Petitions  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with). — 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  ccmplied 
with,  viz  : — Richard  Jaeger's  Patent.  Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders S32 
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Provisional  Obdeb  Bills  (Standing  Obdebs  appucable  thebeto  Com- 
PLIED  with). — Mr.  Speakeb  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examineis  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Beading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  BilL  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow    —        . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     83S 

Lancashire  and  Torkshire  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill.— Ordered,  That 
tiie  liinutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill,  of  the  Session  1902,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Bailway  (Various  Powers) 
Bill  of  this  session. — (TA^  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 833 

Chesiiire  Electricity  and  Power  Oas  Bill.— Reported   [Preamble   not 

proved]  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 833 


Message  ybom  the  Lobds. — That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  ^'  An  Act 
to  empower  the  Corporation  of  Barrow-in-Furness  to  construct  an  opening 
bridge  across  Walney  Channel ;  to  make  certain  street  works  ;  to  lay  down 
additional  tramways,  and  to  execute  works  in  connection  with  their  water 
undertaking ;  and  for  other  purposes." — [Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation 
BiU  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
certain  lands  and  for  the  construction  of  certain  authorised  works  by  the 
Southport  and  Lytham  Tr^mroad  Company,  and  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Southport,  to  authorise  the  raising  of  further 
capital  and  for  other  purposes."  [Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill  [Lords]  833 


Barrow-in-Fomess  Corporation  Bill  [Lords];  Southport  and  Lytham  Tram- 
road  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills 884 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petitions  for  alteration :  from  Orkney ;  Cal- 
lander ;  and  Breadalbane  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        834 

Income-Tax  and  Inhabited  House  Duty. —Petition  from  Croydon,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        834 

Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law :  from  Middles- 
borough  ;  ELimant ;  Creiglwyn ;  Cefn-canol ;  Llawrycwm  ;  Birmingham  ; 
Machynlleth  ;  Siloh ;  Cyrnybwch  ;  Esgairgertieg ;  Horeb  ;  Leeds  ;  Llan- 
gyniew ;  Saron  ;  Somersham  ;  Tonbridge  ;  Welling ;  Eennington  ;  Ilford  ; 
Dumfries  ;  Chipping  Norton ;  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  Denbigh  ;  Woolwich  ; 
North  Eent ;  Llangadfan  (two) ;  Manchester  ;  Goshen  ;  Meifod ;  Llanid- 
loes ;  Neuadd  ;  Llanbrynmair  ;  Ysgangciliog  ;  Llangadvan  ;  Elim  ; 
Maengwynedd  ;  Ouilden  Morden  ;  Ney  and  ;  Pembroke  ;  Denbigh ;  Sketty 
Glasgow  ;  Watford  ;  Slough  ;  Aldershot ;  and  Colnbrook  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table ..     834 
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Licensed  Premises  (Hours  op  Closing). — ^Petition  from  Islington,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ^34 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill.— Petition  ot 
the  Scottish  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers'  Association,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 
theTable 8^^ 

Rating  of  Machinery  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Middlesbrough,  against ;    to  lie 

upon  the  Table S34 

Eb-Vaccination  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Kensington  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  «34 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill. — ^Petitions  against :  from  Burton-on-Trent :  and  Wok- 
ing ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  835 

Sale  op  Butter  Bill. — Petition  from  Kensington,  for  alteration ;  to  lie  upon 

theTable 835 

Transvaal  (Chinese  Labour  Ordinance). — Petition  from  Ponlar.  for  with- 
drawal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 835 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

Board  of  Education. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  a  Public  Inquiry  held  under 
Sections  16  and  23  of  The  Education  Act,  1902,  and  Section  73  of  The  Ele- 
mentary Education  Act,  18  <0,  by  A.  T.  Laurence,  Esq.,  K.C.,  at  Carmarthen 
on  the  24th  and  25th  March,  1904  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    . .     835 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3140  and  3141  fby  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table      . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     835 

Business  of  the  House.— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table,  Manual  of  Pro- 
cedure in  the  Public  Business  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1904  . .         . .     835 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

New  Voluntary  School  at  Haywards  Heath. — ^Question,  Mr.  James  Hope 

(Fifeshire,  W.) ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Anson 835 

Inquiry  into  Education  Act  at  Carmarthen. — Question,  Colonel  Lockwood 

(Essex,  Epping) ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Anson  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .     836 

Boarded  out  Children  in  England  and  Wales. — Question,  Sir  Walter 

Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long      . .         . .         . .     836 

Tea  Imports. — Question,  Sir  Edward  Sassoon  (Hythe) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen 

Chamberlain  836 

Exchequer  Deficit. — Question,  Mr.  McCrae  (Edinburgh,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Austen  Chamberlain 836 

National  Debt. — Question,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Austen  Chamberlain         838 
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Incomb  of  Avbbaoe  Wobkinq  Class  Family. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel 

(Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 839 

Post  Officb  Night  Mbssbnobbs  in  Scotland. — Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien 

(Kilkenny) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley 839 

Indian  (}oinagb. — Question,   Mr.   Schwann   (Manchester,   N.) ;  Answer,   Mr. 

Brodiick 839 

Indian  Police  Commission — Publication  of  Rbpobt. — Question,  Sir  Seymour 

King  (Hull,  Central) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 841 

Nbw  Abmy  Scheme — Cost  of  Staff. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  (Bristol, 

R.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  842 

Promotion  to  the  Bank  of  Colonel  and  Majob-Obnebal. — Question,  Sir 

Came  Rasch  (Essex,  Chelmsford) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster      . .         . .     843 

Impobt  Duties  on  Aqbioultubal  Implements  in  West  Afbica.— Question, 

Mr.  Herbert  Samuel ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton 843 

Bobb  Wab  Compensation. — Question,   Mr.   Brjm  Roberts  (Carnarvonshire, 

Eifion) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton . .     843 

BnufiNOHAM  AND  SouTHWABK  BiSHOPBios  BiLL — SECOND  READING. — Question, 
Sir  J.  Fergusson  (Manchester,  N.E.),  and  Mr.  Charles  McArthur  (Liverpool, 
Exchange) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 844 

QVE8T10NS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Sixth  Volunteee  Battalion  The  King's  Livebpool  Regiment — Lieutenant 
Gbebn's  Case. — Question,  Mr.  Rea  (Gloucester) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Belfast,  W.)         *  . .     844 

Railway  Couplings. — Question,  Mr.  Bell  (Derby);   Answer,  The  President  of 

the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Oerald  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)         845 

1bi8H  Land  Act  Finance. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Craig  (Antrim,  S.) ;  Answer, 
The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Victor  Clavendish,  Derbyshire, 
W.)  847 

Numbeb  of  People  engaged  in  Agbicultube  in  Scotland. — Question,  Mr. 
Eugene  Wason  (Clackmannan  and  Kinross) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes 
(Huntingdonshire,  Ramsey)         847 

BoABD  OF  Agbicultube  Assistant  Inspbctobs.— Question,  Dr.  Farquharson 

(Aberdeenshire,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes 848 

Shop  Houbs  Bill. — Question,  Mr.  James  Reid  (Greenock) ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St. 
Augustine's)  . .         848 

SxPXBiMENTS  ON  DoGS. — Question,  Mr.  Logan  (Leicestershire,  Harborough) ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Akers-Douglas        848 
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NuBSiKQ  IN  Workhouses. — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  (Manchester,  N.) ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Local  (Government  Board  (Mr.  Grant  Lawson,  York- 
shire, N.B.,  Thirsk)  84^ 

Congo  Free  State — Trade  Regulations. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel 
(Yorkshire,  Cleveland) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Earl  Percy,  Kensington,  S.) 849 

BoNAMARGT  BuiNS. — Question,  Mr.  Sloan  (Belfast,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) 850 

Ballinasloe  Lunatio  Asylum — Charge  against  an  Attendant.— Question 

Mr.  Sloan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham       850 

Ballinasloe  Lunatic  Asylum — Resident  Medical  Superintendent. — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Sloan  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  851 

Down  County  Court  Judge  and  the  Newcastle  Voting  Register. — Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Charles  Chraig  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Tryone,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Wyndham  852 

Sunday  Hurling  Matches  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Craig  ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham        852 

Defence  Committee  op  the  Cabinet. — Questions,  Sir  CharlesDilke  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean),  and  Sir  John  Colomb  (Great  Yarmouth) ;  Answers, 
The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.) 854 

BiRBONGHAM  AND  SouTHWARK  BisHOPRio  BiLL. — Question,  Sir  J.  Fergusson 

(Manchester,  N.E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour         855 

Business  op  the  House. — Question,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling 

Burghs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 855 

PuBUO  Accounts  Committee. — Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords 
to  request  that  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  give  leave  to  Sir  Henry 
Graham,  E.C.B.,  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  to  attend  to  be  examined  as  a 
Witness  before  the  Committee  of  Public  Accounts.— (Sir  Bram'pUm  Chirdan)    8W 

Selection  (Standing  Committee?). — 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  they  had 
discharged  the  following  Member  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade     j 
(includmg  Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  in  respect 
of  the  Savings  Banks  Acts  Amendment  Bill :  Mr.  Broadhurst ;  and  had  ap- 
pointed in  substitution  :  Mr.  Batty  Langley 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 856 

NEW  BILL. 

Chartered  Societies  Bill.—''  To  provide  for  the  further  protection  of  Char- 
tered Societies,"  presented  by  Sir  John  RoUeston ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Fletcher  Moulton,  Sir  James  Woodhouse,  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs,  Sir  Francis 
Evans,  and  Mr.  Hunter  Craig  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  5th 
May,  and  to  be  printed.    fBiU  1^0        ^M 
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Busnrsss  of  the  Houbb  (Supply). — Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  precedence  this  day  of  the  Business  of  Supply. — (Mr,  A,  J. 
Balfour) 856 

Ways  and  Means. —  ^ 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee). 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
^loOME  Tax. — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  income  tax  shall  be 
charged  for  the  year  beginning  the  6th  day  of  April,  1904,  at  the  rate  of  one 
shilling — (Mr.  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  HanUets,  Poplar)         856 

Sir  John  Gorst  (Cambridge  Vniverfiity)         . .         . .                               . .  863 

Mr.  Ritchie  (Croydon)                       865 

Sir  Brampton  Ourdon  (Norfolk,  N.)           871 

Mr.  BUiot  (Durham)            873 

Mr.  BroadJiurst  (Leicester) 877 

Mr.  CKbson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 87^ 

Mr.  Rundman  (Dewsbury) 888 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcester- 
shire, E.)            891 

Mr.  Channing  (NorthamptonahirCy  E.)                             ♦. 900 

Mr.J.F.Hoj)e(Sheffidd,Briqhtside)         905 

Mr.  Joseph  Walton  ( Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Batnsley) .910 

And,  being  half -past  Severn  of  the  dock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair 
to  make  his  Beport  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENINO  SITTING. 
Wats  and  Means. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

fMr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

IvooMX  Tax. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *^  That  Income  Tax  shall  be  charged 
for  the  year  beginning  the  6th  day  of  April,  1904,  at  the  rate  of  one  shil- 
ling."—(Ifr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 
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Mr.  Joseph  WaUon 

Mr.  Seymour  Ormsby-Oore  (LincoliMhire,  Ghiinsborotigh) 

Mr.  Stuart  Samuel  {Tower  Hamlets,  Whitecha'pel) 

Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse  (Sonverset,  E.)  ,. 

Mr.  Bryn  Roberts  {Carnarvonshire,  Eifion)  . . 

Mr.  Martin  {Worcestershire.  Droitwich) 

Major  Jameson  {Clare,  W.) 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 

Mr.  Cawley  {Lancashire,  Prestxoich) . . 

Mr.  Bond  {Nottingham,  E.) 

Mr.  Whitley  {Halifax)  

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  proceeded  to  interrupt  the  business. 

Whereupon  Sir  Fbbdebick  Banbury  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to 
move,  '*  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  proceeded  t&  a  division,  and  the  Chairman  stated  that 
he  thought  the  Ayes  had  it ;  and  on  his  decision  being  challenged,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  division  was  frivolously  claimed,  and  he  accordingly  called 
upon  the  Members  who  supported  and  who  challenged  his  decision  succes- 
sively to  rise  in  their  places,  and  he  declared  the  Ayes  had  it,  six  Members 
only  who  challenged  his  decision  having  stood  up. 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  214  ;  Noes,  16.    (Division  List  No.  90.) 

Whereupon  the*Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS :    FRmAT,  22nd  APRIL,  1904. 

SAT  FIRST. 
The  Lord  Ravensworth  sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  kinsman     941 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 
Great  Central  and  Midland  Joint  Railways.  The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table 941 

Richard  J  AsaBR's  Patent  (Petition  for  Bill). — Examiners'  Certificate  of  non- 
compliance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  next    941 
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Manchester  Ship  Canal  (Finance)  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  witii  Amendments    941 

Lahcashibe  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 

with  Amendments         *  . .  . .  941 

Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  26th  of  February  and  the  22nd  of 
March  discharged,  and  Bill  committed  for  Thursday  next 941 

Belfast  and  North-East  Ireland  Electricity  and  Power  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]. — 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  the 
22nd  of  February  and  the  22nd  of  March  discharged,  and  Bill  committed    9  1 

Buxton- Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of 
the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  19th  of  February  and  the  22nd 
of  March  discharged,  and  Bill  committed         . .  941 

Kmg's  CoUege  Hospital  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Ilford  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[H.L.] ;  West  Riding  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Mid-Cheshire  Tramways  Bill 
[h.l.]  ;  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  Bill 
[h.l]  ;  Great  Yarmouth  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North  Wales  Electric  Power 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Oakengates,  Dawley,  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords  be  pre 
posed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills  ;  vi^. : — D.  Manchester,  L.  Zouche  of  Haryngworth,  L.  Clifford  of 
Chudleigh  (Chairman),  L.  Ravensworth,  L.  Rosmead  ;  agreed  to,  and  the  said 
Lords  appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next  at 
eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the 
petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as 
d^ired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills.    . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .       ^42 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  48.)— A 
Bin  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Bath  Rural  District, 
Brynmawr,  Chippenham,  Eastleigh  and  Bishopstoke,  Hanwell,  Southgate 
Urban  District,  Tamworth,  Walton-le-Dale,  Watford,  and  Widnes  (Amend- 
ment) ;   and 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  [h.l.]  (No.  49.)— A  BiU 
to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Birkenhead  (Extension), 
Bishop  Auckland  (Amendment),  Huddersfield  (Extension  to  Golcar),  Maiden- 
head (Extensions),  Milford  on-Sea,  Newquay,  Penzance,  Ramsgate,  Sunder- 
land Districts,  and  Tavistock. 

Were  presented  by  the  Earl  Waldegrave  (for  the  Lord  Wolverton) ;  read 

!• ;   to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  . .         . .     942 
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Wellington  Collbob. — Report  of  the  Governors  for  the  year  ended  the  3l8t 

December,  1903  ;  with  accounts  943 

Tbadb. — Annual  statement  of  the  Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Foreign 
Countries  and  British  Possessions,  1903,  compared  with  the  four  preceding 
years.  Volume  I.  (Summaries,  Abstract  and  Detailed  Tables  of  Imports  and 
Exports.) 943 

CoMMEBCiAL  INTELLIGENCE.— Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  Advisory 

Committee  on  Commercial  Intelligence  with  reference  to  their  proceedings     943 

Board  of  Agbicultubb  and  Fishebies  (Railway  Rates  and  Facilities). 

Correspondence  between  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the 
Railway  Companies  in  Great  Britain  as  to  the  carriage  of  agricultural 
produce  and  requisites  ;  with  appendices. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       . .         • .     94S 

Polling  Distbicts  (Bobough  of  Walsall). — Order,  made  by  the  council  of 

the  borough  of  Walsall,  altering  certain  polling  districts  in  the  borough   . .     943 

Mebchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. — Order  in  Council,  of  2l8t  April,  1904,  approv- 
ing by-laws  made  by  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  with  respect 
to  the  contribution  to  be  made  towards  the  pilotage  funds  of  the  Liverpool 
districts  by  the  masters  and  mates  of  vessels  holding  pilotage  certificates  . .     943 

Railways  Companies'  Powebs  Act,  1864. 

Draft  certificate  of  the  Board  of  Trade  authorising  the  London  and  South- 
western Railway  Company  to  raise  additional  capital. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  . .     944 

Impobtation  of  Dogs. — 

The  Earl  of  Lytton ..     944 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (The  Earl  of 
Onslow) . .     945 
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Amj  (Annual)  Bill. — [Second  Readino.] — Ordei  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Keading  read. 

Tke  Under-Seeretary  of  StaU  for  War  (The  Earl  of  Donoughmore)  . .     948 

Moved,  "  That  the  BiD  be  read  2».'*— (TAc  Earl  of  Donoughmore.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2\  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

8ea  nsheries  Bill  [h.l.]. — Amendments  reported  (according;  to  Order),  and 

Bill  to  be  read  3»  on  Monday  next        949 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Five  o'clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS:    FRIDAY,   22nd   APRIL,    1904. 
The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED     PRIVATE     BILL     BUSINESS. 

London  County  Council  (Money  Bill)  Standing  Obders  Applicable 
Thebbto  Complied  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — London  County 
Council  (Money)  Bill.    Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  . .         . .     949 

Ameraham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District  Water  Bill.— Read  the  third  time, 

and  passed 949 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill.— To  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday 

next  949 

Idyerpool  and  London  and  Qlobe  Insorance  Company  Bill  [Lords].— To 

be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next  (Evening  Sitting) 949 

Tyneside  Tramways  and  Tramroads  BiU  [Lords].— Read  a  second  time,  and 

conmiitted . .     950 

Local  Gtoremment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill- Read  a  second  time, 

ETi   and  committed 950 

Local  Qovbbnment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5).— Bill  to  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  Bradford 
(Yorkshire),  Ealing,  Eaton  Bray  (Rural),  Glastonbury,  Rhyl,  and  the  Fylde 
Water  Board  District,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  and 
Mr.  Walter  Long  

Local  Gknremment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill—''  To  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  relating  to  Bradford 
(Yorkshire),  Ealing,  Eaton  Bray  (Rural),  Glastonbury,  Rhyl,  and  the  Fylde 
Water  Board  District,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to 
"be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bill?,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  161.]  950 
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PwvATB  Bills  (Group  F). — Sir  Joseph  Lbbsb  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  F  of  Private  Bills  ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the  Com- 
mittee had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ^50 

Bamet  District  Oas  and  Water  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 

to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed        950 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.— Reported,  without 
Amendment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday  next        . .     960 

Donegal  Railway  Bill. — Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon 

the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 960 

Ipswich  Dock  Oommission  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Tynemouth  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — Re- 
ported, with  Amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table  <w         •  •         •  •     950 

Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  Etc.)  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  without 

Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed        . .         . .     950 

Weston-super-Mare  Qrand  Pier  Bill  [Lords].— Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time        . .     951 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Oompany  Bill  [Lords].— Re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    Bill  to  be  read 
the  third  time       . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  . .         . .         . .     951 

Commons  (Regulation  of  Gxshott  Heath,  in  the  Pabish  of  Cobham,  Subbby, 
AND  Regulation  of  Mebbow  Downs,  in  the  Pabish  of  Mebbow,  Subbby). 
— Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  Evidence  relative 
thereto,  brought  up,  and  read.  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  137.]         951 


Message  fbom  the  Lobds. — That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act 
for  incorporating  and  conferring  powers  on  the  Barnard  Castle  Gas  Com- 
pany.''   [Barnard  Castle  Gas  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled, "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Preston  and  Blackburn 
Tramways  Company,  and  to  empower  that  Company  to  make  and  maintain 
a  tramway  and  other  works  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Preston  and  Black- 
bum  Tramways  Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Corporation  of 
Chesterfield  to  construct  and  work  tramways ;  to  execute  further  street 
works  and  improvements  ;  to  extend  their  area  for  the  supply  of  electricity ; 
to  make  further  provision  for  the  improvement,  local  government,  and 
health  of  the  borough  of  Chesterfield ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Chester- 
field Corporation  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill  [Lords.]       . .         . .     951 

Barnard  Castle  Oas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Chesterfield  Corporation  (Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill 
[Lords]. — Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills 961 


Railway  Bills  (Gboup  No.  7).— Ordered,  That  George  Edmund  Shanahan  do 
attend  the  Committee  on  Group  No.  7  of  Railway  Bills  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock 961 
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Elbctrig  LiaHTiNG  (London)  Bill. — Petition  from  Islington,  against  (praying 

to  be  heard  by  counsel) ;  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Bill         . .     952 

Ihoomb  Tax  ahd  Inhabited  House  Duty.— Two  Petitions  from  London,  for 

alteration  of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 952 

LiOBHGES  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law;  from  Chester; 
Laorieston  ;  Ipswich  ;  Leamington  ;  Glasgow ;  Kingsland  ;  Allonby ; 
Carlisle  ;  Barrow-on-Soar ;  Crossgar ;  Prees  ;  Seaham  Harbour  ;  Qlossop 
(two) ;  Leek  ;  Penybont ;  Cricklewood  ;  Church  ;  and  Norwich  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 952 

Rk-vaccination  Bill. — Petition  from  Hanley,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    952 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill. — Petitions  against ;  from  Swansea  ;   Qreat  Grimsby ; 

Loughborough  ;  and  Harlesden  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       952 

Vaccination  Acts. — Petition  from  Reading,  for  repeal ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    952 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Wellington  College. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  (Jovemors  of  Welling- 
ton College  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1903,  with  Accounts  [by 
Command] ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table 953 

PoLLiNo  Districts   (Borough    of    Walsall). — Copy   presented,    of   Order 
^  made  by  the  Ooimcil  of  the  Borough  of  Walsall,  altering  certain  Polling 
Districts  in  the  Borough  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 953 

KiBCHANT  Shipping  Act,  1894. — Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of  21st 
April,  1904,  approving  Bye-laws  made  by  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour 
Board,  with  respect  to  the  contribution  to  be  made  towards  the  pilotage 
funds  of  the  Liverpool  district  by  the  masters  and  mates  of  vessels  holding 
pilotage  certificates  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 953 

TiADB  (Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions). — Copy  presented, 
of  Aimual  Statement  of  the  Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  Foreign  coun- 
tries and  British  Possessions  for  1903.  Volume  I.  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 953 

Commercial  Intelligence  Committee. — Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  AdvisSry  Committee  on  Commercial  Intelligence  with 
reference  to  their  proceedings  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .     95^ 

Railwats  (Cbrttficates)  (London  and  South  Western  Railway  Company). 
— Copy  presented,  of  Draft  Certificate  of  the  Board  of  Trade  authorising 
the  London  and  South  Western  Railway  Company  to  raise  additional 
Capital  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  953 

Railway  Rates  and  Facilities. — Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence  between 
&e  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  Railway  Companies  in 
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with  Appendices  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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Flbets  (G&eat  Britain  and  Foreign  Countries). — Return  preBented,  relative 
thereto,  [ordered  28tli  March  ;  Sir  Charles  Dilke]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.    [No.  136.] 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Pay  o»  Customs — ^Watchers. — Question,  Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish     . .         . .         964 

Poor  Prisoners  Defence  Act — Rules. — Question,  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts  (Carnar- 
vonshire, Eifion) ;  Answer,  Mr  Akers-Douglas 964 

Postal  Arrangements  at  Rathdangan,  County  Wicklow. — Question,  Mr. 

James  O'Connor  (Wicklow,  W.) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley 966 

Post  Opwce — Money  Found  on  Public  Counters. — Question,  Mr.  James 

O'Connor  ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley  966 

Carriage  op  Goods — Liability  of  Shipping  Companies. — Question,  Mr.  Pirie 

(Aberdeen,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Oerald  Balfour 966 

Consumption  of  British  and  Foreign-made  Cigarettes. — Question,  Sir 

Walter  Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) ;  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain      . .         . .     966 

Yield  of  Taxes. — Question,  Mr.  Toulmin  (Lancashire,  Bury) ;   Answer,  Mr. 

Austen  Chamberlain  967 

Tram  Car  Licences  in  Dublin. — Question,  Mr.  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College 

Green) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham 957 

Army  Regulations  in  Canada.— Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire, 

Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forst^r  968 

Trade  Unioiui  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill— [Second  Beading].— Order  for 
Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  Paultan  {Durham^  Bishop  Auckland)  . .  958 

Mr.  Johnson  {Oateshead) 962 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Cclond  Pilkington  (Lancashire,  Clitheroe) 96S 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,*  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add 
the  words  *  upon  this  day  six  months.'  " — {Colonel  Pilkington.) 

Question  proppsed,  "  That  the  word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


ipr.  25.] 


Ixxxi 
Page 


The  Prime  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 


A.  J,  Balfour, 


Manchester,  E.)  . 
Sir  Robert  Reid  (Dumfries  Burghs)  . . 
Mr.  Cripps  (Lancashire,  Stretford)  , . 

Mr.  BeU  (Derby)        

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  (Sheffield,  Hallam) 

Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  County,  N.) 

Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (Oldham) 

Mr.  Robson  (South  Shields)    . . 

The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Robert  Ftnlay,  Inverness  Burghs) 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  238  ;  Noes,  199.     (Division  List  No.  91.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc." — (Mr.  Paulton.) 

And  it  being  after  half -past  Five  of  the  clock,  and  objection  being  talcen  to 
Further  Proceeding,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Friday  next. 

Adjourned  at  nineteen  minutes  before  Six  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS  :    MONDAY,  25th  APRIL,  1904. 

A  Question  of  Procedure. — The  Lord  Chancellor  (The  Earl  of  Halsbury) . .  1013 

Moved,  "  That  the  entry  in  the  Journals  of  Thursday  last,  stating  that  Lord 
Hartismere  (L,  Henniker)  sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  be  vacated.  That  the  entry  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  Hartis- 
mere among  the  Lords  present  on  Thursday  last  be  vacated.  That  the 
signature  on  the  Test  Roll  be  vacated." — (The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Agreed  to ;  and  ordered  accordingly. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 
— ^Bishop's  Stortford  and  District  Gas ;  Brixham  Gas ;  St.  Marylebone 
Electric  Lighting  ;  Colney  Hatch  Gas  ;  London  and  North  Western  Railway ; 
Midland  Railway ;  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway ; 
Felixstowe  Gas ;  Birkdale  Improvement ;  Acton  Improvement ;  Soothill 
Nether  Urban  District  Tramways  ;  Southend-on-Sea  Gas.  The  same  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1014 

Di  Travford  Estate. — Petition  for  a  Private  BiU  ;  together  with  a  copy  of  the 

proposed  Bill  annexed  thereto  ;  read  and  referred  to  two  English  Judges  . .   1014 
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Lord  Tbbdgab's  Supplemental  Estate. — Petition  for  a  Private  Bill ;  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  proposed  Bill  annexed  thereto  ;  read,  and  referred  to  two 
English  Judges 1014 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill. — A  petition  of  Messrs.  Batten 
Proffitt,  and  Scott,  of  32,  Great  George  Street,  London,  praying  for  leave  to 
present  a  petition  of  the  East  Ham  Urban  District  Council,  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bill,  although  the  time  limited  by  Standing 
Order  No.  93  for  presenting  such  petition  has  expired  ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table  ;  and  Standing  Order  No.  93  to  be  considered  To-morrow 
in  order  to  its  being  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the  said  petition      . .      . .   1014 

Holywood  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]. — A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 

Committee 1014 

Cbippenham  Oas  Bill. — Read  2*^,  and  committed.  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection 1015 

Kirkby-in-Ashfleld  Urban  District  Oas  Bill.— Read  2"  and  committed    . .  1015 

Sheppy  Gas  Bill. — Read  2%  and  committed.    The  Committee  to  be  proposed 

by  the  Committee  of  Selection    . ,         . .         . .         . .         . .         , .         . .  1015 

Wellington  (Somerset)  Oas  Bill.— Read  2'',  and  committed 1015 

North  Staifordshire  Railway  Bill.— Read  2*,  and  committed.  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 1015 

Norwich   Water  Bill.— Sutton  Gas  Bill ;  Croydon  Gas  Bill.    Read  2»,  and 

committed  1015 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill.— Read  2»,  and  committed.    The  Committee 

to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 1016 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill.- Read 2^  ..  - ..  1015 

Eyde  Gas  Bill.— Read  2»,  and  committed 1015 

Amersham,   Beaconsfield  and  District  Water  Bill.— Brought  from  the 

Commons  ;  read  !•,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 1015 

Lothians  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.].— Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the 

3rd  of  May  next 1015 

Pier  and  Harbour^Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [h.l.].— A  Bill  to  confirm 
a  Provisional  Order  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  General  Pier  and 
Harbour  Act,  1861,  relating  to  Wexford,  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Wolver- 
ton  ;  read  la,  to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.     (No,  50.)      ..   1015 

PETITIONS. 

Intoxicating  Liquors.— Petition  against  the  sale  of,  on  Sundays ;  of  inhabitants 

of  Plymouth;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     ..         1016 

Weights  and  Measures  (Metric  System)  Bill  [h.  l.].— Petition  in  favour  of  ; 
of  Parliamentary  and  Police  Boroughs  of  Scotland ;  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table 1015 
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Superannuation. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  16tli  April,  1904,  declaring  Chengtu  to  be  an  un- 
healthy place  within  the  meaning  of  the  Superannuation  Act,  1876 

Treasury  minute,  dated  19th  April,  1904,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to 
Herbert  C.  Steeds,  counter  clerk  and  telegraphist,  London  Post  Office, 
under  Section  2  of  the  Superannuation  Act,  1887  1016 

Companies  (Windino-Up)  Act,  1890. — Account  showing  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture on  account  of  proceedings  under  the  companing  (Winding-up)  Act,  1890, 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1904  1016 

Bankruptcy  Act,  1883  (Pboceedinqs). — Account  showing  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure on  account  of  bankruptcy  proceedings  during  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1904  1016 

ELiicBNTAjftY  School  Teachebs  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898. 

Rule  amending  Rule  24  (1)  (a)  of  the  School  Teachers'  Superannuation 
Rules  (Scotland),  1899 

Rule  amending  Rule  24  (1)  (a)  of  the  School  Teachers'  Superannuation 
Rules  (Scotland),  1899. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  1016 

Education  (Scotland). — liinute  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  in 
Scotland,  dated  25th  April,  1904,  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
general  aid  grant 1017 

IsDU  (Census). — General  Report  of  the  Census  of  India,  1901 1017 

Historical  Manuscripts  (Royal  Commission). 

Report  on  the  manuscripts  of  the  Marquess  of  Bath,  preserved  at  Long- 
leat,  Wiltshire.    Vol.  I. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ..         ..1017 

Army  (Annual)  Bill. — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order).  Bill  reported, 
witiiout  amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read 
3»  to-morrow         1017 

NEW  BILL. 

Herchant  Shipping  Bill  [h.l.].— A  Bill  to  amend  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts, 
1894  to  1900,  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Wolverton  ;  read  1*  ;  to  be  printed ; 
and  to  be  read  2<^  on  Thursday  next.     (No.  51.)  1017 

Mardtbrs  and  Income-Tax. 

LordMuskerry  1017, 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War  {The  Earl  of  Donoughmore)  . .   1019 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Five  o'clock,  till  To-morrow 
half-past  Ten  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :  MONDAY,   25th  APRIL,   1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
Complied  With). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the 
Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are  applicable  there- 
to, have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad 
(Extension  of  Time)  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  1020 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (No  Standing  ORi>ERS  Applicable). — Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable,  viz. : — ^Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow     . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .   1020 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  Applicable  Thereto  Complied 
WiTH).-Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  re- 
ferred on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable 
thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  4)  Bill.  Ordered, 
That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow  ..         ..         ..         ..   1021 

Southend  Water  Bill. — Lords  Amendment  considered,  amended,  and  agreed 

to  1021 

Appleby  Corporation  Gas  Bill  [LoRDS.]~Read  the  third  time,  and   passed, 

with  Amendments  . .         . .         . .         . .  . .         . .         . .   1021 

Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill.--Read  the  third  time,  and 


1021 

MuUingar,  Sells,  and  Drogheda  Railway  Bill.— As  amended,  considered ; 

to  be  read  the  third  time 1021 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill  (By  Order.)— Read  the  third  time,  and 

passed  1021 

Preston,  Ohorlev,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [Lords.]— Ordered,  That 
in  the  case  of  the  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tramways  Bill  [Lords], 
Standing  Orders  204  and  235  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time, — {The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means). 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 1021 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.— Read  the  third  time, 

and    passed  102X 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  BiU.— Reported, 
^    with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     . .   102  X 
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PETITIONS. 

Bishoprics  pv  Southwark  and  Birmingham  Bill. — Petition  from  Salisbury, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .   1021 

Church  Discipline  Bill. — Petition  from  Salisbury,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  1022 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petitions  for  alterations ;  from  Brechin ;  and 
Fife  and  Angus  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1022 

House-'Letting  (Scotland)  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Glasgow,  against ;  to  lie  upon 

the    Table  1022 

Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Matlock ; 
Sheffield ;  Stratford  ;  Aberdeen  ;  ToUerton  ;  Wandsworth  Common  ; 
Islington  ;  Epping  ;  Pencainewydd  Denbigh  ;  Bamsley  ;  Cleator  Moor  ; 
Gravesend  ;  and  Wigan ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1022 

Marriage  With  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Salisbury, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1022 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill. — Petition  from  Greenock,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  1022 

Merchant  Shipping  (Lighthouses)  Bill. — Petition  from  Greenock,  in  favour ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table 1022 

Rb- Vaccination  Bill. — Two  Petitions  from  St.  Pancras,  against ;  to  lie  upon 

tiie  Table      ..         1022 

Re- Vaccination  Bill. — ^Petitions  in  favour ;  from  Scarborough  ;  and  Fins- 
bury  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1022 

Sale  of  Butter  Bill. — Petition  from  Peterborough,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  1022 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill. — Petition  from  Evesham,  in 

favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1022 
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Education  (Scotland). — Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated  25th  April,  1904,  providing  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  General  Aid  Grant  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         . .     1023 

East  India  (Census). — Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  of  the  Census  of  India, 
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Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  • 1023 
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I.  - 

NEW  BILL. 

•Charitable  Loan  Societies  (Ireland)  Bill.— **  To  amend  the  Charitable 
Loan  Societies  (Ireland)  Act,  1900,"  presented  by  Mr.  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Billl62] 1062 

Aliens  Bill! — [Second  Reading]. — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Oloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean)  1062 

Mr.  Trevelyan  ( Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Elland) 1075 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word  *  That'  in  order  to  add 
the  words  *  this  House,  holding  that  the  veils  of  low-priced  alien  labour 
can  best  be  met  by  legislation  to  prevent  sweating,  desires  to  assure 
itself  before  assenting  to  the  Aliens  Bill  that  sufficient  regard  is  had  in 
the  proposed  measure  to  the  retention  of  the  principle  of  asylum  for  the 
victims  of  persecution.'  ''—{Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 
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Qaestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

Major  Evans  Gordon  (Tower  Hamlets,  Stepney) 1083 

Mr.  Hayes  Fisher  (Fulham) 1091 

Mr.  AsquUh  (FifesMre,  E.) 1094 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol, 

S.)  1099 

Mr.  Norman  (Wolverhampton,  S.) 1106 

Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)     ..  1113 

Mr.  Stuart  Samud  (Tower  Hamlets,  Whitechflpel) 1117 

Mr.  Forde  Ridley  (Bethnal  Green,  S.W.) 1118 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Toiper  Hamlets,  Poplar)        1124 

Mr.  Peel  (Manchester,  S.) 1129 

And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 
Aliens  BilL 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  [25th  April]  to 
Question  [25th  Apnl],  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 


Which  Amendment 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word '  That,'  in  order  to  add 
the  words  *  this  House,  holding  that  the  evils  of  low-priced  alien  labour 
can  best  be  met  by  legislation  to  prevent  sweating,  desires  to  assure  itself 
before  assenting  to  the  Aliens  Bill,  that  sufficient  regard  is  had  in  the 
proposed, measure  to  the  retention  of  the  principle  of  asylum  for  the 
victims  of  persecution.'  " — (Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  Peel         ' 1131 

Mr.  Atherley- Jones  (Durham,  N.W.)  1133 

Sir  Howard  Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central) 1135 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdem,  S.) 1137 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas, 

KerU,  St.  Augustine's) 1143 

Mr.  John  Bums  (Battersea) 1149 

Sir  Came  Rasch  (Essex,  €hdmsford)  1159 

Question  put.  n 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  241 ;  Noes,  117.    (Division  List  No.  92.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time>  and  committed  for  this  day. 
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Savings  Bank  Acts  Amendment  [Deficiency  Annuity]. 

Resolution  reported,  *'  That  it  is  ezepedient  to  authorise  the  continuance  of 
the  payment  of  the  terminable  annuity  payable  under  Section  1  of  the 
Savings  Banks  Act,  1880,  in  each  year  up  to  the  end  of  the  half-year  end- 
ing on  20th  May,  1917,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present  session 
to  amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution. 

And,  it  being  after  Midnight,  and  objection  being  taken  to  further  Pro- 
ceeding, the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  this  day  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  . .  1163 

On  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

The  ParKamentary  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  {Sir  A.  Adand-Hood, 

Somersetshire,  Wdlington)        1164 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS :  TUESDAY,  26th  APRIL,  1904. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Standing  Ordebs  Committee. — Report  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  Richard  Jaeger's  Patent — (Petition  for  Bill) 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  leave  given  to  introduce  the  Bill.  Read,  and 
agreed   to  1165 

Ebbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water  Bill  [h.l.]— Reported  from  the  Select 

Committee,  with  Amendments    . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  1165 

Oreat  Northern  and  City  Railway  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill.— Corbridge 

Oas  Bill.    Reported,  without  Amendment 1166 

South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Bill  [h.l.]  ;-Chesterfield  Oas  and 

Water  Board  BUI  [h.l.].    Reported  with  Amendments        1165 

Shipley  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ;-Hampton-in-Arden  Gas  Bill ; 
Great  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats)  Bill;  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
Bill  [h.l.].    Reported,  with  Amendments 116 

Mid-Oheshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].— The  Lord  Balfour  informed  the  House 
that  the  Promoters  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill.  The 
Orders  made  on  the  26th  of  February  and  Friday  last  discharged.  Ordered 
that  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with    . .         .  1 165 

Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway  (Abandonment)  Provisional  Order. 
— Ordered,  That  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  of  this  House  on 
the  Bill  for  the  Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway  Act,  1900,  he  referred  to 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  to  inquire  into  the  Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway 

^        (Abandonment)  Draft  Provisional  Order,  1904  1165 
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Idverpool  and  Wigan  Churches  Bill  [h.l.]. — Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of 
the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  4th  and  24th  of  March  last 
discharged,    and    Bill    committed       ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..   1165 

Local  Gtovemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill. — Brought  from  the 

Commons  ..         ..         ..         ...       ••         ..         ..         ••         ..     1166 

Thnrles  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill  ;-Wolverh^pton  Corporation 
BLQ. — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ;  and  referred  to  the  Exam- 
iners ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         .•         •*         '•         ..    '     ..  1166 

Appleby  Corporation  Oas  Bill  [h.l.]. — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to,  with  .^endments.     The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to  1166 

Southend  Water  Bill. — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendment 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to     ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..1166 

King's  College  Hospital  Bill  [h.l.]  ;-Ilford  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[h,l.]  ;  West  Ridmg  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  St,  Mary  Woolnoth  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Yarmouth  Cor- 
poration BiU  [h.l.]  ;  North  Wales  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Oakengates, 
Dawley,  and  District  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.].  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Ellenborough  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place 
of  the  Lord  Rosmead ;  read,  and  agreed  to     . .         . .         . .         . .         . .   1166 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  [h.l.]  ;-TraSord  Park  Dock  and  Railway  Bill 
[H.L.]  ;  Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester  Cor- 
poration (General  Powers)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Stretford  Urban  District  Council 
Bill[H.L.].  Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following 
Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  Bills ;  viz.,  E.  Romney,  E.  Lytton,  L.  Bateman, 
L.  Hamilton  of  Dalzell,  L.  Glanusk  (Chairman) ;  agreed  to,  and  the  said 
Lords  appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on  Wednesday  the 
4th  of  May  next  at  eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  BiUs  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills 1166 

Local  Ck>yemment  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.— Read  1»;  to  be 

printed ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners.     (No.  53.) 1167 

London,  Tilbnry,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill  .—The  Acting  Chairman  of 

Committees  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  1167 

Moved,  '^  That  Standing  Order  No.  93  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being 
dispensed  with,  with  respect  to  a  Petition  of  the  East  Ham  Urban 
District  CounciL" — (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.) 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to.  i 

Leave  given  to  present  the  said  petition.         ~  ^^ 
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Bills  of  Exchange  Act,  1882,  Amendment  Bill  [h.l.].— A  Bill  to  amend 
Section  82  of  the  Bills  of  Exchange  Act,  1882.  Was  presented  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor;  readl*;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  52.) ..  1167 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Bill.— Committed ;  The  Committee 

to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  . .         . .         . .         . .     1 167 

,      RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series.) 

No.  3144.  United  States  (Texas.) 
No.  3145.  Germany  (Chemnitz.) 
Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      . .         . .  1168 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill.— [Second  Reading.]— Order  of  the 
day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  {The  Earl  of  Halshury) 1168 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  now  be  read  2*."- (TA6  Lord  ChanceUor.) 

Lord  James  of  Hereford 1169 

The  Lord  Chancellor  ..         1170 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 


Warship  Trials. 

Lord  TweedmofUh 1170 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  {The  Earl  of  Sdbome) 1 173 

Army  (Annual)  Bill. — Read  3"^  (according  to  order),  and  passed        . .         . .  1174 

Sale  of  Intoxicants  to  Children  Bill  [h.l.].— Reported  from  the  Standing 

Committee  without  further  Amendment        ..         ..         ..|1174 

House  adjourned  at  Five  o'clock  to  Thursday  next,  half-past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :    TUESDAY,  26th  APRIL,   1904, 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Oreat  Central  Railway  Bill.— As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third 

time  1174 

I 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tramways  Bill.— As  amended,  considered ;       '] 

a  clause  added  ;  Amendments  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time        ..  1174 
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Hnmber  Commercial  Railway  and  Dock  Bill. — As  amended,  considered ; 

to  be  read  the  tkiid  time 1175 

Electric  Lij^tini^  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.— Local  Government  Pro- 
visional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Local  (government  Provisional  Order  (No.  4) 
BiD. — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed    . .         . .         . .         . .         . .   1175 

Commons  Regulation  (Mbrbow)  Provisional  Order. — Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts,  1845  to  1899,  relating  to  Merrow 
Downs,  in  the  parish  of  Merrow,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes  and  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish        . .  . .  1175 

Commons  Regulation  (Oxshott)  Provisional  Order. — Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts,  1845  to  1899,  relating  to  Oxshott 
Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes  and  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish  . .    117& 

Commons  Begnlation  (Merrow)  Provisional  Order  Bill.— "  To  confirm 
a  Provisional  Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts,  1845  to  1899,  relating  to 
Merrow  Downs,  in  the  parish  of  Merrow,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,"  presented 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  163.] 1175. 

Commons  fie^nilation  (Oxshott)  Provisional  Order  Bill.—''  To  confirm 
a  Provisional  Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts,  1845  to  1899,  relating  to 
Oxshott  Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  164.]       1175» 

Motherwell  and  BellshiU  Railway  (Abandonment)  Provisional  Order 
Bill. — Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee 
on  the  Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway  Bill,  in  Session  1900,  he  referred 
to  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act,  1899,  to  inquire  into  the  Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway 
(Abandonment)  Draft  Provisional  Order. — [The  Chairman  of  Ways  and' 
Means.)  llTtfc 

Kudcipal  Corporation  Bill. — Second  Reading  deferred  from  Monday  next  till 

Friday,  6th  May  ..         ..         1176; 

London  Camberwell,  and  Dulwich  Tramways  Bill.— Reported  [Preamble       ^ 
not  proved] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed         ..         ..   1176> 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill.— Reported 

with  Amendments  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,*and  to  be  printed         . .  117^ 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the  Police 

and  Sanitary  Committee  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed       1176: 

PETITIONS. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill. — Petition  from  Auchterarder,  for  alteration ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Tabl^ ..         ..    1176: 

Land  Values   (Assessment  and  Rating)   Bill. — Petition  from  Middldton 

in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ^         .,.         . .         . .  1176; 
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Licences  (Renewal). — Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law  ;  from  Builth  Wells 
(two) ;  Northumberland  Heath  ;  Toynton  St.  Peter ;  Rugely ;  Lower  Ed- 
monton ;  Turvey  ;  Sale  (nine) ;  Enfield  ;  Bowes  Park  ;  Ashton-on-Mersey 
(three) ;  Sawtey ;  Brighton ;  Bradfield ;  Hackney ;  Deptford ;  Rad- 
cliffe  ;  Southsea  ;  South wark  ;  (two) ;  Stafford  ;  Paignton  ;  Wood  Green  ; 
Portslade;  and  Hammersmith  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        117C 

Licensing  Bill. — Petition  from  Galashiels,  against ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .   1176 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from 

Paisley,  against ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table  ..         ..         ..         ..  ..1176 

Rating  op  Machinery  Bill. — Petition  from  Croydon,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table  1177 

Re- Vaccination  Bill. — Petition  from  Seedley,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1177 
Sale  of  Butter  Bill. — Petition  from  Taunton,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1177 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Elementary  School  Teachers  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898. — Paper  [pre- 
sented 25th  April]  to  be  printed.    [No.  141.] 1177 

Elementary  School  Teachers  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898  (Scotland), 

1899.— Paper  [presented  25th  April]  to  be  printed.     [No.  142.]         . .         ..1177 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. — Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Agricul- 
tural Correspondents  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  with  a 
Copy  of  their  Instructions  as  to  Procedure  and  a  Prefatory  Memorandum 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  . .         ..         ..         ..         ..         ..   1177 

Paper  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. — County  Courts 
Act,  1888,  and  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Officers)  Act,  1879.  Copy 
of  Order  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  dated  26th  April,  1904,  directing 
that  the  Registrar  of  the  County  Court  of  Yorkshire  (West  Riding),  held 
at  Wakefield,  shall  not  practise  as  a  solicitor,  and  that  Section  20  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Officers)  Act,  1879,  shall  not  apply  to  the  office 
of  Registrar  of  the  said  County  Court  [by  Act] 1177 

Exchequer  Balances. — Return  ordered,  "  showing  how  the  Exchequer  Balance 
has  been  strengthened  or  depleted  in  each  of  the  five  years  ending  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1904."— (^^- ^cCra€.) 1177 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

London  Telegraphists — Hours  of  Duty. — Question,  Mr.  Lough  (Islington, 

W.) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley        1178 

Patent  Office — Proposed  Branch  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin, 

St.  Patrick) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour        1178 

Board  of  Trade — Proposed  Branch  in  Dublin. — Question,   Mr.   Field ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour        1179 
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Dialing    in    *'  Futurbs  " — Suggested  Stamp  Duty. — Question,  Mr.  Field ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  . .  1179 

LsoAL     Expenses     of     Ecclesiastical     Commissionbbs. — Question,   Mr. 

Humphreys  Owen  (Montgomeryshire) ;  Answer,  Sir  Lees  Ejiowles  . .         . .  1180 

Payment  op  Gbant  to  Evening  School  Teachers  in  Queen's  County. — 
Question,  Mr.  Delany  (Queen's  County,  Ossory) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  . .  1179 

War  Office  and  Cottages  in  Wiltshire. — Question,  Lord  Edmund  Fitz- 

maurice  (Wiltshire,  Cricklade) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  . .         . .  1181 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Railway  Companies  Liability. — Question,  Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen,  N.) ;  .Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  . .  1181 

SwANwiCK  Colliery  Accident. — Question,  Mr.  Jacoby  (Derbyshire,  Mid.) ; 
Answer,  The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Oochrane,  Aryshire,  N.) 1182 

Scottsh  Board  op  Manufacturers.— Question,  Mr.  Buchanan  (Perthshire, 
E.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  Oraham  Murray,  Buteshire)  1183 

HuLLDTGAR  RESIDENT  MAGISTRATE  AND  LuNACY  Cases. — Qucstiou,  Mr.  Hayden 
(Roscommon,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson, 
Londonderry,  N.) '.  1183 

PRmDBNT  OP  Queen's  College,  Cork. — Questions,  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  John  Red- 
mond (Waterford),  and  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Wyndham,Dover) 1184 

Land  Purchase  in  County  Fermanagh. — Question,  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell  (Fer- 
managh, N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham      . .  1185 

Asms  Act  in  County  Fermanagh. — Question,  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham 1185 

Grants  to  Irish  Fisheries. — Question,  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell;  Answer,  Mr. 

Wyndham 1186 

PEBSBCxmoN  OF  THE  Jews  IN  LiMERiCK. — Question,  Sir  John  Kennaway       . 
(Devonshire,  Honiton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  WyncUiam        1186 

Irish  Estate  Commissioners. — Question,  Mr.  Leamy  (Kildare,  N.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Wyndham 1187 

Government  Building  Contracts  in  Ireland. — Question,  Mr.  Nannetti 
(Dublin,  College  Green) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Victor  Cavendish,  Derbyshire,  W.) 1187 

Railway  Season  Ticketq  and  Income  Tax  Deductions. — Question,  Mr.  Slack 
(Hertfordshire,  St.  Albans) ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcestershire,  E.)        1189 
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Tea  Duty  IN  Ireland.— Questions,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Longford,  N.)  and  Mr. 

Lough  (Islington,  W.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 1189 

Evasions  of  Stamp  Duty  by  Railway  and  Shipping  Companies. — Questions, 

Mr.  Pirie ;  Answers,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  1189 

Wab  Office  Conteacts  for  Arms  and  War  Material. — Question,  Mr.  Crooks 
(Woolwich) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
Belfast,  W.)  1190 

Machinery  Standing  Idle  in  Government  Workshops. — Questions,  Mr. 

Crooks ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1190 

Yeomanry  Inspection. — Questions,  Mr.  Peel  (Manchester,  S.) ;  Answers,  Mr. 

Amold-Forster  1191 

The  German  Emperor's  Visit  to  Gibraltar. — Questions,  Sir  Came  Rasch 

(Essex,  Chelmsford) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Amold-Forster  1192 

The  Director  of  Personnel.— Question,  Mr.  Charles  Hobhouse  (Bristol,  E) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1192 

Northern  Niqeria. — Question,  Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire,  W.) ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Ljrttelton,  Warwick  and 
Leamington)         1193 

Gold  Output  of,  and  Native  Labour  available  for,  the  Rands. — Question, 

Mr.  Buchanan  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton  1193 

Education  in  Cetlon. — Question,  Mr.    Schwann  (Manchester,  N.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Lyttelton 1193 

Prosecution  of  Mr.  Tilak. — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 

of  State  for  India  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 1 194 

Congo  Free  State— Trade  Difficulties.— Question,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason 
(Orkney  and  Shetland) ;  Answer,  The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Earl  Percy,  Kensington,  S.) 1195 

British  Traders  in  the  French  Congo. — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Glou- 
cestershire, Forest  of  Dean) ;  Answer,  Earl  Percy  1195 

East  Africa — Jewish  Colonial  Trust. — Question,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason; 

Answer,  Earl  Percy        1196 
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The  Postmaster-General  (Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  . .     1196 

Port  of  London  Bill. — Question,  Mr.  Peel ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minister  and 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)       ..  1196 

The  BECOiofENDATiONS  OF  THE  EsHER  COMMITTEE. —Questions,  Mr.  Charles 
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Business  of  the  Housb. — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Lough,  and  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  (Cornwall,  Camborne) ; 
Answers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  ..  1198 

Sbleotion  (Standing  Committebs). 

Mr.  Halsby  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  they  had 
added  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts  of  Justice,  and 
Legal  Procedure,  the  following  fifteen  Members  in  respect  of  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Bill ;  Mr.  (herald  Balfour,  Mr.  Bousfield,  Sir  John  Brunner,  Sir 
Joseph  Dimsdale,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Sir  Michael  Foster,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery,  Mr.  Eearley,  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  Mr.  McCrae,  Sir  Albert 
BoUit,  ^Lr.  Herbert  Robertson,  Mr.  Spear,  Mr.  Stuart  Samuel,  and  Mr. 
Tonlmin. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  they  had 
nominated  the  following  Member  to  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  for 
the  consideration  of  all  Bills  relating  to  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and 
Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  which  may,  by  Order  of  the  House. 
be  committed  to  such  Standing  Committee  :  Mr.  Hunter  Craig. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1199 

NEW  BILLS. 

Shop  Hours  Bill. — "  To  provide  for  the  Early  Closing  of  Shops,"  presented 
by  Mr.  Cochrane;  supported  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers-Douglas  and  Mr. 
Bionar  Law ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
166.]         1199 

Valuation  Bill. 

The  President  of  the  Local  OovernmerU  Board  (Mr.  Walter  Long,  Bristol, 
8.)  1199 

Motion  made,  Mid  Question  proposed,  ''That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to  Valuation  Authorities  and  the 
effect  of,  and  procedure  for,  making  Valuation  Lists,  and  for  making 
certain  Amendments  in  the  Law  relating  to  Valuation,  which  are  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  promoting  uniformity  of  Valuation  as  between 
Valuation  Authorities." — {Mr.  Walter  Long.) 

Sir  Henry  Folder  {Wolverhampton,  E) 1203 

Question,  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Walter  Long,  Mr.  Attomey-Gteneral, 
and  Mr.  Grant  Lawson. 

Valuation  Bill. — *'  To  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to  Valuation  Authorities, 
and  the  effect  of,  and  procedure  for,  making  Valuation  Lists  and  for  making 
certain  Amendments  in  the  Law  relating  to  Valuation,  which  are  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  uniformity  of  Valuation  as  between  Valuation 
Authorities ;  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  166.] 
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Education  (Local  Authority  Defoult)  Bill.  ^  ITl 

TIa  ParUamevUary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education  {Sir  WiUiam 
Anson,  Oxford  University)  1203 

Hotion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  make  provision  for  the  case  of  default  on  the  part  of  Local 
Authorities  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  respects  Elementary 
Schools."— (S***  Wmiam  Anson.) 

Mr.  Uoyd'Oeorge  {Carnarvon  Boroughs) 1206 

Question  put. 

The  Heuse  divided  :— Ayes,  262 ;  Noes,  110.    (Division  List,  No.  93.) 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  William  Anson,  Mr.  Walter  Long,  and 
Mr,  Attorney-General. 

Education  (Local  Authority  Default)  Bill.—"  To  make  provision  for  the 
case  of  default  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authorities  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  as  respects  Elementary  Schools,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  167.] 

Wats  and  Mbans. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBR  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Continuance  of  additional  customs  duties  on  tobacco,  beer  and  spirits. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *^  That  the  additional  customs 
duties  on  tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits  imposed  by  sections  two,  three,  four 
and  five  of  the  Finance  Act,  1900  (including  any  increased  duties  im- 
posed by  section  5  of  that  Act),  shall  continue  to  ba charged  until  the 
first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  five." — {Mr*  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.) 


Mr.  Lough  {Islington,  W.) 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis) 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  {Dundee) 

Mr.  M'Crae  {Edinburgh,  E.)         

Mr.  Ainsworth  {Argyll)        

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  {Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain^  Worcester- 
shire, E.)  

Mr.  Buchanan  {Perthshire,  E.) 

Mr.  Courtenay  Warner  {Staffordshire,  Lichfield 

Mr.  Bryn  Roberts  {Carnarvonshire,  Eifion) 

Mr.  Broadhurst  {Leicester) 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russdl  {Tyrone,  S.) 

Mr.  Lough 

Mr.  Dalzid  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
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Questioii  put. 

The  Oommitiee  divided : — Ayes,  249 ;  Noes,  119.    (Division  List,  No.  94.) 

Contmuance  of  Additional  Excise  Duties  on  Beer  and  Spirits. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  the  additional  Excise  duties  on 
beer  and  spirits  imposed  by  sections  six  and  seven  of  the  Finance  Act, 
1900,  shall  continue  to  be  charged  until  the  first  day  of  August,  1905." 
'   — {Mr.  Ghancdlof  of  the  Exchequer.) 

He  Oommittee  divided  : — Ayes,  255 ;  Noes,  116. — (Division  List  No.  95.) 

Ambndmevt  or  LAw.-Moved  to  Resolve, ''  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  National  Debt,  Customs,  and  Inland  Revenue." — {Mr. 
Ohanedlor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain „  1241 

Mr.  Oibson  Bowles  1241 

Mr.  Lough 1242 

Mr  Buchanan         1242 

'^Mr.MeOrae  1243 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 1243 

Mr.McKenna         1243 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  National  Debt 
Customs,  and  Inland  Revenue. — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

Oommittee  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Wats  and  Mbans  [21st  Apbil]. 

Resolution  reported. 

Ihoomk-Tax. — "  That  Income-Tax  shall  be  charged  for  the  year  beginning  the  6th 
day  of  April,  1904,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling." 

Reeolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.Dalzid  1244 

Mr.McKenna  1245 

Mr.  Trefodyan  ( Yorkshire,  W.R.,  EUand)  1246 

Mr.  George  WMtdey  {Yorkshire  W.R.,Pudsey)  1249 

Mr.  IxAouchere  {Northampton) 1249 

Ma^or  Jameson  {Clare,  W.)  1252 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 1253 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  {Lancashire,  Raddiffe)        1254 

Mr.  Gibson  BoioUs  1255 

Sir  Brampton  Ourdon  {Norfolk,  N.)         1256 

Mr.  Lough 1257 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock»  the  debate  stood  adjourned 
till  fliis  Bvening's  Sitting. 
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EVENING  SITTING. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Company  Bill  [T.obds]  (Bt 
Obdbb.) — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  George  Bartley  {Idinglfon,  N,) 1258 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words '  upon  this  day  six  months.'  " — {Sir  George  Bartley.) 

Question  proposed, "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question.'  " 

Mr.  Austin  Taylor  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  1259 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  {Mr.  J.  W.  Lotciher,  Cumberland,  Penrith)  1261 

4mendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn* 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

Ways  and  Means  [21stApbil]  Repobt. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Question  [26th  April],  "  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  Resolution,  *  That 
Income-Taxshallbe  charged  for  the  year  beginn'ng  the  sixth  day  of  April 
nineteen  hundred  and  four,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilSng.'  " 

Question  again  proposed,    i 

Debate  resumed. 

Question  put.  !  •  : 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  121 ;  Noes,  83.    (Division  List  No.  96.) 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish. 

Wats  and  Means  [19th  Apbil]. 
Resolutions  reported. 

Customs — Tea. 

I.  ''  That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  Customs  now  payable  on  Tea,  therr 
shall  be  charged  on  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  nineteen  hundre(7 
and  four,  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  five,  thf 
following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

« 

"  Tea,  the  pound  .  .  .    Eightpence." 
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Customs — Tobacco. 

2.  *'  That  the  duties  of  Customs  payable  under  Section  I.  of  the 
Finance  Act,  1898,  on  manufactured  tobacco  shall,  on  and  after  the 
twentieth  day  of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and  four,  be  increased,  in  the 
case  of  cigars,  by  sixpence  per  |pound,  and  in  the  case  of  cigarettes  by  one 
shilling  per  pound,  and  the  duties  payable  under  the  same  section  on  un- 
manufactured tobacco  shall,  on  and  after  the  same  date,  be  increased,  in 
the  case  of  stripped  tobacco,  by  threepence  per  pound.'* 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

First  Resolution. 

Mr.  Lough  (Idington,  W.) 1264 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  Eight  pence,'  and  insert  the  words  *  Six 
pence '— (3fr.  Lough)  instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  ^  Eight  pence '  stand  part  of  the  said 
Resolution." 

Mr.  Swift  Macneia  (Donegal,  8.) 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russdl 

Mr.  Hemphill  {Tyrone,  N.) 

Mr.  Joseph  Walton  (Yorkshire,  W.R.,  Barnsley)   . . 
Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  (Orhnet/  and  Shdtand) 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  (Essex,  Saffron  Walden)   . . 

Mr.  Tomkinson  (Cheshire,  Crewe) 

Mr.  Hugh  Law  (Donegal,  W.)  

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar) 

Mr.  Crooks  (Woolwich) 

Mr.  0*MaUey  (Oalway,  Connemara) 

Mr.  Hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow) 

Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)        

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 

Pktvate  Legislation  Pbocedurb  (Wales)  Bill  (Select  Committee). — 
Ordered,  That  t^e  Select  Committee  on  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure 
(Wales)  Bill  do  consist  of  Eleven  Members. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated  of  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  Vaughan- 
Davies,  Mr.  John  Ellis,  Mr.  Henry  Hobhouse,  Mr.  JefEreys,  Mr.  Bryn- 
mor  Jones,  Mr.  William  Redmond,  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Mr.  Eugene 
Wason,  Mr.  Worsley-Taylor,  and  Colonel  Wyndham-Quin. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 
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Ordered,  That  five  be  the  quorum. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  that  (before  going 
through  the  Bill)  they  shall  inquire  and  report  upon  the  working  in 
Scotland,  under  the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act,  1899, 
of  the  scheme  proposed  in  the  Bill,  and  upon  tke  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  with  or  without  modifications,  to  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. — {Sir  A.  Acland'Hood.)  . .  1284 

Adjourned  at  seven  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS :    WEDNESDAY,  27th  APRIL,  1904. 
The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 

UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Newi^Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile  Agency  Oompany  Bill  [Lords].— 

Head  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment  1285 

Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  Etc.)  Bill  [LordsI.— Considered ;  to 

be  read  the  third  time . .    1285 

London  Oonnty  Oonncil  (Money)  Bill, — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  1285 

Strabane,  Baphooy  and  Oonvoy  Railway  BilL—Reported,  with  Amendments; 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed         . .         . .         . .  . .  1285 

Privatb  Bills  (Group  F). — Sir  Joseph  Lebsb  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Group  F  of  Private  Bills ;  That  Mr.  Platt-Higgins,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  said  Conmiittee,  was  not  present  during  the  sitting  of  the  Committee 
this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table        1285 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Order  (Poor  Law)  Bill.— Reported, 
without  Amendment  [Provisional  Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

» 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow  1286 

Plymouth  Corporation  Bill.— Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed        1285 

Surrey  Oommercial  Dock  Bill.— Huddersfield  Corporation  Act,  1902  (Amend- 
ment) Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the 
Table    ^ 1286 
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PETITIONS. 

LiOBNCES  (Renewal).— Potions  against  alteration  of  Law ;  from  Eillyleagh  ; 
Carlisle  (two) ;  Nantwich ;  Teddington ;  Croydon ;  Southampton ;  Bolton  ; 
Beading ;  Stockton-on-Tees ;  Haslingden ;  Windsor ;  Nantyfiynllon 
Maeeteg  (two) ;  Oarth ;  Banbury ;  Southall ;  Port  Tennant ;  Westminster ; 
Wandsworth ;  Dover ;  Newbury ;  and  Lewisham  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  1285 

LicxNSiNO   Bill. — ^Petitions  against ;   from  Patricroft  (two) ;  Southend-on- 

Sea ;  Famworth ;  Pontyberem ;  Eccles ;  and  Gwynfe ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1286 

PuBUO  Libraries  Bill. — ^Petition  from  Croydon,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table 1286 

Ri-Yaogination  Bill. — Petition  from  Bury,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    1286 

RETURNS,   REPORTS,   ETC. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill.— Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing  (1)  the 
proposed  new  School  Board  Districts,  the  existing  School  Board  Districts 
comprised  therein,  with  the  Population,  the  number  of  Public  and  Volun- 
tary Schools  on  the  Annual  Qntnt  List,  and  the  Average  Attendance  of 
Scholars  in  these  Schools ;  and  (2)  the  Area,  Population,  and  Valuation 
of  proposed  new  School  Board  Districts  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  1286 

£xcHBQt7ER  BALANCES. — Retum  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered,  26th 

April ;  Mr.  McCrae]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  143]     1286 

PuBUo  Income  and  Expenditure. — Account  presented,  of  the  Gross  Public 
Income  and  Expenditure  in  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1904,  together  with 
the  Balances  in  the  Exchequer  at  the  commencement  and  at  the  termination 
of  the  year,  and  the  amounts  received  into  or  issued  from  the  Exchequer 
in  respect  of  Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt  created  or  redeemed  in  the  said 
year  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  144]  . .         . .  1286 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). — Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  3146  and  3147  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1287 

PuBUo  Revenue  (Interception). — Retum  ordered,  "  of  the  amount  of  all 

Public  Revenue  derived  from  Taxes  levied  by  Parliament,  and  from  any 

other  sources,  which  are  not  paid  into  His  Majesty's  Exchequer,  for  the  years 

1901-2,  1902-3,  1903-4,  with  the  totals  in  each  case  (in  continuation  of 

w^  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  148,  of  Session  1902)."— (Mr.  Gibson  Botdes)   . .  1287 

Emigration  and  Immigration. — Copy  ordered,  *'  of  Statistical  Tables  relating 
to  Emigration  and  Immigration  from  and  into  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  year  1903,  and  Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  thereon." — {Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour) 1287 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Supply  of  Stationery  for  Irish  Public  Offices. — Question,  Mr.  Field 

(Dublin,  St.  Patrick) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish  1287 

Unclaimed  Dividends  and  Balances. — Question,  Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  1288 

Joint  Stock  Banks — Unclaimed  Dividends  and  Balances. — Question,  Sir 

John  Leng  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 1288 

Yield  of  Direct  and  IndiKect  Taxation. — Question,  Mr.  Toulmin  (Lanca- 
shire, Bury) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain         1289 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties. — Question,  Major  Coates  (Lewisham) ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  . . 

Return  in  Continuation  of  White  Paper  No.  165  of  1902. — Question, 
Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  (Montgomeryshire) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain   1290 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank — Transfer  of  Government  Stock  to  Bank  of 

Ireland. — Question)  Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley         1290 

Corporal  Punishments  in  Poor  Law  Institutions. — Question,  Sir  Walter 

Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Walter  Long 1291 

Metropolitan  Police — Extra  Pensions  for  Special  Service. — Question, 

Mr.  Claude  Hay  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Akers-Douglas         . .  1292 

Imperial   Yeomanry   Training — Use   of   Motor   Cycles. — Question,    Mr. 

AUhusen  (Hackney,  Central) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Amold-Forster 1292 

QUESTIONS   IN   THE   HOUSE. 

Southampton  Military  Disturbance. — Question,  Captain  Norton  (Newington, 
W.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Bel- 
fast, W.)      1293 

British  Indian  Traders  in  East  London,  South  Africa. — Questions,  Sir 
Sir  Mancherjee  Bhownaggree  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.),  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 
(Lynn  Regis),  and  Captain  Norton ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  Warwick  and  Leamington)         1293 

The  Chinese  Government  and  the  Transvaal  Labour  Ordinance. — Ques- 
tion, Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton  1294 

Gilbert  Islands. — Question,  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason  (Orkney  and  Shetland) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Lyttelton 1295 

Crown  Agents*  Commission. — Questions,  Mr.  Austin  Taylor  (Liverpool,  E. 

Toxteth) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Lyttelton        1295 

Smugglino  of  Arms  on  the  Arabian  Coast. — Question,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill 
(Donegal,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,   Guildford)  1295 
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Cooper's  Hill  Enoinebrino  Gollbgb. — Question,  Sir  Mancheijee  Bhow- 
naggree ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick 1296 

TwisDMOUTH  GoMMiTTEB  AKD  SoBTBBs'  DuTiBS. — Question,  Captain  Norton  ; 

Answer,  The  Postmaster-Oeneral  (Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhonghton)  1297 

Post  Ofucb  Wdcdows — Objectionable  Pubucations. — Question,  Mr.  John 
Campbell  (Armagh,  8.) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley  1297 

Transit  Facilitibs  at  North  Wall  Station,  Dublin. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Farrell ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  (herald  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) 1298 

Olyk-Traian  National  School,  Denbighshire. — Question,  Mr.  Herbert 
Roberts  (Denbighshire,  W.) ;  Answer,  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  (Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  University)  . .         . .  1298 

London  Voluntary  School  Managers. — Question,  Dr.  Macnamara  (Camber- 
well,  N.) ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Anson 1299 

London  Education  Act — Section  2. — Question,  Dr.  Macnamara;  Answer, 
Sir  William  Anson  1299 

London  Education  Act — Section  7. — Question,  Dr.  Macnamara ;  Answer, 
Sir  William  Anson  1300 

London  Education  Act — Qrouping  op  Provided  Schools. — Question,  Dr. 
Macnamara ;  Answer,  Sir  William  Anson        1300 

Thb  Licbnsino  Bill. — Questions,  Dr.  Macnamara  and  Mr.  Bayley  (Derbyshire, 
Qiesterfield) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) 1301 

Enoush  Trawlbrs  under  the  Norwegian  Flag. — Question,  Captain  Ellice 
(St.  Andrews  Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Scott  Dickson, 
Glasgow,  Bridgton)         - 1302 

TiLEPHONic  Communication  between  Dublin  and  Galway. — Question,  Mr. 
Charles  Devlin  (Galway) ;  Answer,  Lord  Stanley       1302 

Cost  op  Extba  Poucb  in  Ireland. — Questions,  Mr.  Delany  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory),  Mr.  Lonsdale  (Armagh,  Mid),  and  Mr.  Kilbride  (Eildare,  S.) ; 
Answers,  He  Attorney  (Jeneral  for  Lwland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)  1303 

CusACK  Estate,  County  Longpord. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer, 
Mr.Atkinson         1304 

Galway  Docks. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Devlin ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson         . .  1304 

Tkidsnnick  Estate,  County  Donegal, — Question,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill; 
Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson 1306 

Youohal  Bay  Salmon  Fisheries. — Questions,  Captain  Donelan  (Cork  County, 
E.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson 1306 

LovoH  Corrib  Toll  Collector. — Question,  Mr.  Charles  Devlin ;  Answer,  The 
Financial  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Victor  Cavendish,  Derbyshire,  W.)  1307 
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Ibish  Bills.— Question,  Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford) ;  Answer,  The  Prime 

Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Baliour,  Manchester,  E.)  1307 

Civil  Sbbvants  and  Pabty  Politics.— Questions,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill,  Mr. 
MacVeagh  (Down,  S.),  and  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) ;  Answers, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1307 

Business  of  the  House. — Question,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling 

Burghs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 1309 

Wats  and  Means  [19th  Apbil]  Repobt. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Amendment  proposed  [26th 
April]  to  First  Resolution,  *'  That,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  Customs  now 
payable  on  tea,  there  shall  be  charged,  on  and  after  the  20th  day  of 
April,  1904,  until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1905,  the  following  duty  (that 
is  to  say) : — "  Tea,  the  pound  .  .  .  Eight  pence." 

Which  Amendment  was — '\ 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  Eight  pence,'  and  insert  the  words  *  Six  ,       | 
pence.'  " — (Mr.  Loaqh.) 

Question  again  proposed,. "  That  the  words  ^  Eightpence '  stand  part  of  the 
said  Resolution." 

Mr.  Weir  {Ross  and  Cromarty)       1310 

Mr.  Alexarider  Cross  {Glasgow,  CanUachie)  1313 

Mr.  EmmoU  {Oldham)  1314 

Mr.  CoghiU  {Stohe-wpon-Trent) 1317 

Sir  Robert  Reid  {Dumfries  Burghs)  ..  1318 

Mr.  Wylie  {Dumbartonshire)  1321 

Mr.  John  Wilson  {Durham,  Mid) 1322 

Major  Sedy  {Isle  of  Wight)  1325 

Mr.  Black  {Banffshire)         1326 

Mr.  Mumaghan  {Tyrone,  Mid)  ^ 1328 

Mr.  Buchanan  {Perthshire,  E.)       1330 

Mr.  Barron  {Leeds,  N.) 1335 

Sir  John  Oorst  {Cambridge  University) 1336 

Mr.J.P.Farrdl{Longford,N.) 1339 

Mr.  Labouchere  {Northampton)  1340 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor  {Lancashire,  Raddiffe)        1343 

Sir  Henry  Fowler  {Wolverhampton,  E.) 1345 

Mr.  Oibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis) ..         ..  1349 

Mr.  Whitley  {Halifax)  1351 

Mr.  McKenna  {Monmouthshire,  N.)  1352 

Mr.  Ainsworth  {Argyllshire)  1354 

Mr.  Harwood  {Bolton)  1365 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  239  ;  Noes,  202.    (Division  List  No.  97.) 

Question  put.  '*  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Resolution." 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  236 ;  Noes,  192.    (Division  List  No.  98.) 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Infftraction  to  the  Grentlemen  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  upon  the  Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  ofJWays  and 
Means  on  the  26th  day  of  April  last,  and  then  agreed  to  by  the  House 
that  they  do  make  provision  therein  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution. — 
{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Further  consideration  of  Second  Resolution  deferred  till  To-morrow. 

Savwos  Banks  Acts  Amendment  (Deficiency  Annuity). — Order  read,  for 
lesuming  adjourned  debate  on  Question  [25th  April],  **  That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  Resolution,  *  That  it  is  expedient  to  au- 
thorise the  continuance  of  the  payment  of  the  terminable  annuity  payable 
under  Section  1  of  the  Savings  Banks  Act,  1880,  in  each  year  up  to  the  end 
of  the  half-year  ending  on  20th  May,  1917,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  session  to  amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts.' " 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  Dalzid  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 1365 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Worcester- 

sUre,  E.)  1366 

Mr.  Weir  {Ross  and  Cromarty)        1366 

Andy  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  tiU 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 

EVENING  SITTING. 
Cotton  Gbowing  (Africa). 

Mr.  Rutherford  (Lancashire.  Darwen) 1367 

Mr.  Fidden  {Lancashire,  Middleton)        1373 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  His  Majesty's  Government  to  use  every  endeavour 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  cotton  in  those  districts  in  Africa  which  are 
under  British  Government  or  British  influence,  and  to  co-operate  as  far 
as  possible  with  such  commercial  associations  as  may  be  organised 
to  secure  this  end." — {Mr.  J.  Rutherford) 

Mr.  Emmott  {(Mham)  . .         . .  137^ 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith  {Flintshire)        1385 

Mr.  Peel  (Manchester,  S.) 1386 

Amendment  made — 

"  In  line  3,  by  inserting  after  the  word  'Africa,'  the  words  *  and  in 
other  portions  of  the  British  Empire,  and  to  establish  or  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  experimental  farms  in  suitable  cotton  growing  dis- 
tricts.' ''—{Mr.  Ped.) 

Mr.  Harwood  (Bolton)  1389 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Lyttdton,  Warwick  and 

Leamington)        ..         1391 

Mr.  Herbert  Whitdey  (Ashton-under-Lyne)  1398 

Sir  Brampton  Gurdon  (Norfolk,  N.) 1399 

Mr.  White  Ridley  (Stalybridge) . .  1400 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ex  TABLE   OF   CONTENTS. 

Apr.  28.]  Page 

Mr.  Catdey  (Lancdshire,  Prestwich)  1401 

Mr.  Charles  McArthur  (Liverpool^  Exchange)        1402 

Mr,  Hdme  {Lancashire,  Lancaster) 1402 

Mr.  Hunt  {Shropshire,  Ludlow) 1403 

CoLond  Pilkington  {Lancashire,  NeiUon) 1403 

Sir  Wiaiam  Tomlinson  {Preston) 1404 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  incumbent  upon  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  use  every  endeavour  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  cotton  in  those  districts  in  Africa  and  in  other  portions  of  the  British 
Empire,  and  to  establish  or  aid  in  the  establishment  of  experimental 
farms  in  suitable  cotton-growing  districts  which  are  under  British 
Government  or  British  influence,  and  to  co-operate  as  far  as  possible  with 
such  commercial  assocations  as  may  be  organised  to  secure  this  end. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury)  that  Section  20  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  (Officers)  Act,  1879,  shall  not  apply  to  the  office  of 
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Bill,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 
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morrow, half-past  Ten  o'clock. 
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Uie  Standing  Orders  not  Previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are  applicable 
thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
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D.  A.  Thomas ;  Answers,  Sir  William  Anson 1446 

Government  Grants  to  Welsh  Schools.— Question,  Mr.   Alfred    Davies ; 

Answer,  Sir  William  Anson  1446 

White  Estate,   North  Longford. — Question,   Mr.   J.   P.   Farrell ;  Answer, 

The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  Mr.  Atkinson  (Londonderry,  N.)  . .  1447 

Dopping  Estate,  North  Longford. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson  ..   1447 

Catholic  Clerks  in  the  Irish  Agricultural  Departbcent. — Question,  Mr. 

Delany  (Queen's  County,  Ossory) ;  Answer,  Mr,  Atkinson 1448 
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Maryborough  Prison  Warders  and  Insane  Convict. — Question,  Mr.  John 

O'Donnell  (Mayo,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson 1448 

Ely  Estate,  County  Fermanagh  — Question,  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell  (Fer- 
managh, N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson    . .  . .         . .         . .  1449 

Ballina  Boot  Manufacturing  Company. — Question,  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson 1450 

Drummeel  Bog,  County  Longford. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson  1450 

Use  of  Urlingford  Union   Board  Room   for   Meetings. — Question,    Mr. 

Joseph  Devlin  (Kilkenny,  N.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson  1451 

BuTSON   Estate,    County    Galway. — Question,    Mr.    Roche    (Galway   B.) ; 

Mr.  Atkinson  , . .         . .         1451 

New  College  of  Science,  Dublin. — Question,  Mr.  Nannetti  (Dublin,  College 
Green) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Victor 
Cavendish,  Derbyshire,  W.)         1452 

Dublin  Telegraph  School. — Question,  Mr.  Nannetti ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master-General (Lord  Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  . .         . .  1453 

Dual    Working    in    the    Dubun  Post  Office. — Question,  Mr.  Nannetti ; 

Answer,  Lord  Stanley > .         . .   1453 

Duties  of  the  Irish  Postmen. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer,  Lord 

Stanley  1454 

Railway  Delays  in  Dubun. — Question,  Captain  Donelan  (Cork  County,  E.) ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  1455 

Business  of  the  House. — Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Hamleta, 
Poplar) ;  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Mr.  Edward  Mitchell ;  Mr.  Bryce 
(Aberdeen,  S.) ;  and  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  Answers,  The  Prime  Minister  and  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 1455 


Message  from  the  Lords. — That  they  have  agreed  to — Army  (Annual)  Bill    . .   1456 


Supply  [7th  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  the  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

CrviL  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1904-5. 

Class  I. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £32,300, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3Ist  day  of  March,  1905,  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings," 
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Mr,  Wylie  (Dumbartonshire) 

Mr.  Frederick  Wilson  (Norfolk,  Mid) 

Major  Evans  Gordon  (Tower  HanUets,  Stepney) 


63tix 

Page 

.  1457 
.  1459 
.  1461 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £32,200 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — (Major  Evans  Gordon.) 


Mr.  WiUiam  Redmond  (Glare,  E.)  , , 
Sir  Michad  Foster  (London  University) 
Colond  Lockwood  (Essex,  Ejyping)  . . 
Mr.  John  CamfheU  (Armagh,  S.)  .. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Richards  (Finslmry,E.)  . . 
Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire,  W.) 
Mr.  Mildmay  (Devonshire,  Totnes) 

Mr.  Goddard  (Ipsmch)        

CoLond  Stopford  SachHUe  (Northamptonshire,  N. 
Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  SotUh  Mdton)    . . 

Mr.  Fed  (Manchester,  S.) 

Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) 

Lord  Balcarres  (Lancashire,  Chorley) 

Mr.  John  EUis  (Nottinghamshire,  Rushdiffe) 

Sir  Henry  Seton-Karr  (St.  Helens) 

Mr.  Mooney  (Dublin  County,  S.) 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich) 

Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 

Mr.  Ritchie  (Croydon) 

M¥.  Theodore  Taylor  (Lancashire,  Raddiffe) 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 

Mr.  WiUiam  Redmond  (Clare,  E.) 

Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.) 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrdl  (Longford,  N.) 

Mr.  John  Bums  (Battersea) 

Lord  Balcarres 

Mr.  Dalzid  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 

Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU  (Tyrone,  S.) 

Mr.  Courtney  Wam^  (Staffordshire,  LichfidS) 

Mr.  Jaeoby  (Derbyshire^  Mid) 


1461 
1464 
1466 
1467 
1467 
1468 
1470 
1471 
1471 
1472 
1472 
1473 
1474 
1479 
1480 
1480 
1482 
1482 
1483 
1484 
1484 
1486 
1488 
1489 
1489 
1490 
1491 
1492 
1493 
1494 


Question  pat. 

The  C!omiiiittee  divided  :  Ayes,  158 ;  Noes,  243.    (Division  List  No»  99.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 


Mr.  MaoVeagh  (Down,  8.) 
Lord  Balcarres 


1497 
1498 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,930^ 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pa3rmei)t  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1905,  for  maintaining  certain  Harbours 
under  the  Board  of  l^ade,  and  for  Giants  in  aid  of  Harbourt." 
Mr.  Soares  (Devonshire,  Barnstaple)  
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,830, 
be  granted  foi  the  said  Service." — (Mr,  Soares.) 

Mr.  Oibson  Bowles ,.  .;         ..   1503 

Mr.  Lambert  (Devonshire,  South  Melton) |506 

And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make 
his  Report  to  the  House 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report  \ 
Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill  (by  order)  King's  Consent 
SIGNIFIED  [Third  Reading! 

Order  for  Third  Reading  lead. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time." 

Mr,  Causton  (Southtvark,  W.)         1506 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Penrith)  1507 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Supply  (7th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Civil  Serviobs  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1904-  5. 

Class  1. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,930, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  ii  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1905,  for  maintaining  certain  Harbours  under  the 
Board  of  Ttade,  and  for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Harbours." 

Mr.  Lambert 

Mr.  Duke  (Plymouth)  

Sir  Frederick  Banbury  (CamberwM,  Peckham) 

Mr.  Ellis  Griffith  (An^ey)  

Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 

Mr.  Spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 

Mr.  Moulton  (Comwall^  Launceston) 

Sir  John  Kennaway  (Devonshire,  Honiton) 


1503 
1509 
1611 
1511 
1512 
1514 
1516 
1516 
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Mr.  WiUiam  McArthur  {Cornwall,  St.  Austeti)    . . 

Mr.  WiUiam  Jones  {Carnarvonshire^  Arfon) 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  {Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 

Sir  Walter  Foster  {Derbyshire,  Ilkeston) 

Sir  John  Brunner  {Cheshire,  Northvnch) 

Mr.  Lambert  

Mr.  Soares 

Sir  Robert  Rojmer  {Stockton)  

Mr.  Runeiman  {Dewsbury)  

Mr.  Ainstporth  {Argyllshire) 

Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  {Montgomeryshire) 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  164  ;  Noes,  105.     (Division  List  No.  100.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £35,500, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1905,  for  Expenditure  in  respect  of  Royal 
Palaces." 

Mr.  Whitley  {Halifax)         1533 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £30,500, 
be  granted  for  the  said  service." — {Mr.  Whitley,) 

Mr.  Dalzid  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 1534 

Lord  Balcarres  {Lancashire,  Chorley)       1535 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report  Pro- 
gress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 


Intoxicating  Liquors  (Licences  Refused). — Address  for  "  Return  of  the 
number  of  victuallers',  beerhouse,  and  other  Licences  for  the  sale  of  Intoxicat- 
ing Liquors  the  renewal  of  which  has  been  refused  at  the  general  annual 
licensing  meetings  and  adjournments  thereof  held  in  England  and  Wales 
daring  February  and  March,  1904,  showing  in  each  case  the  ground  of  the 
refusal,  especially  where  such  ground  was  in  any  instance  that  the  Licence 
was  not  required  ;  with  the  number  of  cases  in  which  notice  of  appeal  was 
given,  and  the  result  of  such  appeal  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  194,  of  session  1903)."— (itfr.  Cochrane.) . .         —         1535 


Savihgs  Banks  Acts  Amendment  [Deficiency  Annuity]. — Order  read,  for 
resuming  adjourned  debate  on  Question  [25th  April],  '*  That  this  House  doth 
agree  witb  tbe  Committee  in  the  Resolution,  'That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise 
tile  continuance  of  the  payment  of  the  terminable  annuity  payable  under 
Section  1  of  the  Savings  Banks  Act,  1880,  in  each  year  up  to  the  end  of  the 
half-year  ending  on  20th  May,  1917,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
session  to  amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts.'  " 
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Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resomed. 

r 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to 1536 


NoTOB  Cabs  (Liobncbs). — ^Address  for  '*  Return  showing  the  number  of  Motor 
Cars  (distinguishing  Motor  Cycles  from  other  Motor  Cars)  registered  by 
each  registering  authority  in  the  United  Kingdom  under  the  Motor  Car  Act, 
1903,  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1904,  and  the  1st  day  of  April,  1904, 
respectively ;  together  with  the  number  of  licences  under  the  Act  granted  to 
drivers  of  Motor  Cars  by  each  authority  at  the  same  dates,  distinguishing 
between  licences  limited  to  the  driving  of  Motor  Cycles  and  licences  not  so 
hmxUAr-iMr.ScoU  Montagu.)  1536 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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THE 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

{AUTHORISED   EDITION) 

IN  THE 

FIFTH  SESSION  OF  the  TIFENTY-SEVENTH  PARLIAMENT  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  in  the 
Fourth  Yeaii  of  the  Eeion   of 

HIS    MAJESTY    KING    EDWARD    VII. 


FIFTH  VOLUME  OF  SESSION. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Uth  April,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

M  , 

"^  Birkdale  Improvement  Bill.  Read  the 
^  third  time,  and  passed.    [New  Title.] 

€  Biizham  Oas  Bill;  Soothill  Nether 
5  Urban  District  Tramways  Bill ;  Southend- 
J  on-Sea  Gas  Bill.  Bead  the  third  time, 
^  and  passed. 

^      Acton  Improvement  Bill.   As  amended, 
considered;   to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Charing  Cross,  Eoston,  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill.  As  amended,  considered; 
a  clause  added ;  Amendments  made  ; 
Bin  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Colney  Hatch  Gas  Bill.  As  amended, 
considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time.  ^ 

Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time,  etc.) 
Bill  [Lords];  Ipswich  Dock  Commission 
Bill  [Lonls] ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour 
Board  BiU  [Lords];   New  Zealand  Loan 
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and  MercantUe  Agency  Company  Bill 
[Lords];  Tynemouth  Gas  BiU  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Crystal  Palace  District  Gas  Bill  (by 
Order).  Read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Lincolnshire  and  Yorkshire  Electric 
Power  Bill.  Order  [12th  February],  that 
the  Bill  be  committed,  read,  and  dis- 
charged; Bill  withdrawn. — {Mr,  Caldivell .) 

Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Rail- 
way Bill.  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision; referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Tottenham  Improvement  Bill  Peti- 
tion for  additional  Provision;  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs, 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  No.  5). 

The  Chairman  of  Wats  and  Means 
informed  the  House  that  the  Committee 
on  Group  No.  5  of  Railway  Bills  not  being 
appointed  to  meet  until  Thursday,  14th 
April,  the  parties  opposing  the  London 
County  Council  (Tramways  and  Improve- 
ments) Bill  had  appeared  before  him  and 
proved  that  the  evidence  of  William 
Nisbet  Blair,  Borough  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor  of    St.  Pancras,  Town  Hall,   St. 
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Returns, 


{COMMONS} 


ReportSy  &c. 


PancrasEoad,Horace  Bantick,  Superinten- 
dent D  Division  Metropolitan  Police,  and 
John  Monk,  Sub  -  Divisional  Inspector  D 
Division  Metropolitan  Police,  was  essential 
to  their  case,  and  that  their  attendance 
could  not  be  procured  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  William  Nisbet  Blair, 
Horace  Bantick,  and  John  Monk  do  attend 
the  Committee  on  Group  No.  5  of  Railway 
Bills  on  Thursdav,  14th  April,  at  Twelve 
of  the  clock. 


•      PETITIONS. 

BEER  HOUSES. 
Petition    from    Newport   (Monmouth- 
shire), for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  (LONDON)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Bermondsey,  against 
(praying  to  be  heard  by  Counsel):  re- 
ferred to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Bill.   * 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Iver;  Eastbourne;  Carlisle;  Gilling- 
ham;  Buxton;  Idle;  Cable  Street; 
Cheadle  Hulme ;  Arbroath ;  Market  Lav- 
ington;  Exeter;  Eirkburton;  Brighton 
(two);  Skelmanthorpe ;  Broadway ;  Ports- 
mouth; Preston;  Aspull;  Middlesborough; 
Westbourne  Park;  Dundee;  Kilmarnock 
(two);  Fallowfield;  Orumlin;  Abercam; 
Crawley ;  Bispham ;  Stenhousemuir ; 
Lennoxtown ;  Grangemouth ;  Flimby 
(four);   Mary  port;  and  Paddington;   to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 

I 

MISRA,  PANDIT  ADYA  PRASADA. 

Petition  of  Pandit  Adya  Prasada 
Misra,  for  redress'  of  grievances;  to  he 
upon  the  Table. 


PARLIAMENTARY   PAPERS 
{RECESS). 


The  following    Papers,  presented    by 
1  Command  of  His  Majesty  during    the 
j  Easter  Recess,   were    delivered   to   the 
i  Librarian  of  the   House    of   Commons 
during    the    Kecess,    pursuant    to    the 
Standing  Order  of  the  14th  August,  1896 : 
(1.)    Judical    Statistics    (England    and 
Wales). — Copy  of  Judical  Statistics,  Part 
'  L,  relating  to  Criminal  Proceedings,  Police, 
Coroners,     Prisons,     Reformatory     and 
i  Industrial  Schools,  and  Criminal  Lunatics, 
'  for  England  and  Wales  for  1902.    (2.) 
Board  of  Education  (Public  Elementary 
I  Schools,  etc.). — Copy  of  Lists  of  Public 
'  Elementary  Schools  and  Training  CoUegea 
I  under  the  Administration  of  the  Boards 
1903-4.    (3.)  Local  Government  Board 
(Ireland). — Copy  of  Annual  Report  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland,  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1903.     (4.) 
I  Prisons  (Scotland). — Copy  of  Twenty-sixth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Commis- 
'  sioners  for  Scotland,  being  the  Sixty-fifth 
Annual  Report  on  Prisons  in  Scotland, 
I  1903.      (5.)  Trinidad.— Copy  of  Further 
Papers  relating  to  the  disturbances  at 
I  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  in  March,  1903. 
(6.)    Trade  Reports  (Annual    Series). — 
Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Re- 
ports, Annual  Series,  Nos.  3133  to  3135. 
(7.)  Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous  Series). 
[  — Copies  of   Diplomatic    and    Consular 
Reports,     Miscellaneous     Series,     Nos. 
604  to  607.    (8.)  Egypt  (No.  1,  1904).— 
Copy    of    Reports     by    His    Majesty's 
Agent  and  Consul-General  on  the    Fin- 
ances, Administration,  and  Condition  of 
Egypt  and  the  Soudan  in  1903. 

Ordered,   That  the  said  Papers  do  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


SALE^OF.  BUTTER  BILL.  I  

Petitions  against;  from  Handsworth ;    AGRARIAN       OFFENCES    (PROVINCES) 
and  Manchester;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    '  (IRELAND). 

!     Copy  presented,  of  Return  by  Provinces 
THACKER.  K.  G.  ^^  Agrarian  Offences  in  Ireland  for   the 

Petition  of  K.  G.  Thacker,  for  redress   year  ended  31st December,  1903  [by  Com- 
of  grievances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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ReportSy  Sec, 


INDENTURED  COOLIE  LABOUR. 
Rctnm     presented,    relative     thereto 
[Address  2nd  March ;  Sir  Hmoard  Vincenf] ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  118.] 

TRINIDAD. 
0op7  presented,  of  Amended   Prison 
Role  relating  to  Indentured  Immigrants 
sentenced  to  hard  labour  [by  Act];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (WED3H  INTER- 
ICEDIATE  EDUCATION  ACT,  1889). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Education  on  the  Administration  of 
Schools,  under  the  Welsh  Intermediate 
Education  Act,  1889  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
119.] 

FRANCE  (No.  1,  1904). 
Copy  presented,  of  Despatch  to  His 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris,  forward- 
ing Agreements  between  Great  Britain 
and  Prance  of  8th  April,  1904  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CROWN'S  NOMINEE  ACCOUNT. 
Abstract  Account  presented,  of  Receipts 
and  Payments  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor, 
in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1903,  in 
the  Ad[inimstration  of  Estates  on  behalf 
the  Crown,  and  Alphabetical  List  of 
Intestates'  Estates  in  respect  of  which 
Letters  of  Administration  were  granted  to 
the  Treasury  Solicitor  as  Crown's  Nominee, 
and  of  other  cases  (partial  Intestacies, 
etc.)  in  which  accounto  were  opened  in 
the  Books  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor  in  the 
f«me  year  in  respect  of  moneys  received 
by  him  as  Crown's  Nominee  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  120.] 

GREEK  LOAN  OF  1898. 
Account  presented,  up  to  31st  March, 
1904  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EGYPTIAN  GUARANTEED  LOAN 
OF  1885. 

Account  presented,  up  to  31st  March, 
1904  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCES  AND 
ANNUITIES. 

Account  presented,  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived and  of  the  disposal  thereof,  and  of 


all  Contracts  for  the  grant  of  Deferred 
Life  Annuities  and  for  Payments  on  Death 
made,  during  the  year  1903  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  121.] 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented*  of  Report  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Trade  up  to  the 
31st  December,  1903,  and  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Light  Railway  Commissioners 
up  to  the  same  date  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  andtobeprinted.[No.  122.] 

EAST  INDIA  (LAND  REVENUE). 
Copy  presented,  of  Statement  showing 
the  number  of  Processes  issued  against 
Land  Revenue  Defaulters  during  the 
year  1901-2  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN 
ENGLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  all  Loans 
raised  in  England,  chargeable  on  the 
Revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  the 
commencement  of  the  half-year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  March,  1904  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
123.] 

BIRTHS,  DEATHS,  MARRIAGES.  AND 
VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Forty-ninth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Births,  Deaths, 
and  Marriages  in  Scotland  for  1903,  and 
Thirty- ninth  Annual  Report  on  Vaccina- 
tion [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1903. 

Copy  presented,  of  Tables  showing 
the  constitution  of  County,  District,  and 
Burgh  Licensing  Courts  in  Scotland  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROYAL    OBSERVATORY    (EDINBURGH). 
Copy  presented,  of  Fourteenth  Annual 
Report    of    the  Astronomer   Royal  fo^ 
Scotland    [by  Command];   to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LUNACY  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Forty-sixth  Annual 
Report  of  the  General  Board  of  Com- 
missioners in  Lunacy  for  Scotland  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LOCOMOTIVES      ON     HIGHWAYS     ACTT, 
1896^  AND  MOTOR  CAR  ACT,  1903. 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Motor  Car 
Registration  and  Licensing  (Scotland) 
Order,  1903  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LOCOMOTIVES      ON     HIGHWAYS     ACT, 
1896,  AND  MOTOR  CAR  ACT,  1903. 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Motor  Cars 
(Use  and  Construction)  (Scotland)  Order, 
1904  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DISEASES   OF  ANIMAM    ACTS,   1894  TO 
1903. 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Hull  (Channel 
Islands  Animals)  Landing  Place  Order 
of  1904  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

REVENUE    AND    EXPENDITURE    (ENG- 
LAND, SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  for  the 
year  ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1904, 
(1)  the  Amount  contributed  by  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively,  to 
the  Revenue  collected  by  Imperial 
of&cers;  (2)  the  Expenditure  on  English, 
Scottish,  and  Irish  Services  met  out  of 
such  Revenue;  and  (3)  the  Balances  of 
Revenue  contributed  by  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectively, 
which  are  available  for  Imperial  Ex- 
penditure (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  248,  of  Session 
1903)."— (iifr.  Lough.) 


{COMMONS}  Questions.  8 

Mb.  field  :  To  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the  dis- 
organisation of  the  produce  exchange,  the 
distress  of  cotton  operatives,  and  the 
shortage  of  supply  to  manufacturers  being 
further  diminished  by  gamblers  in 
**  futures,"  he  will  correspond  with  Presi- 
dent Rooseveldt,  suggesting  a  conference 
regarding  international  co-operation  to 
prevent,  by  prohibitive  legislation,  the 
evil  effects  arising  from  comers  in  raw 
materials  and  foodstuffs. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Supply  of  Baw  Cotton— Cktmbling  in 
"Futures." 

Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
Ihe  statement  made  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
that  Continental  cotton  mills  situated  in 
countries  where  gambling  in  "  futures  "  and 
cotton  is  prohibited,  were  better  supplied 
with  raw  material;  and  whether  he  will 
make  inquiries  upon  the  effect  of  gambling 
in  "  futures,"  with  a  view  to  introducing 
safeguarding  international  legislation. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.)  With 
regard  to  these  Questions  I  can  only  say 
that  such  a  statement  may  have  been 
made,  though,  I  understand,  nothing  to 
that  effect  appears  in  any  reports  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Associated  Chambers  of 
Commerce  which  have  been  consulted, 
nor,  as  I  am  informed,  is  dealing  in 
**  futures,"  so  far  as  cotton  is  concerned, 
forbidden  in  any  cotton  manufacturing 
country.  I  gather  that  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Food  Supplies  in  time  of  War 
is  taking  evidence  on  the  question  of 
gambling  in  '*  futures." 

Civil  Bights  of  Slaves  in  Pemba. 

Mb.  BAYLET  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  His 
Majesty's  Commissioner  in  Pemba  has 
ruled  in  the  Court  that  all  property 
acquired  by  a  slave,  by  purchase  out  of 
his  own  money  or  by  gift,  belongs  to  the 
slave's  master;  and,  if  so,  whether,  in 
view  of  Article  2  of  the  decree  dated  1st 
Zilkada  1314,  which  states  that  from 
that  date  the  district  Court  shall  decline 
to  enforce  any  alleged  rights  over  the 
body,  service,  or  property  of  any  person 
on  the  ground  that  such  person  is  a  slave, 
he  will  say  what  action  he  proposes  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

{Anstoered  by  EarlPercy.)  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  Commissioner  in 
Pemba .  The  officer  referred  to  is  probably 
the  Commissioner  for  Pemba  appointed 
by  the  Zanzibar  Government.  No  official 
information  has  reached  us  of  the  ruling 
referred  to  in  the  Question,  but  an 
inquiry  will  be  addressed  to  His  Majesty's 
Agent  and  Consul-General  at  Zanzibar. 
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TieldofOoalTaz. 
Mb.  PLUMMER  (Neweastle-on-TTiie) 


{12  April  1904}  Questunu,  10 

;  to  and  including  the  year  ending  Slst 
I  December,  1903,  and  the  total  quantity 


To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  |  exported  in  each  of  the  above  named 

whetto  be  wffl  atate  Ae  net  am^ 

coal  tax  paid  (after  allowance  of  deduo-   „x,-u  4.-.^  -..-  •^^i^^^^  ^u-.  ..*^»«»^ 

tioDs  in  ^epect  of  oontracta  before  the   ^^^  ^,^"  'T^.      .        *7 

19th  April.  1901)  ateach shipping  port  in   ***  '^  ""^"^^  ^"  ^^  ^^  ^»-  P^  *^^- 

the  Umted  Kingdom  in  each  year  ending 

Slst  December,  from  and  including  1901  I     {Answered  by  Mr.  Audeiijphamberlain. 


Port* 


Net  amount  of  Coal  Tax 

paid  after  deductions  in 

respect  of  Contracts  before 

the  19th  April,  1901. 


Total  qnanti^  of  Exported 

Coal  on  which  Tax  was 

remitted  on  the  ground  that 

its  Talne  was  not  exceeding 

6s.  per  ton. 


London  - 


LiTerpool 


Banow 


Blyth 


Boston 


Bristol   - 


CaidifE 


Cadisle 


Chaster 


Dartmouth 


£ 

Tons. 

1901 
1902 
1903 

3,239 
[2,272 
2,486 

— 

1901 
1902 
1903 

13,872 
22,354 
22,434 

5,286 
46,674 
49,131 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1 
19 

E 

1901 
1902 
1903 

68,187 
141,336 
161,679 

232,809 
737,644 

744,611 

• 

1901 
1902 
1903 

3,678 
2,930 
4,918 

1901 
1902 
1903 

169 
711 
973 

— 

1901 
1902 
1903 

335.146 
613,769 
716,115 

26,899 

689,889 

1,604,691 

1901 
1902 
1903 

20 
5 

E 

1901 
1902 
1903 

12 
39 
10 

1901 
1902 
1903 

— 

1 
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Port 

Net  amount  of  Coal  Tax 

paid  after  deductions  in 

respect  of  Conlracts  before 

the  19th  of  AprU.  1901. 

Total  quantity  of  Exported 

Coal  on  which  Tax  was 

remitted  on  the  ground  that 

ita  value  was  not  exceeding 

6s.  per  ton. 

Dover    - 

•    1901 
1902 
1903 

£ 

Tons. 

Exeter  • 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

5 

— 

Fleetwood 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

134 

21 
68 

— 

Olouoester 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

7 
10 

' — 

Goole     - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

13,193 
31,740 
34,015 

6,442 

86,862 

135.868 

Grimsby 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

14,211 
49,062 
46,538 

5,816 
17,021 

Hartlepool 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

7,994 
24,978 
26,944 

1,497 
1,357 

Harwich 

-     1901' 
1902 
1903 



— 

Hull       - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

36,263 
67,517 
79,672 

2,783 
104,868 
164,041 

Llanellj  - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

5,942 

9,453 

11,356 

210 

1,688 

33,408 

Lynn 

■     1901 
1902 
1903 

2,634 
4,256 
3,105 

912 
839 

Manchester     - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

3,261 
2,953 
7,799 

295 
10,044 
30,449 

Maryport 

-    1901 
1?102 
1903 

3 

49 
57 

— 
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Port. 

Net  Mnoont  of  Co»I  Tax 

paid  after  deductiona  in 

tespect  of  Contraota  before 

the  19th  AprU,  1001. 

Total  quantity  of  Exported 

Coal  on  which  Tax  was 

remitted  on  the  ground  that 

its  value  was  not  exceeding 

6e.  per 'ton. 

£ 

Tons. 

Middleflbroiigh 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

1,863 
2,679 
2,117 

101 

Mlford   - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

45 
;46 
11 



Newport 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

69,003 
130,913 
149,934 

6,708 

67,874 

145,343 

Plymouth 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

22 
107 
61 

— 

Poole      - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

4 

— 

Port4wnouth     - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

'S 



Preston  - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

106 
46 
36 

Runcorn  • 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

702 
261 
120 

Scarborough  • 

.     1901 
1902 
1903 

_2 

— 

Southampton  - 

.     1901 
1902 
1903 

13 

2 

17 

— 

Stockton 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

.12 
72 
19 

236 

Sunderland    - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

31,173 

90.849 

1           .     107,477 

14,123 
108,035 
123,659 

Swansea 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

69,761 

131,555 

i                141,826 

524,543 
!                 859,177 
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Port 

Net  amount  of  Goal  Tax 

paid  after  dednotiaiis  in 

reepeot  of  Oontcaota  before 

the  19th  April.  1901. 

Total  qnaatily  of  Exported 

Ooal  on  which  Tax  was 
remitted  on  the  ground  that 
its  Tahe  was  not  exoeediag 
Qa.  per  ton. 

Tjne  Ports    - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

£ 
146,962 
354,662 
431,804 

Tons. 
122,166 
'                616,034 
673,423 

Weymouth     - 

.    1901 
1902 
1903 

J 

— 

Whitehayen   - 

-     1901 
1902 
1903 

7 

4 

— 

WiBbeoh 

.    1901 
1902 
1903 

201 

145 

96 

_          > 

WorkingtOD   • 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

4 
7 

— 

Yarmoath 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

8 
2 

— 

Alloa     -        - 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

8,161 
11,675 
10,064 

— 

Azdroeaan 

•     1901 
1902 
1903 

2,676 
3,762 
2,627 

1.112 
2,049 

Ayr       -        - 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

490 

1,318 

418 

4,647 

Bonowstoonness 

1901 
1902 

1903  : 

10,691 
24,529 
24,410 

1,116 
30,224 
37,761 

Dundee  • 

-    1901 
1902 
1903    , 

116 
80 
10 

— 

Glasgow  - 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

1 

56,783 
,36,127 
90,687 

7,282 
39,649 
79,923 

Grangemouth  - 

-    1901 
1902 
1903 

38,006 
61,667 
88.873 

1,363 
30,429 
67.640 
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Port. 


Net  amount  of  Coal  Tax 

paid  after  dedaotions  in 

respect  of  Ck>ntraot8  before 

the  19th  April,  1901. 


Total  quantity  of  Exported 

Coal  on  which  Tax  was 

remitted  on  the  ground  that 

ite  ^ne  was  not  exceeding 

68.  per  ton. 


Oranton 


Greenock 


Irvine 


Kiikcaldy 


Kirkwall  • 


Leith 


Peterhead 


Stomoway 


Troon 


United  Kingdom 


1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 

1901 
1902 
1903 


3,18i 
4,961 
5,751 

1,465 
1,994 
1,805 

471 

115 

19 

62,172 
137,281 
141,955 

2 
2 

4 

13,965 
24,595 
29,301 

1 
1 
2 


3,499 
7,454 
5,971 


1901 
1902 
1903 


999,319 
2,020,095 
2,303,411 


Tons. 


2,313 
5,804 


5,668 
207,466 
324,647 


3,599 
24,845 
64,680 


34,388 
6,397 


436,849 
3,275,607 
4,961,820 


Gommianon  of  Crown  Agents. 
Mb.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liverpool, 
East  Toxteth) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  what  was  the 
total  Bom  on  which  any  commission  was 
charged  by  the  Crown  Agents  in  1903 
on  behalf  of  the  forty-fonr  colonies 
and  protectorates  for  whose  commercial 
and  financial  business  they  are  respon- 


sible ;  what  was  the  total  amount  of 
commission  so  charged;  and  what  was 
the  separate  total  debited  and  com- 
mission charged  to  each  colony  and  pro- 
tectorate. 

{Ansivered  by  Mr,  Secretary  LytteUon,)  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  give  this  informa- 
tion, but  it  has  not  been  found  possible 
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Questions, 


50 


to  complete  the  compilation  of  the 
■details.  In  the  meantime  I  may  men- 
tion that  the  total  receipts  of  the  Crown 
Agents'  Office,  derived  partly  from  com- 
missions and  partly  from  other  authorised 
charges  against  all  the  Governments  for 
which  they  act,  amounted  in  the  year 
1903  to  £46,783  128. 

Mortality  in  Sonth  African  Minei. 

Mb.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
EUand) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  yet  in  a 
position  to  issue  the  Return  promised 
of  the  mortality  in  the  South  African 
mines. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttelton.) 
No,  Sir. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Naval  Statistics— New  Construction. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  can  give  an  esti- 
mate of  the  tonnage  added  by  new  con- 
struction to  the  British,  French,  Russian, 
and  German  navies  in  the  nine  years 
ending  31st  March,  1904. 

*The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretymav,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge):  The  information  asked  for  by 
the  hon.  Member  is  as  follows:  Great 
Britain,  933,147  tons;  France,  344,484 
tons;  Russia,  263,111  tons;  Germany, 
239,927  tons. 

Witwatersrand  GK>ld  Mines— Mortality 
Among  Kaffir  Labourers. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
will  now  lay  Papers  upon  the  Table 
giving  the  communications  which  have 
passed  between  himself  and  the  High 
Conmiissioner,  and  the  High  Com- 
missioner and  the  owners  of  the  Wit- 
watersrand gold  mines,  respecting  the 
crievous  mortality  among  the  Kaffirs 
working  underground  in  the  mines. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  I  will  lay 
Papers  at  an  earl>  date. 


Chinese  Labourers'  Wages. 
Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  has  any  information  that 
advertisements  are  beiog  circulated  in 
China  offering  to  Coolies  contracting  for 
the  Transvaal  mines  the  wages  of  258. 
per  month;  and  if  the  present  rate  of 
wages  paid  to  South  African  natives  is 
45s.  per  month. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  am  in  com- 
munication with  Lord  Milner  as  to  the 
rate  of  wages  to  be  inserted  in  the  con- 
tract. I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
advertisements  referred  to.  The  average 
rate  of  wages  paid  to  South  African 
natives  for  thirty  working  days  b  at 
present  £2  lOs. 

Land  Settlement  in  the  Transvaal. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  has  now  received  the  Return 
furnishing  details  as  to  the  sum  spent 
on  the  scheme  of  land  settlement  in  the 
Transvaal,  the  number  of  settlers  in  actual 
occupation  of  holdings,  the  total  acreage 
so  allotted,  and  the  acreage  in  arable 
,  cultivation. 

*Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  ascertained 
that  the  number   of  settlers  under  the 

j  Land  Settlement  Scheme  in  the  Transvaal 

I  is  508.  The  total  area  allocated  is 
620,423  acres,  of  which  292,871  acres  arc 
old  Government  land,  and  328,552  land 
purchased  for  settlement  purposes.  The 
cost  of  the  latter  is  £193.136.  The  loans 
to  settlers  amount  to  £130,300  and  the 
total     recoverable    from    settlers    with 

i  interest  under  Land  Settlement  Ordin- 
ance is  therefore  £323,436.  In  addition 
to  the  land  above  mentioned  about 
550,000    acres     have    been  bought  for 

I  settlement  purposes  but  not  yet  allotted 
to  settlers.  The  cost  of  this  is  £323,804. 
16,621  acres  are  under  crop  by  settlers. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  :  Up  to  what  date 
are  these  figures  ?  Are  they  ^uite 
recent  ? 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON :  Quite  recent, 

Transvaal  Magistracy. 
♦Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
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lie  can  now^  lay  upon  the  Table  the  | 
promiaed  Return  giving  the  names,  ages,  { 
salaries,  and  previous  careers,  qualifica*  < 
tions,  and  experience  of  the  persons  who  I 
have  been  appointed  to  the  post  of  magis- 1 
trate  in  the  Transvaal  • 


♦Mb.  LTTTELTON 
received  the  Return. 


I  have  not  yef  | 


♦Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS :  Ts  the  House  to 
infer  then  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  informed  himself  as  to  these 
matters  after  so  many  months  in  his 
office? 


[No  answer  was  returned.]  | 

•  I 

Ireland  and  the  Public  Libraries  Act 

Mb.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :    I  beg  to  ! 
ask  ^e  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 1 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  decided  on  any  scheme  \ 
to  assist  such  rural  district  councils  as 
may  adopt  the  Public  libraries  Act ;  and, 
if  so,  can  he  give  the  details  of    the 
scheme. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The 
Department  will  consider  the  application 
of  each  district  council  for  assistance  on 
its  merits.  In  suitable  cases  it  will  be 
prepared  to  make  small  grants  of  books 
on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture  and 
technical  instruction. 

Mahony  Estate,  Gap  of  Dunloe. 

Mb.  BOLAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  -  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  sale 
of  the  Mahony  Estate,  situate  at  the  Gap 
of  Dunloe,  is  just  being  concluded,  and 
that  there  is  included  in  the  sale  a  farm 
at  Coolmagort  from  which  one 
Florence  Doherty  was  evicted  in  1893, 
and  which  farm  was  subsequently  rented 
by  anotjier  tenant ;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
seeing  that  Doherty  laid  her  case  before 
the  Estates  Commissioners,  pursuant  to 
the  Irish  Land  Act  of  1903,  he  will  say  if 
the  Estates  Commissioners  have  taken 
any  action  in  the  matter,  and  if  the  sale 
to  the  subsequent  occupier  will  be  now 
sanctioned  without  an  effort  being  made 
to  put  into  effect  the  beneficial  provisions 
of  the  Act  with  regard  to  evicted  tenants. 


Mb.  WTNDHAM:  No  proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  this  estate  have  yet  been 
brought  before  the  Estates  Commissioners. 
An  application  for  reinstatement  has 
been  received  on  behalf  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Florence  Doherty  and  will  be 
duly  considered. 

Public  Libraries  in  Irish  Rural  Districts. 
Mb.  BOLAND :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to 
state  how  many  rural  district  councils 
have  adopted  the  Public  Libraries  Act, 
and  can  he  give  their  names. 

Mm.  WYNDHAM:  Resolutions  adopt- 
ing the  Act  have  been  passed  by  nineteen 
councils — Ballymena»  Balrothery,  Cahir- 
dveen,  Qoneygowan,  Cork,  Dingle,  Dun- 
dalk,  Dungarvan,  Dunmanway,  Kenmare, 
EiUamey,  Einsale,  Mallow,  Naas  No.  1, 
Navan,  Rathdown  No.  1,  Rathdown 
No.  2,  Rathkeale,  and  Tralee.  In  some 
of  these  cases,  however,  the  statutory 
requirements  in  respect  of  notices  have 
not  been  complied  with,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  in  communication 
with  the  councils  concerned  on  the 
subject. 

County  Down  Grand  Jury. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
T Jeutenant  of  Ireland  whedier  he  is  aware 
that  no  Roman  Catholic  was  summoned 
to  serve  on  the  grand  jury  at  the  recent 
County  Down  Assizes ;  and  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
the  incident. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Executive 
(Jovernraent  has  no  cognisance  of  the 
religious  denominations  of  persons  sum- 
moned to  serve  on  the  grand  juries. 
These  bodies  are  summoned  by  the  High 
Sheriffs,  and  their  composition  and  the 
mode  of  selection  are  regulated  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Grand  Jury  Acts,  as 
adapted  by  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1898.  The  qualification  is  based  on 
property. 

Irish  Loan  Fund  Board. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 

of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  if  the 

Government    intends    to    promote    any 
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legislation  this  session  on  the  snbject 
of  the  Loan  Fund  Board  in  Ireland. 


of  the  War  Office  (Re-constitution)  Com- 
mittee which  bears  on  the  health  of  the 
Army. 


Mb.  WYNDH  am  :  It  has  already  been 
stated  that  the  Government  is  prepared 
to  reintroduce  the  Bill  of  last  session 
provided  an  assurance  is  received,  as  I 

shonld  hope,  that  the  measure  will  be  ■  j  cannot  answer  that  Question  yet. 
treated  as  non-contentious. 


The  PRIBffi  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  afraid 


Belleek  and  Fintona  Loan  Fund  Societies. 

Mb.  MACVBAOH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the 
present  condition  of  the  loan  fund 
societies  of  Belleek  and  Fintona,  includ- 
ing in  each  case  the  amount  in  hand,  the 
amount  outstanding,  and  the  cost  of 
collection;  whether  he  can  state  why  no 
reports  on  the  subject  have  been  furnished 
to  the  debenture  holders  living  at  a 
distance;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
hardships  inflicted  on  those  concerned, 
he  will  see  that  steps  are  taken  to 
expedite  a  settlement.  i>^^ 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  Loan  Fund 
Board  has  no  knowledge  of  the  present 
financial  position  of  the  Belleek  loan 
fund.  The  Receiver  over  the  affairs  of 
that  society  was  appointed  by  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  In  the  case  of  the  Fintona 
loan  fund  the  Receiver  was  appointed  by 
the  Board  in  1900.  The  amount  then 
Outstanding  was  £2,129.  £961  has  since 
been  collected,  leaving  £1,168  still  out- 
standing. The  Receiver's  remuneration 
is  10  per  cent,  upon  the  sums  collected. 
A  dividend  of  5s.  in  the  £  has  been  paid 
to  debenture  holders,  and  a  further 
dividend  will  shortly  be  paid.  It  is  not 
the  practice  of  the  Board  to  supply 
debenture  holders  with  the  reports  of  the 
E  eceivers.  Expedition  in  the  completion 
of  the  collection  of  the  outstanding  debts 
due  to  this  and  other  societies  would  be 
largely  promoted  by  the  nassage  of  the 
Bill  to  which  I  have  alreaay  referred. 

War  Oi&ce  (Be-constitution)  Committee's 
Report 

Sib  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  opportunity  will 
be  given  to  diacuss  in  the  House,  before 
action  is  taken,  the  portion  of  the  Report 


Private  Bill  Procedures-Parliamentary 
Fees. 

Mb.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Private 
Bill  legislation  costs  the  promoters  of 
Private  Bills  and  Provisional  Orders  in 
fees  paid  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
about  £45,000  a  year  more  than  the  coat 
to  the  country  of  private  bill  legislation^ 
and  having  regard  to  the  burden  oa 
small  urban  districts  caused  by  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  Parliamentary 
powers  for  the  supply  of  gas,  water^ 
electricity,  and  other  public  services,  the 
Government  will  propose  a  revision  of 
the  Standing  Order  regulating  the  scale 
of  House  fees  charged  to  public  authori- 
ties in  respect  of  Bills  and  Provisional 
Orders  introduced  by  them. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  if  it  is  proposed  to  revise 
the  scale  of  Ho  use  fees  charged  on 'private 
bill  legislation.  I  by  no  means  look  at 
one  side  of  this  matter,  but  I  hope  we 
may  carry  further  the  reforms  already 
initiated.  I  may  remind  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that,  as  was  found  by  the  Committee 
on  Private  Bill  Procedure,  the  fees 
actually  charged  form  a  very  small 
fraction  of  the  total  cost  of  those  Bills. 

Me.  J.  H,  LEWIS :  I«  it  not  a  fact 
that  these  fees  come  to  something  like 
£45,000  a  year. 

Mr.A.J.B.\LFOUR:  Thatmaybeso, 
but  whether  any  material  relief  oould  be 
given  in  the  matter  of  fees  to  local 
authorities  which  insist  on  coming  to  this 
House  for  legislation  when  their  object 
could  be  obtained  at  less  cost  by  Pro- 
visional Order  procedure  is  another 
matter.  After  all,  fees  are  a  small 
fraction  of  the  cost,  as  I  have  said* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


35 


Business 


{12  April  1904} 


of  the  House, 


26 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sib  H.  CAHPBELL-BANNERHAN 
(Stirling  Borg^) :  Has  the  Leader  of  the 
House  anything  to  saj  as  to  business. 
What  Snpply  will  be  taken  on  Thursday  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  regards 
Thursday  next  we  shall  take  the  Army 
Estimates,  and  I  think  the  Vote  for  the 
War  Office  will  be  first  as  the  most  con- 
venient course.  In  regard  to  the  business 
generally,  the  House  is  aware  that  during 
the  recess  there  has  been  action  in  Tibet 
which,  in  our  opinion,  makes  it  necessary, 
in  accordance  with  the  Statute,  to  ask 
the  House  to  sanction  the  employment 
of  Indian  troops  beyond  the  Indian 
frontier.  I  do  not  think  that  any  delay 
should  take  place  in  discussing  that 
question,  and  I  shall  propose  that  my 
light  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  for  India 
should  put  it  down  for  to-morrow.  This 
wiD  render  necessary  the  postponement 
of  the  introduction  of  the  Licensing  Bill, 
but  I  shall  take  the  first  available  day 
for  its  introduction  next  week.  As  the 
House  is  aware  Monday  is  pledged  to  the 
Irish  Members  opposite,  who  have  an 
Amendment  to  the  Motion  ''That  the 
Speaker  leave  the  Chair."  I  am  bound 
to  adhere  to  that  pledge,  though  I  should 
prefer  to  introduce  the  Licensing  Bill  on 
Monday.  The  Budget  will  be  taken  on 
Tueeday. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Is  it  not  the  usual  practice  to  delay 
taking  the  War  Office  Vote  till  later  in 
the  session,  so  as  to  enable  us,  so  to 
speak,  to  pick  up  dropped  stitches.  And 
can  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  give  us  the 
terms  of  the  Resolution  on  Tibet  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BAIJFOUR:  The  terms  of 
the  Resolution  in  reference  to  Tibet  are 
practically  settled  by  the  statute.  It 
simply  asks  the  Ho&se  to  give  the 
sanction  required  by  statutory  enactment. 
As  to  the  War  Office  Vote,  I  will  take  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman's  suggestion  into 
careful  consideration,  and  the  House 
^all  have  our  decision  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon. 


would  be  impossible  from  the  point  of 
view  of  his  hon.  friends,  and  he  must  ask 
the  Leader  of  the  House  to  adhere  to  the 
arrangement. 

I  Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
I  Camborne) :  In  view  of  the  great 
interest  excited  by  the  intimation  that 
the  Licensing  Bill  would  be  introduced  to- 
morrow, and  the  arrangements  which 
have  been  made  in  consequence,  up  and 
down  the  country,  would  it  not  be 
possible  to  bring  in  the  Bill  after  the 
Tibet  debate  to-morrow  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Does  the  hon. 
Baronet  wish  it  to  be  brought  in  without 
debate  ? 

SiB  WILFRID  LA WSON :    Oh  no. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gkntleman  aware  that 
the  Members  of  this  House  have  not  yet 
received  the  text  of  the  Convention  with 
France,  although  it  has  been  issued  to  the 
French  electorate  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Govern- 
ment have  had  nothing  \j  do,  directly  €r 
indirectly,  with  the  publication  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  French  text  of  the 
Agreement  between  this  country  and 
France.  The  English  text  has  not  been 
published,  but  both  texts  will  be  in  the 
Vote  Office  in  the  course  of  the  sitting, 
and  I  hope  in  the  hands  of  Members  to- 
morrow. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMANJ: 
Will  any  Papers  be  laid  giving  the  House 
i  further  information  as  to  the  policy  of 
.  the  Government  in  regard  to  Tibet  ? 

i  The  secretary  op  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Mr.  Bbodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  have  ordered  Papers  to  be  pre- 
pared with  reference  to  Tibet;  but  no 

,  despatch  of  any  importance  has  been 
sent  to  Lord  Curzon  since  the  publication 

;  of  the  ample  volume  of  Papers  already 

'  issued,  and  which  include  the  despatch 
of  6th  November,  authorising  the  advance. 


Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON :  Are  we  at 
siid  that  any  alteration  of  the  day  for  I  war  with  Tibet  or  are  we  not  ?  I  see  the 
the  Irish  Motion,  now  down  for  Monday,  |  Viceroy  speaks  of  "  the  enemy." 
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NEW  MEMBEli  SWORN. 
Lawrence   Ambrose  Waldron,  esquire, 
for  the  Parliamentary  Borough  of  Dublin 
(St.  Stephen's  Green  Division). 


i\Eir  BILL. 

INDIAN  COUNCILS  BILL. 

**To  amend  the  Indian  Councils  Act, 

1874,"  presented  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brod- 

rick;    to  be  read    a  second  time  upon 

Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  148.] 


SUPPLY  [5TH  Allotted  Day']. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1904-5. 
1.  £3,646,000,  Naval  Armaments. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the 
question  of  the  gunning  of  the  new 
armoured  cruisers.  No  doubt  any  con- 
siderable* alteratio^n  ir  naval  gunning 
would  involve  an  alteiaUoi^  ,m  the 
designs  of  the  vessels.  On  this  quetuiv  ., 
he  very  much  regretted  the  absence  of 
the  Secretary  for  War,  who  had  always 
been  his  leader  in  that  matter.  It  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  armoured 
cruisers  should  be  amply  gunned,  but,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  every  one  of  our 
armoured  cruisers,  and  our  unarmoured 
cruisers  too,  had  been,  and  was  still, 
absurdly  under-gunned.  In  his  opinion 
gunning  was  of  greater  importance  to 
armoured  cruisers  than  even  to  battle- 
ships. A  cruiser  was  able  to  maintain 
its  distance  from  a  battleship,  and,  if 
provided  with  a  very  heavy  gun,  would 
be  capable  of  engaging  and  perhaps 
defeating  many  of  the  battleships  afloat. 
If  a  cruiser  was  under-gunned  it  could 
only  make  use  of  its  speed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  away.  The  recent  experi- 
ence of  Japan  showed  the  enormous 
effect  that  heavy  guns  might  produce 
upon  a  fortress  when  they  were  handled 
with  the  very  great  skill  which  the 
Japanese  had  shown  in  their  naval 
engagements;  and  in  the  bombardment 


of   Port    Arthur    it  would    have   been 

immaterial  whether  cruisers  or  battle* 

ships    were    employed,     provided     the 

cruisers    were    fitted  .  with    sufficiently 

heavy  guns.    No  one  at  the  Admiralty 

I  now  denied  the  importance  of  putting  in 

i  our  cruisers  the  heaviest   possible  guns 

I  consistent  with  their  other  requirements. 

Of  course,  he  was   not    unaware  of  the 

I  conditions  of  shipping,  and  the  necessity 

,  for    making    provision     for    coal    and 

ammunition.    But    in    regard    to     our 

armoured  cruisers  we  were  further  behind 

the  Japanese  than  we  were  in  respect  of 

our   battleships,  of  which  our  two  best 

were  those  we  had  recently  bought  from 

!  Chili.     He  was  specially  alluding  to  the 

"  Argyll "  class  of  cruisers,  which  were 

originally  designed  for  6-inch  guns.  It  was 

now  proposed  to  add  four  7 '6  guns,  one 

forward  on  the  centre  line,  one  aft  on  the 

centre  line,  and  one  on  each  side.     That 

i  was  altogether  an  inadequate  provision. 

He  suggested  that  they  should  leave  the 

6-inch  guns,but  should  substitute  9*2  guns 

for  the  7'5  guns.    He  trusted  that  before 

any  further  progress  was  made  with  these 

cruisers,    Mr.   Watt,    the    present  Con- 

,  structor    and    Designer    of   the   Navy, 

;  would   be  let  loose   to  revolutionise,  if 

need  be,  the  whole  of  the  designs  of  Sir 

William  White. 

*Mr.  REGINALD  LUCAS  (Ports- 
mouth) asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty what  the  Admiralty  were  doing  or  in- 

'  tended  to  do  with  regard  to  the  encour- 
agement of  efficiency  in  the  use  of  torpe- 
does. A  great  deal  had  been  said  of  the 
necessity  of  improving  the  shooting  of  the 
Navy,  and  during  the  last  year  or  two  great 

'  improvement  had  been  made,  on  which 
they  could  congratulate  themselves.  There 
was  to-day  in  the  papers  a  very  interest- 
ing letter  describing  what  took  place  at 
Chemulpho,  where  two  Russian  ships 
were  destroyed,  ai^d  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Far  East  supplementing  the 
information  which  was  given.  In  the  late 
war  between  Japan  and  China  five  ships 
were  sunk  by  torpedoes,  and  none,  so  far 
as  known,  by  gun  fire.  In  the  present 
war  five  ships  had  already  been  sunk  by 
torpedoes,  but  none  so  far  as  known 
by  gun  fire.  It  followed  from  thia 
that,  however  necessary  it  might  be  to 
have  our  shooting  effective,  it  was  not 
less  necessary  to  have  the  management 
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of  torpedoes  in  the  highest  possible  state 
of  efficiency.      The  question  which   sug- 
gested itself  to  him  was  whether  persons 
of    the    various    ratings    of    the  Navy 
received    sufficient     encouragement    in 
studying  and   perfecting  themselves    in 
the  use  of  torpedoes.    The    two  points 
which  he  thought  arose  out  of  the  naval 
engagements  in  the  Far  East  were  (1)  the  < 
Very  great  interest  those  who  considered 
naval  matters  ought  to  take  in  perfect- 
ing as  far  as  they  could  the  use  of  torpe-  i 
does  among  our  ships ;  (2)  whether  any- , 
thing   could  be  done  to    increase    the  | 
protection    affoided    to    those    fighting . 
on    the    upper   decks.       Another    very  i 
notable      point      which      he      thought  i 
ought    to     be     borne     in     mind     was , 
that  the  officers  on  Russian  ships  became  i 
so  deaf  that  the  voice  tubes  for  giving  I 
orders  were  useless.    These  were  points 
which  directly  affected  the  arming  of  our 
ships,  and  it  would  be  gratifying  if  the  | 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  could  give 
him 'some  information  upon  them. 

*  Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean)  said  the   point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  | 
Lynn  was  one  which  had  been  raised  by 
the    present  Secretary    for    War    year  | 
after  year,  and   some  increase    in    the  \ 
gun  power  of  our  cruisers  had  recently  I 
been  made,  no  doubt  in  consequence  of 
the  presence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  | 
at  the  Admiralty.    With  regard  to  the  i 
gunning  of  battleships,   there    was    no  I 
tendency,  so  far  as  the  account  showed.  , 
to  increase  the  calibre  of  the  guns.     We 
were  spending  more  money  on  guns  this 
financial  year  than  we  spent  last  year,  j 
but  the  increase  was  almost  entirely  upon  , 
6-inch   guns.    That  was  a  fact  that  re- 1 
quired  some  explanation.  I 

*  The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY  (Mr.  Pretyman)  said  these  were 
partly  for  the  Mercantile  Cruisers. 

*  Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  said  there  was 
no  building  of  7*5-inch  guns,  which  were 
the  guns  which,  in  the  case  of  foreign  I 
Gk)vernments,  were  very  rapidly  taking  ' 
the  place  of  the  6-inch  guns.     We  had  | 
only  four  7*5-inch  guns  to  be  completed 
in  this  year,  but  there  was  nothing  shown 
with  regard  to  the  future.     It  would  be 
gratifying  if  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty could  make  any  statement  on  this 


point.  We  ought  to  be  able  to  gain  a 
good  deal  of  experience  as  to  gunnery 
and  gunpowder  from  the  Russo-Japanese 
War.  We  were,  at  this  moment,  [intro- 
ducing an  improved  cordite.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  of  Commons  tx> 
say  what  that  improved  cordite  might 
be  worth,  but  it  made  them  a  little  un- 
easy when  they  read,  year  after  year,  the 
comments  upon  our  gunpowder  of  foreign 
Governments,  all  of  whom  thought  they 
had  a  better  gunpowder  than  we  had. 
He  hoped  the  Admiralty  might  be  able 
to  gain  information  as  to  what  was  the 
value,  in  practice,  of  the  Japanese  high 
explosive  for  the  contents  of  shells, 
which  was  a  new  powder  and  one  which 
was  not  used  by  any  other  Power.  An 
enormous  sum  of  money  was  being  spent 
— rightly,  as  he  thought — upon  sending^ 
British  generals  to  watch  the  Japanese 
military  operations;  but,  so  far  as  they 
knew,  nothing  of  a  corresponding  nature 
had  been  done  in  order  to  inform  the 
House  and  the  country  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  Japanese  naval  operations,^ 
which  were  of  far  greater  importance  to 
us  and  which  might  have  a  much  closer 
bearing  on  our  future  policy  than  the 
military  operations.  No  doubt  the 
Admiralty  had  taken  such  steps,  but  they 
had  not  heard  of  Ihem.  He  thought  the 
Committee  would  be  specially  interested 
to  learn  that  the  Admiralty  were  taking, 
or  had  taken,  steps  to  acquaint  them- 
selves with  this  new  Japanese  high 
explosive  and  its  action  in  war. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great Yarmouth) 
referring  to  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  with 
regard  to  the  estimate  for  military 
attaches  to  the  Japanese  Army,  and  to 
his  comments  as  to  the  absence  of  a 
similar  provision  on  the  part  of  the  Navy, 
said  he  thoufrht  the  Committee  should 
have  more  information  as  to  what  the 
Admiralty  had  done,  or  was  doing,  to 
gather  up  all  the  knowledge  necessary 
to  guide  us,  from  the  practical  experi- 
ence of  the  Japanese.  It  must  be  plain 
to  everyone  that  our  policy  was  to  retain 
superiority  at  sea,  and,  that  being  so,  it 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  any 
war  in  which  we  might  be  engaged  should 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily  as 
possible.  The  logical  result  of  our  policy 
was  that  we  should  maintain  a  Navy 
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sufficient  to  bottle  up  in  their  harbours 
the  ships  of  our  enemy,  but  we  must  also 
reach  diem  in  their  hiding-places ;  and 
unless^  we   developed    high    angle    fire 
it  was  impossible  to  reach  ships  when 
In  hiding.    He  thought  his  hon.  friend 
should    give    some    information    as    to 
what  the  Admiralty  were  doing  in  the 
way  of    investigating    the  possibilities 
of  i  increasing    high    angle    fire.       So 
far    as    he  could  see,   this   Vote  must 
Increase  with  the  increa6e  of  the  Navy 
And  increased  cost  of  production;    but 
there  was  one  thing  with  regard  to  which 
he  had  never  been  quite  clear,  and  that 
was  whether  the  Admiralty  were  pro- 
viding sufficient  reserve  of  ordnance  and 
fittings  for  our  Fleet   at  the    different 
stations.    A  good  deal  had  no  doubt  been 
done,  but  he  would  be  glad  to  know  to 
what  extent  the  reserve  of  guns,  naval 
armaments    generally,    and    necessary 
fittings  had  been  increased.    Had  there 
been  any  definite  standard  to  work  to  ? 
because  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
shortness  of  the   life  of  our  guns   was 
imavoidable.    With  regard  to  the  lessons 
which  might  be  drawn  from  the  Japanese 
War,  he  did  not  think  the  time  had  yet 
arrived  to  be  dogmatic  on  the  subject, 
although  it  was  quite  certain  there  had 
been  some  most  valuable  proofs  which 
would,  and  must,  dispose  of  many  vague 
theories.     Any  hon.  Member  who  wished 


Mr.     EEARLET    (Devonport)    said 
there  was    one    direction  in  which  the 
Admiralty  had  been  very  culpable  with 
regard  to  the  efficiency  of  guns.    There 
were,  according  to  his  information,  many 
of  our  best  ships  with  quick-firing  guns 
fitted  with   the  old,  slow  breech  move- 
ment of  three-lever  action,  whereas  in 
the  modem  quick-firing  gims  there  was 
only  a  otie-lever  action,  and  the  speed 
was  consequently  increased.    But  what 
was  worse,  was,  that  in  ships  that  had 
been  recently  refitted,  the  "  Endymion  " 
and  the  *' Theseus,"  this  old,   obsolete 
breech  action  was  still  being  used,  neces* 
sitating  a  great  sacrifice  of  gun-power 
which  might  be  remedied  with   a  very 
small    outlay.       Another    thing    which 
affected  the  efficiency  of  our  gunnery 
was  that  many  ships  still  carried  the  old 
muzzle-loading  9-pounder  guns  instead  of 
12-pounder  breech-loading  guns.     That 
was  a  qaestion  which  had  been  raised 
many  times,  and  the  House  had  f  req  uently 
been  assured  of  the  deletion  of  these  guns ; 
nevertheless  some  of  our  ships  were  still 
carrying  them.    The  sighting  of  the  guns 
was  the  most  vital  part  of  gunnery  effi- 
ciency.   He  was  told  that  the  sights  of 
most  of  the  ships'  guns  were  hopelessly 
wrong,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  work 
with  the  present  sights  with  any  degree 
of  certainty.    He  understood   that  the 
matter  of  sighting  wanted  a  thorough 


to  be  informed  upon  this  point  should  j  overhauling,  and  it  had  been  suggested 
read  that  most  valuable  book,  *' The  to  him  that  there  should  be  a  Committee 
Surgical    and   Medical    History    of  the  I  appointed  of  the  very  best  gutmery  ex- 


Naval  War  between  Japan  and  China." 
The  hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth  had 
asked  for  increased  protection  for  the 
personnel,  and  both  he  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  proposed  to 
increase  weights.  Something  must  be 
given  up,  and,  inasmuch  as  the  probable 
loss  of  life  in  proportion  to  the  matiriel 
was  steadily  decreasing,  our  real  difficulty 
was  not  loss  of  life,  but  damage  to  ships, 
and  paralysis  of  ships  through  damage : 
and  although  reasonable  protection  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  persontul  where  possible, 
he  (Sir  John)  would  sacrifice  nothing  in 
ships'  efficiency  in  materiel  to  try  and 
secure  what  was  an  impossibility,  namely 
immunity  from  lose  of  life  on  board  ship 
in  time  of  war.  He  would  have  an 
.  ample  reserve  of  guns  and  fittings. 
Sir  John  Colomb. 


perts^  in  the  Navy.  The  results  on  the 
**  Majestic,"  for  instance,  were  the  out- 
come of  the  energy  of  the  gunnery  in- 
structor and  gunnery  lieutenant.  The 
Admiralty  were  qaite  aware  of  these 
deficiencies,  hut  he  thought  the  House 
would  be  interested  to  know  what  the 
Admiralty  were  doing  to  improve  the 
sighting  of  the  guns. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) 
said  this  was  an  exceedingly  large  Vote, 
amounting  this  year  to  £3,646,000,  an 
increase  on  last  year  of  about  £500,000. 
That  was  a  matter  which  the  Committee  at 
large  could  appreciate  far  better  than  the 
technical  questions  of  gunnery  which 
were  relevant  to  the  Vote.  He  did  not 
propose  to  oppose  the  Government  in 
this  matter;  he  merely  wished  to  call 
attention  to  this  fact  to  prove  the  truth 
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of  the  generalisation  that  everjrthing  de- 
X>ended  on  the  Shipbuilding  Vote.  If  the 
0>mnuttee  compared  that  Vote  with  what 
it  was  ten  years  ago,  they  would  find 
that  it  had  risen  from  £1,500,000  to 
nearly  £4,000,000,  while  the  cost  of  new 
«onstraction  had  risen  by  £1,250,000  in 
the  same  period.  Every  increase  of  the 
Shipbuilding  Vote  must  of  necessity  in- 
crease all  other  Votes,  because,  having 
incTeased  the  ships,  the  Admiralty  must 
increase  the  crews  and  find  money  to 
pay  them.  The  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty woul^l  be  bound  to  say  that  the 
enormous  figures  he  was  now  asking  for 
in  respect  of  armaments  were  purely  con- 
sequential on  the  enormous  Shipbuilding 
Vote  of  last  year.  If  it  was  true  that  this 
Armaments  Vote  was  consequential  on  the 
other,  what  was  the  use  of  the  Committee 
criticising  any  Vote  except  that  for  ship- 
building 1  How  could  they  chaQenge 
the  details  of  any  Vote  of  this  kind  before 
they  had  challenged  the  Shipbuilding 
Vote,  which  was  the  only  one  which  could 
be  effectively  criticised.  The  question  of 
depots  for  stores  came  up  year  after  year, 
and  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Ck)m- 
mittee  if  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
could  give  some  explanation  on  that  sub- 
ject. Another  point  to  which  he  wished 
to  draw  attention  was  the  item  called 
"  Appropriations  in  Aid,"  which  included 
the  contributions  from  India,  Australia, 
and  South  Africa.  The^e  contributions 
were  very  small — so  small,  in  fact,  that  it 
might  be  said  that  the  Empire  outside 
the  United  Kingdom  bad  paid  only  1 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  Navy. 
He  should  like  to  know  on  what  principle 
these  contributions  were  apportioned 
in  the  different  Votes.  Cape  Colony 
contributed  £60,000,  and  of  that  £200 
was  included  in  the  Armaments  Vote, 
while  of  the  Australian  contributions, 
supposed  to  be  specially  applicable  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  Australian 
squadron,  only  £50  went  into  that  Vote. 
He  had  been  struck  by  the  extreme 
difference  between  the  proportions  of  the 
AustraUan  and  South  African  contribu- 
tions, and  would  like  to  have  some  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  it. 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  he  welcomed 
the  discussion  which  had  taken  place 
upon  this  Vote,  which  was  really  one  of 
the  most  important  items  in  the  Navy 
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I  Estimates.      Captain    Mahan    had    de- 
j  scribed  a  ship  of  war  as  merely  an  ex- 
aggerated gun-carriage;  in  other  words, 
the  ship  existed  to  carry  the  guns,  and 
.  therefore  a  discussion  on  the  guns  pro- 
I  vided  for  the  Navy  was  of  the  first  im- 
I  portance,  and  overrode  every  other  sub- 
.  ject  in  this  Vote.      It    was  a    highly 
I  technical  subject,  but  he  would  point  out 
!  that  the  question  of  under-gunning  raised 
!  what  was,  after  all,  the  real  question — 
'  namely,  the  relative  importance  of  the 
I  different  factors  which  had  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  construction  of  a  ship  of 
war.    It  was  true,  as  a  general  principle, 
that  when  two  cruisers  met  in  combat 
t  the  cruiser  which  had  the  most  gun^  and 
the  heaviest  guns  would  win;  but  that 
!  could  not  always  be  held  to  be  true, 
because  there  were  other  factors  besides 
I  the  number,  caUbre,  and  even  range  of 
I  the  guns  which  had   great  influence  in 
I  determining  the  issue  of  the  conflict,  and 
these  factors  had  to  be  taken  into  account 
I  in  the  construction  of  the  ship  which  was 
I  meant  to  fight  at  a  high  rate  of  speed, 
!  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  guns  of  a 
cruiser  should  be  such  as  would  enabl? 
it  to  be  fought  properly  at  a  high  rate  of 
I  speed.    He  admitted  that  the  gunning  of 
our  cruisers,  especially  cruisers  of  the  im- 
j  proved  "  County  "  class,  required  explana- 
I  tion.      The    "  County "  class     included 
ships    of  two  distinct  periods,  namely, 
!  ten  ships   of  the   **  Kent "  class,   carry - 
I  ing    fourteen    6  -  inch    guns,    also    the 
:** Devonshire"  class,   consisting    of   the 
"Devonshire,"    the    "Hampshire,"  the 
i  *'  Argyll,"      the       ''  Roxburgh,"       the 
"  Antrim,"   and  the   **  Carnarvon,"    of 
which  the  armament  was  two  7*5  guns 
and  ten  6 -inch  guns,  and  the  more  modem 
and  powerful  "  Warrior  "  class,  consisting 
of  the  "  Duke  of  Edinburgh,"  the  *'  Black 
Prince,"  the  "  Warrior,"  the  **  Achilles," 
the  "Natal,"  and   the  '*  Cochrane,''  the 
armament     for    which,     as     originally 
designed,  was  six  9*2  guns  and  ten  6-inch 
guns.     There  was  also  the  "  Drake  "  class 
from  which  a    certain   amount   of    ex- 
perience had  been  derived.  While  referring 
to  that  experience,  combined  with  the  ex- 
perience derived  from  long-range  practice 
in  the  Mediterranean,  he  might  say  that 
there  were  at  present  two  Committees  on 
gunnery    sitting,    but    they    were    not 
Admiralty  Committees.    One  Committee 
was  sitting  with  the  Mediterranean  Fleet 
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and  the  other  with  the  Channel  Fleet,  and    jected  also  in  the  **  Warrior  "  class.    The 


they  were  composed  of  sailors  actually 
serving  with  the  squadrons.     It  was  ob- 
viously be  ter  that  the  Committee  should 
consist  of  practical  sailors  who  were  able 
to  judge  from  personal  experience  the 
results  of  the  daily  firing  rather  than  of 
theoretical   experts    assisted   by    naval 
authorities  who  could  not  view  or  take 
part    in   the    experiments,    and     these 
Committees,  so  composed,  were  sitting  to 
consider  the  questions  on  gunnery  which 
the  Admiralty  were  constantly  referring 
to  them.      Long-range  firing,  which  was 
one  of  the  subjects  actually  under  con- 
sideration,  required  great  command    of 
the  gun.     The   command    of  the   main- 
deck  guns  of  the  improved  "  County  "  and 
"Duke  of  Edinburgh  "  classes,  like  that  of 
the    original   "  County  "  and    "  Drake  " 
classes,  was  only  about  ten  feet,  which,  in 
practice,  was  not  found  to  be  sufficient  for 
thoroughly  effective  long-range     firing. 
Moveover,    on    cruisers    where    it    was 
pecessary  to  use  the  guns  while  travelling 
at  high  speeds,  the  insufficient  command 
of  the  guns  rendered  their  effective  use 
impossible  if  there  was  any  sea  on,  by 
reason  of  the  great  volume    of    water 
thrown  over  the  gun  ports.    As  to  the 
calibre    of    the    guns,     the    Admiralty 
thoroughly  recognised  the  desirability  of 
having,  wherever  possible,  7*5  rather  than 
6-inch  guns,  and,  taking  all  these  matters 
into  consideration,  they  had  decided,  after 
consultation  with  gunnery  experts,   and 
prolonged  discussion,   to  make    certain 
alterations  in  the    armaments    of    the 
ships.    In  the  "  Devonshire  "  class,  the 
two  7*5  guns  would  remain,  but  the  four 
forward  6-inch  guns  would  be  replaced 
by  two  7'5  guns  in  gun  houses  on  the 
upper   deck,  one  on  each  side,  with  a 
command  of  19  feet  instead  of  10  feet. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  asked  whether 
there  would  be  three  7'5  guns  capable  of 
being  fired  on  the  same  broadside^ 
three  and  no  more  1 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  that  was 
the  case.  The  two  new  7 '5  guns  would 
have  a  great  angle  fire — from  ahead 
to  well  abaft  the  beam,  but  not  across 
ship.  The  six  6-inch  guns  would  be  left 
three  on  each  side,  so  that  there  would 
be  three  6-inch  and  three  7'5  guns  on 
each    broadside.      Changes    were    pro- 

Mr,  Pretyman. 


"Duke  of  Edinburgh  "and  the  "Black 
Prince "  were  so  far  advanced  that  the 
cost  of  the  alterations  would  be  prohibi- 
tive ;  consequently  they  would  retain  the 
armament  for  which  they  were  designed, 
except  that  the  projection  forward  would 
be  abolished,  and  the  guns  would  be  able 
to  fire  only  on  the  broadside.  It  was 
considered  more  advantageous  to  do 
away  with  the  projection  than  to  retain 
the  ahead  fire  of  the  forward  6-inch  guns. 
In  the  remaining  four  ships  of  this  class, 
the  ten  6-inch  guns  would  be  replaced  by 
four  7*5  guns.  There  would  be  no  main- 
deck  armament  at  all ;  the  guns  would  all 
be  mounted  on  the  upper  deck  with  a  com- 
mand of  19  feet  instead  of  10  feet.  The 
number  of  guns  was  largely  reduced,  but 
the  Committee  would  realise  that  the 
stability  of  a  ship  was  greatly  affected  by 
the  guns  being  placed  in  a  much 
higher  position.  Moreover,  the  weight 
of  the  mounting  of  the  7 '5  guns  was  con- 
siderably greater  than  that  of  the  6-inch 
guns,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  secure 
the  advantages  which  the  proposed 
alterations  would  afford,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  retain  the  larger  number  of  guns. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  asked  whether  the  gims  would  be 
protected. 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  the  guns  would 
be  in  gun  houses  or  turrets,  with  com- 
plete protection. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  pointed  out 
that  no  provision  for  7*6  guns  was  made 
in  the  Estimates. 

*Mr.  pretyman  said  that  that  was 
accoimted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  change 
had  only  just  been  decided  upon.  There 
would  be  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
7*5  guns  in  the  Navy,  as  a  considerable 
'  number  of  6-inch  guns  were  being  replaced 
,  by  the  7*5  guns.  No  loss  would  accrue, 
however,  as  the  6-inch  guns  designed  for 
the  "Devonshire"  class  would  come  in 
for  other  purposes,  mainly  for  the  arming 
of  the  large  mercantile  cruisers. 

:  *Sir  CHARLES  DILEE  asked 
!  whether  the  Admiralty  would  not  require 
,  to  begin  making  any  7*5  guns  before 
t  next  March. 
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'^'Mb.  PRETYMAN  understood  that  the    suggested  that,  in  the  past,  the  length  of 
guns  necessary  this  year  were  included  in  i  the  gun  had  been  sacrificed  to  the  re- 


the  Estimates. 

*SiR  CHAKLE3  DILKE  said  there  was 
no  provision  at  all  in  the  Estimates. 

*Mb.  PRETTMAN  said  he  could  not 
explain  the  non-inclusion  off-hand ;  it  was 
a  technical  point,  and  he  would  obtain 
exact    information     if    the   right    hon. 
Baronet  placed  a  Question  on  the  Paper. 
Under  the  new  arrangements  for  training, 
the  same  encouragements  were  given  to 
s^kill  in  the  use  of  torpedoes  as  in  the  use 
of  guns.     The  war  in  the  Far  East  had 
demonstrated  the  great  value  of  the  tor- 
pedo as  a  naval  weapon,  and  it  was  just 
as  important  that  an  award  should  be 
given  for  skill  in  its  use  as  for  skill  in  the 
use   of    guns.    He    was   not  personally 
aware  that  any  special  attention  had. been 
paid  to  the  question   of    high  angle  fire  i 
from  the  point  of  view  put  forward  by  the  | 
hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth.    It  | 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  such  high  | 
angle  fire  would  require  a  specialised  ship. 
He  pointed  out  that  high  angle  firing 
necessarily    implied    specialisation,    and 
it     was    undesirable,    in    principle,    to  | 
specialise  ships  for  one  particular  fight- 
ing purpose.    The  ships  must  be  utilised 
as  cruisers  or  battleships.    The  armoured 
cruisers     and     battleships    were    close 
together  now,   and  it  was  undesirable,  , 
as  a  principle,  to  specialise  ships  if  it , 
could  be  avoided.    He  would  take  care,  i 
however,  to  see  that  the  suggestion  of  | 
the  hon.  Member  received  every    con- , 
sideration.      No    subject    had    received  ■ 
more  attention  from  the  Admiralty  than  j 
the  reserve    of    ordnance.    The    House  i 
had  been  asked  to  sanction  a  large  ex- 
penditure   to    make  up  the  reserve  of  j 
ordnance     to    its    full    strength.      The 
definite    standard    for    9*2     guns    and 
above  was  one  gun  per  ship.    When  the 
ships    were  bu^t  the  reserve  gun  was 
constructed  in  all  its  parts  at  the  same  , 
time  as  the  guns  which  were  to  be  placed 
in  the  ship.    In  respect  of  the  7*5  guns, 
one    gun    in   reserve  was  provided  for  ! 
every  four  guns  shown  in  the  Estimates  I 
as  belonging  to   the  ships,  and  for  the  | 
6-inch   guns  one  for  every  five.     This 
standard  had  been  worked  out,  and  all 
the  guns  were  available  when  wanted. 
As  to '  the  calibre  of  the  guns,  it 


quirements  of  construction.    That,  again, 
was  a  question  o!  rival  factors  contend- 
ing for  weight.    The  important  point  as 
to  the  length  of  the  gun  was  the  weight 
which  that  gun  entailed  on  the  ship  to 
carry.     The  size  of  the  turret  or  case- 
,  mate  necessarily  varied  with  the  length 
of   the    gun    which    was  to  be   inside. 
I  There  must  be  room  to  contain  the  gun 
!  from    the    face  of    the  breech,   and  in 
addition  there  must  be  room  behind  the 
face    of    the  breech  to  work  the  gun. 
,  The  size  of  the  casemate  or  turret  was 
I  therefore    the    governing    f ictor.       The 
I  Admiralty  were  now  constructing  6-inch 
;  guns  which  were  all  to  be  50  calibre,  as 
well  as  50  calibre  7*6  guns.    They  were 
experimenting  with  the  50  calibre,  and 
the  experiments  had  been  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion  for  the  9 '2  guns. 
It  was  now  necessary  with  the  45  calibre 
12 -inch  gun  to  add  a  dead  weight  of 
no  less  than  seven  tons  to  the  breech 
of  the  gun  in  order  that  the  pivoting 
point    of   the    gun    might    be    further 
in    rear,    thus    saving   a  large   amount 
of      weight     in     the     mounting.        In 
the  past,  possibly,  W3  might  not    have 
advanced  to  the  same  extent  as  some 
other  countries    in   the   length   of    th3 
guns.      The  guns  in  use  now  were  45 
calibre,  but  they  used  to  be  40  calibre. 
In  all  these  matters  the  most  careful 
experiments    were   necessary.      It    was 
clear  that  with  the  50  calibre  gun,  giving 
an  increase  of  velocity  and  pressure,  new 
problems  and    di£Giculties   would   arise, 
and  it  would  not  be  safe  to  imperil  the 
existence  of  the  gun  by  embarkiag  on 
experiments  which  might  not  be  fully 
justified  before  it  was  adopted  in  the 
Navy.      The   question  of   sighting   had 
also  been  raised,  but  on  this  point  there 
was  a  great  deal    of   misapprehension. 
When  hon.  Members  spoke  of  sighting 
a  gun  it  appeared  to  be  thought  that  they 
were  speaking  in  the  same  way  as  of 
the  sighting    of  a  rifle.    It  was  not  a 
question    of    sighting    at    all;     it    was 
purely  and  solely  a  question  of  gearing. 
The    guns    in    ships  were    enclosed    in 
turrets,  and  in  order  that  two  guns  in  a 
turret  should  work  together  the  turret 
sight  from  which  they  were  fired  was 
automatic.    This  meant  that  the  sight- 
was  i  ing  was  worked  from  the  outside  of  the 
B2 
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turret^  and  it  automatically  regulated 
the  direction  of  the  gun  within.  In  order 
to  obtain  that  automatic  action  the  most 
complicated  and  difficult  gearing  was 
necessary.  The  hon.  Member  forDevon- 
Yoxt  had  suggested  that,  although  there 
were  other  systems,  only  one  system  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Admiralty.  I 

Mr.  KEARLEY  said  that  what  he 
stated  was  that  there  were  two  different 
sighting  arrangements,  the  old  and  the 
obsolete,  and  the  new  system,  and  both  of 
them  were  defective. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  was  the  j 
misapprehension  of  which  he  complained. 
There  was  a  different  system  of  sighting 
^.or    almost    every    gun    in    the    Navy. 
Every  gun  introduced  had  some  modi^- 
cation    which    necessitated    a    different 
system  of  gearing  which  had  to  be  worked 
out  and   applied  for  every  gun.     There  ^ 
were  no  two  systems  of  sighting  prevail-  | 
ing,  and  no  reform  was  needed  in  the  1 
tense  that  the  Navy  was  wrong  in  the 
system  of  sighting  which  it  had  adopted.  \ 
Different  guns  entailed  different  systems 
of  gearings  and  a  system  of  attachment 
had  to  be  carried  out  which  had  to  be 
invented  ad  hoc.     The  Admiralty   and 
the  contractors  deliberated  together  and  | 
considered  how  this   system  of  gearing  , 
could  be  perfected  to  the  best  advantage.  . 
But  absolute  perfection  was  unattainable.  • 
There  was  always  some  danger  of  pinions 
and  gearings  not  being  absolutely  locked ;  ' 
and  it  might  happen  that  there  would  be 
some  slight  play  which  would  cause  the  ; 
gun  in  being  fired  to  communicate  a  slight 
motion  to  the  pinions  and  gearing,  and 
thus  cause  what  was  known  as  **back 
lash."    But  the  Admiralty  were  always 
working  to  get  as  near  perfection  as  they 
could.   In  the  case  of  the  *'Centurion  "  and 
**  PJarfleur"  experiments  had  been  carried 
out,  and  here  was  a  case  in  point  where 
the  sighting  was  worked  from  the  turret. 
A  considerable  increase  of  accuracy  al- 
most approaching  to  the  absolute  had 
been  attained.     A  great  improvement  in 
attachment  was  now  being  added,  which 
would  not  entail  a  great  cost,  for  the 
*  *  Centurion."   When  complaint  was  made 
of    the  expense,   hon.   Members  should 
remember  that  the  main  factor  in  the 
increase    of    every    Vote    was'    due    to 
the      increase      in     new     construction. 

Mi\  Pretyman, 


If  they  built  more  ships  they  would  have 
to  provide  more  money  in  every  Vote, 
and  on  each  particular  Vote  they  had  to 
consider  how  far  it  was  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  those  requirements.  Taking  the 
discussion  on  this  particular  Vote  into 
review,  all  the  points  which  were  brought 
forward  were  points  involving  increased 
expenditure.  It  was  perfectly  evident 
that,  the  ships  having  been  built,  they 
must  be  fitted  with  the  most  modem  and 
efficient  armament  that  could  be 
supplied.  In  stating  this  he  was  only 
pointing  out  what  was  self-evident, 
and  both  the  Committee  and  the  Adrair- 
j  alty  would  fail  in  their  duty  if  they  did 
not  provide  the  ships  with  the  best  ar- 
maments obtainable.  That  expenditure 
must  be  faced  if  we  desired  to  have  the 
best  Navy.  As  long  as  this  House  desired 
to  have  a  Navy  of  the  standard  and  the 
number  which  were  now  demanded  and 
required  by  the  country  neither  the  Ad- 
I  miralty  nor  any  Committee  of  the  House 
j  could  reduce  Vote  9  which  they  were 
now  discussing. 

:  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  might 
congratulate  himself  on  having  elicited 
from  the  hon.  (Gentleman  the  very  im- 
portant   statement   he  had  just  made. 

I  When  he  drew  attention  to  the  important 
matter  of  the  gunning  of  the  ships  he  did 

'  not  know  that  the  Admiralty  had  been 

i  devoting  their  attention  to  it.  The 
changes  which  were  being  made  showed  a 

I  proper  frame  of  mind  on  the  part  of  the 
Admiralty,  but  he  was  inclined  to  think 
the  hon.  Gentleman  might  have  given  a 

\  little  more.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said 
7'5  guns,  but  he  himself  would  prefer 
9'2.  The  hon.  Gentleman  need  not 
tell  them  that  the  vessels  would  not 
carry  9*2  guns.  He  held  that  they 
could.  The  **  St.  George,"  which  was 
smaller  than  the  **  Argyll "  and  **  Devon- 
shire," had  two  9'2  guns,  and  ten  6-inch 

\  guns.  He  claimed,  therefore,  that  this 
fact  alone  showed  that  ships  of  the 
**  Argyll  "  and  **  Devonshire  "  class  were 

'  perfectly  capable  of  carrying  9*2  guns. 
There  were  also  examples  in  the  Japanese 
fleet  which  could  be  cited  in  support  of 
this  contention.  Now  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  entered  on  the  path  of 

'  reform,  in  what  he  thought  was  a  proper 
spirit,  with  regard  to  the  gunning  of  the 
ships,  he  earnestly  begged  him  to  consult 
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the  gunnery  anthorities,  and  to  replace 
the  four  big  guns  by  four  bigger  ones. 
The  arrangement  was  to  have  four  7 '5 
guns,  three  of  which  could  fire  from 
either  beam  and  one  ahead.  He  sug- 
gested that  these  should  be  9*2  instead  of 
7'5  guns.  The  hon.  Qentleman  should 
remember  that  guns  were  growing  in 
calibre  day  by  day,  and  in  this  case  he 
should  not  make  two  bites  of  a  cherry. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  the 
sighting  of  the  ''Centurion"  could  be 
made  right  at  Hong-Kong.  He  did  not 
believe  that.  The  House  had  already 
received  an  explanation  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  of  the  complicated  nature  of 
the  gearing  on  which  sighting  now 
depended.  He  did  not  know  whether, 
when  the  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  it 
was  automatic,  he  meant  that  the  man 
who  set  the  sight  also  pulled  the  trigger. 

♦Mb.  PRETYMAN  :  No,  they  may  fire 
automatically  or  not  as  they  like. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  his  point 
was  that  when  the  complicated  gearing 
got  loose  the  gun  did  not  automatically 
follow  the  sighting.  The  sighting  of  the 
**  Centurion  "  undoubtedly  was  not  satis- 
factory, and  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
made  satisfactory  at  Hong-Kong.  In 
order  that  so  complicated  a  piece  of 
gearing  might  be  properly  adjusted,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  bring  the  vessel 
back  to  England. 

*Mb.  PRETYMAN  said  the  Admiralty 
were  informed  by  the  authorities  that 
the  work  could  be  done  at  Hong-Kong. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  no  doubt  a  great  civil 
authority,  but  there  were  specialists  in 
gunnery  who  were  better  entitled  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  a  subject  like  this. 
He  was  not  at  liberty  to  give  the  name  of 
his  authority,  but  he  had  good  authority 
for  saying  that  it  was  hopeleas  to  expect 
that  the  work  could  be  done  at  Hong- 
Kong.  He  congratulated  the  Committee 
on  the  fact  having  been  elicited  that  the 
Admiralty  recognised  the  necessity  for 
providing  guns  of  larger  calibre.  He 
trusted  they  would  take  further  steps  in 
replacing  7*5  by  9'2  guns. 


Mr.  KEARLEY  reminded  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  that  such  experts 
as  Vickers,  Maxim,  and  Co.  and  Arm- 
strong had  been  given  free  hands,  and 
yet  had  failed  to  make  the  sighting  of  the 
**  Centurion  "  satisfactory. 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  he  had  ex- 
plained that  the  endeavour  had  been  to 
work  the  gear  for  the  two  guns  togethei:, 
but,  having  given  up  the  attempt,  by 
working  the  guns  independently  the  diffi- 
culties arising  from  complicated  cross 
gearing  would  be  eliminated. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  said  some  sacrifice 
was  made  by  not  laying  and  firing  the 
guns  automatically. 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  assented. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  asked  if  in  refitting 
ships  the  old  breech  action  had  been 
adopted,  as  in  the  case  of  the  **Eii- 
dymion." 

*  Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  facts  in  the  instance  mei- 
tioned.  He  could  not  off-hand  give 
details,  but  the  fitting  with  improved 
breech  net  ion  was  governed  in  each  case 
by  such  conditions  as  the  age  of  the  ship, 
her  future  destination,  whether  the  guns 
were  to  be  replaced  by  others,  and  many 
questions  of  detail.  In  giving  his  pre- 
vious answer  he  omitted  to  refer  to  the 
question  why  naval  as  well  as  military 
expenditure  had  not  been  incurred  for 
watching  events  in  the  Far  East.  It  was 
\  not  necessary  to  do  this,  for  we  had  a 
I  naval  force  in  the  China  seas,  and  naval 
officers  upon  whom  the  Admiralty  could 
rely.  Every  possible  step  was  being 
taken  to  obtain  the  fullest  information. 
It  was  evident  that  it  was  not  quite  the 
same  thing  for  an  officer  to  accompany 
an  army  in  the  field  and  for  an  officer 
to  be  on  board  a  ship  going  into  action. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,044,200, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  th? 
Expenses  of  the  Personnel  for  Shipbuild- 
ing, Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc.,  includ- 
ing the  cost  of  Establishments  of  Dock- 
yards and  Naval   Yards   at  Home  and 
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Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
3l8t  day  of  March,  1905." 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  thought 
it  was  desirable  that  at  this  point  there 
should  be  some  general  understanding  as 
to  the  further  progress  of  the  discussion 
of  these  Estimates.  An  unusually  large 
proportion  of  time  had  already  been 
spent  on  them,  which  was  perhaps  a  little 
unfair  for  those  who  did  not  take  an 
interest  in  naral  matters,  but  he  sup- 
posed the  real  fact  was  that  the  Admir- 
alty was  the  only  Department  that  was 
always  ready.  It  was  most  important 
that  the  shipbuilding  programme  of  the 
Government  should  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  out  of  the  control  of  the  House  at 
so  early  a  period  of  the  session.  That 
principle  had  been  recognised  for  a  great 
many  years,  the  basis  of  it  being  that 
they  should  delay  as  long  as  possible  the 
Unal  seal  to  the  Government's  proposals 
in  order  to  see  what  the  developments 
might  be.  This  year  the  principle  was 
more  important  than  usual.  By  the 
month  of  July,  if  the  Russo-Japanese 
war  lasted  so  long,  they  would  be  better 
able  to  say  whether  it  was  reasonable 
that  this  large  Vote  for  new  construction 
should  be  granted  by  Parliament  or  not. 
As  he  understood,  the  Government  had 
no  objection  to  that  delay,  but  he 
wanted  the  understanding  to  be  made 
publicly.  He  understood  that  the  third 
section  of  Vote  8,  which  was  the 
important  one,  would  not  be  taken  that 
day,  but  would  be  withheld  to  a  com- 
paratively late  period  of  the  session. 
It  was  essential  that  Vote  12,  which 
was  a  sort  of  key  Vote,  should  also  be 
postponed  to  the  latest  possible  period 
of  the  session;  and  to  that  he  also 
understood  the  Government  assented. 
He  did  not  wish  to  anticipate  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  shipbuilding  programme 
of  the  present  year,  but  he  wished  to 
point  out  the  significance  of  certain 
figures  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  the  House  in  answer  to  u  Question 
he  had  put  on  the  Paper. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  when 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  spoke 
of  a  general  discussion  on  the  third 
section  of  Vote  8,  did  he  mean  on 
the  principle  of  the  Vote,  and  not  on 
small  details,  like  dockyard  wages  ?    ^ 
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Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Per- 
fectly. He  quite  understood  that  all 
the  important  naval  questions  would 
be  raised  better  on  Section  3  than  on 
any  other  section.  He  had  asked  the 
hon.  Gentleman  what  had  been  the 
addition  by  way  of  new  construction, 
as  measured  by  tonnage,  to  the  British, 

1  French,  Russian,  and  German  Navies  in 
the  period  of  the  last  nine  years ;    and 

I  the  result  was  this :  that  while  the 
three  next  European  navies  to  our 
own  had  added  to  their  tonnage 
847,000  tons,  the  Navy  of  Great  Britain 
had  added  to  its  tonnage  933,000,  or 
100,000  tons  more  than  all  these  three 
nations  combined.  He  was  not  going 
to  draw  any  inference  from  that  now. 
He  did  not,  of  course,  contend  that 
tonnage  alone  was  a  conclusive  criterion ; 
but  neither  was  it  an  irrelevant  criterion. 

.  And,  in  the  end,  if  proper  qualifications 

I  were  made,  it  was  a  real  method  of 
comparison.     It   was,    therefore,    worth 

,  while  keeping  in  mind  when  considering 

^  the  two  or  the  three-Power  standard, 
that  we  had  exceeded  by  100,000    tons 

;  the  combined  tonnage  of  France.  Russia, 
and  Germany.  There  was  another  fact 
in  connection  with  that  which  was 
important,  not  from  the  naval  but  the 
economic  point  of  view.    The  hon.  Gentle - 

;  man  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
had  told  the  House  that  in  the  last 
nine  years  we,  had  spent  £70,000,000 
on  new  construction,  as  compared  with 
£82,000,000  spent  by  France,  Germany, 
and  Russia.     Now  for    £70,000,000  wc 

i'had  produced  100,000  more  tonnage  in 
new  construction  than  £82,000,000  spent 
by  the  three  great  Continental  Powers. 

1  In  other  words,  in  nine  years  we  had 
spent  in  adding  to  our  Navy  £70,000,000, 
what  was  equivalent  to  £90,000,000 
of  expenditure  by  the  three  next 
great  naval  Powers.  Now,  that  ad- 
vantage was  due — nobody  disputed  it — 
to  the  fact  that  we  were  a  free-trade 
country.  Every  £70,000,000  we  spent  was 
as  good  as  £90,000,000  spent  by  these 

I  foreign  countries.     That  was  an  element 

!  of  strength  well  worthy  of  being  taken 
into  account  when  comparing  our  position 
with  that  of  other  Powers. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  would        / 
like  to  say  a  word,  not  so  much  by  way  of      • 
dissent  as  by  way  of  caution,  as  to  what 
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liad  fallen  from  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  in  regard  to  naval  expenditure 
daring  the  past  nine  years.  These  nine  ! 
years  went  back  considerably  before  the 
date  at  which  the  very  rapid  augmenta- 
tion of  the  Qerman  shipbuilding  pro-  ' 
gramme  began.  He  fully  agreed  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  that  at  this 
moment  naval  questions  were  in  a 
transitory  state,  and  that  shipbuilding 
must  go  on  in  the  immediate  future  less 
rapidly  than  in  the  recent  past.  He  did 
not  tlunk,  howev  er,  that  it  was  too  much 
to  say  that  the  German  shipbuilding, 
which  began  considerably  after  the  nine- 
year  period  referred  to  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  had  been  (Urected  against 
this  country.  In  1897  the  Qerman 
Emperor  stated  publicly — 

**  I  will  never  rest  until  I  have  raised  my  navy 
to  a  position  similar  to  that  occupied  by  my 
army." 

and  in  1899  the  Emperor  said  that — 

**  It  was  his  desire  that  the  Qermans  shoold  be 
in  a  position  to  diotate  peaoe  on  water  as  well 
as  on  land." 

These  were  very  remarkable  statements 
on  the  part  of  so  great  a  ruler  and  one  so 
strong.  And  when  they  remembered 
that  only  this  week  there  had  appeared 
officially  in  Grermany  a  document  in 
which  it  was  stated  that — 

**  War  in  the  f ntore  most  be  waged  in  such  a 
way  as  to  destroy  not  only  the  naval  and 
miUtaiy  forces  of  the  enemy,  but  the  whole 
of  their  material  and  moral  resources." 

He  thought  they  were  very  far  away 
from  the  general  admission  of  those 
principles  of  peace  which  had  been 
enunciated  at  the  Hague  Conference. 
He  was  as  prepared  as  any  one  to  go  a 
longwayinthe  direction  of  Army  economy, 
but  as  long  as  such  declarations  as  these 
were  made,  it  was  impossible  that  any 
great  reductions  should  be  made  in  our 
naval  expenditure.  He  admitted,  with 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  that 
naval  matters  were  in  a  transitory  state 
and  that  France  was  going  less  rapidly 
in  her  shipbuilding  programme  than  a 
few  years  ago;  but  untU  it  was  known 
what  Russia  and  Germany  were  going  to 
do  in  the  future  in  that  direction  no 
decision  on  the  question  could  be  pro- 
nounced. 

*SiB  JOHN  COLOMB  said  he 
agreed  with    the    right    hon.     Baronet 


that  the  figures  quoted  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dundee 
should  be  received  with  caution.  They 
did  not  cover  the  whole  problem,  al- 
though, no  doubt,  they  were  an  im- 
portant element.  The  only  use  of  pro- 
ducing figures  like  these  seemed  to  him 
to  be  to  prove  that  we  were  spending 
too  much  on  the  Navy;  but  the  two- 
Power  standard  was  only  a  rule-of- 
thumb  standard  and  nothing  more. 
There  was,  for  instance,  no  basis  of 
comparison  between  our  sea  duties 
and  responsibilities  all  over  the  world 
and  those  of  France  or  Germaay. 
It  ought  to^be  remembered  that  war 
took  longer  to  prepare  for  and  was 
swifter  in  its  result.  It  also  should  be 
remembered  that  certain  Powers  which 
I  were  mentioned  usually  were  not  the  only 
Powers.  As  an  indication  of  how  careful 
the  Admiralty  ought  to  be,  he  would 
mention  that  the  United  States  had 
thirteen  battleships  under  construction. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Would 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  build 
against  those  ? 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB   said  that  this 

I  country  should  build  against  any  nation 

for  the  reason  that  it  was  a  sea  Empire. 

The  fact  he  had    stated    showed   how 

careful    they  ought    to    be  in   drawing 

I  general  conclusions. 

i 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he 
wished  to  ask  a  Question  with  refer- 
ence to  the  boilers.  It  was  whether 
the  House  would  be  put  in  posses- 
sion of    a    list  of    the  boiler  accidents 

I  and  boiler  repairs  which  had  occurred 

I  since  the  first  Report  of  the  Boiler  Com- 
mittee, distinguishing  between  the  various 
classes  of  boilers.  The  House  was  not 
aware  of  the  information  which  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  Admiralty  with  regard 
to  the  working  of  the  various  classes  of 
boilers.  Then  as  regarded  the  explosion 
on  board  the    "  Good    Hope "    it  was 

I  stated  at  the  time  that  it  was  due  to 
Belleville  boilers;  but  he  was  informed 
that  the  inquiry  showed  that  that  was 
not  the  case.  He  also  wished  to  ask 
whether  any  report  would  be  made  to  the 
House  with  reference  to  the  "  Spartiate  " 
and  "Europa"  class.     He  himself  had 

I  never  expressed  any  view  in  the  House  in 
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favour  of  any  particular  class  of  boiler,    he  urged  that  it  should  be  made  clearer 
but,    undoubtedly,  it  was  the  fact  that    by  the  addition  of  a  sentence  from  the 


boilers  which  were  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory in  this  country  were  being  put 
into  new  ships  abroad.  That  went  to 
support  the  contention  that  the  real  fault 
was  not  with  the  boilers,  but  with  the  train- 
ing of  the  stokers,  and  that  stokers  who  were 
competent  to  work  one  class  of  boiler 
were  not  competent  to  work  another. 

*Mk.  PRETYMAN  said  he  would  take 
care  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  i 
furnished  with  the  information  as  to  the  I 
accidents  for  which  he  ask^d.  Perhaps 
he  might  say  generally  that  he  entirely 
agreed  with  what  the  right  hon.Gentleman 
said  as  to  the  main  difficulty  of  water-tube 
boilers  being  due  to  want  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  stokers.  The  experi- 
ment was  undertaken  on  too  large  a  scale 
in  the  first  instance,  and  the  experience 
the  Admiralty  had  now  gained  went  to 
strengthen  that  impression,  because  at 
present  they  were  finding):  that  the  water- 
tube  boilers  were  giving  much  greater 
satisfaction  than  they  gave  in  the  first 
instance.  The  Committee  were  still  con- 
ducting experiments  and  reporting  at 
intervals,  but  they  had  not  yet  presented 
their  final  Report,  and  therefore  the 
Admiralty  were  not  yet  in  a  position  to 
come  to  a  final  conclusion;  but  all  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  with  refer- 
ence to  boilers  in  new  ships  were  taken 

on  the  advice  of  the  Committee.    Every  i  because,   if  men  were  wanted,  only  the 
possible  step  was  being  taken  to  perfect    men  out  of  work  would  accept  the  terms. 

~    "  The  great  grievance  of  the  joiners  was 

in  connection  with  inspection.  They 
maintained  that  the  inspection  was 
carried  out  by  men  who  were  not 
efficient  tradesmen.  This  was  especially 
the  case  in  connection  with  official  resi- 
dences throughout  the  country.  It 
might  be  urged  that  this  was  a   very 


contract  ot  the  London  County  Council, 
making  it  clear  that  what  was  intended 
was  not  what  might  be  called  a  current 
wage  or  a  living  nage,  but  the  standard 
wage  as  arranged  between  employer  and 
employed  in  each  particular  locality* 
He  would  not  deal  with  the  different 
classes  of  artificers  on  the  Navy,  regarding 
which  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Devonport  had  more  accurate  and  precise 
knowledge,  but  he  would  venture  to  deal 
with  the  joiners  who  had  brought  their 
grievance  specially  to  his  notice.  They 
complained  that  the  Government,  taking 
advantage  of  their  position,  used  ship* 
Wrights  to  do  jomers'  work.  Hon. 
Members  would  be  aware  that  a  joiner 
was  regarded  as  a  superior  tradesman 
as  compared  with  a  shipwright,  but 
it  was  difficult  to  say  where  the  exact 
line  of  demarcation  occurred.  It  might 
be  said  that  economy  was  effected  ia 
getting  the  smartest  and  the  nattiest 
shipwrights  to  do  joiners'  work,  but  that 
was  an  injustice  to  the  joiners.  The 
joiners  also  complained  that  they  were 
paid  some  eight  shillings  a  week  less- 
than  other  employers  paid,  but  of  that 
he  was  not  in  a  position  to  speak.  It 
might  be  that  it  paid  a  man  with  regular 
employment  in  one  place  to  accept  a. 
lower  rate  of  wages,  but  it  was  false 
economy  on  the  part  of  the  Government,. 


the  training  of  the  stokers.  Each  type 
of  boiler  had  been  set  up  in  hulks  at 
different  ports  in  order  that  the  stokers 
might  be  trained  in  the  use  of  the 
particular  boiler  with  which  the  ship 
to  which  they  were  appointed  was  fitted. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,   W.) 


said  he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  I  narrow  and  difficult  matter,  but  he 
treatment  of  labour  generally  by  the  !  ventured  to  propose  a  Committee  to  in- 
Admiralty.  When  the  Resolution  of  his  quire  into  the  question  of  inspection, 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Clitheroe  His  contention  was  that  no  man 
Division  was  discussed,  the  Government  i  ^^^  inspect  work  who  was  not 
gave  the  House  to  understand  that  they  brought  up  to  the  trade  or  occupation, 
were  prepared  to  do  what  was  asked —    That   was  a    very   great    grievance    of 


namely,  to  pay  the  standard  rate  of 
wages  in  the  locality.  Now,  the  oppor- 
tunity was  given  to  the  Government  to 
phow  that  they  were  prepared  to  carry 
out  what  must  be  regarded  as  a  pledge. 
When  the  Resolution  was  under  discussion 
Sir  Charles  Dilke. 


j  which  the  joiners  complained.  But  a 
I  matter  in  which  he  took  a  still  deeper 
interest  was  the  way  in  which  unskilled 
labour  was  dealt  with.  The  House  upon 
a  previous  occasion  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  Government  were  prepared 
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to  meet  them  in  the  Resolution  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Clitheroe, 
and  the  opportunity  had  now  arisen  when 
the  Grovemment  could  show  the  country 
at  large  whether,  when  they  accepted  that 
Resolation,  they  were  throwing  dust  in 
the  eyes  of  labour ;  whether  it  was  their 
intention  to  carry  out  the  Resolution  or 
whether  its  acceptance  on  their  part  was 
the  mere  expreseion  of  a  pious  opinion  to 
avoid  a  division  at  an  inconvenient 
moment.  When  that  Resolution  was 
before  the  House  he  pointed  out  that  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Victualling  Yard  the 
work  given  to  the  unskilled  labourer  was 
not  only  of  an  exhausting  character  but 
that  it  also  entailed  some  responsibility, 
yet  these  men  were  only  paid  21s.  a  week. 
These  men  were  working  side  by  side 
with  men  in  the  employ  of  contractors 
who  received  from  248.  to  30s.  a  week 
ttid  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  con- 
tractors were  compelled  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  the  current  rate  of  wages, 
with  the  result  that  their  men  were 
receiving  7|d.  an  hour  whereas  they 
themselves  only  received  5d.  and  a  frac- 
tion. It  was  grossly  unfair  that  the 
Government  should  take  advantage  of  the 
labour  market  in  this  way  and  pay  so 
miserable  a  wage  as  21s.  a  week.  From 
every  point  of  view  the  action  of  the 
Government  stood  condemned.  Over 
and  over  again  the  Government  had 
declined  to  deal  with  this  matter  lest  the 
whole  question  should  be  opened  up,  but 
now  there  was  an  opportunity  for  them  to 
declare  their  intention  to  ascertain  what 
was  the  standard  rate  of  wage  for  all 
classes  of  labour  in  the  various  towns 
where  the  Government  employed  labour. 
So  far  as  London  was  concerned,  the  case 
was  clear.  This  Victualling  Yard  was 
situated  in  Deptford,  where  no  lower  rate 
of  wages  than  248.  a  week  was  paid,  and 
unless  there  was  a  distinct  promise  that 
the  wages  paid  by  the  Government  should 
not  be  lower  than  that  he  should  move  a 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Does  that  question 
arise  on  this  Vote  ?  That  should  surely 
come  on  the  Victualling  Vote  and  not  on 
this. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  submitted  that  the 
question  of  labour  did  arise  on  Vote  8, 
and  therefore  the  Amendment  would  be 


in  order.     He  disclaimed  any  intention 
of  going  into  any  elaborate  discussion 
affecting  the  conditions  of  labour  in  the 
Government  service,  but  thought  that  in 
view  of  the  acceptance  of  the  Motion  of  the 
Member  for  Clitheroe  by  the  Government, 
the   Committee    were    entitled    to    ask 
what  interpretation  the  Government  put 
on  that    acceptance.      When   the   Fair 
Wages  Resolution  was  brought  forward 
twelve  years  ago,  the  interpretation  of 
the  Government  was  that  they  should  be 
model    employers,    not   in  advance  of 
everybody  else,   but  in  the  first  fli^t. 
That  interpretation  had  resulted  in  the 
payment  of  a  wage  of  2 Is.  a  week  for 
skilled   labour  whilst  the  scavengers  of 
London  streets  got  24s.  and  the  County 
Council   gave  SOs.   a  week.     That  was 
certainly  not  carrying  out  the  interpreta- 
tion of  model  employment.     The  wage 
for     unskilled     labour    throughout    the 
Admiralty  establishments  amounted  to 
the  mimificent  sum  of  203.  a  week,  and 
at  Devonport  the  rental  conditions  were 
higher  than  in  Ijondon  and  the   over- 
crowding was  greater.     He  was  convinced 
that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Government   to    look  into  this 
matter,  but  he  submitted  that  an  obliga- 
tion lay  upon  the  Government  as  a  great 
employer  of  labour  to  set  a  standard,  and 
if    they    depfAiated  wages  contractors 
followed  suit.     He  remembered  the  time 
when  the  wages  in  Devonport  were  only 
15s.  a  week,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  they  had  finally  got  them 
up  to  203.,  which  was  not  a  living  wage, 
when  the  labourers  had  to  pay  3s.  6d.  a 
week  for  house  accommodation.     What 
they    asked    for    was    a    living    wage. 
The  Admiralty  had  promised  to  inquire 
into  this  matter,  but  so  far  as  the  Com- 
mittee knew  no  such  inquiry  had  been 
made.    In  regard  to  the  classification  of 
labour,  the  Grovernment  followed  a  system 
which     private    employers    would    not 
tolerate  for  a  moment.      Men  who  in 
private  yards  did  work  similar  to  that 
of  the  so-called  **  unskilled  "  labourer  in 
Government   employ  were  members  of 
skilled  trades  and  received  30s.  a  week, 
but  by  this  classification  the  Government 
got  the  work  done  "on  the  cheap,"  and 
that  was  probably  the   object    of    the 
classification.    As  to  the  skilled  labour 
proper,  the  one  request  of  the  shipwrights 
and  others  was  that  their  wages  should 
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be  based  on  the  average  paid  in  private 
yards  where  Government  work  was  done, 
with  a  proper  deduction  for  the  so-called 

eivileges  of  Government  employees, 
lat  was  surely  a  reasonable  demand. 
The  Admiralty  claimed  to  be  a  model 
employer,  but  how  could  that  position 
be  maintained  when,  in  places  where  the 
rental  conditions  and  the  consequent 
overcrowding  were  as  bad  as,  or  even 
worse  than,  in  London,  the  Department 
paid  a  huge  army  of  unskilled  labour 
the  utterly  inadequate  wage  of  20s.  a 
week? 

Captain  NORTON  explained  that  if 
he  had  gone  somewhat  beyond  the  Chair- 
man's ruling  in  dealing  with  the  Dept- 
ford  VictuaUing  Yard  it  was  because  it 
happened  to  be  the  best  illustration 
available  in  connection  with  this  question. 
The  men  at  Deptford,  many  of  whom 
worked  for  less  tiian  the  current  wage, 
were  the  only  men  in  the  county  of 
London  who  did  work  for  the  Admiralty, 
and  in  iheir  case  there  had  been  a  gross 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  carry  out  the  undertaking  of  a  few  ! 
weeks  ago.  ' 

♦Mr.  KEGINALD  LUCAS  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  detain  the  Committee  at 
any  length,  as  he  and  othempresentatives 
o!  dockyard  constituencies  had  recently 
had  an  opportunity  of  stating  fully  their 
views  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty.  It  was 
much  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned 
that  such  private  conferences  should  be 
held,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  jeopardbe, 
by  any  action  in  Committee,  the  con- 
cession which  had  been  made  therein.  He 
would  only  ask  whether  any  decision  had 
been  arrived  at  with  regard  to  the  matters 
then  discussed,  or  whether  any  steps 
were  in  contemplation  by  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  J.  F.  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  asked  when  the  designs  for  the  new 
cruisers  in  the  present  year's  programme 
would  be  issued,  and  when  the  orders  for 
the^  balance  of  the  armament  required 
for  the  battleships  of  last  year's  pro- 
gramme would  be  placed. 

♦Mb.  PBETTMAN  said  that  as  the 
matter  referred  to  by  the  last  speaker 
did  not  really  rise  on  this  section  of  the 
Vote,  he  had  not  armed  himself  with  the 

Mr,  Kearley, 


information  asked  for.  The  probability 
was  that  the  designs  for  the  new  pro- 
gramme would  be  issued  about  the  end 
of  August,  but  if  the  hon.  Member  would 
place  on  the  Paper  Questions  dealing 
with  the  two  points  he  had  raised,  he 
would  obtain  the  required  information. 
The  dockyard  question  was  discussed 
shortly  before  the  recess,  and  he  was 
unable  to  add  much  to  the  statement 
then  made.  The  hon.  Member  for  New- 
ington  had  given  the  Admiralty  very 
little  credit  for  anything  that  had  been 
dore.  Only  last  year  the  wages  of 
joiners  were  raised  from  31s.  to  32s.  6d., 
hired  men  from  29s.  6d.  to  31s.,  while 
joiners  working  at  dangerous  machines 
were  paid  an  extra  2s.  9d.  per  week. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  had 
used  the  friendly  threat  that,  unless  the 
Admiralty  made  certain  concessions,  this 
question  would  be  constantly  raised  in 
the  House.  But,  whatever  wages  were 
paid  by  Government  Departments,  the 
'  representatives  of  constituencies  con- 
cerned would  still  ask  that  those  wages 
should  be  increased. 
I 

;     Mr.  KEARLEY:   Oh,  no!     That  is 
'  absurd. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN:  The  hon.  Member 
had  characterised  the  Board  of  Admir- 
alty as  **  sweaters."  That  was  an  un- 
necessarily offensive  term.  It  was 
eminently  desirable  that  the  Department 
should  be  able  to  transfer  labour  from 
one  yard  ti>  another,  and,  the  character 
of  Admiralty  work  being  practically 
uniform,  the  principle  adopted  was  that 
the  wages  for  particular  kinds  of  work 
should  be  uniform  throughout  Admiralty 
establishments,  with  the  exception  that  in 
the  case  of  the  London  establishments  an 
extia  Is.  should  be  given  in  consequence 
of  the  increased  cost  of  living.  There 
were  no  skilled  tradesmen  employed 
by  the  Admiralty  at  either  Deptford 
or  Woolwich,  so  tiiat  the  question  arose 
only  in  the  matter  of  unidcilled  labour. 
It  had  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  wages  were  so  finely  graduated,  from 
the  unskilled  labourer  at  20s.  a  week  up  to 
the  highest  paid  branches  of  work,  that  a 
rise  in  the  lowest  scale  must  carry  with  it 
an  increase  over  the  whole  area  of  wages. 
The  cost  of  giving  ordinary  Admiralty 
labourers  an  additional  shilling  a  week 
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would  be  about  £10,000  a  year,  but  to 
give  an  additicmal  shilling  a  week  to  all 
the  workmen  would  cost  £104,000  a  year, 
and  that  would  add  very  appreciably  to 
the  Estimates.  The  Admiralty  could  not 
approach  this  question  from  the  point  of 
view  of  rental  or  Parliamentary  pressure, 
but  only  from  the  point  of  view  that  they 
should  give  a  uniform  wage  rather  in 
advance  of  the  general  wage  paid  by 
private  employers  for  similar  work.  He 
did  not  think  the  Admiralty  would  be 
justified  in  paying  higher  wages  than 
private  employers  paid  for  similar  work, 
and  such  a  proposal,  he  felt  sure,  would 
not  receive  the  approval  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Devonport  said  the 
Admiralty  were  not  model  employers,  and 
were,  in  fact,  sweaters  paying  lower  wages 
than  other  pcrople,  and  be  argued  that  if 
the  Admiralty  paid  better  wages  private 
employers  would  follow  suit.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Admiralty  weire  paying 
higher  wages  than  those  paid  in  general 
employment  in  the  same  district  for  the 
same  class  of  labour.  He  agreed  that  at 
the  large  naval  ports  the  Admiralty 
monopolised  dockyard  work  and  the 
standard  there  applicable  to  private 
employment  was  not  therefore  of  any 
great  valae.  He  had  in  his  possession 
the  particulars  of  the  rates  of  wages  paid 
in  private  employment  in  all  the  great 
docJcyards  and  shipbuilding  centres. 
The  rate  paid  by  the  Admiralty  for  un- 
skilled labour  was  5d.  per  hour,  and  that 
was  higher  than  the  rate  paid  by  private 
employers.  It  was  true  that  in  London 
dockers  received  6d.  per  hour,  but  that 
was  for  casual  employment.  At  the 
Thames  Ironworks  the  contractors  paid 
€d.  per  hour,  and  at  Hull  the  wages  were 
slightly  above  the  Admiralty  rate,  but 
in  the  Mersey,  and  at  Barrow,  Belfast,  on 
the  Clyde  and  the  Forth,  Tyne,  Tees,  the 
Wear,  and  at  Portsmouth,  Chatham,  and 
Devonport  the  Admiralty  standard  was 
higher  than  that  of  private  employment 
for  unskilled  labour.  On  the  Tees  it  was 
■4"75d.  per  hour  in  private  employ- 
ment ;  on  thp  Wear  4 Jd.  to  6d. ;  Ports- 
mouth 4d.  to  5d. ;  on  the  Forth  3-7d. ; 
the  Clyde  3-75d.  to  4-5d. ;  Hull  5-43d.  to 
5*66d.;  the  Mersey  4 Jd.  to  5d.;  Barrow 
4d. ;]  and  Belfast  4|d.  and  4-88d.  Those 
were^the  actual  wages  paid  in  private  em- 
ployment in  those  districts.  It  was  im- 
poesible^for  the  Admiralty  to  fix  the  uni- 


form rate  at  a  point  higher  than  it  was  in 
one  particular  place  where  the  Admiralty 
employed  only  a  minimum  amount  of 
labour.  It  should  not  be  imagined  that 
he  did  not  sympathise  with  those  upon 
whose  behalf  hon.  Members  opposite  had 
spoken.  He  was  sure  they  all  sympathised 
with  the  difficulties  of  a  man  who  had  to 
work  for  21s.  a  week  and  live  in  a  crowded 
district  like  London  or  Devonport,  and 
they  would  all  like  to  see  that  wage  lu- 
cre ised.  He  did  not,  however,  think 
that  they  would  be  justified  in  spending 
the  taxpayers'  money  in  giving  more  than 
a  slight  increase  on  the  general  rate  of 
wages  paid  in  private  employment.  This 
question  could  only  be  considered  from 
the  point  of  view  of  what  was  just  and 
fair  to  the  taxpayers.  Both  last  year 
and  this  year  members  of  the  Admiralty 
Board  had  visited  the  various  naval 
establishments  and  received  deputations 
of  all  clasps  of  workmen,  and  indi- 
vidual workmen,  upon  any  points 
they  desired  to  lay  before  them.  The 
question  of  the  rate  of  wages  was  a 
matter  which  was  under  constant  con- 
sideration and  the  needs  and  position  of 
the  labourer  were  always  being  considered. 
It  was,  however,  a  large  question,  and  it 
would  be  easy,  convenient,  and  pleasant 
to  be  able  to  increase  the  wages  from  2  Is. 
to  24s.,  but  in  view  of  the  general  rate  of 
wages  paid  throughout  the  country  by 
private  employers  and  the  duty  the 
Admiralty  owed  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country  they  could  not  accede  to  this 
demand. 

Captain  NORTON  said  he  had  not 
made  any  demand  for  a  uniform  rate  of 
wages,  but  he  maintained  that  it  was  a 
gross  injustice  and  monstrously  unfair  to 
pay  a  man  at  Haulbowline  in  Ireland  the 
same  rate  as  in  a  crowded  district  like 
liOndon.  The  basis  of  the  whole  thing 
depended  upon  the  house  rent.  If  a  man 
could  get  a  cottage  and  a  piece  of  land  in 
one  district  for  2s.  or  3s.  a  week  he  would 
have  I7s.  a  veek  to  live  upon;  but  if  a 
man  had  to  pay  8s.  or  9s.  for  similar 
accommodation  in  another  district  he  had 
only  13s.  or  14s.  left  to  support  his  family. 
This  was  a  gross  injustice  to  the  men 
themselves  and  also  to  the  ratepayers, 
because  the  other  workmen  in  the  dis- 
trict had  in  the  end  to  support  the  widows 
and  children  of  such  men  who  did  not 
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receive  sufiicient  wages  to  make  proper 
provision  for  their  families.  He  begged 
to  move  that  this  Vote  be  reduced  by 
£100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  prc^osed, 
**  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £3,044,100, 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — 
(Captain  Norton.) 

Mb.  KEARLEY  said  the  hon.  Member 
had  read  out  a  list  of  the  wages  paid  for 
unskilled  labour  in  various  dockyards 
throughout  the  country  and  he  had 
claimed  that  the  Admiralty  paid  a  higher 
rate  for  unskilled  labour  in  their  dock- 
yards than  was  being  paid  by  the  great 
private  shipbuilding  yards  throughout 
the  country.  He  felt  positive  that  the 
figures  quoted  were  not  reliable,  and  if 
the  hon.  Member  would  supply  him  with 
the  list  of  the  wages  he  had  read  out  he 
would  investigate  them.     He  wished  to 


know  if  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
was  prepared  to  grant  the  request  which 
had  been  made  in  case  he  was  able  to 
show,  after  investigation,  that  the  rate 
now  being  paid  to  unskilled  labour  was 
not  an  equivalent  of  what  was  being  paid 
in  private  yards  1  All  he  asked  was  that 
the  men  should  be  treated  in  accordance 
with  the  pledge  already  given  by  the 
Government.  He  based  the  request 
which  had  been  made  upon  what  was 
paid  in  private  yards  where  Government 
work  was  done  and  the  Government 
I  were  not  paying  those  wages.  He  would 
I  have  those  figures  investigated  and  he 
should  be  very  disappointed  if  he  found 
them  correct. 

Question  put. 

'      The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,   90; 
Noes,  157.    (Division  List  No.  74.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.  E) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

BztMi^hurst,  Henry 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Ellis,  John  EdVard  (Notts.) 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Harcourt,  Lewis  V.(Ro88endale 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 


AYES. 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Hutchinson,  Dr  Charles  Fredk. 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  David  Brynmor(Swansea 

Jones,  William(  Carnarvonshire 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leese,Sir  Joseph  F  ( Accrington 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lucas,  Reginald  J.  (Por tsmou  th 

Lundon,  W. 

Lyell,  C3iarlee  Henry 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Moulton  John  Fletcher 

Murphy,  John 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,  W) 

O' Kelly, Jame8( Roscommon,  N 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 


Rigg,  Richard 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Runciman  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (develand 
Schwann,  Gharles  E. 
Shackleton,  David  Jantes 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spencer,Rt  Hn  C.R.(Northants 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadclifFe) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  £. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Waldron,  Lawrence  Ambrose 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wa8on,John  Cathcarti Orkney) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.  R. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wa8on,Fred.W.(Norkfolk  Mid. 
WUson,  Henry  J.  (York  WR. 

Tkllkrsfor  the  a  yes— (Jap- 
tain  Norton  and  M!^r. 
Kearley. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 

Captain  Norton, 


NOES. 

Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r. 
Balfour.Rt  Hn  Gerald  W  Leeds 
Banbury  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 


Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  EMmund 
Bowles,Lt..CoLH.F.(Middl68ex 
Bowles,  T  Gibson  ( Kingf  8  Lynn 
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CkmpbelURt  HiuT  A.  (OUsgow 
Canon,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
OavUey,  Henry  Strotber 
Oavei^h,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
OaTendish,  V  C  W.  (Derbyshire 
Chapman,  Edward 
Oiarrington,  Spencer 
CliTe,  Captain  Feroy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tbos.  H.  A.  £. 
CoghiD,  Donslas  Hariy 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loois 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  JohnCharlesReady 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.H.  A  thole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig. Charles  Carti8(Antrim  S. 
Croealey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dabymple,  Sir  Charles 
DaYenpDrt,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,Sir  HoratioD.(Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,Str  T  R  (Tower  Hamlets 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Elliot,  Hon.  A  Ralph  Doaglaa 
Faber,  BdmmidB.  (Hants. W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Ferga88on.Rt  Hn.Sir  J.(Mano'r 
FieMen,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitcGerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John*Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,   Ernest 
Gar6t,  WUliam 
Godson  Sir  Augustas  Frederick 
Gonlon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin  &  Nairn 
Gordon,  Maj.Evans(T'rH*mlet8 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goalding,  Edward  Alfired 
Gretton,  John 


Groves,  James  Grimble 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Hals^,Rt  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,Marq.of ( L'od'nderry 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath, Arthur  Howard(  Harney 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.  N.W. 
Henderson,Sir  A(Stafford,  W. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hogg  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.  (Sheffield.Brlghtside 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hosier  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Kemp,  Lieut-  Colonel  George 
Kenyon,Hon.Geo.  T.(  Denbigh. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.(Salop) 
Kerr,  John 
Kimber,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
LawrenoeSir  Jo8eph(  Monmouth 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
L%wson,John  Grant(YorksNR. 
Lee,Artaur  H(Hants.,Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Lezge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Charles  W.(£vesham 
Loyd,  Archie  Elirkham 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Montague,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morgan,David  J(  Walthamstow 
Murray,  Rt  Hn  A  Graham(  Bute 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,HerbertPike(  Darlington 
Peel,Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 
Piatt  Higgins,  Frederick 


Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryoe-Jones  Lt-CJol.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Su-  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasoh,  Sir  Frederick  Came 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.  W.(Stalybridge 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
SackviUe,  Ck)l.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,Sir  Harry  S.(Limehouse 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seeley,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  Able  H.  (Hertford  East 
Smith,H  aNorth*mb.Tyneside 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear  J<An  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.(W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,RtHon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
S  troy  an,  John 
Talbot,  Lord  (CJhichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  CJharles  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E.  • 

Wharton,  Rt  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilson,  A  Stanley  (York,  E.  R. 
Wil8on-Todd,Sir  W.H.(  Yorks. ) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley -Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wrijfhtson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tellers  for  the  Xoes— Sir 
Alexander  Acland  -  Hood 
aud    Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  he  wished  to 
■ask  a  Question  in  regard  to  the  pay 
of  the  police  on  duty  at  the  dock- 
yards, llie  amount  in  this  Vote  was 
£46,450,  hut  that  was  by  no  means  the 
total.  There  were  items  for  police  in 
other  Votes  which  brought  the  total  up 
to  at  least  £84,000  a  year.  That  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  very  extravagant  sum  to 
pay  for  tha  police  services  at  the  dock- 
yards. He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
there  was  room  for  some  economy  in  this 
matter.  He  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  look  into  this  and  see  whether  it  was 
not  possible  to  do  with  a  smaller  force. 

♦Mb.  PRBTYMAN  said  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber bad  raised  a  point  which  had  already 


been  anticipated.  The  present  dockyard 
police  force  was  a  branch  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police,  and  it  was  a  very  expen- 
sive and  efficient  force.  This  matter  had 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  the  present  arrangements  in  regard 
to  foreign  yards  was  not  considered  alto- 
gether satisfactory.  The  whole  matter 
was  now  under  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  Admiralty,  and  Sir  Charles 
Havard  had  visited  the  dockyards  at 
Gibraltar,  Malta  and  elsewhere.  They 
hoped  shortly  to  receive  his  Report  and 
to  be  able  to  deal  with  the  question. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  said  a  concession  was 
recently  made  to  the  Metropolitan  Police 
in  the  shape  of  rent-pay  v;here  the  rent 
conditions  were  above  the  average.    That 
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concession  had  given  great  satisfaction 
to  the  members  of  the  force.  The  amount 
was  Is.  6d.  per  week.  He  had  asked 
the  Home  Secretary  whether  he  would 
make  inquiry  as  to  the  rent  conditions 
in  Devonport,  and  if  they  were  found  to 
be  as  onerous  as  in  London  whether  a 
similar  concession  would  be  granted. 
Ck)uld  the  hon.  Grentleman  give  him  a 
satisfactory  answer  on  that  point  ? 

Captain  NORTON  said  that  in  London 
the  Home  Office  recognised  the  fact  that 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  rentals 
which  the  working  classes  were  obliged 
to  pay,  it  was  their  duty  to  give  an 
increase  of  pay  to  the  constables  in  the 
Metropolitan  area  in  the  shape  of  rent- 
aid.  That  was  2s.  6d.  in  the  four  central 
districts,  2s.  in  certain  other  districts, 
and  1?.  6d.  in  the  rest  of  the  area.  He 
was  anxious  to  see  equal  justice  dealt 
out  to  the  members  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Force  who  were  on  duty  in  the 
various  dockyard  towns. 

The    secretary  of  STATE   for 
THE    HOME  DEPARTMENT   (Mr. 
Akers  Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) 
said  he  was  quite  aware  that  a  promise  | 
had  been  made  in  regard  to  this  matter,  | 
and  that    promise    had    not   been  for-  \ 
gotten.     By  his   instructions  the  Com- ' 
missioner  of  Police  was  making  a  special 
inquiry  into  the  conditions  at  Devon- 
port  and  other  dockyards;    and  when 
the  report  was  presented  he  should  give 
it  his  most  careful  consideration.      He 
quite  agreed  that,  if  the  conditions  were  i 
the  same,  similar  treatment   should   be 
accorded  to  all  the  members  of  the  force, : 
whether  they  were  employed  at  Devon- 1 
port  or  any  other  place.  i 

i 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,062,800, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expense  of  the  3/a^A^ritf/ for  Shipbuilding, 
Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc.,  including  the 
cost  of  Establishments  of  Dockyards  and 
Naval  Yards  at  Home  and  Abroad,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1905." 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  they  were 
spending    large   sums    of    money,   and 

Mr,  Kearley. 
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rapidly  increasing  sums,  on  the  construc- 
tion of  submarine  boats,  and  very  little 
information  had  been  given  to  the 
House — infinitely  less  information  than 
in  regard  to  any  other  class  of  ship- 
building. He  should  be  the  last  person 
to  desire  to  check  this  expenditure,  or  to 
ask  for  information  which  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  secre.t.  But  he  had  very  great 
doubt  whether  it  was  necessary  to  keep 
the  designs  of  submarines  secret  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  had  been  kept  secret 
up  to  the  present  time.  Information  on  the 
subject  was  freely  given  at  the  dockyards 
to  Members  of  the  House,  and  to  foreign 
naval  attaches,  and  designs  and  photo- 
graphs were  freely  published  in  the 
engineering  newspapers.  There  was  a 
considerable  body  of  information  as  to 
the  lines  on  which  improvements  in  sub- 
marines were  proceeding ;  but  there  was 
an  official  secrecy,  so  far  as  the  House 
was  concerned,  which  was  unnecessary. 
He  appealed  to  the  Admiralty  to  ^ive  the 
House  such  information  as  they  could 
reasonably  be  expected  to  afford.  A 
special  reason  for  that  appeal  was  sup- 
pliied  by  the  imfortunate  accident  of 
which  they  were  all  aware.  A  most 
absurd  description  of  what  happened  had 
appeared  in  the  newspapers.  Anyone 
who  knew  anything  about  'submarine 
construction  was  aware  that  that  story 
must  be  untrue.  It  was  quite  clear  that 
the  men  were  drowned  at  once.  The  fact 
that  these  stories  could  get  about  and 
obtain  credence,  showed  that  there  was 
some  necessity  for  reassuring  the  country 
and  the  House  by  giving  all  the  informa- 
tion as  to  the  construction  of  submarines 
that  could  reasonably  be  given. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that 
although  he  entirely  approved  of  the 
Admiralty  making  experiments  with  sub- 
marines, he  did  not  think  they  should  go 
on  with  a  very  largely  increased  expen- 
diture on  submarine  construction.  The 
sphere  of  action  of  these  boats  was  limited. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  courage  and 
resource  of  the  men  employed  in  the 
submarines.  Some  of  them  were  the  best 
men  in  the  Navy.  A  very  large  amount 
of  experience  had  already  been  gained  by 
the  Admiralty  which  should  enable  them 
to  come  to  something  like  a  settled  policy 
in  regard  to  submarines.  His  own 
impression  was  that  the  use  of  submarines 
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for  a  great  naval  country  like  this  was 
altogether    doubtful;     their    sphere    of 
action  was  so  restricted,  and  the  difficulty 
of  cheir  management  was  so  great.     There 
was  an  enormous  danger  connected  with 
submarines  when  they  were  manoeuvr- 
ing    in    a  fairway,    as    was    the    case 
in    the  deplorable    accident    which  had 
recently  taken  place.     He  was  sure  the 
Admiralty  would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  protect  the  men  in  these  boats  from 
vessels  using  the  fairway  without  being  ' 
aware  that  there  were  submarines  in  the 
vicinity.    He  was  utiable  to  see  that  sub-  \ 
marines  would  be  of  any  great  value  to  a  | 
great  naval  country,  and  he  thought  the  ' 
defence  of  our  ports  should  be  secured  by  ' 
over- water  boats.    He  hoped  the  Admir- 
alty  would  give  the  House  some  assur- 
ance   that   they    had    information    not 
possessed  by  the  House  which  justified  , 
their  belief  that  they  were  right  in  con- 
tinuing the  construction  of  submarines. 

The  Earl  op  DALKEITH  (Roxburgh) 
said  he  thought  that  the  large  item  for  coal 
should  appear  under  some  other  heading 
than  that  of  shipbuilding. 

*Mr.  PRETYMANsaid  that  the  point 
raised  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  as  to 
submarines  was  a  very  important  one. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  would  allow 
him  to  defer  giving  any  detailed  informa- 
tion until  Section  3  of  this  Vote  came 
under  discussion.  With  regard  to  the  un- 
fortunate rumour  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  referred,  these  boats  or  sub- 
marines immersed  themselves  not  dynam- 
ically, not  by  their  own  weight,  and  could 
only  be  submerged  by  their  own  motion. 
Supposing  any  accident  which  only 
stopped  the  engines  and  did  not  admit 
large  quantities  of  water  immediately, 
the  submarine  would  automatically  rise 
to  the  surface.  If  she  sank,  and  water 
rushed  in  rapidly,  there  would  be  no 
possibility  of  life  on  board.  The  original 
type  of  submarine  cost  about  £35,000. 
The  type  which  was  now  being  constructed 
cost  from  £40,000  to  £42,000,  all  told. 
There  were  some  modifications  now  being 
made  in  the  engines  which  might  slightly 
increase  the  cost,  but  he  thought  they 
might  assume  that,  roughly  speiJcing,  the 
cost  of  a  submarine  was  about  £40,000. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  of  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn, 
he  would  say  that  the  experience  which 


62 

had  been  gained  by  those  officers  who 
had  devoted  themselves  to  this  submarine 
work,  and  had  shown  such  skill  and 
gallantry,  very  much  encouraged  them  to 
believe  in  the  weapon  they  were  using. 
At  the  same  time  those  who  had  been 
opposing  submarines  were  equally 
encouraged  to  believe  that  their  opposi- 
tion would  be  successful.  It  was  not  yet 
possible  really  to  form  a  true  opinion  as 
to  what  the  value  of  the  submarine  would 
eventually  prove  to  be  in  war.  The 
question  was  still  experimental,  and  he 
thought  the  Admiralty  might,  to  some 
extent,  congratulate  themselves  that  they 
were  criticised  from  both  points  of  view 
— ^rst,  that  they  were  not  building  a 
sufficient  number  of  submarines;  and, 
secondly,  that  they  were  building  too 
many.  The  Admiralty  were  building 
only  half  the  number  that  France  was 
building  at  the  present  moment,  so  that 
they  were  certainly  not  taking  the  lead. 
That  was  really  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
position  of  the  submarine  in  war  was  not 
yet  absolutely  defined.  But  it  watf  a 
weapon  so  far  developed  that  it  could  not 
be  left  out  of  account.  It  would  certainly 
be  used,  and  he  did  not  think,  in  view  of 
the  commitments  and  naval  necessities  of 
the  country,  the  Admiralty  would  be  safe 
in  making  a  smaller  provision  than  they 
were  now  asking  the  Committee  to  sancti  on . 
That  was  the  position  of  the  Admiralty. 
As  to  the  coaling  boats  which  were  re- 
ferred to  by  his  noble  friend  his  informa- 
tion was  that  the  coal  was  used  for  dock- 
yard purposes  as  well  as  for  the  Fleet.  Of 
course,  the  item  could  be  put  under  a 
separate  Vote  but  that  would  involve  a 
very  considerable  increase  in  the  account- 
ing work  at  the  Admiralty.  It  was 
really  a  matter  for  the  Committee  to 
decide  whether  the  charge  should  be  a 
separate  Vote  or  remain  under  a  separate 
sub-head  as  it  was  at  present.  A 
separate  Vote  would,  however,  involve  an 
increased  cost  without  any  equivalent 
advantage. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  htj 
quite  concurred  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
regarding  the  propriety  of  postponing  the 
discussion  of  the  submarine  question. 
With  reference  to  the  terrible  accident 
to  Submarine  Al  he  had  deliberately 
refrained  from  discussing  it  at  that  stage 
because  he  understood  the  matter  would 
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be  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  the  proper 
authorities. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  :  Hear,  hear ! 


Question  put. 


The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  210 ; 
Noes,  39.     (Division  List  No.  75.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  T3mte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,RtHn  Gerald  W.(  Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  GJeorge 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.Hn.Sir  MichaelHicks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Rigwood,  James 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bouhiois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowle3,Lt..CoL  H.F(Middlesex 
Bowle8,T.  Gib8on(  King's  Lynn 
Bull,  William  James 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Oimpbell,Rt.Hn.J.A.(Glasgow 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (X.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.( Derbyshire 
Cawiey,  Frederick 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charring  ton,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CoghiU,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohn  Charies  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cox.  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,Charle8  Curti8(  Antrim,  S. 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charges 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,SirHoratioD.(Chatham 
Denny  Colonel 

Dewar,SirT.R.(Tower  Hamlets 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dilke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFredDixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douslai<,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxtord,Sir  William  Theoiore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Elibank,  Master  of 
ElUot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Eaimott,  Alfred 
Faber,  Edmund  B.(  Hants,  W. 
Fenwick,  Charles 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertscm, 


AYES. 

Fergusson,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(MancV 
j  Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
J  Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
';  Fihlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Hayep 
I  FitzGerald,SirRobert  Penrose- 
Forster,  Henry  WiUiam 
'  Fyler,  John  Arthur 
.  Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
I  Godson,Sir#ugustus  Frederick 
I  Gordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin«S:Nairn) 
.  Gore,Hon.  S.F.  Ormsby-(Linc.) 
Gtorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
I  Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
t  Groves,  James  Grimble 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,Marq.of(L'nd*nderry 
Harcourt,  Louis  V.(Ro8sendalo 
I  Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harwood,  George 
I  Haslam.  Sir  Alfred  S. 

Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
I  Heath, Arthur  Howard  (Hanley 
;  Heath,  James  (Staffords.  N.  W. 
I  Henderson,  Arthur  (Duiham) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
j  Hope, J.  F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
,  Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
I  Horniman,  Frederick  John 
!  Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutchinson,Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
j  Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
I  Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
I  Kearley.  Hudson  E. 
I  Kemp,  Lieut. -(Colonel  George 
j  Kenyon,Hon.Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
I  Kenyon-Slaney.  Col.  W.(Salop. 
;  Kerr,  John 
I  Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
I  Laurie,  Lieut -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow 
Lawrence,Sir  Jo8eph(Monm'th 
Lawrence,  Wra.  F.  (Liverpool) 
La  wson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks,  N.  R 
Lee,  ArthurH.  ( Hants. , Fa  reha  m 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  F(Accrington 
,  Le/ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leng.  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Dewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  (herald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,Rt,Hn.Walter  (BristoI,S) 


Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 

Lucas,  CoLFranois  (Lowestoft) 

Lucas,ReginaldJ.(Port8mouth  ) 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 

Macdona,  John  Gumming 

Maconochie,  A.  W. 

M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 

Majendie,  James  A.  H. 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 

Morgan,David  J(Waltham8tow 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

Murray,Rt.HnAGraham(Bute 
'  Murray,  (Carles  J.  (Coventry) 
I  Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
'  Pease, Herbert  Pike(  Darlington 
,  Peel,Hn. Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
!  Percy,  Eari 

I  Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
I  Plummer,  Walter  R. 
j  Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
I  Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
I  Pym,  C.  Guy 

Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
I  Randies,  John  S. 
'  Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  C!ame 

Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
I  Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
,  Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
I  Ridley,Hon.M.  W.(SUaiy bridge 
I  Rigg,  Richard 
!  Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L» 
I  Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
I  Runciman,  Walter 
j  Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
I  Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
I  Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 

Samuel,SirHiirry  S.(Limehou8e 
I  Samuel,Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 
I  Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
I  Sharpe,  WDliam  Edward  T. 
I  Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,  E.) 
I  Smith,H.C(No*th'mb  Tyneside 
,  Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
'  Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
I  Spear,  John  Ward 

Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 

Stanley,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
I  Stroyan,  John 
,  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Cliiche.^ter) 

Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe 

Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
'  Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
I  Tuff,  Charles 
I  Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Vinoent^Col.SirC.E.H(SheflBeld 
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Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warde,  Golonel  (X  £. 
Wason,  John  Gathoart  (Orkney 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
White,  Luke  (York,  £.  R.) 
Whitaley,  George  (York,  W.R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.  E. 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Bariow,  John  Emmott 

Bi^nd,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhorst,  Henry 

Burke,  E.  Hayiland- 

Bums,  John 

Oampbell,  John,  (Armagh  S.) 

Crean,  Eugene 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Ellis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 

Ffrenolu  Peter 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
WUson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woroestersh-N.) 
Wil8on.Todd,Sir  W.  H.  (Yorks. 
Wodehou8e,Rt.  Hn.  E.R.(Bath 
WolfiF,  Gustev  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 

NOES. 

Harrington.  Timothy 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Jones,DayidBrynmor(Swansea 

Joyce,  Michael 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lundon,  W.  | 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah  i 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

Mooney,  John,  J. 

Murphy,  John 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W. 


Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tbllirs  fob  the  Aybs — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


0'Kelly,James(Rosoommon.N. 

O'Malley,  WilUam 

O'Mara,  James 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Waldron,  Lawrence  Ambrose 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 

Tbllbbs  fob  thb  Noss— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


4.  £2,428,000,  Victualling  and  Clothing 
for  the  Navy. 

Mr.  EEARLEY  pointed  out  that  when 
this  Vote  was  last  under  discussion  he 
had  called  attention  to  the  policy  of  the 
Goveinment  in  manufacturing  their  own 
stores.  The  then  representative  of  the 
Admiralty  received  his  representations  in 
a  very  friendly  spirit,  and  promised  a 
full  investigation  of  the  matter.  He 
would  now  be  glad  to  know  the  decision 
at  which  they  had  arrived  as  to  the 
continuance  of  the  manufacture  of  flour, 
oatmeal,  etc.  On  the  last  occasion  he 
had  proved  that  both  the  flour  and  oat- 
meal were  bad  and  the  men  would  not 
take  them  up,  and  had  shown  that  a  better 
article  could  be  produced  by  our  leading 
millers  at  a  cheaper  rate.  He  under- 
stood it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  cease  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles,  but  he  would  be  glad  to  know 
what  they  proposed  to  do  in  the  future 
with  regard  to  the  manufacture  of 
biscuits.  The  cost  to  the  Admiralty 
of  manufacturing  biscuits  was  16s.  for 
100  lbs.  and  the  same  article  could  be 
manufactured  by  outside  manufacturers 
at  40  per  cent,  less,  and  such  a  thing 
sorely  required  reconsideration.  He 
again  desired  to  draw  attention  to  the 
question  of  the  canteen  system  on  board 
ship.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
savmg  to  the  men  out  of  the  Victualling 
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Vote,  by  reason  of  their  not  taking  up 
their  fuU  rations,  but  taking  money  in 
lieu  thereof,  was  £548,000.  A  very  large 
proportion  of  that  money,  if  not  the  whole, 
was  spent  in  the  canteen.  The  canteens 
on  board  ship  were  not  worked  or  carried 
on  by  the  Government  but  by  some 
irresponsible  individual  who  was  allowed 
to  find  a  location  on  board,  or  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  lower  deck  which  had  its 
own  idea  of  prices.  His  complaint 
against  the  canteen  was  that  it  was 
corrupt;  the  whole  of  its  conduct  was 
dependent  on  "  squaring,"  and  the  result 
of  the  payment  of  so  many  commissions 
was  that  most  exorbitant  prices  had  to 
be  charged  to  the  men  using  the  canteen 
for  inferior  articles.  Such  a  scandal,  he 
contended,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  go 
on.  Common  sense  ought  to  override 
naval  prejudice,  and  the  Government 
itself  ought  to  be  responsible  for  these 
canteens.  The  Admiralty  should  take 
over  the  whole  business  and  be  their  own 
buyers  and  sellers,  and  in  return  they 
would  be  able  to  give  to  the  seamen  whole- 
some articles  at  the  lowest  prices. 
As  to  the  question  of  naval  victualling 
generally,  the  Admiralty  appeared  to 
have  on  the  brain  •the  victualling  of  the 
Fleet  in  time  of  war.  Their  idea  was 
that  if  war  broke  out  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  obtain  any  provisions  what- 
ever from  shore,  and  on  that  assumption 
they  proceeded  to  lay  down  in  the 
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victualling  yards  reeerves  of  provisions 
sufficient  to  feel  every  man  of  the  Fleet, 
every  man  in  the  Reserves,  the  whole 
of  the  Coastguards,  the  whole  of  the 
Naval  Reserves,  and  the  whole  of  the 
Victualling  Establishment,  with  the  result 
that  provisions  accumulated  imtil  they 
became  positively  ancient.  According 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  two 
years  ago,  the  Admiralty  had  in  stock 
beef  thirty  years  old. 

*Mb.  PRETTMAN  reminded  the  hon. 
Member  that  that  referred  to  the  condition 
of  a£Eairs  two  or  three  years  ago, 

Mr.  EEARLEY  was  glad  to  under- 
stand from  the  interruption  that  that 
state  of  things  had  bcjpn  altered.  Such 
a  system  was  wasteful  in  the  extreme; 
it  entailed  bad  food,  and  it  was  altogether 
out  of  date.  If  the  Navy  was  able  to 
maintain  its  command  of  the  sea — and 
that  was  the  sole  object  of  all  this  ex- 
penditure— none  of  the  contingencies 
against  which  this  reserve  of  food  was 
directed  would  arise.  Undoubtedly  some 
reserve  ought  to  be  kept,  but  to  lay  in 
supplies  for  ten  times  the  number  of 
men  who  had  to  consume  them  was 
an  ancient  custom  which  ought  to  be 
abolished. 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  this 
question,  which  had  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  on  several  previous  occa- 
sions, had  been  carefully  considered  by 
the  Admiralty.  The  description  of  two 
years  ago  could  not  be  applied  to  the 
state  of  affairs  to-day.  It  had  been 
decided  to  cease  the  manufacture  of 
oatmeal,  salt,  suet,  and  flour,  but  not  of 
biscuits.  The  hon.  Member  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  the  cost  of 
manufacturing  biscuits  in  the  yards  was 
greater  than  the  cost  at  which  they 
could  be  obtained  from  private  manu- 
facturers. The  actual  cost  in  the  victual- 
ling yards,  including  direct  and  indirect 
charges,  but  excluding  any  charge  for 
buildings,  was  lis.  8d. 

Me.  EEARLET  said  the  cost  was 
168.  Id.  according  to  the  Admiralty's 
own  victualling  accounts. 

*Mr.  PRETYMAN  said  that  according 
to  the  figures  worked  out,  the  cost  was 
Mr.  KearUy, 


E 


lis.  8d.  at  against  13s.  lOd.,  the  price 
for  which  a  similar  article  could  be 
obtained  from  private  traders.  These 
biscuits  were  not  a  trade  article  in 
general  use,  but  they  would  be  very 
necessary  in  time  of  war,  and  the  intro- 
duction and  possible  development  of 
bread-making  plant  in  the  new  ships 
would  not  enable  them  to  be  dispensed 
with.  The  taunt  that  the  Admiralty 
had  the  victualling  of  the  Fleet  in  time 
of  war  on  the  brain  was  really  the 
greatest  compliment  that  could  be  paid 
to  the  Board,  because  the  whole  purpose 
of  the  Department  and  of  the  Fleet  was 
^reparation  for  war,  and  if  the  Admiralty 
id  their  plans  without  reference  to 
what  would  happen  when  the  word 
"  mobilise "  flashed  over  the  wires,  they 
would  be  failing  in  their  primary  duty. 
Subject  to  that  governing  factor  the  criti- 
cisms of  the  hon.  Member  were  deserving 
of,  and  had  received,  the  careful  attention 
of  the  Department,  with  the  result  that  the 
manufacture  of  the  three  articles  he  had 
mentioned  had  been  discontinued,  and 
arrangements  had  been  made  by  which 
private  manufacturers  undertook  to  keep 
in  the  trade  a  certain  quantity  of  various 
provisions  so  that  the  Admiralty,  while 
reducing  their  own  stock,  were  still  able 
to  have  at  their  disposal  a  quantity  of 
meat  which  would  be  available  in  the 
event  of  the  outbreak  of  war.  Under  the 
revised  scale  the  preserved  meat  stocks 
would  be  turned  over  on  an  average  in 
from  two  and  a  half  to  three  years,  and 
efforts  were  being  made  to  reduce  the 
period  still  further.  The  same  remark 
applied  to  other  kinds  of  stores.  In  regard 
to  canteens,  perhaps  the  men  would 
derive  some  advantage  in  regard  to  the 
cost  if  the  Admiralty  supplied  them  with 
the  various  articles  they  required,  but  the 
men  claimed  the  right  to  spend  their  own 
money  exactly  as  they  liked,  and  for  the 
Admiralty  to  provide  a  general  store 
under  these  circumstances  would  be  going 
beyond  what  any  Government  ought  to 
undertake.  Although  no  doubt  the 
criticism  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  as 
to  the  high  prices  charged  and  the  mis- 
management of  certain  canteens  was 
justified,  still  he  thought  he  had  drawn 
from  them  a  very  much  too  wide  deduc- 
tion. There  were  many  canteens  which 
were  admirably  managed, and  bethought 
the    Committee    would    agree  with  him 
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when  be  said  that  the  general  spirit  of 
Englishmen  was  that  they  preferred  to 
mismanage  their  own  affairs  rather  than 
have  them  well  managed  for  them  by 
^ther  people.  The  men  Weed  to  spend  their 
own  money  in  their  own  way.  What  the 
Admiralty  could  do  was,  as  far  as  possible, 
iio  supervise  the  management  of  those 
•canteens  under  a  commissioned  officer  of 
i;he  ship,  and  regulations  had  been  issued 
drawing  attention  to  this  point,  and 
directing  that  the  canteen  should  be  most 
thoroughly  supervised  and  regulated  in 
this  way.  While  allowing  the  men  to 
spend  their  own  money  as  they  liked,  he 
thought  this  provision  would  minimise 
the  evils  which  had  been  complained  of. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  drew  attention  to  the 
continued  increase  in  the  Vote  itself. 
The  Vote  showed  an  increase  of  £135,000, 
and  this  came  on  the  top  of  an  increase  of 
£260,000  last  year,  so  that  in  two  years 
this  Vote  had  increased  by  £400,000,  or 
more  than  20  per  cent.  There  were 
several  extraordinary  increases,  about 
which  he  should  like  some  explanation. 
The  cost  of  rations  to  Royal  Marines  on 
shore  had  increased  150  per  cent.,  and 
there  was  an  increase  of  100  per  cent,  on 
item  K.  Item  M  had  also  increased  by 
£52,900.  He  understood  that  the 
increase  in  item  O  was  due  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  improved  feeding  of  the 
sailors  which  was  sanctioned  last  year. 
He  was  sure  they  would  all  be  in  favour 
of  that,  and  he  did  not  desire  to  criticise 
it,  but  he  should  like  to  know  whether 
this  year's  Estimate  included  the  whole 
cost  of  the  new  arrangement  in  regard  to 
the  feeding  of  sailors.  There  was  another 
important  question  in  regard  to  payments 
for  provisions  not  taken  up,  and  he  could 
not  understand  the  continual  increase  in 
that  item.  There  was  a  sum  of 
£1,315,000  for  provisions,  and  the  next 
item  was  a  sum  of  over  £500,000  for  pro- 
visions not  taken  up.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  there  was  somethiag  in  this 
system  which  left  an  opening  for  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  expenditure.  Why 
there  should  be  such  a  large  increase  in 
the  amoimt  for  seamen's  clothing,  soap, 
and  tobacco  he  could  not  understand, 
because  the  cost  of  those  articles  had  not 
gone  up.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  be  able  to  give  them  some  assur- 
ance that  they  were  not  to  look  forward 


annually  to  such  large  increases,  and 
that  he  might  see  his  way  next  year  to 
present  them  with  that  unusual  thing, 
namely,  a  decrease  in  the  Estimates. 

*Mb.  PRETYMAN  said  the  first 
cause  in  the  general  increase  in 
the  Estimates  was  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  men  by  3,000. 
There  was  in  every  case  a  particular 
reason  for  the  special  increase.  The  in- 
crease in  the  provisions  for  Marines  was 
due  to  the  decision  that  Marines  on  shore 
were  to  receive  a  free  ration  which  they 
had  not  hitherto  had.  As  to  savings  the 
men  could  take  money  instead  of  the 
rations,  but  he  wished  to  point  out  that 
the  money  taken  up  as  savings  was  an 
exact  equivalent  of  the  cost  of  the  rations, 
and  it  did  not  affect  the  total,  and  there 
was  no  direct  extra  cost  at  all  due  to 
that  system.  Heagreed that  this  system 
made  it  difficult  to  judge  the  stock  they 
would  require,  but  the  system  had 
existed  for  100  years  and  it  was  one  to 
which  the  men  attached  enormous  value. 
Consequently  the  Admiralty  did  not  see 
any  reason  why  they  should  make  a  change. 
With  regard  to  the  increase  in  the  cost 
of  clothes  this  was  due  to  the  increase 
made  in  the  Reserve. 

BIr.  WHITLEY  asked  if  it  was  open 
to  a  sailor  to  say  that  he  would  not  take 
any  dimier,  but  take  the  money  instead. 
What  we  required  in  our  sailors  was 
health  and  strength.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  Grentleman  that  the  present 
system  was  one  which  was  desirable  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  taxpayer,  what- 
ever it  might  be  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  sailor.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it 
wouldin  many  ways  lead  to  extravagance. 
There  was,  in  this  matter,  an  opening 
for  a  considerable  amount  of  reform 
in  the  interest  not  only  of  the  sailors  but 
also  of  those  who  had  to  find  the  money. 
He  asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider 
whether  it  was  not  possible  to  make  a 
change  in  the  system  which  would  re- 
move the  present  temptation  to  extra- 
vagance. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

5.  £293,000,  Medical  Establishments 
and  Services. 

6.  £15,500,  Martial  Law,  etc. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £154,000,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expense  of  Educational  Services,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1905." 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

7.  £72,600,  Scientific  Services. 

8.  £404,500,  Royal  Naval  Reserves. 


9.  £444,000, 
Services. 


Miscellaneous    Effective 


10.  £796,200,  Half-Pay,  Reserved,  and 
Retired  Pay. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding £1,208,800, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Expenses  of  Naval  and  Marine  Pensions, 
Gratuities,  and  Compassionate  Allowances, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1905." 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

11.  £353,300,  Civil  Pensions  and 
Gratuities. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow; 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  A. 
(AoLAND-HooD,  Somersetshire,  Welling- 
ton), in  moving  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  said  that  the  business  for 
to-morrow  would  be — ^first,  the  moving 
by  the  Secretary  for  India  of  the  Resolu- 
tion relating  to  the  Tibet  political  mission ; 
next  the  Ajrmj  Annual  BiU ;  and  third, 
the  Penal  Servitude  Bill.  On  Thursday 
the  Army  Estimates  would  be  taken. 
The  War  Office  Vote  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  in  deference  to  the  general  desire 
of  the  House,  would  not  be  taken ;  but 
Votes  9  and  10  and  other  Votes  would 
be  proceeded  with. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Sir  A.  Adand'Hood.) 


Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked 
when  the  licensing  Bill  would  bebrought^ 


m. 


Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  said  it  would 
be  preferable  to  defer  any  statement  a& 
to  the  Licensing  Bill  until  to-morrow. 

♦  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  Army  Annual  Bill  would 
not  be  taken  after  eleven  o'clock. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  said  there  waff 
no  desire  to  take  it  at  an  inconvenient 
hour.  Whether  the  discussion  was  taken 
on  the  Second  Reading  or  on  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  the  Bill,  it  would  be  taken 
at  a  time  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
House. 


*  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  it  would  be 
impossible  to  take  the  general  discussion 
on  the  Committee  stage,  because  that 
stage  on  this  Bill  was  frittered  away  in 
matters  of  detail. 


Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  said  it  would 
be^^possible  to  make  arrangements  to  take 
the  discussion  at  a  convenient  hour. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  could  now  give  the  terms  of  the 
Motion  to  be  proposed  to-morrow  with 
regard  to  the  Tibet  mission. 


The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodriok,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford,) said  that  the  terms  of  the 
Resolution  he  would 
follows — 


move    were    aa 


*'  That  this  House  consents  to  the  revenues 
of  India  being  applied  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  any  milita^  operations  which  may  become 
necessary  beyond  the  frontiers  of  His  Majesty's 
Indian  possessions  for  the  purpose  of  protecting- 
the  political  mission  which  has  been  despatched 
to  the  Tibetan  Goyemment." 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Adjourned  accordingly  at  twelve 
minutes  after  Seven  o'clock. 
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HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Uth  April,  1904. 


Tbe  House  met  at  Two  of  the  dock. 

Mr.  SPEAKER'S  INDISPOSITIGN. 
The  House  being  met,  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table  informed  the  House  of  the  un- 
avoidable    absence    of    Mr.    Speaker, 
owing  to  indisposition;    Whereupon  Mr. 
jk*  James  William  Lowthbb,   the   Chair- 
I  man  of  Ways  and  Means,  proceeded  to 
J  the  Table,  and,  after  Prayers,  took  the 
Chair  as  Deputy-Speaker,    pursuant  to 
^  the  Standing  Order. 
.g^  

I       UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
I  BUSINESS. 

§      London  and   North  Western  Railway 
^  KIL    As  amended,  to  be  considered  to- 


! 


morrow. 


Midland  Railway  Bill.  Aa  amended, 
considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

.Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders 
^  (No.  2).  Bill  to  confirm  certain  Pro- 
I  visional  Orders  of  the  Local  Qovernment 
I  Board  relating  to  Brixham,  Coventry, 
Liverpool,  Ripon,  and  Southwark,  and 
I  the  Bromley  and  Beckenham  Joint 
I  Hospital  District,  ordered  to  be  brought 
I  in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter 
'  Long. 

Local  GU)vernment  Provisional  Order 
"  (Poor  Law).  Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
;  visiimal  Order  of  the  Local  Ctovemment 
Board  relating  to  the  Stourbridge  Union, 
I  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant 
I  Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter  Long. 

'  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill.  "  To  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  relating  to  Brixham,  Coventry, 
Liverpool,  Ripon,  and  Southwark,  and 
the  Bromley  and  Beckenham  Joint 
Hospital  Distriot,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  149.] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Poor  Law)  Bill.  "To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  of  the  Local  Government 
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Board  relating  to  the  Stourbridge 
Union,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bilb,  and  to  be 
printed.     [BiU  ISO.J 

Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District 
Water  Bill.  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  F). 
The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
informed  the  House  that  the  Committee 
on  Group  F  of  Private  Bills  nofc  being 
appointed  to  meet  until  Thursday,  14th 
April,  the  parties  opposing  the  Thames 
River  Steamboat  Service  Bill  had  ap- 
peared before  him  and  proved  that  the 
evidence  of  Colonel  R.  T.  H.  Law,  Royal 
Engineers,  and  Captain  R.  Owen,  Mer- 
cantile Marine,  was  essential  to  their 
case,  and  that  their  attendance  could 
not  be  procured  without  the  intervention 
of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  R.  T.  H.  Law 
and  Captain  R.  Owen  do  attend  the 
Committee  on  Group  F  of  Private  Bills 
on  Thursday,  Uth  April,  at  half-past 
Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill.  Re- 
ported, with  Amendments,  from  the 
Police  and  Sanitary  Committee ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS, 


CANAL  TRAFFIC  BILL. 

Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon^the  Table. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  (LONDON)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wandsworth,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FALSE  STATEMENTS  (COMPANIES) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HALL-MARKING  OF  FOREIGN  PLATE 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LAND  VALUES  (ASSESSMENT  AND 
RATING)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdare,  in  favour;  to  j 
lie  upon  the  Table.  ' 

LICEN  CES  (RENEWAL).  \ 

Petitions  against  alterations  of  Law : 
from  Faringdon;  Chelsea;  Baillieston; 
Pont3rpool;  Barton-upon-Irwell ;  Weston; 
Ecclee  (three);  Cmmlin;  Wandsworth; 
Darwen ;  Worsley ;  Northampton ;  Ley- 
ton;  Radstock;  Battersea;  Bolton; 
Kinross;  Aspull;  Penzance;  Dollar; 
Denhohne;  Cowbridge;  Cardiff;  Brithdir 
(three);  Barmouth;  Hatherleigh;  Buckie; 
and  Grays;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  BILL. 
Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLLING  ARRANGEMENTS  (PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOROUGHS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wandsworth,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY 
COUNCILS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wandsworth,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 
Petition  from  Wandsworth,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

REVACCINATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Wandsworth,  in  favour ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL. 
Petitions    against:     from     Waltham 
Cross;  Stamford;  Romford;  Woolwich; 
and  Plumstead;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADES  UNIONS  AND  TRADE 
DISPUTED  BILL. 

Petition  from  Birmingham,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADES  UNIONS  AND  TRADE 
DISPUTES  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Birmingham,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Wandsworth,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ALIENS. 
Return    presented,    relative    thereto 
[Address  15th March ;  Mf,Cochrane\\  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  124.] 

POLUNG  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF 
LANCASTER). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  Palatine  of 
Lancaster,  altering  certain  Polling  Dis- 
tricts in  the  CUtheroe  and  Westhoughton 
Parliamentary  Divisions  [by  Act];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF 
HERTFORD). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Hertford 
altering  certain  Polling  Districts  in  the 
Western  or  Watford  Parliamentary 
Division  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BRITISH  COTTON  CULTIVATION. 

I      Copy    presented,    of    Report    to    the 

I  Board  of  Trade  on  Cotton  Cultivation  in 

,  the  British  Empire  and  in  Egypt,  by 

Professor    Wyndham    Dunstan^   F.R.8., 

Director  of   the   Imperial  Institute  at 

South  Kensington  [by  Command];    to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Medical  Attendance  on  Paupers  in  the 
Hlghlandg. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  if  he  will  say  what  system,  if 
any,  is  adopted  by  parish  councils  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland  to 
acquaint  the  medical  officers  of  the  sick- 
ness of  paupers,  more  especially  those 
situated  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
his  residence ;  are  the  rules  as  to  medical 
relief  of  the  poor  strictly  adhered  to  by 
parish«councils  in  remote  parishes  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland^  or 
are  these  local  bodies  permitted  by  the 
Local  Qovemment  Board  to  place  limita- 
tions on  them  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
the  general  public,  and,  if  so,  will  the 
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Board  take  steps  to  satisfy  themselves 
that  a  laxity  with  regard  to  tiieir  rules  is 
to  the  advantage  of  the  paupers ;  are  the 
medioal  officers  required  to  visit  tiie 
bouaes  of  paupers  throughout  the  parish 
at  short  intervals  to  ascertain  if  the 
paupers  are  iU,  or  is  it  the  duty  of 
inspectors  of  poor  to  intimate  to  t^e 
medical  officers  when  Hhe  paupers  are 
requiring  medical  or  surgical  attention. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Orakam  Murray,) 
The  matters  touched  upon  in  l^e  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  are  dealt  with 
in  the  Report  (already  submitted  to  the 
House)  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Local  Oovemment 
Board  for  Scotland  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  poor  law  medical  relief,  etc. 
That  Report  will  shortly  be  available  and 
I  beg  to  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
recommendations  contained  in  it.  * 

Accommodation  for  Oonvalescent  Officers 
at  Osborne- 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
how  many  convalescent  military  and 
naval  officers  respectively  are  now 
accommodated  at  Osborne;  and  for  how 
many  in  all  is  accommodation  pro- 
vided. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  VicUfr  Cavendish,} 
Fifteen  convalescent  military  officers  are 
nowaocommodated  at  Osborne.  Two  of 
them  are  accompanied  by  their  wives. 
There  are  not  as  yet  any  naval  officers 
at  Osborne.  The  accommodation  pro- 
vided is  for  thirty-eight  unmarried 
(^cers,  and  for  five  married  officers 
accompanied  by  their  wives. 

Official  History  of  the  South  African  War. 
Mb.  ELLIOT  (Durham) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what  arrange- 
ments have  been  made,  if  any,  for  the 
completion  of  the  Official  History  of  the 
Soutii  African  War,  begun  by  the  late 
Colonel  Henderson. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Vidar  Cavendish,) 
The  Official  History  of  the  South  African 
War  is  being  compiled  by  Major-General 
Sir  T.  F.  Maurice,  with  the  assistance  of 
a  staff  of  officers.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
work  will  be  completed  within  three 
years'  time. 


Deaths  firom  Plague  in  India  Bombay* 
and  Bengal. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  whether  he  can  give  the 
number  of  deaths  from  plague  in  India 
and  the  Bombky  and  Bengal  districts 
respectively  for  the  four  weeks  ending 
26th  March. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
Except  as  regards  the  Bombay  Presi- 
dency, the  returns  of  plague  deaths  in 
India  received  up  to  to-day  do  not  go 
beyond  the  week  ended  19th  March. 
The  totals  for  the  three  weeks  ended  on 
that  date  are  13,187  for  Bengal,  24,390 
for  the  Bombay  Presidency,  and  102,962 
for  the  whole  of  India,  including  the 
above.  The  number  of  plague  deaths  in 
the  Bombay  Presidency  alone  during  the 
month  of  March  was  35,416. 

Irish  Mafistrates-^Oase  of  Dr.  Tiemey. 
Mr.  GRIFFITH  BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridge):  To  ask.  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-lieutenant  of  Irdand 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  action  of  Dr.  Tiemey,  J.P.,  in 
adjudicating  at  Petty  Sessions  at  CSones 
in  cases  where  he  had  already  acted  as 
medical  adviser  to,  and  had  accepted 
fees  from,  one  of  the  parties;  whether 
a  specific  case  was  brought  before  the 
Lord  Chancellor  on  2nd  January  last; 
and,  if  so,  whether  any  notice  has  been 
taken  of  Dr.  Tiemey's  conduct. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  This 
case  was-  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  who,  upon  consideration 
of  all  the  circumstances,  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  official  action  in  the 
matter  was  not  called  for.  Steps  were 
taken,  however,  to  convey  to  the  Justice 
named  an  intimation  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  considered  he  had  been 
guilty  of  an  error  of  judgment  in  adjudi* 
eating  in  the  case  in  question. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE, 


OowtB-lfttlial--Powen  of  Judge 
sAdf  ools  OaaeraL 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEnji  (Donegal,  S.)  r 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stsfte  for  War 
if'he  wiU  state  whether,  at  present,  tho 
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quasliing  by  the  Judge  Advocate-Gkneial 
on  behalf  of  His  Majesty  of  convictions 
by  Courts-martial  is  obligatory  upon 
militaiy  authorities  and  is  final ;  and 
whether,  under  the  proposal  of  the  War 
Office  Committee  that  a  Judge  Advocate 
should  report  to  the  Atmy  Council,  it 
will  be  competent  to  the  Council  to  reject 
or  disregard  such  report  either  wholly  or 
in  part ;  and  whether  the  opinion  of  the 
present  Judge  Advocate  -  Ceneral  has 
been,  or  will  be,  taken  before  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  is  adopted  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  depriving  soldiers  of  the  legal 
protection  afforded  by  the  supervision  of 
the  administration  of  military  law  by  a 
competent  judicial  authority  independent 
of  military  and  War  Office  control. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  foe 
WAR  (Mr.  Aknold-Forsteb,  Belfast, 
W.) :  The  quashing  of  the  proceedings  of 
a  Court-martial  by  the  Judge  Advocate- 
G3neral  is  at  present  final  and  obligatory 
on  the  military  authorities.  As  the  whole 
subject  is  receiving  careful  consideration, 
I  am  not  now  in  a  position  to  reply  to 
the  rest  of  the  Question;  but  the  views  of 
the  Judge  Advocate-General  will  naturally 
be  sought. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  Has  the 
present  Judge  Advocate-General  been 
consulted  ? 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  have 
be  3D  in  communication  with*  him. 

South  AMcan  War  Rewards. 
Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshii:p) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  ascertain  if  all  Lord 
Kitchener's  recommendations  of  rewards 
for  services  rendered  in  the  South  African 
War  have  been  carried  out;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  give  effect  to 
the  same. 
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Mr.  ARNOIJD-FORSTER  :  As  far  as 
I  am  aware  aU  Lord  Kitchener's  recom- 
mendations with  regard  to  rewards  for 
services  in  the  South  African  War  have 
been  carried  out. 

Chinese  Labour  in  the  TransTaal— 
Belifioua  Obeervaiicefl» 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies    whether     arrangetnents    have 


been  made  to  provide  for  the  Chinese 
indentured  labourers  during  their  stay  in 
the   Transvaal  the  ministrations  of  the 
I  pnests  of    their    religion  and  the  due 
I  celebration  of   the    ceremonial   rites  of 
I  that   religion ;  and,    if  so,  what  is    the 
nature   of  these  arrangements   and    on 
whom  will  the  expense  necessary  thereto 
I  fall ;    whether  arrangements   have  been 
made    for    the    proper    observance    in 
Chinese  temples  of  the  Chinese  festivals 
of  the  New  Year,  the  Dragon  Boat,  the 
Full  Moon,  or  the  Winter  Solstice,  which, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance, 
are  declared  to  be  holidays ;  and  will  suit- 
able  Chinese  temples  be  erected  in  the 
compounds;  and  whether  any,  and,  if 
so,  what,   provision    has  been  made  to 
I  secure    that    on    the    voyage    between 
[  China  and    South   Africa   the    Chinese 
I  indentured    labourers    shall    have    the 
means  bf  celebrating  their  religious  rites, 
and  at  whose  expense  will  their  idols  be 
provided. 

The   secretary  op  STATE  for 

THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 

!  wick    and    Leamington) :     With    every 

I  desire  to  assist  the  hon.   Member  in  his 

•  somewhat  technical  inquiry,  I  am  not  in 

a  position  as  yet  to  add  anything  to  my 

previous  answer  to  this  Question.f 

;     Mr.   swift   MACNEILL :    But  the 
I  right  hon.  Grentleman  promised  to  pro- 
cure the  information. 

j  Mr. LYTTELTON:  I  promised  to  do 
so   if  the  hon.  Gentleman  continued  to 

I  take  a  very  keen  interest  in  Chinese 
ritual. 

'     Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  do. 

I  Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  In 
case  of  the  provision  of  idols,  will  the 
right   hon.    Gentleman  undertake    that 

;  they  shall  be  made  in  Birmingham  ^ 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

j  Child  Labour  in  Mines. 

Mr.  FENWICK  [(Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gateshead  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 

I  ment  whether,  having  regard  to  Sections 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxxiL,  834. 
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3  and  9  of  The  Employment  of  Children  [  Lord  STANLEY :  The  officers  referred 
Act,  1903,  and  the  powers  of  variation !  to  have  been  employed  on  such  postal 
by  the  inspectors  of  mines,  he  will  state  !  duties  as  they  had  qualified  themselves 


to  what  extent  the  inspectors  can  vary 
the  provisions  set  forth  in  Section  3; 
and  whether  the  hours  therein  mentioned 
can  be  changed  to  any  other  of  the 
same  duration. 


to  perform.  The  postmaster  has  been 
instructed  to  give  them  full  opportunities 
to  prove  their  willingness  and  ability  to 
perform  higher  duties  in  turn  with 
others. 


♦The  secretary  op  STATE  for  the 
HOME    DEPARTMENT    (Mr.   Akers- 
0OU6LAS,  Kent^  St.  Augustine's) :  I  am  ad- 
vised that  the  inspectors  of  mines  have  no   ^     ^"® 
power  under  the  Act  in  question  to  vary  I  ^bether 
the  hours  during  which  the  employment ; 
of  children  under  fourteen  is  prohibited  i 
by  Section  3.     Nor  can  those  hours  be  ' 
varied  by  any  other  authority  in  respect  1 
of    employment    in    pursuance    of    the  I 
Mines  Regulation  Act. 


Ixiah  Estates  Oommissioners*  Betums. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
the  promised  six-monthly 
Return  of  the  Estates  Commissioners 
will  contain  particulars  with  reference  to 
each  county,  giving  the  names  of  land- 
lords and  tenants,  number  of  years 
purchase,  and  other  detaib  in  each  case. 


Limerick  Postal  Staff. 
Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the^Postmaster-General  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  out  of  a  stafE   of   six 


The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  :  The 
Return  will  give  full  information,  by 
counties,  in  respect  of  estates  sold ;  the 
number  of  tenants  to  whom  advances 
have  been  made,  distinguishing  between 


officers  employed  in  the  postmaster  j^jicial  and  non- judicial  tenancies  ;  the 
inquiry  office  in  Limenck  three  hold  average  percentages  of  reduction  in  each 
superior  appomtments,  he  will  mcrease  .  ^j^gg.  ^j^^  average  amounts  advanced  in 
the  superior  appointments  m  the  same ,  ^^^  ^|  j^^  purchase ;  and  other 
proportion  in  the  telegraph  and  sortmg  i  particulars, 
departments  at  that  office.] 


Evicted  Tenants  in  Queen's  Oounty. 

Mr.  DELANY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  will  state  how 
many  applications  have  been  received  by 
the  Estates  Commissioners  from  evicted 
tenants  in  the  Ossory  Division  (Queen's 
I  County),  giving  the  names  of  landlords 
and  tenants;  and  also  detaib  of  the 
:  steps,  if  any,  which  have  been  taken  for 
their  reinstatement. 


departments 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Lord 
Stani-ey,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) : 
The  officers  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  act  as  the  personal  assistants  of 
the  postmaster  for  all  classes  of  work, 
and  include  the  chief  clerk,  who  is  prac- 
tically the  deputy  postmaster.  They 
are  in  no  sense  limited  to  the  work  of 
inquiry.  I  have  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
requirements  of  the  office,  and  there 
appears  to  be  no  necessity  at  present  for  ^ 
increasing  the  number  of  superior  |  ^^  WYNDHAM  :  Two  such  applica- 
appointments.  I  tions  have  been  received  and  will  be  duly 

considered.     The  names  of  the  parties 
Limerick  Telegraphists.  have  been  communicated  to    the   hon. 

Mr.  JOYCE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post-   Member. 
master-General  if    he  will  explain  why  :  ^  « 

several  telegraphists  at  Limerick  who  do  ]  war  and  Fmance. 

duty  on  the  postal  side  are  invariably  ,  Mr.  J.  F.  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
employed  on  minor  duties  in  the  sorting  '  side) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
office ;  and  whether  he  will  arrange  that !  Treasury  if  he  will  consent  to  the  appoint- 
these  officers  are  afforded  an  opportunity  i  ment  of  a  Select  Committee  to  consider 
of  qualifying  in  counter  and  other  duties,  the  bearing  of  the  existing  financial 
and  of  joining  in  the  general  rotation  of  \  system  of  the  country  on  efficient  warlike 
duties.  :  preparation  in  times  of   crisis,   and   to 
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report  whether,  by  the  establishment  of ! 
a    money     reserve    or   otherwise,    any 
changes  in  that  system  are  desirable. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  have  con- 
sidered the  question  to  which  my  hon. 
friend  called  my  attention  before  the 
recess.  I  think  I  can  convince  him  that 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  which  he  suggests. 
Perhaps  my  hon.  friend  will  communi- 
cate with  me,  and  if  he  is  not  satisfied 
with  my  answer  privately  he  can  then 
put  another  Question  pubUcly. 

liarine  Insurance  Bill 
Mr.  CHARLES  Mc ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool,  Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  will  say  when 
the  Marine  Insurance  Bill  will  be  re- 
introduced. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  This  Bill  will, 
I  hope,  be  introduced,  either  in  this  House 
or  the  other,  at  an  early  date,  but  at 
present  I  cannot  fix  a  day. 

Regulations  for  Foreign  Ships 
Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR :  I  beg  to 
aFk  the  First  Loid  of  the  Treasury  if  he 
wiM  state  when  it  is  proposed  to  proceed 
with  the  Motion  standing  in  the  name  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
tha  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  as  to  the  application  of  British 
statutory  requirements  to  foreign  ships 
trading  to  and  from  ports  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  very 
anxious  that  this  Committee  should  be 
appointed,  but,  as  my  hon.  friend  is 
aware,  no  opportunity  has  presented  itself 
for  doing  so.  I  hope  some  evening  I  may 
be  able  to  move  the  neccbsary  Motion 
and  to  set  the  Committee  to  work. 

Health  of  the  Army. 
Sir  JOHN  TUKE  (Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities):  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  University  of  Lon- 
don, I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  opportunity  will  be 
given  to  discuss  in  the  House,  before 
action  is  taken,  the  portion  of  the  Report 
of  the  War  OflBce  (Re-constitution)  Com- 


mittee which  bears  on  the  health  of  the 
Army. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Army 
Medical  Vote  is  down  for  to-morrow  and 
it  might  be  possible  to  discuss  this  matter 
on  it.  I  only  throw  that  out  as  a  sug- 
gestion. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  understood  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  promised  us  dis- 
tinctly a  direct  opportunity  of  debating 
this  question. 


I  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

I      Lord   HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  I 
I  desire  to  ask   when  the    Bishoprics    of 
Southwark  and    Birmingham    Bill    will 
be  taken  for  the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  anxious 
to  proceed  with  the  Bill.  On  its  merits 
no  opposition  is  offered  to  it,  and  it  is 
desirable  that  it  should  be  passed,  but  I 
cannot  promise  to  fix  a  day  for  the 
Second  Reading. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Montrose 
Burghs):  What  will  be  the  course  of 
business  to-morrow,  and  when  is  it  pro- 
posed to  take  the  Licensing  Bill  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  take  the  War  Office  Vote  to- 
morrow. Votes  for  warlike  stores  and 
buildings  will  be  taken  first,  and  the 
other  Votes  to  be  taken  in  their  order 
will  be  10,  2  (Medical),  6  (Transport),  7 
(Provisions  and  Forage),  and  8  (Clothing). 
Votes  14,  15,  and  16,  which  are  non- 
effective Votes,  will  also  be  taken.  If  the 
preliminary  stages  of  the  Budget  can  be 
disposed  of  on  Tuesday  next,  I  shall 
propose  to  take  the  Licensing  Bill  on 
Wednesday. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester):  In 
one  sitting  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes.  I  should 
have  thought  that  sufficient  for  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Bill. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
John  Edward  Bernard  Seely,  esquire, 
foi  the  County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES  (CHAIRMEN'S 
PANEL). 

Sir  Jambs  Ferousson  reported  from 
the  Chairmen's  Panel,  That  they  had 
appointed  Mr.  Ijanrence  Hardy  to  act  as 
Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  for 
the  consideration  of  Bills  relating  to  Law 
and  Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Pro- 
cedure, in  the  place  of  Lord  Edmund 
litzmaurice;  and  Mr.  Stuart  Wortl^  to 
act  as  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Cfom- 
mittee  for  the  consideration  of  Bills 
relating  to  Trade  (including  Agriculture 
and  Fidiing),  Shipping,  and  Manufactures, 
in  the  place  of  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (TREASURY 
POWERS)  BILL. 

"  To  transfer  to  the  Local  Gk)vemment 
Board  the  Powers  of  the  Treasury  under 
enactments  relating  to  Local  Authorities/' 
presented  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish; 
supported  by  Mr.  Grant  I^awson;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  to-morrow,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  151.] 


EAST  INDIAN  REVENUES  (TIBET). 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  risfe  to  move  "  That  this  House 
consents  to  the  revenue  of  India  being 
applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  any 
military  operations  which  may  become 
necessary  beyond  the  frontiers  of  His 
Majesty's  Indian  possessions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  Political  Mission 
which  has  been  despatched  to  the  Tibetan 
Grovemment."  I  rise  to  move  the 
Motion  standing  in  my  name  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Government  of  India  Act, 
1858,  which  provides  that  "  Except  for 
preventing  or  repelling  actual  invasion  of 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  possessions,  or 
under  other  sudden  or  urgent  necessity, 
the  revenues  of  India  shall  not,  without 
the  sanction  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, be  applicable  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  any  military  operation  carried  on 
beyond  the  external  frontiers  of  such 
possessions  by  Her  Majesty's  forces 
charged  upon  such  revenues."  In  some 
quarters  the  question  has  been  addressed 


to  us,  why,  when  this  Mission,  which  is 
now  in  Tibet  accompanied  by  an  armed 
force,  was  first  despatched  from  India, 
His  Majesty's  Government  did  not  come 
to  Parliament  and  ask  under  the  statute 
for  the  authorisation  to  be  given  by  this 
Motion.  We  carefully  investigated  that 
subject,  and,  under  legal  advice,  we 
found  that  no  such  authorisation  was 
necessary  for  the  despatch  of  a  Mission 
accompanied  by  an  armed  protecting 
force.  I  think  it  is  obvious  0!i  the  face 
of  it  that  that  decision  will  commend 
itself  to  laymen  as  well  as  to  lawyers  ; 
for  everyone  who  is  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances of  a  region  such  as  Tibet,  or 
Bhutan,  or  any  other  place  on  the  con- 
fines of  our  Indian  possessions,  knows 
that,  when  a  Mission  for  conducting 
negotiations  or  for  the  demarcation  of  a 
boundary  is  sent  out  by  the  Indian 
Grovernment,  it  is  almost  invariably 
accompanied  by  an  armed  force  for  pro- 
tection in  a  region  where  protection  could 
not  otherwise  be  afforded.  There  is  a 
precedent  for  such  action  even  in  the 
case  of  the  suzerain  Power;  for  the 
delegate  of  China,  whose  journey  in  our 
opinion,  has  been  unduly  prolonged,  has 
beei^  accompanied  throughout,  we  under- 
stand,  by  an  armed  escort  to  ensure  his 
safety  in  a  country  the  suzerain  of  which 
he  is  the  representative  of.  If  there  was 
no  legal  necessity  for  our  asking  for  such 
support  from  Parliament,  there  was 
every  reason  from  the  point  of  view  of 
Imperial  politics  why  such  a  demand 
should  not  be  made.  To  ask  for 
authority  to  carry  on  military  opraations 
in  a  country  in  which  we  had  had  no 
desire  to  carry  on  any  military  opera- 
tions, in  support  of  a  Mission  which  was 
above  all  things  a  peaceful  Mission 
designed  solely  to  secure  peaceful  inter- 
course between  Tibet  and  those  States 
for  whose  relations  on  the  borders  of 
Tibet  we  are  responsible,  a  Mission  which 
was  to  take  no  hostile  action,  a  Mission 
which  was  to  proceed  with  a  view  solely 
to  negotiation.^ — I  say  to  ask  for  sanction 
to  carry  on  military  operations  in  such  a 
case  would  have  been  to  change  the 
whole  character  of  the  Mission  and  to 
excite  those  very  fears  which  we  were 
most  desirous  to  allay.  The  whole  situa- 
tion has  recently  been  changed.  The 
encounter  which  took  place  at  Guru,  on 
31  st  March,  on  the  day  after  Parliament 
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adjounied  for  the  Easter  recess,  has 
changed  the  whole  position  and  has 
undoubtedly  brought  about,  to  a  limited 
extent,  those  miUtary  operations  for 
which  we  are  bound  to  ask  the  sanction 
of  Parliament.  We  may  all  regret  that 
it  should  have  been  necessary  for  the 
Indian  troops,  acting  as  they  did  under 
great  provocation,  to  shed  blood  on  that 
occasion.  Whether  it  was  right  to  send 
troops  in  support  of  the  Mission,  or 
,  whether  it  was  right  to  send  the  Mission 
at  all,  are  questions  which  we  may  dis- 
cuss. But  it  must  have  been  clearly 
understood  by  all  those  who  read  the 
telegrams  that,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  attack  by  a  large  body  of 
Tibetans,  unless  our  own  troops  had 
used  the*  arms  that  were  in  their  hands 
there  would  have  been  no  alternative  to 
the  entire  annihilation  of  the  Mission. 

Those  of  us  who  have  most  desired  to 
maintain  throughout  the  peaceful  char- 
acter of  the  Mission  can  hardly  have 
failed  to  be  impressed  both  by  the  state- 
ments in  the  Blue-book  and  the  accounts 
of  the  attitude  of  the  Tibetan  (}ovem- 
ment,  between  whom  and  the  Tibetan 
people  I  venture  to  draw  a  wide  distinc- 
tion, in  respect  of  the  vehement  feeling 
against  foreigners,  or  at  all  events  against 
the  Indian  representatives,  by  the  Lamas 
of  Lhasa,  and  the  ignorance  which  was 
shown  of  the  Power  with  which  they  had 
to  deal.  Unless  Fome  encounter  which 
proved  the  superiority  of  modem  arms 
took  place,  the  indisposition  to  enter 
into  negotiations,  which  has  prevailed 
unfortunately  for  many  years  past, 
would  have  remained.  I  make  that 
remark  because  I  have  it  in  my  power 
to  make  an  announcement  to  the  House 
as  to  the  present  situation  which  will 
show  that,  lamentable  though  the  loss  of 
Ufe  on  31  fit  March  may  seem,  and  undesir- 
able as  it  was  that  there  should  have 
been  any  encounter  at  all,  the  result  of 
that  encounter  has  been  that  the  further 
progress  of  the  Mission  has  not  been 
hindered,  and  that  it  has  attained  the 
goal  which  it  desired  to  attain.  I  re- 
ceived an  hour  or  two  ago  from  the 
Viceroy  the  following  telegram  from 
Colonel  Younghusband,  who  is  himself 
at  Chalu,  dated  13th  April— 

"^Gyangtw,  11th,  by  Chinese  courier. 
Geoeral  Macdoiutid  ban  brought  MiMion  here 
without    the  loss  of  a^^ingle  mao.    Tibetans 
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,  who  opposed  us  highly  demoralised.    This  valley 

is  covered  with  well-built  hamlets ;  cultivation 

everywhere,     numerous     trees.       Inhabitants 

mostly  fled,  but  few  who  remain  say  this  is  on 

I  aooount  of  heavy  demands  of  their  own  Qovem*- 

\  ment.     News  just  arrived  that  libetanB  are^ 

;  fleeing  ^m  fort.    Two  Tibetan  generals  have 

j  left.    Chinese  delegate  Ma  has  come  in.    M» 

says   Amban    wiU   come  aa  soon  as  he  oas 

'  arrange  witii  Dalai  Lama,  and  four  Tibetan 

I  delegates,   of  unknown  position,  are  on  their 

I  way.     Jongpen  is  in  great  fear,  and  will  doubt- 

,  less  surrender  fort  to  morrow.** 

'      I  think  that  telegram  will  be  satisfac* 

I  tory  to  the  House.      As  the  result  of 

previous  events  the  Mission  has  reached 

the  point  to  which  the  Government  deter* 

mined    to    send    it    in   November  last 

without  further  opposition;  and  what  is 

I  of  still  greater  importance  is  that  the 

I  ChincFe  Amban,  who  has  hitherto  been 

I  BO    dilatory,    is   himseK    to    meet    the 

I  Mission,  and  the  Dalai  Lama  is  sending 

four    Tibetan    representatives   to    meet 

Colonel  Younghusband  and  to  carry  on  the 

negotiations.  .    .       r    . 

I  Such    being  the  present   position,    I 

f presume  that  the  House  will  wish  me  to 
ay  before  them  in  some  little  detail  the 
reasons  for  sending  the  Mission  to  Tibet* 
Those  reasons  are  detailed  in  the  Blue* 
book,  which  covers  the  negotiations  with 
Tibet  through  a  long  series  of  years.  The 
despatch  of  this  Mission  was  not  the 
sudden  act  of  an  impatient  (Government 
or  of  an  aggressive  Viceroy.  For  fifteen 
years  past  the  difficulties  with  the  Tibetan 
Government  have  been  increasing.  It  is 
ceitainly  an  anachronism  that  we  should 
have  within  300  miles  of  British  India 
the  capital  of  a  Btate  which  not  only 
refuses  us  political  relations  and  trading 
facilities,  but  with  whom  no  written 
communications  are  possible  on  tha 
subjects  which  must  arise  between  neigh- 
bouring States  on  frontier  and  o^er 
questions.  Such  a  condition  of  things  is 
practically  unknown  anywhere  in  the 
civilised  world;  and  we  have  exhausted 
every  effort  with  the  suzerain  Power  to 
obtain  a  settlement  of  the  questions  which 
have  inevitably  arisen  between  the  two 
Governments.  The  Blue-book  shows  that 
the  history  of  this  question  since  1890  ia 
one  in  which  for  fourteen  years  the 
Indian  Government  have  been  endeavour* 
ing  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  of  subjects 
which  they  could  not  neglect,  and  in 
which  the  Tibetan  Government  have 
attempted  to  circumscribe  their  reli^ona 
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with  the  Indian  Grovemment,  while  at 
the  same  time  they  have  heen  attempting 
to  open  relations  with  another  Power  at 
a  much  greater  distance.  In  1890  there 
was  concluded  between  Her  late  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  suzerain  Power  a 
convention  which  laid  down  the  boun- 
daries between  Sikkim  and  Tibet.  That 
convention  has  been  constantly  violated 
by  the  Tibetans.  Up  to  two  years  ago 
the  Tibetans  were  in  possession  of,  and 
were  using  as  pasture,  ground  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Giaogong,  which  was 
a  recognised  comer  of  Sikkim  and  was 
within  the  line  of  demarcation  laid  down 
by  the  Convention  of  1890,  to  which  the 
Tibetan  Government,  through  the 
suzerain  Power,  were  parties.  The 
Indian  Government  endeavoured,  with 
all  the  regard  for  the  Tibetan  Govern- 
ment which  could  be  shown  to  any 
European  Power,  to  arrange  with  them 
for  the  erection  of  pillars  so  that  the 
boundary  might  be  clearly  defined  and 
the  opportunities  of  dispute  reduced. 
But  the  Tibetan  Government  were  un- 
willing to  allow  their  officers  to  co-operate 
with  our  officers  for  that  purpose,  and 
when  we  had  set  up  the  pillars  they  were 
knocked  down,  even  in  the  most  un- 
frequented places,  obviously  by  precon- 
certed action.  In  1893  the  Indian 
(jovemment,  •  during,  I  think.  Lord 
Lansdowne's  Viceroyalty,  came  to  an 
agreement  with  the  Tibetan  Grovemment 
on  the  question  of  trade.  Free  trade 
was  practically  established  between 
India  and  Tibet  except  with  regard  to 
certain  articles.  A  trade  mart  was 
agreed  upon  at  Yatung,  with  free  passage 
for  our  subjects  to  that  mart.  In 
addition  to  that,  arrangements  were 
made  as  to  trade  disputes.  All  those 
provisions  were  flagrantly  violated  by 
the  Tibetans. 

I  cannot  help  calling  as  witness  a 
gentleman  whose  name  has  been  a 
good  deal  before  the  public  in  con- 
nection with  the  Tibetan  question 
during  the  last  few  weeks — I  mean  Sir 
Henry  Cotton.  Sir  Henry  Cotton  has 
written  with  great  knowl^e  and  with 
great  resource  on  this  subject,  but  with 
an  entire  want  of  sympathy,  apparently, 
with  the  objects  of  the  Viceroy  and  the 
Government  of  India.  Sir  Henry  Cotton, 
when  this  commercial  treaty  was  agreed 
upon,  was  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Govern-  i 


ment  of  Bengal;  and  I  find  that  on  25th 
June,  1894,  he  was  the  signatory  of  a 
very  important  despatch  which  is  found 
in  the  Blue-book,  and  in  which  he  point* 
out  that,  although  free  trade  as  between 
Tibet  and  India  had  been  guaranteed  by 
the  convention,  the  Tibetans  had  levied 
a  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  tax — [Opposi- 
tion cheers] — I  am  glad  to  find  that  that 
fact  is  received  with  so  much  sympathy 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and 
that  the  Indian  Grovemment,  which  has 
hitherto  been  a  free-trade  Government 
in  the  efEorts  which  they  are  making  to 
prevent  the  door  from  being  shut  upoik 
them,  will  have,  at  all  events,  the- 
sympathy,  if  they  do  not'  have  the 
support,  of  Members  on  the  other  side. 
But  this  10  per  cent,  tax  was  not  enough 
for  the  Tibetan  Government.  They 
went  further  and  drew  a  cordon  which 
prevented  all  Tibetan  merchants  passmg 
through  Phari.  Consequently,  as  no 
Tibetan  merchant  could  have  reached 
Yatung,  they  might  have  spared  them- 
selves the  trouble  of  putting  on  the  tax» 
Sir  Henry  Cotton,  in  very  pregnant  ,, 
language,  points  out  that  this  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  and 
was  a  matterfor  veryseriousconsideration* 
Trade  facilities  are  important,  trade 
facilities  are  exceedingly  desirable,  for 
without  them  the  whole  of  the  long 
stretch  of  the  northern  frcftitier  of  India 
is  closed  to  natural  intercourse  and 
commerce  with  foreign  Powers.  But, 
as  a  matter  of  sentiment,  of  feeling,  and 
of  authority,  the  next  point  in  which 
the  Tibetans  violated  the  treaty  is  still 
more  important.  The  privilege  of  enter- 
ing the  Chumbi  Valley  had  been  enjoyed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Sikkim  for  many 
hundreds  of  years.  No  difficulties  had 
been  placed  in  their  way  in  free  inter- 
course with  their  neighbours  in  the 
Chumbi  Valley.  That  has  been  arrested 
by  the  Tibetan  Government,  no  one 
being  allowed  to  enter  the  Chumbi  Valley 
from  Sikkim.  That,  again.  Sir  Henry 
Cotton  characterises  as  a  very  serious 
matter  in  his  despatch  of  25th  June,  1894. 
And  no  wonder,  because  to  the  people 
of  Sikkim  the  effect  of  coming  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
that  they  were  debarred  from  privileges 
in  regard  to  association  and  trade  with 
their  neighbours  which  they  had  enjoyed 
for  many  hundreds  of  years.    I  see  that 
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in  some  of  Sir  Henry  Cotton's  writings 
now  he  finds  fault  with  the  Viceroy  for 
ignoring  the  Chinese  Government  and 
going  straight  to  the  Tibetans  them- 
selves by  letters  to  the  Dalai  Lama. 
But  in  this  very  despatch  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  is  urged  to  consider  the 
weakness  of  the  Chinese  authority  in 
Tibet,  and  in  a  subsequent  letter  it  is 
laid  down  under  the  authority  of  Sir 
Henry  Cotton  that  Mr.  White,  who  was 
then  demarcating  the  frontier,  should 
proceed  to  do  so  without  regard  to  the 
Chineee  representative.  Therefore,  al- 
though all  weight  should  be  given  to 
the  opinion  of  a  distinguished  public 
servant,  we  must  realise  that,  so  long 
as  he  was  the  man  on  the  spot,  the  man 
who  is  now  frequently  engaged  in  im- 
pugning the  action  of  the  Viceroy — he 
was  the  man,  perhaps,  of  all  others, 
who  was  most  engaged  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Government  of  India 
to  the  serious  nature  of  the  position 
at  which  matters   had   arrived. 

What  has  happened  since  then  ?  Very 
nearly  ten  years  have  passed,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  urged  that  during  those 
ten  years  the  Government  of  India  and 
the  Government  of  this  country  have 
shown  anything  but  a  desire  for  patient 
consideration  and  conciliation  in  their 
treatment  of  Tibet.  During  all  this 
time  no  arrangement  has  been  made 
for  trade  facilities,  and  the  treaty  has 
been  rendered  nugatory  by  the  Tibetans. 
The  Convention  of  1890  has  remained 
violated,  the  boimdary  pillars  have  been 
knocked  down,  and  our  protected  subjects 
in  Sikkim  have  been  excluded  from  rights 
which  they  had  previously  enjoyed.  The 
present  Viceroy  has  made  attempt  after 
attempt  to  bring  home  to  the  Dalai  liama 
the  serious  nature  of  the  complaints 
which  we  have  to  make.  By  letters, 
which  have  been  returned,  by  invitations 
to  negotiate,  by  every  means  which  the 
representative  of  one  State  could  bring 
to  bear  on  the  representative  of  another 
State,  attempts  have  been  made  to 
secure  some  peaceful  solution  of  this 
diflSculty.  But  while  the  Tibetan 
Government,  by  ignoring  their  treaty 
obhgations  with  us,  by  encroaching  on 
our  territory,  thwarting  our  trade,  de- 
stroying our  pillars,  and  refusing  to 
negotiate  with  regard  to  any  one  of  these 
questions,  were  showing  themselves  more 
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difficult  than  they  had  ever  been  in 
regard  to  their  neighbours,  at  that  very 
time  a  deputation  from  the  Dalai  Lama 
was  sent  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  so-called 
religious  mission,  to  which,  it  was  per- 
fectly clear  from  the  statements  in  the 
Blue-book,  the  Tibetans  attached  very 
considerable  political  signifiance.  I  wish 
to  deal  as  delicately  as  possible  with  this 
question,  as  it  afTects  the  relations 
between  Great  Britain  and  Russia.  The 
whole  subject  was  threshed  out  between 
Count  Benckendorff  and  Lord  Lansdowne, 
and  the  result  is  shown  in  the  Blue-book. 
The  representations  which  were  first 
made  by  the  Russian  Government  as  to 
their  interests  in  Tibet  were  subsequently 
placed  in  a  different  light,  and  assurances, 
which  were  regarded  as  satisfactory  by 
His  Majesty's  Government,  were  received 
from  the  Russian  Government  with 
regard  to  their  action  in  that  country. 
AVe,  on  the  other  hand,  put  clearly  before 
the  Russian  Government  the  limits  which 
!  we  had  assigned  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  of  India  in  Tibet. 

I  would  have  the  House  realise  this 
question  as  regards  the  influence  of  the 
Russian  Government^  Lhasa  is  not  a  place 
in  which  we  are  moved  by  any  jealousy  of 
a  foreign  Government,  or  by  the  desire 
to  establish  anything  at  the  expense  of  a 
foreign  Government.  But  we  cannot 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  Lhasa  is 
within  300  miles  of  the  Indian  frontier 
and  that  Tibet  does  not  touch  any 
portion  of  the  Russian  frontier  at  a 
distance  of  less  than  1,000  miles,  going 
over  country  which  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
inhospitable  and  inaccessible  which 
could  be  found.  And  it  is  a  historical 
fact  that  since  British  dominion  has 
existed  in  India,  Tibet  has  had  relations 
with  only  three  Powers — with  the 
Chinese  Government,  which  is  her 
suzerain,  with  Nepal,  which  is  largely 
politically  connected  with  the  Indian 
Government,  and  with  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment itself— and  H's  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment could  not  acquiesce  in  any  change 
that  would  result  in  a  change  in  the 
poUtical  st<Uu8  quo  in  Tibet.  If  any 
Power  were  to  estabUsh,  or  attempt  to 
establish,  a  predominant  interest  in 
Tibet;  if  any  Power  were  to  send  a 
mission  to  Lhasa  which  enabled  them  to 
influence  or  to  give  advice  to  the  Tibetan 
Government,  or  to  control  in  any  way 
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the  action  of  the  Tibetan  Oovemment ; ! 
still  more,  if  any  Power  were  to  propose  I 
to  oBtabUsh  a  protectorate  over  Lhasa —  { 
all  these  operations  are  operations  on 
which  His  Majesty's  Government 
could  not  look  without  concern. 
Any  one  of  them  would  accentuate  in  a 
high  degree  those  border  difficulties  from 
whioh  it  is  the  object  of  every  Indian 
administrator  to  free  himself  as  far  as 
posaible.  Any  one  of  them  would  cause 
considerable  unrest  in  Nepal,  Bhutan,  and 
Sikkim ;  and  I  cannot  imagine  anything 
that  would  be  l^s  desirable  than  that,  in 
any  portion  of  the  Chinese  Brnpire  which 
abuts  on  British  territory,  we  should  be 
exposed  to  those  negotiations  through 
a  more  or  less  inanimate  third  party 
whioh  have  so  far  occupied  the  diplomatic 
mind  of  Europe  in  some  other  portions  of 
the  Chinese  Empire .  during  the  last  few 
years. 

Therefore,  a  point  arrived,  in 
February  of  last  year,  when  my  pre- 
decessor intimated  to  the  Viceroy  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment, everything  having  been  tried  in  the 
way  of  patience  and  conciliation  without 
effect  it  was  now  desirable  to  advance  the 
Mission  to  Ehambajong,  and  there  en- 
deavour to  carry  out  the  negotiations 
which  we  could  not  carry  out  within  our 
own  frontier.  That  advance  was  origin- 
ally agreed  to  by  the  Chinese  Governnaent 
on  19th  July.  The  Chinese  Government 
accepted  EhambajoDg,  and  the  Dalai 
Lama  named  two  delegates  and  sent 
credentials  to  enable  them  to  meet  the 
British  delegates.  On  13th  August,  after 
further  negotiations,  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment acknowledged  warmly  the  desira- 
bility of  a  meeting  of  delegates,  which 
would  be  proceeded  with  at  once.  I 
think  His  Majesty's  Government  after 
that  had  real  reason  for  complaint  over 
the  very  ridiculous  position  in  which  our 
delegates  were  put  at  Khambajong.  The 
Chinese  Government  had  accepted 
the  meeting  and  directed  the  Dalai 
Lama,  as  suzerain,  to  send  delegates. 
He  sent  delegates,  and  the  Chinese  repre- 
4Bentative  started  early  in  December,  1902. 
He  was  within  Chinese  territory  in  July. 
The  British  officer  who  was  with  him  in 
Chinese  territory  in  June  was  at  Colonel 
Younghusband's  camp  at  Khambajong 
in  July.  The  C9iinese  A.mban,  whether 
from  his  own  fault,  or,  as  there  is  reason 


to  think  was  the  case,  from  being  dedayed 
by  being  refused  transport  by  the  Dalai 
Lama,  having  started  in  December,  1902, 
reached  Lhasa  in  February  of  this  year. 
We  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  advance  of  Colonel 
Younghusbind  to  Gyangtse,  th«»  Chines  3 
Araban  would  still  be  pursuing  his  jour- 
ney. On  the  other  hand,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Dalai  Lama  turned  up  with 
unfailing  precision  at  the  moment  they 
were  expected.  They  had  credentials  and 
they  presented  them,  but,  having  paid  a 
formal  visit  and  received  a  visit  in  return, 
they  declared  that  they  were  not  there  as 
Chinese  envoys  in  any  shape  or  way  and 
that  the>  woukl  take  no  messages  what- 
ever to  the  Dalai  Lama.  They  shut 
themselves  up,  and  further  proceedings 
were  indefinitely  postpDned,  In  serious 
matters  of  this  kind  it  is  necessary  for  a 
Power  to  prove  that  ita  earnestness  is  not 
to  be  mistaken  or  trifled  with  in  such  a 
fashion.  The  Government,  who  were 
adverse  to  any  advance,  found  that  the 
position  was  getting  worse  instead  of 
better.  The  Tibetan  people  showed  them- 
selves friendly  and  anxious  to  sell  sup- 
plies, and  declared  that  they  would  co- 
operate in  every  respect,  but  the  Tibetan 
Government  used  force  and  prevented  the 
provision  of  supplies  or  any  intercourse 
with  the  people  of  the  country.  In  the 
meanwhile  two  British  subjects  were 
arrested  andimprisoned  at  Gyangtse,anda 
request  to  release  them  met  with  a  refusal. 
The  circumstances  therefore  pointed  to 
its  being  absolutely  necessary,  il  any 
answer  was  to  be  obtained  at  all  to  the 
numerou<9  representations  which  had  been 
made,  that  further  steps  should  be  taken. 
The  Government  of  India  most  clearly 
showed  the  necessity  of  advancing  to 
Gyangtse.  His  Majesty's  Government 
considered  that  question;  and  on  1st, 
October  while  my  noble  friend  was  still 
Secretary  of  State,  a  message  was  sent 
authorising  an  advance  to  Gyangtse,  if 
negotiations  were  broken  off.  On 
6th  November  a  further  telegram  was  sent 
actually  authorising  the  advance,  but 
strictly  limiting  the  objects  for  which  we 
were  going  to  make  the  advance.  Those 
objects  were  to  obtam  by  negotiations 
satisfaction  for  the  past,  and  a  modus 
Vivendi  for  the  future.  I  think  it  is  con- 
clusively shown  that,  reluctant  as  we 
might  be  to  take  strong  measures,  it  was 
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absolutely  necessary  for  both  of  these 
objects  that  some  measures  should  be 
taken.  I  do  not  think  thaf  I  could  ex- 
press the  state  of  things  better  than  it 
was  expressed  by  the  Grovemment  of 
India  in  the  despatch  written  in  Novem- 
ber last,  to  which  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
opposite  thought  we  ought  to  have  sent 
an  answer.  Their  statement  was  that  it 
was  necessary  to  impress  the  Tibetan 
Government  with  a  sense  of  our  earnest- 
ness in  these  negotiations,  and  of  our 
power  to  carry  them  through ;  that  we 
had  no  quarrel  whatever  with  the 
Tibetans,  and  no  desire  to  occupy  their 
country — and  we  have  no  such  aesire — 
that  we  had  no  wish  to  establish  a  per- 
manent mission  in  Tibet — and  we  have 
no  wish  to  do  so.  For  fourteen  years  we 
have  had  to  acquiesce  in  the  denial  of  all 
those  relations  which  exist  between  other 
civilised  States  or  other  neighbouring 
States  in  Asia,  and  last  year,  in  addition 
to  that,  our  accredited  representatives 
were  met  by  accredited  representatives 
from  the  other  side,  who  were  not  will- 
ing to  do  business  with  them.  They  have 
arrested  two  of  our  subjects,  who  are  still 
not  released.  They  made  an  attack  on 
the  transport  supplied  to  us  by  Nepal. 
If  we  are  to  retain  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Nepal,  of  the  people  of  Sikkim,  of 
all  those  who  cannot  move  without  our 
authority,  if  we  are  to  preserve  our  own 
authority  and  avoid  a  recurrence  of  these 
continual  disputes,  a  settlement  must  be 
arrived  at.  That,  and  that  only,  is  the 
object  of  our  undertaking. 

I  have  said,  and  I  believe  it  would  not  be 
contested  from  the  Blue-book,  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  have  throughout 
shown  the  greatest  reluctance  to  embark 
on  any  mission  or  expedition  outside  the 
frontiers  of  India.  Nobody  who  has  read 
the  Blue-book  could  doubt  that.  But  I 
have  seen  it  suggested  in  various  quarters 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  have  beep 
impelled  forward  and  unduly  hurried  into 
action  by  the  acquisitiveness  of  the 
Viceroy.  Tjie  period  of  office  of  the 
present  Viceroy  has  already  exceeded  the 
ordinary  period.  He  has  been,  I  think, 
five  years  and  four'months  in  the  country. 
If  it  is  to  be  alleged  against  Lord  Curzon 
that  he  has  in  any  respect  shown  a  desire 
for  expeditions,  for  foreign  entanglements, 
for  incitement  to  trouble  in  regard  to  our 

Mr,  Broilrick. 


neighbours,  for  the  undue  assertion  of 
British  interests  at  the  expense  of  neigh- 
'  bouring  States,  I  thifik  that  the  record  of 
the  last  five  years  with  regard  to  expedi- 
tions on  the  Indian  frontier,  or  beyond  it,, 
should  be  realised  in  I<ord  Curxon's 
favour.  Dealing  as  we  do  with  a  num- 
ber of  tribes,  who  aie  not  directly  under 
the  control  of  their  rulers,  on  our  frontier,, 
and  with  States  which  are  themselves  not 
ruled  with  anything  like  European  aoour- 
acy  or  consideration,  it  is  inevitable  that 
there  should  be  from  time  to  time  small 
expeditions.  It  is  also  inevitable  that  at- 
times  there  should  be  danger  of  much 
larger  entanglements  on  the  frontiers  of 
India.  I  look  back  on  the  last  four 
Viceroys.  During  Lord  DuSerin's  period 
of  office,  from  1884  to  1889,  there  were  five 
considerable  expeditions,  including  the 
annexation  of  Burma,  and  43,500  troops 
were  engaged  on  them.  During  the 
period  of  office  of  his  successor 
there  were  seven  expeditions,  none 
of  them  of  great  magnitude,  but  involv- 
ing the  employment  of  36,200  troops.. 
During  Lord  Elgin's  five  years  of  office 
there  were  nine  such  expeditions,  includ- 
ing the  Tirah  expedition,  on  which  34,000 
troops  were  engaged,  and  Chitral,  oa 
which  19,000  troops  were  engaged.  In 
all,  87,000  troops  were  employed  during 
his  period  of  office.  With  regard  to 
Lord  Curzon,  in  the  first  yenr  of  hia 
period  of  office  there  was  no  such  ex- 
pedition, in  the  second  year  there  waa 
none,  in  the  third  year  there  were  twe 
small  expeditions,  and  in  1902  another 
small  expedition.  The  whole  of  the 
troops  engaged  in  these  expeditions,  one 
of  which  was  merely  a  blockade,  were  a 
little  over  9,000  men.  I  believe  that 
that  result  is  largely  due,  not  merely  to 
a  determination  to  avoid  trouble  of  that 
kind  and  consolidate  resources  at  home» 
but  to  the  frontier  policy  which  Lord 
Curzon  instituted  and  which  he  himself 
described  in  a  speech  the  other  day  as  a. 
policy  of  miUtary  concentration  a& 
against  diffusion  and  of  tribal  concilia- 
tion in  place  of  exasperation.  This  ia 
not  the  place,  nor  is  it  the  time,  for  me 
to  attempt  any  appreciation  of  ^  Lord 
Curzon's  career  as  Governor-General  of 
India. 

Mb..  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.), 
who  was  received  with  Ministerial  cries  of 
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^*  Order,'*  said  that  by  a  Rule  of  the  House 
l^eywere  not  allowed,  except  on  a  special 
Motion,  to  criticise  the  Viceroy.  Having 
z^^ard  to  that,  he  did  not  think  that  the 
Appreciation  of  him  which  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  was  about  to  give,  and  which 
did  not  come  within  the  terms  of  the 
Motion,  should  be  allowed. 

♦The  DBPUTY-SPEAKER:  It  is 
perfectly  open  to  the  hon.  Member  to 
criticise  the  policy  of  the  Viceroy  of 
India. 

Mb.  BRODRICK  :  I  was  going  to  say 
l^iat  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  House  with  any  appreciation  of 
the  general  policy  of  Lord  Curzon;  but 
I  do  say  that  while,  during  the  five  years 
in  which  he  has  controlled  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  almost  every  department 
of  that  Government  has  been  overhauled 
snd  reformed  by  the  immense  labour  and 
knowledge  which  he  has  brought  to  bear 
opon  his  work;  while  he  has  shown  an 
imquenchable  desire  for  justice  in  his 
^ministration  in  India,  he  has  also 
shown  as  full  a  regard — and  a  fuller 
regard  than  would  have  been  expected 
of  any  man  so  strongly  imbued  with 
Impenal  instincts — for  peace  on  the 
frontiers  of  India.  It  is  in  these  circum- 
stances that  we  have  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment to  ask  for  authority  for  the  military 
operations,  if  military  operations  they 
be  called,  which  may  be  entailed  upon 
the  Mission  and  the  force  supporting  the 
Mission.  In  asking  for  this  we  do  not 
desiie  to  diverge  in  any  degree  from  the 
policy  of  patience  and  conciliation  which 
we  have  pursued  in  the  past,  and  which 
we  desire  again  to  pursue,  but  we  ask 
lor  it  because  we  are  conscious  that  that 
policy,  as  interpreted  to  the  Tibetans, 
has  failed  to  secure  its  object,  which  is 
iht  removal  of  the  questions  which 
have  caused  difficulty  in  the  past. 
it  is  because  we  found  that  the  suzerain 
Power  was  unable  to  obtain  for  us  that 
consideration,  or  even  that  actual  ex- 
change of  views  between  us  and  Tibet, 
which  even  the  suzerain  Power  desired 
to  enforce.  It  is  because  we  found  that 
the  Tibetans  mistook  patience  for  weak- 
jiess,  and  conciliation  for  want  of  power. 
As  I  said  at  the  beginning  of  my  speech, 
I  do  not  for  a  moment  wish  to  say  any- 
thing which   would  cause  the  smallest 


feeling  between  this  country  and  Russia 
with  regard  to  these  operations ;  but  the 
Blue-book  teems  with  admissions,  not  of 
what  Russia  proposed  to  do,  but  of  what 
the  Tibetans  were  under  the 'impression 
bhey  would  obtain  from  the  Russian 
(Government  in  the  way  of  support 
against  the  legitimate  demands  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  It  is  absolutely 
important,  if  we  lay  down  that  any 
Power  is  to  be  dominant  in  Tibe  t,  that 
that  Power  must  be  the  British ;  that  that 
should  be  known  to  those  chiefly  con- 
cerned— namely,  the  Tibetans  them- 
selves; and  that  it  should  be  realised 
that  in  regard  to  all  the  ordinary  com- 
merce of  nations — questions  of  boundary, 
questions  of  demarcation,  and  questions 
of  trade — that  consideration  which  is  due 
to  a  pacific,  but  at  the  same  time  powerful, 
neighbour  must  be  allowed  to  the  British 
Government  as  it  would  be  to  any  other 
nation.  I  think  that  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves  that,  despite  the  episode  of 
31st  March,  our  Mission  has  now  reached 
Gyangtse,  a  place  where,  being  on  one  of 
the  main  trade  routes  in  Tibet,  it  is 
likely  that  the  delegates  who  aie  now 
accredited  will  be  allowed  to  treat  with 
our  Mission.  That  being  so,  I  trust  the 
time  may  ^ot  be  far  distant  when  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  will  be  entered 
upon.  His  Majesty's  Government  ad- 
here to  the  policy  laid  down  in  the 
various  despatches  to  the  Indian  (Govern- 
ment. We  ask  for  no  more  than  a  fair 
adjustment  of  the  subjects  of  difEerence 
between  us,  and  we  ask  also  for  some 
machinery  which  will  enable  us  to 
address  representations  to  the  authorities 
of  Tibet  such  as  nations  address  to  each 
other.  In  so  doing,  with  the  support  of 
this  House,  we  shall,  I  think,  have  taken- 
a  long  step,  by  timely  agreement,  to 
secure  for  many  years  to  come  the  peace- 
ful condition  of  the  north-east  frontier  of 
India. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  this  House  consents  to  the 
revenue  of  India  being  applied  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  any  Military  Opera- 
tions which  have  or  may  become  necessary 
beyond  the  frontiers  of  His  Majesty's 
Indian  Possessions,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  Political  Mission  which 
has  been  despatched  to  the  Tibetan 
Government."-  {Mu  Seaetary  Brodrick.) 
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Sib  H.   CAMPBELL -BANNERlfAN 

(Stirling  Burghs) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  happily  able  to  make  one  an- 
nouncement to  the  House  which  will  be 
received  with  satisfaction  in  every  part  of 
it — ^namely,  that  this  mysterious  Mission 
— as   to  which  we  have  had  very  Uttle 
information  so  far  as  its  definite  ultimate 
object  is  concerned — has  reached  with- 
out the  further  shedding  of  blood,   or 
opposition,    the    point    to    which    the 
Government  have  authorised  it  to  go. 
But  the  right  hon.    Gentleman,  I    am 
sorry  to  say,  failed  altogether  to  tell  us 
that  which  we  require  to  know  before 
we  can  assent  to  this  Motion — namely, 
what    is  the  immediate  definite  policy 
of    the    Government    in    the    matter. 
Does    the    short    despatch.     No.    132 
in    the    Blue-book,  express   the   policy 
which     is     to     be     pursued     by    the 
Government?      Of    one    thing    we   are 
certain,  and  that  is  that  that  despatch 
does  not  express  or  convey  the  policy 
approved  and  suggested  by  Lord  Curzon. 
It  IS  in  distinct  conflict  with  that  poUcy 
in  many  most  important  particulars;  and 
what  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
country  are  entitled  to  know  is  which  ia 
to  be  the  master,  the  Imperial  Government 
or  the  Viceroy  of  India.    The  right  hem. 
Gentleman  indulged  in  a  long  encomium  of 
Lord  Curzon ;  and  there  is  much  in  what 
he  said  that  will  attract  our  approval. 
There  is  no  question  of  the  industry,  the 
knowledge,  and  the  capacity  in  all  respects  ; 
that  Lord  Curzon  has  shown.     But  1 1 
think  no  one  can  read  this  Blue-book  , 
without  seeing  that  Lord  Curzon,  at  all ' 
events    in     his     despatches,    is     often  | 
too  apt  to  be  led  away  by  his  rhetorical . 
powers,  a  failing  which  we  have  found  in  I 
other  parts  of  the  Empire  also.     Lord  | 
Curzon  exaggerates,  for  the  purpose  of 
what  he  may  consider  a  great  stroke  of  I 
policy,  events   of   comparatively   small 
importance ;   he  sometimes  trenches  very  ! 
nearly  upon  very  delicate  ground,  and  he  ' 
uses  phrases  which   may  have  an   evil 
effect  on   the  relations  of  this  country  | 
with  some  of  our  neighbours.    It  is  from  i 
this  point  of  view  that  I  wish  to  examine  i 
the    position    of     affairs.      The    right  ^ 
hon.     Gentleman     has    said     for     one ; 
thing    that   we    had    no    quarrel  with  \ 
the  people  of  Tibet,  that  the  people  of  ' 
Tibet  were  not  the  soime  as  the  Govern- 1 
roent  of   Tibet.       I  have  known  other  I 


countries  of  which  an  obssrvation  of  that 
kind  can  be  truly  made.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  spoke  of  the  poor  villagers 
of  Tibet  who  had  abandoned  their  homes 
and  fled  to  places  of  comparative  security 
because  of  the  heavy  demands  of  their 
own  (Government.  Here,  again,  we  have 
a  somewhat  familiar  picture. 

Mr.  BRODRICE  :  The  language  was 
not  mine ;  it  was  a  quotation  from  the 
telegram. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
That  does  not  interfere  with  the  truth  of 
the  analogy.  Let  us  consider  the  ques- 
tions which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
brought  forward  as  being  the  dreadful 
cause  and  origin  of  all  this  difficulty. 
There  is  the  question  of  pasturage.  We 
are  told  that  sometimes  the  sheep  trespass 
on  the  Sikkim  side,  and  that  sometimes 
the  sheep  from  the  Sikkim  side  find  them- 
selves on  the  other  side.  Really,  to  say 
that  we  are  to  undergo  all  this  cost,  this 
difficulty,  and  this  danger  to  dur  relations 
with  other  people  on  any  such  account  is 
ridiculous.  Then  some  demarcation 
pillaiB  have  been  removed.  But  the 
Viceioy  of  India  at  the  time  they  were 
pulled  down  told  us  that  he  was  satisfied 
it  was  not  done  by  any  official  authority. 
In  that  wild  country  with  no  policeman  on 
the  beat  to  take  care  that  the  pillars  are 
not  interfered  with,  one  may  readily 
imagine  that  a  new  and  conspicuous 
pillar  would  attract  the  attention,  and 
possibly  the  antipathy,  of  some  of  the 
simple-minded  herdsmen.  Then  there 
has  been  the  difficulty  of  compelling  the 
Tibetans  to  trade.  A  mart  has  been 
opened;  but,  although  the  water  isthere^ 
the  horses  will  not  come  to  drink,  and 
that  is  made  a  ground  of  complaint.  The 
Tibetans  have  been  for  centuries  a  veiy 
exclusive  people.  They  are  a  protective 
people,  and  like  to  keep  other  ^people  and 
other  people's  goods  out  oi  their  countiy • 
They  are  not  enamoured  of  aliens.  Theire*^ 
fore  to  open  up  avenues  of  trade  is  not  all 
that  is  requir^  to  make  people  come  and 
trade  with  you;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot 
imagine  any^ng  less  likely  to  conduce 
to  that  purpose  than  an  invasion  of  the 
country  and  the  slaughter  of  hundreds  of 
its  inhstbitants.  We  are  also  told  that 
letters  have  been  sent  to  the  Dalai  Lama. 
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and  that  they  have  been  returned  un*  ' 
opened.  But  why  we^e  they  returned  ?  j 
Because  they  should  have  been  addressed  \ 
to  the  suzerain  Power.  T  notice  that  i 
the  suzerainty  of  China  over  Tibet  is 
difierently  spoken  of  according  to  the  I 
purpose  for  which  it  is  referred  to.  The  , 
noble  Lord  the  late  Secretary  for  India 
said — 

**  Strong  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  would  be  viewed  with  muoh  dis- 
quietude and  suspicion,  and  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  Tibet  is  politically  subordinate  to 
China.** 

But  then  Lord  Curzon  says — 

"  We  regard  the  so-called  suserainty  of  China 
oyer  Tibet  as  a  constitutional  fiction,  a 
political  afifectation  *' — 

there  is  the  rhetoric  coming  in — 

**  which  has  only  been  maintained  because  of 
its  convenience  to  both  parties." 

And  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
A&irs  adopts  the  view  that  the  Chinese 
Government  are  a  broken  reed  to  lean 
upon  in  this  respect. 


Lord  Curzon  says — 

t*  China  is  always  ready  to  break  down  the 
barriers  of  ignorance  and  obstruction,  and  to 
open  Tibet  to  the  civilising  influenoes  of  trade, 
bat  her  pious  wishes  are  defeated  by  the 
shortsighted  stapidity  of  the  Lama. 

in  the  same  way  Tibet  is  only  too  anxious 
to  meet  our  advances,  but  she  is  prevented 
from  doing  so  by  the  despotic  action  of  the 
suzerain.'*  « 

Lord  Lansdowne  endorses  that  as  a 
perfectly  accurate  account  of  the  value 
for  all  practical  purposes  of  the  suzerainty 
of  China  when  you  come  to  attempt  to 
make  it  the  basis  for  dealing  with  Tibet. 
If  is  not  discreet  or  wise  to  use  con- 
temptuous language  of  that  kind  of  those 
two  Powers,  one  great  and  one  small, 
with  whom  we  are  endeavouring  to  put 
ourselves  on  good  relations ;  ana,  above 
all,  I  do  not  think  that  the  use  of  such 
language,  as  well  as  the  whole  action  of 
the  Government  in  tiiis  matter,  has  been 
at  all  likely  to  strengthen  our  position — 
away  from  India  altogether — ^in  another 
quarter  of  the  world,  where  the  integrity 
of  China  and  the  goodwill  of  China  are 
after  all  of  some  value  to  this  country. 
But  I  was  ffoing  oyer  the  grievances ; 
there  were  also  two  British  subjects  who 
were  said  to  have  been  tortured   and 


killed.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  (gentleman 
whether  he  knows  what  has  become  of 
those  two  British  subjects.  As  he  said 
they  were  lying  in  prison  I  presume  that 
the  worst,  at  any  rate,  that  was  said  of 
them  is  not  true.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, leaving  these  things  and  turning 
to  Russia,  says  that  Russia,  to  put  it 
plainly,  has  been  coquetting  with  Tibet ; 
and  Lord  Curzon,  in  summing  up,  as  he 
thinks,  the  necessities  of  the  case,  says 
our  interests  are  seriously  imperilled  by 
the  absolute  breakdown  of  the  treaty 
arrangements  hitherto  made  through  the 
medium  of  China  by  the  obstructive 
inertia  of  the  Tibetans  themselves,  and 
still  more  by  arrangements  freshly  con- 
cluded with  another  great  Power  to  our 
detriment.  Now  we  are  entitled  to  ask,. 
i  Does  His  Majesty's  Government  endorse 
I  that  ?  Do  the  Government  accept  that 
!  which  is  put  forward  here  in  some  sort  of 
I  crescendo  scale  among  the  grievancea 
i  supposed  to  be  behind  the  action  of  the 
Indian  Government  in  this  matter  ?  I 
should  hardly  think  the  Government  do, 
because  I  find  that  Lord  Lansdowne 
accepted  the  assurances  of  the  Russian 
Government  —  assurances  which  really 
might  be  supposed  to  be  hardly  necessary 
by  anyone  who  reads  Mr.  Sven  Hedin'a 
account  of  his  travels  through  Russian 
Mongolia  down  into  Tibet ;  and  here  ia 
Lord  Lansdowne  meeting  the  Russian 
Ambassador  on  17th  November  last  and 
expressing  astonishment,  almost  indigna* 
tion,  at  the  effect  which  the  advance  of 
the  Mission  had  made  in  Russia.  He 
said — 

"I  expressed  my  great  surprise  at  the  ex< 
citement  whioh  the  announcement  seemed  to 
have  created.  I  had,  I  said,  already  pointed 
out  to  his  Excellency  that  Tibet  Was,  on  tho 
one  hand,  in  cloee  geographical  connection  with 
India,  and.  on  the  other,  tar  remote  from  any  of 
Russia's  Asiatic  possessions.  Our  interest  in 
Tibetan  affairs  was  therefore  whoUy  different 
from  any  which  Russia  could  have  in  them.'' 

That  is  the  view  which  Lord  Lansdowne 
takes;  and  therefore,  I  ask.  Is  it  the 
opinion  of  His  Majesty's  (Government,  as 
is  stated  by  Lord  Curzon,  that  the 
Russian  Government  have  established  re- 
lations with  the  Tibetan  Government 
which  are  intended  to  be  to  our  detriment  t 
We  want  to  know  what  the  poHcy  of  the 
Government  is.  The  policy  of  Lord 
Curzon,  which  evidently  broke  down 
the  scruples  and  hesitations  of  the  homn 
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Qovemment,  is  fully  explained  in  the  I  that  is  the  place  where  the  Mission  has 
Blue-hook —  t  arrived  at. 


"We  do  not  think  it  possible  thai  the 
Tibetan  Qoyemment-  whioh  we  dissociate  en- 
tirely from  the  Tibetan  people —should  be 
allowed  to  ignore  its  treaty  obligations,  to 
thwart  trade,  to  encroach  upon  our  territory, 
to  destroy  our  border  pillars,  and  to  refuse  even 
to  receive  our  communications.  Still  less  do 
we  think  that,  when  at  last  an  amicable 
arrangement  has  been  arranged  for  the  settle- 
ment of  these  difficulties,  we  should  acquiesce 
in  our  Mission  being  boycotted  by  the  very 
persons  who  have  been  deputed  to  meet  it,  our 
officers  insulted,  our  subjects  arrested  and  ill- 
used,  and  our  authority  despised  by  a  petty 
Power  which  only  mistakes  our  forbearance  for 
•weakness,  and  which  thinks  that  by  an  attitude 
«of  obdurate  inertia  it  can  once  again  compel  us, 
;as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  to  desist  from  our 
intentions.  We  have  already  had  to  pay  a 
heavy  penalty  for  past  mistakes  in  this  respect." 

jand  ag»in — 

^*Our  proposal,  therefore,  is  that,  assuming 
it  to  be  decided  by  His  Majesty's  Government  to 
respond  in  a  favourable  iense  to  the  overtures 
of  the  Wai-wu-pu,  the  Chinese  Government 
shall  be  informed  that  we  can  undertake  the 
:  negotiations  nowhere  else  than  at  Lhasa,  and 
that  a  British  commercial  mission  will  stjirt  for 
that  place  at  a  suitable  date  in  the  forthcoming 
•spring,  there  to  meet  the  Chinese  Resident  and 
:a  duly-appointed  high  official  of  the  Tibetan 
4  Government.  We  propose  tha  t  the  negotia  tions 
should  cover  not  merely  tl^e  small  question  of 
the  Sikkim  frontier,  but  those  others  of  which 
(I  have  been  speaking,*' 

and  he  speaks  in  one  place,  as  the 
culmination  of  the  whole  policy,  of  the 
estahlishment  of  a  permanent  agent  in 
Lhasa. 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  (Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  read  from  loid  Curzon's  despatch, 
will  he  read  the  Government's  reply  ? 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELLBANNERMAN*: 
I  am  going  to.    Lord  Curzon  speaks  of 

.our  having  had  experience  of  the  like 
kind  before,  and  the  consequences.  We 
have  had  experience  before,  and  the 
associations  connected  with  the  name  of 
Cavignari  do  not  seem  to  invite  us  to 
undertake  a  similar  policy  again.  Here 
is  the  reply  of  the  Government,  dated 

•6th  November,  1903— 

"In    view   of    the  recent    conduct  of   the 

'  Tibetans,  His  Majesty^s  Government  feel  that 

it  would  be  impossible  not  to  take  action,  and 

they  accordingly  sanction  the  advance  of  the 

,  Mission  to  Gyangtse.*' 

Sir  H,  CampbelUBanneifnan. 


**  They,  are,  however,  deariy  of  opinion  that 
this  step  should  not  be  allowed  to  lead  to  occn. 
pation  or  to  permanent  interventicm  in  Tibetan 
affairs  in  any  form." 

a  satisfactory  and  sweeping  statement. 

"Hie  advance  should  be  made  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  obtaining  satisfaction,  and  as  soon 
as  reparation  is  obtained  a  withdrawal  should 
be  effected.  While  His  Majesty's  Government 
consider  the  proposed  action  to  be  necessary, 
they  are  not  prepared  to  establish  a  permanent 
Mission  in  Tibet,  and  the  question  of  enforcing 
trade  facilities  in  that  country  must  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  the  decision  conveyed  in 
this  telegram.*' 

The  concluding  words  leave  me  iu  some 
doubt,  but  that  is  the  policy,  I  presume, 
of  the  Government  to-day.  The  House 
will  see  that  it  is  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  policy  of  the  Viceroy.  That  is 
the  crucial  point.  To  Gyangtee  and  no 
j  further,  no  further  interference  in  the 
affairs  of  Tibet,  and  no  Resident  in 
Lhasa.  Lord  Curzon,  on  the  other  hand, 
wishes  to  review  the  entire  question  of 
our  future  relations,  commercial  and 
otherwise,  with  Tibet.  And*'  otherwise  " 
is  rather  a  wide  word ;  but  I  think  that 
that  leaves  us  in  a  position  to  doubt 
which  is  the  stronger  of  the  two,  which 
is  the  more  powerful  magnet  —  the 
Government  of  the  King  in  this  country  or 
Lord  CurzoD  and  his  Government  in 
India. 

I  think  that  in  all  the  circumstances, 
as  we  desire  to  see  this  Mission  safely 
withdrawn  from  the  position  in  which  it 
has  been  placed  with  as  little  difficulty 
I  as  possible,  perhaps  this  Motion  might  be 
qualified  by  some  such  words  as  these — 
I  it  is  a  mere  suggestion  which  I  throw 
I  out,  because  we  have  so  little  time  to 
I  consider  this  matter : — *'  That  this  House 
I  consents  to  the  charges  for  the  armed 
escort  accompan3ring  the  political  Mission 
in  Tibet  being  defrayed  from  the  revenues 
of  the  Government  of  India^  subject  to 
the  undertaking  given  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  their  despatch  of    6th 
November,    1903."    Or  you  might  say 
more  explicitly,  "  subject  to  the  under- 
taking    given       by     His       Biajesty's 
Government    that    so    soon    as    satis- 
faction has   been  obtained  for  specific 
infractions  of  the  convention  the  expedi- 
tion will  thereupon  be  withdrawn  from 
Tibetan  territory."    I  can  assure  hon. 
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and  right  hon.  Grentlemen  opposite  that 
we  do  not  wish  to  do  an3rthing  whioh  will 
either  endanger  the  Mission  or  the  escort, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  dimini^  the 
dignity  and  authority  of  the  Indian 
Government  and  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment in  that  quarter  of  the  world. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  disapprove  of  the  ; 
whole  expedition,  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
it;  bnt,  as  it  has  been  sent,  and 
as  it  has  advanced  to  this  point,  it 
would  be  desirable,  in  the  least  difficult 
and  most  effective  way,  to  withdraw  it 
without  damage  from  the  position  in 
wh'ch  it  has  been  placed.  Therefore,  1 
hope  that  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
some  snch  words  as  these  will  be  adopted. 
While  they  would  secure  the  safety  of  the 
Blission  and  secnre  our  Empire  from  any 
damage  on  account  of  its  position,  they 
would,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  guarantee 
and  pledge,  not  to  this  House  and  the 
country  only,  but  to  the  great  States 
which  we  have  brought  into  the  matter, 
or  are  interested  necessarily  in  the  matter  i 
— Russia  and  China— that  the  under- 
takings of  the  Government  were  seriously 
given  and  were  meant  to  be  fully  I 
discharged. 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :    I  do 
not    think    the   right    hon.    Grentleman 
who    has  just    sat   down    has  realised  i 
the     nature    of    the    difficulties    with 
which    Lord    Curzon    and    the  Indian 
Government  have  for  some  years  had  to 
deal  in  connection  with  the  action  of 
Tibet.     It  is  easy  to  say  in  this  House,  ' 
''  It  is  only  a   matter  of  a  few  sheep 
straying  over  the  border,  a  few  pillars  | 
being  knocked  down,  and  one  or  two ' 
persons  being  imprisoned,  and  of  letters 
being  return^."    The  right  hon.  Gentle*  \ 
man  and  those  who  acted  with  him  are,  I 
I    suppose,    in    favour    of    the    main- 
tenance of    peace,  not    only,  in    Tibet, 
but  throughout  the  world.    What  is  the 
foundation     of    peace    throughout  the 
world  ?   Is  it  not  the  observance  and 
maintenance  of  treaties  \  If  Tibet,  because 
she  is  a  weak  and  impotent  country,  is 
allowed  deliberately  to  snap  her  fingers 
at  us  and  refuse  to  fulfil  conditions  into  < 
which  she  had  entered,  and  we  were  to  I 
tolerate  such  conduct,  are  there  not  many  ; 
other  nations  more  powerful  than  Tibet  i 
who  might  be  enoouraged  to  follow  her  ! 
example?  The  gravity  of  the  situation  is  , 
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that  Tibet  has  wiUuUy  and  deliberately 
for  nearly  ten  years  past  ignored  and 
repudiated  a  treaty  which,  with  the 
utmost  deliberation,  was  entered  into  on 
her  behalf  by  the  suzerain  Power,  the 
Gk>vernment  of  China.  It  is  quite  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  people  of 
Tibet  have  always  been  an  exclusive 
people.  On  the  contrary,  our  relations 
with  Tibet  in  the  time  of  Warren  Hastings 
were  satisfactory.  Littie  by  little  the 
Tibetans  have  adopted  a  more  exclusive 
poUcy,  acting  under  the  influence  of  a 
certain  clerical  sect  at  Lhasa,  and  about 
thirteai  years  ago -the  position  became 
rather  serious.  It  was  impossible  to 
allow  Tibet  to  go  on  violating  our 
territory  and  ii^cting  injuries  on 
our  subjects,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
send  an  expedition  there.  The  result 
was  that  an  armed  collision  took 
place  and  the  Tibetans  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  slaughter.  The 
Gk>vemment  of  India  were  most  anxious 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  en- 
counters, which  must  necessarily  degener- 
ate into  mere  slaughter  and  desired  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  Tibet  to  put  an 
end  to  these  disturbances.  With  great 
difficulty  they  induced  the  Chinese 
Government  to  agree  to  negotiate,  a 
treaty  was  made,  and  certain  points  were 
reserved.  Two  and  a  half  years  later 
these  reserved  points  were  settled,  and 
anybody  who  has  read  the  Blue-book 
will  see  that  the  Government  of  India 
made  concession  after  concession  to 
China  and  Tibet  in  order  to  come  to  a 
reasonable  and  fair  arrangement  with 
Tibet.  The  treaty  was  ratified  by  both 
parties,  and  from  that  day  to  this  the 
Tibetans  have  deliberately  ignored  its 
provisions.  The  Blue-book  shows  that 
the  Government  of  China  had  no  power 
to  compel  the  Tibetans  to  respect  the 
treaty  which  they  had,  on  their  behalf, 
entered  into.  What  was  to  be  done  ? 
Our  territory  was  not  seriously,  but 
constantly,  invaded,  the  pillars  which 
marked  the  boundary  were  thrown  down, 
our  trade  arrangements  were  absolutely  ig- 
nored, every  letter  of  expostulation  which 
the  Indian  Government  sent  to  the 
Tibetan  Government  was  returned  un- 
opened, and  the  messengers  who  conveyed 
those  letters  went  in  danger  of  their 
lives.  Was  such  a  state  of  things  to  be 
tolerated  ?    We  brought  pressure  to  bear 
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on  the  Chinese  Government,  and  it  was  i 
finally  agreed  that  there  was   to  be  a 
meeting  between  the  representatives  of  i 
the  Indian  Grovernment,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Chinese  Government,  and  the  { 
representatives  of  the  Tibetan  Gk>vem*  i 
ment,  and  they  met  at  a  certain  place. 
The  first  thing  that  the  representatives 
of  the  Tibetan  Government  did   when 
they  arrived  at  the  place  of  meeting  was  i 
to  shut  themselves  up  in  a  fort,  and  for  ' 
three  months  they  declined  to  hold  any 
communication    whatever      with       the  i 
Britbh    representatives.       We    cannot  \ 
withdraw   the  Mission.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  suggests  that  if  the  Govern-  i 
ment  would  give  a  guarantee  that  the 
Mission  is  to  be  withdrawn,  the   Oppo- 
sition   might  assent  to   the  Resolution  , 
which  is  before  the  House.       But   we  i 
cannot  withdraw  the  Mission;  we  must  I 
come  to  a   definite  arrangement    with  i 
Tibet. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  su^ested  that  the  Mission  should  be 
withdrawn  ''  as  soon  as  satisfaction  has  ; 
been  obtained  for  specific  infractions  of  i 
>he  convention." 

♦LoM)  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :     We 
want      something    more     than      that. 
We  want,  not   merely  satisfaction    for 
what   has  been  done,  not  merely  that 
reasonable     arrangements     should     be 
entered  into,  but  we   must  have  some 
guarantee  that  whatever   arrangements 
iire  entered   into   wiU  be  carried    out. 
Ihat  beinff  so,  I  think  the  Government 
have  acted  with  great  moderation.    Cer-  j 
tainly,  while  I  was  at  the  India  0£Bice 
I  think  we  perhaps  erred  on  the  side  of 
patience  and  forbearance.     I  am  not  at 
ail  sure  that  it  was  not  mistaken   for  i 
weakness.    On    the    very  day    that    I 
resigned  the  position  developed,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  take  a  forward  move ;  | 
and,  although  the  telegrams  which  went  | 
in  my  name  were  sent  subsequently  to  i 
my  resignation,  I    entirely  agree  with  ! 
their  purport.    I  should  have  suggested 
communications  of  that  kind  being  sent  | 
to  the  Indian  (}ovemment. 

I    quite   admit  that   some   incidents 
occurred    which    rather    added    to    the  t 
difficulty    and   embarrassment    of    the 
Indian  Government.    We    received    in- 
formation from  a   number  of   quarters 

Lo-d  George  Uamilton. 


widely  distant,  but  all  corroborative, 
that  there  were  underhand  negotiations 
going  on  between  the  Tibetan  Govern- 
ment and,  if  not  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, certain  persons  who  were  supposed 
to  represent  the  Russian  Government. 
I  have  never  been  one  of  those  who  have 
looked  with  great  jealousy  and  suspicion 
upon  the  advance  of  Russia  in  certain 
parts  of  Asia.  I  believe  that  Russia  has 
her  mission  just  as  we  have  in  Asia,  and 
that  there  is  room  in  Asia  for  the  legiti- 
mate extension  of  the  influence  of  both 
Empires.  But  if  there  is  one  spot  in 
Asia  which  is  absolutely  outside  the 
sphere  of  Russian  influence  it  is  llbet ; 
and  the  Russian  Ambassador,  authorised 
by  Count  Lamsdorff,  has  admitted  more 
than  once  that  it  is  outside  the  legitimate 
sphere  of  Russian  influence.  I  wish  it 
were  possible  to  come  to  some  arrange- 
ment with  Russia  as  regards  the  spheres 
in  which  Great  Britain  and  Russia  should 
respectively  exercise  their  influence  in 
Asia ;  but  I  confess  that  in  later  years 
my  hope  of  coming  to  such  an  agreement 
has  diminished.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult 
to  accept  without  reserve  the  assurances 
which  we  receive  from  Russian  high 
officials.  Whenever  Russia  has  entered 
into  a  convention  with  us  she  has,  so  far 
as  my  knowledge  goes,  honourably 
adhered  to  that  convention,  and  any  one 
of  the  statesmen  who  are  the  heads  of 
the  various  departments  of  the  Russian 
(Government  who  gives  an  assurance  to 
our  representatives  does  so  in  perfect 
good  faith.  B  ut  the  Russian  (}ovemm  ent 
is  curiously  constituted.  Its  members 
are  not  individuate  who  have  Cabinet 
responsibiUties.  Each  head  of  a  depart- 
ment is  responsible  only  to  the  Emperor, 
and  no  one  has  any  right  to  interfere  with 
or  even  to  know  what  is  going  on  outside 
his  own  department.  It  happens 
again  and  again  that  an  assurance  is 
given  by  the  Minister  of  one  de- 
partment of  which  the  Ministers  of 
other  departments  are  utterly  unaware. 
Now,  assume  for  a  minute  that  some 
irresponsible  agent  of  Russia  in  Lhasa 
hoisted  the  Russian  flag  there,  would  not 
the  position  become  very  difficult  ?  It  is 
easy  enough  'or  a  great  country  Uke 
Russia  to  undertake  not  to  hoist  her  flag ; 
but  if  one  of  her  officiate  does  hotet  it  it 
becomes  very  difficult  to  remove  it;  and, 
if  the  Russians  did  not  do  so,  the  Tibetans 
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would  suppose  that  they  had  the  support 
•of  the  whole  power  of  Russia,  and  then 
no  doubt  hon.  Ckntlemen  opposite,  if  such 
an  incident  occurred,  would  call  for 
^censure  on  our  (Government  for  being  so 
short-sighted  as  not  to  have  prevented 
such  a  contingency.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Indian  (Government,  very 
properly  I  think,  insisted  on  pushing 
forward  the  Mission  to  show  they  were  in 
tamest ;  and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
although  the  encounter  which  took  place 
the  other  day  and  resulted  in  heavy  loss 
to  the  Tibetans — and  which  might  also 
be  decribed  as  a  massacre  of  Tibetans — 
yet,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  extraordinary  courage  and  cool- 
ness of  our  officers  and  their  Sikh  escort, 
the  massacre  might  have  been  the  other 
way. 

Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  wants  an 
aasoxance  from  the  (rovemment  as  to  the 
limits  beyond  which  they  do  not  intend 
to  push  their  policy.  While  I  think  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  insist  upon  arriving  at 
a  reasonable  arrangement  and  to  obtain 
guarantees  from  the  Tibetan  Government, 
I  am  strongly  opposed  to  any  movement 
which  would  in  any  way  result  in  the 
annexation  of  any  portion  of  Tibet  or  of 
making  ourselves  responsible  for  any 
portion  of  the  administration  of 
that  country.  So  far  as  I  know, 
that  is  the  view  of  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Government ;  therefore, 
if  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  wants 
sach  an  assurance,  I  believe  he  can  get  it 
much  more  effectively  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Prime  Minister  than  by  an3rthing  em- 
bodied in  a  Resolution.  My  own  view  is 
we  have  quite  as  much  territory  in  Asia 
as  we  can  manage,  and,  although  it  may 
be  necessary  here  and  there  to  round  off 
our  fiontiers  and  possibly  to  extend  our 
political  influence,  it  must  always  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  extension  of 
territory  and  the  incorporation  of  it  in 
the  Empire  must  necessarily  involve  in- 
creased miUtary  establishments  and 
-expenditure.  There  is  no  reason  what- 
ever why  any  movement  of  that  kind 
should  take  place  in  regard  to  Tibet. 
The  Buddhibt  religion  is  not  aggressive, 
the  Tibetans  are  easily  governed,  and  the 
attitude  of  the  monkish  cHque  at  Lhasa 
is  not  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  population  of  Tibet. 


:  Hon.  Gentlemen  are  naturally  anxious  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  a  collision  between 
our    troops    and  the    Tibetans.      What 
would  be  the  most  effective  method  of 
I  bringing  about  their  desire  ?    By  unani- 
mously passing  this  Resolution.      If  it 
receives    the    unanimous   assent  of  the 
House,  and  if  it  is  associated  with  an 
,  undertaking  given  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
that    beyond     securing    a     reasonable 
arrangement  with  the  Tibet  Government 
there  is  no  intention  of  making  any  further 
forward  movement,  I  believe  the  Hou^e 
!  will  feel  it  has  done  a  good  afternoon's 
I  work.    We  shall  have  shown  the  world 
'  generally  that  we  decline  to  allow  any 
foreign  influence  to  enter  into  or  interfere 
I  with  Tibetan  affairs,  that  we  have  no  wish 
I  to  impose  any  heavy  penalty  upon  the 
:  Tibetans,  or  to  ask  them  to  enter  into  any 
i  arrangement  that  is  not  reasonable.    But 
for  this  we  must  contend.    I  hope  my 
I  suggestion  may  be  acted  upon,  ami  that 
I  when  the  Question  is  put  the  Government, 
I  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  will,  giving  the 
!  assurance  asked  for  as  to  the  Umitations 
of  their  policy,  will  receive  the  unanimou*^ 
vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.   LOUGH  {Islington,  W.)  said  he 
did  not  think  the  right  hon.  and  noble 
I  Lord  who  had  just  sat  down  had  really 
I  appreciated     the     position    of     affairs. 
I  Nothing  that  had  recently  occurred  had 
'  excited  such  a  profound  feeling  of  regret 
!  as  the  unfortunate  incident  reported  on 
(jrood  Friday  morning.  The  whole  country 
has  received   with   the   most   profound 
feeling    of    remorse    the    news    of    the 
slaughter  of  600  or  700  practically  un- 
armed men  by  disciplined  soldiers  armed 
with  the  most  modem  weapons  of  pre- 
cision.    In  regard  to  that  slaughter  the 
House  must  have  been  glad  to  hear  the 
views  of  the  right  hon.  and  noble  liord ; 
but  the  right  hon.  and  noble  Lord  had 
not  helped  the  case  of  the  Government 
very  much.     The  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion had  put  the  matter  very  plainly,  and 
they  were  all  greatly  indebted  to  him  for 
doing  so.     The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Stirling  Burghs  asked  the  question,  "  Are 
the  Government  still  bound  by  the  de- 
spatch of  6th  November,  1903,  in  which 
Lord  Cuizon  was  instructed  not  to  take 
any  steps  which  would  lead  to  the  occu- 
pation of  Tibet  or  permanent  intervention 
in  Tibetan  affairs  in  any  form  ? "    The  late 
E2 
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Secretary  for  India  had  justified  the 
Government  for  going  a  little  further  by 
a  reference  to  a  speech  by  liord  Lans- 
downe  in  which  he  said  that  the  Conven- 
tion of  1890  had  not  been  observed  by 
the  Tibetans.  The  hght  hon.  Grentleman 
admitted  that  that  convention  was  not 
complete  or  clear  and  that  the  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the 
Sazing  lands  in  Sikkim  had  been 
t  over  for  after  consideration. 
The  Tibetans  claimed  a  right  to 
these  grazing  lands  and  that  claim  had 
been  admitted  by  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment. That  had  not  been  snfficiently 
borne  in  mind.  There  was  another 
point — the  establishment  of  a  trading 
centre  to  which  the  Indian  merchants 
should  send  their  goods  to  be  exchanged 
for  Tibetan  produce — a  sort  of  free  port 
in  the  desert.  But  such  markets  were 
very  difficult  to  establish.  For  these 
two  reasons  it  was  not  very  easy,  for  the 
Tibetans'  to  observe  the  clauses  in  the 
convention  strictly.  A  third  point  was 
the  pulling  down  of  the  boundary  posts. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  when 
alluding  to  these  posts  suggested  that 
they  had  been  put  up  by  the  Indian 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  provoca- 
tion. What  took  place  was  that  when 
the  difficulties  about  the  grazing  lands 
in  Sikkim  were  constantly  recurring,  the 
Indian  Government  sent  a  Mission  to  go 
along  the  frontier  and,  as  a  means  of 
testing  the  question  of  the  boundary, 
to  set  up  a  series  of  pillars  to  shut  out 
the  Tibetans  from  the  grazing  lands. 
That  was  why  the  posts  were  pulled  down 
by  the  Tibetans.  These  were  the  trifling 
details  which  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion mentioned  as  the  only  grounds  for 
sending  an  armed  Mission  into  Tibet. 

But  a  new  ground  had  been  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  quoted 
the  very  expression  used  by  the  Viceroy 
of  India,  viz.,  that  ''arrangements  had 
been  freshly  concluded  by  the  Tibetans 
with  another  great  Power  to  our  detri- 
ment." Now,  was  it  because  Russia 
had  done  something  to  our  detriment 
or  was  it  because  of  a  frontier  difficulty 
that  this  armed  political  Mission  had 
been  sent  into  Tibet  ?  The  House  ought 
to  get  from  the  Government  full  informa- 
tion as  to  whether  we  were  inaugurating 
a  policy  against  a  great  European  Power. 

Mr.  Lowjh, 


Russia  was  now  engaged  in  a  very  seriouft 
war.  She  observed  a  very  correct  atti- 
tude when  this  country  was  at  war  a  few 
years  ago ;  and  therefore,  no  imputation 
should  be  made  regarding  her  conduct 
which  could  not  be  sustained.  There  was 
in  the  Blue-book  a  very  circumstantial 
account  of  the  visit  of  certain  Tibetans  to 
Russia.  They  appeared  to  have  been  a 
mysterious  body  of  Buddhists  who  went  to 
solicit  subscriptions  from  other  Buddhists 
in  Russia.  Then  the  attention  of  the 
Russian  Press  was  attracted  to  the  visit 
and  great  things  were  expected  from  it» 
The  Blue-book  contained  extracts  from 
the  Russian  Press  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  mission  carried  a  letter  from  th& 
Chief  Lama  to  a  RussiSin  official  stating: 
that  the  Dalai  Lama  was  well  and  hoping: 
that  the  official  to  whom  the  letter  was 
addressed  was  in  good  health  also.  The 
Foreign  Office  immediately  asked  the 
Russian  Ambassador  for  an  explanation ; 
and  was  informed  by  the  Russian  (Jovem* 
ment  that  the  mission  was  wholly  of  a 
religious  character.  There  was  no  sug- 
gestion that  the  Russian  €k)vemment 
had  any  interest  in  the  matter ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  Government  ought  to 
speak  with  greater  plainness  on  the  sub* 
ject.  Did  the  Government  accept  the 
statement  of  the  Russian  Government, 
and  also  Lord  Lansdowne's  statement, 
that  the  only  object  in  view  was 
the  rectification  of  the  frontier.  The 
military  character  of  the  enterprise  was 
to  be  deplored.  The  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  said,  What  else  could  be 
done  ?  The  Chinese  might  be  pressed  to 
secure  a  settlement  of  the  difficulty. 
Why  not  wait  a  year  or  two?  What 
was  the  use  cf  hurrying?  What  was  to 
be  gained  from  the  policy  that  was  being 
pursued  ?  It  all,  of  course,  depended  on 
what  the  policj^  was ;  but  it  had  not  been 
explained. 

Mr.  MOON  (St.  Pancras,  N.)  said  it 
was  quite  clear  that  the  'Kbetan  mission 
to  Russia  had  produced  a  considerable 
effect  in  that  country.  The  following 
summary,  dated  17th  June,  appeared  in 
the  Blue-book — 

"The  roappearanoe  of  tho  Tibetan  Misnon 
in  RoBsia^  according  to  the  Novoe  Vremya^ 
proves  that  the  favourable  impressions  carried 
back  by  Dorshieff  to  his  home  m>m  his  previous 
mission  have  confirmed  the  Dalai  Lama  in  his 
intention  of  contracting  the  friendliest  relations 
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with  RuBsU.    ThiB  is  not  astonishing;  those 
acquainted  with  the  Far  East  most  know  that  , 
in  thoee  lands  news  travels,  if  not  with  the 
speed  of  lightning,  at  any  rate  much  faster  than 
it  does  by  Russian  telegraph ;  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  wondered  at  that  the  news  of  the  i 
•eTents  at  PeohiU,  the  capture  of  the  Taku  ' 
Forts,  of  Tientsin,  and   Peking,  the  Russian 
▼iotories  in  Manchuria,  the  taking  of  Mukden, 
•etc,  have  penetrated  to  the  Lama  of  Tibet. 
Vnder    these  ciroumstances,   a  rapproehemeiU 
-with  Russia  must  seon  to  him  the  most  natural 
atep,   as  Russia  is  the  only   Power  able    to 
•oounteract  the  intrigues  of  Great  Britain,  who  i 
has  so  long  been  endeavouring  to  obtain  ad-  ' 
minion,   and  only  awaits  an  opportunity  to 
iorce   an  entrance.      It  would  also   be  only 
natural    if   other   Central    Asiatic    and   West 
Oiinese  nations    were    to   aspire    towards    a 
<qTPilftr  friendship  with  Russia,  who  has  won 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  own  her 
awi^." 

It  was  quite  clear  that  one  of  the  objects 
of  this  couotry  was  to  protect  its  prestige 
and  honour  in  that  part  of  the  world; 
another  was  to  resume  trade ;  and  a 
third  to  protect  India  against  attack. 
liOrd  Curzon,  during  the  diBcussion 
on  the  Indian  Budget,  u83d  the 
following  striking  phrases — 

**  India  is  like  a  fortress  with  the  sea  as  a  moat 
on  two  sides,  and  mountains  on  the  third. 
Beyond  the  walls  is  a  glacis  of  varying  breadth 
and  dimensions.  We  do  not  want  to  occupy 
it ;  but  we  cannot  afford  to  see  it  occupied  by 
a  foe.  We  are  quite  content  that  it  should 
remain  in  the  hands  of  allies  and  friends,  but  if 
unfriendly  influences  creep  up  and  lodge  under 
onr  walls,  we  are  compelled  to  intervene,  be- 
cause danger  would  thereby  grow  up  and  menace 
our  security.  This  is  the  secret  of  the  whole 
position  in  Arabia,  Persia,  A%hani9tan,  Tibet, 
and  Siam.** 

The  mission  from  Tibet  to  Russia  was 
of  a  rather  suspicious  character.  The 
leader  was  a  person  named  Dorshieff,  who 
had  since  been  raised  to  a  very  high 
podtion.  The  Times  correspondent  tele- 
graphed from  Tuna  on  2nd  April  as 
follows — 

"M.   Dorshieff,   who  is  now  at  Lhasa,  ap- 
parently exercises  a  predominant  influence.    He 
oae  been  made  Master  of   the  Ordnance  and  , 
Treasurer  to  the  Dalai  Lama,  a  post  technically  ' 
known  as  the  Dzasak,  one  of  the  highest  offices 
of  State."  ' 

What  right  had  the  Russians  to  take 
the  line  they  appeared  to  have  taken. 
This  country  was  bound  to  see  that 
facilities,  advantages,  and  opportunities 
ia  Tibet  were  not  given  to  any  other 
European  PT>wer  which  were  not 
given  to  itself.  His  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Bethnal  Green, 
whose    knowledge    of    India    they   all 


recognised,  obtained  a  Return  which 
showed  that  the  Tibetans  had  a  consider- 
able amount  of  valuable  commodities 
which  they  could  offer  in  exchange  of 
trade.  Hon.  Members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  would  recognise  that  both 
for  our  own  prestige  and  honour,  and  also 
for  the  strategical  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  India,  this  Mission  must 
be  sanctioned. 

♦Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.  R., 
Rlland)  thought  that  sufficient  attention 
had  not  been  given  to  the  way  in  which 
the  House  had  been  treated  by  the 
Government  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
Prior  to  the  Easter  vacation  the  House 
had  had  no  real  opportunity  of  discussing 
it,  and  had  been,  in  fact,  tr<)ated  in  a  very 
cavalier  way,  having  regard  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  question.  Now,  however 
much  the  House  might  object  to  this 
Mission  its  power  over  it  had  been  al- 
together nullified.  It  was  impossible 
now  to  turn  the  Mission  back,  and  all  the 
House  could  do  was  to  raise  its  protest ; 
it  could  do  nothing  to  cure  tbs  past  and 
exercise  very  little  influence  over  the 
future.  This  question  ought  to  have 
be3n  brought  to  their  notice  on  some 
previous  occasion.  The  Government 
were  under  a  constitutional  obligation  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  Parliament  to  any 
military  expedition  outside  the  frontiers 
of  India.  There  had  been  debates  on 
previous  occasions  as  to  whether  it  was 
necessary  to  obtain  the  previous  consent 
of  ParUament,  and  the  Government  of 
the  day  had  sometimes  taken  the  line 
that  it  was  impossible  in  times  of 
emergency  and  at  times  when  the  House 
was  not  sitting  as  in  the  cases  of  the 
Afghan  and  Burmese  wars.  But  in  this 
case  the  circumstanc3S  were  entirely 
different.  Hete  the  policy  had  been 
deliberatedly  decided  on ;  Parliament  was 
actually  sitting ;  and  for  weeks  and  months 
the  military  expedition  was  waiting  to 
advance  into  Tibet.  The  only  thing 
that  was  said  was  that  it  was  a  political 
Mission,  but  it  was  accompanied  by  an 
armed  force  of  1,000  or  2,000  men ;  whilst 
in  the  despatches  from  the  Indian  Gov- 
ernment there  were  constant  statements 
thit  they  expected  there  would  be  re- 
sistance although  it  would  not  be  serious. 
Obviously  the  expedition  was  a  military 
expedition  and  it  was  playing  with  words 
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to  call  it  a  political  Mission,  and  it  was 
not  treating  this  House  in  a  proper  way 
to  preclude  them  from  discussing  the 
reasons  for  this  expedition  before  it  was 
entered  upon. 

Those  in  authority  who  had  spoken 
to-day  had  chiefly  laid  emphasis 
on  the  fact  of  the  excuses  which 
had  been  made  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Tibetans.  A  good  deal  had  been 
said  as  to  the  various  ways  in  which 
they  had  thwarted  our  trade.  No  one 
would  suggest  that  the  trade  between 
Hbet  and  India  was  a  great  trade, 
but  it  was  a  steadily  increasing 
one.  Imports  from  Tibet  had  risen 
from  seven  lacs  of  rupees  in  1890 
to  nineteen  lacs  in  1902,  whilst  the  exports 
to  Tibet  bad  risen  from  four  to 
seven  lacs  in  the  same  period.  So  that 
could  hardly  be  a  reason  for  this  expedi- 
tion, and  the  que  tion  of  the  removal  of 
the  boundary  pillars  could  hardly  be 
alleged  as  a  reason.  The  House  had  not 
yet  heard  from  those  in  authority  very 
much  about  Russia,  but  it  was  only  fair 
to  assume  that  the  chief  reason  why  the 
Indian  Government  had  brought  this 
question  to  the  front  was  their  alarm  at 
the  action  of  Russia  in  Tibet.  It  was  the  > 
Russian  relations  which  were  the  real  ] 
cause  of  our  advance  into  Tibet,  and  the 
real  gist  of  the  matter  was  whether  Russia 
had  such  relations  with  Tibet  which  would 
justify  our  Government  in  believing  they 
had  designs  of  establishing  themselves 
there  in  such  a  way  and  in  such  a  force 
as  would  constitute  a  danger  to  the 
Indian  Empire.  There  was  only  one 
definite  allegation  with  regard  to  the 
Tibetan  relations  with  Russia,  and  that 
was  the  Tibetan  mission  to  St.  Petersburg. 
The  hon.  Member -for  St.  Pancras  had 
referred  to  it  and  had  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  certain  Russian  newspapers 
had  shown  that  it  was  evidence  of  a 
strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Tibetan 
people  to  enter  into  friendly  and  intimate 
relations  with  Russia.  But  the  Russian 
Government,  in  reply  toliord  Lansdowne. 
had  characterised  as  ridiculous  the  con- 
clusions drawn  by  the  Russian  Press  that 
this  mission  had  had  any  diplomatic 
character.  At  page  116  of  the  Blue-book 
a  despatch  from  Sir  0.  Scott  said — 

*'  With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  Ist 
instance  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith 
in  translation  farther  extracts  from  the  Russian 

Mr.  Trevelyan, 


Press  referring  to  the  arrival  in  Russia  of  ft 
so-called  Tibetan  mission.  Count  Lamsdorff  ii» 
the  course  of  conversation  with  me  yesterday 
characterised  as  ridiculous  and  utterly  un^ 
founded  the  conclusion  drawn  in.  certain  orpan» 
of  the  Russian  Press  that  these  Tibetan  visitorv 
were  charged  with  any  diplomatic  or  political 
mission." 

The  mission  was  similar  in  character 
to  that  which  was  sent  out  by  the  Pope 
to  the  faithful  in  foreign  countries.  Count 
LamsdorfE's  statements  had  been  accepted 
by  our  Foreign  Office  as  sufficient,  and  it 
was  going  a  little  too  far  ahead  when. 
e2cplicit  declarations  had  been  accepted 
by  the  Gk)vemment  that  the  Russiana^ 
wanted  nothing  in  Tibec,  to  tell  the  House 
that  if  another  Power  were  to  establidi 
itself  in  that  country  it  would  be  a  aerioue 
thing  for  India.  Lord  Curzon  justified 
the  action  of  his  Government ;  he  summed 
up  the  view  of  the  Indian  €k)vemment  ia 
these  words — 

"  In  our  view  any  country,  or  Government'' 
or  Empire  has  a  rig^t  to  protect  its  own 
interests,  and  if  those  interests  are  seriously 
imperilled,  as  we  hold  ours  to  be  in  Tibet,  by  the 
absc^ute  breakdown  of  the  treaty  arrangements 
hitherto  made  through  the  medium  of  dbina,  by 
the  obstructive  inertia  of  the  Tibetans  them- 
selves, and  still  more  by  arrangements  freshly 
concluded  with  another  great  Power  to  our 
detriment,  we  hold  that  the  first  law  of 
national  existence,  which  is  self- preservation,, 
compels  us  to  take  such  steps  as  will  avert  these 
dangers  and  place  our  security  upon  an  assured 
and  impregnable  footing." 

Yet  in  spite  of  the  high-flown  rhetoric  it 
was  admitted  that  no  Russian  agent  or 
Russian  treaty  existed  at  Lhassa,  and  in 
the  very  despatch  in  which  this  state- 
ment occurred  the  Indian  Government 
used  the  following  words  in  regard  to  the 
distance  of  Tibet  from  the  Russian 
frontier — 

"It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  remind  vour 
Lordship  that  the  Russian  border  nowhere 
even  touches  that  of  Tibet,  and  that  the 
nearest  point  of  Russian  territory  is  consider* 
ably  more  than  a  thousand  miles  Bhort  of  the 
TiMtan  capital,  which  is  situated  in  the 
extreme  South,  and  in  close  proximity  to  the 
northern  frontier  of  the  Indian  Empire." 

'  If  Russia  was  at  such  a  distance  and 
had  no  agent  in,  or  treaty  with,  Tibet^ 
where  was  the  danger  ?  It  seemed  to  be 
a  very  long  way  off  — certeinly  too  fair  off 
to  j  ustif y  rushing  into  war  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  a  British  agent  in  Tibet  to 
watch  Russia,  who  as  far  as  we  knew 
were  doing  very  Uttle  in  that  country. 

Digitized  by\^UUy  IC 


117 


East  Indian 


{13  April  1904} 


Revenues  (Tibet),, 


118 


All  theHoose  could  do.on  the  present  ooca- «  the  opinion — ^that  a  subsequent  consent 
sion,  was  to  press  for  further  information      -  —  .  ^    .. 

as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Qovernment. 
What  were  the  (Government  going  to  ask 
for  now?  Possibly  that  the  boundary 
stones  should  be  re-erected,  or  that  the 
wall  which  had  been  built  in  Tatung 
should  be  broken  down.  But  that  was 
not  much  for  so  large  an  expenditure  ol 
money  and  life.  Was  it  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  ask  for  a  British  agent 
to  be  permanently  established  at  Lhasa  ? 
If  so,  that  was  a  very  disputable  pro- 
position. Such  an  agent,  separated  from 
India  by  a  great  tract  of  country,  which 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  was  very 
difficult  to  pass,  would  be  placed  in  an 
extremely  awkward  position.  Was  he 
to  be  left  absolutely  alone  amid  this 
strange  people,  or  was  a  military  force 
to  be  left  there  to  guard  him  ?  In  either 
case  this  country  would  be  in  a  difficult 


of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  was  all 
that  was  required,  but  that,  in  his 
opinion,  made  nonsense  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  He  greatly  regretted  that 
the  Government  had  not  thought  fit  at 
an  earlier  period  to  ask  for  the  consent 
required  by  the  India  Government  Act 
of  1858,  and  that  they  should  have 
awaited  the  action  or  massacre  atOuru 
before  applying  for  that  sanction. 

Another  aspect  of  the  matter,  which  was 
even  more  important,  turned  on  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  there  was  room  in 
Asia  for  both  Russia  and  England.  He 
thought  there  was.  Even  in  Persia, 
where  the  interests  of  the  two  Powers 
touched  in  the  most  exciting  fashion, 
where  questions  which  might  lead  to 
great  divisions  between  them  were 
constantly  arising,  and  where,  in  fact. 


little  raid. 


position  in  regard  to  its  future  relations  i  [o^  ^^  }^^  ^\  7^^  *  struggle  had 

with  Tibet,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that    ^^"  ?^^,  ^^    between    Ru«ian    and 

the  House  ought  to  have  a  very  explicit ,  ^^f^\^}  influence,  he   believed    it  was 

account  of  what  the    GJovernment   ex-    poBsible  to  come  to  such  an  agreement 

pected  to  get  out  of  what  he  could  not  1  »»  ^^^  enable  both  Powers  not  only  to 

help  regarding  as  a  somewhat   ignoble  !  ^o*  »^  ^^^^^J'  1>«J  ^  ^  ^^^^^  ^*^«!^- 
-     -       -  -  «»  i  Persia  was  the  most  crucial  case  in  which 

Russian  and  English  interests  clashed 
i*i  Asia.  Nevertheless,  his  firm  conviction, 
based  on  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge, 
was  that  opportunities  had  again  and 
again  arisen  of  coining  to  an  agreement 
with  Russia  in  regard  to  Persia,  but  those 
opportunities  had  been  neglected  or 
thrown  away  by  successive  British 
Governments.  If  an  agreement  was 
possible  in  Persia,  how  much  more  pos- 
sible was  it  in  regard  to  Tibet!  Tibet 
was  not,  like  Persia,  coterminous  with 
both  frontiers,  being  a  thousand  miles 
from  the    Russian    boundary.    It  was. 


Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
8£^id  that  the  debate  dealt,  first  of  all,  l 
with  the  question  of  whether  or  not  the  | 
India  Gk>vemment  Act  of  1858  had  been  ; 
broken.    In  his  opinion  it  had  been,  and  ; 
the  revenues  of  India  had  been  applied 
to  what  was  now   for    the    first    time 
admitted    to    be  a    military    operation  j 
beyond    the   frontiers    of    India.      The  | 
expedition    had    never    been    anything  | 
else  than  a  military  operation  ;  it  was  I 
an  armed   entry  into  a  friendly  State  { 

without    the   consent   and    against  the  .  *       .    -.  i 

desire  of  that  State.  It  was  necessarily  [  perhaps,  the  most  inhospitable  country 
and  inevitably  a  mihtary  occupation ;  i  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  had  no 
according  to  the  Blue-book  it  was  clearly  attractions  either  from  the  point  of  view 
recognised  as  such,  and  resistance  was  |  of  what  it  produced  or  on  strategic 
not  only  expected,  but  was  actually  ,  pounds.  As  with  Afghanistan,  so  with 
announced  to  have  taken  place  as  far  I  Tibet;  the  object  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
back  as  October  last.  Therefore  it  was  |  ment  should  be  to  keep  out  of  the 
in  its  beginning,  it  had  continued  to  '  country.  He  admitted  that  it  should  be 
be,  and  it  stUl  was,  a  mihtary  operation  '  Ae  object  of  the  poUcy  of  the  Govern- 
beyond  the  frontiers  of  India.  This  i  ment  to  keep  Russia  out  of  the  country 
was  not  the  first  time  the  question  of '  also,  but  in  his  belief  there  was  not  th^ 
legality  had  been  raised  in  regard  to  !  slightest  danger  of  Russia  trying  to  cross 
this  subject.  He  was  aware  that  it  had  |  the  thousand  miles  which  intervened 
been  held  by  a  legal  authority— who  was  between  her  frontier  and  Tibet  for  the 
probably  instructed  by  the  person  desiring   purpose  ol  occupying  the  latter  country. 
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Therefore,  with  regard  to  Tibet  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  far  more  possible  than 
with  regard  to  Persia  to  come  to  an 
agreement,  if  necessary,  with  Russia. 
He  doubted,  however,  whether  any 
agreement  was  really  required.  It  was 
impossible  to  avoid  mentioning  Russia  in 
the  matter,  as  the  whole  Blue-book 
showed  that  a  fear  of  Russia  was  at  ths 
bottom  of  the  business.  There  was  an 
embassy  to  Russia,  but  the  envoy  turned 
out  to  be  a  Russian  subject  who  desired 
to  make  a  religious  collection.  Then 
there  was  a  pretended  Russian  secret 
treaty,  which  was  now  absolutely  denied, 
and  the  suggested  terms  of  which  were 
such  as  Russia  would  be  most  unlikely  to 
ratify. 

Why  did  the  Government  hold 
themselves  driven  to  this  "forward" 
policy  in  Tibet  ?  A  great  deal  turned  on 
the  character  of  the  Viceroy.  He  re- 
membered Lord  Curzon  declaring  from 
the  Treasury  Bench  that  if  Russia  ad- 
vanced her  troops  to  the  waters  of  the 
Ozus,  England  would  have  to  advance 
hers  and  meet  Russia  on  that  river  He 
had  been  greatly  relieved  to  find  that  his 
residence  in  India  had  to  a  large  extent 
converted  the  noble  Lord  from  his  belief 
in  the  '* forward'*  policy;  in  almost 
every  respect  he  had  shown  that  for- 
bearance and  discretion  which  were  best 
calculated  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
Empire.  One  of  the  greatest  proofs  that 
Lord  Curzon  was  a  statesman  lay  in  the 
fact  that  he  was  able  to  learn  on  the 
spot  and  to  follow  a  policy  which  he 
was  not  prepared  to  adopt  before  going 
to  the  country.  Notwithstanding  the 
description  given  by  the  noble  Ix)rd  the 
Member  for  Ealing  of  the  manner  in  which 
Russian  Ministers  conducted  their  de- 
partments, he  believed  the  only  thing 
they  had  at  heart  was  the  progress  of 
Russia  in  the  East,  and  it  did  not  seem 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  on  either 
strategic  or  political  grounds  they  would 
make  any  particular  sacrifices  to  advance 
Russian  interests  in  the  East  by  occupy- 
ing Tibet  or  by  taking  more  than  the 
fitnallest  part  in  its  affairs  A  further 
important  consideration  was  the  fact  that 
the  man  who  controlled  Tibet  controlled 
the  head  of  the  Buddhist  religion.  The 
•country  that  commanded  the  Dalai  Lama, 
the    re-incarnation    of    Buddha,    must 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles, 


necessarily  command  great  allegiance 
from  the  countless  millions  of  Buddhists 
who  swarmed  in  China  and  other  parts  of 
Asia,  and  that,  he  shrewdly  suspected, 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  desire  to 
exercise  influence  in  Tibet  which  was 
entertained  to  some  extent  by  Russia, 
and  very  strongly  by  the  present  Viceroy 
of  India. 

The  Blue-book  was  extremely  instruc- 
tive, and  it  showed  that  from  the  first 
Lord  Curzon  was  anxious  to  advance  to 
Tibet  and  make  an  invasion  of  that 
country.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Middlesex  constantly  resisted  that 
policy,  and  he  was  surprised  that  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  did  not  quote 
the  reply  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  set 
forth  strong  objections  to  any  such  ex- 
pedition and  gave  the  grounds  on  which 
he  entertained  those  objections.  He 
would  pass  over  the  intervening  stages 
and  come  to  the  last  stage.  The  hon. 
Member  opposite  had  asked  what  the 
objects  of  ^s  expedition  were  ?  In  Lord 
Curzon's  words  tiey  were  — 

*'At  the  same  time  the  niont  emphatic  as 
surances  miglit  be  given  to  the  Chinese  and 
Tibetan  Governments  that  the  Mission  was  of 
an  exclusively  commercial  character,  that  we 
repudiated  afl  designs  of  a  political  nature 
upon  Tibet,  that  we  had  no  desire  either  to 
declare  a  protectorate  or  permanently  to  oc- 
cupy any  portion  of  the  country,  but  that  our 
intentions  were  confined  to  removing  the  em- 
bargo that  at  present  rests  upon  all  trade 
between  Tibet  and  India,  and  to  establishing 
those  amicable  relations  and  means  of  com- 
munication that  ought  to  subsist  between  ad- 
jacent and  friendly  Powers." 

It  was  in  that  despatch  that  he  ad- 
vocated that  the  object  of  the  Mission 
should  be — 

'*  The  appointment  of  a  permanent  British 
representative,  Consular  or  diplomatic,  to  re- 
side at  Lhasa." 

That  was  in  January,  1903,  but  both  the 
late  Secretary  for  India  and  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  present  Secretary  for 
India  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  Mission  should  be  restricted  in  its 
operation  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
described  in  Lord  Curzon's  words.  He 
believed  that  restriction  to  be  most 
wholesome  and  necessary  if  it  could  be 
carried  out,  but  it  would  be  most  difficult 
to  carry  it  out  after  what  had  occurred. 
The  official  determination  of  His  Majesty's 
Government     as    telegraphed    by     the 
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present  Secretary  of  State  for  India  on 
the  6th  November,  1903,  was  that— 

**  The  advance  should  be  made  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  obtaining  satiaCaction,  and  as  soon  as 
repamtion  is  obtained  a  withdraw*!  should  be 
eileoted.*' 

Nothing  was  said  as  to  security  for  the 
fature.    The  same  telegram  proceeded — 

**  While  His  Majesty's  GoTemment  consider 
the  proposed  action  to  be  necessary,  they  are 
not  prepared  to  establish  a  permanent  Mission 
in  Tibet'* 

Lord  Curzon's  desire  had  been  agreed  to 
on  the  condition  that  the  Mission  was  to 
he  confined  to  removing  the  embargo  that 
at  present  rested  upon  trade  between  Tibet 
and  India  and  to  establishing  amicable 
relations  between  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  adjacent  and  friendly  Powers. 
It  had  been  laid  down  that  there  was  to 
be  nq  annexation,  no  declaration  of  a 
protectorate  and  jio  permanent  occupa- 
tion of  any  portion  of  the  country.  If 
the  Oovernment  could  give  the  House 
the  assurances  suggested  by  the  noble 
Lord  that,  having  obtained  satisfaction 
and  secured  the  removal  of  the  embargo 
on  trade,  they  were  then  prepared  to 
withdraw  the  Mission  without  annexing 
territory,  without  declaring  a  protector- 
ate,  and  without  insisting  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  permanent  Mission  at 
Lhasa,  he  thought  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  pass  the  Resolution.  But 
it  seemed  to  him  almost  impossible  for 
the  Grovemment  to  give  such  an  under- 
taking after  what  had  occurred.  Let 
the  House  consider  the  situation.  There 
had  already  been  a  very  serious  engage- 
ment between  the  Indian  troops  and  the 
Tibetans,  attended  with  a  very  great  and 
unfortunate  slaughter  of  the  latter. 
XFnder  these  circumstances  he  wished  to 
know  what  extra  security  they  would 
have  in  carrying  out  the  policy  which 
liad  been  laid  down,  beyond  what  they 
liad  at  the  present  time,  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  new  treaty  ?  It  seemed  to 
him  that  they  would  have  no  extra 
Becurity.  His  fear  was  that,  having 
-entered  upon  this  undertaking  and 
having  sent  this  armed  Mission,  which 
had  met  with  resistance,  and  which  had 
repelled  that  resistance  with  considerable 
alanghter,  the  Oovernment  would  be  ab- 
solutely driven  to  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent   Mission  at  Lhasa  and  they 


would  have  to  annex  a  portion  of  Tibetan 
territory.  That  was  the  danger  upon 
which  His  Majesty's  Government  might  be 
able  to  give  him  some  assurr;nce.  If  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  would  give  the 
House  such  an  assurance  then  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  hon.  Members  to  pass  this 
Resolution. 

♦3iR  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, B.) :  There  is  one  criti- 
cism which  I  should  like  to  mike  with 
reference  to  the  Blue-book,  and  that 
is  the  singular  silence  that  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  last  two  months  with  refer- 
ence to  any  communication  from  the 
India  Office  to  the  Indian  (Government  in 
India.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  I  think,  yesterday  put 
a  Question  to  the  Secretary  of  State  as 
to  whether  a  reasoned  despatch  has  been 
sent  out  to  India  in  reply  to  Lord  Cur- 
zon's elaborate  despatch  of  the  5th  or 
6th  November,  and  I  understood  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  conveyed  the 
idea  that  no  such  reply  had  yet  been 
made.  That  is  a  very  long  time,  even  in 
the  India  Office,  for  a  despatch  of  that 
magnitude  to  lie  without  a  reply  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  h'unself ;  but  I  can 
readily  understand  that  there  are  reaso  is 
for  it.  But  what  I  do  not  understand  is 
this :  The  House  will  find  in  the  index 
to  these  Papers  that  the  first  communica- 
tion from  the  present  Secretary  of  State 
was  dated  3rd  December  —  merely  an 
official  communication  as  to  the  Chlnesd 
Minister  being  informed  of  what  had 
transpired — and  then  down  to  Slst  Janu- 
ary there  is  a  long  succession  of  communi- 
cations from  the  Viceroy  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  not  a  single  reply  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Viceroy.  Soma 
one  once  said  that  India  was  governed 
by  the  private  correspondence  that  passed 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Viceroy,  and  I  think  there  is  some  truth 
in  that  remark.  But  if  I  may  expand  it, 
I  should  say  that  India  is  governed  also 
by  the  telegrams  constantly  passing 
between  these  two  officials.  Now,  I  can- 
not but  think  that  thes3  various  im- 
portant communications  from  Lord 
Curzon  have  not  passed  unnoticed  by  so 
diligent,  so  faithful,  and  so  consistent  a 
hard  worker  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  I  wish  he  had  let  us  know 
not  only  what  Lord  Curzon  said,  but  also 
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what  he  himself  said  with  reference  to 
many  of  those  questions.  | 

But  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the 
policy  of  the  Grovemment  with  reference  | 
to  the  future.  I  think  there  has  been  a 
full  discussion  this  afternoon  of  the  points 
relating  to  the  history  of  the  expedition  to 
Tibet.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
criticisms  which  have  been  passed  on  the  j 
causes  and  the  policy  which  resulted  in  the  [ 
present  un^rtunate  state  of  afEairs. 
I  still  think,  notwithstanding  the 
eloquent  and  just  defence  which  the 
Secretary  of  State  made  for  the  Viceroy, 
that  this  correspondence  discloses  the 
fact  that  there  have  been  two.  currents  of 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  that  there 
has  been  one  current  at  Whitehall  and ; 
another  at  Calcutta.  And  once  or  twice, 
I  am  bound  to  say — though  no  one  has 
a  higher  opinion  of  Lord  Curzon  than  I 
have,  and  no  one  would  ofEer  a  more 
cordial  tribute  to  the  great  services  he 
has  rendered  to  India  during  his  Vice- 
royalty  (but  he  has  the  temptation  of  aU 
great  meft  not  to  minimise  his  own 
power) — I  am  bound  to  say  that  he 
indicates  a  slight  impatience  in  reference 
to  what  I  suppose  no  Viceroy  likes 
particularly  well,  viz.,  the  constitutional 
position  of  the  Viceroy  of  India,  which  is 
that  he  is  subordinate  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  Council,  and  that  is  the  only  way 
in  which  the  Parliamentary  Grovemment 
of  India  is  maintained.  The  powers  of 
the  two  officials  are  clearly  laid  down  in 
the  Act  which  transferred  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  from  the  East  India  Com- 
pany to  the  Crown.  The  supremacy  of 
ParUament  over  all  Indian  affairs  through 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  there  laid  down. 
It  is  to  the  House  of  Commons  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  responsible,  and  if 
we  weaken  that  and  allow  quasi-inde- 
pendence  to  pervade  the  policy  of  a  great 
pro-Consul  we  shal'  commit  a  great 
blunder.  There  is  a  distinct  constitu- 
tional principle  involved,  and  that  is,  that 
his  discretion  and  his  powers  should  all 
be  under  the  control  of  Parliament. 

I  will  not  labour  the  dilEerences 
which  have  been  mentioned  this 
afternoon  with  reference  to  what 
Lord  Curzon  desired  and  which, 
no  doubt  from  the  highest  motives,  he 
conceived  to  be  the  true  policy  which 
the  Indian  Government  ought  to  pursue. 

Sir  Henry  Fowler, 


What  we  want  to  know  is — What  is  the-\ 
policy  of  the  Government  to  be  n  the 
future  ?  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  was^  not  satisfactory  from  that 
point  of  view.  He  referred  with  some 
qualification  to  the  important  despatch 
of  6th  November,  1903,  which  has  beea 
again  and  again  called  to  the  attention 
of  the  House,  and  which  we  understand 
contained  a  statement  of  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Grovemment  intend 
to  act.  I  may  say  in  passing  that 
the  principle  that  there  would  be 
no  annexation,  no  interference  with 
Tibet  intemally,  no  appointment  of 
any  Resident,  and  no  protectorate,  laid 
down  in  that  telegram,  was  also  next 
day  repeated  by  Lord  Lansdowne  to  our 
Ambassador  in  China.  He  was  informed 
that  as  soon  as  reparation  is  obtained  a 
withdrawal  should  be  effected,  the 
Mission  having  been  undertaken  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  obtaining  satisfaction^ 
That  is  a  distinct  utterance,  and  what 
we  now  want,  if  I  may  say  so  respectf  ully^  . 
is  that  the  Prime  Minister,  without  any 
qualification,  and  without  any  doubts 
should  lay  down  the  line  which  he  intends, 
so  long  as  he  remains  in  office,  to  follow 
with  reference  to  the  question  of  our 
position  in  Tibet.  A  good  deal  has  been 
said  in  this  debate  about  our  relations 
with  Russia.  Now,  I  must  confess  that 
I  am  in  entire  accord  with  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  the  Ealing  Division 
of  Middlesex  on  that  point.  I 
agree  with  the  advice  he  gave  when 
he  was  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  and  also  with  the  advice  given  by 
that  great  statesman,  whom  we  have 
recently  lost,  when  he  was  Secretary  of 
State  for  India.  Lord  Sali8bury  recom- 
mended his  own  followers  to  look  at  a 
large  map.  I  think  that  in  many  of  our 
foreign  relations  in  connection  with  India 
it  would  be  desirable  to  look  at  a  large 
map.  Asia  is  vast  enough  for  Great  Britain, 
and  Russia,  Each  can  do  a  great  deal  of 
good  work  in  Asia  if  they  will  pursue  it 
peacefully  among  the  people  over  whom 
they  exercise  influence. 

I  suppose  there  is  not  an  English- 
man throughout  the  world  who  is 
not  delighted  at  the  steps  which  have 
recently  been  taken  to  produce  good 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.    Is  such  a  thing  impossible  with 
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reference  to  our  relations  to  Russia? 
Of  course  there  will  be  dflSculties. 
There  have  been  difficulties  not  for 
twenty-five  but  for  fifty  years  with 
reference  to  France,  but  it  has 
been  shown  that  it  is  possible  for 
two  great  nations  to  settle  difficult 
questions  between  them  without  wait- 
ing for  them  to  be  cleared  up  by 
some  great  war.  I  do  not  beheve  that 
Russia  has  anv  serious  aggressive  designs 
on  India.  I  ao  not  belies  e  in  the  Russo- 
phobia  which  has  been  displayed  in 
certain  sections  of  the  Press.  If  we  would 
do  to  Russia  as  we  would  wish  to  be  done 


office  which  he  has  filled,  with  the 
criticisms  on  the  policy  which  the 
Governments  of  India  and  of  this  country 
have  adopted  in  reference  to  this  Blission. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  think  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  associated  himself 
with  any  of  the  criticisms  which  have 
been  passed  by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  on  the  original 
inception  of  this  Mission,  and  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  right.  Because 
if  hon.  Members  will  divert  their  minds 
for  one  instant  from  the  legitimate 
desire  to  attack  ffis  Majesty's  (Jovem- 
ment,  and  will  in  imagination  put  them- 
selves in  the  place  of  those  who  here  and 
in  India  are  responsible  for  the  govern- 


by  a  great  deal  of  this  bad  feeling,  which 

is  so  mischievous,  might  be  avoided,  and 

some  settlement  with  regard  to  Asiatic  i  ment  of  that  great  dependency,  they  will 

matters  might  be  come  to.     There  is  no  \  feel  that  no  other  course  than  that  which 

reason    to    fear    any    aggression    from  ,  was  adopted  was  open.     There  was  on 


Russia  as  far  as  Tibet  is  concerned.  We 
ought  to  dear  our  minds  of  that  idea. 
But  there  is  another  point.  The  Resolution 
before  the  House  is  to  authorise  military 


the  part  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  of  other  Gentlemen,  apparently,  a 
disposition  to  minimise  the  causes  which 
had    produced    this    Mission   in    Tibet. 


measures  to  be  taken  for  the  protection  of   They  regard  the  pulling  down  of  bound 

Englishmen  who  are  now  in  Tibet  by  the  '  ary  pillars  as  a   small  matter,  and  the 

orders  of  their  own  Grovemment  and  in  the    occupation  of  fragments  of  pasture  land 


service  of  their  King.  This  country  will 
not  allow  them  to  be  deserted.  What- 
ever view  may  be  entertained  with  regard 
to  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom,  the  necessity 
or  the  futility,  of  the  present  political 
Blission,  we  are  bound  to  see  that  those 
who  have  gone  on 
rescued      with      all 


can  put  forward.  We  now  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  to  tell  us  whether  he 
adheres  to  the  despatch  of  6th  November. 
U  that  policy  is  adhered  to  we  shall  have 
done  our  best  to  avoid  the  dangers 
which  have  been  pointed  out.  If  the 
Government  at  home  are  firm  in  that 
policy,  the  Indian  Government  can  carry 
it  oat  without  much  difficulty,  all 
danger^of  friction  with  other  Powers  will 


as  a  thing  that  can  be  passed  over,  and 
they  have  demonstrated  that  nothing 
has  occurred  between  Tibet  and  India 
which  is  worth  the  cost  and  risk  involved 
in  this  Mission.  That  kind  of  political 
arithmetic  is  rotten  from  the  beginning, 
that  mission  are  |  Tou  cannot  by  merely  summing  up  the 
the     power     we   matter  dealt  with  by  diplomacy  say  that 


this  or  that  course  ought  to  be  pursued. 
Is  it  suggested  that  we  were  indefinitely 
to  allow  the  Tibetan  Government  audits 
subjects  to  violate  the  solemn  treaties- 
entered  into  by  them?  There  is  no 
chance  of  a  Tibetan  invasion  of  India. 
Nothing  that  they  could  do  unassisted  is 
going^to  imperil  our  rule  in  India;  and, 
therefore,  I  presume,  hon.  Gentlemen 
suppose  that  no  cause  of  offence  that  ever 


be  avoided,  and  those  difficulties  which  ,  could  be  given  by  the  Tibetan  (Jovem- 


have  long  perplexed  the  Indian  Govern 
ment  with  respect  to  Tibet  will  be 
materially  diminished. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THK  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoub,  Manchester,  E.) :  The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
dealt  with  the  caution  and  the  moderation 
which  we  should  all  expect  from  him,  part* 
ly  owing  to  his  native  character  and : 
partly  owing  to  the  high  and  responsible  { 


ment  to  the  Indian  Government  could 
be  more  that  that  the  letters  written 
by  the  Indian  Government  to  the  Tibetan 
Government  should  be  returned  un* 
answered.  You  cannot  conduct  the  affairs 
of  contiguous  States  in  that  manner; 
and  if  the  Indian  Government,  who,  after 
all,  depend  absolutely  on  the  opinion 
held  of  them  by  their  own  subjects,  are 
to  allow  themselves  to  be  openly  flouted 
in  this  way  by  a  neighbouring  State,  it  is 
inevitable  that  sooner  or  later  the  view 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


127 


East  Indian 


{COMMONS} 


Revenues  {Tibet), 


128 


now  rightly  entertained  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  places  as  Sikkim  and  Nepal 
will  suffer  d^cay.  We  shall  be  thought 
to  be  a  people  incapable  of  maintaining 
our  obvious  and  admitted  rights,  and  not 
only  Orientals,  but  all  men  turn  to  those 
whom  they  think  will  maintain  the  rights 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  safeguard. 

Therefore  we  could  not  allow  the  thing 
to  remain  as  it  was,  and  if  we  could  not, 
how  was  it  to  be  remedied  ?  Does  any- 
one assert  that  we  have  rushed  hastily 
into  action  in  this  matter  ?  Are  fourteen 
years  of  fruitless  negotiations  so  small  a 
thing  that  we  are  to  be  considered  as 
rash  invaders  of  other  people's  territories 
because  we  at  last  lose  patience  ?  I  do 
not  think  that  will  be  contended.  If 
negotiations  were  to  solve  the  difficulty, 
could  they  have  been  conducted  more 
patiently  or  in  a  more  conciliatory  spirit, 
or  in  any  better  fashion  than  that  in 
which  we  have  conducted  them?  My 
hon.  friend  asked  what  would  be  said 
here  if  the  French  sent  an  armed  diplo- 
matic mission  to  discuss  affairs  between 
the  two  countries.  My  hon.  friend  was 
perfectly  relevant  in  making  that 
metaphor,  but  it  did  not  contain  the  first 
element  of  a  good  metaphor,  it  did  not 
illustrate  any  question  with  which  we  are 
here  concerned.  The  case  is  that  unless 
the  Mission  were  sent  into  Tibetan  terri- 
tory no  negotiations  were  possible  at  all. 
Tibetan  methods,  unlike  Western  methods, 
put  an  impenetrable  wall  between  those 
responsible  for  the  Tibetan  Govern- 
ment and  the  Indian  Government. 
Unless  you  traverse  that  wall  negotia- 
tions become  impossible.  If  contem- 
poraneously with  the  impossibility  of 
negotiation,  you  absolutely  shut  off 
Tibet  from  all  relations  with  India,  I  do 
not  know  personally  that  I  should  greatly 
regret  it.  But  the  moment  the  Tibetans 
traverse  our  frontiers,  occupy  our 
pastures,  and  imprison  our  citizens  on  the 
one  side  and  are  impenetrable  even  to 
remonstrances  on  the  other — that  is  a 
condition  of  things  which  I  do  not  think 
should  be  allowed  to  subsist.  The 
Mission  had  to  be  sent  into  Tibetan 
territory,  and  was  it  to  be  accompanied 
or  unaccompanied  by  a  force  to  ensure  its 
safety?  The  Member  for  the  EUand 
Division,  who  spoke  of  this  as  a  military 
expedition,  shut  his  eyes  to  the  facts  of 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour. 


the  case.  The  Mission  had  to  be  sent 
for  purely  diplomatic  reasons ;  it  had  to 
be  defended  and  accompanied  by  an 
armed  force,  because  that  diplomatic 
object  could  not  be  successfully  attempted 
in  safety  unless  those  you  sent  were 
protected  from  the  attacks  of  natives. 
Therefore  it  had  to  be  armed.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  possibility  of  opposition  to 
that  Mission  was  anticipated  by  the 
Indian  Government;  but  the  fact  that 
that  opposition  was  thought  of  as 
possible  is  no  reason  for  regarding  this  as 
a  military  expedition ;  and  the  fact  that 
opposition  has  unhappily  occurred, 
though  it  requires  this  House  to  pass  the 
Resolution  before  it,  does  not  alter 
either  the  objects  with  which  this  Mission 
was  originally  sent,  or  the  methods 
by  which  we  mean  to  carry  them 
out. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
the  relative  positions  of  Russia 
and  England  in  Asia.  That  is  a  very 
large,  complicated,  and  delicate  question ; 
and  it  is  not,  therefore,  a  question 
which  I  think  I  should  be  doing  any 
public  service  by  discussing  either  briefly 
or  at  any  length  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  seems  to  think  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  comparative  ease  for  the 
two  countries  to  come  to  some  arrange- 
ment as  regards  Asia,  which  should  for 
ever  prevent  serious  disputes  or  serious 
collisions  between  them  in  Asia — some 
such  arrangement  as  we  have  come  to 
with  France,  and  which  I  hope,  and 
firmly  believe,  will  for  ever  prevent 
collisions  between  these  two  countries 
in  connection  with  any  region  dealt  with 
in  the  great  instruments  which  have  just 
been  signed  by  the  Foreign  Ministers  of 
the  two  countries.  Sir,  I  am  afraid  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  greatly  under- 
rates the  peculiarity  of  the  Central  Asian 
position ;  the  chara  ter,  I  will  not  say  of 
the  ambitions  of  the  Russian  (Government, 
but  of  the  ambitions  of  many  of  the  officers 
who  deal  with  the  interests  of  Russia 
in  the  far  outlying  portions  of  her  great 
dominions.  He  also,  perhaps,  underrates 
the  relations  in  which  we  respectively  are 
to  the  independent  but  relatively  power- 
less States  whHi  still  divide  the  two 
great  European  Powers. 
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Sir    henry   FOWLER :    I  said  it  \ 
would  be  a  difficult  task»  but  it  would  be 
worth  trying. 

BiR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  means  that  it  is  an  object 
in  itself  enormously  desirable,  if  it  can  be 
attained,  I  agree  absolutely  with  him. 
My  ideas  are  that,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  it  will  not  be  so  easily 
attained  by  any  instrument,  by  any 
series  of  articles  drawn  up  and 
signed  by  the  Foreign  Ministers  of  the 
two  Powers,  as  he  seems  to  suppose.  At 
all  events  there  are  special  difficulties  in 
the  way;  and  I  frankly  admit  that  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  in  the  year  1904 
think  the  Central  Asian  question  can  be 
so  easily  disposed  of  by  a  reference  to 
the  large  maps  as  it  was  in  the  year  1874. 
Thirty  years  separates  us  from  the  date 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
referred ;  and  if  he  considers  the  position 
of  these  two  great  countries  in  Central  Asia 
as  it  was  in  1874  and  as  it  is  in  1904,  he 
will  see  that  the  problem,  whether  soluble 
or  insoluble,  is  at  all  events  a  very 
different  problem  from  what  it  was  then. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  done  much 
good  by  referring  to  these  international 
afEairs  in  Asia.  Central  Asia  is  outride 
the  much  narrower  issue  with  which  we 
have  to  deal  this  afternoon.  That  issue 
is  whether  we  shall,  or  shall  not,  unani- 
mously pass  a  Resolution  which  must  be 
passed  if  our  Mission  in  Tibet  is  to  have 
that  protection  which  every  man  in  the 
House  desires  to  give  it.  Now  we  are  all 
agreed  that  the  Mission  is  to  be  protected, 
but  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  fears 
is  that  there  may  be  differences  of  opinion 
as  to  what  are  the  ulterior  objects  of  the 
Government.  I  can  assure  lum  that  he 
need  have  no  such  fears.  The  telegram 
of  6th  November,  1903,  which  does  not 
stand  alone  in  the  Blue-book  as  repre- 
senting the  views  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  but  merely  repeats,  in  very 
precise  terms,  the  general  policy  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  indicated  through- 
out the  whole — that  telegram  was  most 
carefully  considered  by  theCabbet  before 
it  was  sent.  It  represented  a  policy — 
not  merely  a  departmental  poUcy  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Councit  but  it  also 
represented  the  carefully  thought  out 
view0  of  the  Government,  It  represented 
those  views  on  6th  November,  1903;  it 


represents  those  views  in  April,  1904. 
No  change  whatever  has  occurred ;  and  I 
do  not  think  that  any  change  is  likely  to 
occur.  We,  of  course,  live  in  a  world 
where  absolute  'prophecy  is  impossible; 
and  it  would  be  folly  for  me  to  do  more 
than  state  what  are  the  desires,  the 
wishes,  and  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, on  the  facts  as  far  as  we  know  them: 
And  these  wishes,  desires,  and  intentions 
are  most  explicitly  stated;  they  have 
been  stated  more  than  once ;  and  we  do 
not  see  any  reason  to  depart  from  fchem. 
My  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last  but  one 
seems  to  think  that  circumstances  will 
be  too  strong  for  us,  and  that  we  shall 
be  driven  on  from  one  stage  to  another,, 
until  nothing  short  of  permanent  anneza* 
tion  is  reached.  Well,  I  contemplate  no 
such  unhappy  contingency ;  and  were  it 
to  occur  I  should  consider  it  one  of  the 
greatest  misfortunes  that  could  possibly 
happen  to  the  Indian  Government  or  to 
this  country.  My  noble  friend  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  said  that 
our  position — I  think  he  said  every- 
where— 


Lord 

Asia. 


GEORGE    HAMILTON  :    In 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  should  not 
have  dissented  from  even  the  larger  pro* 
position  of  my  noble  friend — that  our 
possessions  in  Asia,  and  the  responsi- 
bilities which  these  possessions  entail, 
are  surely  as  great  as  any  of  us  can 
desire.  .And  that  is  absolutely  the  ad- 
mitted fact.  But  it  must  be  distinctly 
understood  that  if  Tibet  were,  by  any 
unhappy  accident,  to  become  the  centre 
of  intrigue  and  influence  of  any  Power 
other  than  Tibet,  our  difficulties  and 
our  responsibilities  would  not  be 
diminished,  but  greatly  increased  by 
leaving  Tibet  alone.  I  do  not  con- 
template that  position,  and  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  there  is  no  reason  for  believing 
in  that  contingency.  I  admit  every* 
thing  that  has  been .  said  as  to  the 
impossibility  of  invading  India  by  way 
of  Tibet.  I  beUeve  such  a  miUtary^ 
project  is  intrinsically  absurd,  and  that 
any  Power  which  has  the  strength  to  in- 
vade India  would  find  much  easier  routes 
for  doing  so  than  over  the  snow-clad 
"  Roof  of  the  World."  But  that  does  not^ 
alter  the  fact  that  though  no  army  is- 
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likely  to  penetrate  our  northern  frontier 
irom  Tibet,  it  would  be  a  serious  misfor- 
iune  to  the  Indian  (Government,  and  a 
clanger  to  our  northern  frontier,  should 
"Tibet  fall  under  any  European  influence 
-other  than  our  own.  I  should  greatly 
deplore  if  it  should  fall  under  our  in- 
£uence.  I  do  not  want  anything  to  do 
^th  the  Tibetans  in  a  political  sense.  Let 
iihe  Tibetans  manage  their  own  afEairs. 
Let  them  keep  themselves  to  themselves. 
I  desire  nothing  better.  But  if  their  wish 
iio  exclude  foreign  influence  is  to  be  used 
:against  us,  but  is  not  to  be  used  against 
•others,  then  it  will  be  admitted  by  every 
lion.  Gentleman  in  the  House  who  has 
'.seriously  considered  this  problem 
that  a  very  different  state  of  things 
presents  itself  than  that  with  which  we 
ihave  to  deal  at  the  present  time.  As 
appears  from  the  Blue-book,  Russia,  at 
the  present  time,  has  absolutely  declared 
not  merely  that  she  does  not  mean  to 
-occupy  Tibet  in  a  military  sense — of 
which  I  am  not  seriously  afraid — but 
that  Tibet  is  outside  her  sphere  of  in- 
fluence, and  that  she  does  not  desire  to 
have  a  Resident  there,  or  to  exercise  power, 
or  authority,  or  influence  there.  Sir, 
I  accept  absolutely  that  statement ;  and, 
that  being  so,  I  am  not  able  to  imagine 
a  contingency  which  would  compel  the 
Government  to  abandon  that  policy 
which  has  been  so  clearly  expressed 
in  the  despatch  of  6th  November  last. 
Our  wish  is  to  live  at  peace  with  Tibet ; 
to  leave  Tibet  independent;  to  have  no 
responsibility  as  regards  the  internal 
affairs  of  Tibet ;  not  to  keep  a  Resident 
in  Tibet,  with  the  responsibility  which 
inevitably  attaches  to  keeping  a  Resident 
there.  Though  that  be  our  view ;  though 
that  is  the  view  which  we  have  consis- 
tently and  constantly  held,  as  the  Blue- 
book  shows,  throughout  the  whole  period 
in  which  this  controversy  has  become 
acute ;  though  we  have  never  varied  from 


that,  and  do  not  vary  from  it  now,  that 
does  not  cast  the  smallest  reflection,  in  my 
judgment,  on  the  steps  which  the  Indian 
Government  have  taken  in  order  to  see 
that  our  treaty  engagements  are  not  made 
the  laughing  stock  of  the  Oriental  world. 
That  we  cannot  tolerate ;  that  we  do  not 
propose  to  tolerate.    While  this  Mission, 
we  trust,    will     result,  without    furthei 
bloodshed,  in  putting  the  relations  between 
India  and  its  northern  neighbour  on  a 
permanently  satisfactory  basis,  while  it 
will  prove  for  all  time  to  the  Tibetan 
Government  that  they  cannot  treat  us 
i  with  the  contempt  with  which  they  have 
I  treated  us  in  the  last  thirty  years,  I  do 
not  believe  it  will  add  one  iota,  one  grain 
;  of  sand,  to  the  already  heavy  responsi- 
bilities   which    weigh    on    the     Indian 
Government.    The  House  may  absolutely 
rely  upon  it  that  the  last  thing  which 
His  Majesty's  Government  desire  is  to 
have  an  addition  to  our  frontier  responsi- 
bilities, stretching  from    Baluchistan  to 
the  Chinese  and  Burmese  frontiers.     We 
do  not  want  to  add  any  further  responsi- 
I  bilities  to  the  difficulties  which  are  con- 
:  stantly  weighing  upon  the  statesmen  who 
I  have  in  their  charge  the  destinies  of  our 
I  Eastern   Empire.     Among  those  states- 
I  men  there  is  no  name  which  I  think  will 
'  shine  out  in  history  with  more  lustre 
than  that  of  the  present  Viceroy  of  India. 
Though  there  have  not  been  what  I  may 
call  attacks  ma*de  upon  him  this  after- 
noon,   there    have  at    all  events  been 
criticisms  passed  upon  him ;    but  I  am 
I  confident  that  this  House  may  rely  with- 
I  out  a  moment's  misgiving  in  his  loyally 
!  and  ably  carrying  out  a  policy  which  this 
House  and  His  Majesty's  Government  are 
;  agreed  is  the  proper  policy  to  pursue  in 
this  long-standing  and  difficult  question. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  270 ;  Noes, 
61.    (Division  List  No.  76.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tjmte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold.For8ter,Rt.Hn.Hugh  0 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Anstin,  Sir  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Joeceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfoui\ 


AYES. 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
I  Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
I  Balcarres,  Lord 
.  Baldwin,  Alfred 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r 
.  Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
I  Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
i  Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Greorge 
I  Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 


Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

Bignold,  Arthur 

Bigwood,  James 

BiU,  Charles 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Boulnois,  Edmund 

Bousfield,  WilUam  Robert 

Bowle8,Lt.Col.H.F(Middle8ex) 
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Gore,  Hon.  S.F.Ormsby-CLinc.) 
Oorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gofichen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham^  Henry  Robert 
Grant,  Corrie 

Greene,  Henry  D.(Shrew8bury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHn  LordG(Midd*x 
Hamilton,  Marqof  (L'nd'nderry 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Lever  ton  (Tynem'th 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staflfords.,  N. W. 
Hcaton,  John  Henniker 
Helme,  Xorval  Watson 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  ( Staff ord,W. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd., Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  Greorge  Bickers  teth 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  Hni  Geo.  T.  (Denbigh) 
KjBnyon-Slaney,  Col.  W.(Salop. 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.R.) 
Lay  land- Barratt,  Francis 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  CoL  Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
I  Lucas,  Reginald  J. (Portsmouth 
'  Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
I  Macdona,  John  Camming 
I  Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
;  Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
!  Maoonochie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey- Main  waring,  Hn.\V.  F. 
MaxweU,RtHnSir   H.E(Wigt'n 
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Bowles,  T.Gibson  (King's  Lynn 
Brigg,  John 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Sir  Alex.  H.  (Shropsh.)  , 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Bull,  William  James 
Bordett-Coutts,  W. 
CakhrelL  James 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.J.A.(Glasgow 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
ChapHn,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
diarrington,  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  W^illiam 
CoffhiU,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hen.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,  Chas.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton 
Ooealey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dahymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar.Sir  T.R.(Tower  Hamlets 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
DOke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dizon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibw[ik,  Master  of 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergnsson,  Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Manc 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  GJeorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fiaon,  Frederick  William 
FltzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitsroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forstcr,  Henry  William 
Fylef,  John  .^hur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  WUliam 
Gibbs,  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim) 
Ckirdon,  Maj.  £•  (T^r  Hamlets 


Eevermes  (Tibet). 
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Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morpeth,  Visconnt 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mow  bra  V,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C 
Murray,*  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  WiUiam  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebene«er 
Partington,  Oswald 
Peel,  Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pry ce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

I  Pym,  C.  Guy 

I  Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 

I  Randies,  John  S. 

I  Ratcliff,  R.  F. 

I  Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

!  Remnant,  James  Farquharson 

I  Renwiok,  George 

,  Ridley,  Hn.  M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert    BEaolmey 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 

,  Sackville,  GoL  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 

'  Samued,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 

'  Seely,  Maj.J.E.B.(l8leof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 

I  Skowes-Cox,  Thomas 

'  Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Stroyan,  John 

I  Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 

I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

I  Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUniv 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thomas,  Abvl  ( Carmarthen, E.) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 

I  Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Cliarles  Ernest 

j  Tuff,  Charles 

!  ITufnel,  Lieut. -Col.  Edward 

I  Tuke,  Sir  John  Ba  tty 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
!  Vincent,  Col.SirC.E.H(Sheff'J 
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Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walker,  Col.  William  HaU 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Wclby,  Lt..Col.A.C.E(Taunton 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 


{COMMONS} 

Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.H.(  Yorks. 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
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Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
W3mdham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Younger,  William 

Tellebs  fob  the  Ayes — Sir 
Alexander  Acland  -  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abraham,  WilUam  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Bums,  John 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Channing,  Francis  AUston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred     (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  Wilham 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Toogan,  P.  C. 


NOES. 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Ffrench,  Peter 

J'ield,  WiUiam 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Hammond,  John 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

LawBon,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Lundon,  W. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy,  John 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W. 


O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O' Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Reddy,  M- 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Tomkinson,  James 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 

Tellebs  fob  the  Noes — Cap- 
tain Donelan  and  Bu'. 
Patrick  O'Brien* 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*  That  the    Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  main 
point  which  had  to  be  made  with  respect 
to  this  Bill  was  a  most  curious  one.  The 
Army  Act  was  amended  each  year  by 
such  a  Bill  as  this,  but  the  Act  itself  was 
not  reprinted,  and  the  result  was  that 
it  was  constantly  wrong  and  could  not  be 
found  anywhere  in  a  proper  form  except 
in  the  Government  Ordersand  books  issued 
by  the  War  Ofl&ce,  and  then  it  was  not  per- 
fect. At  the  present  moment  the  latest 
reprint  of  the  Army  Act  in  any  form  at 
all  did  not  contain  the  Amendments  made 
in  it  by  Army  Annual  Bills  of  recent 
years;  but  the  latest  reprint  was  con- 
tained in  "  The  Manual  of  Military  Law  " 
which  contained  the  Amendments  which 
had  been  made  up  to  the  year  1889. 
Those  made  since  1889  had  not  been 
printed  in  any  Act,  and  the  Amend- 
ments it  was  proposed  to  make  by  this 


Bill  were  not  applicable  to  any  printed  Act 
and  were  therefore  utterly  unintelligible. 
By  the  courtesy  of  one  of  the  librarians 
of  the  House  he  had  a  copy  of  the 
Manual  of  Military  Law  which  contained 
in  red  ink  the  Amendments  made  in  re- 
cent years,  but  that  did  not  carry  the 
matter  much  further,  because  it  did  not 
show  where  the  Amendments  went  into 
the  text,  it  being  impossible  to  do  so  for 
the  reason  that  in  many  cases  the 
Amendment  altered  the  lines  of  the  Act 
as  printed.  Frequent  requests  had  been 
made  to  the  Government  by  Members  of 
the  House  to  have  the  Army  Act  re- 
printed whenever  it  was  changed  by 
Amendments  made,  and  if  a  promise  was 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
that  should  be  done  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  say  anything  further  on  the 
subject.  The  necessity  for  it  being  re- 
printed  was  shown  by  what  had  taken 
place  in  Canada.  Sir  Frederick  Borden, 
in  introducing  the  new  Militia  Act  of 
Canada,  which  consolidated  all  the 
military  laws  of  Canada,  asserted  that 
that  Act,  with  all  the  changes  that  might 
be  made  from  time  to  time  in  this  House^ 
was  part  of  the  law  of  Canada,  and  such  a 
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suggestion  must  be  news  to  many  Mem- 
bees  of  the  House.  Many  debates  had 
taken  place  both  in  this  House  and  in 
another  place  which  went  to  show  that  the 
War  OflSca  itself  had  never  very  carefully 
followed  the  law  as  laid  down  by  the 
Army  Act. 

The  Bill  now  before  the  House 
contained,  and  in  some  degree 
amended,  the  law  with  regard  to  Courts 
of  inquiry,  Courts-mai^t^ial,  and  matters 
discussed  in  the  House  as  recently  as  the 
previous  year.  He  would  not  enter  into 
the  details  of  the  cases  discussed :  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  say  that  the  two  dis- 
cussions which  took  place  in  another 
place  in  regard  to  the  Einloch  case 
brought  to  light  the  extraordinary  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  law  in  all  who  took 
part  in  those  discussions.  In  the  Kinlooh 
case  it  was  assumed  that  the  whole  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Army  Act  were  ap- 
plicable to  the  proceedings,  and  the  debate 
in  the  House  of  Lords  was  carried  on 
with  hardly  a  reference  to  the  fact  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  utterly 
in<idequate  to  the  case  and  had  no 
bearing  on  it  whatever ;  that  the  inquiry 
was  not  in  fact  such  an  inquiry  as  was 
contemplated  by  the  Act.  The  Courts 
of  inquiry  which  had  attracted  the  most 
attention  were  not  under  this  Act ;  not,  in 
fact,legalCourt8of  inquiryatall.  Members 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  who  had 
heard  of  regulations  being  amended  by 
these  amending  Bills  year  by  year,  and 
applied  to  Courts  of  inquiry,  were 
naturally  under  the  impression  that  every 
military  Court  of  inquiry  to  which  atten- 
'  tion  had  been  drawn,  was  held  under 
those  regulations,  and  when  they  found 
there  were  grave  breaches  of  the  law  based 
(m  Statutes  or  upon  regulations  based  on 
Statutes,  they  naturally  jumped  to  the 
conclusion  that  some  illegality  was  being 
practised,  whereas  these  Courts  of  inquiry 
were  not  constituted  under  the  Army  Act 
at  all.  There  had  been  frequent  dis- 
cussions as  to  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  simplify  that  state  of  things 
and  to  get  rid  of  that  alarmed  public 
opinion  which  was  excited  by  the  un- 
founded belief  that  in  these  cases  the  law 
had  been  violated,  by  having  only  formal 
Cx>urt8  of  inquiry— by  reducing  the  pro- 
ceedings in  aill  such  cases  to  statutory 
Sroceedings  under  these  Acts.  The 
iffictdties  of  applying  the  principles  of 
VOL.  CXXXIIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


the  Army  Act  to  Courts  of  inquiry  in 
time  of  war  were  insuperable.  In  time 
of  war  it  was  essential  for  commanding 
officers  to  take  action  quite  apart  from 
formal  G.iurts  of  inquiry  which  could  not 
bi  held  because  of  the  impossibility  of 
bringing  all  the  witnesses  together.  It 
was  difficult  to  say  that  a  commanding 
officer  who  was  going  to  take  such  action 
should  not  take  such  means  as  he  thought 
proper  to  inform  his  own  mind  as  to  the 
action  which  he  was  going  to  take.  But 
as  regarded  times  of  peace  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  present  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  declared  to  the  House  in 
1901  that  it  was  the  de^re  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  discourage  the  holding  of  pre- 
rogative Courts  of  inquiry  and  it  was 
hoped,  said  ^e  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  times  of  peace  to  hold  Courts  of  inquiry 
only  in  the  formal  manner  prescribed  by 
the  Act.  With  regard  to  the  case  which 
he  (Sir  Charles)  had  mentioned,  the 
point  was  that  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
were  under  the  impression  that  the  law 
had  been  violated,  but  what  had  in  fact 
occurred  was  that  the  form  of  a  Court  of 
inquiry  had  been  observed  in  a  proceeding 
which  was  not  a  Court  of  inquiry  at  all. 
The  same  difficulty  which  had  arisen  with 
regard  to  military  Courts  of  inquiry  had 
arisen  in  rec^ard  to  a  matter  which  it  was 
not  in  order  to  discuss  on  this  occasion. 

'^    Considerable  difficulty  arose  in  similar 

I  cases  of  Courts-martial   relating   to  the 

*  Auxiliary  Forces.    In  time  of  war,  when 

\  the  Auxiliary  Forces  were  incorporated 

I  with    the    Regular   Forces,    they    were 

I  amenable    to  the    military   law    under 

!  the  Army   Act,  but  not  otherwise.    In 

i  times    of    peace     the  Volunteers    were 

dealt  with  under  a  wholly  different  series 

of   Statutes,    their    Courts    of    inquiry 

being  held  under  the  Volunteer  Act  of 

1863.    Nevertheless  the  rules  of  procedur  > 

by  which  those  Courts  were  regulat  ,d 

were  drawn  under  the  Army  Annual  Acts 

and  largely  followed  the  language  of  those 

Acts.     It  was  an  extraordinary  fact  that 

Volunteer  Courts  of  inquiry  appeared  to 

I  be  in  the  habit  of  taking  evidence  on  oath 

j  without  having  authority  to  do  so,  unless 

;  the  authority  was  to  be  found  in  the 

I  Army  Acts.     Nor  had  they  power  to  pro- 

1  no  once  sentence,  and  yet  this  also  had 

I  been     done.       In    the    correspondence 

\  between  the  persons  affected  in  two  such 

cases  and  the   War  Office,  it  was  laid 
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down  by  the  Department  that  the  rules 
of  procedure  based  on  the  Army  Annual 
Acts  were  applicable  to  Volunteer  Courts 
of  inquiry,  but  that  idea  was  not  con- 
veyed  by  the  legislation  itself.  This  was 
a  point  to  which  he  invited  the  attention 
of  the  Attorney-General,  his  suggestion 
being  that  it  was  entirely  illegal  for  these 
Courts  to  take  evidence  on  oath  unless 
the  power  was  directly  given  by  Statute. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  if  they 
had  d  Judge  Advocate-General  in  the 
House — a  proposal  which  he  heartily 
{supported — these  matters  would  receive 
more  attention  than  at  present.  In  a 
case  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Exchange  Division  of  Liverpool  a 
lieutenant  had  been  declared  by  a  Volun- 
teer Court  of  inquiry  to  haMie  been  guilty 
of  insubordination,  and  he  submitted 
that  the  Court  had  no  legal  power  to 
give  such  a  decision.  If  it  was  pretended 
that  such  a  power  existed  it  could  be  only 
under  the  Army  Act,  which  was  not 
applicable  to  Volunteers  in  times  of 
peace  when  they  were  not  subject  to 
military  law. 

The  only  other  subject  to  which  he 
desired  to  refer  on  the  present  occasion 
concerned  the  language  of  the  Bill  and 
of  the  Amendments  for  the  present 
year.  The  proposals  with  regard  to 
protectorates  dealt  with  a  delicate  and 
difficult  subject,  because  there  was  no 
general  law  and  no  general  status  of  pro- 
tectorates. No  two  protectorates  were 
exactly  alike.  The  point  he  wished 
to  urge  was  that  the  words  placed  in  the 
Bill  were  directly  opposed  to  those 
rendered  necessary  by  the  Interpretation 
Act,  and  that  the  language  of  the  Statute 
as  altered  by  the  present  Bill  would  con- 
flict with  the  language  of  the  Interpreta- 
tion Act.  These  protectorate  cases  were 
extremely  difficult,  and  there  was  a  direct 
conflict  between  the  highest  authorities 
on  the  subject.  Sir  Henry  Jenkyns  had 
distinctly  stated  that  a  protectorate  was 
not  dominion,  whereas  in  the  case  of  the 
Jameson  Raid  the  jury  found  that  the 
Bechuanaland  Protectorate  was  a  portion 
of  the  dominions  of  the  Crown.  He  sug- 
gested that  in  this  Statute  it  would  be 
wise  to  follow  the  language  of  the  Inter- 
pretation Act,  which  was  good  enough 
for  every  other  purpose,  and  ought  to  be 
good  enough  for  the  War  Office  in  this 
matter. 

Sir  Charles  Bilke, 


Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.)  complained  that  there  was  no  copy 
of  the  reprint  of  the  Act  available  to 
Members  later  than  that  authorised  by 
the  House  in  1893,  and  as  there  was  only 
one  copy  in  the  library,  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  make  sense  of  the  Amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  to  ascertain  exactly  what  the  position 
of  the  Army  Act  really  was.  He  hoped 
the  Secretary  of  State  would  take  steps 
to  remedy  that  state  of  things.  Accord- 
ing to  the  preamble  the  Act  was  brought 
into  force  at  several  diflerent  dates. 
Doubtless  when  the  Act  was  originally 
introduced,  there  was  good  reason  for 
such  an  arrangement,  but  the  reason  no 
longer  existed,  as  steamships  and  the 
electric  telegraph  had  annihilated  dis- 
tance, and  rendered  it  perfectly  possible 
to  bring  the  Act  into  force  on  the  same 
day  throughout  His  Majesty's  dominions. 
He  suggested  two  reasons  for  the  proposed 
alteration  in  Clause  5  :  one  was  the  ques- 
tion of  recruiting,  and  the  other  was  that 
put  forward  in  the  official  explanation. 
It  was  clear  that  if  the  Department  had 
power  to  transfer  men,  in  lieu  of  im- 
prisonment, to  some  other  portion  of 
the  force,  certain  recruiting  difficulties 
in  some  of  the  corps  would  be  sur- 
mounted, but  some  good  reason  from  a 
military  point  of  view  ought  to  be 
given  for  these  compulsory  transfers. 
The  proposed  changes  in  Clause  7,  on  the 
question  of  deductions,  were  doubtless 
intended  to  regularise  a  practice  already 
in  existence.  Illegal  deductions  were 
constantly  made,  and  they  were  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  officers  for  disciplinary 
reasons.  On  Clause  8  he  asked  why  the 
Secretary  of  State  proposed  to  double 
the  amounts  which  might  be  stopped  from 
the  pay  of  non-commissioned  cheers  and 
men  for  the  maintenance  of  their  wives 
and  legitimate  children. 

Ma.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  that  this  measure,  was  a  very  old 
friend  of  his.  The  Army  Annual  Act 
was,  he  believed,  first  passed  in  the  year 
1881.  What  they  intended  to  do  was  to 
renew  that  Act  year  b>  year  by  a  renewing 
Act.  But  almost  every  year  since  1881  it 
had  not  been  a  question  of  renewing  the 
Act  and  the  powers  of  the  Government,  but 
of  amending  it,  and  the  result  was  that  they 
had  all  these   Amendments  which  had 
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now  to  be  read  into  the  original  Act,  and 
it  almost  surpassed  the  power  of  any 
ordinary  human  being  to  understand  the 
Act,  because  it  was  necessary  to  read 
«ome  thirteen  (NT  fourteen  Acta  of  Parlia- 
ment in  order  to  get  to  know  the  actual 
fftate  of  the  law.  This  was  another  ex- 
Ample  of  legislation  by  reference,  against 
which  he  hid  so  often  protested,  ft  was 
allusive,  illusiye,  and  elusive  legislation, 
•and  the  House  was  being  asked  to  pass 
an  Act  which  was  absolutely  unintellig- 
ible. The  simple  remedy  was  to  let  the 
Army  Act  be  reprinted  in  full  every  year, 
and  then  they  would  have  before  them 
some  intelligible  form  of  the  Act.  He 
asked  that  the  Government  should  re- 
in>int  the  Army  Annual  Bill  as  it  stood  at 

S resent,  with  an  addendum  if  they  so 
esired ;  but  at  any  rate  let  them  have 
the  Act  in  a  shape  in  which  they  could 
understand  it.  Clause  13  imposed  a  fresh 
obligation  upon  keepers  of  victualling 
bouses,  and  he  wished  to  know  why  that 
was  necessary  at  the  present  time.  They 
were  now  required  to  provide  one  extra 
"bed,  and  he  wished  to  know  if  any  addi- 
tion was  going  to  be  made  to  the  sum 
allowed  to  them,  because  they  should  not 
be  called  upon  to  provide  an  extra  bed 
for  the  soldiers  for  nothing.  He  did  not 
know  why  a  provision  of  this  sort  was 
necessary  when  barrack  accommodation 
was  very  much  greater  than  it  had  ever 
been  before.  The  practice  of  referential 
legislation  was  being  carried  to  an  undue 
extent  in  this  Bill. 


Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield)  said  the  alteration 
now  proposed  was  much  larger  than 
usually  took  place  in  this  Act,  and  when 
there  was  such  a  large  number  of  altera- 
tions he  thought  the  Act  ou^ht  to  be 
reprinted.  At  present,  great  inconveni- 
ence was  caused  to  those  who  had  to  use 
the  Act,  for  they  had  to  stick  in  slips  of 
paper  from  year  to  year.  This  was  a 
very  serious  matter  for  all  those  who  had 
to  deal  with  the  Act,  and  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  reprinted.  This  year  this  was 
especially  necessary.  He  trusted  that 
6ome  explanation  in  regard  to  the  point 
raised  by  the    right  hon.    Baronet  the 
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with  the  Volunteers,  to  have  such 
uncertaintiesexisting,andif  they  remained 
I  Volunteer  discipline  would  be  mide  still 
worse  than  it  was  at  the  pressnt  time. 
The  changes  now  proposed  were  not 
mere  details,  but  considerable  alterations. 
I  He  did  not  see  why  such  a  question  as 
j  was  now  provided  for  should  be  asked  in 
the  case  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  pay  of 
the  soldier,  and  the  very  reverse  was 
done  in  the  case  of  pfiicers.  In  Section  4 
the  alteration  was  that  the  soldier  was  to 
be  told  that  he  might  demand  a  Court- 
martial,  but  in  Section  12  certain  oSencss 
deprived  the  officer  of  the  right  of  a 
Court-martial.  It  was  quite  true  that  as 
a  rule  these  stoppages  had  baen  very 
often  made  illegally,  but  he  did  not  think 
\  it  improved  the  case  at  all  to  insert  a 
section  to  make  it  legal,  for  they  were 
,  cases  which  ought  certainly  to  go  before 
a  Court-martial.  An  officer  had  a  right 
to  demand  a  Court-martial  when  a  heavy 
penalty  was  put  upon  him.  The  altera- 
tion proposed  in  Section  1?  was  a  very 
serious  one  and  ought  to  be  looked  into, 
and  more  explanation  ought  to  be  given 
beyond  the  mere  fact  that  officers  had 
been  mulcted  illegally.  He  thought 
that  custom  ought  to  be  stopped.  He 
did  not  think  Section  7  was  necessary, 
!  and  perhaps  they  would  have  some 
better  explanation  of  it  than  was  given 
in  the  note.  He  did  not  see  that  such  a 
j  provision  was  necessary  at  all,  for  the 
officer  had  a  right  to  ask  for  a  Court- 
martial.  It  was  quite  unnecessary  to 
make  such  an  alteration,  because  officers 
ought  to  be  tried  by  a  Court  for  such 
offences  and  not  by  some  authority  at 
the  War  Office.  The  question  whether 
the  damage  had  been  done  by  the 
negligence  of  the  officer  was  not  one 
which  ought  to  be  decided  by  an  official 
but  by  a  court.  With  reference  to  para- 
graph 12  he  did  not  see  why  the  school- 
master was  not  to  be  reduced  because  he 
did  not  enlist  as  a  private.  In  his 
opinion  the  schoolmaster  ought  to  be 
reduced  in  the  same  way  as  other  men  in 
the  Army  and  he  did  not  quite  see  what 
this  section  was  meant  to  do.  The 
schoolmaster  ought  to  be  treated  in  the 


Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  would  be  i  same  way,  and  there  ought  to  be  the  power 


given,  because  it  seemed  to  be  a  very 
serious  drawback  and  some  provision 
ought  to  be  inserted  in  order  to  remedy 
it.     It  was.  always  difficult,  in  dealing 


of  reducing  him  just  the  same  as  in  the 
case  of  other  people  who  committed 
ofEences.  He  considered  the  printing  of 
the  Act  was  so  serious  a  matter  that  they 
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ought  to  insist  upon  having  some  definite 
pledge  from  the  Grovernment  upon  this 
point. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  said  he 
strongly  supported  the  proposal  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  that  this  Act  should 
^o  printed.  He  had  tried  himself  to  fit 
in  the  Amendments  to  the  Bill  this  year 
with  those  of  previous  years,  but  he  had 
entirely  failed  to  understand  them.  No 
doubt  there  were  many  difl&culties  about 
printing  the  Act.  There  were  so  many 
difficult  questions  affecting  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  men  of  the 
Army,  contained  in  the  Army  Annual  Act 
that  before  passing  Amendments  the 
House  ought  really  to  know  what  they 
meant.  They  should  also  be  confident  that 
those  who  represented  the  War  Office  did 
themselves  know  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  Amendments.  In  regard  to  Clause  4 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Lich- 
field, his  recollection  was  that,  when  he 
was  a  commanding  officer,  whenever  a 
man  had  his  pay  forfeited  he  had  the 
right  of  appeal  to  a  Court-martial.  He 
did  not  see  why  that  should  not  be 
enforced  and  made  clear  by  the  Amend- 
ment now  proposed.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  introduction  of  the 
Amendment  on  Clause  7  might  possibly 
lead  to  great  injustice  being  done  to 
officers  in  future.  He  thought  the  House 
ought  to  have  full  proof  of  the 
necessity  for  this  alteration.  Those  who 
remembered  the  Army  years  ago  knew 
that  if  there  was  a  nail  hole  in  a  wall  for 
which  an  officer  paid  2d.,  that  officer  would 
find  the  hole  still  there  if  he  returned  to 
the  barracks  ten  years  afterwards  and 
again  paid  for  it.  It  was  a  source 
of  permanent  income  to  the  barrack 
master.  The  tendency  now  was  to 
have  more  in  a  barrack  room  than  bare 
walb,  a  coal-scuttle,  a  table,  and  two 
chairs.  The  rooms  were  going  to  be 
furnished  and  a  charge  made.  Under 
the  new  system  of  administrative  dis- 
tricts and  Commanders-in-Chief  there 
might  be  very  heavy  charges  against 
officers  on  account  of  the  furniture 
from  both  these  authorities.  Were  these 
charges  to  go  simply  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  and  was  he  to 
have  absolute  dictum  in  saying  that  an 
officer  was  to  pay  whatever  was  charged 

Mr.  Courtenay  JVamer, 


against  him?  Was  the  officer  to  have 
no  appeal  to  a  statutory  Court  of  inquiry 
or  to  a  Court-martial?  The  Amend- 
ment would  open  the  door  to  very  great 
wrong  and  injustice.  The  Secretary  of 
State  could  not  be  expected  to  look  into 
every  individual  case,  but  surely  an  officer 
who  was  aggrieved  ought  to  have  the 
right  of  appeal  to  his  own  peers. 
Before  this  was  passed  into  law  they 
ought  to  have  strong  proof  that  it  was 
necessary.  Reference  had  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  King's  L3nin  to  the 
provisions  in  regard  to  a  bed  for  each 
soldier.  He  could  tell  the  hon. 
Member  that  if  it  had  been  his  for- 
tune to  march  as  a  cavalry  soldier 
through  Ireland  he  would  think  that  the 
Amendment  was  very  necessary.  He  had 
known  cases  in  which  three  or  four  men 
had  been  compelled  to  sleep  in  one  bed,  and 
sometimes  that  bed  was  a  very  dirty  one. 
In  some  instances,  the  men  had  preferred 
to  go  to  the  stables  and  sleep  on  a  little 
straw  rather  than  occupy  the  beds  which 
were  provided  for  them.  He  thought  it 
was  abeolutely  necessary  that  the  officer 
in  command  should  be  able  to  say  that 
every  man  who  was  billeted  should  have 
a  bed  to  himself. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) 
said  he  hoped  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  would  give  some  answer  to  what 
was  brought  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Forest  of 
Dean.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
was  doubtless  aware  that  there  was  a 
very  marked  difference  between  an 
ordinary  Court  of  inquiry,  which  was 
really  a  prerogative  Court,  and  a  Court  of 
inquiry  under  the  Statute.  What  did 
they  fold  ?  Invariably  a  Court  of  inquiry 
was  held,  and  he  was  perfectly  certain 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  officers  in  the 
Army  were  not  aware  that  there  were 
two  distinct  Courts — one  a  prerogative 
Court,  which  was  not  properly  a  Court  at 
all,  and  the  other  a  statutory  Court 
which  carried  very  much  greater  weisht. 
The  Courts  of  inquiry  which  took  place 
during  the  recent  war  in  South  Africa 
were  practically  not  Courts  at  all.  They 
were  Courts  held  purely  on^  the'responsi- 
biity  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or 
other  superior  officer,  for  the  j  purpose 
of  gleanmg  information.  He  was  sure 
that  the  Attomey-Ceneral  would  agree 
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with  him  in  saying  it  was  of  supreme 
importance  that  they  ^hoald  know  where 
the  law  ended  and  where  prerogative 
b^^an.  He  suggested  that  there  should 
be  schedules  of  those  matters  which  should 
be  dealt  with  by  Statute.  Those  who 
had  served  in  the  Army  were  aware  that 
there  were  numerous  cases  in  which  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  com- 
manding officer  to  obtain  certain  informa- 
tion before  he  ordered  a  Court-martial. 
He  was  not  an  advocate  for  ruling  out 
altogether  the  prerogative  Court-martial, 
but  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  laid  down 
clearly  in  this  Act  so  that  officers  might 
know  what  their  powers  were.  He  asked 
tlie  Attorney-General  to  give  the  House 
eome  information  as  to  the  Courts  of 
inquiry  which  had  been  taking  evidence 
on  oath  with  reference  to  the  Volunteers. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Courts  wnich 
had  been  dispensing  justice  in  connection 
with  the  Volunteers  had  not  been  acting 
legally.  During  the  war  in  South  Africa 
the  suggestion  was  frequently  made  that 
officers  in  the  Army  should  be  dealt  with 
in  precisely  the  same  way  as  officers  in 
the  Navy,  namely,  that  they  should  have 
the  power  under  all  circumstances  of 
demanding  a  Court-martial.  He  thought 
it  would  be  well  to  lay  down  definitely 
that  officers  should  have  that  power.  As 
to  charges  made  for  barrack  damages, 
he  could  state  that  these  were  very  irritat- 
ing to  officers,  non-conmiissioned  officers, 
and  men;  There  was  a  feeling  on 
the  part  of  private  soldiers  that 
they  were  mulcted  in  coasiderable  sums 
which  found  their  way  into  the  pockets 
of  certain  officials. 


Colonel  SANDYS  (Lancashire,  Bootle) 
said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  question 
of  the  position  of  the  Courts  of  inquiry 
was  somewhat  imperfectly  understood, 
and  the  few  words  he  wished  to  address 
to  the  House  were  founded  on  personal 
experience.  It  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  formerly  there  were  two  Courts 
— a  Court  of  inquiry,  and  a  Court  martial. 
The  object  and  raiaon  XHre  of  the  Court 
of  inquiry  was  to  .ascertain  whether  or 
not,  in  a  particular  case,  a  Court-martial 
should  be  held  or  not.  The  general 
officer  commanding  directed  the  Court  of 
tnqoiiy  to  assemble.  But  now  there  had 
cropped  up  what  was  called  a  statutory 


Court  of  inquiry,  which  seemed  to  be  a 
sort  of  inferior  Court-martiaL  He  hoped 
that  under  no  circumstances  would  the 
House  consent  to  the  original  Court  of 
inquiry  being  done  away  with.  It  could 
assemble  and  take  evidence  in  time  of 
war,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  this  pre- 
rogative'Court  would  be  fully  recognised. 
It  was  always  an  understood  thing  that 
a  Court  of  inquiry  could  give  no  decision 
in  a  case  before  them,  but  should  confine 
themselves  to  obtaining  evidence.  The 
law,  however,  was  in  such  a  confused 
state  that  nobody  could  understand  it. 

*  The  .secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Arnold-Forstbb,  Belfast, 
W.)  said  it  had  been  pointed  out  by  his 
hon.  friend  that  there  was  an  accumula- 
tion of  Amendments,  but  he  ventured  to 
trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
by  asking  it  to  give  consideration  to 
these  Amendments,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  likely  to  lead  to  the  advantage 
either  of  the  officer  or  of  the  soldier. 
There  was  no  object  beyond  a  benevolent 
intention  contained  in  the  clauses  he  had 
submitted  as  Amendments  to  the  Army 
Act.  The  complaint  which  had  been 
made  was  quite  unfounded  as  to  the 
form  in  which  the  Act  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  to  the  Army.  He 
had  anticipated  the  wishes  of  the 
House  and  had  made  arrangements  for  a 
reprint  of  the  Act  in  its  amended  form. 
It  would  be  advisable,  he  thought,  to 
distinguish,  not  only  the  Amendments 
which  might  be  passed  this  year,  but  in 
some  other  way  the  Amendments  made  in 
the  Act  since  the  last  general  reprint 
had  been  issued. 

Colonel  WELBY  asked  whether  the 
clauses  affected  by  these  Amendments 
could  be  printed  before  the  House  went 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
thought  the  clauses  affected  by  these 
Amendments  could  be  printed  in 
extenso  in  the  form  of  an  addendum.  He 
might  say  that  as  soon  as  he  became 
aware  of  the  condition  in  which  the  law 
stood  he  had  taken  steps  to  give  effect 
to  the  intention  which  all  hon.  Members 
had  at  heart  by  the  amendment  of  the 
law  which  had  so  important  a  bearing  on 
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the  libertieB  of  the   soldier.     The  hon. 

and    gallant    Member    for   Bristol   had 

asked,   in  reference    to  Clause    5,   why 

there    had  been  a    diminution    of    the 

period  of  six  months  limiting  the  right 

of  transfer  of  a  soldier  from  one  unit  to 

another.     He  could  assure  the  hon.  and 

gallant  Gentleman  that  thei^e  had  been 

no  sinister  design  imported   into    that 

clause    by    the    recruiting    department. 

It  was  desirable  to  have  that  power  of 

trrtnsfer,  but  he   was  satisfied  that  it 

would  have  to  be  done  with  the  full  assent 

of  the  House  as  a  matter  of  principle. 

>Some  attention  had  been  called  to  the 

operation  of  Clause  7,  which  regularised    for  the  complaint  that  these  Courts  ex 

the    existing    situation    in    respect    of  ■  ceeded  their  powers.      The  hon.  Member 


what  were  the  limits  of  its  prerogatives. 
It  was  stated  that — 

**  A  Court  of  inquiry  is  an  assembly  of  officers- 
directed  by  a  commanding  officer  to  collect 
evidence  and  report  with  respect  to  a  transac- 
tion into  which  he  cannot  conveniently  himself 
make  inquiry." 

Such  a  Court,  therefore,  had  not  in  strict- 
ness any  judicial  power;  it  could  only 
collect  evidence.  It  would  undoubtedly^ 
be  a  great  gain  if  Courts  of  this  kind 
were  not  to  express  opinions  affecting  the 
characters  of  officers,  but  should  confine 
themselves  to  matters  of  fact;  and  he 
hoped  there  would  be  no  ground  in  future 


reduction  of  officers'  pay.  The  practice 
was  already  sanctioned  by  Royal  War- 
rant, in  the  interest  of  officers.  Furniture 
was  now  supplied  for  the  officers  quarters ; 
and  it  was  thought  desirable  that  the 
power  should  be  exercised  under  Statute. 
He  really  believed  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
vision would  be  for  the  protection  of  the 
officers,  but  cases  might  arise  where 
officers  would  have  these  questions 
adjudicated  upon  without  the  formality 
of  a    Court-martial.      A    question    had 


opposite  had  referred  to  the  last  clause  of 
the  Amendment  dealing  with  the  day  oa 
which  they  would  come  into  force.  It 
was  a  most  reasonable  suggestion  that  the 
Act  should  come  into  force  everywhere,  if 
possible,  at  the  same  time.  He  would 
not  give  a  pledge  on  the  subject  until  he 
had  obtained  an  expression  of  opinion  oa 
the  matter.  It  was  necessary,  however, 
that  there  should  be  an  interval  between 
the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  and  ita 
being  put  into  operation  here,  and,  say, 


been  asked  in  regard  to  schoolmasters,  j  its  promulgation  in  such  distant  places^ 

as  Hong-Kong.  He  would  make  inquiry 
as  to  whether  the  period  could  not  be 
shortened  in  view  of  the  better  means  of 
communication  which  prevailed  since  the 
Act  was  originally  introduced. 


and  as  to  why  a  difference  was  made 
between  classes  of  schoolmasters.  There 
were  two  classes  of  schoolmasters  in 
the  Aimy— those  who  had  enlisted  as 
soldiers,  and  had  been  promoted  as 
schoolmasters  with  the  rank  of  warrant 
officer;  and  those  who  had  entered  the 
Array  as  schoolmasters  from  civil  life, 
and  who  also  held  the  rank  of  warrant 
officer.  In  the  first  place,  it  had  been 
felt  that  it  was  an  injustice  to  the 
soldier,  and  was  not  in  the  interest  of 
discipline,  that  one  man  should  be  ex- 
posed to  one  set  of  penalties,  and  the  ; 
other  to  another  set  of  penalties.  Thus, 
they  were  regularising  the  situation  by 
putting 

footing.  Attention  had  been  called  to 
the  question  of  Courts  of  inquiry.  He 
shoidd  like  to  point  out  that  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  ambiguity,  as  had 
been  suggested,  with  reference  to  these 
Courts  of  inquiry.  The  nature  of  a 
Court  of  inquiry  was  described  in  Part 
II.  of  the  Rules  of  Procedure  of  the  Army. 
There  was  laid  down  quite  clearly  what 
the  nature  of  a  Court  of  inquiry  was,  and 
Mr,  Amold-Forster, 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he  had 
asked  a  specific  Question  in  regard  to 
Volunteer  Courts  of  inquiry. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTERsaid  he  war 
aware  of  the  case  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  referred.  He  understood  that 
these  Courts  of  inquiry  had  proceeded  aa 
if  they  were  constituted  under  the  Arrays 
-  -  -     Act.    That  was  not  the  fact.     They  had 

the  two  classes  on    the    same  I  ^o  power  to  administer  an  oath  or  pro- 

nounce  a  sentence.    He  could  understand 
that  if  an  endeavour  had  been  made  to 
administer  an  oath  to  any  person  coming 
before  a  Court  conducted  by  a  Volunteer 
officer  without  the  sanction  and  approval 
I  of  the  War  Office,  that  person  might  refuse 
I  to  take  the  oath,  and  there  was  no  power 
to  compel  him  to  take  it.     There  was  no 
I  suggestion  that  those  Volunteer  officers 
who  sat  on  a  Court  of  inquiry  had  ex- 
ceeded their    powers,   or  had  done  any 
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injosiice  during  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings.   It  was  not  competent  for  him 
to    review    the  decisions    of  a  Court  of 
inquiry  which  had  been  held  under  the 
sanction  of  the  War  Office;     On  the  real 
signification  of  taking  an  oath  in  giving 
evidence  at  these  inquiries  he  would  sug- 1 
gest  that  the  question  should  be  raised  in  ' 
Committee,  when  he  would  give  further  I 
information. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  said  he 
doubted  whether  he  should  be  in  j 
order  in  raising  the  question  in  Com- 
mittee, but  he  would  place  the ' 
letter  to  which  he  had  referred  in  the  ; 
hands  of  the  War  Office,  and  perhaps  the  j 
Attorney-General  would  give  an  opinion. 

*Mr.  ARN9LD.FORSTER  said  he 
would  ^deal  with  the  letter.  The  point  > 
appeared  to  be  this.  It  was  necessary  to 
conduct  these  Volunteer  inquiries  accord- 
ing to  some  procedure,  and  the  procedure 
which  had  recommended  itself  to  the 
officers  was  that  which  obtained  in  the  I 
Army. 

*SiRj  CHARLES  DILKE  said  the' 
Volunteer  Courts  had  assumed  that  they  • 
had  power  to  admiaister  the  oath,  but  I 
they  acted  contrary  to  the  Statute.  I 


*Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  said  he 
would  not  carry  the  matter  further 
at  that  stage,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
House  would  now  pass  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  DALZIEL  ;^(Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
said  he  was  surprised  that  the  Attorney- 
General  had  not  responded  to  the  definite 
request  made  to  him  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean.  He  did  not  understand  why  the 
reply  should  be  postponed.  Were  those 
proceedings  regular  or  irregular;  were 
they  legal  or  illegal  ? 

The  attorney -general  (Sir 
RoBEBT  FiNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs)  said 
it  would  be  better  to  have  the  specific 
circumstances  inquired  into  before  giving 
an  opinion  in  regard  to  them.  Un- 
doubtedly the  power  to  administer  an 
oath  must  be  legalised  by  Statute.  He 
understood  that  at  these  Courts  of 
inquiry  no  sentence  was  pronounced.    Of 


course,  if  a  sentence  were  pronounced  it 
would  be  a  different  matter  altogether. 
As  he  understood  the  case,  the  Court  of 
inquiry  found  that  a  particular  officer 
had  been  guilty  of  a  reprehensible  offence, 
but^there  was  no  question  of  pronouncing 
sentence. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  was  obliged  to 
the  learned  Attorney  -  General  for  the 
indirect  reply  he  had  given,  but  it  did  not 
proceed  far  enough.  Was,  or  was  not, 
the  taking  of  the  oath  at  those  inquiries 
legal  ?  The  learned  Attorney-General 
did  not  indicate  any  statute  legalising 
that  procedure.  It  was  a  more  serious 
matter  than  the  Gk)vemment  appeared  to 
imagine,  and  he  was  surprised  that  the 
War  Office  had  allowed  the  uncertainty  to 
continue. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  there 
was  no  question  of  sentence  resulting; 
simply  a  report  was  made  to  the  War 
Office  which  was  the  executive  authority 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  the  Attorney- 
General  might  be  technically  correct,  but 
the  report  of  the  Court  was  an  indirect 
sentence  in  itself,  because  on  it  was  based 
the  sentence  which  was  ultimately  passed 
by  the  War  Office.  He  thought  the  time 
had  arrived  when  some  directions  should 
be  given  as  to  how  such  inquiries  should 
be  conducted.  A  very  serious  case  had 
come  under  his  personal  notice,  and  it 
was  surely  due  to  the  Volunteers  that 
they  should  know  exactly  where  they 
stood  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  stated  that  a 
witness  had  the  option  of  being  examined 
on  oath  or  not.  What  would  be  the 
position  of  the  witness  who  objected  to 
be  sworn  1  He  might  be  a  very  impor- 
tant witness,  but  if  not  sworn,  his  evidence 
would  be  regarded  as  absolutely  without 
value.  Therefore,  the  suggestion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  one  to 
which  any  importance  could  be  attached, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  only  the  other  day,  in  reply  to  a 
Question,  that  three  Volunteer  command- 
ing officers  had  found  Lieutenant  Green 
guilty  of  insubordination,  that  the  military 
authorities  had  called  upon  him 
to     reMgn,      and     that,     he     refusing. 
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steps     were    taken    for   his     removal.  1 
Practically  the  Court  asked  him  to  resign. 
It  appeared  to  him  tha|t  before  the  Bill 
passed   its  Second  Reading  the  House  ' 
ought  to  have  from  the  Attorney-General, 
or  some  representative  of  the  War  Office,  ' 
a  definite  declaration  as  to  how  the  law 
stood  in  regard  to  those  inquiries.    It ' 
was  a  farce  and  an  absurdity  that  the 
oath  should  be  administered  without  any  ' 
bgal  authority.      It  was  now  practically  i 
admitted  that  the  inquiries  were  con-  ' 
ducted  in  an  irregular  manner.  ' 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the   debate  stood  adjourned.  ; 


Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

LAND  JUDGE'S  COURT  (IRELAND). 

Mb.  murphy  (Kerry,  E.)  moved,  "  To 
call  attention  to  the  procedure  of  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  in  Ireland,  the  delay  con- 
sequent thereon,  the  causes  to  which  such 
delay  is  due,  the  hardships  to  tenants,  en- 
cumbrancers, and  landlords  arising  there- 
from ;  and  to  move,  '  That  the  time  has 
arrived  for  taking  immediate  steps  to 
wind  up  the  business  of  the  Land  Judge's 
Court  in  Ireland  in  the  interests  of  all 
concerned.'" 

He  said  recesses  came  and  went,  per- 
haps too  quickly  for  them  all,  sessions 
might  conclude,  and  Parliaments  might 
end,  but  the  Irish  question,  in  one  phase 
or  another,  would  go  on  as  long  as  the 
administration  in  Ireland  in  all  depart- 
ments was  defective  and  bad,  and  the 
people  were  deprived  of  the  management 
of  their  own  affairs.  To-night  they  were 
back  again  to  Ireland  and  Irish  land 
t)nce  more.  The  fortunes  of  the  baUot  had 
given  him  the  opportunity  of  opening  a 
debate  on  the  Land  Judge's  Court  in 
Ireland.  It  was  a  subject  of  vast  im- 
portance from  all  points  of  view,  and 
he  regretted  very  much  that  the  dis- 
cussion on  it  should  rest  with  him.  He 
was,  however,  consoled  by  the  fact  that 
an  arrangement  had  been  made  whereby 
his  Motion  would  be  seconded  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  and  he  felt 
sure  that  any  defects  of  statement  on  his 
own  part  would  be  fully  made  up  by 

Mr,  Dalziel. 


others.  They  asked  to-night  that  imme- 
diate steps  should  be  taken  to  wind  up 
the  business  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
in  Ireland,  and  proof  after  proof  would  be 
given  of  the  reasonable  nature  of  the 
demand.  They  could  show  that  in  con- 
stitution and  in  procedure  the  Court  was 
a  failure,  and  that  a  radical  treatment 
was  required  to  cure  the  diseases  from 
which  it  sufEered.  Unfortunately  the 
Rules  of  the  House  make  it  impossible  to 
discuss  the  conduct  of  the  Judge  who 
presided  over  the  Court,  and  in  Parliament 
it  appeared  one  could  not  use  disrespect- 
ful language  of  a  Judge  of  the  High  Court. 
Well,  he  would  meet  the  case  as  far  as  it 
was  possible  by  refusing  to  speak  of  him 
or  his  methods  in  respectful  language,  and 
leave  the  blank  spaces  to  be  filled  in  by 
the  experience  or  knowledge  of  hon. 
Members. 


I      What  was   the   Land  Judge's  Court 
.  in  Ireland  ?     It  was  necessary  to  tell 
the    House   of  Commons     because      it 
i  was  a  Court  that    had    no    equal  nor 
even  a  comparison  in  any  other  land. 
If  a  Commission  were  appointed  for  the 
translation  of  valuable  documents  from 
the  ancient  Irish  into  the  Saxon  tongue, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
\  mons  were  constituted  theruling  authority 
'  on  the  ground  that  on  a  few  occasions 
i  he  listened  to  efforts  to  make  speeches 
I  in  Irish  in  this  House,  the  appointment 
'  would    be    as   reasonable    as   that    on 
I  which  an  Irish   Land    Judge   was  ap- 
pointed.    And    the    duties    would    be 
performed  as  efficiently  in  the  one  case  as 
they  were  in  the  other.    The  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  matter  found  that  the 
Purchase  Clauses  of  the  Land   Act  of 
1870    were    destroyed    by    this    Court. 
The  right  hon.  (Gentlemen  the  Member 
for   Montrose    Burghs,  a   former  Chief 
Secretary,  in  referring  to  the    state  of 
business  in  the  Court,  declared  it  to  be— 

'*  A  great  and  recognised  scandal.'' 

How  far  these  expressions  were  justi- 
fied the  debate  would  show.  The  Court 
practically  had  its  origin  in  1848  as  the 
Encumbered  Estates  Court.  Irish  land- 
lords to  a  large  extent  first  plundered 
and  then  encumbered  their  properties. 
Legal  ingenuity  invented  the  Court, 
and,  as  a  result  of  its  work,  in  ten 
years  £23,000,000  worth  of  property 
changed    hands.     It    did     not    always 
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cliange  hands  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  as  could  be  learned  from  the 
records  of  the  estate  purchased  by  the 
notorioas  John  Greorge  Adair  and  other 
land  speculators.  In  1858  an  Act  was 
passed  constituting  the  *'  Landed  Estates 
Court "  and  it  was  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
facilitate  the  sale  and  transfer  of  land  in 
Ireland."  But  instead  of  endeavouring 
to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  Act  the 
Court  grew  into  what  had  been  truly 
described  as  "a  huge  rent  office." 
According  to  the  Act»  particulars  had  to 
be  famished  to  Parliament  of  the  estates 
in  Court,  but  the  duty  was  irksome  and 
inconvenient  and  was  soon  evaded. 
The  Court  had  power  to  make  rules 
as  to  returns  and  other  matters  and 
they  soon  ruled  out  the  returns. 
It  would  not  do  to  let  the  public  too 
much  into  the  knowledge  of  the 
dark  ways  and  means  of  the  place 
which,  in  their  way,  were  as  peculiar  as 
those  of  a  certain  person  of  whom  they 
had  heard  much  in  recent  days.  The 
result  was  that  they  were  all  in  the  dark 
to  a  large  extent  as  to  the  full  amount  of 
the  property  in  Court,  but  from  certain  | 
official  statements  it  would  appear  to 
include  rentak  amounting  at  all  events 
to  seven  hundred  thousands   pounds  a 

J  ear,  or  a  fifth  of  the  land  of  Ireland. 
E  they  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
particulars,  he  replied  that  the  trouble 
would  be  too  great  to  procure  them.  If 
they  asked  the  Attorney-Gkoeral  of 
course  he  said  the  same.  He  never  did 
anything.  But  it  showed  how  little  the 
answers  supplied  were  to  be  relied  on  when 
the  officials  of  the  Court  in  a  claim 
circulated  this  morning  in  reference  to 
their  positions  stated  definitely  that 
though  up  to  1889— 

"  The  whole  department  was  in  a  state  of 
chaoe." 

they  were  soon  after  able  to  make  out — 

"Complete  lists  of  the  estates  under  the 
Court  and  also  of  the  Receivers  alphabetically 
arranged.*' 

By  the  Judicature  Act  and  sundry  other 
cluuiges  Judge  Ross  found  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  State  Rent  Collecting  Depart- 
ment with  the  8toJbU8  of  a  Judge  of  the 
High  Court.  He  could  send  a  man  to 
prison  for  an  unlimited  period  if  he 
spoke  of  any  of  his  estates  in  what  he 
considered  an^improper  manner.  His 
informatioa    upon  matters    was  gained 


from  Receivers  like  Mr.  Oeorge  Hewson 
of  Leitrim — who  was  publicly  charged 
with  making  a  false  statement  in  an 
affidavit  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Leitrim,  and  who  took  no  action  about 
it — or  mea  whose  knowledge  of  land 
seemed  to  consist  in  their  ability  to  buy 
horses  from  the  farmers  for  £7  and  sell 
them  to  the  War  Office  for  £30  for 
service  in  South  Africa.  The  learned 
Judge  did  send  people  to  prison  uuder 
his  powers  for  the  reasons  stated.  Some- 
times it  was  a  poor  peasant  and  some- 
times a  Member  of  Parliament.  The 
formula  was  that  the  contempt  must  be 
purged  by  an  apology  and  a  promise  not 
to  ofiend  again.  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Leitrim  was  sent  to  prison  for 
putting  something  into  his  newspaper 
about  an  estate,  and  he  was  to  be  kept 
there  until  he  apologised.  He  would 
not  apologise,  however,  and  they 
were  still  waiting  an  explanation  as  to 
why  he  was  released.  But  the  game 
went  on  in  practically  the  same  old  way. 
Hundreds  of  Receivers  who  could  never 
earn  anything  atany  other  occupation  took 
fees  amounting,  he  was  told,  to  £100,000 
a  year.  Hordes  of  solicitors  pocketed  law 
costs,  and  one  section  and  all  combined 
to  bless  the  machinery  of  the  Court,  and 
to  destroy  the  hopes  of  tenants' encum- 
brancers and  landlords  over  whom  they 
were  placed. 

There  was  an  Act  passed  in  1896  which 
contained  what  was  called  the  40th 
Section.  It  was  a  section  to  apply  the 
principle  of  compulsory  sale  to  estates  in 
the  Court.  The  whole  procedure  of  the 
Court  tended  to  make  it  inoperative, 
and  wherever  possible  it  was  evaded. 
Take  the  case  of  the  Herbert  Estate  in  the 
county  of  Kerry.  It  was  an  estate  where 
the  40th  Section  applied,  but  so  much 
concealment  of  the  facts  took  place  that 
even  the  tenants'  solicitor  never  suspected 
it  and  thought  the  sale  was  a  voluntary 
one  until  the  bargain  was  completed,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  tenants'  in- 
terests suffered.  Take  the  case  of  the 
Rae  Estate  in  the  same  county.  The 
section  applied  there  also,  but  the  Church 
Body  were  the  encumbrancers.  Instead 
of  being  sold  to  the  tenants  it  was  allowed 
to  betaken  out  of  Court  and  the  Receiver 
under  the  Court  appointed  Receiver  to 
the  estate  and  the  tenants  defrauded  of 
purchase.    The  harm  of  such  a  proceeding 
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needed  an  illustration.  He  would  give  one . 
There  were  two  estates  under  the  Court 
near  the  famous  Gap  of  Dunloe.  The 
section  applied,  and,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Act,  they  should  both  be  sold 
to  the  tenants  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Land  Commission.  But  the  landlords 
were  allowed  to  negotiate  direct  with  the 
tenants  without  any  help  from  the  State 
who  were  to  provide  the  money.  It  was 
clear  both  estates  were  of  a  similar 
character.  Yet  in  the  case  of  John  Mahony 
the  prices  paid  ranged  from  ten  to  seven- 
teen years  purchase,  while  in  the  case  of  The 
Macgillycuddy  the  price  was  eighteen  years 
all  round,  and  some  of  the  tenants  against 
whom  the  landlord  had  some  feeling  had 
not  been  allowed  to  purchase  at  all. 
These  statements  could  not  be  contro- 
verted, and  surely  they  constituted  a  public 
scandal.  But  there  was  worse  in  the 
cases  6f  the  two  last  mentioned  estates. 
The  Chief  Secretary's  Land  Act  of  1903 
loomed  on  the  horizon  after  The  Macgilly- 
cuddy tenants  had  signed  their  agreements, 
and  before  the  Mahony  tenants  had  done 
so.  An  encimfibered  landlord  would 
grasp  at  anjrthing,  and, of  course,  they  both 
grasped  at  the  bonus  provided  in  the  Act. 
Both  landlords  tried  to  argue  the  tenants 
into  delay.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Mahony 
the  tenants  fortunately  had  an  able 
adviser  in  Mr.  Moriarty,  solicitor,  Kil- 
lamey,  and  he  arranged  that  the  tenants 
would  await  the  Act  if  the  land- 
lord signed  a  written  agreement  to 
allow  the  jmces  to  remain  the 
same.  After  considerable  pressure  he 
consented  to  do  so,  the  result  being 
that  the  tenants  had  their  land  at  the 
old  price,  the  landlord  took  £2,000  of  a 
bonus,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Stoke- 
upon-Trent  could  credit  the  Land  Judge's 
Court  with  the  loss  to  the  taxpayer  in 
which  he  was  so  much  interested.  The 
Macgillycuddy  was  not  in  the  same 
position  to  get  agreements  under  the 
new  Act,  but  everything  had  been 
delayed  without  reason  in  his  sale,  and 
he  (the  speaker)  was  told  he  was  going 
about  amongst  the  tenants  offering  them 
half  the  bonus  if  they  would  sign  new 
agreements  to  enable  him  to  get  the 
other  half.  Then  there  was  the  McCartie 
Estate  near  Killarney,  where  the  most 
ridiculous  objections  had  been  allowed 
to  delay  a  sale  for  years,  and  the 
Duggan  Estate,  where  there  was  no 
Mr.  Murphff, 


!  owner  in  existence,  or,  worst  of  all,  tfie 

Harte  Estate  where  yoars  ago  an  order 

'  for    sale    was    made,   and    one    of    the 

'  owners,  a  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  then  allowed 

I  to    enter    into    negotiations    i;\nth    the 

I  tenants  for  purchase.    Whatever  manipa* 

I  lation    or     numbugging    was    going    on 

I  he  was  «till  negotiating  and  the  tenants. 

had  g''t  no   nearer  to   purchase.    And 

all   this   kind   of  thing  went  on  under 

**  An  Act  to  facilitate  the  sale  of  land,"^ 

the    Judge  of  which  had  to  swear  on 

tnking  office  that  he  "would  duly  and 

faithfully,  and   to  the  best  of  his  skill 

and  power,  execute  the   office  of  Judgo 

I  of  the  Landed  Estates'  Court  in  Ireland.'" 

j  If  his  power  could  not  cope  with  such. 

matters  then  it  ought  to  be  strengthened  ; 

j  if  the  policy  of  the  Acts  under  which. 

he  acted  was  not  plain  then  it    ought 

I  to  be  made  so. 

According  to  the  Land  Conunissioa 
Return  in  eight  years  only  £1,058,053> 
worth  of  property  had  been  sold 
'  under  the  40 bh  Section  of  the  Act 
of  1896.  In  a  period  harJly  longer 
£23,000,000  passed  through  the  En* 
I  cumbered  Estates  Court.  What  was 
the  cause  of  the  difference  and  delay? 
The  Chief  Secretary  tokl  them  in  1901 
that  Judge  Ross  had  shown  great  energy » 
and  that  he  was  not  there  to  protect 
the  landlord  or  the  tenant  but  th^ 
creditors.  Judge  Ross  himself  told  them 
he  was  not  there  to  consider  what  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  tenant,  but 
what  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
estate,  and  though  after  the  passage 
of  the  Land  Act  of  1903  he  declared 
his  conscience  would  not  allow  him  to- 
deprive  the  tenants  of  the  benefits  of 
it,  still  they  found  the  price  of  land 
going  up  in  his  Court,  and  tenants 
penalised,  as  in  Wexford,  because  the 
sea  depreciated  the  value  of  their  lands. 
I  He  would  tell  the  Chief  Secretary  where 
<  all  these  proceedings  were  leading  to* 
To  the  hardship  of  the  individual  tenant 
and  the  loss  of  the  nation.  The  notorious 
I  Warden  Estate  was  allowed  to  be  pur- 
i  chased  in  that  Court  by  a  land  specu- 
lator ten  years  ago  for  ten  years  pur- 
chase. The  whole  place  was  a  congested 
district;  still  without  an  effort  by  the 
Congest2d  Districts  Board,  without  any 
strong  hand  to  help  them,these unfortunate 
tenants  had  been  forced  into  bargains 
under  the  1903  Act  at  prices  ranging  fro nx 
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twenty-one  to  twenty-five  yeara  purchase. 
How  could  peace  and  prosperity  return  to 
the  country  if  such  things  continued? 
This  Court  had  become  disproportioned 
and  its  weight  would  ruin  all  below. 
How  could  land  purchase  proceed  if 
40,000  tenants  ^were  held  up  in  a  vice. 
Was  not  this  Court  clogged?  Was  not 
ita  machinery  cumbrous  and  slow  ? 
What  was  going  to  be  done  to  clear  it, 
and  how  did  the  Chief  Secretary  propose 
to  do  it?  Let  him  give  an  honest 
answer  and  not  one  obtained  from  the 
officials,  but  one  founded  on  the  facts. 
Judge  Ross  himself  was  the  brother  of 
a  landlord  near  Derry.  His  retinue  of 
Receivers  and  solicitors  were  dependent 
on  his  Court  for  a  living.  Their  opinions 
on  the  matter  should  be  cast  aside,  and 
a  clear,  definite,  and  speedy  remedy 
applied.  Here  surely  was  a  problem 
under  their  noses  that  could  be  dealt 
with  by  methods  in  their  hands.  He 
could  not  say  that  he  was  hopeful  of 
the  result  as  far  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  concerned.  Many  of 
hb  recent  appointments  in  Ireland  and 
much  of  his  policy  gave  no  reason  for 
hope.  He  might  want  to  know  what 
the  Irish  Members  proposed  to  do  with 
Judge  Ross  and  his  Court,  but  it  was  not 
for  them  to  say.  So  long  as  he  under- 
took the  government  of  Ireland  the 
duty  of  reform  was  his.  He  might,  if 
he  desired,  make  Judge  Ross  Provost 
of  Trinity  College,  and  relegate  or  elevate 
Dr.  Traill  to  the  chair  of  a  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  means  of  protection 
necessary  in  the  cases  of  "  poor  fellows 
who  might  be  sentenced  to  be  hung." 
But  at  all  events  let  him  tell  them  fully 
to-night  how  far  he  proposed  to  remedy 
a  condition  of  things  that  was  a  dis- 
grjKse  in  every  respect  and  ought  to  be 
at  once  changed  in  the  interests  of 
Ireland. 

*Mr.%T.^|W.5RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
seconded  the  Resolution.  He  confessed 
that  in  doing  so  the  principal  difficulty  he 
felt  was  in  the  absence  of  the  jury.  [Irish 
cheeiBi  and  a  Member  :  That  is  not  un- 
usuaL  ]  An  admirable  case,  one  which  he 
believed  would  carry  conviction  to  any 
jury  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of  address- 
ing it,  had  been  put;  but  the  misfortune 
of  this,  and  every  Irish  case,  was  that  it 
would  not  be  heard  by  the  jury  which 


would  give  the  verdict.  Somewhere 
about  midnight  they  would  see  troops  of 
hon.  Members  coming  into  the  Hou8e  and. 
gaily  voting  down  one  of  the  best  cases 
that  could  be  put  by  any  Party,  voting, 
to  keep  up  one  of  the  greatest  anomalie^^^ 
that  existed  even  in  Ireland.  He  was 
not  going  to  tell  the  House  what  he 
thought  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court.  He 
was  going  to  give  a  judicial  word  picture 
of  the  institution  by  a  gentleman  whose 
authority  would  not  be  questioned  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  or  the  learned  Attorney- 
General,  or  anybody  connected  with' 
Ireland.  He  referred  to  Mr.  Justice 
Bewley,  once  the  judicial  member  of  the 
Irish  Land  Commission.  Now  in  givins^ 
judgment  in  the  Harkness  case  Mr.  Justice 
Bewley  said  :  "  The  Land  Judge'i  Court,, 
instead  of  being  a  Court  for  the  sale  of 
estates,  had  become  a  gigantic  rent  office* 
Receivers  were  appointed  for  encumbered 
estates,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  elaborate 
and  expensive  .preparations  were  made  for 
a  sale  which  every  person  knew  would 
never  take  place.  When  estates  were 
put  up  for  auction  there  were  no  bidders- 
and  the  sales  were  adjourned  sine  die. 
The  occupying  tenants  were  the  only 
persons  likely  to  purchase  and  never 
received  adequate  notice.  The  Receivers 
and  solicitors,  having  the  charge  of 
the  proceedings,  had  a  direct  personal 
interest  in  letting  things  remain  as 
they  were."  He  wished  to  let  the 
House  see  what  a  great  judicial  per- 
sonage thought  of  this,  one  of  the  chief 
Irish  institutions.  What  would  be  the 
Chief  Secretary'^  reply?  He  thought 
he  was  in  a  position  to  anticipate 
it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
probably  say  that  Mr.  Justice  Bewley 
spoke  in  1897,  and  that  he  was  quite 
right.  But  he  would  say  that  since  that 
time  great  improvements  and  progress 
had  been  made.  He  would  say  that  the 
rental  of  the  Court,  then  about  £700,000 
a  year,  had  been  reduced  by  one-half,, 
that  the  cases  in  the  Court  had  been 
greatly  diminished,  that  a  large  amount 
of  property  had  been  sold,  and  that  the 
Land  Judge  was  pushing  things  as  fast 
as  he  could.  Everyone  4cnew,  although 
procedure  was  very  slow,  that  a 
great  many  estates  or  .  properties 
had  been  sold  under  the  40th  Section  of 
the  Act  of  1896 ;  but  the  House  should 
remember  that  it  was  the  pressure  of 
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Irish  Members  that  really  impelled  the 
Government  to  deal  with  this  Court  in 
that  Act.  He  was  in  a  position  to  give 
a  curious  piece  of  evidence  in  regard  to 
this.  Irish  Members  would  recollect  that 
in  189*4  he  moved  for  what  was  called 
the  Morley  Committee,  and  when  the 
order  of  reference  was  being  prepared  it 
included  the  right  to  examine  into  the 
procedure  of  the  Land  Judges'  Court.  The 
Ulster  Unionist  Members — he  meant  the 
official  Members,  the  Gentlemen  who 
were  in  revolt,  who  were  conspicuous 
by  their  absence  when  an  Irish 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
was  before  it — protested  against  the 
Land  Judge's  Court  being  inquired  into 
by  the  Committee  or  by  any  other  body ; 
and  he  actually  had  to  leave  that  out  of 
the  order  of  reference  and  to  consent 
to  take  the  Committee  without  this  Court 
being  inquired  into.  The  ringleader  of 
that  Party  was  now  a  Judge  in  Ireland 

Me  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
8.)  :  Who  was  it— Ross  ? 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  he 
had  stated  the  fact;  and  he  wai 
not  to  be  drawn  any  further.  They  were 
thwarted  in  their  efforts  to  get  infor- 
mation about  this  Court  before  the 
Committee  presided  over  by  the  Member 
for  Montrose.  Had  they  been  any  more 
successful  in  any  other  effort  they  had 
made  ?  They  had  asked  to  be  privy  to 
what  had  been  done  under  various  Acts 
of  Parliament.  What  had  been  the 
reply  ?  The  reply  had  been  made  that 
the  Land  Judge's  Court  was  pressed  with 
work  and  had  no  time  to  give  elaborate 
returns.  This  was  the  answer  given  the 
other  day  by  the  Chief  Secretary  in  perfect 
good  faith,  and  yet  the  previous  day  the 
Treasury  was  dismissing  clerks  from 
this  department  because  they  had  no 
work  for  them  to  do.  If  they  were 
ignorant  as  to  the  progress  being  made  in 
this  Court  it  was  not  because  they  had  not 
asked  for  information ;  it  was  because  they 
had  been  refused  that  information.  They 
had  had  no  returns  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  Court  under  the  Act,  and  they  were 
perfectly  in  the  dark.  They  therefore 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tell  them 
the  facts  and  what  he  was  going  to  do 
in  delation  to  them. 

There   was  another  thing  which  had 
probably  helped  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
Mr.  T.  W  Rmsell 


make  out  the  case  he  would  make 
to-night.  Since  the  Ad/  of  1903  a 
State  bonus  had  been  given  to  the 
sellers  of  landed  property  in  Ireland, 
and  there  had  been  a  very  remark- 
able movement  in  the  Court.  The 
owners  of  estates  had  been  very 
desirous  of  getting  out  of  the  Court,  not 
that  they  might  sell  them  to  the  tenants, 
— when  that  was  the  only  object  to  gain 
they  were  not  in  a  hurry — but  in  order 
to  collar  the  bonus  outside.  Undoubtedly, 
if  the  Court  had  been  depleted  of  estates, 
and  if  the  rental  coming  into  the  Court 
had  now  been  largely  reduced,  it  had  been 
because  of  the  hurry  of  these  landlords, 
who  thought  their  estates  were  solvent,  to 
get  them  sold  outside  and  get  the  bonus 
they  would  not  get  if  they  remained  in 
the  Court.  But  if  the  estates  were 
solvent,  what  right  had  they  to  be 
in  the  Court  at  all?  Did  the  Chief 
Secretary  know  all  the  State  got 
for  managing  these  estates  ?  Did  the  two 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial 
Bench  know  that  there  had  been  hun- 
dreds of  these  estates  managed  at  the 
public  expense  ?  The  Attorney -General 
shook  his  head.  Let  him  wait.  All 
that  the  State  got  was  the  stamp  duty  on 
the  Receiver's  accounts.  This  was  all,  and 
it  did  not  keep  up  the  Land  Judge's 
Court.  The  person  who  paid  the  rest  for 
managing  perfectly  solvent  estates  in 
many  cases  was  the  general  taxpayer, 
^hy  should  these  solvent  estates  be  in 
the  Court  at  all  ?  It  was  a  Court  for  the 
sale  of  bankrupt  estates,  and  the  House 
I  had  no  right  to  allow  this  thing  to  go  on 
I  any  longer.  If  the  estates  were  solvent, 
I  let  them  be  taken  out  and  let  the  nominal 
'  owners  manage  them  for  themselves  at 
I  their  own  charge.  What  kept  the 
insolvent  estates,  which  he  knew  were 
the  great  majority,  there  ?  Why  were 
they  not  sold  ?  The  Court  was  estab- 
lished to  sell  them.  They  had  been 
there  fifty,  forty,  thirty,  twenty,  and  ten 
years.  The  nominal  owner  had  now  no 
interest  in  them;  he  had  long  ceased  to 
be  a  factor  in  the  question  at  all ;  it  did 
not  matter  to  him  in  most  cases  what 
became  of  the  estatei.  The  encum- 
brancers car^  very  nearly  as  little, 
because  they  knew  perfectly  well  most  of 
them  would  never  get  a  farthir.g  out  of 
them.  Who  were  the  people  who  really 
cared  about  keeping  them  there  %     First 
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of  all,  there  was  tlie  army  of  Receivers,  I 
who  were  mainly  land   agents.      They  j 
received  a  commission  lor  collecting  these  ' 
rents,  and  of  counie  they  had  an  interest ' 
in  keeping  the  estates  in  Court,  because  i 
the  moment  they  were  sold,  whether  they 
were  solvent  or  insolvent,  the  commission 
ceased,  and  their  occupation  was  gone. ' 
This  was  clear  enough;    human  nature 
was  human  nature  even  in  the  breast  of 
an    Irish  Receiver.      Who  else  had  an 
interest  in  keeping  them  there  ?      The 
great  army  of  solicitors  and  barristers. 
They  had  a  vital  interest  in  keeping  these 
estates  in  the  Court.    Could  anyone  tell 
him  another  man  who  had  an  interest 
in   keeping  the   estates  in  the  Court? 
Apart  from  these  Receivers,  solicitors, 
ai^  barristers  who  made  a  living  out  of 
keeping   them  in  the    Court,  there  was 
not  a  man  whose  interest  was  not  to  get 
them  out. 

What  was  the  excuse  for  delay? 
First  the  title,  which  did  great 
service.  There  was  the  Gault- Estate 
in  the  county  of  Tyrone.  The  Chief 
Secretary  told  him  the  other  day 
the  reason  why  that  estate  was  not  sold 
was  because  of  a  defect  in  title.  He  was 
convinced  that  there  was  no  defect  in 
title  and  that  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
been  misled  and  misinformed.  If  title 
could  not  be  proved  in  twelve,  or  twenty 
years,  was  there  the  slightest  chance  that 
it  would  ever  be  proved  on  this  side  of 
the  grave  ?  It  was  all  nonsense. .  What 
was  the  use  of  bringing  up  as  an  excuse 
that  the  title  was  defective  and  could 
not  be  proved  after  estates  had  been  in 
the  Court  for  twelve  years.  Let  them 
make  a  new  title,  just  as  the  Parliament 
of  1847  did;  let  them  give  the  tenant 
purchasing  an  indefeasible  title  over 
every  comer,  and  the  Court  would  be 
cleared.  What  was  the  second  cause  of 
delay?  Why,  it  was  one  of  the  most 
absurd  things  that  could  be  imagined. 
He  had  heard  more  than  half-a-dozen 
Chief  Secretaries  explain  the  delay  with 
excuses  about  turf  and  boundary,  and 
one  thing  or  another  of  that  kind.  Of 
course,  tiiey  got  these  excuses  put  on 
their  lips ;  they  were  the  official  mouth- 
pieces of  the  Land  Judge's  Court.  They 
had  no  inspector  belonging  to  the  whole 
department;  they  had  not  a  man  they 
could  send  down  to  examine  into  the 
turf    or  boundaries  or    anything   else. 


Who  settled  these  disputes  ?  Why,^ 
the  solicitors  and  Receivers.  Outside 
Bedlam  anything  like  that  had  never 
been  heard.  The  fraud  ought  not 
to  be  persisted  in  for  another  hour.  He 
would  be  told  that  there  was  no  money  to 
pay  an  inspector,  but  he  could  prove  that, 
since  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1903  two  gentlemen  to  whom  was  paid 
£3,000  a  year  had  not  had  a  hand's  turn 
to  do.  Why  should  not  Mr.  Stanilaus 
Lynch  and  Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien  be  put 
to  this  work  ?  If  there  was  a  will  a  way 
would  be  found,  but  there  was  no  will 
or  way  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  for  the 
settlement  of  these  matters,  and  there 
never  would  be  until  Government  took 
the  whole  question  in  hand. 

When  the  Land  Act  was  passed  Trinity 
College  received  out  of  the  Irish  Develop- 
ment Grant  £5,000  a  year.    The  view  of 
the  Government  was  that  they  would  meet 
with  great  loss  in  the  sale  of  their  estates,, 
and  as  this    was    a    great   educational 
establishment  it  ought  not  to  sufEer  by 
any    legislation.      None    of    the    Irish 
Members  liked  it.      But  there    was    a 
common  idea  among  Irish  landlords  that 
they  ought  to  get  the  full  price  for  their 
land  plus  the    State  bonus.      But  the 
bonus  was  granted  in  order  to  bridge  the 
difierence  between  the  need  of  the  land- 
lord and    the  capacity  of   the    tenant. 
It  was  never  intended  that  the  landlords 
should  ask  the  highest  price  for  the  land 
and  get  a  present  of  three  years  purchase 
from  the  State  in  addition.     There  had 
been  cases  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
in  which  Trinity   College  was    greatly 
interested.     One  was  that  of   a  county 
Donegal  case  in  which  Trinity  College 
was  the  owner  of  the  head  rent.     The 
tenants  had    offered    twenty-two  years 
purchase  of  the  second-term  rents,  and 
eighteen  and  a  half  years   purchase  of 
I  the  non- judicial  i:ients,  the  total  purchase 
money  offered  being  £42,300.     Trinity 
College  had  a  head  rent  of  £1,788,  and 
i  required  twenty-five  years  purchase,  or 
I  £44,705.      Hence   the    terms  were    not 
,  agreed  to.     What  was  Trinity  College 
given  the  £5,000  a  year  for  if  she  was  to 
I  demand  these  monstrous  prices  ?*    There 
I  was  also  the  Mansfield  ca,^  in  county 
T3rrone.    An  absolute  order  for  sale  was 
{  made  and  concluded  with  the  tenants  at 
I  seventeen     years    purchase    in     1898. 
'  Nothing  resulted.    In  June,   1899,  Mr, 
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Barton,  an  Ulster  land  agent,  applied  for 
and  got  £77  for  costs  of  negotiating  the 
sale  at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent,  on  the 
purchase  money,  and  the  sale  was  treated 
by  the  Court  as  a  concluded  transaction. 
Again  nothing  resulted.  A  new  receiver  was 
•appointed  and  in  February,  1900,  the  Land 
Judge  ruled  that  there  should    be  no 
further  delay,  but  from  that  time  to  11th 
January,  1904,  nothing  had  been  done. 
'The  moment,   however,  that  the  Land 
Act  was  passed  they  came   into  Court 
and  asked  for  a  settlement.     The  sale 
at  seventeen  years    purchase   went  for 
nothing,  and  they  demanded  terms  under 
rthe  new  Act.    The  case  of  the  Massereene 
and  Deane  Estate  was  equally  remark- 
able.     In  April,  1891,  an  absolute  order 
for  sale  was  made,  but  from  1891  to  1897, 
not\\ith standing  that  order,  there  never 
was  any  real  attempt  to  sell  the  property, 
though  the  encumbrancer  pressed  for  the 
sale.     On  15th  July,  1897,   the  encum- 
brancer   brought    the    solicitor     before 
the  Land  Judge  and  charged  him  with 
the     delay.     No    rule    was    made    on 
that     motion.      In     December,      1899, 
the  solicitor  was  again  brought  up  for 
delay,   and  an    order    was    made    that 
unless  £5,000  was  paid  before  February, 
1900,  the  solicitor  would  be  discharged. 
In  April,  1900,  the  carriage  of  sale  was 
tranf erred  to  another  solicitor.    In  March, 
1902,  the  offer  of  the  tenant  was  accepted 
and  the  money  was  to  be  advanced  b 
the  Land  Commission.      In  December, 
1902,  the  Land  Commission  declared  the 
sale  ofE  unless  completed  at  once.    Ulti- 
mately, the  solicitors  who  had  caused  the 
delay  made  a  motion  to  the  Judge  that 
their  costs  should  have  priority  over  the  i 
£5,000  due  to  the  man  who  had  lent  the 
money.   Although  this  had  been  going  on 
since  1891,  not  a  penny  had  been  paid,  i 
The  estate  was  solvent  when  it  went  into 
Court ;  now  it  was  bankrupt.     There  was  ^ 
also  the  case  of  the  Macfarlaue  Estate  in 
county  Tyrone.     It  entered  the  Court  in 
1881,  when  Mr.  Gladstone's  great  Land 
Act  was  passed.     Within  the  last  two  or 
three  years  the  tenants  offered  eighteen 
years  purchase  for  the  whole  estate  and 
the  Cotirt  agreed  to  accept  it.    A  lady 
became  the  tenant  of  the  sporting  rights,  ' 
and  the  whole  sale  of  the  property  to  a 
wretchedly  poor   tenantry  living    upon  : 
bits  of  bog  had  broken  down  because  of 
.  the  sale  or  letting  to  this  lady.     He  was 
Mr.  r.  W,  RusseU. 


sorry  to  say  that  the  lady  was  the  wife 

of  the  Land  Judge.     It  was  unbearable 

that  a  case  like  that  should  come  before 

the  Land  Judge  for    his  sanction.     He 

I  demanded     that    the    Chief     Secretary  . 

I  should    tell    them     to-night    what    was 

I  really   to   be   done    about  these    cases. 

It  was   only  fair  to  say,  however,  that 

I  Mr.  Justice  Ross  did  not  sit  when  this 

I  particular  case  came  up,  his  place  being 

taken    by  Mr.   Justice  Meredith. 

'      The  last  point  to  which  he  would  refer 

I  was  the  position  of  the  clerks  in  the  Land 

Judge's  Court.     They  entered  the  service 

I  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago ;   they  were 

,  not  civil  servants,  they  had  brought  the 

office  out  of  a  condition  of  chaos  and  con- 

I  fusion ;  and  now,  because  the  work  had 

I  decreased,   they  were  being   discharged 

and  thrown  on  the  world.     They  had  no 

,  legal  claim  on  the  Government,  but  he 

suggested  that  as  the  Estates  Commis- 

I  sioner's  work  was  increasing  and  more 

assistance  would  be    required    in    that 

'  department,  instead    of    fresh   and  un- 

I  trained  clerks  being  engaged  these  men 

should  be  given  the  pre'"erence.     In  con- 

'  elusion  he  appealed  to  the  Chief  Secretary 

to  face  this  work,  and  not  to  be  fooled 

as  previous  Chief  Secretaries  had   been 

fooled  by  the  officials  of  this  Court.     The 

work  could  be  done,  the  Court  cleared, 

and  the  estates  sold,  only  by  some  one 

in  the  Chief  Secretary's  position  grasping 

the   nettle  boldly,  telUng  all  concerned 

that   the  Court  was   established  to  sell 

estates,  not  to  keep  them  in  Court,  and 

that    no    matter   whose   interests    were 

concerned,  so'd  they  must  be.    He  begged 

to  second  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  time  has  arrived  for  taking 
immediate  steps  to  wind  up  the  business 
of  the  Land  Judge's  Court  in  Ireland  in 
the  interests  of  all  concerned." — (Mr. 
Murphy.) 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  8.)  said 
he  was  very  glad  that  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  East  Kerry  was  success- 
ful in  the  ballot,  and  that  he  had  brought 
forward  this  Motion,  because  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  was  such  a  perfect  scandal 
that  the  oftener  public  opinion  was 
brought  to  bear  on  it  through  the  medium 
of  this  House,  the  better.  On  the 
Thames  Embankment  there  stood  a  thintr 
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called  Cleopatra's  Needle.    Some  people  I 
claimed  for  it  that  it  was  made  1,500  ' 
years    before    the  Christian    Era.      He 
thought  he  might  venture  to  claim  for  it 
that  it  was,  perhaps,  less  clumsy  to  work 
the  finest  embroidery   than    the  Land 
Judge's  Court  in  Ireland  was  to  sell  the 
encumbered  estates.     This  Court,  as  the 
House  was  aware,  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Justice  Ross,  and  if  he  were  the  best 
Irishman  that  ever  lived,  conscientiously 
striving   to  sell  the  encumbered  estates 
for   the  benefit  of   both    landlord   and 
tenant,  he  could  not  make  satisfactory  , 
progress,  because  he  was  hampered  and  , 
impeded  by  a  system  that  was  invented 
many  years  ago  when  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Court  Act  was  passed ;  and  the 
rulee  thereunder  were  arranged,  not  to 
facilitate  sales,  but  for  keeping  estates  in  ; 
Court,    and  now  the  whole    thing  had 
grown    to    be     a    huge    rent-collecting  , 
machine.     This  Court  was  establishel  in  I 
1849  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  called 
*'  .\n  Act  to  further  and  facilitate   the 
sales  of  estates  in  Ireland."    It  did  not  i 
work  very  well,  however,  and  to  hasten  i 
matters,    the    Landed    Estates     Court 
(Ireland)  Act  was  passed  in  1858,  and  a 
permanent  Court  created  for  the  sale  and 
transfer  of  land.     A  set  of  complicated 
rules  were  made  uncler  that  Act  which 
were  long  ago  out  of  date.     Practicall^r 
each  case  had  to  be  started  by  a  petition 
for  saft;  then  there  was  an   order  for 
sale    made;  then  a  notice    was  served 
on  all  the  tenants  and  a  map  was  made ; 
then  the  abstract  of  title  came  on  and 
the  tenants'   objections,  and  then    the 
rental  was  finally  finished.    Every  oppor- 
tunity was  given  to  tenants  and  aajoin- 
ing  owners  and    their  tenants  to  make 
any  objection  or  claim  they  thought  well 
of.    An  outsider  was  then  the  purchaser, 
and  naturally  enough  he  wished  to  know 
exactly  what  he  was  getting  for  his  money. 
The    purchaser    was    now    the    tenant, 
who  knew  exactly  what  he  was  buying, 
-consequently    the     rules    were     behind 
the   times.      They     had     an    energetic 
solicitor    in    Wexford    who     had    sold 
over  £750,000  worth  of  property,  acting 
as  tenants'  solicitor.   This  was  how  it  was 
done:      A  Wbxford    engineer  was  sent 
down  to  make  a  map.     The  landlord's 
solicitor  drew  the  agreements   up,   the 
tenants'  solicitor  got  them  signed  and 
jthe    sale    was    finished    in    six    weeks. 


and  this  might  include  about  100  tenants* 
If  such  an  estate  were  put  into  Court  for 
sale,  the  order  for  sale  would  not  be  made 
for  six  months;  the  maps  and  rental,  which 
the  Wexford  engineer  finished  in  a  week, 
would  take  six  months  more,  perhaps  six 
years,  and  then  the  proceedings  in  Court 
would  take  so  long,  before  it  would  finally 
come  on  for  auction  or  sale  before  the 
Land  Judge,  that  half  the  tenants  would 
have  di6d,  which  would  mean  that  the 
rental  should  be  amended,  and  this  would 
probably  take  a  few  months  or  years 
more.  This  was  exactly  what  occurred 
on  Lord  Keane's  estate,  which  was  in  his 
own  constituency.  It  took  two  years  to 
correct  the  mistakes  made  in  the  rental 
six  years  previous. 

Now,  even  if  the  Land  Judge  had  not 
such  a  system  to  contend  with,  his  pro- 
gress must   necessarily  be  slow,  because 
there  was  more  work  cut  out  for  him  than 
any  man  could  do.     This  was  what  usually 
happened  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court.    One 
day  each  week  was  fixed  for  hearing  cases 
under  the  40th  Section  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1896  and  the  7th  Section  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1903.    During  the  other  five  days 
of  the  week,  the  time  of  the  Court  was 
taken    up    with  motions    dealing   with 
disputes  between  mortgagees  about  their 
property,  disputes  between  tenants  about 
a  right  of  way,  a  boundary  or  a  fence,  or 
turbary  righto,  disputes  about  some  small 
charge  on  the  property ;  applications  to 
{  get  a  rent  temporarily  reduced,  and  small 
I  matters  of  that  kind.    There  were  usually 
two  or  three  counsellors  on  each  side,  and 
as  if  five  days   in  the  week  were  not 
enough  for  these    disputes,   they    were 
frequently  carried  into  the  sixth,  whilst 
an  estate  where  eighty  or  100  tenants  were 
concerned  was  rushed  through  in  half  an 
hoar  and  as  a  rule  nobody  was  examined, 
or  only  the  Receiver  of  the  estate,  although 
according  to  the  40th  Section,  each  and 
every  one  of  ibhe  tenants  had  a  right  to  be 
heard  in  reference  to  the  price  the  Land 
Judge  was  going  to  fix ;  but  it  was  not 
even  pretended  that  the  tenants  should 
get  a  fair  hearing.      Again,   sales  were 
blocked  by  certain  powers  that  were  in 
possession   of    the    Land    Judge  which 
I  enabled  him  to  demand  a  higher  price 
I  for  the  estate  than  the  price  fixed  by 
I  the    experts  of    the  Land  Commission. 
The  price  was  fixed  after  examination 
and    inspection    by    the  ^experts,    and 
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the  Land  Commission  was  prepared  to 
advance  the  highest  penny  that  the 
estate  was  security  for,  but  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  virtually  said — "  What  do  I  care 
about  you  or  your  price.  You  may  be 
experts,  you  may  know  the  value  of  land, 
but  I  have  certain  powers  conferred  upon 
me  by  the  British  Government,  and  I 
mean  to  exercise  these  powers,  although 
I  know  nothing  at  all  about  land.  I  can 
demand  whatever  price  I  like  for  that 
estate.  I  want  four  years  purchs^e  more  i 
for  that  estate  than  your  price,  and 
except  you  give  it  there  will  be  no  sale." 
That  was  exactly  what  happened  on  the 
King  Estate  in  his  constituency.  It  had 
been  in  Court  for  some  years.  After  the 
usual  delays  an  agreement  was  arrived  at 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  the  price 
agreed  to  was  eighteen  years  purchase, 
and  this  agreement  was  signed  by  the 
tenants  and  sanctioned  by  the  Land 
Judge.  A  surveyor  was  sent  down  to 
survey  the  estate,  and  he  did  it  in  a  most 
extraordinary  manner.  In  some  cases  ac- 
cording to  him  the  ^rmers  had  exchanged 
holdings,  in  other  cases  he  gave  a  part  of 
one  tenant's  farm  to  another,  and  in  one 
or  two  cases  he  put  two  farms  and  a  part 
of  another  into  one,  so  that  when  the 
estate  again  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Ross 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done  only  post- 
pone the  sale.  But  Mr.  Justice  Ross 
stated  in  the  open  Court  that  as  the 
tenants  were  in  no  way  to  blame  they 
should  not  suffer  by  the  postponement. 
In  the  meantime  the  Land  Act  of  1903 
was  passed,  and  then  the  landlord  de- 
manded twenty-two  years  purchase.  D  d 
Mr.  Justice  Ross  keep  his  promise  ?  No, 
but  he  told  the  tenants  they  should  amend 
their  offer,  and  as  they  had  now  cheaper 
money  to  buy  with,  he  would  very  soon 
fix  the  price  for  them,  if  they  did  not 
make  a  more  reasonable  offer  to  the  land- 
lord. Was  that  justice  ?  If  he  agreed 
to  pay  a  certain  price  for  a  thing  to-day, 
was  the  bargain  to  be  broken  and  must 
he  pay  more  for  it  to-morrow  because 
there  was  a  reduction  in  the  interest  of 
money  ?  Everything  in  connection  with 
the  Land  Judge's  Court  seemed  to  be  out 
of  joint. 

Another  cause  of  expense,  incon- 
venience, and  delay,  was  that  two 
Courts,  separated  from  each  other  by  about 
a  mile,  did  identically  the  same  class  of 
work,  and  both,  at  the  same  time,  dealt 

Mr.  Ffrench, 


with  the  same  estate,  with  messengers 
constantly  going  to  and  fro.  Mr.  Justice 
Ross  was  in  the  Four  Courts,  while  the 
Land  Commission  Court  was  in  Merrion 
Street  about  a  mile  away.  Why  could  not 
the  Land  Commission  sit  in  the  Four 
Courts  alongside  the  Land  Judge's  Court  ? 
The  question  aro.<«e.  Did  those  gentlemen 
in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  want  to 
seU  the  encumbered  estates?  Biany 
people  were  of  opinion  that  they 
did  not,  because  the  more  estates  that 
were  sold  the  less  rosy  would  be 
the  prospect  of  fat  salaries  with  Uttle  to 
do.  In  this  Court  there  was  a  gentleman 
called  an  examiner.  What  he  examined  or 
whom  he  examined  it  was  not  quite  clear, 
as  sales  were  very  slow ;  but  one  thing  was 
perfectly  clear,  and  that  was  the  salary 
paid  to  him  was  £2,000  a  year.  The  Re- 
ceivers were  paid  another  £2,000  between 
them  every  year  for  doing  litde  or  nothing. 
The  officers  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court, 
and  there  was  a  large  number  of  them, 
were  all  well  paid  with  little  to  do.  The 
solicitors  on  each  estate,  when  all  counted 
up,  sometimes  numbered  fifteen  or  twenty 
on  a  single  estate.  And  how  were  aU  those 
gentlemen  that  he  had  referred  to  paid  ? 
They  were  ail  paid  out  of  the  estates,  and 
consequently  they  did  not  want  sales. 
He  would  give  the  House  an  instance  of 
how  these  gentlemen  sold  estates.  In  his 
constituency  there  was  an  estate  called 
the  Richards  Estate,  which  was  placed  in 
Court  some  twenty-seven  years  ago.  A 
list  of  rentals  was  prepared  and  it  took 
ten  years  to  prepare  it.  A  list  of  rentals, 
as  many  hon.  Qentlemen  were  aware» 
was  a  very  simple  document.  It  con- 
tained merely  the  names  of  the  tenants, 
the  name  of  the  townland,  barony,  and 
county  in  which  each  one  lived,  the 
number  of  acres  he  held,  the  rent  he  paid, 
the  gale  da}rs,  and  the  nature  of  the 
tenancy.  Any  ordinary  intelligent  man 
could  make  out  a  list  of  rentals  for,  say, 
a  hundred  tenants  in  about  a  fortnight. 
But  it  took  ten  years  to  make  out  this 
one.  Then  fifteen  years  more  passed  by 
and  nothing  was  done  by  the  Land  Judge 
except  listening  to  endless  disputes 
between  the  lawyers,  and  after  twenty-five 
years  the  estate  was  just  |is  near  being 
sold  as  at  the  commencement,  [and  it 
would  not  have  been  sold  yet  only  ^e  ten- 
ants'  solicitor  hauled  it  out  of  Court.  The 
sale  realised  £10,000.  The  cost  was  £2,000. 
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This  was  divided  between  the  do-nothings 
of  tlie  Jjand  Judge's  Court,  and  they  would 
have  had  more  out  of  it  onlyfor  thetenants' 
solicitor  who  e£Eected  the  sale,  and  who 
felt  himself  happy  to  get  a  £50  note  out 
of  it.  The  very  same  thing  occurred  on 
the  Edwards  Estate,  the  Howlin  Estate, 
and  Lord  Eeann's  Estate,  all  in  his  con- 
stituency. They  were  in  Court  for  twenty 
or  twenty-five  years,  and  would  be  there 
still  only  the  tenants'  solicitor  hauled  them 
out  of  Court. 

It  was  very  strange  that  although 
it  might  take  many  years  to  sell 
an  estate  in  Court,  it  could  be  sold  in 
as  many  weeks  outside.  Suppose  some 
merchants  in  London  who  did  business 
by  telegram  and  cablegram  and  wireless 
tel^aphy,  and  who  dashed  through  the 
streets  in  motor-cars,  always  making  the 
most  of  their  time,  were  told  that  it  took 
over  twenty-five  years  to  sell  a  little 
estate  in  Ireland,  that  it  took  ten  years 
to  prepare  a  list  of  rentals  giving  occupa- 
tion to  half  a  dozen  solicitors,  eight  or 
ten  ofl&cers  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court, 
presided  over  by  the  Land  Judge  himself, 
that  fifteen  years  more  passed  by,  the 
Land  Judge  listening  to  the  endless  dis- 
putes of  the  lawyers,  without  making  any 
progress,  and  that  after  twenty-five  years, 
when  the  estate  came  really  to  be  sold, 
it  was  found  that  a  new  list  of  rentals 
had  to  be  prepared,  that  the  old  one 
was  useless,  because  the  tenants  were  all 
dead  except  two,  who  were  more  or  less  im- 
mortal. What  would  the  merchants  say  ? 
Surely,  Sir,  they  would  say  that  those 
people  employed  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court  should  not  be  allowed  to  live  in  a 
civilised  country,  but  that  they  should 
be  deported  to  Central  Africa  or  Arabia, 
where  men  are  not  much  encumbered 
with  clothes,  and  he  was  very  much 
afraid  they  would  insist  that  one  or  two 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  who  made  ingenious  excuses  for 
them,  should  go  with  them  to  show  how 
the  agony  was  being  piled  on  in  other 
directions.  On  the  Colclogh  Estate, 
which  was  also  in  his  constituency,  there 
was  going  to  be  a  labourers'  cottage  put 
oc  a  &rm.  Mr.  Norris  Goddard,  a  solicitor 
from  Dubhn,  a  valuer,  and  Mr.  Doolan, 
the  agent,  attended  in  state  to  oppose  the 
cottage  which  was  passed,  and  they 
charged  the  estate  ten  guineas  each,  or 
over  £30.  Besides  this  every  tenant  who 
VOL,  CXXXIIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


went  into  Court,  numbering  about  100,  Mr. 
Norris  Gknldard  appealed  against.  This 
brought  himself  and  the  valuer  six  guineas 
a  case,  or  a  total  of  £630.  Doubtless  Mr. 
Doolan,  the  Receiver,  got  a  slice  also.  Did 
these  people  want  the  estate  to  be  sold  ? 
Would  anybody  belonging  to  this  estate 
bring  on  a  sale  except  compelled  by  the 
Land  Judge  or  by  statute  ?  Certainly  not. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  made  a  bold 
effort  to  settle  the  Irish  Land  question, 
but  he  would  find  that  satisfactory  pro- 
gress could  not  be  made  except  he  took 
the  Land  Judge's  Court  in  hand,  and 
reformed  it,  because  it  was  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  the  sale  and  transfer  of  land 
although  it  was  established  to  sell  estates. 

He    would    respectfully    submit    the 
following  reforms  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's consideration — First,  that  the  Re- 
turn he  moved  for,  a  few  days  before  the 
Easter  recess,  be  granted;  second,  that  the 
rules  of   the    I^and    Judge's    Court  be 
recast;  third,  that    one  of  those  Irish 
Judges  who  were  constantly  being  pre- 
sented with  white  gloves  be  appointed  to 
adjudicate  on  those  minor  matters  that 
he  had  referred  to  and  allow  Mr.  Justice 
Ross    to    apply  'himself    to    the    40th 
Section  of  the  Land  Act  of  1896,  and  the 
7th  Section  of  the  Land  Act  of  1903; 
also  that  more  examiners  be  appointed ; 
fourth,  that  Mr.  Justice  Ross  be  deprived 
of  that    power  which    enabled  him  to 
block  the  sale  of  estates  by  demanding  a 
higher  price  for  them  than  their  value ; 
fifth,  that  the  Land  Judge's  Court  and 
the  Land  Commission  Court  should  be 
brought  into  close    proximity   to  each 
other;  and  sixth,  that  all  those  gentle- 
men   employed    in    the    Land    Judge's 
Court  should  be  paid  by  the  job,   and 
that  they  should  not  get  a  single  penny 
out   of   an   estate    until    it    was    sold. 
The    right    hon.   Gentleman    the    Chief 
Secretary  promised   immediately  before 
Easter  that  he  would  see  if  some  such 
Return  as  he  moved  for  could  be  made 
out.     This  was  the  only  bit  of  consolation 
they  had  ever  got  regarding  this  Return. 
He  moved  for  it  once  or  twice  before,  and 
he  alluded  to  it  in  a  little  speech  which 
he  made  in  the  House  about  three  years 
ago.     The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  also  moved  for  a  like 
Return  twice  or  three  times.    They  were 
always  told  that  the  labours  of  making 
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out  such  a  Betum  would  be  gigantic,  and 
that  the  benefitfl  would  be  nt/,  and  con- 
sequently the  Return  could  not  be 
granted.  Would  it  be  difficult  to  put 
down  on  paper  the  number  of  estates  in 
the  Land  Judge's  Court;  the  names  of 
the  counties  in  which  they  were  situated ; 
the  date  on  which  each  one  was  placed  in 
Court;  the  rents  as  shown  by  the  last 
Receiver  Account;  and  what  proceedings, 
if  any,  had  been  taken  to  sell  the  estates. 
It  was  idle  to  pretend  that  there  was 
any  difficulty  in  making  out  this  Return. 
The  reason  this  Return  had  not  long  ago 
been  laid  before  the  House  was  that  those 
gentlemen  employed  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court,  and  the  Land  Judge  also,  were 
utterly  ashamed  of  themselves  at  the 
slow  progress  made  in  the  sale  of  estates. 
Could  such  cases  as  he  had  referred  to, 
cases  that  were  found  everywhere  all 
over  the  country,  occur  if  such  a  Return 
were  made  out  every  three  months  ?  Could 
estates  be  kept  nearly  thirty  years  in 
Court?  Would  ten  years  be  spent  in 
preparing  a  list  of  rentals  that  a  man 
could  make  out  in  a  fortnight  ?  Could 
thousands  of  pounds  be  spent  in  trying 
not  to  sell  an  estate  ?  No,  oir,  this  House 
would  never  stand  it.  ,  The  public  would 
not  stand  it.  He  respectfully  appealed 
to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  grant  this  Re- 
turn. It  was  the  first  and  most  necessary 
step  to  drain  this  bog — this  sink — the 
Land  Judge's  Court,  in  which  estates 
were  sometimes  lost,  and  the  owners 
were  lost  with  them.  What  was  the  use  of 
passing  Acts  of  Parliament  to  facilitate 
the  sale  and  purchase  of  land  so 
long  as  there  was  a  pitfall  like  this  in 
the  way. 

Any  person  like  himself,  who  had  lived 
all  his  life  amongst  the  Irish  tenant 
farmers,  could  very  easily  distinguish  the 
difference  between  the  farmer  who  had 
purchased  and  the  farmer  who  had  not. 
As  soon  as  a  man  became  the  owner  of 
his  farm,  the  terror  of  the  landlord  and 
the  uncertainty  of  the  Land  Courts 
disappeared,  and  he  settled  down 
to  improve  and  cultivate  his  farm  accord- 
ing to  the  most  approved  methods.  An 
air  of  comfort  seemed  to  settle  down  all 
over  the  place,  and  prosperity  bloomed 
round  the  homestead.  This  was  a  desir- 
able state  of  things,  a  state  of  things  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  should  strive  to  bring  about,  in 
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the  interest  of  the  Irish  tenant  farmers 
in  the  interest  of  the  landlords  them- 
selves, and,  above  all,  in  the  interest  of 
the  British  Government.  Who  were  the 
men  that  carried  their  flag  to  victory  on 
many  a  hard-fought  field  !  WeU,  Sir,  to 
say  the  least,  the  Irish  peasant  soldier 
did  his  share,  and  he  would  venture  to 
say  that  the  British  Government  never 
made  a  greater  mistake,  never  committed 
a  greater  crime  against  itself,  not  to 
speak  of  the  crime  it  committed  against 
the  Irish  nation,  than  when  it  allowed  the 
Irish  peasantry  to  be  swept  wholesale  off 
the  land. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  said  he  did 
not  propose  to  make  many  observations  on 
the  concluding  remarks  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Wexford.  He  had  often 
said  that  the  transfer  of  the  land 
to  the  occupying  tenants  was,  in 
the  view  of  the  Government,  the  proper 
solution  of  the  land  question  in  Ireland. 
The  hon.  Member  had  asked  whether  it 
would  be  difficult  to  draw  up  a  Ust  of  all 
the  estates  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court. 
It  might  be,  but  whether  it  was  difficult 
or  not  such  a  Return  would  be  quite  mis- 
leading for  any  purpose  the  hon.  Member 
had  at  heart.  He  would  develop  that  at 
some  length,  because  there  was  some  mis- 
conception on  this  subject  which  ought 
to  be  cleared  up.  Hon.  Members  had 
often  used  words  which  had  led  him  to 
assume  that  they  held  that  every  estate 
in  this  Court  could  be  sold,  even  every 
bankrupt  estate.  This  was  not  at  all  the 
case.  There  were  a  number  of  compli- 
cated and  technical  reasons  why  they 
could  not  be,  and  a  Return  of  every  estate 
would  really  throw  no  light  on  the  pro- 
blem they  were  discussing  to-night.  Some 
speakers,  including  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  had  taken  a 
more  pessimistic  view  than  he  himself 
had  taken  of  the  progress  that  was  being 
made  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tjrrone  began  by 
deploring  the  absence  of  the  jury.  He 
also  had  a  very  good  case  and  he  had  to 
labour  under  a  Uke  disadvantage.  He 
asked  those  who  took  the  opposite  view 
to  himself  to  believe  that  he  was  as 
anxious  as  they  were  that  the  7th  Section 
of  the  Act  of  last  year  should  prove  opera- 
tive.  The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone, 
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to  illustrate  his  view,  quoted  the  remarics 
of  Mr.  Justice  Bewley  in  1897,  but  he 
should  be  able  to  prove  that  there  had 
been  continual  progress,  and  that  that 
progress  had  been  more  rapid  since  1897. 
There  had  been  a  further  acceleration 
since  the  year  1901,  when  they  last 
debated  the  question  of  the  Land  Judge's 
Court,  and  the  rapidity  of  progress  had 
been  still  further  accelerated  since  the 
Act  of  1903  had  come  into  operation. 

The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  said 
that  some  figures  which  he  had  given 
ought  to  be  discounted,  from  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  solvent  estates  were 
taken  out  of  Court.  This  was  what, 
as  far  as  he  knew,  all  persons 
who  had  interested  themselves  in 
this  matter  wished  to  be  the  case. 
The  great  complaint  was  that  they  were 
in  the  Court.  None  of  them  ought  to  be 
in.  He  would  show  they  were  there  for 
legal  reasons,  for  Chancery  reasons,  and 
not  because  they  were  supposed  to  be 
insolvent  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
were  solvent.  If  they  were  not  there  for 
legal  reasons  they  clearly  ought  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  Court.  In  these  oases 
tiie  procedure  of  the  Court  was  analogous 
to  the  procedure  of  a  Chancery  suit  in 
this  country,  and  he  did  not  suppose 
anybody  would  suggest  that  a  Chancery 
suit  could  be  carried  out  with  the  ex- 
pedition of  the  mere  transaction  of 
purchase  and  sale.  The  hon.  Member 
went  on  to  declare  that  there  always 
would  be  delay  because  solicitors  and 
Receivers  were  interested  in  obtaining 
delay,  but  they  were  under  the  control  of 
the  Land  Court  Judge,  who  had  been 
most  xealous  and  successful  in  many 
cases.  He  had  deprived  solicitors  of 
their  fees  in  some  cases  and  he  had 
imposed  fines  upon  them,  and  his  orders 
had  been  peremptory  that  solvent  estates 
should  be  taken  out  of  Court  and  that 
insolvent  estates  were  to  be  sold  as 
quickly  as  possible.  In  fact,  he  had 
shown  so  much  zeal  and  industry  that  at 
present  diere  was  no  congestion  in  the 
Court  at  all.  As  to  the  specific  cases 
quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone,  tiie  right  hon.  (Gentleman  de- 
clared that  the  worst  use  they  could 
make  of  their  power  was  to  constitute 
the  House  a  Court  of  appeal  upon  par- 
ticular cases.  They  had  not  the  facts 
before  tiiem,  and  it  was  not  for  them  to 


express  any  opinion;  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Judge  before  whom  the  cases 
came  to  determine  what  was  just. 
With  regard  to  the  case  in  which  the 
owners  of  a  head  rent  had  asked  for 
twenty -five  years  purchase,  it  would  be 
an  abuse  of  his  position  if  he  attempted 
to  give  any  opinion  upon  prices  in  Ire- 
land. As  to  the  estate  which,  according 
to  the  version  which  had  been  given  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone, 
would  have  been  sold  but  eventually  was 
not  sold  because  the  sporting  rights  had 
been  hired  by  a  lady,  that  case  had  not 
come  before  Mr.  Justices  Ross,  before 
him,  or  before  the  House,  and  it  would 
be  improper  lor  him  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  it.  With  r^ard  to  the 
clerks  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  who 
had  been  or  might  be  relieved  from  their 
duties,  he  could  not  give  an  undertaking 
that  a  particular  person  should  be  em- 
ployed, but  one  would  naturally  look 
to  gentlemen  who  had  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  Irish  land  problem  to 
fill  vacancies  and  new  posts  under  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  He  quite  agreed 
that  they  ought  to  get  solvent  estates 
out  of  the  Court,  and  sell  the  insolvent 
estates  as  rapidly  as  might  be  to  the 
occupying  tenants.  That  was  his  view, 
and  it  was  also  Mr.  Justice  Ross's  view. 

The  hon.  Member  for  East  Kerry  went 
into  the  history  of  the  Land  Judge's 
Court,  but  he  did  not  propose  to  go  so 
far  back  as  1848.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  £23,000,000  worth  of  land  was 
sold  before  that  year.  That  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  large  amount,  considering 
to  whom  it  was  sold,  and  the  conditions 
under  which  the  transactions  took  place. 
The  sales  left  all  the  differences  be- 
tween tenants  as  to  questions  of  boun- 
daries, turbary,  and  easements,  pre- 
cisely as  they  were.  That  was  a 
very  simple  operation  as  compared  with 
the  operation  of  selling  an  estate  to 
the  tenants  after  settling  all  these 
disputed  questions,  and  conferring,  as 
by  statute  they  were  bound  to  confer, 
an  indefeasible  Parliamentary  title  on 
these  purchasers.  The  hon.  Member 
was  good  enough  to  supply  him  with 
the  names  of  a  certain  number  of  estates 
he  intended  to  refer  to.  He  had  made 
inquiries  regarding  them  since  receiving 
the  hon.  Member's  letter,  and  he  could 
point  out  how  the  matter  stood  with 
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lespect  to  two  of  the  estates.  As  to 
the  Mahouy  Estate  the  tenants  came  to  a 
voluntary  arrangement  with  the  owner 
to  sell  to  them  instead  of  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners  under  the  procedure  pro- 
vided by  the  Land  Act.  In  regard  to 
the  MacGillycuddy  Estate  what  had  taken 
place  illustrated  some  of  the  problems 
which  had  perplexed  hon.  Members.  The 
owner  being  only  a  tenant  for  life  could 
only  sell  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  so 
much  of  the  fee  of  the  estate  as  would 
suffice  to  discharge  the  encumbrances 
paramount  to  the  life  interests.  But  as 
it  was  consiSered  desirable  that  more 
should  be  sold  an  order  was  made  by 
the  Court  to  enable  the  owner  to  effect 
the  sales.  He  could  quite  understand 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  was  interested 
in  the  tenants  on  these  estates  wts 
disappointed  at  the  delay,  buo  he 
would  see  that  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
might  be  brought  in  at  the  instance 
of  other  parties,  and  that  the  Court 
might  not  be  the  best,  but  might  be 
the  worst,  tribunal  for  having  sales 
effected  to  the  occupying  tenants.  If  an 
cstdte  could  be  taken  out  of  the  Land 
Judge's  Court,  and  placed  under  the 
Estates  Commissioners  that  would  be  for 
the  good  of  all  parties.  It  was  for  that 
purpose  Section  7  of  the  Act  of  last 
year  was  passed,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  section  would 
work  successfully. 

There  were  two  sides  to  the  Court 
— ^the  Land  Judge's  side  and 
the  Receiver's  side.  The  petitions 
for  sale  on  the  Land  Judge's  side  were 
not  solely  in  respect  of  agricultural  land. 
They  were  also  in  respect  of  house 
property  in  towns.  He  would  not  repeat 
those  arguments,  but  merely  state  that 
he  adhered  to  all  he  had  said  on  previous 
occasions  as  to  the  unavoidable  delay  of 
procedure  which  attached  to  these  cases. 
In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  Mr.  Justice 
So98  had  been  able  to  make  great  pro- 
gress in  recent  years.  The  Receiver  in  the 
Land  Judge's  Court  controlled  all  the 
cases  which  came  from  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  and  from  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
Court,  and  all  cases  of  property  which 
belonged  to  minors — all  cases,  in  fact, 
except  those  involving  questions  of 
lunacy.  In  order  to  prove  that  real  and 
substantial  progress  had  been  made,  he 
would  apply  the  test  of  rental.     In  1878, 
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estates  began  to  accumulate  in  the 
Court,  and  the  rental  of  the  properties 
in  the  Court  amoimted  to  nearly 
£1,000,000  a  year.  That  was  the 
amount  in  1896  when  the  Act  was  passed, 
and  the  Judge  was  appointed.  In  1897 
it  amounted  to  £795,000  a  year.  When 
last  this  subject  was  debated,  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  on  21st  Feb- 
ruarj ,  1901,  stated  that  the  amount  was 
£639,000,  and  at  present  the  rental  of  all 
the  properties  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
was,  with  the  exception  of  lunacy  cases, 
only  £365,000.  He  would  analyse  these. 
The  Chancery  cases  accounted  for 
£213,750  a  year  out  of  the  total  of  gross 
rental  of  £365,000.  That  left  for 
properties  in  respect  of  which  there  were 
orders  for  sale  £151,250.  That  showed 
a  very  different  picture  from  that  which 
was  conjured  up  by  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite,  that  the  property 
in  the  Court  represented  a  rental  of 
£700,000.  But,  all  that  was  not  in  re- 
spect of  agricultural  land.  Some  of  it  was 
in  respect  of  town  property,  something  like 
£15,000,  some  £6,274  in  respect  of 
demesne  land,  and  £20,530  in-  respect  of 
grazing  land,  leaving  £109,709  for  agricul- 
tural land.  That  was  the  rental  test  as  to 
the  progress  made  in  the  Court.  He  agreed 
that  they  ought  to  apply  the  test  as  to 
the  progress  of  purchases  actually  com- 
pleted. 

Mr.  murphy  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wodd  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  testing  the  accuracy  of 
the  information  by  giving  the  names  of 
the  estates. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  taken 
great  pains  to  analyse  the  details,  and 
the  hon.  Gentleman  might  take  it  that 
the  figures  he  had  given  were  correct. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
said  he  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ought  to  give  these  figures  in  the  form  of 
a  Return. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  he  would 
try  to  satisfy  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber, and  would  give  such  figures  as  would 
not  involve  a  mass  of  printing,  having 
nothing  to  do  with  land  purchase  at 
all.  The  hon.  Member  supposed  that 
there    was    an    enormous    amount    of 
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piopertj  which  oaght  to  be  sold,  and  was 
not  aold.  Well»  he  would  apply  the  test 
of  purchases,  and  the  amount  of  money 
advanced,  to  show  the  gieat  acceleration 
there  had  been  in  the  procedure  of  the 
Court,  about  which  there  was  absolute 
knowledge.  He  would  take  the  period 
from  April,  1887,  to  the  end  of  1903. 
The  amount  of  advances  during  that 
period  was  £3,811,321,  but  of  this  amount 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1896  only 
£847,992  was  advanced,  so  that  from 
1887  until  1896  the  rs^te  of  sale  was  about 
X84,000  a  year.  Since  the  Act  of  1896 
was  passed,  the  sums  advanced  had 
amounted  to  £2,963,329.  From  April, 
1897,  to  April,  1901,  the  sales  had  been 
at  the  rate  of  £276,686  per  annum ;  but 
If  the  sales  from  April,  1901,  to  December 
last  year  were  analysed,  they  were  at  the 
rate  of  £574,507  per  annum,  which  com- 


working  most  satisfactorily.  Th«fct  gentle- 
man anticipate!  that  the  majority  of  the 
agricultural  estates  would  be  sold  under 
it  in  a  very  few  years  time.  That  seemed 
to  him  as  if  it  must  be  so,  wherever  the 
estates  were  solvent.  The  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  had  referred  to  the 
insolvent  estates,  but  there  were  some  of 
these  in  Ireland  where  the  legal  complica- 
tions were  so  great  that  they  could  not 
be  unravelled  in  a  moment.  They  were, 
however,  insight  of  the  winding-up  of  the 
business  of  this  Court  in  so  far  as  it  was 
the  successor  of  the  Encumbered  Estates 
Court.  The  Land  Judge  expected  to  be 
able,  at  an  early  date,  to  take  over  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  work  from  the  Land 
Commission  of  a  purely  legal  character, 
relating  to  i  ivestigation  of  title  and 
distribution  of  purchase  money.  So  far 
from  it  having  been  necessary  to  borrow 


pare  still  more  favourably  with  the  rate   another  Judge  to  assist  Mr.  Justice  Ross, 
of  £84,000  a  year  from  1887  to  1896.        |  such  had  been  his  industry  that  his  share 

of  the  work  would  very  soon  be  com- 


♦Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  So  much  for 
the  pressure  of  this  House ! 

Me.  WYNDHAM  said  that  was  a 
matter  for  congratulation  In  this  last 
period  was  included  the  months  of  cessa- 
tion of  business  pending  the  new  Act, 
but  for  which  the  figures  would  have 
been  higher,  as  they  must  expect  them 
to  be  in  the  future. 

♦Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  After  to-night. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM  said  that  there  were 
also  doubts  about  the  bonus;  but  in 
spite  of  these  causes  of  retardation  during 
last  summer,  and  during  the  time  the  Act 
was  getting  into  operation,  for  sales 
under  the  Act  of  last  year  in  the  Land 
Judge's  Court,  and  apart  from  Section 
7,  £133,320  had  been  already  advanced. 
Under  Section  7,  eighteen  estates  had 
been  sent  to  the  Estates  Commissioners, 
the  rental  involved  being  £9,088.  This 
would  give  roughly  about  £800,000  or 
£900,000  a  year  as  the  ra(e  at  which 
purchase  was  now  going  on  in  the  Ijand 
Judge's  Court.  At  that  rate,  they  would 
soon  be  in  sight  of  the  end.  He  was  not 
surprised  that  the  Estimates  showed  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  Receivers 
under  this  Court.  He  was  informed  by 
Mr.   Justice   Ross  that   Section   7   was 


pleted. 

He  took  a  sanguine  view  of  the 
condition  of  things,  and  he  had  given 
figures  to  support  a  sanguine  view.  He 
would  therefore  pass  to  the  Motion  before 
che  House.  What  did  it  say  1  That  the 
time  had  arrived  for  taking  immediate 
steps  to  wind  up  the  business  of  the 
Land  Judge's  Court  in  Irsland,  in  the 
interests  of  all  concerned.  He  agreed 
with  that.  The  Land  Judge  agreed  with 
it.  More  than  that,  he  was  taking  steps 
to  secure  that  that  should  soon  be  the 
case.  So  far  from  regarding  this 
Motion  as  a  reflection  on  Mr.  Justice 
Ross,  he  had  great  pleasure  in  asking 
the  House  to  accept  it.  He  regarded  it, 
in  all  seriousness,  as  a  tribute  to  the 
vigour  Mr.  Justice  Ross  had  displayed, 
and  as  a  monument  of  the  success  of  the 
steps  he  had  taken. 

Mb.  O'SHEE  (Waterford,  W.)  said  he 
thought  from  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  had  no  concep- 
tion of  the  working  of  the  Land  Judge's 
Court.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  admit 
that  there  had  been  an  acceleration  oE 
sales  from  1896  to  1901,  and  from  1901 
to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  last  year; 
but  the  figures  since  November  last  did 
not  give  a  true  picture  of  what  had  taken 
place.     For  a   long    time  prior  to  the 

Digitized  by  \^00QIC 


179 


j4dj(nimmeni 


{COMMONS} 


of  the  Rouse, 


180 


passing  o!  the  Act  last  year  sales  had 
been  piactically  hung  up.  Application 
was  made  day  after  day  for  postpone- 
ment of  the  steps  necessary  to  ac- 
complish sales.  The  right  hon.  Gentle-  [ 
man  was,  he  thought,  not  entitled  fairly  | 
or  reasonably  to  say  that  the  rate  of  [ 
progress  would  be  maintained  in  the 
future;  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
Uve  to  see  his  estimate  falsified. 
The  complaint  of  his  hon.  friend  was  in 
connection  with  estates  under  the  40th 
Section.  During  last  year,  those  estates 
were  hung  up,  pending  the  passing  of 
the  Land  Act;  and  afterwards  it  was 
found  that  the  Land  Commission  had 
enhanced  the  purchase  price,  and  that 
the  Land  Judge  imposed  entirely  new 
terms  for  purchase,  raising  the  price  by 
three,  four,  or  five  years.  The  Chief 
Secretary  in  his  reply  did  not  deal  in  any 
way  with  that  grievance.  Whenever  it 
was  represented  to  Judge  Ro3s  that  the 
price  of  an  estate  should  be  increased  he 
always  assented ;  and  it  was  practically 
in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  or  the 
solicitor  having  carriage  of  the  sale  as  to 
what  the  price  should  be.  In  one  case. 
Judge  Ross  stated  that  he  could  not  re- 
concile his  conscience  to  giving  the 
tenants  a  reduction  of  6s.  in  the  £, 
although  it  was  laid  down  in  the  Act  of 
last  year  that  that  was  a  reasonable  re- 
duction. In  such  circumstances,  it  was 
impossible  to  expect  reasonable  terms  for 
the  tenants  in  that  Court.  The  general 
complaint  of  his  hon.  friend  was  that,  as 
a  result  of  the  Act  of  last  year,  all  the 
estates  in  Judge  Ross's  Court  had  been  in- 
creased in  price.    It  was  quite  true  that 


of  rent  should  be  included  in  the  purchase 
price,  which  was  only  a  reasonable  inter- 
pretation of  the  section. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  time  has  arrived 
for  taking  immediate  steps  to  wind  up 
the  business  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
in  Ireland  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned. 
— (Mr,  Murphy,) 


VIVISECmON  OF  DOGS. 

Sir  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
berwell,  Peckham)  said  that  in  moving, 
**  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  no 
operations  for  the  purposes  of  Vivisection 
should  be  performed  on  Dogs,''  he  did 
not  wish  to  make  any  general  attack  on 
vivisection.  He  only  asked  the  House  to 
affirm  that  dogs  should  be  exempt 
because  they  were  more  sensible  to  paid 
than  other  animals.  ^  ;  .. 

Me.  CHANNINQ  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  seconded  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  no 
operations  for  the  purposes  of  vivisection 
should  be  performel  on  Dogs." — (Sir 
Frederick  Banbury,) 


Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  said  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  not  given  any  ex- 
planation of  the  Motion  he  submitted  to 
the    House;  and    he    was   strongly    of 
duringtheWsix'or  seven  years'judgei^Pi^^^^  *^*^  *^«  Motion  should  not  be 
Ro«i  had,  in  a  great  measure,  endeavoured  1  accepted  without  fuUer  information. 


to  expedite  sales ;  but  his  complaint  was 
that  wherever  Judge  Ross  saw  a  possibility 
of  increasing  the  price  he  increased  it. 
He  thought  the  Chief  Secretary  was  far 
too  sanguine  in  anticipating  that  the 
business  of  the  Court  would  be  rapidly 
concluded.  He  also  thought  that  arrears 
Mr.  i/Shee 


And,  it  being    Midnight,  the    debate 
stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


Adjourned  at  five  minates  after 
Twelve  o*olock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  lith  April,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED    PRIVATE    BILL 
BUSIT^ESS. 


PRIVATE  BIU^  [LORDS]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  INQUIRED 
INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are   applicable  thereto,  have  been  com- 

f^lkd  wrth,  viz. : — Cambrian  Railways  Bill 
Lords];  Elys^  Palace  Hotel  Company 
Bill  [Lords];  Goeport  Water  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Huddersfield  Corporation  Act,  1902 
(Amendment)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Liverpool 
and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Com- 
pany Bill  [Lords] ;  Matlock  and  District 
Gas  Bill  [licrds]  ;  Metropolitan  Railway 
Bill  [Lords] ;  llilwr  and  District  Mines 
Drainage  Bill  [Lords] ;  New  River  Com- 
pany Bill  [Lords] ;  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers 
Coton  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[Lords]  ;  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tynemouth 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tyneside 
Tramways  and  Tramroads  Bill  [Lords] ; 
University  of  Leeds  Bill  [Lords]; 
Victoria  University  of  Manchester  Bill 
[Lords] ;  West  Metropolitan  Railway 
(Abandonment)  Bill  [Lords];  Torktown 
and  Blackwater  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 


I  SITE  FOR  DUKE  OF  YORK'S  SCHOOL 
1      BILL   [LORDS]    (STANDING    ORD&RS 

APPLICABLE    THERETO    COMPLIED 

WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
j  tions  for  Private  Bills,  pursuant  to  the 
I  Order  of  the  House  of  the  29th  day  of 
j  March  last,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
I  following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords, 
I  the  Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable 
!  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
Site  for  Duke  of  York's  School  Bill 
[Lords]. 

St.  Marylebone  Electric  Lighting  BilL 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Corporation  of  London  (Southwark  and 
other  Bridges)  BilL  Reported  [Parties 
do  not  proceed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill.  Reported,  without  Amendment 
[Provisional  Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill  to  be  read  the 
third  time  To-morrow. 

Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water 
Bill.  Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

London,  Chatliam,  and  Dover  Railway 
Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed. 

Young  and  Bell's  Patents  Bill  [Lords]. 
Reported,  without  Amendment;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

Appleby  Corporation  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PROVISIONAL    ORDER     BILLS     (NO 
CTANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Read- 
ing thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are 
applicable,  viz. : — Local  (Jovemment  Pro- 
visional (Orders  (No.  1)  Bill.  Ordered, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  To- 
morrow.. 

VOL.  CXXXm.    [Fourth  Series.] 


RAILWAY  BILI^  (GROUP  No.  5). 

Mr.  CoMPTON  RiCKETT  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  No.  5  of  Rail- 
way BiUs,  That  the  parties  opposing  the 
I  London  County  Council  (Tramways  and 
\  Improvements)  Bill  had  ^ted  that  the 
evidence  of    Mr.  Harry  Noriss,  Super- 
i  intendent  L  Division  Metropolitan  Police, 
Kennington  Lane,  S,E.,  was  essential  to 
I  their  case ;  and,  it  having  been  proved 
I  that  his  attendance  could  not  be  procured 
j  without  the  intervention  of  the  House,  he 
'      H 
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had  been  instructed  to  move  that  the  said 
Mr.  Harry  Noriss,  do  attend  the  said 
Conunittee  upon  Monday,  18th  April,  at 
eleven  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harry  Noriss  do 
attend  the  said  Committee  on  Group  No. 
5  of  Railway  Bills  upon  Monday  neit,  at 
eleven  of  the  clock. 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Cromarty,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HOUSE-LETTING  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Paisley,  against;   to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LANDS  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Paisley,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law 
from  Bottisham;  Largs;    Basingstoke 
High  Bentham;  Failsworth  (two) ;  MaS' 
singham;     Forest    OaXe;    Woodbridge 
Beccles;    Aldborough;  East  Dereham 
Sidcup;  Hindley  (two) ;  HindleyOreen 
Hornsea;   Dalkeith;    Bracknell;    Holt 
Slough;    Little    Hulton;    Sunbury*on- 
Thames ;    W3rmondham  ;     Hathersett 
Blackley  (two);    Colne;  Ripley;  Wors 
bro' Bridge;  London;  Blaina;  Trinant 
Tredegar;     Wgrthen     (two);     Penner* 
ley  (two) ;  Perldns  Beach  (two) ;  Aston 
Wattlesborough     Heath ;    Pontesbury 
Snailbeach  (two) ;  Min^terley ;  Westbury; 
Meadow  Town;  Brynmawr;  Stamford 
Leeds;  Beccles;  Norwich;  and  Bourne- 
mouth ;  to  lie  apon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL. 

Petitions  against :  from  High  Wy- 
combe; Deptford;  Sheffield;  Lichfield; 
Tarn  worth;  Mexborough;  and  Brierley 
Hill  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL  (CHINESE  LABOUR 
ORDINANCE). 

Petition  from  Luton,  for  withdrawal ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1897. 

Copy  presented,  of  Sixth  Report  of  the 
Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Board  to 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  RELIEF 
(SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  Depart- 
mental Committee  appointed  by  tiie 
Local  (Government  Board  for  Scotland. 
Vol.  II.,  containing  Minutes  ol  Evidence, 
Appendices,  and  Index  [by  Command]; 
to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)BILL. 

Copy  ordered,  ''of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing ^e  nature  of  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No. 
1)  Bill."— (ifr.  Banar  Law.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED   WITH  THE   VOTES. 


Promotion  of  Assistant  Olerks—Medieal 
Examination. 

Me.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hozton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether,'  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  Second  Division  clerks,  on  pro- 
motion to  the  First  Division,  are  not 
required  to  pass  any  further  medical 
examination,  he  will  put  assistant  clerks 
who  are  promoted  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.) 
The  Civil  Service  Commissioners  will  not 
in  future  require  a  fresh  medical  examin- 
ation in  the  case  of  the  promotion  of 
assistant  clerks  to  the  Second  Division, 
{MTOvided  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
report  as  to  the  candidate's  health  re- 
ceived from  the  department  in  which  he 
has  been  serving,  and  nothing  in  the 
previous  medical  history  of  the  candidate 
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which  renders  it  desirable  that  a  fresh 
medical  inquiry  should  be  held. 

Anthrax  in  Norfolk. 

Me.  FBBDBRICK  WILSON  (Norfolk, 
Mid.) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Huntingdonshire,  as  representing 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
increase  of  anthrax  in  Norfolk;  and 
whether,  to  aid  in  checking  this  and 
either  contagious  diseases,  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  will  give  compensation  to 
the  extent  of  one-third  of  the  value  of  all 
«attle  dying  of  such  diseases  where  the 
cases  have  been  duly  and  properly  re- 
ported to  the  authorities. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fdlowes.) 
The  position  of  Norfolk  with  regard  to 
anthrax  in  recent  years  shows  no  very 
material  change.  The  number  of  out- 
breaks reported  was  ten  in  1901,  nine  in 
1902,  twelve  in  1903,  and  six  during  the 
current  year.  Under  the  law,  as  it  at 
present  stands,  compensation  is  only  pay- 
able where  animals  are  slaughtered  to 
jHrevent  the  spread  of  infection.  Slaughter 
In  the  usual  manner  is  not  to  be  recom- 
mended in  cases  of  anthrax,  where  all 
filling  of  blood  should  be  avoided.  The 
payment  of  compensation  in  cases  in 
which  animals  die  from  anthrax  and  other 
contagious  diseases  would  entail  a  very 
considerable  charge  upon  public  funds 
without  any  equivalent  advantage  to  the 
public.  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  probability 
of  our  being  able  to  submit  any  proposal 
to  Parliament  in  the  direction  suggested. 

Education  and  Local  Taxation  Account 

<Sootland)— Amount  Available  for 

Distribution. 

Mr.  CALDWBLL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he 
can  state  what  amount  was  available  for 
distribution  amongst  the  local  authorities 
for  the  financial  year  ending  31  st  March 
last^  under  Section  2  (5)  of  the  Bducation 
and  Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland) 
Aet,  1892,  as  amended  by  the  Local 
Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1898. 

{An»%Dered  by  Mr.  A.  Oraham  Murtay.) 
The  amount  available  for  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March   last  cannot  be 


stated  at  present  as  the  final  payment  for 
that  year  into  the  Local  Taxation  (Scot- 
land) Account  has  not  yet  been  made. 

SoUcitors  Struck  off  the  Boli 

Mr.  HENNIKBR  HBATON  (Canter- 
bury):  To  ask  Mr.  Attorney-General  if 
he  will  state  what  is  the  number  of 
solicitors  who  have  been  struck  off  the 
roll  for  malpractices  in  this  country 
during  the  past  five  years. 

(Answered  by  Sir  Robert  Finlay.)  The 
following  are  the  particulars  of  solicitors 
struck  off  the  roll  for  malpractices  during 
the  last  five  years : — 


Year. 

After  Conviction. 

Under  Solicitora 
Act,  1888. 

1S99 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 

7 

13 

5 

7 
6 

16 
21 
26 
17 
19 

,          38 

98 

Total 

136 

Emigration  and  Immigration  Statistics 
and  Board  of  Trade  Beport  thereon. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILEE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  when  the  • 
statistical  table  relating  to  emigra- 
tion and  immigration  from  and  into  the 
United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1903,  and 
the  annual  Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
thereon,  will  be  circulated  to  Members. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Oerald  Balfour.)  I 
hope  that  this  Report  may  be  distributed 
in  about  a  month's  time. 


Exports  of  Wheat  and  Flour  firom  India. 

Mr.  hunter  CRAIG  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  if  he  will  state  the  ports  from 
which  wheat  and  flour  have  been  ex- 
ported from  India  for  the  year  1902-3, 
and  to  which  countries  and  ports  have 
they  been  shipped,  together  with  the 
respective  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour. 

H  2 
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(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  exports  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour 
from  Indian  ports  daring  the  year  1902-3 
were  as  follows : — 


Wheat. 

Wheat 
Flour. 

From  CalcatU  . 

cwts. 
1,052,978 

cwts. 
68,859 

From  Bombay  . 

390,748 

653,024 

From  Knraohi  . 

8,848,234 

96,188 

From  Madras    . 

81 

3 

From  Burma  ports    . 

109 

3 

It  is  impossible  to  state  to  what  ports 
these  exports  went,  but  the  quantities 
exported  to  various  countries  are  re- 
turned as  follows : — 


Wheat. 


To  United  Kingdom 

To  Belgium    . 

To  France 

To  Egypt 

To  Aden  . 

To  Axabia 

To  Hong-Kong 

To  Persia 

To  Turkey  in  Asia 

To  Australia    . 

To  other  countries 


Thousands 
of  cwts. 

6,683 

878 

23 

2,346 

17-5 
.170 
19 
93 
18-5 
25 
19 


Wheat  Flour. 


To  British  East  Africa     . 

To  Egypt 

To  Mauritius   . 

To  Portuguese  East  Africa 

To  Aden 

To  Arabia 

To  Ceylon 

To  Straits  Settlements    . 

To  Persia 

To  other  countries  . 

The  exports  to  Egypt  include  large 
quantities  consigned  to  Port  Said  to 
await  orders  as  to  ultimate  destination « 

Prosecution  of  Mr.  Tilak. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :    To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 


Thousands 
of  cwts. 

88 
7 
112-5 
8-5 
160 
136 
lU 
5-5 
82-5 
U 


he  will  state  what  expenditure  was  in- 
curred by  the  Government  of  Bombay  ia 
the  prosecution  of  Mr.  Tilak ;  and,  havinf^ 
regard  to  the  &kct  that  the  action  resulted 
in  a  complete  acquittal,  will  he  state  on 
whose  advice  the  prosecution  wis  under- 
taken. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.)  r  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  stridures  pronounced  by  the  CSiief 
Justice  of  Bombay  on  the  criminal  pro* 
ceedings  taken  under  the  sanction  of 
Government  against  Mr.  Tilak  for  for* 
gery  and  perjury;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  prosecution,  which  ended  in  an 
acquittal  by  the  High  Court,  lasted  over 
one  and  a  half  years,  at  a  cost  to  the 
Government  of  about  a  half  lakh  of 
rupees ;  whether  he  will  state  who  are 
the  persons  responsible  for  the  prosecu- 
tion and  what  notice  is  being  taken  of 
their  conduct ;  and  what  compensation 
will  be  paid  to  Mr.  Tilak. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 

My  attention   has  been  drawn  to  the 

judgment  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  Bom* 

bay,  as  reported  in  the  newspapers,  over* 

ruling  the  judgment'  of  the  Court  below, 

which  had  been  adverse  to  Mr.  Tilak.    I 

have  no  official  information  on  the  sub* 

ject,  but  I  understand  that  the  proceed* 

I  ings  were  instituted,  not  by  Government, 

but  by  the  direction  of  a  district  Judge,  • 

{ who  considered    that    Mr.    Tilak    had 

'  given  &lse  evidence  in  a  case  that  waa 

I  tried  before  him.    This  direction  he  had 

I  power  to  give  under  Section  476  of  the 

j  Criminal  Procedure  Code ;  and  the  fact 

I  that  the  Court  of  Final  Appeal  took  a 

I  different  view  of  Mr.  Tilak's  conduct  does 

!  not  appear  primd  facie  to  be  a  ground 

I  for  compensation. 

!  Indian  Police  Oommission— Issue  of  Mew 
I  Orders. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (HuU,  Central) : 
I  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
I  when  the  issue  of  his  Orders  on  the  Re- 
I  port  of  the  Indian  Police  Commission 
f  may  be  expected. 

'  (Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
I  have  not  yet  received  the  opinion  of 
the  Government  of  India,  which  has  been 

i  in  communication  with  the  various  looal 
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govenunents  and  administrationB  on  the 
aubjeot  of  this  Report.  Until  I  do  8o» 
it  18  impoeaible  for  me  to  say  when  the 
I  ol  Orders  npon  it  may  be  expected. 


Irish  Water  Bailiflb. 
lia.  WILUAHREDMOND  (Clare,  E.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lisotenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Irish 
Teoknical  Department  will  instruct  the 
Shaimon  Boud  of  Conserrators,  known 
as  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators, 
to  discontinue  the  practice  of  employing 
as  water  biilifb  persons  who  had  pre- 
vioosly  been  prosecuted,  convicted,  and 
fined  by  the  Killaloe  Bench  of  liagis- 
trates  for  illegal  fishing. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham,)  Water 
bailiffs  are  appointed  by  the  local  boards 
of  conservators,  and  the  Department 
oxerdses  no  control  in  the  matter.  I  am 
inquiring,  however,  as  to  the  matters  of 
iaei  alleged  in  tiie  Question. 

The  Kinf-Harman  Estate. 
Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ix>rd- 
[ieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  issue  of  a  cir- 
cular by  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Whitney 
and  Moore,  Solicitors,  Dublin,  to  those 
tenants  on  the  King-Harman  (Kenagh) 
Estate,  who  refused  to  sign  purchase 
agreements  in  consequence  of  the  prices 
asked  by  die  vendors  of  the  estate, 
threatening  to  apply  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  exclude  them  from  the 
purchase  unless  they  sign  said  agree- 
ments within  ten  days ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  state  what^action  he  intends  to  take 
to  preserve  the  rights  of  such  tenants  so 
threatened. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
Estates  Commissioners  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  circular  in  question.  Before 
allowing  the  holding  or  a  tenant  to  be 
excluded,  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
will  be  carefully  considered  and  investi- 
gated by  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  John  Bobinson's  Farm  at  Ballinacross. 
Bim.  J.  P.  FARRELI.:  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  John  Robin- 
son. siib-sheri£  of  county  Longford,  has 


offered  to  sell  his  farm  at  BalUnacross. 
county  Longford,  through  the  Estates 
Commissioners,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
evicted  tenant,  Miss  McGweney,  who  is 
living  in  poor  circumstances  in  the 
neighbourhood,  the  price  to  be  left  to 
arbitration ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  direct  the 
Estates  Comnussioners  to  communicate 
with  Mr.  Robinson  with  a  view  to  the 
acceptance  of  his  offer,  and  the  restora* 
tion  of  the  evicted  tenant. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndkam.)  No 
such  offer  has  yet  been  received  by  the 
Commissioners.  If  one  be  made  the 
application  of  the  evicted  tenant's  repre- 
sentative will  be  considered. 

Imprisonment  of  Soldiers  in  Devisee  Gaol. 
Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol. 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  offences  for  which 
twenty-six  soldiers,  during  the  year  1903, 
were  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in 
Devizes  Goal  were  of  a  civil  or  military 
character;  and  whether  it  would  be 
possible,  in  the  latter  case,  that  imprison- 
ment for  such  offences  should  be  carried 
out  in  a  military  prison. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Fofster.)  Of  the  twenty-six  soldiers 
committed  to  Devizes  Civil  Prison 
during  1903,  twenty  were  convicted 
of  offences  of  an  ordinary  criminal 
character  which  necessitated  their 
serving  their  sentences  in  a  civil  prison, 
four  of  the  remainder  were  convicted  of 
offences  of  a  military  character  prior  to 
the  31st  February  when  the  new  regula- 
tions came  into  force.  Under  tiiese 
regulations  such  prisoners  would  now  be 
committed  to  a  military  prison.  The 
remaining  two  prisoners  were  committed 
to  Devizes  Prison  in  error,  and,  on  the 
error  being  discovered,  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  a  military  prison. 

Beport  on  Trinidad  Biots. 
Mb.  WEIR:  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  now 
in  a  position  to  state  when  the  Report  of 
the  Chief  Justice  of  British  Quiana 
relative  to  the  disturbances  at  Port  of 
Spain,  Trinidad,  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lytldton.) 
Further  Papers  relating  to  the  disturbance 
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at  Port  of  SpaiD  in  March,  1903,  inclndiDg 
the  Report  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  British 
Ouiana,  have  now  been  laid. 

Use  of  Plairne  Serum  in  Johannesburg. 

Sib  JOHN  ROLLBSTON  (Leicester) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the  results 
of  the  serum  inoculation  for  plague  in 
India,  he  will  prohibit  the  use  of  plague 
serum  in  Johannesburg. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  LyttdUm,) 
I  am  not  prepared  to  interfere  with  the 
local  medical  authorities  in  this  matter, 
and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reasons  for 
the  suggested  prohibition  of  the  use  of 
plague  serum,  to  which  no  objection  is 
taken  by  my  medical  advisers, 

Income-Tax  Deductions  from  Salaries  of 
Army  Civilian  Clerks  in  South  Africa. 

SiE  JOHN  ROLLBSTON :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  civilian  clerks 
engaged  for  duty  with  the  Army  in  South 
Africa  are  charged  for  income-tax,  which 
is  deducted  from  their  salaries ;  and  that 
these  clerks  were  engaged  in  South  Africa, 
and  are  domiciled  there,  where  they  pay 
rates  and  taxes ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  have  the  money  which 
has  been  deducted  refunded. 

{Answeied  by  Mr,  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forster,)  Civilian  clerks  engaged  for 
duty  with  the  Army  in  South  Africa 
draw  their  salaries  from  Imperial  funds, 
and  consequently  are  liable  to  income- 
tax,  subject  to  the  usual  abatements, 
under  the  Income-Tax  Laws. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Army  Finance. 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  have  the  arrangements  yet  been 
settled  to  ensure  the  financial  control  of 
the  Treasury  and  of  this  House  under 
the  new  financial  scheme  recommended 
by  the  War  Office  Committee  of  Three ; 
is  it  intended  that  the  Treasury,  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General,  and 
the  Public  Accoimts  Committee  shall 
exercise  the  same  powers  as  at  present, 
that  the  Estimates  shall  be  presented  in 


their  present  form,  and  the  sums  voted 
be^  appropriated  as  at  present  by  the 
Appropriation  Act;  or,  if  aafy  changes 
are  proposed,  what  are  those  changes; 
who  will  be  the  accounting  officer  for 
Army  expenditure  under  the  new  scheme ; 
is  it  proposed  that  the  four  Military 
Members  of  the  Army  Council,  th€ 
Parliamentary  Under-Secretary,  or  tiie 
eight  Major-Generals  of  districts  shall 
have  any  power  of  deflecting  moneys 
voted,  from  one  Vote  to  another,  without 
the  assent  of  the  Treasury;  and  can  he 
undertake  that  an  opportunity  shall  be 
given  to  this  House  of  discussing  and 
expressing  its  opinion  upon  any  proposed 
financial  changes  before  these  are  carried 
out. 

The   secretary  of  STATE   fob 
WAR   (Mr.    Abnold-Forster,    Belfast, 
W.) :    The  financial  control  of  Parlia- 
ment   and    the    Treasury    will    remain 
unchanged.    The   Treasury,  the  Comp- 
I  troller    and    Auditor-General,    and  the 
I  Public  Accounts  Committee  will  exercise 
I  the  same  powers  as  at  present.     It  will 
i  be  necessary  to  rearrange  some  of  the 
Votes,  but  the  Estimates  will  be  presented 
I  in    practically    the  same    form    as    at 
\  present,  and  the    sums  voted  will  be 
I  appropriated  as  at   present  under  the 
Appropriation    Act.      The   Director    of 
I  Army  Finance  will  be  the  accounting 
officer  for  Army  expenditure.    Neither 
j  the    Major  -  Generals    nor     the    Army 
I  Council  will  have  any  power  to  deflect 
I  moneys   voted  from    Vote  to  Vote    or 
Sub-head  to  Sub-head,  without  Treasury 
i  sanction. 

The  Pompadours* 
Sir  CARNE  RASCH    (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) :  I  beg  to   ask  the  Secretary  of 

I  State  for  War  whether,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  restoration  of  numerical 
titles  to  battalions  of  the  Line,  he  will 
favourably  consider  the  claim  of  the 
2nd  Essex  to  be  recognised  under  their 

^  old  name  of  Pompadours,  and  to  wear 
the  purple  facings  they  have  borne  from 

1 1780  to  1881. 

I  Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  :  [Apart 
from  any  question  of  the  restoration 
of  the  numerical  titles  to  regiments  of 
the  Line,  the  title  of  "  Pompadours  **  for 
the  2nd  Essex  has  never  been  officially 
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recognised.  As  regards  the  icings  it 
would  appear  impraoticable  to  give  one 
battalion  of  a  regiment  different  facings 
to  the  linked  battalion. 

Fatal  Accident  at  Bathconrsey  Beach. 

Captain  DONBLAN  (Cork  County, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  verdict  of  the  jury  at  the 
coroner's  inquest  recently  held  at  Rath- 
coursey,  county  Cork,  in  connection  with 
the  death  of  Naval  Pensioner  Daniel 
DrbcoU  by  the  explosion  of  a  live 
shrapnel  shell;  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  jury,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
similar  accidents  in  future ;  and  whether 
the  claim  of  the  widow  and  children 
to  compensation  will  be  favourably 
considered. 

Mr-  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  A  fuU 
leport  of  this  matter  has  now  been 
forwarded  and  is  receiving  careful  con- 
sideration. 

Captain  DONELAN:  Will  the  War 
Office  recognise  their  responsibility  in 
the  matter.  This  beach  is  frequently 
strewn  with  shells  and  the  authorities 
do  not  take  the  trouble  to  warn  the 
public  of  the  danger  of  handling  them. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  That  is  a 
legal  question.  If  the  facts  were  as 
stated  I  should  have  thought  warning 
was  given. 

Captain  DONELAN:  I  can  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  no  such  steps 
are  taken  by  the  military  authorities  * 

Mb.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.):  Cannot 
yon  make  use  of  the  shells  in  Tibet. 

The  Sunken  Submarine. 

Db.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miialty  if  he  can  state  the  reasons  for 
the  fiolure  of  the  Admiralty  salvage 
appliances  to  raise  the  Submarine  Al 
during  the  one  or  two  days  of  fair  weather 
immediately  succeeding  t^e  location  of 
the  vessel  after  the  disaster  which  befel 
her. 


Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  Pbbtymak,  Suffolk, 
Woodbridge) :  The  weather  at  the  time 
referred  to  was  not  favourable  for  the 
employment  of  lighters  for  raising  the 
wreck,  as  the  swell  caused  the  wire 
hawsers  to  carry  away,  and  thus  pre- 
vented the  attachment  to,  and  lifting  of, 
the  vessel. 

Boers  and  the  Transvaal  Labour 
Ordinance. 

Mb.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GORK 
(Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics 
whether  the  opposition  of  Generals 
Botha  and  Delarey  and  the  Dutch 
element  in  the  Transvaal  to  the  Chinese 
Labour  Ordinance  has  been  practically 
withdrawn. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 
wick  and  Leamington) :  My  hon.  friend 
will  understand  that  the  answer  to  this 
Question  must  be  in  some  sense  a  matter 
of  opinion.  I  should  like  to  say  that  on 
23rd  January  last  a  very  important  and 
representative  meeting  of  the  Boers  was 
held  at  Pietersburg.  The  chairman  of 
that  meeting  said : — **  The  importation  of 
Chinamen  in  no  way  affects  the  Boers^ 
and  I  advise  you  to  leave  it  alone."  He 
went  on  to  say  in  another  part  of  his 
speech  that  if  the  Kaffirs  could  be  made 
to  work  the  labour  question  would  not 
arise.  At  the  conclusion  of  that  meeting 
a  letter  was  read  from  General  Botha  in 
which  he  said  "  that  matter  (referring  to 
Chinese  labour)  was  one  which  the 
Government  of  the  country  must  settle 
for  themselves."  My  own  opinion,  firmly 
held,  is  that  these  extracts  which  I  have 
read  cprrectly  represent  the  attitude  of 
the  Boers  themselves. 

SiB  H.  CAMPBELL -BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  get  the  same  hon. 
Member  to  put  another  Question  on  this 
subject  a  little  later  on. 

Db.  MACNAMARA:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  lay  the  evidence  on 
which  he  bases  hb  answer  before  the 
House? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


195 


Quisiiom. 


{COMMONS} 


QueUioHS. 


196 


♦Mr.  LYTTBLTON  :  It  i»  in  the  Blue- 
book,  and  has  been  in  the  poMeasion  of 
the  House  for  some  time. 

Mb.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBT-GORB: 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon,  Oentleman 
whether  the  number  of  Kaffirs  is  totally 
insufficient  at  the  present  mon>ent  { 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Plague  in  Hong-Kong. 
Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  has  received  a 
report  on  the  plague  from  the  Oovemor 
of  Hong-Kong ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  st^te 
the  number  of  cases  of  plague  reported 
there  during  the  first  three  months  of 
this  year,  and  the  number  of  deaths. 

♦Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  According  to  the 
weekly  telegraphic  reports  from  Hong- 
Kong  on  the  subject,  which  are  regularly 
communicated  to  the  Press  as  soon  as 
received,  there  have  been  eleven  cases  of 
plague  and  eleven  deaths  at  Hong-Kong 
this  year  up  to  the  9th  of  April.  I  have 
received  no  detailed  report  as  to  the 
occurrence  of  plague  during  the  current 
year,  but  I  have  given  instructions  that 
a  report  of  the  acting  medical  officer  of 
health  on  the  epidemic  of  plague  during 
the  first  seven  months  of  last  year,  which 
has  just  been  received,  should  be  sent 
to  the  hon.  Member. 

Oaaadian  Steel  and  Iron  Bounties. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  ORMSBY-GORE: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  is  the  amount  per  ton 
granted  by  the  Canadian  Oovemment  in 
the  shape  of  bounties  on  the  output  of 
the  Canadian  steel  and  iron  industries; 
and  what  representations  have*  been 
made  by  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  the  Canadian  Government  with  a 
view  to  the  reduction  of  any  such 
bounties. 

♦Mr,  LYTTELTON  :  Chapter  6  of  the 
Canadian  Acts  of  1.897  fixed  the  bounties 
on  iron  and  steel  as  follows : — $3  a  ton 
on  steel  ingots  manufactured  from 
ingredients  of  which  not  less  than 
50  per  cent,  of  their  weight  consists 
of  pig-iron  made  in  Canada;  $3  a  ton  | 


on  puddled  iron  bars  made  from 
Canadian*made  pig-iron;  and  on  pig- 
iron  manufactured  from  ore,  $3  a  ton 
on  the  proportion  produced  from 
Canadian  ore,  $2  on  the  proportion 
produced  from  foreign  ore.  During  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  June  next, 
the  bounties  are  fixed  by  a  subsequent 
Act  at  90  per  cent,  of  the  above  rates, 
and  they  will  be  gradually  reduced  to 
35  per  cent,  of  the  above  rates  in  1907. 
No  representations  have  been  made  by 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
Canadian  (Government  with  a  view  to 
the  reduction  of  these  bounties. 


Suei  Oanal  Convention. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretaiy  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  can  explain 
the  grounds  on  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  agreed  by  their  joint 
Declaration  with  France,  of  8th  April, 
1904,  that  the  execution  shall  remain  sus- 
pended of  the  last  sentence  of  Paragraph 
One  and  the  whole  of  Paragraph  TWo  of 
Article  VIII.  of  the  Sues  Canal  Conven- 
tion of  29th  October,  1888,  which  para- 
graphs prescribe  for  the  meeting  once  a 
year  of  the  Agents  of  the  signatory 
Powers,  under  the  presidency  of  a  Turkish 
or  Egyptian  Commissioner;  have  any, 
and,  if  so,  which,  of  the  other  seven  out 
of  the  nine  Signatory  Powers  of  the 
Convention  been  consulted  respecting 
the  alteration  thus  proposed  to  be  made 
therein,  and  have  they  consented  to  the 
alteration;  and  do  His  Majesty 's  Gk>vem- 
ment  propose,  without  obtaining  the 
assent  of  the  other  co-Signatory  Po wen,  to 
hold  themselves  relieved  from  the  obliga- 
tions of  this  portion  of  the  Convention 
while  requiring  the  fulfilment  of  its 
remaining  obligations. 

TheUNDER-SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Eari  Percy, 
Kensington,  S.):  The  execution  of  the 
portioQS  of  the  Convention  referred  to 
has,  as  the  result  of  our  occupation  of 
Egjrpt,  remained  suspended  ever  since  its 
signature.  None  of  the  Signatory 
Powers  have  at  any  time  claimed  that 
they  should  be  executed.  The  question 
whether  a  formal  conmiunication  shall  be 
made  to  them  on  the  subject  will  be 
considered 
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Mr.  GIBSON  BOWIJSS:  The  noble 
Lofd  has  not  answered  any  of  my  Quee- 
tioBs.  Have  any  of  the  oUier  Signatory 
Powen  been  consulted;  have  they  agreed 
to  the  alteration  } 

BaRl  PERCY :  None  of  them  have 
been  commonicated  witb  on  the  subject. 

The  ICasion  to  Tibet. 
Snt  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Gambome) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  a  Question  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  notice,  namely, 
whether  any  information  has  been  re- 
ceived at  the  India  Office  corroborating 
the  statement  in  The  Times  of  to-day 
that  200  additional  Tibetans  had  been 
killed  in  further  military  operations. 

Eabl  PERCY:  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  asked  me  to  say  that  he  has  received 
no  information  in  addition  to  that  which 
has  been  already  published,  but  that  a 
telegraphic  inquiry  has  been  addressed 
to  tiie  Viceroy  of  India  asking  whether 
the  statement  in  The  Times  is  accurate. 

Inland  Bevenne— Illegal  Demands. 

H&.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  oases  in  which  the  Inland 
Revenue  has  obtained,  under  threat  of 
legal  process,  payment  of  claims  which 
have  been  afterwards  judicially  declared 
to  be  legally  untenable;  whether,  not- 
withstanding such  decisions,  the  Inland 
Revenue  retains  the  money  so  illegally 
demanded  and  paid;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  cause  this  practice  to  be  dis- 
continued. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  op 
THiTRE  ASURY  (Mr.  Victor  Cavendish, 
Derbyshire,  W.) :  No  such  case  has  been 
brought  to  my  right  hon.  friend's 
knowledge ;  but,  if  the  hon.  Member  will 
give  details  of  specific  instances,  he  will 
have  them  inquired  into. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 
Da.  MACNAMARA :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Fiiit  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  was,  on  Slst 
December,  1903,^  in  the  accounts  of  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank  an  excess  of 
UabiUties  over  ass^  of  £10,000,000,  the 


Commissioners  for  tiie  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt  have  informed  the 
Treasury  of  the  deficiency  in  order  that 
the  amount  of  such  deficiency  n|ay  be 
issued  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
die  United  Kingdom,  or  out  of  the  grow- 
ing produce  thereof,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  24  and  25  Vic,  c.  14, 
s.  6. 

Mr.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH:  It  is 
only  when  ttie  assets  of  the  Savings 
Banks  Fund  are  insufficient  to  meet  the 
claims  of  depositors  that  the  Act  requires 
an  issue  to  be  made  from  the  ConsoUdated 
Fund.  No  necessity  for  such  an  issue 
has  arisen. 

Adulterated  Spirits. 
Mb.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  called  to  a  recent  decision 
of  the  Justiciary  Appeal  Court  of  Scot- 
land, declaring  it  illegal  to  describe  and 
sell  as  brandy  a  mixture  of  patent 
spirits  and  brandy,  and  upholding  a  con- 
viction by  the  Sheriff  Court  of  Hamilton, 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  .\cts,  for  this 
offence;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
officers  of  Excise  and  Customs  are  com- 
pelled^ by  their  regulations  to  allow,  in 
the  Government  bonded  warehouses, 
Gterman  spirit  to  be  labelled  as  brandy, 
and  English  spirit  as  Scotch  whiskey; 
and  whether  he  will  see  that  such  legis- 
lation is  promoted,  or  such  alterations 
made  in  the  Excise  and  Customs  regula- 
tions, as  will  make  it  impossible  for  these 
frauds  to  be  perpetrated  under  official 
supervision. 

Mb.  victor  CAVENDISH:  The 
regulations  of  the  Boards  of  Customs  and 
Inland  Revenue  merely  prescribe  that 
Revenue  officers  are  not  to  concern 
themselves  in  any  way  with  labels  placed 
on  spirits  issued  from  bond  for  home 
consumption,  beyond  seeing  that  the 
labels  do  not  contain  any  expression  im- 
plying official  supervision.  It  is  not 
possible  under  the  rules  that  German 
plain  spirit  should  be  labelled  in  bond  as 
brandy. 

Mb.  MACVEAGH :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  officers  of  Excise  are  compelled  by 
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the  regulations  to  permit  these  frauds  to 
be  perpetrated. 

Mr.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  :    No. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  I  have  seen  the 
regulations,  and  it  is  so. 

Arff  entina  Cattle  Trade, 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Huntingdonshire,  as  representing  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  he  will  now  take  into  con- 
<3ideration  the  admission  of  live  cattle  and 
sheep,  for  slaughter  at  port  of  entry,  into 
this  country  from  Argentina,  in  view  of 
the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  per- 
mission to  admit  such  live  cattle  was 
withdrawn,  the  probability  that  disease 
Las  ceased  in  the  Argentine  provinces, 
and  the  promptitude  with  which  the  last 
outbreak  was  detected  and  entry  of  con- 
taminated cattle  stopped. 

Me.  AILWYN  FELLOWES  (Hunting- 
donshire, Ramsey)  :  Foot-and-mouth 
disease  exieted  in  Argentina  so  recently 
as  February  last,  and  it  would  not,  there- 
fore, be  possible  for  the  Board,  consistenfl^ 
with  their  statutory  obligations  under  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  to  withdraw 
the  prohibition  against  the  importation 
of  animals  from  that  country. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.) :  What 
period  must  elapse  between  the  announce- 
ment that  the  Argentine  is  free  from 
disease  and  the  admission  of  the  cattle  to 
this  coimtry  ? 

Mr.  AILWYN  FELLOWES :  It  must 
be  a  good  long  time. 

Alien  Oriminals. 

Mr.  STUART  SAMUEL  (Tower 
H&mlets,  Whitechapel) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment if  he  will  say  what  is  the  average 
nimiber  of  aliens  sentenced  to  terms  of  | 
imprisonment  of  over  one  month  in  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  last  five 
years. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers- 
DoUGLAS,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  I  can 
only  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  tables 


which  were  prepared  specially  for  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Alien  Immigration, 
showing  the  alien  prisoners  (i.e.,  those  who 
declared  themselves  to  have  been  bom 
abroad)  received  during  the  five  years 
ended  Maroh,1903,  into  prisons  in  England 
and  Wales.  From  these  it  would  appear 
that  the  yearly  average  of  those  sentenced 
to  more  than  one  month's  imprisonment 
was  for  males  607*2  and  for  females  54*8» 
exclusive  of  averages  of  45'4  males  and 
0*6  females  who  wero  sentenced  to  penal 
servitude. 

Adult  Male  Aliens  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Mr.  STUART  SAMUEL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  will  state  the  total 
number  of  adult  male  aliens  over  the 
age  of  sixteen  resident  in  the  United 
Kingdom  according  to  the  oensus  re- 
turns. 

♦Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  I  cannot 
give  the  precise  figures  asked  for  without 
somewhat  prolonged  inquiry.  Perhaps 
it  will  serve  the  hon.  Member's  purpose 
if  I  state  the  number  of  ahens  over  the 
age  of  fifteen  as  shown  in  the  census 
tables.  There  were  139,724  male  aliens 
of  fifteen  years  and  upwards  resident  in 
England  and  Wales  in  1901,  and  11,115 
in  Scotland.  In  Ireland,  where  the  age 
classification  adopted  in  the  returns  is 
different,  the  number  would  appear  to  be 
about  6,900. 

British  Trade  with  Tunis  and  MadaiTMcar. 
Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  what 
was  the  amount  of  imports  and  exports 
of  British  goods  into  Tunis  and  Mada- 
gascar respectively,  in  the  years  im- 
mediately preceding  the  last  agreements 
with  France  relating  to  those  two 
countries;  and  what  are  the  amounts  of 
such  imports  and  exports  in  1903. 

Thb  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mt.  Gerald  Balfoub, 
Leeds,  Central) :  The  Convention  be- 
tween Oreat  Britain  and  France  relating 
to  Tunis  was  ratified  in  October,  1897. 
In  1896  the  value  of  our  direct  imports 
from  Tunis  was  about  £62,000,  and  of 
our  direct  exports  of  British  and  Irish 
produce  to  Tunis  about  £216,000.    In 
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1903  our  imports  amotuited  to  about 
£254,000,  and  our  exports  to  about 
£362,000.  There  has  been  no  agreement 
with  France  relating  to  Madagascar 
before  that  recently  signed.  Our  im- 
ports from  Madagascar  in  1903  amounted 
in  value  to  about  £58,000,  and  our  ex- 
ports of  British  and  Irish  produce  there- 
to to  about  £35,000.  In  1895,  the  year 
before  the  French  law  declaring  Mada- 
gascar a  French  Colony  was  paMed,  our 
imports  from  that  country  amounted  to 
£139,000,  and  our  exports  of  British 
produce  thereto  to  £66,000. 

Wireless  Telegraphy. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  if  he  can  now 
state  what  arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  Post  Office  for  facilitating  the 
receipt  and  forwarding  of  Marconi 
telegrams. 

The  postmaster-general  (Lord 
Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton)  : 
N^otiations  on  the  subject  are  still  in  pro- 
gress. It  will,  however,  be  quite  im- 
possible to  give  the  information  the  hon. 
Member  seeks  by  way  of  Question  and 
answer,  but  I  hope  during  the  course  of 
the  session  to  make  a  statement  on  the 
subject  of  wireless  telegraphy  generally, 
and  the  arrangements  which  I  hope  to 
conclude  with  the  Marconi  Company  in 
partacular. 

Dundee  Mails. 
Sib  JOHN  LENG:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  will  explain 
why,  although  a  mail  bag  for  Dundee  is 
carried  in  tiie  newspaper  train  leaving 
Ring's  Cross  at  5.15  a.m.,  and  the  news- 
papers are  delivered  in  Dundee  at 
3.37  p.m.,  the  mail  bag  is  not  carried 
forward  from  Edinburgh  to  Dundee,  and 
the  letters  are  not  delivered  before  7  p.m. ; 
and  whether  arrangements  can  be  made 
to  secure  an  earlier  delivery  of  the  mail 
in  Dundee. 

LoBD  STANLEY :  The  acceleration  of 
the  5.15  a.m.  train  from  King's  Cross  was 
carried  out  experimentally  by  the  rail- 
way companies  some  time  ago.  There 
are  certain  practical  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  using  the  accelerated  service  for 
the  mails  for  Scotland,  but  the  matter 


is  being  considered,  and  I  will  communi- 
cate with  the  hon.  Member  on  the 
subject  as  soon  as  I  am  in  a  position  ta 
do  so. 

Architect  of  New  Callage  of  Science, 
Dublin. 

Mb.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Dublin,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  can  now  give  the  name  and  quali- 
fications of  the  architect  for  the  proposed 
new  College  of  Science  at  Dublin. 

Mb.  victor  cavendish  :  Mr. 
Aston  Webb,  President  of  the  Royal 
Institute  of  British  Architects,  with 
whom  will  be  associated  Mr.  T.  M.  Dean, 
an  Irish  architect  who  has  already  been 
engaged  upon  public  buildings  in  Dublin. 

BJB.  BOLAND :  Why  was  not  an  Irish 
architect  selected  ? 

Mb.  victor  CAVENDISH:  It  was 
first  offered  to  an  Irish  architect,  but  he 
could  not  see  his  way  to  undertake  it. 
There  is  an  Irish  architect  associated  with 
Mr.  Webb  in  the  work  howevei. 

Persecution  of  Jews  in  Limerick. 
Mb.  SLOAN  (BeUast,  S.) :  I  begto  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loid-Iieu- 
tenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  refusal  to  deal  with,  and 
intimidation  of,  members  of  the  Jewish 
persuasion,  and  to  the  fact  that  in  some 
cases  violence  has  been  used  and  many 
are  at  piesent  starving  by  the  refusal  of 
dealers  and  shopkeepers  to  sell  to  them ; 
and  will  he  order  an  inquiry  into  the 
whole  matter  with  the  view  of  protecting 
the  rights  of  these  people. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  Persons 
who  formerly  dealt  with  members  of  the 
Jewish  faith  in  Limerick,  in  the  course  [of 
trade,  have  ceased  to  deal  with  them,  but 
any  moneys  due  are  being  gradually  paid. 
The  police  received  special  instructions 
to  use  every  exertion  to  protect  the  Jews 
from  acts  of  molestation  or  violence; 
eight  such  cases  have  been  prosecuted 
and  in  two  others  proceedings  are  pending. 
It  is  not  correct  to  say  that  individuals 
are  starving;  they  are  able  to  obtain 
supplies  and  necessaries  in  the  locality. 
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This  deplorable  exliibition  of  hostility  to 
the  Jews  has  formed  the  subject  of 
repeated  investigatioa  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities,  who  will  continue  to  afford 
every  protection  to  the  Jews  in  the 
parsnit  of  their  lawful  avocations. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  If  I  give  the  right  hon. 
<3estleman  cases  where  shops  have 
refused  to  deal  with  these  individuals 
will  he  have  them  investigated  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Any  infor- 
mation showing  primd  facie  evidence  of 
the  law  having  been  broken  will  be  care- 
fully  considered. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (limerick):  Is  there  any 
intention  to  introduce  legislation  to  safe- 
guard the  people  against  extortionate 
usurers  who  charge  200  or  300  per  cent. 
profit  on  shoddy  articles. 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Deny  Prison  Matron. 
Mr.  SLOAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  Mrs. 
M'Connell,  matron  of  Derry  Prison, 
and  widow  of  the  late  W.  L.  M*Connell, 
who  was  a  Qovemment  official 
in  Letterkenny,  describes  herself  as 
unmarried,  and  signs  official  documents 
under  the  name  of  Miss  O'Rourke ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
contrary  to  prison  service  rules  for  any 
matron  to  get  married  while  in  the  service, 
he  will  explain  why  the  governor  has 
neglected  to  report  this  matter  to  the 
Prison  Board. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Miss  O'Rourke, 
the  matron  of  the  Londonderry  Prison, 
states  that  the  allegation  in  the  Question 
is  without  foundation.  A  similar  allega- 
tion was  made  in  1897,  when  she  was 
matron  of  Waterford  Prison;  it  was 
investigated  by  the  Prisons  Board,  who 
were  of  opinion  that  the  charge  was 
groundless. 

Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  speech  delivered  by  the  Bishop 


of  Ardagh  and  Clonmacnoise  on  the  28th 
ultimo  at  Longford,  criticising  the  work 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  and  their  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  during  the  past 
four  years,  and  stating  that  all  their 
efforts  have  been  unsuccessful  in  materi- 
ally reducing  the  flow  of  emigration; 
and  if,  under  these  ciroumstances,  he 
would  consider  the  advisability  of  adopt- 
ing other  plans  and  methods  to  provide 
employment  for  the  young  men  and 
women  in  the  small  towns  and  villages, 
and  to  apply  the  funds  which  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Department  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  local  industries 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  seen  a  news- 
paper report  of  the  speech.  The  matters 
dealt  with  are  not,  however,  such  as  can 
properly  be  discussed  by  means  of  an 
answer  to  a  Question.  In  respect  to  the 
number  of  emigrants  from  Ireland  in 
recent  years,  I  may  point  out  the  yearly 
average  for  the  ten  years  from  1885  to 
1894  (both  inclusive)  was  61,310,  whilst 
in  the  subsequent  period  from  1895  to 
1903  the  yearly  average  hil  away  to 
39,843 — a  reduction  of  36  per  cent.  The 
number  of  emigrants  in  January,  Febru- 
ary, and  March  last  are  fewer,  by  538, 
than  in  the  corresponding  months  of 
1903,  and  lower  than  in  any  correspond- 
ing month  during  the  past  four  years. 
The  Department  does  not  propose  to 
depart  from  the  general  lines  of  poUcy 
described  in  its  published  reports.  The 
full  fruits  of  that  policy,  which  is  mainly 
educational  in  its  operation,  cannot  be 
expected  to  appear  for  some  years  to 
come,  and  the  Department  has  had 
hufficient  evidence  to  confirm  it  in  the 
course  it  has  adopted  in  co-operation 
with  the  statutory  representative  bodies 
associated  with  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment. So  br  as  the  present  powers  of 
the  Department  admit,  its  funds  are 
applied  in  aiding  schemes  for  the  promo- 
tion of  rural  industries. 

Irish  Industries. 
Me.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
will  take  into  consideration  the 
question  of  granting  loans  out  of  the 
money  now  in  the  hwds  of  the  Depart- 
ment  of    Agriculture    and     Technical 
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Instruction  in  order  to  aid  and  improve 
existing  industries  in  Irish  towns  and 
villages,  and  so  enable  small  woollen 
and  other  manubcturers  to  procure 
modem  machinery  and  successfully 
meet  the  foreign  competition^  such 
machinery  to  remain  the  property  of 
the  Department  until  the  loan  has  been 
repaid. 

Mb.  WTNDHAM:  The  question  of 
aiding  small  woollen  industries  by  way 
of  loan  for  the  purchase  of  machinery 
has  been  under  consideration,  but  the 
Department  is  advised  that  further 
legislation  would  be  necessary  to  bring 
this  purpose  within  the  scope  of  its 
powers. 

Limerick  Telegraph  Learners. 

Mb.  JOYCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmastei-Geueral  if  he  will  state 
how  many  male  and  female  learners  are 
at  present  employed  at  Limerick  who 
are  now  fully  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists ; 
and  whether  there  is  any  probability  of 
such  officers  being  placed  on  the  establish- 
ment within  the  next  twelve  months. 

Lord  STANLEY:  There  are  at  present 
nine  male  and  five  female  learnerj  em- 
ployed at  Limerick.  Four  of  the  male 
and  all  the  female  learners  are  fully 
qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  appointments  as  sorting  clerks 
and  telegraphists  may  be  found  in  the 
course  of  the  next  twelve  months  for 
three  of  the  male  and  for  two  of  the 
female  learners  at  Limerick. 

LimerickPoatalStaff— Holiday  Grievance. 

Mb.  JOYCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-(3eneral  if  he  will  explain  why 
several  members  of  the  Limerick  staff 
were  compelled  to  go  on  annual  leave  in 
January,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  Department  sajs  that  the  leave 
period  should  be  confined  between  the 
months  of  March  and  October,  why  in 
many  cases  the  leave  period  of  fourteen 
days  was  split  up  so  as  to  give  a  week  in 
January  and  a  week  in  November;  and 
why,  in  the  period  from  the  20th  Febru- 
ary to  the  25th  March,  no  officers  went 
CO  leave. 


LoBD  STANLEY  :  Inquiry  is  being 
made  on  the  subject,  and  I  will  com- 
municate the  result  to  the  hon.  Member 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Moy  Post  OAoe— Extra  Fees. 

Mb.  SLOAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-Oeneral  if  he  can  explain  under 
what  circumstances  extra  fees  Were 
charged  for  the  use  of  Moy  Post  Office 
on  the  1st  instant;  what  number  of 
extra  fees  were  charged  and  the  total 
amount  realised ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  dealers,  shipping  and 
railway  agents  were  in  attendance  at  the 
usual  monthly  fair,  he  can  state  the 
reason  why  arrangements  were  not  made 
to  suit  public  convenience. 

LoBD  STANLEY :  I  will  have  inquiry 
made  in  the  matter,  and  communicate 
the  result  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Ck>rkPo8t  Office— Promotions. 
Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN.  (Cork) :  I  beg^ 
to  ask  the  Postmaster-Q^^neral  whether 
in  making  the  promotions  granted  under 
the  in-door  revision  just  sanctioned  for 
Cork,  he  will  carefully  consider  the 
claims  of  the  senior  class  of  sorting 
clerks;  and  whether  he  will  carefully 
guard  agaiiist  the  passing  over  senior 
officers  fully  qualified  to  perform  these 
higher  duties. 

Lord  STANLEY:  I  will  carefully 
consider  the  qualifications  of  the  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists  in  question,  and 
will  endeavour  to  secure  that  the  officer 
who  is  promoted  is  not  only  fully 
qualified,  but  the  best  qualified,  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  higher  class. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Is  the  noble 
Lord  aware  that  the  selection  of 
junior  clerks  for  promotion  over  the 
heads  of  seniors  is  causing  the  deepest 
dissatishction  at  the  Cork  office  ? 

Lord  STANLEY :  All  promotions  are 
brought,  before  me,  and,  with  a  view  to 
securing  proper  efficiency  in  the  service, 
I  do  not  select  the  senior  men  unless 
they  are  best  qualified  to  do  the  work. 

Annual  Leave  Ib  the  Oork  Post  Office. 
Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will  explain 
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why  the  recommendations  of  the  Tweed- 
mouth  Committee  respecting  the  restric- 
tion of  the  annual  leave  to  the  better 
months  of  the  year  (from  March  to 
October,  inclusive)  were  not  observed  at 
Cork,  when  ten  or  twelve  officers  were 
compelled  to  go  on  leave  during  the 
month  of  February,  and  where  many 
other  officers  are  detailed  for  leave  in 
November;  why  the  officers  despatched 
on  leave  in  February  were  not  permitted 
to  chooee  a  space  in  the  annual  leave 
sheet,  a  privilege  which  all  other  ap- 
pointed officers  enjoy  ;  and  why  those 
officers  were  ushered  on  leave  without 
the  notice  customary  on  such  occasions. 

Lord  STANLEY :  I  will  make  inquiry 
«s  to  the  circumstances  referred  to  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  and  will  com- 
municate the  result  to  him. 

The  Anglo-French  Agreement. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  :  I  beg 
-to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Convention  recently  con- 
cluded between  Qreat  Britain  and  France 
has  to  be  submitted  for  final  ratification, 
40  far  as  France  is  concerned,  to  the 
French  Chamber;  and,  if  so,  whether 
similar  opportunities  of  discussion  will 
be  afforded  to  the  House  of  Commons  at 
an  early  date. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.):  I  under- 
stand that,  according  to  the  French 
^constitutional  usage,  the  Agreement  be- 
tween Oreat  Britain  and  France  must  be 
submitted  to  their  Chamber  before  final 
atification.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
Aware,  that  is  not  the  constitutional 
practice  in  this  country.  But  I  think  it 
is  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  a 
discussion  in  this  House  on  the  subject. 
In  any  case  a  Bill  wiU  have  to  be 
brought  in  dealing  with  portions  of  the 
Agreement,  because,  as  no  doubt  hon. 
Members  are  aware,  there  can  be  no 
^^easion  of  any  territory  of  His  Majesty 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament. 

BlR. EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Does 
the  treaty  not  expressly  stipulate  that  it 
shall  be  subject  to  ratification  by  both 
Parliaments  1 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Whether  it  is 
:  stipulated    or    not,   there    are    certain 
I  portions  of  this  treaty  which  require  the 
assent  of  Parliament. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  Will  the  Bill  to  which  the  right  hon. 
I  Oentleman  refers,  relating  to  parts  of 
:  the  subject,  give  an  opportunity  to  the 
I  House  of  discussing  the  whole  subject  ? 


!     Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :    On  that,  of 

I  course,  it  is  not  for  me  to  offer  an  opinion. 

I I  may  say  I  am  very  desirous  that  it 
I  should  be  so.    So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 

I  dhould  think  it  most  desirable,  in  the 
i  general  interests  of  Parliamentary  busi- 
'  ness,  that  we  should  have  one  discussion, 
I  and  that  an  adequate  discussion.  If  that 
I  discussion  can  be  taken  on  the  Second 
I  Reading  of  the  Bill,  I  think  it  would  be  a 
I  very  convenient  course  from  every  point 

of  view. 

Mr.    CHARLES    HOBHOUSE:    Can 

'  arrangements  be  made  f>o  that  the  dis- 
I  cussion  will  take  place  simultaneously 
I  with  the  discussion  in  the  French 
I  Chamber. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  any  pledge.  The  French 
Chamber  does  not  reassemble  for  some 
time,  and  I  think  we  had  better  keep  our 
proceedings  independent  of  the  French 
:  Chamber,  though  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
two  discussions  were  as  nearly  simul- 
taneous as  possible. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:   WUl  it  be 
I  possible  to  discuss  on  the  Bill  two  very 
important    declarations    in    the    treaty 
,  affecting  other  matters  ? 

I 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  a  Ques- 
tion which  should  be  addressed  to  Mr. 
Speaker  and  not  to  me.    I  do  not  imagine. 
j  with  all  deference  to  the  Chair,  that  it 
would  be  possible  for  Mr.  Speaker  to  give 
any  opinion  until  the  Bill  is  before  the 
House.     The  Bill  is  being  prepared.     As 
i  these  negotiations,  although  relating  to 
!  different  subjects,  are  a  single  great  trans- 
,  action,  I  think  it  woukL  be  fitting  that  an 
opportunity  should  be  taken  of  discussing 
the  whole  subject,  and  that  we  should 
,  not  deal  with  it  piecemeal. 
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Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  did  His 
Majesty^s  Gfovernment  consult  the  Qov- 
emment  of  Morocco  before  agreeing  to 
the  declaration  of  8th  April,  1904, 
recognising  a  right  in  Vrance  to  keep 


agreed  as  folbws,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  their  respective  Parliaments.'* 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  Sir.  I  do 
not  think  there  need  be  aiy  misunder- 
standing on  the  point.      There  are  por- 


watoh  over    the    tranquillity    of    that  |  tions  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  cession 


country,  and  declaring  that  tiie  Oovern- 
ments  of  France  and  England  will  not 
permit  the  erection  of  any  fortifications 
or  ol  any  strategic  works  whatever  on 
certain  parts  of  the  Moroccan  coast; 
hskVB  they  had  any  communication  with 
the  Spanish  Government  regarding  the 
Spanish  «interest8  involved,  and  when 
wOl  Papers  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
this  House  containing  correspondence 
that  has  passed  on  the  subject  with  the 
Governments  of  France,  Morocco,  and 
Spain  respectively;  does  the  prohibition 
of  any  strat^^  works  whatever  include 
i  prohibition  of  the  construction  either 


of  territory  which  require  the  assent  of 
Parliament,  and  there  axe  also  provisions 

'  in  the  treaty  which  require  the  voting  of 

'  money  by  Parliament.  Parliament  must 
be  consulted  on  both  those  points.     But 

'  on  other  parts  of  the  treaty  Parliament 
need  not  be  consulted,  though  I  think  it 
is  desirable  that  the  House  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  so  great  an 

j  international  instrument. 

I  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  ask 
I  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  how  it  is 
'  proposed  to  provide  for  the  payment  by 
His  Majesty's  Grovemment  of  the  indem- 


at  Tangier  or  elsewhere  on  the  Moroccan  '  i^ty  stipulated  by  the  Convention  with 


coast  of  harbours  suitable  for  the 
acconunodation  of  men-of-war  or  of 
destroyers. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Government 
of  Morocco  was  not  consulted.  In  regard 
to  the  second  Question  of  my  hon«  friend 
His  Majesty's  Government  have  been  in 
communication  with  the  Spanish  (}oirem- 
ment.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
anything  in  these  communications  which 
can  with  advantage  be  made  public. 
As  regards  strategic  works  on  the 
Moroccan  coast,  my  hon.  friend  is,  of 
course,  aware  that  if  a  harbour  is  built 


France  of  8th  April,  1904,  to  be  paid  to 
:  French  citizens ;  will  the  Convention 
I  providing  for  that  payment,  and  for 
:  certain  French  rights  on  the  coast  of 
^  Newfoundland,  be  submitted  in  any,  and, 
I  if  so,  in  what  manner  to  the  approval  of 

the  Colony  of  Newfoundland;  ana  in  what 
i  manner    will    it  be    submitted  to  the 

approval  of  this  House. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  I  think  I 
have  already  indicatod,  the  indemnity 
Mrill  be  paid  by  this  country,  and  of  course 
an  Estimate  will  have  to  be  presented 
for  that  payment.  The  Newfoundland 
-.I.-  v  — :ii  J  X  1.     X    1 .       Grovernment  need  not  be  consulted  with 

U^.  L™^r  rT^*°*,'^P''  i  "«"d  to  that  payment,  as  they  will  not 

It »  imposfflble  to  prevent  ships  of  war    ^^  ;„  i^.    They  wiU  have  to  be  con- 
from  niakmg  use  of  that  accommodation. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWI^ES:  Does  the 
arrangement  which  prevents  the  erection 
of  any  strategic  works  include  harbours. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BAIJOUR:  It  is  held  to 
include  military  harbours. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
My  hon.  friend  asked  a  Question  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  treaty 
that  its  terms  should  be  approved  by  the 
xeqpective  Parliaments  of  the  two 
countries.  I  find  that  these  words  exist 
in  the  preamble  to  the  Convention : — 

have 


'That  the  plenipotentiaries 


They 
suited  as  to  the  regulations  which  will 
have  to  be  put  in  force  upon  what  was 
known  as  the  treaty  shore.  I  think  I 
have  already  answered  the  last  part  of 
the  Question. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWI^ES :  I  presume 
there  will  be  a  money  Bill  with  regard  to 
this. 

Bin.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  not  sure. 
I  should  think  that  the  matter  could  be 
dealt  with  by  an  ordinary  Estimate. 

Army  Befonn. 

Bin.  BLACK  (Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
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the  Gk>veminent  liaa  resolved  to  abandon 
its  scheme  of  Army  reform  in  order  to 
adopt  en  bloc  that  put  forward  by  the 
War  Office  Reconstitution  Committee. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  think  that  Army  re- 
form  and  War  Office  reform  are  incom- 
patible alternatives.  That  is  not  the 
view  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  We 
hope  to  deal  with  both. 

Mb.  BLACK:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  whether  the  Army  Corps 
scheme  has  been  abandoned  by  the 
Government  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  better  wait  until 
he  hears  the  general  scheme  of  Army 
reform  which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  lay 
before  the  House. 

Govenunent  Fiscal  Policy  at  the  General 
Election. 

Mb.  BLACK :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment has  determined  to  ask  the  elec- 
torate at  the  ensuing  general  election 
for  a  mandate  to  impose  protective  duties 
in  favour  of  selected  manufactures  over 
and  above  duties  of  a  retaliatory  charac- 
ter, if  so,  has  the  Grovemment  determined 
which  manufactures  shall  be  protected, 
and  on  what  principle  has  the  selection 
been  made. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Grentleman  appears  to  desire  that  I  should 
give  him  not  only  a  preliminary  sketch 
of  my  election  address,  but  also  the  de- 
tails of  the  first  Budget  which  I  should 
introduce  when  I  returned  to  Parliament. 
I  think  the  demand  is  excessive. 

Scottish  Education  BiU. 
Db.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  when  he  proposes  to 
take  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Bill;  and  whether 
he  will  postpone  It  until  county  councils 
and  other  public  bodies  have  had  time 
to  consider  its  provisions. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  fix  a 
day. 
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Royal  Oommittion  on  Eeeleaiastical 
Disorders. 

Mb.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liverpool. 
Bast  Tozteth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  is 
now  able  to  make  any  statement  to 
the  House  as  to  tiie  composition  of  tho 
Royal  Commission  on  Bcclesiastical 
Disorders  and  as  to  the  terms  of 
reference  thereto. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  cannot  make 
a  statement  to-day.  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  make  a  statement  early  next  week. 


SUPPLY  [6th  Allotted  Day]. 
(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mb.  J.  W.  LowTHBR  (Cumberland* 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1904-5. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,839,000, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  the  Supply  and  Repair  of 
Warlike  and  other  Stores,  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1905.'* 

♦Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  could  make 
any  statement  with  regard  to  the 
armament  and  the  increase  of  the  Ifilitia 
Field  Artillery. 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Abjiold-Forster,  Belfast,  W.) 
said  they  had  not  taken  into  consideration 
the  extension  of  the  Militia  field  batteries, 
and  no  provision  was  made  for  it  in  the 
scheme  of  re-armament.  He  would  pre- 
fer not  to  discuss,  on  the  present  occasion, 
the  question  of  the  armament  of  the 
Militia  Artillery  and  the  Militia  Field 
Artillery.  No  provision  had  been  made 
beyond  the  provision  of  reserve  guns  for 
the  three  batteries  of  Field  Artillery  which 
at  present  existed  in  the  Militia. 

Mb.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Stafford- 
shire, Lichfield)  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote 
of  £2,839,000  for  the  repair  and  supply  of 
warlike  and  other  stores  by  £100,000  in 
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-Older  to  protest  against  continued  ex-  held  that  the  Government  did  not 
penditure  upon  obsolete  guns  for  the  |  deserve  the  strictures  passed  on 
ArtiDery.  The  question  of  quick-firing  them  by  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
guns  had,  he  said,  been  raised  over  and  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
over  again  during  ths  last  ten  years,  and  |  the  Forest  of  Dean,  from  time  to  time, 
for  the  last  four  years  the  answer  had  i  in  connection  with  this  question.  What 
been  that  the  guns  were  quick-firing ;  |  were  the  facts  ?  France  and  this  country 
but,  when  cross-examined,  it  was  ex-  were  the  only  countries  in  the  world 
plained  by  War  Office  representatives  which  had  quick-firing  guns.  Tbe  German 
that  they  meant  the  spade  equipment.  Government  endeavoured  to  re-arm  their 
which  was  not  quick-firing,  though  an  artillery  in  1899,and  they  spent  £3,000,003 
improvement  on  the  old  pattern.  It  in  doing  so.  But  recently  they  found 
«tiU  remained  that  our  artillery  guns  did  that  the  guns  were  obsolete  and  had  to 
not  fire  one  shot  to  four  shots  by  the  be  altered,  and  they  would  probably 
guns  of  other  artillery  and  were  really  ,  have  to  spend  another  £1,500,000  or 
obsolete  and  of  no  use.  A  considerable  £2,000,000  on  re-armament.  Nobody 
Vote  was  going  to  be  spent  on  guns  and  \  knew  exactly  what  the  Russsians  had 
tpm-cariiages,  and  they  were  being  told  got,  but  it  was  supposed  that  they  had 
that  guns  and  gun-carriages  of  the  new  a  certain  number  of  quick-firing  guns, 
pattern  were  not  to  be  introduced  in  The  Italian  Government  had  partially  re- 
the  English  Artillery  this  year.  Those  armed  their  artillery,  and  had  spent  about 
io  be  made  were  to  be  sent  to  India  and  ,  £1,000,000  three-and-a-half  years  ago  in 
India  was  to  pay  the  cost ;  but  the  doing  so,  with  the  pattern  of  the  German 
Artillery  at  home  was  apparently  going  quick-firing  gun.  But  the  Italians,  too, 
to  have  guns  made  of  the  old  pattern,  had  found  that  the  pattern  was  pract  - 
Some  of  them  had  been  made  quite  cally  obsolete  by  this  time,  and  they 
Tecently,  and  some,  he  believed,  had  the  whole  of  their  work  to  do  again, 
were  at  present  being  made.  He  In  this  country  we  had  the  Erchardt 
protested  that  it  was  perfectly  use-  gun,  which  was  bought  by  the  present 
less  to  waste  the  taxpayers'  money  on  Secretary  of  State  for  India  when  he 
making  guns  which  were  acknowledged  was  at  the  War  Office.  The  gun  was 
«ven  by  the  War  Office  itself  to  be  of  an  ,  highly  unsatisfactory  with  reference  to 
obsolete  pattern,  and  he  declared  that  it  its  carriage,  but  it  reaUy  was  a  quick- 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  by  the  House,  firing  gun  and  was  used  as  such  with 
There  should,  he  urged,  be  no  further  desirable  results.  There  was  no  doubt 
fihilly-shallying  about  the  matter.  He  the  French  had  a  quick-firing  gun,  but 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  i  they  took  uncommonly  good  care  that 
Garrison  Militia  Artillery  were  being  |  nobody  should  find  out  what  the  secret 
taught  on  guns  still  more  obsolete,  and  j  was,  though  he  believed  it  was  connected 
they  would  therefore  be  unable  to  j  with  spiral  and  compressed  air.  They 
use  the  guns  they  would  have  to  had  some  of  these  guns  with  their  forces 
use  if  we  were  at  war  and  they  I  in  China,  but  they  allowed  nobody  to 
were  put  on  coast  defence.  It  was  see  them,  and  sent  them  home  again  as 
really  most  important  that  our  troops  soon  as  they  could,  so  that  the  invention 
should  be  given  modem  instruments  should  not  be  pirated.  He  could  not 
to  be  taught  on;  and  this  system  of  help  thinking  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
producing  obsolete  guns  should  be  done  Member  for  Lichfield  was  wrong  in  his 
away  with.  aspersions  on  the  War  Office  in  regard 

to  this  matter,  and  that  the  (Government, 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  item  B  (Guns  and  Carriages)  be 
reduced  by  £100,000."— (Mr.  Courtenay 
Wamtr.) 


if  they  had  taken  the  advice  that  some 
I  of  them  gave  them  when  the  late  Mr. 
.  Powell  Williams  was  at  the  War  Office, 
;  would  have  constructed  their  guns  in  a 
I  hurry  and  would  have  had  the  work  to 
Sir  CABNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms-  |  do  over  again, 
iord)   did   not   think  the    last  speaker 

was    altogether    correct    in    what    he       Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Biistol, 
kad  said  about  quick-firing  guns.    He    E.)  said  that   although  this  Vote   was 
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reduced  by  half  a  million  of  money  as 
compared  with  last  year,  the  reduction 
was  more  apparent  than  real,  inasmuch 
as  the  Secretary  of  State  had  announced 
that  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  years 
three  or  three  and  a  half  millions  sterling 
were  to  be  spent  on  the  manufacture  of 
guns.  It  had  also  to  be  remembered  that 
in  the  course  of  the  last  three  years  there 
had  been  an  expenditure  of  five  millions 
sterling  on  artillery.  Such  expenditure 
could  not  go  on  without  a  reasoned 
explanation  on  the  part  of  the  War  Office, 
not  only  of  the  amount  they  were  going 
to  spend,  but  also  of  the  objects  on 
which  the  expenditure  was  to  be  made. 
As  to  quick-firers,  the  Swiss  had  a  far 
better  gun  than  the  English  or  the 
Germans,  and  probably  than  the  French, 
for  their  gun  would  fire  seven  aimed 
shots  per  minute  as  against  the  one 
aimed  shot  of  our  gun.  The  question 
to  which  he  desired  particularly  to  direct 
attention  was  that  of  calibre,  the  great 
importance  of  which  the  Secretary  of 
St«te  did  not  appear  able  to  realise.  In 
March  of  last  year,  in  reply  to  a  Ques- 
tioU)  it  was  stated  that  there  were  .^ix 
different  calibres  for  movable  guns 
and  three  for  heavy  ordnance.  Valu- 
able evidence  had  been  given  as  to  the 
waste  caused  by  this  variety  of  calibres, 
for  in  Question  18510  before  the  Royal 
Commission,  General  Marshall,  of  the 
Royal  Artillery,  stated — 

*'  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  number  of 
different  natures  of  gnns  employed— a  matter 
of  serious  importance.  The  difficulty  of  dis- 
tributing so  many  sorts  of  ammunition 
amongst  the  various  unite  operating  in  a  vast 
country  was  enormous.  It  is  a  matter  of 
Imperial  importance  to  insist  on  the  same 
patterns  for  home,  India, 'and  the  Colonies. 
The  following  should  meet  all  field  retjuire- 
ments— field  artillery  suns,  horse  artillenr 
guns,  field  howitzers,  ana  a  heavy  battery  such 
as  47  or  5-inch  guns." 

That  would  have  made  four  different 
sorts  of  guns  instead  of  fifteen,  as  was 
the  case  in  Africa,  and  it  was  obviously 
much  easier  and  cheaper  to  carry  one  or 
two  than  fifteen  sorts  of  ammunition 
for  as  many  different  kinds  of  guns. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  never  said 
a  word  as  to  the  character  of  the  guns 
that  were  to  be  manufactured,  first  of 
all,  for  India  as  an  experiment,  and 
then,  if  they  were  a  success,  presumably 
to  be  foisted  on  this  country.  If  there 
was  to  be  a  repetition  of  the  manu- 

Mr,  Charks  Eobhouse, 
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f  facture  of  a  great  number  of  calibres, 
he  would  certainly  vote  for  the  reduc- 
tion now  proposed  and  any  other  that 
might  be  moved  on  the  subject.  An- 
other point  was  that  it  ought  to  be  pes- 
sible  to  manufacture  one  kind  of  wheel 
for  transport  wagons,  mule  wagons,  and 
field  and  horse  artillery.     By  such  an  ar- 

i  rangement  the  cost  would  be  greatly  re- 
duced, and  the  convenience  of  wheel  and 

I  horse  transport  considerably  increased. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yarmouth) 
daid  the  question  of  guns  was  very  complex 
and  required  much  knowledge  of  a  de- 
tailed character,  but  there  were  one  or 
two  general  points  on  which  he  desired 
information.  The  allocation  of  £373,000 
to  armaments  and  £130,000  to  field 
artillery  indicated  a  general  policy,  aa 
to  the  correctness  of  which  he  was  not 
at  all  satisfied.  In  the  main,  our  mili- 
tary armament  must  be  field  artillery^ 
as  the  Army  was  for  field  service  abroad^ 
but  consideration  of  those  forces  which 
were  precluded  from  serving  abroad  at 
once  raised  the  question  of  the  nature 
of  the  guns  with  which  these  should 
have  been  armed.  The  circumstances 
under  which  their  guns  would  be 
brought  into  operation  had  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  that  affected  the  calibre 
of  the  guns.  The  purpose  of  the  Militia 
and  Volunteer  Forces  was  to  resist  foreign 
invasion,  which  must  come  from  an 
attack  delivered  by  troops  landing  from 
ships.  The  debarkation  of  an  army  on  a 
smooth  water  surface  was  impossible 
under  modem  conditions  of  fire  if  resisted 
by  even  light  artillery  and  a  moderate 
force  in  position.  Therefore  to  arm  the 
Auxiliary  Forces  with  a  gun  not  applic- 
able to  the  purpose  of  destroying  trans- 
ports was  a  mistake.  The  relative 
amounts  to  be  spent  on  heavy  and 
field  artillery  raised  the  question, 
of  the  purpose  for  which  the  heavy 
artillery  was  required.  It  could  only 
be  to  arm  the  forces  whose  object  pre- 
sumably was  to  ward  off  an  attack  by 
ships,  so  he  thought  the  War  Office  were 
overdoing  it.  As  the  armament  at  our 
naval  ports  was  to  be  used  against  ships, 
and  as  the  guns  of  ships  were  to  be  used 
against  ships,  there  was  a  possilulity  of 
standardisation  in  regard  to  the  arma- 
ment of  naval  ports  and  the  guns  of  ships. 
In  this  way  they  could  create  a  reserve  of 
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guns  and  could  piacticaUy  have  mounted 
on  their  works  guns  available  for  any 
naval  necessities  which  might  arise. 
He  invited  the  rii^  hon.  (Gentleman's 
attention  to  the  broad  question.  He 
would  also  like  some  more  information 
wiUi  regard  to  the  howitser  and  as  to 
what  had  actually  been  done  to  develop 
gfeat^  accuracy  in  hig^  angle  firing.  He 
did  not  ask  foi  detailed  information,  but 
he  wished  to  know  how  far  the  attention 
of  the  War  Office  had  been  paid  to  the 
development  of  high  angle  fire  of 
certain  classes  of  ordnance  to  be  used 
on  certain  occasions.  There  were  cir- 
cumstances under  which  high  angle 
filing  was  extremely  necessary  and  dedir- 
able,  and  he  should  like  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  them  some  informa- 
tion as  to  any  experiments  made  in  this 
direction. 

Mb.  BiAREHAH  (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield)  criticised  the  Secretary  of  State 
f  )r  War  for  his  attitude  towards  the  ques- 
tion  of  standardisation  of  guns.  Before  he 
was  in  office,  he  was  continually  calling  the 
Government  to  account  because  the  cali- 
bres of  guns  in  India  were  not  the  same. 
The  fact  of  there  being  no  standardisa- 
tion of  guns  must  cause  an  immense 
amount  of  trouble,  and  if  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  would  give  to  standardiisa- 
tion  the  same  attention  he  gave  to  the 
subject  before  he  was  in  office,  he  would 
meet  the  criticism  of  many  Members  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 

Mb.  LTELL  (Dorsetshire,  E.)  alluded 
to  the  armaments  of  the  Garrison  Artillery 
and  asked  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
whether  he  could  not  take  the  Committee 
into  his  confidence  with  regard  to  the 
policy  he  was  pursuing  in  this  matter, 
because,  after  all,  the  policy  of  substitut- 
ing obsolete  guns  for  slightly  less  obsolete 
guns  was  not  economical. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FOESTER  referred  to 
the  observations  of  tite  hon.  Member  for 
East  Bristol  who,  he  thou^t,  always 
talked  in  a  <2e  haul  en  baa  fashion  of 
the  War  Office.  That  hon.  Member 
thought  it  had  never  occurred  to  them  to 
make  any  inquiries  of  foreign  countries. 
He  was  mistaken ;  they  had  made  in- 
quiries of  foreign  countries.  The  proof 
of  the  fact  was  furnished  by  the  demand 


that  was  now  being  made  upon  the 
House.  But  they  had  held  their  hand 
with  regard  to  the  construction 
of  a  quick-firing  gun  until  they 
were  satisfied  that  the  progress  of 
foreign  nations  was  such  as  to  make 
the  new  departure  advisable.  The  in- 
formation they  possessed  would  allow 
them  to  manufacture  a  gun  which  would 
at  any-  rate  be  equal,  and  he  thought 
more  than  equal,  to  the  gun  which  was 
now  being  manufactured  or  which  was 
actually  in  use  on  the  Continent.  The 
hon.  Member  talked  about  foisting  off 
guns  upon  India.  He  assured  him  that 
there  was  no  question  of  an  experiment 
in  regard  to  the  guns  sent  to  India. 
All  the  eicperiments  had  been  under- 
taken and  had  been  brought  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion  before  a  single  gun 
was  issued,  either  to  India  or  to  the 
Army  elsewhere.  They  weie,  for  reasons 
which  he  gave  on  a  previous  occasion, 
supplying  these  gun^  in  the  first  instance 
to  India,  but  there  was  no  question  at 
all  of  the  guns  being  of  an  experimental 
character.  The  hon.  Member  had  asked 
him  for  details,  but  he  would  need  to 
be  excused  from  going  into  very  minute 
details  before  these  guns  were  manu- 
factured. The  House  of  Commons  wa4 
entitled  to  a^k  for  anything,  but  he 
thought  hon.  Members  would  agree  that 
there  were  some  things  that  perhaps  had 
better  not  be  asked  for.  The  assurance 
they  would  desire  was  that  this  gun, 
in  the  opinion  of  all  those  who  had  been 
concerned  in  its  manufacture  and — more 
important — in  the  opinion  of  those  who 
had  dealt  with  it  from  a  practical  point 
of  view,  had  justified  the  descriptions  he 
had  given  of  it  as  being  at  least  equal 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  many  good 
judges,  superior  to  guns  which  were  now 
being  manufactured  for  Continental 
armies. 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Yarmouth  took  some  exception  to 
the  apparent  disproportion  between  the 
figures  given  for  guns  and  carriages. 
He  pointed  out  that  they  ought  always 
to  keep  in  mind  the  paramount  necessity 
of  mobile  defence  whether  on  land  or 
on  sea.  But  he  did  not  think  really 
that  an  examination  of  those  figures 
would  enable  him  to  enforce  the  argu- 
ment pursued  in  this  case.    The  sum 
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of  £373,000  was  asked  for  t  provide 
armamentd,  and  £133,000  was  for  field 
artillery.  The  effective  charge  for  field 
artillery  was  of  course  much  more  than 
£170,C00,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they 
were  manufacturing  different  patterns. 
Of  couToC  the  additional  sum  was  required 
for  the  British  Army  in  India.  The 
Mowatt  Report,  as  hon.  Members  knew, 
dealt  with  the  fortification  of  the  coast 
fortresses.  The  result  of  the  programme 
— the  details  of  which  he  was  very  inti- 
mate with — was  to  reduce  very  laigely 
the  number  of  guns  in  our  forts  all  over 
the  world.  The  reduction  had  been  made 
partly  because  some  of  the  guns  were  ob- 
solete, and  because  it  was  part  of  a  con- 
sidered programme  upon  which  a  omall 
commencement  had  been  made  thi^  year. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth 
asked  if  the  War  Office  were  aware  of  the 
importance  of  improving  and  extending 
the  possibilities  of  high  angle  fimg.  They 
were  aware  of  the  importance  of  that 
question,  and  they  had  that  problem  in 
mind.  They  were  now  making  an 
experiment,  which  was  of  the  greatest 
possible  interest,  with  a  gun  larger 
than  had*  ever  been  used  before  for 
that  purpose. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Mansfield 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bristol 
had  addressed  to  him  Questions  of 
great  importance.  He  was  rather  as- 
tonished that  the  hon.  Member  for  Bristol 
should  suppose  for  a  moment  that  he  had 
abated  his  interest  in  a  question  in  which 
he  had  always  shown  such  a  deep  concern, 
or  that  he  could  fail  in  any  endeavour  he 
had  made  to  put  into  execution  his  own 
very  frequently  expressed  views  in  favour 
of  standardisation,  not  only  in  guns,  but 
in  everything  appertaining  to  warlike 
stores.  He  could  give  the  hon.  Member 
for -Mansfield  the  best  proof  of  his  good 
intentions  in  this  matter,  by  telling  him 
that  when  he  was  in  another  Office  he 
did  take  a  considerable  part  in  introduc- 
ing the  greatest  step  in  the  standardisa- 
tion of  artillery  that  had  ever  been  taken 
in  this  country.  It  was  true  there  would 
be  a  discrepancy  in  the  calibres  of  the 
two  new  field  guns,  but  when  they  re- 
membered that  there  was  a  very  great 
difference  between  the  weight  of  the  two 
projectiles,  it  would  be  seen  that  it  was 
not  without  reason  that  they  were  vary- 
ing  the  calibres  of  those  guns.     With  re- 

Mr,  AmoldrForster, 


gard  to  the  general  range  of  guns,  the  hon. 
Member  knew  that  in  the  past  there  had 
been  a  lamentable  superfluity  of  calibres. 
This  year  they  were  using  the  9*2  gun, 
which  was  also  a  naval  gun,  and  not  only 
so,  but  they  had  for  a  long  time  been 
using  a  12-pounder  quick-firing  gun, 
which  was  a  gun  used  in  the  Navy.  A 
large  number  of  obsolete  calibres  had  been 
entirely  eliminated.  It  was  true  that 
there  was  still  a  difference  between  the 
heavy  gun,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  in 
the  field,  and  the  4*7  gun  in  the 
Navy;  but  the  weight  of  the  pro- 
jectiles' of  these  guns  had  not  exactly 
the  same  relation  to  each  other  as  the 
calibres.  Steady  progress  was  being 
made  in  the  diminution  of  the  calibres, 
and  the  Committee  might  rest  assured 
that  no  effort  would  be  spared  to  reduce 
the  calibres  so  far  as  they  could  be  use- 
fully reduced,  and  to  extend  the  system 
of  standardisation. 

The  hon.  Member  for  East  Dor- 
setshire had  drawn  a  pitiable  pic- 
ture of  the  state  of  a  battery  of 
Militia  Artillery  in  which  he  was  inter- 
ested. He  asked  the  hon.  Member  to 
give  him  particulars  of  that  battery, 
for  he  could  not  reconcile  the  description 
of  the  obsolete  6-inch  guns  with  his 
own  knowledge  of  the  artillery  as  it 
was  at  present.  There  were  several 
types  of  breech  action  in  the  6-inch 
guns,  but  that  was  inevitable  in  view 
of  the  demands  of  the  service.  The 
earlier  type  of  the  breech-loader  had  been 
relegated  to  the  Militia,  but  he  could 
not  accept  the  description  that  they 
were  obsolete  guns.  He  could  state 
from  his  own  knowledge  that  there  had 
been  an  immense  improvement  in  the 
armament  of  all  the  Reserve  Forces. 
The  process  of  manufacturing  guns  was 
expensive  and  tedious,  and  it  was  not 
possible  to  pass  on  to  the  Auxiliary  Forces 
the  guns  which  were  still  lequired  for 
the  Regular  Forces,  but  at  no  time  had 
progress  been  so  rapid,  as  in  the  past 
five  years,  in  providing  improved  arma- 
ments. As  soon  as  the  new  guns  in  the 
programme  already  announced  were 
manufactured  the  15-pounder  guns  in  the 
hands  of  the  Royal  Artillery  would  be 
transferred  to  the  Auxiliary  Forces.  What- 
ever might  be  the  gravamen  of  the  charge 
in  the  particular  case  referred  to,  they 
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were  doing  all  they  could  to  remove  the 
objection. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  whether 
it  was  not  the  case  that  the  Militia  Grarri- 
8on  Artillery  were  now  being  trained  every 
year  at  the  places  to  which  they  would  be 
sent  for  mobilisation,  and  that,  therefore, 
they  were  using  modem  guns.  Could  that 
system  not  be  extended  so  as  to  cover 
the  cases  dealt  with  just  now. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  the: 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  touched  on  a 
most  important  point.  For  the  most  | 
part  the  artillery  were  being  trained  at  I 
the  places  where  they  would  undergo 
mobilisation.  It  happened  that  there  I 
were  certain  units  of  Militia  which  were  | 
not  attached  for  mobilisation  to  any  par-  i 
ticular  place.  ; 

♦Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  said  the 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Lichfield  was  one  of  very  great  import- 
ance. He  thought  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  had  given  a  very  satisfactory 
answer.  In  regard  to  the  new  quick- 
firing  gun,  he  thought  it  would  be  adverse  i 
to  the  interest  of  this  country  to  have  the  ! 
.  whole  of  the  details  given  in  public. 
They  must  trust  the  War  Office  to  keep 
the  secrets  of  valuable  new  inventions. 
It  was  unquestionable  that  we  could  not 
have  the  Auxiliary  Forces  provided  with 
the  most  modem  weapons.  It  would  in- 
volve an  enormous  cost,  which  he  ventured 
Jto  say  the  House  would  never  authorise. 
At  the  same  time  he  thought  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  assured  that  both  forces 
were  armed  with  guns  which  would  be 
likely  to  be  of  use  in  case  of  invasion. 
We  rightly  trusted  very  much  to  our 
Navy.  A  most  terrible  disaster  had 
happened  to  one  of  the  great  battleships 
of  Uie  Russian  Navy.  It  seemed  to  be 
an  accident  of  a  kind  which  might  happen 
to  a  British  ship  as  well  as  to  a  Russian 
ship.  Such  an  accident  might  upset  the 
whole  of  a  scheme  of  defence  of  this 
country.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
prepared  against  invasion,  and,having  the 
experience  of  the  South  African  War 
behind  us,  an  assurance  should  be  given 
to  the  Committee  that  there  would  be  in 
the  case  of  invasion,  not  only  a  satisfac- 
tory mobiUsation  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces, 
but  that  these  forces  would  be  armed 


with  satisfactory  weapons.  He  thought 
if  money  were  expended  in  providing  the 
Reserve  Forces  in  this  country  with 
weapons  as  good  as  those  provided  for  the 
Reserve  Forces  in  Continental  countries, 
it  would  be  well  spent.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Lichfield  had  called  atten- 
tion to  the  important  matter  of 
standardisation,  and  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
might  be  taken  as  an  assmance  that  this 
I  was  being  carried  out  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  said 
he  wished  a  more  explicit  answer  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  Was 
it  to  be  understood  that  the  field  artillery 
gun  would  be  paid  for  this  year  out  of 
this  Vote  ?  He  understood  that  some 
of  the  guns  included  in  this  Vote  were 
really  not  field  artillery  guns.  The 
assuranc3  he  wished  from  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  was  that  no  money  would 
be  spent  on  any  field  artillery  gun  which 
was  not  a  quick-firing  gun. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  That  is  so. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  askrl 
leavd  to  withdraw  the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 


I      Mr.  J.  F 
I  side)    asked 


HOPE  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
whether  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  c  uld  state  what  proporti  n 
of  the  new  batteries  would  be  made  in 
the  Government  arsenals  and  what  pro- 
portion would  be  given  out  on  contract  ? 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  called 
attention  to  an  item  of  £31,000  for 
**  cordite,  gunpowder,  etc."  He  under- 
stood that  some  alteration  was  being  made 
at  present  in  regard  to  the  manufacture 
of  cordite,  and,  that  being  so,  he  did 
not  see  why  so  much  should  be  spent  at 
present  in  providing  additional  cordite. 
There  was  an  Estimate  of  £382,000  for 
**  small-arm  and  machine  gun  ammuni- 
tion," being  £40,000  in  excess  of  the 
amount  for  the  previous  year.  He  could 
not  understand  why  so  much  mouey 
should  be  spent  on  that  item  when  we 
were  only  engaged  ia  a  small  war  in 
Somaliland  and  a  smaller  war^in  Tibet. 
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He  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  give  some  mformation  in  regard 
to  thb  large  expenditure.  He  thought 
he  had  better  protect  himself  by  moving 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £200. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'That  Item  C  (Ammunition)  be  reduced 
by  £200."— (iff .  Weir.) 

^Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he  could 
not  give  precisely  the  various  qualities  of 
the  cordite.  There  had  been  a  change 
in  the  quality  of  the  cordite,  especially 
of  that  for  use  in  the  Navy.  He  could 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
qi  ality  was  calculated  according  to  a 
given  velocity  for  each  gun.  The  Depart- 
ment was  manufacturing  according 
to  the  existing  demands.  The  increase 
was  not  large.  Last  year  a  compara- 
tively small  amount  was  asked  for, 
because  there  was  a  surplus  over  from 
the  war  in  South  Africa  which  had 
not  been  exhausted.  Now  they  were 
going  back  to  the  normal  demand  and 
the  inciease  was  only  £40,000. 


Mr.  weir  said  that  that  last  ex- 
planation was  so  far  satisfactory.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  answer 
to  an  inquiry  in  regard  to  another 
point,  said  that  this  was  a  question  of 
erosion  of  the  barrels  of  the  guns  and 
not  of  velocity.  He  had  raised  that 
very  point  ten  years  ago  in  connection 
with  the  Lee-Metford  rifle.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  told  the  Committee  that 
this  increase  was  only  £40,000;  but 
there  ought  to  have  been  a  decrease  of 
£140,000  this  year,  instead  of  an  increase 
of  £40,000,  when  they  recollected  the 
large  stock  left  over  from  the  late  war. 
He  had  no  desire  to  divide  the  House, 
but  he  was  not  satisfied  to  see  such  large 
sums  of  money  expended. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  that 
there  was  a  time  when  it  was  in  doubt  as  I 
to  whether  it  was  necessary  to  adopt  this  | 
particular  quality  of  cordite,  and  there  , 
was  a  moderation  in  its  manufacture. 
At  present  there  was  no  such  hesitation ;  i 
and  the  Department  was  manufacturing  | 
cordite    according    to    its    needs.     The  ' 

Mr,  Weir. 


question  of  erosicm  did  not  arise  on  this 
Vote. 

Mr.  weir  said  Uiat  was  not 
a  satisfactory  explanation  from  a 
Minister  who  was  receiving  a  salary 
of  £5,000  a  year.  This  question  of 
the  erosion  of  the  barrels  of  rifles  wai* 
of  vital  importance  to  the  country ;  but 
the  right  hon.  G^tleman  had  given  no 
satisfactory  explanation  as  to  why  there 
should  be  such  a  large  increase  in  the 
money  demanded  for  small-arm  am- 
munition. He,  however,  would  with- 
draw his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire)  said 
that  he  would  be  glad  if  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  would  inform  the  Committee 
whether  he  would  take  into  consideration 
the  advisability  of  supplying  the  Volun- 
teers with  ammunition  at  the  same  rate 
as  it  was  supplied  to  the  Militia  and 
Yeomanry. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
would  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  that 
matter.  In  answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Brightside,  he  could  state  that  the 
allocation  of  orders  would  fdlow  the 
ordinary  rule— one-third  of  the  total 
would  be  given  to  the  Ordnance  Fac- 
tories ;   and  the  remaining  two-thirds  to 

the  trade. 

• 

Mr.  WHITLET  (Halifax)  said  that 
he  was  unable  to  understand  the  corres- 
pondence which  appeared  in  the  Report 
of  the  Auditor-General  in  regard  to  the 
cost  of  the  new  rifle  with  which  the  Service 
was  to  be  armed.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  a  payment  had  been  made  to  the 
London  and  Birmingham  Small  Arms 
Company  for  rifle  ranges,  and  not  on 
account  of  the  new  rifles.  Why  should 
a  pa3rment  be  made  for  private  rifle- 
ranges  belonging  to  a  private  company  ? 
The  correspondence  showed  that  the 
matter  was  still  regarded,  as  it  were,  as 
a  payment  in  advance  for  the  new  rifles. 
The  Treasury  at  first  objected  to  the 
payment,  but  subsequently  assented  to 
it  on  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
correspondence.    The  Committee  ought 
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to  be  informed  how  much  had  been  spent, 
and  in  what  direction  it  had  been  spent. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  on  a 
point  of  order  that  no  money  was  being 
taken  for  the  purpose  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  WHITLET  said  that,  as  he 
understood  the  matter,  arrangements 
ware  being  made  with  two  companies 
in  anticipatioD,  apparently,  of  the  manu- 
facture of  the  new  rifle. 

♦The  chairman  :  It  would  be  disas- 
trous to  the  whole  system  of  discussing 
Estimates  if  matters  were  discussed 
which  were  not  contained  in  the  Estimates 
at  all.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
stated  that  no  such  pa3rment  as  the 
hon.  Oentleman  imagined  was  contained 
in  the  Report ;  and,  obviously,  therefore 
the  subject  cannot  be  discussed  on  this 
Vote. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  said  he  would  ask 
where  the  amounts  referred  to  in  the 
correspondence  with  the  Treasury  ap- 
peared? 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
would  repeat  that  the  House  of  Conmions 
was  not  asked  for  any  money  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Grentle- 
man. 

Mb.  COURTENAY  WARNER  asked 
if  the  Secretary  of  State  would  give,  the 
Committee  some  idea  as  to  what  the  pay- 
ments for  rifles  would  be.  He  wished  to 
know  how  the  money  was  to  be  spent. 
Was  it  all  to  go  to  the  Birmingham  Small 
Arms  Factory  % 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bromley 
Davenport,  Cheshire,  Macclesfleld)  said 
that  there  was  no  money  in  the  Estimate 
before  the  Conmiittee  for  the  purpose 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

♦OoLONEL  WELBY  said  he  wished  to 
know  what  was  the  definite  policy  of  the 
War  Office  in  reference  to  swords  and 
lances  in  the  mounted  branches  of  the 
Army.  Were  those  weapons  to  be 
abolished,  or  was  the  reduction  in  the 
Vote  merely  automatic.  The  matter 
was  of  importance,  as  the  German  and 


other  Continental  armies  had  not  de- 
cided to  abolish  the  lance  and  sword ; 
and,  in  the  event  of  war,  the  British 
Army  mi^t  be  at  a  disadvantage. 

♦Colonel  LEGGE  (St.  Gewge's,  Han- 
over Square)  said  he  was  glad  his  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  had  called  attention 
to  the  question  of  the  retention  of  the 
lance^  He  mentioned  the  matter  a 
year  ago  and  was  informed  that  the 
decision  was  arrived  at  as  a  result  of  the 
recommendation  of  Sir  Ian  Hamilton. 
He  had  great  respect  for  Sir  Ian  Hamilton, 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  desirable  that 
the  War  Office  should,  before  deciding, 
have  taken  the  opinion  of  cavalry 
officers.  Having  commanded  two 
cavalry  regiments  he  had  great  faith  in 
the  lance.  It  would  be  seen  from  the 
Blue-book  that  most  of  the  officers  who 
held  high  command  in  South  Africa  who 
gave  evidence  before  the  Commission 
were,  in  favour  of  the  retention  of  the 
lance  except  two  who  were  not  cavalrv 
officers.  Under  these  circumstances  ne 
submitted  that  it  was  very  desirable  that 
the  Army  Order  issued  last  year  for  the 
abolition  of  the  lance  should  be  recon- 
sidered and  the  lance  retained.  We  were 
apt  to  lean  too  much  upon  the  experi- 
ence we  gatheied  in  South  Africa,  but 
even  there  an  urgent  request  was  sent  to 
Pretoria  for  lances,  and  he  would  not  be 
at  all  surprised  if  on  the  occasion  of  a 
future  war  they  found  all  the  commanders 
writing  home  for  lances.  Lately  in 
Somaliland,  a  correspondent,  in  reporting 
a  pursuit  by  mounted  infantry,  stated 
at  the  end  that  had  they  had  a  regiment 
of  Bengal  Lancers  they  would  have  done 
much  greater  execution.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  this  matter  would  be  recon- 
sidered, and  that  the  lance  would  be 
retained  not  only  for  parade  purposes, 
but  also  for  effective  service  in  the  field. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) 
congratulated  the  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Greorsre's  in  having  referred  to  this 
matter.  There  was  considerable  mis- 
conception in  the  mind  of  the  House  and 
the  public  in  regard  to  the  lancers. 
In  recent  years  military  tournaments 
had  become  popular,  and  the  public  had 
in  consequence  become  more  or  less 
conversant  with  the  way  in  which  the 
lance  and  the  sword  respectively  were 
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used  in  those  contests.  But  in  those 
tournaments  the  lancers  were  purposely 
handicapped.  If  a  man  were  allowed 
to  use  a  lance  in  the  normal  way  in  which 
it  was  used  in  war,  that  was  to  say,  to  put 
it  in  the  rest  and  charge  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  everyone  would  admit  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  result — the 
man  with  the  sword  would  not  stand  a 
chance.  The  country  in  South  Africa 
was  in  the  highest  degree  unfavourable 
for  the  use  of  cavalry,  and  only  suited  to 
the  use  of  mounted  infantry  which  used 
the  rifle  and  only  used  their  horses  to  get 
from  place  to  place.  No  mounted  in- 
fantry man  was  a  true  cavalry  man.  But 
everybody  knew  that  in  the  time  of  the 
Indian  mutiny  the  lance  was  known  to 
be  a  terror  to  the  mutineers.  It  was  the 
habit  of  the  mutineers  when  the  dragoons 
came  by  to  fall  upon  their  faces,  and  all 
the  dragoons  could  do  was  to  prod  them 
slightly  on  the  back  as  they  passed,  but 
the  lancers  in  every  case  pinned  their 
man.  He  did  not  suppose  it  would  ever 
fall  to  the  lot  of  this  country  to  engage 
again  in  war  upon  the  Continent,  but  if  it 
did,  the  entire  country  from  the  P3Tenees 
to  Russia  was  one  great  plain  which  had 
no  ground  in  which*  infantry  could  take 
cover ;  there  were  no  such  obstacles  as 
were  to  be  found  both  in  this  country  and 
Ireland ;  and  he  was  prepared  to  assert 
that  in  the  next  European  war  we  should 
see  cavalry  play  a  much  more  important 
part  than  ever  it  had  played  in  the  past. 
If  we,  under  such  circumstances,  were 
brought  into  conflict  with  a  foreign  nation, 
and  had  no  lancers,  and  our  troops  were 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  lancers  of 
that  nation  they  would  sweep  away  all 
who  were  not  so  armed.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  lance  would  not  be  abolished 
simply  because  in  the  case  of  South 
Africa  we  were  fighting  under  conditions 
which  were  never  likely  to  occur  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world. 

Sir  ELLIOTT  LEES  (Birkenhead)  said 
he  could  imagine  circumstances  arising 
even  in  modem  warfare  in  which  the 
use  of  the  lance  might  be  advantageous, 
and  he  could  conceive  other  conditions 
when  the  use  of  the  battle-axe  might 
also  be  advantageous,  but  those  occasions 
were  so  remote  and  so  rare  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  train 
troops  in  the  use  of  either  one  or  the 

Captain  Norton 


other.  He  could  not  see  much  difference- 
himself  between  the  character  of  the* 
country  in  the  North  of  Europe  and  that 
in  which  we  were  operating  in  South 
Africa,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  most 
unwise  to  neglect  to  take  advantage 
of  the  experience  we  had  obtained  there. 
Against  anything  like  proper  scouting: 
in  any  country  except  one  so  enclosed  as. 
England  shock  tactics  must  in  future 
disappear.  That  might  be  too  sweeping^ 
an  assertion,  but  he  firmly  believed  that 
we  should  do  well  to  accept  the  judgment 
of  Lord  Roberts  that  mounted  troops 
must  be  used  more  for  rifle  tactics  than, 
for  shock  tactics,  and  that  the  lance  with. 
all  its  historic  and  chivalrous  associations, 
must  disappear  as  the  true  cavalry^ 
weapon  of  the  future.  He  hoped  we 
should  not  as  a  nation  be  so  mad  as  to 
disregard  the  lessons  of  the  late  war.        , 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  whether 
the  hon.  Baronet  intended  to  suggest  that 
the  Prussians  were  in  favour  of  diminish- 
ing the  number  of  Regular  cavalry,  and 
were  opposed  to  the  lance.  If  not,  the 
quotation  he  had  given  was  useless,  and^ 
his  argument  fell  to  the  ground.  It  was 
difficult  for  the  ordinary  member  of 
the  public  to  avoid  accepting  military 
authority  on  subjects  of  this  kind,  and. 
such  authority  was  entirely  in  favour,  not 
only  of  the  retention  of  Regular 
cavalry  for  shock  tactics,  but  of  increas- 
ing the  Regular  cavabry  in  proportion  ta 
the  infantry.  Military  opinion  in  France 
and  Germany  was  distinctly  in  that  direc- 
tion, in  spite  of  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  training  of  cavabry  and  the  short 
service  system.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  prejudice  against  the 
lancers  in  particular  came  from  the  public 
eye  being  attracted  by  the  showy  and 
out-of-date  guise  in  which  the  lancer 
appeared  in  time  of  peace,  with  pennant 
and  polished  tip  on  the  lance.  But  the 
lancer  in  time  of  war  was  a  very  different 
person,  and  the  great  preponderance  of 
military  opinion  in  the  world  was  in  favour 
of  opportunities  for  shock  tactics  oon- 
tinning  and  becoming  proportionately 
even  more  important.  The  most  recent 
investigation  on  the  subject  had  been  hj 
our  own  War  Commission,  and  it  waa 
almost  the  only  point  on  which  that  bod7 
made  a  definite  recommendation,  vic^ 
that  the  number  of  our  mounted  txoopa 
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should  be  increased,  though  it  was  true 
that  they  left  open  the  question  of 
whether  the  increase  should  be  in  Regular 
cavalry  or  in  mounted  infantry.  The 
evidence  of  the  present  general  command- 
ing at  Aldershot,  and  others  with  large 
South  African,  experience  was  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  increase  of  Regular  cavalry 
as  against  mounted  infantry,  while  the 
Esher  Committee  had  incidentally  de- 
clared in  favour  of  the  creation  of  mounted 
infantry  regiments.  His  own  opinion, 
based  on  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
weightiest  military  authority,  was  in 
favour  of  both  increased  cavalry  and  in- 
creased Regular  mounted  infantry 
regiments.  If  the  War  Office  were 
able,  under  the  new  scheme,  to 
diminish,  as  he  thought  they  should, 
the  number  of  infantry  battalions,  a 
portion  of  the  saving  ought  to  be  devoted 
to  mounted  infantry  and  an  increased 
cavalry  force.  The  existence  of  mounted 
inkntry  made  the  existence  of  cavalry 
even  more  necessary.  There  were  cases 
in  the  late  war  of  the  mounted  infantry 
getting  into  such  a  condition  that  cavalry 
would  have  had  great  opportunities 
against  them.  In  Prussian  opinion  it  would 
be  most  unsafe  to  give  up  the  lance.  The 
opponents  of  that  weapon  were  mostly 
those  who  opposed  shock  tactics  alto- 
gether, but  if  the  continuance  of  Regular 
cavalry  as  opposed  to,  or  together  with, 
mounted  infantry  was  contemplated,  the 
weight  of  military  authority  was  in  favour 
of  the  continuance  of  the  use  of  the 
lance.  We  were  somewhat  haphazard 
in  the  adoption  and  the  discarding  of 
weapons.  We  suddenly  gave  up  moun- 
tain guns,  without  any  authority  on 
which  to  base  the  decision.  In  every 
other  coimtry  the  tendency  was  to  in- 
crease mountain  artillery,  but  while  we 
retained  it  in  India,  we  had  none  in  this 
country.  In  the  same  way  the  War 
Office  seemed  to  have  decided  to  give  up 
the  lance  here,  altJiough  it  was  retained  on 
a  very  large  scale  in  India.  He  sub- 
mitted these  facts  to  show  that  the  de- 
cisions were  come  to  in  a  haphazard 
feshion  without  being  properly  thought 
out. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) heartily  supported  the  decision  of 
the  Government.  The  decision  was  not 
one  out  of  which  any  popularity  could  be 


<  gained,  inasmuch  as  it  ran  counter  to 
many  prejudices  and  sentiments,  but, 
having  seen  the  use  of  the  lance  on  the 
Indian  frontier  and  during  the  Boer  War, 
he  oould  not  understand  how  anyone  who 
looked  at  the  matter  from  an  impartii^l 
point  of  view  could  possibly  prefer  the 
lance  to  the  rifle.  [An  Hon.  Mbmbbr  : 
Why  not  have  both?]  They  could 
not  have  both  with  efficiency.  It  was 
true  that  the  lance  was  not  so  noticeable 
in  time  of  war  as  in  time  of  peace,  but 
even  then  the  lance-pole,  showing  up  above 
hedgerows  or  kopjes,  was  a  sure  tell-tale 
of  the  movements  of  mounted  men.  He 
hoped  the  Oovemment  would  go  boldly 
forward  and  throw  away  "  ironmongery  " 
altogether.  Modem  war  was  fought  with 
firearms,  and  if  cavalry  were  to  play  a. 
great  rde  on  the  battle-field  in  the  future 
they  would  have  to  use  modern  weapons,, 
and  not  the  sharp  sticks  and  long  irons 
with  which  the  wars  of  savagery  and 
mediiBval  chivaby  were  conducted.  If 
the  Boers  had  imitated  the  Germans,, 
adopted  Regular  cavaby  and  the  lancs^ 
and  had  tried  to  employ  shock  tactics, 
they  would  have  been  overwhelmed. 
Thousands  of  British  cavalry  were  en- 
gaged during  the  late  war  dragging  sword 
and  lance  ^m  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  and  it  was  only  at  Elands- 
laagte  that  they  were  used  with  any 
effect.  He  earnestly  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment would  adhere  to  their  decision  to 
discard  the  lance,  and  that  they  would 
boldly  face  the  problem  of  the  creation 
of  a  great  rifle-armed  cavaby  combining 
skill  in  the  management  of  horses  with 
the  highest  development  of  firing  tactics. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  that  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  use  of  the 
lance  he  found  himself  in  the  position  of 
succeeding  to  a  decision  which  had 
already  been  arrived  a\  That  decision 
was  the  outcome  of  the  opinion  of  a  large 
number  of  officers,  among  whom  were 
cavalry  officers.  At  the  same  time  he 
admitted  that  there  was  a  body  of 
opinion  among  the  cavalry  in  favour  of 
the  restoration  of  the  lance.  He  was  not 
himself  prepared  to  express  an  opinion 
one  way  or  the  other,  but  it  had  struck 
him,  as  a  civilian  observer  from  outside, 
that  the  conclusion  was  come  to  witli 
some,  haste.  He  was  not,  however,  pre- 
pared to  say  that,  having  done  his  best 
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to  obtain  the  opinions  of  representative 
officers  since  he  had  had  an  <^cial  op- 
portunity of  doing  so,  there  was  anything 
fike  the  preponderance  of  opinion    in 
iayonr  of  tiie  restoration  of  the  Unce 
l^hioh   some   hon.    Members    supposed. 
He     believed    shock     tactics    against 
cavaby    were     nearly     unknown.     As 
regarded  a  conflict  between  cavalry  and 
infantry,  an  officer  had  expressed  to  him 
the  opinion  that  in  general  it  did  not 
really  very  much  matter  what  weapon 
was  put  into  a  cavalry  man's  hand   for 
shock  tactics,  provided  he  had  confidence 
in  it  and  mastery  of   it.    The  bishops 
formerly  went  into  battle  armed  with  the 
mace,  perhaps  so  as  to  avoid  shedding 
blood,  but  he  believed  they  used  the 
weapon   very    effectively.      There    had 
been  a  partial  solution  of  thif*  question 
in  the  direction  suggested  by  the  Member 
for  Birkenhead.     A  large  addition  had 
been  made  to  the  cavalry  forces  of  this 
country  of  men  who  relied  to  a  very  large 
extent   on  fite   tactics.       He    referred 
to    the    Yeomanry.       He     was    afraid 
that  his  contribution  to  the  debate  was 
necessarily  somewhat  lame.       He    had 
asked  the  opinion  of  the  Army  Council  on 
this  question,  and  it  must  lie  with  them 
whether  they  should  recommend  the  re- 
introduction  of  the  lance.     He  believed 
that  at  present  the  balance  of  opinion 
was  against  taking  that  course.     A  new 
oaval^  drill-book,  which  had  just  been 
compiled  by  the  authority  of  and  under  ^ 
the  direction  of  Lord  Roberts,  certainly  | 
did  not  tend  to  promote  the  view  of  those  ' 
who  were  in  favour  of  the  reintroduction  I 
of  the  lance.     He  was  aware  that  the  I 
opinions  expressed  in  that  book  were  not 
universally  accepted  in  the  Army.     But 
the  I  Army  Council  had  authorised   the  ' 
publication  of  that  book  in  what  might  | 
be  called  an  experimental  form.    A  ques- 1 
tion  of  this  sort  was  one  which  could  i 
never    be    definitely    concluded.       The  I 
necessities  and    experience  of  the   day 
might  iu  time  })oint  to  a  change.     At 
present  he  believed  there    was    a  pre- 1 
dominant  opinion  in  the  Army  against ' 
the  adoption  of  the  lance,  and  in  favour  I 
perhaps,  of  an  extension  rather  than  a  ' 
oontraction  of  the  mo  unted  infantry.     He  | 
woul(l  inform  the  House  at  the  earliest  i 
opportunity  if  any  change  of  opinion  was 
arrived  at  by  the  Army  Council.   .  Until  | 
a  change  of  opinion  had  occurred  he  did  \ 
Mr.  AmoldrForsier. 


not  think  even  a  debate  in  that  House 
ought  really  to  settle  the  question. 

♦Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.)said 
he  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham, 
because  the  hon.  Member  had  seen  the 
effects  of  the  use  of  the  lance  both  in 
India  and  Egypt.  Surely  it  must  be 
within  the  hon.  Member's  recollection 
that  there  was  a  celebrated  charge  at 
Omdurman  made  by  lancers  which  led  to 
a  very  considerable  execution  of  the 
enemy.  He  whs  astonished  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  thought  that  was 
unworthy  of  mention.  With  regard  to 
the  South  African  War,  it  might  be  within 
the  recollection  of  the  House  that  at 
Elandslaagte  the  5th  Lancers  did  charge 
and  did  considerable  execution.  The 
South  African  War,  however,  was 
not  a  fair  instance,  because  there 
was  no  cavalry  at  all  to  oppose 
them,  and  it  was  very  difficult  for  the 
British  troops  to  pursue  the  enemy.  To 
him  there  did  appear  to  be  Pome  danger 
in  treating  the  question  in  this  way,  and 
nobody  in  the  Army  knew  exactly  where 
they  were  in  these  matters.  A  few 
years  ago  both  front  ranks  of  lancer 
regiments,  and  the  Dragoon  Guards 
and  dragoon  regiments  were  armed 
with  the  lance;  but  now  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  Army  Order 
the  lance  was  only  to  be  used  for  cere- 
monial purposes.  He  did  not  think  that 
it  was  wise  to  altogether  abolish  the  lance^ 
and  he  thought  it  was  advisable  that 
some  regiments,  at  any  rate,  should  be 
trained  to  use  the  lance,  which  was  a 
difficult  weapon  to  learn  to  use,  and  they 
required  competent  instructors  to  teach 
men  how  to  use  the  lance.  If  they 
aboUshed  all  the  lancer  regiments  and 
the  use  of  the  lance,  they  would  place  the 
cavalry  in  a  very  difficult  position  when 
an  emergency  arose.  The  late  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  told 
them  that  he  would  carefully  weigh 
the  opinions  he  received  upon  this 
question  from  the  military  authori- 
ties in  India  before  a  final  decision 
was  taken.  The  greater  proportion  of 
the  cavalry  in  India  was  armed 
with  the  lance,  and  he  thought  the 
House  should  be  told  what  were 
the  views  of  the  Indian  military 
authorities  in  regard  to  its  use.    It  was  by 
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no  means  certain  that  tkey  would  not  have 
to  send  out  regiments  to  fight  against 
aavages  again,  and,  if  they  abolished  the 
laace,  cavalry  regiments  would  be  de- 
prived of  the  advantages  of  using  that 
weapoD ;  and  if  at  the  1^  moment  a 
conunander  asked  for  a  regiment  armed 
with  the  lance  there  would  be  no  troops 
available  who  had  been  taught  to  use 
that  weapon.  There  were  only  six 
lanoer  regiments  outof  thirty-onecavalry 
i^giments,  and.  if  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Army  Council  thoi^;ht  they 
could  reduce  the  number  of  regiments 
using  the  lance,  let  them  at  any  rate 
decide  to  retain  the  present  number  of 
lanoer  regiments  properly  instructed 
with  the  lance.  As  regarded  the 
various  weapons  used  by  cavalry, 
one  officer  had  given  evidence  that  the 
best  weapon  to  use  was  a  battle-axe,  and 
there  was  considerable  influential  opinion 
before  the  Commission  that  the  day  ot 
shock  tactics  was  not  yet  finished.  He 
hoped  that  when  the  question  of 
making  the  cavalry  drill-book  per- 
manent was  considered  by  the  War 
Office  Council  they  would  come  to  a 
decision  to  retain  the  lancer  regiments. 

CoLOKBL  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  Bn- 
field)  said  now  that  this  question  had  been 
so  fully  debated  he  should  like  to  allude  to 
another  subject,  namely,  the  place  where 
our  rifles  were  being  manufactured.  The 
country  took  a  very  great  interest  in  the 
question  as  to  where  our  rifles  were 
being  made,  and  he  invited  the  Govern- 
ment to  state  what  proportion  of  the 
new  rifles  was  to  be  entrusted  to  the 
Government  factories  for  manufacture 
and  what  proportion  was  to  be  given  to 
the  trade. 

Mb.  COURTENAY  WARNER  said  he 
was  afraid  that  instead  of  small  arms 
being  manufactured  at  Woolwich  in  the 
future  a  large  amount  would  be  sent  to 
Binniwgham.     He   did   not  think  that 
was  a  good  plan,  and  as  far  as  possible 
they  OQgk^  to  manufacture  the  rifles  at  i 
their  own  factories.     It  was  all  very  well , 
to  talk  of  using  the  contract<»s  in  time 
of  war,  but  it  was  not  the  business  of  the 
Government  to  support  the  manufacture 
of  small  arms  as  a  trade.     He  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  have  the  small  | 
anns      manufactured      at      Woolwich^ ' 


and  in  order  to  make  sure  that 
he  would  get  an  answer  in  regard  to 
this  matter  he  moved  to  reduce  item  ''  D  " 
by  £100.  The  previous  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  gave  a  pledge  that  the  opinion  of 
the  Indian  military  authorities  as  to  the 
use  of  the  lance  would  be  reported  to  the 
HouAC.  It  was  very  important  that  the 
Indian  authorities  should  be  consulted  on 
thii  important  question,  and  it  would  be 
well  to  have  their  view  put  before  the 
House  as  soon  as  possible.  He  asked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  state  what  was 
the  cost  of  manufacturing  a  rifle  at 
Woolwich  and  what  was  the  price  paid 
to  contractors  for  a  similar  weapon  made 
in  Birmingham.  His  impression  was  that 
the  rifles  manufactured  in  the  arsenal 
cost  the  country  less.  -^ 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Item  D  (Small  Arms)  be  reduced 
by  £100."— (^r.  Courtenay  Warner.) 

♦Mr.  NANNETTI  (DubUn,  College 
Green)  said  that  since  he  became  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  he  had  repeate  lly  called 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  Ireland 
was  treated  in  connection  with  the  s  'pply 
of  articles  used  by  the  Army.  He  had 
never  got  a  satisfactory  answer  from  the 
occupants  of  the  Front  Government  Bench 
on  that  matter,  but  he  would  continue  to 
direct  attention  to  the  subject.  In  the 
evidence  the  Duke  of  Connaught  gave 
before  the  War  Office  Commission 
some  time  ago,  he  stated,  when 
referring  to  the  way  Ireland  was 
treated  with  respect  to  supplies  for  the 
Army,  that  the  work  could  be  done 
cheaper,  more  expeditiously,  and  to  the 
advantage  not  only  of  the  country  but 
of  the  Army,  if  it  were  done  in  the  dis- 
tricts whtfre  the  troops  were  located. 
Why  should  the  people  of  Ireland  be 
asked  to  contribute  to  the  enormous 
sums  voted  for  the  upkeep  of  the  Army 
when  they  did  not  receive  a  single  benefit 
froni  the  Army  ?  The  opinion  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  Ireland  should  be 
given  effect  to  in  this  matter.  He  ap- 
pealed to  hon.  Members  opposite  to 
support  that  view,  and  to  give  Ireland  a 
chance  of  supplying  some  of  the  materials 
which  were  required  for  the  Army. 

Ma.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St  Patrick 
said    he    was    pledged    to    the    trades 
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unions  with  which  he  was  identified  in  | 
Ireland  to  bring  this  matter  forward   on  ' 
every  available  opportunity.     It  was  of  | 
wider  scope  than  had  been  indicated  by  ' 
his  friend  and  colleague  the  Member  for 
the   College    Green   Division.      In    this 
country  the  people  were  engaged  in  the 
fiscal  controversy. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hen.  Member 
must  confine  himself  to  small  arms, 
lances,  guns,  swords,  and  so  forth.  These 
are  the  only  matters  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  FIELD  said  there  were  no  small 
arms  manufactured  for  the  Army  in  Ire- 
land, but  surely  when  the  people  of  that 


cannot  raise  discussions  on  matters  which 
are  not  included  in  this  Vote. 

Mp.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  saii 
that  during  the  coming  year  it  was  anti* 
cipated  that  there  would  be  about 
125,000  new  rifles  provided.  Of  these 
71,000  were  for  India,  15,000  lor  the 
Navy,  and  5,000  for  the  Colonies.  For 
the  British  Army  other  than  in  Ladia 
there  would  be  35,000  new  rifles  in  addi- 
tion to  the  15,000  provided  in  the  year 
just  closed.  In  addition  to  that,  60,000 
old  rifles  would  be  converted.  The 
hon.  Member  had  asked  how  the 
work  was  divided  between  the  Ordnance 
Factories  and  the  trade.  The  former  got 
one- third,   and    the    latter    two- thirds. 


country  were  taxed  they  had  a  lifijit  to  \  That  was  quite  in  accordance  with  the 
ask  that  some  of  the  money  should  be  ,  ordinary  practice,  and  there  was  very 


expended  there.  When  an  Irish  Mem- 
ber wished  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
House  he  was  ruled  out  of  order  on  all  sorts 
of  technicalities,  and  the  result  was  that 
they  could  never  get  it  discuseted.  As  an 
old  Member  of  the  House  he  said  they 
were  entitled  to  consideration  in  this 
matter. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  Old  Members 
should  set  a  good  example.  I  must  ask 
the  hon.  Member  to  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Conmiittee.  If  he 
can  show  that  in  the  manufacture  of 
small    arms    Ireland    is    not     properly 


good  reason  for  it.  The  hon.  Member 
seemed  to  think  that  all  the  work  in  time 
of  peace  should  be  done  in  the  Ordnance 
Factories  bat  it  was  necessary  to  keep 
the  trade  employed  in  time  of  peace,  so 
that  they  might  be  available  with  their 
plant  in  time  of  emergency.  The  hon. 
Member  had  also  asked  as  to  the  price 
of  the  rifles.  It  was  cheaper  to  make  the 
rifles  in  the  Ordnance  Factory  than  to 
get  them  from  the  trade. 

Colonel  BOWLES :  How  much? 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  said 
that  he  believed  that  the  comparison  wa» 


treated,  he  is  quite  within  his  nghts  in  !  ^^t^""^  ^^"^r,V''*^T.';T^    rnu    ,. 

raising  the  question  now.  ^  as  between  £3  10s  and  £4 10s.    The  hon. 

^        ^  I  Member  for  College    Green  raised   the 

question  of  stores  being  obtained  ia 
Ireland.  He  wished  to  say  in  the  most 
general  terms  that  a  fair  share  of  the 
supply  of  stores  would  be  given  to 
Ireland. 


Mr.  field  suggested  to  the  Secretary  I 
of  State  for  War  that  the  best  thing  he 
could  do  would  be  to  start  a  small  arms 
factory  in  Ireland.  Surely  if  they  could 
build  ships  at  Belfast  there  was  no  reason 
why  skilled  Irish  artisans  should  not 
manufacture  small  arms  which  could  be 
utilised  not  only  for  the  Army  but  for  the 
Constabulary. 

♦Mr.  NANNETTI  asked  whether  he 
would  be  entitled,  when  the  whole  Vote 
came  before  the  Committee,  to  raise  the 
whole  question  of  supplies  for  the  Army. 

♦The  chairman  :  It  depends  what 
the  hon.  Member  callslhe  whole  question. 
Anything  that  relates  to  the  matters  in- 
cluded in  Vote  9  he  will  be  entitled 
to  raise  on  the  whole  question,  but   he 

Mr,  Field 


Colonel  BOWT^ES  said  there  was  an 
extraordinary  difference  between  theoost 
of  the  rifles  supplied  by  the  trade  at 
£4  10s.  each,  and  those  made  in  the 
Ordnance  Factory  at  £3 10s.  each.  He  con- 
tended  that  far  too  large  a  proportion  of 
the  manufacture  of  rifles  was  given  to 
the  trade.  The  Indian  Government  had 
been  very  unfairly  dealt  with  in  thia 
respect,  and  he  was  not  surprised  that 
the  Indian  Oovemment  was  about  to  set 
up  a  Small  Arms  Factory  of  its  own,. 
because  they  found  they  had  to  pay 
£4  10s.  for  rifles  which  they  could  make 
for  £3  10s. 
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Mb.  DALZIEL    (Kirkcaldy    Burglis) , 
said  he  had  listened  with  the  greatest  > 
astonishment  to   the  statement  of  vhe  I 
hon.  Gentleman.    He  was  surprised  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  should  be  responsible 
ior  an  Estimate  which  showed  that  the 
country  was  paying,  without  adequate 
reason,  £70,000  a  year  more  {or  rifles  than 
they  could  manufacture  them  for  them- 
selves.   The  hon.  Gentleman  said  that,  in 
order  to  support  a  certain  firm,  the  War 
Office  was  paying  £4   10s.  for  a  rifle 
^dkich  could  be  manufactured  for  £3  lOs. 

MR.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  said 
that  the  firm  referred  to  did  not  get  a 
single  order. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  thought  the 
liondon  and  Birmingham  Small  Arms 
Company  had  received  sufficient  money 
during  the  South  African  war  to  keep 
them  going  for  very  many  years. 

BiR.  BROMIJBY  DAVENPORT  said 
that  the  hon.  Member  imputed  a  grossly 
discreditable  action  to  the  Government, 
«nd  one  which  he  absolutely  repudiated. 

Mb.  DALZIEL  said  he  would  suggest 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
keep  his  head  perfectly  cool.  What  he 
had  said  was  that,  for  the  sake  of  a 
particular  firm,  or  for  the  sake  of 
particular  firms,  or  for  the  sake  of  private 
trade — whichever  way  he  liked  to  put  it 
— £4  IOb.  was  being  paid  for  a  rifle 
which  could  be  made  for  £3  10s.  lliat 
was  a  very  serious  admission  to  make  at 
a  time  when  the  people  of  this  country 
were  not  getting  much  relief  from  taxa- 
tion. He  had  no  other  alternative  than 
to  protest  against  such  a  system. 

MR.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Unca- 
fihire,  RadcliSe)  said  he  did  not  want  to 
do  the  Government  an  injustice.  It  was 
only  fair  to  acknowledge  that  their 
reason  for  giving  their  work  to  factories 
•carried  on  by  private  companies  was 
baaed  upon  public  policy,  so  that  when 
large  quantities  were  required  on  emer- 
gency these  factories  could  be  called  on 
to  supply  them.  But  he  would  point 
-out  to  the  Government  that  it  was  a 
very  bad  policy  to  keep  their  own 
machinery  idle  and  run  tiie  plant  of 
private  companies.  It  would  be  more 
prudent  for  the  Government  themselves 


to  have  a  reserve  plant  to  hll  back  upon 
in  case  of  emergency,  and  infinitely 
cheaper  t^  keep  their  existing  plant 
going,  even  if  they  had  to  increase  it  for 
special  emergencies.  ^<ji  .\ 

♦MR.  ARN0LD-F0R8TER  said  that 
the  question  was  not  a  simple  one. 
It  was  on  all  fours  with  the  question 
which  he  had  had  to  consider  at  the 
Admiralty  in  connection  with  the  manu- 
facture of  heavy  guns.  When  he  compared 
the  prices  of  naval  contract  work  for 
heavy  guns  with  the  prices  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal,  he  thought  that  the  difference 
was  too  large,  and  he  inquired  into  the 
justification  for  that  diflerenoe.  He  could 
truly  say  that  the  result  of  that  inquiry 
was  to  convince  him  that  the  difference 
was  not  unreasonable,  after  allowance 
had  been  made  for  the  fact  that  the  con- 
tracting companies  had  to  pay  interest 
on  their  capital,  to  make  provision  for 
bad  debts,  and  to  make  profits.  The 
hon.  Member  would  find  that  there  was 
nothing  unreasonable  in  the  difference 
in  the  two  prices  referred  to,  when  the 
conditions  under  which  the  work  was 
carried  out  were  considered.  He  did  not 
agree  that  as  a  matter  of  policy  they 
should  carry  out  all  the  work  in  their 
own  workshops.  Opportunity  had  been 
taken  at  Woolwich  of  increasing  the  plant, 
and  allowing  a  certain  portion  of  it  to 
stand  idle,  to  be  utilised  in  a  case  of 
emergency.  That  had  not  been  found 
possible  with  regard  to  heavy  guns,  but 
to  a  certain  extent  it  might  be  desirable 
with  regard  to  the  Small  Arms  Factory, 
He  did  not  think  there  would  be 
any  effective  economy  if  they  were 
to  enlarge  their  Small  Arms  Fac- 
tory, and  instal  plant  which  they 
should  only  use  in  case  of  war. 
He  had  followed  the  whole  course  of  the 
ammunition  demand  during  the  South 
African  war,  and  he  was  convinced  that 
it  was  a  great  advantage  to  have  a 
reserve  supply,  both  of  small  arms  and 
ammunition,  in  the  possession  of  private 
firms,  and  that  some  price  should  be 
paid  for  that  advantage.  His  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Enfield  Division  appeared  to  imagine  that 
the  difference  between  the  cost  incurred 
in  Government  factories  and  that  charged 
by  private  firms  was  too  great.  He  did 
not  agree. 
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^  Colonel  BOWLES  said  his  conten- 
tion was  that  a  proportion  of  the  work 
smaller  than  one-half  should  be  given  to 
the  trade. 

*Mb.  ARNOLD-FOESTER  said  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  should  allow  a  Uttle 
more  freedom  to  those  who  were  respon- 
sible for  the  supply  of  stores.  The 
allocation  of  the  orders  was  not  arranged 
in  any  haphazard  manner  or  without 
regard  being  had  to  a  guiding 
principle.  There  was  nothing  extra- 
vagant in  the  prices  that  were  paid,  and 
that  being  so,  was  it  not  advisable 
to  have  two  strings  to  their  bow. 
No  one  could  dispute  that  there  must  be 
a  margin  between  the  trade  cost  and 
the  cost  in  the  Government  factories. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  accept 
his  assurance  that  there  would  be  regular 
and  continuous  work  in  the  Government 
factories,  but,  in  the  interests  of  the  State, 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  up  the  demand 
from  the  two  great  manufacturing  centres 
which  supplied  small  arms. 

Mb.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  said  he  wished  to  express  his 
satisfaction  at  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  His  own  opinion  was 
that  the  principle  adopted  should  be  the 
reverse  of  that  enunciated  by  his  hon. 
friend.  If  the  War  Department  did  not 
give  a  large  proportion  of  the  ordinary 
demand  for  small  arms  to  the  private 
trade,  the  capital  necessary  in  order  to 
supply  the  Government  in  the  case  of 
emergency  would  not  be  forthcoming. 

Mr.  H.J.  WHiSON  (Yorksb're,  W.R., 
Holmfirth)  said  he  wished  to  ask  whether 
in  regard  to  the  price  of  £3  10s.  proper 
allowance  had  been  made  for  depre- 
ciation in  building  and  machinery. 

♦Mr.  RENWICK  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
said  he  gathered  that  the  view  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  was  that  rather  than 
give  orders  to  private  factories  the 
Government  factories  should  be  extended 
and  new  machinery  provided.  If  the 
Government  aocepted  that  advice  and,  in 
oases  of  emergency,  employed  a  consider- 
able number  of  workpeople  for  a  limited 
period,  the  griavanoes  of  those  work- 
people   would    be    brought   before   the 


House  as  soon  as  the  emergency  was 
over  and  they  were  out  of  work  aii;ain. 
As  representing  a  constituency  where 
there  was  a  large  number  of  works 
for  the  manufacture  of  guns  and  ships, 
he  thought  the  country  generally 
got  the  advantage  of  those  works,  and  he 
therefore  sincerely  trusted  that  the 
Government  would  continue  to  give  a  fair 
proportion  of  orders  to  private  firms. 
They  had  heard  that  when  the  new  guns 
were  provided  the  old  ones  were  to  be 
given  to  the  Auxiliary  Forces.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Taunton  had 
said  that  they  could  not  afford  the 
expense  of  providing  the  most  modem 
guns  for  the  Volunteers,  but  when  the  new 
rifles  were  provided  he  presumed  the  ex- 
isting rifles  of  the  Regular  Army  would  go 
to  the  Volunteers  or  Auxiliary  Forces. 
Could  the  Secretary  for  War,  under  certain 
well-defined  regulations  for  the  protection 
of  the  Government,  arrange  that  the  rifle 
clubs  throughout  the  country  should  get 
the  discarded  rifles  at  a  reasonable  price  ? 

I  If  that  could  be  arranged  it  would  give 
great  satisfaction  and  be  the  means  of 
enabling  large  numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country  who  could  not  see  their 
way  to  join  the  Auxiliary  Forces  to  leani 

I  the  use  of  the  rifle. 

Mr.   BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) said  the  statement  as  to  the  relative 
cost  of  the  rifle  given  by  the  Secretary 
for  War  was  absolutely  unreliable.    The 
{  Government  were  paying  25  per  cent, 
more  for  rifles  in  the  open  market  than 
'  they  could  manufacture  them  for  in  the 
'  most  extravagant  way  possible.      Why 
were   they  doing  it?    What  were  the 
I  firms  which  they  were  dealing  with,  and 
<  were  they  manufacturing    a  relatively 
superior  article  ?    Of  course  it  was  right 
for  the  Government  to  have  two  strings 
to  their  bow,  but  had  they  any  arrange- 
ment with  private  firms  that  they  did 
not  make  the  rifles  for  foreign  countries 
or  for  natives  whom  we  might   have  to 
fight  in  South   Africa  ?    Had  they  any 
arrangement  that  when  they  had  given  a 
pattern  of  their  own  rifle,   which  ought 
I  to  be  the  best  in  the  world,  the  contract- 
ing  firms  did  not  make  an  identical  rifle 
I  for  other  countries  ?      There  could  be  no 
j  doubt  that  there  were  firms  in  the  country, 
I  and  plenty  of  them,  capable  of  making  a 
I  rifle  at  the  same  price  they  were  paying 
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DOW,  which  gave  15  to  20  per  cent,  to  the 
shareholdeiB. 

Colonel  DENNT  (Kilmarnock  Burghs) 
said  he  could  not  understand  how  there 
could  be  any  such  difference  as  that 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Enfield 
between  Government  work  and  private 
work.  Private  manufacturers  had  to  pay 
no  more  for  their  material,  and  had 
certainly  not  less  efficient  labour,  and 
it  therefore  became  a  question  of  how 
the  difference  could  be  accounted  for.  One 
presumption  was  that  the  cost  of  the 
buildings,  depreciation  upon  which  had 
to  be  allowed  for  in  private  estab- 
lishments, was  wiped  off  in  the  case  of 
the  Government  against  the  taxpayer 
whenever  completed.  Depreciation  on 
tools,  machinery,  and  other  charges 
were  generally  not  taken  into  account  by 
Government,  and  such  a  thing  as  rent 
was  also  unknown,  so  before  the  official 
cost  was  compared  with  that  of  a  private 
firm  the  two  establishments  ought  to  be 
put  on  exactly  the  same  footing. 

Mb.  peel  (Manchester,  S.)  said  he 
desired  to  be  quite  clear  as  to  what  cost 
was  included.  Was  it  merely  the  prime 
cost  of  the  armaments,  or  would  it  also 
mclude  all  the  costs  that  ought  to  be 
included,  sach  as  a  proper  charge  for  super- 
intendence, the^cost  of  machinery,  and 
a  proper  sum  for  the  depreciation  of 
machinery  1  If  it  incluaed  those  it 
would  make  an  immense  difference  in 
the  price  of  the  rifle  made  by  a  private 
firm  and  that  made  by  the  Government. 
In  his  own  constituency  a  firm  tendered 
for  the  manufacture  of  fuses,  and  found 
they  could  not  come  within  40  per  cent, 
of  the  price  at  which  fuses  could 
be  made  at  Woolwich.  That  tender 
necessitated  the  putting  down  of  very 
expensive  hydraulic  machinery  for 
naking  the  fuses.  It  was  necessary 
in  some  cases  to  make  a  sacrifice  in 
Older  that  the  country  might  have  a 
number  of  firms  available  who  were 
able  to  supply  these  articles  in  time  of 
need.  But  die  sacrifice  was  not  so  great 
as  it  appeared.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  in  the  figures  quoted  to  the 
Hoofle  all  these  necessary  calculations 
had  bom  taken  into  account. 
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*Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTBR  said  the 
cost  given  of  the  articles  made  by  the 
Government  included  10  per  cent,  for 
depreciation  of  machinery  and  5  per 
cent,  for  depreciation  of  the  building, 
and,  of  course,  all  the  out-of-pocket 
charges  and  every  charge  for  the  ordinary 
management.  It  did  not  include  items 
which  were  naturally  included  in  a 
private  firm  such  as  rent,  incerest  on 
capital,  and  profit.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  direction  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Enfield  desired  to  take  was  not  that 
which  the  (Government  had  been  recom- 
mended to  take.  The  whole  matter  had 
been  considered  by  the  Mowatt  Com-^ 
mittee  which  recommended  that,  so  far 
from  reducing  the  proportions  of  distri- 
butions, the  Government  should  increase 
it  by  giving  two-thirds  of  the  work  toi 
the  trade  and  doing  one-third  itself. 
And  they  justified  that  advice  by  sajring; 
that  such  a  policy  would  result  in  these 
firms  being  available  in  time  of  war. 

Colonel  BOWLES  said  the  reason 
for  the  Small  Arms  Factory  at  Enfield 
was  because  in  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
War  the  trade  broke  down  so  hopelessly 
that  the  Government  had  to  start  a 
factory  of  its  own. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  expressed  the  opinioa 
that  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  had  left  the  situation  exactly 
where  it  was  before.  They  were  paying 
£1  more  for  rifles  than  it  cost  the 
Government  to  make  them.  Repeated 
Questions  had  been  put  to  the  Government 
on  this  matter  but  they  had  not  evinced 
the  slightest  desire  to  answer  them.  The 
only  point  brought  forward  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  the  payment  of  this 
extra  £1  to  these  private  ^ms  for  rifles 
was  that  these  firms  made  bad  debts. 
They  did  not  make  bad  debts  with  the 
Government  and  if  they  made  bad  debts 
with  the  Governments  of  other  countries 
why  should  we  step  in  and  pay  more  in 
order  to  cover  those  debts.  A  more 
feeble  argument  was  never  put  forward 
by  any  Government.  The  whole  tendency 
of  this  debate  had  been  to  condemn  the 
Grovernment.  So  far  as  this  Vote  was 
concerned  the  country  would  not  assent 
to  what  was  practically  a  Vote  in  aid  t) 
provide  for  the  bad  debts  of  a  private 
firm. 
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♦Mr.  REN  wick  reminded  the  righi 
hoD.  Gentleman  the  Becretaiy  of  State  of 
the  Question  put  in  an  earlier  part  of  the 
debate  as  to  the  supply  of  discarded 
service  rifles  to  rifle  clubs. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  they 
would  have  to  look  forward  for  a  long  time 
before  they  got  the  new  service  rifle ;  but 
when  the  time  came  he  would  give  the 
matter  his  sympathetic  attention  as  he 
believed  it  would  make  the  work  of  rifle 
•clubs  more  effective  and  make  their  ez- 
3>enses  less. 

Mb.  COURTENAY  WARNER  thought 
•some  misconception  had  arisen  upon  this 
question.  These  contracts  had  been  con- 
fused with  others  on  a  much  greater  scale. 
This  was  not  a  question  of  protecting  a 
great  trade ;  this  was  a  small  trade  that 
was  being  propped  up  by  the  War  Office. 
ITo  answer  had  been  given  to  the  Ques- 
tion as  to  who  were  t^e  firms,  and  his 
impression  was  there  were  only  two  or 
Ihree  who  comprised  the  trade.  The 
fight  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  of  un- 
certainty. There  was  no  question  of 
imcertainty  in  this  case,  this  was  a  con- 
i;ract  the  War  Office  gave  out  regularly 
year  after  year.  If  it  was  a  question  of 
keeping  up  a  great  trade  it  might  be 
worth  while  to  make  a  sacrifice,  but  here 
there  was  no  question  of  keeping  up  a  great 
trade.  It  had  been  stated  that  they  were 
now  paying  £4  10s.  to  tiie  trade  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  rifle,  when  they  could 
make  rifles  in  their  own  factories  at  a 
•cost  of  £3  10s.  The  Swiss  Covemment 
made  a  good  rifle  for  30s.  As  they  had 
not  received  a  satisfactory  answer  upon 
this  point  he  should  insist  upon  taking  a 
division  as  ajprotest  against  this  prop- 
ping up  of  a  small  industry.  He  was  not 
interested  in  any  way,  and  he  was  speak- 
ing simply  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
and  the  taxpayers  who  were  heavily  ] 
involved  and  who  were  being  robbed.  ' 
He  hoped  the  House  would  enter  a  I 
strong  protest  against  thb  practice  which  i 
he  hoped  would  be  stopped  in  the  near 
future. 

*Mb.  NANNETTI  complained  that; 
tiie  tradesmen  of  Ireland  were  not: 
given  anj  chance  at  all  to  compete  | 
cither  for  the  manufacture  of  small  - 
^arms    or    anything   else.      He    wished 


to  have  an  expression  of  opinion  from 
the  Front  Biinisterial  Bench  as  to  whether 
Ireland  in  the  future  was  going  to  be 
given  a  chance  in  these  matters  or  not. 
Would  the  Government  give  contractors 
in  Ireland  a  fair  opportunity  without 
imposing  upon  them  tiie  harassing  con- 
ditions which  were  put  upon  them  at  the 
present  time.  The  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  War  Office  stated  that  the  time 
might  arrive  when  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  competing,  but  that 
would  be  he  supposed  when  the  millen- 
nium arrived.  Some  hon.  Members 
argued  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  Oovemment  to  have  their  own 
factories  when  an  emergency  arose, 
and  other  hon.  Membeis  asserted  that  it 
was  necessary  to  encourage  private  con- 
tractors as  well.  In  these  matters  they 
did  not  take  Ireland  into  consideration 
at  all  except  when  they  wanted  men  to 
fight  their  battles.  It  was  quite  time 
that  the  Grovernment  gave  Ireland  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  work  towards  which 
Ireland  had  to  pay  a  large  proportion. 
They  did  nothing  but  rob  Ireland  and  then 
they  expected  Irishmen  to  be  devoted 
and  loyal  servants  of  the  British  Empire ; 
but  they  never  would  be  loyal  so  long  as 
such  injustices  were  done  to  them.  It 
was  a  scandal  to  talk  of  the  claims  of 
Sheffield  and  Enfield,  which  had  been 
fully  recognised  by  the  Government, 
while  the  claims  of  Ireland  were  entirely 
ignored.  It  was  painful  to  him  to  have 
to  appeal  to  the  House  in  this  manner, 
but  it  was  his  duty  as  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  great  manufacturing  cities 
of  Ireland  to  show  that  there  was  one 
representative  at  least  ready  to  stand  up 
in  this  House  and  give  expression  to  the 
views  of  Ireland  upon  this  question.  He 
was  surprised  at  the  silence  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Belfast  (Mr.  Sloan)  on  this 
q  uestion.  When  in  Belfast  recently  some 
prominent  manufacturers  complained  to 
him  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
treated  by  the  Government  in  this  matter. 
It  was  a  great  injustice  to  compel  them  to 
pay  such  heavy  taxes,  year  after  year, 
without  giving  them  a  fair  proportion  of 
the  work.  A  great  deal  of  the  Govern- 
ment work  could  be  done  cheaper,  better, 
and  more  expeditiously  in  Ireland,  and  ha 
hoped  that  before  long  British  justice 
would  come  to  their  aid  and  demand 
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that  a  lair  share  of  the  money  spent  upon 
the  upkeep  of  the  Army  and  Navy  should 
be  spent  in  Ireland. 

Hb.  WEIB  said  that  some  time 
ago  he  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  state  what  proportion  of  the 
improved  pattern  of  rifles  were  manu- 
factured in  Government  factories  and 
what  proportion  were  made  by  private 
contractors.  The  reply  given  to  him 
WdS  that  the  details  of  orders  given 
to  private  firms  could  not  be  pub- 
lished. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
refused  to  give  detaih  then,  but  he  had 
had  to  give  those  details  in  this  debate 
at  the  cost  of  two  and  a  half  hours 
of  the  time  of  the  Committee.  The  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  had  stated  that  private 
firms  received  £4  10s.  for  making  a  rifle, 
whilst  the  (Government  factory  at  Bn- 
field  produced  the  rifle  for  £3  10s.  He 
sympathised  with  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Dablln  in  his  effort  to  get 
work  for  Ireland,  and  he  should  be  glad 
to  find  some  of  the  rifles  produced  in  Scot- 
land where  there  were  plenty  of  men  idle. 
Eleven  years  ago  when  he  raised  this 
question  he  was  informed  that  large 
orders  had  been  sent  to  Birmingham  as 
well  as  to  Enfield.  He  never  could 
understand  why  so  many  orders  went  to 
Birmingham,  and  he  wished  to  know  if 
larger  orders  were  now  being  sent  to 
Birmingham  than  was  the  case  eleven 
years  ago.  He  had  never  been  inter- 
ested, even  to  the  extent  of  a  penny,  in 
any  gun  factory,  but  he  desired  to  know, 
and  the  Committee  were  entitled  to 
know,  tiie  names  of  the  firms  to  which 
orders  had  been  given. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  the  firms  were  the 
Birmingham  Small  Arms  Company  and 
the  London  Small  Arms  Company. 

Mb.  weir  was  glad  the  information 
had  been  extracted  at  last. 

Mb.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  said 
diai  as  it  appeared  to  be  suggested  that 
he  had  kept  back  the  information,  he 
would  explain  that  the  Question  put 
conveyed  such  a  disrespectful  suggestion 
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that  he  deliberately  declined  to  answer 
it. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  such  an  idea 
never  entered  his  mind,  and  the  hon. 
Member  was  the  last  who  should  have 
suggested  it.  If  his  remarks  were  sus- 
ceptible of  that  interpretation  he  was 
extremely  sorry  and  would  at  once  with- 
draw them.  He  still  thought,  however, 
that  his  demand  for  the  names  of  the 
firms  who  received  the  contracts  was  a 
fair  request  and  one  that  ought  to  have 
been  acceded  to.  , 

Mb.  WEIR  said  that  if  the  question 
had  been  answered  in  the  first  instance 
much  time  would  have  been  saved. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Oentleman  would  say 
how  many  rifles  had  been  ordered  from 
each  firm  !  He  understood  that  70,000 
had  been  ordered  outside  Government 
works,  and  that  the  orders  were  equally 
divided  between  the  Birmingham  and 
the  London  firms.  Was  that  correct? 
The  rifles  cost  £1  apiece  more  when  made 
by  outside  firms,  so  that  £70,000  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  was  being  thrown  away. 
He  strongly  protested  against  such  an 
extravagant  system  by  which  these 
private  firms  were  bolstered  up  and 
enabled  to  pay  Urge  dividends  to  their 
shareholders. 

*SiB  CHARLES  DILKE  remarked 
that  our  rifles  had  always  been  dearer 
than  the  Continental  rifles,  owing  to  the 
larger  number  of  pieces  in  the  construc- 
tion, although,  roughly  speaking,  the 
foreign  rifles  were  as  good  as  our  own. 
In  every  case  the  cost  had  been  oon« 
siderably  reduced  after  the  process  of 
manufacture  had  gone  on  for  some  time, 
and  he  desired  to  know  for  ho^  long  the 
War  Office  were  bound  to  pay  £4  lOs* 
foy  the  contract  rifle  now  ? 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  perfectly  correct 
in  his  remark.  The  Question  he  had  put 
was  an  important  one  which  he  could 
not  answer  straight  away.  It  had  been 
the  case  that  prices  fell  after  regular 
manufacture  was  established,  and  ho 
hoped  it  would  be  so  in  the  case  of  this 
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rifle.  Hb  suggested  that  the  right  hon. 
Crentleman  should  put  down  a  Question 
on  thiflgsubject. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  pointed 
out  that  the  London  Small  Arms  Com- 
pany had  its  factory  at  Birmingham,  so 


that     both      firms 
Birmingham  firms. 

Question  put. 


were      practically 


The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  142  ; 
Noes,  198.    (Division  List  No.  77.) 


Abraham,  WilUam  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling. 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bowles,  Lt.-Col.H.F(Middle9ex 

Brigg,  John 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnm 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

CaldweU,  Jamee 

Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Ohanning,  Francis  All8U>n 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  «foseph 

Oemer,  William  Randal 

Ctombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  Jame^  Henry 

Davies,  mitred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,  M.Vaughan  \  Cardigan) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon  Sir  Charles 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Edwards,  Frank 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Godciard,  Daniel  Ford 

Oriffitb,  Ellis  J. 

Burdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Hammondy  John 


AYES. 

Harcourt,  Lewis  V.(Ros8endale 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harrington,  Timothy 

Harwood,  George 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  A.  (Durham) 

Hobhouse,  C.E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 

Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea 

Jones,  William(Camarvonshire) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Biichael 

Kearley,  Hudson  £. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

LayUnd-Barratt,  Francis 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Lee6e,Sir  Joseph  F.  (Accrington 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lyell,  C3iarles  Henry 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M*Arthur,  WilUam  (Cornwall) 

M*Crae,  (3eorge 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M*Kean,  John 

M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Moss,  Samuel 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Col.  Jn.  P.  (Galway,  N.) 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,  W. 


O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N  ) 
O'MaUey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Reid,  Sir  R-Threshie  (Dumfries 
Rigg,  Richard 

RoKrts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  CJharles  E. 
Shaokleton,  David  Jamee 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Slack,  John  Bamf ord 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(Northant8 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
TiUet,  Louis  John 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wasou,  Jn.  Othcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.T(HudderBf*d 

Tellebs  for  thb  Aybs,  Mr. 
Courtenay  Warner  and  Mr. 
Theodore  Taylor. 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,  Rt.Hn.Hugh  O 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey.Fletohor,  Rt.  Hn.SirH. 

iMr,  Arnold'Forster. 


NOES. 

Bagot,  Capt.  Josoeline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.  A.  J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (C^ristch. 
Banbury,  Sir  fVederick  George 


Bartley,  Sir  Georee  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AUen  BeDUunin 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
BlundeU,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  WilHam  Robert 
Bowles,  T.Gibsou( King's  Lynn 
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Brodriok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
BaU,  William  James 
Burdett-Ooutte,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Ckmpbell,  Rt.Hn.J.A.(QlaAffow 
Cmkh,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  £dw.  H. 
Oa^endish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanos.) 
Oiyeodish,  V.CW.  (Derbyshire 
CDcil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Ohapman,  Edward 
OiaETington,  Spencer 
OiTe^  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coatee,  £dward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  C.R 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Ct^  Caias.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Ooesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Sayile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C.  j 

Dabymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dayenport,  William  Bromley 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixcm-Hartland,  ^  F.  Dixon 
Doo^^aa,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dozford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
FetgusBon,  Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(2iIano. 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitcroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteecue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyier,  John  .Arthur 
Oibb^  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 
Godson,  Sir  A^^ustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim) 
Gordon,  Maj.  E.  (T*r  Hamlets) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.aOrmsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsby-(Iiinc. 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
OuBter,  Sir  Robert 
Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
Halsey,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
H  amil  ton,Marq.of  ( L'nd  'nderry 
flare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 


Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staflfords.,  N.  W. 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hosier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
JeffrejTS,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.  (Denbigh) 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  J.  Grant  ( Yorks.,  N.R. 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erokine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Luclks,  Reginald  J. (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cnmming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Maxwell,RtHn.Sir  H.E(Wigt*n 
Maxwell,  W.J.H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 


Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  C^rne 
RatoUflf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  Gteorge 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.C^as.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Sir  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Ma^lebone,  W.) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  P 
Simeon,  Sir  Barnngton 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,CoL  Sir  C.E.H(Sherid 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wah-ond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  WiUiam  H 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Lt..Col.A.C.E(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E.(Nott3. 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton  und-Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.H.( Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
WyUe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— Sir 
Alexander  Acland  •  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Original  Question  again  propcMsed. 

♦Mr.  NANNBTTI  said  that  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Vote  for  miscellaneous 
atofea  he  wished  to  raise  the  question  of 
the  supplies  for  canteens  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  BBOMLfiT  DAVENPORT  said 
it  would  not  be  in  order  to  raiee  the 
^QflBtion  of  the  canteene  on  this  Vote. 


♦Mr.  NANNBTTI  said  he  assumed  that 
the  Vote  included  a  certain  sum  of 
money  for  the  payment  of  the  officials 
connected  with  the  canteens. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  You  cannot  dis- 
cuss pajrments  for  wages  under  a  Vote 
for  miscellaneous  stores.  Obviously 
that  cannot  be  done. 
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""Mr.  NANNETTI  asked  whether  the 
refreshments  to  the  troops  were  not 
supplied  by  the  officials  of  the  canteens 
as  stores  and  supplies  and  could  he  not 
discuss  them.  I 

*Thb  CHAIRMAN:  There  are  no 
salaries Jor  officials  on  this  Vote. 

*Mr.  NANNETTI  said  the  men  who 
served  in  the  canteens  were  not 
civilians. 

♦Thb  CHAIRMAN:  This  Vote  U  for 
stores  and  not  for  men.  t 

♦Mb.  NANNETTI :  One  moment,  with 
all  due  respect  to  you.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  fair  to  try  to  rule  any  Member 
out  of  order  in  this  way,  even  though 
he  be  a  mere  Irish  Member. 

*The  chairman  :    I  do  not  think ' 
the  hon.   Member  is  justified  in  using 
such    an    expression.    If    an3rthing,    I 
have  given  him  a  great  deal  more  rope 
than    other     Members.     I    must    ask 
him  to  accept  my  ruling  when  I  tell 
him  that  he   cannot    raise    the  point  | 
he  wishes  to   raise  on  this  particular , 
Vote. 

♦Mr.  NANNETTI :  I,  of  course,  accept , 
your  ruling.    It  was  the  tenor  of  your 
own  observation  that  led  me  so  far  to 
forget  myself. 

Colonel  LEGOE  asked  whether  any 
steps  had  been  taken  to  reduce  the 
weight  carried  by  cavalry  horses.  In 
dragoon  regiments  the  weight  was 
something  Uke  twenty  stone.  He 
had  been  informed,  in  answer  to  former 
inquiries,  that  the  question  was  under 
consideration.  He  hoped  the  War  Office 
would  be  able  to  devise  some  means  of 
reducing  the  weight.  At  present  a 
saddle  weighed  two  and  a  half  stone 
without  anything  at  all  on  it. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  he  raised  this  question  twelve  or 
thirteen  years  ago.  He  at  that  time 
gave  the  weight  of  the  saddle 
used  in  British  cavalry  regiments,  and 
pointed  out  that  in  other  countries  a 
lighter  form  of  saddle  was  employed. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had 
stated  that   the  weight   carried    by    a 
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cavalry  horse  was  twenty  stone.  H» 
believed  that  in  the  Blues  and  the  life 
Guards  the  weight  of  trooper  and  accoutre 
ments  and  saddlery  was  twenty-three 
stone,  which  was  enough  to  Idll  any  horse. 
The  matter  had  not  been  attended  to  from 
that  day  to  this,  and  he  hoped  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  whom  the 
Committee  recognised  a  determined  re- 
former, would  do  something  to  have  the 
weight  reduced.  In  what  directioii  it 
should  be  made  was  not  for  him  to  say* 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  said  that 
he  wanted  to  ask  two  or  three  Questions 
as  to  Items  F   and  G.     Under  Item  F 
there  was  a  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Ser- 
vices,  £345,000,   and    under     Item     G 
Equipment  Stores,  there   were  various 
amounts  totalling  in  all  £465,000.    Were 
these  what  he  might  call  the  remnants  of 
I  the  Mowatt  Commission  ?     The   House. 
had  been  promised  a  week  or  two  ago- 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  itself,  but 
it  had  not    yet    been    issued,  and    he 
thought    that  the  Secretary  of    State 
should  be  able  to  state— as  it  was  ger- 
mane  to  this  discussion — that  it  would  be 
shortly  available  to  hon.  Members.     An* 
other    Question   he    had    to  put    was, 
whether  the  War  Office  were  going   to 
establish    a    buying     section    in    con- 
nection   with    the    Ordinance    Depart* 
ment  ?    If   so,  that  would  be  against  the 
recommendation  of  the  Dawlous  Com* 
mission,  which  was  composed  pre-emin- 
ently of  business  men;  and  he  would 
attach  much    greater  weight    to  their 
recommendations  than  to  those  of   the 
Committee  of  Three. 

Mb.  BURDETT-OOUTTS  (West- 
minster) said  he  wished  to  ask  whether 
Item  G.,  "Transport  Vehicles,"  moluded 
ambulance  waggons  ? 

MR.ARNOLD-FORSTER:  Yes. 

Mr.  BURDETT-COUTTS  said  he 
wanted  to  know  whether  any  progress 
had  been  made  by  the  Department 
in  improving  the  ambulance  wag- 
gons which  had  caused  so  much 
suffering  during  the  war  in  South 
Africa.  He  was  aware  that  prises 
had  been  offered  for  an  improved  ambu* 
lance  waggon ;  but  he  was  not  aware  as 
to  what  result  had  followed  from  that 
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offer.  Those  who  were  in  South  Africa 
knew  that  the  ambulance  waggons  then 
in  aw  in  the  British  Army  were  most  on* 
suitable ;  and  it  was  important  to  know 
whether  any  improvement  had  been 
made  apon  ikeuu 

Sib  CABNB  RASCH  said  he  wouU 
like  to  cssociate  himself  with  the  hon. 
€(emtleman  who  had  spoken  as  to  the 
weight  which  was  pat  on  cavaky  horses 
All  the  ironmongery  they  had  to  carry  was 
ridicnloiis.  But  it  wus  stall  more  ridicnlons 
that  the  light  cavalry  should  absolutely 
have  to  carry  a  stone  more  weight  than 
the  heavy  diugoons !  The  hon.  Member 
opposite  said  that  the  Commission  which 
sat  under  the  presidency  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  sug- 
gested that  a  reduction  of  the  expenses 
of  cavalry  officers  might  be  affected  by 
ding  away  with  gold  lace  on  the  uniforms. 
The  object  of  that  was  to  get  into  cavalry 
regiments  the  sons  of  country  gentlemen 
who  oould  shoot  and  ride — ^not  the 
sons  of  South  African  millionaires  or 
young  men  of  the  Marshall  and  Snell- 
grove  type.  He  had  never  been  able  to 
cndcfstand  why  saddlery  was  given  as 
part  of  their  kit  to  officers  of  the  6th 
Dragoons  and  not  to  the  5th  Dragoons. 

Mb.  NANNETTI  said  that  it  had  been 
proved  before  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  subject  that  waggons,  carts,  ladders, 
and  other  materials  used  by  the  Army 
could  be  made  with  advantage  in  Ireland. 
He  had  in  his  possession  a  return  which 
stated  that  for  the  year  1902  pearly 
£4,000  worth  of  brushes  had  been  sent 
over  from  Woolwich  for  Army  purposes 
in  Ireland.  He  thought  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  that  he  had  a  right  to 
stand  up  there  and  say  that  Irish  manu- 
facturers should  have  a  proportionate 
share  in  that  expenditure.  The  Duke  of 
Connaught  had  stated  publicly  that  it  was 
ridiculous  to  send  to  Woolwich  for  a 
cart  which  could  be  better  produced  in 
Ireland.  He  had  letters  from  the  Dublin, 
Cork,  Belfast,  Dundalk,  Newry,  Ennis- 
killen,  Athlone,  and  Mullingar  Cart  and 
Wagon  Builders  Societies  protesting 
against  the  system  of  importing  these 
articles  and  asking  him  to  make  a  protest 
against  the  continuance  of  the  practice. 
Hon.  Gentleman  opposite  spoke  about 
thingsbeingdumpeddowninEngland  from 


I  Oermany  and  France;  but  they  never 
I  remembered  that  they  were  parties  lo 
!  dumping  English  goods  on  Ireland.  He 
I  moved  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

;     Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

''  That  Item  F  (Miscellimeous  Services) 
I  be  reduced  by  £100."— {^'•.  Nannetti.) 
I 
j      Mb.    MOONEY  Dublin  County,  8.) 

said  he  supported  his  hon.  friend  in  the 
I  reduction  he  had  moved  on  this  Vote,  as 
I  a  protest  against  the  way  Ireland  had 
j  been  treated  in  this  regard.     The  present 

Commander-in-Chief  in  Ireland  was  in 
'  favour  of  the  change  advocated  by  his 

hon.  friend. 

j     Mr.   weir  called   attention   to   the 
i  item  of  £336,000  spent  on  stores   and 
I  complained  that  all   these  stores  were 
'  manufactured  in  England,  although  there 
'  were  workmen  in  Scotland  quite  as  com- 
petent to  manufacture  them  as  any  in 
England.    Scottish  workmen  were  capable 
of  manufacturing  these  stores  quite  as 
well    and    more  cheaply  than  English 
I  workmen,  and  it  was  a  scandal  that  all 
I  this  money  should  be  expended  in  Eng- 
'  land  and  not  a  shilling  of  it  in  Scotland, 
j  If  the  division   was  pressed   he  should 
i  certainly  support  it. 

I      Mr.  field  said  he  had  been  in  com- 
munication with  the  authorities  for  the 
last  ten  years    on  the  question  of  the 
establishment   of   depdts  for  stores    in 
'  Ii^land.      He  asked  that  these  dep6ts 
i  should  be  used  in  the  same  way  as  the 
'  dep6ts  in  England,  and  that  the   people 
I  of  Ireland  should  have  an  equal  oppor- 
'  tunity  with  the  English  for  tendering 
for    such  stores.     When  Irish  Members 
proposed  something  that  would  decrease 
cost    and    increase    efficiency,    and    at 
!  the    same  time    give  some    satisfaction 
to   the  Irish  working  man,    it   seemed 
I  most  unwise,  from  a  Treasury  point  of 
view   even,  for  the  Government  not  to 
accept  that  proposition.      Why   should 
Irish  manu&kcturers  be  placed  at  a  disad- 
vantage and  have  to  bear  the  expense  of 
sending  their  goods  to  Woolwich  instead 
of  being  able  to  send  them  to  the  depots 
in  DubUn  ?  He  did  not  ask  for  anything  un- 
reasonable, and  he  expected  a  sympathetic 
answer  to  bis  complaint.    He  was  certain 
that  if  this  question  was  considered  in 
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an  impartial  spirit  it  veould  be  found 
tkat  he  was  only  asking  for  some- 
thing that  would  be  found  to  be  ol 
advantage  to  the  War  Offiee  as  well  as 
to  England.  This  was  not  a  small  matter. 
It  was  a  gr^t  principle,  whicb  was  that 
the  Irish  people  should  have  equal  oppor- 
tunity with  the  English  to  tender  for  these 
stores,  and  he  hoped  to  be  assured,  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  replied,  that 
Ireland  would  receive  the  fair  play  to 
which  she  was  entitled. 

♦  Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  some 
misconception  appeared  to  have  arisen 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  It  seemed 
to  be  supposed  that  the  Government 
selected  the  persons  from  whom  they 
ordered  stores.  That  was  not  so.  There 
yrere  classes  of  goods  that  were  manu- 
factured cheaply  and  on  a  large  scale  in 
Ireland,  and  the  tenders  of  Irish  manu- 
facturers for  those  classes  of  goods  had 
been  accepted.  There  were  other  classed 
of  goods  either  not  manufactured  at  all 
or  only  manufactured  in  a  very  small 
way  in  Ireland,  and  for  those  classes  Irish 
manufacturers  did  not  tender.  The  hon. 
Member  appeared  to  think  also  ^hat 
Ireland  wa*»  unfairly  treated  by  reason  of 
the  goods  manufactured  there  having  to 
be  inspected  at  the  central  depot  in 
England,  but  that  was  a  matter  which 
afEected  everyone  alike,  it  being  necessary 
to  inspect  the  goods,  which  had  to  be 
according  to  sample,  at  the  central 
dep6t  where  the  sample  was  kept.  No 
obstacle  was  thrown  in  the  way  of  Irish 
manufacturers  by  reason  of  that  inspec- 
tion, because  the  only  cost  entailed  was 
the  cost  of  returning  the  rejected  articles, 
and  that  did  not  affect  the  manufacturers 
very  largely.  As  they  were  proposing  to 
decentralise  the  commands  of  the  Army; 
and  with  the  commands  the  buyers  of  the 
Army,  it  would  naturally  be  the  case  that 
a  great  many  more  stores  would  be  pur- 
chased locally.     That  change  would  lead 


to  a  very  great  development  of  local 
bujring  of  small  articles.  He  did  not 
think  the  local  buying  of  large  quantities 
of  stores,  which  were  made  in  larga 
quantities,  would  be  an  advantage. 

*  Mb.  NANNETTI  said  that  although 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man held  out  some  hope  for  the  future 
he  could  not  accept  it  as  an  answer  to 
his  complaint.  All  he  asked  was  tiiat 
the  Irish  people  should  have  an  equal 
opportunity  with  other  people  to  tender, 
and  they  had  not  so  long  as  everything 
had  to  be  sent  to  Woolwich.  Therefore,. 
however  favourable  the  answer  of  the 
rignt  hon.  Gentleman  might  be  considered 
to  be,  he  must  divide  the  Committee  on 
this  question. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  asked 
what  the  method  of  buying  was  going 
to  be  with  regard  to  this  decentralisation 
of  stores. 

*  Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  the 
matter  was  now  imder  consideration. 

Mr.  BROMLEY  DAVENPORT  ear- 
nestly appealed  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  College  Green  Division  not  to  divide 
the  Committee,  but  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  favourable  eply  given  by  his  right 
hon.  friend. 

*  Mr.  NANNETTI  said  he  should  be 
the  last  man  in  the  world  not  to  con- 
sider the  convenience  of  Members  of  the 
House,  but  he  had  a  duty  to  discharge  to 
his  constituents,  and  until  this  system 
was  killed  he  should  be  compelled  to 
divide  the  Committee  on  every  occasion 
when  it  was  discussed. 

Question  put. 

I      The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  107 ; 
,  Noes,  190.     (Division  List  No.  78.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thoma«  (Derbyshire) 
Bell,  Riohard 
Blacky  Alexander  William 
Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 

Mr.  Field,     . 


AYES. 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Cawley,  Frederick 

(banning,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  WiUiam  Randal 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Da  vies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 


Delany,  WiUiam 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Q^lway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Edwards,  Frank 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Qlamocgaa 
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Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
field,  WiUiam 
Flavin,  HichaelJoseph 
Goddard,  Daniel  Foni 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hammond,  John 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hanrood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Pi^triok 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hotohinson,  Dr.  Chcurles  Fredk. 
Hntton,  Alfred  £.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones, William  (Oamarronshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  £. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
London,  W. 
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Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Kean,  John 
M*KiUop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Murphy,  John 

NoUn,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt.  CeoU  WUliam 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,VV. 
O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'MaUey,  WiUiam 
O'Mara,  James 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,  Sir  R.Threshie(  Dumfries 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 


Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  WiUiam  Snowdon 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Runciman,  Walter 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Smith,  Samuel  (FUnt) 
SuUivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcUflEe) 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Jn.  Cathtart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  GaUoway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
White,  Patrick  (Meath,  North) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
WUson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (FaUdrk) 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.T(Hudder8f'a 

Tbllbbs  for  thi  Atbs — Mr. 
Nannetti  and  Mr.  Mooney. 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anaon,  Sir  WiUiam  RejmeU 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amdd-Forster,  Rt.Hn.HughO. 
Arrol,  Sir  WUliam 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.  SirH 
Bagot,  Capt.  Joeceline  FitzRoy 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
B^our,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  B.  (Christch 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  (Jeorge 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C  T 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Bigndid,  Arthur 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bousfield,  WUUam  Robert 
Bowles,  T.Gibson(  King's  Lynn 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  WiUiam  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Oampbell,  Rt.Hn.J.A.(Gla8gow 
Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
O-vendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Chapman,  Edward 
Cbarrington,  Spencer, 
dive.  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coshill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  C.R. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Qraig,  Chas.  CTurtts  (Antrim,  S.) 
Crippfl,  Cbarlee  Alfred 


NOES. 

Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  SavUe 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  WiUiam  Bromley 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
DisraeU,  Coninssby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.Sir  WUUam  Hart 
EUbank,  Master  of 
Faber,  Creorge  Denison  (York) 
Ferguason,  Rt  Hn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Gieorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortesoue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  WiUiam 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin& Nairn) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.C.Ormsby-( Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsby-(Linc. 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
(]k>ulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Henry  D.(Shrewsbury ) 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
HaU,  Edward  MarshaU 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
HamUton,Marq  of  (L'nd'nderry 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,  N.W. 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 


Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Bright6ide 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jebb,  Sir  Riolmrd  Claverhouse 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.(  Denbigh) 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  J.  Grant  (Yorks.,  N.R. 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  EUiott  (Birkenhead) 
^gge.  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  CoL  Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J. (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MEbcdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
McLaren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
Malcolm,  Lui 

MaxweU,RtHn.Sir  H.E(Wigt'n 
MaxweU,  W.J.H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Mihier,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  Frederick  G. 
MitoheU,  WUUam  (Bomley) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthanistow) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer       ^ 
Mount,  WUliam  Arthur 
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Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  0.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Charlee  J.  (Coyentary) 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholsoii,  William  Grahai^ 
O'Neal,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
RatcUflF,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(SUly bridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Green 
^igS»  Richard 


Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Bobinson,  Biooke 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Sir  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Murylebone,  W.) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (C9iichester) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tuff,  Caiarles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 


Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.Sir  aE.H.(Sheffid 
Wabx>nd,  Rt.Hon.Sir  WiiliamH 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Lt..Col.A.C.E(Tannton 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E.(Nott3. 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton  und.Lyne 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.H.(Yorks. 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
W3mdham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 

Tbllebs  fob  the  Nobs — Sir 
Alexander  Aoland  -  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

And,  it  bein^  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


BAKEU  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL  (By  Order). 

As  amended,  considered, 

A  Clause  (Application  of  Company's 
Acts),  brought  up.  and  read  the  first  and 
83cond  time,  and  added. 

♦M».  CAUSTON  (Southwark,  W.)  said  in 
moving  the  Motion  standing  in  his  name 
he  would  explain  in  the  briefest  possible 
manner  the  reasons  which  ed  up  to  it. 
Its  object  was  to  carry  out  a  Parlia- 
mentary barga  n  that  had  been  made  in 
1900  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Act. 
At  that  time  the  vestry  of  St.  Oeorge- 
the- Martyr,  now  merged  in  the  corpora- 
tion of  Southwark,  was  the  local  authority 
which  had  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and 
they  were  strongly  opposed  to  the  Bill 
and  presented  a  petition  against  it.  The 
promotes  of  the  Bill  then  sought  an 


I  interview  with  the  local  authority  as  a 
I  result  of   which   the  opposition   to   the 
'  Bill     was     withdrawn      by     the     local 
authority  and  conditions  made  by  which 
the  chairman  of  the  vestry,  the  present 
Mayor  of  Southwark,  should  give  evidence 
in  support  of  the  Bill,  whilst  a  promise 
was  madr  by  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
to  make  an   underground  station    and 
subways  near  the  Elephant  and  Castle. 
One  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  provided 
for  this,  and  there  was   no  doubt  the 
company  honestly  intended  to  carry  out 
the  arrangement  made  with  the  vestry. 
Negotiations  in  regard  to  the  details  were 
continued  for  a  long  time  between  the 
borough    engineer  and  the  engineer  of 
the  company,  and  last  year  the  borough 
of  Southwark  approved  the  plans  of  the 
Waterloo  and  Baker  Street  Kail  way,  and 
granted  permission  for  the  erection  of  a 
hoarding  at  the  place  where  the  shaft 
wa  sto  be  bored.    All  went  well  up  to 
28th  July,  1903,  when  the  town  clerk 
of    Southwark  received    an    intimation 
from  the  engineer  of  the  company  to 
the  effect  that  the   company   did  not 
intend  to  erect  either  the  undergroun  1 
station  or  the  subwa3rs.    At  this  period 
the  vestry  ot  St.  €korge-the-Martyr  had 
been  incorporated  with  the  borough  of 
Southwark,   whilst  the  interest  of  the 
original  promoters  of  the  company  had 
been   acquired  by  Mr.  Terkes  and  his 
friends.   Notwithstanding  this  intimation 
interviews  took  place  between  the  parties, 
which  resulted  in    the  following  letttf 
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being   addressed  by  Ur.  Yerkee  to  the 
Sonthwark  borough  engineers— 

3rd  November,  1903. 
Dear  Sir, — Sinoe  we  had  the  pleasure  of  a 
▼iiit  from  JO  a  and  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Coanoil  of  the  Borough  of  South wark  I  have 
looked  verv  fully  into  the  matter  of  using  the 
eentre  of  the  street  for  our  Elephant  and  Castle 
Station  and  find  that  it  cannot  be  done  except 
at  great  expense.  I  appreciate  fully  the 
oUhn  made  against  the  company,  that  is,  that 
it  was  agreS  to  at  the  time  the  Bill  was 
passed,  but  I  do  not  feel  that  we  are  at  all 
responsible  for  that,  for  the  reason  that  it  was 
done  by  entirely  different  parties,  who  were 
our  preaeoessors  and  from  whom  we  purchased 
the  company  then  being  constructed.  We  are, 
however,  still  in  hopes  that  some  passage-way 
can  be  made  connecting  some  of  the  comers 
of  the  street  without  causing  a  great  expendi- 
ture of  money,  and  this  will  receive  our 
attention. 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  CHARLES  T.  YSRKES. 

Arthur  Harrison,  £«q. , 
Borough  Enffineer, 
Town  HaU, 
Wahvonh  Koad,  S.E. 

He  admitted  that  the  claim  of  the 
borough  of  South  wark  was  a  genuine  one, 
but  got  out  of  the  responsibility  by  saying 
they  were  not  the  parties  who  originally 
entered  into  the  undertaking.  That  was 
true,  but  he  (Mr.  Causton)  would  have 
thought  that  when  a  Parliamentary 
bargain  had  been  entered  into  that 
bargain  ought  to  be  carried  out  by  those 
who  had  taken  over  the  responsibilities 
of  the  original  company. 

A    great      many    concessions    were 
given    as    a    quid    pro     quo    for     the 
subways.      The     local     authority    had 
always  had  its  eye  on  the  question  of 
subways  at  this  point,  and  thought  on  ; 
this  occasion  that  they  had  their  oppor- ; 
tunity  to  get  them  by  making  the  con- 
cession  which  they  made  to  the  company.  I 
Those  concessions  were  admitted  to  be 
not     small    concessions.     He   appealed 
to  the  House   to  respect  Parliamentary 
bargains  that  might  be  made.      It  was  i 
well  known  that  by  such  bargains  a  vast 
Amount  of  time  and  great  expense  was  | 
saved.    Although  this   bargain  was  not  i 
recorded,  it  was  an  honourable  under- 1 
standing  under  which  the  vestry  withdrew 
its  opposition  and  it  ought  to  be  carried  ' 
oat.    One   of   the  concessions  made  to  | 
the    company    was     to    allow     it     to  | 
make    its    tunnel    at    depths    varying  i 
irom  eighteen  inches    to  eighteen  feet  | 
instead     of      sixty    feet     below      the  i 


surface  which  saved  a  considerable 
expense  to  the  company.  He  could  give 
other  instances,  but  he  thought  that  was 
sufficient  to  show  what  had  been  saved 
by  the  concessions.  The  company  would, 
under  their  altered  arrangements,  save 
considerable  time  and  labour,  as  Mr. 
Qalbraith  the  engineer  admitted  in  his 
evidence  before  the  Committee,  and 
he  stated  that  one  of  the  reasons 
for  not  carr3dng  out  the  bargain  was 
that  they  could  open  the  railway  eighteen 
months  earlier  if  instead  of  making  this 
underground  station  they  made  it  else- 
where. His  point  here  was  that  the 
company  had  decided  to  remove  their 
station,  and  by  so  doing  they  were 
going  to  save  an  enormous  sum  of  money, 
and  that  therefore  they  ought  not  to 
object  to  carrying  out  tJiis  bargain  as  to 
making  the  subways.  Another  reason 
which  weighed  with  the  vestry  in  with- 
drawing their  opposition  was  that  the 
company  was  going  to  turn  the  In- 
digent Blind  School  site  into  a  generating 
station  which  would  be  a  very  valuable 
ratable  property  to  the  borough.  Now 
there  was  not  to  be  a  generating  station 
at  that  point  but  merely  sidings  and 
consequently  there  would  be  a  consider- 
able rating  loss  to  the  borough. 

The  Motion  he  had  before  the 
House  said  in  effect  that  this  line 
should  not  be  opened  until  ,the  sub- 
ways were  made,  but  that  would  not 
necessitate  any  delay  in  the  actual  open- 
ing of  the  line,  because  the  work  was  not 
sufficiently  advanced  to  be  affected  by 
the  making  of  the  subways.  There  was 
absolutely  no  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  construction  of  them,  and  the  borough 
had  no  desire  to  put  the  company  to  an/ 
excessive  cost  in  their  construction.  All 
they  wanted  under  this  new  arrangement 
was  the  subways.  The  necessity  for 
these  subways  at  this  spot  was  even 
greater  now  than  when  the  Bill  was  passed 
having  regard  to  the  very  great  danger 
to  pedestrians  through  the  advent  of 
electric  trains,  which  came  from  all  parts, 
travelling  very  rapidly  and  thereby  in- 
creasinsr  the  danger  to  foot-passengers 
at  this  crossing.  When  this  matter  was 
before  the  Committee  the  Committee 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  could 
not  compel  the  company  to  construct  the 
subways  in  event  of  the  station  not  bein$; 
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made,  and  he  did  not  blame  the  Com- 
mittee for  not  going  behind  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  but  at  the  same  time  he  was 
going  to  ask  the  House  to  support  him 
and  say  that  Parliamentary  bargains 
must  be  carried  out,  and  that  what  the 
Committee  could  not  do  the  House 
would.  Attempts  had  been  made 
to  compromise  the  matter,  and  he 
believed  that  the  company  would  be 
willing  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  cost 
of  the  subways  if  the  borough  would  con- 
struct them.  But  the  corporation  had 
not  the  power  to  construct  them.  It 
might  go  to  law  and  get  a  verdict,  but 
that  they  did  not  wish  to  do.  All  they 
desired  was  the  subways,  and  that  the 
company  should  construct  them.  He 
thought  he  had  now  said  sufficient  to 
make  the  matter  clear,  and^  without 
occupjdug  further  time,  he  begged 
to  move  the  clause  standing  in  his 
name. 

A  Clause  (Company  to  construct  sub- 
ways at  Elephant  and  Castle). 

''Hie  CompAoy  shall  not  open  for  public 
traffic  Railway  No.  3  by  the  Act  of  1900 
authorised  to  be  constructed  or  any  part  thereof 
ontil  they  have  constructed  and  opened  for 
pubUo  tr^c  subways  for  foot-passengers  near 
the  Elephant  and  Castle  in  the  general  lines 
shown  on  the  plan  signed  in  duplicate  by  William 
Robert  Galbraith  and  by  Arthur  Harrison,  and 
referred  to  in  Sub-section  17  of  Section 
30  of  the  Act  of  1900  (For  the  protection  of 
the  Vestry  of  the  Plarish  of  Saint  George-the- 
Martyr,  Southwark)."— (ATr.  Camton.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second 
time." 

*Mr.  REA  (Gloucester)  paid  his  hon. 
friend  had  appealed  very  eloquently  to 
Mr.  Terkes  and  his  fnends  for  a 
contribution  towards  the  cost  of  these 
subways,  but  it  would  perhaps  surprise 
the  House  to  hear  that  when  the  Bill 
which  was  now  being  considered  was 
before  the  Committee  there  was  no  men- 
tion in  it  of  the  Borough  of  South wark. 
No  part  of  the  powers  asked  for  by  this 
Bill  had  to  be  exercised  within  the  Umits 
of  that  borough  when  the  Committee  were 
asked  to  give  an  opinion  on  another  Act 
of  Parlia  ment  pa  ssed  in  1 900.  He  c  id  not 
deay  that  there  had  beea  a  great  deal 

Mr.  Causton, 


of  bargaining  before  the  Act  of  1900  was 
passed,  but  the  bargain  was  embodied  in 
Sub-section  17  of  Clause  30  of  that  Act, 
from  which  it  would  be  seen  that  it  waa 
a  very  different  bargain  from  what  his 
hon.   friend  had  represented.    He  sob- 
i  mitted    that    the    hon.    Member    had 
I  rather  misrepresented  the  powers  con- 
ferred on  the  company  by  the  Act  of 
1900.    Since   the   Act  was  passed   the 
company  had  done    what    they    could 
to    design    a    station  under    the    road 
at   this    point,   but    they    had  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  that, 
if  it  was  not  an  absolute  impossibility 
from  an  engineering  point  of  view,  the 
difficulties  were  almost  insuperable,  and 
that  not  only  would  the  expense  be  very- 
great,  but  that    if  they  succeeded  the 
opening  of  the  Une  would  be  delayed  at 
least  eighteen  months.    The  Committee 
were  asked  to  modify  an  Act  passed  in 
1900  in  reference  to  a  matter  which  waa 
not  then  before  the  Committee  and  which 
was  not  before  the  House  in  the  present 
Bill;    they  were  asked  to  interpret   • 
clause  in  the  sense  of  imposing  on  the 
company    an    obligation    to    oonstmet 
something    which    the   Act    said  they 
"  may,"  but    not    that    they   "  must  '* 
construct.    Three  things  were  clear  to 
the  Committee — first,   that   the  Parha- 
;  mentary  bargain  was  embodied  in  Sub-aec 
tion  17  of  the  Act  of  1900 ;  secondly,  that 
the     section      did     not       impose     an 
I  obligation      to     construct     a     station ; 
and,   thirdly,   that  the  company    were 
!  under  no  obligation  to  construct  subways 
apart  from  the  station,  and   that  they 
had  no  powers  to  make  subways  apart 
from  the  works.   If  the  obligation  existed, 
I  the  Borough  of  South  wark  had  itn  remedy 
I  at  law,  and  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  to  give  a  decision  on  a  point 
'  of  law  with  which  the  Bill  before  Chem 
I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do.  Since  the  Act 
of  1900  nothing  had  passed  except  that 
'  the  borough  council  had  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Yerkes.    That  letter,  however, 
I  could  have  no  bearing  on  a  Parliamentary 
!  bargain  entered  into  before  1900.    If  it 
was  a  contract  it  could  be  enforced,  but 
it  did  not  seem  desirable  to  the  Com* 
mittee  that  they   should  enter  upon  a 
legal  argument  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
letter    did   constitute    a  contract.    He 
might  add  that  the  conclusions   of  the 
Committee  were  clear  and  unanimous. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


265 


Baker  Street  and 


{14  April  1904}         Waterloo  liailioay  Bill        266 


Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) 
contended  that  as  a  station  was 
being  actually  built  within  thirty 
or  forty  yards  of  the  Elephant  and 
Castle  the  argument  based  on  the  non- 
construction  of  the  station  fell  to  the 
ground.  The  question  was  really  one  of 
public  necessity  against  private  interest. 
A  certain  bargain  was  entered  into 
between  the  Borough  of  South wark  and 
the  company;  the  company  passed  its 
rights  on  to  another  company,  who  then 
declared  that  they  were  not  bound  by 
the  bargain  of  their  predecessors.  If 
such  a  plea  was  to  be  accepted  there 
would  be  an  end  to  all  Parliamentary 
bargaining.  As  consideration  for  the 
bargain  the  Borough  of  Southwark 
granted  many  important  concessions,  and 
^e  question  was  whether  the  company 
should  now  carry  out  their  share  in  the 
transaction.  He  took  no  objection  to 
the  action  of  the  Committee,  but  the 
House  itself  had  power  to  overrule  its 
Committee  when  the  public  interest 
required  it,  and  that  was  what  the  House 
was  now  asked  to  do. 
I      ^ 

Sra  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
berwell,  Peckham)  said  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Newington  evidently  knew 
nothing  about  the  question.  In  1900 
the  original  company — the  London  and 
Globe  —  obtained  optional  powers  to 
construct  an  underground  station  at  the 
£lephant  and  Castle,  and  if  they  con- 
structed that  station  they  were  to  make 
m  connection  therewith  certain  subways. 
The  London  and  Olobe  became  bankrupt 
and  its  powers  were  purchased  by  Mr. 
Terkes'  Company,  who  decided,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  difficulty  and  public 
inconvenience  involved,  n^t  to  construct 
the  station.  The  whole  question  turned 
on  the  words  "  may  "  and  "  in  connection 
therewith."  If  the  contention  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  was  correct,  the 
Borough  of  Southwark  had  their  remedy 
at  law.  Any  damages  they  obtained 
would  be  in  the  form  of  money,  and  the 
borough  being  the  street  authority, 
could  then  construct  the  subways. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  hoped  the 
House  would  uphold  the  decision  of  the 
Committee. 

♦Mb.  CGRRIE  grant  (Warwick- 
shire,  Rugby)    said    that  no   one   had 


denied  that  a  Parliamentary  bargain- 
was  entered  into,  and  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  that  bargain  was 
correctly  expressed  in  the  Act  depended 
upon  the  construction  of  the  clause. 
C^e  construction  put  forward  wa» 
that  the  subway  was  t^  be  built  only 
if  the  station  was  constructed.  On 
that  point  much  difference  of  opinion 
existed,  and  the  Borough  of  Southwark 
were  advised  that  that  was  not  the  true 
construction  of  the  clause,  but  that  the 
company  were  bound  to  build  the  sub* 
ways  before  Railway  No.  3  was  opened 
for  traffic.  The  House  of  Commons  did 
not  exist  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
people  to  go  to  law,  but  to  see  that 
Parliamentary  bargains  were  carried  out. 
Mr.  Terkes  himself  had  written  a  letter 
in  which  he  admitted  the  claim,  but  con- 
tended that  the  present  company  were 
not  respDusible  inasmuch  as  the  arrange- 
ment was  entered  into  by  their  prede- 
cessors from  whom  they  purchased  the 
undertaking.  That  being  so,  the  company 
ought  to  be  shown  that,  in  this  country 
at  any  rate,  we  insisted  upon  people  who 
purchased  properties  carrying  out  the 
bargains  made  by  their  predecessors. 

Mr.  CUST  (Southwark,  Bermondsey) 
said  that  in  this  case  thsy  had  a  deliberate 
act  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
railway  company.  It  would  be  very  bad 
for  the  expedition  of  private  business  in 
that  House  if  the  promoters  of  any  com- 
pany, especially  a  railway  company, 
after  entering  into  what  was  accepted  as 
a  honA  fide  arrangement  on  both  sides, 
should  be  allowed  to  abscond  with  the 
plun  ler  and  avoid  their  liabiUties.  That 
seemed  to  him  to  have  happened  in  this 
case. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER,  Cumberland, 
Penrith)  said  that  he  would  support 
ttie  action  taken  by  the  Committee 
in  this  matter,  who  had  heard  the 
evidence  and  the  arguments  of  counsel. 
The  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Gloucester  showed  that  he  had  a  full 
grasp  of  the  question  with  which  he  had 
to  deal.  Whether  or  not  there  had  been 
a  Parliamentary  bargain  in  1900  did 
not  seem  to  him  to  be  very  relevant,  be- 
cause t  .e  result  of  the  bargain,  if  there 
was  one,   was  embodied  in  the   Act  of 
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Parliament  of  that  year.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Rugby  seemed  to  set  aside 
that  Act  on  the  ground  that  some  verbal 
or  other  arrangement  had  been  come  to, 
but  he  had  al\^ays  understood  that  they 
could  not  give  any  evidence  of  a  verbal 
character  to  set  aside  an  agreement  em- 
bodied in  writing,  far  less  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  If  the  Borough  of  South- 
wark  thought  that  their  rights  were 
being  trampled  upon  and  the  conditions 
imposed  were  being  set  aside  by  that  Act, 
the  proper  course  for  them  to  have  taken 
at  the  time  would  have  been  to  have  come 
to  the  House  and  declared  that  the  clause 
did  not  embody  the  bargain  which  had 
been  made.  The  proper  body  to  inter- 
pret the  Act  now  was  the  courts  of  law. 
To  his  mind  it  was  clear  that  what 
Parliament  intended  to  do  was  to  tell 
the  company  that  they  might  make  the 
station,  but  that  if  they  made  it  they 
would  have  to  construct  for  the  public 
benefit  certain  subways  ''in  connection 
therewith."  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  Parliamentary  bargains,  but  surely 
Parliament  as  well  as  the  company 
should  carry  out  its  part  of  the 
bargain.  The  company  would  really 
have  grievous  cause  for  complaint  if  a 
permissive  form  of  words  in  the  Act  were 
to  be  construed  as  impodng  an  obliga- 
tion. For  these  reasons  he  should  sup- 
port the  action  of  the  Committee.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  bound  to  say,  as 
he  said  to  the  parties  when  they  came  to 
his  room,  that  he  thought  it  obviously 
desirable  from  the  point  of  view  of  all 
parties  that  an  arrangement  should  be 
made  in  the  matter.  There  were  certain 
expressions  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Yerkes 
which  led  one  to  think  that  he  was  not 
fulfilling  the  whole  ol  the  conditions 
which  his  predecessors  had  entered  into. 
He  was  certainly  surprised  to  find  those 
expressions  in  the  letter  of  a  gentleman 
so  astute  as  Mr.  Yerkes,  and  for  that 
reason  he  suggested  an  arrangement  to 
the  parties — namely,  that  the  borough 
and  the  railway  company  should  share 
between  them  the  expense  of  making 
these  subways.  That  would  be  a  very 
desirable  settlement  for  the  benefit  of 
the  company  and  the  public  also,  and 
he  had  hoped  that  some  such  arrange- 
ment would  have  been  arrived  at. 
Possibly  something  of  the  sort  might  be 
done  before  the  Bill  went  to  another 
Mr.  J.  jr.  Lowther. 


place.  On  the  strict  legal  interpretation 
of  the  documents,  however,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Committee  was  perfectly 
right  in  rejecting  this  clause.  For  that 
reason  he  should  support  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oloucester. 

♦Mr.  BAMFORD  SLACK  (Hertford- 
shire, St.  Albans)  said  that  apparently 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  was  ignorant 
of  the  fact  that  this  station  was  going 
to  be  constructed  a  few  yards  from  the 
original  site.  He  thought  the  House 
ought  to  take  cognisance  of  the  fact  that 
the  railway  company  was  moving  the  site 
of  their  station  in  order  to  relieve  them- 
selves of  the  obligation  they  incurred 
when  they  made  their  previous  bargain 
to  construct  these  subways,  and  it  was 
only  when  the  new  company  came  into 
existence  that  this  bargain  was  departed 
from.  The  bargain  as  contained  in 
Section  30  (17)  of  the  Act  of  1900  was  as 
'  follows — 

'^The  company  may  construct  an  under- 
;  ground  station  with  all  proper  and  convenient 
^  lifts  sl^fts    way  chaml^rs  and  offices  under 
I  the  roadways  converging  near  the  Elephant 
I  and  Castle  and  in  connection  with  shall  in 
addition  to  the  said  works  construct  and  main- 
tain subways  near  subway  No.  2  for  the  accom- 
modation of  pedestrian  traffic  and  such  subways 
and  the  entrances  thereto  shall  be  oonstmcted 
....      at  the  same  time  as  railway 
No  3  id  constructed  and  shall  be  opened  for 
j  public  traffic  at  the  same  as  railway  No.  3  or 
I  any  part  thereof  is  opened  for  public  traffic  and 
shall  be  made  on  the  general  lines  shown  in  the 
I  plan  signed  in  duplieatH  by  William  Robert 
!  Galbraith  on  behalf  of  the  company  and  by 
I  Arthur  Harrison  on  behalf  of  the  vestry  and  at 
j  such  levels  as  may  be    agreed  between  tne 
I  company  and  the  vestry. " 

With  reference  to  the  answer  given  to 

the  hon.  Member  for  Southwark  to  the 

effect  that  the  borough  council  had  a 

I  remedy  in  damages  in  a  Court  of  law,  he 

I  did  not  see  why  they  should  be  put  to 

that  expense.     The  ratepayers  did  not 

want    damages,   they  want^  subways. 

,  They  could  not,   by  an  action  at  law, 

I  obtain    specific    performance    of    their 

bargain  against  the  company  so  as  to 

'  compel    them   to  make    the    subways. 

The    only    practicable  remedy    of    the 

I  borough   council   was  not  to   bring  an 

I  action    for    damages    but    to    ask  the 

House    to    pass  his    hon.    friend's    In- 

I  struction  so  as  to  compel  this  company  to 

fulfil  the  bargain  which  had  been  made 

by  the  original  company. 
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♦Mr.  bailey  (Newington,  Walworth) 
said  that  as  a  South  London  Member  he 
felt  very  strongly  npon  this  question.  It 
appeared  that  the  first  company  arranged 
certain  matters  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
South wark  Borough  Council,  and  then 
the  project  was  sold  to  another  company 
which  refused  to  carry  out  wnat  the 
former  company  had  agreed  to  do.  If 
the  new  company  bought  the  undertaking 
they  also  bought  the  liabilities.  He 
thought  that,  when  a  bargain  of  this  sort 


was  arrived  at,  the  House  ought  to  insist 
apon  it  being  carried  out  to  the  letter. 
He  thought  the  original  arrangement 
made  by  the  Committee  should  be  carried 
out,  and  he  should  support  that  course 
because  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  dis- 
trict he  represented. 

Question  put. 

The     House     divided  : — Ayes,     133;; 
Noes,  143.     (Division  List,  No.  79.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ainsworth,  John    (Stirling 

Alien*  Charles  P. 

Afherley -Jones,  L. 

Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christoh. 

Bony,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayiey,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

BeU,  Richard 

Blacky  Alexander  William 

Bolaad,  John 

Briggy  John 

Buohanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Bart,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

dare,  Octavius  Leigh 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Qremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Cost,  Henry  John  C. 

Ddkiel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  AlWred  (Carmarthen) 

Daviee,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dylro,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 

Edwards,  Frank 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Flower,  Sir  Ernest 

Foster,  Sir  Mich.  (Lond.  Univ.) 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herb.  John 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim) 

Grant,  Carrie 

Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 


AYES. 

Griffith,  EUis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hammond,  John 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heime,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hudson,  (George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Moriey) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones, William  (C!amarvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kerr,  John 
Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Macdona,  John  Gumming 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

Maconochie,  A.  W. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Oae,  George 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Morpeth,  Viscount 

Moss,  Samuel 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

Murphy,  John 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperaiy,  N.) 

O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W. 

0*Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 


O'Malley,  WiUiam 
0*Mara,  James 
O'Shee,  James  John 
Partington,  Oswald 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Wateiford> 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  ( Dundee  > 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Schwann,  (3harles  E. 
Shackleton  David  James 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Slack,  John  Bamf  ord 
Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(Northants 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcUffe) 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Tillet,  Louis  John 
Tuff,  Charles 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 
Wason,  Jn.  Cathcart  (Okney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E.(Nott8. 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (FaUrirk) 
WyUe,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 

TSLLSBS  FOB  THB   AyIS— Mr. 

Causton    and    Mr.    James 
Bailey. 


Acland-Hood,  CaptSir  Alex.F. 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright»  John  Stanhope 
Aniold-Farster,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O 


NOES. 

Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josoeline  FitzRoy 
Bam,  Colonel  James  Robert 


Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.  A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignold,  Arthur 
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Bigwood,  James  [^ 

Blundel],  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Carson,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cawley,  Frederick 
dive.  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Ck>Qing8,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesee 
Colomb,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  C.R 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Craig,  Chas.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Oossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edwani 
FergusBon,  Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Manc. 
Pinch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
(3ore,Hn  G.R.C.Ormsby.(Salop 
(3ore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormflby.(Linc. 
(Jorst,  Rt.  Hon.  SirTfohn  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Henry  D.( Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Hamilton,Marq.of(L'nd'nderry 


Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Ha^ey) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,  N.  W. 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford,W. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jefibreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  (Monmouth) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.  R.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Witfrid  (Cornwall) 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Berkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erokine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  RtHn.  JW(Cum.Penr. 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J. (Portsmouth 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
AT  Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Kean,  John 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Maxwell,RtHn.Sir  H.E(Wigt'n 
MaxweU,  W.J.H.  (Dumfriessh. 
Milner,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Frederick  G. 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 


Peel,  Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 

P«rcy,  Earl 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
'  Pretyman,  Ernest  George 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 

Reddy,  M. 

Renwick,  George 

Riokett,  J.  Compton 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
i  Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 

Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 

Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
I  Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Geveland) 

Scott,  Sir  8.  (Karylebone,  W.) 

Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 

Spear,  John  Ward 

Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
,  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
,  Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 

Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 

Valentia,  Viscount 

Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 

Walrond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  WilliamH. 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 

Warde,  Colonel  C  E. 
I  Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Whitm<Nre,  Charles  Algernon 

Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
I  Wil8on.Todd,SirW.H.( Yorks.) 
I  Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
I  Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Yerburgfa;  Robert  Armstrong 

Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs — Mr. 
Russell  Rea  and  3Ir.  Nichol- 
son* 


Amendmeuts  made  to  the  Bill. 
Bill  to  be  lead  the  third  time. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  KAIL- 
WAY  BILL  [By  Order]. 

As  amended,  considered. 

Mh.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) 
said  he  wished  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  an  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  company  to  deliberately  annex  by  i 
physical  force  certain  lands  near  their 
railway  at  Holywell  Station.  The  com- 
pany employed  a  number  of  navvies  to 
take  and  hold  possession  of  the  land 
which  they  claimed.  The  title  to  a 
portion  of  that  land  was  the  subject  of  \ 
litigation,  but  another  portion  without 
doubt  or  question  belor  ged  to  Mr.  John 
Philip  Jones  of  Holywell,  the  title  having  I 


been  admitted  by  the  railway  com- 
pany. For  several  months  up  to  June 
last  men  were  stationed  as  sentries  near 
the  land  day  and  night  to  watch  Mr. 
Jones ;  when  he  appeared  a  whistle  was 
blown  and  men,sometimes  numbering  100. 
would  muster  to  occupy  the  land  and 
prevent  Mr.  Jones  from  committing  any 
act  of  ownertihip  on  it.  On  13th  June, 
1903,  Ml.  Jones  removed  a  fence  erected 
by  the  company  and  instructed  two 
workmen  to  level  the  ground.  Later  in 
the  day,  having  received  a  message,  he 
returned  with  ten  men.  He  found  about 
eighty  navvies  who,  acting  on  instruc- 
tions, had  forcibly  prevented  his  me.i 
from  doing  their  work.  The  navvies,  nil 
strangers  to  the  locaUty,  were  in  charge 
of  a  railway  inspector,  who,  in  turn, 
acted  under  telegraphic  instructions  from 
headquarters.  Mr.  Jones  warned  the 
men  they  were  trespatssers,  told    them 
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what  he  was  going  to  do,  and  tried  to 
make  a  gap  in  the  fence.     It  had  since 
been  found,  and  die  company  had  ad- 
mitted  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  this 
and  that    the    company  had  no   right 
to  obstruct    him.      He    was    violently 
a-ssanlted ;  the  men  whom  he  had  taken 
with  lum  were  similarly  treated.      The 
company  called  this  a  technical  assault. 
Unfortunately    Mr.  Jones  and  some  of 
those  with  him  bore  the  marks  of  this 
technical   assault     to    this  day.       The 
wrongfulness  of    this  action  had   been 
a-imitted  in  the  most  practical  manner 
by  the  company,  who  had  agreed  to  pay 
substantiai    damages    for    the    assault. 
There  was  no  question  as  to  their  haying 
been  entirely  in  the  wrong.     The  blame 
did  not  rest  with  the  navvies  who  only 
acted   under  orders.     When  they  were 
appealed  to  some  of  them  said,  "  We  are 
paid  for  doing  this,  we  would  not  do  it 
of  our  own  accord."    He  was  sure  they 
would   not,  because  so  &tr  as  his  own 
experience  had  gone  the  employees  of  the 
company   with   whom  the  public   came 
in     contact    in    stations    and    on    the 
railway    treated    the    public    with    the 
greatest  courtesy.    The  real  responsibility 
rested    with   the  people  in  high  places 
who    gave    the    instructions    and    who 
ought   to   have   known   better.      Apart 
from    the    illegality    of     it,    this    was, 
to  say  the  very  least,  a  most  undignified 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  a  powerful  and 
wealthy  corporation.      Let    the   House 
just  think  of  the  procedure  adopted- - 
posting  sentries  to  give  warning  of  Mr. 
Jones's  approach,  manoeuvring  a  hundred 
navvies    to    prevent  him  from    having 
access  to  what  had  been  admitted  to  be 
his     own    property,    culminating   in    a 
physical  contest  lasting  several  hours  in 
which  Mr.  Jones  and  several  men  with 
him    were    severely    injured.      He  was 
afraid  that  in  matters  of  this  kind  it  was 
the  deKborate  policy  of  the  company  to 
crash  small  people  who  stood  in  their 
way.   In  this  particular  instance  they  had 
come  across  a  man  who  refused  to  b? 
trampled  on,  and  if  anything  of  the  kind 
was    attempted    again,    he  hoped    that 
Pailiament  woviA  take  dtfastio  action  to 
prevent  itsirecurtence.    There  were  other 
questions  under  the  Bill  which  were  the 
«ttb|8Gt  of  litigation,  and  upon  them  he 
made  no  comment.    But  he  feared  that 
ihe  acquisition  of  some  of    the  land  in- 


cluded in  the  Bill  boded  no  good  to  the 
port  of  Greenfield.  It  had  been  the 
settled  policy  of  the  company  to  do  all 
they  could  to  block  up  the  small  ports 
on  the  Dee.  From  their  own  business 
standpoint  it  might  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  company  to  abolish  competition 
by  water,  but  the  public  had  a  right  to 
protest  against  it.  He  did  not  propose 
to  divide  the  House  against  the  Bill 
which  contained  some  useful  and  necessary 
powers  in  regard  to  the  company's  under- 
takings in  various  parts  of  the  county, 
but  he  thought  that  Parliament,  which 
had  granted  a  valuable  monopoly  to  the 
company,  should  be  made  cognisant  of 
proceedings  of  the  kind  which  he  had 
described. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


SUPPLY  [6th  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1904-5. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,839,000,  be  granted  to  His  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Supply  and 
Repair  of  Warlike  and  other  Stores, 
which  will  corae  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1905." 

Mb.  COURTENAY  WARNER  moved 
to  reduce  Item  G  (Equipment  Stores)  by 
£100,  in  order  to  call  attention  to  the 
accoutrements  supplied  to  the  Militia. 
He  complained  that  the  Militia  were 
brought  into  ridicule  by  being  compelled 
to  wear  accoutrements  of  different 
patterns.  This  was  one  of  the  great 
grievances  of  the  Militia,  and  it  had 
been  going  on  for  years.  He  hoped  the 
War  Office  would  attend  to  the  matter 
and  see  that  the  Militia  got  proper 
treatment  in  respect  of  accoutrements. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Item  Q  (Equipment  Stores)  bo 
reduced  by  £100."— (Mr.  Courtenay 
Warner,) 
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^Colonel  WELBT  said  he  was  en- 
tirely on  the  side  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  in  favour  of 
lessening  the  weight  carried  by  the 
horses,  but  it  was  a  far  more  difficult 
matter  than  they  seemed  to  realise. 
His  own  experience  was  that  year 
after  year  new  saddles  and  new 
methods  had  been  tried  with  the  view 
of  lessening  the  weight.  Every  kind 
of  saddle  and  attachments  had  been 
tried,  but  the  real  difficulty  had  not 
been  solved.  The  experience  of  cavalry 
officers  was  that  a  saddle  which  was 
too  light  had  a  tendency  to  cause  sore 
backs.  He  believed  an  improved  saddle 
was  in  process  of  being  made.  It  would 
be  satisfactory  if  some  of  them  could 
see  it  and  judge  whether  it  was  going 
to  be  the  saddle  of  the  future.  The 
difficulty  of  getting  a  newer  and  lighter 
saddle  had  been,  he  believed,  the 
necessity  of  disposing  of  the  present 
stores.  But  it  was  well  worth  the 
consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  see  whether  the  existing  saddles  of 
the  old-fashioned  heavy  pattern  could 
not  be  altered  to  a  newer  and  lighter 
pattern,  and  if  that  could  not  be  done, 
whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country  that  they  should  be  sold, 
even  at  a  considerable  loss,  and  replaced 
by  new  saddles.  He  quite  recognised 
that  in  connection  with  all  changes 
which  involved  expenditure  it  was  the 
duty  of  those  who  were  responsible  for 
the  finances  to  act  carefully,  but  if 
the  authorities  were  satisfied  that  a 
permanent  improvement  could  be  made 
he  was  sure  the  House  would  never 
refuse  to  grant  the  money  necessary 
for  carrying  it  out.  He  had  not  to-day 
heard  from  the  hon.  Members  who  had 
spoken  a  single  suggestion  of  practical 
value  as  to  how  their  wish  in  this 
matter  could  be  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  BURDETT-CGUTTS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  answer 
he  had  to  give  in  regard  to  ambulance 
waggons. 

Mr.  ARNGLD-FGRSTBR  said  they 
had  a  new  ambulance  waggon  which  they 
believed   to    be    of    a    very   improved 


char^tcter.  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
of  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member 
for  Taunton,  he  said  he  was  not  at  all  un- 
acquainted with  the  importance  of  the 
question  he  had  raised.  There  was  a 
large  stock  of  saddlery  and  harness 
which  had  proved  a  great  obstacle,  but 
he  had  made  inquiries,  and  it  was 
possible  that  they  would*  be  able  to 
modify  the  difficulty.  The  real  remedy, 
so  far  as  he  was  able  to  understand  the 
question,  was  not  to  be  found  entirely  in 
the  alteration  of  the  cavalry  saddlery, 
but  in  providing  auxiliary  transport 
which  should  carry  some  of  the  weight 
now  carried  by  the  horses.  It  was  in 
that  direction  that  their  efforts  were 
tending.  The  matter  was  not  nearly  so 
simple  as  some  hon.  Members  seemed  to 
think,  and  a  great  deal  of  expert 
knowledge  was  being  applied  to  the 
question. 

♦Mr.  NANNETTI  asked  what  arrange- 
ments were  being  made  in  regard  to  the 
supply  of  saddlery  for  the  Army.  He  did 
not  wish  to  depreciate  the  quality  of  the 
work  done  in  this  country,  but  he  thought 
Irish  tradesmen  could  produce  saddles 
which  were  quite  as  satisfactory.  They 
had  in  Ireland  a  saddlery  workshop 
built  at  considerable  expense,  where 
formerly  new  saddles  were  made,  but 
now  it  had  been  turned  into  a  place 
merely  for  repairs.  He  wished  to  know 
why  that  change  had  been  made.  He 
objected  to  Ireland  being  made  the 
dumping  ground  for  work  done  in  this 
country,  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman,  when  carrying  out  the  scheme 
of  reorganisation,  would  see  that  work 
for  the  Army  would  be  done  locally 
whenever  that  was  practicable.  He  was 
constantly  receiving  letters  from  people 
in  the  places  where  the  troops  were 
stationed  complaining  of  the  present 
system  of  providing  i^y  supplies,  and 
if  nothing  was  done  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ances he  would  be  obliged  to  bring  the 
question  up  again. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  109 ; 
Noes,  163.    (Division  List  No.  80,) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Ainnworth,  John  Stirling 
.Vllen,  Charles  P. 


AYES. 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 


Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshin) 

Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 
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Bolandy  John 
Biigg,  John 

Biawn»  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Arniagh,  S.) 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawlejy  Frederick 
Channingp  Francis  AUston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Orean,  Engene 
Ctemer,  William  Randal 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dilke,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobbie,  Joseph 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Evans,  Samael  T.  (Glamorgan) 
field,  \^lliam 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ems  J. 
Hammond,  John 
Harrington,  Timothy 
HATWOod,  Georae 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heune,  Nonral  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhouse,  C  £.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Hominian,  Frederick  John 


,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-For8ter,Rt.Hn.HaghO. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
AtkinBon,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,RtHon.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
Bculey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfonr,Rt.  Hon.A.  J.(Manoh'r 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.G}eraldW(Leed8 
Balfour, Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbory,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodriok,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.(Derbyshire 
Chapman,  Edward 
CSare,  Octaviut  Leigh 
C3ive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane^  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cofl^l,  Douglaa^Harry 
Coltings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnCR. 
CcHsUm^  Chas.  Edw.  H  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Craig,Cbarle8  Curtis  ( An1zim,S. 
Croesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Sayile 
Cust»  Henry  John  C 
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Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 

Jones,  William  (Carnarronshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Eolbride,  Denis 

Lambert,  C^r^  , 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (ComwaU) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lund  on,  W. 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M*Crae,  (jieorge 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Killop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Ourmarthen) 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Donnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 

O'Malley,  WilUam 

O'Mara,  James 

Partington,  Oswald 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
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Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,Sir Horatio  D.(Chatha^ 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dicksoo,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  .^Jkers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.Sir  William  Hart 
Faber,  Edmuud  B.  (Hants.  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Mano'r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Fiulay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortesoue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  WiUiam 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Gardner,  Ernest- 
GUxl8on,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
(^rdon,Hn.  J.E.(Elgin  &Naim) 
Gordon,Maj  £\  ans-lT'rH'mlets 
Gk)re,Hn.G.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbuiy ) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hamilton,Marq.of(L'nd'nderry 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th) 
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Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterfora> 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Schwann,  Charles  £. 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Slack,  John  Bamford 

Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(Northants 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 

Tillet,  Louis  John 

Tomkinson,  James 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 

Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 

Wason,  Jn.  Oathcart  (Orkney) 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
I  Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
I  Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
'  Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
I  Woodhou8e,Sir  J.T(Huddersf d 

I  Tbllsbs  for  thb  Ay»s — Mr. 
I      Courtenay  Warner  and  Mr. 
Dalziel. 


Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard(Hanley 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,  N.W. 
Hender8on,Sir  A.(StaflFord,  W.) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hope,J.  F.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Hoz!er,Hon.  James  Heniy  Cecil 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhooso 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kerr,  John 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,Sir  Jo8eph(Monm'th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Law9on,JohnGrant(  York8,N.  R 
Lee,  Arthur  H.(  Hants.,Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
Le(i:ge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lohg,Col.  Charles  W.(Eve8ham 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Bristol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas  Reginald  J.  (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,RtHn.SirH.E.(Wigt'n 
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Maxwell,  W.J.H  (Dumfriesshire 
Milner,  Rt.Hoii.SirFrederickG. 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Morgan,  David  J.  ( Walthamstow 
Morpeth,  Visoount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Ayhner 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
MaiTay,Rt.HnA.  Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 


{COMMONS} 

Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,Hon.  M  W.(Stalybridge 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
SackviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Ma^lebone,  W.) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas  . 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
i  Spear,  John  Ward 
I  Stanley,  Rt.Hon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (CJhiohester) 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
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Tuff,  Ghariea 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viaoount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.8irWilliam  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,Lt.-CoLA.aB.(Tauntott 
Welby,Sir  Charles  G.E.  (Notts. ) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Wilson, A.  Stonley  (York,  E.R > 
Wrightson,  Sir  lliomas 
WyUe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 

TSLLBBS    FOR    THX    N0B8 — 

Sir  Alexander  Aol&nd- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Ailwyo 
Fellowes. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  said  that  the 
cost  of  submarine  services  charged  on 
this  Vote  amounted  this  year  to 
£73,000,  which  shewed  a  reduction  on 
last  year  of  £37,700.  He  welcomed  that 
reduction,  if  it  were  an  indication  of  a 
change  of  policy  with  regard  to  submarine 
mines  in  the  hands  of  soldiers.  He  felt 
very  strongly  on  this  question  of 
submarine  mines.  The  whole  policy  of 
submarine  mines  was  to  close  ports. 
That  might  be  a  good  policy  for  a  weak 
nation,  6ut  not  for  a  great  sea  Empire  like 
ours,  whose  policy  should  be  to  keep  our 
ports  open.  It  had  been  plainly  shown 
during  peace  operations  that  soldiers, 
knowing  nothing  of  ships,  were  not  the 
people  to  handle  such  weapons  as 
submarine  mines.  He  remembered  a  story 
told  by  Lord  Charles  Beresford  that  he 
once  got  a  message  from  a  military 
officer  saying,  "For  Gk>d's  sake  take 
your  ship  out  of  that  position,  because 
it  is  on  the  top  of  one  of  my  submarine 
mines.''  In  this  connection  he  could 
not  help  referring  to  events  passing  in 
the  Far  East,  and  expressing  the  sym- 
pathy they  all  felt  for  the  gallant  men 
who  had  suffered  a  great  disaster,  and 


the  gallant  Admiral  who  had  fallen. 
Though  they  did  not  yet  know  all  the  facts,, 
they  did  know  that  one  of  the*  Russian 
ships  was  sunk  by  one  of  her  own  sub- 
marine  mines.  Surely,  then,  it  was  time 
for  us  to  wake  up  to  the  importance  of 
this  question  and  the  policy  of  submarine 
mines,  first,  as  regards  its  applicability 
on  an  extensive  scale  to  British  ports; 
I  and  second,  of  the  necessity  of  having 
I  them  in  the  hands,  not  of  soldiers,  but 
of  men  who  had  received  a  naval  training. 


Sir  CHARLES  DII-KE  said  that 
his  right  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
seemed  to  think  that  they  might 
be  faced  with  the  fact  that  in  the  event  of 
war  the  British  Army  would  be  the 
gravest  enemy  of  the  British  Navy.  The 
difficulty  of  soldiers  recognising  their  own 
ships  was  known  to  all  sailors.  It  was 
almost  impossible  to  teach  the  soldiera 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  other 
countries,  to  distinguish  the  ships  of  their 
own  fleet  from  foreign  ships.  The  ques- 
tion, however,  was  one  obviously  of  the 
greatest  difficulty.  There  was  a  tendency 
at  the  present  time  to  rely  on  mining  for 
the  defence  of  ports,  but  he  agreed  that 
the  duties  which   had  to  be  carried  out 
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on  water  would  probably  be  better  con- 
daoted  by  men  trained  to  the  sea  than 
by  the  Boyal  Ei^pneen,  and  he  was  sore 
that  the  Secretary  for  War,  who  had 
been  connected  with  both  services,  would 
give  tiie  question  his  earnest  attention. 


♦Mr.  ARN0LD-F0R8TER  said  he 
would  answer  the  question  at  once. 
Hub  was  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  touched  upon  that  evening. 
The  redaction  of  the  Vote  was  the  result 
of  the  suspension  of  the  policy  hitherto 
prevailing,  and  was  in  consequence  of 
the  decision  arrived  at  that  the  matter 
should  be  investigated  before  the  system 
was  indefinitely  prolonged.  He  did  not 
think,  however,  that  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  was  justified  in  saying  that 
in  the  event  of  war  the  British  Army 
might  prove  the  greatest  enemy  of  the 
British  Navy.  If  there  was  a  danger,  he 
thought  that  it  was  more  likely  to  be 
created  by  the  Navy  than  by  the  Army. 
On  behalf  of  the  Department  he  could 
say  that  nothing  would  be  more  con- 
genial to  the  views  of  the  War  Office  than 
that  it  should  be  divested  of  the  duty  of 
controlling  the  naval  defence  of  strictly 
naval  ports.  The  subject  was  one  of 
great  difficulty,  and  it  could  only  be  satis- 
factorily solved  by  an  agreement  between 
the  two  services,  which  was  likely  to  be 
effected  through  the  Committee  of  De- 
fence. As  to  the  mixed  defence  of  a 
maritime  port,  he  had  in  his  mind  many 
specific  instances  of  ports  which  in  war 
must  be  used  principally  by  the  Navy, 
and  he  drew  a  distinction  between  these 
ports  and  other  commercial  ports  occa- 
rionaUy  used  by  the  ships  of  the  Navy. 
He  beUeved  that  the  chances  of  confusion 
were  very  great  in  ports  where  the  shore 
defences  and  the  maritime    submarine 


defences  were  controlled  by  the  Army, 
and  to  which  access  was  imperatively 
demanded  at  any  hour  of  the  night  or 
day  by  the  ships  of  the  Navy.  His  view 
was  that  a  solution  would  ultimately  be 
found  by  an  arrangement  in  the  direction 
he  had  indicated,  that  the  defence  of 
maritime  ports  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  maritime  authority,  who  alone  could 
work  in  full  sympathy  with  naval  com- 
manders and  be  acquainted  with  tides 
and  other  matters  in  relation  to  seaman- 
ship and  naval  requirements,  while  the 
defence  of  fortresses  qua  fortresses  would 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Army.  If  he 
had  been  betrayed  into  speaking  his 
mind  openly  on  this  question,  he  hoped 
his  words  would  not  be  interpreted  into  a 
statement  that  the  question  was  in  a 
state  when  such  an  arrangement  could  be 
adopted;  but  he  hoped  consideration 
might  result  in  an  arrangement  more 
satisfactory  to  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
than  the  one  which  was  so  distasteful  to 
him  and  which  was  so  little  based  on  the 
true  theory  and  practice  of  war. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  (ComwaL 
Camborne)  asked  if  it  was  intended  to  ask 
for  any  more  money  for  the  Somaliland 
expedition  ? 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  none 
was  asked  for  in  this  Vote. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,918,000, 
be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  for  the  Staff  for  Engineer 
Services,  and  Expenditure    for    Royal 
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Engineer  Works,  Buildings,  and  Repairs,  State  had  buried,  or  had  pronounoed  a 
at  home  and  abroad  (including  Pur-  funeral  oration  over,  six  Army  Oorps. 
chases),  which  will  come  in  course  of  |  What  an  extraordinary  contrast  to  the 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  I  important  debates  which  ushered  them 
31st  day  of  March,  1905.*'  into  existence!    He  questioned  whether 

the  subject  would  have  been  so  treated 

*8«CHARLBSDILKB8aidhenoticed   '"^  *^«  "«»'*  hon. Gentleman's  colleague. 

that  expenditure   under  the  Vote  was  i  *''«   ^^  Secretary  of  State   for  War, 

,       J  *    J-  •  •  J*      X    i.1.  been    sittinff  in   his  usual   place.     The 

classed  in  divisions  corresponding  to  the  ®  .     .      -•  . 

.  ^  i.  w      -i.  -1.1  whole  scheme  was  now  dismissed  m  a 

Army  Corps  system.     Was  it  possible 

.    .  J        i_  X  i.  XI.     contemptuous  fashion.     Its  author  had 

yet  to  say  under  what  arrangement  the  ^ 

,T.  ,j,  -jj'/i.       o  been  contemptuously  discarded  for  the 

Votes  would  be  provided  in  future  ?  r  .^ 

i  present  Secretary  of  State,  and  it  only 

.  remained  to  be  seen  how  long  the  new 

♦Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  it  was   system  would  last.    These  eight  divisions 

not  proposed  to  continue  the  classification,    niight  be   set  aside   the  day   after  to- 


In  future  the  Estimates  would  be  pre- 
pared in  reference  to  districts,  which  in 


morrow,    and    they    would    have    new 
Estimates  in  a  new  form,  new  works 


general  outline  would  correspond  with  promoted  on  a  new  scale,  and  the 
those  in  the  Report  of  Lord  Esher's  Com-  country  committed  to  more  barracks  as 
mittee.  The  exact  form  was  under  con-  it  was  committed  to  the  late  scheme, 
sideration,  the  Army  Corps  organisation  He  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  Urge 
would  not  be  continued,  and  there  would  item  for  the  Engineer  staff.  So  far  as  he 
be  substituted  for  it  another  form  of  ,  understood,  they  were  mainly  Engineer 
divisions  not  based  on  the  Army  Corps  officers  in  civil  or  ^t^m'-civil  employment 
organisation.  whose  services  ought  to  be  borne  on  the 

Votes  for  other  departments. 
Mb.  peel  asked  for  information  in 
reference  to  the  construction  of  barracks  ♦Colonel  WELBY  commented  on 
at  Ted  worth  on  Salisbury  Plain.  He  the  item  for  window  blinds  for  officers' 
also  asked  whether  the  whole  policy  quarters.  He  said  it  was  apparently 
of  keeping  such  a  large  force  for  an  enormous  sum,  the  expenditure  of 
exercise  on  Salisbury  Plain  was  to  be  re-  which  was  to  be  spread  over  four 
considered.  He  explained  that  he  spent  years,  and  he  would  like  to  know  i^ 
five  weeks  there  last  year  and  had  come  officers  themselves  would  have  to  provide 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  not  '  renewals  when  the  blinds  were  worn  out. 
possibly  have  a  worse  place  in  which  to  '  He  pointed  out  that  this  item  of  £48,000 
permaneptly  station  a  large  number  of  j  should  show  those  who  were  in  favour  of 
infantry.  It  was  a  most  depressing  and  providing  officers  with  furniture,  how 
lonely  place  and  would  lead  to  a  large  great  the  cost  to  the  country  of  that 
number  of  desertions.  |  system  was. 

Mr.    CHARLES    HOBHOUSE    said       Mr.    LAMBERT   (Devonshire,  South 
that  in  a  single  sentence  the  Secretary  of '  Molton)  asked  whether  the  Secretary  tor 
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War  oonld  state  that  all  ezpendittue  for 
oonstmction  under  the  Army  Corps 
system  had  been  stopped  and  whether 
any  other  expenditure  would  be  inourred 
in  putting  the  new  scheme  in  force. 

♦Mm.  ARN0LD-F0R8TER  said  he 
entirely  declined  to  accept  the  description 
given  by  the  hon.  Hiember  for  East 
Bristol  of  what  he  had  just  said.  He 
was  guilty  of  no  discourtesy.  He  was 
asked  a  plain  and  simple  Question  and 
he  had  given  a  plain  and  simple  answer, 
and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  might 
have  spared^  him  such  a  reflection. 
With  regard  to  the  barracks  on  Salisbury 
Plain,  he  had  stopped  the  construction 
of  any  further  infantry  barracks  there, 
and  also  at  Stobs  in  Scotland.  He 
thought  it  was  undesirable,  except 
on  grounds  of  the  strictest  military 
necessity,  to  quarter  troops  in  these  un- 
attractive localities.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Molton,  he  thought  there  had  been  no 
cost  incurred  in  connection  with  the 
Army  Corps  scheme  which  would  become 
a  bad  debt;  that  was  to  say, no  cost  had 
been  incurred  which  would  not  be  use- 
fully employed  under  any  system  which 
might  be  decided  on.  He  could  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  his  alarm,  lest  the 
adoption  of  a  new  S3r8tem  should  create 
a  new  cost  which  would  outweigh  the 
economy  likely  to  be  effected,  was  un- 
founded. Unless  all  his  calculation^  were 
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careful  inquiry  made  into  the  matters 
he  mentioned. 


Mr.  WHITLEY  asked  if  any  contracts 
had  been  entered  into  in  connection  with 
the  Army  Corps  scheme  which  had  been 
so  suddenly  stopped. 

Mr.  ARN0IJ)-F0RSTER  said  that 
the  hon.  Member  might  understand  that. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  said  he  thought  it  was 
rather  curious  that  the  sudden  stopping 
of  the  Army  Corps  scheme  should  have 
been  announced  to  the  House  in  such  an 
informal  manner.  There  was  on  tiie 
Table  of  the  House  a  Resolution  affirming 
in  the  most  solemn  manner  that  it  was 
desirable  to  have  the  Army  Corps 
system.  He  would,  therefore,  suggest 
that  the  Covernment  should  take  formal 
action  to  rescind  that  Resolution.  He 
desired  to  direct  attention  to  the  increase 
in  Item  A.  for  Engineers  in  North  China. 
Did  it  indicace  that  a  new  development 
of  policy  in  that  country  was  being 
adopted  t  If  so,  some  information  should 
be  given  to  the  House  on  the  subject. 
He  would  move  a  reduction  of  the  item  by 
£100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  Item  A  (Salaries,  etc.,  of  the  Staff 
for  Engineer  Services)  be  reduced  by 
£100."— (Mr.  Whitley.) 


Mr.   ARNOLD-FORSTER    said  that 

Great  Britain,  like  other  Powers,   was 
mistaken  the  result  of  the  economy  would  [  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^1,3,  ^f  ^^p,  ^ 

be  substantial.    He  would  take  into  con- !  gy^^  and  associated  with  them  were 
sideration  the  remarks  of  his  hon.  and  j  some  Engineer  officers,  who    naturally 


gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Taunton, 
and  if  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend  would 
put  down  a  Question  he  would  have 


came  under  this  Vote. 


Question  put. 
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Abraham,  William  (Cork^N.E.) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Oiarlee  P. 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Sngg)  John 

Brown,  George  M.  (Ediuborgh) 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Oawley,  Frederick 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Ensene 

Oemer,  William  Randal 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

I>ayie^  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,Charl«»8  Ramsay(Qalw'y 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Field,  William 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Puller,  J.  M.  F. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Hammond,  John 

Harmsworth,  B.  lieioester 

Harrington,  Timothy 


AYES. 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Heime,  Nerval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Duriiam) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Jones,  WilUam  (Carnarvonshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  Sir  WUfrid  (Cornwall) 

Lavland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lundon,  W. 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  ((Carmarthen) 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Jo<«eph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

0'Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 

0'Brien,Patrick(Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperwy,  N.) 

O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 


O'MaUey,  William 

0*Mara,  James 

O'Sbee,  James  John 

Partington,  Oswald 

Power,  Patarick  Joseph 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L  (develand) 

Shaokleton,  David  James 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Slack,  John  Bamford 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Raddiffe) 

Thomas,David  Alfred(Merthyr  ) 

Ure,  Alexander 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wason,John  Cathcari  (Orknej) 

Weir,  James  GaUoway 

White.  Luke  (Ywk,  E.R.) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R. ) 

Woodhou8e,SirJ.T.(HuddergPd 

Tbllbbs  fob  thb  Aybs — 
Mr.  Whitiey  and  Mr. 
Charles  Hobhouse. 


NOES. 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amo]d.Forstor,Rt.Hn.HughO. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.(Manch*r 
Balfonr,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blundell  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.(Derbyshire 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Colling«,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Oolonib,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnQR. 
Craig,  CSiarles  Curtis  (Antrim,  S 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Davies,SirHoratio  D.(Chatham 
Dewar,Sir  T.  R.(Tower  Hamlets 


Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  Cieorge 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A,  Akers- 
Dyke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart 
Fergusson,Rt  Hn.SirJ.(Manc*r 
I  Finch,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzroy,Hon,  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Syier,  John  Arthur 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gk>dson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon3n.J,E.(£lgm  &Naim) 
Gordon,Maj  Evan8-(T'rH'mlets 
Ck2re,Hn  G.R.aOrmsby-(Salop 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hamilton,Marq.of(L*nd'nderry 
Hare,  Thomas  Leig^ 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th) 
Hay,  Hon.  CSaude  George 
Heath, Arthur  Howard  (Hanley 
Heath,  James  (Stoffords.  N.W. 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W. 


Hermon-Hodge,  SirHobert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
HoFMB,J.F.(Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Hozier,Hon.  James  Homy  Cecil 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  daverhouse 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrenoe,SirJosef^  (Monm*th) 
Lawson,JohnGraat(York8,N.B 
Lee,  Arthui  H.(Hants.,Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Hcneage 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Co1.  Caiarles  W.(  Evesham 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,& ) 
Lonadale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Laoa8,ReginaldJ.  (Portsmouth ) 
]>tteltoQ»  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
mcdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A  W. 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
Malcolm*  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
ICassey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,  W.J.  H.  ( Dumfriesshire 
Mihier,Rt  Hon.SirFrederiok  Q. 
Morgan,DavidJ.(Waltham8tow 
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Morpeth*  Viscount 
Mamon,  Jamee  Archibald 
Morton,' Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  WUHam  Arthur  • 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Qray  CL 
Munts,  Sir  Philip  A. 
MiiiTay,Rt  Hn.A.Graham(Bate 
Moiray,  Charles  J.  (Corentiy) 
Niohokon,  William  Graham 
Pahner,  Walter  (Salisbnry) 
Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt-Higc^,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Ftetyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryee-Jonee,  Lt-CoL  Edward 
Vjm^C  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederio  Game 


{14  April  1904} 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renwick,  George 
Rid]ey,Hon.M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
Robertoon,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackrille,  CoL  S.  G.  Stoplord- 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,Maj.  J.E.B.  (Isle  of  Wight 
Sharoe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
8tanley,Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes,) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
TomUnson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  BL 
Tuff,  Charles 


(Annual)  Bill. 
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Tuke,  ffir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wahrond,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  £. 
Welby,Lt.-CoLA.C.E.(Tauntoii 
Welby.Sir  Charles  G.E.(Nott<'.) 
Wilson,A.  Stanley  (York,  KR  ) 
Wortiey,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wri^tson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrcmg 
Younger,  William 

Tkllbbs  fob  the  Nobs — 
Sir  Alexander  Acland- 
Hood  and  Mr.  Ailwyn 
Fellowes. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

•  Mr.  COURTENAT  WARNER  said  he  \ 
did  not  quite  understand  the  reply  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  reference  to  ' 
Item  C.  i 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  ihe  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  also  report  Pro- 
gress; to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Question  [13th  April],  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
said  that  the  Bill  was  mainly 
legislation  by  reference,  against  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  indepen- 
dent Member  to  prote^  on  every  available 
occasion.  As  it  stood,  it  was  absolutely 
imponible  ion  any  hon.  Member  to  under- 
stand precisely  what  the  Bill  meant.    He 


understood  that  some  Memorandum  had 
been  issued,  and  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  explain  what  the  Amendments 
were ;  but  that  was  not,  in  his  opinion,, 
sufficient.  He  hoped  that  next  year  all 
the  Amendments  would  be  embodied  in 
the  Bill.  With  reference  to  Courts  of 
inquiry  conducted  by  Volunteer  officers^ 
he  thought  there  was  confusion  as  to  the 
form  in  which  such  inquiries  should  be 
carried  on.  The  main  point  was  whether 
officers  conducting  such  inquiries  could 
compel  witnesses  to  take  an  oath.  It 
was  obviously  improper  that  Volunteer 
officers  should  compel  witnesses  to  be 
sworn  when  they  had  no  power.  He 
hoped  some  guidance  would  be  given  by 
the  Attomey-Qeneral  in  the  matter. 
Only  last  year  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  voted  against  the  Bill,  and 
made  a  most  impassioned  appeal  against 
it.  He  himself  wished  to  protest  against 
the  Bill  being  taken  at  such  an  hour. 

The  attorney-general  (Sir 
RoBBBT  FiNLAY,  luvemess  Burghs)  said 
he  would  point  out  that  this  was 
not  a  case  of  legislation  by  reference, 
but  of  amending  a  statute  which 
already  existed.  A  series  of  Amend- 
ments was  proposed,  and  the  effect 
and    object     of  the    Amendments  wab. 
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The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THB  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bbomuby 
Davenport,  Cheshire,  Macclesfield)  said 
that  all  the  inf ormatioii  was  contained  in 
the  schedule.  Th'^  soldier's  breakfast 
consisted  of  half  a  pound  of  bread  and  a 
cup  of  tea. 


explained       in       the        Memorandum. 

He     agreed     that      the      Army     Act 

should    be    reprinted,    because    in    its 

present  form  it  was  not  easily  intelligible. 

With  regard  to  the  other  point  raised,  it 

was  true  to  say  that  statutory  authority 

was  wanted  for  the  administration  of  an 

oath.    Administration  of  the  oath  had 

only  taken  place  in  the  case  of  Volunteers       Question  put,  and  agreed  u>. 

in  two  cases  at  the  outside,  and  where  it ' 

had  taken  place  it  had  been  through  i      Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  oommitted 

inadvertence.    It  was,  however,  in  the  \  for  Monday  next. 

interests  of  the  Volunteers  generally,  and  i  

more  particularly  of  the  accused,  that  the  | 

evidence  should  be  on  oath,  but  it  might  WORKMEN'S  TRAINS, 

be  a  question  whether  the  Volunteer  Acts  |  Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be 
should  not  be  altered  so  as  to  confer  the  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  working 
power  of  administering  an  oath.  He  was  j  ^^  ^^^^g^^^ion  of  The  Cheap  Trains 
authorised  to  say  that  care  should  be  |  ^^^^  ^ggj^  ^^^  ^  ^p^rt  whether  any, 
taken  in  the  future  that  nothing  not ,  ^j,d,iif  so,  what.  Amendments  are  reason- 
strictly  legal  within  the  powers  conferred  I  ^ble  and  necessary  to  improve  the 
on  the  authorities  in  Courts  of  inquiry  |  ^^^^  ^j  Workmen's  Trains  in  the 
should  be  done.  |  Metropolis  and  elsewhere,  and  to  secure 

the  provision  of  the  accommodation  re- 

Mr.  J.  H.LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) said  i  quired  by    workmen    by    all    Railway 
he  wished  to  congratulate  the  War  Office  I  Companies, 
on  the  improvements  in  procedure  which 

had  been  announced.  They  would  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowles,  Mr.  Oallo- 
remove  many  of  the  difficulties  connected  way,  Mr.  Levertx>n  Harris,  Mr.  Bonar 
with  legislation  by  reference.  He  quite  Law,  Mr.  Levy,  Colonel  Lockwood,  Mr. 
recognised  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Lough,  Mr.  Nannetti,  Captain  Norton, 
War  was  doing  all  he  oould  to  alter  the  Mr.  Peel,  Mr.  Matthew  Ridley,  Sir  Harry 
existing  system  in  that  respect.  Samuel,  Mr.  Sheehan,  Mr.  Ure,  and  Sir 

Thomas    Wrightson    were    accordingly 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said  •  nominated  members  of  the  Committee, 
with  reference  to  the  schedules  contain- 
ing the  prices    to    be  paid  to  licensed        Ordered,   That   the  Committee  have 
victuallers     for     soldiers'    rations,    the  |  POwer  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
Secretary     of      State     had      made     a  "®^^^- 
promise  which  he  hoped  would  be  carried 

out.  Only  lid.  was,  however,  allowed  for  |      ^^^^^  ^*  '^^^  "^  «^«  quorum.- 
a  soldier's  breakfast,  and  the  Committee  ' 

were  entitled  to  know  what  was  provided  ._.         .   ^^    ^  •       .    . 

^  Adjoumed  at  twMity-six  minutM 

for  it.  after  Twelve  o*olook 

Sir  Bobert  Finlay, 
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•  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
,  Petitions   for  Private    Bills,  and  to  be 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED    PRIVATE    BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (PETITION  FOR  AD- 
DITIONAL PROVISION)  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
ports from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of 
the  Petitions  for  additional  Provision  in 

k  the  following  Bills,  the  Standing  Orders 
have  not  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 
Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway 

:  Bill;    Tottenham    Improvement    Bill.  , 
Ordered,  That  the  Reports  be  referred  to  . 

I  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders.  | 

I  Acton  Improvement  Bill.  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Charing  Cross,  Enston,  and  Hampstead 

Railway  Bill  (King's  Consent  signified). 

*  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

"^ 

Cobey  Hatch  Gas  Bill.    Read  the  third 

time,  and  passed. 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill.    Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
I  (No.  1)  Bill.  Read  a  second  time,  and 
-a  committed. 

r      Tiocal  Government  Provisional  Orders 
^  (No.  3).     Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provi- 
I  sional  Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
^  Board    relating    to    the    Earsdon,    the 
'^  Hanky,  Stoke,    Fenton,    and  Longt^n, 
<  the  Henley  and  Wallingford,  the  Wal- 
^  lingford  and  Crowmarsh,  and  the  Whit- 
church and  District  Joint  Hospital  Dis- 
tricts.   Ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Orant  Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter  Long. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
<No.  3)  Bill.  "  To  confirm  certain  Provi- 
sional Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  relating  to  the  Earsdon,  the  Han- 
ley,  Stoke,  Fenton,  and  Longton,  the 
Henley  and  Wallingfotd,  the  Walling- 
ford and  Crowmarsh,  and  the  Whitxjhurch 
And  District  Joint  Hospital  Districts." 
I^resented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
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printed.    [Bill  152.] 

East  London  and  Lower  Thames  Elec- 
j  trio  Power   Bill.      Reported  [Preamble 
not    proved];    Report  to  lie  upon  the 
i  Table. 

j  PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  C). 

'  Mr.  Cawley  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  C  of  Private  Bills, 
That  Mr.  Remnant^  one  of  the  Members 
of  the  said  Committee,  was  not  present 

'  during  the  sitting  of  the  Committee  this 
day. 

;      Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  (1901) 
I  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL) 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ; 
from Bamsley  (two) ;  Falkirk;  Rochester; 
Eccles;  Mere;  Kilburn;  Weymouth; 
,  Tenbury  ;  Cheetham ;  Staincross ;  Helens- 
burgh ;  Rutherglen ;  Llanganor ;  Stran- 
raer ;  Kirkintilloch  ;  Berwick-on-Tweed  ; 
Newton  Heath ;  Potton ;  Lochgilphead ; 
Birmingham  ;  Ashton  -  under  -  Lyne ; 
Street;  Wibsey;  Gravesend;  Portobello  ; 
Manchester;  Lewin's  Mead;  Hatfield 
Broad  Oak ;  Briton  Ferry ;  Neath  ;  Tabor 
Bryncaws ;  Maesteg ;  and  Nantymoel ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

t  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favoui 
I  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

I  MORTGAGE  OF  PREMISES  BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

;  K  ATINC;  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table. 

!  SALE  OF  BUTTEl^  BILL. 

Petitions  against ;   from  Birmingham ; 
;  and  Cannock ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

M  . 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


LOCAL  TAXATION  ACCOUNT. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  17th  March;  Mr,  NanneUi]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  126.] 

BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  3rd  March ;  Mr,  John  Motley] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  127.] 

ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum  Ex- 
planatory of  Amendments  proposed   to 
the  Army  Act." — (Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forster.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
125.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES, 


The  King-Harman  Estate. 
Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.): 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
William  H.  Plant,  tenant  of  part  of  the 
lands  of  Toome  and  Barry  on  the  King- 
Harman  (Kenagb)  Estate;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  in  the  Pink  Schedule  these 
lands  are  described  as  of  very  poor 
quality,  and  that  the  tenant  on  being 
pressed  to  purchase  at  the  same  price  as 
the  good  lands  on  this  estate  wrote  to 
the  solicitors  offering  to  do  so  if  the 
holding  was  inspected  by  an  officer  of 
the  Estates  Commission;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  direct  that  before  this  sale  is  given 
effect  to,  inspection  will  be  made. 

(Anstvered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  No 
agreement  to  purchase  has  yet  been 
lodged  by  this  tenant.  There  are  no 
Pink  Schedules  attached  to  the  fair-rent 
files  in  his  case.  Should  the  vendor 
apply  that  the  holding  in  question  be 
excluded  from  the  lands  to  be  declared 
an  estate,  the  circumstances  and  offer 
made  to  the  tenant  will  be  carefully 
considered  and  inquired  into  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners. 


Salvage  of  Damaged  Submarines. 

'      Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chestei) :  To  ask 

I  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 

I  submarine     vessels     belonging    to    His 

I  Majesty's  Fleet  are  so  fitted  that  they 

may  be  easily  grappled  and  raised  in  the 

,  evei^t  of  their  being  so  injured  that  the 

crew  are  unable  to  bring  their  vessel  to 

the    surface;    whether    Al    Submarine 

'  could  have  been  raised  to  the  surface 

;  within  forty- eight  hours  in  the  event  of 

I  her  crew  having  survived  the  shock  of 

I  collision ;    and    whether    His   Majesty's 

,  Fleet     possesses     any    special     salvage 

vessels    or    apparatus    for    the    speedy 

recovery  of  vessels  sunk   in  a  harbour 

fairway  during  war-time,  or  whether  they 

are   entirely   dependent    upon    private 

firms  for  such  work.  , 

I 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Preiyman.)  No 
,  special  means  are  provided,  these  vessels 
are  easily  grappled  owing  to  their  shape, 
,  In  the  case  of  the  Al  no  difficulty  was 
!  experienced  in  passing  hawsers  under  the 
vessel  and  attaching  to  lighters,  and  this 
was  done  by  the  dockyard ;  but,  through 
the  send  of  the  sea,  the  hawsers  parted, 
and  the  Commander-in-Chief  then  re- 
ported that  there  was  no  alternative  but 
regular  salvage  operations.  With  regard 
to  the  second  part  of  the  Question,  it  is 
impossible  to  say;  the  crew  of  the  Al 
were  probably  drowned  at  once.  The 
Admiralty  have  no  special  salvage  vessels 
and  are  dependent  on  private  firms  for 
such  work.  At  each  dockyard  port, 
however,  there  are  very  experienced 
divers,  and  a  number  of  craft,  that  could 
be  utiUsed  for  raising  vessels. 

Construction  of  Battleships  by  Foreign 
Countries. 

Mr.  YERBURGH:  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
battleships  now  under  construction  in 
Russia  number  nine,  in  Germany  eight,  in 
the  United  States  thirteen,  and  in  Great 
Britain  eight ;  whether  the  projected 
battleships  are  for  Russia  four,  for 
Germany  two,  for  the  United  States  one, 
and  for  Great  Britain  two,  making  the 
total  of  battleships  building  and  projected 
for  Russia  thirteen,  for  Germany  ten,  for 
the  United  States  fourteen^  and  for  Great 
Britain  ten;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can 
state  the  total  tonnage  of  the  battleships 
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building  and  projected  for  each   of  the 
above  countries. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
is  *' Yes."  The  projected  battleships  for 
Great  Britain  ami  United  States  are  as 
stated  in  the  hon.  Member's  Question, 
but  nothing  is  known  of  any  projected 
battleships  for  Russia  and  Germany 
beyond  the  four  recently  laid  down  by 
Russia  and  the  two  by  Germany,  and 
which  are  included  in  the  total  of  battle- 
ships building.  The  total  tonnage  of 
battleships  building  and  projected  is  : — 
Gieat  Britain,  187,000 ;  Russia,  125,270 ; 
Germany,  103,976;  United  States, 
209,180. 

Salvage  of  Submarine  A 1. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 
are  the  Admiralty  aware  that  there  are 
in  existence  British  Salvage  Companies 
of  great  experience  and  proved  ability ; 
and  can  he  explain  why  none  of  these 
companies  was  called  upon  to  undertake 
the  raising  of  the  sunken  Submarine  A  1 ; 
and  why  the  work  was  committed  to  the 
Swedish  Neptune  Salvage  Company  of 
Stockholm  without  any  opportunity 
being  afforded  to  any  British  company 
to  undertake  it. 

(Afmcered  by  Mr,  Pretyman,)  The 
Admiralty  is  aware  of  the  existence  of 
qualified  British  Salvage  Companies, 
and  has  already  made  use  of  their  ser- 
vices. But  the  Neptune  Salvage  Com- 
pany were  successful  in  raising  H.M.S. 
*'Howe"  in  1893,  aud  having  one  of 
their  ships  (the  **  Belos  ")  at  Portsmouth 
at  the  time  of  the  recent  accident,  their 
offer  was  accepted  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  so  as  not  to  lose  valuable  time. 

Morning  Delivery  of  Letters  in  the  City 
of  London. 

Mr.  ALBAN  GIBBS  (London):  To 
ask  the  Postmaster-Greneral  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  in  parts  of  the  City  of 
London,  the  morning  delivery  of  letters 
does  not  take  place  until  nine  o'clock  or 
later,  and  that  complaint  has  been 
Caused  thereby;  and  whether  he  will 
arrange  that  the  first  delivery  may  be 
concluded  earlier. 


!      (Answeted  by  Tjyrd  Stanley,)     I   find 

that  as  a  rule  the  bulk  of  the  letters  for 

I  the  first  delivery  in  the  City  of  London 

i  are  delivered   by  8.30  a.m.,  and  that, 

i  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  whole  of 

I  the  delivery  is  completed  by  about  8.45 

a.m.'    It  would   not  be   practicable   to 

j  afford  an  earlier  service  without  excluding 

I  a    large    number    of    letters    from    the 

I  delivery,  thereby   giving   rise   to  grave 

complaint. 

Board  of  Education  and  Proposed  New 
Voluntary  Schools. 

.      Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) :  To 
j  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
I  tion  what  decision  the  Board  has  come 
to  with  regard  to  the  application  to  pro- 
vide a  new  voluntary  school  at  Hay  ward's 
Heath. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson,)  The 
Board  is,  to-day,  informing  the  local 
education  authority  for  East  Sussex  of 
I  their  decision  that  the  present  deficiency 
!  of  school  accommodation  at  Hay  ward's 
Heath  will  best  be  met  by  the  immediate 
provision  of  a  council  school,  and  that^ 
on  hearing  from  the  local  authority  that 
they  are  prepared  to  provide  such  a 
school,  the  proposal  to  provide  a  new 
voluntary  school  will  be  refused. 

1  Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH:  To  ask  the 
[  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
what  decision  the  Board  has  come  to 
with  regard  to  the  application  to  provide 
a  new  voluntary  school  at  Barton-on- 
Hurober. 

[Ansicered  by  Sir  William  Anson,)  A 
public  inquiry  was  held  here  on  24th 
March.  The  Board  hope  to  receive  the 
report  very  shortly;  they  understand 
that  the  delay  in  receiving  it  is  due  to 
the  need  of  some  further  statistical 
information. 

Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
what  decision  the  Board  has  come  ta 
with  regard  to  the  application  to  provide 
a  new  voluntary  school  at  Plaistow. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  A 
public  inquiry  was  held  here  on  11th 
April.  The  report  of  the  inquiry  has 
not  yet  been  received. 
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Mr.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
what  decbion  the  Board  has  come  to  with 
regard  to  the  application  to  provide  a 
new  voluntary  school  at  Weymouth. 

(Answered  by  Sir  William  Anson.)  /The 
Board  are  in  communication  with  the 
local  authority,  and  no  decision  has  yet 
been  come  to. 

Bale  of  Green  Plovers  daring  the  Close 
Season. 
Mr.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  (Hampshire, 
New  Forest):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  he 
is  aware  that  last  week  several  dead 
;:;reen  plovers  were  being  offered  for  sale 
in  Leadenhall  Market  at  the  same  time 
as  their  eggs ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Wild  Birds  Pro- 
tection Acts,  he  will  inquire  into  the 
matter. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  I  have  caused  special  inquiry 
to  be  made,  and  am  informed  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  plover  recently 
killed  in  England  having  been  sold  in 
Leadenhall  Market,  and  that  the  plovers 
which  are  being  sold  there  are  frozen. 

Excise  and  Costoms  Bevenues  on  Liquor 
and  Druffs  in  India. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  will  state  what  was 
the  total  amount  of  the  net  Excise  and 
Customs  revenues  on  liquor  and  drugs 
consumed  in  India  during  the  years 
1901-2  and  1902-3. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
The  net  Excise  revenue  of  India  from 
liquors  and  drugs  for  1901-2  and  1902-3 
was  £4,025,770  and  £4,384,181  respec- 
tively. As  regards  Customs  revenue,  the 
receipts  from  drugs  other  than  opium  are 
not  stated  separately  in  the  accounts, 
but  are  included  with  those  from 
•chemicals,  dyes,  etc.  The  net  Customs 
revenue  from  liquors  and  opium  for 
1901-2  and  1902-3  was  £464,481  and 
1504,261  respectively. 

Salaries  of  Irish  School  TeacheiB- 
Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  8.):  To  ask 
the   Chief  Secretary  to   the  Lord-Lieu- 


tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
if  the  King's  Scholars  who  were  in  train- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  abolition  of  the 
results  system  received  any  special  con- 
sideration, in  view  of  the  fact  that  they 
signed  agreements  with  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  to  adopt  the 
teaching  profession;  whether  there  was 
an  understanding  that  their  initial 
salaries  would  depend  upon  their  classifi- 
cation and  position  in  school,  and  would 
in  most  cases  range  from  £70  to  £150; 
and  whether  they  have  been  paid  the 
initial  salary  of  £56  irrespective  of  their 
positions  as  principals  or  assistants. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham,)  I  am 
informed  by  the  Commissioners  that  in 
the  case  of  teachers  who  had  entered  as 
King's  Scholars  for  the  year  of  training 
1899-1900,  special  consideration  is  given 
to  any  promotion  in  classification  to 
which  they  would  have  been  entitled 
under  the  old  rules  when  fixing  their 
future  incomes  from  the  State.  -AH 
candidates  for  entrance  to  a  training 
college  must  make  a  declaration  that 
they  intend  bo7vt  fide  to  follow  the 
profession  of  teacher  in  national 
schools,  elementary  schools  in  Great 
Britain,  Army  or  Navy  schools,  Poor  Law 
schools,  industrial  or  reformatory  schools. 
There  is  not  at  present,  and  there  never 
was,  any  understanding  that  the  initial 
salaries  of  such  teachers  when  employed 
would  range  from  £70  to  £150  per  annum. 
The  incomes  of  such  teachers  vary  with 
the  circumstances  of  their  employment. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  liOrd-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  when 
teachers  entering  the  service  of  the 
National  Board  in  July,  1900,  and  re- 
ceiving favourable  reports  are  entitled  to 
an  increment,  and  £rom  what  date  the 
increment  will  accrue. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
claims  for  increments  of  good  service 
salary  of  teachers  entering  the  service  in 
July,  1900,  will  be  considered  this  year, 
and  if  increments  are  granted  they  will 
accrue  from  the  date  subsequent  to  July. 
1900,  on  which  the  teachers  have  com- 
pleted three  years'  good  service. 
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Hattmg  Accommodatioii  for  South 
African  Permanent  Qarriion. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if  there  exists  any 
Parliamentary  Paper  showing  the  hutting 
accommodation  being  pipvided  for  per- 
manent garrisons  at  various  stations  in 
South  Africa  other  than  Pretoria, 
Johannesburg,  Bloemfontein,  Cape  Town, 
Simon's  Bay,  Ladysmith,  and  Durban; 
what  force  is  to  be  kept  at  Potchefstroom, 
Standerton,  Middleburg,  Eroonstadt,  and 
Harrismith  respectively;  at  what  num- 
ber of  stations  it  is  intended  to  keep 
troops ;  and  whether  military  advice  has 
been  the  basis  of  the  decbion  as  to  the 
dispersal  of  troops. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forstet.)  (1)  No  Parliamentary  Paper 
his  been  issued  showing  the  hutting  ac- 
commodation which  is  being  provided 
for  the  permanent  garrison  for  South 
Africa.  (2)  The  force  to  be  kept  at  the 
stations  specified  in  the  second  Question 
is  as  follows  : — Potchefetroom  :  one 
regiment  cavalry,  three  batteries,  Royal 
Field  Artillery,  one  field  company,  Royal 
Engineers,  one  battalion  infantry.  Line. 
Standerton  :  one  regiment  mounted  in- 
fmtry,one  battery.  Royal  Field  Artillery 
(and  Brigade  Head  Quarters),  one  bat- 
talion infantry,  Royal  Garrison  Regi- 
ment. Middleburg  (Transvaal)  :  one 
regiment  mounted  infantry,  one  battery. 
Royal  Field  Artillery,  one  and  a  half 
battalions  infantry.  Line.  Kroonstadt : 
nil.  Middleburg  (Cape  Colony) :  one 
regiment  cavalry,  three  batteries,  Royal 
Field  Artillery,  one  field  company,  Royal 
Engineers,  one  battalion  infantry,  liine. 
Harrismith:  one  regiment  mounted 
infantry,  one  battery,  Royal  Field 
Artillery,  one  battalion  infantry,  Royal 
Garrison  Regiment.  (3)  The  follow- 
ing stations  in  addition  to  the 
above  have  been  allotted  permanent 
garrisons.  Pretoria  :  one  regiment 
cavalry,  two  batteries,  Royal  Horse 
Artillery,  one  field  troop,  one  field 
company,  one  telegraph  section,  Royal 
Engineers,  two  battalions  infantry,  Line, 
one  battalion  infantry,  Royal  (jarrison 
Regiment.  Bloemfontein  :  one  regiment 
cavalry,  three  batteries.  Royal  Field 
Artillery,  one  field  company.  Royal 
Engineers,  two  battalions  infantry  Line, 


one  battalion  infantry,  Royal  Garrison 
Regiment.  Barberto.i :  one  half  bat- 
talion infantry.  Line.  Naval  Base  (Cape 
Colony) :  two  companies.  Royal  Garrison 
Artillery,  one  fortress  company.  Royal 
Engineers,  two  battalions  infantry,  Line. 
(4)  The  above  distribution  of  the  troops 
is  based  on  military  advice. 


WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  BILL* 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.)  said 
that  in  moving  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  he  was  bound  to  confess  that  the 
subject  matter  of  it  was  somewhat  dull, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  exciting  in  it. 
It  was,  however,  a  Bill  of  considerable 
practical  irapDrtance — of  even  urgent 
practical  importance  to  lar.ue  classes  of 
the  community.  Except  for  the  last 
clause  in  it,  which  referred  to  the  metric 
system,  he  believed  there  was  no  portion 
of  the  Bill  which  would  be  considered  as 
otherwise  than  non-contentious.  The 
measure,  it  was  true,  touched — though 
only  to  a  very  slight  extent — up3n  very 
disputatious  questions.  It  touched,  for 
instance,  the  fiscal  question;  it  aho 
affected  the  religious  question,  because 
the  principles  embodied  in  a  just  system 
of  weights  and  measures  and  true 
balances  were  the  moral  foundation, 
more  or  less,  of  our  civilisation.  He 
thought  he  would  have  the  sympathy  of 
the  House  with  him  in  regard  to  the 
general  principles  of  the  Bill.  The 
measure  was  divided  up  into  three  parts. 
There  was  the  last  clause  to  which  he  had 
already  referred,  and  which  was  not  a 
vital  part  of  the  Bill;  and  another 
portion  which  referred  to  certain  small 
details,  the  object  being  to  supply 
omissions  in  the  present  Act.  They 
were  essentially  matters  of  detail  which 
had  cropped  up  in  the  course  of  the 
working  of  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Acts,  and  which  certainly  deserved  care- 
ful attention.  But  this,  after  all,  was  a 
matter  for  a  Committee  of  the  Hojise,  it 
did  not  involve  any  question  of  principle, 
and  he  did  not  think  he  need  take  up 
any  time  in  explaining  the  details  to  the 
House.  The  broad  question  with  which 
the  Bill  had  to  do  was  that  of  securing 
greater  uniformity  in  the  administration 
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of  the  Acta  relating  to  weights  and 
measures.  It  was,  of  course,  no  use 
having  a  uniform  system  of  weights  and 
measures  unless,  in  practice,  they  could 
secure  such  uniformity  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  system  as  would  give,  in 
practice,  that  which  was  supposed  to  be, 
in  theory,  secured.  For  instance,  in  one 
district  twenty  ounces  was  considered  to 
be  the  measure  of  a  pint,  and  in  another 
part  01  the  country  twenty-one  ounces, 
and,  how  could  they  get  uniformity  of 
standard  in  practice  unless  they  had 
equal  measures  of  capacity  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  country?  More- 
over, in  one  part  of  the  country  the 
balance  which  was  considered  to  be  a 
true  and  just  and  a  lawful  instrument  for 
measuring  weights  was  in  another  part 
considered  as  an  unjust  and  illegal 
instrument  for  ascertaining  weights. 
Here  again  they  had  uniformity  in 
theory,  but  not  in  practice.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill,  so  far  as 
it  might  be  saii  to  have  any  principle, 
had  reference  to  this  question  of  securing 
uniformity  of  procedure.  One  did  not 
<lesire  to  embarrass  the  local  authority  in 
the  detailed  administration  of  the  system. 
The  system  was  to  have  the  law  adminis- 
tered as  far  as  possible  by  the  local 
authorities  ;  but,  of  course,  the  central 
Government  would  like  to  secure  a  certain 
measure  of  uniformity  which  was  not  in- 
consistent with  perfect  freedom  on  the 
J 'art  of  the  authorities  who  were  to 
administer  the  law  on  the  lines  laid  down 
by  the  central  authority.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided for  securing  some  such  uniformity, 
and  it  would  give  power  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  make  regulations  with  reference 
to  the  administration  of  the  Acts,  and  it 
•.vould  also  supplement  those  Acts  with 
details  which  w^ould  carry  out  the 
principles  embodied  in  the  generalities 
of  the  existing  Acts.  That  was  a  system 
which  had  been  largely  adopted  for  legis- 
lative purposes. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of  place 
if  he  were  to  give  the  House  a  little 
sketch  of  the  history  of  this  matter 
as  it  stood  at  the  present  moment. 
The  flatter  had  been  considered  to  be 
urgent  for  some  ten  years  past.  The 
iii^t  Weights  and  Measure^  Act  was 
passed  in  1878;  there  was  a  second  Act 
in  1889,  and  in  the  early  nineties  it  was 
felt  that    so    many    discrcpdncies    and 

Mr,  Bousfidd, 


defects  had  be?n  developed  \i  practice 
that  further  legislation  was  necessary. 
The  matter  was  seriously  considerod  at 
that  time  by  a  conference  of  inspectors 
of  weights  and  measures  and  of  manu- 
facturers of  weighing  machines.  The 
inspectors  of  weights  and  measures  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
were  a  body  of  men  deejay  skilled  in 
their  particular  department.  They  had 
to  test  all  balances  and  to  stamp  weights 
and  measures,  and  that  was  a  matter 
which  required  a  considerable  amount  of 
technical  skill.  The  inspectors  meeting 
together  were  enabled  to  exchange  viewd 
so  as  to  get  those  which  obtained  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
result  of  their  deliberations  was  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  take  into 
consideration  all  these  matters.  That 
Committee,  which  was  presided  over  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Bordesley  DivisioD,  held  no 
fewer  than  sixteen  meetings,  and  they 
issued  a  very  admirable  Report.  They 
also  sent  a  deputation  to  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade — the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  fjr  Croydon — 
who  went  into  the  matter  very  thoroughly 
and  gave  it  his  most  careful  and  sym- 
pathetic consideration.  It  was  a  good 
many  years  ago,  but,  so  far  as  he  remem- 
bered, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no 
substantial  criticisms  to  offer  on  the 
Amendments  which  were  proposed,  and 
he  certainly  was  very  sympathetic  in 
regard  to  the  Bill.  At  the  same  time  a 
circular  was  issued  by  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  a  large 
number  of  local  authorities,  asking  for 
their  views  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
Amendments.  He  (the  speaker)  himself 
asked  a  Question  in  the  House  upon  that 
point,  and  his  impression  was  that  the 
reply  he  received  was  to  the  effect  that 
something  like  one- third  of  the  local 
authorities  throughout  the  country  had 
expressed  themselves  favourable  to  the 
Amendments  which  were  proposed.  It 
was  said  that  the  local  authorities  were 
apathetic  in  the  matter,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  some  of  them  were  to 
be  numbered  among  the  sinners,  and  it 
was  only  natural  that  they  should  not 
agree  to  have  their  faults  made  manifest 
to  the  public.  As  the  result  of  what 
then  occurred,  he  introduced  a  Bill,  and 
that  Bill  had  been  brought  in  year  after 
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year.  The  fortune  of  the  ballot,  however, 
had  been  against  him  until  the  present 
year,  and  this  was  the  first  occasion  on 
which  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  matter  under  the  direct  con- 
sideration of  the  House. 

He  might  also  say  that  the  Association 
of  Municipal  Corporations  had  considered 
this  subject.  It  did  so  in  March  of  last 
year,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Sir  Home  wood 
Crawford,  solicitor  to  the  City  of  London, 
seconded  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Man- 
chester, the  following  resolution  was 
passed — 

"  That  the  Weights  and  Mea**ures  Acts 
argently  require  anieoiliiient,  for  the  proteciion 
of  the  public,  and  to  secure  uniformity  of 
administration  ;  and  that  it  is  desirable  that 
tliis  AstK>ciation  should  .ipproach  t.ie  Board  of 
Trade  and  urge  upon  the  l^resident  the  neoe-*- 
sity  for  the  introtfuetion  ao  an  early  date  of  a 
Govemment  Bill  dealing  with  tiis  imi)ortant 
subject." 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  same 
society  also  subsequently  passed  another 
resolution  on  the  lines  of  that  proposed 
by  Sir  Home  wood  Crawford.     It  was — 

**  That  the  Weights  and  Measures  Acts 
urgently  re<iuire  auieoduient,  for  tlie  protection 
of  the  public,  aud  to  secure  unilonnity  of 
atiminlstratioD  ;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
lioard  of  Trade  be  urge  1  to  intro<luce  at  an 
early  date  a  Government  Bill  dealing  with  this 
important  subject." 

The  municipal  corporations  were  like- 
wise requested  to  pass  a  resolution 
in  support  of  an  amendment  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Acts,  and  to  com- 
municate the  same  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  Resolutions  in 
similar  terms  to  that  adopted  by  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  Association  of 
Municipal  Corporations  were  passed  by 
the  Corporations  of  Birmingham,  Black- 
burn, Bournemouth,  Bootle,  Blackpool, 
Berwick-upon-Tweed,  Clitheroe,  Don- 
caster,  Dublin,  Dumfermline ;  Edinburgh, 
Folkestone,  Glasgow,  Govan,  Grimsby, 
Hastings,  Huddersfield,  Hull,  Lancaster, 
Leith,  Lincoln  City,  Liverpool,  London 
City,  Manchester,  Nottingham,  Oldham, 
Perth,  Plymouth,  Preston,  St.  Helens, 
Soiethwick,  Sheffield,  Southport,  Staly- 
bridge.  West  Ham,  Windsor,  Worcester, 
and  Wigan.  Airdrie  and  Forfar  also  ex- 
pressed sympathy  with  the  movemeat. 
The  Executive  Council  of  the  County 
Councils  Association,  at  a  meeting  on 
the  25th  of  last  November,  also  resolved 


'  respecting  the  administration  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Acts  : — 

I  "(l)That  the  fee  charged  under  the  Act« 
should  be  uniform.  (2)  Tliat  the  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  be  increased  so  as  to 
secure  uniformity  of  administration,  but  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  each  local 

I  authority  as  to  the  officers  who  are  to  carry 

I  out  the  administration  of  the  Acts.  (3)  That 
short  weight  and  short  measure  should    ba 

I  made  a  penal  offence." 

The  county  councils  were  ako  cir- 
cularised, and  from  a  good  many  ex- 
pressions of  approval  of  the  proposal 
were  received. 

Now  he  came  to  the  provisions  of  the 
!  Bill.     It  was  clear  that  it  was  important 
]  there  should  be   uniformity   of  adminis- 
I  tration,  otherwise  there  must  necessarily 
I  be  a  certain  amount  of  chaos.    What  was 
,  the  principle  of  the  Act  of  1878  as  applied 
to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act  of  1889  ? 
'  No  doubt  it  was  intended  to  apply  the 
same  principle  in  the  two  cases,  but  with 
reference   to   weighing    machines    some 
difficulty  had  arisen  from  the  wording  of 
the    Acts.     His  opinion    was    that    the 
I  intention  was  in  each  case  the  same,  and 
I  that     it    was    desired    that     the    Acts 
I  should    apply  to  weighing  instruments. 
It  was  not  intended,  for  instance,  that  a 
I  weighing  machine  stamped  by  the  au- 
thorities in  Birmingham  as  being  a  proper 
l'  and  j  ust  weighing  instrument  should,  in 
,  the  case  of  the  county  of  Warwick,  be 
treated  as  being  otherwise,  and  require  to 
be  restamped.     That  was  a  diversity  of 
practice  which  accentuated  the  necessity 
j  for  giving  power  to  the  B  Da  rd  of  Trade  to 
secure   a  more  uniform   administration. 
I  Different  local   authorities  acted  differ- 
ently in  the  matter,  but  uniformity  of 
administration  was  eminently  desirable. 

The  Board  of  Trade  had  a  series 
of  model  regulations  in  reference  to  the 
i  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the 
j  Weights  and  Measures  Act,  but  they  had 
{  no  power  of  imposing  them  on  local 
j  authorities.  Ono  of  these  regulations 
1  required  the  maker's  name  to  be  upon 
every  instrument.  Makers  of  reputation 
'  would  naturally  adopt  that  course, 
,  but  inferior  makers  might  not  be  so 
j  eager  to  place  their  names  on  the  instru- 
I  ments  mtde  by  them.  From  the  public 
[  point  of  view  it  was  an  important 
,  matter,  because  an  instrument,  though 
:  stamped   as  correct  when  made,  might 
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goon  develop  defects,  and  it  could  then 
be  traced  back  to  its  maker.  Conse- 
quently, it  was  very  desirable  that  that 
regulation  should  be  enforced,  but  the 
practice  varied  in  different  areas,  some 
authorities  adopting  the  regulation  and 
others  declining  to  do  so.  Another  of  the 
model  regulations,  with  reference  to  the 
stamping  of  pint  pots,  provided  that  an 
excess  of  2\  per  cent,  might  be  allowed. 
Here,  agam,  there  was  no  uniformity  of 
practice,  the  pint  in  some  districts  being 
twenty  fluid  ounces,  in  others  twenty- 
one,  and  so  on.  There  was  also  a  great 
lack  of  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  test- 
ing. For  instance,  the  ordinary  scales, 
such  as  those  used  in  post  offices  for 
weighing  letters,  could  easily  be  so 
manufactured  as  to  weigh  truly  wherever 
in  the  pan  the  weight  was  placed.  In 
the  testing  of  these  instruments  in  some 
localities  the  regulation  was  that  the 
weight  should  be  placed  within  a  certain 
circle  of  the  pan ;  in  others,  that  the 
instrument  should  weigh  truly  wherever 
in  the  pan  the  weight  was  placed. 
Another  matter  in  which  uniformity  of 
practice  was  much  to  be  desired  was  the 
approval  of  new  designs.  Invention  was 
constantly  at  work  on  new  designs  of 
weighing  machines,  but  the  new  designs 
could  not  be  introduced  into  practice 
without  being  approved.  Some  defects 
could  be  ascertained  only  by  practice, 
others  could  be  at  once  detected  by  ex- 
perts, but  the  practice  actually  adopted 
varied  considerably.  In  some  cases 
there  was  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  he  contended  that  the  Board 
( ught  to  have  power  to  make  and  enforce 
general  regulations  so  that  uniformity  of 
practice  might  be  secured.  He  had  not 
the  slightest  desire  to  interfere  with  the 
discretion  of  the  local  authorities  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Act,  but  these  were 
matters  which  could  be  more  conveniently 
dealt  with  by  the  general  regulations 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  accord- 
ance with  the  up-to-date  knowledge 
now  available. 

Turning  to  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  Clause 
9  dealt  with  a  difficulty  which  had  arisen 
in  some  districts  with  reference  to  the 
weighing  of  bread.  Although  the  weigh- 
ing instruments  had  passed  the  inspec- 
tors and  been  stamped,  yet  it  was 
possible  for  the  users  to  be  convicted 
under   the  Bread  Act.     That  was  not  a 

Mr,  Bausfield. 


satisfactory  state  of  things.  Clause  10 
embodied  the  general  principle  of  the 
Act,  viz.,  that  of  giving  the  Board  of 
Trade  power  to  make  general  regulations. 
Clause  16  providei^  for  a  periodical  re- 
verification  of  weights,  measures,  and 
weighing  instruments.  That  was  an 
eminently  desirable  provision  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public,  because  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  weight  was  always  to  the 
advantage  of  the  tradesman,  and  it  was 
strange  that  compulsory  verification  had 
not  been  provided  for  before.  Clause  22 
dealt  with  the  officers.  At  present  thoro 
was  only  the  one  class  of  inspectors  who 
had  to  prove,  by  passing  an  examination, 
their  competency  to  discharge  all  the 
duties  of  the  office.  But  in  districts 
where  there  were  large  numbers  of 
weights  And  instruments  to  be  tested  as 
a  matter  of  routine,  it  was  possible  to 
employ  somebody  with  much  lower 
qualifications.  The  proposal  in  the  Bill 
was  that  this  practice  should  be  modified 
so  as  to  have  two  classes  of  officers,  namely,, 
inspectors  anl  verification  officers.  The 
latter  class  would  be  required  to  pass  a 
less  stringent  examination  and  have  a 
smaller  salary.  This  was  a  proposal  put 
forward  by  the  officers  themselves,  and 
he  thought  it  would  tend  very  much  t> 
the  improvement  of  the  service  through- 
out the  coimtry.  Section  28,  Sub-sectioa 
6,  read — 

•*  In  Section  13  of  the  Act  of  1889,  for  the 
words  'no  discount  shall  be  allowed,*  there 
shall  be  substituted  the  words,  '  no  disoount  or 
rebate  of  any  kind  shall  be  given,  nor  any 
allowance  made  by  such  inspector  for  the  uae 
of  tools  supplied  to  him  or  assistance  rendered 
him  in  such  verification  and  stamping.' " 

When  weights  and  measures  were 
brought  to  the  inspector  to  be  stamped  he 
could  charge  cert  ain  fees.  The  Act  of  1 889 
said  that  "  no  discount  shall  be  allowed  '* 
but  he  had  to  charge  the  fees.  Some 
ingenious  local  bodies  had  evaded  this 
provision  by  allowing  a  rebate  which 
was  obviously  the  same  thing.  There 
were  certain  districts  where  imported 
goods  were  stamped  in  large  quantities^ 
and  other  districts  where  they  were  manu- 
factured, and  where  it  was  the  practice 
to  give  a  rebate  which  practically  meant 
that  they  were  stamped  free.  That  was 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  bounty  to 
the  trade  in  those  districts,  and  those 
manufacturers  got  an  advantage  which 
other  manufacturers  did  not  en j oy .     They 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


309 


freights  and 


{15  April  1904} 


Measures  Bill. 


310 


were  all  oppo3ed  to  bounties  and  they 
were  agreed  that  any  interference  with 
free  competition  was  wrong  in  regard  to 
nations.  He  thought  the  House  would 
agree  that  the  giving  of  bounties  was 
also  wrong  between  different  districts  as 
well  as  foreign  countries.  There  were 
only  two  or  three  local  authorities  who 
were  sinners  in  this  matter,  and  no 
doubt  they  would  like  the  law  left  as  it 
was  because  it  would  leave  them  free  to 
go  on  giving  these  bounties.  The  matter 
had  been  under  consideration  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  who  had  expressed  their 
views  on  the  matter,  but  the  answer  of 
the  manufacturers  was  that  they  would 
po  on  doing  this  until  they  were  stopped. 

As  regarded  the  fourth  part  of  the  Bill, 
which  dealt  with  the  metric  system,  he 
did  not  regard  it  as  a  vital  part  of  the 
BiU.  He  was,  however,  an  advocate  of 
the  metric  system  and  he  should  think 
that  quite  90  per  cent,  of  the  Members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  were  also  in 
favour  of  it.  There  was  a  Bill  dealing 
with  this  question  in  the  other  House 
which  would  probably  be  sent  down  for 
the  consideration  of  this  House,  and  it 
proposed  the  adoption  of  the  metric 
sys^m  en  bloc.  He  should  support  that 
Bill  because  he  felt  that  the  country  was 
somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  man  who  had 
a  bad  habit  and  who  realised  that  he  ought 
to  break  it  oft.  The  remedy  proposed 
in  the  Bill  was  that  they  should  change 
t^eir  habits  and  adopt  the  metric  system. 
He  thought,  however,  that  this  was  a 
Case  in  which  they  might  alter  their 
habits  gradually.  After  the  1st  of 
January,  1908,  it  was  proposed,  in  this 
Bill,  that  they  should  make  certain  small 
changes  and  aboHsh  troy  weight  and 
apothecaries'  weight  in  favour  of  the 
metric  system.  Those  weights  did  not 
enter  into  the  daily  life  of  large  multi- 
tudes of  the  people.  Actual  practical  use 
of  the  metric  system  for  even  those  two 
sniall  systems  would  help  to  familiarise 
them  with  the  metric  system  and  would 
not  produce  any  great  disorganisation  or 
ialocation  of  trade.  It  would,  on  the 
other  hand,  simplify  the  system  and 
abolish  two  abnormal  systems,  troy 
weight  and  and  apothecaries'  weight.  He 
would  leave  Part  IV.  to  the  judgment  of 
the  House  and  he  did  not  wish  to  treat  it 
aa  a  vital  part  of  the  Bill.    But,  if  the 


House  thought  this  small  instalment  of 
the  metric  system  ought  not  to  be 
adopted,  he  would  give  way  because  the 
other  parts  of  the  Bill  were  of  great  im- 
portance, and  he  should  not  like  to  injure 
the  chances  of  the  measure  passing  to  get 
a  small  instalment  of  the  metric  system. 
He  begged  to  move. 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.> 
said  this  Bill  was  one  dependent  very 
largely  for  its  administration  upon  the 
local  authorities  and  in  seconding  it  he 
desired  to  say  that  so  far  as  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Association  was  concerned 
they  had  considered  the  principle  and 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  although 
exception  might  be  taken  to  some 
details  they  were  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  and  believed  it  to 
be  an  important  reform  in  matters  of 
local  administration.  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  stated  that  some  cor- 
porations desired  to  retain  the  system  of 
rebate  in  lieu  of  discounts,  but  he  was 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  general 
desire  to  evade  the  present  provi- 
sions of  the  law  in  that  respect.  He 
heartily  agreed  with  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  in  reference  to  the  last 
part  of  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  metric 
system.  Many  of  them  believed  that 
the  want  of  such  a  system  had  been  a 
great  obstacle  to  the  development  of 
international  trade,  and,  as  this  proposal 
would  familiarise  the  public  with  the 
system,  it  would  be  an  important  re- 
form. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, S.)  said  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
had  said  that  Part  IV.  was  not  a  vital 
part,  but  he  did  not  say  that  he  would 
abandon  it.  He  also  said  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  were  in 
favour  of  the  metric  system  and  there- 
fore he  thought  the  House  would  not  be 
likely  to  strike  it  out.  He  might  be  told 
that  he  could  move  an  Instruction  to 
omit  Part  IV.,  but  they  all  knew  the  pit- 
falls encountered  by  those  who  moved  In- 
structions, and  he  should  not  like  to  rely 
upon  that  course  while  he  felt  such  a 
very  strong  objection  to  the  introduction 
of  the  metric  system,  especially  in  regard 
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to  this  particular  matter.  His  hon.  and  ' 
learned  friend  who  moved  the  Second  | 
Reading  was  a  strong  believer  in  that 
system,  and  he  desired  naturally  to  press 
his  proposal  as  an  instalment  of  the 
metric  system.  He  would  then  feel, 
having  got  a  footing,  that  a  Bill  ought 
to  be  passed  adopting  the  metric  system 
in  its  entirety.  The  metric  system  was 
nothing  at  all  unless  it  was  applied  all 
round  to  all  weights  and  measures,  and 
to  apply  it  to  only  these  two  systems 
would  be  absolutely  illogical.  He  wished 
to  refer  to  Parts  I.,  II.,  and  III.  of  the 
Bill.  In  the  first  three  parts  of  the  Bill 
there  were  very  valuable  provisions 
which  he  should  personally  like  to  see 
passed  into  law.  The  hon.  Member  who 
moved  the  Second  Reading  had  pointed 
out  that,  under  certain  circumstances, 
buyers  might,  at  the  present  time,  get 
short  weight,  but  while  he  desired  to 
remove  that  risk  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Bill  dealing  with  the  matter.  The 
hon.  Member  also  desired  that  no 
authority  should  be  allowed  to  stamp 
a  measure  of  capacity  if  it  was  in  excess 
of  what  it  purported  to  be.  That  was 
a  proposal  with  which  he  bad  consider- 
able sympathy.  He  did  not  see  how 
the  marking  of  the  names  of  makers  of 
instruments  could  be  made  compulsory. 
There  was  nothing  in  Clause  10  which 
would  authorise  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
make  such  a  declaration  as  that.  Pro- 
vision was  made  for  dealing  with  excess 
in  measures  of  capacity  in  Clause  10, 
Sub-section  (1).  That  was  a  provision 
to  which  nobody  could  have  the  slightest 
objection.  But  Clause  12  was  a  very 
different  one.  It  defined  the  power  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  grant  certificates 
of  suitability  for  the  use  of  appliances, 
and  it  empowered  the  Board  to  decline 
to  C3rtify  if,  upon  examination,  a  par- 
ticuhr  pattern  was  not  considered  **  suit- 
able for  nee  for  trade."  It  appeared 
to  him  that  placed  too  large  a  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
It  was  right  tliat  the  Board  of  Trade 
should  b3  empowered  to  prevent  any 
instrument  being  used  which  would 
facilitate  the  commission  of  fraud,  but 
under  the  proposal  ia  the  Bill  they 
would  be  able  to  prohibit  the  use  of  a 
new  invention,  although  they  were  un- 
able to  show  that  it  was  likely  to 
Mr,  Herbert  EoherUon, 


facilitate  fraud.    He  thought  that  was 
too  great  a  power  to  give  the  Board. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD:  Inspectors  now 
have  the  power. 

Mr.HERBKRT  ROBERTSON  said  in- 
spectors had  power  to  decide  on  the  par- 
ticular instruments  brought  before  them 
for  verificati  on.  That  was  a  very  diff ere  nt 
provision  from  giving  the  Board  of 
Trade  power  to  act  under  a  general  law. 
New  inventions  might  be  brought  out 
which  would  materially  benefit  the 
community  when  used  for  the  purposes 
of  trade,  but  at  first  sight  the  Board  of 
Trade  might  object  to  the  use  of  the 
instruments.  Were  they  to  be  stopped 
once  and  for  all  in  this  way,  and  were 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  be  authorised  to 
lay  down  a  general  hard  and  fast  rule 
that  a  new  principle  of  construction 
must  not  be  adopted?  It  seemed  to 
him  the  clause  would  require  a  certain 
amount  of  consideration,  but  he  had  no 
doubt  that  it  could  be  made  workable. 
In  connection  with  Clause  10,  which 
referred  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  as  to  the  making 
of  general  regulations,  the  more 
or  less  technical  question  arose  as 
to  whether  the  word  ** shall"  or 
**may"  should  be  used,  but  that 
was  a  matter  of  detail  which  couH 
be  considered  afterwards  if  the  Bi!l 
passed  the  Second  Reading.  He 
thoroughly  approved  of  the  system  pro- 
vided for  by  Clause  15  with  respect  to 
**  verification  and  stamping  by  local  in- 
spectors of  weights  and  measures."  It 
was  desirable  that  some  general  principle 
should  be  adopted  all  over  the  country, 
and  the  proposal  made  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  might  be  a  very  useful 
one.  Clause  16,  which  provided  for 
**  periodical  re  verificati  on,"  appeared  to 
be  too  drastic.  It  was  proposed  that  re- 
verification  should  take  place  "not  less 
often  than  once  in  every  three  years,  as 
the  local  authority  may  decide."  There 
were  some  weights  and  measure*  which 
might  deteriorate  in  the  course  of  three 
years,  but  he  did  not  think  that  applied 
by  any  means  to  all.  The  proposal  if 
carried  oat  would  add  very  much  to  the 
duties  of  the  inspectors  and  the  Board 
of  Trade  generally.     Clause  28  contained 
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miscellaneous  Amendments  of  the  exist- 
ing law.  It  was  required  at  present  that 
every  measure  of  capacity  must  have  its 
denomination  marked  upon  it.  His  hon. 
friend  now  wanted  that  every  measure  of 
length  should  have  its  denomination 
marked  upon  it.  He  did  not  know  what 
advantage  would  be  gained  by  that 
Amendment.  A  measure  of  capacity  was 
f(Mr  one  quantity  only.  It  did  not 
measure  fractions  of  the  quantity,  but  a 
measure  of  length — a  two- foot  rule  for 
example — was  marked  at  intervals  for 
the  purpose  of  indicating  difEerent 
lengths. 

He    thought    the    first    three    parts 
could   be    worked   into    a  very   useful 
measure,     but    he   objected    altogether 
to  Part  IV.  with  respect  to  the  metric  sys- 
tem.   It  wo  aid  upset  the  business  of  an 
enormous    number    of    persons   in  this 
country     for      no     practical      purpose 
whatever.     One   particular  reason  why 
this   part     of     the     Bill     should     not 
be    passed     was    that    a     Bill    dealing 
with  the  subject  was  being  considered  in 
another  place.     He  strongly  objected  to 
the  Bill   to    which  he   referred.      With 
regard  to  the  Bill  now  before  the  House 
h'^  did  not  know  whether  it  proposed  to 
abolish  th:»  apothecaries'  fluid  measure. 
The  fluid  measure  was  ju3t  as  much  a 
measure  as  a  weight  measure,  and  if  the 
enstint!  fluid  measure  were  abolished  it 
would  be  good  for  the  glass  trade,  because 
the  number  of  new  glass  bottles  and  glass 
measures  demanded  by  the  trade  would 
be  exceedingly  great.     It  would  be  a 
most  inconvenient   thing    for    a    great 
number  of  people  if  these  measures  were 
changed.     Then  he  did  not  know  how 
the  Bill  would  affect  the  coinage.     At 
present  the  coinage  was  regulated  by  the 
troy  weight.     It  was  impossible  to  make 
a  gramme    fit    in    exactly    with    troy 
weight;    and  it   might   lead    to   incon- 
venience, unless  there  was  some  provision 
^  the  Bill  that  it  should  not  apply  to 
the  weights  of    gold  and  silver,  for  the 
smallest  fraction  of  the  change  might  be 
a  very  serious  matter  indeed.     He  was 
perfectly  certain  that  the  metric  system 
<^d  not  fit  in  exactly  with  our  coinage. 
Those  who  had   been  in  the  habit  of 
buying  gold  and  silver   by  troy  weight 
^ould  be  placed  in  considerable  difficulty 
if  they  were  suddenly  told  that  they  were 
not  able  to  use  the  old  troy  weight.  Again, 


be  objected  to  the  metric  system  because 
it  had  never  been  introduced  for  practical 
purposes,  even  on  the  Continent.    Nomin- 
ally it  existed  there,  but  practically  it 
did  not.     They  had  never  in  France  been 
able  to  introduce  anything  between  a  unit 
and  a  thousand.     He  had  never  heard  of  a 
centi-gramme.      One     would     naturally 
'  think  that  there  should  be  something  to 
I  represent  an  English  penny.     Before  the 
I  time  of   Napoleon  the  French  wrote  on 
their    coins    ''  Un    Decinie; "    but    the 
genius  of  the  French  people  was  strongly 
I  against  it,  as  they  had  always  counted  in 
I  sous.     His  hon.   and  learned  friend  said 
;  that  the  change   Should  come  into  opera- 
tion in  190S,  which  would  give  the  people 
plenty  of  time  to  become  accustomed  to 
the  new  weights  anl  measures;  and  that 
the  changa  might  be  mads  at  any  time 
during  that  period.     But  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  up  to   the  hst  moment  the  people 
I  would  continue   to  use  the  present  sys- 
tem ;   and  then  there  would  be  a  regular 
I  convulsion  of  trade.     They  would  have  to 
encounter  an  entirely  ne.v  unit — the  kilo- 
gramme— which  would   be   most    incon- 
I  venient  as  being  either  too  large  or  to3 
small.  ,  ^ 

Mr.  GRRTrON  (Derbyshire,  3.)  said 

I  he  rose  to  second  the  Motion  of  his  hon. 

friend  for  the  rejection  of   the    Bill   on 

I  very  much  the  same  grounds  as  those  he 

I  had  advanced.      He  thought  it  would  be 

quite  impossible  under  the  Bill,  however 

I  careful   they  might   be,  to  arrive  at  an 

absolute     uniformity    of     weights    and 

I  measures.     Of  course  what  they  had  to 

I  aim  at  was  to  have  practical  uniformity. 

As  to  the  liquid  weights  and  measures, 

the   nearest    metric    equivalent    to    the 

'  pint      was     slightly     less     than      that 

measure,  and  though  perhaps  the  actual 

j  measuring   vessel,  allowing  for  a   small 

j  margin,  might  hold   exactly   a  pint  in 

theory,  it  was  well  known  that  in  practice 

a  full  piit  could    not    be  served  in  it. 

I  Tnu3  it  would  be  quite   impossible  for 

anyone  who  ordered  a  pint  to  get  what 

he  paid  for.    Liquid  weights  and  measures 

I  were  especially  subject  to  variation  ac- 

I  cordingr  to    varying    temperatures.     He 

took  obj  ection  to  the  Bill  chiefly  on  the 

ground  that  it  seemed  to  him   that  the 

j  inconsequential  fourth  part,  which  pro- 

I  videi  that  f  Dur  years  hence  the  existing; 

I  troy  and    apothecaries    weights    should 
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be  abolished  and  that  metric  weights 
should  be  substituted,  was  an  attempt  to 
introduce  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  of 
the  metric  system.  He  did  not  see  quite 
eye  to  eye  with  his  hon.  friend  who  moved 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill  as  to  the  grounds 
of  his  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  the 
metric  system,  but  he  agreed  that  if  this 
system  was  to  be  introduced  at  all  it  must 
be  introduced  in  its  entirety,  and  it  would 
require  the  very  careful  consideration  of 
the  House.  He  ob j  ected  most  strongly  to 
any  attempt  to  introduce  that  system  in 
oce  part  of  our  weights  and  measures 
and  to  leave  it  out  in  other  parts.  Unless 
the  mover  of  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill  dropped  the  fourth  part  of  it,  or  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  gave  an 
a-surance  that  the  Government  opposed 
the  Bill  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
press  his  Motion  for  its  rejection. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**To  leave  out  the  word  *now,'  and  at  tho 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *upon 
this  day  six  months.*" — {Mr.  Herbert  [Robert- 

60H). 

Question  proposed.  **  That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Birmingham. 
Bordesley)  said  he  wished  to  congratulate 
his  hon.  friend  on  having  introduced  this 
Bill  which  would,  he  thought,  accomplish 
a  very  necessary  reform,  far  too  long 
delayed.  The  first  part  of  the  Bill  was 
not  new  legislation  in  the  sense  of  alter- 
ing the  instruments  of  weights  and 
measures.  It  simply  dealt  with  the  reform 
of  the  administration  of  the  methods  of 
dealing  with  these  instruments ;  but  the 
fourth  part  of  the  Bill  was  new  legisla- 
tion altogether,  and  altered  the  system 
of  measurements  and  the  instruments 
to  be  used.  The  fourth  part  of  the 
Bill  was  therefore  scarcely  germane  to 
the  purpose  of  the  first  parts,  and  what- 
ever might  be  the  opinion  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  favour  of  reform,  he  thought  that 
they  would  prefer  to  have  further  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  the  subjects  therein 
dealt  with.  The  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite objected  very  strongly  to  verifica- 
tion of  weights  and  measures  for  not 
more  than  three  years.  Now,  he  thought 
that  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  parts 
of   the  Bill,  for  weights   and  measures 

Afr.  Grction. 


must  have,  m  three  years,  a  certain 
amount  of  wear  and  tear.  Machines 
were  continually  subject  to  repair;  and 
he  thought  it  was  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance that  no  longer  period  than 
three  years  should  elapse  before  they 
were  verified  as  to  their  correctness.  Kb 
to  the  proposal  to  give  the  Board  of 
Trade  the  right  to  decide  what  machine  s 
or  measures  should  be  introduc  d,  he 
thought  it  was  a  very  important  part 
of  the  Bill  and  should  be  retained.  In- 
ventors certainly  desired  it  because  they 
might  take  out  a  patent  which  might  be 
accepted  by  one  local  authority  and 
rejected  by  another.  He  could  assure 
his  hon.  friend  that  that  was  one  of  the 
most  valuable  clauses  in  the  BilL  The 
measure  would,  of  course,  throw  very 
(zreat  additional  responsibility  on  the 
Board  of  Trade,  especially  as  it  would  re- 
quire expert  knowledge  which  the  officials 
of  the  Department  did  not  now  pDssess. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  if  the  Board  of 
Trade  accepted  the  responsibility  that 
they  would  provide  themselves  with  such 
expert  assistance. 

The  Bill  would  destroy  most  of  the 
difficulties  which  now  existed.  His  hon. 
friend  seemed  to  speak  lightly  of  the 
desirability  of  uniformity ;  but  if  his  hon. 
friend  knew  the  chaos  which  existed  at  the 
present  moment,  and  the  great  annoyance 
to  which  manufacturers  of  weights  and 
measures  were  subjected,  he  would  know 
that  one  of  the  greatest  desiderata  was 
uniformity.  A  manufacturer  might  send 
a  large  consignment  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures to  an  ironmonger,  for  instance,  in  the 
South  of  England;  they  would  all  be 
stamped  but  the  inspector  in  the  locality 
t-D  which  they  were  consigned  might  de- 
cline to  recognise  the  marks.  He  himself 
had  known,  over  and  over  again,  manu- 
facturers who  received  back  consignments 
because  dealers  could  not  be  bothered  in 
getting  the  weights  and  measures  stamped 
in  the  difierent  districts.  That  was  one, 
but  by  no  means  the  only  advantage  of 
uniformity.  Weights  and  measures  had 
been  all  through  the  history  of  the  country 
one  of  the  most  important  questions; 
and  he  was  afraid  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  not  given  it  that  attention  which  the 
trading  community  demanded.  He  did 
not  know  whether  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
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in  possession  of  the  Report  of  the  Con- 
feience  which  sat  with  reference  to 
this  question  about  three  years  ago. 
He  thought  the  Department  was  singu- 
larlj  fortunate  in  having  the  assistance 
of  such  a  body  and  of  all  the  knowledge 
and  experience  it  possessed.  It  was  one  of 
the  finest  bodies  of  men  that  could  be 
gathered  together  for  any  purpose,  and 
he  was  in  a  position  to  speak  as  to  their 
character,  because  he  had  presided  over 
every  one  of  their  meetings.  He  had 
never  met  a  more  businesslike  body  or 
one  with  a  greater  knowledge  of  the 
subject  with  which  it  had  to  deal.  It 
not  only  drew  up  the  outlines  of  a  scheme, 
bat  fiUed  it  in  with  all  the  reforms  which 
were  needed  to  bring  about  what  the 
trading  community  required.  If  its 
recommendations  were  carried  out  gener- 
ally, they  would  put  an  end  to  all  the 
friction  which  existed  and  all  the  diver- 
sity of  practice  which  occurred  in  different 
localities  and  which  was  a  source  of  the 
greatest  annoyance,  especially  to  shop- 
keepers. He  would  only  add  that  the 
matter  was  one  to  which  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  give  immediate  attention, 
and  he  could  assure  his  right  hon.  friend 
it  was  impossible  to  over-estimate  the 
anxiety  of  the  trading  community  to 
have  the  matter  settled.  The  Bill  would 
end  the  annoyance  which  now  existed ; 
and  he,  therefore,  hoped  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  would  accept  it. 

Sir  JOSEPH  DIMSDALE  (London) 
said  he  gladly  and  cordially  supported 
tile  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.  It  did 
not  go  as  far  as  he  would  desire,  but  he 
lodced  upon  it  as  the  first  instalment 
towards  uniformity  in  the  system  of 
weights  and  measures.  For  many  years 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  in 
conjunction  with  the  London  County 
Cooncil  and  other  municipalities,  had 
agreed  on  uniformity,  and  many  deputa- 
tions had  waited  on  different  Presidents 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject. 
The  City  t)f  London  had  for  years  been 
urging  that  postal  scales  should  be  put 
nnder  inspection.  In  thousands  of  post 
offices  throughout  the  Kingdom  on 
^ne  side  of  the  shop  the  scales  used 
f<»  trading  purposes  were  subject  to 
iiwpection,  but  on  the  post  office 
ttde  they  were  exempt.  He  believed 
^hat  there  were  many  instances  in  which  ! 


it  was  proved  that  the  postal  scales 
were  incorrect.  That  was  obviously 
unf  lir.  He  should  like  to  see  uniformity 
carried  still  further ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
Bill  was  the  first  instalment  in  what  he 
hoped  would  be  a  universally  adopted 
principle.  The  absolute  chaos  which  now 
existed  was  referred  to  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  who  had  just  spoken;  and,  inas- 
much as  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
remove  that  chaos,  and  to  bring  abou 
uniformity,  he  felt  confident  the  House 
would  pass  the  Second  Reading,  and  send 
the  Bill  to  a  Committee,  where  it  would 
receive  that  consideration  and  attention 
which  \k  matter  of  such  importance 
deserved. 

SiE  GEORGE  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.)  said  theoretically  they  were  all 
agreed  with  reference  to  the  desirability 
of  uniformity  in  weights  and  measures. 
They  were  also  agreed  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  some  change;  but  he  would 
ask  the  House  whether,  it  was  reason- 
able that  they  should  revolutionise 
the  system  of  weights  and  measures 
throughout  the  country  by  means  of  a 
private  Bill.  That  ought  only  to  be 
done  in  a  comprehensive  measure  by  the 
Government  of  the  day,  and  not  by 
piecemeal  legislation  such  as  the  Bill  pro- 
posed. The  principle  of  uniformity  was 
a  good  principle,  but  it  could  not  be 
obtained  under  such  a  Bill  as  this,  and  he 
pointed  out  that  if  there  was  a  real  de- 
mand for  it  that  demand  would  be  made 
by  the  whole  country,  and  not  by  means 
of  petitions  from  ten  or  a  dozen  towns. 
He  had  great  respect  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  neither  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  nor  the  officers  under  him  were  com- 
petent to  undertake  the  responsibilities 
thrust  upon  them  by  Clause  12  of  the 
Bill.  They  were  not  competent  to  say 
whether  these  instruments  were  *'  suitable 
for  trade ;  "  they  were  only  competent  to 
say  whether  they  were  just  and  accurate 
and  did  what  they  professed  to  do.  The 
persons  who  were  competent  to  say 
whether  they  were  suitable  for  trade  were 
the  traders  themselves,  and  the  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  were  not  competent 
to  settle  that  question.  This  Bill  inddicted 
a  very  heavy  burden  on  the  small  trades- 
men. It  was  a  matter  of  insignificance 
to  the  great  trade  houses  whether  they 
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had  to  bear  the  cost  of  verifying  the  | 
accuracy  of  the^e  instruments  or  not 
every  three  years,  but  it  was  a  very  | 
different  thing  to  the  small  tradesmen  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent.  It  was 
quite  true  that  weights  and  measures  did 
vary,  but  he  thought  a  man  or  two 
travelling  about  and  calling  accidentally 
on  people,  and  verifiying  their  weights 
and  measures,  would  be  infinitely  more 
use  than  the  army  of  men  it  was  proposed 
to  employ  under  this  Bill.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  as 
to  the  fallacy  of  the  metric  system, 
Theoretically  it  had  many  advantages, 
but  as  a  mathematician  he  preferied  the 
duodecimal  system.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Front  Bench  would, 
he  was  sure,  agree  with  him  ihat  the  duo- 
decimal system  was  far  better  than  the 
metric  system.  Both  in  France  and 
America  where  that  system  was  in  vogue 
it  was  completely  ignored  when  it  came 
to  small  purchases,  and  to  revolutionise 
the  whole  system  of  our  weights  and 
measures  for  the  small  advantage  that 
would  be  derived  from  the  adoption  of 
the  metric  system  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  a  mistake.  The  onus  of  proving  that 
this  change  was  necessary  lay  upon  those 
who  wished  to  make  it.  He  thought  the 
game  was  not  worth  the  candle,  and  that 
the  system,  if  adopted,  would  not  only 
prove  a  great  mistake  but  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  this  country.  The  country, 
and  especially  the  small  traders,  who 
were  especially  suffering  now-a-days,  were 
not  prepared  for  this  change  in  the  law. 
If  the  Bill  went  to  a  division  he  should 
vote  against  it,  believing  that  there 
would  be  no  practical  advantage  by 
the  adoption  of  the  proposed  changes.  \\ 

Mr.  spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 
said  that,  while  recognising  that  there 
were  good  points  in  the  Bill,  he  con- 
sidered that  the  increased  expense  and 
irritation  which  the  measuie  would  occa- 
sion would  not  be  justified  by  results 
so  limited  and  incomplete.  A  uniform 
system  he  admitted  to  be  desirable  in 
the  interests  of  trade,  but  little  would 
be  accomplifched  in  that  direction  by 
this  Bill.  The  provision  requiring  .the 
reverification  of  weights  and  measures 
every  three  years  would  cause  unneces- 
sary trouble  to  agriculturists,  who  used 
their  weights  and  measures  only  three 
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or  four  times  a  year.  The  wear  and 
tear  in  their  case  was  so  small  that  he 
urged,  if  the  Bill  were  passed,  {>ome  ex- 
ception from  the  provision  should  be 
made  in  favour  of  agriculturists  and 
small  tradesmen .  A  Bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  uniform  system  of  weights  and 
measures  throughout  the  country  would 
have  his  cordial  support,  as  the  present 
inequalities  were  extremely  inconvenient. 
For  instance,  in  agriculture  in  some 
paits  the  bushel  was  two  pecks,  in 
others  six,  and  a  stone  of  meat  in  some 
places  meant  eight  pounds  and  in  others 
fourteen.  But  the  present  measure  did 
not  deal  with  that  question,  and,  as  it 
would  cause  considerable  irritation,  in- 
volve extensive  alterations,  and  do  very 
little  towards  finally  settling  the  matter, 
he  did  not  feel  justified  in  supporting 
the  Bill. 

Mb.  J.  F.  HOPEit (Sheffield.  Bright 
side)  did  not  think  the  criticisms  of  the 
Bill  had  been  such  as  to  warrant  the 
House  in  refusing  to  give  the  measure 
a  Second  Beading.  Most  of  the  points 
to  which  objection  had  been  taken  could 
be  amended  in  Committee.  The  portion 
of  the  Bill  against  which  the  strongest 
opposition  had  been  directed  was.  that 
dealing  with  the  metric  system,  but 
every  one  knew  that  private  Bills  of 
this  kind  had  no  chance  of  passing  if 
strongly  opposed  in  Committee,  and 
hence  the  promoters  would  probably  be 
willing  to  drop  Part  IV.  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  remainder  of  the  Bill. 
There  were  considerable  disadvantages 
and  inconveniences  in  the  present  system, 
and  he  hoped  that  even  Members  who 
I  were  opposed  to  Part  IV.  would  support 
I  the  Second  Reading,  and  then  secure  the 
elimination  of  Part  IV.  in  Committee. 

Mr.  BOUSFIELD  said  that,  having 
!  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  different 
speakers,  and  to  what  he  understood  to 
I  be  the  attitude  of  the  Government,  he 
I  would  undertake  to  withdraw  Part  IV. 
'  of  the  Bill. 

'      Mr.   JORDAN    (Fermanagh,  8.)  a^- 

'  proved  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 

decision  to  drop  Part  IV.   of  the  Bill, 

but  he  strongly  supported  the  rest  of  the 

measure,  and   urged  that  it  should  be 

I  passed    in     the      interests    of     trade. 
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Nothing  was  so  ooafusing  in  business  as 
the  want  of  uniformity  in  weights  and 
measures.  He  had  heard  no  statement, 
however,  as  to  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
alterations.  The  stamping  of  weights 
and  measures  was  a  costly  business,  and 
if  a  second  inspector  was  to  be  appointed 
it  would  mean  increased  expenditure. 
He  suggested  that  there  should  be  a 
minimum  fixed  amount  for  adjusting  and 
stamping,  and  that  it  should  be  collected 
in  one  sum  by  the  official  inspector. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  said  that  he  was  very  glad  to 
hear  from  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
Uiat  he  was  prepared  to  withdraw  Clause 
32  of  the  Bill.  He  believed  that  that 
decision  was  a  wise  one,  and  he  ventured 
to  think  that  the  provision  ought  never 
to  have  been  introduced  into  the 
measure  at  all.  It  only  touched  the 
fringe  of  the  subject  and  it  raised  ques- 
tions of  very  great  difficulty  without 
solving  them.  It  certainly  would  have 
raised  against  the  Bill  the  opposition  of 
those  trades  which  were  more  directly 
concerned  with  the  troy  and  apothesaries' 
weight,  and  if  his  hon.  friend  had 
insisted  on  regarding  it  as  a  vital  part  of 
the  Bill  he  would  have  felt  bound  to 
oppose  the  measure  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.  Apart  from  this  ex- 
crescence the  Bill  was  the  outcome  of  a 
conference  held  some  years  ago  between 
inspectors  of  weights  and  measures  and 
manufacturers  of  weighing  machines, 
and  to  some  extent  it  bore  the  impress 
of  its  origin,  for  its  general  tendency 
undoubtedly  was  to  increase  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  inspectors  by  withdraw- 
ing them  to  some  extent  from  tne 
control  of  the  local  authorities  and 
substituting  the  control  of  the  central 
authority,  the  Board  of  Trade.  In 
80  far  as  the  Bill  tended  to  greater  uni- 
formity of  administration  he  quite  agreed 
with  his  hon.  friend  that  that  result 
would  be  fraught  with  very  considerable 
advantage,  but,  in  so  far  as  it  went 
beyond  that,  its  effect  was  to  reverse  the 
principle  laid  down  in  the  Act  of  1889 
that  Uie  administration  of  weights  and 
measures  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  authorities  and  not  of  the  central 
authority,  and  his  inclination  would  be  to 
exclude  from  the  measure  all  those  pro- 


'  visions  tending  in  the  direction  of  the 
centralising  authority  which  were  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  secure  imiformity 
in  the  discharge  of  the  technical  duties 
of  the  inspectors.  For  instance,  Clause 
10  went  considerably  beyond  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  for  it  extended  the 
control  ofj  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
appointment  and  the  control  of  the  in- 
spectors. Clause  24  proposed  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  determine  whether 
any  business  occupation  in  which  an 
inspector  might  engage  was  incompatible 
with  the  due  performance  of  his  duties, 
and  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  matter 
which  the  local  authority  should  decide. 
He  objected  also  to  Clause  13,  which 
provided  that  the  Board  of  Trade  should 
decide  questions  of  the  meaning  of  the 
Acts  in  case  of  a  dispute  between  an 
inspector  and  a  manufacturer  or  any 
other  person.  Furthermore,  Clause  16, 
which  providedthat  weights  and  measures- 
ehould  be  reverified  not  less  often  than 
once  in  every  three  years,  imposed  on 
traders  a  serious  obligation  to  which  he 
thought  the  House  ought  not  to  assent. 
After  the  report  of  the  conference  to- 
which  he  had  alluded  was  issued,  the 
Board  of  Trade  sent  a  circular  to  the 
various  local  authorities  concerned  ask- 
ing for  their  observations  upon  it.  Out 
of  the  289  authorities  only  102  replied, 
the  London  County  Council  being  one  of 
the  number  that  did  not  answer  ;  forty - 
four,  includifig  some  important  places  like 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  Edinburgh,  and 
Glasgow,  expressed  general  approval 
of  the  recommendations,  and  twenty- 
one  were  actively  opposed  to  them. 
Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  local 
authorities  never  replied  at  all,  which 
certainly  appeared  to  show  that  there^ 
was  no  very  great  keenness  on  their  part 
either  in  favour  of,  or  in  opposition  to,  the 
proposals  of  the  present  Bill.  He  had, 
however,  no  doubt  that  the  Bill  contained 
important  and  useful  provisions  which 
would  conduce  to  greater  uniformity  in 
the  administration  of  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Act,  and  he  was  therefore  in 
favour  of  its  being  read  a  second  time. 
As  his  hon.  friend  had  intimated  that  he 
would  be  disposed  to  accept  such 
Amendments  at  the  Committee  stage  as 

'  the  Government  proposed,  he  would  not 
insist  on  the  Bill  being  sent  to  a  Select 
Committee,  but  at  the  same  time  he  felt 
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bound  to  warn  his  hon.  friend  that  there 
wer^  a  good  many  clauses  in  the  measure 
to  which  the  Government  would  have  to 
object  on  their  merits. 

Sib  FRANCIS  POWELL  (Wigan)  did 
not  believe  the  time  had  yet  come  for  the 
application  of  the  metric  system,  and  he 
should  be  strongly  opposed  to  the  frag- 
mentary application  of  a  system  which 
the  highest  authorities  declared  to  be, 
for  the  present  at  least,  imsuitable  to  our 
trade.  The  Bill  would  require  careful 
consideration  in  many  particulars,  but 
as  Part  IV.  was  to  be  withdrawn  he 
should  support  the  Second  Reading. 

Sib  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield,  , 
Central)    said  he    came    down    to    the  ' 
House  to  support  the  Bill  mainly  because 
Part  IV.  was  included  in  it,  so  that  he 
was  placed  in  a  position  of  some  difficulty 
by  the  announcement  that  that  portion 
of  the  Bill  was  to  be  withdrawn.     He^ 
had  received  a  large  number  of  letters  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  and  he  believed  the 
time  had  come  when  all  nations  should 
adopt  one  system  of  weights  and  measures, 
one  coinage,  and  one  method  of  measur- 
ing distances.     Anjrthing  which  tended 
in  the  direction  of  such  a  system  was  for 
the  good  of  international  commerce.    The 
great  majority  of  traders  in  Sheffield  were 
in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  metric 
system.     He  was  sorry,  therefore,  that 
Part  rV.  of  the  Bill  was  to  be  withdrawn,  I 
but,  having  regard  to  the  other  portions  | 
of  the  measure,   he  should  support  the  | 
Second  Reading. 

Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH  (Bristol,  W.) 
eaid  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  | 
Weights  and  Measures  Act  of  1889,  and 
at  that  time,  with  every  desirp  to  secure  , 
uniformity  in  the  law  relating  to  weights 
and  measures,  the  Bo^ird  of  Trade  was 
debarred  from  going  as  tar  as  they  wished 
by  fear  of  opposition  from  the  local 
authorities.  He  supported  this  Bill  as 
far  as  it  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
machinery  of  the  law  as  to  weights  and 
measures,  subject  to  any  alterations 
that  might  be  found  necessary  when 
fully  considered ;  but  he  was  of  opinion 
that  Part  IV.  ought  never  to  have  found 
a  place  in  such  a  Bill.  Though  there 
might  be  some  theorists  who  wished  to 
.  establidi  the  metric  system  in  this 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfmir. 


country,  when  they  came  to  apply  their 
theories  they  would  find  such  a  mass  of 
opposition  as  would  make  their  scheme 
impracticable.  As  Part  IV.  was  to  be 
withdrawn  he  should  support  the  BilL 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON,  in 
view  of  the  statements  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill,  asked  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  &c.'* — 
(Mr.  Bousjield.) 

Sib  WILLIAM  TOMLINSON  (Preston) 
moved  as  an  Amendment  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  The 
President  ol  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
stated  that  many  alterations  would  be 
required  before  the  Bill  could  be  allowed 
to  pass,  and  the  measure  was  much  more 
likely  to  receive  the  detailed  attention 
it  required  from  a  Select  Committee  than 
from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law. 
They  would  then  have  the  power  of 
calling  in  any  evidence  as  to  the  opinion 
of  local  bodies  and  others  as  to  how  the 
Bill  was  likely  to  work.  He  did  not 
think  that  under  the  circumstances  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  would  be 
in  as  good  a  position  to  deal  efiectively 
with  Ihis  matter  as  a  Select  Committee. 
This  measure  ought  to  be  considered  in 
all  i  B  details,  because  it  was  almost 
entirely  a  machinery  Bill.  He  did  not 
see  that  by  sending  the  measure  to  a 
Select  Committee  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
would  be  delayed.  He  begged  to  move 
as  an  Amendment  that  the  Bill  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  GRETTON  said  he  desired 
to  second  this  Amendment,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  decide 
to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 
He  was  aware  that  it  had  been  the 
custom  to  refer  Bills  to  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  on  several  occasions  he 
had  had  the  honour  of  serving  on  that 
Committee ;  but  this  was  a  Bill  in  regard 
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to  which  the  Committee  oaght  to  have 
power  to  call  witneases  on  technical 
points,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the 
Amendment  would  be  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  lesTo  out  the  words  '  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee  on  Law,  &o.'  and  insert  the  words  *  a 
Sdect  Committee'  instead  thereof."  —  {Sir 
WSliam  TanUinson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.*' 

Mb.  BOUSFIELD  said  that  all  the 
matters  raised  by  the  Bill  were  thoroughly 
familiar  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
acceptance  of  the  Amendment  would 
mean  the  postponement  for  another  ten 
years  of  a  question  which  had  been  wait- 
ing for  l^islation  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Mb.  JESSE  XCOLLINOS  said  he 
hoped  his  hon.  friend  woald  not 
press  this  Amendment,  for  it  meant 
delaying  for  a  long  time  a  reform 
which  tdSected  almost  every  shopkeeper 
in  the  kingdom.  Shopkeepers  were 
often  brought  into  Court  and  fined  when 
they  were  quite  innocent  of  any  inten- 
tion to  evade  the  Act.  In  the  interests 
of  the  measure,  unless  his  hon.  friend  was 
opposed  to  the  Bill  altogether,  he  hoped 
he  would  allow  it  to  be  referred  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law, 
because  after  the  extreme  willingness 
which  had  been  shown  by  the  promotere 
of  the  Bill  to  meet  every  objection,  and 
especially  after  the  statement  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  whose 
objections  were  very  reasonable,  it  was 
evident  that,  if  they  wanted  the  Bill  to 
pass  thia.  session,  they  must  send  it  to 
the  StandAig  Committee. 

Sib  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
dealt  with  all  the  defects  in  the  Bill, 
and  had  practically  killed  the  suggestion 
to  send  the  measure  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. The  necessity  for  referring  it  to 
a  Select  Committee  had  now  practically 
disappeared.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  would  be  a  pity  to  delay  those  reforms 
which  were  dealt  with  by  the  Bill  in 
order  to  have  a  more  tedious  method, 
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I  which  would  probably  end  in  no  reform 
being  carried  for  some  years  to  come. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  not  press  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  he  had 
some  sympathy  with  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Preston,  but  there  were 
two  considerations  which  weighed  with 
him.  In  the  first  place,  if  the  Measure 
was  sent  to  a  Select  Committee  there  was 
no  chance  of  it  being  passed  this  session. 
The  other  consideration  was  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  who  had  moved  the 
Bill  had  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to 
accept  any  Amendment  which  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Gh>vernment  Department 
principally  concerned.  That  statement 
he  welcomed,  for  it  did  away  to  a  very 
large  extent  with  the  necessity  of 
referring  this  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. He  did  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  when  he  stated  that  he 
had  stated  all  the  objections  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  all  the  clauses  in  the  Bill, 
because  that  was  not  so.  All  he,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  had 
done  was  to  state  some  of  his  principal 
objections,  but  there  would  be  othere. 
On  the  understanding  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  would  be  prepared  to 
amend  his  Bill  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  necessity  to  send  the 
Bill  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Sir  WILLUM  TOMLINSON  said  that 
after  what  had  been  stated  he  would  not 
press  his  Amendment.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  would  be  able  to  put  his  Amend- 
ments on  the  Paper  in  good  time  in  order 
that  those  who  were  most  affected  by 
this  Bill  would  have  ample  time  to  con* 
aider  them. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  he 
would  put  down  his  Amendments  as  early 
as  possible. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  t6. 

Bill  committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Law,  &c. 
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TUBERCULOSIS   (ANIMALS)    COMPEN- 
SATION   BILL. 

[Second  Bbadino.] 

Order  for  Reading  read. 

Mr.  price  (Norfolk,  E.),  in  moving 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it 
dealt  with  a  grievance  which  was  strongly 
felt  directly  b^  the  great  batcher  trade 
and,  indirectly,  by  the  agricultural 
interest.  The  butchers  had  taken  collec- 
tive action  in  the  matter,  and  the  various 
chambers  of  agriculture  had  at  any  rate 
expressed  their  strong  sympathy  with 
the  principles  of  the  Bill  if  not  with  all 
its  details.  The  grievance  was  shortly 
set  out  in  the  preamble  in  the  following 
words — 

''Whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  it  is 
impossible  to  detect  the  presence  of  tuberculosis 
in  a  living  animal  from  its  outward  appearance, 
and  yet  such  disease  may  exist  to  an  extent 
which  may  justify  the  condemnatioa  of  the 
carcase  after  slaughter  as  unfit  for  human  food, 
and  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  for  com- 
pensating the  owner  of  such  condemned  carcase." 

The  principle  usually  adopted  in  such 
cases  was  that  compensation  should  be 
given  to  the  people  whose  property  was 
destroyed  in  the  public  interest,  and  this 
was  one  of  the  very  few  exceptions  to 
that  rule.     Two  reasons  had  caused  the 
public    to    give    compensation    in  such 
cases.     In  the  first  place,  because  it  was 
only  fair  that  individuals  whose  property 
was  destroyed  for  the  public  good,  and 
who  were  innocent  in  the  matter,  should 
receive  compensation ;    and  the  second 
reason  was  that,  if  they  did  not  receive 
full    compensation,  there  was  a  chance 
that  the  law  would   be  evaded.    Both 
those  considerations  applied  in  this  case. 
He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  the  scientific 
question  which  was  discussed  before  the 
Royal    Commission     on     Tuberculosis, 
but   the    opinion    of    that    Commission 
and  of  most  of  the  people  who  had  con- 
sidered the  question  was  that  the  dangers 
of    tuberculosis  were  very  much  exag- 
gerated.   In  some  districts  there  was  a 
most  severe  application  of  the  law,  and 
slaughter  of  animals  took  place  in  cases 
where    there  was  an  extremely    slight 
manifestation  of  tuberculosis,  and  it  was 
with  the  view  of  remedying  as  much  as 
anything   else   the    inequalities    of   the 
present  system  that  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced.     He    knew   that  objection  was 
taken  to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the 


measure,  such  as  the  provision  for  com- 
pensation out  of  the  rates,  but  that  was  a 
point  which  could  be  dealt  with  in 
Committee.  It  was  impossible  to  pro- 
pose in  the  Bill  that  compensation  should 
come  out  of  Imperial  funds,  but  that  was 
a  matter  for  consideration.  There  were 
regulations  in  the  measure  which  provided 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  should  fix 
the  maximum  and  minimum  compensa- 
tion. He  agreed  that  it  might  turn  out 
to  be  extremely  difficult  for  the  person 
claiming  compensation  to  prove  his  case, 
but  he  was  afraid  that  was  inseparable 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  it  cer* 
tainly  would  not  do  to  allow  any  attempt 
at  fraud.  He  begged  to  move  that  this 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

♦Mr.  ERNBST  gray  (West  Ham,  N.) 
said  the  promotors  of  this  Bill  had  two 
objects  in  view.    In  the  first  place  they 
desired  to  protect  the  public  health ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  remove  what  was 
undoubtedly  a  very  deep  grievance  a£Eect- 
ing  an  important  section  of  the  trading 
community.    It  was  essential  in  the  in- 
terests of  public  health  that    wherever 
diseased  meat  was  found  which  might  be 
sold  for  pubUc  consumption,  there  should 
be  no  hesitation  whatever  on  the  part  of 
local  authorities  in  condemning  it.    It  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  nothing  in 
the  administration  of  the  law  to  leada  local 
authority  to  relax  its  efforts  in  the  pro- 
tection of  public  health.     As  the  law  now 
stood  many  local  authorities  must  feel 
a  very  keen   sympathy  with  the  indi- 
viduals  who   would  have  to    bear  the 
burden    of   the    loss,   and   feeling  that 
sympathy  they  would  hesitate  to  con- 
demn  when   they   ought   to  condemn. 
The  first  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  secure 
full  freedom  for  the  local  authority  in  the 
condemnation  of  every  carcase  found  to 
be  affected  with  tuberculosis,  and  that 
could  only  be  secured  by  the  knowledge 
on  the  part  nf  the  local  authority  that 
the  loss  should  not  fall  upon  the  unlucky 
individual  who  owned  the  carcase,  but 
that  such  loss  would  be  borne  by  the 
community  who  would  be  benefited  by 
the  destruction  of  the  carcase  in  question. 
Those  who  profited  by  such  destruction 
ought  to  bear  the  loss,  and  wherever  the 
property  of  a  private    individual    was 
destroyed  for  the  public  benefit  the  loss 
should  be  borne  by  the  public.    It  was 
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most  onfoTtunate  that  there  was  no 
systematic  notification  of  tuberculosis. 
The  possessor  of  a  herd  of  cattle  who 
found  some  of  the  cattle  were  sufEering 
from  tuberculosis  was  allowed  to  send 
them  for  sale,  and  they  could  not  be 
seised  and  condemned.  It  was  only 
after  the  animals  had  been  slaughtered 
that  the  local  authority  could  seize  the 
carcases  a^d  destroy  them.  The  owner 
of  the  live  animal  was  quite  free  from 
4my  liability  in  the  matter,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  he  was  often  advised  by 
Teterinary  surgeons  to  send  cattle  affected 
with  tuberculosis  into  the  market.  He 
thought  pressure  ought  to  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  Board  of  \griculture  to 
take  up  this  question  seriously  in  order 
to  stamp  out  this  disease.  Those  who 
were  opposing  this  measure  he  was  quite 
aware  did  not  lack  sympathy  with  the 
butchers  upon  whom  the  loss  fell,  but 
they  opposed  the  measure  because  they 
felt  that  it  was  a  subject  which  should 
be  taken  up  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
and  they  were  of  opinion  that  this 
disease  could  only  be  stamped  out  by 
dealing  with  the  live  animal  instead  of 
waiting  to  deal  with  the  dead  carcases. 
They  had,  however,  to  deal  with  the 
facts  as  they  were,  and  at  the  present 
time  there  was  no  notification  of  tuber- 
culosis. 

The  House  would  readily  realise  that 
a  great  trade  was  being  carried  on 
in  the  face  of  very  serious  difficulties. 
Men  who  desired  to  carry  on  their  trade 
perfectly  honestly  might  at  any  moment 
be  placed  in  the  police  Court  and  treated 
as  criminals  and  be  prosecuted  and  sen- 
tenced, although  they  had  not  been  know- 
ingly guilty  of  any  fault  whatever.  A 
butcher  might  go  to  the  market  and  pur- 
chase a  number  of  live  cows.  It  was  im- 
possible for  any  man  as  the  living  cattle 
stood  in  the  market  to  detect  the  presence 
of  tuberculosis.  A  reliable  test  could  only 
be  applied  when  the  animal  existed  in 
its  normal  condition  free  from  excite- 
ment and  free  from  those  ordinary  worries 
which  were  inevitable  frona  sale  in  the 
open  market.  Therefore  a  reliable  test 
could  not  be  applied  to  cattle  under 
market  conditions.  The  farmer  or  the 
breeder  might  have  discovered  the 
presence  of  this  disease  in  the  cattle 
before  tbey  were  brought  to  market  but,  in 
the  open  market,  butchers  had  no  sufficient 


means  of  protecting  themselves.  They 
might  buy  an  animal  which  while  alive 
had  passed  even  experts,  but  which 
when  slaughtered  might  be  found  to  be 
suffering  bom  tuberculosis.  Every  en- 
couragement should  be  given  to  butchers, 
when  they  found  that  a  slaughtered 
animal  was  suffering  from  tuberculosis, 
to  notify  the  fact  to  the  local  authorities 
and  to  invite  the  destruction  of  the 
carcase.  Under  the  existing  law  they 
could  not  take  such  a  course  without 
losing  the  whole  of  the  money  which 
they  had  paid  for  the  animal. 
Another  difficulty  was  that  the  practice 
of  different  authorities  varied.  The 
Royal  Commission  reported  that  where 
animals  were  suffering  from  purely  local- 
ised tuberculosis,  as,  for  example,  where 
the  disease  was  limited  to  the  thoracic, 
lymphatic,  or  the  pharyngeal  glands, 
in  such  instances  only  the  portion  of  the 
carcase  affected  should  be  cut  away  and 
destroyed.  In  some  towns,  if  the  disease 
existed  in  the  thoracic  glands  only,  the 
whole  carcase  was  ordered  to  be  destroyed. 
He  thought  it  was  necessary  that  what- 
ever principle  was  adopted  it  ought  to  be 
applied  throughout  ike  whole  country, 
and  traders  should  not  be  liable  to  prose- 
cution in  one  town  without  being  subject 
to  the  same  liability  in  another  place. 

The  whole  of  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Commission  recommended  a  system  under 
which  localised  tuberculosis  might  be 
dealt  with.  There  was  also  a  Minority 
Report  which  recommended  that  compen- 
sation should  be  paid  in  cases  where 
the  animal,  when  alive,  appeared  to  be 
well  nourished  and  exhibited  no  evidence 
of  tuberculosis.  The  Bill  before  the  House 
followed  that  recommendation  not  only  in 
the  spirit  but  in  the  letter,  for  it  provided 
that  wherever  a  carcase  was  found  to  be 
diseased  the  local  authority  condemning 
it  should  be  empowered  to  pay  out  of 
the  local  rates  compensation  to  the  full 
value  of  the  animal  destroyed.  The  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  did  not  desire  to  take 
any  action  whatever  which  would  facili- 
tate unfair  trade.  This  Bill  would  not 
protect  the  butcher  who  kno^^ingly  pur- 
chased a  diseased  animal  at  a  low  price. 
Before  compensation  could  be  claimed 
the  butcher  would  have  to  prove  that  he 
had  paid  a  fair  market  price,  and 
that     he   had    no   reason     to    suspect 
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that  the  animal  was  diseased.  There- 
fore there  was  no  protection  what- 
ever for  the  man  who  purchased  b  low 
the  market  rate.  The  Royal  Commission 
suggested  that  the  market  rate  should  be 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  If  a 
butcher  paid  a  fancy  price  for  an  animal 
which  was  found  to  be  diseased,  he  would 
only  get  the  value  of  the  carcase.  He 
could  not  see  what  objection  could  be 
raised  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill,although 
there  might  be  some  objection  to  its 
details.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
occupy  much  time  in  dealing  with  details 
because  the  promoters  were  prepared  to 
have  the  measure  [referred  to  a  Select 
Committee.  The  subject  dealt  with  was 
a  technical  one,  but  he  thought  they  would 
get  a  favourable  Report  from  the  Select 
Committee. 

His  hon.  friend  had  stated  that 
this  was  not  -  merely  a  butchers' 
question,  but  also  an  agricultural  ques- 
tion. The  risk  that  existed  was  driving 
the  meat  trade  of  this  country  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners.  Butchers  were 
buying  imported  dead  meat,  and  would 
notj  buy  live  cattle  on  account  of  the 
risk.  That  was  a  very  serious  thing  not 
only  for  Ireland  but  also  for  the  agri- 
cultural counties  of  this  country.  A 
herd  of  cattle  might  be  sent  into  a  town 
and  the  butchers  might  discover  that 
one  or  two  of  the  animals  were  diseased, 
and  they  would  have  to  bear  the  lo  s  in 
case  they  were  destroyed.  The  result 
would  be  that  they  would  not  deal  with 
those  farmers  or  dealers  again  who  had 
sold  them  the  cattle,  and  they  would 
be  boycotted  and  the  butchers  would 
turn  their  attention  to  the  dead  meat 
market.  Therefore  he  suggested  that 
this  was  not  merely  a  trade  affair  but  it 
was  a  question  which  affected  a  much  wider 
range  of  interest.  A  good  illustration  of 
this  was  afforded  in  the  Anthrax  Order. 
In  Cheshire  it  had  been  arranged 
that  animals  slaughtered  on  account  of 
anthrax  should  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
local  rates.  If  the  Grovemment  could  be 
induced  to  take  up  this  question  and  to 
devise  some  means  by  which  one  half  of 
the  costs  would  fall  on  the  Imperial  funds 
instead  of  on  local  funds,  he  would  gladly 
welcome  such  an  Amendment.  It  was 
not  altogether  fair  that  the  district  where 
the  slaughter  took  place  should  pay  the 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray, 


whole  amount  of  the  compensation.  It 
would  be  logically  fair  if  it  were  possible 
to  trace  back  to  the  farmer  who  had  the 
opportunity  of  discovering  the  disease, 
but  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  do 
that  because  the  animals  passed  through 
many  hands,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
tell  at  what  stage  they  became  unsound, 
It  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  ^x 
responsibility.  He  believed  this  House, 
as  the  jealous  guardian  of  the  public 
health,  would  be  glad  to  facilitate  the 
performance  of  an  irksome  duty  by  the 
local  authorities,  and  to  protect  those 
engaged  in  an  important  industry  against 
the  unfair  conditions  to  which  they  were 
at  present  subjected. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Genebal  LAURI£  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  said  he  approved  of  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  but  not  of  the  methods 
proposed.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say 
that  the  agricultural  interest  and  butcheis 
were  strongly  in  favour  of  it,  but  the 
ratepayers  had  a  right  to  be  considered. 
The  Bill  provided  that  a  magistrate  should 
satisfy  himself  that  the  animal  had  a  good 
appearance  before  slaughter,  but  suppos- 
ing the  animal  was  killed  in  Abeideen- 
shire,  how  could  a  magistrate  in  London 
satisfy  himself  on  such  a  point.  It  was 
absolutely  impossible,  and  that  part  of 
the  Bill  was  unworkable.  The  Bill  really 
told  the  ratepayer  that  he  should  pay  the 
compensation  because  the  animal 
happened  to  be  in  the  district  in  which 
he  lived.  For  two  years  in  another 
House  of  Commons  he  was  chairman  of 
a  Committee  that  investigated  the  whole 
question  as  to  the  communicability  of 
tuberculosis,  but  this  Bill  had  nothing  to 
do  with  that  question.  On  behalf  of 
ratepayers  who  lived  in  large  populous 
communities  he  contended  that  the  Bill 
should  be  recast,  and  as  the  whole  com- 
munity would  benefit  by  the  destruction 
of  this  meat  they  should  be  prepared  to 
pay  for  it.  On  this  ground  he  felt  bound 
to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 

There  being  no  seconder,  the  Amend- 
ment fell  to  the  ground. 

^  *Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick)  said 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  moved 
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the  rejection  of  the  BiU  apparently  took 
the  greatest  possible   objection  to  the 
ratepayers  paying  the  cost,  bat  he  had 
akogether  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
nnfortonate  owner  had  to  bear  the  wholeof 
tile  loas  individually.  He  was  quite  certain 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member,  with 
that  sense  of  fair  play  which  he  possessed, 
would  not  wish  to  place  responsibility  on 
a  single  individual  which  onght  to  be 
bocne  by  the  whole  commanitv.     Those 
connected  with  the  meat  trade  in  the 
three  kingdoms  were  anxious  to  protect 
tlie     public     health,     but     they     had 
always     strenuoudy    maintained    that 
what    was   confiscated  for    the    public 
good    ought  to  be  paid  for  out  of    the 
pubHc    purse.     The   hon.    and    gallant 
Ifamber     who     moved     the     rejection 
of     the   Bill    but   could    not    obtain  a 
seconder,  seemed   to  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  it  was  not  competent  under  a 
private  Bin  to  charge  the  Imperial  funds 
with  any  cost,  and  that,  therefore,  no 
course    was  open  to  the  promoters  of 
this    measure    except    that  which  had 
been   adopted.        If    the    Government 
chose     to    adopt     this      suggestion    it 
would     be    competent    for    them    to 
take     steps    for    providing    a   remedy 
in    accordance     with     the     views     ot 
those  who  held  that  the   public   purse  i 
ought  to  pay.     If  an3rthing  was  confis- 
cated for  the  public  good  the  public  must 
pay,  and  he  should  be  very  much  obliged  I 
if  any  hon.  Member  could  tell  him  why 
the    meat   trade   should   be    the    only  | 
excepti<m][to  the  wholesome  rule  applied  | 
to  others.     He  took  it  that  the  House 
was  satisfied  with  the  principle  of  the  . 
Bill,  and  that  what  they  had  to  consider  | 
was  how  they  were  to  get  a  practical 
solution  of  the  question.     The  principle  [ 
of  compensation  had  been  adopted  by 
every  one  of  the  bodies  interested  in  the 
animal  industry.    The  Central  Chamber  ' 
of  Agriculture,  the  Irish  Cattle  Traders'  j 
and     Stockowners'    Associations — repre-  j 
senting  the  organised  opinions  of   that , 
country — the  important  National  Federa- 
tion of  Meat  Traders,  consisting  of   130 
affiliated  associations  from  the  principal 
cities  and  towns  of   England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  the  Isle  of  Man, 
and  the  Dublin  Yictuallers'  Association, 
had  all  unanimously  passed  resolutions 
in  favour  of    compensation.       Various 
clubs  in  England,  Ireland,  and 


strongly     supported       this 


I  Scotland, 
principle. 

I      The  hon.  Member  who  seconded  the 
■  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  had  very  pro- 

Ssrly  drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  an 
rder  had  been  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  under  which  the  County  Coun- 
cil of  Cheshire  should  pay  full  compensa- 
I  tion  in  cases  of  anthrax.     In  the  case  of 
I  animals  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  unless 
I  by  the  application  of  a  tubercular  test,  it 
was  impossible  to  detect  the  presence  of 
I  the     disease     until    the    animal     was 
j  slaughtered,  and  in  that  way  the  difficulty 
came  in,  as  the  authorities  could  not 
I  give    compensation   by    reason    of   the 
fact    that    they    were    not    owners    of 
,  the  animal  at  the  time  it  was   killed. 
He  had  attended  as  a  delegate  at  the 
j  Great  Tuberculosis  Congress  held  in  Lon- 
I  don  where  all  the  leading  scientists  and 
I  medical  authorities,  as  well  as  trade  and 
local   authorities'  representatives,    were 
I  present.   He  heard  Dr.  Koch  the  greatest 
living  bacteriologist  declare  that  bovine 
{ tuberculosis    was  not  communicable  to 
man  by  the  ingestion  of  meat.    He  was 
I  not    discussing  the   scientific    question 
I  except  to  say  that  that  declaration  was 
entitled   to  respect.     In    this    country 
we    lost  sight  of  what    was^  done    by 
moie  scientific  nations  than '  ourselves. 
In  Germany  and  other  countries  tuber- 
culous meat  was  sterilised  and  sold  at 
a  lower  price,  whereas  in  this  country  it 
was  destroyed,  and  tbe  meat  trader  who 
had  possession,  through  no  fault  of  his 
own,    was    prosecuted,    and    frequently 
efforts  were  made  to  send  him  to  prison. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  common  sense 
should  be  applied  to   this  matter,   and 
that  effect  should  be  given  by  medical 
officers  of  health  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1899, 
drawn  on  the  lines  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Minority    Report    Second    Commission, 
1898,  which  stated— 

**  We  consider,  therefore,  that  for  the  present 
oompensation  should  be  paid  for  carcases  con- 
fiscated for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis,  subject 
to  the  magistrate  who  orders  the  confiscation 
being  satisfied  that  the  animal  while  in  life  had 
a  g^xl  appearance,  was  well  nourished,  and 
exhibited  no  olinicaJ  evidence  of  tuberculosis ; 
subject  also  to  a  maximum  and  minimum  limit 
of  price.  We  feel  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  nx  such  prices  permanently ,having  regard  to 
the  fluctuations  of  the  cattle  and  meat  market. 
We  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  the  minimum 
price,  below  which  no  compensation   shall  be 
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paid,  as  well  as  the  maximum  sum  to  be  paid 
in  compensation,  even  if  less  than  the  price 
paid  for  the  animal  confiscated,  should  be  nxed 
in  each  year  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.'* 

The  Bill  was  practically  a  repetition 
of  this  recommendation.  But  accord- 
ing to  the  law,  as  it  at  present 
stood  and  was  administered,  a  meat 
trader  might  be  fined  £50,  or  sent  to 
prison,  for  an  offence  of  which  he  had 
absolutely  no  knowledge.  That  was 
a  condition  of  the  law  which  needed 
amendment,  and  the  sooner  the  House 
of  Commons  set  about  it  the  better. 


He  bad  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
many  oases  of  extreme  hardship  which 
had  occurred.  It  was  wrong  to  penalise 
an  honest  trade  in  this  fashion.  At 
Liverpool  some  time  ago,  under  the 
existing  law,  a  poor  woman  was  sent 
to  prison,  although  possesang  no  guilty 
knowledge.  There  was  such  a  dis- 
turbance raised  about  it  that  the 
magistrate  allowed  her  out  on  pay- 
ment of  a  fine.  If  pigs  were  killed  in 
Denmark  and  the  carcases  were  found 
to  be  diseased,  the  pork  would  be 
sterilised,  made  into  finished  bacon,  and 
imported  into  this  country  for  con- 
sumption t}y  Englishmen  who  prosecuted 
and  persecuted  the  home  producer,  as 
they  were  at  present  doing  in  the  Central 
Meat  Market,  London.  Another  extra- 
ordinary case  occurred  at  Lynn,  where  a 
man  in  the  trade  slaughtered  some  cattle 
to  oblige  a  railway  company ;  yet  he  was 
subjected  to  prosecution,  legal  costs, 
and  annoyance.  Besides  it  must  be 
remembered  always  that  the  unfortunate 
meat  trader  who  was  prosecuted  was 
generally,  as  a  consequence,  ruined  in  his 
business,  because  his  customers  did  not 
understand  the  technical,  difficulty  of  his 
position  in  being  held  liable  for  an 
occurrence  for  which  he  was  not  justly 
responsible.  But  the  House  should 
be  informed  and  give  due  considera- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  present 
ill-advised  system  was  diverting  a  large 
volume  of  the  meat  trade  to  the 
importer,  who,  under  existing  conditions, 
escaped  obloquy,  fine,  or  imprisonment 
because  there  were  few,  if  any,  tuberculous 
animals  imported,  and  those  were  mainly 
sold  in  carcases  after  inspection.  But 
the  seller  of  home  produce  bought  the 
animal  alive  and  was  open  to  all  those 
Mr.  FiM. 
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risky  and  penal  disadvantages.  When 
he  suffered,  he  took  of  necessity  to  buying 
foreign  meat. 

This  was  a  very  serious  .  issue 
for  landowners,  farmers,  graziers,  and 
in  fact  everyone  connected  with  the 
animal  industry  in  the  three  kingdcmis. 
He  had  visited  Continental  countries,  the 
cities  of  Paris,  Vienna,  Dresden,  Leipsigr 
and  Budapest;  the  authorities  there  did 
not  persecute  their  own  citizens  dealing 
in  home  meat,  on  the  contrary  they 
protected  them  by  a  reasonable  unifomk 
method  of  inspection ;  they  did  not  con- 
fiscate and  destroy  tons  of  good  meat^ 
simple  localised  tuberculosis  was  sensibly 
treated  by  cutting  away  the  affected 
portions.  More  serious  oases  were 
sterilised  and  the  meat  marked  and  sold 
at  a  lower  price,  and  only  in  bad  oase& 
destroyed.  But  in  this  country,  owing 
to  tibe  absence  of  qualifications  in  many 
meat  inspectors,  the  over-zealousness  of 
certain  medical  officers  of  health,  and  the 
want  of  uniformity  as  to  standard 
inspection — the  result  all  round  had  been 
most  injurious  to  the  producers  and 
retailers  of  native  meat.  The  main 
reasons  why  he  to(^  so  much  interest 
in  this  matter  was  because  be  waa 
President  of  the  Irish  Cattle  and  Stock- 
owners'  Association,  and  knew  about 
the  difficulties  raised  in  connection  witk 
the  buying  of  Irish  cattle  in  the  English. 
market.  There  was  not  so  much  tuber- 
culosis in  Ireland  as  in  England,  that 
being  due,  he  believed,  to  the  fact  that  now 
cattle  were  kept  more  in  the  open  air, 
and  they  had  less  in-breeding  and 
delicate  pampered  pedigree  stock  in 
Ireland.  But  this  whole  subject  as  to 
the  eliminations  of  tuberculosis  from 
the  herds  of  the  United  Einf;dom  and 
the  treatment  to  be  adopted  with  regard 
to  confiscation,  inspections,  and  sanita- 
tion needed  most  careful  and  prudent 
consideration.  He  therefore,  appealed 
to  the  House  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to 
a  Select  Committee  in  order  that  tho 
whole  subject  might  be  investigated  and 
a  solution  arrived  at  which  would  satisfy 
and  safeguard  the  wants  of  the  com* 
munity. 


♦Sir  HERBERT^MAXWELL  (Wigton- 
shire)  said  he  could  only  support  tho 
Bill  on  the  condition  that  had  been 
suggested,   namely,  that  it    should  be 
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referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  He 
was  very  glad  that  the  Ball  had  been 
idrtanate  in  the  ballot,  aathe  matter  was 
one  of  importance  to  the  community.  It 
was  to  be  regretted  that  the  promoters 
in  framing  the  measure  appeared  to  have 
been  ignorant  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Royal  Oommission,  over  which  he 
had  had  the  honour  to  preside.  It  was 
now  proposed  to  provide  a  remedy  by  the 
easy  process  of  putting  an  additicmal 
burden  on  the  rates,  bu»  the  ratepayer's 
burden  was  becoming  almost  more  than 
he  could  bear.  The  meat  trade  was  by 
no  means  the  only  trade  in  which  con- 
fiscation for  the  public  good  was  not 
followed  by  compensation;  cargoes  of 
rotten  fruit  or  bad  fish  were  destroyed 
without  com]^ensation.  He  thought  that 
if  the  question  of  tubercular  cUsease  in 
cattle  had  been  properly  grappled  witii  in 
this  country,  as  it  had  been  in  certain 
Continental  States,  any  grievance  would 
have  been  removed  and  the  question  of 
compeasation  would  not  have  arisen.  It 
did  not  arise  in  (Germany  simply  because 
a  more  rational  manner  of  administration 
and  regtdation  of  slaughterhouses  pre- 
vailed. It  did  not  ariBe  in  Denmark 
because  there  they  had  undertaken  a 
systematic  and  most  successful  method 
of  eliminating  this  most  destructive 
disease.  Since  the  Royal  Comnussion 
reported  some  years  ago  no  st^s  what- 
ever had  been  taken  to  improve  the 
chaos  which  characterised  the  administra- 
tion of  slaughterhouses  and  meat  inspec- 
tion in  this  country. 

The  grievance  which  had  been  dealt 
with  by  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  was  a  real  one  which  deserved 
consideration.  The  question  was,  how 
were  they  to  remove  the  grievance? 
Merely  to  compensate  the  trader  for  what, 
under  present  conditions,  was  an  ordinary 
trade  risk  would  be  most  unfair  to  the 
ratepayers.  The  first  thing  that  was 
required  was  the  adoption  of  some 
uniform  system  throughout  the  country 
fat  dealii^^  with  carcases  tainted  with 
tuberculosis.  In  Edinburgh  the  inspec- 
tion was  searching  and  complete,  and 
tiie  inspecting  stafiE  resembled,  more 
than  any  other  in  this  country,  that 
of  Continental  towns.  In  that  town 
the  slightest  indication  of  tubercular 
disease  caused  the   destruction  of  the  ' 


carcase,  and  a  great  deal  of  hard- 
ship was  occasioned  thereby  no  doubt. 
On  ^e  other  hand,  in  Manchester  they 
had  a  discriminating  system  of  inspection 
resembling  that  wtaoh  had  been  adopted 
in  Oerman  and  Danish  towns.  In  cases 
of  localised  disease,  the  organs  affected 
were  removed  and  destroyed,  and  the 
rest  of  the  carcase,  bemg  perfectly 
sound,  was  allowed  to  be  sold  as  meat. 
The  Royal  CommisBion  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  this,  and  in  their  Report  there 
would  be  found  a  specific  scheme  of  what 
ought  to  constitute  bad  meat,  and  what 
was  meat  which  mi^t  be  sold  with  per- 
fect safety  to  the  community,  lliat 
suggestion  had  been  absolutely  neglected* 
There  was  no  uniformity  in  that 
respect,  no  standard  of  soundness. 
There  was  also  no  uniformity  in  the 
qualifications  of  the  men  on^Rrhose  report 
the  condemnation  of  carcases  took  place. 
For  instance,  the  Royal  Commission 
found  six  years  ago  that  in  Battersea,  of 
the  seven  meat  inspectors  four  were 
plumbers  and  three  carpenters;  in 
Hackney  tiie  duty  of  inspecting  carcases 
was  entrusted  to  a  plumber,  a  compositor, 
a  florist,  and  a  stonemason;  and  in 
Portsmouth  the  inspectors  included  one 
solitary  butcher,  who  might  be  expected 
to  know  sometiiing  of  the  business,  two 
school  teachers,  a  medical  dispenser,  and 
a  tram  conductor.  It  was  on  the  report 
of  men  like  these  that  butchers,  fanners, 
and  graziers  had  their  meat  passed  or 
condemned. 

A  further  injustice  was  imposed 
by  the  present  system  on  farmers, 
graziers,  and  butchers.  The  enormous 
importation  of  foreign  and  colonial  meat 
practically  escaped  inspection  altogether. 
During  a  visit  to  the  slaughterhouse  at 
Deptford,  where  2,700  beasts  were 
slaughtered  every  week,  he  found  that  a 
single  inspector  had  to  examine  2,700  car- 
cases in  three  days.  He  believed  that 
the  inspecting  staff  at  Deptford  had  since 
been  reinforced.  Was  not  such  a  system 
of  inspection  a  farce?  He  could  not 
conceive  that  the  animals  received  the 
same  amount  of  inspection  which  was 
given  in  well-regulated  slaughterhouses. 
In  Saxony,  in  the  year  1895,  tuber- 
culosis was  found  to  exist  in  22,758 
carcases ;  if  every  one  of  these  carcases 
had  been    destroyed,    a    vast   deal   of 
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valuable  meat  would  have  been  wasted. 
But  92^  per  cent,  of  these  carcases 
were  pawed  by  the  inspectors  as  fit  for 
food,  5^  per  cent,  were  disposed  of  at 
the  price  of  inferior  meat,  and  the 
whole  of  the  rest  were  destroyed,  but 
without  compensation.  There  was 
no  question  that  this  particular  disease 
was  found  almost  exclusively  among 
cows.  In  Glasgow,  during  two  years, 
1,287  carcases  were  condemned  for  tuber- 
culosis, and  of  these,  thirteen  were  bulls, 
four  bullocks,  two  calves,  seven  pigs,  and 
1,260  were  cows.  Cows  kept  in  a  dairy 
were  peculiarly  liable  to  this  particular 
disease.  Every  man  acquainted  with 
the  trade  knew  that  there  was  less  hard- 
ship involved  in  the  confiscation  of  a 
cow's  carcase,  because  the  presumption 
was  that  the  owner  had  got  his  profit  out 
of  the  aniihal  as  a  milker.  Nothing 
had  been  done  since  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  six  years  ago  to  sub- 
stitute some  order  for  the  chaos  which 
characterised  the  administration  of 
slaughterhouses  and  meat  inspection  in 
this  country.  He  would  value  much 
some  assurance  from  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  that  action  would  shortly 
be  t*aken  on  that  Report.  If  it  was  not 
to  be,  he  would  like  to  know  the  reason 
why.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
responsibility  rested  with  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman's  Department  or  with  the 
Board  of  Agriculture.  But,  at  all  events, 
it  was  with  a  feeling  somewhat  akin  to 
shame  that  they  must  contemplate  what 
had  been  done  in  coping  with  tuber- 
culosis successfully,  practically,  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  people,  in  a 
small  State  like  Denmark,  while  no 
serious  attempt  had  been  made  in  this 
country  to  stamp  out  this  most  destruc- 
tive disease  from  our  herds. 

♦Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.)  said  that  the  effect  produced  on  his 
mind  by  the  discussion  was,  that  a  true 
Bill  had  been  found  for  further  inquiry, 
in  the  interests  both  of  farmer  and 
consumer.  He  supported  this  Bill  partly 
because  he  represented  what  was  the 
leading  feeding  county  in  Scotland,  but 
mainly  in  the  general  public  interest. 
The  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time, 
and  sent  to  a  Select  Committee  for 
further  consideration.    It  was  hard  lines 

Sir  Ilerbeii  Maxwell 


on  the  farmer  and  the  butcher  that  they 
could  not  diagnose  tuberculosis.  The 
tuberculin  test,  which  was  the  only 
real  test,  would  not  operate  at  all 
after  the  animal  had  beeu  knocked  about 
in  markets  or  had  CDme  off  from  a 
long  journey.  The  beasts  were  then  in 
a  state  of  unstable  equilibrium.  Why, 
then,  should  not  the  farmer  or  butcher 
get  compensation  for  his  animal  if  it  was 
killed  without  his  knowledge  that  it  was 
tuberculous.  The  analogy  of  the  man 
who  sold  rotten  fruit,  or  rotten  meat,  was 
no  analogy  at  all,  because  he  did  it  with 
his  eyes  and  nose  open,  whereas  the 
whole  case  for  this  Bill  was  that  the 
farmer  did  not,  and  could  not,  know  what 
the  condition  of  the  animal  was  before  it 
was  slaughtered.  It  was  a  very  serious 
fact  that  while  consumption  amongst 
grown  persons  had  decreased,  the  same 
disease  among  children  was  largely  in- 
creasing, and  the  problem  was,  whether 
this  was  not  in  consequence  of  tuberculous 
milk  being  given  to  the  young  persons. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Baronet 
that  it  was  unfortunate  we  had  not  taken 
steps  to  stamp  out  tuberculosis  in  this 
country  as  had  been  done  in  Denmark. 
Sir  Thomas  Gibson  Carmichael  had 
proved  by  long  experiment  that  this 
disease  could  be  stamped  out.  Surely 
prevention  was  better  than  cure.  Nearly 
every  locality  was  now  providing  an 
institution  for  the  treatment  of  consump- 
tion by  the  open  air  method,  but  it 
would  be  much  better  to  attack  the 
disease  at  the  outset.  Every  opportunity 
should  be  taken  of  nipping  the  disease  at 
the  outset,  and  testing  the  milk  to  dis- 
cover whether  it  was  tuberculous.  He 
supported  the  Bill,  both  in  the  agricul- 
tural and  the  public  interest.  Some- 
thing had  been  said  about  insurance,  but 
they  knew  that  the  farmers  were  fighting 
an  uphill  battle,  and  had  not  much  money 
to  spare.  So  long  as  insurance  was  not 
compubory,  that  would  provide  at 
least  a  partial  solution  of  the  problem. 

♦Sir  FREDERICK  MILNER  (Notting- 
hamshire, Bas^etlaw)  said  he  supported 
the  Motion  for  the  Second  Beading  of 
the  Bill  on  the  ground  of  justice,  and  be* 
cause  he  believed  it  would  afford  a 
protection  to  the  public  against  the  sale 
of  diseased  meat.    There  could  be  no 
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possible  question  that  at  certain  stages 
it  was  impossible  to  discover  disease 
when  the  animal  was  alive;  but  he  was 
told  that  immediately  an  animal  was 
killed  it  was  possible  for  any  batcher  to 
say  whether  it  was  diseased  or  not. 
WhtLt  he  suggested  was  that  in  some 
subsequent  clause  of  the  Bill  it  should  be 
stipulated  that  a  butcher  should  at  once 
notify  to  the  authorities  when  he  had 
killed  a  beast  and  discovered  that  it  was 
in  a  diseased  state.  That  would  be  a  great 
protection  to  the  public.  With  that 
addition  he  thought  the  Bill  would 
be  an  eminently  fair  one,  and  he 
sincerely  hoped  it  would  pass. 

Dr.  IHUTCHI.^SON  (Sussex.  Rye) 
saidthatthis  was  not  only  a  butchers*  and  a 
graziers'  question,  it  was  one  which 
affected  the  public  at  large.  He  was 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
continue  his  efforts  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  awfal  disease  of  consumption; 
and  he  appealed  with  perfect  confidence 
to  the  n^t  hon.  Gentleman  to  assist 
private  Members  in  securing  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  its  consideration 
by  a  Select  Committee.  He  protested 
against  attempts  to  stop  a  measure  for 
tiie  benefit  of  the  public  health,  because 
Gentlemen  were  squabbling  among  them- 
selves as  to  whether  the  taxpayer  or 
the  ratepayer  should  provide  the  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) 
said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Bill  was 
ill-drawn,  and  ill  thought  out.  It  in  no 
way  carried  out  the  recommendations  or 
intentions  of  the  Royal  Commission.  If 
the  Bill  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
butcher,  and  of  the  public,  it  did  not  go 
far  enough ;  if  it  was  in  the  interests  of 
agriculture,  there  were  others  who  had 
equal  claims  upon  the  public  purse. 
Why  should  the  butcher  be  selected,  in 
preference  to  other  traders,  for  compensa- 
tion 1  The  dealer  in  tinned  meats  and 
fruits  was  in  exactly  the  same  position, 
and  he  maintained  that  they  ought  to 
be  fair  to  all  industries.  It  was  said 
that  it  was  in  the  interest  of  pubUc 
health  that  tuberculosis  should  be  struck 
at,  but  the  Bill  was  not  approaching  the 
question  fromtiie  right  point  of  view,  nor 
was  it  dealing  with  it  according  to  the 


recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion. He  had  made  experiments  himself 
in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  he 
held  that  if  they  were  going  to  deal  with 
the  matter  it  should  begin  at  the  farm- 
yard, and  not  in  the  butcher's  shop. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Ham  had 
pointed  out  very  rightly  that  in  the 
Minority  Report  it  was  suggested  that 
compensation  should  be  given  for 
the  slaughter  of  animals.  True; 
but  it  was  only  to  be  given  under  certain 
conditions.  Compensation  was  only  to 
be  allowed  for  a  limited  period,  dating 
from  the  time  when  means  were  adopted 
for  the  elimination  of  tuberculosis  from 
our  herds.  The  Majority  Report  did 
not  suggest  any  compensation  whatever. 
Therefore  he  contended  that  before  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  was  adopted  there  should 
be  legislation  to  deal  first  of  all  with  the 
elimination  of  tuberculosis  from  the 
country.  He  thought  that  no  good 
purpose  would  be  served  by  sending  the 
Bill  to jL  Select  Committee. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.)  said  that  perhaps  it 
would  be  convenient  if  he  stated 
now  what  his  view  of  the  Bill  was. 
He  had  great  sympathy  with  the  view  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  pointed 
out  that  this  measure  did  not  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  either  the 
Majority  or  the  Minority  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission.  But  the  hon.  (Gentle- 
man had  failed  to  appreciate  the  object 
and  intention  of  the  Bill.  The  extinction 
of  tuberculosis  was  being  aimed  at^ 
through  the  destruction  of  the  animal, 
becaiise  the  disease  was  injurious  to 
public  health ;  and  the  sole  object  of 
the  measure  was  the  payment  of  com- 
pensation to  the  trader  who  suffered 
heavy  loss  in  consequence  of  a  law 
imposed  upon  him  in  the  general  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  He  thought 
that  the  BUI  was  badly  drawn,  and  he 
very  much  doubted  whether,  if  passed  in 
its  present  form,  it  would  carry  out  the 
object  of  the  promoters.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Bill  gave  the  House  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  its  views  on  a. 
question  with  regard  to  which  there  was 
considerable  agreement.  What  they  had 
to  consider  was  not  only  the  feasibility 
of   the  machinery  of  the  Bill,   or  the 
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quality  of  its  drafting,  but  the  principle  |  to  force   on,  local   authorities    in  thb 
involved  in  the  measure.     There  was  a  |  country, 
great  deal  to  be  said  in  support  of  the  , 


case  of  those  in  whose  interest  the 
Bill  was  promoted,  and  he  agreed 
with  much  which  had  been  said  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  who  spoke  with  so  much 
authority  on  this  subject,  and  who 
had  presided  over  the  Royal  CSommission. 
It  was  said  that  if  this  Bill  passed  in  its 
present  form  it  would  not  be  effective ; 
but  he  nevertheless  thought  there  was  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  in  the  interest  of 
those  who  were  liable  to  have  their 
property  seized,  and  in  whose  interest 
the  Bill  was  promoted.  It  was  an  un- 
doubted fact  that  the  results  of  the 
tuberculin  teqt  were  very  often  mis- 
leading and  could  not  be  relied  on,  and 
in  some  cases  it  was  impossible  to  apply 
the  test  at  all.  The  butcher,  therefore, 
was  exposed  to  risks  that  did  not  affect 


Sib  HERBERT  MAXWELL : 
done  it  in  Scotland. 


We  have 


Mr.  WALTER  LONG  said  whatever 
success  might  have  attended  the  intro- 
duction of  the  reform  in  Scotland,  it  was 
a  fact  not  to  be  questioned  that  an 
attempt  to  force  upon  local  authorities 
in  England  an  obligation  to  set  up  public 
slaughterhouses  would  excite  a  feeling  of 
hostility  that  would  retard  good  work 
now  being  done.  It  was,  no  doubt,  true 
that  local  inspectors  were  not  always 
well  qualified  for  their  duties,  but  under 
our  system  of  decentralisation  the 
Gtovernment  could  not  be  blamed  for 
this.  The  difference  between  the  law 
of  Germany  and  Denmark  and  that  of 
England    in    this  regard  was    that  the 


Any  other  trader.     He  bought  a  beast,    '^"^"*"^    !"    ^""^  'J^^  ""^      Z  r^ 
.•^„...        J      _  *j       J.*  I  system  m  those  countries  was  centralised 

to  all  intents  and  purposes  sound,  and  it   A ^__  .  _  ..   „_  ^.     _„^_^     xj_ 


purposes 
was  only  when  that  beast  had  been 
slaughtered  and  the  inspector  had  paid 
his  visit  that  the  butcher  learnt  for  the 
first  time  that  the  article  for  which  he 
had  given  perhaps  £25  or  £26  was  unfit 
for  human  food  and  only  worth  a  few 
shillings.  When  the  animal  was  pur- 
chased it  was  almost  impossible  to  tell 
whether  it  was  Ukely  to  be  diseased  or 
not.  The  man  who  possessed  the 
animal  in  the  first  instance  possibly 
found  indication  of  this  disease  in  one 
animal,  and  the  "  vet."  called  in  had  the 
animal  destroyed.  The  owner  of  the 
herd  having  then  some  knowledge  of 
the  disease  asked  what  he  was  to  do 
with  the  other  animals  to  fatten  them  and 
put  them  on  the  market  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  was  obvious  that  in  such  a 
exposed 


whereas  here  it  was  the  reverse.  Here 
we  were  told  to  trust  to  the  local 
authority  to  see  that  this  reform  was 
!  effected.  They  had  done  their  best  to 
impress  upon  local  authorities  that  they 
should  appoint  inspectors  of  knowledge 
and  experience,  and  clauses  in  a  Bill  he 
hoped  to  introduce  would  tend  to  secure 
that  result,  but  it  was  a  matter  that 
could  only  be  done  by  degrees,  and  any 
attempt  to  set  up  public  slaughterhouses 
or  CO  generalise  in  order  to  universally 
stamp  out  tuberculosis  by  the  tuber- 
cuUn  test,  would,  in  his  opinion,  instead 
of  doing  good,  result  in  a  good  deal  more 
hostility  being  shown  than  was  shown  at 
present  This  matter  touched  the  whole 
I  question  of  local  government,  and  no 
!  doubt  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  some 
of  the  smaller  local  authorities,  on  the 


case   the  butcher  was  exposed    to    an  i  ^~  '~  j  "Z  "T"  r'"      ' 

enormous    risk.      The  House  ought  to   8~^ V*  «f f?^' **>  ^PPT ^  P'°P«  r°i 
.1- .._   •     „„^y     ® All  that  could  be  done  was  to  lead  the  local 


deal  with  this  question  in  such  a  way, 
by  compensation,  as  to  ensure  that  these 
animals  should  not  be  put  upon  the 
market  and  sold  for  human  food.  The 
Government  were  charged  with  having 
done  nothing  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Royal  Commission. 
One  of  the  most  important  recom- 
mendations was  that  there  must  be  a 
central  slaughterhouse  where  the  animals 
oould  be  slaughtered,  inspected,  and 
properly  dealt  with.  It  was  a  difficult 
question  even  to  hurry  on,  and  far  more 
Mr.  H^alter  Long. 


authorities  along  the  path  of  permanent 
J  progress  in  this  regard.  But  if  they 
,  could  not  get  all  the  reforms  which  were 
j  asked  for  there  was  some  justification 
I  for  the  claim  put  forward  by  the  pro- 
i  mot^s  of  the  present  measure  in  that  the 
present  condition  of  things  inflicted  io- 
justice  on  one  class  of  traders,  and  a 
*  releienoe  of  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
I  mittee,  with  power  to  take  evidence, 
i  would  offer  the  <^p<ffvuttity  for  inquiry 
I  in  which  traders  and    ratqiajeis  could 
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pnseat  their  case,  and  in  that  inquiry  a 
remedy  might  be  found  and  a  ^tem  of 
iMnnpeasation  devised.  This  was  as  far 
as  he  would  be  prepared  to  go,  and 
although  he  admitted  the  truth  of  the 
criticisins  which  had  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Oentl^nan  who  just  sat  down«  he 
did  not  think  that  even  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  would  be  prepared  to  divide  the 
House  upon  this  question.  The  already 
heavilj  burdened  ratepayers  must  be 
oonsidered,  and  certainly  he  must  be 
understood  as  giving  no  promise  to  sup- 
pent  a  proposal  that  compensation  should 
€ome  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  He 
was  informed  that  at  Newcastle  an 
admirable  insurance  fund  had  been 
established  by  contributions  from  traders, 
and  this,  with  other  matters  in  relation 
to  the  subject^  might  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  reference  to  the  Committee. 
With  the  understanding  that  the  BiU 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
he  assented  to  the  Second  Reading. 

♦S»  USES  KN0WLB8  (SaHord,  W.) 
said  that  in  the  interests  of  his  constitu- 
ents he  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  this  subject  as  far  back 
as  1889.  It  was  then  recognised  that  a 
great  hardship  was  inflicted  on  the 
meat-trade  and  the  agitation  then  com- 
menced had  after  sixteen  years  resulted  in 
the  introduction  of  this  Bill.  They  recog- 
nised the  great  risk  which  butchers  had 
to  onciir  and  all  that  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill  asked  was  uniformity  of  inspection, 
eondemnation,  and  compensation.  It  had 
been  difficult  in  the  past  to  discover  which 
was  the  proper  Department  to  deal  with 
this  question.  When  he  brought  the 
subject  to  the  attention  of  the  House  in 
1889  he  was  told  that  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture dealt  only  with  live  animals  and 
that  he  must  apply  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  but  when  he  went  to  the  Local 
<jovemment  Board  he  was  told  that  they 
dealt  only  with  dead  animals,  and  he 
must  go  to  the  Department  which  dealt 
with  Kve  animals.  He  now  congratu- 
lated the  right  hon.  Ctentleman  on  his 
speech  and  the  reception  he  had  given 
to  the  Bill  on  behalf  ot  the  Government, 
and  also  he  congratulated  him  that  it 


was  recognised    that   the  subject   was 
closely*oonoemed  with  public  health. 


*Mr.  CHANNINO  (Northamptonshire, 
B.)  entirely  concurred  with  what  had 
fadlen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Bedfordshire  and  took  it  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  (Government  Board  was 
in  agreement  with  them  as  to  the  effect 
of  this  Bill.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered hostile  to  the  principle  of  compen- 
sation, and,  in  bet,  he  had  always 
advocated  in  the  strongest  way  compensa- 
tion for  farmers  and  others,  where  there 
was  compulsory  slaughter  of  their  cattle, 
and  who  were  not  guilty  of  any  fraud. 
But  in  this  case  compensation  was  pro- 
vided on  a  wholly  different  principle, 
where  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered 
were  afterwards  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  food.  That  was  applying  the 
principle  ol  compensation  in  an  entirely 
wrong  way.  He  agreed  with  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  WigtonsMre 
that  the  principle  of  compensation  could 
only  be  introduced  as  part  of  a  general 
system  adopted  to  deal  with  this  disease. 
The  duty  of  the  State  and  the  interest  of 
agriculturists  was  to  adopt  a  system  of 
elimination  of  the  disease.  The  ground 
upon  which  he  took  special  exception 
was  that  he  thought  the  Bill  was  likely 
to  encourage  fraud.  He  suggested  that 
if  there  was  to  be  a  Select  Committee  the 
whole  question  of  compensation  for 
slaughter  of  cattle  in  connection  with 
the  stamping  out  of  disease  should  be  re- 
ferred to  it,  after  careful  consideration 
of  the  terms  of  reference. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Select 
Committee." 

Mb.  WALTER  LONG  said  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  the  Select  Committee 
to  enter  into  the  much  wider  inquiry 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Northamptonshire;    and    he    imagined 
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that  the  promoters  would  not  be  willing 
to  accept  a  Motion  for  such  an  inquiry 
in  gubstitution  for  their  BilL 

*Mb.  CHANNING  said  he  would  on  the 
proper  occasion  invite  the  Gtovemment 
to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  deal 
on  a  wider  reference,  with  the  question 
of  compensation  in  the  case  of  slaughter 
for  tuberculosis  in  all  cases. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  committed  to  a  Select  Committee. 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (WALES)  ACT  (1881) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

[Second  Reading]. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  moved  the  Second  Reading  of 
,  this  Bill,  with  which  hon.  Members  were 
familiar  as  embodying  the  recommenda- 
tions of  a  Royal  Commission  for  making 
the  working  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
in  Wales  more  efEective.    He  had  himself 
brought  forward  this  Bill  on  ten  occa- 
sions, and  for  fourteen  years  this  amending 
Bill  had  been  introduced  into  the  House, 
and  under  those  circumstances  he  sub- 
mitted   the    overwhelming    opinion    of 
Wales  was  in  its  favour.    No  Bill  could 
have  a  greater  support  from  public  opinion 
in  the  Principality,  and  the  treatment  of 
the  measure  by  the  House  was  of  much 
political  importance  to  Wales,  where  it 
was  thought  right  that  questions  affecting 
the  Principality  alone  should  be  decided 
in  accordance   with  the    overwhelming 
sentiment    of     the    country.      It    was 
undoubtedly  a  farce  that  the  people  of 
Wales,  feeling  so  strongly  as  they  did 
upon  this  question,  should  not  be  allowed 
Mr.  JP  alter  Long, 


to  work  out,  in  the  sphere  of  temperance, 
their  own  salvation. 

*Mb.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon)  seconded  the  Motion,  and 
urged  the  (Jovemment  to  give  facilities 
for  the  Second  Reading.  He  pointed 
out  that  when  the  Commission,  pre- 
sided over  by  Lord  Balfour  of  Bur- 
leigh, inquired  into  this  matter  they 
found  that  the  operation  of  the  Act  of 
1881,  so  far  as  it  went,  was  satisfactory 
to  the  vast  majority  of  the  Welsh 
people,  and  that  the  extension  of  its 
scope  was  urgently  needed  with  more 
stringent  provisions.  The  present  Bill 
solely  adopted  the  recommendations  of 
that  Commission,  which  was  appcHuted 
by  a  Conservative  Government.  It  had 
the  voice  of  practically  the  whole  Welsh 
nation  behind  i^,  and  for  those  reasons  he 
strongly  supported  the  Second  Reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mb.  groves  (Salford,  S.)  moved  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months,  objecting  to  the  inclusion  of 
Monmouthshire  in  its  provisions,  and 
maintaining  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act 
had  not  decreased  drunkenness,  but  had 
increased  it.  On  that  ground  alone,  and 
in  the  interests  of  true  temperance,  he 
opposed  the  extension  of  the  Act  to 
Monmouthshire. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Five  of  the 
dock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 


Debate  to 
13th  May. 


be  resumed  upon  Friday, 


Adjoomod  at  twraity-eight  minaU« 
before  Six  o'clock  tiU  Monday 
next. 
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The  Hoase  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


^  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway 
I  Bin.  To  be  read  the  thiid  time  to- 
*S  moiTOw. 

^  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
^  Bill  (King's  Consent  signified).  Bill 
g  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

^  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway 
^  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third  time,  and 
I  passed,  without  Amendment. 

I  Midland  Railway  Bill.  Read  the  third 
^  time,  and  passed.    [New  Title.] 

^     Young  and  Bell's  Patents  Bill  [Lords]. 

^  Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed,  without 

'^  Amendment. 

I 

I     Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Oas  Bill 

I  [Lords].    Read  a  seoond  time,  and  com- 

I  mitted. 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill. 
"  To  regulate  the  expenditure  of  Money 
by  the  London  County  Council  on 
capital  account  during  the  current  finan- 
cial period,  and  the  raising  of  Money  to 
laeet  sudi  expenditure ;  and  for  other 
purpoBes,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  4).  Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
relating  to  Portsmouth,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  and  Mr. 
Walter  Long. 

Local  (Government  Provisional  Order 
(No.  4)  Bill  "  To  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
relatiDg  to  Portsmouth,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 

VOL.  CXXXin.    [Fourth  Series.] 


for    Private  Bills,   and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  153.] 


Mullingar,  Eells,  and  Drogheda  Rail- 
way Bill.  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 


PETITIONS. 


CONCILIATION  AND  ARBITRATION 
ACr  (1896)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  (1901> 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LEASEHOLD  ENFRANCHISEMENT  BILL, 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LICENSED  PREMISES  (HOURS  OF 
CLOSING). 

Petition  from  Battersea,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law ; 
from  Glasgow;  Froggatt;  Plymouth; 
Tyne  Dook ;  Mountain  Ash ;  Failsworth ; 
Pontespury ;  Southport  (two) ;  Fulham ; 
South  Shields  (eleven) ;  Downham ; 
Eccles;  Llanrhaiadr;  RUw;  Walworth 
and  Camberwell;  Manchester;  Partiok; 
Dorking  (two) ;  and  Battersea  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the^  Table. 

POLUNG    ARRANGEMENTS    (PARLIA 
MENTARY  BOROUGHS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
O 
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POLLING  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY 
•COUNCILS)   BILL. 


I  of  State  lor  the  Home  Department,  on 
the  drconutmnoes  attending  an  accident 
to   which  occuired  in  the  drying-hoote  for 
i  nitro-cotton  at  the  Factory  of  HesBis. 
'  Cortia  and  Harvey,  Limited,  at  Cliffe, 
I  Kent,  on  the  4th  February,   1904  [by 
Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  . 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


Petition  from  Battersea,  in  &vour ; 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL. 


REFORMATORY  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Royal  Burghs  of  Scot- 
land, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RE-VACCINATION   BILL. 

Petition  from  Manchester,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL.  . 

Petition  from  Folkestone,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OP  BUTTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to  | 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TIED  HOUSES  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TIED  HOUSES  (FREEING)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  BILL. 

Petittcm  from  Battersea^  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

WAGES  BOARDS  BILL. 

Petition  from  Battersea,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EXPLOSIONS  (CURTIS  AND  HABVEY'S 
FACTORY  AT  CLIFFE,  K)'.NT). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  Captain 


p: 


EMIGRATION  STATISTICS  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Emigration  Statis- 
tics of  Irebnd  for  the  year  1903  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


H.   Desborough,  His    Biajesty's 


Inspector  of  FiXplosives,  to  the  Secretary  '  [No.  129.] 


Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the 
Inter-departmental  Committee  on  the 
Model  Course  of  Physical  Exercises  [by 
Conunand]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (OFFICLAX  SECRETS). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Indian  Official 
Secrets  (Amendment)  Act,  1904  [by 
Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[oidered  14th  April;  Mr,  Bonar  Latp]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

[No.  128.] 

TRADE   OF    THE   UNITED    KINGDOM 
WirH  GERMANY. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  7th  March ;  Mr,  Matthew  IFTiite 
Ridley];  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  13th  April,  1904,  declaring  that 
Daniel  Gray,  Leading  Hand  of  Fitters, 
Royal  Gun  Factory,  War  Office,  was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service 
Certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the 
part  of  the  head  of  his  Department  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NAVAL  EXPENDITURE. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  March ;  Sir  Edgat  Vincent] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS         brought  the  Education  Act  into  opera 


CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Operation  of  Bducation  Act. 

IbuOfiORGB  WHITE  (Norfolk,N.W.): 
Toi'aak  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether  he  can  state,  for 
each  month  since  let  April,  1903,  the 
number  of  education    authorities    who 


tion  within  that  month  and  the  number 
of  educational  districts  in  which  it  is  not 
yet  in  operation,  distinguishing  between 
England  and  Wale  . 

{Answered by  Sir  William  Anson.)  The 
following  statement  shows  the  number 
of  appointed  days  which  have  fallen  in 
each  month  from  1st  April,  1903 : — 


England. 

Wales  aud  Monmouth. 

Month. 

C. 

C.B. 

B. 

U.D. 

Tot%l. 

C. 

C.B. 

B. 

U.D. 

Total. 

1903:— 
April  . 

8 

13 

15 

2 

3d 

1 

1 

May    . 

5 

10 

31 

8 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June   . 

5 

« 

18 

11 

42 

— 

— 

1 

—    ; 

1 

July    .        . 

13 

14 

26 

8 

61 

— 

— 

1 

_    1 

1 

August 

— 

— 

8 

3 

11 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

September  . 

16 

16 

17 

11 

59 

7 

— 

1 

4 

12 

October 

— 

1 

6 

5 

12 

— 

— 

—     1 

— 

Norember  . 

— 

1 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

December  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1904:- 

' 

January 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

February    . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

March 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

April  .        .        . 

2 

1 

12 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

49 

66 

139 

49 

303 

7 

— 

5 

7    ' 

1 

19 

Included  in  this  table  are  two  English 
boroughs  and  one  Welsh  borough  which 
have  relinquished  all  their  powers,  and 
three  English  boroughs  and  one  English 
uban  district  which  have  relinquished 
their  powers  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act. 
In  certain  counties  and  county  boroughs 


the  appointed  day  for  Part  II.  fell  on  an 
earlier  date  than  that  for  Part  III.  of 
the  Act.  These  authorities  have  been 
given  under  the  month  in  which  the 
appointed  day  for  Part  HI.  was  fixed. 
The  appointed  day  has  not  yet  been 
reached  in  the  following  areas  : — 


England. 

Wales  and  Monmouth. 

C. 

C.B. 

B. 

U.D. 

Total. 

C. 

C.B. 

B. 

U.D. 

Total. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

3 

— 

2 

11 

N.B.—C— County.     C.B.— County  Borough.     B.— -Borough.     U.D.— Urban  District. 

0   2  T 
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AppointmentB  to  Abstractor  Class- 
Age  Limits. 

Mb.  TOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  when 
the  class  of  senior  abstractors  was  formed 
it  was  stated  in  the  letter  of  appoint- 
ment that  the  age  limit  for  retirement 
was  sixty-five,  and  that  when  the  limit 
of  age  for  entrance  was  extended  &peci- 
ally  to  sixty  a  was  not  contemplated 
compulsorily  to  retire  efficient  men  at 
sixty  or  sixty-one,  he  will  explain  why 
some  writers  have  recently  been  ap- 
pointed abstractors  who  are  over  sixty 
years  of  age. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Victor  Cavendish.^  I 
am  aware  of  only  three  cases  in  which 
copyists  have  received  certificates  as 
abstractors  after  passing  the  age  of  sixty. 
In  one  case  the  copyist  was  nominated 
before  he  was  sixty,  but  an  accidental 
delay  in  the  issue  of  his  certificate 
brought  him  over  that  age.  In  the  two 
other  cases  the  Treasury  were  not  aware 
that  the  men  were  over  sixty. 


IncomeTax  Oollaction  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Sib  J.  STIRLING-MAXWELL  (Glas- 
gow College) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  will  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  the  Depart- 
mental Return  showing  the  state  of  the 
income-tax  collection  at  the  end  of  the 
months  of  January,  February,  and  March 
for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Atisten Chamberlain.) 
The  Returns  in  question  are  of  a  purely 
Departmental  character;  they  are  pre- 
pared on  quite  a  different  basis  for 
England  and  Scotland  respectively,  and 
the  figures  would  require  a  large  amount 
of  readjustment  before  they  could  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  and 
under  the  circumstances  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  lay  them. 


Defaulting  8olicitorsM3reation  of  a 
jPnblic  Trustee. 

Mr.  HENNIKBR  HBATON  (Canter- 
bury):   To    ask    Mr.  Attorney-General 


whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  number  of  solicitors  who  have  been 
struck  off  the  roll  during  the  past  five 
years  for  misappropriating  the  moneys 
of  their  clients;  and  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  protect  clients  and  reduce 
the  number  of  offenders  in  the  profession 
by,  among  other  things,  creating  a  public 
trustee  with  whom  the  moneys  of  clients 
must  be  invested. 


(Answered  by  Bir  Robert  Finlay.)  His 
Biajesty's  Government  have  already 
taken  steps  to  meet  the  evil  to  which 
the  Question  calls  attention  by  the  in- 
troduction and  passing  of  the  Larceny 
Act  of  1901,  which  deals  with  the  very 
numerous  cases  to  which  the  existing 
provisions  for  the  punishment  of  fraudu- 
lent trustees  did  not  apply.  The  Judi- 
cial Trustee  Act,  1896,  makes  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  a  judicial  trustee 
in  any  case  in  which  application  is  made 
to  the  court  for  that  purpose.  It  would 
not  be  practicable  to  make  the  invest- 
ment of  trust  moneys  with  a  public 
trustee  compulsory,  and,  moreover,  any 
such  measure  could  not  have  any  appli- 
cation to  the  very  large  class  of  cases  in 
which  no  formal  trust  has  been  created. 


Victoria  and  Albert  Museum  and  Boyal 
College  of  Science— Dates  of  Completion. 

Mb.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) :  To 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Chorley,  as 
representing  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  if  he  will  say  what  progress  is 
being  made  with  the  building  of  the 
Victoria  and  Albert  Museum;  and  at 
what  approximate  date  will  all  the  differ- 
ent museum  buildings  of  South  Kensing- 
ton be  brought  to  a  state  of  completion. 


(Answered  by  Lard  Balcarres.)  Good 
progress  is  being  made  with  the  building 
of  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  the 
work  being  now  up  to  the  first  floor  leveL 
There  is,  at  present,  no  reason  to  think 
that  the  buildings  of  the  Victoria  and 
Alberfc  Museum  and  the  Royal  College  of 
Science  will  not  be  completed  by  the 
dates  named  in  the  contracts,  viz.,  23id 
February,  1907,  and  1st  June,  1906,  re- 
spectively. 
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Spaed  of  HUB.  '* Drake "—ImiiroTed 
Ftopellers« 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if 
he  will  state  for  what  speed  was  H.M.S. 
"Drake'*  designed;  what  speed  did  she 
attain  during  her  initial  speed  trial?  ;  on 
what  date  was  the  '^ Drake"  snbse- 
qoently  fitted  with  improved  propellers, 
and  are  those  propellers  still  in  use  on 
the  ** Drake";  what  speed  has  been 
attained  by  the  "  Drake  "  with  these  im- 
proved  propellers;  what  are  the  exact 
details  of  the  screw  propellers  now  fitted 
to  the  *'  Drake,"  and  in  what  respect  do 
they  differ  from  the  propellers  with 
which  she  was  first  ^ted ;  are  the  screw 
propellers  fitted  to  H.M.S.  "Lancaster" 
similar  to  thoee  fitted  to  the  ''Drake," 
and,  if  not,  in  what  respect  do  they  differ ; 
how  many  and  which  of  His  Majesty's 
warahips  are  now  fitted  with  screw  pro- 
pellers of  the  type  used  on  the  "  Drake  " 
and  "Lancaster";  what  increases  of 
speed  have  thereby  been  obtained,  and 
to  what  improvement  in  these  propellers 
is  such  speed  attributed ;  and,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  more  than  14,000,000  tons 
of  British-owned  shipping  are  propelled 
by  screw  propellers  and  of  the  commercial 
importance  of  sea  speed,  will  he  explain 
why  has  this  information  been  hitherto 
withheld. 


{Ansioered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
"  Drake  "  was  designed  for  twenty-three 
knots.  She  obtained  23*05  knots  on  her 
initial  trials,  and  in  September,  1902,  she 
was  fitted  with  improved  propellers 
which  are  still  in  use  on  the  "  Drake  " ; 
with  the  improved  propellers  she  attained 
24*11  knots.  It  is  not  considered  de- 
sirable to  publish  the  exact  details  of  the 
new  propellers.  The  present  propellers 
of  the  "  Lancaster,"  and  of  all  the  ships  of 
the  "  County  "  class,  are  generally  similar 
to  those  now  fitted  to  the  "Drake"; 
and  a  similar  gain  of  speed  to  that 
realised  in  the  "Drake"  has  been  ob- 
tained in  the  ''County"  class  over  the 
speed  with  the  screws  first  fitted.  The 
otiier  three  ships  of  the  "Drake"  class 
also  have  screws  approximately  the  same 


as  the  "  Drake  "  herself.  The  details  of 
these  improvements  have  not  been  pub- 
Ushed  for  the  following  reasons : — (1)  Be- 
cause  under  the  different  conditions  of 
comparatively  low  speed  or  low  revolu- 
tions which  obtain  in  the  great  majority 
of  merchant  shipping  the  information 
would  be  of  little  value  for  improving  the 
speed  of  such  vessels.  (2)  Because  it  is 
considered  undesirable  that  information 
which  has  been  obtained  at  great  cost  to 
the  Admiralty  should  be  put  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Foreign  Powers. 


Pensions  of  Boyal  Marines* 

Mb.  KEARLET  (Devonport) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  highest  pension  obtainable  by  a 
colour-sergeant  in  the  Royal  Marine  Light 
Infantry  is  2s.  6d.  per  day ;  whether  that 
obtainable  by  the  relative  rank  in  the 
Navy,  viz. :  that  of  chief  petty  officer,  is 
3s.  5d.  per  day;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  undertake  to  have  the  circumstances 
inquired  into  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of 
making  the  maximum  pension  obtainable 
in  the  Marines  equivalent  to  that  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Navy  referred  to. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Pretyman.)  The 
highest  pension  attainable  by  a  Royal 
Marine  colour-sergeant  is  2s.  6d.  a  day. 
There  is  no  fixed  limit  to  the  pension 
obtainable  by  a  chief  petty  officer.  Royal 
Navy,  and  he  may,  and  sometimes  does, 
obtain  as  much  as  3s.  5d.  a  day.  Under 
the  provisions  of  Order  in  Council  of  28th 
May,  1887,  the  maximum  amount  of 
pension  that  can  be  granted  to  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  the  Royal  Marines 
in  their  respective  classes  was  assimilated 
to  corresponding  ranks  in  the  Army,  and 
still  remains  so.  I  may  add  that  a 
colour-sergeant  does  not  rank  with  a 
chief  petty  officer,  but  with  a  petty 
officer  Ist  class. 


Qun  Sights  of  H.M.S.  "  Centurion." 

Mr.  HARMSWORTH  (Caithness-shire) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  late  Commander-in-Chief  on 
the  China  station,  Sir  Cyprian  Bridge, 
has  informed  the  Admiralty  that,  owing 
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to  defective  gun  sights,  the  "  Centurion  " 
is  not  fit  to  go  into  action.  ^  ^ 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Prelyman.)  The  Ad- 
miralty are  not  prepared  to  answer  Ques- 
tions respecting  any  communications 
which  pass  between  them  and  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  stations ;  they  would 
never  have  sent  the  '* Centurion"  to 
China  if  they  did  not  consider  her  fit  to 
go  into  action.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
the  information  I  have  already  given  in 
respect  of  the  accuracy  of  the  "Cen- 
turion's"  sights ;  but  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  that  in  the  course  of 
carrying  out  recent  gun  practice  on  the 
China  station  the  "Centurion"  obtained 
three  direct  hits  in  succession  on  an  eight 
feet  target  at  2,600  yards,  steaming  at 
twelve  knots,  with  her  ten-inch  guns,  and 
only  had  two  lost  shots  out  of  sixteen 
rounds. 

London  Postal  Porters'  Qhevances. 
Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.):  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  announce  the 
decision  of  the  Department  on  the  ques- 
tions laid  before  his  predecessor  in  July 
last  by  a  deputation  representing  the 
London  Postal  rorters'  Association ;  and, 
if  not,  when  a  reply  will  be  forthcoming. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley,)  The  re- 
presentations made  by  the  deputation  of 
porters  in  the  London  postal  service  at 
their  interview  with  my  predecessor  in 
July  last  are  under  consideration;  but  I 
am  not  prepared  to  give  my  decision 
until  I  have  seen  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Office  Wages  now  sitting. 

Officers  of  Macedonian  Qendarmerie. 

Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
A£Eairs  whether  he  will  give  the  latest 
information  as  to  where  are  General  de 
Giorgis  and  the  various  groups  of  officers 
nominated  respectively  by  the  Powers  to 
serve  in  the  Macedonian  Gendarmerie ;  as 
to  the  numbers  and  distribution  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  that  force  in  the  three 
vilayets;  and  as  to  whether  there  are  or 
will  remain  in  that  force  Turkish  officers 
of  equal  or  superior  military  rank  to  that 
of  the  officers  nominated  by  the  Powers. 


I  {Answered  by  Earl  Percy,)  The  foreign 
staff    officers    left     Constantinople    for 

I  Salonica  on  the  11th  instant*  and  it  was 
arranged  that  Greneral  de  Giorgis  should 
follow  them  in  a  few  days.  Five  British 
officers,  who  have  been  appointed  to 
serve  in  the  Macedonian  Gendarmerie, 
have  left  this  country  under  instructions 
to  report  themselves  at  Salonica  on  the 
15th  instant.  It  is  understood  that  they 
will  arrive  simultaneously  with  the 
officers  who  have  been  selected  by  the 
other  Powers.  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  received  no  information  as 
yet  with  regard  to  the  details  mentioned 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Question. 


Report  of  C^Til  Astessom  for  Macedonia. 
Mr.  TBBBURGH  (Chester) :  To  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  civil  assessors  for 
Macedonia,  appointed  by  Austro- Hungary 
and  Russia,  have  presented  any  reports 
to  their  respective  Governments;  and, 
if  so,  whether  His  Majesty's  Government 
can  arrange  to  have  such  reports  pre- 
sented to  the  House 

(Answered  by  Earl  Percy.)  No  such 
reports  have  been  communicated  to  His 
Majesty's  Government,  but  an  inquiry 
has  been  addressed  to  the  Austro-Hun- 
garian  and  Russian  Governments  with 
regard  to  the  results  of  the  mission 
entrusted  to  the  two  assessors. 


I  Area,  Population,  and  Valuation  of  Pro- 
posed Scottish  Education  Districts. 
Mr.  maxwell  (Dumfries-shire) :  To 
!  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  will 
1  present,  before  the  Second   Reading  of 
I  the  Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  a  Return 
!  showing  the  area,  population,  and  valu- 
ation of  the  education  districts   to  be 
j  formed  under  the  Bill. 

j  (Answered  by  Mr,  A.  Oraham  Murray.) 
I  am  preparing  a  Return  which  will  be 
issued  shortly,  which  will  give  all  that 
the  hon.  Member  desires,  except  the 
area,  with  some  additional  information. 

j  The  area  will  be   found  in  Command 

!  Paper  No.  1996. 
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Stotittics  of  Animal  Disease. 


Mb.  LAMBBBT  (Deronriiire,  Soatii. 
Molton) :  To  ask  the  lion,  lumber  for 
North  Huntingdonshire,  as  representing 
the  President  of  the  Board  ol  Agriool- 
tore,  if  he  will  state  the  statistics  of 
animal  disease,   inclading  swine   fever,  |  Britain : — 


anthrax,  and  glanders,  to  the  latest 
available  date  of  this  year,  together 
with  oorresponding  totals  for  the  three 
preceding  years. 

{Answered   by   Mr,  AUwyn  FeUowm.) 
Contagions  Diseases  of  Animals  in  Qreat 


Swine  Fever. 

Anthrax. 

Olan 

1 

ders. 

Sheep  Scab,  t 

Period. 

rf 

«» 
5 

Swine  slaughtered 
as  diseased  or  as 
exposed  to  infec- 
tion. 

• 

5 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 
1 

flu 

Total  for  15  weeks  to  ISth 
April  1901           

818 

3,82ll 

198 

303 

358 

619 

960 

12,040 

Corresponding  period  in  1902 

458 

2,323 

229 

394 

334 

639 

911 

10,648 

Corresponding  period  in  1908 

408 

1,871 

288 

809 

356 

627 

953 

10,064 

CorresponcUng  period  in  1904 

377 

2,209 

307 

420 

426 

809 

831 

11,216 

Candidates  for  Election  to  Boards  of 
Qnardiaas. 

Db.  RUTHERFOORD  HARRIS  (Cam- 
berwell,  Dulwich) :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  (Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  that  ex-officials  of  metro- 
politan boards  of  guardians  in  receipt  of 
pensions  have  been  nominated  as  candi- 
dates ^or  election  as  guardians;  and,  if 
so,  whether  he  will  take  steps  so  to 
amend  the  law  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Walter  Long.)  I 
believe  there  have  been  cases  of  the  kind 
referred  to.  I  am  not,  however,  pre- 
pared to  say  that  an  ex-Poor  Law 
officer  in  receipt  of  a  pension  ought 
necessarily  to  be  disqualified  for  being  a 
member  ot  a  board  c^  guardians. 

Oompensation  for  Accidents  on  the  Dublin 
and  Blessington  Steam  Tramways. 
Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  give  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  compen- 
sation was  paid  on  accoimt  of  fatal  and 
other    accidents    on    the    Dublin    and 


t   Fint  three  monthi  to  diet  Marob. 


I  Blessington  steam  tram  line,  and  on 
account  of  damage  to  property ;  whetiier 
the  £1,100  awarded  to  the  claimants  in- 

j  duded  law  costs ;  and»  if  not,  how  much 
did  the  costs  amount  to  in  regard  to  all 

,  the  claims. 

I     {Answered  by  Mr,    Wyndhmi^,)     The 

I  names  of  the  claimants  to  whom  com- 

I  pensation  was  awarded  aref  P.  EUard, 

'  W.  Osboume,  W.  Verschoyle,  J.  Brady, 

I  and  H.  Murray.     The  compensation  is 

believed  to  have  included  costs,  and  the 

amount  stated  was  awarded  for  damage 

to  property. 

Irish  Land  Act— Receivable  OrAer  Form 
for  Repayment  of  Purchase  Annnitias. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  -  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if,  before 
the  form  of  receivable  order  for  the  re- 
payment of  purchase  annuities  under 
the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Acts  is  finally 
decided  upon,  he  will  lay  a  copy  of  the 
form  proposed  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  An 
amendment  of   the  form   of   receivable 
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order  at  present  in  use  is  under  con- 
sideration. It  is  proposed  to  communi- 
cate copies  of  the  proposed  new  form  of 
order  to  the  various  banks  interested, 
and  a  copy  will  also  be  sent  to  the  hon. 
Baronet.  It  is  not,  however,  proposed 
to  lay  the  document  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

Boyal  Irish  Oonstabulary— District  In- 
spectors over  Sixty  Tears  of  Age. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast.  8.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  the 
number  of  district  inspectors  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  who  have 
reached  the  age  of  sixty  years,  entitling 
them  to  pension ;  and  if  he  will,  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  service,  take  steps 
to  have  them  retired  forthwith. 

(Ansivered  by  Mr.  WyndJuitn.)  There 
are  five  district  inspectors  at  present 
serving  in  the  force  who  are  over  the 
age  mentioned.  They  are  retained  on 
the  active  list  because  they  are  all 
efficient  officers.  One  of  them,  how- 
ever, has  applied  to  be  retired  on 
pension. 

Appointment  of  Local  Manager  for 
Lislea  National  School. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh.  Mid.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Com- 
inissioners  of  National  Education  have 
received  a'  memorial  signed  by  parents 
of  children  attending  Lislea  No.  1 
national  school  (county  Armagh),  asking 
for  the  appointment  of  a  local  manager 
for  the  school;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
8eein|;  that  the  temporary  manager 
appointed  resides  twenty  miles  distant, 
the  Commissioners,  in  the  interests  of 
education,  will  accede  to  the  wish  of  the 
memorialists. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  The 
memorial  was  received  and  carefully 
considered  by  the  Commissioners,  who 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  change  in 
the  management  of  this  school  pending 
the  settlement  of  existing  local  differences 
arising  out  of  the  resignation  of  the  Bev. 
W.  Ingram,  the  late  manager.  The 
Commissioners  consider  that  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Rev.  R.  T.  Simpson  as 
temporary  manager  is  at  present  in  the 
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interests  of  the  school,  and  under  all 
the  circumstances  preferable  to  the 
recognition  of  one  of  the  local  candidates. 


SabuT  of  Principal  Teacher  of  Droum- 
tacher  National  SchooL 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chi^f  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Tieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
explain  why  Mr.  Thomas  O'Flaherty, 
principal  teacher.  Droumtacher  national 
school.  Tralee,  has  not  got  an  increment 
at  the  recent  revision  of  salaries; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  his  character 
and  the  success  of  his  woric.  he  will 
state  if  the  special  difficulties  which  he 
had  to  contend  against  were  at  all  taken 
into  account  by  the  inspector  of  his 
district;  and  whether  another  inspector 
will  be  asked  to  inspect  and  report  on 
his  work,    t,     .  i  « 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  I  am 
informed  by  the  Commissioners  that  it 
is  an  essential  condition  for  the  award 
of  increments  of  '*good  service"  salary 
to  teachers  that  their  schools  must  be 
in  such  a  satisfactory  condition  as  to 
enable  the  inspector  to  report  th3 
general  proficiency  of  the  pupils  as 
"good."  The  school  in  question  falls 
short  of  this  standard  of  merit.  At  the 
last  annual  inspection  in  June,  1903,  the 
proficiency  was  reported  by  the  inspector 
as  merely  "  fair,!'  and  it  did  not  deserve 
the  description  "  good  "  at  either  of  the 
two  previous  annual  inspections.  In 
giving  their  opinion  of  the  schools  they 
visit  the  Inspectors  take  all  the  special 
circumstances  of  each  case  into  considera- 
tion. There  appear  to  be  no  grounds, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  for 
calUng  for  a  report  on  the  school  from 
an  inspector  other  than  the  inspector  of 
the  district. 

Remission  of  Charges  for  Extra  Police 
in  Ireland. 
Mr.  LONSDALE :  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  will  state  in  what  counties  have 
charges  for  extra  police  been  remitted 
during  the  past  five  years,  and  the 
amounts  so  remitted  in  each  case. 

(Answeted  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  cases  in  which 
charges    for  additional   forces   of  police 
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weie  remitted  for  the  reasons  explained 
by  me  in  answer  to  my  hon.  friend's 
previous  Question  of  the  24th  ultimo.f 
The  period  covered  by  these  remitted 
charges,  the  amount  of  which  is  shown 
in  each  case,  extends  from  1st  April,  1901,  | 
to  Slst  March,  1903  :— County  Cavan,  \ 
£182 173. 9d. ;  County  Clare,£l,067  3s.  6d.; 
County  Fermanagh,  £179  Is.  4d. ;  County 
Galway,  £756  13s.  3d. ;  County  Leitrim, 
£903  lis.  9d. ;  County  Roscommon, 
£801  Us.  lOd.  ;  County  Sligo, 
£2,323  16s.  lOd.;  County  Tipperary, 
£633  2s.  lOd.;  County  Waterford, 
£556  15s.  6d. ;  Total  £7,404  Hs.  7d. 

Petition  of  Veterinary  Officers  of  Depart- 
ment of  A|;riculture. 
Mb.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state 
when  he  expects  to  be  able  to  communi- 
cate the  decision  to  be  arrived  at  in  the 
matter  of  the  petition  from  the  veterinary 
officers  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 


{Aniwered  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  The 
matter  is  still  the  subject  of  correspon- 
dence between  the  Department  and  the 
Treasury.  I  cannot,  at  present,  state 
when  a  decision  may  be  arrived  at. 

Irish  Land  Purchase  Acts— Calculation  of 
Annuities. 
Mr,  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  on  what 
basis  or  at  what  rate  are  the  annuities  cal- 
culated against  the  tenants  who  purchased  ; 
under  the  Land  Acts  of  1891  and  1896;  j 
whether  he  can  state  the  percentage  rate  | 
charged  to  make  up  the  annuities  under  I 
the  decadal  system  for  the  first  ten  years, 
second  ten    years,    third  ten  years,  and  i 
also  the  final  forty-two  and  a  half  years  I 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of  1891  i 
and  1896. 

Mb.  FLAVIN:  To  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  on  what 
basis  or  at  what  rate  are  the  annuities 
calculated  against  the  tenants  who  pur- 
chased under  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  of 
1885  and  1888;  whether  he  can  also 
state  the  percentage  rate  charged  to  the 
tenant,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  annuities 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  oxxxii.,  610. 


payable  under  the  decadal  system  for 
the  first  ten  years,  the  second  ten  years, 
the  third  ten  years,  and  also  the  final 
forty-nine  years  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  of  1885  and  1888. 

{Anstoeted  by  Mr,  Wyndham,)  The  in- 
formation desired  by  these  Questions  will 
be  found  in  a  Return  laid  by  me  upom 
the  Table  of  the  House  in  1902  (No.  186 
of  the  session  of  1902). 

Amount  paid  by  Qovemment  to  London 
and  Birmingham   Small  Arms  Com- 
panies for  Use  of  Bifle  Banges. 
Mr.    WHITIJIY    (Halifax) :   To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  is 
the   total  amount   that   has  been  paid 
during  the  last  three  years  to  the  London 
and  Biimingham  Small  Arms  Companies 
for  the  rifle  ranges  constructed  on    their 
premises  ;  to  what  Vote  have  the  sums 
paid  been  charged ;  and  is  the  expendi- 
ture   of    capital    on     private    premises 
subject  to  any  condition  as  to  repayment. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold' 
Forster,)  The  total  payments  to  these 
two  companies  for  the  construction  of 
ranges^are  : — London  Small  Arms  Com- 
pany, £3,929  13s.  8d.;  Birmingham 
Small  Arms  Company,  £2,297  10s.  5d. ; 
Total  £6,227  4s.  Id.  These  sums  have 
been  charged  to  a  special  heading  under 
Army  Vote  9  in  1902-3  and  1903-4. 
The  expenditure  in  question  is  not  repay- 
able, but  the  War  Office  has  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  two  ranges  referred  to. 

Police  Begulations   for   Natives  in 
Johannesburg. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  proclamation  has 
recently  been  issued  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Police  in  Johannesburg  to  the 
effect  that  no  coolies  or  natives  shall  be 
allowed  to  walk  on  the  sidewalks  of  the 
streets ;  and  will  he  say  whether  this 
order  has  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and,  if  so,  for  what  reason. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Lyttdton,) 
A  provision  against  natives  using  the 
footpaths  is  contained  in  the  tariff  by- 
laws issued  under  a  notice  dated  7th 
March.  This  regulation  is  in  accordance 
with  what  has  been  the  local  law  for 
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many  years,  and  is  subject  to  the  instrnc- 1  will  ensare  the  payment  of  wages  not 
tion3  to  the  police  to  enforce  the  same  |  less  than  are  now  paid  to  South  African 
with  discretion.  natives. 


Purchases  of  Goal  for  €K>ld  0oa3t  CK>vem- 
ment  Bailway. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  coal  for  the 
Gold  Coast  (Government  railway  is  pur- 
chased through  the  Crown  Agents ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  state  what  is  the 
average  price  paid  for  the  coal  during  the 
last  three  months  and  the  average  cost  of 
the  freight. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  LyUelton.) 
Coal  and  patent  fuel  for  the  Qold  Coast 
Government  railway  are  purchased 
through  the  Crown  Agents  for  the 
Colonies.  The  price  quoted  to  the  Crown 
Agents  is  inclusive  of  freight  and  landing 
charp;es  in  the  Colony,  and  it  is  not 
possible  to  separate  exactly  the  cost  of 
the  coal  or  fuel  from  the  other  charges. 
Thf  cost  of  freight  may,  however,  be 
taken  approximately  at  from  20s.  to 
22s.  6d.  a  ton  and  the  landing  charges  at 
5s.  a  ton.  In  the  case  of  coal  the  cost 
also  includes  the  export  duty  from  this 
country  of  Is.  a  ton.  No  coal  h*as  been 
supplied  since  June,  1903,  but  the  cost, 
including  freight,  export  duty,  and  land- 
ing charges,  for  the  three  months,  April 
to  June,  1903,  varied  between  40s.  and 
428.  6d.  a  ton.  Patent  fuel,  which  was 
last  shipped  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1904,  has  been  supplied  at  the  uniform 
price  of  42s.  6d.  a  ton. 

Collection  by  British  South  Afirican      | 
Police  of  Hut  Tax  in  Rhodesia.  ! 

Mr.  WHITLEY:  To  ask  the' 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  it  | 
has  been  necessary  to  send  a  force  of ; 
sixty  British  South  African  police  to  i 
collect  the  recently  increased  hut  tax  in 
Rhodesia.  I 

{Ansti>ered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttdton.)  \ 
I  have  no  information  to  this  effect. 

Wages  of  Ohinese  Labourers  in  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  if 
any  provision  has  been  inserted  in  the 
regulations  controlling  the  recruiting  of 
Chinese  coolies  for  the  Transvaal  which 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  LyttdUm.) 
The  object  of  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
labour  is  to  supplement  the  present 
deficiency  of  Kaffir  labourers  and  not  to 
lower  by  competition  the  wages  piud  to 
them.  I  am  in  communicatioa  with  Lord 
Milner  as  to  the  precise  method  of  secur- 
ing the  end  in  view. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HO  USE. 


Inspectors  of  Ordnance. 
The  master  of  ELIBANK  (Edin- 
burgh, Midlothian) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  whether,  seeing 
that  the  duties  of  the  Royal  Artillery 
officers  who  act  as  inspectors  of  ordnance 
at  Gibraltar,  Malta,  and  other  naval  dock- 
yards are  principally  naval,  he  will  take 
steps  to  secure  that  these  appointments 
shall  be  held  in  future  by  naval  officers, 
and  say  whether  it  is  contemplated  to 
create  a  separate  naval  ordnance  branch 
to  discharge  these  duties. 

♦The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  The  appointment  of  naval  officers 
as  inspectors  of  ordnance  at  the  places 
named  would  entail  a  duplication  of  staS 
for  inspection  duties,  and  as  the  present 
system  works  well,  it  is  not  considered 
desirable  to  create  a  separate  naval 
inspection  department. 

Construction  of  Ullapool  Naval  Reserve 
Station. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admir- 
alty whether  the  negotiations  for  a  site 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Royal  Naval 
Reserve  Station  at  Ullapool,  Ross-shire, 
have  yet  been  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  when 
the  work  of  construction  will  be  proceeded 
with. 

♦The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
I  ALTY  (Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Hampshire, 
Fareham) :  An  offer  to  feu  the  necessary 
sites  has  been  accepted,  and,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  feu  charter,  the  construc- 
tion of  the  necessary  buildings  will  be 
proceeded  with. 
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HmImt  Toll  Bridie. 
Db.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admir- 
alty whether  he  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  making  some  arrangements  with 
the  proprietors  of  Haslar  Toll  Bridge, 
mider  which  soldiers  and  sailors  in  uni- 
fomi  and  relatives  visiting  men  in  Haslar 
Hospital  may  use  the  bridge  free  of 
chaige. 

*Mb.'  ARTHUR  LEE  :  Under  the 
arrangements  now  existing,  soldiers  and 
saibrs  on  duty  are  entitled  to  the  free  use 
of  Haslar  Brklge,  and  relatives  visiting 
men  in  Haslar  Hospital  are  given  free 
passes,  subject  to  certain  concUtions  laid 
down  by  the  Treasury.  The  general 
question  of  the  use  of  this  bridge  is  now 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty. 

Submarine  A  L 
Me.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  1  desire  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  has  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  raising  of  Submarine  A  1. 

*Mb.PRETYMAN:  A  telegramVas 
received  at  the  Admiralty  at  11.48  from 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  stating  that  the 
submarine  has  been  raised  and  was  com- 
ing into  harbour.  Since  then  I  have 
received  information  that  she  has  not 
yet  been  actually  docked,  but  that  she 
is  in  the  entrance  to  the  dock. 

Administration  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces. 
8iB  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  can  assure  the  House 
that  no  adnciinistrative  changes  as  re- 
gards the  Auxiliary  Forces  shall  take 
place  until  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, which  has  been  sitting  for  the 
past  twelve  months,  has  been  issued ;  | 
and  if  the  Volunteer  Vote  will  be  deferred 
until  that  Report  is  available,  so  as  to 
admit  of  its  discussion  by  the  House.  In 
potting  the  Question  may  I  also  ask  a 
Question  of  which  I  have  given  private 
notice,  viz.,  Is  it  a  fact  that  Sir  Alfred 
Turner  has  resigned  his  post  as  Inspector- 
General  of  Auxiliary  Forces  on  account 
of  his  dissatisfaction  with  the  transfer  of  | 
the  control  of  the  Volunteers  to  the 
Adjutant-General  ?  ' 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for  , 
WAR  (Mr.   Abnold-Forster,    Belfast, 


W.) :  I  fear  I  cannot  give  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  the  assurance  he  requires. 
A  change  has  already  been  made  in  the 
administrative  arrangements  of  the 
Volunteer  Force.  Qeneral  Maokinnon 
has  been  appointed  Director  of  Auxiliary 
Forces,  and  I  hope  to  appoint  throe 
officers  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces  as  his 
subordinates.  I  hope,  in  addition,  to 
appoint  officers  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces 
to  the  Department  of  the  Chief  of  the 
(General  Staff  and  of  the  Quartermaster- 
(Jeneral.  This  arrangement  is  a  new  one 
and  will,  I  feel  confident,  be  welcomod 
by  the  Auxiliary  Forces.  In  answer  to 
the  latter  part  of  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend's  Question,  I  do  not  know  when 
the  Auxiliary  Fo  ces  Commission  will 
report,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  give  any 
undertaking  which  is  dependent  upon  an 
unknown  date.  I  will,  however,  do  my  best 
to  meet  my  hon.  friend'swishes  by  post- 
poning the  Volimteer  Vote  for  the  present. 
The  answer  to  the  supplementary 
Question  is  as  follows:  —  No,  Sir, 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  statement 
that  Sir  Alfred  Turner  has  resigned  his 
post  for  the  reason  stated,  or  at  all* 
Sir  Alfred  Turner,  who  has  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Auxiliary  Forces 
by  his  sympathy,  zeal,  and  judgment, 
attained  the  age  limit  on  3rd  March  last. 
He  was,  however,  good  enough  to  offer 
to  remain  until  arrangements  could  be 
made  for  carrying  on  his  work.  I 
accepted  this  offer,  and  General  Turner 
has  remained  until  the  expiration  of  the 
additional  term  proposed  by  himself. 
There  is  no  question  of  a  transfer  of  the 
administration  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces 
to  the  Adjutant-General,  for  these  forces 
have  been  under  that  officer,  and  con- 
sequently the  Inspector-General  of  Auxili- 
ary Forces  could  have  had  no  such  motive 
as  that  suggested.  As  I  have  pointed 
out,  however,  in  reply  to  the  Question  on 
the  Paper,  it  is  now  proposed  to  attach 
officers  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces  to  the 
Departments  of  the  Chief  of  the  General 
Staff  and  of  the  Quarterniaster-General 
as  well  as  to  that  of  the  Adjutant- 
General. 

Somaliland  Campaign. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary I^of 
State  for  War  if  he  can  give  information 
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Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.):  At  the  same  time  may  I  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
has  any  official  information  showing  that 
the  Somali  Mullah  has  escaped  into 
Italian  territory;  and,  if  so,  whether 
military  operations  will  be  prolonged; 
and  will  he  state  what  is  the  estimated 
cost  during  the  present  financial  year  up 
to  the  19th  instant  of  the  operations  in 
SomaUland. 

♦JjR.  ARNOLD  .  FORSTER  :  The 
Mullah  has,  we  believe,  escaped  into 
Italian  territory,  fle  has  sustained  very 
severe  losses  in  men  and  animals.  The 
force  under  his  command  has  been 
routed  and  driven  out  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate and  he  is  now  practically 
without  a  following.  In  view  of  these 
circumstances,  it  has  been  decided  to 
discontinue  the  military  operations  and 
to  reduce  the  field  force.  Orders  to 
this  effect  have  been  given.  The  cost  of 
the  operations  during  the  present  financial 
year  up  to  the  19th  instant  may  be 
estimated  at  about  £50,000. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.):  What 
does  the  right  hon.  (jentleman  anticipate 
will  be  the  total  cost  of  the  operations 
within  the  financial  year. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-PORSTER  :  There  will 
be  certain  terminal  charges,  and  I  am 
having  a  calculation  made  as  to  whether 
there  will  be  any  other  charges.  The 
circumstances  which  permitted  us  to  make 
this  change  only  occurred  very  recently, 
and  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  ascertaining 
what  the  cost  may  be. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  Has 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any  definite 
information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
the  Mullah,  and  as  to  whether  he  is 
supposed  to  have  taken  any  following 
with  him.      * 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-PORSTER:  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Member  will  give  me  notice  of 
the  Question.  The  Mullah,  as  I  have 
said,  is  supposed  to  have  passed  into 
Italian  territory,  but  where  he  is  at  the 
precise  moment  I  cannot  tell  the  hon. 
Member.      This  is   a  country  of  great 


expanses  and  few  names;  I  cannot  give 
the  exact  name  of  the  place. 


A  NATIONALIST  MEMBER: 
coming  back  ? 


Is  he 


Mr.  WILLL^  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.):  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
issue  a  statement  setting  forth  the  entire 
cost  of  the  campaign,  and  what  has  been 
achieved  at  that  cost  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

The  Woolwich  Rotunda  Guns. 

Sir  GEORGE  BARTLET  (Islington. 

In.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

I  for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 

I  drawn  to  the  condition  of   the  ancient 

guns  that  are  placed  on  the  ground  in 

the   open  air  outside  the   Rotunda  at 

Woolwicli ;    whether  he    is  aware  that 

I  some  of  them  have  recently  been  stolen ; 

I  and  whether,  seeing  they  are  specimens 

I  of  guns  of  considerable  historic  interest, 

'  he  will  cause  a  light  shed  to  be.  built 

,  over  them,  so  that  while  remaining  open 

'  to  the  public  they  may  be  better  pro- 

'  tected  and  not  injured  by  the  weather. 

,      Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  Yes,  Sir. 

I  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
condition  of  these  guns  and  to  the  bet 

I  that  some  of  them  have  been  recently 
stolen.  The  question  of  providing  pro- 
tection for  these  guns  is  now  being 
considered. 

Colonies  and  Preferential  Tariffs. 
Sir  GILBERT  PARKER  (Gravesend) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  will  state  what  record 
there  is  of  resolutions  in  favour  of 
preferential  relations  between  the  Colonies 
and  Great  Britain  passed  by  Colonial 
Legislatures  since  the  year  1890 ;  and  if 
he  will  also  state  whether  there  is  any 
record  of  resolutions  passed  by  such  Legis* 
latures  against  preferential  relations. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttblton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  An  Address  from 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  of 
Canada  to  Her  late  Majesty  on  this 
subject  was  received  in  November,  1891, 
and  resolutions  in  favour  of  preferential 
relations  between  the  Colonies  and  Great 
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Britain  were  passed  last  year  by  the 
Legislatures  of  Dominica  and  Barbados 
and  a  similar  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  Manitoba  Legislature  in  February 
last  I  am  not  aware  that  any  resolu- 
tiouB  against  preferential  relations  have 
been  passed  by  any  Colonial  Legislature. 

Transvaal  Ordinances— Assent  of  the 
Governor. 

Mb.  CHANNINO  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  either  under  the 
Commission  under  the  Qreat  Seal  or  the  in- 
structions under  the  Royal  Sign  Manual 
issued  to  the  High  Commissioner  and 
Governor  of  the  Transvaal,  there  is  the 
osual  clause  directing  him  not  to  assent 
in  the  King's  name  to  any  Ordinance 
wh^eby  persons  not  of  European  birth 
or  descent  may  be  subjected  or  made 
liable  to  any  disabilities  or  restrictions  to 
which  persons  of  European  birth  or 
descent  are  not  ako  subjected  or  made 
liable ;  and,  if  not,  why  and  when  this 
clause  was  omitted  from  the  instructions. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  ,  I  have  to  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  my  reply  to  a  similar 
Question  addressed  to  me  on  28th  March, 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  BanfEshire.f 

Ghinese  in  the  Transvaal. 

Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
Chinese  now  residing  in  the  Transvaal 
under  unrestricted  conditions;  and 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  take  steps 
either  to  repatriate  them  or  to  modify 
their  present  stattu  in  the  event  of  the 
proposal  to  import  indentured  Chinese 
being  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  LTTTELTON  :  Li  answer  to  a 
*Qaestion  addressed  to  me  on  28th  March 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Cleveland 
revision  of  Yorkshire  1 1  gave  the  number 
of  male  Chinese  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
resident  in  the  Transvaal,  which  is  981. 
There  has  been  no  proposal  to  modify 
their  status  as  a  result  of  the  importa- 
tion of  indentured  Chinese. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxxii.,  830. 
t  See  (4)  DebcUes,  «xzxii,  828. 


Trinidad  and  British  Guiana  Labour 
Ordinances. 

Sir  henry  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  when  the 
Trinidad  and  British  Guiana  Ordinancea 
relating  to  immigration  of  Indian  coolies 
will  be  circulated ;  and  when  the  Regula- 
tions with  reference  to  Chinese  immigra- 
tion into  the  Transvaal  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  The  Ordinances 
will  be  circulated  on  the  2l8t  of  April. 
The  Regulations  wUl  be  laid  as  soon  as 
possible,  but  I  cannot  yet  fix  a  definite 
date. 

Plague  at  Hong-Konff* 
Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Oilonies  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  presence  of  the  plague  at 
Hong-Kong  and  Johannesburg  and  the 
admitted  susceptibility  of  the  Chinese  to 
this  disease,  he  will  suspend  the  embarka- 
tion and  importation  of  any  Chines«^ 
labourers  until  the  ports  in  China  and  the 
district  in  South  Airica  are  declared  to 
be  free  from  plague. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  to  refer 
to  the  answer  given  by  me  to  a  similar 
Question  addressed  to  me  on  29th  MarcL 
last  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid.  Derby- 
shire.! 

The  Mission  to  Tibet 
Mb.  LAMBERT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether, 
in  the  event  of  uegotiations  at  Gyangtse 
with  Tibet  breaking  down,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  continue  the  advance  to 
Lhasa;  and  whether  any  preparatious 
have  been  made  with  the  latter  object 
in  view. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for^ 
INDIA  (Mr.  Bbodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  I  do  not  think  that  a  statement  of 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  in  the 
event  of  the  negotiations  at  G3rangtse 
breaking  down  would  be  in  the  public 
interest  at  this  moment. 

Mr.  LAMBERT:  WiU  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  telegraph    instructions    that 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxxii.,  973. 
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this  expedition  need  not  slaughter  these 
unfortunate  people. 

£No  answer  was  returned.] 

Telegraphic  Bates  to  India. 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  having  regard  to 
the  recommendations  made  by  Lord 
Oorzon,  will  he  consider  the  expediency 
^f  communicating  with  the  Postmaster- 
•General,  and  with  the  telegraph  companies 
■concerned,  with  a  view  to  secure  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  rates  on  telegrams  to  India 
from  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  per  word,  and  a  corre- 
sponding reduction  in  the  Pr  ess  rates. 

Mr.  BBODklCK:  The  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Gk)vemmenfc  of 
India  are  now  under  consideration,  and 
the  expediency  of  communicating  with 
the  telegraph  companies  with  a  view  to 
the  proposed  reduction  of  rates  will  be 
^uly  considered. 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention- 
Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  have  His 
Majesty's  Government  adhered  to  the 
Brussels  Sugar  Convention  on  behalf  of 
the  British  Crown  Colonies,  or  have  they 
refused  so  to  adhere  to  it ;  when,  how, 
and  in  what  form  was  the  adherence,  or 
the  refusal  of  the  adherence  in  question, 
signified  to  the  other  Signatory  Powers ; 
and  are  the  Crown  Colonies  now  bound 
to  observe  any,  aod  if  so  which,  of  the 
stipulations  and  obligations  of  this  Con- 
vention. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Earl  Pebcy,  Kensington,  S.)  :  His 
Majesty's  (Joveinment  have  not 
adhered  to  the  Brussels  Sugar  Con- 
vention on  behalf  of  the  Crown 
Colonies,  and  have  consequently  made 
no  communication  on  the  subject  to  the 
signatory  Powers.  The  Crown  Colonies 
are  bound  by  the  stipulations  of  Articles 
V.  and  VIIL  of  the  Convention.  They 
are  also  bound  not  to  give  bounties. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWT;ES:  How  can 
the  Crown  Colonies  be  bound  by  a  con- 
vention to  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  not  adhered  on  their  behalf  ? 


Earl  PERCY :  We  stated  at  the  tim© 
that  we  undertook  this  respcmsibility  in 
regard  to  the  Crown  Colonies. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  asked 
whether  His  Majesty's  Government  had 
adhered  to  the  Convention  on  behalf  of 
the  Crown  Colonies. 

Eabl  PERCY :  I  can  add  nothing  to 
my  answer.  We  have  not  adhered  to  it 
OP  behalf  of  the  Crown  Colonies,  and  we 
have  pledged  the  Crown  Colonies  to  carry 
out  these  two  Articles. 

The  Anglo-French  Agreement 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  is  the  French  or  the  English  text 
of  the  Anglo-French  Declaration  of  8th 
April,  1904,  respectingEgypt  and  Morocco 
the  binding  text ;  why  is  the  expression 
in  the  French  text  in  Article  11^  where^ 
by  Great  Britain  recognises  that  it 
appertains  to  France  to  **  veiller  h  la  Iran- 
quiUitd'^  of  Moroccx),  represented  in  the 
English  text  by  the  larger  expression 
to  "preserve  order'*  in  that  country; 
why  IS  the  French  expression  in  Article 
VII.  prohibiting  fortification  and  strategic 
works  on  the  Moroccan  coast  "  comprise 
erUre  MdiUa  et  les  hauteurs  qui  domifhent 
la  rive  droite  du  Sihou,^^  represented  in 
the  English  text  by,  "  comprised  between, 
but  not  including,  Melilla  and  the  heights 
which  command  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  Sebou,"  does  the  introduction  into 
the  English  text  of  the  words  "  but  not 
including  "  exclude  both  Melilla  and  the 
Sebou  heights  or  Melilla  alone;  and 
does  the  limitation  of  the  mutual  en- 
gagement, contained  in  Article  IVm  to 
thirty  years,  apply  to  Article  IV.  alone 
or  to  all  the  nine  Articles  of  the  Declara- 
tion. 

Eabl  PERCY:  Both  texts  are  binding. 
As  regards  the  two  phrases  referred  to, 
the  wording  of  each  text  appears  very 
happily  to  reproduce  th^  meaning  of  the 
other.  The  use  or  the  word  "  exclusive- 
ment "  in  the  French  text  seems  to  have 
escaped  my  hon.  friend's  notice.  The 
'*  exclusion  "  applies  both  to  Melilla  and 
to  the  heights  which  command  the  right 
bank  of  the  Sebou.  The  thirty  years 
limitation  applies  only  to  Article  IV. 
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AniflriftOT  Daty  on  Irish  Mackerel 
Mr.     WILLIAM     REDMOND :      I 

beg     to    ask    the  Under-Secretary    of ' 
8tate  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  the  attention 
of  the  (Government  has  been  called  to  the  ! 
action  of  the  United  States  in  imposing 
an  extra  dollar  dnty  on  each  barrel  of  ; 
mackerel  from  Ireland ;  and  whether,    in 
order  to  prevent  injury  by  this  extra 
duty  to  an  Irish  industry,   some  repre- 
sentations will  be  made  to  the  American 
Government  on  the  subject. 

Earl  PERCY:     A  ruling  has  been 
given  by  the  Board  of  General  Appraisers  i 
based  on  an  earlier  decision  regarding ' 
limes  imported  in  brine  which  has  the  | 
effect  of  imposing  a  duty^n  both  brine 
and  fish  at   the    rate  applicable.     No 
actual  tariff   alteration,   however,     has  | 
taken  place,  and  there  is  a  right  of  appeal 
from    the   decisions  of    the    Board    of 
General  Appraisers  to  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  district  in  which  disputes   arise. 
Under   certain  circumstances  a  further 
appeal  may   be  made  to  the  Supreme  j 
Court  of  the  United  States.      At  the . 
present  stage,  therefore,  it  would  be   of 
no  use  to  address  a  representation  to  the 
United  States  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  As  this  I 
affects  a  considerable  industry  in  Ireland, 
will  the  noble    Lord  closely  watch  his  i 
opporUinity  and   make    representations 
wh^n    they    are    likely    to    have    good  | 
results. 

Earl  PERCY:  Yes,  I  think  I  can 
promise  that. 

British  Patents. 

Sir  JOHN  LENQ  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
if    the    proportion    of    British   patents 
granted      to     foreigners     residing    and  | 
manufacturing  abroad,  returned  by  the  I 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents  at  53*2 
per  cent,  for  the  year  1901,  obtains  for 
all  the  patents  now  in  force ;  what  is  the  i 
approximate    number  of  such  patents; 
and  what  proportion  of  the  articles  so  i 
patented,  ii  any,  are  manufactured  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
o?  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  fiALFouR, 
Leeds,  Central) :  The  figures  quoted  by 
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the  hoa.  Member  represent  the  *  pro- 
portion of  British  patents  granted  to 
persons  residing  abroad  and  in  the 
Colonies  in  the  year  1901,  and  have  no 
reference  to  the  place  where  the  patented 
goods  were  manufactured.  The  pro- 
portion varies  from  year  to  year.  In 
1902  it  was  604  and  in  1903  514  per 
cent.  The  numbsr  of  British  patents  in 
force  at  the  end  of  the  year  1902  was 
about  72,000,  but  the  Patent  Office  have 
no  information  as  to  the  proportion  of 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United 
Kingdom  under  these  patents. 


Vagrancy  Laws. 

Mb.  SEYMOUR  0RM8BY  -  GORE 
(Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the 
Michaelmas  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Parts 
of  Lindsay,  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment should  be  approached  with  the 
object  of  their  initiating  legislation  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Vagrancy  Laws 
upon  the  lines  found  to  be  successful  in 
Belgium,  or  in  some  other  manner 
efficacious  for  dealing  with  those  laws 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  at  large ;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  say  whether  there  is  any 
probability  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
acting  upon  this  resolution. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 

THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers- 

DouaLAS,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :    Yes, 

'.  Sir,  and  I  have  given  the  important  ques- 

I  tions  dealt  with  in  the  resolution  special 

I  consideration.    The  Government  are  of 

opinion  that  the  matter  is  one  for  careful 

and  early  inquiry ;  but  I  am  not  prepared 

,  at  this  moment  to  make  a  statement  as 

I  to  the  form  which  the  inquiry  will  take. 

Dundee  Postman's  Grievances. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  a 
I  petition  from  the  postmen  of  Dundee  pre- 
sented to  the  surveyor  at  Edinburgh  on 
the     16th    September,    1903,   has    been 
I  brought  to  his  notice ;  and,  if  so,  why  no 
answer  has    yet    been    given    by    the 
I  Department 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


379 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


380 


The  POSTMASTERGBNERAL  (Lord 
Stanley,  Lancashire/  Westhoughton) : 
The  surveyor  has  sabmitted  the  petition 
from  the  Dundee  postmen  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers,  together  with  de- 
tailed proposals  for  a  readjustment  of  the 
work  of  the  office.  These  proposals  re- 
quire and  are  receiving  careful  examina- 
tion and  as  soon  as  a  decision  has  been 
arrived  at  the  postmen  will  be  duly 
informed. 

Calf  Lymplbfor  Scotland. 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  having 
reeard  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Blaxall,  a 
samried  officer  of  the  London  Board, 
receives  from  the  Scottish  Board  £105 
per  annum  for  lymph  prepared  in  the 
board's  laboratory  and  produced  from 
calves  the  property  of  the  Board,  will  he 
state  whether  this  sum  represents  the 
whole  of  the  profit  derived  by  Dr. 
Blaxall  from  lymph  prepared  in  the 
Board's  laboratory ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
state  what  extra  sum  Dr.  Blaxall  thus 
received  last  year,  and  to  whom  the 
lymph  was  sold. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Gbant 
Lawson,  YorksMre,  N.R.,  Thirsk) :  Apart 
from  his  ordinary  salary,  no  sum,  other 
than  that  paid  to  Dr.  Blaxall  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Scotland, 
was  received  by  him  for  lymph  prepared 
in  the  laboratories  at  Chelsea.  As  I 
have  stated  on  previous  occasions  the 
cost  of  the  production  and  preparation  of 
lymph  supplied  to  the  Scottish  Board 
was  borne  by  Dr.  Blaxall. 

Agriculture. 

Mb.  LAMBERT :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Huntingdonshire,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  if  he  will  state  what  is  the  i 
total  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  in  England  and 
Wales. 

Mr.   AILWYN    JfKLLOWES   (Hunt- 
iDgdonshire,  Ramsey) :  The  total  number , 
ot  persons,  aged  ten  years  and  upwards  | 
returned  in  the  Summary  Tables  of  the  i 
Census  of  England  and  Wales  for  1901 
as  engaged  in  agriculture,  was  1,128,604, 


of    whom    1,071,040    were    males    and 
57,564  females. 

Oawadian  Cattle. 
SiB  JOHN  LENG :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Huntingdonshire, 
as  representing  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  whether  the  Board 
has  information  showing  that  any  infec- 
tious diseasehas  existed  amongst  Canadian 
cattle  since  the  passing  of  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Act  in  1896,  and  why  healthy 
Canadian  cattle  cannot  be  imported  for 
the  benefit  of  cattle  feeders  in  this 
country. 

Mb.  AttWTN  PELL0WB8 :  The 
reply  to  the  4rst  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  With  regard  to  the  second 
I  can  only  say  that  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Acts  provide  that  no  animals 
brought  to  this  country  from  abroad  shall 
be  moved  alive  out  of  the  wharf  at  which 
they  are  landed.  They  cannot,  therefore, 
be  used  for  store  purposes. 

Elementarj  School  Departmenta. 
Db.  MACNAMARA  :  I  beg  to  ask  tbe 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  will  state  the  total  number  of 
elementary  school  departments  in  England 
and  Wales  under  separate  head  teachers 
,  according  to  the  last  statistics  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  giving  the  figures  for 
council  and  voluntary  schools  separately. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  University) : 
The  numbers  of  elementary  school  depart- 
ments in  England  and  Wales  for  the 
year  1902-3  are  as  follows  : — In  Council 
Sshools,  11,213;  Church  Schools, 
16,351 ;  Wesleyan  Schools,  700 ;  Roman 
Catholic  Schools,  1,814 :  British  Schools, 
1,470;  Total  for  Voluntary  Schools, 
20,335;  Grand  Total,  31,548. 

Scottish  Private  Bill  Inquiry. 
Mb.  black  (BanfEshire) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
no  Members  of  this  House  sat  on  the 
recent  Commission  of  Inquiry  held  in 
Scotland  under  the  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Act ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  steps,  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  to  insure  that  so  long  as  there 
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aie  any  Memben  of  this  House  willing 
to  act  on  such  Commissions,  they  shaU 
have  an  opportunity  of  doing  *9o. 

♦Sib  WALTER  THORBURN(Peebles 
and  Selkirk):  Before  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  answers  the  Question  may  I 
ask  if  it  is  not  the  fact  that  (Gentlemen  on 
ibis  side  of  the  House  were  willing  to 
•erre  on  the  Oommission  and  only 
declined  whm  it  was  found  that  no 
Gentleman  on  the  Opposition  side  would 
consent  to  sit  in  it. 

*Ths  SBCRBTABY  Fom  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) : 
With  regard  to  what  the  hon.  Baronet 
kas  just  said,  I  do  not  think  that  matter 
came  within  my  cognisance.  All  I  had 
to  know  was  who  was  going  to  act  and 
who  was  not.  I  am  aware  that  no 
Ifembers  of  tiiis  Houae  sat  on  the  recent ' 
Commission  of  Inquiry  held  in  Scotland 
under  the  Private  LegisUtion  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Act.  The  Members  originally 
nominated  were  unable  to  act  and,  no 
other  Members  of  the  Parliamentary 
Panel  being  available,  the  necessary 
quorum  was  made  up  from  the  Extra- 
Parliament  iry  Panel.  I  do  not  contem- 
plate taking  any  legislative  steps  in  the 
tense  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs) : 
If  the  right  hon.  Oeotleman  will  renew 
his  inquiries  he  will  find  that  the  whole 
Parliamentary  Panel  were  not  asked  ? 

Registration  of  Deeds  in  Irelaiid. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dubhn  County,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  idietiier  the  system  of 
registration  of  deeds  in  Scotland  and 
in  three  districts  of  Bngland,  namely, 
Middlesex,  York»  and  Kingst<m-upon* 
Hull,  is  the  same  as,  or  similar  to, 
tlut  which  exists  in  Ireland;  and,  if  so, 
will  he  explain  why  certain  duties  leviable 
and  levied  in  Ireland  on  affidavits  lodged 
for  the  purpose  of  registration,  and  on 
memoriab  of  deeds,  are  not  levied  or 
leviable  in  Scotland  or  in  the  three 
districts  of  England  mentioned. 

Thb  financial  SECRETARY  of 
THB  TRE  ASURY(Mr.  VKmiRCa  vudiso, 
Derbyshire,  W.) :  peaking  generally,  the 
systems  of  registration  of  deeds  in  Scot-  . 
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land  and  in  Middlesex,  Yorkshire,  and 
Eingston-upon-Hull  are  similar  to  that 
which  exists  in  Ireland,  but  there  are 
important  dilEerences  of  procedure  in  all 
the  systems,  arising  from  the  different 
statutes  and  statutory  rules  under  which 
they  have  from  time  to  time  been  estab- 
lished and  regulated.  The  duties  levied 
and  leviable  in  Ireland  on  affidavits 
lodged  for  tha  purpose  of  registration, 
and  on  memorials  of  deeds,  are  levied 
under  provisions  of  the  Stamp  Act,  1891, 
which  apply,  as  to  affidavits,  to  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and,  as  to 
memorials,  to  England  and  Ireland 
— where  alone  memoriab  are  used. 


Irish  Training  Colleges. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  when 
was  the  result  of  the  settlement  made  in 
l>i90  by  the  present  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  between  the  Irish  Training 
Colleges  then  existing  brought  to  his 
notice;  did  either  of  his  two  immediate 
predecessors  in  office  observe  it ;  did  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
the  year  1890  make  any  complaint  about 
it ;  and  can  he  state  when  and  by  whom 
was  the  matter  first  brought  before  him. 

Th«  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wthdham,  Dover):  The 
full  text  of  the  letter  of  the  Irish  jU>vem- 
moit  dated  25th  November,  1890,  was 
published  in  the  Repoit  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  that  year.  The  decirions 
arrived  at^by  the  Government^  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Treasury,  and  an- 
nounced in  that  communication,  have 
sin^  been  strictly  observed.  These 
decisions  were  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. 


Mr.  BOLAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chiei  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  has  at  any  time 
taken  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of 
National  Education  on  the  claim  made 
by  the  training  colleges  of  Waterford. 
Belfast,  and  Limerick  with  respect  to 
free  homes;  and,  if  not,  will  he  take  it 
now  particularly  as  to  the  relation  be- 
tween this  claim  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
WOTk  doiae  ii  the^e  colleges. 
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:<|Mr.  WYNDHA.M:  1  Representations 
o!  the  character  mentioned  have  been 
made  to  (Government  from  time  to  time 
on  behalf  of  the  three  provincial  training 
colleges,  and  the  decision  arrived  at  in 
each  case  has  been  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  settlement  efEected  in  1890 
and  the  rules  made  thereunder.  The 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  was  not 
sought  as  the  matter  was  one  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Executive,  and  I  see 
no  advantage  in  inviting  their  opinion 
now. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts— Mr.  Cyril 
Atkinson's  Appointment  a     ^ 

Mr.  MURPHY  (Kerry.  E.):  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu* 
tenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  say  for  what 
purpose  a  Mr,  Cyril  Atkinson  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board  in  connection  with  the  Labourers 
Acts;  what  qualifications  Mr.  Atkinson 
has  for  the  performance  of  such  duties ; 
and  will  he  have  to  make  any  reports 
for  publication  before  the  discussion  on 
the  Labourers  BilL 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Mr.  Atkinson  is 
not  on  the  permanent  establishment  of 
the  Board,  but  is  employed  oooasionally 
in  assisting  the  Board's  inspectors  in  the 
administration  of  the  Labourers  Acts. 
He  has  been  associated  with  some  of  the 
most  experienced  inspectors  in  these 
duties,  and  has  also  had  considerable 
experience  in  engineering  work.  The  reply 
to  the  concluding  inquiry  is  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  Is  Mr.  Atkinson  the 
son  of  the  Attorney-General  ?  ^^ 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork  County, 
E.):  Is  the  appointment  in  recognition 
of  the  skill  of  the  Attorney-General  in 
drafting  bills  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  :   Order,  order  I 

Captain  DONEIAN  :  Is  it  disorderly 
to  endeavour  to  expose  jobs  % 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  It  must  be  done 
at  a  proper  time  and  not  by  irregular 
Questions. 
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Mr,  SLOAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Cliief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  num- 
ber of  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  men 
at  present  employed  as  orderlies  or 
messengers  in  Dublin  Castle;  what  is  the 
total  amount  paid  to  them  per  annum, 
together  with  the  amount  given  as  extra 
pay;  and  if  he  can  say  for  what  reason 
Army  Reserve  men  are  not  employed  in 
this  class  of  work  the  same  as  in  other 
Government  Departments. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  are  seven 
Constabulary  orderlies  or  messengers  in 
receipt  of  pay  and  allowances  amounting 
to  £596  per  annum.  The  employment 
of  members  of  a  police  force  as  orderlies 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  force  is  in 
accordance  with  universal  practice,  and 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  employment 
of  police  pensioners  as  messengers  in  any 
Government  Department. 

Mr.  SLOAN:  Is  there  any  objection 
to  employing  Army  Reserve  men  on 
th&be  duties  ? 

Mr.,WYNDHAM:    No. 

Mr.  SLOAN  :    Then  why  not  do  so  ? 

Irish  Pauper  Lunatics. 
Mr.  SLOAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  practice  of  taking  lunatics 
to  the  workhous3S  without  first  having 
them  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner 
or  examined  by  a  magbtrate  as  prescribed 
by  law ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  under 
what  circumstances  it  b  permissible  to 
admit  such  cases  without  the  necessary 
safeguards  to  the  safety  of  the  persons ; 
and  will  instructions  be  given  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  law  in  this  respect 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  A  person  of  un- 
sound mind,  who  is  pritmt  fade  destitute, 
is  entitled  to  be  admitted  to  a  workhouse. 
It  is  not  legally  necessary  that  he  shall 
be  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner  or 
examined  by  a  magistrate  before  admis- 
sion. But  such  a  person  may,  after 
admission,  be  transferred  to  a  lunatic 
asylum  if  the  circumstances  justify  the 
transfer. 
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bish  Deaf  and  Dumb  Children. 


Mb.  CLANCY:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  means  to  deal 
this  session  with  the  question  of  ex- 
tending to  Ireland  the  f^ovisions  re- 
garding deaf  and  dumb  children  which 
have  been  in  force  in  England  for  several 
years  past,  and  under  which  a  sum  of 
£37,090  for  deaf,  blind,  and  defective 
children  in  England  has  been  placed  on 
the  fistiin^tes  for  the  current  year, 
while  no  grant  is  made  for  such  a  purpose 
in  Ireland. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  deal  with  this  matter  by  legislation 
during  the  present  session,  but  i  cannot 
at  present  give  a  pledge. 

Wexford  Fishery  Piers. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  fishing  piers  require 
to  be  constructed  or  repaired  at  Courtown, 
Poulduff,  Blackwater,  Kilmore,  Dun- 
cannont  and  other  places  in  county  Wex- 
ford, and  that  these  works  will  entail  a 
very  large  expenditure,  he  will  enable 
the  county  ot  Wexford  to  obtain  the 
benefits  of  the  Marine  Works  Act. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  nothing  at 
present  to  add  to  my  reply  to  the  hon. 
iiaronet's  previous  Question  of  the  28th 
Marohf  on  this  subject. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE:  I  wiU 
repeat  the  Question  a  month  hence. 

Iriak  Board  of  Works  Finance. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County, N.E.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  liord-iiieu tenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  can  arrange  that  receivable 
orders  for  payments  to  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland  may  be  paid  into  the 
Board  of  Works  account  through  other 
banks  than  the  Bank  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH:  I  will 
eadeavour  to  arrange  thac  in  these  cases 
the  xeoeivabb  order  shall  bear  a  liote 
(as  Land  Commission  receivable  orders 
already  do)  to  the  elEeot  that  lodgment 

t  See  (4)  DebaUs,  cxxxii.,  848. 


may  be  made  at  any  bank  for  advioe(  to 
the  Bank  of  Ireland. 

Dingle  Goardians'  Surcharge. 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNBLL  (Kerry. 
W>) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  has  received  a  resolution  from  the 
Dingle  Board  of  Quardians  demuiding  a 
refund  of  a  surcharge  wrongly  levied 
against  three  members  of  the  board  by 
the  auditor,  Dr.  William  E.Ellis;  and, 
if  so,  whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  have 
this  matter  inquired  into  and  the  sur* 
charge  remitted. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  unable  to  identify  the 
surcharge  referred  to  upon  the  informa* 
tion  given  in  the  Question.  I  have  asked 
the  hon.  Member  for  further  details. 

Gleggan  Harbour,  Connemara. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway.  Connemara): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  if  he  will 
state  when  the  work  in  connecticm  with 
the  improvement  of  the  Cleggan  Harbour, 
Connemara,  is  to  be  started. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  Government 
communicated  further  information  to  the 
Treasury  in  respect  of  this  work  on 
Saturday  last.  The  necessary  authority 
to  proceed  with  the  work  will  be  issued, 
it  is  expected,  without  delay, 

Mb.  O'MALLEY:  Can  the  work  be 
started  next  month  1 

Mb,  WYNDHAM :  I  trust  so. 

Bae  Estate,  County  Kerry. 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Rae  Estate,  Keel,  county 
Kerry,  has  been  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
duriag  twenty  years;  and  that  several 
ofiers  to  purchase  were  made  by  the 
tenants,  while  the  receiver  in  each  case 
prevented  sale ;  and  whether,  considering 
all  that  the  tenants  have  sufEered  during 
the  past  ten  years  in  law  costs  and  evic- 
tions, steps  will  be  taken  to  get  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  to  purohase 
the  Citate  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Mm.  WYNDHAM :  The  Congested 
Difltricta  Boaiti  will  oonsider  the  ques- 
tion of  the  purchase  of  this  estate.  It  is 
not  at  present  in  the  I^and  Judge's  Court. 

Crown  and  Quit  Bents  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
can  state  the  total  amount  of  money 
received  from  Crown  and  quit  rents 
in  Ireland ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Council  of  Agriculture  on  last  Tuesday 
unanimously  passed  a  resolution  re- 
questing that  the  sum  now  funded  in  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  should  be  allocated  to 
provide  the  nucleus  of  a  grant  to 
establish  a  Forestry  Department  in 
Ireland;  and  whether  he  will  favourably 
consider  this  suggestion. 

Mr.   victor  CAVENDISH:    I  am 

not  yet  in  a  position  to  give  the  figures 
to  3Ibt  March,  1904.  The  figures  to  31st 
March,  1903,  were  given  to  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  10th  ultimo.!  The 
application  of  the  money  referred  to  is 
regulated   by  Statute,  and  there  is   no 

S>wer  to  apply  it  as  suggested  in  the 
uestion. 

Mr.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.):  Is  not 
the  tithe  rent  charge  the  property  of  the 
Irish  people  and  is  it  true  that  it  is  re- 
deemed at  sixteen  or  seventeen  years 
purchase! 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Irish  Agricultural  Department  Staff. 

Mr,  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord- Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  ^ill  grant  a  Return 
of  the  officials  transferred  under  the 
Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act,  1899,  from  the  Veterinary 
Department  of  the  Privy  Council  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  giving  the 
names,  amount  of  salaries  prior  to  trans- 
fer, and  present  salaries. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  :  Ihave  no  information 
before  me  that  a  Return  of  the  character 
mentioned  would  satisfy  any  useful 
public  object,  audi  am  unable,  diercfore, 
to  grant  it.    A  Return  was  rcoently  laid 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxxi.,  729. 


on  the  Table  [No.  21  of  this  session] 
giving  the  namis  and  emoluments  of  all 
permanent  officers  on  the  establishment 
of  the  Department.  This  Return  sets 
forth  the  names  of  the  officials  mentioned 
in  the  Question  and  their  salaries  in  May 
last. 

Tipperary  Urban  Council  Surcharges. 

Mr.  CDIXINAN  (Tipperary,  8.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Ve  is  aware 
that  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  recently 
quashed  the  suroharges  made  against  the 
Tipperary  Urban  Council,  but  made  no 
order  awarding  costs  to  the  auditor; 
will  he  explain  why,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  auditor's  solicitor  presses  for 
payment  of  them;  and  will  he  take  steps 
to  protect  the  council  and  the  ratepayers 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Section  12  of  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1871, 
provides  that  an  auditor  shall  defend  a 
surcharge  impeached  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Be'nch  "  and  shall  be  reimbursed 
all  such  costs  and  charges  as  he  may 
incur  in  such  defence  out  of  the  rates 
which  the  governing  body  of  ^e  town 
interested  in  the  decision  of  the  question 
have  power  to  make,  unless  the  said 
Court  make  an  Order  to  the  contrary." 
No  such  Order  was  made  by  the  Court 
in  the  present  instance. 

Boyal  Irish  Academy  of  Musie. 
Mr.  BOLAND  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  -  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
number  of  pupils  at  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy  of  Music  in  Dublin  is  now  about 
400  and  that  the  present  building  is  in- 
sufficient to  accommodate  the  number  of 
pupils;  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  annual  reports  for  many 
years  past  in  which  this  want  of  accommo- 
dation hss  been  repeatedly  referred  to, 
and  especially  to  the  Address  presented 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  occasion 
of  his  visit  to  the  Academy  on  16th 
December,  1903 ;  and  whether,  m  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  present  College  of  Science 
in  Sti  Stephen's  Green  will  not  be  re- 
quired when  the  proposed  new  College  of 
Science  has  been  erected  and  that  the 
general  introduction  of  singing  as  a  com- 
pulsory subject  throughout  the  sdiools  of 
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Ireland  will  largely  iacrease  the  number 
of  pupils  in  the  Aoademy  in  the  near 
fntni6y  he  will  favourably  consider  the 
claim  of  the  Academy  to  be  housed  in 
this  building. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  Representations 
have  been  made  to  Government  to  the 
effect  mentioned  in  the  first  part  of  the 
Question.  With  respect  to  the  proposal 
diat  the  building  at  present  occupied  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Science  should  be 
granted  to  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  of 
Music,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
building  will  be  required  by  the  College 
of  Science  for  some  years  to  come  and 
until  the  new  buildings  are  completed. 
The  question  whether,  when  no  longer 
required  for  this  or  other. public  purposes, 
the  existing  building  can  be  made 
available  for  the  housing  of  the  Academy 
is  one  mtirely  for  the  Treasury,  but  I 
understand  that  the  Treasury  can  hold 
out  no  hope  that  this  will  be  done. 

Irish  Agricultural  Grants. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  ScKsretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  an 
annual  grant  is  paid  by  the  Agricultural 
Department  in  Ireland  to  the  North-East 
A^icultural  Association ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  state  the  amount  of  said  grant;  and 
what  is  the  character  of  the  services 
rendered  by  that  body  to  the  farmers  of 
Ulster. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM :  No  direct  grant  is 
made  to  the  Association  by  the  Depart- 
ment. But  county  committees  are  em- 
powered to  grant  out  of  their  funds,  to 
which  tho  Department  contributes,  a 
subsidy  for  the  purposes  of  live  stock 
schemes,  and  in  pursuance  of  this 
authority  the  county  committees  of 
Down  and  Antrim  have  made  grants  to 
the  Association  of  £80  and  £60,  respec- 
tively. The  Department  recognises  the 
Society's  show  for  bulls  and  boars  as  one 
of  the  principal  shows  in  Ulster. 

Teaching  of  the  Irish  Language. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
circular  dealing  with  the  teaching  of  Irish 


as  an  extra  subject  in  Irish  national 
schools  has  yet  been  withdrawn. 

Me.  WYNDHAM:  The  circular  of 
January  last  has  been  modified  by  a 
further  circular  issued  on  21st  March,  the 
efEect  of  which  was  explained  in  my  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member's  Question  of  the 
8th  March.t 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  inspectors,  in  calculating 
attendances  made  at  instruction  given  in 
Irish  as  an  extra  subject  in  ordinary 
national  schools,  will  only  give  credit  for 
two  lessons  each  week  to  each  pupil, 
even  though  the  pupil  may  have  attended 
five ;  whether  they  are  instructed  by  the 
Board  to  do  this  ;  and  whether  there  is 
a  published  rule  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  rule  governing 
payment  for  Irish  as  an  extra  subject  is 
No.  214  (k)  of  the  published  Code.  In 
answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  Question 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  apparently  over- 
looked my  reply  to  the  similar  inquiry 
addressed  to  me  on  the  2dth  March  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Kerry,  t 

Labourers'  Ck>ttages. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  B.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  when  a 
particular  site  for  a  cottage  and  plot,  under 
the  Labourers  Acts,  has  bean  selected 
by  the  district  council  and  approved  of 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
included  in  the  Provisional  Order,  it  is  the 
practice  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
allow  such  site  to  be  altered  by  the  district 
council  at  the  request  of  the  occupier  or 
owner  of  the  land  without  any  assent  of 
the  labourer  named  as  the  specific 
instance  in  the  representation  on  which 
the  site  was  included  in  the  Provisional 
Order;  and  whether  the  Losal  Govern- 
ment Board  gives  its  assent  to  such 
alteration  generally  on  the  request  of 
the  district  council  to  that  effect,  and 
without  any  direct  inquiry  as  to  the 
suitability  of  the   site  proposed  to  be 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  ozzxi,  460. 
X  See  {4)  Debaies,  oxxxii:»  860. 
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snbfiiitated    for    tie      site     originally 
approved  of.        ^ 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Board  is  re- 
quired by  Section  16  of  the  Act  of  1886 
to  consider  only  the  objections  and 
wishes  of  the  owner,  lessee,  and  occupier 
of  the  lands.  The  assent  of  the  labourer 
naified  in  the  representation  is  not 
essential.  An  exchange  of  site  is  not 
authorised  unless  the  Board  is  satisfied 
that  the  new  site  is  as  suitable  as  that 
originally  proposed.  Evidence  on  this 
point  is  obtained  from  the  en^neer  to 
the  district  council  or  from  the  Board's 
inspector. 

Irish  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Mr.  JOYCE  (limerick) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  "Lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  ids  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  Ireland 
have  not  in  any  way  consulted  the  local 
technical  committees  with  regard  to  their 
new  directory,  the  subjects  to  be  incl  uded , 
those  to  be  excluded,  the  regulations  and 
conditions  under  which  the  work  is  to  be 
carried  on,  or  any  one  of  all  the  matters 
that  go  to  make  up  a  directory ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  state  what  action  he  proposes 
to  take  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  proposals  of 
the  Department  in  respect  of  the  revision 
of  the  regulations  under  which  Science 
and  Art  Grants  are  made  to  schools  other 
than  day  secondary  schools  were  duly 
considered  by  the  Board  of  Technical 
Instruction  as  representative  of  the 
various  local  authorities  in  Irieland.  Any 
change  in  the  regulations  is  subject  to 
the  sanction  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Department  is  about  to  communicate 
with  the  Treasury  on  the  subject. 

Alleged  Assault  by  a  Ghtlway  Constable. 
Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  Ibeg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  man  named  Michael 
Rattigan,  of  Benmore,  Clonfad,  county 
Roscommon,  has  complained  that  on  the 
evening  of  the  17th  of  March  last,  near 
Dunmore,  in  county  (Jalway,  he  was 
assaulted  by  a  constable  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  and  rendered  un- 
conscious   by  a  baton  stroke,   that  his 


assailant  was  in  the  company  pf  Sergeant 
Eirby  and  two  other  constables,  that 
whilst  unconscious  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  police  barracks  where  he  was 
attended  by  a  doctor,  but  he  is  still 
under  medical  treatment,  that  he  had 
been  visited  at  his  home  by  the  district 
inspector,  and  that  he  and  his  father 
were  refused  any  information  by  the 
district  inspector  and  sergeant  as  to  the 
name  of  the  constable  who  struck  him; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  say  whether  there  has 
been  any  investigation  into  the  matter, 
and,  if  so,  with  what  result,  and  whether 
the  name  of  the  constable  will  be  supplied 
and  a  prosecution  instituted,    i  ;  , 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  man  was 
found  lying  unconscious  on  the  road  by 
Sergeant  Kirby  and  three  constables.  He 
soon  became  conscious,  and,  for  his  own 
protection,  was  brought  to  the  barracks 
and  allowed  to  sit  at  the  kitchen  fire  till 
the  following  morning  when  he  was 
taken  away.  No  doctor  attended  him 
at  the  barracks,  but  I  believe  he  visited 
a  doctor  afterwards.  Rattigan  made  no  \ 
complaint  of  having  been  assaulted  by 
the  police.  He  made  an  information  in 
which  he  swore  he  does  not  remember 
having  been  struck  by  any  person.  The 
county  and  district  inspectors  were  unable 
to  procure  any  evidence  of  identification. 
The  only  mark  upon  him,  when  found, 
was  a  slight  abrasion  at  the  back  of  the 
head,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  doctor, 
was  cauBed  by  a  fall.  It  is  of  courae 
open  to  Rattigan  to  prrceed  against  the 
police,  but  no  evidence  is  forthcoming  to 
enable  the  authorities  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings as  suggested. 

North  Tipperary  Technical  Instruction 
Glanses. 

Mr.  p.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  *  of  Ireland  if  he 
has  received  a  resolution  of  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Technical  Instruction 
Committee  of  Borrisokane,  North  Tip- 
perary,^ calling  on  him  to  have  the 
order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  revoked  which  prevents  the  com- 
mittee from  having  the  use  of  a  room  in 
the  workhouse  for  instruction  in  cookery, 
laundry,  and  domestic  economy  for  the 
young  j  \, women  of  Borrisokane  rural 
di8tricts,*pointing  out  the  inconvenience 
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lesulting  from  this  oider,  and  the  con- 
aeqaent  disorganisation  of  th^r  classes; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  see  his  way,  in  the 
interest  of  the  development  of  technical 
instruction,  to  have  this  order  revoked. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  It  was  recently 
decided  by  a  Court  of  law  that  if  the 
Local  Grovernroent  Board  permitted  the 
use  of  a  workhouse  for  any  purpose 
unconnected  with  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws,  it  would  be  liable  to  an 
injunction.  The  Board,  in  the  circum- 
stanoes,  is  precluded  from  sanctioning 
the  proposal  in  question. 

Marquess  of  Lansdowne's  Luggacurren 
Estate. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
evicted  tenants  on  the  Luggacurren 
Estate  of  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne 
have  lodged  with  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners the  forms  provided  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  particulars  of  their 
cases;  a^d,  if  so,  what  reply  or  com- 
munication, if  any,  has  been  made  to 
them;  have  the  Estates  Commissioners 
received  any  communication  from  the 
landlord  or  his  agent  intimating  that  the 
Marquess  of  I^ansdowne  is  prepared  to 
sell  either  to  the  new  tenants  or  the 
evicted  tenants;  and  whether,  before  the 
Estates  Commissioners  advance  or 
sanction  the  advance  of  any  money  for 
the  purpose  of  purchase  on  this  property, 
the  claims  of  the  evicted  tenants  for 
reinstatement  will  be  fully  considered. 

Me.  WYNDHAM :  Forty-one  applica- 
tions have  been  received  by,  or  on  behalf 
of,  ez-tenants  on  this  estate.  These  will 
be  fully  considered  in  the  event  of  appli- 
cation being  made  to  the  Commissioners 
in  respect  of  the  sale  of  any  portion  of 
the  estate,  and  the  evicted  tenants  have 
been  so  informed. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Has  the 
Estates  Commission  received  any  com- 
munication from  the  landlord  or  agent 
intimating  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne's 
preparedness  to  sell  'i 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  used  the  words 
"  in  the  event  of  any  application  being 
made."    I  take  it  that  none  has  been.1 


Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  But  has  no 
communication  been  received  by  the 
Commission  ? 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  thought  my 
answer  covered  the  whole  Question  when 
I  said  that  the  Estates  Commission  were 
prepared  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  the 
event  of  any  application  being  made.  I 
will  inquire,  however,  whether  there  has 
been  any  informal  communication. 

Mb.  KILBRIDE :  With  whom  did  the 
Commission  communicate  1  I  am  one  of 
the  evicted  tenants  and  I  received  no 
communication. 

Mb.  DELANY  :  Seeing  that  the  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne  is  a  member  of  the 
Government  which  brought  in  the  Bill 
last  session,  is  he  going  to  sell  to  the 
"planters"? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Ballyboy  Artillery  Parade  Ground. 
Mr.  CULLINAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whetlier  he  is 
aware  that  a  farm  on  the  estate  of  Lady 
Pole-Carew,  situated  at  Ballyboy,  near 
Clogheen,  county  Tipperary,  from  which 
Mr.  James  Kenealy  was  evicted,  is  being 
used  as  a  parade  ground  by  the  Royal 
Artillery  stationed  in  the  district ;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  state  under  what  conditions 
the  War  Office  took  and  hold  this  evicted 
farm. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  Right  to 
manoeuvre  and  exercise  only  on  Bally- 
boy farm  was  let  to  the  Artillery  as  an 
accommodation  for  five  months  from 
1st  March  last  at  £1  per  month 

Mr.  CULLINAN:  Why  did  the 
Government  select  an  evicted  farm 
for  the  purposes  of  a  parade  ground  ? 
Have  they  not  plenty  of  other  parade 
grounds  near  ? 

Gambling  in  '*  Futures. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a 
Select  Committee  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  prevailing  system  of  gambling 
in  futures,  options,  and  warrants,  and 
its  effect  upon  legitimate  speculation  and 
hon^  fide  trade,  especially  with  regard  to 
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foodstuffs,  metals,  cotton,  and  other  raw 
materials. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A,  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.):  I  think  I 
have  already  stated  to  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  and  the  House  that  some  aspects  of 
this  question  are  being  investigated,  I 
understand,  by  the  Commission  on  Food 
Supply,  and  I  do  not  think  that  without 
their  Report  we  ought  to  form  an^  judg- 
ment on  the  broader  aspects  which  the 
hon.  Member  raises  in  his  Question. 

Moseley  Commission 
Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Reports  of  the  Mosele);  Com- 
mission will  be  issued  as  Parliamentary 
Papers. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  kijow  of  no 
precedent  for  the  publication  of  private 
documents  as  Parliamentary  Papers,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  hardly  wise  to  make 
any  exception  in  this  case. 

Scottish  Ck>nge8ted  Districts  Act 
Amendment  BilL 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  proposes 
to  take  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  fix  a  day  for  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill. 

The  Valuation  BilL 
Mb.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  when  he  expects  to  be  able 
to  introduce  the  Valuation  Bill  as 
promised  in  His  Majesty's  Gracious 
Speech. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Bill  is 
ready,  but  I  cannot  name  a  day  for  its 
introduction. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Has  the  Leader  of  the 
House  any  announcement  to  make  as 
to  business  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes,  Sir.  As 
the  House  knows,  we  are  going  to  introduce 


the  Budget  Bill  to-morrow  and  it  will 
be  convenient,  and  in  accordance  with 
precedent,  to  ask  it  to  suspend  the  Twelve 
O'clock  Rule,  as  it  is  necessary  in  the 
public  interest  that  on  the  first  night  of 
the  Budget  certain  Resolutions  should  be 
passed.  If  we  are  fortunate  enough  to- 
morrow to  get  all  the  Budget  Resolutions, 
I  shall  put  down  Supply,  Class  l,f<«  Thurs- 
day, but,  if  not,  the  discussion  on  the 
Buc^t  will  be  continued  on  Thursday. 
The  Licensing  Bill  stands  for  Wednesday. 

Mr,  lough  (Islington,  W.):  May 
I  ask  whether  the  proceedings  to- 
morrow will  be  much  prolonged  after 
midnight  if  the  subject  of  the  Budget 
should  prove  to  be  very  contentious. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  length  of 
the  discussion  rests  at  least  as  much 
with  the  hon.  (Gentleman  and  his  friends 
as  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  May  I  ask 
whether,  as  is  usual,  a  general  dis3USsion 
will  be  taken  on  the  Budget,  on  one 
of  the  Resolutions. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  not 
consulted  the  precedents,  but  the  House 
may  take  it  that  I  do  not  wish  to  restrict 
their  habitual  liberties  in  regard  to  the 
subject. 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER :  Why  is  it 
necessary  to  get  any  Budget  Resolution  on 
the  first  night  if  no  new  taxation  is  im- 
posed ;  and,  if  sOyVhat  is  the  Resolution ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  it  can  be 
shown  that  it  is  not  necessary  t^  take 
any  Resolution  on  Tuesday,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  can  roak«  his  representa- 
tions at  the  proper  time. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had 
discharged  the  following  Members  from 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure : 
Mr.  Arthur  Elliot  and  Mr.  Lloyd 
Morgan ;  and  had  appointed  in  substitu- 
tion Mr.  Terburgh  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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IRISH  VALUATION  ACTS. 
Report  from    the  Select  Committee, 
witii  Minntes  of  Evidence,  brought  up 
and  read. 

Report  to  He  upon  the  Table  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  130.] 


NEW  BILL 


POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  OFFICERS*  (IRE- 
LAND) SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

"  To  provide  Superannuation  for  Poor 
Law  Medical  Officers  in  Ireland,"  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell;  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Harrington  and  Dr. 
Thompson;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Thursday,  28th  April,  and  to  be 
printed.    [BUI  154.] 


SUPPLY  (avniSERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES). 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Blr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

Mr.      NANNBTTI    (Dublin,    College 
Green)  moved,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  House,  the  system  of  primary  edu- 
cation    in     Ireland     is     fundamentally 
defective,  and  has  proved  injurious  in  its 
operation."    He  said  it  was  clear  that  i 
all  the  schools  for  primary  education  in  ; 
Ireland  were  antiquated  and  inadequate,  | 
and  complaints  came  from  north,  south,  I 
east,  and  west  as  to  the  deficiences  of  the  •  of  education  in  Ireland. 


House,   by    Mr.    Dale,  the    gentleman 
appointed  by  th^  Chief  Secretary  to  in- 
vestigate the  condition  of  the  primary 
schools  on  behalf  of  the    Government. 
Irish  Members  were  determined,  as  far  as 
primary  education  was  concerned,  that 
this  system  should  not  be  allowed  to  go 
on  without  a  serious  protest.     It  mi^t 
be  asked  how  were  they  to  bring  about 
a   reform  of  that  system.       His   only 
answer  to  that  question  would  be,   by 
reforming  the  whole  system.    He  wished 
to  draw  attention  to  the  authority  to 
which  the  education  of  the  children  of 
Ireland  was  committed.     That  authority 
was    known  as  the  National  Board  of 
Education.      It    consisted    of    twenty 
gentlemen,    ten    representing    Catholics 
and  ten  Protestants.    It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  go   into  the  names  of 
those  gentlemen,  because  every  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  educational  question 
in  Ireland  was  familiar  with  their  names. 
While  he  admitted  that  those  gentlemen 
might  be  very  good  citizens,  he  wished 
to  ask  had  they  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  ?     Did  they  represent 
education  in  any  manner  or  capacity! 
They  were  not  an  elected  but  a  selected 
body.      They  were  anti-Irish   in    their 
tendency,  and  if  the  education  of  the 
children   who   were    to    be    the   future 
manhood  and  womanhood  of  Ireland  was 
to  be  placed  upon  a  satisfactory  footing 
the  whole   system   of  education  would 
have  to  be  changed,  and  all  those  gentle- 
men now  sitting  on  that  Board  would 
have  to  be  replaced    by    educationists 
who  had  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  needs 

Primary  edu- 


system.  At  the  recent  conference,  held  at  i  cation  would  have  to  be  made  such  as 
the  Mansion  House,  of  managers  and  '  would  appeal  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
teachers  this  question  had  the  primary  !  and  under  the  rule  of  the  present  board 
place,  as  the  first  resolution  carried  was  i  that  was  absolutely  impossible.     Some- 


as  follows — 

"  Wd  belieye  that  no  system  of  secondary,  I 
tochoical,  or  higher  education  cnn  ever  be  hoc-  ! 
cesafnl  unless  a  thorough  and  sound  foundation  ; 
be  laid  in  the  primary  schools,  that  the  primary 
schools  in  this  country  are  in  most  instances  un-  ' 
suitable  for  accomplishing   this  object,  being 
defective   in    sanitation,    equipment,    staffing,  < 
heatinj;,  and  accommodation,>ind  in  their  general  , 
attractiveness  and  comfort.     We  are,  therefore, 
of  the  opinion    that  these   defects   must    be  | 
remedied  immediately  if  any  real  educational 
advancement  is  to  be  looked  for/'  . 

The  statements  in  this  Resolution  had  i 
since  been  repeated,  in  an  authoritative  ' 
document  laid  upon  the  Table  of  this  ' 


thing  would  have  to  be  done  to  make 
the  schools  more  attractive  to  the  child- 
ren. The  children  would  have  to  be 
attracted  to,  instead  of  being  repelled 
from,  the  schools  as  they  were  at  the 
present  time.  Unless  this  was  done  the 
Irish  child  would  make  very  little 
educational  progress.  They  could  not 
ftcape  the  conditions  of  their  day, 
and  they  had  to  face  the  competi- 
tion of  the  civilised  world.  How 
was  it  possible  for  the  children  of 
Ireland  to  do  this  if  in  their 
early     days     they    were     denied     the 
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advantages  of  good  primary  educa- 
tion ?  At  the  present  time  their  schools 
were  in  such  a  state  that  they  were 
absolutely  prejudicial  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  children. 

With  regard  to  the  staffing  of  the 
schools  they  should  be  made  so 
efficient  that  the  teachers  would  not 
have  to  face  an  impossible  task. 
There  were  two  classes  of  schools 
in  Ireland,  namely,  the  vested  and  the 
non-vested  schools.  The  non-vested 
schools  were  each  in  the  hands  of  a 
manager.  He  knew  of  an  instance  in  a 
very  poor  district  where  the  manager  had 
been  called  upon  to  provide  new  equip- 
ment and  materials,and  the  result  was  that 
the  teacher  had  been  deprived  of  his  salary. 
Who  were  the  sufferers  ?  Why,  the  un- 
fortunate children  attending  the  school 
who,  between  the  two,  were  the  victims, 
for  Ihey  would  not  get  the  opportunity 
of  learning  that  for  which  the  school  was 
supposed  to  exist.  The  president  of  the 
Teachers'  CoDgrefs,  tpeaking  on  this 
point,  said — 

**  With  the  scanty  appliances  now  available, 
it  is  extremely  difficult  for  even  the  ablest 
teachers  in  most  of  our  schools  to  produce 
excellent  results.  In  too  many  instances,  rather 
than  allow  bis  skill  and  energy  to  remain  un- 
productive, thc>  teacher,  out  of  his  li&^ited 
income,  has  to  supply  the  means  of  carrying  on 
his  work.  It  is  a  grave  reproach  to  a  system 
which  allows  this  injustice  to  be  perpetrated. 
It  is  impossible  for  them  to  give  efncient  teach- 
ing under  present  conditions.** 

Those  were  the  views  of  the  president  of 
the  Teachers' Congress  which  showt^dthat 
the  teachers  were  fully  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  this  question,  and  they  called  upon 
the  Gcvemment  to  provide  a  remedy  in 
.  order  that  they  might  discharge  their 
duties  in  a  proper  manner.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Pouth  Antrim  said  last  year 
that  in  his  opinion  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  ought  to  take  up  the  question 
of  the  state  of  the  national  schools  in 
Ireland  because  even  in  the  North  of  i 
Ireland  the  schools  were  not  fit  places  for 
the  children  to  be  confined  in;  and  he 
also  complained  of  the  bad  ventilation  of 
the  schools,  and  said  that  more  play- 
grounds ought  to  be  provided.  Such  was 
the  opinion  of  the  representative  of  what 
they  were  led  to  believe  was  the  prosper- 
ous North.  Id  the  matter  of  education 
he  was  afraid  the  North  suffered  just  as 
much  as  the  8outh.  He  would  also  like 
Mr.  Niinnetii. 


to  give  the  opinion  of  a  Protestant  head- 
master who  had  made  this  statement — 

**  The  majority  are  extremely  nnsattsfnetory 
and  quite  unsuitable  for  teaching  purposes.  In 
hundreds  of  cases,  especially  in  rural  districts, 
the  floors  are  earthen,  and  the  roofs  so  bad  that 
the  rain  is  freely  admitted.  There  is  no  local 
aid  as  in  England  and  Scotland  for  keeping  the 
schoolhouses  in  repair,  for  heating  and  cleaning 
them,  and  for  equipping  them.  All  thia  re- 
sponsibility devolves  on  the  local  manager  who 
really  cannot  get  funds  for  these  purposes.  In 
most  oases  the  managers  do  what  they  can,  bat 
very  frequently  the  burden  of  repairs,  heaiting, 
equipping,  etc.,  falls  upon  the  teacher." 

In  order  to  educate  the  children  the 

teachers   of   Ireland    were  prepared  to 

make  these  great  monetary    sacrifices. 

They  had  recently  had  the  Report  of  Mr. 

Dale  on  the  condition  of  the  schools  of 

Ireland  which  must  be  fresh  inthemrnds 

of  many  hon.  Members,  and  he  did  not 

intend    to  quote  very  much   from  that 

Report.     He  rather  preferred  to  give  the 

opinions  of  teachers  who  lived  in  Ireland 

and  who  were  as  much  conversant  with  the 

I  defects  and  the  conditions  of  the  sdiools 

{ in  Ireland  as  Mr.  Dale.     The  evidence  of 

!  the  teachers  provtd  that  the  Naticnal 

I  Board  and  the  Covemment  had  allowed 

I  this  state  of  things  to  go  on  for  such  a 

number  of  years  that  it  was   high  time 

that  b'cmetbing  should  le  done  to  put  a 

stop  to  it.    Dr.  Moran,  speaking  of  the 

Belfast  schools  in  the  report  for  the  year 

1200,  said— 

**  Out-cffices,  instead  of  being  an  advantsge, 
are  in  some  instances  a  dangerous  source  of 
disease  and  death." 

Mr.  Hynes,  writing  of  the  Dublin 
schools  in  UOO,  said — 

"  There  are  a  gcod  many  which  are  defective 
in  one  or  more  of  the  loUowing  essentials^- 
space,  lighting,  ventilation." 

Mr.  Ross  (Newry  District,  1900)  said— 
•'  The  most  common  defects  are  badly  chosen 
•sites,  insutticiency  or  absence  oiF  playgrounds, 
and  object ioiiablt)  Kanitary  arrangements.  In 
seven  inhtan^^es,  schools  attended  by  children 
of  loth  stxos  are  without  privies. " 

Dr.  Alexander  (Cork  District,  1899) 
said— 

*'  The  ventilation  of  the  class  rooms  is  often 
veiy  imperfect.  The  great  majority  of  schools 
are  by  no  means  as  efficiently  eouipped  as  is 

desirable." **In  uauy  schools  1  foui  d 

no  lire  even  when  the  weather  was  very  cold." 

Dr.    Beatty    (Newtownards    District, 

1899)  said— 

"  Another  most  serious  defect  arisen  from  the 
almo^^t  indecent,  and  >iith  little  doubt  itsani* 
tary  position  of  the  out-offices.   Their  reatrieted 
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At  certain  seasons  of  the  year  when  work 
coald  be  got  in  the  fields  teachers  had 
the  greatest  possible  di£Scnlty  in  getting 
the  children  to  attend  school.  A  head- 
master wrote  to  him  as  follows — 


ate  is  sowing  the  seeds  of  disease  in  after  life.** 
.  .  k  *'The  sehoel -houses  no  doubfc  help  the 
work  of  disease.  I  ean  eount  up  fourteen 
mooitors  who  have  retired  through  ill-health, 
sad  have,  I  imagine,  all  since  died.  Two 
young  monitors  employed  in  an  overcrowded 
echool  have  died  within  a  year." 

Those  were  the  views  of  the  inspectors 
and  he  was  sure  they  were  worthy  of 
credence.  He  wished  to  show  the  House 
how  the  Crovernment  or  the  National 
Board  had  fetiled  to  remedy  this  state  of 
affairs.  The  last  extract  on  this  subject 
which  he  wished  to  qaote  was  that  of  the 
president  of  the  teachers,  who,  speaking 
at  Belfaat  this  month,  said — 

"  Some  of  the  most  serious  blots  in  connec- 
tion with  primary  education  in  this  country 
are  nndouDtedly  the  nnsnitability  of  the 
majority  of  the  school  buildings,  the  wretched 
conditicm  of  the  furniture,  the  lack  of  the 
necessary  teaching  appliances,  and  the  general 
want  of  auT  regular  provision  for  heating  and 
auiitati<m.'* 

Would  the  (government  disregard  the 
views  of  these  representative  men  who 
knew  the  requirements  of  education  in 
Ireland?  The  Chief  Secretary,  in  a 
debate  which  took  place  recently,  threw 
a  sUght  on  the  people  of  Ireland  because 
of  their  want  of  education.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  dealing  with  the 
question  of  technical  education,  and 
stated  that,  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  the  necef'sary  education,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  find  men  in  Ireland  qualified  for 
that  class  of  teaching.  The  obvious 
answer  was  contained  in  the  reports  he 
had  read.  Under  the  circumstances  it 
was  no  wonder  that  children  were  dis- 
inclined to  attend  the  schools  in  Ireland. 
In  many  instances  they  had  to  tramp 
long  distances  to  school.  When  they  got 
there  they  were  wet  and  Segrimed,  and 
they  were  often  in  a  famished  condition. 
The  schooIhoQse  was  not  such  as  was  to 
be  found  in  England,  and  it  was  hard  to 
compel  the  child  to  go  where  the  condi- 
tions were  so  uncomfortable.  Would  the 
Government  permit  that  state  of 
things  to  go  on  mtfch  longer  ?  The 
staffing  of  the  schools  also  required 
conaidferation.  The  Chief  Secretary 
stated  tiie  other  night  that  he  would 
favourably  consider  the  advisability  of 
reducing  the  average  number  reqiiired  to 
be  in  attendance,  so  that  there  might  be 
a  second  teacher  provided  for  those 
schook  where  the  average  number  at 
Resent  required  could  not  be  obtained. 


"  At  present  one  teacher  only  is  allowed  in 
schools  with  an  aTerage  attendance  of  less  than 
sixty.  Even  with  an  average  of  forty,  actual  at- 
tendance sometimes  sixty  or  over,  one  teacher 
cannot  give  anything  like  effective  instruction  in 
seven  standards— six  and  infants—at  tlie  same 
time.  The  time  of  the  children  is  wasted,  and, 
what  is  worse,  they  aoquire  the  habit  of  wasting 
time.  There  should  be  a  second  teacher  in  every 
school  with  an  average  of  forty  or  above." 

Surely  this  was  not  unrea8onable,e8peci- 
ally  considering. the  diminishing  popula- 
tion in  many  districts  in  Ireland.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  take  note 
of  this  gentleman's  suggestion. 

There  was  another  substantial  grievance 
in  connection  with  the  educational  work  in 
Ireland  under  the  present  system.  That 
was  in  reference  to  the  status  and  re- 
muneration of  the  teachers.  The  average 
salary  of  all  teachers,  principals  and 
assistants,  was  £80.  The  salaries  of  the 
4,689  headmasters  in  Ireland  were — 
twenty- three  of  these  headmasters  were 
paid  under  £56  a  year,  2,751  of  these 
headmasters  (nearly  60  per  cent.)  were 
paid  between  £56  and  £86  a  year,  1,253 
of  these  headmasters  were  paid  between 
£87  and  £116  a  year,  420  of  these  head- 
masters were  paid  between  £117  and 
£138  a  year,  186  of  these  headmasters 
were  paid  between  £139  and  £174  a  year, 
fifty -five  of  these  headmasters  were  paid 
£175  or  over.  The  salaries  of  the  3,565 
headmistres3es  in  Ireland  were — five  of 
these  were  paid  under  £44  a  year,  2,286 
of  these  were  paii  between  £44  and  £72 
a  year,  799  of  these  were  paid  between 
£73  and  £96  a  year,  278  of  these  were 
piid  between  £97  and  £113  a  year,  197  of 
these  were  paid  £114  a  year  or  over.  All 
the  teachers  in  Irish  national  schools  were 
fully  qualified  and  certificated  teachers. 
He  wished  to  contrast  these  salaries  with 
the  remuneration  given  in  England.  In 
this  country  the  average  salary  of  head- 
masters was  £148  17s.;  the  average 
salary  of  headmistresses  £98  7fl.  lOd.; 
the  average  salary  of  assistant  masters 
£108  lis.  5d. ;  the  average  salary  of 
assistant  mistresses  £78  133.  7d.  In 
Scotland  the  average  salary  of  head 
masters  was  £175  23.  9d.  ;  the  aver- 
a^e      salary     of     headmistresses     was 
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action  of  the  Government  in  denying  as  the 
money  which  woold  letieve  a  laige  pwtion  of 
our  edncational  needs,  and  place  oar  aohoob  in 
a  position  aomething  nearer  towards  equality 
with  the  mimary  schools  of  England  and 
Scotland.  Yon  aie  all  aware  that  the  DasttDg 
of  tiie  Engliwh  Education  Act  gave  an  addition 
of  £1,40(^S()0  to  the  primary  schools  of  En^and. 
In  accordance  with  established  custom  the 
equivalMits  of  £212,000  and  £185,000  became 
available  for  Scotlaiui  and  Ireland  respectively. 
In  Scotland  the  equivalent  grant  was  at  once 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  primary  education ; 
aftnough,  as  everyone  acquainted  with  the 
conditions  existing  in  both  countries  is  well 
aware,  the  Scotch  schoob  in  respect  to  the 
buildings  themselves,  to  equipment^  heating, 
staffing,  and  sanitation,  were  miles  and  miles 
ahead  of  those  of  our  own  unfortunate  land. 
But  the  crying  needs  of  Irish  education  were 
iffnored,  and  the  Irish  equivalent  grant  was 
diverted  from  its  legitimate  purpose  on  the 
plea  that  the  money  could  not  be  usefully 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  primary  education.*' 


£85  148. ;  the  aveiage  salary  of  aseistant 
masters  was  £115  5s.  lOd.;  the  average 
salary  of  assistant  mistresses  was 
£70  18s.  8d.  He  appealed  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  do  something  to  improve  the 
stalus  of  remuneration  of  teachers  in 
Ireland.  As  an  example  of  the  way  in 
which  the  Treasury  dealt  with  teachers 
in  Ireland,  he  would  mention  a  matter 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  in 
respect  of  the  teachers  in  model  schools. 
About  1875,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
demanded  that  one- third  of  the  school 
fees  paid  by  the  children  attending 
model  schools  in  Ireland  should  be  handed 
over  to  them,  and  further  stipulated  with 
the  Commissioners  of  Education  that  in 
case  of  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
fees  collected  the  Treasury  portion  should 
not  fall  below  £2,000  per  annum.  At 
that  time  the  fees  collected  in  model 
schools  amounted  to  over  £7,000  a  year, 
and  the  balance  of  £5,000  was  divided 
among  the  teachers  of  the  respective 
model  schools  in  proportion  to  the 
amounts  collected  in  each.  Owing  to  the 
Education  Act  of  1892,  which  practically 
abolished  school  fees  in  Ireland,  the  fees 
in  model  schools  became  so  reduced  that 
now  only  the  bare  £2,000  could  be 
collected,  and  the  Treasury  insisted  on 
receiving  the  entire  sum.  As  a  conse- 
quent, the  teachers  in  model  schools  got 
now  not  one  penny  of  the  fees  paid  by 
the  public  under  the  belief  that  they 
were  contributing  to  the  incomes  of  those 
who  instructed  their  children.  In  this 
way  a  sum  of  £56,000  had  been  levied  ofi 
Irish  parents  during  the  past  twenty- 
eight  years.  This  was  a  tax  imposed  on 
the  Irish  people  without  their  knowledge, 
and  he  was  certain  if  the  parents  of  the 
children  attending  these  schools  knew 
what  became  of  the  fees,  they  would 
forthwith  refuse  to  pay  them,  feeling  as 
they  did  that  they  were  already  so 
largely  overtaxed.  Speaking  at  Belfast 
a  fortnight  ago,  the  president  of  the 
teachers  said — 

"  I  unhesitatingly  declare  thai  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  serious  defectn  in  our  educational 
system  reste  entirely  on  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. It  must  be  remembereJ  that  our  system 
of  primary  education  is  a  State  bystem ;  and 
that  everyone  connected  with  the  system 
is  directly  or  indirectly  appointed  by  the  State ; 
and,  therefore,  the  duty  is  cast  upon  the  latter 
of  making  adequate  provision  for  the  education 
of  the  childron  of  Ireland.  That  duty  is 
rendered  still  more  imperative  by  the  recent 

Mr.  Nannetti. 


He  hoped  he  had  not  wearied  the 
House,  but  he  had  endeavoured  to  put 
his  case  in  the  best  manner  at  his  dis- 
posal. He  felt  deeply  t^^e  want  of 
education  in  Ireland.  He  knew  that  if 
their  people  were  to  progress  and  face 
the  battle  of  life  in  competition  with 
other  nations  they  must  have  more  and 
better  education/  They  did  not  wish 
their  people  to  be  for  ever  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water ;  but  to  give 
them  an  opportunity,  by  means  of  edu- 
cation, to  come  to  this  country  or  go 
across  the  Atlantic  and  enter  upon  the 
struggle  for  existence  on  equal  terms  with 
their  fellow  citizens. 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.)  said  that  his  hon.  friend  who  had 
moved  the  Motion  now  before  the  House 
had  done  so  in  an  elaborate  and  detailed 
manner  in  wliich  he  did  not  intend  to 
follow  him.  It  was  a  matter  of  satisfac- 
tion that  the  Irish  Party  had  got  this 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  education 
question  at  so  favourable  a  time  as  the 
present ;  and  they  should  not  be  d<ring 
what  was  just  to,  and  wise  for,  their 
country  if  they  did  not  descend  into  both 
the  details  and  the  poUcy  of  the  Irish 
educational  system.  It  had  been  said 
**  Give  me  the  education  of  the  people  of  a 
country  and  I  care  not  what  its  Govern- 
ment may  be."  His  argument  was  "  Give 
us  the  coDtrol  of  the  education  of  our 
own  people  and  they  will  be  better  oB  • 
and  dien  our  demand  for  the  other  will 
be  stronger  and  assured  of  success."    He 
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did  not  know  whether  or  not  that  argu- 
ment would  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  c^posite.  He  wished  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  education  in  Ireland 
from  a  broad,  national,  and  progressive 
pobt  of  view ;  and  to  show  that  in  the 
jMst  seventy  years,  during  which  the 
so-called  National  Board  of  Education  in 
belaod  had  been  in  existenoe,  no  real 
progress  had  been  made  in  education; 
that  nothing  had  been  done  for  the  pro- 
gross  of  the  country;  and  that  the  time 
and  money  spent  on  the  existing  system 
had  been  practically  wasted.  What  was 
the  cause  of  all  this  1  Wera  the  Irish  so 
incapable  of  benefiting  from  a  properly  de- 
▼ifled  and  properly  administered  system  of 
education  ?  No  one  who  knew  the  history 
o!  the  Irish  race  and  the  progress  which 
they  had  made  in  America  and  in  the 
Britidi  Ooloniee,  where  they  had  a  fair 
field,  could  say  that  the  failure  of  the 
system  of  the  National  Education  Board 
WIS  due  to  the  people  themselves.  Un- 
prejudiced witnesses,  including  even 
Mr.  Dale,  had  unanimously  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  failure  was  due  at 
first  to  the  manner  in  which  Ireland  was 
governed ;  and  to  the  refusal  to  give  the 
Irish  people  some  right  to  control  the 
education  of  their  children.  It  was  from 
that  point  of  view  that  he  wished  to 
criticise  the  work  of  the  National  Board 
of  Education. 

From  1537  to  the  present  year  the 
^me  undermining  policy  had  been 
continually  adopted  in  the  treatment  of 
education  in  Ireland  —  the  English 
Oovernment  had  sacrificed  education 
to  the  interest  of  sectarian  strife  and 
supremacy.  The  Irish  Parliament  in 
1537  established  parochial  schools  all 
ovtt  the  country  and  insisted  that  the 
English  tongue  shoidd  be  taught  in  them. 
An  Act  of  Elizabeth  established  diocesan 
schools  in  every  diocese  under  the 
direction  of  the  Protestants  in  Ireland ; 
and  then  there  were  the  charity  schools 
intended  to  bring  up  the  poorest  and 
most  neglected  Catholic  children  as 
Protestants.  Then  there  were  various 
societies  engaged  in  the  useless  task  of 
trying  to  make  converts  of  Catholics  to 
Protestantism.  Those  who  knew  what  had 
been  done  since  the  National  Education 
Board  was  established  were  perfectly 
well  aware  that  the  same  poUcy  had  been 
continued  intae  national  schools  as  had 


prevailed  id  the  parochial,  diocesan  and 
charity  schools.  Archbishop  Whately 
in    his  diary   wrote: 

"The  edooation  sopplied  by  the  National 
Eduoation  Hoard  U  gn^iuaUy  undermining  the 
vast  fabric  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
Church.* 

The  Archbishop  did  not  care  whether 
it  was  improving  the  condition  of 
the  Irish  people.  That  was  not  in  his 
mind,  ff hat  was  in  his  mind  was  '*  If 
we  cannot  get  the  Irish  children  edu- 
cated in  our  creed,  we  give  up  the  only 
hope  of  winning  the  Irish  people  from 
Popery."  Was  it  any  wonder  that 
the  Irbh  people  objected  to  the 
existence  of  a  National  Education 
Board  whose  declared  policy  that  was ! 
But  Archbishop  Whately  added— 

"I  cannot  venture  openly  to  expreaa  thij 
opinion.*' 

The  hope,  that  was,  of  using  this  means 
of  winniDg  the  Irish  people  &om  Popery. 
He  had  not  quoted  these  words  from  any 
idea  of  embittering  controversy  between 
Englishmen  and  Irishmen  on  this  educa- 
tion question,  but  to  show  the  necessity 
of  endless  vigilance  in  proving  the 
futility  of  a  policy  which  sacrificed  real 
education  to  sectarian  purposes.  He 
claimed  that  while  that  policy  was  con- 
tinued the  existing  educational  system 
I  in  Ireland  could  produce  no  good  or 
>  fruitful  results  for  the  Irish  people. 

The  National  Education  Board  had  not 
,  only  no  true  educational  policy ;  it  had 
I  ati  anti-national  policy.    In  1841,  when 
I  the  Board  was  established,  four-fifths  of 
the  Irish  people  spoke  the  Irish  language. 
One  would  have  imagined  that,  as  was 
done  in  Wales  and  in  the  Highlands  of 
ScotUnd,  and  in  every  country  in  Europe, 
the  language  which  the  children  lisped  at 
their  mothers'  knees  would  have  been 
the    language  used  as  the  medium  of 
education  in  the  schook.    But  that  was 
not  the  method  of  the  National  Educa- 
tion Board.    Because  it  was  the  Irish 
language,  and  lest  its  use  might  foster  in 
the  young  Irish  children  a  love  of  their 
,  own     countrv,  and     make    them    true 
I  citizens  and  loyal  to  their  native  land, 
'  it  was  banned ;  and  the  only  educational 
I  system  adopted  for  teaching  the  children 
I  was  through  the  medium  of  an  unknown 
I  tongue.    Everyone  must  be  aware  that 
I  such  a  policy  must  inevitably  have  in 
1  future    generations    a    most    wrotohed 
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effect  upon  the  people  on  whom  it  was 
f<»oed.  An  authority  from  the  Party 
opposite,  in  speaking  of  that  policy  of 
the  National  Board  of  Education,  used 
words  as  strong  as  could  possibly  have 
been  employed  by  any  Irish  Member. 
Attacking  the  lamentable  lack  of  moral 
fibre  on  the  part  of  Irish  children,  that 
Grentleman  said,  was  it  any  wonder  that 
the  Irish  nation  had— as,  undoubtedly,  ! 
they  had — the  characteristics  which  they 
exhibited  ? 

"The  national  factor  in  Ireland  haa  been 
studiously  eliminated  from  national  education, 
and  Ireland  in  perhaps  the  only  country  in 
Europe  where  it  was  part  of  the  settled  policy 
of  those  who  had  guidance  of  education  to 
ignore  the  literature,  histocy,  arts,  and  traditions 
of  the  people.  It  was  a  fatal  policy  for  it 
obviously  tended  to  stamp  their  native  country 
in  the  eyes  of  Irishmen  with  the  badge  of  in- 
feriority and  to  extinguish  the  sense  of  healthy 
self-respect  which  come?  from  the  consciousness 
of  hich  national  ancestry  and  traditions.  This 
policy  dulled  the  intelligence  of  the  people, 
impaired  their  interest  in  their  own  surround- 
ings, stimulated  emigration  by  teaching  them 
to  look  on  other  countries  as  more  agreeable 
places  to  live  in,  and  made  Ireland  a  social 
desert." 

The  same  author  said  further — 

**  Nothing  is  more  evident  to  the  student  of 
Danish  education,  or  I  might  add  of  the  excel- 
lent system  of  the  Christian  Brothers  in  Ireland, 
than  that  one  of  the  secrets  of  their  success  is 
to  be  found  in  their  national  basis,  and  their 
foundation  upon  the  history  and  literature  of 
the  country." 

The  Irish  people  were  now  determined 
to  tolerate  this  national  insult  no  longer. 
They  meant  to  insist  on  getting  edu- 
cational S3rstems  which  would  draw  forth 
all  that  was  best  in  their  race,  which  would 
give  character  as  well  as  information. 
The  OaeUc  League,  during  the  ten  /ears 
of  its  existence,  had  done  more  for  the 
interests  of  education,  for  the  true 
advancement  of  the  nation,  than  all  the 
Boards  that  ever  cursed  their  country. 
It  had  awakened  an  enthusiasm  which 
would  not  tamely  submit  to  insult ;  and 
even  Sir  Horace  Plunkett  would  find  that 
the  Irish  people  would  have  sufficient 
moral  fibre  to  insist  that  Irish  education 
thould  henceforth  be  national  and 
administered  by  themselves.  The  system 
imposed  on  them  over  seventy  years  ago, 
and  continued  unaltered  ever  since,  should 
now  be  able  to  show  exceptional  results 
to  justify  its  continued  existence.  On 
the  contrary  it  had  been  a  hopeless  and 
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disastrous  failure,  and,  if  even  the 
semblance  of  justice  was  to  be  done  them, 
if  their  country  was  not  to  be  kept  for 
ever  in  the  background,  radical  changes 
must  be  immediately  effected.  Educa- 
tion, from  the  national  school  to  the 
University,  must  be  nationalised — both 
as  to  control  and  curriculum. 

A  foreigner  at  first  sight  would  think 
from  the  number  of  boards  of  titled  men 
who  were  charged  with  the  educational 
welfare  of  Ireland  that  it  should  be  the 
most  progressive  nation  on  earth.  They 
had  the  National  Board,  the  Intermediate 
Board,  the  liocal  Government  Board,  the 
Technical  Education  Board,  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  Queen's  Colleges,  the  Senate 
of  the  tWo  Universities  all  charged  with 
giving  good  education  out  of  the  public 
funds,  each  board  independent  of  the 
other,  and  all  independent  of  the  Irish 
people  and  even  of  this  House.  The 
Irish  parent  whose  child's  future  was  at 
stake,  whose  taxes  supported  the  whole 
fabric,  whose  country's  welfare  and  pros- 
perity were  concerned,  was  given  no  voice 
or  control  whatever.  Such  a  state  of 
things  could  not  be  paralleled  in 
any  coimtry  in  Europe.  In  this 
twentieth  century  it  would  be  a  dis- 
grace to  the  government  of  the 
Czar.  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales 
had  long  ago  left  this  antiquated 
stage.  In  America,  in  France,  in  Ger- 
many, the  greatest  public  interest  was 
taken,  and  public  control  given,  in  the 
eaucation  of  the  young.  Public  men, 
ministers  of  religion,  parents,  all  united  in 
interest  and  zeal  for  their  proper  train- 
ing. The  father  felt  that  his  children 
were  his  greatest  charge,  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  fit  them  for  Ufe's  battle.  He 
felt  that  this  could  only  be  done  by  giv- 
ing them,  while  at  school,  such  a  train- 
ing as  would  lay  open  to  them  all  the 
fruits  of  knowledge,  and  therefore  it  was 
that,  in  those  countries,  no  cost  was 
spared  in  getting  the  best  possible 
teachers  and  in  equipping  the  schools 
suitably  for  their  great  work.  It  was 
ungenerous  and  absurd  to  charge  the 
Irish  people  with  taking  no  interest  in 
the  education  of  their  own  children  when 
by  law  they  were  practically  excluded 
from  this  part  of  a  free  citizen's  national 
duty.  The  same  charge  was  made  when 
technical  education  was  administered 
from  South  Kensington.     Tet  how  great 
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had  been  the  interest  aieused,  how  wide- 
spread the  desire  to  devote  the  rates  to 
this  important  branch,  mnce  control  was 
given  to  the  people.  There  were  no 
people  who  valued  education  more  than 
the  Irish,  none  would  more  cheerfully 
give  their  time  and  monej  for  so  laud- 
able a  purpose  as  the  Irish  people ;  yet  of 
all  European  nations  they  alone  were 
denied  tUs  elementary  right.  The  time 
had  arrived  to  remedy  this  indefensible 
aoconstitiooal  anachronism.  Irrespon- 
aible  boards  must  bs  swept  away  and  one 
eentral  authority  responsible  to  the 
people  put  in  their  place.  Much  money 
was  yearly  wasted  by  the  system  which 
prevailed  at  present  of  oae  board  acting 
independently  of  the  oi^r.  Why  should 
primary,  secondary,  technical,  and  Uni- 
versity  education  be  carried  on  in  water- 
tight compartments?  Why  could  not 
one  education  authority  unite  the 
fanetions  of  all,  giving  at  the  same  time 
large  local  control  and  encouraging  local 
initiative?  Why  oould  they  not  de- 
vise one  scheme  leading  from  the 
national  school  to  the  University, 
8o  as  to  draw  forth  the  rich  native  talent 
of  tlie  Irish  peasant,  at  present  lying  dor- 
mant because  of  his  poverty  and  lack 
of  effort?  The  system  of  nominated 
boards  had  proved  a  disastrous  failure  in 
Irelaad.  Nobody  could  now  defend  it. 
There  was  nothing  to  justify  its  continued 
existence. 

Mr.  Dale's  Report  was  more  sweep- 
ing in  its  condemnation  than  the 
most  advanced  Irish  Member  had  ever 
been.  He  saw  nothing  but  schools  badly 
built,  wretchedly  equipped,  insanitary 
and  cheerless,  children  shivering  in  the 
winter  with  no  fire  to  warm  them,  teachers 
poorly  paid  and  with  poorer  prospects  of 
promotion  or  recognition  of  service,  and, 
what  was  most  important  in  this  Report, 
he  recognised  that  neither  teachers, 
managers,  nor  people  were  to  blame  for 
this  deplorable  state  of  things,  but 
rather  the  system  which  centred  all 
aathority  in  Dublin  and  deprived  the 
nation  of  all  power  whatever.  This 
Report,  read  side  by  side  with  the 
eleven  volumes  on  the  educational 
systems  of  Europe  and  America  pub- 
lished under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sadler, 
showed  a  state  of  things  in  Ireland  which 
no  English  Gkivemment,  pretending  to 
take  any  interest  in  the  future  welbre  of 


that  comitry,  could  contemplate  without 
feehng  that  they  had  hopelessly  failed 
in  their  duty.  They  made  the  Irishman 
feel  that  so  far  had  his  country  been 
kept  behind  the  rest  of  the  world  through 
being  denied  proper  systems  of  education, 
that  nothing  but  the  most  enthusiastic 
application  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
guided  and  encouraged  by  a  fostering 
Irish  Parliament,  could  ever  repair  Uie 
mischief  of  the  past.  A  change,  revolu- 
tionary and  immediate,  was  required* 
The  whole  system  should  be  torn  up  by 
the  roots  and  education  from  the  national 
school  to  the  University  placed  on  a  proper 
basis.  Thesystemscouldnotbeconsidered 
aptot.  They  reacted  and  interacted  on 
each  othdr,  and  that  scheme  would  be 
most  successful  where  they  were  all  oon- 
sidered  as  part  of  one  whole.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  Unrversity  helped  to  supply 
good  teachers,  while  the  good  teachers 
afterwards  supplied  good  University 
students,  and  thus  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  class  was  felt  the  influence  of 
University  training.  As  it  was  in  the 
prim  try  school  that  five-si ?cths  of  their 
boys  got  their  first  and  only  education  it 
was  evident  that  this  must  be  for  them 
their  University.  If  this  school  was 
badly  managed,  if  the  teaching  given 
therein  was  of  a  low  order,  it  was  a  poor 
consolation  for  them  to  know  that  the 
children  of  their  richer  neighbours  could 
get  University  education  in  Dublin. 

How  were  they  to  get  the  blessings  of 
University  education  ?  They  could  not 
all  S3ni  their  children  away.  He  would 
make  two  suggestions,  which,  if  carried 
out,  would,  to  his  mind,  go  very  far 
towards  bringing  the  University  to  every 
man's  door.  He  would  place  the  teach- 
ing profession  on  an  equality  with  other 
professions  in  this  country,  give  them  an 
equally  high  educational  training  and  give 
them  a  salary  commensurate  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  work  they  had  to  dis* 
charge.  He  would  remodel  the  present  sys- 
tem of  training  teachers,  and  would  give 
the  teacher  a  position  in  the  University 
which  would  enable  him  to  avail  hituself  of 
all  the  social  and  intellectual  advantages 
which  were  amongst  the  greatest  boons  of 
University  training.  He  would  do  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  fit  him — and  it  was 
a  d^eult  and  slow  process  to  train  a 
competent  teacher — ^for  the  very  im- 
portant work  of  shaping  the  youth  of  the 
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nation.  President  Ghrfield  said  of 
Professor  Hopkins  of  Williams  College, 
where  Garfield  was  a  student,  that  '*  he 
considered  it  a  liberal  education  to  sit  at 
one  end  of  a  log  with  lilack  Hopkins  at 
the  other."  So  it  was  with  every  true 
teacher.  His  influence  in  forming  the 
character,  in  shaping  the  destiny  of  those 
who  came  under  his  control  was  a  thing 
which  could  scarcely  be  realised.  They 
spent  £54,000  a  year  on  training 
Irish  teachers  who  got  no  oppor- 
tunities of  the  University  training  as  in 
Scotland  or  America.  Half  the  Scotch 
teachers  were  University  graduates. 
Everybody  was  aware  that  the  system  of 
educating  one  particular  class  or  profes- 
sion entirely  apart  from  the  general  edu- 
cation and  wide  contact  given  in  a  Uni- 
versity was  educationally  unsound,  and 
tended  to  produce  characteristics  which 
did  not  mark  a  "liberal  education." 
Professor  Munsterberg  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, writing  in  1900,    said — 

*'  That  was  the  secret  of  German  sohools ;  the 
moit  elemeatary  teaohing  was  givea  by  men 
who  were  experts  in  their  field,  whose  scholarly 
interest  filled  them  with  an  enthusiasm  that 
inspired  the  class.  To  bring  that  condition 
aboat  must  ba  the  aim  of  erory  friend  of 
American  school  life.  That  is  the  one  grreat 
reform  which  is  needed,  and  till  this  burning 
need  is  removed,  it  is  useless  to  put  forward 
unimportant  changes.  Just  as  it  has  been  said 
that  war  requires  throe  things — money,  money, 
and  again  money— so  it  can  be  said  witii  much 
greater  truth  that  education  needs  not  forces 
and  buildings,  nor  pedagogy  and  demonstra- 
tions, but  only  men,  men,  and  again  men.  The 
right  kind  of  men  is  what  the  schools  need ; 
they  need  teachers  whose  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject would  banish  all  drudgery." 

Professor  Russell,  of  Columbia  Univer-  | 
sity,  said —  ' 

"  No  one  will  deny  that  the  interests  of  public 
education  are  as  great  and  as  urgent  as  the  in- 
terests of  law,  medicine,  or  engineering.  The 
University  is  true  to  itself,  therefore,  when 
it  undertaken  the  professional  training  of 
teachers.*' 

These  eminent  authorities  recognised 
the  essential  factor'  of  progress  in 
national  education  to  be  the  well-trained 
teacher.  If  he  ha  I  availed  himself  of 
University  training  ho  dispensed  his 
knowledge, and, what  was  m:*re  important , 
his  culture  and  character,  to  those  who 
were  entrusted  to  his  care. 

The  second  point  to  which  he  wished  to 
direct  attention,  and  by  means  of  which 
he  hoped  to  f  urther^aoilitate  the  advance 

Mr.  Thomas  (yDannell. 


of  the  clever,  but  poor,  boy,  trained 
under  the  teacher  he  had  described,  was 
a  scheme  of  county  scholarships  which 
would  give  free  admission  to,  and  a  free 
education  in,  the  University.  To  do  this 
thoroughly  he  would  establish  in  suitable 
centres,  say  the  central  town  of  three  mt 
more  adjoining  parishes,  a  higher 
national  school.  The  teachers  in  those 
schools  shoidd  be,  of  course.  University 
graduates  of  distinction.  To  every 
primary  school  within  those  parishes,  he 
would  allocate  one,  two,  or  three  scholar* 
ships  to  be*  competed  for  yearly,  the 
winners  to  have  free  entrance  to  tiie 
higher  national  school.  The  pupils  of 
those  higher  schools  would  compete  for 
the  county  scholarships  giving  free  ad- 
mission to  the  University,  or  to  the  tech- 
nical college  attached  thereto. 

If    permitted    he    would    now   sum- 
marise whit  he  had  just  said  and  put 
to    the  Chief  Secretary  what    he   con- 
sidered   the     most    important    points. 
He  had  proved  that  the  present  sys- 
tem   should    not    go    on     any  longer, 
it   had    ruined    and  blighted  the  men 
of  Ireland  and  kept  them  fifty  or  a  hun- 
dred years  behind  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  no  reason  coild  be  brought  forward 
for  its  continuance.    What  was  to  bs 
submitted  for  it  ?    The  Chief  Secretary 
and  his  colleagues  took  on   themselves 
the  right  to  govern  Ireland,  and  said  the 
Irish  were  b3tter  ofi  now  than  they  had 
ever  been.    But   if    he    might    express 
an    opinion    he    would    say    that    the 
Government  of  Ireland  by  this  House 
stood     condemned     by     its      attitude 
to     the   eiucition    of     that     country. 
In  every  other  civilised  country  in  the 
world    the    people     had    the    right   of 
mani^iag  the  education  of  their  children, 
and  th3  possession  of  that  right  created 
an   interest   in,   and    awakened   an  en- 
thusiasm for,   education  which   were  of 
the  greatest  value.     Why  should  Irish- 
man be  refused  that  right  ?     In  America 
thsy  had  not  proved  to  ba  incapable  of 
administering  education  or  of  banefiting 
by   it.      Their   capacity    could    not  he 
denied,  and  the  Government  which  held 
them  to  be  unworthy,  itself  stood  hope- 
lessly condemned.    Education  in  Ireland 
required  to  be  nationalised  and  modern- 
ised; nominated  boards  should  be  swept 
away;  the  people  should  b3  granted  the 
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right  of  training  their  children ;  primary, 
secondary,     technical    and    University 
education  ahould  be  so   co-ordinated  as 
to    bring    it    within  the  reach    of   all 
children   with  the   necessary  ability  to 
loofit  by  it.     It  was  equally  essential 
that  the  position  of  the  teacher  should  be 
raised    in    importance,   that  his   salary 
and  pro^>ect8  should  be  enlarged,  and 
his  training  connected  with  the  national 
University.    To  carry  out  these  reforms 
and  to  repair  the   consequences  of  past 
neglect  it  would  be  necessary  for  a  con- 
%      siderable  sum  to  be  spent  on  education 
in  Ireland,  far  more  than  would  be  her 
prcqportionate    share   as   compared  with 
England  and  Scotland,  a  demand    the 
justice  of  which  could  easily  be  proved. 
Steps  should  be  taken  to  teach  the  Irish 
language  as    a  compulsory  subjedt,   to 
inculcate    patriotism,   civic    duties  and 
responsibilities,  love  of  home  and  father- 
laiKl ;    to  banish  corporal  punishment ; 
and  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  form- 
ation of  character  than  to  the  mere  giving 
of    information.      Suitable  playgrouncib 
should  be  established  in  connection  with 
I       every  school,  special  facilities  afforded 
!       for    the    retirement    of    men  who    had 
grown  old  in  service  under  the  present 
system,  and  the  initial  salary  of  £56  a 
year  increased  so  as  to  attract  younger 
and  better  men.    Finally,  boys  and  girls 
ought  to  be  taught  together  as  was  the 
case  in  America  and  as  used  to  be  the 
case    in    Ireland.       All    authority    in 
America    had   come    to   the  conclusion 
that    the    greatest  possible    advantages 
accrued  to  the  nation  by  the  co-educa- 
tion of  the  children.     The  young  men 
were  less  rough  and  more  courteous,  the 
girls  were  more  virile,  and  from  a  moral 
point  of  view  the  most  excellent  results 
were  achieved.     He  hoped  that  at  last 
Ireland  would  be  relieved  of  the  system 
of  nominated  boards  whkh  had  wrought 
so  much  evil  in  the  past,  and  that  Irish 
parents  would  be  granted  the  elementary 
right  of    assisting    to  train  their  own 
children.       It    was   often   alleged    that 
Iridunen  were  incapable  of  filUng  posi- 
tions in  Ireland,  or  abroad,  because  of 
their  lack  of  education,  but  if  the  taunt 
were   justified  it  was  the   fault  not  of 
Irishmen  but  of  the  English  Government. 
A  heavy   responsibility  would  rest  on 
Parliament   if    it   continued  a   system 
which    had    produced    such    wretched 
VOL.  CXXXni.    [Fourth  Sirie?.] 


results  in  a  people  who  were  anxious  to 
secure,  and  capable  of  benefiting  by,  the 
full  advantages  of  education.  He  begged 
to  second  the  Motion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  that '  lo  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
*  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  system  of 
PHmary  Education  in  Ireland  is  fundamentally 
defective,  and  has  proved  injurious  in  its 
operation.' "-  ^Mr,  NanneUi.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.*' 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  it  was  impossible  for  the 
House  of  Commons  not  to  sympathise 
with  the  demand  for  a  proper  system  of 
education  in  Ireland.  As  far  as  educa- 
tion  went,  he  did  not  think  the  record 
of  the  English  Government  was  a  very 
creditable  one,  and  unless  they  took  steps 
to  legislate  for  the  needs  of  Ireland  in 
this  respect  Parliament  would  show  a 
singular  indifference  to  the  valuable  asset 
which  the  Empire  possessed  in  the 
pecuUar  qualities  of  the  Irish  people  if 
only  they  were  properly  developed  and 
trained.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
debate  would  result  in  serious  steps 
being  taken  to  give  to  Ireland  similar 
opportunities  to  those  now  enjoyed  by 
England,  Wales,  and  Scotland.  B  ut  when 
one  passed  from  the  general  demand  and 
right  of  the  Irish  people  to  the  desirability 
of  reforming  the  present  system,  it  was 
necessary  to  step  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
dence and  caution.  He  knew  enough 
about  education  to  be  aware  that  it  must 
be  adapted  to  the  pecuUarities,  and 
even  to  the  prejudice,  of  the  people  it 
was  intended  to  benefit,  and  that 
it  was  impossible  to  force  one  rigid 
I  system  upon  all  the  peoples  inhabiting 
'  the  various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
If  he  might  make  one  or  two  general 
remarks  as  to  the  principles  on  which 
Irish  education  should  be  conducted,  he 
would  say  that  the  first  thing  was  to 
bring  it  under  popular  controL  At 
present  it  was  impossible  for  any  body 
of  Members  to  exercise  any  influence 
over  the  matter,  inasmuch  as,  under  the 
present  system,  Irish  education  was  taken 
entirely  out  of  Parliamentary  controL 
The  Lord  Advocate  had  to  answer  the 


Q 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


415      Supply  {CM  Snvices  aiid      {COMMONS}       lUvenm  Depts.  Estimates).      416 


criticisms  made  in  this  House  on  behalf 
of  the  Scottish  Edacation  Department, 
btft  when  they  came  to  Irish  edacation 
the  C!hief  Seoretary  for  Ireland  had  to 
answer  for  the  National  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. Considerably  more  than  ien  years 
ago  he  was  invited  to  visit  one  of  the 
most  admirable  echools  he  ever  saw  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  and  it  was  a 
school  for  poor  boys  at  Cork.  It  was 
admirable  in  every  way  and  the  teaching 
and  discipline  were  excellent.  It  was  a 
school  conducted  by  the  Christian 
Brothers,  and,  although  a  debate  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
the  question,  the  then  Chief  Secretary 
was  obliged  to  state  that  he  was  unable 
to  grant  this  admirable  school  full  assist- 
ance from  the  fund  for  Irish  education. 

He  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  in  any  scheme  brought 
forward  for  remodelling  Irish  education 
they  ought  to  put  a  stop  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  boards  in  Ireland.  There  were, 
at  present,  three  great  boards  in  Ireland 
administering  education,  namely,  the 
National  Bowl  of  Education,  which  dealt 
with  elementary  education;  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Board,  which  dealt 
with  what  was  called  in  this  country 
secondary  education;  and  the  Board  for 
Technical  Education.  The  work  of  these 
three  boards  was  so  closely  connected 
that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  have  a 
proper  system  unless  the  three  were 
amalgamated.  The  principle  of  technical 
education  was  one  which  should  provide 
the  whole  of  the  instruction  from  the 
kindergarten  to  the  University,  and  the 
elementary  school  could  not  be  properly 
carried  on  unless  the  principle  of 
technical  instruction,  and  the  supervision 
of  the  persons  versed  in  technical  in- 
struction, was  made  use  of  during  the 
whole  course  of  elementary  training. 
Elementary  education  ought  to  lead 
directly  on  to  intermediate,  and  it  was 
absolutely  essential  that  these  three 
kinds  of  education  should  not  be  kept  in 
water-tight  compartments  with  no  con- 
nection the  one  with  the  other. 

Another  thing  they  required  in  Ireland 
was  the  encouragement  and  establishment 
of  some  kind  of  local  interest  in  education. 
That  was  one  of  the  great  advantages  of 
the  English  Act  of  1870,  for  it  aroused 
in  every  part  of   the  country  a  keener 
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local  interest  in  education.    That  local 
interest   had  always  baen  the  k^y-stone 
of  the  Scottish  system.     The  reason  why 
Scotch  education  had  been  so  successful 
and  why  it  was  so  far  ahead  of  the  rest 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  was  that  there 
had  always  been  in  Scotiand  a  greater 
local  interest  taken    in  education.    In 
those  parts  of  England  where  there  had 
formerly  existed  this  local  interest,  aad 
where  the  parents  had  taken  an  interest 
in  education,  the  schools  were  the  best 
and  there  they  made   the  bast  use  of 
thoB^  schools.    No  doubt  one  difficulty 
in  applying  the  system  of  England  and 
Scotland  to    Ireland  was    the  extreme 
poverty    of    the    people.      In    England 
three-fourths  of  the  cost  of   edacation 
was  paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
and  one-fourth  out   of  the  local  rate^ 
He  believed  that  something  like  the  same 
prpportion  was  contributed  in  Scotland, 
but  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  ask 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  pay  as  much  as 
one-fourth.    If  some  official  body  was 
fonned  responsible  for  the  general  direc- 
tion of  the  education  of  the  district,  he 
did  not  think  they  needed  to   despair 
because    the    people  were    incapable  of 
bearing  a  substantial  part  of  the  cost  of 
education.     He    had    been  very  mncb 
struck  by  what  he  had  read  of  something 
that  was  done  sixty  years  ago  in  a  small 
parish  in  Somersetshire,  which  contained 
a  population  of  1,125,  composed  almost 
entirely  of  agricultural  labourers  receiving 
between  6s.  and  98.  a  week,  which  was 
about  the  same  rate  of  wages  as  was  now 
being  paid  in  some  of  the  districts  in 
Ireland.     There  were  no  rich  people  in 
that  parish,  and  yet  the  rector,  by  enlisting 
the  interest  of  the  people,  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  most   remarkable  model 
school  supported  entirely   by  the  small 
(Government  grant  and  the  fees  of  those 
poor  people.  He  succeeded  in  establishing 
in  that    school    a    system  of  education 
somet^iing  like  that  which    sixty  years 
afterwards  they  were  striving  to  obtain 
with  the  assistance  of  all  the  inspectors 
and  machinery  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. But  although  Ireland  was  very  poor, 
and  although  it  might  be  incapable  of  giv- 
ing any  considerable  rate  aid  to  the  elemen- 
tary schools  that  was  no  reason  why  a  local 
interest  should  not  be  created.     They 
could  have  exoellent  schools  in  a  poor 
parish  with  a  keen  local  interest,  and 
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quite  as  e£Scient  as  the  schools  in  an 
indifferent  parish  where  they  might 
have  a  considerable  sum  to  support 
•dncation  oat  of  the  rates.  There  was 
another  thing  which  should  be  considered  < 
by  the  Irish  people  and  their  represen- 
tatives, namely,  that  there  was  a  con- 
siderable body  of  opinion  which  held 
that  the  cost  oi  education  should  be  an 
Imperial  and  iiot  a  local  charge.  There 
<mght  to  be  a  very  small  margin  of  the 
mere  local  cost  of  administration  and  so 
on,  which  ought  to  bM  upon  the  locality, 
and  the  great  bulk  of  the  cost  should 
&11  upon  the  Imperial  funds  on  the 
ground  that  education  was  a  national 
and  not  a  local  concern.  What  he 
wished  to  impress  upon  the  House  was 
that  they  should  not  wait  for  the  possi- 
"bility  of  exacting  local  contributions 
before  they  took  some  measures  to 
secure  local  responsibility  and  interest 
in  education. 

Perhaps  the  House  would  think  he 
was  going  beyond  his  piovince  if  he 
^ticised  in  any  detail  the  Report  which 
had  recently  been  made  by  Mr.  Dale. 
Mr.  Dale  was  a  gentleman  who, 
from  his  long  experience,  knew  the 
state  of  the  schook  in  this  country, 
and  nobody  could  be  more  qualified  to 
report  upon  the  Irish  schools.  His  Report 
was  per^tly  conclusive  that  there  was 
in  Ireland  a  great  defect  in  the  evocation, 
that  it  was  not  at  all  up  to  the  English 
standard,  that  it  was  not  what  it  ought 
to  be,  and  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary,  in  common  justice  to  the  Irish 
nation,  that  it  should  be  brought  up  to 
the  English  standard  as  soon  as  possible. 
He  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  what  was  stated  in  the 
Report  as  to  the  great  superiority  of  tfie 
iionvent  schools,  and  of  the  Protestant 
schools  which  were  managed  on  the 
same  sort  of  principles.  There  they  had 
a  very  valuable  local  agency  in  Ireland 
which  was  possessed  only  to  a  very  small 
extent  in  England  and  scarcely  at  all  in 
Scotland.  As  the  Irish  idea  of  an  educa- 
tional system  might  differ  very  largely 
from  that  in  this  country,  it  might  be  a 
question  whether  more  use  might  not  be 
made  of  those  Irish  schools,  and  whether 
some  p^Urt  of  the  Irish  educational  system 
could  not  be  aj^Iied  to  them.  He  was 
particularly  struck  ten  years  ago  by  those 
Christian    Brothers'    schools,    some    of 


which  he  saw  in  Cork.  He  was  told, 
and  he  believed  it  was  true,  that 
they  had  succeeded  in  establishing 
in  the  cities  and  the  great  centres  of 
population  in  Ireland  schools  which  really 
got  hold  of  the  young  people  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion.  There  were 
very  few  Protestants  in  them,  but  their 
doors  were  not  shut  to  them.  These 
schools  got  hold  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
children,  and  brought  ihem  up  in  a  way 
in  which  no  other  institution  in  Ireland 
had  ever  succeeded  in  doing.  A  respected 
Member  of  this  House,  who  was  brought 
up  in  a  Christian  Brotiiers'  school,  was  a 
distinguished  ornament  of  the  House  in 
his  time.  If  some  system  of  that  sort 
were  adopted  it  would  give  a  very  ex- 
cellent body  of  local  managers  more 
interested  in  education  than  perhaps  any 
other,  because  they  were  interested  on 
religious  grounds.  It  was  part  of  their 
religion  to  carry  on  these  schools  and  to 
do  the  best  they  could  for  the  children. 
He,  therefore,  rose  to  say  that  he  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  real  root-and-branch 
reform  of  Irish  education,  and  he  was 
quite  sure  that  all  Parties  in  the 
House — not  only  Irish  but  English  and 
Scotch  Members — would  do  their  bes)^ 
to  help  the  Irish  people  to  have  a  really 
proper  and  valuable  scheme  established. 
That  scheme  should  be  one  responsible 
to  Parliament,  and  the  Department 
which  had  charge  in  Ireland  of  educa- 
tion should  undertake  the  whole  educa- 
tion of  Ireland-elementary,  intermediate, 
and  technical — and  should  be  responsible 
to  this  House  for  tlie  mode  in  which  the 
money  voted  by  this  House  was  ex- 
pended. The  responsibility  for  the 
organisation  and  administration  of  ele- 
mentary  education  should  be  entrusted 
to  some  Irish  body  either  elected  by,  or 
representative  of,  the  people,  with  re- 
sponsibility in  the  first  instance  to  the 
Irish  Education  Department,  and  there- 
fore to  this  House,  and  in  the  second 
place  to  the  people  of  the  locality  out  of 
which  it  was  chosen.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  any  system  of  that  kind — ^a  really 
good  Irish  educational  system — whether 
it  led  to  Home  Rule  or  not,  would  cer- 
tainly lead  to  the  Irish  people  being 
happier,  and  to  the  development  of  those 
extraordinary  talents  they  possessed,  and 
which  were  so  valuable  an  asset  to  the 


people  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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it  ended  in  Home  Rule  or  not,  it  would 
end  in  making  a  much  happier  Ireland, 
and  in  much  greater  credit  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

IfB.  JOHN  REDMOND  [(Waterford) 
said  he  only  rose  to  intervene  for  a  few 
moments  in  the  debate,  and  he  must 
state  to  the  House  his  reason  for  speak- 
ing now.  First  of  all,  he  wished  to  thank 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  for  the  interesting,  valuable, 
l^nd  sjniipathetic  speech  he  had  made  and 
for  which  they  were  all  most  grateful, 
and  he  thought  that  the  representatives 
of  the  Irish  people  in  this  House  who 
had  been  for  so  many  long  years  preach- 
ing the  doctrine  of  reform  in  primary 
education  in  vain,  had  reason  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  upon  the  position 
in  which  they  stood  at  the  present 
moment;  because  he  did  not  think 
that  when  the  Chief  Secretary  came  to 
speak  it  would  be  possible  for  him  to  deny 
that  the  present  system  had  been  univer- 
sally condemned .  As  the  right  bon.C^ntle- 
man  had  properly  said,  the  Report  of  Mr. 
Dale  in  itseU  was  a  condenmation,  com- 
plete and  overwhelming,  of  the  Board  of 
National  Education  and  of  the  whole 
system  at  the  present  moment  in  Ireland. 
He  therefore  thought  they  had  reason  to 
congratulate  themselves  that  at  last 
they  had  come  to  what  looked  like  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  a  system  which 
had  .0  a  large  extent  kept  the  Irish  in 
ignorance  and  militated  against  progress 
in  every  department  of  life  in  that 
country.  He  had  not  risen  to  emphasise 
the  case  against  the  present  system.  If 
that  rested  solely  on  the  speeches  made 
in  this  debate  it  would  be  unanswerable. 
But  it  rested  upon  more  than  that.  It 
was  unnecessary  for  him  at  this  stage  to 
emphasise  Uie  view  now  practically 
universally  entertained  by  every  one,  that 
the  present  system  was  rotten  and  must 
go.  But  he  had  been  induced  to  rise  now 
by  some  of  the  observations  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge University.  If  they  had  in  Ireland 
a  Government  of  their  own  the  settlement 
of  this  question  would  be  perfectly  easy ; 
then  the  settlement  would  be  a  natural 
and  logical  settlement  by  a  Government 
Department  responsible  to  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland.  But  that  was  not  the  posi- 
tion in  which  they  stood  at  the : 
Sir  John  Gcrst, 


'  present    moment,   and  he   desired    be- 
I  fore     the    Chief    Secretary     spoke    to 
warn  him  that  so  far  as  the  sentiments 
'  entertained  by  the  Irish  Members  were 
1  concerned,  they   did   not   approve  and 
,  would  not   tolerate,  so  far  as  it  rested 
j  with  them,  the  creation  of  a  new  Castle 
j  board  to  take  the  place  of  the  present 
I  Board  of  National  Education.     They  had 
no  confidence  in  the  Government  of  Ire- 
j  land  by  Dublin  Castle ;  they  had  no  con- 
fidence   in   the    centralised    nominated 
board  of  Dublin  Castle ;  and  the  creation 
I  of  what  they  called  a  new  (Government 
Department   in   Ireland   to    take   over 
responsibility  for  primary  education  in 
that  country  would  not   receive    their 
sanction,  and  most  certainly  would  not 
receive  the  confidence  of  the  mass  of  the 
Irish  people,  rr,  ^^ 

He  confessed  it  was  very  difficult 
to  suggest  what  the  remedy  oaghi 
to  be.  Of  course  it  would  be,  as  he 
had  said,  easy  if  they  had  their  own 
Government ;  and  untU  they  had  their 
own  Government  there  would  be,  in  hia 
opinion,  no  satisfactory  or  logioal  settle- 
ment. But  it  was  not  their  province, 
sitting  in  opposition  in  that  House,  with- 
out responsibility  for  the  (jrovemment  in 
their  hands,  to  suggest  a  way  out  of  these 
difficulties,  and  therefore  he  did  not 
propos^to  suggest  a  scheme  for  remedy- 
ing the  difficulties.  What  he  did  say  was 
that  the  scandal  and  disgrace  of  thl 
system  was  now  admitted.  There  was 
no  proof  of  the  failure  of  English  govern- 
ment in  Ireland  so  overwhelming 
as  that  which  was  to  be  found  in  the 
neglect  of  education,  and  there  was  no 
argument,  therefore,  that  was  stronger  in 
favour  of  Home  Rule.  When  they  came 
to  propose  a  remedy  for  this  question  all 
he  felt  bound  to  say  was  this,  that  the 
National  Board  as  at  present  constituted 
was  absurd,  unrepresentative,  and  irre- 
sponsible, and  whatever  they  did  they 
must  change  the  character  of  that  board, 
but  further  than  that  he  had  only  to  say 
that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  a  new  De- 
partment in  Ireland  responsible  to  this 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Cambridge  University  said 
that  that  was  all  very  well.  Would  he 
allow  him  to  point  out  the  difference 
between  the  responsibility  of  an  Irish 
Castle  board  to  diis  House  and  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the   ordinary   Board  of 
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Mncaticn  in  this  oocmtry  to  this  House.  '  coDsider. 
What  was  the  meaning  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  English  Board  of  Education 
to  this  House  ?  It  meant  that  it  was 
responsible  to  an  Assembly  where  the 
public  opinion  of  the  country  was  para- 
mount. That  was  to  say  it  could  never 
do  anything  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Endand.  But  the  Education  Board  in 
Ireland  might  be  responsible  to  this 
House,  and  yet  in  its  every  action  flout 
and  defy  the  unanimous  public  opinion 

of  Ireland,  and,  therefore,  to  tell  him  that    work  of  a  kind.     He  admitted  that  the 
this  case  would  be  satisfactorily  met  by    Board  was  utterly  defective  and  ought 
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The  whole  matter  went  so 
deeply  into  the  root  of  things  in  Ireland 
that  he  wished  to  state  at  once  what  he 
thought  about  it.  There  could  be  no 
defence  of  the  National  Board.  He 
agreed  with  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
in  that»  but  while  they  condemnea  the 
Board  they  ought  to  have  the  courage 
and  the  frankness  to  say  that  it  was 
formed  at  a  time  when  no  other  system 
was  possible,  and  that,  under  the  con- 
ditions which  were  then  existent,  it  had 
done  a  substantial  and  good  educational 


the  creation  of  a  new  Government  De- 
partment which  was  to  be  responsible  to  | 
tiiis  House  did  not  satisfy  lus  mind  at 
all,  because  so  far  as  the  Irish  people  , 
were  concerned  it  would  be  absolutely  ' 
irresponsible.  Therefore  he  was  not  to  be  I 
taken  as  in  favour,  in  any  sense,  of  such  a 


board.    That  was  what  he  had  risen  to 

say.    He  had  intended  to  wait  until  later  ,  Parliamentary  influence. 

in  th')  debate  and  to  speak  after  hearing  |  the  other  churches  were 


not  to  be  allowed  to  exist,  but  he  did  not 
think  they  should  bury  it  without  some 
funeral  service  over  it  of  a  decent  character . 
The  Board  was  non-representative.  He 
had  had  something  to  do  with  it  in  past 
years.  He  was  a  Presbyterian.  Whether 
a  man  was  competent  or  not  was  never 
taken  into  account.     It  all  depended  on 

He  supposed 
in  a  similar 


what  the  Chief  Secretary  had  to  say,  but  position.  He  was  not  at  Uberty  to 
so  impressed  was  he  by  the  speech  of  discuss  this  question  from  the  Home 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  Rule  standpoint,  but  he  maintained  that 
for  Cambridge  University  that  he  thought  the  Board  was  educationally  incompetent. 
at  well  to  intervene  between  that  speech  '  It  had  done  its  best  but  it  ought  to  be 
and  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  so  ended.  But  when  they  came  to  ask  what 
that  there  might  be  no  misconception  '  should  take  its  place  they  found  the 
upon  this  point,   and  that   the    Chief  |  great  difficulty.    He  could  see  nothing,  if 


Secretary  might  know  that  this  scheme 
for  creating  a  new  Department  in  Ire- 
land was  not  one  that  they  approved,  and 
that  they  would  resist  that  proposal.  It 
was  one  that  would  not  receive  support 
from  the  great  mass  of  Irish  people. 

Hb  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
•aid  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
that  the  House  should  trouble  itself  dis- 
cussing the  enormities  connected  with 
such  matters  as  equipment,  sanitation, 
and  school  buildings.  In  a  debate  of 
this  charlu^ter,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
clearly  going  to  result  in  a  revolution  in 
the  Insh  educational  system,  it  was  not 
matters  like  these  that  the  House  ought 
first  of  all  to  consider.  These  ought  to 
be  taken,  as  matters  of  course,  for  no 
system  which  allowed  such  equipment, 

sanitation,  and  school  buildings  as  now  i  ago  that  when  the  Lord  Advocate  in  1872 
existed  deserved  to  be  tolerated.  That  |  took  the  Scotch  Education  Bill  as  it  had 
was  clear.  They  were  alongside  of  one  i  been  settled  by  a  Committee  of  the 
of  the  biggest  Irish  questions  the  House  I  Cabinet  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  he  rather 
of  Commons  could  be   called  upon  to  '  prided  himself  on  telUng  Mr.  Gladstone 


they  abolished  the  Board,  but  an  Educa- 
tion Department  as  it  existed  in  England 
or  Scotland.  That  would  be  a  Depart- 
ment responsible  to  that  House.  He 
agreed  that  that  was  an  imperfect 
responsibility,  and  that  many  things 
would  be  done  which  would  be  repugnant 
•to  the  general  sense  of  the  Irish  Members. 
Let  them  make  no  mistake.  They  were 
really  treading  upon  very  thin  ice  in  thb 
matter.  The  question  of  education  in 
Ireland  occupied  a  wholly  different 
position  from  what  it  occupied  in  England 
and  Scotland.  The  religious  difficulty 
was  bad  enough  in  England,  as  had  been 
shown  during  the  past  two  sessions.  The 
Scotch  people,  with  the  remarkable  good 
sense  they  generally  displayed,  had 
managed  to  get  rid  of  the  educational 
difficulty  altogether.    He  heard  not  long 
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that  religion  was  not  mentioned  in  it 
from  beginning  to  end.  That  might  do 
for  Scotland,  but  it  would  not  do  for 
Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  It  is  not  in  the  least  true  for 
Scotland. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  that  that 
was  said  at  the  time ;  but  in  Ireland  it 
was  different.  At  all  events  they  should 
face  the  question  at  once,  and  the  House 
might  depend  upon  it  that  the  religious 
difficulty  would  be  a  real  difficulty,  and 
that  any  effort  to  get  round  it  or  behind 
it  would  not  be  of  the  slightest  use.  It 
would  be  no  use  setting  up  an  Education 
Department  unless  there  was  a  S3rst6m 
of  local  management  to  accompany 
it.  They  had  now  the  county  councils. 
The  county  councils  had  done  excellent 
work  and  they  had  not  got  into  con- 
flict with  the  people  or  with  any 
class,  and  he  confessed  that,  with  an 
Education  Department  and  the  control  of 
education  given  to  the  county  councils, 
with  perhaps  boards  of  management  for 
localities  on  which  the  clergy  of  the 
denominations  would  be  represented,  they 
might  possibly  get  over  the  difficulty. 
It  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  get 
education  under  popular  control  without 
taking  into  account  the  claims  which  the 
religious  teachers  of  all  classes  urged  with 
regard  to  it.  It  would  be  perfectly  im- 
possible to  deal  with  this  question  as  it 
was  in  Scotland  by  mere  school  boards 
and  to  shut  out  all  clericalism  from  the 
county  councils.  He  should  rejoice  if 
they  could  find  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 
He  entered  that  House  many  years  ago 
with  very  Nonconformist  views  on  educa- 
tion— namely,  that  the  State  ought  not  to 
touch  religion  at  all.  But  what  was  the 
use  of  attempting  to  stand  on  that  ground 
now  ?  His  hon.  friends  from  Ulster 
knew  the  strong  feeling  that  existed 
about  the  endowment  of  religion  by 
means  of  education.  What  was  the 
good  of  standing  there  now  when  they 
knew  that  the  Scotch  Bill  would  enable 
the  Scotch  school  boards  to  endow 
Roman  Catholic  schools  in  Scotland  and 
when  they  knew  that  the  Education  Act 
for  England  last  session  absolutely 
endowed  Roman  Catholic  education 
throughout  England  ?     What  was  the  use 

Mr,  T.  W.  Russell 


of  a  handful  of  Ulster  Unionists  standing, 
up  for  a  principle  that  had  been  swept 
away.  He  stood  up  for  it  as  long  as  ne 
could,  but  he  was  swept  away,  and' 
he  was  not  going  to  stand  up- 
for  it  any  longer.  Clergymen  most  be 
taught  that  children  did  not  exist  for 
them  but  clergymen  for  the  children^ 
If  they  could  offer  popular  control  giving^ 
the  clergy  of  every  church  fair  represen- 
tation on  the  board  of  management  they^ 
would  see  daylight  in  this  matter.  He 
should  not  like  to  be  the  Chief  Secretary^ 
with  this  duty  ahead  of  him,  and  al- 
though he  stood  no  longer  by  this  prin- 
ciple  of  the  State  not  interfering,  he  did 
not  believe  that  he  represented  the  great- 
sentiment  of  the  Ulster  people  in  this 
matter.  The  Ulster  Unionists  represented 
that,  but  all  he  could  say  was  that  he 
did  not  think  they  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  stand  up  for  a  principle  which  was. 
stopping  the  real  education  of  the  people 
and  which  the  people  of  England  and 
Scotland,  who  were  as  Protestant  as  the 
Ulster  Unionists,  had  swept  out  of  their 
path  in  the  true  interests  of  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children.  The  Chief  Secre* 
tary  had  done  some  work  in  the  past  but 
he  would  find  that  this  education  ques-^ 
tion  would  be  the  biggest  matter  he  had 
ever  had  to  deal  with  and  was  likely  to 
do  more  to  disorganise  Parties  than  any- 
thing that  had  gone  before. 

♦Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) 
said  that  everyone  who  took  an  interest 
in  his  country  must  know  that  education 
was  the  greatest  factor  in  a  nation's 
greatness.  It  was  now  about  seventy 
years  ago,  when,  for  the  first  time,  the 
State  set  up  an  elementary  system  of 
education  for  Ireland,  when  there  were 
about  80  per  cent,  illiterates  of  the  whole 
population.  The  national  system  did 
much  in  its  time,  for  illiteracy  was  now 
only  about  18  per  cent.  This  progress 
was  to  be  expected  in  a  quick-witted  race 
omnivorous  for  knowledge.  But  during 
that  period,  science,  art,  and  literature 
had  passed  many  milestones.  So  that 
elementary  education  to  keep  pace  with 
the  age  of  progress  must  undergo  many 
changes  in  subjects  and  methods* 
In  his  opinion  the  whole  system  should 
be  revised  and  brought  up  to  date  by^ 
adding  subjects  to  the  curriculum  such 
as  lessons  on    hygiene,   on    which   the 
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kapiHuess  or  misery  of  life  depended; 
lencMis  on  thrifty  which,  if  acted  upon, 
there  need  be,  as  in  France,  no  work* 
lioiiseB ;  classes  for  the  promotion  of 
laondry  and  cookery  and  the  industrial 
arts ;  and  Irish  history,  which  was  thought 
at  the  inception  of  the  system  inadvis- 
able to  teach,  because  of  the  confiscations 
and  cruelties  that  had  been  perpetrated 
in  the  country  in  early  times.  The 
Commissioners  should  be  changed  for  a 
tribunal  chosen  by  the  franchise  of  the 
country.  Here  was  an  educational 
machine  set  up.  Waait  a  fine  machine, 
well  equipped  for  its  work  !  The  United 
KingdcMn  was  a  great  rich  nation  that 
could  spend  £42,000,000  yearly  on  her 
Navy.  What  was  she  doing  for  the 
intellectual  health  of  Ireland  !  Had  she 
Universities  and  fine  elementary  schools 
well  adapted  for  the  health,  happiness, 
and  progress  of  the  people  of  Ireland  1 
Was  this  machinery  which  was  so  neces- 
sary for  the  progrers  of  a  nation  manned 
wi^  a  highly  ed^ioated  staff  ?  Were  the 
at^actions  in  eUOus  and  salary  such  as 
to  induce  men  from  the  Universities  to 
enter  on  its  business  ?  Were  they  in  such 
easy  circumstances  as  to  free  their  minds 
from  all  corroding  cares,  so  as  to  be  in  a 
position  to  concentrate  their  whole  time 
and  thoughts  on  educational  pursuits ! 
If  these  questions  could  not  be  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  then  there  must  be  a 
total  revolution  in  ^  the  system.  The 
State  seemed  not  to  realise  the  position  of 
a  teacher  in  the  creation  of  good  citixens  | 
and  the  elevation  of  a  nation.  Children 
were  handed  over  to  his  care  from  the  age 
€ji  seven  to  fourteen.  He  occupied  the 
place  of  tiie  parents.  The  moral  and 
inteUeotual  development  of  the  child  all 
these  years  was  in  his  hands.  The  man 
of  toil,  and  even  the  business  man  of 
affluence,  had  neither  time  nor  inclination 
for  this  all-important  work.  The  school* 
mastor  had  the  making  of  the  man.  If 
the  State  interfered  on  national 
grounds  to  educate,  it  appeared  to  him 
tiiat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State,  which  had 
taken  the  work  in  hand,  to  supply  well 
paid,  highly  qualified  teachers  in  a  fit 
frame  of  mind  to  devote  their  energies  to 
the  important  work  of  training  the  young 
for  Ae  battle  of  life.  Before,  however, 
dementary  schools  could  be  thoroughly 
effieitfit,  Uiere  must  be  a  fully  equipped 
college  or  University  established,  sccept- 


able  to  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  from  which  could  be  drafted 
men  qualified  to  raise  the  standard  of 
education  in  the  country.  In  the  mean- 
time he  might  truly  say,  few,  if  any,  were 
satisfied  with  elementary  education  in 
Irelaiid,  which  had  really  undergone  five 
changes  in  five  years,  whereas  it  was  well 
known  that  continuity  was  best  calculated 
to  produce  success — the  managers  were 
not  satisfied,  the  teachers  were  not,  and 
the  parents  were  not.  It  appeared  to 
him  there  was  great  need  for  reconstruc- 
tion as  regarded  popular  control,  the 
nature,  literature,  and  extent  of  the 
subjects  to  be  taught  in  the  text-books, 
the  stahM  and  saliuies  of  teachers,  and 
the  improvement  of  and  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  business  of  schools.  He 
hoped  soon  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
have  in  elementary  and  higher  education 
suitable  arrangements  made  so  as  to  give 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  a  fa-ir 
chance  in  the  race  of  life. 

'^Mr.  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Hid)  said 
no  one  who  had  really  examined  the  sub- 
ject could  deny  that  the  system  of  primary 
education  in  Ireland  was  fundamentally 
defective.  He  presumed,  therefore,  that 
there  would  be  general  assent  to  the 
terms  of  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Oentle- 
man  opposite.  The  defectiveness  of 
Irish  education  had,  indeed,  been  realised 
by  many  people  in  Ireland  for  a  long 
time  past,  and  the  Report  of  Mr.  Dale, 
which  had  recently  been  issued,  would 
convince  many  more,  and  particularly 
English  Members,  that  reform  was 
urgently  necessary.  Directly  they  tried 
to  give  practical  shape  to  their  ideas  of 
reform,  they  discovered  that  primary 
education  could  not  stand  by  itself.  It 
was,  in  his  opinion,  closely  linked  with 
secondary  and  technical  education* 
They  were,  therefore,  confronted  with  a 
very  large  question,  which  could  only 
be  settM  satisfactorily  after  a  full  and 
careful  consideration  of  the  special  needs 
of  the  Irish  people,  and  the  peculiar  social 
and  other  conditions  which  di£Eerentiated 
the  Irish  from  the  English  and  the  Scotch. 
His  study  of  the  defects  of  their  educa* 
tional  S3rstem  led  him  to  one  conclusion, 
which  he  regarded  as  of  the  first  impor- 
tance. It  was  that  they  needed  a  strong 
and  efficient  central  authority,  responsible 
to  the  British  House  of  Commons  for  the 
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orgaiUBation  and  e£Eective  control  of  Irish 
education  generally — not  only  primary, 
but  secondary  and  technical  education. 
He  felt  that  mere  denunciation  of  the 
National  Commissioners  or  the  other 
bodies  who  had  the  supervision  of  different 
branches  of  education  could  serve  no 
useful  purpose.  No  doubt  they  had 
done  their  best  within  the  limits  of  the 
powers  and  the  means  at  their  command. 
But  still  the  fact  could  not  be  disguised 
that  many  of  the  gravest  defects  in  their 
existing  system  of  primary  education 
were  due  to  the  want  of  e£Glcient  control 
by  a  competent  central  authority.  Such 
an  authority,  with  ample  powers,  would 
be  able  to  prevent  overlapping  in  educa- 
tional work,  t.e.,  they  could  attain  greater 
efficiency  without  increased  expenditure, 
simply  by  the  better  utilisation  of  funds 
already  allocated  for  the  purposes  of 
education.  A  competent  central  authority 
would  also  check  the  undue  multiplication 
of  small  schools,  which  had  been  one  of 
the  most  glaring  defects  in  the  present 
system.  Of  course  they  could  not  ignore 
the  fact  that  the  reUgioos  differences 
which  so  sharply  divided  the  Irish 
people  were  largely  accountable  for  this 
sub*division  in  school  work.  But  it  had 
been  carried  very  much  further  than 
there  was  any  justification  for  on  the 
ground  of  religious  prejudice.  BIr.  Dale, 
in  his  Report,  had  drawn  special  attention 
to  this  point.    He  said — 

"To  an  obterrer  accustomed  to  the  single 
Tilla^  school  seen  in  the  English  rural  difitncts, 
nothing  is  more  astonishing  than  the  manner 
in  which  the  children  of  an  Irish  village  are 
often  divided  among  small  separate  schools, 
each  under  its  own  head  teacher. ' 

Not  only  were  boys  and  girls  so  divided, 
but — he  again  quoted  Hr.  Dale — 

**  Older  p^ls  are  separated  from  younger  girls, 
the  younger  girls  from  infants,  the  male  in- 
fants from  the  female  infants." 

He  found  in  Mr.  Dale's  Report  a 
striking  case  to  iUustrate  the  extent  to 
which  this  principle  of  partition  had 
been  carried.  At  the  little  country 
town  of  Swords,  near  Dublin,  he  stated — 

*'  Hie  Roman  Catholic  children  were  divided 
into  no  less  than  fiye  schools— one  for  the  boys, 
one  for  male  infants,  one  for  female  infants, 
a  preparatory  school  for  girls  and  a  school  for 
older  girls.*' 

"  In  England,*'  said  BIr.  Dale— 

"  The  female  children  would  certainlv  have 
l>(*en  organised  as  a  sin^  school    unoer    one 

Mr.  Lonsdale, 


headmistress ;  as  it  is  they  fbrm  three  sepsrate 
schools,  with  an  annual  average  attendance 
respectively  of  sixty-eight  senior  girls,  fiftv 
junior    girls,    and    forty-six    girl     infants.^' 

Obviously  this  system  of  sub-dividing 
schoob  was,  and  must  be,  grossly  ex- 
travagant.   As  Mr.  Dale  pointed  out— 

'*  In  hundreds  of  cases  in  Ireland  two— and 
even  three — head  teachers  were  being  employed 
and  paid  at  ordinary  rates  for  head  teachsrs 
where  in  England  only  one  teacher  would  have 
been  employed  and  paid  in  that  capacity.** 

The  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion had  not  only  permitted  this 
system  but  had  .  actually  encouraged 
it  by  their  method  of  distributing  grants. 
One  manager — a  parish  priest  and  a  very 
worthy  man,  he  understood ;  a  very  able 
manager  of  schools — candidly  admitted 
that  the  reason  he  had  sub-divided  a 
small  school  into  three  departments  was 
that  he  wished  to  get  as  much  money  as 
he  could  out  of  the  Commissioners.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  that  had  been  the 
motive  underlying  very  much  of  the 
sub-division  which  had  taken  place.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  first  step  towards 
remedying  the  admitted  defects  in  Irish 
primary  education  was  to  organise  a 
strong  and  e£Bicient  central  authority. 
That,  )ie  suggested,  could  be  carried  out 
by  a  separate  measure— as  was  the  case 
in  England — and  without  arousing  much 
controversy.  By  the  esteblishment  of 
such  an  authority  the  way  would  be 
prepared  for  a  scheme  of  local  manage- 
ment and  control,  wliich  everyone  woidd 
admit  must  be  undertaken  in  the  near 
future.  He  did  not  think  it  would  be 
denied  that  many  of  the  most  obvious 
defecte  of  the  existing  system  arose  from 
the  absence  of  popular  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters.  Education  in  Ireland 
had  been  almost  entirely  separated 
from  popular  responsibility  and  control, 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  devise  some 
means — suited,  of  course,  to  the  very 
peculiar  conditions  of  Ireland — by  which 
the  Irish  people  might  be  interested  in 
the  education  of  their  children.  The 
problem  would  be  one  of  some  difficulty 
and  would  need  very  careful  considera- 
tion. In  the  meantime  there  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  make  some 
advance  towards  entire  reorganisation  by 
constituting  an  Irish  Board  of  Education 
responsible  to  Parliament.  Even  before 
that  was  done  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment should  supply  the  means  for  more 
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adequately  ataffing  the  primary  schods, 
by  rednciiig  the  average  necessary  to 
qualify  a  school  for  the  services  of  an 
asaiBtaiit  teacher.  It  must  be  obvious  to 
anyone  that  a  school  of  fifty-nine 
chiUreuof  all  ages  could  not  be  efficiently 
tao^t  by  a  single  teacher.  There  were 
many  such  schools  in  Ireland,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  younger  children 
especially  were  neglected  just  at  the  time 
they  most  needed  attention.  He  trusted 
the  (Government  meant  to  remedy  this 
defect  immediately,  and  that  they  would 
have  from  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief 
Seuetary  a  statement  of  the  intentions 
of  the  Qovemment  in  regard  to  the  i 
gmieral  question  of  educational  reform. 

Thb  chief  secretary  fob  IRE- 
LAND (BCr.  WvNDHAM,  Dover)  said  he 
felt  it  would  be  imprudent  to  rise  until ; 
€very  hon.  Member  who  mi^t  be  said  to 
represent    a    definite   shade  of  opinion 
entertained       on      the     subject      had 
had      an     opportunity     of     addressing 
the  Hous«.     The  prudence  of  his  course 
had   been    justified    by    the    trend    of 
the  debate  because,  had  he  risen    an  , 
hoar  before,  he  would   have  addressed  ! 
an  audience^speaking  for  the  English 
Members — who  might  have  received  the  \ 
impression  that  all  was  plain  sailing  and  ' 
that  reform  in  Irish  education,  could  be 
earned  oat  on  lines  which  had  come  to  be  i 
regarded   as  normal    m  respect  of  the  ' 
English  Education  Act  and  the  Scoteh 
Education  Bill.     But  ai  he  listened  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry,  whose  ; 
eoorageoos  and  eloquent  speech    made 
him  feel  that  all  the  difficulties   were  i 
beginning  to  vanish,  and  when  he  heard  I 
the  hon.   Member  for  Cambridge  Uni-  j 
versity    not   only    ignore    the   difficul- ' 
ties  but    sketoh  a   solution,   he    began  ' 
to  fear  that  his  announcement  that  he  i 
Was  not  prepared  to  produce  a  complete  ' 
reform    of    Irish    education   would    be 
received  with  a  good  deal  of  reprobation  | 
by  the  House.    The  Leader  of  the  Irish 
National  Party,  however,    had  warned  I 
him  that  unaer  no  circumstonces  need  he  ' 
entertain  the  idea  that  the  creation  of  a  j 
central  Educational   Department  would  i 
be  accepted  by  him,  and  that  revived  his  I 
old  view  that  this  was  a  most  thorny  j 
and  intricate  subject.     The  hon.  and  | 
karned  Member  frequently  criticised  the  j 
National  Board  of  Education,  and  com- 


plained  that  it  was  "not  directly  held 
responsible   to   the    House.      He    (Mr. 
Wyndham),  however,   did    not    believe 
'  there  was   any  alternative    between   a 
board  which  was  not  responsible  to  the 
House  and  a  board  which  was  a  Govern- 
I  ment  Department.    If  that  fundamental 
I  part  of  the  scheme,  as  put  forward  by 
I  all  those  who  had  spoken  with  any  con- 
fidence in  that  debate,  was  to  be  aban- 
doned,   it  was   clear    they  could    only 
discuss  this  matter  in  a  tentetive  spirit 
I  that  afternoon.    No  complaint  had  been 
made  against  the  Government  for   not 
having  come  forward  with  a  policy  of 
I  educational  reform  this  session.    It  would 
'  be  admitted  on  all  hands  that  it  was  the 
I  turn  of  Scotland  this  session.    Last  year 
was  Ireland's  turn  on  a  subject  of  deep 
interest,  and  one  that  had  priority  even 
I  over  education.     But  no  one  who  had 
listened  to  that  debate — ^no  one  who  had 
read  Mr.  Dale's  Report — would  deny  that 
there  was  room  for  reform  in  Irish  edu- 
cation, but  everybody  who  had  listened 
to  that  debate  ought  to  admit  that  it  was 
extremely  hard  to  find  a  scheme  of  reform 
which  would  be  generally  acceptable  in 
Ireland.    The  criticisms  to  which  they 
had  listened  that  afternoon    were    not 
directed  against  the  gentlemen  who  had 
served  on  the  National  Board,  and  he 
felt  it  his  duty  explicitly  to  say  that 
those  gentlemen  had  done  a  great  deal  of 
good  work,   especially  during   the   last 
three  or  four  years,  in  Ireland.    They  had 
done  away    with    the    paralysing    and 
pernicious  system  of  payment  by  resulte ; 
they     had     enlarged     and     diversified 
the     curriculum,     they     had    advanced 
elementery    training,    and    had    made 
equivalent  grante  to  5,000  schools.    Under 
their  auspices  elementary  evening  schools, 
which  four  years  aco  numbered  twenty - 
one  now,  numbered  1,329. 

Mb.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway):  It 
is  three  or  four  years  since  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin  left  the  board. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  retorted  that  those 
gentlemen  gave  their  services  for  nothing 
and  laboured  hard,  and  not  in  vain,  for 
many  years.  That  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  retirement  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Dublin,  which  they  all  regretted.  The 
average  attendance  at  Irish  schools  which 
had  been  going  down,  and  had  Ullen  from 
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511,000m  1896  to  459,000  in  1900,  rose 
to  465,000  in  the  next  year,  and 
last  year  it  was  475,000.  Criticisms 
should  be  directed  mainly,  if  not  wholly, 
against  the  system  in  which  the  National 
Board  had  been  so  conspicaous  a  feature. 
They  had  nothing  to  do  with  what  took 
place  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century 
or  with  the  proselytising  efforts  of  Arch- 
bishop Whately.  The  creation  of  the 
National  Board  by  Lord  Stanley  marked 
the  abandonment  of  the  policy  of  Arch- 
bishop Whately.  Lord  Stanley  insti- 
tuted a  board,  consisting  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Rotanan  Catholics  and  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Protestants,  and  for  some  years  past 
the  board  had  been  composed  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  half  and  half.  Some  such  board 
was  the  only  alternative  to  a  Govern- 
ment Department.  The  features  of 
denominational  representation  must  re- 
main until,  or  unless,  they  intjroduced  a 
central  Department  responsible  to  that 
House,  and  until  that  was  acceptable  no 
one  would  rashly  undertake  to  carry 
through  a  fundamental  reform  of  primary 
education  in  Ireland.  The  features  of 
the  board  were  dictated  by  the  peculiar 
difficulties  which  the  problem  of  primary 
education  presented  in  Ireland.  To-day 
Ireland  was  said  to  be  so  poor  a  country 
as  not  to  be  expected  to  contribute  so 
much  as  was  the  case  in  England.  The 
difficulties  which  were  pecuUar  to 
Ireland  made  the  National  Board 
what  it  had  been,  and  that  board 
remained  in  the  same  condition  because 
those  difficulties  still  existed. 

He  would  ask  hon.  Members  to 
consider  hew  difficult  the  problem 
was  in  Ireland — how  much  more 
difficult  that  in  England.  They 
had  these  profound  religious  divisions. 
They  were  dealing  with  a  country 
which,  unlike  England  or  Scotland,  had 
very  few  large  towns  in  which  local  effort 
could  be  obtained.  There  were  some 
large  towns,  like  Dublin  and  Belfast,  but 
the  condition  of  house  property  was  not 
the  same  as  in  great  populous  centres  in 
England,  so  that  they  did  not  get  the 
natural  spontaneous  standard  set  by 
local  opinion  in  England  and  Scotland 
in  favour  of  educational  advance.  There 
were  in  Ireland  large  tracts  of  moor  and  | 
mountain  land  sparsely  inhabited,  where 
the  children  had  to    go  eight  miles  to ' 
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school,  and  the  problem  there  presented 
difficulties  unknown  in  this  country.  In 
consequence  of  that  difficulty  they  had 
not  compulsory  education  in  beland,  and 
it  was  doubtful  whether  they  could  get 
it  in  the  immediate  future.  And  then,, 
again,  in  Ireland  there  was  no  aid  from, 
the  rates  at  all  at  present.  The  whole 
charge  was  borne  by  public  money. 
What  a  change  must  be  introduced  if 
they  were  to  have  popular  control !  He 
did  not  believe  that  they  could  have 
popular  control.  He  was  sure  that  they 
would  not  have  popular  interest  if  it 
were  financially  possible  to  defray  all  the 
cost  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  taxpayer. 
Then  they  had  no  co-ordination  between 
primary  and  secondary  education .  There 
was  a  certain  amount  of  co-ordination 
effected  by  giving  prises  and  scholarships, 
but  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  there 
was  no  co-ordination  at  all ;  and  when 
they  came  to  intermediate  education  it  was 
wholly  a  system  of  examinations  h^aei 
entirely  on  payment  by  results.  Tech- 
nical instruction  had  advanced  rapidly,, 
but  it  only  became  possible  five  years 
affo;  it  was  still  in  an  embryonic  stage 
of  development,  and  it  could  not  be  said 
to  be  co-ordinated  with  intermediate 
education.  At  the  end — last  but  not 
least — there  was  in  Ireland  no  Univer- 
sities of  the  type  familiar  to  Scotland 
and  Oermany,  and  which  was  growing  up 
in  England— of  the  type  which  inspire  i 
the  ambition  of  the  people  and  set 
another  standard  of  academic  enthu- 
siasm which^ran  through,  and  was  worked 
up  to  by,  all  those  who  were  charged 
with  tuition.  One  might  say.  Could 
those  dry  bones  live?  With  some 
hesitation  he  said.  Yes.  Ireland  had 
one  asset.  In  Irish  children — in  the 
young  manhood  of  Ireland — there  was  a 
sincere  desire  for  knowledge  and  edu- 
cation,  and  thwe  was  a  remarkable  apti- 
tude for  using  adroitly  any  information 
which  had  been  acquired.  They  wanted 
larger  opportunities  of  education.  They 
had  many  examples  of  that.  Ther 
knew  that  the  Civil  Servicfc  was  full  of 
Irish  servants  who  did  a  great  work  for 
the  Empire,  and  he  would  mention  Mr. 
Coyne,  whose  name  all  who  cared  for 
Ireland  would  remember.  He  was  a  man 
who  with  very  slight  opportunities  per- 
formed a  life-work  of  the  greatest  interest 
and  use  to  his  country. 
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There  was  another  point :  although  the 
religious  divisions  were  deep  and  wide, 
there  was  not  over  by  far  the  greater  part 
uf  Ireland  any  denominational  difficulty 
at  tile  present  moment.     That  brought 
them  to  the  question — could  they  risk, 
or  give  people   the  occasion   of  saying 
that  they  were  risking,  the  denomina- 
tional equilibrium    in   order   to  secure 
larger  opportunities  for  the  development 
of  the  indisputable  aptitude  for  education 
in    Ireland?      That     was    putting     as 
shortly  as   he  could  the   question  they 
were  discussing  that  afternoon  in  a  pre- 
liminary debate.     They  could,  and  up  to 
a  certain  point  he  thought  they  ought  to, 
spend  more  money — even  if  it  were  found 
impossible     to     introduce    any    drastic 
reforms.     That  could  be  done,  thanks  to 
the  Development  Grant,  without  placing 
brther  burdens  on  the  general  taxpayer. 
He  mentioned  that  in  order  that  hon. 
Members  should  not  suppose  that  he  was 
playing  the  usual  idle  of  an  Irish  Chief 
Secretary,  and  asking  for  more  money. 
Bat     look     at     the     demands     which 
had       been     made?      If     they    gave, 
as  he  had  said  that  they  intended  to  give, 
two  teachers  to  schools  with  an  average 
attendance  of  fifty  instead  of  sixty,  that 
would  cost  £24,000  a  year.     If  they  came 
next  to  the  remedying  of  a  great  material 
defect,  that  was^  if  they  put  the  school- 
houses  of  Ireland  into  a  sanitary   condi- 
tion,  it  would,  cost  £40,000  a  year  to 
bring  them  up  to  anything    like    the 
standard  which  prevailed  in  England.     If 
they  gave   proper    heatiog    appliances 
throu^out     Ireland    that    would    cost 
another  £24,000  a  year,  so  that  they  got 
£90,000  a  year  before  they  began  to  talk 
of  what  might  be  called  reform.      Then 
it  was  essential  to  take  into  account 
the  necessity  there  wouki  be  of  develop- 
ing technical  instruction,  which  seemed 
to  hold  out  more  promise  that  any  other 
brandi  of    education    at    the   present 
moment;  £25,000  a  year  was  asked  for 
and  needed  for  that,  bringing  it  up  to 
£80,000  a  year.      Thus  tiiey  came  to  a 
eonisiderable  sum  without  having  oome 
to  the  question  of  oe-ordination.       That 
they  cookl  do  only  by  giving  more  prises 
itDd  schdarships.     To  do  that  on  such  a 
scale  as  to  give  hope  of  any  palpable 
result  would  cost  another  £50,000  a  year ; 
and  he  had  not  touched  on  other  sug- 
gestions which  had  been  made  ;  such,  for 


example,  as  the  setting  up  of  higher 
grade  schools  of  a  priniary  character, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  was  most  desirable. 
If  they  left  the  system  as  it  was  that 
must  be  all  that  could  be  done,  otherwise 
they  got  into  such  sums  as  would  not  be 
sanctioned  for  the  mere  purpose  of  pour- 
ing money  into  the  existing  water- 
tight compartments  of  Irish  education. 
If  they  could  get  some  organic  reform 
the  case  for  expenditure  would  be  much 
stronger,  but  where  there  was  no  rate^aid 
the  case  for  expenditure  would  not  carry 
them  beyond  the  point  of  remedying 
obvious  material  defects,  effecting  a 
certain  amount  of  co-ordination  in  the 
way  of  giving  prizes  and  scholarships, 
and  doing  something  more  for  technical 
instruction. 

It  was  important  to  keep  in 
view  the  financial  aspect  of  the  matter, 
and  for  that  purpose  he  would  compare 
the  position  in  Ireland  with  that  in 
Bngland  and  Wales.  Taking  primary^ 
and  secondary  (or  intermediate)  educa- 
tion and  technical  instruction,  in  England 
rate-aid  was  given  to  all  three  branches,^ 
but  in  Ireland  to  technical  instruction 
only,  and  then  to  an  infinitesimal  amount. 
In  1902-3  the  amount  of  public  funds 
devoted  to  education  in  England  was 
£9,753,000  in  round  figures,  rates  pro- 
vided £6,830,000,  and  if  local  loans— 
which  were  really  financed  by  the  locality 
—were  to  be  included,  another  £2,750,000 
must  be  added.  Therefore,  in  England^ 
while  £9,750,000  came  from  public 
money,  more  than  £9,500,000  came  from 
local  money,  or  nearly  £1  for  £1,  and  if 
local  loans  were  excluded  two-thirds  of 
the  money  came  from  public  funds. 
With  that  he  would  contrast  the  financial 
picture  in  Ireland.  Public  funds  pro* 
vided  £1,305,000;  and  building  grants 
amounted  to  £27,000.  The  amount  of 
building  grants  for  1902-3  was  very  low ; 
they  sometimes  ran  as  high  as  £36,000  or 
£40,000.  Two-thirds,  ami  in  some  cases 
the  whole,  of  the  prime  cost  of  building 
Irish  schools  fell  on  the  public  exchequer* 
For  intermediate  education  £78,000  was 
voted,  and  there  was  no  local  aid ;  and 
for  technical  iostruction  the  amount 
voted  was  £88,000.  The  total  amount  for 
public  money  was  therefore  £1,498,000^ 
while  the  amount  from  local  funds  was 
only  £72,900.    Instead  of  being  £1  for 
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£1,  as  iD  Eagland,  the  amount  was 
nearer  Is.  to  £1 .  He  fully  admitted  that 
Ireland  was  a  very  poor  country;  he 
■agreed  that  her  poverty  in  addition  to 
lier  religious  difficulties  had  made  the 
system  of  education  in  Ireland  what  it 
T^as;  but  could  any  large  and  drastic 
reform  be  hoped  for  if  it  only  meant 
pouring  more  public  money  into  these 
"water-tight  compartments  ?  Without  re» 
•quiring  any  local  assistance,  without 
admitting  any  local  influence,  without 
effecting  any  co-ordination  between  the 
-diJEerent  branches  of  education,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  proceed  very  far 
along  that  path.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity had  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
would  see  the  day  when  the  general 
taxpayer  would  defray  all  the  cost  of 
•education,  and  the  opinion  that  if  the 
Oovemment  began  in  Ireland  they  would 
be  setting  a  very  good  precedent.  What 
would  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
bave  said  to  such  a  proposition?  He 
hoped  to  see  a  great  deal  more  money 
expended  on  education  in  Ireland,  but  it 
was  idle  to  suppose  that  an  experiment 
of  the  character  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to  be  initiated 
at  present  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  he  would  be  deceiving 
the  House  if  he  held  out  any  hope  of  its 
being  done  in  Ireland. 

But  the  financial  comparison 
was  not  the  most  important  that 
could  be  made.  In  England  and 
Wales  the  three  branches  of  education 
were  coordinated;  all  were  assisted  out 
of  the  rates,  and  all  were  under  popular 
control.  In  Ireland  each  was  distinct 
from  the  other.  Primary  education, 
under  the  National  Board,  received  a 
large  amount  of  public  money  but  no 
local  assistance ;  schools  were  multiplied 
according  to  denomination,  sex,  and  age, 
to  such  an  extent  that  there  were  per- 
haps six  or  seven  tiny  schoob  scattered 
about  a  village  or  a  collection  of  villages. 
This  system  made  the  schools  not  only 
expensive  but  inefficient,  and  it  weighed 
most  hardly  upon  all  those  who  were 
engaged  in  the  supervision  of  education. 
How  could  they  expect  any  improve- 
ment when  there  was  no  hope  of  advanc- 
ing by  any  efforts  they  might  make. 

Then  the  teacher  was  in  a  somewhat 
anomalous  position  ;   although  as  far  as 
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his  prospects  in  the  profession  were  con- 
cerned he  was  practically  under  the 
Board,  his  appointment  and  dismissal 
were  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the 
managers.  Under  those  conditions  what 
general  development  of  education  could 
they  expect  when  they  were  absolutely 
at  the  mercy  of  the  managers  of  some 
little  twopenny-halfpenny  school. 

Mr.  THOMAS  ODONNELL  :  At  the 
mercy  of  one  manager. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  said  the  teacher 
could  only  be  appointed  by  one  man 
and  he  could  be  dismissed  by  one  man, 
and  then  he  had  to  look  to  a  board 
which  was  not  responsible  to  this  House 
for  the  development  oE  his  career. 

He  would  now  pass  on  to  the  question 
of  intermediate  education  which  had  been 
called  secondary  education.  Inter- 
mediate education  was  under  a  totally 
distinct  board.  It  dispensed  some 
£110,000  a  year  of  public  money  and  had 
done  excellent  work.  The  income  from' 
all  sources  was  £111,000,  the  expenditure 
£93,000,  and  the  number  of  children 
examined  8,379.  But  it  could  not  be 
said  that  a  system  of  secondary  edu- 
cation existed;  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  examination  pure  and  simple,  but  no 
counterpart  to  the  real  secondary  schools, 
under  the  control  of  a  Department,  as  in 
England  and  Scotland.  Before  he 
passed  to  technical  instruction  perhaps 
he  ought  to  answer  the  question — How 
does  it  work  ?  The  system  worked  in 
this  way:  The  clever  boy  in  the 
primary  school  with  plenty  of  initiative 
and  determination  might  get  one  of  those 
exhibitions  from  the  Intermediate  Board. 
Having  got  that  he  would  go  to  a  second- 
ary school,  and  there  work  very  largely 
by  himself,  and  then  he  might  present 
himself  for  a  degree  in  the  Royal  Uni- 
versity. That  was  not  education  at  all 
in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  given  in  this 
country,  and  it  was  a  wonder  to  him 
that  bish  boys  ever  succeeded  at  all 
under  such  circumstanceB.  He  had  one 
particular  instance  in  mind  of  a  gentle- 
man who  belonged  to  the  political  views 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  was 
one  of  a  large  Irish  family  who  lived  oo 
a  very  small  farm,  and  who  was  now  a 
cultured  man  and  would  be  an  orna- 
ment to  any    society.       That    system 
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might  work  pretty  well  for  the  clever 
boys,  bat  for  ttie  stupid  or  the  average 
hcfy  very  little  could  be  done  at  all. 


On  technical  instruction  £25,000  a  year 
had  been  spent,  and  he  thought  that 
£25,000  ought  to  be  added  to  that  sum. 


mediate  Board  were  unsatisfactory,  it 
seemed  to  him  reasonable  to  say  that 
they  could  not  exclude  the  consideration 
of  technical  instruction  and  intermediate- 
education  from  any  attempt  at  educa^- 
tional  reform.     Tlus,  at  any  rate,  should 


Some  attempt  had  been  made  to  avoid    ?c«5ompttDy  any  such  attempt  at  reform, 

indeed  it  might  prove  necessary  that  it 
should  precede  any  such  attempt.  Of  the 
three  courses  that  were  open,  the  easiest 
was  to  pour  Irish  money  into  the  three 
separate  and  unco-ordinated  receptacles 
afforded  by  the  systems  of  primary, 
secondary,  and  technical  education. 
This  course,  however,  would  not  enlist 
local  aid  or  interest,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  adopted.  Then  a  very 
ambitious  and  comprehensive  attempt 
might  be  made  to  organise  education  in 
Ireland  on  sounder  lines,  but,  if  such  an 
attempt  were  not  fully  successful,  to 
have  made  it  would  delay  the  cause  of 
educational  reform  for  years.  Th^ 
third  course,  a  less  ambitious  one,  was  to 
seek  to  co-ordinate  technical  instruction 
and  intermediate  education,  to  develop 
local  control  and  rate-aid,  though  not  on 
a  great  scale,  and  to  accompany  this  first 
attempt  at  organic  reform  with  the 
remedying  of  material  defects  in  primary^ 
education,  such  as  the  provision  of 
proper  sanitair  arrangements  and  fires  ift 
the  schools.  Personally  he  should  prefer 
the  more  ambitious  scheme.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  would  prove  possible  at 
the  present  time,  and  that  being  so  the^ 
question  arose  whether  it  would  be  wise^ 
to  proceed  against  the  danger  signal, 
and  arouse  opposition  which  must  delay 
educational  reform  in  Ireland.  But  in 
view  of  the  Scottish  Education  Bill  of 
this  year  and  the  English  Act  of  1902  ; 
in  view  of  the  educational  progress  of 
other  countries;  in  view  of  the  excellent 
material  that  existed  in  the  ready  hands, 
and  quick  wits  of  the  children  of  Ire- 
land, the  attempt  must  be  made. 
The  Government  could  not  allow — and 
he  said  this  with  emphasis — a  new  dis- 
parity to  grow  up  between  Ireland  and 
England  in  respect  to  opportunities  for 
education,  which  were  no  lesa  important 
in  the  twentieth  century  than  were  oppor- 
tunities for  commerce  200  years  ago. 
The  difficulties  were  great;  but  it  waa 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  get  over  them, 
through  them,  or  round  them,  and  in  any^ 


overlapping  with  the  Intermediate  Board, 
but  the  success  was  partial.  It  was 
bewildering  to  contemphkte  the  different 
sources  from  which  money  and  advice 
were  given  to  the  people  who  were 
trying  to  give  or  receive  education. 
Technical  instruction  ought  to  be  more 
intimately  bound  up  with  primary  edu- 
cation. As  at  present  administered  there 
were  in  the  technical  instruction  the 
rudiments  of  rate-aid  and  of  popular 
control,  and  they  found,  he  believed  in 
consequence  of  this,  that  it  had  vitality 
sad  was  successful. 

After  this  brief  survey  of  the  three 
branches  of  education  which  were  so  in- 
timately bound  up  one  with  the  other,  arid 
which  ought  not  to  be  dissevered,  became 
back  to  the  question  which  he  first  pro- 
posed, namely,  the  question  of  reform. 
He  thought  they  ouj^t  to  take  the 
easiest  path  and  follow  the  line  of  least 
resistance  and  endeavour  to  avoid  all  risks 
of  disturbing  denominational  equilibrium. 
They  should  avoid  all  risk  of  touching 
the  susceptibilities  of  existing  managers. 
They  oould  avoid  all  these  risks  but  only 
at  a  coet  of  a  good  deal  of  money.  They 
could  devote  another  £100,000  to  primary 
education  and  they  could  spend  another 
£50,000  on  co-ordination  of  primary  and 
secondary  education,  and  another 
£25,000  for  technical  instruction.  Even 
these  modest  measures  would  cost 
£175,000— nay,  more,  by  their  expendi- 
ture they  would  confirm  the  divisions 
existing  between  primary,  secondary,  and 
technical  education,  and  the  overlapping 
between  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
the  Intermediate  Board.  It  was  quite 
clear  they  could  not  legislate  this  session. 
If  they  were  to  legislate  next  session, 
upon  what  scale  should  they  legislate? 
He  ventured  to  throw  out  a  suggestion  of 
a  very  tentative  character.  Since  in 
technical  instruction  they  required  popular 
control  and  rate-aid,  and  as  the  arrange- 
ment against  overlapping  between  the 
Board    of   Agriculture    and    the    Inter- 
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•case  to  get  beyond  them,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent a  new  disability  on  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  a  country  for  whose  welfare  they 
held  themselves  constitutionally  respon- 
iiible. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  said  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  a 
comparison  between  the  amount  of 
money  given  by  the  State  and 
the  amount  given  by  the  locality  in 
England  and  Ii eland  for  education.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out  that 
in  England  the  proportion  was  pound 
for  pound  while  in  Ireland  it  was  a 
shilling  to  the  pound.  The  comparison 
was  not  altogether  fair  for  this  reason. 
The  best  educationists  in  Ireland  were 
the  Christian  Brothers.  He  understood 
that  they  had  about  30,000  pupils  in 
their  schools,  and  they  did  an  important 
educational  work  for  Ireland  without  a 
penny  of  assistance  from  the  State. 
There  had  also  been  strong  testimony 
given  to  the  eflficiency  of  the  convent 
schools  in  Ireland,  and  these  also  were 
carried  on  without  the  assistance  of  the 
State,  so  far  as  buildings  were  concerned. 
He  thought  any  comparison  made  as  to 
the  amounts  contributed  for  education 
ought  not  to  exclude  the  very  large 
contributions  made  by  the  people  of 
Ireland  for  these  schools.  So  far  as  the 
general  principle  was  concerned  his 
position  was  this.  The  financial  relations 
between  this  country  and  Ireland  re- 
quired readjustment,  and  the  Irish 
Members  did  not  think  it  was  right  that 
a  small  and  impoverished  country  should 
be  treated  on  the  same  scale  as  a  great 
Imperial  and  rapidly  increasing  country 
like  this.  The  contribution  given  by  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  was  but  a  small 
part  of  the  amount  due  to  Ireland  under 
the  fiscal  relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  The  sum  given  altogether 
was  £1,500,000,  and  it  was  a  strange  and 
sinister  coincidence  that  this  was  the 
exact  amount  paid  for  policemen.  He 
thought  that  certain  changes,  to  which 
he  would  presently  allude,  would  enable 
the  Government  to  reduce  to  a  quarter 
the  payment  for  poUce,  and  to  corres- 
pondingly increase  the  amount  devoted 
to  the  purposes  of  education.  There 
might  be  Gentlemen  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere  who  regarded  the  policeman  as 
.a  vnser  and  more  useful  instructor  of 
Mr,  Wyndham. 


youth  than  the  teacher.  He  gathered  as 
much  from  the  observations  he  had 
occasionally  heard  from  the  Benches 
opposite,  but  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  might  well  consider  in  his 
general  survey  of  Irish  education  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  give  more  to 
education  and  less  to  the  police.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  all  money  given 
to  Ireland  which  was  divorced  from 
responsible  popular  control  was  money 
which  could  not  be  expended  to 
the  best  advantage.  All  over  Ire- 
land there  were  examples  of  this.  The 
root  evil  was  the  want  of  local  interest 
which  was  the  child  of  local  control. 
The  House  would  perceive  that  it  was 
impossible  to  have  a  good  system  of 
national  education  in  an^  country  where 
there  was  not  popular  control. 

In  regard  to  the  national  schools,  educa- 
tion was  paraljrsed  to  a  large  extent  hy 
some  of  the  difficulties  of  the  Irish  situa- 
tion. He  would  make  this  concessioD ,  that 
any  English  Minister  responsible  for  the 
government  of  Ireland  had  a  great  many 
difficulties  to  contend  with.  His  gooi 
intentions  were  sometimes  frustrated,  and 
even  his  best  work  sometimes  proved 
futile  because  be  had  suspicion  in  front 
and  no  proper  support  behind  him.  Any 
:  proposal  brought  forward  by  the  rig^t 
hon.  Gentleman  which  was  in  consonance 
with  popular  sentiment  would  receive  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Irish 
Members.  After  all,  was  it  not  pitiable 
<  that  the  Minister  responsible  for  the 
government  of  Ireland  should  get  up 
seventy  years  after  the  so-called  system 
of  national  education  was  established  and 
begin  his  speech  by  acknowledging  the 
breakdown  of  that  system,  and  then  go 
on  to  say  that  all  his  position  allowed  him 
to  do  was  to  propose,  in  the  problema- 
tical event  of  his  being  in  office  next  3^ar, 
some  peddling  measure  of  reform  ?  The 
school  buUdings  in  Ireland  were  insani- 
tary, the  equipment  was  bad,  and,  such 
as  it  was,  it  had  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
stipends  of  the  teachers.  The  children 
had  to  carry  their  own  fuel  for  the  school 
fires.  Reference  had  been  made  to  the 
disparity  between  the  condition  of 
teachers  in  England  and  Ireland.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  bring  in 
a  Bill  dealing  with  Irish  education  this 
year    because    Scotch    education    was 
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receiving  the  attention  of  Parliament. 
Scotland  coold  demand  that  education 
ilioiild  be  dealt  with  this  jrear,  and  Ireland 
had  to  wait.  In  Scotland  a  large  number  ot 
the  teachers  were  graduates.  Only  a  few 
were  graduates  in  Ireland  because  of  the 
lack  cd  opportunities  for  University  edu- 
cation. 

How  was  the  problem  to  be  met? 
Sdocation  was  bad  largely  because  of  the 
suspieicm  with  which  Engfish  Govern- 
ments were  regarded  in  Ireland.  How 
had  they  &ced  the  religious  difficulty  ? 
By  the  clumsiest  of  all  methods  of  having 
a  ridiculous  board,  half  Catholic,  haU 
Protestant.  In  spite- of  all  the  praises  of 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  that  Board  had 
not  a  single  man  on  it  who  had  any  claim 
to  be  regarded  as  an  educationalist.  If 
they  were  going  to  meet  the  religious 
difficulty  by  having  men  of  different 
religious  denominations  on  the  controlling 
body,  let  them  get  there  by  popular  elec- 
tion. There  would  be  plenty  of  Protes- 
tants on  any  board  elected  in  Ireland, 
and  Cadiolics  did  not  object  to  Protes- 
tants of  the  proper  sort.  The  second 
K^nrse  was  to  form  a  new  Department 
responsible  to  this  House.  That 
was  the  worst  proposal  that  could 
be  made,  because  after  a  debate,  if 
there  should  be  a  division,  the  Govern- 
ment majority  would  consist  to  the 
extent  of  four-fifths  of  English  and 
Scotch  Members  who  had  not  heard  a 
single  word  of  the  debate.  That  was 
what  responsibility  to  this  House  meant. 
That  was  an  impossible  situation.  He 
really  sometimes  had  a  vague  suspicion 
•of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  openly 
-confessed  that,  like  Louis  XV. — he 
suggested  no  comparison — the  right  hon. 
<7entleman  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  was  the  last  monarch  of  a  depart- 
ing line.  "After  me  the  deluge"  was 
the  undertone  that  he  heard  in  all  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  speeches.  He 
hoped  the  House  had  noticed  the  very 
striking  picture  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  of  intermediate  education 
in  Ireland,  and  of  the  examinations 
-connected  therewith.  He  remembered  a 
friend  of  his,  now  a  member  of  the 
English  Bar,  when  he  went  up  for  his 
''little  go"  examination,  wondering 
whether  he  should  take  up  a  Greek 
tragedy  or  political  economy,  between 
whtth  subjects  he  had  his  choice.     His 


friend  thought  it  was  better  to  take  up 
the  Gredc  tragedy,  because  he  could  get 
that  up  in  a  fortnight,  and  receive  five 
marks  for  it ;  whereas  if  he  took  political 
economy  it  would  take  him  six  months  to 
work  up,  and  he  would  only  get  five 
marks  for  it  ^Iso.  That  was  the  principle 
of  Irish  intermediate  education !  It  was 
all  false,  and  failed  to  train  the  intel- 
lectual faculties,  which  was  the  true 
object  of  education. 

How  were  they  going  to  get 
popular  control  in  Ireland  ?  If  ^t 
were  granted  he  was  sure  a  tempest 
would  arise  in  that  country  which  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman,  with  all  his 
sweetness  of  temper,  would  not  be  able 
to  withstand.  These  were  questions 
which  the  Irish  people  alone  were  able  to 
settle.  He  had  been  delighted  to  hear 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gkntleman 
that  night.  It  was  one  of  a  remarkable 
series  of  speeches  recently  delivered  in 
which  could  be  detected  the  gentle  and 
mournful  cadence  of  the  "  swan  song ." 
If  he  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  a  Machiavellian  statesman — which  he 
did  not  think  he  was — he  was  much  too 
candid  and  astute  for  that — he  would  be 
under  the  impression  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  laboriously  and  deliber- 
ately breaking  down  the  rotten  fabric  of 
English  Government  in  Ireland  in  order 
to  make  it  possible  for  some  successor 
to  level  it  off.  ^^: 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,E.): 
said  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
declared  that  next  session,  if  he  occupied 
his  present  position,  he  was  pledged  to 
deal  with  the  Irish  education  problem. 
That  was  the  best  consolation  they  could 
get;  and  he  supposed  they  must  rest 
satisfied  in  the  meantime.  However,  he 
had  risen  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
regret  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
was  responsible  for  Irish  educational 
affairs  had  not  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
splendid  work  done  in  Ireland  by  the 
Christian  Brothers,  who  were  not  under 
the  National  Board,  and  who  turned  out 
some  of  the  best  educated  men  in  the 
country.  He  begged  the  Chief  Secretary, 
in  considering  the  measure  for  next  year, 
not  to  exclude  the  Christian  Brothers 
from  any  settlement  he  might  consider 
desirable.  It  was  true  that  there  were 
considerable  dif&culties  in  the  way ;  but 
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they  ^ere  worth  meeting.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University  had  paid  a  high  tribute,from  his 
own  observation,  to  the  splendid  work 
which  the  Christian  Brothers  were  doing, 
and  had  done  in  the  past.  He  thanked 
the  right  hon.  Centleman  lor  that  tribute, 
because  in  his  own  constituency  there 
was  one  of  the  largest  schools  of  the 
Order  in  the  country,  and  he  was  certain 
that  all  those  who  inquired  as  closely  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  done  into 
the  matter  would  share  his  view, 
that  the  Christian  Brothers  deserved  all 
the  support  that  could  be  given  to  them. 
The  schools  of  the  Order  were  splendidly 
equipped  and  provided  an  education  of 
a  first-class  character,  equal  to  anything 
in  this  or  any  other  country  in  the  world, 
to  many  thousands  of  children ;  and  yet 
they  received  no  support  from  public 
funds.  He  knew  that  the  difficulty  was 
that  the  Christian  Brothers  taught 
religion  in  their  schools  according  to  their 
conscientious  ideas ;  but  that  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  be  shut  out  from  | 
a  participation  in  public  money,  which 
other  public  schools  in  the  country  re- 
ceived. So  free  were  the  Christian 
Brothers  from  anything  in  the  shape  of 
intolerance  and  bigotry,  that  many 
Protestant  parents  actually  sent  their 
boys  to  their  schools.  It  was  a  monstrous 
thmg,  in  the  interests  of  the  general  | 
education  and  well-being  of  the  country, 
they  should  be  excluded  from  some 
share  of  the  public  funds  because  they  i 
taught  religion  as  well  as  matters  of  { 
general  education. 

♦Sui  JAMES  HASLETT  (Belfast,! 
N.)  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  I 
Christian  Brothers'  schools  were  ex-  j 
cellently  conducted  and  that  their  I 
education  was  sound  on  their  own  | 
principles ;  but  it  was  scarcely  the 
question  before  the  House.  He  would  re- 
mind hon.  Members  that  the  Motion  was — 

'*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  system 
of  primary  education  in  Ireland  is  funda- 
mentally defective  and  has  proved  injurious  in 
its  operations." 

He  was  not  sure  that  any  Irish  Member 
would  venture  to  say  it  had  been  injurious. 
Tt  might  not  have  been  equal  to  every- 
thing they  hoped  for,  but  to  say  it  was 
producing  injury  in  the  general  education 
of  the  country  seemed  scarcely  to  admit 

Mr,  William  Redmond. 


I  of  proof.    He  himself  had  been  honour- 
<  ably  educated  in  a  national  school,  and 
I  he  could  truly  say  it  had  not  failed  in 
j  doing  a  great  work    for    the  country. 
When  they  remembered  the  position  of 
the    education   question   seventy   years 
I  ago,  it  was  only  fair  to  say  that  the 
;  National  Board  had  done  good  educational 
!  work.    It  might  not  liave  given  every- 
'  thing  they  wanted  in  respect  of  denomina* 
'  tional  instruction,  but  take  it  all  in  all — 
\  whether  they  referred  to  the  teacher  or 
'  the  scholar,  it  had  done  good  work  for 
Ireland.    The  fact  that  they  had  reversed 
the  position  during  seventy  years  and 
I  that  at  the  present  day  not  20  per  cent» 
of  the  people  were  illiterate  showed  that 
good  work  had  been  done,  though  not  so 
good    as    was    desired.       He  cordially 
agreed  that  there  was  a  want   of   co- 
ordination in  the  general  principles  of  edu- 
cation. They  spoke  of  primary  education 
and  gave  it,  by  general  consent,  a  lower 
position    than   secondary,  technical,  or 
University.    In  his  opinion  the  most  diffi- 
cult school  for  any  person  to  teach  was  the 
infant  school.    They  had  to  dilute  their 
instruction ;  they  had  to  bring  it  down  to 
the  mind  that  was  only  budding  out;  and 
the    country  should    be    aUve    to   the 
question  that  the  highest  position  they 
could  give  to  anyone  in  connection  with 
the  education  of  the  country  should  be 
to  the  successful  trainer  of    youth  in 
what  they  called  the  elementary  parts 
of    their   education.      He    spoke   from 
experience.      Take    the    case    of    the 
Sabbath  school.     It  was  generally  con* 
sidered  that  any  adult  could  take  charge 
of  an  infant.    It  required  the  highest 
intelligence  and  special  adaptability  to 
successfully  conduct  an  infant  class  in 
religious  questions. 

What  had  been  the  improvements  in 
the  position  of  the  teachers  during 
the  last  seventy  or  eighty  years! 
The  old  teacher  who  had  the 
arduous  duty  of  trying  to  thomp 
into  his  own  mind  as  much  as  he  could 
from  the  A,  B,  C  upwards  enjoyed  the 
splendid  income  of  £18  a  year.  Similar 
teachers  in  a  modem  school  would  enjoy 
three  or  four  times  that  income.  He 
wished  them  all  prosperity  in  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  that  salary.    But  even  yet  every 
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man  had  not  risen  to  what  might  be 
called  a  good  position.  With  regard 
to  the  schook  themselves  they  must 
remember  that  they  had  been  erected  in 
Ireland  almost  entirely  by  private  sub- 
scriptions. He  honourei  the  people  who 
went  through  the  country  and  desired  to 
make  improv3ment3  and  give  reports, 
but  in  some  respects  they  reminded  him 
of  the  man  who  went  to  New  York, 
looked  at  the  clock,  and  then  came  back. 
The  idea  of  a  man  saying  he  could  walk 
through  a  city  of,  say,  300,000  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  the  course  of  t^c  or  three 
days  form  a  correct  estimate  either  of  the 
buildings  or  the  scholastic  system  seemed 
to  be  trespassing  very  largely  on  the 
credulity  of  the  public.  Speaking  for  his 
own  town  he  did  not  doubt  that  there 
were  some  very  poor  schools.  At  the 
same  time  they  were  gool  schools  fift^ 
years  sgo.  They  had  served  their  day, 
and  in  "die  natural  course  of  events  must 
all  pass  away.  They  had  heard  also  that 
through  the  philanthropy  and  large- 
mindedness  of  those  who  possessed  money 
they  had  some  of  the  finest  schools  in  the 
State,  schools  which  would  compare 
favourably  with  any  of  the  Board  schools  in 
England  so  far  as  the  buildings  were  con- 
cerned. But  what  didthey  find  inside  those 
schools  ?  The  complaint  he  had  to  make 
about  the  Education  Department  was  that 
they  were  not  sufficiently  equipped  for 
higher  education ;  that  they  were  not  suffi- 
ciently supplied  in  maps,  plans,  and  things 
of  that  sort  for  educational  work,  unless 
the  teacher  or  some  generous  person  in 
the  neighbourhood  was  prepared  to  pay 
for  them.  Surely  if  individuals  had  pro- 
vided the  buildings  in  which  to  carry  on 
the  school  the  State  might  in  all  con- 
science supply  the  means  for  the  edu- 
cation. 

There  was  another  class  of  schools 
put  up  by  the  State  called  the 
model  schools.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  he  had  changed  his  view  with 
regard  to  them.  He  had  nev^r  changed 
his  view  that  that  was  the  system  of 
education  that  should  prevail.  Each 
church  had  placed  a  school  at  the  end  of 
its  buildings — ^he  did  not  say  for  what 
reason,  possibly  for  t^e  patronage  it 
brought ;  possibly  because  the  ministers 
of  tl]^*  particular  denominations  were  the 
people  who  in  former  days  were  the 
educated  people   of  the   country.    But 
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tha!^  day  had  passed,  and  they  had  fairly 
arrived  at  a  time  when  they  could  have 
their  educational  work  largely  u  ider taken 
not  by  a  single  patron  but  by  a  mixed 
committee.  With  regard  to  sscondary 
education  in  Irelani,  they  were  tol  1  that 
the  same  sordid  idea  prevailel.  That 
might  be  so,  but  the  sam3  sordid  opinio.i 
and  the  same  sordid  objection  prevailed 
in  primary  education  up  to  last  year. 
He  as  much  as  any  one  deprecated  the 
system  of  cramming — ^payment  by  results 
in  what  may  be  a  parrot  repetition — which 
represented  nopreparation  of  the  mini  for 
further  eiucation.  The  teacher  received 
result  fees  for  a  considerable  tim3,  and  a 
year  or  two  ago  the  Board  of  Education 
said  they  would  abolish  the  result  system 
altogether,  and  place  the  teachers  in  the 
positioi  of  getting  a  salary  equal  t )  tho 
average  of  their  yearly  earning  during 
the  three  years  previous  to  the 
abolition  order.  And  taking  the  case 
of  a  teacher  who  got  £60.  £70,  £80, 
or  £90  as  an  average,  with  the  manage- 
ment of  a  school  of  fifty  or  sixty  pupils, 
that  teacher  had  been  removed  to  a 
school  of  150  pupils^  at  the  same  salary. 
Their  duties  and  responsibilities  were 
tripled  without  any  equivalent  addition 
to  their  salary.  This  was  looked  upon 
as  a  very  serious  difficulty  and 
a  great  injustice  to  the  teachers. 

With  regard  to  the  technology  of 
the  schools,  this  was  the  first 
time  in  the  course  of  education  in  Ireland 
that  the  general  interest  of  the  community 
in  the  form  of  mixed  committees  had 
been  established.  In  Belfast  they  wer3 
so  dreadful  that  it  was  said  they  scarcely 
recognised  more  than  one  colour  and  that 
they  were  almost  blind  to  all  others,  yet 
singularly  enough  men  of  different  views 
on  the  religious  question  worked  mo 3 
harmoniously  together  and  lent  most 
valuable  assistance  in  connection  with 
the  technology  of  the  schools.  Although 
the  mixed  committee  in  its  general 
working  did  well  in  higher  education,  it 
was  very  difficult,  where  the  committea 
was  composed  of  business  men,  to  get 
them  to  give  the  time  fairly  necessary 
for  the  general  inspection  and  welfare  of 
the  schools  which,  they  had  practically 
under  their  control.  The  minister  who 
was  constantly  going  in  and  out  among 
the  people  was  always  available,  but 
business  men  were  so  busy   that   they 
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could  not  devote  their  attention  to  the 
general  working  of  the  schools.  It  came 
back  to  this.  What  were  they  going 
to  do  ?  He  quite  agreed  that  a  change 
must  be  made  in  the  general  control 
of  primary  education  in  Ireland,  but 
he  did  not  agree  that  the  Board 
of  Education  had  not  done  any 
good.  Its  day  had  gone  by,  but 
the  men  who  comprised  it  had,  without 
fee  or  reward,  honestly,  in  his  opinion, 
tried  to  discharge  their  duty  on  it.  It 
had  lived  its  day ;  education  had  become 
general  and  the  denre  for  higher  educa- 
tion more  general  stiU,  and  they  must 
face  the  necessity  for  a  change.  He 
supposed  the  Board  would  be  abolished, 
but  what  were  they  going  to  put  in  its 
place?  The  Chief  Secretary  mentioned 
an  Education  Board,  but  would  that 
Board  be  chosen  for  its  educational 
powers  or  because  it  represented  various 
shades  of  religious  opinion  ?  ReUgious 
opinion  was  so  strongly  and  so  keenly 
held  in  Ireland  that  it  could  not  be 
done  away  with  except  by  common 
consent.  Would  they  get  that?  He 
believed  they  were  travelling  towards 
it.  By  common  consent  the  best  school 
in  Ireland  was  known  as  the  ''  Chrbtian 
Brothers"  school.  But  that  wao  not 
recognised  as  a  Catholic  school.  The 
Catholics  had  other  schools  and  looked 
upon  this  rather  as  a  free  lance.  In 
fact,  it  was  almost  boycotted,  and  at 
all  events  was  not  regarded  as  anything 
more  than  a  stepchild. 

Two  or  three  difficulties  had  to  be  settled 
in  Ireland.  The  religious  element  was 
strong  and  the  educational  element  was 
relatively  weak.  They  spent  £20,000 
on  a  church  and  £1,000  on  the  school  at 
its  side;  £50,000  or  £100,000  on  a 
cathedral  and  £1,000  or  at  most  £2,000 
on  the  best  school  they  desired  to  build. 
That  must  be  reversed.  His  own  strong 
conviction  was  that  they  must  have  a 
central  Education  Board  composed,  if 
possible,  exclusively  of  educationists. 
They  should  take  the  men  of  the  highest 
qualification  for  education,  but  that  was 
what  they  were  all  afraid  of  in  Ireland. 
They  thought  the  more  clever  a  man 
was  the  more  likely  was  he  to  carry  his 
point  in  religious  as  well  as  other  educa- 
tion. He  did  not  know  that  in  the 
primary  schools  of  Ireland  it  had  ever 
Sir  James  Hastett. 


been  sought  to  make  a  test  of  religion, 
so  far  as  the  teacher  was  concerned,  a 
severe  test  in  his  appointment.  If  they 
had  an  Education  Board  then  they  ought 
also  to  have  divisional  boards.  He 
would  ^ave  a  Council  of  Education  for  ^e 
four  provinces  of  Ireland,  and  he  would 
have  on  that  board  county  representa- 
tion through  their  county  councils  or 
their  coun^  borough  councils,  and  he 
would  have  visiting  committees  in  con- 
nection with  each  minor  division,  such 
as  the  district  county  council,  and  they 
would  have  some  regard  for  l^e  general 
education  of  the  district  and  for  the 
equipment  of  the  schools  in  that  district. 
One  great  detriment  to  education  in 
Ireland  was  officialism.  The  inspector 
went  to  inspect  a  school  and  he  was  con- 
sidered a  dreadful  piece  of  humanity  in 
his  (Sir  James's)  day.  They  had  to  get 
specially  washed,  their  hair  done,  and  be 
dressed  in  their  best  clothes,  and  he  was 
not  very  clear,  when  he  heard  that  the 
inspector  was  coming,  what  his  heig^  was 
or  what  particular  kind  of  animal  he  was. 
But  as  they  grew  older  they  knew 
the  inspector.  He  went  to  the  school 
and  he  examined  a  class  or  two.  He 
fomnd  the  order  of  the  school  de- 
ficient and  he  wrote  out  a  report. 
The  unfortunate  teacher  did  not  see  that 
report  It  went  to  Dublin  and  all  that 
he  knew  was  that  he  got  a  rap  across 
the  knuckles  for  a  particular  deficiency 
in  connection  with  education.  It  never 
dawned  upon  the  inspector  that  in 
examining  ten  or  more  boys  he  should 
look  up  their  history  on  entering  the 
school  and  then  estimate  how  mud^  the 
teacher  was  trying  to  advance  them. 
He  had  occasion  to  come  across  a  case 
whan  he  delivered  himself  of  this  idea — 

'*  Too,  as  inspector,  are  here  to  draw  oat  the 
best  that  is  in  ttie  teaoher,  to  estimate  how  far 
he  has  been  discharging  his  doty  and  brought 
out  the  latent  taient  of  these  bovs,  and  when 
yoo  have  estimated  thus  to  te&  him  of  hit 
defeots  and  to  come  back  again  and  see  if  he 
has  done  what  you  have  suggested  to  him. 
Then  yoo  have  answered  the  great  fonotion  of 
the  inspector,  which  is  not  merely  writing  a 
report  of  the  defeots  of  the  school." 

Well,  what  he  wanted  next  was  that 
the  Dublin  Board  should  be  more  in 
touch  with  every  individual  school  in  the 
country,  with  the  four  provincial  councils 
which  would  be  working  for  the  welfare 
of  education,  and  that  the  Board  shoulc^  i 
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canaider  itseU  not  the  master  but  the 
servant  of  education.  They  should 
try  to  restore  everything  that  would 
make  for  the  general  uplifting  of  the 
growth  of  their  country.  He  trusted 
that  in  whatever  form  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  give  efEect  to  his  views  he  would 
not  consider  the  pulling  down  as  sufficient, 
hut  that  he  would  show  constructive 
power  which  he  very  earnestly  hoped 
would  be  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  said 
the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary  was  a 
most  despairing  one  from  an  Irish  point 
of  view.    The  existing  system  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  was  gravely  and  funda- 
mentally defective,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  showed  in  his  speech  that  it 
was  80,  and  then  he  proceeded  to  show 
that  it  Was  almost  impossible  to  reform 
it.      That  was  a  pretty  condition  for 
Parliament  to  reduce  Ireland  to  in  the 
twentieth  century.     This  country  had 
had  the  education  of  Ireland  in  its  hands 
for  900  years,  and  now  the  House  was 
told  that  no  practical  suggestion  could 
be   made    for    any  amendment   in  the 
immediate  future.      If   they  could  not 
reform  Irish  education,  the  Oovemment 
ought  to  give  the  control  of  it  to  the 
people  themselves.    It  was  not  for  the 
Irish  representatives  to  make  suggestions 
to  the  Government  because,  in  the  words 
of  Mr.  Gladstone,  where  the  power  lies 
there  also  lies  the  responsibility.     He 
protested  against  the  financial  references 
of  the  Chief  Secretary.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to   the  efForts 
made  by  the  Government  in  support  of 
primary  education  in  Ireland,  but  he  had 
omitted  to  mention  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  money  granted  was  Irish  money 
which  came  out  of  the  Church  supplies, 
and  that  every  single  penny  granted  for 
th3  pensions  of  the  teachers  came  out  of 
the  same  fund.    It  was  a  great  grievance 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  used  language  which  led  British 
Members  to  think  that  the  money  voted 
out  of  public  funds  was  Imperial  money, 
whereas  as  a  matter   of    fact  a  large 
portion  of  it  was  purely  Irish  money. 
The  hon.    Baronet    disagreed  with   the 
statement  in  the  Resolution   that  the 
national  system  in  its  operation  had  been 
injurious.    But  how  could  it  be  denied  ? 


If  the  national  system  had  not  equipped 
the  people  of  Ireland  with  the  knowledge 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  compete 
with  the  people  of  other  countries,  that 
in  itself  was  an  injury.  In  America, 
France,  and  Germany,  the  school-going 
populations  were  taught  the  arts  and 
industries  by  which  they  would  earn 
their  bread  and  endeavour  to  maintain 
the  commercial  and  industrial  supremacy 
of  their  respective  nations;  but  thitwas 
not  done  in  Ireland.  Was  not  that  a 
distinct  injury  to  the  country  ?  So  far 
from  exciting  the  opposition  of  the  Mem* 
ber  for  such  a  constituency  as  Belfast, 
the  proposition  ought  to  have  secured  his 
most  cordial  support. 

A    farther    point   had     reference    to 
the    education    of     deaf    and     dumb, 
defective,       and      epileptic      children. 
For  ten    or  twelve    years    the  sum  of 
£40,000     had    been     voted     for    that 
purpose  in  England,  and  in  Scotland  the 
amount  was  proportionately  even  greater, 
but  in    response    to    the    demand    for 
similar  treatment  for  Ireland  the  answer 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  unsatb- 
factory  and  evasive.    If  legislation  waa 
necessary  to  enable  such  a  grant  to  be 
made,  a  one-clause  Bill  would  be  sufficient, 
and  not  a  single  Member  of  the  House 
would  raise  any  opposition  to  it.     The 
impression  left  upon  his   mind  by  the 
debate    was   one    of    despair.    He   was 
entirely  at  a  loss  as  to  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman's  intentions.    What  a  state  of 
affairs !     The  education  of  a  whole  nation 
was  in  an  utterly  indefensible  condition, 
and  the  Minister  of  a  powerful  Govern- 
ment was  unable  to  devise  a  remedy! 
Ireland  was  already  far  behind  the  rest  of 
the  civilised  world;  her  industries  had 
been  crushed  out  by  English  legislation 
and  competition;     and    yet   when    she 
asked  for  a  remedy  for  this  shocking  con- 
dition of  affairs,  she  was  met  by  an  abject 
confession  of  incapacity  on  the  part  of 
the  Minister  in  charge.     If  that  was  not 
a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule  he  did  not  know  what  was,  but  he 
would  rather  see  something  done  than 
hear  such  an  argument  every  session.    If 
the   Irish  people  had    the  means  they 
would  be  justified,  after  the  speech   of 
the  Chief  Secretary,  in  ridding  themselves 
by    force    of    the     Government    which 
attempted  to  govern  them. 
R  2 
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Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN,  in  sup- 
porting the  Amendment,  urged  that 
some  assistance  should  be  given  to  the 
institutions  charged  with  the  education  of 
the  blind.  He  thought  Irishmen  had 
reason  to  complain  of  the  speech  of  the 
Chief  Secretary.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  a  Minister  in  any  other 
coimtry,  his  first  duty  after  such  a 
speech  would  be  to  resign  his  office, 
for  he  claimed  to  have  a  policy  but 
was  afraid  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Belfast 
had  put  forward  a  curious  reason  for  dis- 
Ajfnreeing  with  the  Motion.  The  hon. 
Baronet  had  said  that  while  it  was 
possible  that  fifty  years  ago  the  school 
buildings,  even  in  Belfast,  were  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  a  vast  improve- 
ment had  taken  place,  and  the  buildings 
were  now  up-to-date.  The  recent  Report 
of  Mr.  Dale,  who  was  sent  over  specially 
to  inquire  into  this  matter,  entirely  dis- 
proved that  contention,  showing  as  it  did 
that  the  buildings  in  Belfast  and  Dublin 
were  vastly  inferior  from  the  point  of  view 
of  convenience  for  teachers,  and  of  the 
arrangements  necessary  for  the  health  of 
.teachers  and  scholars,  to  the  average 
school  buildings  in  towns  of  a  corres- 
ponding size  in  England. 

And,  it  being  half -past  Seven  of  the 
elock,  the  debate  stood  adjoumed  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


SUPPLY  (CIVIL  SERVICES  AND 
REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjoumed 
debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [I8th 
April],  '*  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair." 


Which  Amendment 


was — 


"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words, 
*  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  system  of 
Primary  Bdncatiom  in  Ireland  is  fundamentally 
defective,  and  has  proved  injurious  in  ii« 
operation.' "— (Jfr.  NanneUi.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN,  continuing, 
said  on  reading » Mr.  Dale's  Report  he 


found  on  page  44  several  footnotes  com- 
posed of  extracts  taken  from  letterssent  to 
Mr.  Dale  by  various  inspectors  of  schools 
in  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Dale  dwdt  on  and 
seemed  to  agree  with  the  opinion  liiose 
letters  expressed.  For  instance,  Mr. 
Lebane,  of  the  (Jalway  circuit,  wrote— 

j 

j  "There  is,  I  regret  to  state,  little  local  inter- 
est taken  by  the  seneral  public  in  the  state 
and  efficiency  of  the  schools.  Except  in  rare 
cases,  when  some  real  or  imaginary  grievance 
needs  inquiry,  no  member  of  &e  general  body 
of  the  people  seems  to  think  that  the  condition 
or  state  of  efficiency  of  the  school  is  a  matter 

;  that  concerns  him.  He  leaves  the  school,  with 
all  that  pertains  to  it,  to  be  dealt  with  by 

I  teacher,  manager,  and  inspector.** 

I 

'      One  inf  erenoe  only  could  be  drawn  from 
I  such  statements,  namely  that  the  Iri^h 
I  parent   took  absolutely  no   interest  iD 
educational    matters,    did    nothing    to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  his  child, 
I  and  that  Ireland  had  lost  all  love  for 
j  learning.      It  was  unnecessary  to  delve 
I  into  ancient  history  to  disprove  and  re- 
I  move  so  unfair  and  so  unjust  an  accusa- 
tion ;   for  the  whole  history  of  Ireland 
I  was  bound  up  with  the  love  of  the  people 
I  for  the  best  and  highest  education  pos- 
sible ;    and  just  as  in  the  olden  da>'8 
eminent  scholars  went  from  the  shores  of 
Erin  to  carry  light  and   learning  into 
distant  lands,  so  to-day  the   Irish  race 
I  had  an  inextinguishable  love  of  know- 
I  ledge  and  science — so  much  so  that  the 
I  Irish  parent  never  counted  the  cost  or 
the  sacrifice  where  the  interest  of  educa- 
tion  was  concerned.     It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  Ireland  had  not  had  the 
<  free  exercise  of  her  will  in  these  any 
I  more  than  in  other  matters,   that  her 
every  impulse  had    been  thwarted  by 
England,  and  that  she  had  been  fettered 
and      hampered    as     no     other     race 
!  had     ever    been.       In     the    last  fifty 
years,     during     periods     of     distress, 
famine,   persecution    and    ooercion,  the 
Irish  nation  had  had  to  make  a  supreme 
I  struggle,  with   the  life-blood  drawn  from 
i  her  by  a  cruel  and  arrogant  aristocracy 
I  who  took  everything  and  gave  nothing, 
'  to  keep  alive  the  spark  of  national  life. 
Ireland    had    to    provide    herself  with 
{  churches,  schools,  hospitals,  and  all  the 
requirements  of  a  Christian  people  and  of 
I  modem  civilisation.    Let  the  fair  student 
of  facts  look  Ireland  in  the  face  and  he 
'  would  have  to  admit  that  never  was  a 
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more  heroic  stro^le  for  existence  under- 
taken, or  a  more  signal  victory  won  over 
an  unreasonable  and  unreasoning 
oppr^^or.  There  was  one  eminently 
satialactory  note  running  through  Mr. 
Dale's  Report,  and  it  was  this,  that  he 
could  not  find  language  sufficiently  en- 
thusiastic to  speak  of  the  convent  schools 
of  Ireland.  He  proclaimed  their  efficiency 
in  spite  of  the  httle  help  they  received 
from  the  State.  The  convent  schools 
were  the  work  of  the  people ; 
they  were  built  with  the  money 
provided  by  the  people — ^and  still 
they  were  told  that  the  Irish  people 
took  no  interest  in  educational  matters. 
He  knew  the  Irishman,  and  he  made  bold 
to  say  that  whether  at  home  or  abroad  in 
those  distant  lands  to  which  he  had  been 
driven  by  the  tyrannical  laws  imposed 
by  England,  no  man  surpassed  him  in 
his  efforts  to  promote  education,  or  in 
the  sacrifices  he  bore  for  so  sacred  a 
cause,  or  in  his  desire  to  see  his  children — 
in  the  matter  of  intellectual  equipment 
— equal  to  the  best.  If  he  did  not 
succeed,  it  was  because  the  State 
stood  in  the  way  and  hindered  rather 
than  helped  in  the  necessary  work. 

Let  them  take  the  case  of  Galway .  With 
sorrow  he  was  forced  to  admit  that  the 
district  in  which  his  constituency  lay 
was  one  of  the  poorest  in  Ireland,  much, 
alas,  of  its  ancient  prosperity  and 
splendour  having  disappeared.  Despite 
this,  what  did  they  find  ?  Thanks  to  the 
seal  of  the  venerable  prelate  at  the 
head  of  the  diocese,  to  the  priests  and 
people  as  well  as  to  the  religions  con- 
ducting the  institutions,  they  found 
Brothers'  schools  and  convent  schools 
full  of  life,  while  State  schools 
close  by  were  dying  and  decaying. 
Owing  its  origin  to  the  generosity  of  the 
people,  and  the  energy  of  the  Jesuit 
fathers,  they  would  find  a  college  for  the 
young,  surpassed  by  few,  imparting  the 
beet  possible  education  to  hundreds  of  the 
Galway  youths.  What  help  had  the 
State  ever  given  to  this  institution  or  did 
it  give  now  ?  Not  one  penny ;  while 
only  a  few  yards  away  from  this 
bright  lively  institution  were  the  model 
school  and  Queen's  CoUege — death- 
like in  the  atmosphere  around  them, 
atkA  flickering  spark  of  life  kept  burn- 
ing by  the  thousands  of  pounils  slob- 
b^ed  on  them  annually  by  the  State. 


This  was  a  most  important  matter. 
They  were  told  nothing  more  could  be 
done  for  those  schools,  and  no  improve- 
ment could  be  made ;  they  already  cost 
too  much.  As  to  this  Mr.  Dale's  Report 
said— 

"  23.  The  net  ezpenditore  incurred  in  main- 
taining the  model  schools  out  of  the  National 
Education  Vote  (excluding  the  expenditure  by 
the  Board  of  Works  on  repairs,  etc.)  amounted, 
in  1902,  to  £30,732  lOs.  5d.,  the  cost  to  the 
State  of  each  pupil  in  average  attendance  being 
thus  over  £4  IDs.  In  individual  cases  the  cost 
far  exceeds  this.  The  cost  of  the  model  school 
at  Athy  in  1902  was  over  £7  per  head ;  while  at 
Clonmel,  Ennisoorthy,  Kilkenny,  and  Water- 
ford,  it  was  over  £6. 

'*  24.  The  cost  of  the  model  schools  is  thus 
far  higher  than  that  of  the  ordinekry  national 
Irish  schools* or  the  convent  schools,  which 
only  cost  the  State  from  £1  5s.  to  £2  lOs.  per 
head." 

The  Irish  representatives  had  been  asked 
for  suggestions ;  he  wauld  venture  to  offer 
one  as  a  remedy  for  this  state  of  things. 
Hand  over  the  model  school  to  those 
who  could  make  use  of  it ;  transfer  the 
control  so  that  the  door  might  open  to 
Catholic  children ;  sell  it,  make  it  useful 
and  let  some  return  be  8ecured  for  the 
money  spent  upon  it.  There  were  those 
in  Galway  •who  could  turn  it  into  a 
useful  institution.  That  was  not  all. 
A  short  time  ago,  want  was  felt  for  a 
boarding  school  for  girls  in  Qalway  City 
and  appeal  made  for  support,  which  was 
80  eagerly  responded  to  that  in  a  short 
time  an  elegant  building  was  erected. 
The  Dominicans  steppad  in  and  took 
possession  and  prepared  it  for  the 
reception  of  the  pupils,  but  the  State, 
instead  of  assisting,  taxed  it  so  highly  that 
the  Dominicans  could  hardly  meet  the 
expense.  To  him,  coming  from  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  Canada,  where  such  a 
tax  would  not  have  been  tolerated  for  an 
instant,  where  the  State  was  80  generous 
in  the  matter  of  exemptions  and  sub- 
ventions relating  to  education,  this  tax 
appeared  an  odious  outrage.  But  it  was 
thus  that  things  were  done  in  Ireland, 
always  against  the  spirit,  the  wish,  and 
interest  of  the  people.  It  was  thus  that 
the  art  of  government  of  a  people  was 
understood  and  practised.  He  was  per- 
haps the  most '  moderate  among  his 
fellow  Nationalists,  brought  up  as  he 
had  been  under  a  better  form  of  govern- 
ment and  fairer  institutions.  He  could 
not  help  saying,  however,  that  Ireland 
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liad  no  GU>veminent ;  for  the  three  gentle- 
men sitting  in  this  House  practically 
xepresented  nobody  in  Ireland ;  they  were 
the  gaolers  of  Ireland,  the  turnkeys  of  the 
vast  prison  into  which  Ireland  had  been 
converted. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  Irish  people 
took  no  interest  in  the  cause  of  education. 
They  had  erected  colleges  everywhere. 
They  had  convents  such  as  few  lands 
possessed,  and  ordinary  schools.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  admit  that  by  the  people 
generally  no  interest  was  taken  in  the 
ordinary  national  schools.  They  had 
confidence  in  the  manager  who  was  their 
trusted  friend  and  in  the  teacher.  But  it 
was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  poor 
parents,  condemned  to  worE  in  England 
in  order  to  obtain  money  to  pay 
their  way,  could  take  so  much 
inteiest  as  others.  Whose  was  the  re- 
sponsibility ?  What  did  this  Parlia- 
ment give  ?  Who  built  the  schools  ? 
Again  he  asked — Where  did  the  respon- 
sibility rest  ?  On  this  Parliament,  the 
majority  of  whom  did  not  give  ODe  fig 
for  Ireland ;  upon  the  abominable  system 
of  laws  devised  to  make  the  country  poor 
and  to  keep  it  poor;  upon  the  system 
which  never  wanted,  and*  never  was 
intended,  to  have  the  children  of  Irishmen 
educated.  While  Parliament  could  not 
give  too  much  money  to  already  richly 
endowed  Universities  which  happened  to 
be  the  pets  of  this  Parliament,  Ireland 
could  have  no  University  acceptable  to 
the  majority  of  the  people.  While  the 
State  most  liberally  help^  education  in 
every  way  in  this  country,  it  starved  Ire- 
land in  this  important  matter,  and 
he  held  that  the  cause  of  primary  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  should  receive  more  en- 
couragement and  more  generous  support 
than  was  now  extended  by  the  State. 
The  taxes  which  England  imposed  upon 
[reland  were  expended  upon  works 
bringing  no  benefit  to  her.  They  had 
no  quarrel  with  any  country  in  the 
world — except  with  England — and  they 
could  well  do  without  an  Army  and  a 
Navy.  They  would  haVe  no  quarrel  with 
this  country  if  they  were  left  to  manage 
their  own  affairs.  Their  money,  Irish 
money,  was  not  spent  for  Irish  purposes. 
Here  was  the  chance  of  a  reform  and  of 
n  mighty  reform.  Let  the  State  seriously 
undertake  to  help  their  schools,  help  in 
the  matter  of   building  and  equipment, 

Mr,  Charles  Devlin, 


and  do  such  work  as  the  State  was 
supposed  to  do.  The  manager,  the 
teacher,  and  the  people  understood  their 
obligations,  and,  as  at  all  times,  would 
oarry  them  out.  For  his  part  he  had 
little  hope  for  genuine  reform  in  this 
matter  until  the  right  of  the  Irish  people 
to  the  government  of  their  own  country 
should  have  been  admitted,  and  until 
I  the  only  Parliament  competent  to  deal 
with  such  matters  should  have  beea 
established — the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  said 
he  had  only  found  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  debate  two  speakers  who 
had  seemed  to  speak  their  minds  and 
speak  really  to  the  question.  One  was 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford,  who  had  plainly  told  the  House  that 
the  whole  question  was  wrapped  up  in 
the  denominational  question  and  that  it 
would  never  be  settled  until  that  was 
taken  into  account.  A  great  deal  had 
been  said  about  popular  control,  but  very 
little  as  to  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
popular  control.  There  was  a  large  body 
of  opinion  in  Ireland  who  would  have 
nothing  else  but  denominational  schools, 
and  that  was  the  question  the  Chief 
Secretary  had  to  face.  The  whole  ques- 
tion was  that  the  teachers  must  be  of 
the  same  religion  as  the  children,  and 
there  was  a  very  large  section  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  which  would  object  to 
any  system  which  did  not  permit  that. 
It  had  been  suggested  that  the  present 
system  should  be  done  away  with,  but 
though  it  might  not  be  a  good  system  it 
was  a  much  better  system  than  many 
of  those  which  had  been  mentioned. 
Ireland  would  not  submit  to  the  will  of 
Parliamert  if  it  could  help  it,  and  it 
would  be  absurd  to  suppose  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  would  ask  for  a  system  which 
would  necessitate  the  surrender  of  the 
whole  of  the  management,  and  give  the 
whole  control  of  education  in  Ireland  to 
this  House.  He  had  no  objection  to 
secular  schools  provided  the  various 
denominations  had  their  own  schools 
also.  Then  came  the  more  insidious 
system  of  local  control;  there  was  a 
certain  portion  of  the  people  who  might 
adopt  that  system,  but  on  the  part  of 
many,  who  hoped  to  keep  out  of  Ireland 
local  control  of  any  kind,  there 
was  a    very  great    objection  to   that. 
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He  had  been  told  on  the  best  authority 
that  the  Catholio  clergy  in  Ireland  not 
only  took  the  greatest  interest  in  ordinary 
education  but  also  in  technical  education. 
He  did  not  admire  the  present  system, 
but  he  thought  it  was  at  any  rate  in- 
finitely better  than  any  of  those  which 
had  been  suggested.  The  Chief  Secretary 
had  said  '  that  there  was  one  hopeful 
germ  and  one  glimpse  of  light  in  Irish 
^ncation,  and  that  was  technical  educa- 
tion. He  agreed  that  the  technical 
education  committees  as  a  rule  had 
done  well  and  had  shown  themselves 
capable  of  managing  their  own  affairs. 
There  had,  however,  been  a  Uttle  friction 
occasionally  with  the  Department  which 
did  not  leave  those  conmiittees  un- 
disputed power.  He  thought  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  agree  that  neither  agriculture 
nor  the  development  of  technical  educa- 
tion lent  itself  very  much  to  a  denomina- 
tional system,  but  when  they  came  to  the 
teaching  of  the  children  they  were  bound 
to  have  some  differences.  Probably  the 
Chief  Secretary  thofight  the  system  had 
worked  well  because  the  elected  bodies 
had  got  the  management  of  the  system, 
altiiough  the  Government  had  a  certain 
amount  of  control.  It  was  possible  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  might  be  right  in 
saying  that  this  was  a  hopeful  germ,  but 
he  thought  that  under  the  present  system 
it  would  be  a  long  time  before  that  germ 
was  fully  developed.  In  this  debate  the 
question  of  religion  had  been  suppressed 
because  it  was  a  rather  awkward  subject. 

With  regard  to  the  money,  he  thought  it 
was  a  very  awkward  time  to  discuss  this 
question  upon  the  night  before  the  Budget. 
The  Chief  Secretary  had  admitted 
that  he  would  like  to  improve  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  schools,  but 
he  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  whitewashing  was  not  the 
principal  reform  that  was  wanted.  The 
system  of  heating  the  schools  by  fires 
was  most  primitive,  because  the  children 
had  to  carry  the  turf  to  school.  Now 
those  children  were  beginning  to  dress  a 
Kttle  better  aiid  naturally  they  did  not 
caie  about  carrjring  turf  to  school. 
Ireland  was  a  wet  country,  and  an  im- 
proved system  of  heating  the  schools 
was  required.  It  had  been  said  that  in 
some  districts  there  were  too  many 
schools  and  that  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  was  wasted  in  that  way.      He 


agreed  that  the  money  spent  on  some 

01     the    Queen's    Colleges    was  money 

wasted,  especially  in  Galway  and  Cork, 

where  the  whole  system  was  out  of  gear. 

In  Galway  and  Cork  they  had  in  the 

Queen's  Colleges  beautiful  buildings  and 

good  professors,  but  the  population  there 

I  would  have  very  little  to  do  with  them. 

I  In  those  centres  there  was  a  very  strong 

I  objection  to  any  colleges  with  no  religious 

I  teaching,  and  the  colleges  of  Galway  and 

I  Cork  were  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 

:  county  which  had    been  celebrated  for 

I  pride,  poverty,  and    devotion.    I!  the 

j  Queen's  Colleges  in   Galway  and  Cork 

were  conducted  in  a  Catholic  atmosphere 

they  would  have  a  very  large  college, 

whereas  now  they  were  practically  being 

;  conducted     without      many      students. 

I  The    model    schools    were    very     good 

where   they  were    used  for  educational 

j  purposes,  but  where  they  were  used  to 

,  fight  the  Catholics  they  were  a  waste  of 

j  public  funds.    The  Chief  Secretary  was 

I  nursing  the  Development  Grant,  and  he 

agreed  that  it  was  a  good  thing  to  have 

I  a  prudent  Chief  Secretary.    He  thought, 

:  however,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

I  was  pushing  things  too  far.    The  Chief 

I  Secretary   had  tried  to    settle  a  great 

j  many   questions,    and   he    hoped    that 

I  before  he  left  office  he  would  be  able  to 

give   the  teachers  of  Ireland  nearly  as 

I  much  as  they  got  in  England  and  Scot- 

I  land,  that  they  would  be  able  to  have  the 

schools  decently  warmed  and  with  better 

sanitary  arrangements,  even  if  the  Chief 

I  Secretary   gave   a  little   trouble  to  his 

I  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  said  he  took 

part  in  the  debate  for  two  reasons.     The 

first  was  because  he  wished  to  associate 

himself,    in    the    complaints    made    in 

regard  to  primary  education  in  Irehnd, 

I  with  the  Members  opposite.    The  second 

I  was    because    he    wished  to  dissociate 

j  himself  with  hon.  Members  opposite  when 

they  said  it  was  one  of  the  great  necessities 

I  for  Home  Rule. '  The  Chief  Secretary 

I  had   given  them  very  little  hope  this 

'  session,  if  any  at  all.     He  said  a   few 

I  weeks    ago,  in  reply  to  the    hon.  and 

learned    Member    for    Waterford,    who 

said  he  stood  there  to  ask   for  Home 

I  Rule,  that  he  stood  there  to  refuse  it. 

'  But  he  could  not  see  why  all  Irishmen, 

'  representing  all  parts,  could  not  unite  in 
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demandiDg  for  Ireland  something  that 
was  reasonable  and  necessary  without 
bringing  in  a  lot  of  questions  which  did  not 
concern  the  issue.  The  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Galway  went 
straight  to  the  root  of  the  question. 
The  hon.  Member  distinctly  stated  with- 
out reservation  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland 
would  not  have  anything  less  than 
denominational  education.  That  de- 
nominational education  they  felt  a  scruple 
about  giving  to  the  children  of  the  North 
of  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone,  who  had  gone  to  the  other  side 
of  the  House  to  have  a  look  at  him,  made 
a  statement  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  caused  him  to  turn  round  and  look 
very  sternly  at  him.  For  a  long  lime, 
he  said,  he  had  been  carried  away  on  the 
waves  because  of  a  belief  that  what  was 
necessary  for  Ireland  was  not  denomina- 
tional education,  and  he  found  it  was 
ab^lutely  essential  for  him  to  depart  from 
the  views  which  he  originally  held. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  What  I  said 
was  that  I  entered  this  House  a  resolute 
adherent  of  secular  education,  believing 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
provide  secular  education  and  the  Church 
would  provide  religious  education .  I  said 
I  had  been  swept  away.  First  of  all 
England  paid  tor  Roman  Catholic  educa- 
tion in  England,  and  Scotland  for  Roman 
Cat  holic  educ:ition  in  Scotland.  It  was 
possible  for  the  Irish  child  in  England  and 
Sqotland — Protestant  countries — to  re- 
ceive religious  education  at  the  expense 
of  the  State,  and  impossible  for  them  to 
receive  it  in  their  own  country. 

Mr.  SLOAN  said  the  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  did  not  alter  his 
opinion  of  what  he  had  said.  The  North 
of  Ireland  had  as  much  right  to  the 
attention  and  respect  of  the  House  as 
any  other  part  of  the  country.  No  man 
with  any  idea  of  how  h  child  should  be 
taught  could  go  to  a  national  school  in 
any  part  of  Ireland  without  deploring 
the  conditions  under  which  that  child 
had  to  be  educated.  Not  only  did  the 
Chief  Secretary  admit  that  the  sani- 
tary conditions  of  the  schools  were 
unsatisfactory,  as  well  as  the  average 
attendance,  which  was  necessary  in  order 
to  get  an  assistant  teacher,  but  the  very 

Mr.  Sloan. 


fact  that  these  children  were  victims  of  a 
foul  atmosphere  was  a  question  which 
ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  any 
Government  more  speedily  than  it  had 

I  engaged  the  attention  of  the  present  one. 
The  Development  Grant,  Fund,  the 
equivalent  of  which  was  allotted  to 
England  and  Scotland,  ought,  without  any 
quibbling,  to  be  devoted  to  primary  educa- 
tion in  Ireland,  not  kept  for  every  change 
that  took  place  in  the  mind  of  some 
company  like  the  Dingle  Railway  Com- 
pany when  it  wanted  to  claim  £10,000 
or  £20,000.  The  teachers  had  a  great 
grievance.  They  had  been  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded  this 

I  Motion,  who,  he  understood,  was  an 
expert  upon  the  injustices  which  teachers 
suffered  under.  Out  of  a  salary  of  about 
£50  or  £60  a  year  those  teachers  had 
sometimes  to  provide  necessities  for  the 
schools  of  which  they  were  the  principals, 
and  that  was  not  a  state  of  things  to 
encourage  -a  man  to  do  his  work  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  residue  grant 
which  had  been  spoken  of  was  never 
paid  until  about  four  months  after  it 
was  due.  He  had  often  questioned  the 
Chief  Secretary  about  this  grant,  and  his 
reply  was  that  it  could  not  be  paid  until 
the  31st  March.  After  that  they  heard 
at  the  Congress  of  the  National  School 

%  Teachers,  held  in  Belfast  in  the  Queen's 
College,  that  when  they  went  down 
to  the  post  office  there  was  no  money 
there  for  their  pay. 

He  was  not  going  to  say  very  much 
regarding  denominational  education  or 
the  ever- increasing  demand  for  Home 
Rule  for  Ireland.  It  was  sufficient 
for  him  to  say  that  he  had  always  tried 
to  do  his  part,  as  a  humble  individual, 
to  associate  himself  with  every  reform 
which  he  thought  and  believed  was 
for  the  good  of  Ireland,  at  the  same 
time  maintaining  his  own  principles. 
Not  only  had  they  to  consider 
Ireland  upon  this  question,  but  there 
was  also  a  large  section  of  English 
Protestants  who  had  to  be  considered 
upon  a  subject  which  might  arouse  a  great 
deal  of  hostility  in  the  future.  Cotild 
they  not  agree  upon  the  common  plat- 
form of  primary  education?  Had  they 
descended  so  low  that  they  could  not 
join  hands  to  help  the  Roman  Catholic 
and  the  Protestant  child  to  get  a  better 
education,  more  sanitary  schools,  and  to 
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place  the  teachers  on  a  better  footing  ? 
Could  not  secondary  and  technical  educa- 
tion go  up  by  leaps  and  bounds 
without  this  tremendous  canker  worm 
eating  the  vitals  out  of  every  debate  in 
this  House?  He  thought  the  Chief 
Secretary's  reply  had  a  disappointing 
tone  about  it,  because  another  session  of 
Parliament  would  have  to  pass  before 
he  could  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  this 
question.  He  had  concluded  from  the 
debate  that  it  was  the  intense  desire  of 
the  (Government  to  grapple  with  this  great 
question,  to  revolutionise  the  present 
system  of  education  in  Ireland,  and,  if 
they  got  the  opjiortunity,  to  bring  about 
a  reform  which  he  hoped  would  meet  with 
the  acceptance  of  all  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  Therefore  he  had  much 
pleasure  in  identifying  himself  with  the 
demand  made  upon  the  Grovemment. 


Db.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) 
said  that  for  twenty  years  he  had,  full  of 
despair,  watched  the  fortunes  of  the  Irish 
primary  schools.  It  was  a  pathetic 
thing  that  Ireland,  the  home  of  teaming 
in  the  dark  ages,  should  have  sunk  into 
its  present  position.  The  speech  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  was  the  most  hopeless 
to  which  he  had  listened  since  he  had 
been  a  Member  of  ParUament.  The  Re- 
ports of  the  Government  inspectors  indi- 
cated a  condition  of  things  with  respect 
to  school  buildings  which  should  not  be 
allowed  any  longer  to  continue.  With 
these  Reports  before  him,  what  was  the 
uiswer  of  the  Chief  Secretary?  The 
answer  was  that  it  would  take  i&40,000  to 
put  matters  straight.  Money  had  been 
found  for  things  less  urgent,  and  the 
money  must  be  found  for  matters  of  this 
sort.  The  fit  of  economy  had  come  rather 
late  in  regard  to  this  Government.  It 
would  have  beoi  well  for  the  country  if 
it  had  come  when  they  were  squandering 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds.  The 
Chief  Secretary  said  that  the  Irish  teacher 
could  be  dismissed  by  one  manager,  and  he 
askedt  so  long  as  that  was  the  case,  what 
was  the  use  6i  improving  his  position. 
Was  that  a  fsir  excuse  why  nothing 
could  be  done  ? 

M&.  WTNDHAM  said  the  hon.  Member 
had  misunderstood  what  he  stated. 


[  Dr.  MACNAMARA  said  something 
ought  to  be  done  at  once  in  regard  to 
'  this  matter.  Many  Irish  teachers  were 
I  personal  friends  of  his  own,  and  he 
wondered  at  the  marvels  they  had 
I  achieved  in  the  face  of  heart-breaking 
I  difficulties.  According  to  Mr.  Dale,  the 
.  minor  repairs  of  the  schools  in  the 
I  country  districts  were  often  done  by  the 
]  teacher.  The  Chief  Secretary  seemed 
cordially  to  agree  with  Mr.  Dale  in  his 
I  statement  that  the  most  vital  defect  in 
,  Irish  education  was  the  lack  of  any  local 
interest  in  the  conduct  of  the  schools 
\  except  among  the  clergy.  Mr.  Dale  went 
;  on  to  suggest  the  creation  of  local  authoii* 
!  ties  and  the  throwing  of  a  larger  finad- 
cial  burden  than  the  present  on  the 
locality.  Members  of  this  House  could 
probe  the  reason  for  the  indifierenoe  of 
Irish  parents  to  education  in  a  way 
which  would  not  become  a  public  official 
like  the  author  of  this  Report.  The 
I  reason  was  that  the  sjrstem  was  su^r- 
imposed  upon  them  from  the  outside. 
I  It  was  not  in  harmony  with  popular 
sentiment,  and  the  English  Government, 
I  whether  Tory  or  Liberal  had  to  learn  the 
lesson  that  an  educational  system  which 
might  be  suitable  to  England,  Wales,  or 
Scotland  was  not  necessarily  suit- 
able to  Ireland,  and,  if  he  might 
say  so  with  great  respect,  his 
compatriots  from  Ireland  had  to  learn 
that  the  converse  ako  was  true.  The 
Government  had  recognised  that  in 
dealing  with  Scotland.  A  Bill  had* been 
introduced  which  ccmceded  to  Scotland 
every  proposition  which  had  been 
denounoed  from  the  Treasury  Bench 
when  asked  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
Irish  race  had  wit  and  genius  in  which 
there  was  a  gold  mine.  The  Government 
should  cultivate  that  great  national  asset 
to  the  utmost  as  being  the  cheapest  and 
most  lasting  security  for  the  national 
prosperity  and  well-being. 

♦Mb.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  E.)  said 
he  had  been  a  teacher  for  forty  years, 
and  he  knew  something  about  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Committee.  His  belief 
was  that  the  Irish  national  system 
had  been  going  down  ainee  he  was  a 
young  lad  to  the  present  hoar.  Some 
people  might  say  that  he  was  what  was 
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called  in  the  Latin  langoage  laudator 
temporis  adi,  but  he  could  give 
leasons  for  stating  that  in  some  respects 
education  in  Ireland  was  better  in 
former  times  than  at  present.  For  the 
first  twenty  years  during  which  he  was 
a  teacher  he  had  no  difficulty  in  getting 
boys  who  had  a  knowledge  of  algebra, 
geometry,  mensuration,  and  trigono- 
metry, but  in  the  later  period  of  his 
professional  work  such  boys  could  not  be 
had  from  the  national  schools.  He  had 
also  had  some  experience  as  a  teacher  in 
America,  and  he  could  state  that  the 
salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  Ireland  did 
not  compare  favourably  with  those  paid 
in  that  country.  He  condemned  the 
present  system  which  required  an  average 
attendance  of  sixty  before  a  school  was 
entitled  to  a  second  teacher,  pointing 
out  that  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year, 
when  work  could  be  obtained  in  the 
fields,  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  children 
to  attend.  The  people  of  England  did 
not  know  how  things  stood  in  Ireland. 
There  was  a  class  of  people  in  the 
Augean  stables  called  Dublin  Castle 
who  were  no  better  than  blood- 
suckers or  vampires.  As  to  the  stafE- 
ing  of  the  schools  he  would  say  that 
they  required  a  great  many  more  teachers 
if  they  were  to  have  efficient  teaching. 
It  was  pitiful  to  see  the  children  as 
they  went  to  school  in  the  morning. 
Their  condition  was  almost  as  bad 
as  that  of  barbarians  in  Timbuctoo. 

Certain  promises  had  beeo  held  out  by 
the  Chief  Secretary ;  but  they  had  not  to 
deal  with  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  alone. 
There  was  the  dark  horse  behind  him, 
and  they  all  knew  that  it  was  hard  to 
break  an  old  horse  o£E  his  trot.  He 
did  not  say  that  in  any  contemptuous 
way,  but  only  repeated  it  as  a  common 
saying  in  Ireland.  He  denied  the  state- 
ment made  by  Dr.  Starkie  that  there 
was  a  lack  of  capability  or  want  of  ex- 
perience among  the  clerical  managers  of 
National  Schools  in  Ireland.  He  had  had 
more  than  forty  years  experience,  and  he 
knew  that  there  were  hundreds  of  men  of 
great  ability  who  were  interested  in  all 
that  concerned  education  and  schools. 
^  Some  of  the  ablest  linguists  and  logicians 
in  the  country  had  been  trained  in  the 
Catholic  Colleges  of  Ireland  in  Maynooth 
and  the  various  diocesan  Colleges.  He 
might  instance  the  present  Archbishop  of 

Mr  Lundan, 


Dublin,  whose  great  work  on  Theology, 
the  De  Ecdesia,  could  compare  favourably 
with  the  writings  of  Gury  or  Perroni. 
It  was  ec^y  to  talk  of  the  difficulty 
of  discovering  a  remedy;  but  the 
remedy  lay,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Scotland  Division  had  said,  in  Home 
Rule.  If  they  ruled  themselves,  they 
would  have  a  body  responsible  to  the 
people  to  manage  their  education  —  a 
body  composed  of  Bishops,  priests,  and 
laymen  among  whom  there  would  be  no 
bigotry.  He  hoped  that  the  Government, 
whether  of  to-day,  or  the  next  day,  would 
take  up  the  case  of  Irish  education,  which 
was  at  present  in  a  wretched  state. 
There  had  been  a  falling  off  in  national 
schools  for  a  considerable  time.  When 
he  was  a  pupil  there  were  as  many  boys 
in  the  school  in  which  he  was  taught 
who  had  a  knowledge  of  trigonometry 
as  there  were  now  in  the  whole  of  the 
National  Schools  of  all  Ireland.  He 
hoped  that  the  Motion  before  the  House, 
and  the  discussion  upon  it,  would  have 
some  effect,  and  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  endeavour  to  bring  round  his  col- 
leagues to  his  view  as  to  the  necessity 
of  an  immediate  improvement  of  the 
educational  system  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.)  said  that 
this  debate  had  been  looked  forward  to 
all  over  Ireland  with  great  interest,  and 
he  was  sure  that  there  would  be  dis- 
appointment with  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  when 
it  came  to  be  read.  It  was  certainly  ex- 
pected that  some  indication  would  have 
been  given  as  to  what  was  going  to  be  done 
in  regard  to  the  National  Education  Board. 
That  board  had  not  enabled  the  people  of 
Ireland  to  obtain  the  education  they 
wanted;  and  in  no  sense  could  it  be 
called  a  National  Board,  because  the 
education  given  under  thmr  Sjrstem  was 
anything  but  na  ional — it  was  anti- 
national.  That  was  shown  by  their 
attitude  in  regard  to  the  teaching  of  the 
Irish  language.  After  the  Government 
defeat  on  the  subject  five  weeks  ago,  he 
certainly  expected  that  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary would  have  told  them  to*night  what 
was  to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  teaching 
of  the  Irish  language  in  the  national 
schools ;  but  all  that  they  were  informed 
was  that  the  National  Board  had  not  yet 
made  up  its  mind  with  reference  to  that 
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important  fubject.  He  hoped  that  the 
Chief  Seeiietaiy  would  not  aJlowthe  anti- 
national  line  in  regard  to  the  Irish 
language,  taken  np  t^  the  boaid,  to  be 
continued.  A  few  weeks  ago  he  leferied 
to  the  STStem  of  teaching  music  in  die 
national  schools,  and  urged  that  a  proper 
87Btem  of  teaching  music  should  be  based 
npon  the  folk-songs  of  the  people. 
Since  then  a  small  school-book  had  been 
put  into  his  hands,  and  he  was  sorry  to 
see  only  ten  folk-songs  in  their  national 
language  in  the  collection.  He  main- 
taiiMd  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
National  Board  to  make  a  complete 
collection  of  national  folk-songs  for  use 
in  schools. 

Mm.  WOLFF  (Belfast,  E.)  said  he  had 
eeldom  listened  to  a  debate  in  which 
there  had  been  such  unanimity  of  abuse 
as  in  the  case  of  the  National  Education 
Board.  Every  hon.  Member  who  had 
spoken  declared  that  that  board  was  the 
cause  of  the  backward  state  of  education 
in  Ireland,  and  the  strongest  condemna- 
tion of  the  board  had  come  from  the 
rigjit  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
himself. 

Ma.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  devoted 
about  ten  minutes  of  his  speech  to  show- 
ing what  excellent  work  the  board  had 
done. 

Mb.  WOLFF  said  that  the  board  might 
have  had  excellent  intentions,  no  doubt, 
but  the  result  had  not  been  very  great. 
Bverybody  knew  that  primary  education 
in  Ireland  was  miles  behind  that  of 
England  fand  Scotland,  and  there  was  no 
<dianoe  of  an  alteration  being  made  unless 
the  system  was  altogether  changed.  The 
Chief  Secretary  had  said  that  there  was  no 
money ,buthe  agreed  with  the  hon.Member 
for  Camber  well  that  that  was  no  excuse 
whatever.  If  the  state  of  the  primary 
schools  was  such  as  Mr.  Dale  had  shown 
it  to  be,  then  the  people  of  Scotland  and 
England  would  be  the  very  first  to  say 
tiiat  the  money  must  be  found  to  remedy 
the  existing  state  of  affairs.  His  own 
belief  was  that  a  child  ought  to  be  able 
to  go  from  the  meanest  cottage  in  the  land 
to  a  primary  school,  then  to  an  inter- 
mediate school,  next  to  pass  to  a 
secondary    school,  and    finally  to    the 


University  without  a  single  penny  of 
expense.  That  was  his  ideal,  and  it  had 
been  carried  out  in  Germany  and  America; 
but  in  the  meantime  they  must  tackle 
primary  education  in  an  efficient  manner. 
That  could  not  be  done  until  they  had  an- 
other kind  of  Education  Board  for  Ireland. 
He  WM  disappointed  more  than  he  could 
say  at  the  sposch  of  the  Chief  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  (Sentkman  might  have 
given  the  House  some  idea  of  what  he 
intended  to  do.  He  would,  howerer, 
take  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  assur- 
ance that  he  intended  to  do  something, 
and  in  the  hope  and  expectation  of  that 
he  should  support  the  Government  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) 
said  he  would  not  go  into  the  details  of 
the  complaints  they  had  to  make  against 
the  present  system  of  education  in  Ire- 
land. Irish  education  was  in  such  a 
chaotic  condition  that  it  was  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  it  required  amendment, 
and  yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
was  charged  with  the  duty  of  governing 
Ireland  in  educational  matters  had  just 
told  the  House  that  he  had  not  quite 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  necessity  of 
carrying  out  this  educational  reform  this 
session.  At  such  a  late  hour  he  was 
going  to  detain  the  House  only  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  the  fact  that  in  every  country  in 
the  world  at  the  present  moment  educa- 
tion was  regarded  as  the  most  important 
factor  of  national  progress.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers knew  what  was  being  done  in  this 
matter  in  Germany,  France,  Switzerland, 
and  every  other  Continental  country. 
Those  who  had  read  the  Moseley  Educa- 
tion Committee's  Report  would  be  able  to 
contrast  what  was  put  forward  there  with 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  in  regard  to  Ireland,  and 
they  could  compare  his  policy  with  what 
had  been  done  in  America.  In  America 
£60,000,000  a  year  was  devoted  to  educa- 
tion from  the  State  resources,  and  local 
contributions  were  made  most  liberally. 
American  millionaires  also  devoted  a 
large  amount  of  their  spare  money  to  the 
purpose  of  education;   but  when    they 

(>leaded  the  cause  of  education  for  Ire- 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  them 
that  he  had  no  time  this  session  to  con- 
sider it,  and  no  money  to  devote  to  such 
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a  purpose.  He  considered  that  that  was  remedies  for  them  in  the  country  they 
a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  things,  and  j  governed,  and  if  they  were  not  capable 
that  the  subject  was  deserving  of  more  I  of  carrying  out  those  duties  they  ought 


careful  consideration  than  it  appeared  to 
have  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  dissented. 

Mr.    field    said    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  had  his  opinion  on  this  matter, 


I  to  permit  other  men  to  take  on  those 
responsibilities.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  result  of  this  debate  would  be  re- 
ceived with  the  greatest  posaible 
disappointment  in  Ireland.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  try 
to  solve  this  problem.  He  agreed  that 
the  different  forms  of  education  ought  to 


and  he  had  his,  and  after  the  report  of  \  ^^  co-ordinated  the  one  with  the  other, 
this  debate  had  appeared  in  the  papers  ^^^  ^-^^^  ^y^^^  ^^^j^  ^^^  approach  it  in  a 
he  would  see  who  was  right.  It  was  the  |  piecemeal  fashion.  He  urged  upon  the 
duty  of  the  Government  which  took  upon  Q^^3j^^j3^^  ^^^  immediate  necessity 
itself  the  function  of  governing  Ireland  ^^  'reconsidering  this  question,  which 
to  do  it  in  a  proper  manner  according  to  ^^  ^^^  ^f  ^j^^  ^^3^  pressing  of  Irish 
the  needs  and  exigencies  of  the  time,  grievances.  All  Irish  representatives 
Education  was  a  most  important  matter  |  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^  ^^le  absolute  importance 
for  any  country,  for  the  real  progress  of  ^^  primary  education  in  IreUnd.  He 
a  country  depended  upon  its  education,  y^^^^  ^^^^  g^^^^  attempt  would  be  made 
They  had  been  told  by  the  Chief  Secre-  ^  formulate  a  sensible  co-ordinated 
tary  that  they  must  wait.  He  would  pi^^  ^o  put  an  end  to  the  present 
not  go  at  length  into  all  the  details  of  chaotic  condition  of  education  in  Ireland, 
the  defects  of  Irish  education,  but  he  ; 


would  ask  what  wss  the  Govern- 
ment for  ?  What  were  Ministers 
paid  for  ?  The  function  of  a  Government 
was  to  unravel  difficulties  and  to  provide 


Question  put. 

The  I  House     divided :— Ayes,     172; 
Noes,  118.    (Division  List  No.  82.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwrigbt,  John  Stanhope 
ArnoId.For8ter,Rt.Hn.HughO. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey -Fletcher,Rt.Hon.SirH. 
Bailey,  Jamee  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarree,  Lord 

Balfour,  Rt.Hon.A.  J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,RtHn.GeraldW.(Leed8 
Baliour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch, 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathnrst,  Hon.  AlienBenjamm 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Bond,  Edward 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick.  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 

Mi\  FieliL 


AYES. 

Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Ocil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive  Captain  Percy  A. 
Ck>ates,  Kdwaid  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  E. 
CoUinss,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,Rt  Hon.  Sir  JohnC.  R. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Craig,Charles  Curtis  (Antrim,S. 
Cross,  Alexander(Gla8gow) 
C^oss,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dairy m pie.  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield 


I  Doughty,  George 

Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  Aj^Akers 
;  Duke,  Henry  Edward"       iak.' 
Dyke  Rt.Hon.Sir  William  Hart 
\  Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
i  Faber,  George  Deniaon  (York 
I  Fergu88on,RtHn.SirJ.(Manc'r> 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehumt 
!  Finch,  Rt  Hon.  George  H. 
'  Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyn» 
!  Fison,  Frederick  William 
;  Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
\  Forster,  Heniy  William 
GaDoway,  William  Johnaon 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gordon,  Hn.J.£.(£lgin^{^aiim> 
Gordon,Maj£van6.(riH*mleta 
Gore,Hn  G.R.COrmsby -(Salop 
Graham, Henry  Robert 
Greene,Henry  D. (Shrewsbury) 
Greene, W.  Raymond  (Oambft.) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
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<trettoii«  John 
Ooedt*  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
I  ramiltoiiyMarq.of  (L'nd'nderry 
flare,  ThomaK  Leigh 
flanl8,F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th) 
Harris^Dr.  Predk,  R.  (Dulwich) 
HasleiC  Sir  James  Horner 
Hay,  Hon.  Clande  George 
Heai^  ArthnrHowardCH&nley 
Heath,  James  (Stafford8.N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augaotns 
Hender8on,SirA.  (Staffed, W.) 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hogg.  Lindsay 

Hope^.F.(Sheffield,  Brightside 
f  Tonlt,  Joseph 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Clayerhoaee 
Jeffreys,  Rt Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Keswick,  William 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawieiice,SirJoseph(Monm*th) 
Lawson, JohnGrant(  Yorks.  N.  R 
Tioe,  Arthnr  B.(  Hant8.,Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
TiOokwood,  lient-Cc^  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,S) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Locas,ReginaldJ.(  Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona,  John  Chimming 
Hadver,  Dayid  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 


M*iv©r,SirLe  wis  ( EdinburghW. 
Malcolm,  Ian' 

Martin,  Richard  B^ddulph  ' 

'  Maxwell,RtHn.SirH.E.(Wig'tn  ' 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham  > 
Milner,  Rt.flon.SirFrederiokG.  ' 
Milvain,  Thomas  i 

Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants.)  i 
Morgan,  DavidJ.  ( Wal  tha  ms  to  w 
MOTton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,Rt.Hn.  A.Graham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry)  { 
Myers,  Wiltiam  Henry 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Parker,  Sir  GUbert  j 

Poabe,  HerbertPike(DarUngton 
Percy,  Earl  | 

Pier  point,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  G^rge  , 

Pryoe-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward  , 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Sir.  Frederick  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock)  | 

Ridley,  Hon,M.W.(Staly bridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Green  i 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Round,  Rt  Hon.  James  ' 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux         ' 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
SapkviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford   ! 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry  ' 


Sharpa,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.( Hertford, East) 
Smith,  H.C(North'mb.Tyne8ide 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
S  tanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  ( Somerset) 
Stanley,  Rt.Hon.  Lord( Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M*Taggart 
StirUng-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
StruU,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austen  (East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemaohe,  Henry  James 
Tomiinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
TuflF,  Charles 
Take,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  WilKam  HaU 
Walrond,Rt.  Hn.  SirWilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C  E. 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashtonund.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
WiU«on-Todd,Sir  W.  H.( Yorks.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Georro 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W.  H. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.  E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Barry,  £.  (Cork,  S.) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

Bolaad,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Burke,  B.  Haviland 

Cakiwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Oauston,  Richard  Knight 

Oiwl^,  Frederick 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cromer,  William  Randal 

CulUnan,  J. 

Dakiel,  James  Henry 

Delany,  William 

I)evlin,CharlesRam8ay(Galway 

DevUn,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Bobbie,  Joseph 

Doogan,  P.  C 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Edwards,  Frank 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  Samoel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Field,  WiUiam 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 
Glad8tone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hammond,  John 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jone8,William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kilbride.  Denis 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 

Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
MacNoill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'C^Sme,  G^rge 


M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Killop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 

McLaren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 

M  insfield,  Horace  Rendali 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy,  John 
,  Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
'  Nolan,  CoI.JohnP.  (Galway.N.) 
,  Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

0'Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid) 
I  O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Connor,  Jame8(Wicklow,W. ) 
I  O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'DonneU,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
!  0'Kelly,James(Ro8common,N. 
i  O'Malley,  William 

0'M»»ra,  James 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 
J  Pease,  J.  A.  (SafiEron  Walden) 
1  Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
I  Price,  Robert  John 
,  Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
i  Redmond,  William  (dare) 
'  Rigg,  Richard 
1  Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

RusseU,  T.  W. 

Samuel*  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
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Sarnuei,  S.  Vi.  (Whitchapel) 
SchwaDD,  Charles  £. 
Shacfcleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  £dw.  (Staffoid) 
Sheehan*  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Scares,  Ernest  J. 


Spencer,RtHn.  C.R.(NorthantB 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor.  Theodore  C.  (Radoliffe; 

Thomas,David  Alired(Merthyr) 

Ure,  Alexander 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 


Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittoker,  Thomas  Pahner 
Wilson,Fred.W.  (Norfolk,fifid.) 
Wilson,  Heniy  J.  (York,  W.R) 
Young,  Samuiel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Sir 
Thomas  Esmoodeand  Cap- 
tain Donelan. 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 

*Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
called  attention  to  the  congestion  in 
certain  areas  in  the  Highland  crofting 
counties;  and  urged  that  more  adequate 
arrangements  should  be  made  by  the 
CJongested  Dis'ricts  Board  for  the 
settlement  of  the  people  on  the  land. 
The  condiuons  of  life  in  the  Island  of 
Lewis  were,  he  said,  becoming  worse 
every  year.  No  land  had  been  secured, 
and  nothbg  was  being  done.  Access 
to  the  land  was  the  one  thing  needful. 
The  congestion  was  greater  than  ever,  and 
the  number  of  houses  in  which  the  cattle 
and  occupants  were  separated  merely 
by  a  handraU  or  low  partition  had  not 
decreased.  The  people  of  this  country  had 
no'idea  of  the  terrible  conditions  under 
which  people  in  the  Island  of  Lewis 
had  to  live,  and  he  considered  that  the 
Government  were  to'  blame  for  not 
taking  action.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  to  take 
steps  to  alter  this  state  of  things. 
The  farms  should  be  broken  up  and 
arrangements  should  be  made  with  the 
proprietor  of  the  island,  who,  he  be- 
lieved, was  prepared  to  come  to  terms. 
He  had  been  unable  to  get  information 
from  the  Scottish  Office  as  to  whether 
any  negotiations  were  in  progress.  When 
he  asked  what  steps  were  being  taken,  he 
was  advised  to  wait.  Well,  he  had  done  so 


for  a  good  many  years,  and,  so  far  as  he 
could  ascertain,  the  authorities  were  still 
doing  nothing.  Why  did  not  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  make  an  effort  to 
secure  some  of  these  farms?  Why  did 
they  not  make  arrangements  for  migra- 
tion schemes  ?  It  was  very  painful  for 
him  to  have  to  raise  this  question  time 
after  time.  The  people  in  the  Highlands 
wanted  access  to  the  land  in  order  Ihat 
they  might  earn  their  living  from  it,  and 
they  ought  not  to  be  penned  up  as  they 
were  in  abominable,  and  insanitary  huts. 
Deer  forests  were  being  extended  through- 
out the  Western  Highlands.  Whenever 
the  lease  of  a  farm  ran  out,  the  farm  w<is 
converted  into  a  Ax^t  forest,  and  thus  the 
chances  of  the  people  of  securing  hold- 
ings were  daily  being  minimised.  Yet 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  sat  with 
f oUed  arms  and  did  nothing !  liCt  them 
remember  that  there  were  no  industries 
in  that  part  of  the  country — there  were 
no  mills  and  no  factories,  and  the  fishing 
industry  had  been  ruined  by  iUegal 
trawling,  which  had  been  carried  on  to 
an  alarming  extent  all  around  the  coasts. 
The  poverty  of  the  people  was  most 
distressing.  Let  hon.  Members  go  and 
see  for  themselves,  and,  if  they  did  that» 
he  was  convinced  that  they  would  soon 
force  the  Congested  Districts  Board  to 
take  action. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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SUPPLY 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  JbffBets  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1904-5. 

Glass  L 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £35,500,  be 
granted  to  His  Blajesty,  to  complete  the 
som  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which 
win  come  in  coarse  of  payment  daring 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1905,  for  expenditure  in  respect 
of  Royal  Palaces." 

Mr.  DAI.ZnSL  (Kirkcaldy,  Burghs) 
moved  to  report  Progress  on  the  ground 
that  an  understanding  had  been  arrived  at, 
that  no  Votes  should  be  taken  that  night, 
and  that  the  Qovemment  should  content 
themselves  with  getting  the  Army 
(Annual)  Bill  through. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'•  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."  —  (Mr. 
Dahid.) 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.)  said  he  believed  that  that  was  the 
arrangement. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  said  he  should  like  to 
know  how  far  the  (Jovemment  proposed 
to  proceed  with  the  Army  (Annual)  Bill, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  ]^the  custom- 
ary circular  with  reference  to  the 
measure  had  not  been  distributed  to 
Members.  He  hoped  they  would  not 
press  the  Third  Reading  that  night. 


The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  A. 
AcLAND-HooD,  Somersetshire,  Welling- 
ton) said  they  would  be  content  if  they 
got  the  Committee  stage  that  night,  and 
he  would  put  down  the  Third  Reading  for 
to-morrow. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  in  the 
Chair.] 

Clause  4:— 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (I^anarkshire,  Mid) 
proposed  the  insertion  of  words  with  a 
view  to  the  correction  of  an  apparent 
error.  The  Clause  referred  to  the  Army 
(Annual)  Act  of  1881 .  But  that  Act  had 
been  amended  in  several  instances' in 
recent  years,  and,  in  order  to  make  the 
clause  clear,  he  ventured  to  suggest  the 
necessity  of  introducing  the  words  as 
amended  by  the  Army  (Annual)  Acts. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*In  a«use  4,  page  3,  line  10,  after  the  word 
'  Act  *  to  add  the  words  '  as  amended  by  the 
Army  (Annual)  Acts.'  ''^Mr,  CaidwU,) 

Question  proposed  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Abnold-Forster,  Belfast^ 
W.)  said    he  had   no   objection  to  the 
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Amendment,  although  he  did  not  know 
it  was  altogether  necessary.    The  Army 
^Annual)  Act  was  reprinted  in  1901,  and  i 
that,  he  was  advised,  was  the  Act  that  { 
was  really  now  being  amended.  ' 

Mr.  CALDWELL :    Then  put  in  the  ' 
words,    "As    amended    by    the    Army 
< Annual)  Act,  1901." 

Amendment,  as  amended,  put,  and 
jtgreed  to. 

On  Clause  8  :— 

Mr.  DALZDSL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
Asked  for  some  information  as  to  the 
object  of  the  clause.  Was  it  proposed  to 
Teduce  the  compulsory  allowance  by  a 
soldier  to  his  wife  from  Is.  to  6d.  per 
4ay? 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  No.  The 
object  is  to  enable  the  allowance  to  be 
increased,  not  reduced. 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  That  shows  the 
-difficulties  caused  by  our  not  having  the 
Bill  before  us. 

i    Clause  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

i 

**  In  Clatise  9,  page  4,  line  6,  after  the  word  I 
-*  Act,*  to  add  the  words  *  As  amended  by  the 
Army  (Annnal)  Act,  1891.'  '*—(Mr.  Caldwell,)     ' 

I 
Question  proposed  '*  That  those  words 

be  there  added."  | 

I 
! 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  said  he 
would  not  oppose  the  Amendment,though 
he  considered  it  to  be  mere  surplusage. 
They  were  now  amending  the  1901  Act, 
^hich  no  doubt  amended  the  1891  Act. 

Mr.  Arnold-Forster. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  pointed  out  that  the 
words  dealt  with  in  this  clause  were  not 
contained  in  the  1901  Act,  but  were  to 
be  found  in  the  1891  Act.  The  Com- 
mittee must  amend  the  Statute,  and  not 
rely  merely  upon  printed  copies  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  bringing  the  Act  up  to 
date,  and  issued  solely  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  service. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir 
Robert  Finlat,  Inverness  Burghs) 
said  that  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  look  at  the  Army  Act,  1885,  he 
would  find  there  a  provision  that  the 
Army  Act  should  always  be  available 
as  amended  by  any  subsequent  Act. 
The  present  Bill  referred  to  the  Army 
Act,  which,  read  by  the  light  of  the 
Statute  of  1885,  meant  the  Army  Act 
of  1881  as  amended  by  any  subsequent 
Statute.  Therefore  the  Amendment  was 
unnecessary. 

Mr  CALDWELL  said  the  reference 
in  the  Act  of  1885  was  a  different  thing 
altogether. 

Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  the  Amend- 
ment was  quite  unnecessary,  but  in  order 
to  save  time  he  would  accept  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported;  as  ^amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made,   and   Question,    ''That 
this   House  do  now  adjourn "    {Sir   A . 
Adand-Hood)  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at   nineteen    mmiitea 
before  Twelve  o'clock. 
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FetUions. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  19<A  AprU,  1904. 

SAT  FIRST. 

The  Loid  Abinger  sat  first  in  Parlia- 
snent  after  thd  death  of  his  kinsman. 


{19  April  1904} 


Petitions, 


i7S 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

.  Sonth  Shields  Gas  Bill.  Read  2^  and 
J  committed.  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
J  poflod  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

s     Kettering  Improvement  Bill.    Read  2»» 
and  committed. 

g  Barrow-in-Pumess  Corporation  Bil* 
J  [h.l.];  Sontiiport  and  Lytham  Tram- 
I  road  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Bead  3^,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
«^  Commons. 

I     Hetropcditan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill.    Brought  from  the  Commons. 

I,     Birkdale  Improvement  Bill;  Brixham 
^  Gfas  Bill;  Soothill  Nether  Urban  District 
Tramways    Bill;    8outhend-on-8ea  Gas 
Bill;    St.  Harylebone  Electric  Lighting 
Bill;  Acton  Improvement  Bill;  Charing 
Cross,  Enston,  and  Hampstead  Railway 
Bill;    Colney  Hatch  Gas  Bill;    London 
and  North- Western  Railway  Bill ;  Mid- 
land Railway  Bill.    Brought  from  th? 
Commons;   read  1»;  and  referred  to  the 
:  Examiners. 
\ 

'^  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway 
^Bill  [h.l.];  Young  and  Bell's  Patents 
i  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned  from  the  Commons' 
;  agreed  to. 

:  Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts  Amfend- 
:  ment  Bill.  Returned  from  the  Commons 
'  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Ulster  Electric  Power  Bill 
Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill 
Lothians  Electric  Power  Bill  ,xx.i.. 
Derbyshire  and  Nottinfi;ham8hire  Electric 
Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Belfast  and  North- 
East  Ireland  Electricity  and  Power  Gas 
BiU  Ih.l.];  Clyde  Valley  Electrical 
Power  Biir[H.L.]  ;  Buxton  Urban  District 
CouncU  Bill  [h.l.];  Derwent  VaUey 
Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.].  Report  from 
the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the 
Lord  Ellenborough  be  proposed  to  the 
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House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of 
the  Lord  Estcourt ;  read,  and  agreed  ta 

Bridlington  Corporation  Bill  [H.r^J; 
Bristol  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.];  Ebbw 
Vale  Urban  District  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Harrogate  Waterworks  Tramroad  BiU 
rH.L.] ;  Leeds  Corporation  (Waterworks) 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.];  Llanelly  Harbour 
Bill  [h.l.1;  Belfast  Corporation  (Tram- 
ways) Bill  [h.l  ] ;  Holywood  Tramways 
Bill  {h.l.]  ;  Metropolitan  District  Rail- 
way Bill  Th.l.].  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  the  Lord  Barry- 
more  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a 
member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Boston  ; 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.].  A  Bill 
to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Education  under  the  Educa- 
tion Acts,  1870  to  1903,  to  enable  the 
School  Board  for  London  to  put  in  force 
the  Lands  Clauses  Acts — Was  presented 
by  the  Lord  President  (The  Eari  Vane 
[M.  Londonderry]);  read  1»;  to  be 
printed ;  and  roferred  to  the  Examiners. 
(No.  43.) 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
Bill.  Read  1»;  to  be  printed;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners.     (No.  44.) 


PETITIONS, 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS. 

Petitions  against  restriction  of  the 
discretionary  power  of  magistrates  to 
grant  licences ;  of  Manchester,  Salford, 
and  District  Temperance  Union;  Eccles 
Free  Church  Council ;  Eccles  Congrega- 
tional Church.  .  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (QUAUPIOATION 
OF  WOMEN)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Petition  in  favour  of;  of  the  St. 
Pancras  Corporation.  Read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  (METRIC 
SYSTEM)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Petitions  in  favour  of;  of  the  Town, 
City,  and  County  Councils  of  Bethnal 
Green;  Beverley;  Bootle;  Burnley; 
Cardiff;  Chester;    Croydon;    Dawsbury; 
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Dover;  Qateshead;  Longton;  Hiddles- 
boroagh;  Neath;  Poole  and  others; 
Reading ;  Bichmond  (Surrey) ;  Rochdale ; 
Scarborough ;  Shoreditch ;  Stoke  Newing- 
ton;  Swindon;  Worcester;  Fulham; 
St.  Pancras;  Wiltshire;  Edinburgh 
School  Board;  Sheffield  Federated  Trades 
Council;  Bamsgate  and  District  In- 
corporated Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Bdmburgh  and  Leith  Licensed  Grocers 
Association;  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
etc.,  signing ;  Persons  signing.  Read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS.  REPORTS,  ETC. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  tbie  following  Papers  having 
been  commanded  to  be  presented  to  this 
House  by  His  Majesty  had  been  so  pre- 
sented on  the  following  dates  by  delivery 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  pursuant 
to  Standing  Order  No.  CXI.,  viz : — 

POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  K^LIEF 
(SCOTLAND). 

Report  of  a  Departmental  Committed, 
appointed  by  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  for  Scotland,  to  inquire  into  the 
s3^Btem  of  poor  law  medical  reUef,  and 
into  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
tnanagement  of  poorhouses ;  with  supple- 
ment. (March  30.) 

COOLIE  IMMIGRATION. 
Immigration   Ordinances  of  Trinidad 
and  British  Guiana.  (March  30.) 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)  1902  (PART  I.  CRIMINAL 
STATISTICS). 

Statistics  relating  to  criminal  pro- 
ceedings, police,  coroners,  prisons,  re- 
formatory and  industrial  schools,  and 
criminal  lunatics,  for  the  year  1902. 
(AprU  7.) 

EDUCATION. 
Lists  of  public  elementary  schools  and 
training  coUeges  under  the  administration 
of  the  Board,  1903-4.  (April  7.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(IRELAND). 

Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
March,  1903.  (April  7.) 


TRADE  REPORTS— I.  MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES. 

No.  604.  Belgium  (Canak  and  other 
navigable  waterways). 

No.  605.  Italy  (Changes  in  the  distri- 
bution of  works  of  art  in  the  Royml 
Galleries  of  Florence).    (April  7.) 

No.  606.  Africa  (Prospects  of  growing 
cotton  in  the  East  Africa  Protectorate). 
(April  9.) 

No.  607.  Africa  (Country  produce  traffie 
on  the  Uganda  Railway).    (April  13.) 

II.  ANNUAL  SERIES. 
No.  3135.     West  Africa  (Report  on  the 
trade  of  Liberia).    (April  9.) 

TRINIDAD. 
Further  papers  relating  to  the   dia- 
turbances  at  Port  of   Spain,  Trinidad, 
in    March,   1903.    (In   continuation    of 
[Cd.  1661],  July,  1903.)    (April  8.) 

EGYPT,  Na  1  (1904). 
Reports  by  His  Majesty's  Agent  and 
Consul-Genaral  on  the  finances,  adminia- 
tration,  and  condition  of  Egypt  and  the 
Soudan  in  1903.    (April  8.) 

PRISONS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1877. 
Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  tiie 
Prison  Commissioners  for  Scotland,  being 
the  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  Prisona 
in  Scotland.    (April  12.) 

FRANCE,  No.  1  (1904). 
Despatch  to  His    Majesty's    Ambas- 
sador at  Paris,  forwarding  agreements 
between  Great   Britain  and  France  of 
8th  April,  1904.    (April  12.) 

LICENSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1908. 

Ta*bles  showing  the  constitution  of 
county,  district,  and  burgh  licensing 
courts.    (April  13.) 


LUNACY  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 
Forty-sixth    Annual    Report   of 
(General    Board    of    Commissioners 
Lunacy  for  Scotland.     (April  13.) 


the 
in 


ROYAL    OBSERVATORY,  EDINBURGH. 

Fourteenth  Annual  Report  ol  tbft 
Astronomer  Royal  for  Sootiand.  (ApicU 
13.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Apto 


481 


Beturm, 


{19  April  1904} 


Reports^  <tc. 


482^ 


AGRARIAN  OFFENCES  (PROVINCES) 
(IRELAND). 

Betwn  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  Decern- 
ber»1903.    (April  IS.) 

INDLA  (LAND  REVENUE). 
Statement    showing    the    number  of 
processes    issued  against  land  revenue 
defaolters  daring  die  year  1901-1902. 
(April  13.) 

BIRTHS,    DEATHS,    AND    MARRIAGES, 
AND  VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Forty -ninth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Kegistrar-General  in  Scotland  for  the 
year  1903,  and  Thirty  -  ninth  Annual 
Report  on  Vaccination.    (April  13.) 

POOR    LAW    MEDICAL    RELIEF. 
(SCOTLAND). 

Report  of ^  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  Scotland;  Volume  II.  con- 
taining minutes  of  evidence,  appendices, 
and  index.    (April  15.) 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1897. 

Sixtii  Report  of  the  (Congested  Districts 
(Scotland)  Board  to  the  Secretary  lor 
Scotland.    (April  15.) 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  3136.  Netherlands  (Amsterdam). 
No.  3137.  Germany  (Pomerania). 

CHARITY  COMMISSIONERS  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES). 

Fifty-first  Report 

INDIA  (OFFICIAL  SECRETS). 
India    Official   Secrets    (Amendment) 
Ad^  1904. 

EXPLOSIVES. 

(Explosion  at  the  Factory  of  Messrs. 
Curtis  and  Harvey,  Limited,  Faversham, 
Kent).  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  D^artment  by  Captain 
H.  B.  Lloyd,  His  Majesty's  Inispector  of 
Explosives,  on  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing an  explosion  of  gunpowder  which 
occurred  in  the  mixing  house  of  the 
hctory  of  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Harvey, 


limited,  at  the  Marsh,  Faversham,  on 
the  2nd  February,  1904. 

(Explosion  at  the  Factory  of  Messrs. 
Curtis  and  Harvey,  limited,  at  Cliffe, 
Kent).  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  by  Captain 
A.  P.  H.  Desborough,  His  Majesty's 
Inspector  of  Explosives,  on  the  circum- 
stances attending  an  accident  which 
occurred  in  the  drying  house  for  nitro- 
cotton  at  the  Factory  of  Messrs.  Curtis 
and  Harvey,  Limited,  at  Cliffe,  Kent,  on 
the  4th  February,  1904. 

EMIGRATION  STATISTICS  (IRELAND). 
Report  and  Tables  for  the  year  1903. 

BRITISH  COTTON  CULTIVATION. 
Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  on 
cotton  cultivation  in  the  British  Empire 
and  in  Egypt,  by  Professor  Wyndham 
Dunstan,  F.R.S.,  Director  of  theLnperial 
Institute  at  South  Kensington. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Orders,  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Trade : — 

I.  Authorising  the  construction  of  light 
railways — 

(1.)  In  the  parishes  of  Arkley, 
Bamet  Vale,  Chipping  Bamet, 
Bushey  Rural,  Bushey  Urban,  and 
Watford  Urban,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford. 

(2.)  In  the  urban  and  rural  dis* 
tricts  of  Rugby,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick. 

(3.)  From  St.  Osyth  to  Clacton- 
on-Sea,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  in 
the  rural  district  of  Tendring,  and 
the  urban  district  of  Clacton. 

(4.)  In  the  Borough  of  Leicester 
and  in  the  rural  districts  of  Barrow* 
upon-Soar,  and  of  Market  Bosworth^ 
in  the  county  of  Leicester. 

II.  Transferring  to  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Bradford 
the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Nidd 
Valley  Light  Railway  Company  by  the 
Nidd  Valley  Light  Railway  Order,  1901, 
and  amending  that  Order. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (COMMITTEE 
ON  THE  MODEL  COURSE  OF  PHYSI- 
CAL  EXERCISES). 

Report  of  the  Inter-Departmental 
Committee  on  the  model  course  of 
physical  exercises. 

Presented  (by  Conmiand),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN  ENGLAND). 

Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  Englard, 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  of 
Parliament  chargeable  on  the  revenues 
of  India,  outstanding  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  half-year  ended  on  the  31st 
March,  1904,  with  the  rates  of  interest 
and  total  amount  payable  thereon,  etc. 

TRINIDAD. 

Amended  prison  rule  relating  to  in- 
dentured immigrants  sentenced  to  hard 
labour. 
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LOCOMOTIVES  ON  HIGHWAYS  ACT,  1896; 
MOTOR  CAR  ACT,  1903. 

The  Motor  Gars  (Use  and  Construction) 
(Scotland)  Order,  1904. 

The  Motor  Car  RegLstration  and  Licens- 
ing (Scotland)  Order.  1903. 

FBRTILI8BRS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS 
ACT,  1898. 

Amended  regulations  made  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Instruction  for  Ireland. 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  FUND 
(IRELAND). 

Order  transferring  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
for  Ireland  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland 
in  respect  of  the  portion  of  the  fund 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department 
by  the  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
struction (Ireland)  Act,  1S99. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894 
TO  1903. 

Hull  (Channel  Islands  Animals)  Landing 
Place  Order  of  1904. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (WELSH  INTER- 
MEDIATE  EDUCATION  ACT,  1889). 

Report  to  the  Board  of  Education  on 
the  administration  of  schools  under  the 
Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  18S9. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCES  AND 
ANNUITIES. 

Account  of  aU  moneys  received  on 
account  of  contracts  for  the  grant  of 
deferred  life  annuities,  and  for  payments 
on  death,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
27  and  28  Victoria,  chap.  43,  45  and  46 
Victoria,  chap.  61,  and  50  and  51  Victoria, 
■chap.  40,  and  of  the  disposal  thereof,  and 
of  the  contracts  made  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  190d. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS. 

Orders  made  by  the  county  councils  of 
Hertford,  altering  certain  polling  dis- 
tricts in  the  Western  or  Watford  Parha- 
mentary  Division ;  and  Lancaster,  alter- 
ing certain  polling  districts  in  the 
Olitheroe  and  Westhoughton  Parlia- 
mentary Divisions, 


LOCAL  BANKRUPTCY  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1888. 

Order  in  Council,  dated  24th  March, 
1904,  adding  the  county  of  Armagh  to 
the  district  assigned  to  tiie  Belfast  Local 
Bankruptcy  Court. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  up  to  the  31st  December,  1903, 
and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Light  Rail- 
way Conunissioners  up  to  the  same  date. 

EGYPTIAN  GUARANTEED  LOAN  OF  1885. 
Account  up  to  31st  March,  1904. 

GREEK  LOAN  OF  1898. 
Accounts  up  to  31st  March,  1904. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  minute,  dated  13th  Apri]« 
1904,  declaring  that  David  Gray,  leading 
hand  of  fitters.  Royal  Gun  Factory,  War 
Office,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil 
Service  certificate  through  inadvertence 
on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  Depart- 
ment. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Moved,  That  Standing  Older  No.  XXI. 
be  considered  in  oider  to  its  being  sus- 
pended for  tiiis  day's  sitting  (The  Earl  of 
Haidwicke);  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
accordingly.  Then  it  was  moved  that 
the  Motion  on  East  Indian  Revenues 
(Tibet)  do  have  precedence  of  the  Order 
of  the  Day  which  stands  before  it  (The 
Earl  of  Hardwicke);  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  accordingly. 


ANGLO-FRENCH  AGREEMENT. 
Earl  SPENCER :  My  Lords,  I  have 
given  private  notice  to  the  noble  Mar- 
quess the  Leader  of  the  House  of  a  Ques- 
tion which  I  wish  to  put  to  him  before 
tiie  ordinary  business  begins.  As  a  rule, 
by  the  custom  of  this  country,  the  duty 
of  the  Opposition  is  to  criticise  generally 
the  acts  of  the  Government.  It  is  not 
often  that  an  Opposition  can  give  un- 
stinted congratulation  on  any  action 
it  may  take.  I  rejoice  to  thmk  there 
are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  the 
present  is  an  occasion  when  we  may 
offer  this  congratulation,  because  I 
believe  your  Lordships  will  all  rejoice 
to  accept  as  a  great  achievement  what 
the  noble  Marquess  has  lately  done  in 
certain  very  important  negotiations.  In 
my  speech  on  the  opening  night  of  the 
session  I  was  able  to  congratulate  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  passing 
of  a  Convention  as  to  arbitration  between 
this  country  and  France,  and,  speaking 
on  that  occasion,  the  noble  Marquess 
Ae  Secretary  of  State  for  Foieign  Affairs 
used  these  words — 

*'  I  do  not  think  you  will  find  either  here  or 
ID  France  that  too'  much  credit  is  taken  to 
themselves  by  the  diplomatists  of  either 
ooantry  for  this  happy ^ndition  of  things.  It 
is  doe,  no  doubt,  partly  to  those  courtesies 
which  liave  reoenbly  been  exchanged,  and  to 
which  leference  has  been  made  ;  but  I  be'ieve 
it  to  be  due  mainly  to  a  deep-seated  conviction 
on  the  part,  of  the  peoples  of  the  two  countries 
that  there  U-  no  ^al  divergence  between  our 
interests,  that  the  sreatest  of  our  common 
interests  is  peace,  and  that  there  is  no  greater 
security  for  the  peace  of  Europe  than  that  it 
sbonkl  be  desired  both  by  France  and  Great 
Britain." 

We  heartily  concurred  in  those  senti- 
ments, and  are  glad  that  the  noble 
Marquess  has  followed  that  up  by  further 
action  in  the  interests  of  friendship 
between  the  two  neighbouring  countries. 


It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  us  to  have  friendly  relations  with 
France.  It  is  the  best  pledge  of  peace 
for  this  country.  One  of  the  noblest 
aims  of  any  statesman  is  to  put  peace 
on  a  profound  and  good  security.  We 
all  know  and  appreciate  the  beneficent 
and  admirable  influence  which  the  action 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  has  had  with 
regard  to  this  matter.  His  visit  to  Paris 
and  the  return  visit  to  London  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic  had  most  ex- 
cellent results.  The  noble  Marquess  has 
carried  these  results  further,  and  has 
secured,  by  his  negotiations,  a  Convention 
of  the  greatest  possible  importance.  We 
thank  him  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  not  only  for 
those  I  represent  on  this  Bench,  but 
for  the  whole  House,  all  your  Lordships 
thank  him  for  what  he  has  done  in  the 
interests  of  peace  and  conciliation.  I 
cannot  help  hoping  that  the  same  success 
which  has  marked  his  negotiations  with 
France  may  in  the  future  attend  further 
negotiations  with  other  countries  with 
which  we  have  difEerences.  He  has 
removed  many  difEerences  which  have 
been  causes  of  trouble,  irritation,  and 
even  of  danger  between  the  two  countries 
in  Asia,  America,  and  in  Africa.  I  beg 
to  ask  whether  he  proposes  to  present 
any  further  Papers  on  the  recent  negotia- 
tions, and  whether  any  Resolution  or 
Bill  relating  to  the  Convention  will  be 
brought  before  Parliament. 

*Thb  secretary  op  STATE  fob 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne)  :  My  Lords,  before  1 
attempt  to  answer  the  Question  of  which 
the  noble  Earl  has  given  me  private 
notice,  I  must  be  allowed  to  ofier  him  the 
thanks  of  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemment, 
and  I  hope  I  may  add  those  who  support 
His  Majesty's  Government,  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  referred  to  the 
Agreements  we  have  recently  concluded 
with  the  French  Republic.  I  am  using 
no  idle  phrase  when  I  say  that  there  is  no 
one  in  or  out  of  this  House  whose  com- 
mendation we  would  on  an  occasion  like 
this  sooner  receive  than  that  of  the  noble 
Earl  opposite.  In  the  conduct  of  foreign 
afiairs  the  Government  of  the  day  always 
has  this  advantage,  at  any  rate,  that  they 
maylookforwardto  the  transaction  of  their 
business  with  a  certainty  that  they  are  not 
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likely  to  be  impeded  or  obstructed  by 
anything  like  captious  criticism  or  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  who  sit  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  That  is  an 
honourable  tradition  always  respected  in 
this  House,  and  one  which,  I  trust,  will 
never  cease  to  be  followed.  But  upon  this 
occasion  we  can  say  rather  more  than  this. 
Por  throughout  the  long  months  during 
which  these  negotiations  have  been  con- 
tinued, we  had  the  absolute  certainty  that 
we  had  behind  us  the  general  public  feel- 
ing of  this  country,  and  that  that  pubUc 
feeling  would  be  grievously  disappointed 
if  we  had  had  to  bring  those  negotiations 
to  a  close  without  finding  a  friendly  and 
satisfactory  solution  of  these  international 
questions. 

And  now  that  the  Agreements  have  been 
concluded  we  have  no  occasion  to  be 
disappointed,  for  their  reception  has  cer- 
tainly been,  so  far  as  their  general  prin- 
ciple is  concerned,  all  that  we  could  pos- 
sibly have  expected  or  desired.  The 
documents  are  in  your  Lordships*  hands, 
and  we  have  published  with  them  a  de- 
spatch, in  which  we  have  endeavoured  to 
explain  both  the  nature  of  the  Agreements 
themselves  and  also  some  of  the  considera- 
tions which  weighed  with  us  in  concluding 
them.  I  do  not,  therefore,  think  it 
necessary  upon  this  occasion  to  add  any 
further  explanations,  but  I  will  make 
this  one  observation  only.  Because 
these  Agreements  have  been  well  re- 
ceived at  the  outset,  we  shall  not  for 
an  instant  allow  ourselves  to  run 
away  with  the  idea  that  they  are  likely 
io  escape  criticism.  They  cover  a  very 
extensive  ground,  they  deal  with  interests 
of  the  most  complicated  description,  and 
it  will  not  surprise  us  if,  upon  close  ex- 
amination, we  should  be  told  that  we 
might  have  made  a  better  bargain  for  this 
country,  or  that  we  have  left  certain 
weak  points,  which  we  had  not  at  first 
detected  ;  but  we  may,  at  any  rate,  say 
this,  that  the  general  principle  which 
underlies  these  Agreements  does  find 
favour  with  the  people  of  this  country ; 
and  when  I  speak  of  the  general  principle 
which  underlies  these  Agreements  I  mean 
the  principle  that  it  is  good  for  two  great 
nations  to  examine  frankly  and  fully  all 
points  of  difference  that  exist  between 
them,  and  to  endeavour  to  dispose  of 
these  points  upon  a  basis  of  mutual  con- 
sideration and  mutual  appreciation   of 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme. 


each  other's  aspirations.  May  I  add  that 
if  this  principle  is  a  sound  one  in  regard  to 
our  for^gn  relations  generally,  it  is  in  my 
belief  especially  sound  when  it  is 
applied  to  our  relations  with  the 
I^ench  Republic  ?  I  only  add  that  I 
desire  to  echo  what  was  said  by  the  noble 
Earl  at  the  close  of  his  observations,  and 
to  express  the  hope,  which  I  share  with 
him,  that  the  arrangement  come  to  in 
this  case  may  form  a  precedent  which 
may  be  usefully  followed  in  our  dealings 
with  other  Powers. 

Answering  the  two  Questions  which 
the  noble  Earl  has  put  to  me  I  have  to 
say  that,  as  at  present  advised,  we  have 
no  intention  of  laying  further  Papers.  As 
to  his  other  inquiry,  we  have  come  to  the 
conclusibn  that  part,  at  any  rate,  of  the 
arrangement  which  has  been  effected 
between  this  country  and  France  cannot 
be  properly  carried  out  except  by  means  of 
legislation.  We  shall  therefore  introduce 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  subject,  and  when 
that  Bill  comes  before  your  Lordships, 
your  Lordships  will  certainly  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  question. 
That,  of  course,  does  not  preclude  any 
Member  of  this  House  from  raising  points 
connected  with  the  Agreements  at  any 
convenient  moment.  It  remains  for  me 
to  thank  the  noble  Earl  once  more  for 
the  tenor  of  his  remarks,  and  in  particular, 
if  I  may  say  so,  for  the  personal  friendli- 
ness towards  myself,  by  which  those 
remarks  were  characterised.  If  I  do  not 
deserve  all  he  said  of  me,  I  shall  none 
the  less  cherish  for  a  long  time  to  come  the 
remembrance  of  the  kind  words  which  he 
has  used  with  reference  to  me. 


TIBET  (EAST  INDIAN  REVENUES). 
The  UNDER-SECRETARY  op  8TATB 
FOR  INDIA  (The  Earl  of  Hardwickk)  : 
My  Lords,  having  very  recently  dealt, 
on  the  Motion  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Reay)  for  further  Papers  on 
Tibet,  with  the  object  and  poKcy  of 
Colonel  Younghusband's  Mission  to 
Tibet,  I  do  not  piopose,  in  asking  your 
Lordships  to  agree  to  the  Motion  on  the 
Paper,  to  deal  at  any  length  with  the 
poUtioal  aspect  of  this  question.  I 
mi^t  describe  the  policy  of  the  Mission 
in  the  very  words  I  used  as  recently  as 
February  last,  with  only  this  difference. 
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thftt  whereas  Colonel  Younghusband 
was  then  on  his  way  to  Qyangtse,  he  has 
now  arrived  at  that  post,  and  also  there 
has  taken  place  that  oocnrrence  at  Guru 
which  we  all  so  much  deplore,  and  which 
is  tiie  real  reason  of  the  Motion  now 
before  the  House.  I,  therefore,  propose 
to  confine  my  rems^ks  to  the  substance 
of  this  Motion.  As  your  Lordships  are 
aware,  the  (Government  of  India  Act, 
1858,  contains  this  clause,  which  I 
believe  was  inserted  in  the  Act  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Gladstone — 

"  For  proven  tin^r  or  repelling  acbual  invasion 
of  Her  Majesty's  Eastern  pos%3Sdions,  or  nnder 
other  sndden  or  urgent  necessity,  the  rerennes 
of  India  shall  not,  without  the  content  of  both 
Hoases  of  Parliament,  be  applicable  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  any  military  operation  carried 
<m  beyond  the  external  frontiers  of  saoh 
ponessions  by  Hec  Majesty's  forces  charged 
opon  such  revenues.'' 

The  only  criticism  which  suggests  itself 
on  the  Motion,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  the 
qaesUon,  Why  did  not  His  Majesty's 
Qovemment  make  this  Motion  before  ? 
The  answer  to  that  question,  as  explained 
by  my  ri^t  hon.  friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  another  place,  is  very  plain. 
By  doing  so  we  should  ipso  facto  have 
defeated  our  own  object.  We  should 
have  turned  what  we  earnestly  desired 
to  be  a  peaceful  Mission  into  a  military 
expedition,  and  I  can  say  that  had  it 
fallen  to  me  to  come  down  to  this  House 
and  to  have  asked  your  Lordships  to 
agree  to  this  Motion  a  few  months  ago, 
I  should  have  felt  that  I  was  giving  the 
lie  direct  to  all  the  professions  that 
His  Majesty's  Govemmsnt  had  made 
with  regard  to  this  Mission.  It  would 
certainly  have  shown  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  had  very  little  confidence  or 
faith  in  the  pacific  nature  of  Colonel 
Tounghusband's  movements  ;  and  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  ask,  what  would 
have  been  the  efiect  on  the  minds  of  the 
Govenmient  of  China  and  of  the  Lamas 
of  Tibet,  whose  apprehensions  we  were 
most  anxious  not  to  arouse,  had  we 
taken  such  a  course  ?  I  would  also 
venture  to  ask  what  the  impression 
would  have  been  on  the  sensitive  con- 
sciences of  noble  Lords  opposite  had  we 
taken  this  course. 

The  necessity  for  this  Motion  depended 
not  on  His  Majesty's  Government,  but  on 
the  action  of  the  authorities  at  Lhasa, 
ftnd  had  they  not  allowed  their  troops 


to  attack  Colonel  Younghusband's  escort, 
we  should  not  have  had  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment with  any  Motion  of  this  kind. 
Moreover,  my  Lords,  the  very  insistence 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
pacific  character  of  this  Mission  un- 
fortunately conduced  to  the  injury  of  the 
Tibetan  people.  The  recent  encounter 
with  the  Tibetans  must  be  fresh  in  your 
Lordships'  memory.  General  Macdonald 
forced  an  advance  to  take  the  Tibetan 
position,  but  the  troops  were  under  the 
strictest  injunction  not  to  fire.  They 
advanced  towards  that  position  with  fine, 
I  would  almost  say  with  extraordinary, 
self  •  restraint.  They  approached  the 
position  and  were  literally  face  to  face 
and  actually  in  touch  with  the  Lama's 
troops.  Not  a  single  man  of  the  force 
employed  forgot  the  injunction  not  to 
fire,  and  no  blood  would  have  been  shed 
had  it  not  been  that  a  Lhasa  general, 
by  discharging  his  pistol  at  an  Indian 
sepoy,  gave  the  signal  for  an  attack 
which  does  not  require  a  very  large 
stretch  of  the  imagination  to  realise 
would  in  all  ordinary  circumstances  have 
resulted,  if  not  in  the  destruction  of  the 
British  force,  at  any  rate  in  a  very  serious 
disaster.  No  one  can  wonder  that  our 
Indian  soldiers  used  their  arms  with 
energy  and  with  deadly  effect.  Nor  can 
we  wonder  that  they  made  the  Tibetans 
pay  the  penalty  for  the  rashness  of  that 
Lhasa  general.  They  paid  far  more 
dearly  than  they  would  have  paid  had 
those  pacific  insl^ctions  of  ELis  Majesty's 
€k)vemment  not  been  given.  Had 
General  Macdonald  advanced  to  the 
attack  in  the  ordinary  course  he  would, 
the  moment  that  he  knew  the  Tibetans 
intended  to  oppose  our  advance,  have 
given  the  order  to  commence  firing  at 

:  long  range.  It  is  evident  that  the 
Tibetans  would  not  have  stood  fire,  and 
that  when  the  position  had  been  occupied 
by  his  forces  the  Tibetan  losses  would 
have  been  counted  by  less  than  tens 
instead  of,  as  unfortunately  happened, 
by  hundreds.  This  encounter  having 
taken  place,  the  only  course  open  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  was  to  come  to 
Parliament  with  this  Motion,  which  I 
ask  your  Lordships  to  accept.     I  have 

I  only  to  €idd  that  Papers  of  political  im- 
port fiidditional  to  those  already  published 
do  not  exist,  but  such  Papers  as  there 
are,  relating  to  the  advance  of  the  Mission 
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from  Tuna  to  Gyangtse  and  up  to  Colonel 
Tounghu8band*s  arrival  there,  will  be 
laid  oiv  the  Table  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. 

Moved  to  resolve,  "  That  this  House 
consents  to  the  revenue  of  India  being 
applied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  any 
military  operations  which  have  or  may 
become  necessary  beyond  the  frontiers  of 
His  Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  Political  Mission 
which  has  been  despatched  to  the  Tibetan 
Government." — {The  Earl  of  Hardwicke.) 

Earl  SPENCER:    My  Lords,   I   do 
not  propose  to  follow  a  different  course 
from  that  of  the  noble  Earl  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  India  in  dealing  with  this 
subject.     I  am  quite  aware  that  it  has 
been    very    fully    discussed    already    in 
your  Lordships'  House.    It  was  alluded 
to  by  myself  in  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress.   My    observations    were    replied 
to  by  the  noble  Marquess  the  Leader 
of    the    House ;     and    subsequently    a 
lengthy    debate    took    place    upon    the 
subject  on  the  initiation  of  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Reay,   a  former  Governor 
of  Bombay.    My  noble  friend  was  sup- 
ported by  my  noble  friend  Lord  Ripon, 
an  ex-Viceroy  of  India,  and  others  also 
took  part   in  that   debate.    All   I   will 
say  with  regard  to  the  question  of  policy 
is  this,  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
adhere  to  the  views  we  put  forward  on 
that  occasion,   and  I   do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  repeat  them.    I  ventured 
in  my  speech  on  the  Address  to  refer  to 
the  55th  Section  of  the  Government  of 
India  Act,   1858,  and  I  expressed  con- 
si  ierable    surprise    that    His    Majesty's 
Government  had  not  then  brought  for- 
ward  a  Resolution   in   accordance   with 
that  section.     I  stated  that  it  seemed 
impossible   to  conceive  that  a   Mission 
with  an  escort  of  such  dimensions,  with 
all  the  arms  connected  with  a  formidable 
army    of    attack,    could    be    considered 
wholly  a  peaceful  Mission,  and  I  fear 
that  what  I  said  then  has  been  fully 
borne  out.     The  noble  Earl  the  Under- 
Secretary  stated  that  if  the  Government 
had    come    forward     then    and    asked  | 
for    that    Resolution,  they  would    have  ' 
given  contradiction  to  all  that  had  been  ' 
The  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 


stated  as  to  the  pacific  nature  of  this- 
Mission.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,, 
knowing  as  we  did  the  position  of  Tibet 
and  the  very  strong  views  always  ex- 
pressed, and  the  strong  action  taken 
by  the  Tibetan  Government  against  the 
admission  of  foreigners,  His  Majesty's^ 
Government  were  over-sanguine  and 
self-deceiving  in  their  view. 

I  maintain  now,  as  I  did,  then,  that 
the  Government   ought  to  have  asked 
for  this  Resolution  at  once,  and  that  it 
was  impossible,  in  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances  cooihected  with  it,  to  describe 
this    Mission   as   altogether   a    peaceful 
one.     I   quite   understand   the   wish  of 
the  Government  that  it  should  be  so 
considered,  but  I  know  full  well  what 
the  views  were  of  all  those  who  under- 
stand   this    subject.    With    hardly   an 
exception,    they   were   of   opinion]^  that 
the  Tibetans  would  not  alter  their  usual 
policy,   but  would  oppose,   by  force  if 
necessary,    a   Mission   which    proceeded 
into  their  country.    We  know  the^very 
melancholy   circumstance   that   has  oc* 
curred  in  consequence  of  the  progress, 
of  this  Mission.    I  do  not  for  a  moment 
wish  to  contradict  the  noble  Earl,  or 
to  contend  that  there  was  not  full  self- 
restraint   on   the*  part   of   the   troops ; 
but     the  consequences  werej  disastrous. 
There  was  heavy  slaughter  of  these  un- 
fortunate   men,    who,    no    doubt,    did 
attack   us,   and   invited    reprisals  from 
our  arms.    They  are  an  ignorant  people ; 
they  seem  to  be  not|only  ignorant  of 
civilisation,   but  absolutely  ignorant  of 
the    horrors    and-  dangers    of    warfare. 
It  is,  I  am  sure,  a  matter  of  deep  regret 
to  the  Government,  as  it  is  to  every- 
body,   that    under    such    circumstances 
His    Majesty's    troops    had    to    inflict 
severe    punishment,   not   once,    but,  as 
I  understand,  twice,  on  these  unfortunate 
people. 

I  will  say  no  more  upon  that.  I  shall 
not,  I  need  hardly  say,  now  oppose  a 
Resolution  which  I  think  ought  to^have 
been  proposed  to  Parliament  long  before  ; 
but  I  should  like  to  ask  what  the  future 
policy  of  His  Majesty's  Government  is 
to  be.  I  think  the  policy  set  forth 
succinctly  in  a  despatch  of  6th  November, 
is  very  complete,  but  I  should  like  to  ask 
His  Majesty's  Government  whether  they 
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adhere  to  that  policy.  The  policy  ini- 
tiated in  that  despatch  was  contained 
in  these  words — 

*'  In  view  of  the  recent  oondoot  of  the 
Tibetans,  His  Majesty's  Government  feel  that 
it  would  he  impossible  not  to  take  action,  and 
they  accordingly  sanction  the  advance  of 
the  Mission  to  G  vangtse.  They  are  very  clearly 
of  opinion  that  this  siep  shonld  not  be  allowed 
to  lead  to  occupation  or  permanent  intervention 
in  Tibetan  affairs  in  any  form.  The  advance 
should  be  made  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtainioar 
satisfaction,  and  as  soou  as  reparation  is 
obtained  a  withdrawal  should  be  effected. 
While  His  Majesty's  Crovernment  consider  the 
propoeed  action  to  be  necessary,  they  are  not 
propared  to  establish  a  permanent  Mission  in 
Tibet,  and  the  question  oi  enforcinff  tra'le 
facilities  in  that  country  must  be  oonsiaered  in 
the  light  of  the  decision  conveyed  in  this 
telegram." 

That  is  a  very  important  statement  of 
policy.  It  is  a  statement  of  policy  which, 
I  need  hardly  say,  I,  and  those  who  sit 
with  me,  heartily  support,  and  we  are 
moat  anxious  to  hear  from  the  noble 
Marquess  whether  that  policy  is  to  be 
adhered  to  now  in  Tibet,  and  whether 
the  (Government,  who  have  at  present 
only  authorised  the  advance  to  Gyangtse, 
intend  to  give  permission  to  go  further. 
If  we  can  be  told  that  there  is  every 
prospect  now  of  a  settlement  of  the 
grievances  we  shall  rejoice,  but  I  think 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we 
should  have  clear  and  satisfactory  assur- 
ances on  the  points  that  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

♦The  Eabl  op  NORTHBROOK  :  My 
Lords,  I  should  not  like  this  Resolution 
to  pass  your  Lordships'  House  without 
a  few  words  from  me  on  a  difEerent 
aspect  of  the  subject  from  that  touched 
upon  by  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition.  The  function  which 
your  Lordships  have  to  perform  to-day 
is  one  of  very  grave  importance.  It  is 
to  give  the  sanction  of  this  House  to  the 
application  of  the  revenues  of  India  to 
an  expedition  sent  beyond  the  frontiers 
of  that  country.  This  is  one  of  those 
occasions  on  which  the  Parliament  of 
this  country  has  the  responsibility  put 
upon  it  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  India  against  the  improper 
application  of  the  revenues  of  that  Em- 
pire. No  man  can  have  a  stronger  [ 
opinion  than  I  have  of  the  importance 
of  economy  in  the  administration  of 
the  finances  of  India,  and  of  the  desira- 


bility of  reducing  taxation  in  that 
country,  and  I  think  I  may  say  that 
since  I  left  India  I  have  taken  great  pains 
on  every  occasion  that  has  presented  itself 
to  advocate  the  interests  of  India  ^  in 
this  House.  With  those  feelings  I  have 
to  inform  your  Lordships  that  in  my 
opinion  you  can  accept  this  Resolution 
with  perfect  propriety.  This  Mission  is  un- 
doubtedly taken  in  the  interests  of  India. 
The  relations  between  India  and  Tibet 
only  remotely  affect  this  country,  and 
therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  revenues  of  India  which  your 
Lordships  are  asked  to  sanction  is  a  proper 
application  of  those  revenues. 

I  wish,  my  Lords,  on  this  occasionj^to 
go  somewhat  further,  and  to  say  that  I 
have  read  the  Papers  connected  with 
this  Mission  with  attention  and 
interest,  and  it  has  given  me  great 
satisfaction  to  observe  the  modera- 
tion with  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  India 
have  treated  this  question,  which  is  one 
of  great  difficulty.  The  treaty  with 
China  on  the  subject  of  Tibet  was  not 
made  at  the  instigation  of  the  Indiaa 
Government  or  of  the  Government  of 
this  country.  My  noble  friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  was  then 
Viceroy  of  India,  and  it  was  the  Chinese 
themselves  who  urged  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty.  At  the  same  time  they  informed 
the  Government  of  India — and  this  has 
been  the  origin  of  all  these  difficulties — 
that  China  was  ready  to  undertake  that 
the  Tibetans  carried  out  the  provisions 
of  that  treaty.  My  noble  friend  opposite, 
the  then  Viceroy  (The  Marquess  of 
Lansdowne)  treated  the  matter  with 
the  greatest  caution.  I  think  he  allowed 
three  years  to  pass  before  a  supplemental 
convention  was  concluded.  He  gave 
way  upon  several  points  which  the 
Chinese  Government  asked  him  to  give 
way  upon,  and  nothing  could  have  been 
more  gentle  or  moderate  than  the  course 
he  pursued.  The  same  course  was  taken 
by  his  successor  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  and  by 
Lord  Curzon,  the  present  Viceroy. 

It  fell  to  the  Government  of  India  and 
the  Government  of  this  country  to  take 
some  steps  to  see  that  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  were  carried  out.  I  think 
eight  years  must  have  passed  since  the 
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treaty  was  concluded,  yet  not  one  single 
provision  of  that  treaty  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  Tibetans  or  the  Chinese.  The 
matter  then  was  brought  before  Lord 
CurzoQ  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  Lord  George  Hamilton.  He  asked 
— and  it  was  very  natural  that  he  should 
have  asked — what  the  condition  of 
things  was,  eight  years  after  the  treaty 
had  been  made,  in  respect  of  the  trade 
between  Tibet  and  India  and  the  de- 
marcation of  the  frontier.  The  answer 
was  most  unsatisfactory.  The  place 
selected  was  found  to  be  quite  unsuit- 
able for  a  trade  mart.  The  Tibetans 
prevented  any  trade  taking  place  with 
their  country.  Surely  some  step  was 
necessary  to  be  taken  to  remedy  that 
condition  of  things.  For  three  years 
Lord  Curzon  treated  this  matter  with 
the  greatest  moderation.  He  went  so 
far  as  to  prohibit  the  erection  of  any  pillar 
posts  on  the  frontier — a  proceeding 
which  would  naturally  have  created 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Tibetans ; 
and  his  conduct  appears  to  me  to 
have  been  marked  by  great  modera- 
tion. At  last,  however, — I  think  it  was 
in  the  beginning  of  1903 — he  made  sug- 
gestions that  a  Mission  should  be  sent 
to  Lhasa  and  a  Resident  appointed  in 
that  country.  With  those  suggestions 
His  Majesty's  Government  did  not  concur, 
and  Lord  Curzon,  having  received  the 
opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
accepted  it  with  perfect  loyalty,  and 
from  that  time  onwards  carried 
out  the  views  of  His  Majesty's 
Government.  I  naturally  feel  sympathy 
with  anyone  in  the  position  of  Viceroy 
of  India,  and  I  wish  your  Lordships  to 
be  in  full  knowledge  of  Lord  Curzon' s 
views  on  the  matter.  Writing  on  5th 
November  last  year,  Lord  Curzon  said — 

*'We  (the  Qovenunent  of  Indis)  ahue  the 
reluctance  which  His  Blajeety*8  GoTemment 
have  hitherto  entertained  to  embark  upon 
■troiui;  measoret.  We  hare  no  quarrel  with 
the  Tibetan  people,  and  we  have  no  deeire 
to  invade  or  permanently  to  oeeapy  their 
country.  Even  now  all  that  we  solicit  is  sanc- 
tion to  transfer  the  scene  of  our  negotiations  to 
a  locality  in  Tibet  mofe  suitable  for  the  piiri>o8e 
Uian  Khambajong  and  better  calculated  to  im- 
press the  Tibetan  Qoremment  with  a  sense  of 
oar  eMnestoess  and  power.*' 

That  is  the  view  with  which  Lord 
Curzon  has  been  carrying  out  the  de- 
spatch of  this  Mission.    Those  being  the 
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circumstances  of  the  case  as  they  present 
themselves  to  me  after  reading  the 
Papers,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  supporting 
the  Motion  which  has  ^>een  moved  so 
clearly  by  the  noble  Earl  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  India.  I  feel 
sure  that  His  Majesty's  Grovemment  will 
act  in  the  future  with  the  same  forbear- 
ance and  with  the  same  moderation. 

My  noble  friend  behind  me  has  alluded 
to  a  despatch  which  was  sent  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  the 
Viceroy  on  the  subject  of  the  future 
policy  with  regard  to  Tibet.  There  are 
two  other  despatches  which  strike  me 
as  of  much  greater  hnportance  as  com- 
mitting the  Government  than  the  de- 
spatch sent  to  the  Viceroy.  There  was 
a  despatch  sent  by  my  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
to  Mr.  Spring -Rice  for  communication 
to  the  Russian  Government.  In  that 
despatch,  after  explaining  the  reason 
for  sending  the  Minion,  the  Secretary 
of  State  wrote  that — 

"  This  step  must  not  be  taken  as  indicating 
any  intention  of  annenng  or  even  permanently 
occup3ring  Tibetan  territory." 

That  was  to  the  Government  of  Russia. 
There  is  another  despatch,  still  more 
important,  which  was  sent  to  the 
Government  of  China — the  suzerain 
Power  over  Tibet.  That  despatch  con- 
tains these  words — 

"  In  view  of  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
Tibetans  His  Majesty's  Govemmoit  feel  that  it 
is  impossible  not  to  take  action,  and  they  have, 
therelore,  sanctioned  the  advance  of  the 
Mission.  As  soon  as  reparation  is  obtained 
the  Mission  will  be  witharavm,  as  this  step  is 
to  be  taken  purely  for  the  porpioBe  of  obtainmg 
satisfaction, 

and  so  on.  I  feel  satisfied  with  those 
assurances.  It  hardly  needs  a  statement 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  satisfy 
your  Lordships  as  to  the  future  policy 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  for  these 
miserable  attacks  by  Tibetans  upon  our 
troops  can  hardly  be  a  serious  reason  for 
changing  the  policy  of  the  Government 
in  this  matter.  I  trust  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  very  cautious  in 
respect  to  the  sanction  of  a  permanent 
Resident  at  Lhasa.  No  one  will  deny 
that  the  presence  in  a  native  State  such 
as  Tibet  of  an  English  Resident  caimot 
but  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  country 
in  which  he  is  placed,  as  well  as  to  the 
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Goyernment  sending  him  thete,  and  no 
one  can  dispute  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  communicate  with  such  a  Govem- 
ment  in  a  diplomatic  manner.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  in  these  States,  the 
people  of  which  have  very  strong  pre- 
judices— and  probably  the  preju<£ces 
are  nowhere  more  strong  than  they  are 
in  Tibet — ^against  foreigners,  and  where 
also  there  may  be  religious  fanaticism,  it 
would  be  in  my  opinion  a  dangerous 
thing  to  have  a  resident  Minister  unless 
with  the  thorough  assurance  on  the  part 
of  tiie  State  to  which  that  Minister  has 
been  sent  of  the  desire  to  receive  him  and 
to  be  responsible  for  his  protection.  The 
time  may  arrive  when  Tibet,  like  other 
countries,  will  be  more  open  to  us,  and 
when  we  may  be  able  to  send  Residents 
mto  that  country;  but  I  hardly  think 
anyone  will  assert  that  that  time  has  yet 
arrived.  There  is  another  smaller  matter 
which  I  would  venture  to  suggest  to  His 
Majesty's  Government,  namely,  that 
great  caution  should  be  enjoined  on  those 
in  charge  of  this  Mission  not  to  send 
parties  all  over  the  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  surveying  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains and  making  maps,  for  there  is 
nothing  more  likely  to  idarm  ignorant 
people  like  the  Tibetans  than  such 
proceedings. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  remarks 
without  assuring  my  noble  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  that  I  read  with  great  satis- 
faction t^e  language  he  used  to  the 
Bussian  Government  in  respect  to  certain 
conmiunications  which  passed  on  the 
subject  of  Tibet.  I  hold  that,  while 
any  military  danger  to  India  from 
Tibet  is  perfectly  preposterous  on  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  the  country,  yet 
circumstances  justified  the  remarks 
made  by  my  noble  friend  the  Foreign 
Minister.  It  has  always  been  my  opinion 
that  plain  speaking  to  Russia  is  the 
right  way  to  treat  affairs  of  this  kind.  I 
betieve  that  difficulties,  and,  perhaps, 
even  war,  might  have  been  avoided  if 
we  had  spoken  perfectly  plainly  to  Russia 
in  former  years  in  somewhat  similar 
circumstances.  Therefore,  I  am  glad 
that  my  noble  friend  used  that  language, 
and  I  will  say  also  that  I  cannot  conceive 
that  the  use  of  that  language  ought  to 
be  prejudicial  to  the  friendly  relations 


between  Russia  and  this  country.  Russia 
must  perfectly  well  understand  our  posi- 
tion with  regard  to  Tibet,  and  must  have 
received,  without  surprise,  and  I  should 
say  without  any  adverse  feeling,  the 
remarks  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  I  heartily  concur  with 
what  has  fallen  from  my  noble  friend 
behind  me,  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
with  respect  to  the  Anglo-French  Agree- 
ment, and  I  trust,  with  him,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
may  be  enabled,  perhaps  at  some  more 
favourable  time  than  the  present,  to  enter 
into  a  similar  arrangement  with  the 
Grovernment  of  Russia  with  respect  to 
those  matters  which  he  referred  to  on  a 
former  occasion  in  this  House  and  in 
which  our  interests  may  not  appear  to  be 
altogether  identical. 

*The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Lanbdowke)  :  My  Lords,  the 
speech  just  delivered  must  have  had 
the  effect  of  removing  from  the 
minds  of  your  Lordships  any  lingering 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  Itesolu- 
tion.  This  Mission  has  been  undertaken 
in  the  interests  of  India,  and  the  only 
question  is  at  what  moment  that  Mission 
ceased  to  have  a  political  complexion  and 
acquired  a  military  complexion.  We 
have  been  taken  to  task  for  not  recognis- 
ing from  the  first  that  the  Mission  was 
likely  to  acquire  the  character  of  a 
military  operation.  We  desired  in  all 
sincerity  that  the  Mission  should  have  a 
political  and  not  a  military  complexion, 
and  as  far  as  we  were  concerned  there  was 
no  reason  whatever  why  the  Mission 
should  not  have  achieved  its  object 
without  firing  a  single  shot,  and  why  it 
should  not  have  maintained  its  political 
character  to  the  last.  But  the  unfor- 
tunate collision  which  has  taken  place 
left  us  nothing  to  do  but  to  regularise  the 
matter  by  bringing  it  before  Parliament 
in  accordance  with  the  55th  Section 
of  the  Government  of  India  Act.  If 
we  had  taken  the  ether  course,  and 
had  at  the  outset  described  this 
Mission  as  a  military  Mission,  we 
should,  in  the  first  place,  have  mis- 
described  its  true  aim  and  purport ;  and 
by  proclaiming  the  fact  that  it  was  an 
invasion  of  Tibet  we  should  have  in- 
creased   the    chances    of    collision    and 
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diminished  th»  chances  of  peace.  We 
were,  therefore,  amply  justified  in  pre- 
serving for  the  Mission  its  political  com- 
plexion as  long  as  we  could.  As  to  what 
was  said  by  Lord  Northbrook  on  the 
manner  in  which  these  negotiations  have 
been  conducted,  I  am  extremely  grateful 
to  the  noble  Earl  for  his  speech,  for  no 
one  speaks  with  more  knowledge  than  he 
does  in  regard  to  Indian  affairs.  I  th^^re- 
fore  rejoiced  when  I  heard  him  give 
credit  not  only  to  Lord  Curzon's  Govern- 
ment but  to  other  Governments  before 
his  for  having  dealt  cautiously  and  con- 
siderately with  this  question.  There,  I 
am  convinced,  is  no  case  on  record  in 
which  a  strong  civilised  Power  has  dealt 
more  considerately  with  a  weak  and  semi- 
barbarous  Power. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  what  fell  from  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  in  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  Lord  Curzon  has 
handled  this  question,  because  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  represent  Lord 
Curzon  as  having  from  the  first  taken  up 
an  attitude  of  antagonism  to  His  Maje8t3r's 
Government — an  attempt  which  is  based 
on  a  misrepresentation  of  the  facts.  If 
your  Lordships  will  look  at  Lord  Curzon*s 
despatch  of  8th  January  of  last  year, 
you  will  find  in  it  a  full  and  complete 
account  of  the  principles  upon  which 
Lord  Curzon  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
Tibetan  question.  What  were  they  ? 
In  the  first  place,  Lord  Curzon  insisted 
that  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  more 
practical  measures  in  dealing  with  the 
Tibetans,  measures  more  likely  to  be 
productive  of  results  than  the  policy  of 
friendly  representation  upon  which  we 
had  so  long  relied.  Then  Lord  Curzon 
proposed  that,  instead  of  attempting  to 
deal  with  Tibet  through  China  as  the 
suzerain  Power,  we  should  deal  directly 
with  the  Tibetans  on  Tibetan  territory, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  proposed  a  Mission 
with  a  sufficient  military  escort.  Besides 
this.  Lord  Curzon  laid  down — and  I  ask 
your  Lordships'  particular  attention  to 
this  point — that  there  was  in  the  mind 
of  the  Government  of  India  a  complete 
absence  of  any  political  designs  upon 
Tibet,  and  that  we  did  not  desire  to 
establish  a  Protectorate  or  anything  in 
the  nature  of  a  permanent  occupation 
of  the  country.  In  all  this  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Viceroy  were  com- 
pletely at  one,  and  the  only  point  of 
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difference  of  opinion  was  that  which  arose 
when  we  came  to  consider  whether 
negotiations  should  or  should  not  be 
conducted  at  Lhasa,  and  whether  a  British 
agent  should  be  left  at  that  place,  and 
upon  this  point  Lord  Curzon  loyally 
accepted  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment and  has  given  effect  to  it.  You 
will  find  that  we  applied  this  policy 
cautiously  and  considerately,  and  that 
it  was  not  until  the  Viceroy  repre- 
sented to  us  that  there  was  absolutely 
no  prospect  of  bringing  the  negotiations 
which  were  in  progress  at  Ehambajong 
to  a  satisfactory  result,  and  when  aU 
other  means  had  failed,  that  we  authorised 
the  advance  of  the  Mission  to  Gyangtse. 
It  is  not  the  case,  as  has  sometimes  been 
represented,  that  there  was  a  kind  of 
"  Rake's  Progress "  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty's  Government,  egged  on  by  a 
militant  Viceroy;  our  policy  was  de- 
liberately adopted  after  very  careful 
discussion,  and  after  a  complete  accord 
had  been  arrived  at  between  the  Govern- 
ment in  India  and  the  India  Office  at 
home. 

p  The  noble  Earl  has  expressed  a  hope 
that  upon  one  point  I  would  make  an 
announcement  to  your  Lordships'  House. 
He  asked  me  whether  His  Majesty's 
Government  still  adhere  to  the  general  Ime 
of  policy  indicated  in  the  telegram  sent  to 
the  Government  of  India  on  6tii  November 
last.  My  Lords,  we  do  adhere  to  the 
policy  laid  down  in  that  despatch.  I 
do  not  by  that  mean  to  say  that,  what- 
ever happens,  we  are  never  to  move  an 
inch  beyond  the  limits  therein  laid  down, 
but  the  policy  was  adopted  after  the 
fullest  consideration,  and  by  it  we 
shall  be  guided  in  dealing  with  the 
future  aspects  of  the  question.  So 
far  as  we  are  able  to  understand  the 
situation  in  Tibet,  there  seems  now  to  be 
a  better  prospect  than  there  has  ever 
been  before  of  arriving  at  a  satis- 
factory settlement  upon  the  basis  of  that 
despatch.  Up  to  the  present  time  the 
Tibetans  have  been  induced  to  offer  per- 
sistent resistance  to  our  diplomatic  over- 
tures and  to  any  attempt  to  send  a 
Mission  into  their  country  by  their  reliance 
on  the  inaccessibility  of  their  country  and 
the  stupendous  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered by  an  advancing  force.  These 
obstacles  have  been  successfully  sur- 
mounted by  the  gallant  body  of  troops 
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which  Ck>lonel  Younghusband  has  led  into 
Tibet»  and,  although  we  may  speak  with 
moie  regiet  than 'pride  of  the  actual 
ooUiaion  which  took  place  between 
Colonel  Younghusband's  soldiers  and  the 
badly  armed  and  badly  disciplined  body 
opposed  to  tiiem,  I  think  we  may  speak 
with  unmitigated  pride  of  the  energy  and 
endurance  displayed  by  our  troops  under 
great  privations  and  the  severe  climatic 
conditions  which  they  have  experienced 
during  protracted  operations  conducted 
at  an  altitude  exceeding  that  of 
Mont  Blanc  We  have  reason  to 
know  that  the  result  has  not  been  with- 
out effect  on  the  minds  of  the  Tibetan 
people. 

But  there  are  other  considerations 
which  are  likely  to  have  an  effect  upon 
the  Tibetans.  The  noble  Earl  who  spoke 
last  referred  to  the  relations  between 
Russia  and  Tibet.  We  have  received  from 
the  Russian  Government  official  state- 
ments which  arerecordedin  the  Blue-book; 
we  have  received  them  without  in  the  least 
calling  in  question  their  absolute  sin- 
cerity, and  I  would  rather  not  attempt 
to  add  anything  on  the  point  during 
the  present  discussion.  But  we  have 
to  consider  not  only  the  attitude  of 
Russia  towards  Tibet,  but  the  attitude 
of  Tibet  towards  Russia,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  because  we  are  so  informed 
by  those  who  have  the  best  means  of 
Imowing,  that  ihe  comings  and  goings 
which  have  taken  place,  and  which  have 
not  mmaturally  taken  place,  between 
the  monks  of  Lhasa  and  the  Buddhist 
sul^ects  of  the  Tsar  in  different  parts  of 
Asia  have  resulted,  or  had  resulted,  in 
creating  in  the  minds  of  these  extremely 
ignorant  and  superstitious  people  a  belief 
that  they  might  rely  on  Russian  sym- 
pathy and  assistance.  That  belief  must 
by  this  time  have  been  rudely  dispelled 
by  events  which  have  taken  place.  There- 
fore I  think  we  may  fairly  assume  that  the 
result  of  these  events  may  be,  and  prob- 
ably will  be,  to  bring  the  Tibetans  to  a  sense 
of  reason,  and  we  may  hope  before  long 
to  find  them  ready  to  accept  the  moderate 
and  neighbourly  terms  we  are  ready  to 
place  within  their  reach.  Meanwhile  it 
b  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
Mission,  after  undergoing  immense  hard- 
ship and  privations,  appears  to  have 
arrived  at  a  point  where  the  conditions 
are  much  less  rugged  and  imfavourable, 


and  where  we  can  afford  to  wait,  at  any 
rate  for  a  time,  and  see  whether  some 
ray  of  reason  will  steal  through  the  solid 
darkness  which  appears  to  characterise 
the  Tibetan  mind. 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to. 


SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [h.l.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1 — 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH,  in  rising  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name,  said  that  one  of  the  commendable 
objects  of  this  Bill  was  to  do  something 
to  prolong  the  life  of  a  large  proportion 
of  the  vast  number  of  small  flat  fish 
which  were  year  by  year  destroyed  in 
the  North  Sea.  With  that  object  he 
was  entirely  in  sympathy,  and  he  could 
assure  their  Lordships  that  if  they  ac- 
cepted the  Amencbnent  standing  in 
his  name  it  would  make  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  clearer  and  more  acceptable 
to  the  fishermen  of  the  country,  and  it 
would  also  make  the  Bill  itself  more 
efficient  in  practice.  In  all  questions 
of  sea  fisheries  there  were  certain  con- 
siderations which  should  be  clearly  kept 
in  mind.  The  first  was  the  fact  that, 
come  what  might,  they  could  not  help 
catching  small  fish,  especially  in  trawling. 
When  the  trawl  was  down  everHhing, 
big  and  small,  went  into  it,  and  very 
little  escaped  out.  The  small  fish  were 
included  in  the  general  catch,  and  were 
brought  up  and  taken  on  board  the 
trawler.  It  was  said  that  something 
could  be  done  by  means  of  enlarging  the 
size  of  the  mesh,  but  that  could  not  be 
effective  to  any  very  great  extent, 
because  directly  they  enlarged  the  mesh 
to  such  a  size  as  to  allow  of  an  appreci- 
able escape  of  small  flat  fish,  they  also 
allowed  round  fish  to  escape,  and  the 
catching  power  of  the  net  was  thereby 
largely  reduced.  When  a  trawl  which  had 
been  down  for  a  considerable  time 
dragging  along  the  bottom  of  the  sea  was 
brought  up  and  the  fish  released,  it  was 
generally  found  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  smaller  fish  were  dead,  and  those 
that  were  not  dead  got  trampled  upon 
whilst  the  bigger  and  more  marketable 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


503 


Sea 


{LORDS} 


Fisheries  Bill, 


504 


fish  were  being  selected  on  deck.  When 
they  necessarily  had  so  many  of  these 
fish  destroyed,  was  it  not  better  to  let 
them  be  used  rather  than  be  thrown 
back  into  the  sea  and  altogether  wasted  ? 
His  first  point  was  that  they  could  not 
by  any  legislation  prevent  the  catching 
and  destruction  of  a  great  many  small 
fish  in  the  course  of  fishing  operations. 

The  next  consideration  he  would  im- 
press upon  their  Lordships  was  this, 
that  it  was  a  very  moot  question  as  to 
how  far  any  operation  of  man  could 
make  any  impression  on  the  number  of 
fish  in  the  sea.  Anything  that  man 
could  do  bulked  very  small  in  com- 
parison with  the  destruction  of  fish 
caused  by  other  fish,  by  birds,  by  whales, 
porpoises,  and  so  forth.  Many  scientific 
observers  held  the  opinion  that  the 
operations  of  man  among  fish  were  almost 
a  negligible  quantity.  That  certainly 
was  the  opinion  held  by  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Huxley,  who  calculated  that  all 
the  food  fish  caught  by  men  of  all  the 
nations  of  the  world  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of 
those  fish  living  in  the  sea.  He  (Lord 
Tweedmouth)  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  he  thought  the  operations  of  man 
were  of  no  effect,  but  he  did  say  that, 
so  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge,  those 
operations  were  of  no  effect  in  limiting 
the  reproductive  powers  of  the  sea.  He 
did  believe  that  the  operations  of  man 
might,  temporarily,  and  in  certain  places, 
diminish  the  number  of  fish  in  a  par- 
ticular part  of  the  sea,  especially  in 
limited  areas  where  there  was  more 
difficulty  for  the  sea  to  recuperate  itself 
from  the  supply  of  fish  outside.  That 
was  the  reason  why  he  had  always 
strongly  supported  the  prohibition  of 
trawling  in  the  territorial  waters. 

The  third  consideration  he  would  press 
upon  their  Lordships  was  that  they  should 
realise  the  enormous  reproductive  power 
of  the  fish  themselves,  and  abo  their 
methods  of  spawning.  An  ordinary 
sized  sole  would  have  about  50,000  eggs, 
and  a  good  sized  turbot  would  have 
2,000,000  or  upwards  of  eggs  in  it.  The 
whole  process  of  the  hatching  out  of 
spawn  was  carried  out  with  the  spawn 
held  in  suspension  in  the  water.  It  was 
carried  about  by  the  winds,  the  currents, 
and  the  waves.    The  same  thing  applied 

Lard  Tweedmouth. 


to  the  young  fish  after  they  were  first 
hatched ;  they  were  ijl  carried  about  in 
the  water,  and  were  the  prey  of  every 
sort  of  fish  and  bird.  The  destruction 
of  spawn  by  being  used  as  food  by  all 
sorts  of  creatures  that  inhabited  the  sea 
was  something  enormous.  It  had  been 
conclusively  proved  that  in  the  coarse 
of  this  operation  a  large  quantity  of  the 
spawn  and  the  young  &t  fish  were  carried 
across  to  the  other  side  of  the  North  Sea, 
to  the  comparatively  shallow  water  bor- 
dering on  the  coast  of  Holland  and  to 
the  east  side  of  the  North  Sea,  where 
there  were  great  sandbanks  which 
seemed  to  have  become  very  favourite 
nurseries  for  these  young  filsh.  Again, 
too,  he  would  remind  their  Lordships  that 
when  these  fish  were  hatched  out  of  the 
eggs  they  were  not  flat  fish,  but  round 
fiish,  and  did  not  become  flat  fish  until 
they  reached  a  certain  size  and  settled 
at  the  bottom.  That  operation  went 
on  to  a  very  large  extent  in  the  eastern 
waters  of  the  North  Sea,  and  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  these  waters  were 
perfectly  swarming  with  small  fish. 

These  grotmds  were  ox>en  to  the  fisher- 
men of  every  other  nation  just  as  they 
were  to  the  fishermen  of  this  country, 
and  they  would  see  it  stated  in  the  Re- 
port of  their  Lordships'  Committee  that 
the  ideal  method  would  be  to  have  a 
convention  between  all  the  Powers  in 
the  North  Sea  which  would  deal  with  this 
subject  and  prevent  the  catching  of 
small  fish  on  the  banks.  That,  however, 
might  be  a  counsel  of  perfection.  As 
he  understood.  Lord  Onslow  desired  to  do 
what  he  could  at  any  rate  to  protect  these 
nurseries  of  small  flat  fish  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  fishermen  of  this  country. 
They  must  all  recognise  that  they  could 
not  prevent  fishing  there.  They  could 
not  say  that  these  men  should  not  fish 
there.  The  only  thing  they  could  do 
was  by  some  means  or  other  to  secure 
that  it  should  not  be  worth  their  while 
to  go  there.  That  was  the  method  which 
had  been  adopted  in  the  Bill,  but  the 
Bill  gave  the  fisheries  authorities  the 
power  to  forbid  the  landing  of  small  flat 
fish  in  this  country  from  all  vessels.  He 
thought  that  was  going  too  far.  It  was 
giving  a  power  that  was  not  necessary 
and   a    power   which    the   Department 
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would  say  themaelves  they  did  not  in- 
tend to  use.  They  only  wanted  to  have 
it  in  case  they  might  like  to  use  it.  What 
they  wanted  to  do  was  to  prevent  those 
vessels  which  fished  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year  on  these  particular  grounds 
from  landing  small  fish,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  not  find  it  worth  their  while 
to  go  there  during  the  months  in  which 
the  landing  of  the  small  fish  was  pro- 
hibited. The  clause,  as  at  present 
drafted,  read— 

**ThB  Board  of  Agrionltore  and  Fisheries 
may,  if  they  think  it  expadient  so  to  do  lor  the 
porpoflo  of  pnT«Qtaiiff  the  destmotioa  of  under- 
sised  fl&t  fish,  man  orders  for  prohibiting, 
either  absdately  or  subject  to  saoh  ezoeptioos 
and  oonditioiis  as  may  be  presoribed,  the  land- 
ing of  any  flat  fish  not  exceeding  the  prescribed 
length." 

He  proposed  by  his  Amendment  to 
omit  aU  the  words  after  the  word  "  pro- 
hibiting," and  to  insert  in  their  place 
the  following  words — 

"  the  landing  from  steam  trawlers,  steam  car- 
riers, and  saiUngsmacks  with  auxiliary  power 
OT  of  65  t<ms  and  upwards,  of  tnrbot  and  brill 
not'  exceeding  13  inches  in  length,  and  of  soles 
and  plaice  not  exceeding  11  inches  in  length.*' 

He  believed  those  were  the  only  vessels 
which  could  possibly  fish  in  these  par- 
ticular waters,  and  that  if  they  limited 
it  to  them  they  would  get  all  the  good 
they  could  out  of  their  proposal,  and 
would  make  it  perfectly  clear  to  the 
owners  of,  and  the  fishermen  working  in, 
the  smaller  fishing-boats  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  at  all  interfere  with  them. 
He  desired  to  limit  the  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to 
dealing  for  this  purpose  with  only  certain 
vessels.  With  regard  to  the  second  part 
of  his  Amendment  fixing  the  size  below 
which  fish  should  not  be  landed,  the  Bill 
at  present  left  the  limit  to  be  laid  down 
absolutely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  He  did 
not  see  any  necessity  for  that  at  all.  He 
thought  a  size  should  be  definitely  named 
in  the  Bill,  and  that  the  Department 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  above  that 
size,  though  they  should  have  power  to 
fix  a  size  below  the  maximum  laid -down. 
He  moved  his  Amendment  in  all  friendli- 
ness towards  the  Bill,  believing  that, 
so  far  from  injuring  the  measure,  it  would 
make  it  sotmder  and  more  efficient. 

Amendment  moved — 
**  In  Clause  1,  paoe  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word    'prohibiting'   to  the  word    'pro- 


vided '  in  line  10,  and  to  insert  the  words  '  the 
landing  from  steam  trawlers,  steam  carriers^ 
and  sailing  smacks  with  auxiliary  power  or 
of  sixty -five  tons  and  upwards,  of  turbot  and 
brill  not  exoeeiing  IS  inches  in  length,  and  of 
soles  and  plaice  not  exoeeding  11  inches  in 
length.^-nXortf  Tweedmouik,) 

Lord  HENBA6B  was  afraid  he 
could  not  agree  with  his  noble  friend 
that  this  Amendment  would  be  of  any 
assistance  in  passing  the  Bill.  •  He 
thought  it  would  have  a  contrary  effect. 
The  point  they  had  before  them  was  an 
extremely  nai^ow  one — namely,  whether 
they  were  going  to  put  a  limit  into  the 
Bill  with  regard  to  the  size  of  the  fish 
and  the  boats.  They  had  had  various. 
Bills  before  them  at  different  times,  and 
they  had  all  been  wrecked  on  exactly 
this  point  when  they  got  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  proposal  now  waa 
to  give  powers  to  the  Department  so  that 
they  might  use  them  in  an  experimental 
way  in  order  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  small  fish.  He  believed  that  if  they 
placed  in  t^e  Bill  the  Umits  proposed 
it  would  meet  the  same  fate  as  previous 
measures.  He  could  not  help  regretting: 
that  after  the  exhaustive  discussion  that 
had  taken  place  in  Committee,  and  after 
the  Amendment  had  been  defeated  there 
by  six  to  one,  his  noble  friend  should  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  bring  it  forward 
again  in  their  Lordships'  House.  Wish- 
ing, as  he  did,  to  see  the  Bill  passed 
through  the  other  House,  he  strongly 
opposed  the  Amendment  being  inserted^ 
He  also  objected  to  it  on  a  second  ground. 
As  his  noble  friend  had  said,  the  ideal 
state  of  things  was  a  convention  of  all 
the  nations  concerned,  and  he  believed 
that  to  put  an  AmendLment  of  this  kind 
into  the  Bill  and  thereby  prevent  the 
Government  from  having  a  free  hand  in 
experiments,  and  in  joining  other  nations 
in  experiments,  would  be  a  fatal  mistake. 
He  <Ud  not  believe  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  would  want 
to  exercise  undue  powers;  he  did  not. 
believe  that  they  would  desire  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  injure  the  trade.  Of 
one  thing,  however,  he  was  quite  certain — 
that  the  trade  at  this  moment  was  pretty 
well  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  would  have  a  bad  time  if 
he  attempted  to  go  beyond  the  require- 
ments and  necessities  of  the  case.     It  wa 
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for  these  reasons  that  he  strongly  opposed 
taking  away  from  the  Department  the 
power  of  exercising  a  free  hand.  More- 
if  they  adopted  the  Amendment 


over, 

they  would  be  going  in  the  teeth  of  their 
own  Report,  whieh  declared  that  it  was 
very  desirable  to  give  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  a  free  hand. 

*Thb  president  op  the  board  op 
AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES  (The 
Earl  of  Onslow)  said  he  welcomed  the 
friendly  spirit  in  which  the  noble  Lord 
opposite    had    greeted    the    Bill.      He 
-quite  understood  that  the  Amendment 
which  had  been  suggested  to  their  Lord- 
-ships  was  couched  in  terms  which  the 
noble  Lord  believed  might  facilitate  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  in  another  place.    But 
lie  would  venture  to  point  out  to  the 
noble  Lord  that  there  were  many  classes 
of  persons  engaged  in  the  fishing  industry, 
and  it  was  quite  possible  that  if  they 
passed  an   Act   preventing  interference 
with  trawlers  of  sixty-five  tons  or  under 
a  great  many  who   now  took  a  lively 
interest  in  the  passing  of  this  measure 
would  cease  to  do  so.    They  must  recol- 
lect that  the  very  large  steam  trawling 
industry    woidd    strongly    object    to  a 
possibility  of  sailing-vessels  coming  in 
and  fishing  where  they  were  either  pro- 
liibited  from  going  or  where  it  would  be 
useless  for  them  to  go  if  they  could  not 
land  fish  under  a  certain  size  limit.     The 
noble  Lord  had  quite  correctly  described 
the  object  of  the  Government  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill.    It  was  not  proposed  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  every  small 
iat  fish  in  the  North  Sea.    There  were  a 
very    large    number    of    His    Majesty's 
subjects  who  exercised  a  calling  which 
provided   them  with   a   somewhat  pre- 
carious living  and  which  necessitated  the 
capture  and  even  the  sale  of  a  number 
of  small  fish.     The  Bills  which  had  been 
introduced  in  former  sessions  had  invari- 
ably been  directed  at   the  act  of  sale. 
The  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  protect 
not  the  whole,  but  a  large  portion  of  the 
small  flat  fish  in  the  North  Sea.     The 
idea  was  that  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  it  should  be 
made  no  longer  worth  the  while  of  the 
large  steam  trawlers  to  go  to  the  eastern 
grounds  where  small  fish  most  abounded. 
But  if  it  was  to  be  limited  exclusively  to 
;steam  trawlers  and  to  the  very  large  sail- 
Lord  Heneage. 


mg  trawlers,  the  day  might  come  when  the 
smaller  vessels  of  sixty-four  tons  and  under 
might  say  that  here  was  a  rich  ground  to 
which  the  large  steam  vessels  were  de- 
barred from  going,  and  they  would  go 
there  and  reap  l£e  harvest  which  was 
denied  to  the  larger  vessels.    He  did  not 
think  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  put  in 
operation  an  order  which  would  afiect  any 
other  vessels  than  those  described  in  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord.    At  the 
same  time  he  thought  it  would  be  rash  if' 
Parliament  were  to  deprive  the  Depart- 
ment of  elasticity  of  powers  in  regard 
both  to  the  vessels  and  the  size  of    the 
fish.    As  regarded  the  latter  point  his 
noble  friend  was  well  aware  that  the 
evidence    given    before    the    Committee 
tended  to  show  that  there  was  consider- 
able variation  in  the  size  of  small  fish  at 
different  periods  and  at  different  times, 
and  that  a  size  limit  which  would  be 
perfectly  efficient  to-day  might  not  be  so 
ten  years  hence.    Again,  the  North  Sea 
was  not  the  only  part  of  the  coast  of 
these  islands  where  it  might  be  desirable 
to    protect    undersized    fish.     He    had 
received  a  representation  only  the  other 
day  from  the  Solway  Firth  in  which  he 
was  strongly  urged  that  a  limit  of  eight 
inches   for  plaice   and   soles    would  be 
heartily    welcomed    by    all    those    who 
fished  there.    He  did  not  say  that  the 
moment  had  arrived  when  that  should 
be  done,  but  he  thought  that  where  there 
was  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  adopting  a  size  limit  in  any 
part   of  the  territorial  waters  the  De- 
partment over  which  he  presided  ought 
not  to  be  debarred  from  giving  effect  to 
the  wishes  of   those  who  fished  in  the 
particular  waters  concemed.QBKJjSJfc: 

It  was  quite  true  that  his  Boardfhad 
only  recently  taken  over  the  Fisheries 
Department,  but  they  had  exercised 
powers  of  a  very  similar  nature  for  many 
years  past  in  the  interests  of  agricul- 
turists. They  had  had  to  impose  orders 
which  no  doubt  at  first  were  considered 
somewhat  onerous  and  vexatious,  but 
he  ventured  to  think  that  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  had  never  gone  beyond 
the  mature  opinion  of  the  agriculturists 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  orders  had 
always  been  framed  in  the  interests, 
and  with  the  general  consent,  of  those  for 
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whom  they  were  acting.  He  therefore 
asked  their  Lordships  to  believe  that  in 
the  matter  of  fisheries  the  Board  would 
not  act  in  anj  manner  different  from  that 
in  which  they  had  acted  in  agricultural 
matters.  He  would  have  no  objection 
to  acc^ting  the  Amendment  if  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  easy  to  per- 
suade Parliament  next  session,  or  in 
any  succeeding  session,  to  give  such 
further  powers  as  experience  might  prove 
to  be  necessary,  but  the  fishing  industry 
had  been  suing  at  the  doors  of  Parlia- 
ment for  years  past,  and  many  Bills 
had  been  introduced  not  only  by  private 
Members  but  by  the  representative  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  both  Conservative 
and  Liberal  Administrations,  but  none 
of  those  measures  had  ever  passed  into 
law.  With  that  experience  before  them 
it  would,  he  thought,  be  most  unwise 
to  tie  the  hands  of  the  Department  in 
the  hard-and-fast  manner  proposed  by 
the  noble  Lord,  more  especially  as  the 
Select  Committee,  of  which  the  noble 
Lord  was  a  member,  had  added  a  clause  to 
the  Bill  which  so  far  curtailed  the  powers 
of  the  Department  in  this  direction  as 
to  provide  that  no  order  of  the  Board 
should  come  into  force  until  it  had  been 
laid  on  the  Table  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment and  every  opportunity  given  for 
its  consideration,  and,  if  necessary  in 
the  interest  of  the  fishing  industry,  its 
alteration.  With  that  safeguard  given 
to  Parliament  he  thought  they  might 
safely  entrust  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  elastic  powers, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact,  as  already 
stated  by  Lord  Heneage,  that  the  fishing 
industry  was  well  organised,  and  that 
it  would  be  very  difficult  for  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  fly  in  the 
face  of  the  expressed  wishes  of  that 
industry. 

LoBD  TWEEDMOUTH  said  this  de- 
mand for  a  limit  with  regard  to  the  taking 
of  flat  fish  was  purely  a  North  Sea  demand. 
This  Bill  had  arisen  out  of  a  desire  that 
there  should  be  some  such  arrangements 
made  in  regard  to  the  North  Sea.  The 
mass  of  these  small  fish  were  on  the  far 
side  of  the  North  Sea.  Unless  they  could 
somehow  or  other  induce  the  nations  on 
the  other  side  of  the  North  Sea  to  prevent 
their  men  fishing  on  those  grounds,  His 
Majesty's  Government  never  would  be 
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able  to  enforce  it  against  their  own 
people.  The  noble  Earl  himself,  in  the 
Report  which  he  drafted,  had  made  it 
clear  that  he  looked  upon  this  Bill  as  a 
method  of  giving  a  lead  to  other  nations. 
The  noble  Earl  hoped  other  nations 
would  take  a  similar  course,  and  that  the 
result  would  be  that  the  larger  vessels 
of  all  nations  would  be  induced  not  to 
fish  in  those  waters  at  the  time  they  were 
so  full  of  small  fish.  For  his  part,  he 
would  like  to  see  a  close  time  in  those 
waters  against  all  nations.  If  they 
thought  that  by  any  legislation  in  this 
coimtry  they  were  going  permanently 
to  exclude  the  trawlers  of  Great  Britain 
from  fishing  there  while  the  waters 
remained  open  to  French,  Danish,  and 
Dutch  trawlers,  they  were  mistaken. 
Therefore  he  held  that  it  was  best  to  show 
clearly  to  foreign  nations  that  they 
meant  only  to  put  a  certain  restriction 
on  the  wholesale  catches  of  fish.  Foreign 
nations,  when  they  saw  that  it  was  not 
proposed  to  interfere  with  their  small 
fishermen,  would  be  much  more  likely 
to  agree  to  some  restriction  on  their 
bigger  fishing  boats.  He  did  not  propose 
to  place  any  limitation  whatever  on  the 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  to  make  whatever  regulations 
they  thought  fit  as  to  the  size  of  fish  to  be 
prohibited  from  being  landed,  except 
that  he  wished  to  provide  that  they 
should  not  prohibit  the  landing  of  turbot 
and  brill  above  thirteen  inches  in  length 
and  of  soles  and  plaice  over  eleven  inchea 
in  length,  at  which  size  they  were  quite 
marketable 

♦The  Earl  or  ONSLOW  said  the  bulk 
of  the  evidence  went  to  show  that  there 
was  practically  very  little  market  for 
small  fish  on  the  Continent.  Of  course, 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  prohibit  the 
landing  of  undersized  fish  from  foreign 
ships  of  any  tonnage. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  that  in 
his  opinion  the  evidence  on  the  first 
point  was  conflicting. 

On  Question,  Amendment  negatived. 

Verbal  Amendment  agreed  to. 

*Thb  Earl  op  ONSLOW  said  that  the 
next  Amendment  standing  in  his  name 
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was  merely  to  enable  the  Board  to  make 
use,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  out  the 
Act,  of  the  officers  appointed  by  the 
fisheries  committees  round  the  coast. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  aause  1,  line  22C  after  the  word  «or' 
to  inBert  the  words  'any  fishery  officer  ap- 
pointed under  the  Sea  Fiaheries  Regulation  Act, 
1888,  or,  in  England  or  Wales,  any  officer  ap- 
pointed in  that  behalf.* "— (^^e  Earl  of  Ondow.) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

*The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  explained 
that  there  were  a  number  of  different 
kinds  of  soles,  and  he  proposed  to  insert 
the  scientific  title  of  the  common  sole — 
namely,  solea  vulgaris — for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  any  possible  misdescription. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  2,  line  10,  after  the  word 
^sole*  to  insert  the  words  'soUa  vulgaris,*'' 
—{The  Earl  of  Ondow,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

*The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  said  the  object 
of  the  next  Amendment  standing  in  his 
name  was  to  apply  the  Act  to  Scotland. 

Amendment  moved — 

"In  Clanse  1,  page  2,  line  21,  after  the 
word  'Fisheries*  to  insert  the  words  'and  a 
reference  to  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Soot- 
land)  Act,  1895,  shall  be  substituted  for  the  refer- 
-enoe  to  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Act, 
1888.'  ''—(The  Earl  of  Ondow,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦The  Earl  op  ONSLOW  said  his  next 
Amendment  was  drafted  with  the  object 
of  giving  to  the  City  of  London  the  same 
powers  as  were  possessed  by  the 
<;ounty  councils,  the  City  Corporation 
having,  within  its  jurisdiction,  the  only 
fish  markets  existing  in  the  Metropolis. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  2,  after  line  21,  to  insert 
the  words  *  In  ihe  application  of  this  section 
to  the  administrative  county  of  London  refer- 
ences to  the  *•  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London  in  common  council 
assembled  '^  shall  be  substituted  for  referen^ 
to  the  council  of  a  county  or  borough.* "— (2a« 
Earl  of  Onslow,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Onslow. 


Clause  2  :—     ■ 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  that  in 
his  last  Amendment  he  had  endeavoured 
to  limit  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries,  but  in  the  Amend- 
ment which  he  now  moved,  he  deseed 
to  -extend  those  powers.  If  the  opening 
words  of  Clause  2,  which  he  proposed  to 
delete,  remained  in  the  clause  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  would  be 
limited,  so  far  as  this  clause  was  con- 
cerned, to  matters  affecting  the  prevention 
of  the  destruction  of  undersized  flat  fish. 
He  desired  these  words  cut  out  because 
he  thought  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  should  have  power  over  every 
kind  of  fish  in  the  sea  all  round  the  coast. 
Ahready  they  had  in  different  parts  of 
England  a  number  of  sea  fisheries  com- 
mittees, which  had  done  an  immense 
amount  of  useful  work,  especially  those 
in  Lancashire  and  Northumberland ;  and 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
if  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
had  the  power  of  securing  uniformity 
wherever  possible  between  the  action  of 
the  various  fisheries  committees.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the 
Board  to  have  concurrent  powers  with 
those  committees  as  to  regulations, 
which  would  enable  them  to  fill  in  the 
gaps  where  fisheries  committees  did  not 
exist  at  present,  or  where  they  might 
fall  in  in  the  future.  The  noble  Earl 
would  be  well  advised  in  taking  this  addi- 
tional power  for  his  Board,  and  he, 
therefore,  trusted  he  would  see  his  way 
to  accept  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  33,  to  leave  out 
the  words  *for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
destruction  of  any  undersized  flat  hsh.  — 
{Lord  Tweedmouth,) 

♦The  Marquess  op  HUNTLY  hoped 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  would 
see  their  way  to  accept  the  Amendment. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  to  confine  the  Bill 
simply  to  the  prevention  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  immature  fish  was  rather  a  timid 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  opportunity  were 
taken  of  this  BiU  to  enable  the  Board  to 
secure  the  powers  which  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  should  be  given  to  them.    At 
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the    present    time     there    were     many 
anomahes    existing.      Foreign    trawlers, 
for  instance,  that  fished  in  the  Moray 
Yxrih.  were  allowed  to  land  the  fish  in 
English  ports,  whibt  they  were  precluded 
from   landing  them   in   Scottish   ports. 
This    Amendment    would    give    to    the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  power 
to  assimilate  the  various  by-laws.     He 
understood  that  the  same  thing  was  going 
on  in    the  Clyde,  where  waters  which 
were  closed  to  heme  trawlers  by  the  order 
of  the  Fbheries  Board  were  being  fished 
by  trawlers  under  a  foreign  flag,  aud  the 
fish   were   being  landed  in  Lancashire, 
where  a  very  extensive  market  was  being 
got  for  them.    That  was  an    anomaly 
which   was   creating   very   great  heart- 
burning in  Scotland.    Their  experiments 
were  useless  as  long  as  foreign  vesseb 
were  allowed  to  go  there  and  catch  fish 
and  land  them  in  England.    Therefore  he 
thought  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to    take    the 
powers  which  the  Amendment  would  give 
them    to   remove    this   anomaly.    Lord 
Tweedmouth  had  been  told  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  six  to  oue  against  him  in 
regard  to  his  first  Amendment,  but  on  the 
subject  which  their  Lordships  now  had 
before  them  the  Committee  were  unani- 
mously  in  favour   of   something   being 
done,  for  in  their  Report  they  declared 
that  it  was  desirable  that  so  far  as  possible 
there  should  be  greater  uniformity  of  by- 
laws round  the  whole  of  the  coast,  and 
they  expressed  the  opinion  that  Clause 
^  of  the  Bill  would  tend  in  that  direction. 
It  was  true  quite  that  the  clause  would 
tend  in  that  direction,  but,  if  the  words 
which  the  noble  Lord  proposed  to  strike  I 
out  were  left  in,  it  limited  the  Bill  to  the 
prevention  of  the  destruction  of  under- 
sized  flat  fish.     He  hoped  that  if  the 
numbers  in  the  House  were  sufficient  the 
noble  Lord  would  divide  on  the  Amend- 
ment, and  that  if  there  were  not  a  suffi- , 
cient  number  of  noble  Lords  present  to  go 
to  a  division,  he  would  bring  it  up  at  a 
future  stage. 

Lo&D  HENEAOE  said  his  noble  friend 
had  apparently  forgotten  that  by  inter- 
national law  foreigners  were  entitled  to  j 
fish  at  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  the  : 
shore  outside  the  territorial  waters,  and  I 
that  neither  any  by-law  in  Scotland  or  | 


anywhere  else  could  possibly  prevent  them. 
Having  that  right,  the  noble  Lord  asked 
the  House  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of 
selling  their  fish  in  English  ports,  which 
they  had  always  up  to  the  present  time 
enjoyed  and  which  was  hoped — and 
hoped  sometimes  in  vain — would  en- 
courage them  to  give  to  British  trawlers 
the  same  right  in  their  ports.  The  Bill, 
as  introduced  and  read  a  second  time^ 
was  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  under- 
sized «^fish,  and  it  had  been  thoroughly 
thrashed  out  before  a  Select  Committee 
on  that  principle.  Witnesses  were  never 
I  called  with  regard  to  any  other  question 
except  to  the  best  way  of  stopping  the 
destruction  of  undersized  flat  fish.  To 
now  put  in  the  Bill  a  clause  which  would 
be  a  red  rag  to  every  fisherman  round 
the  coast  would  be  a  great  mistake. 
He  hoped  uniformity  might  be  promoted 
amongst  the  various  fishery  committees, 
but  he  did  not  wish  to  see  this  Bill  turned 
into  one  for  enforcing  by-laws  which 
the  English  fisherman  objected  to  so 
much. 

*The  Earl  of  ONSLOW  said  he  did 
not  know  which  to  admire  most,  the 
solicitude  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  to 
protect  the  fishermen  of  the  country 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture or  the  confidence  which  he  reposed  in 
that  Board  in  his  desire  to  give  it  power 
to  make  by-laws  on  any  subject  con- 
nected with  fishing  round  the  whole  of  the 
coast.  He  viewed  with  some  misgiving 
the  idea  of  throwing  open  the  Bill  to  other 
purposes  than  that  of  the  prevention 
of  the  destruction  of  undersized  flat  fish. 
A  great  deal  of  what  his  noble  friend 
aimed  at  in  regard  to  the  uniformity 
of  by-laws  was  already  provided,  for 
there  was  power  given  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  make  by- 
laws themselves  in  cases  where  there 
were  no  fishery  committees,  and  to 
assimiliate  the  by-laws  which  existed 
so  far  as  they  applied  to  undersized  fish. 
The  noble  Marquess  opposite  had  alluded 
to  the  anomaly  of  foreign  vessels  not  being 
permitted  to  land  fish  in  Scotland  but 
being  permitted  to  land  them  in  England. 
He  admitted  that  that  was  an  anomaly, 
but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  proper 
to  deal  with  it  in  a  Bill  of  this  sort.  It 
should  be  dealt  with  in  an  entirely 
separate  measure.    He  had  considerable 
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sympathy  with  the  views  of  his  noble 
friend,  though  he  was  afraid  he  had  not 
quite  as  much  sympathy  with  the  poUcy 
which  closed  the  Moray  Firth  to  British 
trawlers.  But,  be  that  as  it  might,  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  extend 
the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  force  powers  on  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  which  they 
did  not  wish  to  possess,  and  he 'would 
not,  therefore,  persist  in  his  Amendment. 
But  he  thought  it  was  an  anomalous 
state  of  things  that  all  round  the  coast 
they  had  fishery  committees  able  to 
deal  with  all  sorts  of  fishing  in  their 
jurisdiction,  whilst  the  principal  Depart- 
ment in  London  had  only  power  in  regard 
to  the  prevention  of  the  destruction  of 
undersized  flat  fish.  Surely  they  might 
have  equal  powers  with  the  sea  fishery 
committees  to  deal  with  the  catching  of 
round  fish  as  well  as  fiat  fish. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  Committee, 
withdrawn. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Standing  Committee  negatived. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five 
minutes  before  Seven  o'clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  half -past 
Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  19^  AprU^  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (NO 
STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bilk,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing 
Orders  are  appUoable,  viz.  : — Local  Gov- 
ernment Provisional  Order  (Poor  Law) 
Bill  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 

The  Earl  of  Onshw. 


Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District 
Water  BUI;  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Bill.  As  amended,  considered;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Cambrian  Railways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Elys^ 
Palace  Hotel  Company  Bill  [Lords]; 
Gosport  Water  Bill  [Lords];  Huddersfield 
Corporation  Act,  1902  (Amendment) 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Matlock  and  District  Gas 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Metropolitan  Railway  Bill 
[Lords];  New  River  (Company  Bill  [Lords]; 
Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tynemouth 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords];  University  of 
Leeds  Bill  [Lords];  Victoria  University 
of  Manchester  Bill  [Lords];  West  Metro- 
politan Railway  (Abandonment)  BiU 
[Lords] ;  Yorktown  and  Blackwater  Qsa 
Bill  [Lords].  Read  a  second  time,  and 
committed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  G). 
Captain  Jessel  reported  from  the 
(Tommittee  on  Group  O  of  Private  Bills ; 
That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  they 
had  adjourned  until  Friday,  at  Twelve  it 
the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 
Resolutions  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee^ 

1 .  ''  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Tottenham 
Improvement  Bill,  Petition  for  Additional 
Provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with :  That  the  parties  be 

gsrmitted  to  introduce  their  Additional 
revision  if  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
think  fit.*' 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Strabane, 
Raphoe,  aod  Convoy  Railway  Bill, 
Petition  for  Additional  Provision,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
introduce  their  additional  Provision  if 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill  think  fit.'* 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  (Sty  of 
London  (Central  Criminal  Court  House), 
Petition  for  leave  to  deposit  a  Petition 
for  Bill,  the  Standing  (Jrders  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with :  That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  deposit  their  Petition  fot  a 
BiU." 

4.  ''That,  in  the  case  of  the  North 
Wales  Electric  Power  Bill  [Loids],  the 
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Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  ; 
with :  That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  i 
proceed  with  their  Bill."  I 

I 

Resolutions  agreed  to.  I 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


PETITIONS. 


DOGS  BILL. 

Petition  from  Montrose,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

UCENOES  (RENEWAL). 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Worthing;  St.  Just;   Drift    San- 
creed;  Carfury;  Penzance  (two) ;  Qosen; 
Bow;    Knowlwood;    Ilminstar;    Acton; 
Teadon  (three) ;  Bolton ;  Chelsea ;  Baildon 
Green ;  Morton  Banks ;  Ouiseley ;  Barn-  J 
staple;    Buckland   Brewer;   Ilfracombe; 
Dkley  ;     Plumstead  ;    Glasgow    (two)  ;  J 
Bristol  (two);  Walbottle;  Blyth;  Brow;  j 
Beech  Grove ;  and  Flimby  (two) ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table.  I 

REFORMATORY  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL.  I 

Petition  from  Montrose,  in  favour;  to 
Tie  upon  the  Table.  i 

RE-VACCINATION  BILL.  | 

Petition  from  St.  Helens,  in  favour;  to  i 

lie  upon  the  Table.  ! 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL. 
Petition  from  Ohelsea,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  AND  COUNTY  COUNCILS  (QUALI- 
nCATION  OF  WOMEN)  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Montrose,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL  (CHINESE  LABOUR 
ORDINANCE). 

Petition  from    Chelmsford,   for  with- 
drawal; to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


UGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railwa3rs  in  the  urban  and  rural 
districts  of  Rugby,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick  (Rugby  and  District  Light 
Railway  Order,  1904)  [by  Command]: 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  (1901-6). 
Copy  ordered,  ''of  Statement  and  Re- 
venue  and  Bxpenditure  as  laid  before 
the  House  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer when  opening  the  Budget. "~ 
{Mr.  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No . 
132.] 

SAVINGS  BANKS  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
[DEFICIENCY  ANNUITY]. 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  continuance  of  the  payment  of  the 
terminable  annuity  payable  under  the 
Savings  Banks  Act,  1880,  in  pursuance 
of  any  Act  of  the  present  session  to 
amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts  (King's 
Recommendation  signified),  To-morrow. 
— (Mr,  Victor  Cavendish.) 

TRADE  OP  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 
WITH  GERMANY. 

Return  [presented  18th  April]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  1.31.] 
I 

!  EXPLOSIONS     (EXPLOSION      AT     THE 
FACTORY  OF  MESSRS.  CURTIS  AND 
HARVEY,   LIMITED,  FAVERSHAM, 
'         KENT). 

I  Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  Captain 
'  M.  B.  Lloyd,  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of 
Explosives,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
j  the  Home  Department,  on  the  circum* 
I  stances  atten<£ng  an  explosion  of  gun- 
powder which  occurred  in  the  mixing 
I  house  of  the  factory  of  Messrs.  Curtis 
j  and  Harvey,  Limited,  at  the  Marsh, 
I  Faversham,  on  the  2nd  February,  1904 
I  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


VAGRANTS'  CHILDREN  PROTECTION 
BILL. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  miide  by  the 
Petition  from  Montrose,  in  favour;  to  I  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
lie  upon  the  Table.  !  fied  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
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authoriaiiig  the  coostruction  of  Light  ] 
Railways  from  St.  Osyth  to  Clacton-on- 1 
Sea,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  in  the  rural ; 
district  of  Tendring,  and  the  urban  dis-  \ 
trict  of  Clacton  (Clacton-on-Sea  and 
Osyth  Light  Railway  Order,  1904)  [by  ; 
Command] ;  to  Ue  upon  the  Table. 

UGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the    construction    of    Light  I 
Railways  in  the  borough  of  Leicester  and  | 
in  the  rural  districts  of  Barrow-upon-  ! 
Soar  and  of  Market  Bos  worth,  in  the  | 
county  of  Leicester  (Leicester  and  Dis- 
trict Light  Railways  Order,  1904)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  Light 
Railways  in  the  parishes  of  Arkley, 
Bamet  Vale,  Chipping  Barnet,  Bushey 
Rural,  Bushey  Urban,  and  Watford 
Urban,  in  the  county  of  Hertford 
(County  of  Hertford  Light  Railways 
(No.  1)  Order,  1904)  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Liffht  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
transferring  to  the  Blayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Citizens  of  the  city  of  Bradford  the 
powers  conferred  upon  the  Nidd  Valley 
Light  Railway  Company  by  the  Nidd 
Valley  Light  Railway  Order,  1901,  and 
amending  that  Order  (Bradford  Corpora- 
tion (Nidd  Valley  Transfer)  light  Rail- 
way Order,  1904)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


Royal  Hospitals  at  Chelsea  and  Kil- 
mainham  the  balance  now  on  hand  of 
the  tobacco  which  has  been  seized  aft 
contraband. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Victor  Cavendish.} 
I  regret  that  it  is  not  possible  to  adopt 
this  suggestion.  The  grant  of  seised 
tobacco  is  confined  in  the  first  instance 
to  cases  where  the  tobacco  would  other- 
wise be  charged  upon  the  Votes.  This 
covers  not  only  the  Eew  and  Edinburgh 
Botanic  Gardens,  but  also  the  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylums  at  Broadmoor  J)undnim» 
and  PertL  Any  surplus  not  needed  for 
these  institutions  is  given,  under  an 
arrangement  made  in  1893,  to  troops 
going  on  foreign  service. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Distribution  of  Contraband  Tobacco  to 
Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Pensioners. 

Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  consider  the  practicability  of  dis- 
tributing amongst  the  pensioners  of  the 


Inspection  of  Tenement  Houses  used  aa 
Workshops. 

Mr.  FORDE  RIDLEY  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  hu  attention 
has  been  called  to  a  statement  lately 
made  by  one  of  the  sanitaiy  inspectora 
of  the  borough  of  Bethnal  Qreen  as  to 
the  evasion  of  the  Factory  Act  in  con- 
sequence of  workrooms  being  part  of 
tenement  houses,  thus  avoidmg  in- 
;  spection  by  the  authorities  as  to  the 
'  sanitary  conditions,  overcrowding,  and  . 
other  circumstances  under  which  the 
work  is  done;  and,  if  so,  can  he  give 
any  hope  of  these  evils  being  remedied 
by  the  issuing  of  an  Order  in  Council  or 
other  method. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers* 
Douglas.)  I  do  not  clearly  understand 
the  Question,  and  I  thmk  there  may  be 
some  misconception.  So  far  as  I  oan 
gather  from  inquiries,  the  statement 
referred  to  did  not  attribute  any  diffi- 
culty in  enforcing  the  Factory  Act  in 
workrooms  to  the  fact  that  they  form 
part  of  tenement  houses ;  and,  as  a  fact» 
the  provisions  of  that  Act  are  enforce- 
able equally  in  tenement  houses  as  else* 
where.  I  understand  that  it  is  a  rule  in 
Bethnal  Green  that  these  houses  should 
be  visited  once  a  month.  On  the  in- 
formation before  me  no  question  appears 
to  have  arisen  which  calls  for  farther 
action  on  my  part. 
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Tiiftwiaing  and  Bmnkeimess  in  Lirerpool. 
Snt  FREDERICK  IQLNER  (Notting- 
hamshire. Bassetlaw) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  aware  that  during  the  last 
five  years  in  Liverpool  248  lioences  have 
been  taken  away  by  the  magistrates,  and 
that  proceedings  for  drunkenness  have 
increased  from  4,069  in  1899  to  7,507  in 
1903;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  take 
steps  by  l^islation  or  otherwise  to  deal 
witii  the  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akent- 
Douglas.)  Accepting  the  figures  given 
as  correct  (though  I  have  been  unable  to 
verify  the  number  of  licences  stated  to 
have  been  taken  away),  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  mther  from  the  Question  what  is 
the  evu  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
suggests  should  be  remedied  by'  legis- 
lation. I  may  say  that  the  increase  in 
prosecutions  for  drunkenness  is  discussed 
in  the  Report  on  the  Liverpool  Police 
for  1903,  and  is  attributed  by  the  head 
constable  not  to  an  increase  in  drunken- 
ness but  to  a  more  strict  administration 
of  the  law,  due,  in  some  part,  to  the 
Licensing  Act  of  1902. 

Postal  Arrangements  at  Donard,  Oounty 
Wicklow. 

Mb.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.):  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whetner  he  has  come  to  any  decision 
in  reference  to  an  alteration  in  the 
postal  arrangements  of  Donard,  county 
Wicklow. 

(Ansfjoered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  I  hope 
shortly  to  be  in  a  position  to  inform  the 
hon.  Member  of  the  arrangements  which 
are  being  made  for  an  improved  service 
to  Donard  during  the  summer  months. 

Oonsular  Reports. 
Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
To  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AfEairs,  has  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  been  given 
to  the  Report  of  Mr.  Consul*Oeneral 
Chapman,  dated  5th  March,  1904,  on  the 
changes  in  the  distribution  of  works  of 
art  in  the  royal  galleries  of  Florence; 
does  the  preparation  of  such  Reports 
as  this  come  within  the  sphere  of  Con- 
sular duties;  and  will  he  consider  the 
propriety  of  abstaining  in  future  from 
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printing  and  circulating  Reports. of  this 
character  at  the  public  expense. 

(Answered  by  Earl  Percy.)  1.  Yes,  Sir. 
2.  Consular  officers  are  expected  to  send 
home  from  time  to  time,  in  addition  to 
their  annual  Reports  on  trade,  special 
Reports  on  subjects  of  general  interest, 
including  the  arts  and  sciences.  The 
Report  in  question  is  supplementary  to  a 
Report  by  Consul-General  Chapman  on 
"Florence,  its  Administration  and  In* 
stitutions,"  which  was  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment in  June,  1898.  3.  It  is  not  intended 
to  publish  Reports  of  this  character  ex- 

I  cept  in  special  instances ;  but  the 
Secretary  of  State  would  prefer  not  to 

I  lay  down  any  hard  and  fast  rule  on  the 

i  subject. 

I 

Cotton  in  India— Oonsumption  and 
I  Orowth. 

I  Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham) :  To  ask  the 
I  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  will 
I  state  how  the  estimates  of  local  con- 
I  sumption  of  cotton  for  purposes  other 
I  than  cotton  spinning  are  made ;  and 
I  whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
I  of  presenting  to  the  House  each  year  a 
I  Return  showing,  in  regard  to  the  previous 
I  year,  the  total  estimated  yield  of  cotton 
I  both  in  British  India  and  the  Native 
;  States,  and  the  export  from  India  and 
the  consumption  in  India  both  in  cotton 
I  manufacture  and  for  other  purposes. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
I  Various    estimates     have    at    difEerent 
'  times  been    made    of  the    quantity    of 
I  cotton  locally  consumed  in  India  other- 
wise than  by  the  Indian  spinning  mills. 
A  summary  of   the  data  on  which  the 
!  calculation  has  been  made  is  given  in 
volume  4,  page  55,  of  Dr.  George  Watt's 
Dictionary  of  the  Economic  Products  of 
India.    I  will  ask  the  Viceroy  whether 
any  more  recent  and  reliable  estimate 
has  been  made,  and  whether  the  Return 
asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member  can  be 
prepared. 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  Irish  Lunatic 
Asylums. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  of  British  sailors  and  soldiers  at 
present  confined  in  lunatic  asylums  in 
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Ireland;  and  whether  the  Treasury,  in 
accordance  with  the  Lunacy  (Ireland) 
Act,  1901,  contribute  to  their  mainten- 
ance; and,  if  so,  how  much  per  head. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
inspectors  of  lunatics  have  no  in- 
formation of  the  number  of  sailors  and 
soldiers  confined  in  district  asylums. 
There  is  no  Treasury  contribution  in  aid 
of  the  maintenance  of  discharged  sailors 
and  soldiers  while  so  confined,  but  the 
ordinary  capitation  grant  is  payable  in 
such  cases  out  of. the  local  taxation 
account. 

Expenses  of  Candidates  for  Dental 
Appointments  to  the  Army. 

Mb.  SHACELETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  expenses  of 
the  candidates  for  dental  appointments 
who  were  asked  to  attend  at  the  War 
Office  for  an  interview  were  not  paid; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  proposes  to  re- 
consider this  decision. 

{dnstcered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold' 
Forster.)  It  ts  not  the  practice  to  give 
travelling  expenses  in  such  cases,  and 
there  would  not  appear  to  be  any  sound 
grounds  for  making  any  alteration  of  the 
practice  for  the  case  in  question. 

Rifle  Manufacture. 
Colonel  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  En- 
field): To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  contract  for  the  manu- 
facture of  rifles  at  £4  10s.,  given  to  trad- 
ing firms,  is  only  for  the  number  to  be 
delivered  and  paid  for  during  the  present 
financial  year ;  and,  if  *not,  whether  it 
will  be  possible  to  revise  the  price  should 
it  be  found  the  rifle  can  be  turned  out 
more  cheaply  than  expected. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Amold- 
Forster,)  The  price  mentioned  appUes  to 
a  specific  number  of  rifles,  which,  it  is 
anticipated,  will  be  dehvered  before  the 
close  of  the  current  financial  year,  when 
fresh  arrangements  can  be  made  if 
necessary. 

Committee  on  Barrack  Construction- 
Publication  of  Beport. 

Sib  CARNE  RASCH  (£ssex,  Chehns- 
f ord) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 


War  when  the  terms  of  the  Report  of 
Lord  Esher's  Committee  on  the  Construc- 
tion of  Barracks,  1902,  will  be  printed 
for  the  information  of  Parliament. 


{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  AmM- 
Farster,)  There  do  not  appear  to  be  any 
grounds  for  departing  from  the  decision 
previously  announced  not  to  pubfish  tiiis 
Report,  which  was  one  of  a  purely 
Departmental  character. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Naval  Balvace  Operations. 
Sib  JOHN  LENO  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  A^iralty 
whether,  in  cases  like  that  of  Al  Sub- 
marine, the  British  Navy  is  entirely 
dependent  on  foreign  or  other  salvage 
companies;  whether  it  is  adequately 
equipped  with  appliances  for  lifting 
simken  or  stranded  vessels;  whether 
our  naval  officers  are  instructed  in  carry- 
ing out  salvage  operations ;  and  whether 
there  is  a  naval  salvage  corps,  and  who 
is  at  the  head  of  it. 

*The  secretary  to  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge):  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will 
find  all  the  information  asked  for  in  my 
printed  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Chester  on  the  15th  instant.f 

Sir  JOHN  LENO :  Is  there  any  naval 
salvage  corps  ? 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN :  No,  Sir. 

The  War  in  the  Far  East. 
Sir  JOHN  LENO :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  anv 
officer  connected  with  the  Naval  Intelli- 
gence Department  has  been  sent  out  to 
the  Far  East  to  observe  and  report  upon 
the  tactics  of  the  naval  combatants  in 
the  war  between  Russia  and  Japan. 


♦Mr.  PRETYMAN; 
affirmative. 


The  reply  is  in  the 


Boyal  Garrison  Begiment. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

t  See  page  296. 
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War  whether  provision  will  be  made  that 
the  men  of  the  Royal  Garrison  Regiment, 
at  present  under  orders  for  transport  from 
Malta  to  South  Africa,  who  are  within 
twelve  months  of  the  completion  of  their 
term  of  service,  and  many  of  whom  are 
within  from  seven  to  ten  months  of  that 
completion,  should  not  proceed  to  South 
Africa  but  should  be  sent  to  the  depot  at 
home  to  complete  the  remainder  of  their 
period  of  service,  having  regard  to  the 
expense  involved  on  their  return  home 
after  a  few  months  service  in  South 
Africa,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Indian 
Government,  before  the  departure  of  the 
Lancaster  Regiment  from  Malta  to  India, 
refused  to  take  over  men  who  had  less 
than  twelve  months  to  serve  before  the 
completion  of  their  term  of  service  from 
the  date  of  the  landing  of  the  regiment  in 
India. 

♦The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.) :  The  services  of  these  men  are  not 
required  at  home,  and  there  will  be  such 
ample  transport  available  from  South 
Africa  about  t^e  let  November  that  no 
extra  cost  to  the  public  will  be  incurred 
by  sending  to  South  Africa  all  men  whose 
time  will  not  expire  before  that  date. 
The  question  of  expense  does  not^  there- 
fore, enter  into  the  matter,  nor  is  it 
analogous  to  the  case  quoted. 

Recruiting  in  Ireland. 
BIr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  a  lithographed  circular,  dated  3rd 
March,  1894,  signed  by  Major  Qerard, 
Recruiting  StafE  Officer  for  Dublin,  and 
sent  to  business  firms  in  Dublin  asking 
them  to  advise  any  respectable  young 
man  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
twenty-five  who  may  apply  to  them  for 
work  which  they  cannot  give  them,  or 
whom  these  firms  may  dismiss  for  any 
reason  other  than  misconduct  or  physical 
inability,  to  join  the  Army,  with  the 
promise  of  situations  on  leaving 
the  Army;  whether  this  circular  was 
issued  on  the  initiative,  direct  or  indirect, 
of  the  War  Office  authorities,  and 
whether  it  meets  with  the  sanction  of 
those  authorities ;  and  what  explanation, 
if  any,  has  the  War  Office  to  give  for  the 
issue  of  this  circular. 


I  ♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  have 
seen  the  circular  in  question,  which  is 
signed  by  Major  Luard,  and  which 
appears  to  be  a  very  proper  one.  The 
document  contains  no  promise,  as  alleged 
in  the  Question,  of  pituations  on  leaving 
the  service,  but  expresses  a  hope  of,  in 
future,  being  able  to  thoroughly  recom- 
mend men  when  leaving  the  service  for 
situations  in  firms  such  as  the  firm  in  ques- 
tion. I  must  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  recruiting  officers  carry  out 
their  duties  under  the  orders  of  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  without 
reference  to  the  War  Office. 

Irish  Army  Ordnance  Department. 
Mr.  CLAUDS  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  War  Office  whether  labourers 
employed  in  the  Army  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland  are  paid  a  full  week's 
wage  when  holidays  occur  in  a  week,  or 
whether  they  are  paid  only  for  the 
actual  days  upon  which  work  is  done ; 
and  whether  he  will  state  the  maximum 
and  minimum  wage  per  week  of  such 
labourers. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  Labourers 
!  employed  in  the  Army  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland  and  elsewhere  receive 
!  pay  for  the  official  Government  holi- 
days, as  laid  down  in  the  Pay  Warrant 
only.  The  wages  vary  according  to  the 
market  rates  in  the  various  districts. 
The  lowest  rate  paid  is  16s.  a  week  and 
the  highest  18s.  6d.;  leading  hands 
receive  about  2a.  a  week  extra. 

Ohinese  Oovemment  and  the  Transvaal 
Labour  Ordinance* 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  tYorkshire, 
Cleveland)  :  I  beff  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  negotiations  with  the 
Chinese  (Government  relating  to  the 
recruiting  of  labourers  for  the  Transvaal 
are  yet  completed ;  and  when  he  will  be 
able  to  lay  further  Papers  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 

I  wick  and  Leamington) :  Every  possible 

I  efiort  has  been  made  to  expedite  the 
completion  of  arrangements.    As  soon  as 

I  the  negotiations  are  complete  no  time 

I  will  be  lost  in  laying  Papers. 
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Chinese  Indantiired  Labour  in  the 
Transvaal. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
he  can  now  state  what  safeguard  there 
will  be  for  the  Chinese  indentured 
labourer  i^  after  an  experience  of  some 
months,  he  finds  that  continuous  work 
in  the  mines  is  deleterious  to  his  health; 
whether  if,  under  these  circumstances,  he 
breaks  his  contract  with  the  object  of 
returning  to  China,  he  will  have  to  re* 
pay  the  expenses  and  the  cost  of  his 
passage  home ;  and,  if  so,  whether  ar- 
rangements will  be  made  to  render  it 
possible  for  him  to  earn  the  necessary 
amount,  seeing  that  he  is  prohibited 
from  doing  any.  work  above  ground. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  :!I  have  to  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  my  answer  to  a 
similar  Question  on  the  29th  March,  f 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  On  the  last 
occasion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
he  did  not  quite  understand  my  Question. 
It  was  intended  to  refer  to  men  who 
became  unhealthy  some  months  after 
they  arrived  in  the  Transvaal  and  found 
themselves  unable  to  continue  to  work 
in  the  mines. 

Unemployedi^affin  in  the  Transraal. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  beg  to 
eisk  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  can  no^  state  the 
number  of  Kaffirs  at  present  in  what  are 
termed  the  unemployed  shelters  in  the 
Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony; 
and  whether  he  can  give  the  number  of 
the  occupants  of  these  unemployed 
shelters  on  the  first  of  each  month  for 
the  last  six  months. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  not  yet 
received  the  information  but  hope  to  do 
so  soon.  I  have  telegraphed  to  Lord 
Milner  on  the  subject. 

Congo  Free  State—Injuries   to    British  i 
Sul^ects.  { 

Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham):  I  beg  to  I 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State    for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Memoranda 
giving  examples  of  injuries  suffered  by 
British  subjects  in  the  Congo  Free  State 

t  See  (4)  Debates^  cxxxii.,  975. 


mentioned  in  tiie  third  paragraph  of 
page  84  of  White-book,  Africa,  No.  1 
(1904),  have  been  s<»nt  to  the  Government 
of  the  Congo  Free  State;  and,  if  so, 
whether  a  copy  will  be  laid  i;^n  the 
Table. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl  Pbroy, 
Kensington,  S.) :  The  answer  to  the  &nt 
Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  These 
matters  were  dealt  with  locally.  The 
Memoranda  were  communicated  to  the 
Congo  Government  in  consequence  of  the 
doubt  expressed  in  their  Note  of  17ih 
September  as  to  the  statement  that  the 
time  of  His  Majesty's  Consul  had  been 
engrossed  by  inquiries  into  the  grievances 
of  British  subjects.  As  they  have  no 
connection  with  the  general  complaint 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  of  Ae 
system  of  administration  prevailing  in 
the  Free  State,  it  is  not  proposed  to  lay 
the  Papers. 

Congo  Free  State— IllTreatment  of 
Natives- 

Mr.  EMMOTT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  any  reply  has  been  made 
to  the  request  of  the  Gk>vemment  of  the 
Congo  Free  State,  reported  in  the  third 
paragraph  of  page  3  of  the  White-book, 
Africa  No.  1  (1904),  for  the  facts  in 
reference  to  cases  of  ill-treatment  of 
natives,  which  had  then  been  reported 
in  the  despatches  of  His  Majesty  s  Con- 
sular Agents ;  and,  if  so,  whether  a  copy 
of  the  reply  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Earl  PERCY :  His  Majesty 's  Bfinis^  er 
at  Brussels  has  been  instructeid  to  inform 
the  Congo  Government  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  see  no  object  in  communi- 
cating the  reports  mentioned  in  the 
Question,  which  are  now  of  ancient  date, 
and  although  founded  on  apparently 
reliable  testimony,  were  not,  like  the 
recent  Report  by  Mr.  Casement,  the  result 
of  personal  inquiry  by  His  Majesty's 
Consular  Officers. 

Macedonian  (Gendarmerie- 
Mr.  CHARLES  ALLEN  (Gloucester- 
shire, Stroud) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can 
state  whether  the  Turkish  Government 
have  refused  the  proposals  with  regard  to 
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the  Hacedonidn  gendarmerie  pat  forward 
by  the  Governments  of  Austria  and 
Russia  since  the  Turkbh  Note  of  25th 
Maroh;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  twenty- 
five  foreign  officers  appointed  to  the 
gendarmarie  will  be  accompanied  by 
non-commissioned  officers;  and  whether 
the  powers  of  these  officers  have  as  yet 
been  fully  agreed  upon  and  defined. 

Earl  PERCY  :  The  Turkish  Govern- 
ment have  since  their  Note  of  the  24th 
maintained  their  refusal  to  employ  the 
full  complement  of  officers  and  non- 
conmiissioned  officers  proposed  by  the 
Aostro-Hongarian  and  Russian  Ambassa- 
dors. The  latter  have  in  a  Note  dated 
Ist  {April,  insisted  on  an  unreserved 
acceptance  of  their  demands  and  in  the 
meantime  the  twenty -five  foreign  officers, 
whose  employment  has  already  been 
sanctioned,  have  been  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Salonica.  No  non-commissioned 
officers  have  yet  been  sent  out.  The 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  foreign 
officers  were  defined  in  the  Note  presented 
to  the  Porte,  and  no  objection  was  raised 
ii  their  last  reply. 

Siam. 
^SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether/  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  lay  before  Parliament  the 
Agreements  entered  into  with  Siam  by 
the  French  Government  as  well  as  by 
EUs  Majesty's  Grovemment  as  to  the 
outlying  portions  of  the  Siamese 
dominions,  and  referred  to  in  Lord  Lans- 
downe's  despatch  covering  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  arrangements  with 
France ;  whether  the  French  Agreements 
thus  referred  to  or  incorporated  have 
yet  received  the  sanction  of  the  French 
Legislature;  and,  if  not,  whether  their 
present  form  may  be  considered  as  final 
in  connection  with  the  assent  to  be  asked 
from  the  French  Legislature  to  all  the 
arrangements  dealing  with  Siam. 

Earl  PERCY :  Two  Agreements  have 
been  entered  into  with  Siam  by  the 
French  Government ;  as  the  first  of  these 
was  not  ratified  by  the  French  Legis- 
lature a  second  Agreement  was  negotiated, 
and  now  awaits  ratification.  Both  of 
these  Agreements  have  been  published 


in  the  French  Press.  The  first  Agree- 
ment has,  we  understand,  been  entirely 
suj^erseded,  and  there  would  be  no 
object  in  presenting  it  to  Parliament* 
Until  the  second  A^preement  has  recmved 
the  sanction  of  the  French  Chambers, 
we  cannot  undertake  to  say  that  it  has^ 
assumed  its  final  shape.  The  Agree- 
ments entered  into  between  His  Majesty's 
Government  and  Siam  with  regard  to 
the  Siamese  Dependencies  in  the  Malay 
Peninsula  are  of  a  strictly  confidential 
nature,  and  in  deference  to  the  strong 
wish  of  the  Siamese  (Jovenmient  it  is 
not  intended  to  make  them  public. 

Smuggling  of  Ammunition  in  the  Persian 
Gulf 

Mr.  swift  MACNBHiL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  l^ade 
whether  the  Board  is  aware  of  the  recent 
discovery  of  smuggling  from  the  Persian 
Gulf,  through  our  Custom  House  at 
Karachi,  of  ball  cartridge  ammunition, 
marked  Birmingham  Arms  Factory; 
and  have  efforts  been  made  to  trace 
here,  from  the  place  of  origin,  the 
channels  through  which  this  illicit 
traffic  reached  British  India,  also  its 
subsequent  destination. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford): I  have  no  information  on  this 
matter  beyond  what  I  have  seen  in  a 
newspaper.  The  Government  of  India 
will  be  asked  to  furnish  a  report. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  make  in- 
quiries nearer  home — say  at  some  of  the 
Birmingham  factories ! 

Promotion  in  the  Central  Telegraph 
Office. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
on  7th  May,  1903,  it  was  officially  stated 
that  a  certain  female  telegraphist  of  the 
Central  Office,  London,  had  not  been 
promoted  to  any  superior  grade,  but  had 
been  merely  teinporarily  lenc  to  the 
Central  Telephone  Exchange,  he  will  state 
if  the  lady  in  question  is  still  employed 
at  the  Central  Telephone  Exchange,  and, 
if  so,  what  rank  she  is  holding  at  that 
place  and  when  her  temporary  period  of 
duty  will  expire. 
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Thb  PGSTUASTBR-OENBRALCLoid 
Stamlbt,  Lancashire,  Westhonghton) : 
The  lady  to  whom  the  hon.  Member  is 
understood  to  refer  has  recently  been 
appointed  a  first  class  assistant  super- 
visor in  the  Central  Telephone  Exchange, 
a  post  for  which,  during  her  temporary 
e;nplo3rment  at  the  Central  Exchange, 
she  showed  herself  to  be  fully  qualified. 

Mb.  NANNBTTI  :  Has  this  lady  been 
promoted  over  the  heads  of  other  ladies 
equally  competent  and  of  longer  service. 

LoBD  STANLEY:  No,  Sir,  certainly 
not  of  equal  competence. 

Workmen's  Oompensation  Act  Inquiry. 
Mb.  HERBERT  SABfUEL :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  ^  Department  whether  the  De- 
partmental Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  amendment  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  for  Accidents  Acts 
has  yet  completed  its  inquiry;  and 
whether  the  €k>vernment  propose  to 
proceed  during  this  session  with  a  Bill 
for  the  amendment  of  those  Acts. 

♦The  secretary  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akebs- 
DouoLAS,Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  I  under- 
stand that  this  Committee,  having  con- 
cluded the  taking  of  a  large  amount  of 
evidence,  is  now  engaged  in  considering 
its  Report,  and  will  proceed  with  all 
reasonable  expedition.  When  the  Report 
is  reoei7ed  the  Government  will  take  it 
into  immediate  consideration  with  a  view 
to  legislation,  but  I  cannot,  at  present, 
make  any  statement  as  to  dates.  I  have 
every  hope  of  being  able  to  deal  with  the 
question  this  session. 

Oustoms  Boatmen. 
Mb.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Patronage  Secretary 
to  ti^e  Treasury  between  what  ages 
men  are  admitted  to  employment  as 
Customs  boatmen;  and  whether  any, 
and,  if  so,  what  exceptions  to  the  age 
limits  are  allowed. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY OF  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  A. 
AcLAND-HooD,  Somersetshire,  Welling- 
ton) :  The  age  of  admission  to  appoint- 
ments as  Customs  boatmen  is  at  present 


between  seventeen  and  twenty-two  years. 
On  and  after  12th  May,  1905,  the  limits 
of  age  will  be  seventeen  and  twenty.  An 
estabUshed  officer  may  be  appointed  to 
a  second  situation  whatever  his  age,  pro- 
vided that  at  the  time  of  his  first  appoint- 
ment to  the  service  he  was  eligible  under 
the  regulations  then  in  force  for  his 
second  situation.  Extra  officers  may  be 
admitted  up  to  the  age  of  forty,  provided 
they  were  first  employed  in  the  Customs 
before  they  were  twenty-two  f  Bi^d  have 
been  employed  for  not  less  than  six 
months  in  each  year. 

Protection  of  Scotch  Fisheries—Sea 
Police  Duty. 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  H.BLS.  "  Seamew,"  **  Speedwell," 
and  "  Cockchafer  *'  have  not  been  engaged 
on  sea  police  duty  during  the  present  year, 
will  he  state  what  vessels  have  been 
directed  to  patrol  the  areas  which  came 
within  the  patrol  of  these  vessels  last 
year. 

The  secretary  fob  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  Obaham  Mubbat,  Buteshire): 
As  previously  stated  none  of  the  vessels 
named  by  t^e  hon.  Member  have  been 
engaged  on  sea  police  duty  for  the 
Fishery  Board  dunng  the  present  year, 
but  I  am  informed  by  the  Admiralty 
that  H.M.S.  "  Sneedwell,"  **  Cockchafer," 
and  **  Redwing  were  all  employed  at 
various  times  for  the  protection  of  Scotch 
Fisheries  d  uring  1903.  The  "  Margaret " 
and  the  "  Cockchafer  '*  are  carrying  out 
this  duty  at  the  present  moment. 

Irish  Queen's  Collages— Deputy- 
Presidents. 

Mb.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  give  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  act  respectively 
as  deputies  for  the  presidents  of  Queea's 
College,  Cork  and  Belfast;  how  many 
times  during  the  past  year  each  individaal 
has  so  acted ;  who  appoints  such  deputy ; 
what  salary  they  receive,  if  any ;  from 
what  fund  such  salary,  if  any,  is  paid; 
is  any  regular  record  of  such  appointment 
kept;  if  he  can  state  the  names  of  the 

tAfter  the  12th  of  May,  1906,  this  limit  will 
be  twenty. 
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peraona  who  have  filled  the  post  in 
each  case ;  and  what  part  of  the  aession 
does  the  president  of  each  ooUege  spend 
in  residence. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND  (BIr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  The 
College  statutes  require  the  president,  on 
occasions  of  absence,  to  appoint  a  deputy 
from  among  the  professors.  The  president 
of  Belfast  College  was  not  absent  last 
year.  In  the  cases  of  Cork  and  Galway 
the  statutory  requirement  h^  been 
strictly  observed  when  the  occasion  arose, 
but  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the 
appointment  of  deputies.  No  salary  is 
attached  to  the  position  of  deputy. 

Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Oentletnan  take  into 
consideration  the  absurdity  of  the  position 
that  the  president  of  the  Queen's  College, 
Cork  is  permanently  living  out  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  MOONET  (Dublin  County.  S.): 
Did  not  this  gentleman  recently  give  a 
pledge  on  the  strength  of  which  he  was 
elected  member  of  a  certain  committee  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:    Order,  order! 

The  White  Estate. 
Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  County,  W.): 
I  beff  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  an  order  for  the  sale 
of  the  White  Estate  has  been  made  by 
Judge  Roes,  and  that  several  evicted 
tenants  of  that  estate  have  given 
particulars  of  their  evictions  to  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  he  will  state 
what  the  Estates  Conmiissioners  propose 
to  do  for  these  evicted  tenants. 

Mb.  wyndham  :  The  cases  of  any 
tenants  evicted  from  this  estate  will  be 
duly  considered  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners. 

Castletown,  Barehaven,  and  Bantry 
Harbours. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  necessity  that  exists  for 
dredging  the  inner  harbours  of  Castletown, 
Berehaven,  and  Bantry ;  and  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  have  this  work  effected. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  would  refer  to  my 
reply  to  the  Question  put  to  me  on  the 
28th  March  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Kerry  t  on  the  subject  of  the 
dredging  of  harbours  generally. 

Dokem  Hational  BchooL 
Mb.  p.  a.  M'HUGH  (Leitrim, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
heis  aware  that  inconveniencehas  resulted 
from  the  closing  of  the  national  school  in 
Dohem,  Upper  Drumreilly,  county 
Leitrim,  and  that  children  in  the  Dohem 
district  are  now  obliged  to  walk  about 
three  miles  to  school ;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  what  action  does  the  National 
Board  propose  to  take  in  connection  with 
this  matter. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Commissioners  that  prior  to  the 
closing  of  this  school  it  had  been  de- 
clining for  some  years  in  number  of 
pupils,  in  efficiency,  and  in  suitability  of 
accommodation.  In  October  last  the 
manager  stated  that  it  was  impossible  to 
continue  the  school  owing  to  insufficient 
attendance  of  children  and  the  existenc  e 
of  so  many  other  schools  in  the  district. 
In  these  circumstances,  and  having  re* 
gard  to  the  unsuitable  condition  of  the 
building,  it  was  closed. 

Irish  Police  and  United  Irish  League 
Meetings. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  poUce  attend  and  take  the  names 
of  those  meeting  in  the  United  Irish 
League  rooms,  Corofin,  county  Clare ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  by  whose  sanction 
the  police  act  in  reference  to  the  meetings 
of  an  organisation  which  is  not  iUegaL 

Mb.  wyndham  :  The  police  on  duty 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  building  referred  to 
took  cognisance  of  the  persons  attending 
the  meetings.  It  is  Uie  duty  of  the 
police  to  make  notes,  mentally  or  other- 
wise, of  matters  of  general  interest.  The 
terms  of  instruction  to  this  effect  are  being 
modified. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  police  was  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  considerable  trouble. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  oxxxii,,  848. 
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Mb.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  And  it  is 
the  practice  generally  in  the  South  of 
Ireland,  where  the  police  have  nothing 
-ebe  to  do. 

Bathmines  Urban  District, 
Mb.  MOONEY  (Dublin  County,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  -  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  is  aware  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  not  yet  held  the 
inquiry  on  the  petition  for  the  division  of 
Bathmines  into  wards  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  inconvenience 
likely  to  result  from  their  delay  in  this 
matter,  he  will  take  steps  to  see  that  this 
inquiry  is  held  forthwith. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  inquiry  cannot 
Ji>e  held  until  after  the  lapse  of  three 
months  from  the  date  of  publication  of 
the  order  of  the  county  council  propos- 
ing  the  division  of  the  urban  district 
into  wards.  This  period  will  expire  on 
the  26th  instant,  and  the  inquiry  will 
take  place  as  soon  as  possible  after  that 
•date. 

Tithe,  Quit)  and  Crown  Bents  in  Ireland. 
Mb.  WILLIAM  McKILLOP  (SUgo,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
•can  state  in  terms  of  years  purchase  the 
maximum,  minimum,  and  average  prices 
at  which  quit  rents,  Crown  rents,  and 
tithe  rents  were  redeemed  in  Ireland  in 
the  years  ending  31st  December,  1901, 
1902,  and  1903. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  With  respect  to 
tithe  rents,  the  average  number  of  years 
purchase  during  the  last  three  years 
is  as  follows: — In  1901,  22*11  years  ;  in 
1902,  2207  years;  in  1903,  222  years. 
With  respect  to  quit  rents  ard  Crown 
rents,  I  must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to 
address  this  part  of  the  Question  to  my 
lion,  friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

Irish  Estates  Commissioners— Forms  for 
Sale  and  Purchase  of  Land. 

Mb.  KILBRIDE  (Kildare,  S.)  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of 
the  forms  issued  by  the  Estates  Commis- 
sioners in  connection  with  the  sale  and 
purchase  of  land  in  Ireland. 


Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  forms  are  on 
sale  at  all  law  stationers.  It  is  not  con- 
sidered necessary  to  lay  them  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Irish  Land  Purchase. 
Mb.  KILBRIDE :  I  beg  to  ask  tibe 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  it  was 
the  practice,  under  the  Land  Purchase 
Acts  of  1891  and  1896,  to  publish  in  the 
Dvblin  Gazette  from  week  to  week  the 
particulars  of  applications  for  advances 
and  the  decisions  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion in  reference  thereto,  and  that  these 
particulars  stated  what  advances  were 
applied  for,  what  advances  were 
sanctioned,  what  advances  were  refused, 
the  rents  that  were  being  sold,  and  the 
price  paid  for  them ;  if  so,  will  he  say 
whether  this  procedure  is  being  followed 
with  regard  to  all  sales  imder  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  1903  ;  and,  if  not,  will 
he  state  what  caused  the  departure  from 
precedent. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  These  weekly 
schedules  still  continue  to  be  published 
in  the  Oazette  in  pursuance  of  Section 
32  of  the  Act  of  1891.  The  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners is  provided  for  in  Section  23 
(U)  of  the  Act  of  1903,  and,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  a  Return  will  shortly 
be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
containing  a  variety  of  information  in 
respect  of  sales  to,  or  sanctioned  by,  the 
Commissioners. 

Irish  Post  Office— Delays  in  Forwarding 
Post  Office  Order  Advices. 

Mb.  THOMAS  O'DONNELL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Postmaster-Oenerai 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  inconvenience  caused  in  poor  districts 
in  Ireland  owing  to  the  delay  in  forward- 
ing advices  to  post  office  orders  issued 
abroad;  and,  if  so,  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  to  have  a  second  advice  issued 
and  sent  direct  to  the  paying  offioe. 

LoBD  STANLEY:  I  am  aware  that 
the  system  of  transmitting  through  the 
Chief  Money  Order  Office  in  London  all 
advices  of  money  orders  issued  abroad 
for  payment  in  the  United  Kingdom  may 
in  some  cases  cause  a  certain  amount  of 
delay  in  payment,  not  only  in  Ireland, 
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l>Qt  elsewhere;  but  I  am  not,  as  at 
piesent  advised,  prepared  to  alter  the 
system,  which  possesses  great  advantaged. 

Mr.  THOMAS  O'DONNBLT. :  Is  the 
noble  Lord  awaie  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  West  of  Ireland  the  delay  often 
extends  to  a  fortnight  ? 

Lord  STANLEY :  No,  Sir,  I  am  not 
aware  of  that. 

Oastlatown  Postal  Service. 

Mr.  6ILH00LY:    I  beg  to   ask  the 

Postmaster-General  what  arrangements, 

if  any,  have  been  made  to  imprpve  the 

postal  service  in  Castletown,  Berehaven. 

Lord  STANLEY:  The  question  of 
improving  the  mail  service  in  Castletown, 
Berehaven,  is  still  under  consideration, 
and  I  will  inform  the  hon.  Member  of 
the  result  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

National  Expenditure  Committee's 
Report. 

Sib  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
if  he  has  conferred  with  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  if  he  can  now  state 
vrhat  action  he  will  take  on  the  Report 
of  the  National  Expenditure  Committee ; 
And  what  facilities  he  will  afiord  for  the 
discussion  of  the  said  Report. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  have  had  the 
•opportunity  of  a  short  conversation  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  exposition,  and  I  think  I  am  not 
misrepresenting  his  views  when  I  say 
that  he  and  I  were  agreed  in  having 
some  doubts  as  to  the  dficacy  or  practi- 
'Cability  of  the  scheme  advocated  by  the 
majority  of  the  National  Expenditure 
Oommittee.  But  we  were  also  agreed 
that  it  represented  a  serious  and  honest 
Attempt  to  deal  with  a  very  important 
'question,  and  we  thought  it  would  be 
desirable,  if  possible,  that  some  debate 
should  take*  place  in  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject. At  the  same  time  I  have  to  say  for 
myself — and  this  is  a  question  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  for- 
tunatdy  for  himself,  has  no  responsi- 
bilily — that  I  do  not  at  this  moment  see 
when  that  opportunity  is  to  be  provided. 


Report? 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  my 
hon.  friend  will  remember  that  I  sug- 
gested to  the  House  that  if  there  was  a 
general  desire  that  the  Report  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  should  be  discussed 
— a  question  on  which  I  do  not  pro- 
nounce any  opinion — the  best  plan  would 
be  to  diminish  the  number  of  days  in 
Supply,  making  twenty-two  instead  of 
twenty-three,  on  the  understanding  that 
the  twenty- third  day  should  be  given  to 
the  discussion  my  hon.  friend  desires. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  take 
any  measures  to  ascertain  if  there  is  such 
a  feeling  as  to  justify  him  in  taking  that 
course. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  rather 
early  to  do  that.  We  have  not  yet 
reached  the  twenty  allotted  days,  and, 
until  that  period  approaches,  how  we 
are  to  dispose  of  the  additional  three 
days  which  may  be  allotted  seems  almost 
premature. 


BISHOPRIC  OF  BRISTOL  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time;   to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  155.] 

RAILWAYS  (PRIVATE  SIDINGS)  BILL. 
Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade,  etc.,  with 
an  Amended  Title. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.  [No.  133.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed.  [No. 
133.] 

Bill  as  amended  (in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee) to  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  Friday,  17th  June,  and  to  be  printed- 
[BiU  156.] 
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SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halset  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection ;  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
Manufactures — Sir  Barrington  Simeon; 
and  had  appointed  in  substitution — Mr. 
Victor  Cavendish. 


Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (WAYS  AND 
MEANS). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
**  That  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  if  under  considera- 
tion at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  be  not 
interrupted  under  the  Standing  Order 
(Sittings  of  the  House.")— (-*'''•  ^-  •^• 
JBalfour,) 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  292; 
Noes,  123.    (Division  List  No.  83.) 


AYES. 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arnold.For8ter,Rt.Hn.Hugh  0 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  Horb.  Henry 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (diristch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bartley,  Sir  Georse  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AUen  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  T.Gib8on( King's  Lynn 
Brodriok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.J.A.(Gla8gow 
Campbell,  J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.J.A(Worc. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Churchul,  Winston  Spencer 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 


Callings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cblomb,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  C.R. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Corbett.  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Oaig,  Chaa.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Oaig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 
Ooss,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Ooss,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Sayile 
Chist,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-sh. 
Dewar,Sir  T.R.(Tower  Hamlets 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dickson- Po3mder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnE 
Doughty,  (jteorge 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Hen^  Edward 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Duming- Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
EUiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
ElUs,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
Faber,  Geoige  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Manc*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  WiiUam 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Galloway,  WilUam  Johnson 
Gardner,  Earnest 
Garfit,  William 

Gordon,  Hn.J.£.(£lgin&Naim) 
Gordon,  Maj.  E.  (Tr  Hamlets) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Orm8by-(Linc. 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 


Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.(Shrew8bury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (CJambs.) 
GrenfeU,  William  Henry 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,RtHn.Lord  G<Middx 
Hamilton,Marq  of(L*ndonderry 
Harcourt,RtHn.Sir  W(Monm't 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Aahford) 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tvnem*th 
Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.  R.  (Dulwich 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hay,  Hon.  d^ude  George 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,  N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henclerson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhou8e,RtHn  H(Somer8't,E 
Hogg,  Lindsay     . 
HoUand,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,BrightBide 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homer,  Frederick  William 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Ocil 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhoute 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  JohnH. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.  R.) 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Faieham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Cbl.  Chat.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt  Hon.  W.  (Bristcd,  8.) 
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LoDfidale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.(Port8mouth 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
BiaclTer,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maoonochie,  A.  W. 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Orae,  George 
M'KiUop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Mlddlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
llildmay,  iVancis  Bingham 
liilner,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Frederick  G. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanaffh,NO 
MitcheU,  William  (Burnley) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Soott  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Morley,  Rt.Hn.John  (Montrose 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
MuntK.  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Norman,  Henry 
O^Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn. Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 


{19  April  1904} 

Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Rea,  Russell 
Renwick,  George 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnai  Green 
Rigg,  Richard 

Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herb^  (Hackney) 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Samuel,  Sir  H.  S.  (Llmehouse) 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,  Maj.J.E.B.(Isleof  \^ht 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  H.C(North*mb.Tyne6ide 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
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Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(Northants 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwioh) 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf  dUniv 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E. 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tu£F,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wabpond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  WilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.(A8hton  und.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.W.(Woroestersh.,N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.H.(York8.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
WH^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon. 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W. 

Tbllkbs  fob  thb  Atx8 — Sir 
Alexander  Acland  •  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

ADen,  Charles  P. 

Ashton,  Thomas  Q^ir 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  Oeo^  M.  (Edinburgh 

Buchanan,  Aomas  Rybum 

Bums,  John 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  j(Armagh,  S.  ) 

Cawtey,  Frederick 

Channing  Francis  Allston 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthivi) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (CSardigan 

Delany,  William 

VOL.  CXXXIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 
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Devlin,  Chas,  Ramsay  (Galway 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobbie,  Joseph 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Field,  William 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Hammond,  John 
Havden,  John  Patrick 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,E.) 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charies  Fredk. 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 

U 


Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jordui,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lambert,  George 

Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Layland-Barratt,  Francis 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert  "^ 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

lArell,  CSiarles  Henry 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M*Kean,  John 

M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
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O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 
O'Brien,  PatridL  (Kilkenny) 
O'lMen,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'CJonnor,  Jamee  (Wicklow,W. 
0'I>onnell,  T.  (Kerry,  W.) 
O'Kelly,  Jae.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
O'MaUey,  William 
O'Mara,  James 
Partii^ton,  Oswald 
Pirie,  Dnnoan  V. 
Recldtt,  Harold  James 
Keddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Oaie) 
Reid,  Sir  R.  Threshie  (Dumfries 


{COMMONS} 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Sta£Ford 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliflfe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  Cieorge 
Ure,  Alexander 


Statement. 
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i  Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
I  Wallace,  Robert 
'  Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
>  Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 

Wason,  Jn.  Cathoart  (Orkney) 
i  Weir,  James  Galloway 
!  White,  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
i  Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
'  WiUiams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
I  Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
'  Woodhouse,Sir  J.T(Hudder8fd 
1  Young,  Samuel 

I  Tellers  fob  the  Noes— Cap- 
tain Norton  and  Mr.  Jacoby. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.    W.    LowTHEB  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

THE  BUDGET  STATEMENT. 
^The  chancellor  6v  the  EX- 
<  HEQUER  (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
AVorcestershire,  E.) :  I  do  not  know  how 
iar  I  may  count  upon  the  sympathy  of 
t  e  Committee  in  the  difficult  task  which 
lies  before  me,  but  at  any  rate  I  would 
appeal  to  their  indulgence.  I  shall  have 
need  of  all  their  forbearance.  I  am  new 
to  these  great  responsibilities.  I  enter 
upon  them  at  a  moment  of  considerable 
<lifficulty,  and  I  am  confronted  in  this 
House  with  an  unusual  number  of 
critics  who,  if  I  may  use  a  civic 
phrase,  have  passed  the  chair,  and 
have  themselves  had  personal  experi- 
ence of  the  office  that  I  now  fill. 
To  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  I  owe  my  first 
introduction  to  national  finance,  and 
though,  perhaps,  he  would  not  be  grati- 
fied if  I  attributed  to  his  influence  aU 
the  opinions  which  I  have  formed  upon 
fiscal  subjects,  at  any  rate  I  am  glad  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  to  him. 
Both  to  him  and  to  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Monmouth  we  owe  a  large 
part  of  the  huge  revenue  that  we  now 
raise.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  with  what  regret  I  read  the  an- 
nouncement recently  made  by  those  two 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  that  they  would 
not  again  seek  seats  in  this  House.  Sir, 
v'c  snail  miss  them  from  our  Budget 
debates,  in  which  for  bo  long  they  have 
borne  the  leading  part ;  but  I  may  venture 
to   promise    that  long  after   they  have 


1  left  us  their  memory  will  be  kept  green 
I  in  these  discussions  by  the  taxes  which 
}  they  have  imposed.  I  said  just  now 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  moment 
were  unusually  difficult.  When  my  pre- 
decessor made  his  financial  statement 
last  year,  he  was  able  to  look  forward  to 
a  great  surplus,  and  to  propose  consider- 
able remissions  of  taxation.  Unfortu- 
nately the  financial  out-turn  of  the  year 
has  been  far  less  favourable  than  was 
then  anticipated.  The  great  wave  of 
prosperity  which  we  have  enjoyed  for 
many  years  seems  at  length  to  have 
spent  its  force,  and  the  cycle  of  less 
prosperous  years,  which  experience 
teaches  us  to  expect  after  every  period 
of  great  expansion  and  prosperity, 
appears  at  length  to  have  overtaken  us; 
and  it  has  made  its  effects  felt  especi- 
ally during  the  latter  half  of  the  past 
year.  The  season  was,  I  am  afmd, 
a  disastrous  one  for  agriculture;  it 
adversely  affected  the  building  trades 
and  many  other  industries;  and  the 
cotton  industry  was  depressed  by  the 
shortage  of  the  supply  of  the  raw  material, 
while  the  evil  was  aggravated  by  the 
operations  of  speculators.  Freights  were 
depressed,  in  part,  no  doubt,  owing  to 
the  large  increase  in  tonnage  in  recent 
years,  and  in  part  owing  to  the  cessation 
of  the  heavy  demands  which  during  the 
war,  and  after  the  war,  the  Government 
were  obliged  to  make  upon  the  mercantile 
marine  of  the  country;  and,  as  is  not 
unusual  under  those  circumstarces,  ship- 
building has  'not  had  a  very  flourishing 
year.  Our  own  depression  has  been 
aggravated  by  the  depression  in  South 
Africa,  and  foreign  competition  has  been 
keener,  I  suppose,  than  ever  before,  so 
that  markets  in  wlych  we  used  to  regard 
ourselves  as  supreme  have  become  in- 
creasingly threatened  by  the  enterprise 
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•and  the  suocessful  commercial  organisa- 
tion of  other  countries.  Some  of  these 
causes  are  permanent,  some  are  merely 
temporary,  but  all  have  combined  to 
affect  our  present  prosperity,  and  have 
thrown  their  shadow  over  the  financial 
.aspects  of  the  pas*:  yeir.  Though  there 
have  been  few  serious  labour  disputes, 
Images  have,  I  am  afraid,  generally  fallen, 
^nd  the  number  of  the  unemployed  has 
increased.  On  the  whole  there  has  been 
a  shrinkage  of  trade,  a  lessening  of  em- 
ployment, a  fall  in  wage? ;  and  all  these 
facts  have  had  their  influence  upon  the 
revenue  of  the  year. 


the  great  departments  of  revenue  for  the 
then  ensuing  year,  will  b3  not  so  mueh 
surprised  that  sometimes  they  are  in 
error  as  astonished  that  in  the  aggregate 
they  should  b3  so  wonderfully  close  to 
the  ascertained  result.  But  tha  Com- 
mittee m  \y  like  to  know  more  particularly 
wherein  these  Estimates  were  erroneous. 
I  take  first  the  Customs.  The  Customs 
revenue  fell  s^ort  of  Budget  anticipations 
by  neirly  £80,003.  I  am  glad  to  say^ 
and  I  think  the  Committee  will  be 
pleased  to  note  the  fact,  that  that  is 
aot  wholly  due  to  a  falling  off  in  con- 
sumption of  dutiable  articles. 


THE  EXCHEQUER  RECEIPTS  13J3-4. 
The  exact  figures  of  the  revenue  are 
already  in  the    hands    of    the    House. 
They  show  that  the  Exchequer  receipts 
from  taxes  feU  short  of  the  estimate  by 
DO  less  a  sum  than  £2,790,000.    The  land 
tax  and  the  bouse  duty  exceed  the  esti- 
mate by  £50,000,  and  the  income-tax  pro- 
duced £300,000  in  excess  of  what  was 
anticipated.     But  Customs  and  Excise, 
Death  Duties,  and  Stamps  all  did  badly 
and  in  the  aggregate  produced  £3,140,000 
less  than  the  estimate  which  my  right 
kon.  friend  put  forward.     The  non-tax 
revenue  did  rather  better  and  .slightly 
exceeded    the    estimate,    but  the  final 
result  is  that   the  year  closed   with  a 
deficit  on  the  revenue  side  of  the  account 
of   X2,724,000  as   compared    with    the 
anticipations  of  my  predecessor.      The 
Committee  may  expect  from  me  some 
explanation  of  this  great  deficiency.    I 
need  not  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of 
the  calculations  upon  which  the  Budget 
Kstimates  were  based ;  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  they  were  fn^med  in  the  usual 
manner,  on  the  best  information  which 
the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  authori- 
ties could  supply  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Croydon.    It  is  never  a 
very  easy  task,  as  I  think  my  predecessors 
will  admit,  to  forecast  the  revenue  of  the 
coming  year;   it  is  increasingly  difficult 
to  do  so  when  the  amount  we  raise  from 
individual  taxes  is  so  high  as  it  is  at 
present,  and  when  a  very  small  percent- 
age of  error  in  the  total  estimate  makes 
a    very    large    practical  difference.      I 
must  say  that   I  think  anyone  who  will 
look  back  over  a  period  of  years  and 
ompare    the    Estimates  given  by   my 
predecessors,   and   supplied  to  them  by 


THE  REPEAL  OF  THE  CORN  TAX 
The  Committee  will  remember  that  the 
repeal  of  the  corn  duty  only  took  effect 
on  the  1st  of  July  last.     For  the  three 
months  of  t^e  Last  financial   year  for 
which  it  remained  in  force  my  right  hon. 
friend  estimated  that,  after  making  all 
allowances  for  repayments  on  stocks  in 
hand  and  for  drawbacks,  he  would  ob- 
tain a  revenue  of  .£400,000  net.     Unfor- 
tunately, the  repay mants  and  the  draw- 
backs proved  very  much  heavier  than 
was  anticipated,  and  instead  of  getting  a 
net  yield  from  the  tax  of  £400,000  we 
obtained  only  £100,000,   or  one-fourth 
of  the  estimated  amount.     So  that  the 
repeal  o(  this  tax  has  proved  a  more 
costly  operation   for  the  revenue  than 
was  anticipated;  whilst, if  we  may  jxxd^e 
by  the  course  of  prices  since,  I  am  afraid 
it  has  hardly  produced  that  advantage 
to  the  consumer  which  was  anticipated  in 
some  quarters. 


OTHER  CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 
Of  the  other  Customs  duties,  coal  fell 
short  of  the    Estimate    by  £50,003,   a 
decrease  mainly — indeed,  in  my  opinion, 
almost  wholly— -due  to  the  fall  in  the  price 
of  coal,  which  has  caused  a  larger  amount 
to  be  exported  below  the    tax    value. 
Dried    fruits    produced    an    excess    of 
£50,000,  in  part  due  to  the  very  unfor- 
tunate fruit  season   which   we    had  at 
home*  and  in  part  to  an  exceptionally 
fine  crop  of  raisins  and  figs  abroad.    The 
coffee  group  yielded  £45,000  more  than 
the  Estimate*  an  increase  almost  wholly 
attributable^to  the  increased  consumption 
of  cocoa.    Spirits  show  a  deficiency  of  no 
less  than  £330,000,  as  to  which  I  shall 
have  more  to  say  when  I  come  to  deal 
U  2  *  T 
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with  Bxcise.  The  wine  duties  fell  short 
of  the  Estimate  by  i>220,000.  They 
have  been  a  very  unsatisfactory 
source  of  revenue  for  some  years 
past.  They  have  shown  no  sort 
of  elasticity,  and  they  are  quick  to  re- 
act to  any  diminution  in  our  prosperity. 
I  am  afraid  they  are  evidence  that  busi- 
ness has  been  less  prosperous  in  the  past 
year  than  in  preceding  years.  Sugar  fell 
short  of  the  estimate  by  £290,000.  But 
that  decrease  is  almost  wholly  due  to  the 
introduction  in  September  last  of  the 
system  of  refining  in  bond.  Up  to  that 
time  sugar  paid  the  duty  before  it  entered* 
the  refinery.  After  that  time  the  refining 
was  done  in  bond,  and  the  duty  was  only 
collected  when  the  sugar  left  the  refinery. 
On  Ist  September,  when  the  new  system 
came  into  force,  the  refineries  had  in 
stock  sugar  upon  which  duty  had  been 
paid  to  a  value  of  £250,000;  and  the 
Committee  will  understand  that  it  was 
not  until  that  sugar  had  been  worked  off 
and  a  fresh  lot  of  sugar  had  passed 
through  the  refineries  that  any  further 
duty  could  bo  collected  from  it.  The 
drop  in  sugar,  therefore,  is  almost  wholly 
due  to  a  change  in  the  point  at  which  we 
collect  our  duty,  and  is  not,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  due  to  decreased  consumption  on  the 
part  of  the  people.  There  remain  tea  and 
tobacco.  Both  have  done  well.  Tobacco 
yielded  £60,000  more  than  the  estimate. 
For  many  years  past  the  consumption  has 
been  increasing  uninterruptedly,  and  the 
yield  of  last  year  was  larger  than  the 
yield  of  any  preceding  year  except  1900- 
1901,  when  it  was  swollen  by  large  fore- 
staiments  in  expectation  of  an  increase 
in  the  duty.  It  amounted  last  year  to 
the  large  figure  of  £12,560,000.  Tea  was 
even  more  successful.  The  Budget 
estimate  for  tea  was  £6,350,000.  The 
receipts  were  £6,595,000,  showing  an  ex- 
cess of  receipts  over  the  estimate  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million. 

EXCISE. 
I  now  turn  to  Excise.  The  yield  of  Excise 
was  even  more  disappointing  than  the 
Ifield  of  Customs.  It  was  only  £31,550,000, 
\gainst  an  estimate  of  £32,700,000,  or 
a  deficiency  of  the  enormous  sum  of 
£1, 1 50,000.  The  beer  duty  was  expected 
to  yield  £13,400,000.  It  produced  only 
£13,100,000.  Spirits  show  an  even 
greater   falling,  off.    They  yielded  only 
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£17,750,000— that  is  to  say,  £850,000 
less  than  the  Budget  estimate.  Thus, 
taking  Customs  and  Excise  together^ 
beer  and  spirits  combined  fell  short 
of  the  Budget  estimate  by  nearly 
£1,600,000.  To  what  are  we  to 
attribute  this  great  deficiency  ?  The  beer 
revenue  was  affected  by  the  cold  summer. 
I  am  told  that  that  makes  a  very  con* 
siderable  difference  in  the  consumptioik 
of  beer.  I  remember  on  one  occasion^ 
some  years  ago,  when  I  was  walking  in 
the  Lake  Country,  coming  on  a  cold 
summer  afternoon  upon  a  shanty  in  the 
hills,  where  I  asked  if  I  could  have  a  cup 
of  tea.  The  proprietor  replied,  ''Yes,  I 
thought  you  would  be  wanting  tea.  I 
have  got  the  kettle  boiling.  It  is  not 
bottle  weather."  Last  summer  was  not 
bottle  weather.  I  believe  that  this  de- 
crease in  the  consumption  of  beer,  which 
was  due  to  the  cold,  wet  summer,  has 
been  paralleled  by  a  similar  decrease  in 
the  consumption  of  temperance  beverages 
such  as  ginger-beer  and  herb-beer.  But 
if  the  cold  sunmier  was  injurious  to  the 
revenue,  the  mild  winter  was  equally 
harmful,  because,  if  the  cold  summer 
decreases  the  consumption  of  beer,  the 
mild  winter  checks  the  consumption  of 
spirits.  Then,  also,  the  Licensing  Act  of 
1902  had,  I  am  advised,  some  influence 
upon  the  consumption  of  these  drinks. 
It  can  hardly  be  a  coincidence  that 
the  marked  falling  off  in  the  duty 
began  from  the  date  when  the 
Act  came  into  force.  I  am  told 
that  it  has  had  a  discouraging  effect 
upon  those  who  are  not  only  heavy 
drinkers  themselves,  but  the  cause  of 
heavy  drinking  in  others.  But  when  all 
allowance  is  made  for  each  of  these 
factors,  I  am  afraid  that  some  part  of 
the  falling  off  in  the  consumption  is  to  be 
put  down  to  the  fact  that  people  have 
had  less  to  spehd,  and  must  be  taken  as 
evidence  of  the  decreased  prosperity  of 
the  countrv. 

DEATH  DUTIES  AND  STAMPS. 
The  death  duties  produced  £13,000,000 
—that  is  £300,000  less  than  the  estimate. 
Their  course  during  the  }ear  has  been 
wholly  normal,  and  the  falling  off 
is  due  entirely  to  the  great  depre* 
ciation  in  Stock  Exchange  values^ 
which  has  caused  the  total  value  f  of 
individual  Restates  to  be  lower  thaii  it 
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otherwisd  would,  and,  of  course,  has  in 
acme  cases  had  the  efEect  of  remoying 
an  estate  from  a  category  of  higher 
graduation  to  a  category  of  lower 
graduation.  In  fact,  it  is  hardly  too 
moch  to  say  that  it  was  almost  the  duty 
of  a  prudent  millionaire  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  stocks  and  shares  being 
flo  low  to  pass  his  property  in  the 
ordinary  way  to  his  successor.  Stamps 
were  estimated  to  yield  £8,400,000, 
and  they  produced  only  ^£7,600,000, 
less  by  £900,000  than  th&  esti- 
mate»  and  less  by  £700,000  than  the 
victual  yield  of  the  preceding  year. 
In  that  year  the  stamp  revenue  was 
£8,200,000.  It  was  collected  regularly 
throu^out  the  year,  and  showed  no 
^gn  of  falling  off  in  the  last  quarter.  It 
was  hoped  in  the  past  year  that  we  might 
have  seen  a  great  revival  of  industrial 
activity  in  South  Africa,  which  would 
have  had  its  effect  upon  Stock  Exchange 
transactions  at  home.  But  the  past 
twelve  months  have  been  a  period  of 
oztreme  depression  on  the  Stock  Ex- 
change, and  we  have  obtained  less 
revenue  both  in  consequence  of  the  fall- 
ing off  in  the  number  and  value  of  stocks 
and  shares  transferred  and  by  reason  of 
lower  receipts  from  the  companies' 
capital  share  duty,  owing  to  there  having 
been  fewer  flotations  of  new  companies 
in  the  year.  ^This  closes  my  review  of 
revenue. 

BXPBNDITUBB.  lPfl?.i. 

I  turn  now  to  the  expenditure.  The 
Budget  estimate  of  expenditure  in 
190a-4  was  £143,954,000.  Since  that 
time  supplementary  grants  have  been 
made  to  the  extent  of  £4,488,000, 
bringing  up  the  total  expenditure  to 
£148,442,000.  Against  this  we  have  to 
set  die  realised  savings  of  previous  years 
and  the  estimated  savings  of  last  year. 
The  net  result  is  that  the  Exchequer 
issues  were  £146,961,000,  an  excess  over 
the  Budget  estimate  of  £3,007,000.  The 
Committee  may  ask  why,  with  the  know- 
ledge I  obtained  shortly  after  assuming 
my  present  office  that  the  revenue  of 
the  year  was  falling  below  the  re- 
ceipts which  were  anticipated  from  it, 
I  sanctioned  any  fresh  expenditure. 
The  answer  is  short  and  simple.  I  had 
practically  no  choice  in  this  matter.  I 
came  into  office  in  October  last.    By 


that  time,  for  good  or  for  evil,  the  fortunes 
,  of  the  past  year  were  fixed.     The  pro- 
longation of  the  military  operations  in 
SomaUland  and  the  inadequacy  of  the 
\  amounts  provided  in  the  original  Navy 
Estimates  for  shipbuilding  and  repairs 
had  ahfeady  caused  the  expenditure  to 
exceed    the  Estimates,  and   there  was 
practically  only  one  item  of  any  conse- 
quence over  which  I  had  any  control. 
,  That  one  item  was  the  sum  of  about 
I  £700,000,  included  in  the  expenditure  of 
;  last  year,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Chilian 
'  ships.    U  I  had  refused  my  sanction  to 
that  expenditure  I  might  indeed  have  re- 
.  dnced  the  deficit  by  a  little  over  £700,000 ; 
I  but  at  what  cost  to  the  taxpayer  in  the 
future,   let  the  Committee  judge.    For, 
;  had  these  two  ships  been  allowed  to  pass 
into    a  foreign  fleet,  we  should    have 
I  had  to  spend  a  much   larger  sum    in 
I  building    to    restore    the    balance    of 
naval  strength,  and  for  the  time  during 
which  our  ships  were  under  construction, 
our  relative  position  amongst  the  Navies  of 
the  world  would  have  been  seriously  im- 
paired.   I  need  not  labour  my  defence  on 
that  point.  The  subject  has  already  been 
under  discussion  in  the  House  and  I  do  not 
{ think  that  in  any  quarter  the  decision  of 
the  Government  to  purchase  these  ships 
I  has  been  seriously  questioned.    That  was 
I  my  responsibility.    I  assume  it  gladly. 
I    think   I    should   have  been  lacking 
in  my  duty  if  I  had  failed  to  respond 
to    the     demand      made     upon     me. 
i  I  now  conclude  my  review  of  the  past 
year's  expenditure.    In  addition  to  the 
£146,961,000  chargeable  to  the  income 
account  of  the  Exchequer,  it  coUected 
I  and  assigned  in  the  course  of  the  past 
twelve    months  in  relief  of  local  rates 
£9,795,000,  and  provided  for  an  expen- 
diture of  £7,305,000  on  capital  account, 
'  on  behalf  of  certain  services  for  which 
the  spending  departments  are  authorised 
to  borrow.    I  have  been  asked  to  give 
the  figures,  and  they  are  made  up  as 
follows:  For  Naval  Works,  £3,318,000; 
Military  Works,  £2,950,000 ;  Telephones, 
£780,000;    Uganda    Railway,    £67,000; 
Land  Registry  buildings,  £16,000;  new 
general  buildings,  i&162,000 ;  and  public 
'  offices,  Dublin,  X12,000.    Thus  the  total 
outlay    of  the  State,   on  income    and 
*  capital    account     combined,     amounted 
1  during  last  year  to  £164,061,000. 
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I  return  to  the  Exchequer  account 
and  we  find  that,  the  Exchequer 
expenditure  having  been  jB146,961,000 
and  the  Exchequer  revenue  having  been 
£141,546,000,  the  year  closed  with  a 
deficit  of  £5,415,000,  which  has  con- 
stituted a ;  draft  upon  our  balances. 
Fortunately,  Sir,  they  were  in  a  better 
position  to  stand  a  heavy  draft  than 
usual.  During  the  course  of  the  South 
African  war  we  raised  cash  to  the  amount 
in  round  figures  of  £152,300,000,  whilst 
the  expenditure  charged  against  capital 
was  only  about  £149,500,000.  We  thus 
raised  during  the  war  £2,800,000  in  excess 
pf  our  actual  requirements,  and  the 
balances  were  abnorraally  swollen  to  that 
extent.  But  the  deficit  of  the  year  did 
not  constitute  the  only  demand  upon  our 
balances.  We  made  a  f  urthei  draft  upon 
tbem  for  capital  purposes  to  the  extent 
of  £2,000,000,  in  connection  with  the 
various  works  programme*^  which  I  have 
already  explained  to  the  Committee, 
and  which  the  National  Debt  Commis- 
sioners were  unable  to  replace  from  the 
moneys  at  their  disposal  within  the  ye<;r. 
Thua  the  state  of  the  balances  is 
as  follows:— We  began  the  year 
with  a  balance  at  our  bankers  of 
£6,637,000,  but  we  were  owed  by 
the  Transvaal  a  sum  of  £3,000,000, 
which  formed  a  temporary  advance 
made  to  them  under  the  terms  of 
surrender  and  which  was  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Guaranteed 
Loan.  That  sum  as  it  was  remiid  was 
paid  back  into  the  balances.  Thus  our 
real  balance  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
was  £9,637,000.  This  was  depleted  as 
follows : — Our  expenditure  exceeded  the 
revenue  by  £5,415,000;  our  advances 
on  capital  account  exceeded  the  amount 
which  the  National  Debt  Commissioners 
could  supply  by  £2,000,000,  and  we 
lost  on  Exchequer  bonds,  which  had  to 
be  rene\\^d  at  a  discount,  £38,000.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  repayment  on 
account  of  bullion  exceedea  the  advance 
by  £80,000,  and  we  obtained  from  our 
bankers  a  temporary  advance  of 
£2,000,000,  to  recoup  us  the  amount 
which  we  had  advanced  from  balances 
on  capital  account.  We  thus  ended  the 
year  with  a  balance  on  31st  March  last 
of  £4,264,000.  There  is.  of  course,  no 
fixed  standard    of    balances,   and   they 
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have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  varied  qpn- 
siderably  at  different  times.  It  is^ 
certainly,  not  convenient  to  have  them 
very  low  at  a  time  when  the  income-tax 
is  very  high,  because  the  income-tax  is 
mainly  collected  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year,  and  we  are*  rather  short  of  supplies^ 
for  financing  the  Exchequer  in  the 
earlier  portion^  of  the  financial  year. 
But  to  the  extent  to  which  the  balances 
wexe  abnormally  swollen  by  cash  raised 
during  the  war,  for  the  purposes  of  th& 
war,  and  not  at  the  moment  applied 
to   the  war,   they  may   now   be  fairly 

i  reduced,  and  we  may  aUow  a  sum 
of  a  little  less  than  £3,000,000  of  the 
deficit  of  last  year  to  be  borne  hj 
the   balances.      The    Committee    Qiij^ 

I  remember  that  is  less  than  the  amount 
of  the  war  charges  which  fell  upon  last 
year's  Estimates ;  and  it  was  to  meet 
War  charges  that  this  sum  of  £2,800,000 
was  raided. 

THE  UNCLAIMED  DIVIDEND  ACCOUNT- 
There  remains  a  further  inroad  upon 
the  balances  of  a  little  over  £2,500,000. 
Towards  making  good  that  sum  I  pro- 
pose to  realise  an  asset,  at  present  not 

I  utilised,  to  the  extent  of  £1,000,000.  I 
do  not   know    whether  the   Committee 

I  are  aware   that  all    Government  stock 

I  which  has  remained  unclaimed  for  ten 
years  is  transferred  to  the  National  Debt 
Commissioners.  The  dividends  which 
have  accrued  upon  that  stock  are  trans- 

I  ferrcvi  at  the  same  time,  and,  together 
with  the  dividends  subsequently  accruing, 
they  form  an  account  which  is  known  as 

'  the  Unclaimed  Dividend  Accoimt.  It  ia 
with  that  account  alone  I  propose  to  deaL 
I  do  not  intend  to  touch  the  unclaimed 
stock,  but  only  the  dividends  which 
have  accrued  upon  it.  The  liability  on 
the  Unclaimed  Dividend  Account  is  a 
liability  for  the  dividends  actually  paid — 
that  is  to  say,  for  simple  interest  on.  the 
unclaimed  stock.  The  fund  itself 
accumulates  at  compound  interest,  and 
therefore,  quite  apart  from  the  fact  that 
it  is  absolutely  certain  that  a  large  portion 
of  this  money  never  will  be  reclaimed, 
the  fund  itself  is  always  making  a  profit^ 
and  its  assets  are  always  icndini  to  grow 
in  excess  of  its  iial  ilities.  So  large  had 
this  profit  become  in  1866  that  in  that 
year  stock  to  the  amount  of  £3,0J0,000» 
out  of  a    otal  sum  standing  at  the  credit 
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of  the  fund  of  £3,087,375,  was  cancelled. 
The  assets  now  again  exceed  the  liabilities. 
They  amounted  in  round  figures  at  the 
close  of  last  financial  year  to  £1,760,  00, 
whilst  the  claims  which  are  annually 
established  a:;ainst  the  account  have 
averaged  no  more  than  £4,000  or  £5,000. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  it  is  perfectly 
sife  oace  more  to  have  recourse  to  this 
funi  now,  as  was  done  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
in  1866  ;  but  instead  of  cancelling  the 
stock  I  propose  to  realise  it,  as  opportunity 
offers,  to  the  extent  of  £1,000,000,  anl  to 
credit  the  proceeds  ta  the  balance.  The 
only  dl£Eerenc3  is  that,  instead  of  writing 
off  a  liability,  I  shall  add  to  our  available 
assets.  Assuming  the  Ck)mmittee  to 
agree,  as  I  hope  they  will,  to  this  proposal, 
there  will  remain  in  round  figures 
£1,500,000  of  last  year's  deficit  still  to  be 
made  gool  out  of  the  surplus  of  this 
or  succeeding  years.  What  I  propose 
to  do  in  that  respecttheCommittee  will  see 
when  I  come  to  my  proposals  for  balanc- 
ing th3  account  of  1904-5. 

THE  NATIONAL  DEBT. 
I    turn    next  to  the  account  of    the 
National     Debt,    and    I    am    glad     to 
say    tb^t    it    is    rather    more    favour- 
able.      For    the    first    time    since    the 
opening  of  the  lat3  war  our  total  liabilities 
show   a  reduction  in  the  course  of  the 
past  twelve  lionths.  On  31st  March,  1903, 
the  t>tal  liabilities  were  £798,349,000; 
qn  31st  March  last;  they  had  fallen  to 
£794,493,000,     being    a    reduction     of 
£3,851 ,000.    Of  this  amount  £31 ,868,000 
represents  the  liability  in  respect  of  sums 
borrowed  for  various  works  of  permanent 
improvement,  for  which  the  War  Office, 
Admiralty,  and   other  Departments  are 
authorised  to   provide   by  loan.      That 
sum  has  increased  in  the  course  of  the 
year  by  £4,293,000.     But,  as  the  Com- 
mittee  know,  both  the  interest  and  the 
Sinking  Fund  of  the  Terminable  Annui- 
ties, by  which  this  money  is  borrowed, 
are  chirgad  on  the  ordinary  Estimates 
of  the  year.     Deducting,  therefore,  that 
sum,   as    has   been    done    by   my    pre- 
decessors in  other  years,  so  as  to  keep 
my  account  in  harmony  with  the  figures 
they  have  given  to  the  Committee,  the 
total   dead- weight  debt  on  31st  March 
last  was  £762,630,000,  or  a  reduction  in 
the  cours3   of  the   year  of  £8,149,000. 
The  Funded  Debt  in  1903-4  has  been 


reduced  by  £2,453,000;  the  liability 
in  respect  of  terminable  annuities  is 
reduced  by  £4,196,000;  and  the  Un- 
funded Debt  by  £1,503,000.  Of  this 
snm  £3,000,000  represent  the  repayment 
by  the  Transvaal  of  an  advance  made 
during  the  war.  That  money  was  repaid 
in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  but,  to 
make  the  point  clear,  I  should  say  that 
it  is  in  addition  to  the  £3,030,000  of 
which  I  have  already  spoken,  which  went 
i^to  the  balances.  This  £3,000,000 
which  was  repaid  was  used  to  redeem 
Exchequer  bonds.  Accordingly,  de- 
ducting this  sum  of  £3,000,000, 
the  amount  by  which  our  own  exertions 
reduced  the  National  Debt  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  was  £5,149,000,  not,  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  think,  an  altogether 
unsatisfactory  account  of  our  proceedings. 

A  COMPARISON  OF  INDEBTEDNESS. 

It  may  interest  the  Cpmmittee  to  have 
a  comparison  of  our  position  in  respect  o( 
debt  durii^  the  last  five  years.  In  the 
.course  of  the  five  years  ended  31st  March 
last  we  created  debt  to  the  amount  of 
£188,630,003.  This  amount  is  attribut- 
able; to  the  war,  £159,000,000;  toother 
expenditure  charged  to  capital  account, 
£27,630,000  ;  and  to  recent  low  state  of 
our  balances,  £2,030,030.  The  total 
amount  redeemed  in  the  period  has  been 
£29,525,000,  leaving  a  net  increase  of 
the  State's  liabilities  over  this  period 
of  five  years  of  £159,105,000,  or  almost 
exactly  the  same  amount  as  we  raised 
for  the  purposes  of  the  war. 

GROWTR  Ot  LOCAL  INDEBTEDNESS. 

I  think  it  will  be  interesting  to  turn 
ioT  a  few  moments  from  this  account 
of  our  national  indebtedness  to 
the  figures  of  local  indebtedness. 
They  will  repay  attention.  We  some- 
times hear  it  said  or  suggested  that  the 
great  fall  in  the  values  of  Government 
stpcks  and  all  high-class  securities  in 
recent  years  is  wholly  due  to  the  extra- 
vagant borrowings  of  the  State.  In  a 
time  of  great  war  you  must  borrow, 
but  if  we  examine  the  matter  a 
little  more  closely,  it  will  be  seen  that 
other  causes  have  been  at  work  to  reduce 
the  price  of  gilt-edged  securities,  and 
that,  if  national  stocks  and  the  stocks  of 
local  authorities  are  to  regain  their  old 
credit,  local   authorities  as  well   as  the 
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Exchequer  most  agree  to  restrict  for  a 
time  their  demands  on  the  mpney  market. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  1901-2,  the 
latest  for  which  figures  are  available,  the 
total  outstanding  loans  of  local  authori- 
ties in  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to 
£412,000,000,  For  England  and  Wales 
:figures  are  available  to  show  the  growth 
of  this  indebtedness  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  In  England  and  Wales 
alone  the  total  outstanding  loans  in  1880 
were  £137 ,000,000.  In  the  ten  years  from 
1880  to  1890  that  amount  was  increased 
by  £62,000,000.  In  the  ten  years  frcwn 
1890  to  1900  the  amount  was  further 
increased  by  £95,000,000,  while  in  the 
two  years  from  1900  to  1902  the  amount 
was  increased  by  po  less  a  sum  than 
£49,000,000.  That  is  to  say,  the  present 
rate  of  increase  is  two  and  a  half  times 
as  great  as  it  was  in  the  period  between 
1890  and  1900;  more  than  four  times  as 
great  as  between  1880  and  1890.  In  the 
twenty  years  between  1880  and  1900, 
vFhile  in  England  and  Wales  the  local 
indebtedness  increased  by  i&157,000,00O, 
the  gross  capital  liabiUties  of  the  State 
were  reduced  by  £132,000,000.  But 
when  the  State  was  forced  again  to 
become  a  borrower,  owing  to  the  exigen- 
•cies  of  a  great  and  prolonged  war,  there 
was  no  compensatory  restriction  in  the 
demands  of  the  local  authorities.  In  the 
three  years  ending  31  st  March,  1902,  the 
local  authorities  of  the  United  Kingdom 
borrowed  over  i&103,003,000.  The  total 
flum  added  to  the  National  Debt  on 
account  of  the  war,  which  disturbed  the 
equilibrium  of  four  financial  years,  is 
therefore  only  just  about  four-and-a-half 
years  borrowings  of  local  authorities  in 
the  United  Kingdom  at  the  present  rate 
of  progress. 
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THE  LOCAL  LOANS  FUND. 

Of  course,  a  great  part  of  this  local 
indebtedness  is  incurred  in  fulfilment  of 
new  obligations  which  this  House  thrusts 
on  the  local  authorities.  I  think  that 
may  perhaps  give  us  some  reason  to 
pause  before  we  continue  to  place  so 
many  new  obligations  upon  them.  And 
it  is  true  also  that  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  indebtedness  is  invested 
in  remunerative  undertakings,  or  at 
least  in  undertakings  which  it  is  hoped 
wiU  prove  to  be  remunerative.  That  does 
not  alter  the  fact  that  for  the  great  mass  of 
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these  liabilities  the  resources  of  the  rate- 
payers are  either  directly  or  contingently 
liable.  Sooner  or  later  it  will  be 
necessary  to  call  a  halt  in  this  process  of 
mortgaging  the  future.  Despite  the 
great  success  of  the  recent  issue  of  the 
London  County  Council,  there  are  many 
signs  that  local  authorities  are  less 
welcome  visitants  to  the  money  market 
than  was  (he  case  a  few  years  ago.  Dis- 
couraged there,  they  naturally  turn  to 
the  State  to  help  them  in  their  diffi- 
culties. The  Local  Loans  Fund  was 
established  in  order  to  give  local 
authorities,  and  especially  those  not  in  a 
favourable  position  to  borrow  on  their  own 
credit  the  advantage  of  the  superior 
credit  of  the  State.  But  the  State  is 
entitled  to  discriminate  between  l^e 
demands  which  are  made  upon  it.  It  is 
not  tolerable  that,  after  they  have 
spoiled  the  money  market  by  their  own 
large  demands,  local  authorities  should 
be  in  a  position  to  force  the  State  into 
the  money  market  so  spoiled.  In  order 
to  check  that  process,  and  in  order  to 
preserve  the  Ijocal  Loans  Fund  against 
loss  which  woiild  have  been  incurred 
otherwise,  the  Treasury  have  already 
been  obliged  to  make  an  all-round 
advance  in  the  rates  which  the  Public  • 
Works  Loan  Commissioners  charge.  I 
am  considerihig  in  conjunction  witii  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Local  (Government  Board  and  with  the 
PubUc  Works  Loan  Commissioners, 
whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  still 
further  restrict  these  loans  to  those 
authorities  who  are  least  able  to  borrow 
upon  reasonable  terms  for  themselves, 
and  to  those  purposes  which  this  House 
has  specially  desired  to  encourage.  In 
any  case  th^  State  cannot  continue  to 
provide  money  with  as  lavish  a  hand  as 
in  recent  years,  now  that  money  'u  dear 
and  the  Savings  Banks  no  longer  afford 
us  as  large  resources  as  formerly. 

ESTIMATED    EXPENDITURE    1904-5. 

What  are  the  prospects  of  the  present 
year?  I  take  expenditure  first.  The 
Consolidated  Fund  charges,  including 
the  fixed  debt  charge,  amount  to 
^£29,800,000.  The  Supply  services  em- 
bodied in  the  Estimates  amount  to 
£112,580,000,  or,  together,  £142,380,000^ , 
But  to  these  figures  I  have  to  add  some 
provision  on  account  of  Somaliland,  for 
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which,  as  the  Committee  know,  nothing 
was  taken  in  the  Estimates.  Of  oonise 
the  annoonoement  made  by  the  Secretary 
for  War  b  fresh  in  the  recollection  of 
the  Committee,  but  still,  although  the 
active  military  operations  have  come  to 
an  end,  we  most,  I  fear,  face  a  consider- 
able charge.  There  are  heavy  terminal 
charges  in  the  first  place.  We  have  then 
to  make  provision  for  snch  forces  or 
garrisons  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  leave 
in  the  country.  After  consultation  with 
my  rig^t  hon.  friend,  I  fix  the  whole 
amount  to  be  provided  for  Somaliland  in 
the  present  year  at  £500,000,  which  he 
believes  to  be  a  safe  figure.  That  brings 
the  total  expenditure  charged  to  the 
revenue  account  of  the  Exchequer  to 
J&142,880,000.  In  addition  the  State 
will  collect  and  pay  over  in  relief  of  local 
charges  a  sum  estimated  at  £9,696,000, 
and  it  will  incur  fresh  capital  expenditure, 
for  the  purposes  lor  which,  as  already 
explained,  the  spending  departments  are 
authorised  to  borrow,  to  an  amount 
estimated  at  £10,000,000.  The  last 
figure  is  provisional.  I  am  still  in  com- 
munication with  the  spending  depart- 
ments on  the  subject.  It  will  not  in 
any  case  be  exceeded,  and  I  hope  that, 
without  causing  any  serious  interruption 
to  work  now  in  progress,  it  may  be 
possible  still  further  to  reduce  it.  That 
includes  Military  and  Naval  Works 
and  expenditure  on  telephone  extension. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUE  1904-5. 

IQBut  my  present  concern  is  with  the 
expenditure  of  £142,880,000  on  Supply 
and  Consolidated  Fund  services,  and  the 
question  to  which  I  now  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  is,  upon  how 
much  revenue  can  I  count,  on  the  present 
basis  of  taxation,  towards  meeting  this 
liability  t  Customs  should  yield 
£33,900,000.  That  is  an  inc|;ease  of  only 
£50,000  over  the  yield  of  last  year.  I 
have  to  allow  for  decreases  on  several 
articles  of  consumption  and  for  the  loss 
of  the  £100,000,  which  were  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  com  tax  last  year.  On 
the  otiier  hand,  tobacco  should  give  me 
some  increase,  and  the  sugar  duty  will 
be  free  from  tiie  disturbance,  to  which  I 
have  already  referred,  caused  by  the 
introduction  in  the  middle  of  last  j 
year  of  the  system  of  refining  in  bond.  | 
Excise  I  pat  at  £31,500,000,  a  decrease 


of  £50,000  from  the  receipts  of  last  year, 
in  order  to  allow  for  a  further  faJl  in 
spirits.       Deatii     duties     I     take     at 
£13,000,000,    the    figure    of    last  year. 
Stamps  I  put  at  £7,550,000.    That  is  an 
increase  of  £50,000  over  last  year,  but  is 
still  far  below  the  yield  of  1902-3.     I 
am  not  sure  that  I  am  not  putting  the 
I  figure  too  low ;  but  stamps  are,  of   all 
'  sources  of  revenue,   perhaps   the   most 
I  difficult  to  estimate.    They  react  very 
!  quickly  to  any  rise  or  fall  in  Stock  Ex- 
I  change  business.    I  think  that  there  are 
'  already  signs  that  the  extreme  depression 
I  of  the   past  twelve   months  is  passing 
I  away,  and  that  we  may  look  forward  _to 
'  better  things  this   year.    At    the  same 
■  time,  warned  by  the  disappointments  of 
I  the  past,  I  think  it  is  better  that  if  I  err 
I  at  all  I  should  err  on  the  side  of  modera- 
t  tion,   and   I   accordingly  take  a  figure 
which  my  advisers  and  I  myself,  after 
I  hearing  all  they  have  to  say,  think  a  safe 
figure. '  Land  tax  and  house  duty  I  take 
;  at  £2,650,000,   the  same   as  last  year. 
Then  I  come  to  income-tax.    I  have  to 
I  allow  for  a  further  loss  of  i&2,000,000  in 
consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  tax 
last  year,  because  the  arrears  remaining 
over  into  this  year  will  be  collected  at 
che  lower  figure.    But  I  have  also  to 
make  a  further  allowance,  because,   in 
tiie  three  years  average  on  which  the 
profits  assessable  under  Schedule  D  are 
computed,  a  bad  year  takes  the  place  of 
a  very  good  one.    I  therefore   put  the 
total  yieldof  the  income-tax  at£28,000,000 
which  is  £2,800,000  less  than  last  year. 
This    makes    a   total    tax    revenue    of 
£116,600,000.    From  the  Post  Office  I 
anticipate   £15,950,000,   an   increase  of 
£500,000;    from  the  telegraphs,   which 
include      the     telephones,      I     expect 
£3,750,000.    Telegraphs  have  not  done 
well  in  the  past  year,  and  but  for  the 
telephones  would  have  done  very  much 
worse.    That   was  in    part  due   to  the 
absence  of  a  certain  class  of  Stock  Ex- 
change business,  and  in  part  due  to  the 
supersession    of    the    telegraph  by  the 
telephone.    From  Crown  lands  I  expect 
£450,000,    from     Suez     Canal    shares 
£960,000,     and     from      miscellaneous 
revenue  £1,350,000,  making  a  total  noa- 
tax    revenue    of    £22,460,000,    and    a 
total    revenue    from    all     sources     of 
£139,060,000,   against  a  total  expendi- 
ture of  £142,880,000. 
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THE  DEFICIT.       ,  \ 

The  Committee  will  therefore  see  that 
I   have  still  to  make   good  a  sum   of 
£3,820,000,  without  allowing  any  margin  i 
for  contingeneios,  and  without  making  ' 
any  further  progress  towards  the  restora- 1 
tion  of  balances.     How  are  we  to  get  it  ?  , 
I  have  been  favoured,  like  my  predeces-  i 
sors,  with  a  great  number  of  suggestions,  • 
and  if  in  a  multitude  of  counsellorB  there 
were  always  wisdom  I  ought  to  be  a  very 
Solomon.    Unfortunately,  many  of  these 
suggestions  ignore  the  practical  limita- 
tions under  which  I  must  work.     Many 
of  th^m  are  .contradictory  ;  not  a  few  of  | 
them  are  impracticable,  and  a  large  pro-  ; 
portion  of  them  emanate  from  gentlemen  ; 
who  are  evidently  much  more  concerned 
to  tax  out  of  existence  somebody   or 
something  which  they  dislike,   than   to 
provide  revenue  to  the  Exchequer. 

THE  SINKING  FUND 
But  there  is  one  suggestion  to' which  I 
must  allude,  because  from  communica- 
tions that  have  reached  me  I  gather  it 
finds  favour  amongst  some  Members  of 
this  Committee.  It  is  that  I  should 
suspend  the  Sinking  Fund.  That  is,  no 
doubt,  the  simplest,  as  it  certainly  is 
from  a  Parliamentary  point  of  view  the 
easiest,  way  of  getting  out  of  my  diffi- 
culty, but  it  is  a  suggestion  to  which  I 
for  one  am  unwilling  to  assent,  and  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  support  me  in 
my  refusal.  The  Sinking  Fund  was  only 
recently  re-established  on  the  cessation  of 
war.  It  is  our  first  reserve  should — 
which  God  forbid — war  break  out  afresh. 
It  ought  to  be  jealously  preserved  for 
such  a  contingency,  and  to  have  recourse 
to  it  recklessly  and  without  imperiotis 
necessity  in  time  of  peace  is  to  make  as 
direct  an  onslaught  on  our  power  to 
wage  an  effective  war,  as  if  we  were 
directly  to  diminish  our  naval  or  military 
preparations.  If  f  (mt  these  reasons  I  should 
consider  that  it  was  at  all  times  bad  policy 
to  suspend  the  Sinking  Fund  without  ab- 
solute necessity  or  at  least  very  urgent 
cause,  I  think  it  would  be  doubly  bad 
policy  at  the  present  time,  with  the  price 
of  Government  securities  at  the  figure  at 
which  they  now  stand,  and  with  the 
knowledge  that  for  several  years  to  come 
the  Government  must  be  borrowers  in 
pursuit  of  their  statutory  obligations 
under  the  Naval  and  Military  Works 
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Acts,  for  the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Acts, 
and  f(r  other  purposes.  I  therefore 
dismiss  that  suggestion. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  INCOME-TAX. 

Then  it  is  suggested  to  me  that,  as  the 
income-tax  pajrer  received  the  major 
portion  of  the  relief  accorded  last  year, 
he  should  bear  the  whole  burden  of  4he 
new  taxation  required  in  the  present 
year.  But  that  is  to  ignore  altogether 
the  course  of:  taxation  during  the  war. 
During  the  war  the  income-tax  payer  did 
not  only  bear  his  fair  proportion  of  the 
war  charges,  but  he  was  called  upon,  aa 
he  always  will  be  called  upon  in  time  of 
war,  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  iJie 
war  out  of  proportion  to  his  ordinary 
contribution  to  peace  expenditure.  The 
income-tax  is,  in  fact,  the  aeoond 
of  our  great  financial  reserves  ioit 
time  of  war.  In  li  famous  passage  of 
his  Budget  speech  of  1853  Mr.  Gladstone 
illustrated  its  potency  by  showing  how 
we  need  have  had  no  National  Debt  at 
all  if  there  had  been  resolution  enough  to 
impose  an  income-tax  in  an  effective 
form  at  an  earlier  period  of  ike  great 
Na(K>leonic  war,  and  he  pointed  to  what 
the  tax  might  do  for  us  again  in  a 
similar  great  emergency,  provided  that 
its  efficacy  were  not  destroyed  by  pre- 
tended reforms,  chief  among  which  was 
differentiation.  But,  Sir,  we  can  destroy 
the  efficacy  of  the  income-tax  as  a  reserve 
for  war  just  as  completely  by  keeping 
it  at  too  high  a  rate  in  peace,  as 
by  attempting  to  make  a  fundamental 
change  in  the :  basis  on  which  it  is 
levied.  I  have  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  patriotism  of  the  income-tax  payer. 
1  have  to  ask  the  Committee  to  support 
nie  in  increasing  the  figure,  the  already 
high  figure,  at  which  it  now  stands. 
In  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Gtovern- 
ment  lid.  is  too  high  a  rate  to  be 
permanent  fn  time  of  peace.  It  leavestoo 
small  a  margin  of  reserve  in  case  of  war, 
and  although  I  am  obliged  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  add  an  additioiial  penny 
this  year  and  to  raise  the  rate  to  ls.» 
I  say  for  myself  that,  in  my  opinion^ 
it  is  the  income-tax.  payer  who  will  have 
the  first  claim  to  relief,  and  I  .  hope 
the  sacrifice  I  am  .now  asking  of  him 
will  not  endure  for  long.  There  are 
some  disadvantages  attendant  on  the 
income-tax-rsome  cases  of  hardship,  real 
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or  apparent — whieli  are  inseparable  from 
the  nature  of  the  tax  itself ;  out  they  are 
all  of  them  increased  and  agg  avated 
when  the  tax  is  at  so  high  a  figure. 
In  my  opinion  the  remedy  and  the 
only  remedy  for  them  is  to  be  sought 
in  reducing  the  tax  again  to  a  more 
moderate  leyel  and  not  in  fundamental 
alterations  of  the  nature  of  the  tax 
itself.  There  are  other  objection? 
to  the  tax  less  inherent  in  the  nature 
of  the  tax,  and  less  inseparable  from 
it.  There  is  the  question  to  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Croydon  called  attention  in  a  very 
striking  passage  last  year,  ths  question 
of  evasion,  by  means  of.  which  some 
gentlemen  escape  from  their  due 
share  of  burden  and  throw  a  heavier 
burden  upon  all  their  fellow-citizens. 
There  is  the  question  of  the  proper 
way  to  charge  income  derived  from  patent 
rights,  copyrights,  and  such  sources. 
There  is  the  very  difficult  question  of 
the  allowances  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
make  in  respect  of  wasting  assets  charged 
to  capital;  and,  lastly,  there  are  the 
complaints  with  which  every  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and,  I  imagine, 
most  Members  are  familiar  from  people 
of  small  income  as  to  the  difficulty  of 
recovering  payment  of  income-tax  which 
has  been  overpaid.  I  propose  to  refer 
these  questions  to  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, and  I  had  hoped  to  be  in  a  position 
to  state  exactly  of  whom  the  Committee 
would  be  composed.  I  cani^ot  yet  give 
all  the  names,  but  I  may  say  I  have 
been  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  assistance 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Croydon,  who  will  be  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  and  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Poplar,  who  has  always  taken  great 
interest  in  our  financial  discussions.  They 
will  have  the  assistance  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  and  of  one 
or  two  otlier  gentlemen,  amongst  whom 
will  be|at  least  one  representative  Income- 
tax  Commissioner.  I  hope  they  will 
be  able  very  shortly  to  get  to  work,  and 
that^  as  a  result  of  their  efforts,  we  may 
see  oar  way  to  meet  some  of  these  oases 
of  hardship,  which  I  think  are  the  most 
serious  danger  whi6h  the  income-tax 
incurs,  and  the  removal  of  which  would 
do  much  to  mitigate  the  hostility  which  is 
felt  to  it  in  any  form.  The  additional 
penny   which  I   ask  the  Committee  to 


impose  would  yield,  in  a  full  year* 
£2,500,000.  In  the  present  year  it 
shouli  give  me  £2^000,000.  For  the 
balance  of  my  requirements  I  must 
turn  to  indirect  taxation.  After  the 
account  I  have  given  to  the  Committee 
of  the  wine  duties  and  of  the  beer  and 
spirit  duties,  they  will  see  that  it  is 
useless  t)  have  recourse  to  them  in  the 
present  year.  If  I  were  to  raise  the 
duty  I  should  probably  lose  more 
revenue  than  I  should  gain;  and, 
however  desirable  that  might  be  in  the 
opinion  of  same  hon.  Centlemen  because 
of  its  social  effects  on  the  country,  it  isr 
certiinly,  not  a  change  that  cjin  com- 
mend itself  to  me  when  I  am  seeking 
revenue. 

THE  TOBACCO  DUTIES. 
I  come  next  to  tobacco.  Tobacco  hafe 
done  Well  during  the  past  year,  but  it 
is  already  heavily  taxed,  and  I  am 
aivised  that  to  attempt  to  raise  the 
whole  of  the  sum  I  require  from  tobaipco 
alone  would  involve  so  great  an  increase 
in  the  duty  as  would  seriously  check 
consumption  and  destroy  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  imposed.  I  do  not, 
therefore,  propose  to  make  any  general 
alteration  in  the  rates  of  the  tobacco 
duty.  But  there  are  some  changes  and 
adjustments  which  I  think  it  would  be 
desirable  to  introduce.  The  tobacco 
duties  are  an  interesting  study.  They 
I  comprise  a  series  of  rates  on  the  raw 
material  and  on  various  manufactured 
products,  and,  although  the  rates  have 
been  several  times  varied,  the  proportibn 
which  these  rates  now  bear  to  one 
another  is  practically  the  same  as  that  at 
which  it  was  fixed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  ia 
1863.  There  is  no  doubt  what  was  hi^ 
object  at  that  time.  He  intended  to 
throw  open  the  tobacco  trade  to  foreiga 
competition  as  other  trades  had  thea 
recently  been  thrown  open ;  and  he  ex- 
plained that  he  allowed  the  difference 
between  the  rates  on  mianufactured  and 
on  raw  tobacco  As  a  full  and  fair  equiva- 
lent for  all  charges— both  the  direct  and 
the  indirect  charges — to  which  the  British 
manufacturer  was  subject,  and  **in  order 
that  the  labourers  who  were  employed  in 
the  manufacture,  amongst  whom  were 
women  and  children,  might  be  well 
looked  after.''  What  has  been  the 
result  I     In  the  first  place,  I  think  it  in 
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demonstiable  that  there  was  an  error  in 
the  calcuktions  on  which  Mr.  Gladstone 
worked.  He  himself,  indeed,  subse- 
quently correoted  the  error,  but  he  did 
not  alter  the  rates  which  he  had  pro- 
posed, and  the  resalt  is  that  the  home 
manufacturer,  making  for  home  CDUSump- 
tion,  has  a  larger  measure  of— shall  I  say 
compensation  ? — than  Mr.  Gladstone  had 
intended.  The  anomalies  do  not  end 
here.  There  are  separate  rates  for  cigars, 
cigarettes,  cavendish,  snulE,  and  other 
manufactured  tobaccos,  and  for  raw 
leaf. 

The  basis  of  the  whole  is  the  duty 
on  raw  leaf,  which  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  changes  was  fixed  at  3s. 
1  4-5d.,  soon  after  raised  to  3s.  2d.,  and 
which  now  stands  at  38.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  alter  that  rate.  But  the  principle 
of  the  scale  being  that  there  should  be  a 
rate  for  raw  tobacco,  with  a  correlative 
but  increased  rate  for  each  form  of  the 
manufactured  article,  it  has  always  been 
an  anomaly  that  the  first  process  of 
manufacture  or  treatment  which  the  leaf 
goes  through  is  marked  by  no  correspond- 
ing rate  in  our  scale.  That  process  is  the 
process  of  stemming  or  stripping  the  leaf 
— that  is,  separating  the  less  valuable 
stalk  from  the  more  valuable  portion  of 
the  leaf — and  the  omission  to  mark  that 
stage  by  a  separate  rate  of  duty,  coupled 
with  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  our 
drawbacks,  as  to  which  I  will  say  some- 
thing later,  has  resulted  in  the  trans- 
ference of  a  great  portion  of  this  work 
fr«m  this  country  to  other  places.  In  the 
five  years,  1860-1864,  only  43  per  cent,  of 
the  tobacco  that  entered  this  country 
was  stripped  before  importation.  Last 
year  no  less  than  77  per  cent,  had  under- 
gone this  process  before  it  was  brought 
into  this  country.  That  is  to  say  that 
by  our  Customs  regulations  we  have 
actually  driven  employment  away  from 
our  shores.  Now,  I  do  not  know  what 
degree  of  acceptance  Mr.  Gladstone's 
proviso  that  we  should  allow  something 
in  order  to  enable  workpeople  engaged  in 
the  trade  to  receive  fair  treatment  would 
meet  in  this  Committee  to-day,  but  I 
imagine  that  nowhere  would  there  be  any 
desire  that  our  Customs  duties  should  go 
out  of  their  w<iy  to  penalise  and  dis- 
courage the  employment  of  British  labour 
and  to  force  manufacturers,  contrary  to 
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the  natural  course  of  trade,  to  carry 
on  p.irt  of  their  processes  of  manu- 
facture elsewhere.  But  if  this  failure 
to  have  a  separate  rate  for  tobacco  which 
has  imdergone  this  process  of  treatment 
has  been  injurious  to  labour,  it  is  also 
injurious  to  the  revenue.  In  the  first 
place,  the  revenue  loses  the  additional 
sum  which  it  might  gain  if  this  part  of 
our  tobacco  duties  were  framed  in 
accordance  with  the  rest  of  them.  In 
the  second  place,  the  stalk  is  the  moistest 
part  of  the  leaf ;  and,  as  the  duty  is 
assessed  upon  the  total  weight,  includii^ 
any  natural  moisture  of  the  leaf,  it  is 
decidedly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
revenue  to  discourage  the  importation 
of  the  stalk.  It  is  clear  that  the 
stripped  leaf  has  a  definite  and  distinct 
value  diSeiing  from  that  which  the 
whole  leaf  enjoys.  It  is  not  right  that 
this  separate  value,  this  process  of  manu- 
facture which  the  leaf  has  undergone, 
should  not,  like  aU  other  processes  of 
manufacture  which  add  to  the  value,  be 
marked  on  our  scale  and  find  its  reflection 
in  the  appropriate  way.  I  propose,  there- 
fore, to  remove  this  anomaly.  I  leave 
the  rate  on  the  raw  leaf  at  Ss.,  and  I  in- 
troduce a  new  rate  of  3s.  3d.  on  tobacco 
stripped  before  importation — ^that  is,  a 
rate  of  3d.  in  excess  of  the  rate  on  the 
raw  material  ^ 

Next,  Sir,  I  come  to  cigars.  In 
1898,  when  my  right  |hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  reduced  the 
duties  on  tobacco  generally,  he  left  the 
cigar  duty  unchanged.  He  treated  foreign 
cigars  as  an  article  of  luxury  which  might 
very  fairly  pay  a  luxury  duty  in  excess 
of  that  paid  on  tobacco.  The  luxury 
tax  at  that  time  was  6d.,  and  was  exactly 
comparable  to  the  special  tax  which  Lord 
Goschen,  when  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, imposed  upon  sparkling  wines 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  wine  duty 
calculated  on  the  alcoholic  strength,  to 
which  they  were  also  subject.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  complaint  has  been  made  of 
the  luxury  duty  of  6d.  When  the  duties 
were  further  altered  in  1900  that  6d.  was 
increased  to  8d.  I  now  propose  to  add  an 
additional  6d.to  the  duty  on  foreign  cigars, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  I  propose  to  put  a 
similar  luxury  tax  of  Is.  on  foreign 
cigarettes.  These  rates,  I  ought  to  have 
said,  are  per   lb.  in  both  cases.    There 
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are  two  other  changes  which  I  most  ex- 
plain to  the  Committee  as  briefly  as  I 
can.  In  1887  the  limit  of  moisture 
allowed  in  tobacco  was  fixed  at 
35  per  cent.  In  1898,  in  connection  with 
the  reduction  of  the  duties,  it  was  reduced 
to  30  per  cent.  Well,  Sir,  in  practice  it 
has  been  found  that  it  is  not  possible, 
especially  for  the  smaller  manufacturers, 
to  work  up  to  the  full  limit  allowed  them 
for  fear  that  they  may  accidentally 
exceed  it  in  some  portion  of  their  pro- 
duction, and  so  incur  the  very  heavy 
penalties  which  are  contingent  upon  such 
an  offence.  Practically,  with  a  nominal 
Umit  of  30  per  cent.,  they  can  very  li  tie 
exceed  28  per  cent.  I  think  it  has  been 
proved  that  it  is  desirable,  as  it  cer- 
tainly was  the  intention  that  in  certain 
kinds  of  tobacco  they  should  actually 
be  able  to  work  up  to  the  full  limit  of 
30  per  cent.  I  propose,  therefore,  now 
to  raise  the  moisture  limit  to  32  per  cent. 
in  order  to  give  them  a  little  latitude. 

Lastly,  Sir,  there  is  the  question  of  draw- 
backs on  which,  also,  I  must  say  a  few 
words.  It  has  long  been  a  complaint  of  the 
trade  that  the  present  rate  of  drawback  is 
insnfScient,  unequal,  and  unfair;  and,  I 
think  if  any  hon.  Member  likes  to  follow 
the  calculations  which  were  presented  to 
the  House  in  1863  he  will  see  that  that 
must  be  so.  But  since  that  time  there 
has  been  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the 
tobacco  imported  which  aggravates  the 
injustice.  The  public  taste  has  changed. 
It  now  requires  a  lighter  tobacco,  which 
can  only  be  grown  on  light  and  sandy 
soils;  and  tobacco  grown  on  these 
soils  contains  a  greater  amount  of 
inorganic  matter  than  was  the  case 
with  the  tobacco  of  old  days.  The 
whole  subject  is  very  technical, 
and  I  will  not  enter  into  it  in  detail  now. 
But  I  may  say  that  a  Joint  Committee  of 
the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  has  been  carefully  examining 
this  subject;  and  they  have  laid  before 
me  proposals  which  I  am  prepared  sub- 
stantially to  accept,  subject  to  such 
alterations  as  are  necessitated  by  the 
changes  in  the  duty  which  I  have  an- 
nounced to-day.  I  shall  be  able  to  tell 
the  Committee  exactly  what  is  proposed 
before  we  get  to  the  Second  Heading  of 
the  Finance  Bill.  But  I  may  say  at 
once  that  in  place  of  one  rate  we  shall 
propose  to  introduce  four  or  five  different 


rates  of  drawback ;  and  I  am  not  without 
hope  that  one  result  of  this  change  may 
be  to  lead  to  a  considerable  increase 
in  our  export  trade  of  manufactured 
tobacco,  and  more  particularly  of  cigars, 
especially  to  our  Colonies.  I  am  told 
that  at  the  present  day  the  Colonies  are 
supplied  to  a  very  large  extent  from 
Hamburg  and  from  Holland,  not  in 
consequence  of  any  superiority  of  the 
manufactures  of  those  countries,  but 
because  the  insufficiency  of  our  draw* 
back  acts  as  a  penalty  on  ex* 
port.  The  net  result  of  these  changes, 
after  making  allowance  for  the  in* 
crease  in  the  Umit  of  moisture,  wiU  be  a 
gain  to  the  revenue  which  I  estimate 
will  this  year  amount  to  £550,000» 
What  the  yield  will  be  in  future  years 
must  of  course  depend  upon  the  propor- 
tion which  the  importation  of  stripped 
leaf  bears  to  whole  leaf  in  each  year.  I 
do  not  myself  anticipate  any  marked  or 
sudden  change  in  this  respect,  and,  if  I 
am  right,  this  change  which  I  propose 
will  continue  to  give  us  an  additional 
revenue  in  future  years,  whilst,  in  any 
case,  we  shall  remove  an  anomaly  and 
an  injustice  in  our  scale  of  Customs.  By 
these  means  I  obtain  an  additional 
revenue  of  £2,550,000.  I  still  require  a 
sum  of  something  like  £2,000,000. 

INCREASED  TEA  DUTY. 

I  can  obtain  it  from  tea  or  from  sugar^ 
Sir,  the  sugar  duty  was  only  recently 
imposed,  and  the  trade  has  lately  been 
subjected  to  some  uncertainty  owing  to 
the  Brussels  Sugar  Convention.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  it  has  appeared  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  that  it  is  better 
that  the  sugar  trade  should  not  be 
disturbed  again  at  the  present  time, 
and  we  propose  to  have  recourse  to 
tea.  I  shall  ask  the  Committee  to  add 
twopence  per  pound  on  tea.  As  I 
have  already  said,  tea  did  well.  It  pro^ 
duced  last  year  £250,000  more  than  the 
estimate  in  twelve  months  when  almost 
every  other  source  of  revenue  failed  to 
realise  anticipations.  Allowing  for  the 
disturbance  created  by  forestalments  and 
backwardations  in  recent  years  when 
changes  in  taxation  have  been  anticipated, 
it  has  been  a  steadily  growing  revenue, 
and  the  consumption  is  not  likely  to  be 
materially  checked  by  the  increase  which 
I  propose.    Even  with  that  increase  the 
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Average  price  to-day,  duty  paid,  will  be 
hardly  one  half  of  what  it  was  in  1864. 
From  this  source  I  expect  to  get 
£2,000,000. 

THE  FINAL  BALANCE  SHEET. 
I  am  now  in  a  position  to  present  my 
final  balance-sheet  to  t)ie  Committee.  I 
will  not  repeat  the  figures  which  are 
unaltered  by  the  changes  which  I  have 
proposed  in  taxation.  I  have  added  to 
Customs£2,550,000,bringing  its  total  yield 
ap  to  £36,450,000.  I  have  added  to  in- 
.come  tax  for  the  present  year  £2,000,000, 
making  its  estimated  yield  for  tlds  twelve 
months  £30,000,000.  By  these  means  I 
arrive  at  a  total  revenue  of  £143,610,000, 
against  an  expenditure  of  £142,880,000, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  revenue  over 
expenditure  of  £730,000.  That  is  a 
larger  margin  than  it  has  been  customary 
to  allow  in  recent  years,  and  it  is  to  this 
source  that  I  look  for  the  further  restora- 
tion of  the  balances  beyond  the  amount 
which  I  have  abready  provided.  Sir,  I 
have  now  finished  my  task.  I  thank  the 
•Committee  for  the  patience  with  which 
they  have  listened  to  me,  and  the  indul- 
jcence  that  they  have  shown.  Assuming 
office  at  a  moment  when  the  revenue  was 
falling  below  the  estimates,  and  when 
expenditure  was  already  in  excess  of  the 
Budget  provipion,  I  have  found  myself 
face  to  face  with  a  double  deficit.  I 
have  been  obliged  to  propose  to  the  Com- 
mittee new  taxation.  But  the  difficulties 
which  I  have  to  meet  are  largely  tem- 
porary, and  I  look  for  further  relief  to  the 
cessation  of  the  military  operations  in 
Somaliland  and  to  the  reforms  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  is  preparing  in  our  Army  system. 
But  the  time  for  that  relief  is  not  yet, 
and  it  has  been  my  duty  to  increase,  and 
not  to  remit,  taxation.  Additional 
taxation  is  never  popular,  and  the 
resources  to  which  I  can  have  recourse  in 
present  circumstances  are  limited .  I  have 
done  my  best  with  the  means  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  I  appeal  with  some  confidence 
to  the  Connnittee  to  support  proposals 
which  I  believe  to  be  sound  in  themselves, 
necessary  and  adequate  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  high  financial  credit,  and 
framed  in  harmony  with  our  existing 
financial  system  and  with  due  regard  to 
the  just  interests  of  all  classes  of  the 
.  commimitj 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 


CUSTOMS-TEA. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  Customs 
now  payable  on  tea,  there  shall  be 
charged  on  and  after  the  twentieth  day 
of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and  four, 
until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen 
hundred  and  five,  the  following  duty 
(that  is  to  say) : — 

"  Tea,  the  pound  .  .  .  Eight  pence." 
— {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Sir  H.  CAMFBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  discharged  himself  of  a  task  of 
unusual  difficulty  in  a  manner  which,  I 
am  sure,  has  earned  the  adnairation  d 
the  House.  I  think  I  should  not  do 
justice  to  what  is  in  all  our  minds  if 
I  did  not  allude  to  one  personal 
difficulty  which  I  need  only  allude 
to  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it 
aside.  It  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man finds  himself,  as  it  appears  to  most 
of  us,  in  a  position  presenting  some  in- 
congruity between  the  office  which  he 
holds  and  the  opinions  and  ambitions 
which  he  does  not  conceal  in  fiscal  and 
trade  matters,  and,  possibly,  even  with 
the  avowed  poUcy,  so  far  as  we  can 
know  it,  of  the  Administration  of  whieb 
he  is  a  member.  And,  therefore,  he  must 
have  expected  that  all  he  said  to-day 
would  be  scrutinised  by  every  one  who 
listened  to  him  with  a  view  to  discovering 
whether  there  was  anything  which  might 
appear  to  any  of  us,  whatever  our 
opinions  on  this  vexed  question  may  be, 
to  be  of  a  subterranean  character  applic- 
able to  that  question.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  have  been  con- 
scious of  a  certain  peculiar  interest 
on  that  ground  which  pervaded  the 
Assembly  which  he  was  addreasmg. 
On  one  or  two  occasions,  I  think,  he 
made  an  observation  which,  to  a  very 
sensitive  ear,  might  appear  to  have  a 
further  meaning  than  appeared  on  the 
surface,  but  on  the  whole,  I  think,  in  this 
respect  as  well  as  in  the  lucidity  and 
completeness  of  his  statement,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  acquitted  himself 
most  admirably. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  a  task 
of  great  difficulty  to  undertake.  We 
have  not  known  a  financial  position 
so  serious  in  our  time.    In  the  second 
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year  of  peace,  after  the  war  taxation  had  ;  subject,     that      I      should      distinctly 
been  only  partially  reduced  in  the  first  j  cUim  that  the  Government  shoild  allow 


year,  the  rest  of  that  war  taxation  is  not 
only  to  be  maintained  but  absolutely  to  be  \ 
increased,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I 
has  found  himself  obliged,  as  he  thinks, 
to  add  to  the  indirect  taxation  of  the 
country  at  a  time  when  it  is  universally 
admitted  that  that  branch  of  taxation 


not  only  the  general  discussion  on  the 
first  Resolution  to-night,  but  on  another 
Resolution  which  will  give  that  ample 
opportunity  which,  I  am  sure,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  would  agree 
ought  to  be  given.  I  am  not  going  to 
enter    upon     all     those  elaborate  and 


had  not  received  the  relief  it  was  entitled  '  detailed  questions  which  the   right  hon, 


to  last  year.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  at  least  shown  courage,  of  different 
kinds  perhaps,  in  two  particulars.  He 
has  maintained  unequivocally  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which,  as  he  says,  is  the 
great  resource  of  this  country  in  an 
emergency.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he 
has    shown    another    sort    of     courage 


Gentleman  has  so  ably  dealt  with.  I  am 
not  sure  that,  on  this  occasion,  our 
interest  has  turned  so  much  upon  con- 
jectures as  to  the  particular  tax  which  is 
to  be  increased  or  modified,  or  imposed 
or  abolished,  or  on  any  other  of  the 
details  of  the  scheme  of  taxation. 
The  great  governing  fact  which  stands 


in  proposing,  I  venture  to  say,  two  of !  over  the  whole  finance  of  the  year  is  the 
the  most  unpopular  taxes  which  enormous  growth  of  expenditure.  I 
could  be  brought  forward  by  any  |  regret  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  did 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — namely,  ;  not  make  his  survey  a  little  more  com- 
an  addition  to  the  already  high  income-  plete  by  saying  something  upon  that 
tax  and  an  addition  to  the  tax  upon  tea.  ^  point.  He  was  severe  upon  the  local 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  touche  1 1  authorities.  He  said  it  was  necessary  to 
upon  a  vast  number  of  most  important  call  ''  Halt!  "  in  the  process  of  ezpendi- 
subjects  which  will  require  the  due  con-  i  ture,  and  he  seemed  shocked  by  their  ex- 
sideration  of  the  Committee,  and  I  wish  {  travagance  ;  but  he  had  not  a  word  to 
to  repeat,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  j  say  as  to  the  huge  Estimates  for  which 
the  claim  which  was  made  last  year  and  |  he  is  himself  responsible, 
acknowledged  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  t 

man  who  was  then  the  spokesman  of  the  |     *Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  re- 
Government.    That  is  the  claim  that  we 
should   have   an  ample  opportunity  of 
4bsciisfliiig,   not  this  or  that    particular  | 
Resolution,  not  the  individual  taxes  that , 


ferred  to  borrowing. 


are  interfered  with,  one  after  another, 
but  also  the  general  policy  of  the  Budget. 
Thi»  question  arose  last  year,  and 
members  of  the  Committee  then  found 
themselves  stopped  from  what  they  con- 
sidered was  the  the  full  discussion  that 
was  i*equired  of  the  general  financial  situ- 
Mion  on  the  ground  that,  unless  there 
was  a  general  agreement  on  the  subject, 
and,  oi  course,  subject  always  to  the 
accjuiescence  of  the  Chair,  they  must 
confine  themselves  to  the  limits  of  the 
particular  Resolution.    The  then  Chan 


Sir  H.  CAMPBBLL-BANNERMAN: 
Well,  but  nobody  needs  to  borrow 
unless  he  spends,  and  the  way  to 
get  rid  of  the  necessity  of  borrow- 
ing is  to  refrain  from  spending. 
We  used  to  have  little  admonitions  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bristol  which  I  am  bound  to 
say — I  have  often  reinarked  it  before — 
did  not  appear  to  have  much  effect. 
But  we  have  not  had  even  the  blessing 
of  a  homily  or  an  admonition  from  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who,  perhaps,  bases  his  neglect  of   that 


ir  of  the   Exchequer  acknowledged    Ktlle'LTexUlXTadrf  tt'e 
that  the«  wa.  "a  «ood  deal  in  the  ar^u-    j^Sl  r^uSTtrcLV^h*^.    ? 


good  deal  m  the  argu 
ment^  and  if  he  should  have  again  to 
Imng  in  a  Budget  he  should  take  care 
that  tiie  House  was  not  put  into  the 
position  in  which,  to  his  regret,  it  now 
iennd  itself. **  I  think  it  only  right,  and 
a  matter  of  duty  to  the  other 
Members    who   are    interested    in    the 


believe  it  is  to  this  growth  of  expenditure 
rather  than  to  ingenious  devices  for 
meeting  the  charge  and  covering  up  the 
oost  that  the  country  should  direct  its 
most  earnest  attention.  The  facts  speak 
for  themselves*  For  the  hundredth  time 
I  will  repeat  some  of  them,  because  they 
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ought  to  be  constantly  brought  before 
the  House.  Our  national  expenditure 
in  1886  was  £92,200,000.  In  1895,  with 
some  variations,  it  ^U  remained  at 
£93,900,000.  The  estimated  expenditure 
for  the  coming  year  is  £142,300,000.  The 
Navy  has  gone  from  £9,400,000  in 
1870  to  X17,600,000  in  1895  and 
£42,100,000  in  1905.  The  Army  has 
risen  from  £12,300,000  in  1870  to 
£18,700,000  in  1895  and  £32,500,000 
in  1905.  And  we  have  been  told  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  himself  that 
we  must  expect  an  increased  expenditure 
in  the  next  year  and  the  year  after 
because  of  the  re-armament,  which  is  at 
present  concealed  from  our  view  by  the 
fact  that  it  is  being  mainly  defrayed  by 
India.  This  is  a  state  of  things  which 
requires  only  to  be  recited  in  this  House, 
surely,  to  invite  to  it  the  most  earnest 
and  serious  attention  of  the  Committee. 

And  let  me  say  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  incidentally  to  a 
further  expenditure  which  is  going  on 
and  which  is  often  allowed  to  pass  with- 
out notice.  I  refer  to  the  expenditure 
from  capital  under  a  series  of  Acts  which 
are  hidUen  away  from  the  public  and 
often  from  Parliamentary  knowledge. 
And  this  esqpenditure  is  being  rapidly 
developed.  The  money  is  expended  and 
is  repaid  by  annuities  which  are  charged 
on  the  ordinary  Estimates.  I  am  quite 
aware  of  the  convenience  and  advantages 
of  this  systeuL  It  gives  continuity  to 
the  administration  of  the  works  under- 
tiken.  It  prevents  the  confusion  and 
disturbance  created  by  the  periodical 
necessity  of  surrendering  balances.  I 
daresay  it  is  economical  in  some  respects. 
It  frees  the  hands  of  the  administrating 
authority,  but  its  by-product,  if  I  may 
say  so,  is  the  concealment  from  the 
country  of  this  expenditure  that  is  going 
on.  I  will  recite  the  Acts.  They  are 
the  Barracks  Act,  1890,  the  Naval  Works 
Acts  from  1895  to  1908,  the  Military 
Works  Acts  from  1897  to  1901,  the 
Telegraphs  Acts  from  1802  to  1899,  the 
Uganda  Railway  Acts  from  1896  to  1902, 
the  Niger  Company  Act,  1899,  the  Pacific 
Cable  Act,  1901,  Public  Offices 
(Acquisition  of  Sites)  Act,  1895,  Public 
(Offices  (WhitehaU  Site)  Act,  1897,  and 
the  Land  Registry  (New  Buildings)  Act, 
1900.    I  venture  to  say  Hkere  are  many 

Sir  H.  CampbelUBannerman, 


Members  of  the  House  who  are  not  in 
the  least  aware  of  tiie  extent  to  which 
this  expenditure  is  going  on.  At  the 
end  of  1892-93  the  total  liability  under 
legislation  of  this  kind  was  £621,000. 
\^at  does  the  Committee  think  it  is 
now?  At  the  end  of  1902-3  it  was 
£27,408,000.  Here  is,  practically, 
£27,000,000  added  to  the  National  Debt 
in  ten  years,  and  it  is  a  growing  expendi* 
'  ture.  The  amount  spent  last  year  was 
£8,119,000,  and  the  amount  expected  to 
be  spent  in  this  year  is  £9,789,000. 
Therefore,  besides  the  ordinary  exp^idi* 
ture  charged  against  revenue,  with  which 
we  are  familiar  in  the  Estimates,  we  are 
spending  this  year  £9,750,000  and  con- 
cealing it  from  ourselves  by  charging  it 
against  capital.  We  talk  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  I  have  said  how  much  we 
approve  of  the  stem  virtue  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  not  tampering 
with  the  Sinking  Fund,  but  here  is  an 
expenditure  that  obliterates  the  Sinking 
Fund. 


Sir 
No. 


M.  HICKS  BEACH  (Bristol,  W.) : 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELLBANNERBIAN  : 
It  goes  far  to  do  so. 

j     Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  No. 

i     Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERJiAN : 
j  The  right  hon.  Oentleman,  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  these  things,  wiQ,  I  hope» 
I  explain  them  to  the  House,  and  if  he 
I  can  explain  them  satisfactorily  no  one 
I  will  rejoice  more  than  I  shaU.    These 
'  are  facts  which,  it  seems  to  me,   give 
importance  to  this  Budget,  and  I  mentioa 
this  subterranean  expenditure,  as  it  were,. 
I  only  by  the  way,  in  order  to  impress. 
I  upon  the  House  the  fact  that  the  enor- 
mous sums  which  we  see  on  the  face  of  the 
j  Estimates  do  not  include  all  our  liabilities. 
These  facts  appear  to  me  urgently  to  call 
upon  us  to  arrest,  while  we  may,  the 
headlong  extravagance  of  recent  years^ 
Phis  is  a  question  which  far  transcenda 
Party  interest.    It  is  the  interest  of  ua 
all  to  maintain  the  financial  strength  of 
the  country,  and  also  as  Members  of  the 
House  of  Conunons  to  show  that  we  are 
not  idle  and  indifferent  to  such  progresa 
of  expenditure.    I  trust  that  the  House 
of  Commons  will  not  be  slow  to  discharge 
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its  fiist  duty  in  this  matter,  and  will  not 
be  content  with  discussing  taxes  which 
may  be  imposed  or  removed,  or  general 
administration,  but  will  discuss  the  source 
and  origin  of  all  the  evil,  which  is  the 
growing  expenditure  of  the  country. 

♦Mb.    RITCHIE   (Croydon) :   My  first 
duty,  an  agreeable  one,  is  to  congratulate 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  upon  the  great  ability 
with   which  he  has  discharged  a  duty 
which  he  has  rightly  described  as  on  this 
occasion    especially    difficult.      He    has 
stated  the  views  he  holds  and  the  pro- 
posals he  makes  with  such  clearness  that 
they  are  perfectly  plain  to  the  Committee, 
which,  as  I  myself  know,  is  by  no  means 
an  easy  task.    I  very  much  regret  that 
my  ri^t  hon.  friend  was  plac^  in  the 
dfficult   position  of  having  to  meet  a 
falling  revenue,  and  I  regret  it  the  more 
because   it  may  be,  and  no  doubt  has 
been,    contended     in     many     quarters 
that    it     was    my    own    proposals     of 
last     year    which     have     landed     my 
right  hon.  friend  in  his  present  difficulty. 
Sir,  I  have  myself  received  many  con- 
gratulations from  friends  that  it  has  not 
been  my  duty  on  this  occasion  to  perform 
my  right  hon.   friend^s  task,  congratu- 
lations which  do    doubt   were  well  in- 
tended, and  I  will,  therefore,  take   the 
opportunity  of  saying  that  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  anything  I  could  have  done 
could  have  relieved  my  right  hon.  friend 
from  the  difficulties  created  by  last  year. 
My  right   hon.    friend  has  stated  with 
great  clearness  the  various  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  revenue  being  consider- 
ably less  than  was  anticipated  last  year. 
Those  who   have  occupied  the   position 
know   well  that  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  to  rely,  and  properly  to  rely, 
for  the  estimates  he  makes  on  the  advice 
he  receives  from  those  efficient  officers  of 
the  State  who  have  for  so  long  performed 
their   duties  admirably.       It  must  not 
be    supposed  that  these   estimates   are 
made  in  anything  like  a  haphazard  way, 
they  are  made  after  most  complete  inquiry 
into  all  the  various  circumstances   that 
are  likely  to  affect  the  revenue,  and  I 
for  my  part  did  what  I  am  sure  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  done — I  went  very  care- 
fully into  every  item  of  the  estimates 
with  my  advisers,  being  most  anxious, 
aboye  all  things,  that  the  estimates  of 
VOL.  CXXXIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


revenue  should  not  be  excessive.  I  did 
not  feel  justified,  after  the  inquiry  and 
discussion,  in  making  material  reductions 
on  the  proposals  put  before  me,  and  if  I 
had  made  any  reductions  they  would  cer- 
tainly not  have  been  in  any  degree 
adequate  to  the  deficiency,  which,  unfor- 
tunately, has  arisen. 

My    right     hon.    friend    has    stated,, 
quite    truly,    that    the    falling    off    of 
the   revenue     is    largely    owing    to     a 
cycle    of   bad    trade.      But    last    year 
there  were  no   indications   of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  justify  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  inferring  that  this  falling 
off  would   occur.      Many    circumstances 
have  led  to  it.    There  have  been  the  after- 
effects of  the  war.    It  was  anticipated 
that   after    the  war  there    would  be  a 
very    considerable    revival    of     trade, 
especially      with     South     Africa,     but 
nothing   of  the   kind  has  occurred;    on 
the  contrary,   the     trade    with     South 
Africa  last  year  has  not  been  so  good  as 
it  was  in  previous  times.    Then  there  ha^^ 
been  the  disturbance  in  the  cotton  trade, 
which  has  been  very  injurious  to  a  large 
number   of  people.     I  do  not  wish  to 
touch  on  any  controversial  subject  just 
now,  but  my  own  belief  is  that  the  con- 
troversy which    unhappily    has    taken 
place  in  connection  with  our  fiscal  policy 
has  made  trade  perhaps  somewhat  lesa 
than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.    But 
however  that  may  be,  I  think  I  am  justi- 
fied in  contending  that,  as  far  as  the  falling 
off  in  the  revenue  is  concerned,  it  is  of  & 
character  that  could  not  have  been  fore- 
seen either  by  myself  or  my  advisers  last 
year.    One  reason  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  gave,  although  unsatisfaiotory  to 
him  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  revenue 
collector,    must  be  satisfactory  to  the 
House — namely,  that,  to  some  extent  at 
least,  the  falling  off  in  the  consumption 
of  beer  and  spirits  was  owing  to  the 
Licensing  Act  of   1902.    That  Act  has 
undoubtedly  made  everyone  morecareful : 
it  has  hindered  the  drunkard  from  getting^ 
more  drink,  it  has  made  the  dispenser  of 
drink  more  careful  in  selling,  and  I  think  it 
has  had  some  effect  in  removing  the  abuses 
of  drinking  which  unfortimately  occur  iu 
a  large  number  of  bogus  clubs.    However 
slight  the  effect  may  be,  that  it  has  had 
any  effect  is  matter  not  for  regret  but  for 
sincere  congratulation. 
X 
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My  right  hon.  friend  has  said  that  the 
repeal  of  the  com  tax  was  more  costly  than 
had  been  anticipated  and  that  the  advan- 
tages were  less  apparent.  How  costly 
the  character  of  the  repeal  may  be  is  a 
matter  over  which  no  one  had  any  con- 
trol; it  merely  depended,  I  imagine,  on 
dealing  fairly  with  the  people  who  were 
engaged  in  the  trade  who  had  paid  the 
tax  and  had  large  stocks  in  hand.  I  am 
sure  the  Committee  will  feel  that  I  my- 
self acted  rightly  in  dealing  fairly,  and 
indeed  generously,  with  those  people  and 
in  making  remissions. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
did  not  criticise  the  repayments  made,  I 
did  not  say  that  they  were  not  necessary 
or  justified.  On  the  contrary  I  think  my 
right  hon.  friend  was  quite  right  to  make 
them. 

♦Mb.  RITCHIE  :  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  suggested  that  the  advantages  antici- 
pated were  not  very  apparent,  although 
earlier  in  his  speech  he  said  that  one  of 
the  reasons  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue  was  a  very  bad  harvest. 
Surely  my  right  hon.  friend  will 
not  argue,  when  there  has  been  a  bad 
harvest,  that,  although  the  price  of 
biead  has  not  been  reduced,  the  consumer 
does  not  therefore  receive  any  advantage 
from  the  remission  of  this  tax.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  exactly  what  has  been 
the  effect,  how  much  or  how  little,  be- 
cause of  other  circumstances  which  have 
to  be  taken  into  account,  but,  in  view  of 
the  years  of  bad  harvest,  I  think  it  was 
a  matter  not  for  regret  but  congratulation 
that  the  tax  was  taken  off.  However,  I  do 
not  say  that  in  any  controversial  spirit. 

My  right  hon.  friend  has  said  that  ex- 
penditure had  been  increased  by  three 
items.  One  of  them  was  the  extra  ex- 
penditure in  Somaliland.  None  of  us 
anticipated  that  anything  like  that 
expenditure  would  be  necessary,  but  I 
certainly  am  not  one  of  those  who  desire 
to  say  one  word  against  the  expenditure. 
We  entered  upon  that  campaign  for  very 
adequate  reasons,  and  we  are  boimd  to 
carry  that  campaign  through  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination,  whatever  the  cost. 
No  one  regrets  the  cost  more  than  do 
the  Government,  and  for  my  part  I  make 
no  complaint  against  them  for  the  extra 
expenditure.    With  regard  to  the  Naval 

Mr.  Ritchie. 


Estimates,  if  my  right  hon.  friend  meant 
to  imply  that  I  cut  down  naval  expendi- 
ture in  a  way  that  made  the  Estimates 
inadequate,  I  am  sure  my  right  hon. 
friend  will  accept  from  me  the  statement 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  that 
implication. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
What  I  said  was  that  I  understood  from 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  that 
there  was  some  doubt  as  to  what  sums 
were  required ;  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
undertook  to  provide  a  larger  sum  than 
was  included  in  the  original  Estimates  if 
experience  showed  that  it  would  be 
necessary ;  and  that  the  sum  which  was 
needed  was  even  larger  than  was  antici- 
pated. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  was  going  to  say 
that  the  whole  matter  of  dispute  between 
my  noble  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  and  myself  was  a  mere  matter 
of  £200,000  upon  the  question  of  contract 
work.  I  declined  to  add  £200,000  more 
to  the  Estimate  for  contract  work  which 
might  not  have  been  earned.  It  has  turned 
out  that  the  contractors  have  done  more 
work  than  I  anticipated  they  would  do. 
With  regard  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Chilian  battleships,  in  my  opinion  the 
(Government  were  amply  justified  in 
that  expenditure.  It  would  have  been 
most  unwise  if  the  Government  had 
allowed  them  to  go  to  a  foreign  fleet, 
when  they  might  have  altered  the  balance 
of  power,  but  I  warn  my  noble  friend 
that  we  shall  expect  to  see  some  reduc- 
tion in  future  Naval  Estimates  on  account 
of  the  trausaction.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
naval  programme  of  the  Government 
ought  to  be  reduced,  but  I  do  say  that 
the  expenditure  on  these  ships  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  an  anticipatory  expenditure, 
which  should  reduce  by  so  much  the  Navai 
Estimates  of  a  future  year.  Both  sides 
of  the  House  will  acknowledge  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  has  met  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue  in  a  bold  and  statesmanlike 
manner.  Some  people  may  find  fault 
with  my  right  hon.  friend  for  the  deple- 
tion of  the  Exchequer  balances,  but, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  think  my 
right  hon.  friend  was  justified  in  utilising 
some  of  those  balances.  It  has  always 
been  the  practice  when  there  ha^s  been  a 
deficit,  and  when  taxation  has  been  high. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


577  The  Budget  {19  April  1904} 

lor  a  sum  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
balanees,  and,  therefore,  I  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  my  right  hon.  friend  on  aocount 
of  this  proposal. 

There  is  one  thing  on  which  I  heartily 
<;ongratuIate  my  right  hon.  friend,  and  that 
is  his  decision  not  to  touch  the  Sinking 
Pund.  It  is  an  easy  thing  to  reduce  the 
Sinking  Fund,  but  a  difficult  thing  to 
justify,  and  I  am  convinced  that  he  was 
wise  in  not  touching  it.  I  think  my  right 
hon.  friend  was  perfectly  justified  in  add- 
ing a  penny  to  the  income-tax  because  I 
am  perfectly  certain  that  I  should  not  have 
taken  4d.  off  the  income- tax  last  year  had 
I  anticipated  that  there  would  have  been 
such  a  fall  in  the  revenue ;  therefore,  no 
fault  can  be  found  with  my  right  hon, 
friend  in  putting  a  penny  on  the  tax, 
which  would  have  remain^  on  last  year 
if  the  deficit  could  have  been  antici- 
pated. I  was  glad  to  hear  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  intends  to  appoint  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  to  inquire  into  the  i 
subject  of  the  income-tax.  There  is  a  \ 
very  large  field  of  inquiry  for  such  a 
Committee,  and  I  can  only  say  that 
for  my  part  I  shall  be  glad  to  render 
such  assistance  in  the  matter  as  I  can. 
I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything  about 
the  tobacco  which  is  a  complicated  ques- 
tion ;  but  I  am  sorry  my  right  hon.  friend 
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Government  that  care  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  the  mistake.  My 
right  hon.  friend  remarked  that  the 
indirect  taxpayer  had  not  received 
adequate  relief  last  year.  In  my  opinion 
the  indirect  taxpayer  has  received 
perfectly  adequate  relief.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  a  larger  share  of  the 
burden  of  taxation  last  year  was  borne 
by  the  income-tax  payer  than  by  the 
indirect  taxpayer,  and  that  consequently 
the  direct  taxpayer  had  a  more  urgent 
claim  to  relief,  which  could  not  possibly 
be  set  aside.  In  conclusion,  I  have  again 
to  offer  my  right  hon.  friend  the  heartiest 
congratulations  upon  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  difficult  task 
that  has  fallen  to  hun  as  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

*Mr.  HATJ)ANE  (Haddingtonshire) 
said  the  House  would  not  blame  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  for  Croydon  for  being 
out  in  his  estimates  last  year.  The 
period  was  an  exceedingly  difficult  one, 
and  that  the  estimates  were  inaccurate 
was  not  the  fault  of  those  who  advised 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Whether  or 
not  the  cause  was  a  cycle  of  depression 
he  was  not  quite  sure.  It  was  perfectly 
true  there  had  been  a  period  of  depression 
but  it  was  of  a  different  kind  to  that  to 


has  thought  it  necessary  "to  increase  the    Y^'<^h  they  >ad  been  used  in  the  past 
^  -      -    ''  -  -  At  other    times,   when  depression   had 


duty  on  tea, 
my  right  hon. 
an  additional 
That    may  be 


Tea  has  done  well,  said 
:faiend,  and  therefore  let 
tax  be  put  upon  it. 
an  excellent  Chancellor 


of  the  Exchequer  reason,  but  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me  unfair  that 
people  who  pay  most  freely  should 
be  most  heavily,  taxed.  I  am  not, 
however,  prepared  to  say  that  in 
this  matter  my  right  hon.  friend  has 
been  unwise  in  acting  as  he  his  done. 
I  should  have  preferred  to  see  a  higher 


occurred,  it  had  been  general  in  its 
character,  affecting  many  countries,  but 
of  late  the  depression  had  been  local  and 
he  was  not  sure  whether  it  was  not  due  to 
a  shortage  of  the  purchasing  power  of  this 
country  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of 
capital  from  its  proper  channel  owing  to 
the  war.  All  would  be  agreed  in  con- 
gratulating the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  the 
way  that  he  had  performed  his  task  in 


duty  put  upon  tobacco;  but  I  do  not  JP^P"^  "» »"»  ?"**^hK^pJ"^  n'^*  "'J 

pie4  the  point,  because  I  know  there  are  **>  high  reputation  of  the  Chancellors  of 

Sifficultie8%onnected  with  an  increase  in  *»^«  Bfchequer  of  this  House  for  lucidity, 
the  duty  on  tobacco.    I  am  sure  the 


Lucidity   was  the  characteristic  of  the 

Government  will  attend  to  the  request  of  I  "ght  hon  Gentleman's  speech,  and  it  was 
-  --^  .1  |a  quality  for  which  they  were  all  grate- 

ful.   The  right  hon.  Grentleman  had  had 
a  difficult  task  to  perform  and  it  was 


the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  that  adequate 
time  shall  be  given  for  the  discussion  of 
the  whole  Budget.  Owing  to  a  misunder- 
standing, partly,  I  am  afraid,  my  %ult  and 
partly  the  fault  of  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench,  an  opportunity  was  not  given  for 
a  full  discussion  of  the  Budget  last  year, 
and  I  then  promised  on  behalf  of  the 


impossible  at  this  moment  to  make 
criticisms  as  to  details.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  was  to  be  warmly  congratu- 
lated on  having  had  the  courage  to  re- 
frain from  suspending  the  Sinking  Fund, 
X  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


579  Tilt  Budget  {COMMONS} 

but  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Croydon, 
he  thought,  had  been  a  little  too  generous 
in  his  defence  of  the  Exchequer  balances. 
It  was  quite  plain  the  Exchequer  balances 
could  not  be  touched  without  the  money 
obtained  therefrom  being  charged  to 
capital,  and  therefore  the  defence  which 
had  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  resorting  to  the  Exchequer  balances, 
although  it  might  be  right  to  resort  to 
them  imder  the  present  circumstances,  i 
could  not  be  allowed  to  go  without 
question.  ; 

With  regard  to  the  income-tax, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
done  quite  right,  and  he  had  explained 
that  the  country  could  not  afford  even 
the  reduction  of  last  year,  not  because  | 
of  the  circumstances  the  right  hon.  I 
Member  for  Croydon  had  before  him,  but  I 
because  the  estimates  of  that  season  had  ! 
turned  out  to  be  too  sanguine.  He  I 
regarded,  however,  the  imposition  of  the 
additional  tax  upon  tea  with  the  greates 
suspicion.  Nothing  was  more  plain  than 
the  fact  that  successive  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer  had  not  made  any  in- 
quiries lately  into  the  incidence  of 
indirect  taxation;  as  to  how  the  incid- 
ence of  the  revenue  raised  fell  upon 
the  taxpayer,  especially  in  regard  to 
indirect  taxation.  Indirect  taxation  was 
a  matter  which  required  a  great  deal 
more  investigation  than  it  had  received, 
and  as  regarded  the  tax  on  tea  he 
proposed  to  reserve  his  criticisms  until 
the  time  came  to  deal  with  the  matter 
specifically.  He  was  glad  the  right  hon. 
(rentleman  had  intimated  his  intention 
to  appoint  a  Departmental  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  income-tax,  but  the 
incidence  of  the  income-tax  was  very 
\^ide  and  he  was  not  quite  sure  that  the 
terms  of  reference  for  the  proposed 
inquiry  would  carry  the  matter  far 
enough.  The  difficulty  of  collection  was 
far  more  stringent  than  it  had  ever  been, 
and  he  was  not  quite  sure  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  have  to 
consider  whether  he  was  not  killing  the 
goose  that  laid  the  golden  eggs.  It  was 
extremely  difficult  to  different  ate  between 
the  different  kinds  of  profits,  especially 
when  they  were  made  by  persons  only 
casually  in  this  country.  The  whole 
burden  of  the  income-tax  required  very 
careful  reconsideration.  The  principles  re- 
mained the  same  as  they  were  in  the  early 

Mr.  Haldane. 
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fifties,  and  before  long  they  would  have  to 
be  revised  in  a  much  more  comprehensive 
sense  than  had  been  stated  this  after- 
noon if  the  full  efficiency  of  that  tax  was. 
to  be  realised.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
there  was  to  be  no  additional  tax  oa 
alcohol.  Some  of  that  tax  pressed  now 
very  heavily  on  certain  individual  in- 
dustries, and  he  could  state  case  after 
case,  if  necessary,  of  industries  being 
starved  in  this  country  owing  to  the  duty 
on  alcohol  as,  for  instance,  the  ceUulose 
industry.  He  congratulated  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  having  dealt  with  the 
tobacco  duties  in  a  scientific  spirit. 
Cigars  were  now  to  be  manufactured  m 
this  country  far  more  than  before. 
Whether  they  would  be  of  the  kind  that 
one  would  expect  to  receive  from  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  he  did  not  know, 
but  an  opportunity  was  to  be  given  for 
the  manufacture  of  cigars  for  export. 

They  did  not,  however,  need  to  go  into 
the  details  at  this  stage,  but  they  could 
turn  their  minds  to   the  broad    issues 
which  the  Budget  disclosed.    He  doubted 
whether  the  Budget   realised   the  very 
serious  situation  in  which  the  country 
was  at  the   present  time.     There  was 
no  doubt  that  in  the  last  twenty  years  the 
annual   income    from    all    sources  had 
been    steadily    growing.      The    annual 
income    was    calculated    in    1882-3   at 
£14,000,000,000;     in     1891-2     it     was 
£16,000,000,000,  whilst  in  1902-3  it  was 
probably  no  less   than  £20,000,000,000. 
That  was  a  very  great  increase  in  twenty 
years.     It  meant  an  increase  of  annual 
i  income  of  38  per  cent.,  as  against  an  in- 
I  crease  in  population  of  15  per  cent.,  or  an 
I  increase    of    income    per    head  of    the 
'  population  of  20  per  cent.    On  the  other 
!  hand,  the    growth  of  expenditure  from 
11873  to   1883  was  £1,000,000  a  year; 
from  1883-4  to  1896,  including  the  period 
I  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
I  ber  for  West  Monmouthshire  was  at  the 
I  Treasury,  there  was  a  period  of  economy 
:  during  which  the  increase  of  expenditure 
was  not  more  than  £750,000.     Then  came 
a  change  of   administration  and  in  the 
following  eight  years  the  increase  of  ex- 
penditure was  over  £50,000,000,  or  an  in- 
I  crease  of  £6,250,000  a  year.     The  right 
'  hon.  Member  for  West  Bristol  appeared 
I  to  dissent.     He    had  retired    from  the 
I  Government  before  that  limit  was  reached; 
but  he  made  a  most  remarkable  speech. 
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dubstantially  to  this  same  effect,  in 
September,  1903,  whicli  contained  one 
of  the  most  valuable  warnings  which  had 
been  given  to  the  country  for  some  years. 
The  Votes  which  were  responsible  for  this 
enormous  increase  <rf  £60,000,000  in 
eight  year?  were  the  Army  and  Navy 
Votes.  During  the  period  from  1883-4 
to  1893-4  the  Army  Estimates  had 
increased  by  £14,000,000,  whilst  during 
tiie  same  period  the  Navy  Vote 
showed  an  increase  of 
Educational  expenditure  had  also 
incrwised  by  £9,000,000.  That  was  a 
striking  expenditure.  He  was  the  last  to 
wish  to  reduce  the  naval  expenditure  in 
any  way  that  would  prevent  the  Navy 
being  the  most  efficient  that  could  be 
obtained,  but  it  could  not  be  forgotten 
that  that  efficiency  was  relative.  The 
position  of  other  Powers  had  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  he  thought  the  time  had 
come  when  a  thorough-going  diplomatic 
effort  should  be  made  to  arrange  with  the 
great  Powers  to  put  a  check  on  this 
startling  rate  of  increase.  He  was  glad 
to  see  in  the  Army  Estimates  that  some- 
thimg  like  a  beginning  had  been  made, 
bat  the    Navy   deserved   consideration 


part  of  that  was  reproductive,  being 
represented  by  telephones,  water  supply, 
lighting,  tramways,  and  other  services 
which  brought  in  returns.  The  unre- 
munerative  portion  of  the  debt  might  be 
taken  at  one-half  the  total  amount.  Be 
that  as  it  might,  local  and  Imperial  taxa- 
tion together  amounted  to  the  formidable 
sum  of  over  £190,000,000.  It  was  true 
that  that  was  only  about  10  per  cent,  on 
the  national  income,  but  had  any- 
£24,000,000. ,  body  any  serious  idea  of  what 
was  the  incidence  of  that  taxation, 
how  it  was  distributed  between  the 
various  classes  of  the  population,  and 
how  more  was  to  be  obtained  if  the 
emergency  arose  ? 

He  did  not  think  it  was  any  use 
having  an  inquiry  into  expenditure. 
Expenditure  was  a  matter  of  policy, 
and  policy  was  a  matter  of  which 
this  House  and  the  nation  had  to  judge. 
But  on  the  question  of  expenditure  and 
the  raising  of  revenue  the  House  and  the 
nation  were  very  much  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  incidence  of  taxation,  and  he  would 
like  to  see  a  Royal  Commission,  contain- 
ing   the    very    best    statisticians    and 


from  the  point  of  view  of  highest  states-    economists  of  the  country  with  some  of 


manship  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
this  important  question.  The  National 
Debt  was  another  serious  matter.  In 
ld97  Consols  reached  the  figure  of  113^, 
whereas  in  1903  they  were  as  low  as  86|. 


the  first  men  of  business,  set  to  work 
and  devoting,  if  necessary,  two  or  three 
years  to  the  task  of  furnishing  the  country 
with  a  thorough  Report  on  the  subject. 
The  Income-Tax  Commissioners  and  the 


l%en,too,  the  (Government  recently  issued  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  were  certain  to 
their  guaranteed  2|  per  cent.  Land  Stock  j  have  masses  of  information  of  the  most 
at  87,  which  meant  th^t  they  were  i  useful  kind  with  regard  to  the  distribu- 
payicg  about  3J  per  cent,  for  money.  I  tion  of  the  national  income  and  the  way 
That  was  a  startling  alteration  in   the  |  in  which  taxation  fell  upon  it.    He  agreed 


state  of  the  national  credit  which  could 
hardly  be  accounted  for  by  the  increase 
of  loctftl  taxation  and  local  loans,  though 
he  quite  admitted  that  there  had  been  a 
tendency  to  come  into  the  market  with 
local  loans  in  competition  with  the 
Crovemment,  which  had  made  the  position 
of  the  Government  weaker  than  it  used 
to  be.  The  fact  that  3J  per  cent,  had 
now  to  be  paid  as  against  less  than  2^ 
per  cent,  eight  years  ago  was  a  serious 
matter  to  be  taken  into  account.  Then 
there  was  the  question  of  local  rates, 
-which,  for  the  last  year,  had  been 
estimated  at  £55,000,000,  audit  had  been 
calculated  that  these  had  doubled  in  the 
last  twenty  years.  Local  debt  amounted 
to  upwards  of  £400,000,000,  but  a  large 


that  it  was  not  easy  to  see  how  the 
existing  sources  of  taxation  could  be  in- 
creased. He  congratulated  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  on  the  extreme  lucidity  with 
which  he  had  placed  his  Budget  state- 
ment before  the  Committee,  and  he  had 
made  these  criticisms  of  a  general 
character  in  the  belief  that  they 
concerned  subjects  which  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  at  an  early  date  by  one  occu- 
pying the  responsible  positioa  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  f M."JHICK8 J  BEACH  :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman]  opposite!  has']  [dealt 
with'  much  ;t knowledge'^i  andij  ability 
with"  many^  important iPsubjects  con- 
nectedjj^with^^the^  financial  ^^  situations 
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of  the  country.  He  has  gone 
hr  beyond  the  finance  of  this 
particular  year,  but  I  think  his  main 
desire  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Oomniittee  to  the  great  difficulties  of 
the  present  situation.  In  that  I  entirely 
agree  with  him.  But  if  the  difficulties  are 
such  as  have  been  described,  all  the  more 
credit  is  due  to  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the 
admirable  and  courageous  manner  in 
which  he  has  performed  his  task  to-day. 
My  right  hon.  friend  was  good  enough  to 
refer  in  a  very  friendly  way  to  the  rela- 
tions which  used  to  exist  between  us  at 
the  Treasury.  I  can  only  say  that  if  my 
views  on  fiscal  subjects  in  any  way 
modelled  the  opinions  of  my  right  hon. 
friend,  he  has  amply  fulfilled  to-day,  in 
performance,  the  promise  which  he  gave 
in  his  early  days  at  the  Treasury.  I  re- 
cognise, as  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
recognised,  that  in  this  matter  my  right 
hon.  friend  had  a  difficult  and  delicate 
task  to  perform.  He  has  views  on  fiscal 
subjects  with  regard  to  the  future  from 
which  I  unhappily  difier,  but  not  a  trace 
of  those  views  was  to  be  found  in  his 
speech  to-night;  and  I  welcome  with 
even  greater  satisfaction  the  fact  that  not 
a  trace  of  those  views  is  to  be  foimd  in 
the  proposals  of  the  Budget. 

What  was  the  situation  with  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  had  to  deal  ?  It  was  none 
of  bis  making.  Nobody  can  blame  him 
in  the  smallest  degree  for  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  in  the  past  year  a  deficit  of 
£2,750,000  in  our  revenue  as  compared 
with  the  estimate  of  his  predecessor,  and 
an  increased  expenditure  beyond  the  Esti- 
mates of  about  the  same  amount,  making 
altogether  a  realised  deficit  in  the  year  of 
nearly  £5,500,000.  Nor  should  I  wish 
at  all  to  blame  his  predecessor  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Croydon.  I  know  too  well  the 
difficulties  of  framing  estimates  of 
revenue  for  the  coming  year.  I  was 
more  fortunate.  In  my  time  the  country 
was  more  prosperous,  and  my  estimates 
of  revenue  were,  with  one  exception, 
invariably  exceeded  in  the  result.  Some- 
times they  were  very  largely  exceeded, 
but  I  always  confessed  to  the  Committee 
— and  I  hold  the  opinion  strongly — that 
no  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  to 
tike  credit  for  a  revenue  far  in  excess  of 
Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach, 


his  anticipations  any  more  than  he  can 
fairly  be  blamed  if,  owing  to  depreesicm 
of  trade  or  other  causes,  the  revenue  faHa 
short  of  his  estimates.  The  pride  of  a 
ChanoeUor  of  the  Exchequer  should  be 
to  make  the  yield  of  the  revenue  and 
his  estimates,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
balance. 

Now,  what  is  the  manner  in  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  has  proposed  to 
deal  with  the  deficit  of  the  past  year  ? 
There  is  one  point  in  regard  to  that 
deficit  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention. 
I  have  said  that  I  do  not  in  the  least 
blame  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Croydon,  but  I  do  think  that  greater 
caution  should  have  been  exercised  by 
him  and  the  responsible  heads  of  the 
Revenue  Departments  with  regard  to  the 
estimates  of  revenue  last  year  from 
CustoniE  and  Excise.  What  are  the 
facts  ?  My  right  hon.  friend  was  advised 
to  estimate  his  receipts  from  Customs  at 
£207,000  beyond  the  yield  of  the  previous 
year,  but  there  was  an  actual  falling  off 
as  compared  with  the  yield  of  the  previous 
year  of  £583,000.  That  was  a  mistake 
of  nearly  £800,000.  Then  my  right  hoa. 
friend  expected  an  increased  yield  from 
Excise  of  £600,000,  and  there  was  an 
actual  decrease  of  £550,000;  a  mistake  of 
£1,150,000.  What  happened  in  the  year 
before?  In  the  year  before  that — ^the 
last  for  which  I  was  responsible — Excise 
had  shown  a  considerable  falling  off. 
The  Excise  had  shown  a  falling  off  of 
£600,000  in  1902-3  and  Customs  a  falling 
off  of  £767,000  as  compared  with  my 
estimate,  and  in  the  year  1901-2  the 
receipts  from  Excise  had  been  equally 
discouraging.  I  mention  these  matters,, 
not  in  order  to  suggest  blame  to  any  one^ 
but  in  order  to  express  a  hope  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  taken  warning  in 
the  framing  of  his  estimates  for  the 
coming  yea  r  from  this  steady  falUng  off,. 
especially  in  Excise.  I  notice  that  he 
estimated  his  receipts  from  Excise  next 
year  on  the  present  basis  of  taxation  at 
within  £50,000  of  the  receipts  in  the 
present  year.  Well,  I  hope  he  has  taken 
account  of  the  tendency  to  fall  off  and 
also  of  the  fact  that  he  has  had  the 
beneBt  of  an  additional  day  in  the  year 
that  has  just  passed.  I  hope  the  same 
with  regard  to  Customs. 
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But  there  k  still  another  matter.  My 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Croydon 
haa  said  to-day,  and  we  must  all  feel  that 
if  we  could  only  be  wise  before  the  event 
instead  of  after  it,  we  should  all  have 
agreed  last  year  that  it  was  wrong  to 
reduce  the  taxation  of  the  country  by  so 
large  an  amount  as  was  actually  remitted, 
and  my  right  hon.  friend  has  said  that 
if  he  had  known  how  the  year  would 
torn  out  he  would  not  have  taken  off  a 
penny  of  the  income-tax.  Well,  I  think 
there  are  a  good  many  people  who  will 
be  disposed  to  go  a  Uttle  further.  I  sap- 
ported  His  Majesty's  Government  last 
year  in  the  repeal  of  the  com  duty,  for 
which  I  was  responsible;  I  did  it  with 
the  greatest  reluctance,but  I  did  it  because 
I  believed  it  to  be  the  least  of  two 
evils.  I  believed  it  to  be  better  that 
that  duty  should  be  repealed  than  that  it 
should  be  used  as  the  first  step  in  a 
policy  of  preference  or  protection. 
But,  Sir,  I  had  another  reason  for 
supporting  the  repeal  of  that  duty. 
That  was  because  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Croydon  as  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  expressed  in  his 
Budget  speech  to  the  House  a  strong 
hope  that  he  would  be  able  so  to  reduce 
the  increase  of  expenditure  that  he  might 
be  justified  on  that  account  also  in 
remitting  the  amount  of  taxation  which 
he  proposed  to  remit.  Well,  I  trusted, 
and  I  said  so  at  the  time,  to  the  sense 
which  I  hoped  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  on 
that  Bench  had  at  last  begun  to  feel  of 
the  danger  of  this  increasing  expendi- 
ture, and  that  that  would  induce  them 
to  stop  the  increase  and  justify  the  re- 
mission of  the  corn  duty.  Bat  what  has 
happened?  We  have  seen  again  an 
increase  in  the  present  year  of  iK5,75O,00O 
on  the  Naval  Estimates,  for  which  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  no 
sufficient  reason  has  yet  been  given. 
We  have  seen  Estimates  produced  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  which  he 
has  declined  himself  to  defend  or  even  to 
excuse  except  as  merely  provisional 
Estimates,  necessary  in  the  transition 
stage  towards  a  time  of  greater  efficiency, 
and,  I  hope,  of  diminished  military 
expenditure.  It  is  in  those  circumstances 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  been 
deprived  of  a  penny  on  the  income-tax, 
and  of  £2,500,000  from  the  com  duty,  a 


duty  which  I  still  think,  as  I  told  the 
House  two  years  ago,  when  once  estab- 
lished would  doveryUctle  practical  harm 
to  anybody,  whatever  might  be  said 
against  it  in  theory,  and  the  repeal  of 
which,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  done  no 
good  whatever  to  anybody.  That  is  the 
position  in  which  we  now  stand,  thanks 
to  the  remission  of  these  taxes  last  year. 

How  does  my  right  hon.  friend  piopose 
to  deal  with  this  deficit  due  to  the  past 
year  of  £5,400,000  ?  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand, I  confess,  his  proposals  on  that  score. 
He  appropriates,  in  the  first  place,  from 
the  balances  £3,000,000  which  has 
been  paid  into  them  from  the  Trans- 
vaal Guaranteed  Loan  for  advances  made 
by  this  country  to  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  1  think,  in  the  year 
1902-3.  I  do  not  quite  understand  for 
what  object  those  particular  advances 
were  made,  and  I  would  remind  my  right 
hon.  friend  that,  though  the  money  was 
taken  from  the  balances  to  make  those 
advances,  yet  it  got  into  the  balances 
from  the  loan  which  I  borrowed  in  the 
year  1901-2.  It  was  borrowed  money, 
borrowed  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and, 
having  been  borrowed,  I  must  say  I  think 
that  in  strictness  it  ought  to  have  been 
applied  to  the  redemption  of  Exchequer 
bonds  or  to  the  redemption  of  some  form 
of  debt,  rather  than  applied  to  pay  off  a 
deficit  iv  the  balancing  of  the  finances  of 
any  particular  year.  But  I  do  not  at  all 
wish  to  say  this  by  way  of  criticism  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  because,  on  my  con- 
science, I  believe  that  if  I  had  been  in 
his  place  I  should  have  done  exactly  the 
same  thini;.  I  think  that  we  owe  him  so 
much  for  having  declined  the  temptation 
to  take  anything  from  the  Sinking  Fund 
that  we  may  well  forgive  him  this  pro- 
posal with  regard  to  the  £3,000,000. 
Then,  having  taken  these  £3,000,000,  my 
right  hon.  friend  proposes  to  draw  still 
further  upon  the  balances  towards  the 
deficit  of  £5,400,000.  I  do  not  quite 
gather  to  what  extent  he  draws.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  The  whole.]  No,  I  do 
not  think  it  was  the  whole,  because  he 
proposes  to  appropriate  certain  dividends 
arising  from  unclaimed  stock,  and  waiting 
demands  from  the  owners  of  that  stock, 
who  never  appear,  a  course  which  I  think 
is  perfectly  jostified  by  the  precedents  of 
former  years,  and  I  can  only  congratulate 
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him  on  having  so  fortunate  a  windfall. 
That  he  has  put,  I  think,  at  £1,000,000. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
propose  to  realise  to  that  extent. 

Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :   Well,  I  hope 
my  right  hon.  friend  will  be  oareful  about 
the  realisation,  because  these  funds  are 
inyested  in  Consols,  and  we  all  feel  that 
this  is  not  precisely  the  time  at  which 
it  would  be  advisable  to  realise  Consols 
if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided.      But  that 
would  account  for  £4,000,000,  out  of  the 
deficit  of  £5,400,000.     I   do  not  quite 
understand  how  the  remainder  is  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  perhaps  when  he  comes 
to    answer    my    right  hon.  friend  will 
explain  this  point.    When  he  came  to 
the  imposition  of  taxation  for  the  coming 
year  I  certainly  understood  that  he  only 
provided  for  the  deficit  of   the  present 
year.    He  proposes  to  provide  for  that 
deficit  by  imposing  an  additional  penny 
on  the  income-tax,  2d.   per  lb.   on  tea, 
and  by  certain  changes  in  the  tobacco 
duties,  which  he  thinks  would  produce 
him  a  revenue  of  £550,000.    I  will  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  proposed  changes 
in  the   tobacco    duties.      I  sympathise 
with  my  right  hon.  friend  in  one  of  his 
proposals,  that  with  regard  to  imposing 
greater    taxation  on  the  imported  leaf 
without  the  stalk  than  is  now  imposed 
upon  it,  as  compared  with   the  tax  on 
the  imported  leaf  with  the  stalk.     But 
I  would  venture  to  give  my  right  hon. 
friend  a  little  warning  with  regard  to  the 
tobacco  duties.      It  is  a  very  dangerous 
thing,  as  I   know  from  experience.    The 
trade  is  a  very  sensitive  trade.    Tobacco 
is  an  article  not  merely  of  consumption 
here  but  of  manufacture,  and  you  have 
to  consider  the  question  of  the  manu- 
facturer, the  dealer,  and   the  consumer ; 
and  when  you  are  dealing  with  an  article 
which  produces  a  revenue  to  this  country 
of  something  like  £12,500,000,  it  may  very 
well  be  that  changes  of  diis  kind  may  so 
disturb  the  trade  as  to  bring  about  the 
loss  of  a  greater  revenue  than  you  ever 
expected   to  gain.      I  merely  give  my 
right  hon.  friend  that  caution  without 
professing  at  the  present  moment  to  be 
able  to  speak  on  this  matter  with  the 
technical  knowledge  which  any  discussion 
of  it  would  demand. 

Next  I  come  to  the  duty  on  tea.    I 
congratulate    my  right    hon.  friend  in 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 


that  he  has  chosen  tea  [Opposition 
cries  of  "  Oh "  and  Ministbeial 
cheers]  in  the  circumstances  as  the 
main  source  of  his  new  indirect  taxa- 
tion. I  think  that  he  was  absolutely 
right  when  he  had  to  impose  fresh  taxa- 
tion for  the  coming  year  to  divide  his 
proposals  between  direct  and  indirect 
taxation,  and  I  think  that,  having  regard 
to  the  drcumstances  of  the  present 
revenue  which  he  has  detailed  to  us,  tea 
was  certainly  the  beet  subject  that  he 
could  have  chosen  for  that  purpose. 
There  is  one  point  only  which  I  would 
venture  to  suggest.  I  hope  that  he  will 
get  the  £2,000,000  which  he  has  every 
right  to  expect  from  the  additional  2d.  on 
tea,  but  I  have  found  in  more  than  one 
year  that  if  there  was  one  article  more 
than  another  which  lent  itself  to  the 
machinations  of  those  acute  gentlemen 
connected  with  trade  who  are  always 
clearing  goods  in  the  anticipation  of  an 
increase  of  duty  or  holding  them  back 
from  clearance  in  the  anticipation  of  a 
reduction  of  duty— if  there  was  one  article 
more  than  another  which  lent  itself  to 
this  it  was  tea.  I  have  been  deprived  of 
a  large  amount  of  revenue  in  some  years 
by  these  operations,  and  I  hope  my  right 
hon.  friend  will  not  find  when  next 
January  and  February  come,  if  he  con- 
tinues to  be,  as  I  devoutly  hope  he  will 
continue  to  be,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  the  Estimates  presented 
at  the  beginning  of  the  new  session  look 
so  favourable  for  the  reduction  of  taxation 
that  the  dealers  of  tea  may  be  tempted 
during  the  last  two  months  of  the  finan- 
cial year  to  keep  back  their  tea  in  the 
hope  of  a  reduction  of  the  2d.  instead  of 
clearing  it,  as  they  ought  to  do,  to  meet 
the  demands  of  my  right  hon.  friend. 
I  think  my  right  hon.  &ieud  is  right  in 
adding  to  the  duty  on  tea  on  this  main 
ground.  Tea  is  an  article  of  almost 
universal  consumption.  It  ib  not  the 
subject  of  any  manufacture  in  this 
country,  and  therefore  the  Exchequer 
receives  from  the  tax  on  tea  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  burden  that  falls  on 
the  people  than  from  many  other  matters 
that  I  could  mention.  But  I  hope  my 
right  hon.  friend  will  not  be  attacked, 
as  I  was  attacked,  with  regard  to  the 
duty  on  tea.  I  remember  when  I  pro- 
posed to  maintain  or  increase — I  forget 
which  it  was — the  duty  on  tea  I  was 
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met  by  an  enthusiastic  fiscal  Member 
— ^my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield 
— with  the  proposal  that  I  should  apply 
colonial  preference  to  the  question  of 
tea.  I  resisted  that  proposal.  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
fact  that  if  I  accepted  it  I  should  lose 
most  of  the  revenue  I  expected  to  derive 
from  tea,  and  that  our  colonial  fellow- 
subjects  were  able  to  drive  foreign  tea 
pretty  well  out  of  the  market  without 
any  preference  at  all.  I  hope  that  no 
similar  attack  will  be  made  on  my  right 
hon.  friend.  I  hope  he  will  not  be  told 
that  this  tax,  which  does  nothing  more 
than  yield  a  large  sum  to  the  revenue 
at  the  least  possible  cost  to  the  consimier, 
is  an  unscientific  tax,  because  it  does  no 
good  to  distressed  producers  in  this 
country.  I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend 
will  not  excite  bitter  hostility  on  the  part 
of  tea  producers  in  India  and  in  Ceylon 
because  he  has  not  only  not  listened  to 
their  desires,  if  these  desires  exist,  for 
a  preference  on  tea — he  has  not  only 
not  listened  to  desires  which  were  ex- 
pressed to  me  for  a  reduction  of  the 
existing  duty  on  tea — he  has  not  merely 
dissembled  his  love  with  regard  to  them, 
but  he  has  kicked  them  downstairs  by 
the  proposal  of  an  additional  twopence 
on  tea.  Well,  I  should  entirely  sym- 
pathise with  my  right  hon.  friei;id  in  the 
resistance  to  any  such  attack  which, 
no  doubt,  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to 
offer. 

Now  I  come  to  the  income-tax.  My 
right  hon.  friend  proposes  an  addition 
of  a  penny  on  the  income-tax.  That 
raises  to  my  mind  very  grave  questions 
which  were  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Haddingtonshire,  and  were  alluded  to, 
and  obviously  felt,  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself. 
It  is  surely  a  very  grave  matter  that  in 
time  of  peace,  when  every  proposal 
before  us,  I  hope,  tends  to  show  better 
and  more  peaceful  relations  between  us 
and  two  of  the  greatest  nations  of  the 
world  than  have  been  the  case  for  many 
years — it  is  a  grave  matter  that  at  such 
a  time  we  should  be  asked  to  raise  the 
income-tax  to  Is.  in  the  £.  My 
right  hon.  friend  expressed  his  feeling 
that  we  were  dangerously  reducing  our  re- 
flonrces  in  the  event  of  war  coming  upon 


us  by  such  a  proposal  as  this.    Is  it  not 
obvious  that  if  the  income-tax  had  been, 
before  the  commencement  of  the  South 
African  war,  a  shilling  instead  of  eight- 
pence,   this    country    would    have    lost 
for    the   purposes   of   the  war  no    less 
than   £10,000,000  a  year,  which   would 
have    had  to  be  raised  by  some  other 
form    of    taxation.      That     being    so, 
I  think  it  is  a  very  serious  matter  that  we 
should  be  asked  now  for  an  income-tax  of 
Is.  in  the  £1.    But  this  raises  a  question 
to  which  I  confess  I  attach  some  little 
importance.     Who  will  feel  this  taxation 
most  ?     Not  the  rich  man.     There  is  a 
sort  of  idea  in  the  mind  of  some  people 
that  the  income-tax  is  a  rich  man's  tax. 
Why,  Sir,  rich  men  do  not  much  mind 
what  taxation  you  put  upon  them,  ex- 
cept in  regard  to  the  death  duties.     No  ; 
those  whom  the  income-tax  really  afiect 
are  the  income-tax  payers  who  are  above 
the  income-tax   limit   and    yet  do  not 
possess  an  income  of  more  than  £2,000  a 
year.     They  are  the  most  heavily  taxed 
and  rated  class  of  people  in  this  country. 
Of  course,  our  present  system  of  abate- 
ments does  something,  and  in  some  cases 
does  a  great  deal,  to  reduce  the  poundage 
of  the  income-tax  upon  incomes  below 
£700  a  year.    But  when  you  have  Is.  in 
the  £1  of  income-tax,  I  confess  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  there  is  great  reason  in 
the  demand  that  something  of  this  kind 
shall  be  further  extended.     It  is  not  as  if 
we  were  asked  to  impose  this  tax  for  a  year 
only.    Can  any  one  of  us  hold  out  much 
hope  to  the  income-tax  payers  that  it  is 
likely  to  be  lowered  next  year  or  the  year 
after  ?     My  right  hon.  friend  told  us  that 
he  hoped  for  some  relief  next  year  from 
the  cessation  of  the  war  in  SomaUland, 
which  I  hope  by  that  time  may  not  have 
been  renewed,  and  also  from  some  reduction 
in  the  Army  Estimates,  which  I  hope  we 
may  receive,  although  we  do  not  receive 
it  this  year.     But  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the^  Exchequer  next  year 
will  be  able  to  reduce  the  Is.  in  the  £1 
income-tax.     If  that  be  so,  it  looks  some- 
thing very  like  a  permanent  burden  upon 
a  class  of  persons  who,  I  think,  are  ill  able 
to  bear  it.     Is  it  not  possible,  by  way  of 
an  extension  of  abatements  or  by  some 
system  of  graduation,  to  make  the  income- 
tax  on  a  certain    poundage  less  heavy 
upon  these  people,  if  not  more  heavy 
upon  those  who  are  richer.     To  my  mind 
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there  has  never  been  any  objection  in 
principle  to  a  movement  of  this  IdncL 
We  know  very  well  that  we  have  gradua- 
tion in  the  death  duties  ;  we  have  gradua- 
tion in  the  house  duty  already.  The 
difficulty  is  its  practical  application  to 
the  income-tax.  I  confess  I  doubt  its 
practicability,  but  what  I  would  earnestly 
press  upon  my  right  hon.  friend,  as  I 
pressed  upon  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon  last  year,  is  that  this 
question  of  the  practicability  of  some 
extension  of  abatements  or  some  kind  of 
graduation  should  be  examined  by  the 
practical  skilled  Committee  which  he 
intends  to  appoint  to  deal  with  the  in- 
come-tax. I  cannot  but  think  that  this  is 
a  moment  when  this  claim  may  very 
fairly  be  made.  If  it  should  be  possible 
that  any  result  should  come  from  it 
which  would  relieve  the  income-tax 
payers,  I  think  nobody  ought  to  be  more 
grateful  than  the  Party  of  which  I  am  a 
member.  But  if  it  should  be  impossible, 
all  I  can  say  is  that  I  fear  that  you  will 
create  in  the  minds  of  the  payers  of  in- 
come-tax a  very  grave  and  discontented 
feeling  towards  the  Grovernment  of  the 
country,  and  towards  the  authorities,  as 
regards  the  amount  of  taxation  which 
they  are  called  upon  to  pay. 

It  may  be  impossible,  I  do  not  know — 
*'  Hope  springs  eteniAl  in  the  human  breast.** 
If  may  be  impossible  for  the  present  Gov- 
ernment to  stop  the  increase  of  expendi- 
ture. That  is  a  matter  which  must 
occupy  a  good  deal  of  our  time  in  the 
debates  on  this  question.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Haddingtonshire 
quoted  some  figures  with  regard  to  the 
annual  increase  of  expenditure  in  this 
country  in  late  years;  I  will  just  mention 
some  of  them.  I  have  looked  back  to 
the  year  1881-2,  twenty-three  years  ago, 
and  I  find  that  in  that  year  the  total 
annual  expenditure  of  the  country  was 
£85,600,000.  For  the  seven  years  follow- 
ing it  increased  at  the  rate  of 
£500,000  a  year;  for  the  seven  years 
again  following  that  it  increased  at  the 
rate  of  £2,250,000  a  year,  and  for  the  nine 
years  ending  this  year  it  has  increased 
at  the  rate  of  £4,250,000.  I  say  such  an 
ncrease  cannot  go  on.  If  it  goes  on,  in 
my  belief  it  will  impose  a  burden  of 
taxation  that  this  country  will  not 
Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach, 


stand.  It  has  already  imposed  upon  us 
£23,500,000  of  taxation  primarily  imposed 
for  war  purposes,  but  maintained  in. 
time  of  peace  and  added  to  this  year  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  to  the  extent  of 
another  £4,000,000.  If  this  is  to  go  on^ 
in  my  belief  the  burdens  of  the  taxpayer 
will  become  so  great  that  there  will  be  a 
reaction  in  this  oountry  which  will  not. 
only  sweep  away  us  who  may  be  held 
responsible  for  it,  but  will  do  what  if^ 
very  much  worse.  It  will  diminish  ex-^ 
penditure  to  such  an  extent  as  to  destroys 
that  efficiency  which  those  who  are  re-^ 
sponsible  for  the  present  extravagance,, 
as  I  believe  it  to  be,  are  always  telling  us^ 
it  is  their  one  desire  to  maintain. 

*SiR  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) :  The  speech  which  we  have  just 
heard — a  memorable  speech  in  every 
sense  of  the  word — will  strike  the  House 
as  having  some  special  peculiarities  in 
it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Bristol  was  himself  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  during  eight  of 
those  years  to  which  he  has  so  wisely,  so- 
accurately,  and  so  well,  called  attention 
in  referring  to  the  financial  position  of 
the  coimtry  at  the  present  time.  My 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Had- 
dingtonshire made  a  very  apt  address  Uy 
the  House,  showing  the  financial  position 
of  the  country,  both  on  its  favourable 
side  and  on  its  depressing  side.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
has,  without  referring  to  the  unfavourable 
side,  very  much  deepened  the  colour  of 
the  picture  which  my  right  hon.  friend 
drew  of  the  unfavourable  side.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol,  although  in  his  closing  re- 
marks he  warned  the  House,  in  language 
by  no  means  too  strong,  as  to  what  tha 
possible  result— I  think  I  may  say  the 
certain  result — would  be,  if  this  policy 
which  has  been  pursued  during  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years  is  persisted  in,  did 
not  touch  the  real  point,  where  the  diffi- 
culty arises,  and  where  we  have  a  right 
to  complain  against  those  who  have  held 
office  during  that  period.  No  one,  of 
course,  complains  of  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who  has  dis- 
charged his  duties  in  a  manner  which  has 
commanded  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
House.  A  more  lucid,  clearer,  and,  I  think. 
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a  fairer  speech  has  seldom  been  made  by 
any  man  occupying  the  position. .  What  I 
w:;nt  to  bring  home  to  the  Committoe  and 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  and  his  colleagues  before 
he  left  office,  is  that  the  responsibility  for 
our  present  position  does  not  rest  with  the 
present    Chancellor    of   the    Exchequer. 
Lord  Beaconsfield  said  that  finance  was 
a  question  of  poHcy.    Though  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  be  the  careful  and  strict  guardian  of 
the  public  purse,  it  is  not  in  his  Depart- 
ment to  settle  the  general  policy  of  the 
(Tovemment.    During  the  last  few  years 
we  have  had  too  much  isolation  of  De- 
partmental as  distinguished  from  Cabinet 
control.    If  finance  be  a  question  of  policy, 
who  is  responsible  for  the  general  policy 
of  the  country  ?      The  Minister  who  is 
responsible  for  the   expenditure  of   the 
country  is  the  Prime  Minister.     I  am  not 
referring   to   the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
personally  ;  but  I  say  it  is  the  bounden 
duty    of   the   Prime    Minister,     who   is 
the  only  man    who    can    control,    and 
ought  to  control,    and  has  the    means 
of   controlling,    all  the  Departments  of 
State  —  he  is    the    man    specially    re- 
sponsible to  the  Crown,  to  the  country, 
and    this    House,    not    only    for    the 
finance    of    the     country,     not     only 
for  its  commercial  policy,  but  also  for 
its    foreign    relations — for    those    inter- 
national relations  which  tend  to  war  or 
peace.     He  is  responsible  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  every  Department  in  the  State. 
Now,  I  cannot  say  what  is  behind  the  veil 
of  the  present  Cabinet,  but  I  think  there 
is  an  impression — and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
an  unfounded  one — that  there  has  been, 
of  late  years,  a  laxity  of  financial  control, 
that  the  Departments  have  been  inde- 
pendent, that  they  have  spent  what  they 
liked.     I  am  only  saying  what  every- 
body in  official  life  knows  to  be  true. 
Let  me  recall  to    the  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol  the  speech 
that  he  made  a  little  more  than  twelve 
months  ago.     He  was  then   Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  In  that  speech  he  stated 
that  for  years  before  the  war,  during  the 
war,  and  after  peace  was  declared,  he  pro- 
tested against  the  growth  of  expenditure 
to  his  colleagues,   and  that  these  pro- 
tests  were   received   with    indifference; 
and    he    callei    attention — and    I     am  I 


now  quoting  his  actual  words — "  to  the 
absence  of  active,  firm,  and  con- 
tinuous support  of  the  Prime  Minister." 
I  followed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
that  debate,  and  1  said  that  no  more 
serious  charge  had  ever  been  brought 
by  a  Minister  against  his  colleagues.  I 
recognised  that  the  Cabinet  was  one 
and  indivisible,  and  of  cotirse  it  was 
personified  in  the  person  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  That  charge  has  never  been 
refuted ;  the  Prime  Minister  has  never 
noticed  it.  He  has  never  said  that  it 
was  a  mistaken  view,  nor  that  it  was 
an  incorrect  view. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  was  not 
Prime  Minister  then. 

*SiR  HENRY  jtFOWLER:  In  June, 
1903? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  never 
been  Prime  Minister  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

*SiR  HENRY  FOWLER :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon.  I  was 
assuming  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol  was  longer 
in  office  than  he  was.  I  do  not  wish 
to  make  this  a  matter  personal  at  all ; 
but  I  want  to  po'nt  out  that  the  Prime 
Minister,  as  such,  is  responsible  to  the 
House  and  the  country.  We  desire  to 
reduce  our  expenditure  and  so  to  reduce 
taxation ;  and  we  do  not  want  to  realise 
all  the  calamities  pointed  out  by  previous 
speakers  to-night.  We  have  got  to  reduce 
expenditure.  This  is  a  purely  peace 
Budget.  We  are  presumed  to  have  got 
rid  of,  to  have  wiped  ofE,  everything  of 
the  past  war,  and  yet  we  are  told — a 
new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  comes 
down  and  tells  us — that  in  peace,  aa 
essential  to  a  peace  Budget,  we  are  bound 
to  provide  this  enormous  sum  of  money 
—including  nearly  £70.000,000— for  the 
military  and  naval  expenditure  of  thia 
country — a  sum  which  has  never  been 
equalled  before  in  a  time  of  peace. 
Therefore  we  must  raise  this  heavy  taxa- 
tion. From  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Membei  for  West  Bristol  haa 
affirmed,  the  Is.  income-tax  is  likely  to 
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be  permanent,  with  additional  taxation 
•on  the  poorer  classes;  and  we  have  no 
prospect  held  out  of  a  reduction  as  years 
go  on.  And  this  will  go  on  until  the 
House  and  the  country  determines  that 
there  shall  be  a  reduction  in  expenditure. 
Do  not  let  us  be  met  with  the  usual 
:sneer,  viz.,  that  the  Opposition  are  in- 
different to  the  position,  and  power,  and 
honour  of  the  country.  My  right  hon. 
iriend  behind  me  spoke  very  strongly 
AS  to  what  he  felt  about  the  Navy.  I 
•do  not  think  there  is  a  man  on  this  side 
•of  the  House  who  would  not  uphold  the 
Kloctrine  that  we  must  have  all  the 
protection  which  the  strongest  Navy 
in  the  world  can  give  us.  Nobody  has 
•charged  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  with  being  a 
Little  Englander,or  that  he  is  indifferent  to 
"the  naval  supremacy  of  the  country.  But 
he  has  been  behind  the  scenes,  and  he  says 
be  believes  there  is  no  ground  for  the 
increase  of  naval  expenditure  which  we 
are  incurring  this  year.  Whatever  we 
may  feel  with  reference  to  the  Navy, 
there  is  no  difference  as  to  Army  ex- 
penditure. The  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Bristol  expressed  his  own  opinion, 
which  I  am  afraid  is  true,  that  there  is 
little  prospect  of  a  reduction  in  the  Army. 
We  are  at  liberty  to  say  two  things.  We 
Are  opposed  to  a  great  territorial  and 
expensive  Army  ;  we  beheve  that  we  are 
spending  a  great  deal  more  upon  our  Army 
than  there  is  any  necessity  to  spend,  and 
that  we  are  not  getting  our  money's  worth 
for  it. 

There  are  steady  increases  going  on  in 
-other  branches  of  our  expenditure,  and 
I  am  not  sure  that  those  increases  should 
be  regarded  as  necessary.  We  have  been 
told  to-night  that  the  next  seven  years 
are  by  no  means  to  be  cheeseparing 
times.  In  fact,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
^oes  on  an  ascending  scale  :  that  we 
will  have  our  taxation  increased  year 
after  year.  We  must  put  our  foot 
down  and  say,  "  Thus  far,  and  no 
farther."  Sir  Robert  Peel  said  that 
there  were  risks  which  must  be  under- 
taken. We  are  in  danger  of  a  grow- 
ing expenditure  in  all  Departments  of 
the  State.  The  regularly  increasing  ex- 
penditure has  become  epidemic.  It  is 
not  confined  to  the  military  or  naval 
Departments,  there  is  a  general  ten- 
-dency     to     extravagance     all      round. 

Sir  Henry  Fowler, 


That  is  the  great  lesson  we  learn  from 
this  Budget  to-night — ^the  first  peace 
Budget  we  have  had  propounded  to  us 
since  the  war.  The  details  cannot  be 
discussed  to-night.  It  is  not  fair  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  to  our 
constituents.  Nor  is  it  necessary.  But 
I  win  say  that  I,  for  one,  dissent  from 
the  views  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  from  those  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Bristol,  with  reference 
to  the  tea  duty.  I  agree  with  him  that 
this  is  a  tax  which  everybody  pays ;  that 
we  are  dealing  with  a  tax  on  a  commodity 
of  universal  consumption;  and  that, 
possibly,  there  is  as  little  wastage  in  t^e 
result  of  that  tax  as  in  any  other ;  but 
it  is  a  tax  that  presses  upon  the  poor. 
For  a  large  section  of  our  working  classes 
tea  b  essentially  an  article  of  food.  That 
tax  was  4d.  before  the  war ;  and  now 
the  proposal  to-night  b  that  in  a  peace 
Budget  it  should  be  8d.  What  other  tax 
has  been  increased  at  the  same  rate  ? 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  has  alluded 
to  the  tobacco  duty.  I  wish  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  restored  the 
position  as  it  was  before  the  >fember  of 
Bristol's  proposals  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  some  years  ago.  He  took 
6d.  in  the  lb.  off  the  duty  on  tobacco,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  war  he  only  put  4d. 
on.  I  said  at  the  time  that  I  thought 
he  should  have  replaced  the  whole  of  the 
6d. ;  and  even  then  it  would  not  have 
been  novel  or  unfair,  because  it  was  a 
tax  which  had  been  paid  ever  since  the 
time  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  except  when  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  increased  it,  and  that 
rate  had  produced  no  general  dissatisfac- 
tion. But  whether  it  be  a  tea  duty  or  a 
tobacco  duty,  I  agree  that  we  have  not  yet 
got  to  the  bottom  of  the  incidence  of  these 
indirect  taxes.  You  may  say  that  this 
man  pays  so  much  in  the  £1  and  that 
man  pays  so  much  in  the  £1 ;  but  you 
must  have  regard  to  the  purse  irom  which 
he  has  to  pay.     s  j    [^^^[^ {u, 

I  cannot  sit  down  without  congratu- 
lating the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
upon  his  courage  about  the  Sinking 
Fund.  I  think  that  it  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  favourable  feature  of  his  Budget. 
He  has  had  the  courage  to  resist, 
the  temptation,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
increase  of  taxation,  to  tamper  with  the 
Sinking  Fund.    We  have  heard  a  great 
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deal  about  the  price  of  Consols  and  the 
depreciation  of  securities.  I  believe  that 
one  of  the  causes,  and  by  no  means  the 
least  of  the  causes,  of  the  depression  in 
the  money  market  has  been  the  impres- 
sion that  even  the  fear  of  a  suspension 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  creates  in  the  mind 
of  the  capitalist  class,  and  I  strongly 
commend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  the  courage  he  has  displayed 
in  cbclining  to  tamper  with  the  Sinlang 
Fund.  I  will  ask  the  Prime  Minister  to 
make  perfectly  clear  his  intentions  re- 
garding the  discussion  on  the  Budget, 
because  it  is  evident  that  some  of  the 
Resolutions,  as  they  involve  new  taxa- 
tion, will  have  to  be  passed  to-night. 
Vote  A  has  been  passed  again  and  again 
on  the  understanding  that  upon  a  sub- 
sequent occasion  there  would  be  a  full 
debate  on  the  Budget  proposals  on  a 
subsequent  Vote.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  wiU  give  the  pledges  which 
he  gave  last  year  before  the  House  is 
asked  to  consent  to  the  Resolution. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  should  not  have 
risen  at  this  stage  of  the  debate  had  it 
not  been  for  the  appeal  made  to  me  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  think  I  can 
give  him  a  perfectly  satisfactory  reply, 
so  far  as  that  appeal  is  concerned.  My 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  ask  the  House  to  pass, 
before  it  separates  to-night,  the  tea  duty 
and  the  new  tobacco  duty.  That  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  renewal  purposes. 
But  the  fact  that  it  has  to  be  passed  to- 
night might,  unless  special  arrangements 
are  made,  unduly  hampers  the  debate 
on  the  finances  of  the  country.  The 
only  way  to  reconcile  the  liberties  of  the 
House  with  the  interests  of  the  Exchequer 
is  to  pass  by  consent  the  Resolutions  re- 
quired for  new  taxation,  and  then  to  take 
a  general  debate  on  one  of  the  other 
Rc^lutions.  I  think  the  convenient 
course  will  be  to  put  down  the  income- 
tax  Resolution  first  on  Thursday,  and  on 
that  Resolution  it  will  be  understood 
that  the  main  debate  on  this  stage  of  our 
proceedings  upon  the  proposals  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  shall  be  taken  by  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
an  elaborate  attack  upon  me  as  Prime 
Minister.  Perhaps  I  had  better  reserve 
anything  I  have  to  say  on  that  question 
until  Thursday  or  some  later  stage  of  this 


Bill.  He  must  not  take  me  as  agreeing: 
with  any  of  the  strictures  he  has  passed 
upon  the  (Government  and  its/elation  to- 
expenditure. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) :  I 
would  have  liked  to  reserve  until  the  general', 
debate  on  the  Budget  the  few  remarks  I 
have  to  make  on  the  subject,  but  I  will 
not  do  so  because  it  is  impossible  for 
me  or  my  colleagues  to  be  at  the  House 
on  Thursday.  Ireland  is  the  poorest 
portion  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it: 
is  proper  that  Ireland's  voice  should  be 
raised  in  the  clearest  manner  and  at  the- 
earliest  opportunity  possible  on  the 
question  of  the  imposition  of  additional 
taxation.  One  of  the  commonplaces  of 
these  debates  on  Budgets  in  past  years, 
has  been  the  complaint  which  was  once 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  that  it  was 
unfashionable  to  preach  economy  in^ 
connection  with  Budgets.  That  is 
not  the  case  with  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland,  because  they  are  forced 
upon  all  occasions  such  as  this  to  make 
the  gravest  complaint  against  the  rapid 
and  extraordinary  increase  in  taxation. 
It  was  not  possible  for  any  Member  of 
this  House  to  hear  the  concluding 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West; 
Bristol  without  serious  misgivings  as  to 
the  future.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
quoted  figures  which,  if  properly  appre- 
ciated, would  create  a  sensation  in  the- 
public  mind.  He  showed  that  in  the 
year  1881-2  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  was  a  little  over  £85,000,000, 
but  it  now  amounted  to  £150,000,000. 
These  figures  are  appalling.  How 
can  this  Budget,  in  the  face  of  such  a 
fact,  be  regarded  as  a  peace  Budget 
which  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton has  described  it  to  be  ?  More- 
over, no  hope  is  held  out  of  any 
serious  diminution  of  expenditure  in  the 
future.  The  right  hoD.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol,  whosa  opinion  in 
this  matter  I  prefer  to  that  of  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  took  that 
view,  and  even  believed  that  next  year 
it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce 
income-tax.  So  far  as  Irish  Members 
are  concerned,  they  are  absolutely 
helpless  in  the  matter  and  hopeless. 
They  cannot  look  to  the  future  with 
any  hope  or  confidence.    They  have  had  . 
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the  same  story,  year  after  year,  of  ever- 
increasing   burden    upon   Ireland.    Ob- 
viously,   the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member    for    West    Bristol    considered 
they^were  reaching  the  limits  of  taxa- 
tion/;* So  far  as  Ireland  is   concerned, 
this^limit   has  been    reached  long   ago. 
Thejpower  of  the  Irish   people  to  bear 
taxation  has  been  practically  exhausted. 
I    would   emphasise   the   extraordinary 
fact  that  the  linking  of   Ireland  with 
the    richest      nation      in     the     world 
has    proved     her     ruin.      No     matter 
how    poor   Ireland    might    be,    if    she 
were     on  her   own    resources  and  not 
linked  with  England,  this  extraordinary 
burden  would  not  be  plaoed  upon  her. 
England  might  be  able  to  afford  wars  in 
Somaliland,  South  Africa,  and  Tibet,  but 
Ireland  could  not.      Would    the    right 
hon.      Member      for       West      Bristol 
apply     the     principle    of     differential 
treatment  to  Ireland  as  he  wished  to 
apply  it  to  the  income-tax  payer  ?     The 
taxation  proposed  to  be  placed  upon  Ire- 
land by  this  Budget  would  amount  to  about  i 
j£400,()00  a  year,  or,  in  other  words,  Ireland  I 
would  be  called  upon  to  pay  one-tenth  < 
of  the  whole  of  this  new  taxation.     In  I 
the   year  1895,  the  Royal  Commission 
reported  that  Ireland  ought  not  to  pay 
more  than  one-twentieth.     That  was  a  i 
unaminous  decision,  but  it  was  not  ac-  j 
•cepted  by  everyone  as  correct.    A  good  | 
many  of  those   who  signed  the  Report 
thought  it  was  altogether  an  excessive  I 
estimate  of  what  Ireland  ought  to  pay. 
Since    then    Parliament    has    imposed  > 
millions  of  additional  taxation  upon  Ire-  j 
land,  and  now  this  year  the  Government  I 
come  forward  and  propose  new  taxation.  , 

Now,  as  to  the  new  taxation,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver-  \ 
hampton  has  told  us  that  it  will  hit  the  j 
poor.  But  it  will  not  hit  the  poor  in  this 
country  half  so  much  as  the  poor  in  Ireland. 
There  are  poor  and  poor,  and  I  say  there  is 
no  kind  of  poverty  in  this  country  so  deep 
and  so  wretched  as  the  poverty  which 
is  to  be  found  in  the  congested  districts 
in  Ireland.  In  these  districts  tea  is  an 
absolute  necessity  of  life.  I  remember  a 
couple  of  years  ago  quoting  in  this  House 
from  the  Report  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  specimens  of  ^the  budgets  of  the 
average  families  in  these  poor  districts. 
.Some  of  them  went  down  as  low  as  £8  a 

Mr,  John  Redmond. 


year,  but  as  a  specimen  of  the  best  class 
of  those  budgets  I  remember  representing 
those  of  a  well-to-do  family  whose 
income  was  a  Uttle  over  £20  a  year.  Well, 
of  that  £5  17s.  Od.  went  in  tea.  On  this 
point  let  me  read  a  couple  of  passages 
in  the  evidence  given  by  the  Bishop  of 
Raphoe  the  most  rev.  Dr.  O'Donnell,  who 
lives  in  the  midst  of  these  people,  and 
who  is  intimately  acquainted  with  their 
circumstances.  He  is  asked  this  ques- 
tion— 

"  Passii^  from  that  point  to  the  question  of 
the  food  otthe  fteople  in  the  congested  dUtriets 
has  your  Lordship  any  remark  to  make  ?— Tes 
The  food  of  the  people  in  the  congested  districts 
has  greatly  changeo,  as  the  fashion  of  people's 
clothes  has  changed,  or  the  material  out  of 
which  the  clothes  are  made.  It  has  changed 
and  become  more  expensive  and,  in  my  opinion, 
not  better.  More  white  bread  is  eaten  and  more 
tea  consumed,  but  no  more  meat,  less  meat. 
I  would  say  that  the  Irish  fiftrmer  with  a 
valuation  of  under  £10  a  year  is  a  vegetarian. 
On  Sunday  he  may  have  bacon,  but  those  who 
are  valued  under  £4  a  year,  and  they  are  the 
overwhelming  majority,  have  no  kind  of  meat 
except  two  or  ^ree  times  a  year.  In  Hhe  oon- 
gested  districts  the  food  is  vegetable  food." 

Then  he  is  asked  with  reference  to  the 
increase  of  the  consumption  of  tea  and 
he  answers — 

**  A  change  has  come  about  in  the  food  ot 
the  people  of  congested  districts.  Much  of  the 
substantial  portion  is  composed  of  potatoes 
when  they  have  a  supply.  When  the  potatoes 
fail  the  main  food  is  Indian  meal.** 

— that  is  the  yellow  meal  used  in  kennels, 
not  entirely  because  it  is  not  sufficiently 
good  food  for  the  dogs. 

"  Has  the  prejudice  to  the  Indian  meal  dis- 
appeared 7    To  a  large  extent.'* 

Now  will  the  House  listen  to  this — 

"  Sometimes  the  poor  people  have  milk  but 
often  they  have  not^  even  with  their  stirabout, 
and  the  nature  of  this  food  is  such  that  the 
want  of  milk  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
large  use  of  tea  in  the  poorer  parts  of  Ireland. 
When  a  man  has  hard  work  and  has  for  dinner 
onlv  stirabout^  a  little  tea  with  some  broMd  is 
really  a  necessity  of  life  to  enable  him  to  go 
back  to  his  task.*' 

Now  there  is  an  article  of  food,  an 
absolute  necessity  of  life  of  these  people, 
that  you  are  going  to  tax.  Ton  are 
going  to  put  on  Ireland  an  additional 
tax  of  about  £300,000  a  year  upon  tea, 
and  the  budget  of  every  one  ol  these  poor 
fumilies  will  be  so  much  the  worse  by 
the  fact  that  what  they  are  compelled  to 
pay  extra  upon  tea  will  leave  them  so 
much  less  to  spend  upon  bread.    It  is  a 
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•cruel  tax.  Its  preseure  upon  the  poor  is 
terrible,  and  it  is  much  more,  as  I  have 
said,  upon  those  in  Ireland  than  in 
England.  Let  me  say  one  word  about 
this  matter.  This  indirect  taxation  is  a 
more  serious  grievance  in  Ireland  than  in 
England.  I  have  been  for  years  preach- 
ing in  this  House  the  doctriuB  that  the 
•direct  and  indirect  taxation  ought  to  be 
brought  down  somewhere  near  a  level. 
You  have  done  it  in  this  country.  Tou 
are  never  tired  of  boasting  in  this  country 
that  you  have  brought  down  your  direct 
taxation  to  about  the  same  as  your 
indirect  taxation.  But  in  Ireland  you 
liave  never  made  an  effort  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  indirect  taxation  of  Ireland 
is  76  per  cent,  of  the  whole — I  think  75 
per  cent,  at  least.  And  therefore  when 
yon  put  taxation  of  this  kind  upon  the 
Irish  people  you  are  refusing  to  remedy 
the  incidence  of  taxation  upon  the 
poor. 

Now     I   hope    when  we    come     to 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Budget  Bill  it 
will  be  possible  for  my  colleagues  and 
myself  to  raise  the  broad  question  of  the 
over-taxation  of  Ireland,  and  to  do  so 
with  the  necessary  detail.    I    do    not 
propose  to  do  it  now,  I  have  only  risen 
at  this  moment  to  make  my  protest — I 
know  it  will  not  be  an  effectual  one — 
my    immediate    protest,    against    this 
additional    barthen    upon   Ireland    and 
especially  against  the  cruelty  of  seizing 
upon  this  article  of  tea,  above  all  others, 
which  will  strike  a  deadly  blow  at  the 
homesof  the  poorest  people  of  our  country. 
It    is  the    story     year    after    year.     I 
really  think  that    English  Members,    if 
they  would  dispassionately  consider  the 
matter,  ought  to  be  impressed  by  the  ex- 
treme patience  of  the  Irish  people  under 
the  burthens  that  have  been  laid  upon 
them,  and  of  the  extreme  patience  of  their 
representatives.      Tou    sometimes    are 
impatient  with  our  ebullitions  of  tem- 
per, when,    perhaps  goaded  out  of  that 
placid  temper  which  you  affect  in  this 
country,  we  give  rein  for  the  moment  to 
our  passion  or    our    ill-temper.       Tou 
are  amused  and  you  reprove  us,  but  if 
yon    remember    how,   generation    after 
generation,  we  and  our  grandfathers  and 
fathers  have  come  to  this  House  almost 
begging  of  you  to  save  our  poor  people 
from  unjust    burthens,  that  we    have 
come  here  and  gone  away  empty-handed 


and  have  had  to  go  back  to  our  people 
and  tell  them  that  you  might  as  well 
be  addressing  the  nether  miUstone  as 
the  average  Member  of  this  House,  who 
knows  nothing  of  Ireland,  who  has  never 
been  there,  and  cares  nothing  about 
Ireland,  who  will  not  take  the  trouble 
to  listen  to  Irish  wrongs,  who  will  not 
take  the  trouble  to  make  himself  in- 
formed upon  them — I  say  if  you  re- 
member these  things  I  think  you  ought 
in  fairness  to  be  astonished  at  the 
continued  patience,  at  the  persistence,  in  . 
the  face  of  defeat  and  disappointment, 
with  which  we  pursue  these  efforts  to 
get  justice  from  this  House.  For 
these  reasons  I  protest  in  the  name  of 
Ireland  against  this  Budget;  I  protest 
against  increasing  taxation  at  all,  and 
I  especially  protest  against  imposing 
a  further  burthen  upon  the  poorest  of 
our  people.  f 

Sib  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter)  said 
the  hon.Oeatlemanto  whomthe  House  had 
just  listened  was,  he  thought,  rather  for- 
getting the  liberality  of  England  in  the 
matter  of  the  Irish  Land  Act  of  last  year, 
and  he  thought  the  accusation  of  the 
absence  of  generosity  did  not  lie  very 
well  at  present, 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  they  denied 
altogether  the  generosity.  On  the  state- 
ment of  the  Chief  Secretary,  every  penny 
of  the  money  was  being  provided  out  of 
Irish  funds. 

Sib  EDGAR  VINCENT  said  the  very 
means  by  which  the  money  under  that 
Act  was  raised  were  very  largely,  if  not 
entirely,  the  result  of  the  contribution  of 
England .  The  present  financial  situation 
was  one  of  grave  difficulty,  almost  unpre- 
cedented in  the  finance  of  this  country. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  faced  the 
situation  with  courage;  his  only  com- 
plaint was  that  he  had  not,  perhaps,  gone 
far  enough.  The  Sinking  Fund  which  he 
had  so  wisely  maintained  he  should  have 
been  glad  to  see  increased,  because  the 
present  Sinking  Fund  was  largely  illusive. 
He  should  be  the  last  to  minimise  the 
responsibility  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
but  it  was  not  fair  to  attribute  our 
financial  duties  either  to  one  Party  or  to 
one  man.  The  financial  position  of  the 
country — responsibility  for  which  must 
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be  ahared  by  both  sides  of  the  House  and 
by  the  country  at  large — was  worse  than 
it  had  been  at  any  time  during  the  last 
fifty  years.  The  gravity  of  the  position 
had  not  been  adequately  realised.  There 
had  been  at  the  head  of  the  Administra- 
tion for  the  last  few  years  two  dis- 
tinguished statesmen,  both  of  whom  came 
from  that  part  of  the  country  from  which 
we  expected  the  severest  economy, 
namely,  Scotland,  and  he  could  not 
attribute  extravagance  to  them.  An 
extravagant  Scotchman  was  a  great 
rarity  and  the  succession  of  two  rather 
prodigal  Scotchmen  in  power  was  a  com- 
bmationa^jnst  which  the  gods  would  fight 
in  vain.  What  mortal  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  then,  could  hope  to  be 
successful  against  such  a  combination  ? 
What  was  the  result  to  which  this  con- 
junction had  brought  the  country  ?  He 
believed  the  financial  position  was  worse 
than  at  any  time  during  the  last  fifty 
years.  Expenditure  was  admittedly  out 
of  hand.  Annual  increase  succeeded 
annual  increase  with  the  regularity  of 
the  seasons,  and  no  one  appeared  to  have 
either  the  will  or  the  power  to  arrest  the 
dangerous  progress.  Taxation  was  at  an 
unprecedented  level  for  time  of  peace — a 
level  admittedly  dangerous  in  that  it 
trenched  upon  our  reserve  against  emer 
gency.  National  credit  was  lower  than 
at  any  period  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
and,  relatively  to  the  credit  of  foreign 
nations,  it  was  lower  than  at  any  period 
during  the  last  fifty  years.  A  certain 
laxity  and  confusion  in  the  control  over 
Estimates  exercised  by  this  House  was 
perhaps  a  partial  cause,  and  he  regretted 
that  the  old  simplicity  of  financial  state- 
ments of  which  we  had  been  proud 
appeared  to  be  gradually  disappearing. 
The  inclusion  of  expenditure  under  the 
Works  Bills  in  the  Budget  Statement  was 
a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Taking  expenditure  first  he  would  briefly 
state  the  facts  on  which  he  based  his 
opinions  on  the  points  he  had  mentioned. 
Since  1893  our  total  expenditure  had 
grown  from  £90,000,000  to  £140,000,000, 
an  increase  of  about  55  per  cent,  or 
more  than  £4,500,000  a  year.  Such  a 
rate  of  increase  of  expenditure  was  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, the  increase  of  trade,  or  the 
increase  of  national  production.  Accord- 
ing to  the  beet  stiatistical  authorities. 
Sir  Eihjar  Viticeht 


the  natural  increase  in  the  produce  of  ar 
tax,  assuming  no  change  wer?  made  in 
the  system  of  taxation,  amounted  to 
about  £2,500,000  a  year;  therefore  an 
increased  expenditure  of  £4,500,000  or 
£5,000,000,  meant  that  an  annual  increase 
of  £2,000,000  in  taxation  had  become 
necessary.  In  the  course  of  ten  years, 
extravagant  expenditure  had  been  equiva- 
lent to  an  increase  in  the  income-tax 
of  7^.  in  the  £,  and  if  the  present  rate 
were  continued,  a  further  increase  of  7|d.,. 
or  some  equivalent  increase  of  taxation, 
would  become  absolutely  necessary.  The 
only  alternative  was  an  increase  of 
borrowing — ^a  course  that  was  viewed 
with  abhorrence  by  every  sound  financial 
authority.  We  had  already  made  too 
large  an  appeal  to  credit.  Where  had 
the  £50,000,000  increase  of  expenditure 
gone  ?  £40,000,000  had  gone  t^  the  Army 
and  the  Navy.  That  increase  of  ex- 
penditure was  defended,  not  so  much  on 
the  ground  of  national  necessity  as  on 
the  plea  that,  compared  with  foreign 
nations,  we  were  bound  to  maintain  our 
relative  position.  It  was  therefore  ger- 
mane to  the  question  to  consider  what 
had  been  the  increase  in  the  military 
expenditure  of  foreign  nations.  Our 
military  expenditure  (including  Works 
Bills)  in  the  course  of  ten  years  had  in- 
creased by  no  less  than  120  per  cent., 
whereas  the  increase  in  the  case  of  Ger- 
many was  only  30  per  cent.,  of  France 
25  per  cent.,  of  Austria  even  less,  and 
of  Russia  only  6  per  cent.  Last  year 
the  military  expenditure  of  the  Empire, 
including  India,  was  £90,000,000,  whereas 
in  Germany  it  was  £43,000,000,  in  France 
£45,000,000.  and  in  Russia  £47,000,000. 
Our  military  expenditure  had  more  than 
doubled  in  ten  years,  and  in  the  case  of 
no  other  country  had  it  increased  in 
greater  ratio  than  30  per  cent.  It  might 
be  said  that  the  large  cost  of  our  military 
establishment  was  due  to  the  system  of 
voluntary  enlistment,  but  he  had  shown 
on  previous  occasions  that  the  cost  of 
the  piy  in  the  Army  and  the  Navy  re- 
presented only  a  fraction  of  the  total, 
and  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  expendi- 
ture  was  attributable  to  material,  equip- 
ment, nourishment,  and  other  essentials ; 
BO  that  the  excess  of  our  military  ex- 
penditure over  that  of  foreign  nations 
could  be  attributed  only  in  very  small 
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degree  to  the  system  of  voluntary  enlist-  j  present  system  of  Estimites  at  as  early 
ment  as  opposed  to  conscription.  a  date  as  possible. 


As  to  taxation,  of  the  £33,000,000  of  new 
taxation  imposed  for  the  war,  £27,000,000 
were  now  necessary  for  peace  expendi- 
ture. He  contended,  however,  that  even 
with  this  large  increase  in  the  burdens  of 
the  country,  we  were  not  properly  meet- 
ing our  obligations.'  From  all  the  esti- 
mates of  expenditure  as  against  revenue, 
the  expenmture  on  borrowed  capital, 
on  Works  Bills,  was  excluded.  On'the 
one  side  was  the  Sinking  Fund 
of  £6,000,000  or  £6,500,000,  and  on 
the  other  side  was  he  would  nut 
say  secret  borrowing,  but  ''footnote" 
borrowing  to  the  extent  of  more  than 
£6,500,000.  Last  year  it  amounted  to 
£7,000,000,  and  this  year  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  feared  it  would  amount 
to  £10,000,000.  Instead  of  paying  off 
the  borrowings  made  on  account  of  the 
South  African  War,  we  were  adding 
£3,000,000  to  them.  This  constant  re- 
course to  the  money  market  necessarily 
had  a  decided  effect  on  our  credit.  He 
submitted  that  the  financial  position  of 
the  country  required  the  most  careful 
consideration.  After  allowing  for  the 
reduction  of  interest  on  the  Debt  from  3 
per  cent,  to  2^  per  cent.,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  course  of  our  credit  during 
the  last  five  years  had  been  distinctly 
less  favourable  than  that  of  the  credit  of 
the  great  Empires  of  the  Continent. 
Everyone  must  recognise  that  this  com- 
parative decline  of  our  borrowing  power 
would  be  a  distinct  disadvantage  in  any 
grave  emergency.  In  the  fourth  place 
there  was  a  tendency  not  to  revise  the 
estimates  of  expenditure  presented  to 
the  House  as  fufly  or  with  as  complete 
knowledge  as  was  desirable.  A  Select 
Committee  which  sat  last  year  made 
certain  proposals  under  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  have  been  able  to  call  wit- 
nesses before  them  to  go  into  the  details 
of  all  items  of  expenditure.  He  believed 
that  some  measure  of  that  kind  was 
urgently  necessary,  and  he  regretted  that 
the  right  hon.  (jentleman  the  Prime 
Minister  had  not  seen  fit  to  accept  the 

Sroposals  which  were   made    by    that 
elect  C<»nmittee.    He  trusted,  however, 
that  he  would  be  able  to  carry  out  that 
which  they  all  desired,  namely,  to  give 
the  House  an  opportunity  to  dbcuss  the 
VOL.  CXXXIIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


There  was  a  further  point  to  which  it 
appeared  to  him  necessary  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Committee.  This  coun- 
try was  becoming  more  and  more  de- 
pendent upon  foreign  funds  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  financial  position, 
and  it  was  within  the  knowledge  of 
everybody  acquainted  with  financial 
affairs  in  the  City  that  at  the  present 
moment  foreign  investments  in  British 
stocks  were  larger  than  they  had 
ever  been  before.  Although  he  would 
be  the  last  person  to  quarrel  with  those 
foreign  bankere  who  provided  them  with 
the  money  which  they  stood  so  much  in 
need  of , there  could  be  no  question  that  the 
position  was  somewhat  less  satisfactory 
than  when  this  country  was  self-con- 
tained and  self-supporting.  They  had 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  desirability 
of  this  Empire  being  self-supporting  as 
regarded  food.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
the  argument  in  favour  of  this  country 
being  self-supporting  in  regard  to  money 
and  credit  was  still  more  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. 

The  conclusion  he  had  arrived  at 
regarding  all  these  points  was  that  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  assert 
the  paramount  claims  of  the  financial 
situation  to  the  earnest  consideration  of 
His  Majesty's  Qovernment.  Their 
finances  were  out  of  order  and  they  must 
be  put  right.  That  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  most  vital  business  before  the 
Government  and  the  country.  In  the 
second  place  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  discard  all  those  dodges 
of  account  which  seemed  to  obscure  the 
true  situation,  and  which  prevented  the 
House  and  the  country  from  understand- 
ing the  real  necessity  and  reality  of  the 
case.  In  the  third  place  he  ventured  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  realise  that  no  system 
of  taxation,  however  scientific,  could 
put  £100,000  or  £1,000,000  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Treasury  without  taking  it 
from  the  reproductive  forces  of  the 
country.  The  more  the  Government 
spent  on  the  Army  and  Navy  the  less 
the  country  had  to  spend  on  other  things, 
and  he  trusted  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  not  be  misled  by  the 
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idea  that  scientific  taxation  could  pro- 
duce money  from  the  clouds.  This  kind 
of  taxation  might  obscure  the  incidence 
but  it  could  not  diminish  the  burden.  In 
his  opinion  the  only  remedy  for  this 
position  of  things  was  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  which  rendered  .  such 
heavy  taxation  necessary.  He  trusted 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  understand  that  what  was  urgently 
required  was  to  reduce  the  expenditure 
in  order  to  diminish  the  burden  which 
now  rested  upon  the  trade  of  the  country, 
and  which  in  his  judgment  gravely  pre- 
judiced their  position  in  case  of  war.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  grapple 
with  the  problem  bravely  and  courage- 
ously, as  he  had  no  douJot  he  would,  he 
was  convinced  that  he  would  obtain 
from  private  Members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  a  support  far  in  excess  of 
anything  which  he  might  anticipate. 

♦Mb.  ASHTON  (Bedfordshire,  Luton) 
said  that  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  appeared  to  recognise  that  the 
finances  of  the  country  were  really  in  a 
critical  condition  at  the  present  moment, 
but,  nevertheless,  he  could  not  accept 
everything  that  had  fallen  from  the  lips 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  had  spoken  of  the  largely  in- 
creased expenditure  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  And  he  said  that  both  sides 
of  the  House  were  equally  to  blame  in 
that  respect.  Speaking  for  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House  he  could  not  accept  that 
position,  at  any  rate  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  had  told  them 
that,  during  those  twenty  years,  in  the  first 
seven  years  of  that  period  the  expendi- 
ture had  only  grown  by  £500,000  a  year, 
but  for  the  next  seven  years  it  grew  at 
the  rate  of  about  £2,600,000  a  year; 
and  for  the  last  nine  years  it  grew  by 
£4,250,000  a  year.  He  could  not  forget 
that  during  ttie  greater  part  of  that  time 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  been  responsible  for  the 
finances  of  the  country,  and  for  the  first 
seven  years  during  which  the  expenditure 
of  the  country  was  only  raised  by 
it^ijp.OOO  a  year  they  had  at  the  head  of  the 
fin^ncep  oi  this  country  a  right  hon.  Gentle- 
ixup  wlio  sat  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Hyuse^  to  Whom  was  due  more  tlian  to  any 
other  man  the  fact  that  during  the  last 
Sir  Edgar  Vincent 


half  century  the  expenditure  of  this 
country  had  been  kept  down — he  alluded 
to  Mr.  Gladstone.  It  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  in  office  that 
the  expenditure  only  rose  by  £500,000  a 
year,  and  it  was  because  he  was  absent 
from  the  Government  after  that  time  that 
the  expenditure  had  risen.  He  thought 
they  were  now  in  want  o{  another  man 
like  Mr.  Gladstone  who  would  put  his  foot 
down  and  check  expenditure..  The  right 
hon.,  Crentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol  did  his  best,  but  after  a  time  he 
was  overpowered  by  his  extravagant 
colleagues,  and    he  had    to  resign  his 

position. 

I 

He  wished  to  say  a  few  words  about 
the  deficit  of  the  past  year,  but  before 
doing  so  he  wished  to  congratulate 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon 

;  one  point  in  his  speech,  and  that  was 
the  way  in  which  he  accounted  to  them 
for  what  they  all  deplored,  namely,  the 
decrease  in  the  general  trade  of  the 
country  which  had  so  much  afEeoted 
the  revenue.  He  was  glad  to  notice 
that  he  did  not  account  for  that  falling 
o£E  in  the  trade  by  what  he  would  call 
Birmingham  reasons.  He  told  them 
straight  that  the  falling  o£E  in  their 
trade  was  in  the  first  place  mainly  due 
to  the  war ;  and,  secondly,  to  the  usual 
rise  and  fall  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  which  took  place  time  after 
time.  He  congratulated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  upon  the  fact  that  throughout 
his  speech   there  was  no  sign  whatever 

'  of  the  doctrines  of  tariff  reformers.  There 
was  one  point,  however,  in  which  he 
approached  very  near  to  those  doctrines, 
and  that  was 'in  regard  to  the  tobacco 
tax.     He  did  not  pretend  to  understapd 

\  much  about  the  complicated  details  of 
that  tax,  but  ic  appeared  to  him  that 

'  he  proposed  to  put  Is.  extra  on  foreign 

;  cigarettes  without  putting  an  excise  duty 
on  home  cigarettes.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  deficit,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  gave  them  some  very 
encouraging  figures  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Sinking  Fund  had  worked 
in  spite  of  the  deficit  with  which  he  had  to 
deal.  That  deficit  amounted  to  £5,500,000. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  was 
able  to  show  them  that  by  means  of  the 

!  Sinking  Fund  the  Debt  had  been  reduced 
by  £8,000,000.  Even  then,  with  the 
£3,000,000  that  came  out  of  the  Transvaal 
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Loan  there  was  still  to  go  towards  the 
Sinking  Fund  £5,000,000.  He  congratu- 
lated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon  that 
fact.  But  it  was  all  very  well  to  talk 
of  having  reduced  the  Debt,  but  what 
had  been  done  to  meet  the  deficit  t  He 
had  met  it  only  so  far  as  £1,000,000  was 
concerned  by  making  use  of  the  unclaimed 
dividends  on  the  National  Debt.  So  far 
as  the  other  £4,500,000  was  concerned  it 
was  being  met  by  the  creation  of  fresh 
debt.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
taken  £3,000,000  which  had  already  been 
raised  and  which  ought  to  have  gone  to 
reduce  the  Debt,  to  reduce  his  deficit, 
and  he  had  also  taken  £1,500,000  out  of 
the  balances.  They  heard  a  great  deal 
last  year  about  the  wonderf^  Sinking 
Fund  that  was  going  to  be  established, 
and  a  beautiful  picture  was  drawn  of 
how  it  was  going  to  reduce  the  National 
Debt  by  £9,000,000  a  year,  and  they 
were  told  that  at  the  -end  of  fifty  years 
they  would  entirely  extinguish  the  debt. 
It  was  rather  a  come-down  to  be  told 
now  that  really  about  £500,000  was  going 
this  year  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  That  was  a 
lamentable  result  during  a  year  [of  peace. 
The  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  made  some  very  serious  n^calcula- 
tions  in  his  Budget  estimates  last  year. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairmaa  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again 
this  evening. 


EVENIXG  SITTING. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

CUSTOMS-TEA. 
1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, *•  That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of 
Customs  now  payable  on  Tea,  there  shall 
be  charged  on  and  after  the  twentieth 
day  of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and  four, 
until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen 
hundred  and  five,  the  following  duty 
(that  is  to  say) : — 

**  Tea,  the  pound  .  .  .  Eightpence."— 
(Mr,  Ckancdlor  of  the  Exchequer.) 


*Mb.  ASHTON  said  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  sanguine  in  budgeting  . 
only  for  a  surplus  of  £750,000.  They 
had  had  during  the  past  few  years  much 
experience  of  Supplementary  Estimates, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ought  now  not  only  to  budget  for  a  few 
hundred  thousand  pounds  above  his 
estimates  for  the  year,  but  ought  to 
make  some  allowance  for  Supplementary 
Estimates  which  were  sure  to  come 
during  the  course  of  the  year.  He 
might  have  made  good  the  deficit  by 
reducing  the  expenditure  or  adding 
to  the  taxation  of  the  country.  He 
(Mr.  Ashton)  believed  that  the  time 
was  coming  when  in  the  interests  of 
national  finance  they  would  have  to 
make  a  reduction  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  country.  He  was  glad  to  find  there 
were  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who 
were  of  the  same  opinion.  The  taxation 
of  the  country  was  rapidly  approaching 
the  point  where  elasticity  would  dis- 
appear and  they  would  be  face  to  face 
with  an  absolute  necessity  of  reducing 
the  expenditure  or  as  an  alternative  of 
laying  on  taxation  which  would  press 
very  severely  on  the  springs  of  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  during  the  course  of  the 
present  Government  they  would  see  any 
material  reduction  ia  expenditure  if  they 
were  to  judge  from  the  enormous  increase 
during  the  time  they  had  been  in  power. 
Figures  had  b^en  given  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  but  those  for  the  past  niue 
years  were  sufficient  for  his  case.  During 
the  time  the  Party  opposite  had  been 
ia  power  the  expenditure  of  the  country 
haa  been  raised  by  fully  30  per  cent. 
That  was  a  very  serious  increase,  and  he 
saw  no  signs  from  the  present  estimates 
of  its  being  checked. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  believed  there 
was  large  scope  for  reduction  in  at 
any  rate  two  directions,  viz ,  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  Army  and  the 
Navy.  That  could  be  done  without 
effecting  the  efficiency  of  the  forces. 
From  the  answers  given  to  Questions  in 
the  House  lately,  it  appeared  that  our 
expenditure  on  the  Navy  was  £39,000,000, 
whereas  that  of  France,  Russia,  and 
Germany  combined  was  only  £36,000,000, 
During  the  last  nine  years  the  tonnage 
of  English  ships  had  increased  by 
9,331,000   tons,   while  those  of  France, 
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Russia,  and  Germany  combined  had  only 
been  8,475,000  tons.  Rougbly  speaking, 
the  tonnage  of  the  three  Powers  he  had 
named  was  10  per  cent,  less  than  our 
own.  In  spite  of  that,  they  were  told 
by  the  Admiralty  authorities  that  they 
only  estimated  their  strength  against 
that  of  two  other  Powers.  They  iJl  de- 
sired to  have  a  strong  Navy  which  was 
capable  of  dealing  with  any  two  other 
Powers,  but  he  suggested  that  they  were 
relying  too  much  on  the  opinions  of 
naval  experts.  Experts  opimons  were 
excellent  in  their  way,  but  they  ought  to 
be  kept  in  check  by  those  who  were  in 
control  of  ajSairs — the  Government  and 
especially  the  Prime  Minister.  Of  late 
years  the  Government  had  been  giving 
their  head  too  much  to  experts  with- 
out exercising  a  reasonable  control  over 
expenditure.  If  the  experts  were  told 
that  we  required  a  fleet  superior  to  others 
it  was  natural  that  they,  having  no  re- 
sponsibility for  the  Estimates,  should 
take  care  that  their  calculations  were  on 
the  right  side.  It  was  for  the  Govern- 
ment, and  especially  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  was  the  head  of  the  Defence  Com- 
mittee, to  see  that  the  Estimates  were  rea- 
sonable and  sufficient  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  country  without  permitting  extrava- 
gant expenditure.  If  that  was  the  case 
with  the  Navy,  what  of  the  Army  ?  The 
figures  for  the  past  ten  years  showed 
that  the  Army  expenditure  had  increased 
from  £18,000,000  to  ^£3^500,000,  while 
the  increase  on  the  Navy  had  been  about 
the  same.  In  the  case  of  the  Army 
they  were  all  agreed  that  they  had  not 
epoughtoshow  for  that  enormous  increase. 
Certainly,  so  far  as  the  Boer  War 
was  concerned,  it  did  not  show  that  the 
largely  increased  expenditure  was  met 
by  a  proportionate  increase  in  efficiency. 
This  was  not  a  time  when  we  need  pur- 
sue a  course  of  extravagance.  At  this 
moment  we  were  on  better  terms  with 
the  great  sister  nation  of  America,  and  we 
were  thankful  to  find  ourselves  on  the 
threshold  of  a  better  understanding  with 
France.  He  congratulated  the  Govern- 
ment most  heartily  on  the  French  Treaty, 
although  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  French  might  have  got  a  little  the 
beet  of  it,  at  any  rate  in  respect  to 
Morocco.  Personally  he  did  not  mind 
that,  because  he  believed  that  the  in- 
crease of  friendly  relations  with  that 
Mr,  Ashton, 


country  would  pay  us  over  and  over 
again  for  any  concession  which  might  be 
rather  extravagant.  He  admitted  that 
the  extravagant  Estimates  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  might  be  necessary  if  certain 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  in  that 
House  had  their  way, for  if  those  promoting 
so-called  tariff  reform  got  their  way  the 
country  would  find  itself  waging  financial 
wars  with  various  countries.  But  so  long 
as  they  remained  a  free-trade  county — 
and  he  was  happy  to  say  he  did  not  see 
any  prospect  of  change — and  so  long  as 
tliey  remained  on  good  terms  with  the 
trading  nations  of  the  world  he  did  not 
think  they  needed  to  pursue  the  extra- 
vagant course  of  expenditure  on  the 
Army  and  Navy  they  were  now 
following. 

Coming  to  the  new  taxation  proposed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  impose 
an  additional  tax  on  tea.  He  sincerely 
regretted  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  not  seen  his  way  to 
finance  the  country  without  an  addition 
to  that  tax.  It  was  already  6d.  per 
pound,  and  a  serious  tax  on  what  was 
becoming  more  and  more  a  necessity  of 
consumpMon  for  the  working  classes. 
When  they  got  a  duty  of  8d.  per  pound 
they  practically  made  the  duty  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  tea  itself.  Such  a  large 
increase  on  an  article  of  consumption 
was  a  serious  thing  indeed  for  the  poorer 
inhabitants  of  the  country.  They  had 
heard  that  sifternoon  the  very  eloquent 
and  touching  speech  of  the  Jjcader  of  the 
Irish  Party  as  to  the  effect  it  would 
have  on  the  poorer  classes  in  Ireland 
who  were  large  consumers  of  tea.  So 
were  the  poorer  classes  in  England.  The 
tax  would  not  conduce  to  temperance. 
Further,  it  was  hard  upon  the  poor 
Indian.  It  was  the  fashion  to  take  very 
little  notice  of  India  in  discussing  tariff 
reform.  India  was  a  part  of  the  Empire, 
and  it  was  a  little  hard  that  a  tax  of 
this  sort,  which  would  press  hardly  on 
the  people  of  that  country,  should  be 
proposed.  He  objected  to  the  tax  most 
strongly  because  it  was  not  the  time  to 
put  further  indirect  taxation  on  the 
country.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  it  was  only  fair  that,  as  Id. 
had  been  added  to  the  income-tax,  the 
indirect  taxpayer  should  bear  part  of  the 
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burden  on  the  ground  that  the  income- 
tax  had  been  put  up  during  the  war. 
But  a  large  amount  of  indirect  taxation 
was  also  imposed  during  the  war.  For 
the  purposes  of  the  war  £17,500,000  of 
direct  taxation  was  imposed,  representing 
7d.  in  the  £  on  the  income-tax,  and 
jE15,000,000  of  indirect  taxation  was 
imposed.  Last  year  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  thought  he  could  remit 
some  of  the  taxation,  and  he  took 
JB10,000,000  off  direct  taxation,  but  only 
J&2,500,000  off  indirect  taxation,  so  that, 
instead  of  the  indirect  taxpayer  owing 
anything  to  the  Exchequer  at  this 
moment,  it  was  the  direct  taxpayer 
who  was  in  its  debt.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  now  proposed  to  put 
£2,000,000  for  this  year  on  direct  taxa- 
tion and  £2,500,000  on  indirect  taxation. 
If  the  incidence  was  unequal  before  its 
inequality  was  now  to  be  increased,  and 
therefore  he  protested  against  the  con- 
sumers, who  were  largely  poor  people, 
being  made  to  bear  taxation  whilst  those 
who  benefited  thereby  were  the  income- 
tax  payers.  They  had  been  told  for 
many  years  past  that  the  income-tax 
ought  to  be  held  in  reserve  for  emergen- 
cies. Unfortunately  the  elasticity  in  the 
taxation  in  this  country  had  practically 
oome  to  an  end,  and  if  we  were  to  main- 
tain our  direct  and  indirect  taxation  at 
something  like  half  and  half  he  was 
afraid  there  was  very  little  prospect 
indeed  that  the  income-tax  could  be 
largely  reduced  in  the  future.  We  had 
come  to  the  end  of  our  resources,  at  any 
rate  in  direct  taxation,  and,  if  we  were 
to  broaden  the  burden  of  taxation,  it 
ought  to  be  broadened  equally  on  direct 
and  indirect  taxation. 

He  was  very  glad  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  did  not  propose  to  broaden 
the  basis  of  taxation,  because  he  had 
observed  when  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
talked  of  broadening  the  basis  of  taxa- 
tion they  always  meant  the  putting 
of  further  burdens  upon  the  poor  by 
indirect  taxation.  We  were,  as  he 
had  said,  coming  to  the  end  o!  the 
elasticity  of  taxation,  and  the  only  way 
we  could  raise  our  direct  taxation  was 
by  the  income-tax.  We  had  got  to  get 
aocostomed  to  a  shilling  income-tax  as 
a  regular  source  of  revenue,  and  we 
should  have  to  find  other  resources  for 
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cases  of  emergencies.  In  the  great  French 
wars  at  the  beginning  of  last  century 
the  income-tax  was  as  much  as  2s.  in 
the  ;C,  and,  if  we  had  emergencies  again, 
this  was  the  sort  of  thing  we  should  have 
to  accustom  ourselves  to.  If  we  had 
emergencies,  we  should  have  to  levy 
taxes  not  only  on  poor  people,  but  in  the 
form  of  taxation  which  would  bear  hardly 
on  the  springs  of  industry,  and  the  only 
recompense  for  that  was  that  possibly 
people  would  realise  what  it  meant  for 
(Jovemments  to  get  into  trouble  1  and 
that  these  emergencies  would  perhaps 
be  less  likely  to  occur.  So  far,  the 
(Government  in  its  extravagant  course  of 
five  years  had  been  saved  by  the  death 
duties ;  these  had  been  the  salvation  of 
the  Government,  but,  unfortunately,  we 
had  come  to  the  end  of  that,  and  he 
ventured  to  suggest  that  in  place  of  the 
tea  tax,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  have  found  other  sources  of  in- 
come which  would  have  fallen  upon  the 
direct  taxpayer.  He  ventured  to  suggest 
that  he  might  have  dealt  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  licence  duties  on  public- 
houses.  It  was  possible  the  Prime 
Minister  might  apply  that  on  the 
morrow,  but  it  was  a  means  by  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  experts,  by  altermg 
those  duties,  from  £l,000,000to£l  ,500,000 
might  very  easily  be  raised  without 
doing  any  injustice  or  putting  any  un- 
due burden  upon  anybody.  At  present 
those  duties  were  levied  in  a  most 
unfair  manner,  bearing  very  heavily  in- 
deed on  the  owner  of  small  public-houses 
and  very  lightly  indeed  upon  the  owners 
of  large  public-houses.  This  was  quite 
a  different  question  from  the  beer  duty  1 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
told  them,  as  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol  told  them  before,  that  we  had 
taxed  beer  to  its  utmost  capacity  and 
that  if  we  taxed  it  any  more  it  would  be 
taken  out  in  watering  the  beer.  He 
dared  say  this  was  the  case,  but  the  tax 
on  beer  was  levied  on  the  customer, 
and,  to  a  certain  limited  extent,  on  the 
brewer  also.  This  tax  upon  licences  of 
public-houses  was  a  tax  paid  not  by  the 
brewer  or  the  consumer,  unless  the 
brewer  happened  to  be  an  owner,  but 
by  the  owner.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  any  great  hardship  to  extract 
from    the    owner  of    the    public-house 
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some  considerable  sum  for  the  privi- 
lege of  having  a  licence.  He  suggested 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  in  this  way,  instead  of  putting  2d. 
further  on  tea,  have  got  almost  as  much 
money,  if  not  quite,  without  bearing 
hardly  on  the  consumer.  He  might  also 
have  dealt  with  the  house  duty  *  The  house 
duty  was  levied  only  on  houses  of  £20  and 
V  pwards.  The  hon.  Member  thought  there 
was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  lowering 
the  value  of  the  house  subject  to  duty 
to  £10,  by  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might  have  got  a  good  deal 
of  money.  It  was  extremely  desirable, 
if  possible,  to  bring  home  to  the  working 
iioan  as  well  as  to  the  wealthier  classes 
the  amount  of  taxes  placed  upon  the 
country,  and  he  thought  in  this  way  they 
might  do  so  as  they  could  not  do  by 
taxing  food. 

He  would  impress  upon  the  Oovern- 
ment  the  very  serious  character  of 
the  burden  which  was  now  laid  upon 
the  community  by  the  vast  expenditure 
and  taxation.  The  position  had  become 
acute,  largely  in  consequence,  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  told 
them,  of  the  trade  of  the  coimtry  at 
present  being  in  a  somewhat  depressed 
condition.  The  trade  within  the  bounds 
of  the  kingdom  was  undoubtedly  poor ; 
the  people  were  pressed  by  heavy  tax- 
ation and  rates,  and  also  by  the  very 
considerable  taxation  on  food  that  had 
had  to  be  imposed.  These  were  things  that 
were  bound  to  tell  upon  the  prosperity 
of  the  people;  it  was  a  very  serious 
question,  and  called  for  earnest  con- 
sideration, and  it  was  largely  on  this 
ground  that  he  suggested  that  the  only 
method  by  which  we  could  put  matters 
on  a  better  footing  was  by  reducing 
taxation. 

*SiR  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
QREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.):  wished  to 
associate  himself  with  the  compliments 
deservedly  paid  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  had  presented  his  first  Budget 
to  the  House  upon  the  very  lucid  financial 
statement  he  had  made.  But  he  could 
not  conceal  from  himself  or  the  House 
the  great  disappointment  he  felt  at  the 
increased  duty  he  proposed  to  put  upon 
tea.  It  was,  he  thought,  about  two 
years  ago  that  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member   for   Central  Hull  and  himself 
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protested  against  the  maintenance  of 
the  duty  upon  tea  at  6d.  per  pound. 
In  1901,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol,  who  was  then 
Chancellor  for  the  Exchequer,  said  that 
tea  was  already  taxed  up  to  76  per  cent, 
of  its  value,  that  it  was  produced  now 
mainly  by  our  fellow-subjects  in  [India 
and  Ceylon,  that  it  was,  owing  largely 
to  over-production,  in  a  by  no  meana 
satisfactory  condition,  and  that,  therefore* 
he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  increase 
the  duty  on  tea.  Hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who  shared  his  opinion 
that  6d.  was  too  high,  did  not  go  into  the 
lobby  then  against  the  Government  on 
the  distinct  assumption|that  the  very  first 
opportunity  possible  would  be  taken  to 
reduce  that  duty.  They  were  told  that 
the  increase  of  the  tea  duty  from  4d.  to 
6d.  was  mainly  due  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  war,  and,  believing  as  they  did  in  the 
necessity  of  the  war,  and  the  necessity  of 
raising  a  larger  revenue  that  year,  they 
denied  themselves  the  opportunity  of 
protesting  as  strongly  as  they  might  have 

I  done  against  the  maintenance  of  the 
increased  duty  on  tea  on  that  occasion. 
And  now  in  this  year  of  peace  and  in 
an  essentially  peace  Budget  they  were 
told  that  the  duty  on   tea  would  have 

j  to  be  increased  by  a   further  twopence 

I  per  pound. 

He  considered  this  question  from 
two  points  of  view— one,  that  of  the 
consumer  here,  and  the  other  that  of 
the  producer  in  India  and  the  Colonies. 
In  regard  to  the  consumer,  he  spoke  on 
behalf  of  a  very  large  working- 
class  population  whom  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent.  He  believed  it 
was  a  very  unjustifiable  tax.  It  struck 
mainly  at  a  staple  article  of  food  of 
the  working  classes,  and  he  was  perfectly 
sure  that  the  effect  of  this  increased 
I  duty  on  tea  would  be,  to  a  very  large 
extent,  to  increase  the  burden  on  those 
classes.  Another  point  of  view  was  that 
there  were  £30,000,000  of  British  capital 
embarked  in  the  tea  industry,  and  70  per 
cent,  of  the  companies  paid  no  dividend. 
From  that  point  of  view  also  the 
determination  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  impose  a  further  duty  on 
I  tea  was,  to  his  mind,  an  unwise  one.  He 
j  trusted  that  the  time  was  far  distant 
when  the  interests  of  India  would  prove 
a  negligible  quantity  in  the  deliberations 
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of  thib  House.  India,  as  he  had  stated 
over  and  over  again,  had  very  few  pro- 
ductive industries  left*  She  was  really 
sufEering  from  the  want  of  industries. 
He  believed  that  the  great  cause  of  almost 
all  the  evils  which  India  was  afflicted 
with,  and  all  the  apprehensions  which 
were  felt  consequently  from  time  to  time 
as  to  the  loyalty  of  her  people,  were  due 
to  her  poverty,  and  anything  that  struck 
a  further  blow  at  her  productive  in- 
dustries ought  to  be  regarded  with 
great  concern  by  this  House.  Besides  the 
planter,  who  was  generally  a  British 
settler,  there  were  engaged  in  the  produc- 
tion of  tea  a  large  number  of  the 
labouring  population  of  India-  He 
was  afraid  that  the  imposition  of 
a  larger  duty  upon  tea  would  have  a 
very  distressing  effect  upon  their  future. 
He  was  surprised  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  tea  this  year  could  bear 
an  additional  duty  better  than  any  other 
article  of  &)od.  Considering  the  present 
fiscal  situation  and  programme  for  the 
future  which  had  been  so  much  talked 
of  recently  throughout  the  country,  he 
thought  one  of  the  first  things  that  would 
be  borne  in  mind  by  British  statesmen 
was  that  no  blow  should  be  struck  at 
any  large  industry  in  our  dependencies 
and  colonies  which  might  greatly  modify 
its  future  prospects. 

He  was  prepared  to  admit  that  it 
mi^t  fairly  be  asked  how  the  neces- 
sary revenue  was  to  be  raised  to 
meet  the  deficit  if  this  increase  upon 
the  tea  duty- was  not  adopted.  He 
had  always  believed  that  those  who 
complaint  of  an  evil  would  do  well  to 
suggest  a  cure,  and  he  was  prepared  with 
an  answer  to  this  query.  He  thought  that 
one  way  of  raising  the  necessary  revenue 
either  in  this  or  in  future  years  would  be 
to  adopt  the  economic  policy  which  had 
been  successfulin  India,and  that  was, after 
every  source  of  legitimate  and  tolerable 
taxation  had  been  exhausted,  to  have  re- 
course to  the  imposition  of  a  revenue  duty 
upon  all  imports.  Of  course  such  a  duty 
might  run  the  risk  of  being  regarded  as  a 

f>rotective  duty,  but  in  India,  which  had 
ollowed  the  fiscal  policy  of  Qreat  Britain 
alwajTS,  and  which  was  dependent  for  her 
economic  arrangements  on  the  sanction 
and  control  of  the  Imperial  Qovernment, 


this  policy  had  been  pursued  with  success. 
There  a  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  had 
been  imposed  for  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years  upon  all  imports,  and  he  did  not  see 
why  that  policy  could  not  be  adopted  i,in 
I  this  country.     It  was  done  in  India  with 
'  our  sanction  and  there  was  no  vestige 
\  of  protection  about  it.     The  additional 
'  duty  of  twopence  on  tea  was,  after  all,  a 
burden  on  the  consumer  here,  and  a  very 
serious  addition    to    the    domestic  ex- 
'  penses    of    certain     classes    of    society 
I  which  made  it  extremely  unfair  in  its 
I  incidence.     Take  for  instance  a  rich  man 
'  who  buys  a  house  in  Park  Lane  or  builds 
I  a  palace.  He  furnishes  it  with  marble  from 
Italy  and  furniture  from  Prance,  and  he 
does  not  pay  a  penny  of  duty  on  these 
;  articles,  whereas  a  poor  man,  who  must, 
i  as    a  necessary    article    of    food,    buy 
tea,  has  to  pay  the  additional  duty  of  two- 
pence in  every  pound.     If  the  Chancellor 
!  of  the  Exchequer  had  thought  out  some 
other  means  of  obtaining  the  necessary 
revenue  he  would  have  done  better,  and 
he  himself  should  not  have  been  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  disagreeing  with  the 
proposal  of  the  Budget  on  this  particular 
point. 

There  was  another  consideration  to  which 
he  wished  to  direct  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. Fie  was  informed  that  a  large 
f  amount  of  Chinese  inferior  tea  went  to 
America  and  was  not  allowed  to  be  landed 
there  or  passed  into  the  market,  because 
it  was  regarded  as  an  article  which 
wou  d  injuriously  affect  the  health 
of  the  people.  He  was  told  that  that 
tea  mostly  came  to  this  country,  and 
was  allowed  to  go  freely  and  without 
any  p'*ohibition  into  consumption  by  the 
people.  Under  this  increased  taxation 
that  would  be  still  more  the  case,  so  that 
regarded  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
health  of  the  population  even,  the 
tax  was  a  very  objectionable  one.  He 
was  sorry  that  he  could  not  vote 
for  this  increase  of  duty  on  tea. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
been  carrying  out  the  promises  of  the 
former  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  if  he 
had  done  something  this  year  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  tea.  It  was  now,  on  the 
contrary,  going  to  pay  more  than  100 
per  cent,  of  its  value.  From  whatever 
point  of  view  he  looked  at  this  pro- 
posal to  enhance  the  duty  on  tea  he  could 
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only  regard  it  with  grave  disapproval. 
He  trusted  it  was  not  too  late  for  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  reconsider 
his  derision.  If  it  was  too  late  to  do  so 
this  year  he  trusted  that  the  protests  of 
himself  and  others  now  would  have  their 
i  ffect  in  future  years.  If  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  see  that  no 
further  increase  took  place  and  would 
effect  a  steady   reduction    in  the  near 
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not  know  what  to  do  with.  The 
difficulties  6f  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to-day  had  been  of  a 
different  kind.  He  had  not  only  had 
to  face  increasing  expenditure  and 
stationary  revenue,  but  he  had  had 
to  suffer  from  the  too  aangoine 
expectations  of  his  predecessor  in  office. 
But,  after  all,  the  matter  went  deeper  than 
that.    He  was  the  victim  of  the  system 


future  he  would  do  an  act  of  justice  to  I  of  plunging  in  expenditure  which  had 


the  people  both  here  and  in  our  Indian 
Em|>ire.     A  great  deal  had  been  said 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  as  to  the 
increased  expenditure    of    the    countr}^ 
and    the    necessity    for    retrenchment. 
He  for  one  thought  the  time  had  arrived 
when   a  strict  inquiry  should  be  held  - 
into  the  causes  of  this  large  increasing  , 
expenditure,    and    for   devising    means  I 
whereby  extensive  reductions  in  several 
large  Departments  of  the  State  could  be 
effected.     If  that  were  done  he  was  per- 
fectly sure  that  such  staple  articles  of 
food  as    tea   would    not  have  to  bear 
additional  burdens  year  after  year. 

*Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.)  said  he 
joined  his  congratulations  to  those 
already  given  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who,  in  presenting  the 
Budget,  certainly  made  a  most  lucid 
statement.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  also  been  congratulated 
on  refraining  from  dealing  with  the 
Sinking  Fund.  He  had,  however,  de- 
parted to  a  certain  extent  from  the 
principles  of  sound  finance  by  doing 
what  he  thought  had  been  rather  cun- 
ningly undisclosed  in  his  statement. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  really  met 
the  deficit  of  last  year  entirely  from 
borrowed  money.  If  the  Committee  would 
keep  in  view  the  £3,C00,000  Transvaal 
contribution  and  also  the  borrowed  money 
remaining  in  Exchequer  balances,  he 
thought  he  would  be  able  to  show  that 
the  whole  of  the  deficit  of  last  year  had 
been  met  from  that  source,  and  therefore 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  only  to 
budget  for  increased  taxation  for  the 
deficit  of  the  present  year.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
felt  himself  in  a  difficult  position. 
Mr.  Lowe,  when  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  said  he  felt  he  was  in  a 
difficult  position  because  millions  were 
pouring  into  the  Exchequer  which  he  did  i 
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characterised  the  present  Government 
from  the  time  that  it  assumed  office. 
That  was  no  new  feature  of  a  Conserva- 
tive Government.  The  only  new  feature 
was  that  on  this  occasion  they  had 
remained  long  enough  in  office  to  reap 
the  harvest  of  their  own  sowing. 
Hitherto  it  had  been  the  experience  that 
a  Liberal  Government  had  come  in  and 
reaped  the  harvest  of  tares,  had  cleaned 
the  ground  for  a  new  crop,  and  after 
things  were  set  on  a  sound  footing  a 
Conservative  Gk>vemment  had  again 
come  into  power.  That  was  a  matter  of 
history  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  knew  very  well  although  he 
assumed  otherwise.    For  the  first  time  a 

I  Conservative  Government  was  faced  with 
the  problem  of  discharging  its  own 
liabilities.     He  had  had  to  contend  with 

I  the  aftermath  of  the  war  expenditure. 

'      But  the  ordinary  expenditure  had  as- 
;  sumed  a  progressive  proportion  hither- 
to    unparalleled     in    the     history     of 
I  this  country.    It  reached  a  culminating 
i  point     in     the   period    1900     to    1903. 
!  Mr.    Gladstone    in    1879,  ref^ring    to 
;  the   extravagant    Conservative  (Jovem- 
j  ment  from  1874  to  1900,  stated  that  in 
five  years  that  Government  had  increased 
the    expenditure    of    the    country,  by 
I  £8,000,000.       What    had    the    present 
'  Government    done   under  the  cover   of 
,  war  expenditure    in    one    year  ?      The 
j  ordinary  expenditure    in    1900-01   was 
increased  by  £9,000,000.     During  three 
'  years  it   was  increased  by  £20,000,000. 
j  During  the  years  1901,  1902,  and  1903, 
there  were  deficits  which  were  covered 
I  up  by  war  expenditure    amounting  to 
j  £3,000,000,  £11,800,000,  and  £11,000,000 
respectively.  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer 
bad  made  attempts  to  stem  the  tide  of 
I  this    extravagance.       The    right     hon. 
I  Gentlemen  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
had  called  attention  to  it  again  and  again. 
The  previous  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
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the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Member 
for  Croydon  went  so  far  in  his  Budget 
speech  of  last  year  as  to  complain  of  the 
recklessness  in  regard  to  the  ordinary 
expenditure,  and  he  added  that  it  was 
only  by  being  a  little  •  less  reckless  that 
they  would  be  able  to  keep  money  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  tax  collector.  In  1894-5 
the  actual  expenditure  was  £94,000,000 
and  last  year  it  was  £147,000,000— an 
increase  of  £53,000,000.  To  this  had  to 
be  added  £2,000,000  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  and  £2,700,000  for  the 
increase  in  local  taxation  grants.  That 
was  exclusive  of  capital  charges  for 
Naval  and  Military  Works,  etc.  He  was 
only  dealing  at  present  with  revenue 
expenditure.  In  round  figures  there  was 
an  increase  for  1904-5  of  £50,000,000, 
without  taking  into  account  the 
£4,500,000  Interest  on  War  Debt. 
Truly  this  was  a  great  achievement. 
The  natural  increase  in  the  produce 
of  the  revenue,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
war  taxation,  and  the  great  increase  of 
taxation  resulting  from  the  death  duties 
had  all  disappeared  into  this  awful  gulf  of 
profligate  expenditure. 

It  had  always  been  contended  on 
that  side  of  the  House  that  too  little 
had  been  paid  out  of  taxation  for  war 
expenditure.  The  policy  which  had 
been  pursued  in  that  matter  was  an 
uneconomic  and  short-sighted  one. 
What  had  been  the  result?  It  had 
enormously  increased  the  National  Debt. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
to-day  stated  that  the  aggregate  liabilities 
of  the  nation  amounted  to  £794,498,000, 
being  a  decrease  of  only  £3,850,000  since 
last  year.  In  1894-5  the  National  Debt 
was  reduced  by  nearly  £8,000,000,  and 
no  sum  of  £10,000,000  fell  to  be  added, 
as  would  be  the  case  this  year,  in  respect 
of  capital  charges  not  included  in  the 
revenue  expenditure  of  the  country.  The 
Funded  Debt  in  1898-9,  the  year  before 
the  war,  was  £627,000,000  as  compared 
with  £762,000,000,  being  an  increase  of 
£135,000,000.  If  hon.  Members  would 
analyse  these  figures  they  would  see  that 
really  no  Sinking  Fund  whatever  had  been 
provided  to  meet  the  war  expenditure.  In 
the  year  before  the  war  the  charge  for  the 
National  Debt  was  £23,000,000,  but  the 
sum  now  laid  aside  for  that  purpose  was 
£27,000.000.  In  that  sum  £4,500,000 
was  included,   the  interest  for   the  war 


I  indebtedness,  so  that  really  the  Sink- 
j  ing  Fund  was   rather  reduced  than  in- 
I  creased,   the    diflerence  being    met    by 
I  the  reduction  in  interest  which  took  place 
'  last  year.     In  1898-9  there  was  a  Sinking 
Fund  amounting  to  £5,800,000  and  the 
charge  for  interest  and  management  was 
£17,200,000,  while  for  the  year  just  con- 
cluded the  amount  was  £6,600,000  Sink- 
ing Fund  and  the  charge  for  interest  and 
management  was  £20,400,000.  According 
to  the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
I  Exchequer  to-day  that  estimated  sum  of 
£6,600,000  had  not  been  applied  because 
;  he'stated  that  the  Sinking  Fund  last  year 
I  was  £5,149,000.     And  they  still  went  on 
I  borrowing  for  Naval  and  Military  Works. 
These  capital  charges  amounted  this  year 
to  £10,000,000.     He  wondered  what  was 
now  thought  of  the  glowing  picture  which 
,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  drew 
last  year  of  the  National  Debt  disappear- 
ing in  the  next  fifty  years.     That  right 
hon.  Grentleman  started    with  the  cal- 
culation   that  it    wa«    to    be    reduced 
by  £40,000,000— £30,000,000  from   the 
Transvaal       contribution,       £4,000,000 
'  repayment  for  advances ;  and  £6,000,000 
from  the  Chma  Indemnity.      Of   these 
£40,000,000   we  had  received  last  year 
the  sum  of  £3,000,000,  and  for  this  year 
out  of  £17,000,000  to  be  received  we 
ionly   received   £6,000,000!      Then    the 
Floating  Debt  had  not  been  mentioned 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes, 

it  was. 

♦Mr.  McCRAE:  It  was  only  men- 
tioned, but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  endeavour  to  make  the  House 
realise  the  serious  danger  of  having  such 
a  large  amount  of  Treasury  Bills  floating. 
He  must  compliment  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  refraining  from  dealing 
,  with  the  Terminable  Annuities  falling 
out  in  1906.  There  was  a  great  temp- 
tation for  him  to  deal  with  them  in 
the  same  unsound  way  as  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  done  with 
similar  annuities  in  his  1899  Budget. 

He  would  now  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Exchequer  balances.  He  had 
j  said  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  really  paid  for  the  deficit 
of  last  J  ear  out  of  money  borrowed. 
In  1899  the  Exchequer  balances,  exclusive 
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of  the  capital  issues  which  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Exchequer,  reaching 
£1,861,000,  amounted  to  £7,058.000.  In 
the  last  completed  year  these  balances 
were  stated  at  £4,263,842 ;  but  in  this 
latter  sum  there  was  no  less  than 
£2,880,000  of  borrowed  inoney.  He 
thought  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  admit  that;  so  that  the 
real  Exchequer  balances  only  amounted  to 
£1,383,842;  and  the  whole  of  the  deficit 
of  1903-4  had  been  met  by  borrowed 
money.  The  same  objection  might  be 
taken  to  the  proposal  of  the  present 
Chancellor  o^  the  Exchequer  to  strengthen 
the  balances  by  taking  £1,000,000  this 
year  from  the  xmclaimed  dividends. 
He  had  always  observed  since  he 
came  into  the  House  that  if  any  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  an  unsound 
argument  to  lay  before  the  House,  he 
always  quoted  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  then 
proceeded  not  to  do  what  Mr.  Gladstone 
did,  but  to  do  something  very  different. 
Now,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  day  had  stated  that  he  was  going  .to 
strengthen  his  balances  by  doing  what 
Mr.  Gladstone  did  in  1866  by  taking 
similar  unclaimed  dividends;  but  what 
did  Mr.  Gladstone  do  then  ?  He  reduced 
the  National  Debt  by  the  amount  of  the 
unclaimed  dividends  appropriated;  but 
what  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  proposing  to  do  was  to 
relieve  taxation  to  the  amount,  by 
applying  the  proceeds  to  revenue  pur- 
poses. However,  with  the  exception  of 
these  two  points,  he  congratulated  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  way 
he  had  faced  the  financial  situation,  with 
one  other  exception  as  to  his  proposals 
to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  present  year. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  going  to 
impose  £4,500,000  of  new  taxation,  and 
he  had  very  distinguished  precedents  to 
refer  to,  so  far  as  the  increase  in  the 
income- tax  was  concerned.  An  increase 
of  expenditure  in  1859  was  met  by  an 
increase  of  the  income-tax,  and  again  in 
1893  the  same  course  was  followed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth.  So  far  he  approved. 
But  in  1859  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  making 
his  Budget  speech,  said — 

*'  It  would  )*e  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to- 
wardfl  the  consumer  to  make  an  imposition  on 
tea  or  sugar. " 

Mr,  McCrae. 


♦Mb.  a  UjS  T  E  N  CHAMBERI JlIN  : 

What  was  the  duty  then  ? 

♦Mr.  McCRAE  said  it  was  a  very  large 
duty  compared  with  what  it  now  was, 
but  the  principle  was  the  same,  although 
they  were  dealing  with  a  different  situa- 
tion at  present.  He  maintained  that  a 
proposal  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  impose  an  additional  sum  of 
£2,000,000  on  an  article  of  domestic  con- 
sumption like  tea,  in  a  peace  Budget, 
was  a  course  which,  if  not  condemned  by 
the  House,  would  be  condemned  by  the 
country.  What  was  the  position  in 
regard  to  taxation?  Jt33,000,000  were 
put  on  as  war  taxes.  Last  year  there 
was  a  reduction  of  £13,000,000,  leaving 
an  increase  of  taxation  of  £20,000,000, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  that  day  proposing  to  add 
£4,500,000.  How  was  that  enormous 
sum  to  be  raised?  By  Customs  and 
Inland  Revenue  to  the  extent  of 
£14,500,000;  by  income-tax  £9,500,000 ; 
and  therefore  he  maintained  that  the 
indirect  taxpayer  had  good  reason  to 
complain.  There  was  a  remission  last 
year  of  the  corn  tax,  but  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  said  that  that  tax 
did  not  fall  on  the  consumer.  Why  then 
was  it  taken  off  professedly  for  his 
relief  ?  It  had  been  suggested  that  there 
was  a  source  of  revenue  lying  ready 
to  the  hand  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  the  licence  duty,  from  which 
it  was  estimated  that  an  additional  sum 
of  £2,000,000  could  be  raised  without 
putting  any  great  hardship  on  anyone. 
He  had  another  suggestion  to  make  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  it  was 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  take  a  lesson  from  Japan.  The 
Japanese  Finance  Minister — and  he  was 
smre  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  So- 
Ucitor-General  who  smiled  would  agree 
with  this — said  last  year  that — 

**  In  order  to  provide  for  the  work  of  carrying 
to  completion  the  programme  of  national 
armament,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  necessary  funds  should  be  obtained 
from  the  most  reliable  and  unfailing  source, 
and  there  was  none  better  suited  for  this 
purpose  than  the  land  tax." 

He  recommended  that  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  They  on  that  side  of 
the  House  were  twitted  some  time  ago 
for  proposing  a  tax  on  land  values;  but 
he   believed  that  recent  circumstances 
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brought  that  source  of  revenue  appreoi- 
ably  nearer.  He  rather  disagreed  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  re- 
ference which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  to  municipal  indebtedness. 
That  had  amounted  to  such  a  sum,  said 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman,  as  to  cause 
serious  reflection;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ought  in  fairness  to  have  given 
the  proportion  between  remunerative  and 
unremunerative  municipal  indebtedness. 
It  ill  became  the  pot  to  call  the  kettle 
black.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  show  an  example  in 
economy,  he  was  sure  it  would  be 
followed  by  the  municipalities. 

He  ([would  conclude  by  saying  that  he 
thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  really  missed  a  great  opportunity. 
They  had  been  promised  by  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol, 
when  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
after  the  war  was  over  they  should  have 
a  full  consideration  of  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  nation.  That  they  had  not 
yet  got.  He  had  hoped  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  have  taken 
this  opportunity  to  deal  more  fully  with 
the  financial  situation,  and  to  put  the 
finances  of  the  country  on  a  broader 
basid.  He  regretted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  voice  had  not  been 
raised  that  day  more  effectively  in 
favour  of  economy.  What  was  wanted 
was  courage  to  grapple  with  the  demon 
of  extravagance,  and  to  initiate  a  policy 
of  retrenchment  all  along  the  line. 
Greater  control  over  expenditure  was 
required.  It  was  a  maxim  in  military 
strategy  that  the  enemy  should  be  beaten 
in  detail.  The  Estimates  were  taken 
separately  for  the  different  departments 
and  expenditure  increased  by  detail. 
There  was  no  occasion  when  the  House 
could  have  a  full  review  of  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  year  before  taxation 
was  imposed.  This  colossal  expenditure 
was  attaining  such  proportions  that  it 
was  exceeding  their  capacity  to  bear  taxa- 
tion. That  responsibility,  they,  on  that 
side  of  the  House  contended,  lay  with 
the  present  Government.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Exeter  said  that  that  re- 
sponsibility rested  also  with  the  Opposi- 
tion. He  repudiated  that  argument. 
The  responsibility  rested  with  the  present 
Grovemment  alone.  He  would  quote  an 
excerpt  from  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 


Gladstone  in  1879,  which  showed  how 
history  repeated  itself.  Mr.  Gladstone, 
in  speaking  of  the  Beaconsfield  Ad- 
ministration, then  said — 

'*  They  began  the  great  development  of  that 
new  method  of  Qovernment  policy  and 
finance  under  which  we  were  told  our  country 
is  at  length  to  assume  its  true  position  in  the 
world,  a  position  founded  on  a  new  creed  with 
a  variety  of  articles,  the  first  of  which  \s  uniform 
financial  deficiency." 

That  was  very  much  the  position  to- 
day. They  had  a  deficit  last  year,  deficits 
in  the  previous  years,  and  now  they  had 
another  deficit  this  year.  If  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  boldly  faced 
the  position,  and  availed  himself  of  new 
sources  of  revenue,  he  might  have  relieved 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  community  from 
an  undue  share  of  the  burden  of  taxation. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) 
said  he  wished  to  congratulate  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer onhis Budget, 
if  for  nothing  else  than  that  from  begin- 
ning to  end  it  represented  the  pure 
orthodox  doctrine  of  free  trade.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  found  that  the  tobacco 
duties  were  in  accordance  with  Cobdenite 
doctrine,  and  therefore  he  had  increased 
them.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  regarded  as 
the  drum  of  the  Protectionist  Party 
opposite ;  but  now  they  must  look  upon 
the  Prime  Minister  as  a  hostage  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  the  Party  behind 
him,  and  so  long  as  he  was  in  his 
present  position  it  was  a  pledge  that  the 
country  would  be  perfectly  free  from  pro- 
tectionist tariffs.  In  spite  of  the  mystery 
in  which  the  Prime  Minister  wrapped  up 
his  views,  it  was  evident  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  intend,  and  apparently  had 
not  the  slightest  wish,  to  introduce  pro- 
tectionist legislation  now.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  re- 
tain as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a 
Minister  who  pubUcly  advocated  doctrines 
entirely  different  from  those  taught  in 
that  House  by  the  Prime  Minister, 
although  it  seemed  rather  like  appoint- 
ing a  practitioner  who  dispensed  quack 
medicines  to  be  President  of  the  College 
of  Physicians.  There  was  a  reason 
why  he  thought  it  was  a  doubtful  advan- 
tage to  have  a  protectionist  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  this  moment.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if  he  really 
believed  that  by  taxing  the  foreigner  he 
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could  get  all  the  revenue  he  required,  could 
have  no  inducement  for  that  economy 
which  this  Committee  ought  to    insist  i 
upon.     It  was  bound  to  affect  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  mind  in  the  long  run, 
that  if   they  were  a  little  extravagant,  j 
that  would  help  him  in  the  policy  which  i 
he  wished  to  carry  out.    That  was  a  real ! 
danger  which  the  Committee  ought  to ! 
face.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Committee  ; 
ought  to  find  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that 
the  Budget  now  introduced  was  a  sure 
indication  to  the  country  that  the  whole 
tariff  reform  agitation  was  a  mere  sham. 
It  was  hardly  conceivable  that,  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  really  believed  that 
millions  could  be  brought  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, that  our  trade  could  be  revived 
and  brought  to  a  state  of  great  prosperity, 
that  the  Empire  would  be  no  longer  in 
danger,  but  would  be  linked  to  us   by 
firmer  bonds  than  ever  by  a  mere  stroke 
of  the  pen,  they  would  be  prepared  to 
postpone  that  change   indefinitely — not 
for  this  year  only,  but  indefinitely — for 
the  convenience  of  the  present  occupants 
of  the  Front  Bench. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  spoken  of  the  alarming  in- 
crease in  local  indebtedness,  which 
for  England  and  Wales  alone, 
he  said,  amounted  to  £197,000,000. 
He  would  like  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  tell  the  Committee  how 
much  of  that  was  due  to  the  good 
example  of  the  municipality  of  Birming- 
ham. He  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  the  admirable  work  done 
by  the  Birmingham  Corporation  by 
means  of  money  raised  from  the  public, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gh^ntleman  must  con- 
front the  late  Colonial  Secretary  and  con- 
vince him  that  the  admirable  work  which 
he  did  when  Mayor  of  Birmingham  was  a 
mistake  from  beginning  to  end.  When 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated 
that  municipal  indebtedness  had  increased 
to  £197,000,000,  he  did  not  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  greater  part  of  that 
was  raised  for  remunerative  undertakings, 
which  provided  not  only  for  interest,  but 
sinking  fund.  He  ought  to  have  told 
them  how  much  had  been  paid  off  by  the 
local  authorities  durmg  these  twenty 
years.  They  were  every  year  paying  off 
fully  as  much  as  was  necessary  to  keep 
up  their  credit  at  the  highest  point,  and 

Mr,  MrKenna, 


the  credit  of  the  London  County  Council 
stood  at  this  moment  actually  at  a 
higher  point  than  the  credit  of  the 
State.  His  hon.  friend  was,  he  thought, 
a  little  unfair  on  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  with  regard  to 
the  Sinking  Fund  in  referring  to  the 
debts  which  were  incurred  on  ac- 
count of  public  works.  The  sinking 
fund  of  these  Public  Works  Loans  was, 
he  thought,  met  each  year  out  of  the 
Estimates,  and,  consequently,  when 
his  hon.  friend  spoke  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  as  if  he  were  going  to  include  the 
amount  of  the  PubUe  Works  Loans  in  it, 
he  should  ajso  have  included  the  amount 
of  Sinking  Fund  raised  on  the  Estimates 
for  the  purposes  of  meeting  those  loans ; 
and,  if  he  did  include  them,  he  would  find 
the  provision  made  in  the  Sinking  Fund 
for  the  Public  Works  Loans  and  public 
debt  would  be  sufficient  if  it  were  allowed 
to  remain  intact.  He  agreed  entirely, 
however,  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
deficit  of  this  year  was,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  £800,000,  being  paid  ex- 
clusively in  the  shape  of  a  £1,000,000 
from  the  unpaid  dividends.  He  did  not 
think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  quite  come  up  to  the  level  of  his 
other  work  in  the  Budget  when  he  only 
made  a  possible  provision  of  £800,000  to 
cover  any  Supplementary  Estimates, 
which  from  past  experience  would  be 
far  in  excess  of  that  amount,  and  would 
therefore  have  to  be  met  out  of  loan. 
He  deplored  the  tea  duty  upon  every 
ground,  upon  British  and  upon  Indian 
ground ;  and  he  was  bound  to  say  that, 
although  he  agreed  with  the  rest  of  the 
Budget,  he  should  feel  constrained  on 
that  account  to  vote  against  it. 

Sir  GEORGE  BARTLEY  (Islington, 
N.)  said  the  way  in  which  the  Budget 
had  been  received  was  the  best  com- 
pliment the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer could  have.  Everjrthing  seemed 
peaceable  and  quiet,  despite  the  idea 
that  the  Budget  was  to  be  a  serious 
matter  for  the  Government.  He  agreed 
that  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country  and  the  growing  expenditoie 
were  matters  of  enormous  importance; 
but  he  thought,  instead  of  talking  about 
increases  in  millions,  they  should  look 
and  see  in  what  the  money  was  spent. 
There  were  really  four  it^ems  in  which 
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large  increases  had  occurred  during  the 
past  ten  years,  viz.,  the  Army,  the  Navy, 
education,  and  the  wages  paid  to  State 
employees;   the  other  items  were  very 
much  as  they  were  ten  or  twenty  years 
ago.     Would  anyone  get  up  and  say  the 
Navy  was  to  be  reduc^  largely  and  sub- 
Btantially  1   ["  Hear,  hear ! "  and  "  Yes."] 
He  could  not  conceive  any  responsible 
section  in  the  House  really  saying  the 
Navy  must  be  so  reduced  as  to  bring  the 
Estimates  back  to  their  state  of  a  few 
years  ago.     They  would  all  like  it,  and 
be  glad  if  the  expenditure  could  be  cut 
down ;  and,  having  regard  to  the  Treaty 
initiated  in  high  quarters  between  England 
and  France,  they  hoped  it  woukl,  before 
many  years  were   over,  be  possible    to 
substantially  decrease  the  standard  of  all 
tiiis  enormous  expenditure  upon  arma- 
ments.   He  knew  nothing  of  the  Army, 
but,  looking  at  the  state  of  Europe,  and 
of  the  world,  and  at  what  was  going  on 
both  in  the  Far  and  Near  East,  they  could 
not  say  that  this  was  a  time  when  an  enor- 
mous reduction   could  be  made  in   the 
Army  expenditure.    During  the  last  ten 
or  fifteen  years  the  Vote  for  education 
had  increased  by  nearly  £10,000,000  or 
J&12,000,000 ;  but  he  was  satisfied  there 
was  not  one  single  Member,  who,  on  the 
platform  would  say  that  the  expenditure 
on  education  should  be  reduced,  and  he 
did  not  thi^k  there  were  many  who  would 
say  so  in  the   House;  and  he  did  not 
think  any  Member  would  dare  to  reduce 
the  fourth  item,  i^he  wages  paid  to  the 
employees    of    the  State.      Indeed,  he 
did  not  think  there  was  any  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite,  who  would  go  all  over  the 
country  talking  about  the  extravagance 
of   the   Government,  who    would    dare 
to  say    there  was  one    of  these  items 
he  would  reduce.    He  was  as  anxious  to 
see  as  much  economy  as  he  could,  and  he 
rejoiced  extremely  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  maintained  the  Sinking 
Fund,   because  to  his  mind  it  was  the 
only   substantial    means    they    had    of 
pressing  some  sort  of  economy  upon  the 
attention   of   the    House.     He    always 
regarded   the   great  cause   of  increased 
expenditure  as  being  not  the  Government 
but   the  desires    oi    the  House,   which 
continually    pressed    the    Government, 
whether  Conservative  or  otherwise,  for 
increased   expenditure;     and     he    said 
emphatically     that    why     he     always 


objected  to  the  reduction  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  still  thought  it  not  sufficient, 
was  because  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  sort  ^ 
of  indirect  or  private  way  really  tending 
to  economy.  The  great  subject  of  local 
taxation  had  also  been  brought  up.  He 
looked  with  the  greatest  apprehension  at 
the  enormous  increase  of  the  local  taxation, 
a  comparatively  small  part  only  of  which 
was  remunerative ;  and  he  said  they  were 
building  up  an  enormous  debt  and  risk 
in  this  large  expenditure.  Of  course,  they 
had  representative  government  in  each 
locality,  and  each  locality  was  allowed  to 
borrow;  but  he  thought  some  such 
rule  as  was  in  force  in  America, 
where  there  was  a  limit  to  the  borrow- 
ing power  of  each  locality,  would 
be  beneficial  here.  He  again  emphasised 
the  necessity  of  looking  into  the  items 
before  talking  about  incr^ses  of  milUons 
to  see  which  they  could  honestly  say 
they  intended  to  decrease.  He  thought 
the  Army  and  Navy  might  be  ultimately 
decreased,  but  at  present  there  was  no 
section  of  the  House  which,  if  in  office, 
would  dare  largely  to  decrease  those  great 
spending  Departments  in  any  way. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Rotherham)  said  he  wished 
to  associate  himself  with  the  stand 
hon.  Members  and  right  hon.  Members 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  had 
made  for  economy.  He  thought,  if  those 
Members,  who  were  pretty  numerous, 
were  to  band  themselves  together  and 
decide  on  some  joint  action  they  would 
be  able  to  speak  with  authority  and  in 
time  enforce  their  views.  The  features 
of  the  Budget  were  the  colossal  scale  of 
our  national  expenditure  and  the  magni- 
tude of  our  deficit.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  deficits  were  becoming  chronic  in 
the  Budgets.  In  the  period  from  1888 
to  1898  every  Budget  with  one  exception, 
when  there  was  a  slight  deficit,  showed 
a  surplus,  but  since  then  we  had  wit-' 
nessed  appalling  deficits.  He  hoped  they 
were  getting  to  the  end  of  such  a  sad 
record.  He  congratulated  the  Chancellor 
on  his  admission  that  there  were  signs 
that  the  extreme  depression  in  our  trade 
of  the  past  few  years  was  passing  away. 
This  was  good  news.  He  thought  it 
was  absolutely  true,  and  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  taking  place  without  the  assistance 
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of  their  friends  from  Birmingham  who 
were  advocating  new  and  drastic 
remedies. 

He  should  also  like 


which  stated  that  there  had  been  five 
surplus    Budgets,   that    the  Debt  was 
j  being  steadily  reduced,   and    that    the 
f         It       IaH        high  quotation  of   Italian  stock  testified 
.,  f  .,     ^,      to   acKnowledge    ^  ^y^^  estimate  formed  of  the  soundness 

the  accuracy  of  the  Chancellors  diagnosis    ^f  j^^^^  ^^^^       3^  ^^^  ^^^^j^  ^^^ 

Z    A  iJu    ""If  "I    A      tI  ^T    ^r  !  «^^^^r««  °^^«t  be  true  with  regard  to  the 
attendedthecottontrade.   These  troubles    ^3^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^    ^^.^ 


were  to  be  assigned  to  the  scarcity  of 
raw  material  and  the  speculation  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  raw  material. 
He  hoped  the  Chancellor  would  stick  to 
these  views,  because  he  considered  it 
likely  there  might  be  an  attempt  to 
attribute  them  to  other  causes,  and  to 
advocate  a  fiscal  remedy  instead  of  the 
true  and  accurate  remedy,  viz.,  to 
increase  the  supply  of  raw  material.  He 
<iid  not  claim  to  be  an  expert  in  the 
tobacco  trade,  but  it  did  strike  an  out- 
sider that  if  import  duties  were  to  be 
levied  on  any  manufactures  imported 
into  this  country  which  at  the  same  time 
were  made  on  an  extensive  scale 
in  this  country  jn-o  tanto  those  duties, 
unless  coupled  with  a  corresponding 
Excise  duty,  must  afford  protection  to 
those  engaged  in  the  trade.  He  con- 
sidered the  increased  tea  duty  would 
«ome  as  a  surprise  to  everybody.  It 
would  hit  a  class  already  hard  hit  by 
taxation  and  particularly  by  the  sugar 
tax  imposed  within  the  last  few  years. 
He  supported  the  appeal  to  the  Chancellor 
to  remove  the  duty  from  alcohol  required 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  effect 
of  the  removal  would  be  infinitesimal 
on  the  Budget,  because  the  industries 
were  non-existent;  but,  by  removing 
this  barrier,  we  should,  he  thought,  soon 
have  a  rush  from  foreign  countries  and 
new  industries  would  be  established, 
improving  employment.  Chambers  of 
commerce  throughout  the  country  had 
resolutions  in    favour    of   some 


country.      All    these     facts,    he     said, 

confirmed  his  view  that  we    had    lost 

I  ground     in      comparison     with      other 

I  nations ;    but    he    hoped  we  had  now 

turned  the  corner  and  that  the  days  of 

I  deficits  were  past. 

i 

Mb.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  said  he  would  direct  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  specific  subject,  viz.,  the 
I  effect  the  increased  tea  duty  would  have 
upon  the  constituency  he  represented,  or 
rather  the  county  of  Donegal.  Of  all 
portions  of  the  United  Kingdom 
the  county  of  Donegal  would  be  the  most 
detrimentally  affected;  it  was  largely 
poverty-stricken,  the  people  having  the 
greatest  difficulty  to  sustain  existence  at 
the  best  of  times.  They  rarely  took  any 
meat;  and  they  did  not  eat  bread  as 
they,  in  England,  knew  it;  they 
ate  Indian  meal.  In  one  family  of  five, 
where  the  income  amounted  to  £10  a 
year,  £3  was  expended  on  tea,  and  in 
another  family,  where  the  income  was 
£26  a  year,  £7  was  expended  on  tea. 
Tea  with  them  was  an  article  of  food, 
and  these  family  budgets  showed  the 
enormous  effect  the  increased  duty  would 
have  on  the  life  of  the  inhabitants  of 
his  constituency.  He  could  not  imagine 
anything  more  atrocious  than  this  in- 
crease. The  incidence  of  taxation  as 
regarded  tea  bet'veen  England  and 
Ireland  was  not  fairly  proportioned,  for 
in  Ireland  more  tea  was  drunk  than  in 
such  action,  and  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  *  England.     Ireland,  moreover,  stood  in  a 


of  the  Exchequer  would  therefore  take 
the  matter  into  his  careful  consideration. 
He  was  sorry  the  right  hon.  (Jentleman 
had  not  seen  his  way  to  remove  the  coal 
tax,  which  had  led  to  the  loss  of 
contracts  and  had  diminished  employ- 
ment, lessening  the  ability  of  those  con- 
cerned to  pay  other  taxes.  Contrasting 
England's  growing  indebtedness  with  the 
financial  condition  of  the  United  States, 
Germany,  and  Italy,  he  quoted  from  a 
Teport  with  respect  to  the  latter  country. 
Sir  JrUliam  HollancL 


very  different  position  to  England,  and 
if  the  whole  hundred  Irish  Members 
voted  against  this  duty,  including  the 
Loyalists  and  the  Members  for  Dublin 
University,  it  would  not  affect  the  tax. 
Ireland  was  unconstitutionally  placed, 
and  if  the  tax  could  be  resisted  by 
force  it  would  be  proper  to  do  it. 
He  had  no  wish  to  draw  a  contrast 
between  the  present  free-trade  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  free 
lance  who  appeared  on   a  platform  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


€3:3 


The  Budget 


{19  April  1904} 


K^taUniefiL 


6:u 


Birmingham  approving  the  transgrea- 
sions  of  an  erring  father,  but  he  did 
assert  that  there  was  reason  to  doubt  the 
spirit  of  the  Budget,  and  to  look  on  it  as 
a  clear  indication  of  the  principles  ad- 
vocated by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  fgr  West  Birmingham  of  putting 
a  tax  on  the  food  of  the  people,  and,  as 
such,  he  hoped  it  would  be  strenuously 
opposed. 

♦Mr.    AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:    I 
feel  that  I  must  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations in  answer  to  what  has  fallen 
from  hon.  Members  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.     First,  I  desire  to  acknowledge 
the  great  kindness  with  which  I  have 
been  received  by  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  both  sides  of  the  House.     I  am 
very  sensible  of  the  personal  kindness 
they  have  shown  me.    It  is,  I  suppose, 
more  than  I  can  hope  that  any  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  should  carry  a 
Budget  without  coming  into  active  con- 
troversy with  some  section  of  opinion  in 
the  House,  but  at  any  rate,  I  desire  to 
postpone  that  stage  until  a  later  date  in 
our  discussions.     I    thiQk  it  has  been 
generally  admitted  that,  under  difficult 
circumstances,    the    Grovernment    have 
faced    the   position  with    courage,  and 
have  made  proposals  which  are  worthy 
of  the  nation  and  worthy  of  the  accept- 
ance of  this  Committee.    My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Bristol  has 
cautioned  me  as  to  the  estimates  I  have 
prepared,  and  has  expressed  the  hope  that 
I  have  taken  a  warning  by  the  results  of 
the  last  two  years  and  been  moderate  in 
the  expectations    I    have  formed.     He 
alluded  in  particular  to  the  fact  that  last 
year  contained  an  extra  day,  and  asked 
whether  I  had  remembered  that  fact  in 
forecasting  the  revenue   of  the  current 
year.     Yes,  Sir,  I  have  taken  that  into 
account,  and,  I  believe,  after  taking  the 
best  opinion  that  I  could,  that  the  es- 
timates of  revenue  which  I  have  pre- 
sented are  moderate  and  are  more  likely 
to  be  exceeded  than  to  result  in  a  defici- 
ency. 

My  right  hon.  friend  asked  me  for  some 
further  explanations  of  exactly  how 
I  propose  to  deal  with  the  reaUsed  deficit 
of  the  past  year.  I  have  made  very  full 
and  ample  provision  for  the  estimated  ex- 
penditure for  the  current  year — that  de- 
ficit, at  any  rate,  I  have  filled.     The  ques- 


tion is,  what  exactly  have  I  done  with  the 
realised  deficit  which  we  inherited  from 
the  year  which  has  just  closed.    I  think 
my  right    hon.    friend    was   somewhat 
confused  by   mixing  up   the  repayment 
which     we    have     received    from    the 
Transvaal     with      the      amount        by 
which  the  balances  were  swollen  owing 
to  excess  borrowings  beyond  the  actual 
expenditure  during  the  course  of  the  war. 
The  balances  were  actually  swollen  out 
of  money  borrowed  for  war  charges,  but 
not  at  the  time  expended  in  war  charges, 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  £3,000,000.    1 
had  a  realised  deficit  on  the  past  vear  of, 
roughly,  £5,500,000  to  deal  with."  To  the 
extent  to  which  the  balances  were  abnor- 
mally  swollen  in  the  years  of  war  by 
borrowings  intended  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  war,  but  not  at  the  time  re- 
quired for   war,   I  now   allow  the  war 
charges  of  last  year  to  fall  finally  and 
definitely  upon  balance — that  is  to  say, 
that  the  money  which  was  borrowed  for 
the    war    charges     but    not     at      the 
time    required  for  war  charges  I  now 
apply  to  meet  to  that  extent  the  war 
charges  which  have  since  accrued.    The 
war  charges  which  have  since  accrued 
have  indeed  exceeded  the  excess  of  our 
borrowings,  but  it  is  only  to  the  extent 
to  which  our  borrowings  exceeded  the 
immediate  demands  for  war  charge?  that 
I  propose  that  those  war  charges  shall 
now  be  thrown  upon  the  excess  borrowings 
of  past  years.    That  gives  me  a  sum  of  a 
little  less  than  £3,000,000.     Then  I  pro- 
pose to  obtain,  by  the  utilisation  of  a 
part  of  the  sum    standing    unused    in 
the  unpaid  dividend  account,  a  further 
sum  of  £1,000,000,  which  will  go  to  make 
good  that  deficit,  and  to  replace  the  draft 
which  has  been  made  upon  the  balance. 
My  right   hon.    friend  very    naturally 
said  that  he  presumed  these  sums  were 
remaining    invested,    and    invested    in 
Consols,  and  hoped  I  should  be  cautious 
how  I  became  a  seller  of  Consols  at  the 
present  moment.  Yes,  Sir,  that  is  a  matter 
which  has  had  my  most  careful  atten- 
tion, and  I  shall  be  most  careful  as  to  the 
time  and  the  manner  in  which  I  realise 
this  asset.     I  think  the  services  of  the 
National  Debt    Commissioners    will   be 
most    useful    in    this   connection.      All 
that  I  will  say  at   present  is   that  the 
difficulty  adumbrated  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  not  escaped  ray  attention,  and 
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I  shall  have  careful  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  Consok.  I  tb  is  obtain  from  the 
excess  borrowings  the  sum  of  £2,800  000, 
and  froH;  the  realisation  of  the  asset  of 
the  uncUimed  dividends  £1,000,000,  or  a 
total  of  a  little  short  of  £4,000,000.  The 
deficit  being  in  round  figures,  £5,500,000, 
or  a  little  under,  I  have  still  a  little  more 
than  £1,500,000  to  make  good.  VLy  right 
hon.  friend  I  think,  wished  me  to  explain 
exactly  what  I  propose  to  do  in  regard 
to  that  £1,500,000.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  I  believe  the  estimates  of  revenue 
which  I  have  laid  before  the  Committee 
are  framed  with  great  moderation.  I  am 
hopeful  that  they  will  be  exceeded  and 
that  the  actual  surplus  revenue  will  be 
larger  than  the  sum  I  have  named  to 
the  Committee.  From  that  surplus 
revenue,  after  allowing  for  the  unforeseen 
contingencies  of  the  year,  I  shall  make 
good  a  considerable  portion,  not  im- 
probably the  major  portion  of  the 
£1,500,000  which  wiU  still  remain 
after  my  other  proposals  have  been  adop- 
ted. It  is  to  the  surplus  I  look  to  make 
further  provision  towards  the  restoration 
of  balances,  and  if  I  cannot  restore 
the  whole  of  the  £1,500,000  by  which 
the  balances  are  depleted,  then  the 
remainder  must  wait  for  restoration  in  the 
subsequent  year.  That  is  a  course  in 
accordance  with  precedent,  and  a  course 
that  is  dictated  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
moment  to  any  one  in  my  position.  Tax- 
ation is  very  hish,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
raise  it  still  higher.  An  emergency  has 
to  be  met,  and  to  the  temporary  nature  of 
the  emergency  I  must  have  regard  in 
making  provision,  not  disturbing  any 
trade  or  industry  or  burdening  the  pre- 
sent year  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
permanent  needs  of  the  country.  I  ask 
the  Committee  to  support  me  in  what  I 
feel  is  no  popular  task  in  imposing  fresh 
taxation  to  the  extent  that  is  necessary 
fully  to  cover  the  anticipated  deficit  of  the 
current  year  and  to  leave  a  large 
margin  towards  wiping  out  the  remaining 
deficit  of  last  year.  But  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  not  be  justified  in 
asking  the  Committee  at  a  moment  like 
the  present  to  impose  a  very  much  larger 
addition  to  taxation  in  the  current  year 
with  the  knowledge  that  it  would  not  be 
required  for  the  ordinary  expenditure  of 
the  subsequent  year. 

My     right    hon.   friend  went  on    to 
express    a    hope    that   I    should  secure 

Mr,  Austen  Chauherlain. 


from  the  t^a  duty  the  revenue  anti- 
cipated. He  said  very  truly  that 
there  is  no  article  which  more 
lends  itself  to  anticipatory  clearances 
from  bond  in  expectation  of  in- 
creased duty  than  tea.  My  right  hon. 
friend  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  tea  this 
year  has  been  less  sensitive  than  in  some 
previous  years,  and  I  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  kno¥ring  that  clearances  in  the 
last  week  or  two  have  not  been  such 
as  to  show  there  has  been  anticipation. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  mi^t,  in 
expectation  of  relief  from  taxation  when 
the  next  Budget  statement  is  made,  be  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  dealers  to  hold 
back  clearances,  but  by  moving  the 
Resolution  in  a  form  that  will  continue  the 
duty  up  to  August,  1905, 1  hope  to  secore 
the  revenue  I  anticipate.  My  right  hon. 
friend  indulged  in  some  good-natured 
chafi  upon  the  choice  of  tea  as  a  subject 
for  increased  duty.  He  referred  to  the 
difficulty  he  had  when  raising  the  duty, 
and  pictured  to  himself  with  some  satis- 
faction the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer replying  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Sheffield  and  others  who  are  in 
favour  of  preference  being  given  to  Indian 
and  Colonial  products  when  they  attack 
him  for  increasing  a  duty  on  what  is  mainly 
an  Indian  product.  I  do  not  thbk  the 
Indian  Government  will  complain,  for 
from  an  interesting  despatch  I  gather 
that  they  are  satisfied  with  the  assurance 
that  whatever  duties  ar3  put  on  are  paid 
by  the  British  consumer.  I  assure  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal  Oreen 
that  I  personally  regret  to  have  to  choose 
this  subject  for  taxation.  I  do  not 
think  the  increase  in  the  tea  duty  which 
I  propose  will  check  to  any  material 
extent  the  consumption  of  tea.  Duty  or 
no  duty,  it  is  impossible  that  the  increase 
in  the  consumption  of  tea  per  head  of  the 
population  can  cent  nue  at  the  same  rate 
at  which  it  has  progressed  for  the  past 
half-ccntur/,  because,  to  employ  a 
picturesque  phrase  which  has  been  sup- 
plied to  me  by  an  authority  on  the 
subject,  the  British  people  have  very 
nearly  reached  saturation  point  in  the 
matter  of  tea  drinking.  But  I  hope 
I  can  count  upon  the  able  and  influential 
support  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Bri§tol  in  proving  to 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  that  his  Indian  constituents — if  I 
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may  use  the  pkqase — will  not  have  to 
snfEer  the  whole  of  the  burden  of  the 
increased  duty  qu  tea,  but  that  it  will 
be  borne  by  the  taxpayers  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  do  not  pretend  that  to  raise 
the  tax  on  tea  is  a  popular  course. 
No  one  is  more  alive  than  I  am  to  the 
objections  that  can  be  raised  against  it. 
But,  after  all,  I  have  to  provide  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  to  balance  the 
national  accounts  and  to  leave  a  margin 
on  the  right  side ;  and  if  the  use  of  tea 
for  this  purpose  is  condemned,  hon. 
Members  must  find  for  me  some  other 
soorce  of  revenue  less  objectionable. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green 
suggested  that  I  should  have  recourse  to 
a  general  duty  on  imported  goods,  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Waterford 
ui^ed  that  if  I  must  raise  money  by  in- 
direct taxation  some  article  of  luxury 
lather  than  an  article  of  universal  con- 
sumption should  be  employed.  I  will 
not  enter  to-night  into  any  elaborate 
examination  of  the  subject,  but  I  venture 
to  defy  any  hon.  Grentleman  who  holds 
that  view  to  frame  a  satisfactory  method 
of  realising  their  aspirations  without  a 
revolution  in  our  fiscal  system,  and  the 
Government  are  precluded  by  the 
pledges  they  have  given  from  attempting 
any  fundamental  change  in  our  fiscal 
system  at  the  present  time.  There  is,  of 
course,  another  suggestion  which  is 
equally  certain  to  be  advanced  in  the 
debate  on  the  Budget,  and  that  is 
economy.  It  is  not  for  me  to  defend 
the  expenditure  of  a  Cabinet  of  which  I 
was  not  a  member  against  the  criticisms 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol.  But  I  confess  I  think 
there  b  some  inconsistency  in  my  right 
hon.  friend,  of  all  men  in  tlie  world,  who 
was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the 
years  of  greatest  expenditure,  admonish- 
ing me,  of  course  in  the  kindliest 
spirit 

8iB  M.fflCKS  BEACH:  No,  no!  I 
have  not  said  a  word,  and  certainly  never 
intended  to  say  a  word,  which  would 
hold  my  right  hon.  friend  responsible  for 
the  expenditure  of  which  I  complained. 
Of  course,  my  right  hon.  friend  was  not 
then  in  office,  and  consequently  was  not 
responsible  for  the  expenditure. 

♦Mb.  AUSTBN  CHAMBERLAIN:    I 

am  most  anxious  to  avoid  entering  into 
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a  personal  controversy  with  my  righ 
hon.  friend,  biit  I  do  submit  that  it  is  a 
Uttle  hard  that  my  right  hon.  friend,  now 
he  is  free  from  the  responsibiUty  of  office, 
should  critici  e  so  freely  the  expenditure 
of  the  days  when  he  was  Chancellor  of 
the   Excheqaar  and  one  of    the    most 
influential  members  of  the  Cabinet  which 
incurred  that  expenditure.     Every  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  turn  has  the 
strongest  interest  in  reducing  expenditure, 
and  every  Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer 
will  use  every  effort  to  s  cure  economy^ 
subject  only   to  his  sense  of    what   i& 
necessary  ior  the  safety  of  the  country. 
The  test  which  must  be  applied  is  not 
whether  the  expenditure  is  large  or  small, 
but  whether  it  is  more  than  is  needed  for 
the  wants  of  the  country.    Would  any 
hon.  or  right  hon.   Grentleman  on  the 
Qovernment  side  have  been  prepared,  at 
any  time  during  the  nine  years  that  our 
j  Party  have  been  in  power,  to  save  a 
million  or  two  millions  of  increase  of 
taxation  by  a  corresponding  reduction  in 
the  building  programme  of  the  Fleet? 
What  are  they  willing  to  give  up  ?    Our 
financial  reserves  are  as  important  as  our 
military  or  naval  reserves ;  the  three  must 
be  considered  together,  and  in  any  par- 
ticular year  we  must  weigh  the  demands 
of  the  one  against  the  demands  of  the 
other  and  strike  a  balance  between  them. 
I  do  not  think  it  right,  having  assented 
to  certain  programmes  of  military  and 
naval  expenditure,  having  felt  it  impos- 
sible   to    refuse    assent   to    those   pro- 
grammes,   now   to    complain    of    that 
expenditure.    I  venture  to  say  that  the 
expenditure  on  the  Navy  in  the  years 
for  which  we  have  been  responsible  has 
been  a  great  insurance   for  the  nation, 
and     that     if     we      had      not      year 
by    year    assented    to    the    sacrifices, 
heavy  as  they  were,  which  the  country 
has  been  asked  to  make,  at  moments 
such  as  those  we  passed  through  last 
autunm  and  winter,  there  is  no  limit  to 
the  panic   expenditure    into   which  we 
might  have  been  forced.    I  will  say  no 
more   on  that  subject  at  present,  as  I 
understand  it  is  to  be  raised  again  in 
the  course  of  subsequent  discussions. 

The  right  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Haddingtonshire  expressed  his  desire 
that  we  should  arrive  at  some  more 
accurate  and  scientific  determination  of 
the  actual  incidence  of  taxation  upon 
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different  classes  or  individuals  in  the 
community.  That  was  the  very  first 
thought  that  occurred  to  me  when  I 
entered  upon  office.  I  have  taken  a 
good  deal  of  pains  to  obtain  information 
on  the  subject,  but  I  will  tell  the  Com- 
mittee frankly  that  every  calculation  I 
have  made  or  seen  I  am  advised  by  those 
most  competent  to  advise  me  is  a  matter 
of  pure  speculation  on  which  I  should 
be  unwise  to  base  any  arguments  or 
conclusions.  I  do  not  say  I  have  finished 
my  inquiries,  and  I  can  promise  that 
the  subject  shall  not  escape  my  atten- 
tion. The  burden  of  the  debate  has 
been,  after  all,  not  a  criticism  upon 
the  particular  proposals  of  the  Budget, 
but  an  attack-  on  the  alleged  extrava- 
gance of  the  Government,  and  a  de- 
mand that  there  should  be  greater 
economy  in  the  future.  I  deny  the  ex- 
travagance. The  Government  have  spent 
largely,  but  we  have  spent  on  purposes 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  country. 
We  have  got  value  for  the  money 
and  as  long  as  that  is  the  case  we  can- 
not be  fairly  accused  of  extravagance. 
I  do  not  profess  to  hope  that  there  can 
be  any  great  reductions  in  the  Navy 
Estimates,  but  I  do  hope  that  the  great 
exertions  we  have  made  in  recent  years 
in  meeting  not  only  current  liabilities, 
1  ut  the  deficit  we  inherited,  have  placed 
the  country  in  such  a  position  of  naval 
strength,  that  the  Navy  Estimates  will 
not  grow  in  the  next  few  years  as  they 
have  done  in  the  past.  And  I  also  hope 
that  by  modifying  and  improving  the 
Army  system,  which  has  been  the  ac- 
cepted Army  system  for  thirty  years  past 
of  both  Parties  in  the  country,  the 
Secretary  for  War,  in  particular,  may 
obtain  a  more  efficient  Army  and  yet 
make  some  reduction  in  our  great  mili- 
tary expenditure.  But  if  there  is  to  be  a 
real  economy  there  must  be  some  change 
in  the  House  itself,  and  that  change  must 
be  as  marked  on  the  Benches  opposite  as 
on  the  Benches  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
Hon.  Members  come  forward  with  a  cheap 
and  easy  cry  against  large  expenditure 
when  the  bill  has  to  be  paid,  but  how 
much  support  can  I  count  upon  from  any 
hon.  Members  opposite  in  resisting  any  i 
popular  demand  for  increased  expen- 
diture ? 

Mr.  AusUn  Chamberlain, 


Mr.    McCRAE: 
tunitv. 


Give   us  the  oppor- 


*Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  Hon. 
Members  have  enjoyed  the  opportunity 
often  enough,  and  what  did  tiiey  do! 
Some  of  them  stayed  at  home ;  some  of 
them  walked  out;  and  the  rest  went 
into  the  lobby  in  faivour  of  increased 
expenditure  and  justified  it  to  their 
consciences  and  constituents  by  the  state- 
ment that  they  wer^  voting  against  a 
Government  in  whicn  they  had  no 
confidence..  That  p  an  easy  way  of 
treating  the  difficulty;  but  it  is  idle  to 
talk  of  economy  as  long  as  that  irrespon- 
sible feeling  exists  among  many  hem.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  ought 
to  have  some  responsibility  because  they 
profess  to  have  a  real  knowledge  and 
appreciation  of  the  difficulties  which  con- 
front the  Government.  I  am  afraid  that 
I  have  adopted  a  more  controversial 
tone  than  I  had  intended.  But  amid 
interruptions  I  find  a  little  difficulty  in 
restraining  myself  within  those  limits  of 
moderation  and  calmness  which  I  laid 
down  for  my  guidance  when  meditating 
my  remarks.  I  conclude  as  I  began,  by 
expressing  my  genuine  thanks  to  the 
Committee  for  the  kindness  they  have 
shown  to  me,  and  with  an  appeal  to  hon. 
Members  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  this 
Resolution,  which  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  take  this  evening.  I  must 
also  take  the  Resolution  as  to  the  changes 
in  the  tobacco  duties.  The  only  result 
of  not  passing  the  Resolutions  would  be 
that  certain  Gentlemen  would  be  enabled 
to  procure  goods  to  a  considerable  extent 
to-morrow,  and  that  is  in  the  interest 
neither  of  the  public  nor  of  the  trade 
generally .  I  hope,  therefore,  those  Resola* 
tions  wUi  be  passed  to-night,  and  I  shall 
not  then  ask  the  Committee  to  proceed 
further. 

Sib  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
said  that  what  was  wanted  was  not  so 
much  a  change  in  the  Committee  or  in  the 
House  as  a  change  in  the  spirit  which 
had  animated  the  Government  towards 
foreign  and  colonial  afiaics  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years.  Throughout  the 
debate,  with  the  exception  of  a  remark 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
hardly  a  reference  had  been  made  to  the 
main    cause   of   the    present    financial 
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^diffionhdes.     As    the   Chancellor  of  the 
Exoheqaer  had  stated,  the  military  ex- 
penditure had  been  practically  dictated 
by  the  late  war.     Whether  that  war  was 
xight  or  wrong,   it  was  at  the  bottom  of 
the  present  difficulties,  and  it  was  only 
Teasonable  that  the  House  of  Commons 
should  recognise  the    fact.    Without  a 
•complete  change  in  the    spirit    which 
forooght  about  that  calamity,  and  similar 
•calamities  on  a  smaller  scale,  there  was  i 
little  prospect  of  economy  in  the  future,  i 
on  the  part  either  of  the  present  or  of ' 
Any  Government. 

Mb.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  said  the 
answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
with  regard  to  the  deficit  of  ^1,500,000  ' 
left  over  from  last  year  was  extremely 
imsatis&ictory,  and  he  hoped  the 
Oiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  even 
now  give  the  matter  farther  consider- 
4ktion.  The  question  he  desired  to 
mention  had  reference  to  the  tea  duty.  ! 
If  they  merely  voted  against  the 
Resolution  which  had  been  put  from  the 
Chair,  it  would  seem  as  if  they  were 
obstructing  the  general  Budget; 
whereas  what  they  wanted  to 
do  was  something  quite  different.  ; 
They  wanted  to  take  a  clean  issue  with  i 
Tegard  to  the  proposed  increase  in  that 
duty.  He  would  therefore  move  an 
Amendment  to  substitute  "  sixpence  "  for 
**eightpence"  in  the  Resolution.  The 
effect  of  this  Amendment  would  be  that 
the  tea  duty  would  continue  to  be  levied 
at  sixpence.  He  was  amused  at  the  light 
way  in  which  this  matter  had  been  treated 
by  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol.  With  regard  to  this 
duty  he  might  say  that  they  had  had  a 
good  deal  of  experience  of  the  kicking 
•downstairs  treatment  when  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  himself  was  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  he  was  sorry  that  he  had 
not  adopted  milder  ways  in  dealing  with 
people.  He  wished  the  Committee  to  con- 
sider how  the  tea  growers  were  being 
^treated.  The  right  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  said  that  tea  was 
not  a  raw  material,  but  to  India  and  Ceylon 
tea  was  practically  a  raw  material  for  it 
was  the  most  important  product  of  those 
coontries.  Probably  the  Committee  did 
not  realise  the  difference  to  those  countries 


between  a  sixpenny  and  an  eightpenny  tea 
duty.  The  sixpenny  duty  on  tea  was 
carried  in  the  year  1863  and  it  continued 
to  1899  when  it  was  reduced  to  fourpence. 
In  the  year  1863  all  the  tea  used  in  the 
country  was  sent  from  a  foreign  nation, 
but  since  then  tea  had  become  a  great 
British  product  and  they  were  not  only 
supplying  the  English-speaking  people 
with  tea  at  the  present  time,  but  their  tea 
growers  produced  80,000,000ibs.  a  year 
for  export  to  other  countries.  This  duty 
would  strike  a  deadly  blow  at  an  im- 
portant British  industry  which  was  now 
suffering  under  very  great  ^disabilities. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ought  to  consider  these  tea  growers, 
who  had  already  pointed  out  to  him  that 
the  consumption  of  tea  was  kept  under  a 
heavy  disability  by  the  6d.  duty.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
find  it  a  pleasant  thing  to  tell  the  tea' 
growers  that  the  country  was  saturated 
with  tea,  and  that  it  did  not  matter  what 
it  did  to  them.  It  was  practically  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  suggested  with  the 
idea  of  punishing  India.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  like  the  attitude  of  India 
with  regard  to  tariff  reform  because  they 
were  too  much  free-trade  for  him,  and 
consequently  he  was  going  to  put  a  tax 
upon  their  tea.  The  tea  growers  ought  to 
be  considered  in  this  matter  and  so  ought 
the  wants  of  their  own  people.  The  people 
of  this  country  might  be  saturated  with 
tea,  but  what  was  the  reason  ?  They  could 
not  afford  more  expensive  drinks.  It  was 
the  poor  who  took  tea,  and  yet  this  article 
of  consumption  was  to  be  treated  worse 
than  any  other  article.  The  duty  on  tea 
had  been  doubled,  for  it  used  to  be  4d. 
and  now  it  was  8d.  The  Oovernment  did 
not  propose  to  double  the  duty  03 
beer,  and  why  did  they  not  increase  the 
beer  and  spirit  duty  in  something  like  ths 
same  proportion  as  they  had  done  the  tea 
duty  ?  Why  not  double  the  beer  duty  be- 
fore they  doubled  the  tea  duty?  The 
Oovernment  had  punished  India,  and 
now  were  going  to  punish  the  tem- 
perance people  too.  To-morrow  the 
process  would  be  carried  a  step  further 
when  they  were  considering  their  friends 
the  publicans  and  the  brewers.  Tea  was 
not  the  first  article  but  the  very  last  upon 
which  a  heavy  burden  of  this  kind  should 
be  laid.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
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had  received  many  compUmentsthateven- 
ing,  but  he  assured  the  right  hon.  Gleiitle- 
man  that  his  path  would  not  be  easier  as 
this  Budget  went  on,  and  he  warned  him 
not  to  take  those  compliments  too  seriously 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  him 
to  be  like  a  man  who  had  sat  down  on  a 
wasps'  nest.  He  would  have  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  with  tea  and  tobacco  before 
the  Budget  was  finished  with.  He 
begged  to  move  his  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  line  5»  to  leave  out  the  words  '  Eiffht 
pence,*  and  ineertj  the  words  *  Sixpence.*  — 
(Iff.  Lough,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
'  Eight  pence '  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Resolution." 

'     Mb.  J.  CHAMBERIaAIN  (Birmingham,  j 
W.) :  The  hon  Member  has  chosen  rather 
unexpectedly  to  take  a  division  upon  an 
Amendment  to   this  Resolution,  and  I 
should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  upon 


thnt  in  his  opinion  the  iucieased 
duty  on  tea  will  most  materially 
injure  them.  It  is  not  the  consumer 
here  in  the  first  instance  who  is  c<m- 
cemed,  but  the  producer  there.  It  is 
the  external  producer  who  is  injured  by 
a  duty  placed  upon  the  importation  of 
an  article  into  this  country.  I  accept 
the  theory  of  my  hon.  friend,  my  coad- 
jutor in  the  future,  and  I  assure  him 
that  I  share  the  anxiety  which  he  feels. 
I  am  most  anxious  that  no  injustice 
should  be  done  to  the  Colonies  or  the 
dependencies  of  the  Empire.  But  surely 
in  these  circumstances  the  minimum 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
moved  should  have  been  a  preference 
Amendment. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  leave  that  to  you. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  That  shows  a 
lack  of  courage  on  the  part  of  my  hon. 
friend.  My  hon.  friend  is  perfectly  well 
aware  that  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 


that  Amendment,  although  I  will  detain  i  have  put  forward  certain  views,  which 


the  Committee  for  only  a  short  time.  I 
listen  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction to  everything  which  falls  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington  on  a 
^nancial  subject,  especially  if  that  finan- 
cial subject  has  anything  to  do  with  tea. 
But  to-night,  Sir,  I  have  listened  with 
greater  pleasure  even  than  ordinarily, 
because  what  he  has  said  affects  not 
merely  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee, but  also  certain  other  controver- 
sies in  which  I  have  taken  great  personal 
interest.  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  a  mistake  and  that 
he  has  moved  unwittingly  a  difEerent 
Amendment  from  that  which  he  ought  to 
have  moved  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
objects  he  has  in  view.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  this'  occasion,  as  on  all  other 
occasions,  is  disinterested.  He  does 
not  speak  for  himself;  he  does  not 
speak  for  his  constituency ;  he  does  not 
speak  even  for  his  country.  He  speaks  i 
for  what  he  calls  two  great  Colonies.  Sir,  \ 
he  and  I  are  in  the  same  boat.  I  have  ' 
been  speaking  for  the  Colonies  for  a  good  i 
number  of  years,  and  I  rejoice  to  find  that  | 
I  am  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  speaks  for  these  two  | 
great  dependencies,  and  he  asserts  | 
Mr.  Lough. 


have    been  contemptuously  rejected   on 
'  the  other  side — [Several  Hon.  Mbhbebs  : 
I  And  on  your  own  side] — for  discussion 
and    consideration,  and  not  altogether 
without    some     sucess.       But    I    have 
distinctly    declared      from     the     very 
I  beginning  that  I  have  no  intention  what- 
ever of  bringing  them  forward  as  practical 
subjects  for  the    consideration    of    the 
I  present  Parliament.      But,    although   I 
should  be  guilty  of  almost  a  breach  of 
faith  if  I  were  to  introduce  a  subject  of 
that  kind  into  the  House  at  the  present 
time,  no  such  limitation  applies  to  my 
hon.  friend,  and  I  say,  according  to  the 
theory    which    he     has     so     admirably 
developed    to    the    House,    he,   as  the 
saviour  of  the  two  Colonies  of  India  and 
Ceylon,    ought    to    have    proposed    aa 
Amendment  not  to  reduce  the  taxation 
of  tea,  but  to  give  a  preference  to  those 
Colonies  upon  the  tea  which  they  supplied* 
In   that   case   the    growers    for   whom 
he    is   so    deeply    moved,    and    whose 
condition     he      has       represented      in 
such  affecting  terms,  would  have  been 
infinitely  indebted  to  him.     No  doabt 
they,  on  their  part,  would  have  been 
willing  to  make  some  reciprocal  conoee* 
sion. 
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for  which  I 
am  indebted  to  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Islington  and  in  which  I 
find  myself  in  entire  agreement  with  him. 
But  there  is  another  point.  There  is 
almost  always,  I  observe,  a  slight  incon- 
aidtency  in  the  argument  of  those  who 
call  themselves  free-traders.  They  always 
want  to  eat  their  loaf  and  have  it.  They 
always  want  to  represent  that  their  scheme 
benefits  inconsistently  all  classes  of 
people,  and  that  oui  scheme  injures 
inconsistently  all  cUsses  of  people. 
Bnt  what  does  the  hon.  Qentleman  say 
to-night  ?  He  says  the  proposal  of  the 
Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  to  ruin 
the  producers  in  Tndia  and  Ceylon, 
because  the  whole  effect  of  the  duty  is  to 
fall  upon  them.  He  said  it  would  be  a 
deadly  blow.  That  is  the  first  thing; 
that  is  the  speech  for  the  big  meeting. 
Then  comes  the  speech  to  the  overflow, 
which,  as  we  know,  is  always  entirely 
inconsistent,  and  the  speech  to  the  over- 


TiON  cries  of  **  Divide, "  and  Minis- 
terial cries  of  "  Order "],  a  person  of 
great  financial  authority  in  the  Liberal 
Party,  the  Member  for  West  Islingtou, 
in  accord  with  me  in  thinking  that  the 
cost  of  tea  is  of  as  much  importance  as 
the  cost  of  any  other  article.  We  have 
gained  something  incidentally  from  the 
dicussion  of  this  matter,  and,  although  I 
shall  vote  against  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  (Gentleman,  I  can  aasure  him  I  shall 
give  the  greatest  consideration  to  the 
arguments  by  which  he  supported  it. 

♦Mr.ITHBODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire,  Radcliffe)  said  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  did 
not  often  suffer  from  want  of  imagina- 
tion, but  on  the  present  occasion  he 
had  quite  excelled  himself  in  throwing 
at  the  advocates  of  free  trade  the  very 
charge  they  so  often  made  against  him. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
had     told     them    that    the    consumer 


flow  is  that  this  increase  in  the  duty !  of  tea  in  this  country  and  its  producer 

which  is  to  ruin  the  producer  in  India  '  in  India  were  both  to  be  injured  by  one 

J    />!__!  __       1..-  V    .^     ^      _i_  :•     t      operation,   whereupon    the    right    ^ 


and  Ceylon,  which  it  can  only  do  by 
reducing  the  price  which  he  obtains  for 
his  production  is  abo  a  deadly 
blow  at  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  who 
consume  tea  as  an  article  of  food,  to 
whom  it  is  of  more  importance  than 
anything  else.  Again  I  am  interested, 
amused,  delighted  at  the  support 
which  is  being  afforded  to  certain 
theories  of  mine  upon  the  subject  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Islington.  I  am 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House  when  I 
say  that  in  pursuing  the  discussion    to 


would  be  some  compensation  to  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  if  a  reduction  was  made 
in  the  cost  of  tea  for  any  increase  they 
might  have  to  pay  on  some  other  article. 
In  making  that  statement  I  was  scornf  ulK 
entreated  by  the  friends  of  the  hon. 
(Gentleman.  But  no  longer  can  that  be 
the  case.  The  next  time  it  is  said  : — 
•*  Oh,  you  are  insulting  the  poor  when 
you  propose  to  reduce  the  price  of  tea. 
Babies  are  not  fed  upon  tea."  [Opposi- 
tion cries  of  "  Oh, "  and  cheers.]  **  The 
loa^  and  the  loaf  alone,  is  the  staff  of 


the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sought  to  make  it  appear 
that  because  the  producer  would  lose, 
the  consumer  would  be  saved  that  loss. 
He  thought  the  theory  that  had  been 
put  forward  in  such  a  bold  and  broad 
manner  should  be  answered  at  once. 
The  consumer  by  the  extra  charge  he 
had  to  pay  for  his  article  would  reduce 
his  consumption  of  it,  not  only  to  his 
own  disadvantage,  but  to  that  of  the 
producer  also.     It  did  not  follow  at  all 


which  I  have  referred  I  suggested  that  it    that  the  producer  in  India  and  Ceylon 


could  reduce  his  price,  bub  if  he  did  it 
would  only  be  temporarily,  until  the 
checking  of  tea  production  made  it 
remunerative  again.  The  mere  fact  of  the 
annual  consumption  being  restricted  by 
this  tax  was  a  permanent  injury  to  the 
producer,  without  any  corresponding 
gain  to  the  consumer.  As  a  result  of 
this  addition  to  the  tea  duty  not  only 
would  consumers  have  to  pay  the  whole 
of  it,  but  our  Eastern  tea  producing 
dependencies  would  suffer  from  diminished 
trade.    Let  the  House  remember  too  the 


Kfe."    When  that  is  said  in  the  future 
shaU  be  able  to  say,  "  No,  "  for  I  find  a 
person  of  great  authority  [some  Opposi- 


1 1  extent  of  this  duty.  On  a  large  part  of 
I  our  tea  consumption  it  was  already  an 
I  ad  vdorem  tax  of  75  per  cent,  and  this 
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extra  2d.  would  make  it  100  per  cent. 

WaB   it   right  to  impose  a  tax   of  this 

magnitude  proportionately  injurious  to  ;      The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes, 

both  consumer  and  producer  ?  !  Noes,  193.     (Division  List  No.  84.) 
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Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-For8ter,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Anbrey-Fletcher,  Rt.  Hn.Sir  H 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  €»eorge  Alexander 
Balcaires,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  ^.J.(ManchV 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T.  ^ 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AUen  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Ck)lonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  -Arthur  Griffith 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Lt..Ck)l.H.F(Middlesex 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brown,  Sir  Alex.  H.  (Shropsh.) 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Mapor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.A(Worc 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  CJaptain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colorab,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  C.  R. 
Colston,  Cbas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Chas.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dairy m pie,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Da  vies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 

Mr.  Theodore  Taylor. 


AYES. 

Dimsdale,  Rt.  Hn.Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Ck>ningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnE 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fergusson,  Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Manch 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocldehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbajtk,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.  F.  Ormsby-(Linc. 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.(Shrew8bury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs.) 
GrenfeU,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hambro,  (Carles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHn  LordG(Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marq  of(L'nd'nderry 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  CJlaude  George 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,  N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Staflford,W 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hope,  J.F.(Shefl5eld,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hosier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hutton.  John  (Yorks.,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 


Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Mertosk 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sasaexy 
Kennaway,  Rt.Hn.Sir  John  H» 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wnu 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Sir  Jos.  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liyerpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.B.> 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gbwer,  Frederick  N  .8 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -CoL  A.  R- 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (BristoU  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eakdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkmian 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.(Portemoatb 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  Cliarlee  (Liverpool) 
M^Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Mlver,Sir  Lewi8(£dinbiii]riiW. 
M*Killop,  James  (Stiriingimire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,Rt.HnSir  H.£(Wigt'n 
Middlemore,  Jn.  ThrogmortoD 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mibier,Rt.Hn.Sir  Fre<feriok  G. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagl^N.) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventrr) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdegate,  IVancis  A.  N. 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,  Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  0. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Colonel  RiohardJ 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederiok 
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Plnmmer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Franoia  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Qeom 
Pryoe-JcMieB,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  a  Guy 
Randies,  John  8. 
Ratdiff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  Jamee  (Qreenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  Qeorge 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.'W.(Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Cha8  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Haokney) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rothschild.  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royda,  Clement  Molyneuz 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  CoL  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Scott^  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lmcoln) 


{19  April  1904} 

Seely,  Maj.J.£.B.(Isleof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  H^iry 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford  East) 
Smith,  H.C(NOTth'mb.Tyneside 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.(Somer8et 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Sten  art,  Sir  Mark  J.  M^Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G(Oxf'dUniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
I  Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
I  Tuff,  Charles 
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Tufnell,  Deut-CoL  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walker,  Col.  wSliam  Hall 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Lt.-Col.A.C.E(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E.(Nott6. 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton  und.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.  £.B.(Bath 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightscm,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W.  H. 
I  Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

,  Tbllibs  fob  the  Ayes— Sir 

I      Alexander   Acland   -   Hood 

and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowee. 


Abraham,  William  (Ck>rk,  N. 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Charles  P. 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair  , 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herb.  Henry 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Barlow,  John  Emmott  ! 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire)    ; 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  H^iry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  £.  Haviland 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

CaldweU,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

CSiurchill,  Winston  Spencer 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Oean,  Eugene 

C^mer,  William  Randal 

Oooks,  William 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Chas.  ^msay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemees-sh. 


NOES. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of^j 

Ellis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwiok,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hammond,  John 

Haroourt,  Lewis  V.(Rossendale 

Harcourt,RtHn.Sir  W(Monm't 

Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 

Harwood,  Qeorge 

Havden,  John  Patrick 

Heune,  Nerval  Watson 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Joicey,   Sir  James 

Jones,  William(Camarvonshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 


Joyce  Michael 

Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
I  Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
I  Leamy,  Edmund 
,  Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
I  Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
I  Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Logan,  John  William 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lyell,  (Carles  Henry 
;  Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M*Crae,  George 
I  M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
I  M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North)P] 
I  M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
I  Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
i  Momton,  John  Fletcher 
!  Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans  U 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
•  O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 
;  O'Malley,  WiUiam 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shee,  James  John  j 
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Parpott,  William 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paultcno,  James  Mellor 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert    John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond  JohnE.(Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Reid,  Sir  R.  Threshie(  Dumfries 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

I^igg*  Richard 

RoMrts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Rimciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Qeveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whiteohapel) 

Schwann,  Charles  £. 


{COMMONS} 

Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charlee  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Sheehy,  Darid 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(Northant8 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Straohey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  K 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Thomas,  J.  A(Glamorgan,Gk)  wer 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R) 
Tomkinson,  James 
Toulmin,  Cieorge 
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Trevelyan,  CSiarlet  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Laww>n  (Leeds,  8.) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (C!laokmannaii) 
Wason,  Jn.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.R-) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk,Mid. 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.> 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.T(Huddenrd 
Young,  Samuel 

Tbllibs  fob  thb  Nobs— Mr. 
Herbert  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
William  M* Arthur. 


Main  (^estion  put. 


The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,   269j 
Noes,  188.    (Division  List  No.  85.) 


Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel  ' 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell       \ 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O 
Arrol,  Sir  William  \ 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John  ' 

Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.Hn.Sir  H. 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth)         i 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  G^rge  Alexander  | 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) ' 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (CSiristoh.  I 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George  ! 
Bartley,  Sir  Gteortre  C.  T.  I 

Bathurst,  Hon.  Auen  Benjamin  ' 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Beokitt,  Ernest  William 
Bignold,  Arthur  i 

Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry  > 

Bond,  Edward 

Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith  ' 

Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Lt.-CoLH.F(Midd]e8ex 
Brodriok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen         \ 
Brown,  Sir  Alex.  H.  (Shropeh.) 
Bull,  William.  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  G^rge 
CampbeU,  J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire  , 
Cecil,  Eyel3rn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)    i 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,Rt  Hn.J.A(Worc. 
Chapman,  Edward 


AYES. 

CJlive,  C!aptain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tbos.  H.  A.  E . 
Collinffs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  C.R. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Craig,  Chas.  Curtis  (Antrim,  S.) 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glaseow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charlee 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  John  E. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Efferton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  C^rge  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Manc*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  G^rge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 


:  Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 

i  Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
GkKlson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.COrmBby. (Salop. 
Ctoschen,  Hon.  George  Joaohim 
Ctoulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  HenryRobert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D. (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambik) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 

'  Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hanulton,RtHn.LordG(Midd'x 

,  Hamilton,Marq  of(L*nd'nden7 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.Leverton  (Tynem*th) 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Haaley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W. 
Her mon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Brightade 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hosier,  Hn.  James  Henry  CecU 
Uutton,  John  (Yorks.,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 

.  JeflPreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  FVed. 
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Jenel,  Captain  Herbert  Morton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Snssex) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  JohnH. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laorie,  Lient.-Qeneral 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow. 
Lawrenoe,  Sir  Jos.  (Monmouth) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  J.  Grant  (Torks.,  N.R) 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  OoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
LleweDyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lient-GoL  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
LowthOT,  O.  (Camb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
LQoas,ReginaldJ.(Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona,  John^Gamming 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
MaooQoohie,  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M^Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Iver,8ir  Lewis(EdinburglW. 
M'Killop,  Jaroes  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
MaJcolm,  Ian 

Martin,  Richard  }iiddulph 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  IVancis  Bingham 
Milner,  Rt.Hn.8ir  Frederick  G. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,N.) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  £L  Aylmer 


{19  April  1904} 

Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henrv 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebeneser 
Peel,  Hn.Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higg^,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
RatcU£P,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  G^rge 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(Staly bridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneuz 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liveq)ool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Sandys,  Lt.-CoL  Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,  Maj.J.E.B.(Isleof  Wight 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
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Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,East 
Smith.  HC(North'mb.Tyneside 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Edward  JaH.( Somerset 
Stanlev,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  JohnM. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  CSiarles  Hedley  y] 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester)  ' 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.(5(0xfdUniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Tozteth) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henrv  James 
Tuff,  Charles 

Tufnell,  Lieut.-Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walker,  CoL  WflUam  HaU 
Walrond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  WUliam  H 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Lt.-CoLA.C.E(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E.(Nott«. 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton  und.L3me 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Arolubald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.  £.R.(Bath 
Worsley- Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W.  ft. 
Terburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

TiLLBBS    FOR    THE    AtBS— Sir 

Alexander  Acland    •    Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Charles  P. 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herb.  Henry 

Atheriey-Jon^s,  L. 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire     ^ 

Black,  Alexander  William         * 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling  ; 

Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 

^ngg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  Ge<^e  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Brunner,  S|i|john  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchunan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Caldwell,  James 

CampbeU,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 


NOES. 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Carvill,  Patrick  €^.  Hamilton 

Okuston,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Churchill,  Winston  Spencer 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Cullinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 

Delany,  ^^lliam 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny   N.) 

Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-sh. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 


,  Edwards,  Frank 
j  Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  John  Edward  (Xotts.) 
I  Emmott,  Alfred 
!  Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
I  Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
I  Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 
i  FuUer,  J.  M.  F. 
,  Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herb.  John 
I  Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

I  Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
I  Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
'  Hammond,  John 
'  Harcourt,  Lewis  V.(Ros&endald 
!  Harwood,  George 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 
!  Helme,  Nerval  Watsoo 
:  Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
,  Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
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Holland,  Sir  William  Hen^ 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphre3r8,Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutoidnson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearlev,  Hudson  £. 
Kilbriae,  Denis 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
MaoNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M*Crae,  George 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
-  McLaren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamiii 
Mansfield,  Horace  RendtJl 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Uoyd  (Carmarthen) 
Murphy,  John 


{COMMONS} 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O' Kelly,  Jas.  (Rosconmion,  N.) 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Parrott,  William 

Partington,  Oswald 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 

Reid,  Sir  R.  Threshie(  Dumfries 

Riokett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapeil) 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 

Shackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 
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Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Smith,  Jamuel  (Flint) 
Soares,  Elmest  J. 
Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(Northants 
Stevenson,  Francis  8. 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  a  (Radcliffe) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  £. 
Thomas,David  Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thoma8,J  A(Glamorgan,Gower 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R. 
Tomldnson,  James 
Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laiurence  Ambrose 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warner,  Thomas  Gourtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 
Wason,  Jn.  Cathcart  (Orimey) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Fred.  W. (Norfolk, Mid. 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Woodhou8e,Sir  J.T(Huddenf  d 
Young,  Samuel 

Tbllbbs  roB  THB  Noss — Sir 
Thomas  Esmonds  and  Cap- 
tain Donelan. 


CUSTOMS— TOBACCO. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  the  duties  of  Customs  payable 
under  section  one  of  The  Finance  Act, 
1898,  on  manufactured  tobacco  shall,  on 
and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  April, 
nineteen  hundred  and  four,  be  increased, 
in  the  case  of  cigars,  by  six  pence  per 
pound,  and  in  the  case  of  cigarettes  by 
one  shilling  per  pound,  and  the  duties 
payable  under  the  same  section  on  un- 
manufactured tobacco  shall,  on  and  after 
the  same  date,  be  increased,  in  the  case 
of  stripped  tobacco,  by  three  pence  per 
per  pound": — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheqtier.) 


Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  asked 
whether  he  would  be  in  order  to  move 
the  omission  of  that  part  of  the  Resolu- 
tion which  referred  only  to  the  increased 
tax  on  unmanufactured  tobacco,  not 
touching  that  part  referring  to  cigars  and 
cigarette?. 

The  chairman  said  it  was  quite 
open  to  1  he  hon.  Member  to  do  so. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''In  line  5,  to  leave  out  from  the  woid 
'pound*  to  the  end  of  the  proposed  Resolution.'* 
--{Mr  Broadhurst.) 

Question  put,  **  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  ^the 
proposed  Resolution/' 
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Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forater,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Bt.Hn.  Sir  H 
Bailey,  Jamee  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarre?,  Lori 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.(M»nch'r 
Balfour  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Ghristch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Mich.  Hioks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boeoawen,  Arthur  GrifiSth 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Boll,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutte,  W. 
Batcher,  John  G^rge 
Campbell,  J.  H.M.  (Dublin  Univ. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H 
Cantley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.CW.  (Derbyshire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Chamberlam,  Rt.  Hn.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.J.A(Worc. 
Chapman,  Edward 
CUve,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CollingSy'Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Rt.Hn.Sir  John  C.  R. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole  | 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  | 

Cremer,  William  Randal  ! 

Ooss,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile      I 
Cust,^^Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles  j 

Davenport,  WiUiam  Bromley    ' 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel  I 

DickinBon,  Robert  Edmond       | 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott  | 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield-    I 
Dimsdale,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  Joseph  C.  : 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph         I 
Dorington,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  E. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxirord,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Faidell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fergus8on,Rt.Hn.Sir  J(Mano'r 
flelden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 


AYES. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzCkirald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  .^hur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 

Gordon,  Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Naim) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.C.Orn:sby.(Salop 
Ck>schen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D. (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs.) 
GrenfeU,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,RtHn  Lord(^Midd'x 
Hamilton,Marq  of  (Londonderry 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tvnem'th 
Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.  R.  (Dulwich 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  C^rge 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hai^ey) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W. 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 

Hosier,  Hn.  James  Henrv  Cecil 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Olaverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  (3aptain  Herbert  Merton 
Kennaway,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
LawBon,  J.  Grant  (Yorks.,  N.R 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S. 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Fronds  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  F>skdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J. (Portsmouth 
Lvttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
jliuicdona,  John  Cumming 


Kaolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maoonochie,  A.  W. 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Iver,  Sir  Lewi8(EdiQburffhW 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  lUchard  Biddulph 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Frederick  Q. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,N.> 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hn. J.Scott  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  Williain  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury^ 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,  Hn.  Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
P^,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Ratcliflf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharaon 
Renwick,  G^rge 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(Stalybridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal^Green 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneuz 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
SackviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebonc^W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T.  ,  ' 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas  ^'^ 

Sloan,  Thomas  Henry  <^  %:\ 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,Ea8t) 
Smith,H  C(North*mb.Tyneside 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward  s^ 

Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.(Somerse 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon._Lord^(Lano 
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Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  MTagaart 
Stirimg-Maxwell,  Sir  JohnM.    I 
Stock,  James  Henry  ' 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stratt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  £.  (Chiohester) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G<OxfdUniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Tozteth) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tuff,  Charles 


{COMMONS } 

Valentia,  Visoonnt 
Walker,  Col.  William  HaU 
Wabrond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  WilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  a  E. 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  O.E.(NottB. 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton  nndLyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehoose,  Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
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Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  CoL  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Eobc^  Armstrong 

TSLLSRS  rOB  THB  Atb8 — Sir 
Alexander  Acland  •  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  FeUowes. 


NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Charles  P. 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gaii 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.  (Eidnburgh) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.y 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Cullinan,  J. 

Dahdel,  James  Henry 

Daries,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings  | 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F.    < 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Godd£^,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton  i 

Hammond,  John 

Haicourt,  Lewis  V.(RossendaIe 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Helme,  Xorval  Watson 


Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.Charles  Fredk. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Langley,  Batty 

LawBon,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lough,  Thomas 

Limdon,  W. 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M*Arthur.  WiUiam  (Cornwall) 

M'Crae,  George 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

K'Kenna,  Reginald 

M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

McLaren,  Sir  Charies  Benjamin 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary.  N.) 

O' Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 

O'Malley,  WilUam 

O'Mara,  James 

O'Shee,  James  John 

Parrott,  William 


Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford^ 

Redmond,  William  (Qare) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

RoSion,  William  Snowdon 

Rose.  Charles  Day 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 

Seely,  Maj,  J.E.B.(l8le  of  Wight 
I  Shackleton,  David  James 
I  Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
I  Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
•  Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 

Slack,  John  Bamf  ord 

Scares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,Rt.  Hn.C.R(Northaat8 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Tennant,  Harold  John 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,£.) 

Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 

Thomas,  J.A(Glamorgan«(jk>wer 

Tomkinson,  James 

Toulmin,  Cleorge 
j  Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
I  Ure,  Alexander 
I  Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 

"White,  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Wilson,  Fred.  W.(Norfolk,Mid. 

Wilson.  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 

Woodhou8e,Sir  J.T(Hudder8f  d 

Young  Samuel 

TbLLBBS  fob   THB   ^OBS — Mr. 

Broadhurst  and  ^fr.  Flavin 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Qare, 
E.)  said  that  this  tax  was  one  in  which 
he^had  always  taken  considerable  inteiest, 
and  in  regard  to  which  he  ha^  year  a  ter 
^ear  made  representations  to  the  right 


hon.  (Gentleman's  predecessors  in  office. 
The  present  proposal  was,  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  identical  with  a  suggestion 
which  he  made  on  26th  March,  1900,  as 
recorded  in  Hansard,  Possibly  that  was 
the  source  from  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  derived  his  inspiration,  but  at 
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that  time  the  suggestion  was  received 
with  derision.  So  far  as  the  present  pro- 
pasal  went  it  was  a  good  one,  but  it 
ought  to  have  been  accompanied  by  a 
remission  of  duty  on  the  ordinary  com- 
mon tobacco  used  by  the  masses  of  the 
people.  He  would  have  been  in  favour 
of  imposing  all  the  taxation  necessary  on 
the  expensive  forms  of  tobacco  used  by 
the  wealthy  people  who  were  able  to  bear 
the  additional  impost  without  feeling  the 
burden.  He  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  consider  whether  he  could 
not  make  some  reduction  in  the  tax 
upon  the  tobacco  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  and  increase  the  tax 
upon  the  expensive  forms  of  tobacco 
used  by  the  wealthy  people.  By  doing 
that  he  would  meet  the  views  of  many 
hon.  Members  upon  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House.  If  he  did  not  do  so,  he 
did  not  see  how  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  expect  his  proposals  to  be 
acquiesced  in  by  hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
land. The  tobacco  tax  fell  heavily  upon 
the  people  of  Ireland,  where  they  had  a 
good  many  tobacco  manufacturers,  and 
they  would  be  severely  hit  by  this  pro- 
posal to  tax  the  common  kind  of 
tobacco.  He  suggested  that  they 
should  be  relieved  at  the  expense  of 
foreign  imported  cigars  and  cigarettes. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
already  gone  some  distance  in  that 
direction,  but  not  far  enough,  and  he 
ought  to  give  some  further  remission  of 
the  duty  on  the  common  kind  of  tobacco 
which  was  used  so  largely  by  the  work- 
ing people  of  this  country  and  also  0| 
Ireland.  He  had  only  intervened  in 
this  debate  to  show  that  occasionally 
he  was  right  in  the  House  of  ^  Commons. 
He  looked  forward  to  the  day  when 
there  would  be  sufficient  tobacco  pro- 


duced in  Ireland  not  only  to  meet  the 
demands  of  Ireland,  but  also  to  a  very 
large  extent  the  requirements  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  When  that  day 
arrived,  he  would  be  in  favour  of  taxing 
even  to  a  greater  degree  foreign  imported 
tobacco.  The  Ooveroment  had  promised 
to  encourage  tobacco  growing  by  offering 
a  remission  of  the  tax  on  tobacco  grown 
in  Ireland  for  the  next  five  years,  and 
that  was  very  good  so  far  as  it  went. 
He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  give  further  consideration  to  the 
suggestions  and  speeches  he  had  made 
from  time  to  time  on  this  subject.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  became  more  familiar  with 
the  tax  on  tobacco  he  would  see  more 
clearly  the  j  ustice  of  the  position  he  had 
taken  upland  insist  upon  following  up  in 
a  more  Uberal  manner  the  suggestions 
which  he^had]made  from  time  to  time. 

Sir  BRAMPTONj  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
N.)  asked  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer intended  to  put  a  corresponding 
Excise  duty  upon  home-made  cigarettes, 
because  they  were  those  nasty  things 
which  little  boys  smoked,  and  this  was  a 
practice  which  he  was  sure  all  Members 
of  the  House  would  like  to  see  stopped. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  proposed  to  treat  the  additional  duty 
on  imported  cigarettes  .  exaotiy  as  the 
additional  duty  on  imported  cigars  was 
treated  by  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  He  did  not 
propose  to  put  any  [further  duty  on 
cigarettes  manufactured  in  this  country. 
The  tobacco  from  which  they  were  manu. 
factured  had  alreadyj|paid  import  duty. 
The  hon.  Member  for^East  Clare  had 
pointed  out  that  four  J  years  _ago  ;^he 
endeavoured  to  secure  the    adoption  of 
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the  BuggeBtionB  now  made.     Perhaps  if    and  again  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman's 
the  hon.  Member  would  give  him    his    proposals  were  on  the  old  fiscal  lines  and 


continuous    and    loyal    support    for    a 
further  period  of  four  years  he  might  be 


that  there  was  nothing  about  them  in  the 
nature  of  protection.    They  had  now  a 


able  to  follow  him  further  on  the  path  of    distinct  admission   that   in  this  Budget 


reform. 

Mb.  ROBSON  (South  Shields)  said  the 
House  ought  to  make  a  careful  note  of 
the  admission  just  made  by  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman.    It  had  been  said  again 


they  had  for  the  first  time  introduced  a 
I  distinctively  protective  tariff. 

Qu  stion  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  200; 
Noes,  106.     (Division  List  No.  87.) 


AYES. 


i^nson.  Sir  WilKam  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Aniold-For8ter,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  St.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Ck>Ionel  James  Robert 
'Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.(Manch'r 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christoh. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AUen  Benjamin 
Beaoh,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
•Campbell,  J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautlev,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
C:!hamberlain,Rt  Hn.J.A(Worc. 
Chapman,  Edward 
dive.  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
-Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb.  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  C.R. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Com  p ton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cremer,  William  Randal 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Daviee.  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
DickinHon,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dimsdale,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Joseph  C. 

Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain. 


Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Rt.Hn.  Sir  John  E. 
Doughty,  (3eorge 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbaiik,  Sir  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Foi-ster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gordon,  Hn.J.E.( Elgin*' Nairn) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.C.Orm8by.(Salop 
(Joschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs.) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,Marq  of  (Londonderry 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 
Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.  R.  (Dulwich 
Harwood,  George 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  (3eorge 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanlev) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.,  N.R.) 


Jebb,  Sir  Richard  CSaverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Kennaway,  Rt.ELn.  Sir  John  H 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 

Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawson,  J.  Grant  (Yorks.,  N.,R 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson- Grower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  WiUiani 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Reginald  J. (Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
MisMidona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,   A.  W. 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Mlver,Sir  I.ewis( Edinburgh W- 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Milner,  Rt.Hn.Sir  Frederick  G. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,N.) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,  Hu.  Wm.Robert  Wellestey 
Percy,  Earl 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  (rcorge 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
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Pym,  C.  Guy 

Randies,  John  S. 

RatolifT,  R.  F. 

Reid,  James  (Greenock) 

Renwiok,  George 

Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(StaIybridge 

Ritohie,Rt.  Hon.Cha8.  Thomson 

Roberta,  Samuel  (ShefiE^eM) 

RobertBon,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 

Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 

RuBsell,  T.  W- 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 

Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 

SackviUe,  OoL  S.  G-  Stopford 

Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 

Samud,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
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Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Isle  of  Wight 
Sharpe,  \^^lliam  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,Ea8t) 
Smith,H  C(North*mb.Tyneeide 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas. (Somerset 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Stewart.  Sir  Mark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.GKOxf d  Univ. 

NOES. 

Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Joyce,  Michael 

KUbride,  Denis 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lundon,  W. 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 

MacNeill,  John  Groidon  Swift 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Crae,  George 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'KiUop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 

M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 

Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willan? 

O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 

O'Kelly,  Jas.  (Roscommon,  N.) 

O'Malley,  WiUianj 

O'Mara,  Jan^es 

O'Shee,  Jsmes  John 

Parrott,  William 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


at  Lisbum, 
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Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E. 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Charles  P. 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Boland,  John 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Creaa,  Eugene 

Collinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  H^iry 

Davie0,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  WiUiam 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Doogan,  P.  C 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Olwards,  Frank 

Klibank,  Master  of 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Penwick.  Charles 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Freeman- Thomas,  Captain  F. 

Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 

Grant,  Corrie 

Hammond,  John 

Haroourt,  Lewis  V.(Ro88endale 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Heune,  Norval  Watson 

Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 

Resolutions    to    be     reported 
Thursday. 

Committee  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 


1  Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

i  Tuff,  Charles 

;  Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 

I  Walrond,Rt.Hon.SirWilliamH, 

i  Warde,  Cblonel  C.  E. 

,  Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E. (Notts 
Whiteley,  H.(  Ashton  und.Lyne 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Bath 

!  Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 

Tbllebs  fob  thb  Aybs,— Sir 
Alexander  Adand  -  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea.  Russell 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E  '(Waterford) 

Redmond,  WiUiam  (Clare) 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Rose,  Charles  Day 

Runciman,  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (CJleveland) 

Sbackleton,  David  James 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Slack,  John  Bamford 

Soarefi,  Ernest  J. 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 

Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 

Thoma6,J  A(GlamorKan.(jk>wer 

Toulmin,  G^rge 

Ure,  Alexander 

Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannan) 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R  | 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Wilson.  Henn'  J  (York,  W.R.) 

Woodhouse,Sir  J  T(Huddersrd 

Younc,  Samuel 

Tellers  fob  the  Nobs, — Sir 
Thomas  Esmcnde  and  Mr. 
Patrick   CBrien 


upon 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered. 
An  Amendment  made. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


DISTURBANCES  AT  LISBURN. 
On  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
!  the  House, 

Mb.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny, 
N.)  desired  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
a  matter  of  urgent  moment.  It  was  re- 
ported   that    last    night    an    organised 
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Orange  mob  assembled  in  the  town  of  |  Mb.  WYNDHAM  said  he  had  only 
Lisbuin,  county  Antrim,  attacked  seen  a  report  of  last  night's  disturbancea 
the  Catholic  presb3rtery,  smashed  the  in  the  TTesfmin^t^  ffas^fttfybnt  in  reference 
windows  of  Catholic  traders,  and  I  to  Questions  asked  by  the  Member  for 
behaved  in**  a  most  scandalous  fashion    Soutti  Tyrone  he  had  collected  informa- 


towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
He  desired  to  know  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  police  arrangements  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  whether  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  give  some  promise  that  the  police 
would  be  instructed  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  such  disorder,  and  that  ade- 
quate I'protection  would  be  given  to 
peaceful  and  law-abiding  citizens  from 
organised  mobs  of  Onmge  roughs. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fobIRE- 


tion  respecting  the  disturbances  on 
Sunday.  He  had  no  official  information 
on  last  night's  disturbance.  If  the  facts 
were  as  reported  there  had  been  an  un- 
warrantable attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
liberty  of  some  of  His  Majesty's  subjects 
to  spend  Sunday  as  they  pleased.  He 
would  see  that  adequate  police  protection 
was  afforded. 

Mb.  T.   W.   RUSSELL  (Tyrone,   S.) 
^aid    these  disturbances  were  a  serious 


LAND  (Mr.  WyNDHAM.  Dover)  repUed  i  matter.    People    on   both    sides    were 
that  he  had  seen  a  newspaper  report  |  entitled  to  a  quiet  life,  and  unless  there 


stating  the  facts  mentioned  by  the 
hon.  Member,  but  he  had  no  other 
information  and  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  make  inquiries.  No  doubt  there 
had  been  very]^regrettable  incidents  con- 
nected with  the  playing  of  the  game 
of  hurley  on  Sundays.  Some  people 
thought  it  [right  to  take  recreation  on 
Sundays,  and  others  thought  it  was 
wrong.  Boih  were  entitled  to  their 
views,  but  it  was  certain  that  nobody 
was  entitled  to  interfere  with  the  liberty 
of  other ,  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  and 
whoever  did  so  broke  the  law.  He 
should  not  care  to  enter  into  the  matte' 
to-night,  but  he  would  press  investigation 
further. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  desired  to 
know  whether  the  Chief  Secretary  had 
received  any  official  report  on  the  matter 
and,  if  so,  what  it  contained. 

Mr,  Joseph  Devlin. 


was  adequate  police  protection  these  riots 
would  go  on  with  serious  results. 

Mb.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  asked 
what  steps  had  been  taken  to  send 
an  adequate  police  force  to  lisbom. 
In  his  opinion  nothing  had  been  done 
to  secure  the  preservation  of  the 
peace,  and  he  would  like  to  remind  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  had  similar 
disturbances  been  created  by  Catholics  in 
the  South  of  Ireland,  thousands  of  police 
would  have  been  sent  down  to  break 
their  heads.  Yet  in  the  North  no  protec- 
tion was  given  to  Catholics  when  they 
desired  to  indulge  in  a  game  of  hurley. 

Mb.  SHEEHY  (Meath,  S.)  regretted 
that  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  had  [not 
given  the  House  more  information. 

Adjoomed  at  tw»oty.siz  mimites 
befoie  Two  o'elook. 
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UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


Afplebj  Corporation  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Thorke  Urban  District  Council  Water 
BilL  As  amended*  considered ;  to  be 
read  tke  third  time. 

Milwt  and  District  Mines  Drainage 
Bill  [Lords]  (by  Order).  Second  Reading 
deferred  till  Thursday,  5th  May  (Evening 
Sitting).  tM 

Loeal  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Poor  Law)  Bill.  Read  a  second  time, 
and  conmiitted. 

B(Oreat  Central  Railway  Bill ;  Humber 

Commercial   Railway    and    Dock    Bill. 

Reported,  with  Amendments;    Reports 

,  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PE:riTIONS. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration ;  from  Storn- 
away ;  and  Dornoch ;  to  lie    upon   the 
Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Islington ;  Sowerby  Bridge ;  Hearts- 
ease; Cadeleigh;  Grangemouth;  Kings- 
bridge  ;  Truro ;  Sunbury-on-Thames ; 
Hol^ch;  Bolton;  Prestatyn;  Hornsey; 
Abingdon  ;  Ipswich  ;  Fulham  ;  Cress- 
well  ;  Uxbridge ;  Kenley  ;  Bramhall ; 
Falkirk;  Aberavon;  Groeslon;  Lewes; 
Batheaston ;  Gam  Dolbenmaen ;  Gos- 
port ;  Upton  Lane  ;  Nottingham  (two) ; 
Staplehurst ;  Newton  Stewart ;  Nether- 
field  ;  Border  District;  Mostyn;  Bingley ; 
Aylestone ;  Atherton  ;  EUistown  ;  West 
London  ;  and  Salcombe ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT  (1888) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition   from  Bristol,  in   favour;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  CXXXIIL    LF<^'URTH  Series.] 


19?^)  ReporU,  Ac, 

RATINO  6^9  MACHD7BRY  BILL. ' 

Petition  from  Bath,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RE-VAOdNATION  BILL. 
Petition  in  favour ;  from  Birkenhead ; 
and  Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ROBIAN  CATHOLIC  DISABILITIES 
REMOVAL  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Scottish  Women's 
Protestant  Union,  against;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL. 
Petitions   against;    from   Harringay; 
Sheffield;  Boston;  and  Rotherham;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  BILL. 
Petition  from  Bath,  for  alteration ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CrVIL  SERVICES,  1904-5  (SUPER ANNUA- 
TION  AND  RETIRED  ALLOWANCES). 

Copy  presented, '  of  Appendix  to  the 
Estimate  for  Civil  Services,  Class  6,  Vote 
1,  containing  a  List  of  Superannuation 
and  Retired  Allowances  payable  on  30th 
November,  1903  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
134.] 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Judicial  Statistics 
for  England  and  Wales,  1902,  Part  II. 
(Civil  Judicial  Statistics),  edited  by  Sir 
John  Macdonnell,  C.B.,  LL.D.,  Master  of 
the  Supreme  Court  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3136  to  3138  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CHARITY  COMMISSION  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Fifty-first  Report 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners  for  England 
and  Wales  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 
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EAST  INDIA  (RAILWAYS  AND 
IRRIGATION  WORKS). 

Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
estimated  position  as  regards  capital 
expenditure,  of  the  several  Railways  and 
Irrigation  Works  under  construction  in 
India  on  the  31st  day  of  Murch.  1904,  and 
the  proposed  expenditure  tliereon  during 
1904-5  (in  continuation  of  ParUamentary 
Paper,  No.  137.  of  Session  1903)."— (Mr. 
Price.) 


QUESTIONS   AND    ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH,  THE  VOTES. 


Appointment  of  Pupil  Teachers. 
Mr.  BROOKE  ROBINSON  (Dudley) : 
To  aak  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  candidates  who  are  examined  in 
April  or  May  by  the  Board  of  Education 
for  appointments  as  pupil  teachers  in 
elementary  schools,  often  do  not  learn 
the  result  of  the  examination  until  the 
autumn,  when  the  date  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  successful  candidate  is  often 
made  to  run  from  Ist  January  previously, 
with  the  result  that  the  pupil  teacher  is 
put  on  almost  immediately  to  second 
year's  work,  with  only  two  years  instead 
of  three  to  prepare  for  the  final  scholar- 
ship examination,  the  Board  of  Education 
can  see  their  way  to  arrange  the  date  of 
appointment  so  that  the  pupil  teacher 
shall  have  three  full  years  preparation 
before  sitting  for  the  scholarship 
examination. 

(Ansicered  by  Sir  WiUiam  Anson.) 
The  hon.  Member  is  under  a  misappre- 
hension in  supposing  that  candidates  for 
appointments  as  pupil  teachers,  who  are 
examined  in  May,  often  do  not  learn  the 
result  of  theexaminationuntilthe  autumn. 
Last  year  the  results  were  published,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  by  the  end  of  July.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  results  will  be  out  by 
the  end  of  June  this  year.  In  the  past 
the  Board  have  never  made  it  compulsory 
for  pupil  teachers  to  have  their  date  of 
appointment  made  to  run  from  the  previous 
1st  January.  As  regards  this  year,  the 
Board  have  already  done  what  the  hon. 
Member  desires.  In  a  circular,  dated 
5th  February,  they  stated  that  candidates, 
if  they  are  not  old  enough  for  an  appoint- 


ment (for  t^o  years)  from  Ist  August, 
1904,  "  may,  if  they  are  old  enough  and 
have  been  actually  instructed  as  pupil 
teachers  and  employed  in  public  element- 
ary schools  since  1st  January,  1904,  be 
appointed  for  a  period  of  three  years 
from  that  date."  In  the  same  circular 
they  further  stated  that  they  "  do  not 
propose  in  future  to  admit  any  pupil 
teachers  who  have  not  passed  a  qualifying 
examination  previous  to  the  date  from 
which  their  admission  is  desired  ;  but,  in 
view  of  the  necessarily  transitional 
nature  of  the  arrangements  for  the 
t  current  year,  they  wifi,  for  it  alone,, 
continue  their  former  practice  in  this 
respect." 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  Lawi  on 
the  Oontinent. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  will  grant  a  Return  of 
the  accident  and  sickness  insurance  lawa 
in  France,  Oermany,  Switzerland^  and 
Austria,  setting  forth  the  amounts  con- 
tributed by  the  workpeople,  the  number 
of  days  sickness  before  which  compensa- 
tion becomes  payable,  and  the  scale  of 
such  compensation  in  the  case  of  death, 
total  disablement,  partial  disablement 
through  total  loss  of  a  limb,  and  io^ 
temporary  disablement  through  accident 
and  sickness  respectively. 

(Answered    by   Mr.    Secretary  Aheft- 
Douglas.)    I   understand    that  the   De- 
partmental Committee  on  the  Workmen's 
,  Compensation  Acts  has  collected  material 
with  regard  to  foreign  laws  of  a  kindred 
nature  and  will  print  in  an  Appendix  to 
their  Report  a  Memorandum  which  will 
deal,  amongst  other  matters,  with  the 
points  indicated  by  the  hon.  Member. 
I   think  that  such  a   Memorandum    is 
:  likely  to  serve  the  hon.  Member's  purpose 
better  than  any  Return  which  I  could 
I  compile.     There   would  be  very    great 
j  difficulty  in  dealing  with   this  subject 
I  usefully  in  the  form  of  a  Return ;  and  I 
suggest  that  it  would  be  best  to  await 
I  the  issue  of  the  Bfemorandum  referred  to* 

Employment  of  Ohildr«n  Act — Bj-Lawi* 

Mr.  TENNANT  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  say  from  which  councils 
he    has    received    by-laws    under    the 
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Employment  of  Children  Act,  and  which 
of  these  have  received  his  approval. 

(Answered    by     Mr   Secretary  Akers- 
Douglwi.)  By-laws  have  been  submitted 
in  draft  by  the  London  County  Council,  i 
the  city  of  London,  and  the  authorities 
of  about  twenty-four  other  places,  and  j 
are  now  under  consideration.     In  one  | 
instance,  Warrington,  the  terms  of  the 
by-laws  have  been  provisionally  settled, 
and  are  now  awaiting  formal  adoption 
and  confirmation  under  the   procedure 
prescribed  in  Section  4  of  the  Act. 

Oierks  to  Petty  Sessions  in  Poll  ileal 
Contests. 

Mr.  brand  (Cambridgeshire,  Wis- 
bech) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  clerks  to 
petty  sessions  are  allowed  to  take  an 
active  part  in  political  or  Parliamentary 
contests,  or  to  become  members  of  a 
political  council  within  their  own  petty 
sessional  district. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  I  am  not  aware  of  any  general 
rule  on  the  subject.  The  clerks  are 
appointed  by  the  magistrates,  and  hold 
office  subject  to  such  conditions  as  the 
magistrates  think  right  to  attach  to 
their  appointments. 

AdmiraltT  Oontributions  to  BershaTsn 
Harbour  Fund. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  the  Admbalty  have  taken  over 
control  and  appointed  their  own  harbour 
master  at  Berehaven ;  and,  if  so,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Admiralty 
ships  do  not  contribute  to  the  general 
li^thouse  fund,  he  will  suggest  to  the 
Admiralty  the  desirabiUty  of  their 
assuming  control  of  and  maintaining  the 
lights,  buoys,  and  beacons  in  that  harbour 
at  present  maintained  by  that  fund. 

(AnsHoered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
Admiralty  have  taken  over  control  of 
the  harbour  at  Berehaven  to  the  extent 
of  exercising  the  powers  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th 
September,  1901,  within  the  limits  of  the 
dockyard  port  as  therein  defined.  The 
chief  officer  of  Coastguard  at  Castletown 
is  acting  King's  Harbour  Master.     In  all 


dockyard  ports  the  Admiralty,  like  other 
local  authorities,  maintain  the  buoys, 
etc.,  that  they  consider  necessary,  and 
they  are  doing  so  at  Berehaven.  The 
only  light  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
outside  the  Umits  of  the  dockyard  port. 

Ballot  Act— Suggested  Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden):  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  (Government  Board  whether 
he  is  aware  that  at  an  election  for  the 
Orsett  Rural  District  Council,  on  28th 
March  last,  at  South  Ockendon  in  Essex, 
a  large  emplo3^r  of  labour  in  the  district 
appointed  his  son  as  his  personation  agent, 
and  that  the  son  sat  at  the  same  table 
as  the  polling  clerk  and  was  present  in 
the  room  throughout  the  election ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  steps  will  be  taken  by  the 
Government  either  to  introduce  a  clause 
in  the  Ballot  Act  to  provide  that  no 
candidate  employing  labour  shall  be 
allowed  to  appoint  any  relative  or  work- 
man in  his  employ  or  act  himself  as 
personation  agent,  or  whether  the 
Grovernment  will  give  their  support  to 
a  Private  Bill  introduced  to  secure  this- 
object. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  I 
have  received  a  communication  as  to  the 
case  referred  to.  I  am  afraid  I  could 
not  undertake  to  promote  or  support  a 
Bill  with  the  object  suggested. 

Members  of  Boards  of  Ouardians  as 
Public  Vaccinators. 

Mr.  CALt)WELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Green- 
wich on  7th  April  last,  appointed  two  of 
their  own  number  as  public  vaccinators ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  such  appointments 
will  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
(Government  Board. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  The 
Greenwich  Board  of  Guardians  appear  to 
have  resolved  at  their  meeting  on  the  7th 
instant  to  enter  into  contracts  with  two 
members  of  their  own  body  as  public 
vaccinators.  I  have  the  question  of  the 
approval  of  these  contracts  under  con- 
sideration. I  may,  however,  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  any  person  who  is  con- 
cerned in  any  contract  entered  into  with 
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Ajboaid   of   guardians  is  disqualified  for  |  munication  upon  the  Table  or   state  its 
being  a  member  of  such  board.  |  purport. 


Bepain  to  H.M.a  "  Melampiis.'' 
Captain  DONBLAN  (Cork  County,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
if  he  can  say  why  the  repairs  required 
by  H.M.S.  **  Melampus  "  are  not  to  be 
carried  out  at  Haulbowline  Dockyard 
injview  of  the  fact  that  she  is  at  present 
at'Queenstown. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Pretyman,)  No 
decision  has  yet  been  reached  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  repairs  required.  If  they 
are  found  to  be  of  the  usual  charactc^ 
provided  for  in  her  annual  refit  they  will 
be  carried  out  at  Haulbowhne. 


Annual  Leave  of  Adult  NUrht  Messengers 
in  Provincial  Post  Oflices. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny): 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
the  adult  messengers  in  Belfast,  Dundee, 
Edinburgh,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester, 
who  perform  a  full  night's  duty  only 
receive  twelve  working  days  annual 
^eave,  and  the  unestablished  officers  on 
full  day  duty  in  the  offices  named  receive 
fourteen  working  days;  and  whether, 
considering  the  ^ect  of  constant  night 
duty  on  health,  he  would  consider  the 
advisability  of  granting  to  the  adult 
night  messengers  the  same  annual  leave 
as  those  on  day  duty. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Stanley,)  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  circumstances  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers,  but  I  will  make 
inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  will  com- 
municate the  result  to  the  hon.  Member. 


Russian  Treatment  of  War  Correspondents 
using  Wireless  Telegraphy. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District) :  To  ask  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  has 
received  any  communication  from  the 
Russian  Covemment  as  to  the  possible 
treatment  of  neutral  vessels  having  on 
board  correspondents  who  may,  by 
means  of  improved  apparatus,  communi- 
cate news  to  the  Japanese  fleet  or  army 
now  operating  against  Russia,  and  of 
its  intention  to  treat  such  correspondents 
its  spies  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  lay  the  com- 


(AnswetedbyEarlPeicy,)  TheBosrian 
circular  to  the  Powers  to  which  reference 
is  .made  was  conununicated  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  15th 
instant,  and  is  now  under  consideration. 
It  is  to  the  following  effect :  The  Russian 
Viceroy  in  the  Far  East  has  declared 
that  if  neutral  steamships  are  seized  off 
the  coast  of  the  Kwantung  Peninsula  or 
within  the  zone  of  military  operations 
of  the  Russian  naval  forces  having  on 
board  correspondents  who  are  communi- 
cating information  to  the  enemy  by 
means  of  improved  apparatus  not  con- 
templated in  the  Conventions  dealing 
with  such  matters,  the  cases  of  such 
correspondents  will  be  treated  as  cases  of 
spying,  and  the  vessels  fitted  with  wire- 
less telegraphy  will  be  considered  as 
lawful  prizes. 

CkMit  of  Rifle  Manufttcture  in 
Oovemment  Factories, 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINOS  (Birmingham, 
Bordesley):  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  in  calculating  the 
cost  pf  rifles  made  in  the  (Jovernment 
factories  interest  on  cost  of  land  and 
buildings,  cost  of  making  and  alteration 
of  machinery  and  plant,  rates,  taxes, 
heating,  Ughting,  and  other  flzed  charges 
are  taken  into  account. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forster,)  The  cost  prices  of  rifles  and 
other  productions  of  th)  Ordnance 
Factories,  as  shown  in  the  published 
accounts,  include  cost  of  maldng  and 
alteration  of  machinery  and  plant,  build- 
ings, rates  and  taxes,  heating,  Ughting, 
and  all  other  expenditure  of  every  kind 
actually  incurred  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  connection  with  manufacture,  as 
provided  in  the  Annual  Estimate  for  the 
Ordnance  Factories.  They  do  not  in- 
clude rent  of  land,  interest  on  capital,  or 
other  trade  charges  and  risks,  because 
such  charges  are  not  incurred.  Ad 
independent  Committee,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  Webb,  then  head  of 
Crewe  Works,  recently  considered  this 
point  and  recommended  that  such 
charges  should  not  be  included,  but 
that  a  note  to  that  effect  should  be 
printed  with  the  annual  accounts  of  the 
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Ordinance  Factories.  This  note  will 
be  foand  at  page  1  of  these  accounts  for 
1902-3  recently  published.  The  subject 
was  also  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  of  1902. 

Anglo-French  Agreement  —  Batabliah- 
ments  to  be  giTon  up  in  Newfoundland 
hy  the  French. 

Mr,  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  can  indicate  approximately 
the  nature  and  number  or  extent  of  the 
establishments  erected  on  the  Treaty 
Shore  of  Newfoundland  which  are  to  be 
given  up  by  French  subjects. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Ly Helton.) 
During  the  season  of  1903  the  following 
estabUshments  were  worked  by  French 
cttisens  on  the  Treaty. Shore  of  Newfound- 
land:— One  for  the  cod  fishery  exclusively, 
catch  360,000  fish.  Three  for  the  cod 
fishery  and  lobster  industry  combined, 
total  catch  185,000  cod  and  2,530  cases  of 
lobster.  Nine  for  the  lobster  industry 
excluiuvely,  total  catch  1,842  cases. 
Four  in  connection  with  the  operations 
of  the  petite  jpechewrsy  total  catch 
140,000  fish.        ^ 

Discharges  fh>m  South  Afirican 
Oonstahulary. 

Mr.  MOON  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
take  steps  to  expedite  the  forwarding  to 
this  country  of  the  discharges  of  mcin 
who,  having  completed  their  term  of 
service  with  the  South  African  Constabu- 
lary so  far  back  as  the  month  of  February, 
ace,  in  the  absence  of  such  discharge, 
precluded  from  obtaining  certain  appoint- 
ments ;  and  whether  he  can  expedite  the 
refunding  to  such  men  of  sums  of  £10 
deposited  by  them  in  reference  to  leave 
which  expired  simultaneously  with  their 
period  of  service. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Lyttdton,) 
I  am  calling  the  attention  of  LordMilner 
to  the  matter.  I  understand  that  direc- 
tions have  b  een  given  for  the  refund  of 
the  £10  deposit^  and  that  lists  of  those 
who  are  entitled  to  the  return  of  the 
money  are  on  the  .way. 

Chinese  Labour  Ordin  ance  and 
BegnlationB. 

Mr.  moon  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can 


indicate  the  date  when  he  expects  to  be 
able  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House, 
in  its  final  form,  the  Ordinance  relating 
to  Chinese  labour  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
when  he  expects  to  be  able  to  do  the 
same  with  regard  to  the  regulations 
thereunder,  as  settled  in  consultation 
with  the  representatives  of  the  Chinese 
(Jovernment. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Lyttdton,) 
The  text  of  the  Ordinance  in  its  final 
form  is  in  Ci.  1941.  The  Ordinance,  as 
published  in  the  Gazette  with  Lord 
Milner's  assent  appended,  will  be  laid 
with  the  regulations  shortly,  but  I  can- 
not fix  a  date,  as  the  negotiations  wit^ 
the  Chinese  Government  are  not  yet 
wholly  concluded. 

Mr.  Danyss's  Vinia  for  Deatmction 
of  Bats. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will  state 
the  results  of  the  use  of  Dr.  Danysz's 
virus  for  the  destruction  of  rats  as  applied 
in  Cape  Town  in  the  year  1901 ;  and,  if 
the  results  were  satisfactory,  whether 
he  will  order  the  same  means  to  be  used 
to  destroy  rats  at  the  other  South  African 
ports  affected  by  plague,  and  in  th^ 
Transvaal. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttdton.) 
I  understand  that  the  results  of  the  use 
at  Cape  Town  of  Danysz's  virus  did  not 
afford  grounds  for  supposing  that  it  was 
efficacious  in  the  extermination  of  rats 
on  a  large  scale.  The  means  to  be  used 
to  destroy  rats  at  British  South  African 
ports  are  a  matter  for  the  Oovemments 
of  the  Cape  of  Gtood  Hope  and  Natal. 
In  the  case  of  the  Transvaal,  I  see  no 
reason  to  interfere  with  the  discretion  of 
the  local  government  and  its  medical 
advisers,  in  whose  competence  to  deal 
with  the  plague  epidemic  Lord  Milner 
has  full  confidence. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

New  Army  Journal. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 

ask    the    Secretary   of    State   for  War 

whether  it  is  intended  that  the  projected 

Army  Journal  of    the    British  Empire 
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shall  contain  advertisements;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  objection  of 
the  publishers  of  existing  journals  to 
the  farming  out  of  Gk)vemment  publica- 
tions to  contractors  for  advertisements 
in  competition  with  journals  which  have 
not  the  advantage  of  such  official  con- 
nection. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  Arnold'Forsteb,  Belfast, 
W.) :  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Army 
Journal  shall  contain  advertisements 
which  will  be  duly  Approved  and  limited 
in  number.  This  is  done  in  the  case  of 
other  similar  Government  publications, 
such  as  the  Journals  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington.  W.):  WUl 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  undertake  that 
no  action  shall  be  taken  until  the  House 
has  had  an  opportimity  of  discussing  the 
matter? 

Mr,  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  No,  Sir, 
the  paper  will  go  forward. 

Colonial  Legislatures  s^d  Preference. 

Sir  gilbert  PARKER  (Gravesend) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  the  resolution  lately  passed 
by  the  New  Brunswick  Legislature  in 
favour  of  preferential  relations  has  been 
communicated  to  this  Government ;  and 
whether  he  will  have  laid  upon  the  Table 
the  text  of  all  resolutions  in  favour  of 
preferential  relations  passed  by  Colonial 
Legislatures  since  1890. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 
wick  and  Leamington) :  No  such  resolu- 
tion has  reached  me.  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  lay  the  Papers  for  which  the  hon. 
Member  asks,  but  it  will  take  some  time 
to  collect  them. 

♦Major  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight) :  And 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  lay  on 
the  Table  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Governments  of  the  Colonies  in  opposi- 
tion to  some  other  proposals  ? 

Mb.  LYTTELTON  :  There  are  none 
such. 


British  Indian  Tradesmen  in  East 
London. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  is  aware  that  the  Town 
Council  of  East  London  has  notified  to 
the  British  Indian  tradespeople  and 
storekeepers  to  vacate  the  town  in 
fourteen  days,  and  if  he  will  state  for 
what  reasons  this  arbitrary  order  has 
been  issued ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
loss  which  the  execution  of  this  order 
will  inflict  upon  a  large  number  of 
British  Indian  subjects  engaged  in  trade 
in  East  I^ondon,  he  intends  to  send  out 
instructions  to  the  local  authorities  to 
prevent  it  being  put  into  force. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  telegraphed 
to  the  Gk)vemor  of  the  Cape  Colony  for 
information  on  the  subject. 

Indian  Bxdaa  Legislation. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbi^- 
shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  any  recent  in- 
structions have  been  issued  to  the  pro- 
vincial administrations  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  with  reference  to  Excise 
legislation;  and  whether  he  will  state 
what  is  the  present  attitude  of  the 
Government  of  India  with  regard  to  the 
consideration  of  amendments  in  tho 
Bengal  Excise  Bill  directed  to  secure 
some  practicable  measure  of  local  oontrol 
in  respect  to  the  opening  of  shops  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  and 
I  drugs. 

i     The  SECRETARY  of   STATE   fob 

INDIA   (Mr.  Brodrick.  Surrey,  Ghiild- 

ford) :   The  answer  to  the  first  part  of 

I  the  Question  is  in  the  negative.     The 

;  Bengal  Legislative  Council  have  recom- 

I  mitted  the    Excise    Bill   to  the  Select 

;  Committee  with  instructions  to  consider 

I  the  expediency  of  inserting  provisions  for 

securing  the  due  ascertainment  of  local 

i  public  opinion  before  new  liquor  or  drug 

:  shops  are  opened,  to  the  extent  indicated 

I  in  paragraph  103  of  the  Government  of 
,  India's  despatch  of  4th  February,  1890. 

I I  have  no   reason   to  suppose  that  the 
Government  of  India's  attitude  towards 

;  any  specific  proposals  which  may  result 

I  from  this  reference  will  be  other  than 

that  which  may  be  inferred   from   the 
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cootentB  of   the  above-mentioned    des- 
patch. 

Indian  Police  Oommisaion's  Report 
Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he 
oan  now  state  when  he  will  be  able  to 
lay  the  Report  of  the  Indian  Police 
Oommission  before  Parliament,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  sammary  of  this 
Report  was  published  in  the  Press  on  the 
5th  instant. 

Mb.  BRODRICE  :  I  am  not  aware 
how  the  substance  of  the  article  referred 
to  reached  the  journal  in  which  it 
appears,  but,  as  I  stated  on  16th  February, 
I  regret  I  cannot  lay  the  Repart  till  I 
receive  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of 
India. 

SxchsQuer  Balances. 
*  Mb.  MoCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.):  I  beg 
to  adc  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  can  state  the  amount  of  the 
Exchequer  Balances  as  at  1st  April,  1899, 
and  as  at  1st  April,  1904,  respectively, 
the  amounts  rais^  by  loan  and  received 
from  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River 
Colony  included  in  the  balances  for  each 
financial  year  from  1900  to  1904,  also 
the  amounts  taken  from  Exchequer 
Balances  in  each  year  during  the  same 
period  on  account  of  war  expenditure. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.):  The  Balance  on 
3Ist  March,  1899,  was  J&8,9 19,000.  In  the 
next  five  years :  1.  It  was  strengthened 
by  (a)  Borrowings,  jei54,371,000.  (6) 
Repayments  in  respect  of  Sardinian  Loan, 
£286,000.  (c)  Temporary  advance  re- 
paid by  Transvaal,  £3,000,OCO.  Total, 
-£167,666,000.  2.  It  was  depleted  by 
(a)  Issue  of  part  of  old  Sinking  Funds 
of  1896-6  and  1896-7,  represented  by 
Surplus  Revenue  J&1,862,000.  (h)  Net 
advance  on  account  of  bullion,  £450,000. 
(c)  Expenditure  in  excess  of  revenue, 
X167,961,000.  (d)  Advances  on  capital 
account  unreplaced,  £2,000,000.  (e)  Dis- 
count on  issue  of  Exchequer  Bonds, 
X38,000.  Total,  £162,311,000.  Decrease 
J^,666,000.  Balance  on  31st  March, 
1904,  £4,264,000.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
requires  any  further  information  I  shall 
be  glad  if  he  will  put  it  down  in  the  form 


I  of  a  Return  as  this  is  a  matter  hardly 

J  suited  for  treatment  by  way  of  Question 

\  and  answer.    I  doubt,  indeed,  if  anyone 

can  follow  the  answer  I  have  just  given. 

*  Mr.   McCRAE  :  Arising  out  of  the 
answer  which  is  quite  clear,  I  should  like 
,  to  ask  whether  it  is  not  the  case  that  the 
I  balance  of  borrowed  money  in  the  Ex- 
chequer Balances  and  the  £3,000,000  on 
the  Transvaal  loan  were  applied  to  meet 
the  realised  deficit  of  last  year;    and 
whether  the  £1,000,000  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  take  from 
I  unclaimed  dividends  will  not  really  be 
applied  to  the  prospective  strengthening 
of  the  balances.  v  J,  ^,  ^ '  ^ 

I  ^' Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
£1,000,003  which  I  propose  to  take  will 

<be  applied  to  the  strengthening  of  the 
balances.    That  is  the  whole  object  with 

I  which  I  take  it.  With  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  the  Question,  I  do  not  quite 
understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
meaning.  Perhaps  he  will  put  the 
Question  on  the  Paper. 

National  Borrowings. 
Mr.  BLACK  (Banfishire):  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
he  will  state  the  total  amount  borrowed 
by  this  country  during  the  period  of  five 
years  ending  6th  April,  1904,  the  amount 
of  this  borrowing  incurred  on  accounts 
other  than  the  South  African  War,  and 
the  total  amount  of  debt  repaid  or 
redeemed  during  the  same  period. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
figures  for  which  the  hon.  Member  asks 
were  given  in  the  Budget  Statement. 

I  Boy  Oopyists  in  the  Post  Office. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  it  is  his  intention  to  increase  to 
a  great  extent  the  emploj^ment  of  boy 
cop3ri8ts  in  the  clerical  departments 
of  the  Post  Office,  both  in  London  and 
the  provinces ;  and  whether  it  is  intended 
to  exclude  telegraphists  horn  the  engineer- 
ing departmen  in  order  to  utilise  the 
services  of  copyists. 

The  postmaster-general  (Lord 

Stanley,    Lancashire,    Westhoughton) : 

'  No  abnormal  increase  in  the  number  of 
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boy  clerks  employed  in  the  Post  Office  is  I  expenditure  ircurred  in  educating  pupit 
intended.    In  regard  to  the  second  part    teachers  shoold  fall  within  expenditure 


of  the  Question  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
the  answer  which  was  given  to  a  Question 
on  the  same  subject  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Nottingham  on  the  25th 
February  lastf  except  that  there  is  no 
intention  of  excluding  telegraphists. 

Beftuuds  to  Benew  Licoicaa. 
Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  is  now  ip  a  position  to  give  the 
number  of  licences  for  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  the  renewal  of  which  has 
been  refused  at  the  general  annual 
licensing  meetings,  in  England  and 
Wales,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were 
not  required,  for  1892,  1893,  1894,  1896, 
1897,  1898,  1899,  1901,  and  1902. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for  rHE 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akeks- 
DouoLAS,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  Returns 
have  been  published  for  all  except  three 
of  the  years  named,  and  also  for  1900  and 
1903.  For  the  three  years  omitted,  viz., 
1899,  1901,  and  1902,  I  cannot  give  the 
figures  without  calling  for  Returns  and  I 
adhere  to  the  opinion  I  have  expressed 
already  more  than  once  that  there  is  no 
sufficient  reason  for  going  back  and  mak- 
ing this  Return  absolutely  annual.  I 
think  the  general  purport  of  the  figures 
can  be  gathered  sufficiently  from  the 
Returns  ^hich  have  been  given. 

,  Training  of  Pupil  Teachers. 
Mb.  ERNEST  gray  (Wej»t  Ham,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  the  charge  for  the 
training  of  pupil  teachers  by  a  local 
authority  should  fall  upon  the  elementary 
or  the  secondary  school  account,  and  if 
upon  the  latter,  then  can  he  state  who 
will  be  responsible  for  the  number  of 
pupil  teachers  engaged,  and  for  the  train- 
ing of  such  teachers  in  urban  districts 
and  non-county  boroughs  having  powers 
Avith  regard  to  elementary  education 
alone. 

The  parliamentary  SECRE- 
TARY TO  the  board  of  education 
(Sir  WiLUAM  Anson,  Oxford  University) : 
The  Board  of  Education  are  advised  tihat 


T  See  C4)  Debaies,  oxxx.,  966. 


under  Part  II.  of  the  Education  Act, 
1902.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  urban  dis- 
trict or  non-county  borough  in  England- 
or  Wales  which  has  powers  under  the  Act 

I  with    regard    to    elementary    education 

>  alone. 

Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY:  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  that  in  urban  distnota 
and  non-county  boroughs  this  charge 
for  the  training  of  pupil  teachers  most 
be  met  out  of  the  Id.  rate  for  aeoondary 
education — a  rate  not  originatmg  under 
the  Education  Act,  1902,  and,  if  8o»  will 
he  state  how  these  ohargea  are  to  be 
met  when  the  produce  <rf  this  rate  is 
exhausted. 

*  Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  All  I  can 
;  say  in  answer  to  this  Question  is  that 
I  these  charges  must  be  met  out  ol  moaey 
I  provided  for  the  purposes  of  secondary 
,  education. 

I 

Pupil  Ttachenb 

!  Mr.  ERNEST  GRAY:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion whether  he  is  aware  that  certain 
local  education  authorities  are  pro* 
posing  to  require  that  pupil  teachers 
shall  continue  to  serve  as  assistant 
teachers  within   the  same  district  for  a 

*  number  of  years  after  the  expiration 
of  their  engagement  as  pupil  teacher,  or 
if  the  pupil  teacher  enters  a  training 
college  then  to  serve  within  the  district 

'  for  a  period  of  years  after  leaving  college,, 
or  in  default  of  such  service  to  refimd 
the  cost  of  training ;  and,  if  so,  whether^ 
having  regard  to  the  interests  of  educa- 
tion, the  Board  will  refuse  to  recognise 
the  employment  of  pupil  teachers  in 
schools  where  such  conditions  are  im* 
posed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  The  pro- 
posals referred  to  in  the  Question  have 
not  come  before  the  Board  of  Education. 
They  represent  apparently  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  a  local  education  authority 
to  secure  a  return  for  the  money  which 
they  expend  on  the  training  of  pupil 
I  teachers  and  teachers  by  securing  a  local 
supply.  I  am  not  prepared  to  state 
what  the  action  of  the  Board  will  be  in 
a  matter  which  has  not  yet  come  up  for 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6^5 


Questwns, 


{20  April  1904} 


Quesiums. 


689 


decision,  and  which  may  present  ittielf 
under  varying  conditions  in  different 
local  areas. 

Oompanies'  Act  and  the  Franchise. 

Mr.  ERNEST  QRAT:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Local  Gtovemment 
Board  whether  owing  to  the  increasing 
number  of  ratepayers  deprived  of  the 
franchise  by  reason  of  the  limitations 
imposed  by  the  Companies'  Act,  he  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  introducing 
an  amending  Act,  so  that  the  owners  of 
heavily-taxed  property  may  obtain  re- 
presentation in  the  management  of  local 
aftairs. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk):  I  could 
not  promise  that  the  Government  will 
introduce  legislation  on  this  subject. 
I  observe,  however,  that  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Islington  has  a 
Bill  to  deal  with  it,  and  I  will  give  con- 
sideration to  the  proposed  alteration  in 
the  law  in  connection  with  that  measure. 

Technical  Education  at  Tulliallan   and 
Onlross 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  parishes  of  Tulliallan  and  Culross 
(landward),  which  were  disjoined  from 
the  county  of  Perth  and  added  to  the 
county  of  Fife  in  the  year  1888,  have 
never  participated  in  the  grant  for 
technical  education  given  to  either  the 
county  of  Perth  or  the  county  of  Fife ; 
and.  If  so,  will  he  state  what  steps  he 
proposes  to  take  to  enable  the  young 
people  and  teachers  of  these  parishes  to 
attend  the  county  councib'  classes  for 
technical  education. 

The  SECRETARY  por  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire): 
The  valuation  of  the  two  parishes  in 
question  has  been  taken  into  account  in 
determining  the  amount  of  grant  under 
the  Act  of  1890  paid  to  the  county  of 
Perth.  The  application  of  the  grant  to 
the  purposes  of  technical  education  in 
those  two  parishes  is  a  matter  for 
arrangement  between  the  two  county 
councils. 


Oahircivean  BiTer  Estoary  Buoys. 

Mr.  BOLANi)  (Kerry,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  has  offered  a  grant  towards  the 
erection  of  buoys  on  the  Carraig  a 
Vallaig  rock  and  on  the  Ballycarberry 
bar  in  the  estuary  of  the  Cahirciveen 
river;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Kerry  County  Council  has  not  the 
,  necessary  powers  to  carry  out  this  im- 
!  provement,  and  that  the  Irish  Lights 
Board  and  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  state  that  they  have  not  the 
power ;  and  can  he  state  what  is  the 
authority  which  can  carry  out  the 
work. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover): 
This  matter  has  been  referred  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  further 
consideration.  When  a  decision  has 
been  come  to  I  will  communicate  with 
the  hon.  Member. 

Monachan  Technical  Oommittee  and  the 
British  Flag. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu* 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Agricultural  and  Technical 
Conamittee  for  the  county  of  Monaghan 
have  passed  a  resolution  that  the 
■Grovemment  grant  available,  or  any 
public  funds,  shall  not  be  used  for  an 
agricultural  show  where  the  British  flag 
is  hoisted;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  what 
action,  if  any,  he  proposes  to  take  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM:     The     resolution 

passed  on  the    occasion  provides    that 

*'  no  flag  or  emblem  be  eidiibited  at  any 

show  aided  by  the  county  funds  that  is 

likely  to  have  any  political  significance 

attached  to  it,"  and  further,  that  strict 

compliance  with  the  resolution  shall  be 

&  condition  precedent  to  the  renewal  of 

a  grant.    The  resolution  does  not  declare 

I  that   the    Royal   Standard,    the  Union 

I  Jack,  or  other  non-Party  flags  shall  not 

be    exhibited.    The    question    whether 

I  action  is  called  for  on  the  part  of  the 

I  new   Department  which  contributes  to 

I  the  funds  of  the  County  Committee  does 

I  not  therefore  arise  at  the  present  stage. 
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Ghaiyes  against  the  Boyal  Irish  Oon- 
stabulary. 

Mr.  SLOAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  C!hief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  acts  of  violence  inflicted 
upon  several  persons  on  the  3rd  and  10th 
instant  by  members  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  between  Lisbum  and  Hills- 
borough, and  to  the  fact  that  District 
Inspector  Knox  struck  a  person  named 
Cobum  with  his  stick  inflicting  a  scalp 
wound,  and  that  a  young  man  named 
Hall,  who  had  just  left  his  father's 
house  and  is  suffering  from  an  iujury  to 
the  spine,  was  beaten  by  a  constable 
under  the  charge  of  Sergeant  0*SuIlivan; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  cause  investigation  to 
be  made  with  a  view  of  putting  a  stop 
to  such  practices. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  dates  at  which 
the  occurrences  in  question  took  place 
were  the  27th  March  and  the  10th  inst. 
Reports  of  these  occurrences  are  before 
me  and  I  am  in  consultation  with  the 
law  officers  on  the  matter. 

filaris  Hurling  Match. 
Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  8.) : 
I  ,beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  eighty  extra  police  were 
drafted  into  Lisbum,  county  Antrim,  on 
Sunday,  17th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  order  at  a  Roman  Catholic 
hurling  match  at  Blaris,  two  miles  from 
Lisburn;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
Blaris  is  the  centre  of  a  Protestant  dis- 
trict in  which  the  plajdng  of  hurling 
matches  on  Sunday  offends  the  religious 
feelings  of  the  inhabitants,  he  will  take 
steps  to  prevent  the  holding  of  these 
meetings  at  such  places  in  future,  and 
state  on  what  district,  if  any,  the  cost 
oj^the  extra  police  above  mentioned  will 
be  levied. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Sixty  additional 
police  were  on  duty  at  Lisbum  on  the 
date  mentioned.  The  second  Question 
raises  an  important  consideration  of 
law  upon  which  I  am  consulting  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Attorney-General. 
Whether  a  claim  will  or  should  be  made 
in*^  respect  of  the  cost  of  the  additional 
police  will  be  considered  at  a  later  stage. 
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Mr.  T.  W.  RU33BLL  (Tyrone,  S.) :  As 
this  is  a  Presbyterian  distriot,  the  in- 
habitants of  which  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  promoters  of  these  matches, 
may  we  take  it  that  they  will  not  have 
to  pay  the  extra  police  tax. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  That  point  is  one 
I  am  going  to  consider. 

Police  Testimonialfl. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Constable  Dolan, 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  has 
been  soliciting  subscriptions  from  traders 
and  others  in  Fermoy  for  a  testimonial 
to  Sergeant  Dalton  recently  transferred 
to  Cork ;  whether  this  proceeding  is  in 
conformity  with  the  police  regulations; 
and  if  he  would  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  forbidding  police  constables 
making  public  collections  on  behalf  of 
testimonials  for  members  of  the  force. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  testimonial 
is  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  towns- 
people of  Fermoy.  Neither  Constable 
Dolan  nor  any  other  member  of  the  force 
has  solicited  subscriptions  or  otherwise 
assisted  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM:  This  is 
a  growing  practice  in  Ireland.  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  make  further 
inquiries  ?  It  is  really  nothing  less 
than  levying  blackmail  ? 


Income  Tax— Limerick  Appeal. 
Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,'B.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
he  aware  that,  in  reply  to  an  application 
for  an  appeal  form  for  a  refunding  of 
income-tax,  consequent  on  the  basts  of 
assessment  on  the  part  of  the  secretary  of 
the  creamery  in  Ballinvana,  county 
Limerick,  the  surveyor  of  taxes  of 
Fermoy,  county  Cork,  on  the  ith  March, 
1903,  informed  the  secretary  that  if  he 
forwarded  a  copy  of  his  trading  account 
for  the  year  1902,  no  form  of  appeal 
would  be  necessary,  and  that  he  would 
have  au  opportunity  of  ooming  before  the 
Commisssioners  and  stating  his  case; 
that  on  the  account  having  been  furnished 
to  him,  the  surveyor  wrote  on  6th  March, 
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1908,  saying  the  special  Commissioners 
would  hear  appeals  in  S^tember,  and 
that  the  case  had  now  been  listed  for 
hearing,  and  that  the  appellant  wonld 
have  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at 
which  the  appeal  will  be  heard;  that 
afterwards  the  secretary  of  the  creamery 
got  no  notification  of  either  time  or 
place,  but  on  further  inquiry  received 
from  the  survejror  a  communication, 
dated  19th  October,  1903,  saying  that  no 
appeal  for  repayment  is  possible ;  and,  if 
8o,  can  he  say  whether  he  can  afford  any 
redress  in  this  case,  or  will  he  give  any 
instructions  as  to  how  the  surveyor  and 
hiB  superiors  are  to  act  on  it. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
8ome  doubt  appears  to  have  arisen  as  to 
the  legality  of  an  appeal  in  this  case,  but 
in  all  the  circumstances  I  am  informed 
that  the  special  Commissioners  of  Income- 
Tax  will  be  prepared  to  hear  an  appeal 
daring  their  autumn  circuit  in  Ireland. 

Bank  of  Ireland— Collection  of  Land  Act 
Annnitiest 

Major  C0ATE8  (Lewisham) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
idleged  un&kir  preference  given  to  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  as  against  the  other 
joint  stock  banks  of  Ireland,  in  con- 
nection with  the  collection  of  annuities 
payable  under  the  Irish  Land  Act ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  remedy 
this  inequality  of  treatment. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
There  is  no  intention  of  giving  preference 
to  the  Bank  of  Ireland ;  and  in  order  to 
make  this  clear  an  amended  form  of 
receivable  order,  as  stated  by  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  Monday  in  answer  to 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North 
Wexford,  t  is  under  consideration. 

Boscrea  Post  Offlce. 
Mr.  KENDAL  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary, 
Mid.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-Oeneral 
if  he  is  aware  that  the  present  post  office 
i  n  Roscrea  has  existed  since  1877  without 
complaint :  that  the  people  of  the  town 
are  opposed  to  the  transfer  of  the  office 
to  a  house  which  they  consider  in- 
convenient, on  the  ground   that  the  new 

tSee  Page  362. 


office  is  situated  between^  two  public 
houses;  and  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  he  will  reconsider  tiie 
proposal  to  remove  the  office  to  another 
house. 

Load  STANLEY:  The  present  post 
office  at  Roscrea  is  not  well  adapted  for 
post  office  requirements  and  could  not  be 
made  suitable  except  at  disproportionate 
expense.  The  only  evidence  which  has 
reached  me  of  any  local  dissatisfaction 
with  the  proposed  removal  is  a  memorial 
which  I  have  just  received  from  the 
Roscrea  Board  of  Guardians.  I  am  not 
aware  whether  the  ground  of  their 
opposition  is  that  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member,  as  no  reason  is  given  for  the 
opinions  expressed  in  memorial.  On  the 
information  before  me,  I  see  no  reason 
for  reconsidering  the  decision;  but  I 
have  asked  for  a  further  report. 

Irish  Telesrraphists  and  the  Boyal 
Visit  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  NANNBTTI  (Dublin,  CoUege 
Green):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Post  Office  authorities  in  London  to 
send  over  to  Ireland  during  the  King's 
visit  to  that  country  a  staff  of  tele- 
graphists from  England;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  seeing  that  the  telegraph  work 
in  connection  with  that  visit  could  be  as 
efficiently  and  more  economically  per- 
formed by  a  staff  drawn  from  the  men 
engaged  on  such  work  in  Ireland,  he  can 
see  his  way  to  take  such  steps  as  will 
prevent  such  a  reflection  being  cast  on  a 
competent  body  of  Irish  public  civil 
servants. 

Lord  STANLEY  :  It  will  be  neces- 
sary on  the  occasion  of  His  Majesty's 
visit  to  Ireland  to  supplement  the  tele- 
graph staff  in  Ireland  by  staff  from 
England.  The  amount  of  Press  work  in 
connection  with  the  Royal  visit  will,  as 
on  the  former  occasion,  be  more  than  the 
Irish  staff  can  cope  with  unaided.  It  is 
the  invariable  custom  to  supplement  the 
local  staff  during  race  meetings,  such  as 
those  which  will  take  place  during  the 
King's  visit,  by  a  special  staff  accus- 
tomed to  deal  with  such  work. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  :  What  was  the  ex- 
perience in  the  case  of  the  international 
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motor  laoe.  Did  not  the  Irish  tele- 
graphists do  the  work  then  without  the 
aid  of  imported  English  telegraphists  ? 

Lord  ;8TANLET :  I  only  know  there 
were  many  complaints  of  the  absolute 
failure  to  deal  with  the  Press  work,  and 
I  am  taking  care  that  that  shall  not 
occur  again. 

EcclesiAstical  Disorders— Appointment  of 
a  Boyal  Oommission. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liverpool, 
E.  Tozteth):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  now 
able  to  make  any  statement  to  the  House 
as  to  the  composition  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Ecclesiastical  Disorders  and 
as  to  the  terms  of  reference  thereto. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  ajto  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  In  answer  to 
my  hon.  friend  I  have  to  say  that  His 
Majesty  has  approved  the  appointment 
of  a  Royal  Commission,  and  the  reference 
to  it  is  in  these  terms — 

"  To  inquire  into  the  alleged  preyalenoe  of 
breskcbes  or  nc^leot  of  the  law  relating  to  the 
oondnot  of  Divine  aervioe  in  the  Chordi  of 
England,  and  ibs  ornaments  and  fittings  of 
ohorohes,  and  to  consider  the  existing  powers 
and  prooeduie  applioable  to  such  irregularities, 
and  to  make  such  recommendations  as  may  be 
deemed  requisite  for  dealing  witii  the  aforesaid 
matters." 

My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol  has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  con- 
sented to  be  Chairman  of  the  Commission. 
The  other  members  of  the  Commission 
are  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Marquess  of  Northampton,  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  Sir  Francis  Jeune,  Sir  John 
Kennaway,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Talbot,  Sir  Samuel 
Hoare,  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  Sir  Ijcwis 
Dibdin,  Dean  of  the  Court  of  Arches;  Dr. 
Gibson,  vicar  of  Leeds ;  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Wortley  Drury,  Principal  of  Ridley  Hall, 
Cambridge ;  Professor  Prothero,  of  Cam- 
bridge University,  and  Mr,  George  Har- 
wood. 

Mb.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR:  May  I  ask 
whether  an  opportunity  will  be  given  to 
the  House  to  discuss  either  the  terms  of 
reference  or  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir.  I 
think  such  a  course  would  be  unusual. 


and  Certainly  form  a  most  inconvenient 
precedent.  But  I  think  that,  when  my 
hon.  friend  has  had  time  to  consider  the 
terms,  he  will  feel  that  no  discussion  ia 
necessary. 

Mp.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR :  I  am  sorry  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  ask  leave  to  movi^  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Shop  Hours  and  Workmen's  Oompematioii. 
Bills. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Glouoester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he 
hopes  to  be  able  to  introduce  tiie  Bill 
with  regard  to  the  hours  of  shop 
assbtants  and  that  dealing  witii  the 
amendment  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  which  form  the  proposals 
for  labour  legislation  based  on  unanimous 
Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  prominently  mentioned  in  the  Most 
Gracious  Speech  from  the^Throne. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Shops  Bill 
is  ready  for  introduction.  The  Work- 
men's Compensation  Bill  awaits  the  con- 
clusion of  the  labours  of  the  Committee 
which  is  considering  the  subject. 

*Sib  CHARLES  DILKE  :  Is  there  any 
prospect  of  the  Shops  Bill  being  intro- 
duced soon. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  Sir.  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  long  delay,  but,  as 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  knows,  the  present 
position  of  business  is  rather  congested. 

Morocco. 
Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  are  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment aware  of  any  agreements  respect- 
ing Morocco,  made  in  recent  years» 
either  between  France  and  Germany, 
Spain  and  Germany,  France  and  Russia^ 
or  Spain  and  Russia  ;  and  has  any  under- 
standing been  come  to  between  His 
Majesty's  Government  and  Russia  re- 
specting the  shores  or  waters  of  the 
Mediterranean,  the  Bo3ph3rus,  or  the 
Dardanelles.  I  beg  also  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  are  His  Majesty's 
Government  aware  of  the  existence  of  an 
agreement    between   France  and  ^Spain 
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oome  to  in  Noveipber,  1902,  whereby 
4hoee  two  Powers  agree  in  certain 
•evmtualities  to  combine  their  military 
forces ;  engage  themselves  to  assure  and 
defend  the  neutrality  of  the  Moroccan 
pioTinces  of  Tangier  and  Tetuan,  and  of 
^e  whole  Cape  Spartel  promontory  north 
of  a  line  drawn  nearly  along  35th 
parallel  of  latitude,  from  El  Penon  de 
Velez,  on  the  Mediterranean,  to  Laraiche, 
on  the  Atlantic ;  estabUsh  south  of  that 
line,  in  Morocco,  spheres  of  expansion 
«nd  influence  for  fiance  and  Spain  re- 
spectively; and  bind  the  Spanish 
'Government,  on  the  demand  of  Germany, 
to  lease  to  Germany  a  port  in  Morocco, 
•on  the  Atlantic,  which  may  be  either 
'Casablanca  or  Rabat;  and  were  His 
Majesty's  Gk)vernment  aware  of  the 
•existence  of  an  agreement  to  this  effect 
1>efore  they  agreed  to  the  Anglo-French 
declaration  relating  to  Morocco,  of  8th 
April,  1904,  whereby  the  two  Govern- 
ments declare  that  they  have  no  inten- 
iion  of  altering  the  political  status  of 
Morocco. 


Resolutions  if  we  are  not  able  to  finish  it 
to-morrow.  I  hope  we  shall  finish  it  to- 
morrow, and  I  shall  ask  the  House  to 
allow  us  to  suspend  the  Twelve  O'clock 
Rule,  not  int  he  least  with  a  view  to 
having  a  lengthened  debate,  but  simply 
with  a  view  to  putting  us  in  the  position 
which  every  Government  has  been  in 
vdth  regard  to  the  debates  on  the  Budget 
for  a  1  ng  series  of  years.  The  Second 
Reading  of  the  Aliens  Bill  will  be  taken 
on  one  of  those  days. 

^\ 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
say  when  he  proposes  to  introduce  the 
Bill  dealing  with  the  educational  situation 
in  Wales  which  Lord  Onslow  referred  to 
last  week. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  that 
that  Bill  will  be  introduced  soon. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
What  is  the  necessity  for  suspending  the 
Twelve  O'clock  Rule  to-morrow. 


Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR .   We  have  no 
information  leading  us  to  believe  that 
the  agreements  which  my  hon.  friend  ! 
refers  to  have  any  exu>tence. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :Am  I  to  assume 
that  no  question  has  been  addressed  to 
Spain  or  to  France  referring  to  the  exist- 
ence of  this  Protocol  or  whether  there  is 
merely  an  absence  of  information ;  and 
whether,  in  the  absence  of  information, 
any  inquiry  has  been  or  will  be  addressed 
to  those  Powers  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No  inquiry  has 
been  addressed  by  us  to  the  Powers  with 
legard  to  an  instrument  the  existence  of  j 
which  we  disbelieve,   or,   at  any  rate, ' 
which  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  is  \ 
in  existence. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  H0U8K 
Sir    H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
<Stirl]ng  Burghs):    I  have  to  ask  the 
Prime    Minister  if    he  can  inform  the 
House  as  to  the  business  for  next  week. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Either  Monday 
or  Tuesday  will  be  devoted  to  the  con- 
dusioB  of  the  debate  on  the  Budget 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  privilege 
has  always  been  granted  to  every  Govern- 
ment on  the  Budget,  and  I  do  not  know 
why  we  should  be  worse  off  than  our 
predecessors. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 

But  is  it  not  a  bet  that  that  privilege 
is  granted  only  in  respect  of  those  Reso- 
lutions which,  if  they  are  not  agreed  to, 
might  result  in  a  loss  to  the  revenue,  and 
whether  the  Resolutions  which  are  of 
that  character  have  not  already  been 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Committee 
has  disposed  of  those  Resolutions,  and 
from  that  point  of  view  there  is  no 
excuse  for  the  suspension  of  the  Twelve 
O'clock  Rule.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  inquire  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth,  who 
has  spent  the  greatest  amount  of  time 
ever  spent  in  one  session  over  one 
Budget,  I  think  he  will  find  that,  under 
the  Sessional  Orders,  the  suspension  is 
usually  given  to  the  Government  for  this 
purpose. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.)  said,   after  an  interval 
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of  ten  years,  he  should  not  like  to 
pledge  himseli  on  the  subject.  But, 
as  far  as  his  recollection  went,  the 
suspension  of  the  Twelve  O'clock  Rule 
was  only  moved  in  respect  of  the 
Resolutions,  failure  to  pass  which  might 
imperil  the  revenue  and  which  it  was  de- 
sired to  pass  in  a  hurry. 

Mr.  a.  J.BALFOUR :  I  am  glad  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  interposition,  as 
it  has  enabled  me  to  consult  with  my 
colleagues  and  to  find  that  I  was  in  error. 
The  Sessional  Order  enables  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  Report  stage  of  the  Resolu- 
tions to  move  to  suspend  the  Twelve 
O'clock  Rule,  and  not  on  the  Committee 
stage.  That  being  so,  I  shall  not  press 
the  matter  further. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 
Mr.  Halset  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Members  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law,  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure: — ^Mr. 
Yerburgh  and  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution,  Mr.  Arthur 
Elliot  and  Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


HALI^MARKING  OF  FOREIGN  PLATE 
BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments,  from  the 
Standing  Commitee  on  Law,  etc. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  135.] 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Standing  Committee  to  be  printed. 
[No.  135.] 

Bill,  as  amended  (in  the  Standing 
Committee),  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion To-morrow,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Sm  157.] 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Austin  Taylor,  Member  for  the 
East  Toxteth  Division  of  Liverpool,  rose 
in  his  place,  and  asked  leave  to  move  the 
Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  a  definite  matter 
of  urgent  public  importance,  vix.,  ''  the 
composition  of,  and  the    scope   of  the  | 

iSir  William  Harcourt, 


reference  to,  the  Royal  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  Ecclesiastical 
Disorders  in  the  Church  of  England," 
but  the  pleasure  of  the  House  not  having 
been  signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called  on 
those  Members  who  supported  the  Motion 
to  rise  in  their  places,  and  not  less  than 
forty  Members  having  accordingly  risen — 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S. W.) : 
As  a  point  of  order,  asked  whether  it 
was  possible  for  the  hon.  Member  to 
make  his  Motion,  inasmuch  as  this  was 
an  appointment  by  the  Crown. 

♦Mr  .  SPEAKER :  In  this  as  in  other 
cases  th  e  Crown  acts  upon  the  advice  of 
Ministers. 

The  Motion  stood  over,  under  Standing 
Order  No.  10,  until  this  E  vening^s  Sitting. 


NEW  BILL. 


LIQUOR  SELLERS'  LIABILITY  BILL. 

**  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  com- 
pensation by  Sellers  of  laquor  in  certain 
cases,"  presented  by  Sit  Wilfrid  Lawaon ; 
supported  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  6th  May 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  158.] 


LICENSING  BILL. 
♦TheSECRETARY  op  state  p<»  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Axbrs- 
DouoLAs,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  Inaric- 
ing  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Licensing  Acts,  1828  to  1902,  in  re- 
spect to  the  extinction  of  licences  and  the 
grant  of  new  licences,  I  do  not  desire  to 
enter  at  this  stage  into  any  controversy 
on  the  general  question  of  the  Uoenaing 
law.  Nor  do  I  think  that  I  shall  oonaolt 
the  wishes  of  the  House  if,  in  making  an 
explanatory  statement,  I  were  to  cumber 
it  with  controversial  questions  more 
than  is  necessary  to  bear  out  the  argu- 
ments which  I  may  adduce.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House,  Imaintain. 
are  greatly  interested,  and  I  tiiink,  equally 
interested,  in  reducing  the  number  oi 
licences  in  this  country.  We  may  have 
different  views  as  to  the  methods  under 
which  those  lioenoes  are  to  be  reduced* 
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but  I  do  not  think  any  of  us  think  a  re- '  as  to  the  method  in  which  that  reduction 
duction  ifl  not  necessary.  The  total  number  I  should  be  brought  about. 


of  retail  on-licences  at  the  present  moment  i 
in  this  country  is  about  1(X),700 ;  that  was 
so  in  1903,  according  to  my  latest  inforina-  | 
tion.  IshouldliketopointouttotheHouse  I 
that  there  has  been  a  gradual  reduction  ; 
of  licences  during  recent  years.    I 'see  by 
looking  at  the  Returns  that  in  1881  there 
were   more    than    106,000  licences;     in 
1891,     103,000;   in  1901,    101,000;   and  i 
during  that  period  the  population  accord- 
ing to  the  census  has  increased  in  England  ' 
and  Walesfrom  nearly  26,000,000  in  1891  to 
32,500,000  in  1901.     The  ratio  of  licensed  [ 
houses  to  population  has  also  assumed  a 


Last  year  this  question  assumed  a  very 
controversial  aspect,  principally  owing  to 
the  action  of  certain  of  the  brewster 
sessions.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
magistrates  in  those  brewster  sessions 
were  actuated  only  by  the  best  possible 
motives,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
in  many  of  those  brewster  sessions  the^ 
acted  with  great  precipitancy,  and  with- 
out due  regard  to  the  hardships  which 
they  inflicted  upon  a  legal  and  a 
respectable  trade.  The  results  of  that 
action  were  discussed  last  year  in  a^ 
uuuBOB  w  pvjmiouiuu  uao  »iow  aoouun?**  o  ^^^^j^^g  jj^  ^j^jg  Houss,  and  a  Bill  was  in- 
far  more  satrnfaoto^  figure  durmg  *»»«;  t,oduced  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 

York.     I  will  only  allude  to  the  figures  U> 


same  period.  In  1881  there  was  one  on- 1 
licensed  house  to  242  of  the  population, ' 
in  1891  one  to  279,  in  1901  one  licensed  i 
house  to  322  of  the  population,  and  last  | 
year  on  the  figures  that  I  have  been  able 
to.  obtain  it  is  estimated  that  the 
proportion   was    reduced    to     one     to 


show  that  in  that  year  a  very  much  larger 
number  of  licences  than  usual  was  taken 
away  by  brewster  sessions  solely  on  the- 
ground  that  the  houses  were  not  required 
in  the  districts  in  which  they  existed. 
The  action  of  brewster  sessions  this  year 


331.    I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary,  i  ;"-«>»'-"  -*  u.owo^.  o««tuuo  vu«  jr«« 
K..nT.H  «nt^rina  .  «.vP^f.  fn  an  inf^  tL   ^^^  ^^^  somcwhat  different.    At  alaTge^ 


beyond  entering  a  caveat,  to  go  into  the 
question  as  to  whether  a  large  reduction 
in  licences  would  lead  to  a  corresponding 
reduction  in  intemperance,  or  even  a 
large  diminution  in  the  consumption  of 
alcohoUc  drinks.    For  my  own  part  I  am 


number  of  those  sessions  it  has  been 
stated  by  the  chairman  that  in  view  of 
legislation  promised  by  the  (Government 
in  this  House  they  would  hold  their 
hands.  But  at  the  same  time  there  has 
been  a  number  of  instances   in  which 


theory  that  it  would  has  not  been  p'roved  :  «?"»«•  '>P^  ^.Y*  oon^V^e^Wy  ^^^<f 
by  Retuma.  Comparing  a  statement  **»«  °>""*^'  <>*  ^"^"^^  ""  *»»•  ^*"«*  *«' 
made  to  the  Royal  Commission  as  to  the 
ratio  of  licensed  premises  to  population 
with  a  map  prepared  by  Mr.  Troup,  an 
excellent  official  of  my  Department, 
showing  the  numbers  of  o^ences  of 
drunkenness,   it   would  appear    that  in 


causes  other  than  those  of  misconduct*. 
I  could  give  the  House,  not  all  the 
statistics,  but  many  instances,  where  this 
policy  is  still  pursued,  hut  I  only  mention 
it  to  emi^asise  the  fact  that  this  question 
\a  one  that  it  is  as  desirable  now  to  settle 


many  counties  where  the' licences  were  i  *«.  '*/"  V*J««  J^f^  S^  ^^^  *'«''• 
r  i.t:_i_i_  j:.^^u..i.-j  i.v ^ 4,  ^«'  iriend  the  Leader  of  the  House  gave  a 


most  thickly  distributed  the  amount  of 
drunkenness  is  least,  whereas  in 
some  of  those  where  licences  are 
most  thinly  distributed,  such  as  North- 
umberland, Durham,  and  Lancashire,  I 
am  sorry  to  say  drunkenness  is  most  pre- 
valent.   But  I  do  not  want  to  labour  that 


pledge  that  if  these  proceedings  continued 
it  would  be  desirable  that  some  action 
should  be  taken  by  this  House.  The 
action  of  brewster  sessions  has  in  these 
cases  been  to  inflict  a  great  loss  and 
hardship  upon  men  who,  relying  at  all 
events  upon  what  they  thought  was  th^ 


point^because,  as  I  have  said,  we  all  want  |  law,  and  upon  a  practice  and  a  policy 


to  see  a  reduction  in  licences.  [An  Hon 
Mbmbbb  :  Why  J]  It  is  obviously  desir- 
able that  such  a  reduction  should  take 
place .  I  have  stated  it  as  the  policy  which 
I  thought  both  sides  of  the  House  agreed 
in,  and  I  think  the  chief  difference  be- 
tween the  two  sides  of    the  House  is 


,  carried  out  by  magistrates  for  generations, 

{  had  invested  large  sums  in  their  business. 

I  The  result  has  been  to  drive  out  of  the 

I  trade  many   men  of  good  antecedents 

and  of  character,  who  were  endowed  with 

capital  invested  in  their  houses,  and  in 

very  many  cases  to  put  in  their  place 

men  of  no  substance  and  with  little  to^ 
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lose.  I  understand  that  that  is  especially 
so  in  London,  where  many  men  of  sub- 
stance who  used  to  take  these  houses 
jhave  been  supplanted  by  foreigners  with 
mo  stake  in  the  business.  My  point  is 
this,  that  in  carrying  on  a  trade  of  this 
character  you  surely  ought  to  have 
.men  of  substance  and  character  and 
men  who  have  something  to  lose. 

What  is    the  position  of   those  who 
have  invested    capital  in  this  occupa- 
tion    which,    I    maintain,     is    legal? 
They   have    sunk    a    large    amount   of 
capital,   and  their  credit,  c^f  course,    is 
\very  much  impaired.     It  may  be  said 
:that  they  can  secure  immunity  by  insur- 
'ance.     I  do  not  think  that  statement  can 
be  borne  out  by  facts.    We  know  that  it 
was  held  not  only  by  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  but  by  my  friend 
.the  Member  for  Oxford  University,  who, 
in  charging   the  quarter  sessions  in  my  . 
rown  county  last  year,  referred  to  the  feet 
;that  the  justices  had  so  far  declined  to  | 
-refuse  licences  because  they  felt    they  \ 
would  be  confiscating  valuable  property ;  i 
but  he  went  on  to  say  that  now,  owing 
to  the  possibility  of  insurance,  that  fear  | 
might  be  dismissed.     Unfortunately  that 
is  not  the  case.    Licences  of  the  char-  ' 
acter  which  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  guard 
— that  is,  licences  held  by  persons  against 
whom  no  complaint  can   be  brought — 
are,  I  understand,  now  in  many  instances 
uninsurable.    In  proof  of  that  I  may  men- 
tion that  a  circular  was  issued  last  year 
by  the  Law  Guarantee  and  Trust  Com- 
pany in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  action 
of  the  magistrates  at  the  last  brewster 
sessions  had  rendered  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  their  future  policy  in  regard  to 
licence  insurance  necessary,  and  that  the 
directors  had    reluctantly  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  owing  to  the  risk  of  the 
compulsory      extinction     of      licences 
without  cause  assigned,  a  licence  should 
no  longer  be  a  subject    of    insurance. 
That  course  has  been  followed  by  other 
companies,  and  a  certain  class  of  pro- 
perty 's  therefore  no  longer  insurable.    I 
do   not    think  that    this   question    can 
really  be  in  any  doubt,  because  the  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Valley   last  year  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  insurance  as  a  protec- 
tion against  compulsory  reduction  was 
impossible.    I   think  we  shall   all  agree 
ihat  not  only  in  the  interest  of  temper- 
.  unce  reform,  but  quite  as  much  in  the 

Mr,  Jkers-Dovjjlof, 


interest  of  justice  and  fairness  to  a  lawfaf 
trade,  it  is  time  some  sohition  of  this 
difficulty  should  be  found. 

The  Government  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  various  methods   by  which 
this   evil    can    be    met      They   are   as 
'  anxious  as  hon.   Members    opposite    to 
I  see  a  reasonable   reduction   of   licensed 
I  houses,  and  they  have  come  to  the  con- 
I  elusion    that  the    best   method,    if    not 
I  the  only  method,  for  facilitating  such  a 
reduction  is  that  in  cases  where  licensed 
I  houses  are  reduced  solely  on  the  ground 
I  of    excessive  numbers — that  is  to   say, 
licensed  houses  against  which  no  com- 
I  plaint  is  made— compensation  should  be 
I  afforded  to  the  holders  of  the  licences  for 
I  the  loss  of  their  property.     According  to 
I  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  no  one  now 
I  doubts  that  the  licences  are  held   for  a 
I  year  only  ;  but  by  lone  custom,  and  by  a 
'  practice  of  long  standing,  licences    have 
I  been  yearly  renewed  by  the  justices,  and 
I  they  have  been  renewed  almost  as  a  matter 
'  of  course  in  all  those  cases  where  there 
was  no  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the 
I  holders.     On  the  strength  of  that  custom 
lar^e  sums  of  money  have  been  invested, 
and   the  security   has   been    recognised, 
because  death  duties  have  been  paid  on 
the  full  value  of  those  licensed  houses 
based  on  an  expectation  reasonably  held 
that  such  licences  would  be  renewed.     In 
framing  our  Bill  we  have  based  it  upon 
two  pnnciples — first,  on  the  principle  of 
compensation  to    those    whose    licences 
have  been  taken  away  on    grounds  of 
public  policy  and  not  on  the  ground  of  mis- 
conduct, and,  secondly,  on  the  principle 
that  the  compensation  should  be  paid  by 
the  trade.     In  both  of  these  proposals  we 
have  followed   the  recommendations   of 
the    Royal     Commission.       We     have 
further  sought  in  the  proposak  we  put 
forward  to  make  as   little    change   as 
possible   in    the  administration   of  the 
Licensing  Acts.      We  propose  that  the 
jurisdiction  to  refuse  a  renewal  or  trans- 
fer of  a  licence,  where  it  is  on  the  ground 
of  public  policy  only,  should  be  exercised 
solely  by  quarter  sessions,  and  for  this 
reas«>n,  that  under  our  scheme  quarter 
sessions  will  be  the  authority  to  impose 
contributions  on  the  trade  for  the  purpose 
of  compensation,  and  to  distribute  the 
compensation  money  when  it  is  raised. 
In  all  other  respects  the  jurisdiction  of 
brewster    sessions  will    remain    intact. 
Their  power   to  deal  with  all  cases  of 
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miaoonduct  and  of  imsuitability  of 
premises  will  remain  untouched.  On  the 
other  hand,  should  a  licensed  house  be 
thought  to  be  redundant — ^that  is,  that  it 
is  not  required  for  the  needs  of  the 
district — they  will  hear  and  decide 
the  case,  and  when  they  think  the 
house  unnecessary  they  will  send  the  case 
to  quarter  sessions^  together  with  their 
own  report.  As  a  special  safeguard  to 
the  trade,  we  have  provided  that  when 
licensing  magistrates  have  refused  the 
renewal  or  transfer  of  a  licence  they  must 
specify  in  writing  to  the  applicant  the 
grounds  of  their  refusal.  Quarter 
sessions,  in  determining  the  case,  besides 
having  the  report  of  the  licensing  justices, 
will  give  persons  interested  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  heard.  If  quarter 
sessions  then  decide  to  extinguish  the 
licence  on  the  ground  of  pubUc  policy 
they  shall  do  so  only  on  the  grant  of 
compensation. 

The  next  point  we  have  to  consider 
is  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be 
awarded  to  the  licencee,  and  wo  have 
decided  that  the  fair  measure  of  com- 
pensation which  ought  to  be  afforded  is 
the  difference  between  the  value  of  the 
licensed  premises  and  the  value  of  the 
premises  without  a  licence.  Of  course 
that  will  be  calculated  as  if  the  Act  had 
not  been  passed.  This,  again,  is  one 
of  the  recommendations  made  by  the 
majority  of  the  Royal  (yommission. 
Should  the  sum  awarded  by  quarter 
sessions  be  incapable  of  being  settled  by 
agreement  upon  that  basis,  the  amount 
will  be  fixed  by  the  Inland  Revenue 
Commissioners  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  would  fix  the  value  for  estate  duty, 
and  subject  to  a  like  appeal.  The  money 
will  be  divided  among  the  persons 
interested  in  the  licensed  premisea  in 
such  shares  as  may  be  settled  by  agree- 
ment, or,  in  default,  determined  by 
quarter  sessions.  Having  settled  that 
the  licensee  is  to  receive  compensation, 
the  next  point  is  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation which  can  be  raised  in  one 
year.  It  is  obvious  that  the  whole  of 
the  redundant  licences  cannot  be  reduced 
at  once,  at  all  events  without  throwing 
an  abBolutely  impossible  burden  upon 
the  trade,  who  will  have  to  pay  the 
oompensation  for  them.  On  the 
assumption  that  every  quarter  sessions 
will  decide  to  raise  in  its  district  the 
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\  maximum  amount  under  its  powers,  the 
amount  raised  in  the  cou  I'ry  would  be 
over  a  million  a  year.    As  to  the  fund 
itself,  which  I  will  call  the  insurance 
'  fund,  it  will  be  raised  as  regards   full 
licences  on  the  basis  of  the  annual  value 
of  the  licensed  premises  for  the  purpose 
of  the  publican  s  licence  duty,  and  the 
same  basis  will  also  be  applied  to  the 
beerhousee.     We    propose  a  graduated 
scale,  under  which  a  higher  duty  will  be 
imposed  upon  the  larger  houses.    At  the 
present  moment,  I  understand,  the  in- 
cidence of  the  duty  falls   with  peculiar 
I  severity  upon  some  of  the  smaller  houses, 
whereas  there  are  many   larger  houses 
and  hotels  which  practiciEdly  escape  very 
cheaply.    Under  this  fund,  accordingly, 
where  premises  are  assessed  at  less  than 
£\b  the  contribution  will  be  £i  a  year, 
I  at  less  than  X20  it  will  be  X2,  and  so  on 
I  up  the  scale  to  the  limit  of  some  £150  a 
I  year.    The  scale  will     appear   in    the 
schedule   of  the  Bill.    All    those    who 

I  receive  will  contribute.  We  have  inserted 
a  provision  to  enable  quarter  sessions  to 

j  borrow  on  the  security  of  the  annual  oon- 
'  tributions.  The  amounts  and  the  rules 
'  will  of  course  be  settled  by  a  central  body. 

I I  would  like  to  point  out  the  difficulties  of 
administering  a  central  fund.  They  are, 
I  think,  insuperable,  having  regard  to  the 
very  different  circumstances  which  pre- 
vail in  different  locaUties  and  the  entirely 
different  circumstances  of  many  towns 
and  cities.  Quarter  sessions  must  be  the 
judge  within  their  own  districts.  Under 
the  Bill  quarter  sessions  are  empowered 
to  raise  contributions  based  on  the 
annual  value  of  the  houses  within  their 
district.  The  maximum,  therefore,  is 
automatically  fixed  in  each  district 
These  are  the  main  provisionB  of  the  Bill. 

There  are  one  or  two  other  points,  how- 
1  ever,  which  the  House  might  like  me  to 
state.    Quarter  sessions  will,  of  course, 
have  the  power  of    acting    through    a 
committee.       We    are    in    some    diffi- 
culty in  regard   to    county   boroughs. 
I  The    appeal   at    present    Ues    to     the 
I  county    quarter    sessions,   but    looking 
i  at  the  size,  the  geographical  area,  and 
the  importance  of  some  of  these  large 
i  boroughs,  such  as  Liverpool  and  Birming- 
ham and  many  others,  we  propose  that 
the  duty  of  setting   the  compensation 
cases  under  the  Bill  should  go  to  the 
2  B 
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whole  of  the  magistrates  sitting  in  Com- 
mittee with  the  Recorder. 


Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham): 
county  boroughs  ? 


In  all  the 


;  was  in  admitting  the  great  importance  of 
j  the  question  which  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  discuss  that  afternoon.  Not  very 
,  long  ago  the  Prime  Biinister  appointed  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
drinking  system  of  this  country.  It  was 
'  a  Commission  of  very  diverse  views. 
There  were  on  it  gentlemen  connected 
with  the  trade ;  gentlemen  who  were 
strongly  opposed  to  the  trade ;  and 
gentlemen  who  had  no  opinion  at  all  on 
the  matter.  The  result  was  that  that 
Commission,  composed  of  these  diverse 
elements,  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  the  drinking  in  this  country  was  a 
gigantic  evil,  to  alleviate  which  no  labour 
should  be  spared.    That  had  been  the 


♦Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  AU  county 
boroughs.  In  regard  to  the  confirmation 
of  new  licences  we  propose  to  vest  the 
jurisdiction  in  quarter  sessions  and  to 
confer  upon  them  the  express  duty  of 
procuring  the  surrender  of  other  licences, 
i.e.,  if  they  should  grant  a  new  licence — 
although  we  do  not  want  to  see  licences 
extended — it  should  only  be  done  on  the 
condition  of  the  cession  of  an  old  licence 
or  several  old  licences  (a  discretion  which 

the  magistrates  now  have  and  exercise),  j  opinion  for  many  long  years  before  of  all 
or  of  the  payment  of  a  lump  sum  or ,  the  great  temperance  reformers,  who 
an  annual  payment  made  as  a  con- .  gpe^t  their  money,  time,  and  lives  in  trv- 
dition  of  the  grant.  In  moving  the  |  [^g  to  cure  that  gigantic  evil.  Nobody 
mtroduction  of  the  Bill  I  may  ;  ^ould  blame  them  for  doing  so,  or  chaUenge 
say  that  I  beUeve  it  is  one  which  i  the  sincerity  of  their  motives,  thou^,  of 
will  go  far  to  put  an  end  to  the  contro-  j  course,  they  sometimes  advocatjied  their 
versy  which  now  exists,  and  will  also  go  |  yjews  in  a  stvle  that  incurred  the  cen- 
very  far  to  a  fair  reductioaof  licences,  ;  g^e  of  many' people.  They  sometimes 
without  taking  away  a  man's  property  !  heard  that  in  such  and  such  a  place  there 
without  compensation,  and  gencraUy  I  \^g^  been  a  diminution  of  the  cases  of 
tendtopromotethecauseof  temperance.  I  drunkenness  brought  before  the  Police 
xM      T>TrrnTTTT3i   /n.     J     \      wii  ICourt.    But  why  was  that?     It  depended 

Mr.   RITCHIE  (Croydon) :    Will  my  ^^thing  more  or  less  than  the  way 

right  hon.  friend  say  what  he  proposes  ,  ^^^^-^^^  the  poHce  acted  in  those  districts, 
to  do  m  regard  to  the  ante.1869  beer-  |  jje  remembered  that  the  late  Colonial 
nouses  .  Secretary  in  giving  evidence  before  the 


^:^;*Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  They  will 
come  under  the  scheme.  I  am  fully 
aware  that  it  is  desirable  that  many  of 
these  houses  should  be  closed,  more  so 
than  other  houses,  but,  of  course,  it  would 
be  unfair  that  they  should  come  into  the 
scheme  without  some  of  the  iafeguards 
with  which  they  are  now  invested — in 
other  words,  the  property  in  these  licences 
being  practically  a  freehold,  they  should 
secure  a  larger  measure  of  compensation 
pro  rata  than  other  licences  which  have 
not  the  same  statutory  rights. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend   the  Licensing   Acts,  1828   to  i 
1902,  in   respect    to   the  extinction     of  i 
Licences  and  the  grant  of  new  Licences."  i 
~(Mr.  Secretary  Akers-Douglas.)  , 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cornwall, 
Camborne)  said  that  there  was  one  thing 
on  which  they  were  all  agreed,  and  that 

Mr.  AkerS'Douglas. 


Royal  Commission  said  that  one  turn  of 
'  the  screw  by  the  police  would  bring  in  ten 
'  times  more  cases  to  the  Police  Court. 
The  Government  had  brought  in  this  Bill, 
but  one  and  all  the  societies  in  the  country 
which  were  striving,  night  and  day,  to 
benefit  their  fellow  men  were  opposed  to  it. 
The  great  Church  of  England  Temperance 
Society  and  all  the  Bishops  were  dead 
against  the  policy  of  the  Government,  £s 
developed  in  the  Bill  introduced  that 
night.  There  were  2,300  petitions  against 
it,  and  only  ten  in  favour  of  it,  and  these 
came  from  the  trade.  That  showed  that 
there  was  no  popular  support  for  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  He  knew, 
however,  that  the  Government  would  be 
supported  by  their  followers,  because 
Party  loyalty  would  come  into  play. 

The  object  of  this  Bill  appeared  to  be  to 

I  check  the  reduction  of  the  licences  which 

had  lately  been  going  on.     Why  should 

the  reduction  be  checked  ?     It  was  the 

recommendation  of  the  Commission,  which 
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strongly  said  they  were  in  favour  of 
the  reduction  of  licences.  It  was  new  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  he  did 
not  think  it  would  do  any  good,  hut  he 
was  rather  in  favour  of  it.  That  seemed  to 
him  a  most  peculiar  position  to  take  up. 
The  reduction  of  licences  was  a  very 
practical  suggestion,  especially  as  there 
was  already  the  machinery  to  carry  it  out. 
For  centuries  the  law  had  recognised  that 
this  was  a  dangerous  trade  and  had  given 
power  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  to  do 
what  they  could  to  minimise  the  danger 
to  the  public.  It  was  a  most  honourable 
commission  to  entrust  to  the  justices. 
He  did  not  wish  to  praise  the  justices  too 
much,  because,  as  Mr.  Arthur  Chamber- 
lain had  said  recently,  they  were  proving 
the  friends  of  ^e  wolf  rather  than  the 
lamb.  But  they  had  seen  what  the  Com- 
mission had  said,  and  they  had  informed 
themselves  as  to  public  opinion  on  the 
matter,  and  they  naturally  felt  that  they 
must  try  to  stop  the  horrors  of  this  trade 
to  the  country,  and  although  they  com- 
menced to  act  in  a  tentative  manner  they 
acted  with  force.  What  was^the  result  ? 
Directly  they  started  the  trade  became 
alarmed.  They  came  in  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  Prime  Minister.  "  They  came, 
they  saw,  they  conquered."  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  received  them  with  his 
usual  courtesy  and  far  more  than  his  usual 
enthusiasm.  Having  heard  the  piteous 
cries  of  this  distressed  deputation,  which 
said  those  engaged  in  the  trade  were  going 
to  lose  their  living  and  were  going  to  the 
workhouse,  and  all  th€  rest  of  it,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  would  see  them 
through,  and  do  what  he  could  to  prevent 
them  coming  to  harm,  and  his  sympathy 
had  culminated  in  this  Bill.  He  would 
not  repeat  the  words  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man used,  because  he  might  venture  to 
say  there  had  not  been  a  day  pass  since  he 
nttered  them  when  they  had  not  been  re- 
peated either  at  temperance  meetings, 
or  meetings  of  the  licensed  victuallers. 
He  had  always  understood  that  the 
meanest  culprit  in  this  country  had  a 
right  to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence,  but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  condemned 
the  magistrates  without  hearing  them. 
If  he  might  use  the  classic  language  of 
to-day  he  would  venture  to  ask,  "  Did  the 
magistrates  intend  to  take  it  lying  down  ? " 
Could  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  trust 
the  magistrates  ?     He  was  a  magistrate 


but  not  of  the  general  kind.  His  fellow 
magistrates  were  the  friends  of  the  Grov* 
emmenty  Tories  of  the  most  pronounced 
description.  So  Tory  were  they  that  he 
was  a^aid  of  his  life  almost  whenever  they 
met  together.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  not  trust  the  magistrates  of 
England  to  look  after  the  licensing  system 
and  deal  with  the  licences,  whom  could 
he  trust  ? 

This  was  a  revolutionary  measure. 
It  was  going  to  turn  an  annual 
leasehold  into  a  freehold.  That  was  its 
object.  The  effect  of  that  was  to  double 
the  value  of  the  property.  In  other 
words  the  Government  by  this  measure 
would  take  hundreds  of  millions  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people  and  put  it  into  the 
pockets  of  the  licensed  victuallers.  The 
Advertiser,  the  great  organ  of  the  trade, 
recently  said  that  what  was  wanted  was 
not  compensation  but  protection — ^it  was 
the  same  thing.  One  authority  on 
political  economy  had  said  that  all  pro- 
tection was  robbery.  What  claim  had 
these  men  to  this  money  ?  What  had  they 
done  for  it  ?  They  had  done  their  work 
only  too  well.  They  had  filled  our  gaols, 
our  workhouses,  and  our  lunatic  asylums, 
and  they  had  filled  their  own  pockets  be- 
yond the  dreams  of  avarice.  Why  should 
they  have  any  money  ?  They  had  had 
the  licences  and  had  made  money  on  them. 
There  could  only  be  three  alternatives  to 
the  position  of  hcence  holders.  First, 
they  might  have  made  mone> ;  second, 
they  might  have  lost  money ;  and  third, 
they  might  be  in  the  same  position  as  when 
j  they  started.  If  they  had  made  money 
then  on  losing  their  licence  they  could  put 
what  they  had  made  in  their  pockets  and 
go  away.  If  they  had  lost  money,  a 
benefit  was  conferred  by  taking  away  the 
licence,  and  as  regarded  the  third  class  no 
harm  could  be  done  to  them  if  the  licences 
were  cancelled.  If  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  were  once  accepted,  and  there  was  to 
be  a  claim  for  money  compensation  by  the 
man  who  was  not  to  get  his  licence  re- 
newed, then  the  country  would  immedi- 
ately have  the  whole  of  the  licensed 
victuallers,  like  **  the  old  man  of  the  sea,'* 
upon  its  shoulders,  and  the  burden  would 
never  be  removed.  He  had  read  of  a 
Roman  Emperor  who  said  he  found  Rome 
stone,  and  left  it  marble.  What  would  be 
said  of  a  Government  who  could  boast 
that  they  found  England  drunken,  and 
2  B  2  n  \ 
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left  it  sober  t  This  (jovernment  went 
wholly  the  other  way,  and  instead  of 
attempting  to  alleviate  the  position 
did  what  in  it  lay  to  8tereot3rpe  the 
miseries  and  horrors  of  this  trade  apon 
the  country, 

Hb.  ORETTON  (Derbyshire,  S.)  said 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Bill 
wonld  receive  the  support  of  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  who  had  made  one  of 
those  speeches  they  had  so  often  heard 
with  pleasure  and  amusement.  The 
real  question  was  not  so  much  the 
extreme  views  of  the  temperance  leaders, 
but  whether  an  effort  ^ould  be  made 
to  settle  the  question  of  compensation 
on  reasonable  lines  which  less  violent 
and  moderate  men  would  support.  The 
Bill  had  one  valuable  principle — it  re- 
cognised the  principle  of  compensation, 
and  it  provided  a  fund  which  was  to  be 
at  the  command  of  magistrates  at  quarter 
sessions  to  compensate  those  licence 
holders  from  whom  licences  were  taken 
away  on  public  grounds.  But  while 
he  thanked  the  Government  for  the 
introduction  of  this  principle  it  was  well 
to  notice  that  the  money  would  be  taken 
out  of  the  licence  holder's  own  pocket 
to  provide  compensation.  He  proposed 
to  reserve  his  opinion  on  these  details 
until  he  saw  the  Bill  in  print.  One 
other  point  he  desired  to  mention  was 
that  the  Bill  failed  to  deal  with  the 
flagrant  and  scandalous  injustice  of 
packing  the  benches  with  extreme  parti- 
sans of  the  tempenmce  party.  With 
the  vast  majority  of  magistoites  he 
suggested  no  cause  of  compUdnt,  but  it 
was  impossible  for  any  body  of  men  to 
use  a  wise  and  reasonable  discretion  in 
the  administration  of  the  law  if  they 
were  animated  by  extreme  and  parti- 
san views  on  the  question  upon  which 
they  had  to  adjudicate,  and  he  regretted 
the  Bill  contained  no  provision  for 
modifying  that  position  in  any  way. 
He  admitted  that  the  proposed  reference 
of  the  cases  to  quarter  sessions  was  in 
some  degree  a  safeguard  by  which  violent 
prejudices  in  certain  localities  might  be 
Restrained.  If  a  division  was  taken,  he 
should  certainly  vote  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that  it 
affirmed  the  principle  of  compensation. 

♦Mb.  WHITTAKER  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Spen  Valley)  said  it  was  understood  tha^ 
Sir  Wilfred  Lawson, 


the  Government  had  had  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  and  trouble  in  arriving  at  the 
Bill  they  were  now  asking  leave  to  intro^ 
duoe,  but  he  ventured  to  suggest  that  they 
were  only  at  the  beginning  of  their 
troubles.  If  the  other  Bills  were  not 
introduced  because  they  were  worse  than 
the  one  now  brought  forward,  they  must 
have  been  bad  indeed.  The  Home 
Secretary  had  admitted  that  there  was 
no  legal  claim  for  compensation.  That 
marked  a  great  advance  since  1888.  The 
power  of  the  justices  and  the  legality  of 
their  action  was  admitted  ;  there  was  no 
vested  interest ;  if  there  were  any  right 
it  could  be  enforced  in  a  Court  of  law.  It 
was  said  that  there  had  been  exceptional 
and  unexpected  action,  that  the  liquor 
seller  understood  the  law  to  be  something 
different  from  what  it  was.  That  was 
not  true.  The  trade  had  known  the  law 
for  many  years.  The  decision  in  "  Sharp 
V,  Wakefield  "  did  not  announce  the  state 
of  the  law  to  the  world  or  to  the  liquor 
trade ;  it  merely  re-affirmed  decisions 
going  back  120  years.  He  had  with  him 
decisions  affirming  the  absolute  discretion 
of  the  justices  given  under  the  old  law, 
consolidated  in  the  Act  of  1828,  by  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  and  in  1828  by 
Lord  Brougham,  in  1870  by  Mr.  Justice 
Lush,  and  in  1878  by  Lord  Justice  Cock- 
burn.  In  giving  his  decision  in  the ' '  Sharp 
V.  Wakefield*'  case,  Lord  Hannen  said 
the  matter  had  been  decided  long  ago  ; 
therefore  it  was  not  a  new  decision.  To 
show  that  the  trade  knew  the  state  of  the 
law  he  would  quote  the  evidence  given 
by  their  own  chosen  representative^ 
Mr.  Joseph  Stinton,  Chairman  of  the 
United  Towns  Licensed  Victuallers'  As- 
sociation, before  a  Committee  of  this 
House  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Villiers,  in  1854— 

**  (Q.)  Aa  the  law  now  standa  the  magistrates 
oannot  dedare  the  f orfetture  of  a  hoenoe  onleiB 
a  man  has  been  conyicted  three  times  T  (A.) 
Tee.  (Q.)  The  magistrates  may  refuse  to 
renew  the  lioenoe  ?  (A.)  Yes,  at  the  licensing 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  (Q.)  Annually,  at  thl^ 
licensing  day,  a  magistrate  of  his  own  know- 
ledge may  or  may  not  renew  the  lioenoe  ? 
(A.)  Exactly. 

Then  there  was  the  letter  written  to  the 
Morning  Advertiser  by  Mr.  Nash  in  1883, 
regretting  that  What  the  trade  knew  had 
been  made  public — 

'*  A  still  more  unfortunate  result  of  thr 
*  Darwen  *  ca»e  was   that   it   promulgated  and 
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«<>^iiiged  wht^  had  been  hitherto  moit  or  lew 
•  profesuooal  •eoret»  vis.,  that  siibjeot  to 
Appeal  the  lioensing  magiBtrates  oould  refuse 
to  renew  a  licenoe  to  any  and  every  holder  of 
an  on-Uoenoe.'* 


were  refused  for  that  in  conjunction 
with  some  other  reason.  That  was  an 
average  of  about  200  a  year. 


^*Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) : 
Is  the  hon.  Member  including  those 
licences    which    lapsed  because   of  the 


Moreover,  every  edition  of  "  Paterson," 
oommencing  with  1872,  the  recognised 
legal  I  text-book    on    the    subject,  had 

aflarmed  the  absolute  discretion  of  the  I  pwniises  having  been  pulled  down  ? 
magistrates.  I 

On  the  figures  of  the  refusals  of  renewals  ,  *Mr.  WHITTAKER  said  the  total  he 
last  year  the  Home  Secretary  had  abso-  ^"^  mentioned  included  only  those  that 
lutelynocase.  The  number  of  refusals  last  i  were  refused  renewal.  If  a  house  was 
year  in  the  first  instance  was  639,  of  which  P^Ued  down  or  the  licence  lapsed  no 
no  fewer  than  331  dared  not  face  an  j  application  was  made  for  renewal.  What 
appeal  to  quarter  sessions,  and  of  the  '  ^®  ^*d  given  were  absolute  refusals  of 
app3als  lodged  139  were  dismissed.  So  j  renewals. 
that  of  the  cases  in  which  appeals  were 

lodged,  only  140  or  150  lost  their  licences,  i      An    HON.   MEMBER  :    That   is   the 
Surely  that  was  not  an  excessive  number  ?    total  reduction. 
According  to  the  Returns,  for  twenty-six  j 

years  since  1875  the  average  number  of '  *Mr.  WHITTAKER  said  it  was  not 
refusals  in  the  first  instance  was  331  per  i  the  total  reduction.  The  figure  he  had 
year.  Between  1875  and  1886  the  given  was  the  number  refused  by  the 
average  was  407.  Therefore  this  was  no  magistrates  each  year.  Compensation 
new  departure.  The  reason  for  the  was  thought  to  be  necessary  in  1888 
fewer  refusals  in  recent  years  was  that  &nd  1890,  and  they  were  complaining 
legislation  had  been  expected.  In  1896  {  of  what  was  called  a  grievance  then, 
the  Government  appointed  a  Royal  Com-  Most  hon.  Members  had  heard  of  Bur- 
mission,  and  during  the  sittings  of  that  |  detCs  Official  Intdligencer.  In  Bur- 
Commission,  and  after  the  publication  i  deU  was  given  the  particulars  of  most 
of  its  Report,  in  the  expectation  that  |  of  the  public  companies  in  the  country, 
legislation    would    be    introduced,    the    ^tid  it  contained  information  of  380  of 


magistrates  somewhat  held  their  hand. 
Then  finding  the  Government  had  no 
serious  intentions  of  legislating,  the 
magistrates  quite  properly  proceeded  to 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands  and 
to  do  their  duty  as  they  ought  to  have 


the  principal  brewery  and  distillery 
companies.  The  "  Over  Darwen  *'  case  was 
in  1883,  and  "Sharp  v.  Wakefield"  came 
before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in 
1888.  Of  those  380  brewery  and 'dis- 
tillery   companies    to    which    he    had 


done  it  before.  But  even  last  year's  j  alluded,  only  fourteen  existed  before 
refusals  had  not  brought  the  number  up  1883,  and  thirty  were  formed  between 
to  the  average.  For  the*  twenty-one  I  1883  and  1888.  Therefore  all  the  380 
years  before  the  appointment  of  the  i  except  forty-four  had  been  put  on  to 
Royal  Commission  the  average  number !  the  public  since  "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield." 
of  refusals  in  the  first  instance  was  331 ;  |  That  meant  two  things.  In  the  first 
for  the  four  years  after  the  Royal  Com- 1  place  that  those  who  were  in  before 
mission  it  fell  to  187  per  annum,  or  for  Sharpe  v.  Wakefield  got  out  and  got 
the  five  years  including  the  larger  number  '  their  money.  The  second  thing  meant 
last  year  the  average  was  only  277,  or  was  that  those  who  went  into  these 
sixty  per  annum  below  the  average  of  the  j  companies  went  into  them  with  "their 
twenty-one  years  before  the  Royal  Com-  eyes  open,  knowing  what  the  risk  was, 
mission.  What,  then,  was  all  this  outcry  This  trade  had  been  put  on  to  theTpublic 
about  ?  Where  was  the  serious  injury  ?  steadily  year  by  year.  The  amount 
The  Home  Secretary  had  dwelt  on  the    of  money  added  to  the  flotations  on  the 


number  of  licences  refused  because  they 
were  not  required.  According  to  the 
Returns  for  thirteen  years,  1»316  renewals 
were  refused  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
they  were  not  required,  and  1,100  more 


Stock  Exchange  for  brewery,  and  distillery 
companies    in    1891     was    £4,700,000 
in  1982,  £2,900,000;  1893,  £1,800,000 
1894,    £2,500,000;     1895,     £7,100,000 
1896,   £10,000,000;    1897,   £16,000,000 
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1898,  £26,000,000;  1899,  £11,900,000; 
1900,  £9,000,000;  1901,  £4,900,000; 
1X)2,  £4,700,000;  and  1903,  £3,000,000. 
That  was  the  way  the  public  had  been 
let  in  for  these  licences.  The  trade 
knew  they  had  no  vested  interest  in 
those  licences  and  the  public  subscribed 
the  capital.  He  had  read  in  a  morning 
paper  that  not  a  few  Members  of  this 
House  were  interested  in  this  business, 
and  they  every  one  went  in  knowing  what 
the  law  was  and  knowing  what  the  risk  \ 
was,  and  they  had  gone  in  for  a  very 
profitable  investment. 

They    had      heard      a    great      deal  i 
about    the   war   tax   and   the    troubles  I 
of   the     trade.      He     had    with      him 
a    list    of     100     brewery     companies,  i 
and  he  had  got  out  the  dividends  they  ' 
had  paid  for  the  last  ten  years.    He ' 
must   say  that   they   had   paid   bigger ; 
dividends  in  recent  years  than  ever  they 
had  paid  before.     There  was  no  other  ' 
trade  in  the  country  that  was  paying  i 
such  dividends,  and  yet  they  were  told 
that     this    was    the    broken-down    and 
decaying  industry  that  had  to  be  helped  ' 
out  of  a  hole.    He  was  aware  that  there  ! 
were  others    which    had  paid    smaller ! 
dividends,  but  if  100  breweries  could  do 
well  it  was  clear  that  it   was  not  the  ' 
licensing  magistrates  or  the  war  duties  { 
which  aSEeoted  the  others.    They  suffered  ' 
from  bad  management,   over-capitalisa- 
tion,   and  paying  excessive  prices    for  ' 
their  houses.  | 

NaWer  and  Collyer  paid  9  per  cent,  in 
1891, 10  per  cent,  in  1892-^-4,  and  22^ 
per  cent,  in  1901-2-3 ;  Oakhill  Brewery 
Co.  paid  14  per  cent,  in  1893,  15  per 
cent,  in  1894,  and  19  per  cent,  for  the 
five  years  ending  1902;  R.  Younger, 
Edinburgh,  paid  10  per  cent,  in  1897, 
and  15  per  cent,  in  1900-1901-2-3; 
Stretton*s  Derby  Brewery  paid  6  per 
cent,  in  1895,  and  10  per  cent,  in  1901-2 ; 
Strong  and  Co.  paid  12^  per  cent,  in 
1895,  and  18^  per  cent,  in  1903 ;  Strout's, 
Shefiield,  10  per  cent,  in  1895,  and  20  for 
the  four  years  ending  1903;  Trelfall's 
(Liverpool)  9  per  oent.  in  1889,  then  10 
per  cent,  for  five  years,  and  20  per  cent, 
for  190a-190J-2-3. 

He  had  100  cases  showing  an  enormous 
increase  in  dividends.  Therefore,  it  was 
not  an  industry  which  was  being  driven 
down  to  the  dogs  and  was  decaying,  but 

Mr.  WTiUiaJcer, 


it  was  one  which  was  piling  up  wealthy 
and  everybody  in  it  invested  his  money 
knowing    what   the   position    was.    He 
was  aware  that  some  public-houses  had 
been  bought  at  ridiculous    prices    but 
they  were  not  responsible  for  that.    Last 
year  was  a  bad  year  and  th^  had  heavy 
war  taxation.    What  was  the  effect   on 
the  stock  market  ?    The  Bankers*  Maga- 
zine gave  every  year  quotations  ami  prices 
of  many   representative     stocks  of    all 
kinds     of  securities,    and  showed    how 
much  they  had  risen  and  fallen  during 
the  year.    The   Bankers'   Magazine   se- 
lected  eight  brewery   companies   repre- 
I  sentiag    about    £11,000,000.    Last  year 
;  they  fell  on  the  market  1*6  per  cent.,. 
,  whilst    British    Government    stock    fell 
I  3*5.    Therefore  the  brewery  companies- 
I  that  paid  the  war  tax  had  a  smaller  fall 
in  their  securities  than  the  Government. 
Therefore  the  taking  away  of  licences  had. 
I  not  brought  down  the  Stock  Exchange 
,  value.    He  had  seen  the  prospectus  of 
the  Licences  Insurance  Corporation,  and 
I  he  noticed  that  they  were  msuring  more 
I  than  ever.     The  prospectus  urged  that 
I  insurance  was  necessary  **  owing  to  the 
i  licence  in  which  the  chief  value  lies  being 
an   annual    grant   and   being   liable    to 
1  forfeiture  and  non-renewal."    This  proe- 
I  pectus    was    issued     in     1902,     before 
I  the    disturbance    of    last    year.    There 
was  another  sentence  to  which  he  desired 
I  to  draw  attention,  and  which  put  the 
i  whole  question  into  a  nutshell.    It  said — 

'*  Owners,     leaseholders,     mortgagees,     and 
tenants  themselvee  stake  their  money  on  Uie 
i  continuity  of  the  lioenoe." 

He  called '  particular  attention  to  the 
word   "  stake,"  because  it  savoured  of 
gambling  and  taking  a  chance.    That  was 
not  an  investment,  and   they   did   not 
''  stake  "  their  money  when  they  invested 
in    Consob.      Those     gentlemen     had 
'  ^'  staked"  their  money,  and  they  had  re- 
ceived the  big  dividends  which  had  been 
paid  by  the  brewery  companies,  and  be- 
I  cause  a  few  houses  had  been  taken  from 
I  them  they  went  whining  to  the  Prime 
I  Minister  and  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
I  those  statesmen  were  simple  enough  to 
<  listen  to  them.    Why  had  these  brewery 
and  distillery  companies  not  formed  a  de- 
preciation   fund  and    a  reserve    fund. 
Some  of  them  had  already  done  so,  and 
had   prepared   themselves   for   the   loas 
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of  their  licences.  When  they  held  a 
precarious  security  the  proper  course 
was  to  put  aside  funds  to  deal  with  such 
cases.    If  they  had  not  done  this  they 


monopoly  that  now  existed.  If  licences 
were  to  be  given  on  the  principle  of  ex- 
change the  present  brewers  were  to  be 
the  only  people  who  would  get  into  this 


were  not  entitled  to  complain  when  they  i  trade.  It  was  a  gross  injustice  to  the 
were  called  upcm  to  find  a  little  money  |  neighbourhood  concerned.  If  a  new 
for  depreciation  in  the  value  of  their  neighbourhood  was  to  have  a  Ucence  it 
property.    Behind  all  this  there  was  an  j  ou^t  to  have  it  irrespective  of  any  other 


appeal  to  quarter  sessions.  Who  were 
quarter  sessions  ?  If  there  was  any  body 
in  tiiis  countiy  which  represented  the 
Conservative  proprietary  and  reverence 


consideration.  If  a  public-house  was  to 
be  given  up  it  ought  to  be  shut  up  whether 
there  was  another  to  be  opened  or  not. 
This    proposal     meant    that     valueless 


for  property,  surely  it  was  the  magis-  ,  licences  would  be  kept  alive  simply  in 
trates  of  quarter  sessions.  Not  a  order  that  they  might  be  exchsmged.  It 
single  licence  had  been  taken  away  j  was  proposed  to  give  power  to  quarter 
except    with    the    distinct    approval    of '  sessions. 

quarter  sessions,  or  else  it  was  a  hopeless       m.  -j  x,  t  xi. 

^oo^  «^^«  ^uLi.  4.1.  „  j«.«  «^*  ♦«!.-.  The  evidence  ajiven  before  the 
case   upon   which   they   dare   not   take  i  r»       i   />•  \       j      n  xi.        i. 

the  opinion  of  quarter  scesions.  The  Royal  Commission  showed  all  through 
Majority  Beport  of  the  Royal  Commission  I  ^-^tt**  powers  of  quarter  sewions 
stated  that  they  regarded  a  large  sup- 1  ^«"  ^''f^^  •"»"■«*«•?«  I'^PK^g  ™V"^  *^« 
preeaion  of  Uceiiee  fs  essential.  Never- ,  ''^^^^.  *«  '^«"^'f«  J'"*'«^^  "^  *!"" 
theleaa  the  Govermnent  did  not  move  a  T*k^W  "'  VTu^  T'"  •  ^  ."^ 
peg  until   recently.    If  the  number  of  I  "*  *!"«  Ho,jse  had  been  to  give  greater 

"  on  »  Ucences  in  England  and  Wales  was  i  f^^^'  **»,  f^  i^f"^?^  "^  ^^"^  ,,?^.  """^ 
reduced   to   the  sZe   number   in  p,o.  |  ^ '««'"<=*  ^hefacihties  for  seUing  hquor. 

,^,. • X    ^u  1  x-  •     a    xi     J    Every  Committee  and  every  Commission 

portion  to  the  population  as  m  Scotland  ,  ^i^^^  -^i.^ j    _^   ,._ j    i j_j    ^^_^ 

they    would    have    to    aboUsh    53,000 


licences  in  England  and  Wales.    Every 
man   who  got  a  licence  knew  that  he 


that  had  sat  had  recommended  that 
more  power  should  be  given  to  the 
people  and  that  the  facilities  for  getting 
hquor  should  be  diminished.    Even    the 


got  it  for  a  year,  and  when  he  sold  the    Tjt„„^    ^.f    t i       *    4.x.  *, 

\i^^^  V.         ij      x     11  xv      v    ,  House    of    Lords,     not    the    most   re^ 

licence  he  could  not  sell  any  more  than  he  i  .  i,  . .  _        uj^Vj  jjxi^x 


any 
got.     It  was  merely  a  locua  standi  for  a 

renewal,  and  every  man  who  bought  a  ;  IV"^  "^^  uv^ciioco  ^^^^^^  "'',  F**/'  ""uci 
licenced  house  bought  it  with  that  risk.  :S^o^;"  S^"^*^*  of  the  justices.  In 
They  had  had  the  p^fit  and  they  wanted  ^f-'^  ^Z^T'^T^^T^  *  """"'I 
to  evade  the  risk  One  great  objection  |  ^i  'f***'"  wl"ch  extended  the  powers  of 
4.^    4.I.:      i>ii  xu  X    xv  '  the  hcensmg  justices.     It  freed  their  hand 

to    this    Bill   was    that   there    was    no    -  ^* 

reform  in  it.    Almost  every  item  in   it 
was  a  retrograde  step.    It  was  a  measure 


volutionary  body,  had  recommended  that 
the   1869  licenses  should  be  put   under 


°^  I  by    relieving    them    from    the    fear   of 


which  would  block  the  way  to  local 
popular  control  of  every  kind.  Com- 
pensation was  to  come  from  the  locaUty 
as  a  permanent  and  perpetual  arrange- 
ment.    They  never  could  get  rid  of  the 


having  costs  imposed  upon  them.  What 
was  the  object  of  that  legislation?  It 
was  to  encourage  them  to  act  more  freely. 
It  gave  them  more  power,  and  that  it- 
self was  a  testimony  that  they  had 
properlv  exercised  their  powers  in  the 
past.     Having  given  them  more  power 


lot  by  that  means.  Who  was  to  buy  |  ^^^  invited  them  to  go  forward  the 
out  the  last  one  ?  It  was  absolutely ,  p^^^  ^j^j^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^j^ 
impossible.  It  was  giving  a  freehold  and  ^j^^  ^j^^j  ^^  ^^^  ^j  ^^ 
enhancing    the    value    of    the    business  I  ;.^j^    4.^    4.     2-:«x: i-i.^ 


enormously.    A  compulsory  mutual  as- 


trade    to    put     restrictions     upon 


the 
full 


ruiouijr   uiuuuai  «     authority    of     the    justices.      The 
surance  scheme   was  powible,   but  the  |  ^i^^^^j/^    ^^    ^^^  'v^^^rmn^    authority 


power  and  discretion  of  the  justices  and 
the  people  must  not  only  be  maintained 
but  must  be  increased  rather  than 
diminished.  Something  had  been  said 
about    the    exchange    of    Ucences.    He 


was  absolutely  essential  to  the  proper 
supervision  of  the  Uquor  trade.  It  was 
th  t'  full  discretion  which  was  the  key- 
note of  their  authority.  There  was 
much  in  connection  with  the  manager 


would  not  go  into  that,  except  to  say  j  ment   of   a  public-house,  much  in  con 
that  it  would  extend  and  aggravate  the  '  nection  with  the  men  in  the  house,  which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


715  Licensing  {COMMONS}  BUI  716 

could  not  be  put  in  the  form  of  a  charge  ]  —they  are  the  pnbllc  stages  of  drunkenness 
upon  which  a  conviction  could  be  got  at    •'"^  disorder.    Let  care  be  taken  in  the  choice 

quarter  sessions.     It  was  that  authority   ?'  f*®^?"^.  ^f?J^'  *?^,**  '^^^'^^^  appointed 

i^i    fV»A    inof;/.iw>    ♦r.    »»«,..^   *^    -^* •     to  be  the  hvehhood  of  a  large  family.  ...  In 

of  the  justices  to  refuse  to  renew  a  many  places  they  (alehouses)  swarm  by  default 
licence  on  any  ground  they  thought  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  that  set  up  too 
sufficient  that  gave  them  the  most  ™*«*y-  ...  If  the  justices  will  not  obey  your 
valuable  control  they  had.  Why  was  i  ^^^^  therein,  certify  their  default  and  their 
there  this  attack  on  the  discretion  of  i  3KgS/»  "^"^  ^''''  '^'  '^""^  ^^  ^ 
the  justices  ?   The  Grovemment  had  not  | 

been  moved  by  the  evils  Wthe  liquor  trade;  •  He  ventured  to  say  that  was  worthier 
they  had  not  been  moved  by  the  poverty,  ,  language  than  that  of  the  present  Prime 
misery,  and  crime  resulting  from  the  Minister  when  replying  to  the  deputa- 
drink  system.  The  Grovemment  had  I  tion  that  waited  upon  him  from  the 
played  with  this  question  long  enough,  i  liquor  trade, 
and   the    appointment    of    the    Royal ' 

Commission  in  1896  was  merely  a  j  ♦Mr.  LLOYD  WHARTON  (Yorkahixe, 
device  for  staving  off  the  evil  day.  When  '  W.R.,  Ripon)  said  that  in  listening  to 
the  Royal  Comrmssioa  reported  they  did  I  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
not  deal  with  it  except  to  pass  a  meagre  Spen  Valley  Division  he  was  anxious  to 
measure  m  1902,  which  was  good  so  far  i  hear  some  imention  of  the  BUI, 
as  it  went,  but  was  miserably  inade-  but  from  beginning  to  end,  with  the 
quate  for  deaUng  with  the  question.  •  exception  of  haH  a  sentence,  he  had  not 
It  was  the  Woolwich  and  the  Rye  elec-  heard  a  word  with  regard  to  the  measure, 
tions  that  stirred  the  righteous  souls  of  The  Bill  mainly  provided  for  what  was 
the  Prime  Mimster  and  the  Lord  Chan  k^own  as  compensation.  The  hon.  Mem- 
cellor.  Wpn  they  saw  that  their  ma-  ber  had  said  a  good  deal  about  the  Royal 
jority  was  in  danger  they  were  moved  and  Commission.  He  was  a  member  of  it 
itiwas  now  proposed  to  bring  ma  Bill.  |  ^nd  signed  the  Minority  Report  which 
It  was  to  have  been  the  Erst  Bill  the  |  ^^s  in  f favour  of  compensation.  Of 
House  WW  to  have  this  session,  but  course  the  hon.  Member  was  entitled 
the  Government  had  found  some  '  to  change  his  mind  if  he  liked, 
difficulty    in    framing   it.      They    were 

only   moved   by    the    reason     he     hid        ^„    ^  TTTTTTmm  *  ^^n       t     i 
stated  to   defend   this    gigantic   mono-       *Mr    WHITTAKER  :     I    have     not 
poly  and  to  entrench  it  more  strongly    ^^^^nged  my  mmd. 
in  the  position   which   it  already    held. 

It  was  the  hangman's  whip  of  the  pubU-  I  *Mb.  LLOYD  WHARTON  said  that 
can's  vote  that  brought  them  to  the  ^^  that  case  they  might  reckon  upon  the 
brewers'  heel.  What  i  deplorable  de-  '  hon.  Member's  vote  when  they  went  into 
gradation  of  a  great  Party !  He  read  i  the  Lobby.  The  old  charge  against 
to  the  House  l£^t  session  a  quotation  compensation  was  that  they  were  going 
from  the  charge  given  by  Lord  Keeper  ;  to  tax  the  rate  or  taxpayers  to  provide 
Coventry  to  the  Judges  going  out  to  the  compensation  for  the  brewer.  At  any 
assizes.  He  would  read  it  again  to  the  '  rate  that  could  not  be  said  of  this  Bill. 
Prime  Minister  who  was  not  present  They  were  asking  the  brewers  to  provide 
when  he  read  it  formerly.  Lord  Keeper  i  their  own  compensation.  He  called  this 
Coventry  was  a  Prime  Minister  in  the  a  good  Bill.  It  was  good  from  two  points 
time  of  the  Stuarts,  and  on  that  particular  of  view.  He  believed  it  would  provide 
occasion  he  was  addressing  the  Judges  '  for  a  more  just  consideration  of  the 
who  were  going  out  to  the  assizes  that  i  subject  whether  licences  should  be 
tried  John  Hampden.    He  said —  !  taken  away  or  not  than  had  hitherto  been 

"  The  next  thing  that  I  shaU  mention  onto  ^^^  .  ^^*®®»  *^^  ^*  would  also  enable 
you  is  alehooaes.  I  account  alehouaea  and  i  j^^i®^  to  act  who  had  felt  the 
tippling  houaet  the  greatest  peeto  in  the  king-  |  inequity  of  taking  away  a  licence 
dom.  I  give  it  you  in  charge  to  take  a  course  ^^  &  house  which  was  well  conducted 
that  none  be  permitted  unless  they  are  licensed,  in  the  past.  They  would  be  able 
As  for  the  licensed  alehouses,  let  them  be  few  under  this  Bill  to-  do  what  no  doubt 
and  in  fit  places.  If  they  be  in  private  comers  they  had  been  anxious  to  do,  if  they  could 
and  ill  places  they  become  the  den  of  thieves    have  done   it  fairly,   in  the  past — they 

Mr,  Whittaker.  ^  . 
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would  be  able  to  take  away  unnecefisary 
licences  and  the  compensation  would 
come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  trade. 
That  was  the  substance  of  the  Majority 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission.  He 
did  not  propose  to  discuss  the  details, 
but  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
question  of  surrender.  It  had  to  be 
remembered  that  surrender  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  another  house  need  not 
necessarily  be  in  the  same  locality. 
It  was  necessary  to  make  that  statement 
or  hon.  Members  might  have  gone  away 
with  the  idea  that  it  must  be  so.  He 
did  not  know  what  his  right  hon. 
friend  might  have  provided  with  re- 
garded to  that,  but  his  idea  was  that 
under  the  surrender  system  they 
could  get  a  better  house  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  locality — they  could  get 
a  better  house  for  their  entertainment, 
and  probably  they  could  get  a  larger  and 
more  airy  house  in  which  would  be  prov- 
vided  better  refreshment.  His  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Whittaker)  would  like  to  see 
the  abolition  of  all  Ucensed  houses,  but  his 
own  idea  was  that  they  ought  to  have  an 
adequate  number  of  well-conducted  houses. 

Thenijwitii  regard  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  magistrates,  they  had  had  sent 
them  for  months  past  a  variety  of  petitions 
against  taking  away  the  power  of  the 
magistrates.  This  Bill  did  not  propose  to 
take  away  the  power  of  the  magistrates, 
as  la  whole,  but  simply  to  substitute  one 
body  for  another.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  bench  of  magistrates  sitting  in  towns 
was  the  best  tribunal.  When  he  looked 
at  the  maps  showing  the  various  licensed 
houses,  and  inquired  to  whom  this  or  that 
house  belonged,  and  was  told  this  house 
belonged  to  alderman  so  and  so,  and  that 
house  belonged  to  councillor  so  and  so, 
he  invariably  found  that  those  were  not 
the  houses  suggested  to  be  taken  away. 
In  his  opinion,  it  would  be  better  to  have  a 
tribunal  some  distance  off.  He  had  had 
the  honour  of  sitting  as  chairman  of  a 
qnarter  sessions  for  twenty-three  years, 
and  hoped  his  services  had  been  attended 
with  good  results.  This,  in  his  opinion, 
was  a  good  Bill,  and  when  its  details  came 
to  be  carefully  examined  they  would  find 
that  it  was  a  Bill  which  would  have  a  good  I 
effect  upon  the  whole  of  the  country,  and 
holding  that  opinion  he  should  vote  for  it. 


Mb.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  said  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
Bill  it  was  impossible  to  do  more  than ' 
discuss  its  general  principles.    As  repre* 
senting  a  Welsh  constituency,  and  know- 
I  ing  something  of  the  strong  feeling  that 
I  prevailed  in  Wales,  than  which  no  part  of 
the  country  was  keener  in  regard  to  tem- 
I  perance  reform,  he  would  ask  under  what 
circumstances  had  the  Bill  been  intro- 
I  duced  ?     Where  was  the  mandate  for  it  ? 
'  It  was  evident  that  the  mandate  did  not 
come  from  the  supporters  of  the  Govern* 
ment.     There  was  a  large  and  growing 
section  of  the  Party  opposite  which  would 
I  not    regard    these   proposals    with    any 
favour.     The  genesis  of  this  Bill  was  to  be 
found  in  that    remarkable    deputation 
which  waited  upon  the  Prime  Minister 
last    year,     and    although    the    Prime 
,  Minister  thought  it  well  to  give  a  political 
character  to  that  deputation  he  could  not 
regard  it  so  in  reality.     Some  Members  of 
the   Party  opposite  regarded  it   as  an 
essential  condition  to  the  continuance  of 
the    Government   in    office.     That    fact 
made  it  clear  what  was  the  motive  behind 
the  Bill.     But  upon  what  ground  was  the 
measure  introduced  ?     He  would  not  go 
over  the  striking  figures  that  had  been 
given  to  the  House,  showing  that  the 
grievances  which  this  Bill  was  designed  to 
remedy  had  not  arisen  unexpectedly ;  but 
taking  a  period  of  five  years  it  appeared 
that  the  discretionary  power  exercised  by 
the    magistrates   had   been    more    fully 
exercised  in  the  past  than  they  were  likely 
to  be  used  in  the  immediate  future.     It 
had  been  pointed  out  that  only  167  out  of 
a  total  of  over  100,000  licences  were  last 
year  refiised  by  the  magistrates.     That 
surely  was  no  ground  for  bringing  these 
proposals    forward.    For    whose    benefit 
were  these  proposals  brought  in  ?     He 
would  not  reiterate  what  had  been  said  on 
the    point    of    the    grievances     or    the 
machinery  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  remedy 
them,  and  the  results  that  were  directly 
or  indirectly  caused  by  this  great  evil,  but 
he  confidently  appealed  to  all  sections  of 
the  House  to  agree  with  him  that  the  time 
had   come    when   a  very  different    pro- 
posal   to    that   which    had    been    that 
day  submitted  ou^t  to  be  made  with 
a   view    to   doing    something,    not    to 
strengthen  the  fortress  behind  the  organi- 
sation, but  to  help  forward  the  move- 
ment and  progress  of  temperance  reform. 
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It  had  plways  been  acknowledged  that 
they  could  not  legislate  against  public 
opinion,  but  it  had  always  been  admitted 
that  they  could  legislate  behind  public 
opinion.    It    would    be    impossible    for 
these  proposals  to  stand  for  any  length  | 
of   time    under   the    existing   condition 
of    pubUc    opinion.     This    was    not    a , 
measure  of  reform  in  any  way,  or  one  ! 
tending  to  promote  the  moral,   social,  , 
or  intellectual  welfare  of  this  country.  | 
Speaking  as   one   mainly   interested  in 
Wales  he  could  not  but  say  that  he  had 
listened  to  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 1 
ment  with   concern   and  with   dismay. 
He  was  only  expressing  what  he  knew  to 
be  the  opinion  of  his  countrymen  when 
he  said  they  would  have  to  resist  those  j 
proposals  to  the  very  best  of  their  abiUt>  ' 
in  every  possible  way.    If  public  opinion 
accepted  such   proposals  as  were  con- 
t<iined  in  this  Bill  he  would  feel  some 
concern   with  regard   to  the   future   of 
this  country,  and  upon  the  grounds  he 
had  stated  he  should  vote  against  the 
BiU. 

*Mr.  TALBOT  said  that  having  lis- 
tened to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
he  had  searched  in  vain  for  any  con- 
tribution in  settlement  of  this  intri- 
cate question.  He  had  also  failed  to 
derive  any  proposal  for  a  settlement 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley 
whose  lines  of  argument  ran  on  those 
of  the  extreme  temperance  party,  who 
deserved  credit  for  the  energy  they 
displayed  in  what  they  believed  to  be  a 
righteous  cause.  He  did  not  believe 
that  when  the  hon.  Oentleman's  utter- 
ances were  examined,  they  would  be 
found  to  give  any  contribution  to  the 
settlement  of  a  question  which  must  be 
decided  on  lines  of  fair  dealing  between 
man  and  man,  and  which  had  refer- 
ence not  only  to  existing  facts  but 
to  future  possibilities.  All  hon.  Oentle- 
men  holding  extreme  views  on  this 
question — to  which  he  had  devoted 
many  years  of  thought — should  ask  them- 
selves whether  it  was  possible,  looking  at 
the  condition  of  things  in  England,  to 
make,  suddenly,  a  very  large  reduction 
in  the  number  of  licensed  houses.  The 
House  must  remember  in  dealing  with  this 
question  that  they  were  not  only  dealing 
with  a  great  question  of  morals  but  with 
a  great  practical   question.    They  had 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts. 


not  only  to  deliberate  with  a  view 
to  improving  the  morals  of  the  people 
and  to  obtaining  a  better  comlition 
of  things  for  all  classes  of  sodety, 
but  they  also  had  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  the  supply  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  refreshment  of  the  nation.  When 
they  visited  other  countries  and  crossed 
the  Channel  they  did  not  expect  to  be 
met  on  the  other  side  with  vexatious 
restrictions  upon  the  supply  of  necessary 
refreshment,  and  that  expectation  applied 
to  English  houses  just  as  much  as  it  did 
to  foreign  houses.  They  must  remember 
that  these  licensed  places  were  refresh- 
ment houses  not  only  to  the  visitors  to 
these  shores,  but  to  a  considerable  propor- 
tion of  the  working  classes  of  this  country. 
No  one  deplored  more  than  himself  the 
cases  of  intemperance  with  which  they 
had  to  deal  in  the  administration 
of  the  law.  But  where  were  the  work- 
ing classes  to  go  for  the  refresh- 
ment they  needed  except  to  the 
licensed  houses  that  existed  in  the  towns 
and  villages  ?  Many  unmarried  work- 
ing men  had  no  homes  at  which  they 
could  obtain  refreshment,  and  there  was 
a  large  amount  of  the  floating  population 
travelling  about  seeking  for  work,  for 
which  it  was  necessary  to  have  houses  of 
refreshment  where  they  could  get  ordinary 
provision  for  eating  and  drinking.  Hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  with  strong  views 
on  the  liberty  of  the  subject  should  not 
force  the  doctrines  of  temperance  down 
the  throats  of  working  men  who  could  not 
see  their  way  to  adopt  those  vie¥rs. 
These  licensed  houses  must  be  recognised 
as  part  of  the  equipment  of  the  country, 
and  that  being  so  it  was  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment not  to  consider  how  they  could  be 
suppressed,  but  how  they  could  be  regu- 
lated. The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Denbighshire  had  not  pro- 
nounced any  alternative  scheme. 
He  had  denounced  the  Bill  and  told 
them  that  Wales  as  a  body  would 
be  against  it,  but  he  had  not  said 
a  word  as  to  the  provisions  he  would 
suggest  to  regulate  the  liquor  traffic.  He 
(Mr.  Talbot)  sometimes  noticed  a  brass 
plate  bearing  the  inscription,  '*The 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Liquor 
Tn^c,"  and  when  he  saw  that  plate  the 
thought  always  crossed  his  mind  that 
they  might  as  well  try  to  suppress  eating 
and  drinking.    Any  attempt  to  suppress 
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the  liquor  traffic  was,  in  his  opinion,  both 
childish  and  impossible. 

Turning  from  the  impracticable 
view  of  the  matter  he  asked  the 
House  to  examine  the  proposals 
of  the  Home  Secretary.  He  regarded 
them  as  an  honest  attempt  to  grapple 
with  a  very  difficult  question,  and  to 
settle  it  on  reasonable  and  equitable  lines. 
This  was  an  attempt,  for  the  first  time,  to 
reduce  the  number  of  licensed  houses  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  It  was  a  step  in  the  j 
direction  of  progress  in  this  matter,  and 
as  such  the  hon.  Baronet  ought  to  give  it 
beneficent  recognition.  Turning  to  the 
authority  by  Vhich  this  reduction  was  to 
take  place,  he  desired  to  thank  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  for  the  recognition, 
although  somewhat  tardy,  they  had  given 
to  the  merits  and  services  of  justices  of 
the  peace.  He  had  sat  in  that  House 
for  many  years,  and  had  often  heard 
hard  things  said  about  magistrates, 
but  now  he  was  told  that  these 
authorities  must  never  be  disturbed. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
had  often  in  a  paper  for  which  he 
was  said  to  be  responsible  inserted 
paragraphs  exposing  magistrates,  but 
if  that  hon.  Gentleman  now  joined 
in  the  opinion  generally  expressed  by 
hon.  Members  opposite,  he  (Mr.  Talbot) 
was  only  too  pleased  to  accept  a  repent- 
ant sinner  when  he  came  his  way,  and 
he  WHS  glad  that  the  Party  opposite  had 
at  last  recognised  the  action  of  the  magis- 
trates in  administering  justice  in  hcens- 
ing  matters.  The  Bill  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  admirable  because  it 
merely  elevated  to  the  quarter  sessions  i 
the  discretion  hitherto  given  to  the  > 
petty  sessions,  and  it  was  admitted  on  i 
all  hands  that  quarter  sessions  repre- 
sented the  cream  of  the  magistracy  of  the 
country.  He  claimed  credit  for  the  Bill 
as  enacting  that  the  power  of  the  magis- 
trates was  not  to  be  disturbed.  He  did  ! 
not  quite  imderstand  whether  this  dis- 
cretion in  the  final  deaUng  vdth  the 
question  of  suppression  of  licences  was  j 
to  be  entrusted  to  the  quarter  sessions  | 
sitting  as  such,  or  to  the  licensing  com- 
mittee. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  To  the 
licensing  committee. 


'Mr. 


TALBOT  said  he  was  glad  to 
receive  that  explanation,  because  the 
(Committee  was  the  more  workable  body 
to  deal  with  the  subject.  He  would  also 
ask  who  was  to  pay  the  compensation 
to  the  dispossessed  licence-holders. 


*Mr.  AKERS  -  DOUGLAS :  Three- 
fourths  is  to  come  from  the  owners. 

*  Mr.  TALBOT  said  he  thought  that 
was  a  very  fair  suggestion.  Nothing 
would  induce  the  House  to  compensate 
licence-holders  out  of  the  public  funds, 
and  in  this  instance  the  dispossessed 
licence-holders  would  not  be  compensated 
out  of  pubUc  funds  but  out  of  funcU 
belonging  to  the  trade.  This  Bill  had 
been  unreasonably  and  even  uninteUi- 
gently  denounced  b}  certain  hon.  Mem- 
bers, but  it  incorporated  many  most 
important  demands  which  had  been 
made  in  the  past,  such  as  the  demand 
for  the  reduction  of  Ucences,  the  demand 
for  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates  that 
should  not  be  interfered  with,  and  the 
demand  for  compensation  should  not  be 
given  out  of  public  funds.  Violent  anti- 
liquor  speeches  made  in  that  House  would 
not  settle  this  great  question,  which 
could  only  be  settled  on  Hues  of  common 
sense  and  fair  deaUng.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  told  them  on  the 
previous  day  that  there  was  a  diminution 
in  the  receipts  from  this  trade,  and  no 
one  who  looked  around  the  country  could 
doubt  that  all  the  moral  and  beneficent 
agencies  which  were  being  developed 
tended  to  the  improvement  of  the  habits 
of  the  people.  This  Bill  was  a  step  on 
the  road  of  advancement ;  it  was  an 
honest  attempt  to  gr  pple  with  the 
drink  question,  and  as  such  he  should 
give  it  his  hearty  support. 

Mb.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  asked 
what  would  be  allotted  to  the  occupier 
of  a  tied  house  for  his  displacement. 
In  some  cases  the  tied-house  occupier 
was  subject  to  leave  at  fourteen  days 
notice.  In  others  it  was  twenty-eight 
days  or  two  or  three  months,  but  the 
large  proportion  were  subject  to  not 
more  than  four  weeks.  Such  an  oc- 
cupier had  probably  invested  between 
£20  and  £200  in  the  house.  His  capital 
depreciated  every  week  he  was  connected 
with  it,  and  the  chances  were  that  if  he 
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stayed  long  enough  he  would  lose  every 
penny  he  had  invested.  How  was  he  to 
be  protected?  He  feared  that  the 
brewers — ^the  owners  of  the  house — 
would  get  nine-tenths  of  the  compensa- 
tion and  the  occupier  scarcely  any.  If 
compensation  was  to  be  given  there 
shoidd  be  definite  security  provided  by 
law  for  the  occupier.  The  interests  of 
the  brewer  would  be  guarded  by  very 
competent  legal  gentlemen,  and  there- 
fore it  behov^  the  House  to  make  sure 
that  the  small  man  should  have  his 
proper  share.  According  to  present 
law  the  magistrate  need  give  no 
reasons  for  refusing  to  renew  a  licence 
or  grant  a  new  one.  Would  they  be 
enabled  under  this  Bill  to  have  the  option 
of  appearing  before  quarter  sessions  in 
person  to  give  their  reasons  for  refusing 
to  grant  or  renew  a  licence,  or  would 
they  be  bound  to  give  their  reasons  only 
in  writing  or  do  both.  He  would  much 
prefer  these  reasons  being  considered 
by  quarter  sessions  as  a  whole  instead  of 
by  a  committee,  for  it  was  well  known 
a  strong  incentive  would  exist  to  make 
the  personnel  of  the  committee  fit  in 
with  the  special  interests  with  which 
it  had  to  deal.  Speaking  generally,  it 
was  a  revolutionary  measure.  It  would 
create  a  monopoly  with  much  greater 
security  and  increase  of  power,  and  a 
great  trust  and  a  great  wrong,  against 
which  the  attacks  of  public  interests 
would  be  perfectly  futile  and  unavailing. 
The  Bill  did  not  commend  itself  to  his 
judgment.  Any  interference  with  the 
discretionary  power  of  the  magistrates 
could  not  command  his  S3rmpathy.  He 
noticed  that  the  Gk>\emment  dare  not 
attack  the  county  towns.  They  would 
have  the  same  power  as  they  had  now. 
It  was  only  the  small  urban  and  rural 
brewster  sessions  that  would  be  humili- 
ated in  the  eyes  of  their  neighbours. 
The  consequence  was  their  sUttus  would 
be  much  lower. 


Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby)  said  that  a  year  ago  he  listened 
with  great  interest  to,  and  agreed  with  a 
considerable  portion  of,  the  speech  then 
delivered  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Spen  Valley  Division,  and  he  was  much 
disappointed  that,  on  the  present  occasion, 
the  hon.  Member  should  have  made  a 
speech  very  different  in  tone,  and  almost 

Mr,  Broadhurst. 


in  temper.    It  was  now  perfectl>  estab- 
lished that  the  holder  of  a  licence  had 
only  one-year  tenure,  but  inasmuch  as 
the  law  was  intended  to  be  a  terror  only  to 
evildoers  he  submitted  thit  the  provision 
as  to  a  one-year  tenancy  was  me^nt  to 
apply   only   to    those   who   did   wrong. 
ParUament  never  had  in  contemplation 
the  capricious  withdrawal  of  Ucences  from 
persons  who  had  committed  no  offence 
against  public  order  or  morality.    What 
was  right  150  or  200  years  ago  might  not 
be  expedient  or  practic«ible  to-day.     The 
only  way  by  which  they  could  ensure  the 
carrying  on  of  this  great  trade — which 
could  not  be  suppressed— ip  the  manner 
most  conducive  to  pubhc  moraUty  was  to 
get  a  good  class  of  men  to  occupy  the 
houses,  but  that  was  impossible  unless 
!  licence     holders     had     a     f  ir     tenure. 
Security  of  tenure  was  required  in  every 
I  walk  of  life,  and  respectable  men  could 
'  not  be  expected  to  take  up  this  business  on 
1  a  one-year  tenancy.     As  to  compensation, 
inasmuch  as  the  Minority  Report  of  the 
^  Royal  Commission  was  in  favour  of  com- 
pensation provided  by  the  trade,  he  failed 
I  to  see  why  the  Bill  should  be  opposed  by 
i  the  other  side.     At  first  blush  it  might 
'  appear  that  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
trates would  be  limited  by  the  amount  of 
I  the  compensation  fund,  but  as  the  years 
came  round  and  the  number  of  licences 
'  decreased,  values  would  go  on  increasing, 
i  and  the  accumulated  fund  for  compensa- 
tion would  grow  in  a  corresponding  degree. 
If  the  Bill  advanced  the  interests  of  true 
justice,  and  by  so  doing  enabled  m^gis- 
I  trates   to    use   their   discretion   entirely 
I  iinhampered,   little  by  little   would   be 
brought   about   that    reduction   in    the 
1  number    of    public-houses   which   some 
people  believed  would  do  so  much  to  pro- 
I  mote  sobriety.     Personally,  he  did  not 
believe  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
j  public-houses  would  decrease  drunkenness 
to  anything  like  the  extent  some  people 
I  supposed.     He  welcomed  the  Bill  because 
it  proceeded  on  safe  and  proper  lines,  and 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  push  it 
forward,    being   assured   that   it   would 
receive  the    support  of  all  level-headed 
people"   who,  while  anxious  to  promote 
the   interests  of   temperance,    were   not 
desirous   of   inflicting   injustice   on   the 
trade. 

Mr.  OSMOND  WILLIAMS  (Merioneth- 
shire) said  the  action  of  the  Famham 
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magistrates  in  acting  according  to  their 
local  knowledge  of  what  they  considered 
to^be  the  requirements  of  the  neighbour- 
hood had  been  completely   upheld  by 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls.    In  fact,  the 
decision  was  so  emphatic  that  the  trade 
had  accepted  it  as  final  and  had  not 
attempted  to  get  it  reversed  in  the  House 
of  Lords.    It  was  in  consequence  of  that 
decision   the   Gk>yemment   had   started 
this  campaign.    What  were  the  motives 
by    which    the    Government   had    been 
animated  ?    Had  they  been  frightened 
by  the  action  of  the  publicans  at  Wool- 
wich and  Rye  in  op^y  opposing  Con- 
servative  candidates  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  Grovemment  to  heel  ?    The 
course  adopted  by  the  Prime  Minister 
in  attacking  magistrates  for  performing 
duties  which  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had 
pronounced  to  be  their  unquestionable 
function,   and   in  effusively   welcoming 
a  deputation  from  the  liquor  trade  and 
promising  them  redress  for  their  alleged 
grievances,  was  very  different  from  the 
attitude  adopted  by  him   towards  the 
temperance    people.    However,    it    was 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  magistrates 
had  taken  up  the  challenge.    At  a  con- 
ference  held   last   year   at   Derby    the 
licensing  justices  determined  to  defend 
their  office,  and  in  the  battle  for  the 
maintenance    of     the    integrity    of   the 
bench  Mr.  Arthur  Chamberlain  had  played 
an  invaluable  part.    The  speech  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  the  brewers  last  year 
had  had  one  good  effect  in  that  it  aroused 
the   alarm  and  awakened  the  fighting 
instincts    of   the    community,    and   the 
right  hoiL   Gentleman  would  probably 
find  that  his  scheme  for  fastening  the 
fetters  of  the  drink  trade  upon  the  people 
had  come  too  late.    He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  so  strenuously  opposed  as  to 
render  .impossible  its  passage  into  law. 

♦Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devonshire, 
Honiton)  appealed  for  a  calm  considera- 
tion of  the  Bill  on  its  merits  by  the 
public,  publicans,  and  temperance  re- 
formers. All  were  asked  to  make  con- 
cessions and  to  approach  the  Bill  in  a 
fair  spirit.  Was  not  a  reduction  of 
licensed  houses  effected  in  the  way  an- 
ticipated by  the  Home  Secretary,  without 
leaving  bdiind  it  a  rankling  sense  of 
injustice,  to  be  preferred  to  a  more  search- 
ing and  sweeping  measure  which  would 


tend    to  outrage  the  sense  of   fairness 
which    Englishmen    were  very    jealous 
to  maintain,  and  lay    temperance   re- 
formers   open   to  the   charge  of  being 
deaf  or  blind  to  the  committal  of  in- 
justice and  wrong  in  pursuit  of  what 
was    undoubtedly   a   very   great   aim  ? 
How  had  this  been  brought  about  ?    The 
justices  to  their  surprise  had  suddenly 
found  themselves  invested  with  a  power 
which  they  were  ignorant  of  possessing 
before.    They  found  themselves  suddenly 
invested  with  this  discretionary  power 
and  they  were  called  upon  to  act  without 
any  very  clear  principle  having  been  laid 
down  to  guide  them,  without  any  sugges- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  licensed  houses 
that  WHS  necessary,  and  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  done.    The  result  of  this  spasmodic 
and  intermittent  actionof  the  magistrates, 
who  had  no  clear  and  direct  principles  to 
act  upon,  had  been  consternation  on  the 
part  of  the  trade  and  the  expulsion  of 
many  respectable  persons  either  by  the 
action  of  the  magistrates  or  from  the 
sense  of  insecurity  which  the  action  of 
the    magistrates    entailed    upon    them. 
The  House  had  now  an  opportunity  of 
proceeding  on  a  direct  and  clear  principle. 
The  opportunity  was  offered  in  1888  but 
was  wrecked  by  the  determined  action 
of   temperance   reformers.    He   pleaded 
with  the  House  to  carefully  consider  the 
present  Bill  and  see  whether  they  could 
not  accept  it  and  so  advance  the  cause  of 
temperance.    The    Bill    introduced    by 
Lord   Gosohen    in    1888    adopted    the 
principle  of  placing  a  tax  upon  whiaky 
and   allotting   it  to   compensation,  and 
that  measure  had  the  support  of  Arch- 
bishop   Temple.     He    supported     that 
Bill  himself,   but   it    was   wrecked    by 
the    determined   action    of   temperance 
reformers,  who,  as  seemed  to  be  the  case 
with    hon.    Gentlemen    opposite,    were 
ready  to  wreck  the  GrOvemment  Bill  but 
were  not  prepared  to  suggest  anything 
else  in  its  place.    The  diversion  of  the 
money  raised  imder  a  previous  Bill  to 
another  purpose  had  left  a  strong  sense 
of  injustice,  and  the  House  ought  to  show 
those  affected  some  consideration.    Now 
they  were  being  asked  to  pay  a  further 
sum.    Naturally  they  would  have  pre 
ferred  that  the  money  should  have  been 
restored    to    its    original    purpose,  but 
no    Government     and     no     House    of 
Conmions    would   go   back   upon    what 
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had  been  done,  f>iid  certainly  no 
HouBe  of  Commons  would  ever  sanction 
the  voting  of  money  directly  from  the 
taxes  for  compensation.  An  opportunity 
was  now  offered  to  the  House  of  accepting 
a  guarantee  against  confiscation,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  commend  itself  to  the 
House.  As  regarded  the  constitution 
of  the  Licensing  Court  he  would  have 
liked  to  have  seen  the  recommendations 
of  the  Royal  Commission  carried  out. 
He  thought  it  was  a  very  great  advantage 
in  county  boroughs  that  the  appeal  should 
be  to  their  own  quarter  sessions.  The 
l)ringing  in  of  the  beerhouses  of  1869 
would  be  a  step  which  had  been  long 
advocated,  and  which  he  thought  would 
be  welcomed  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
In  the  course  of  his  ParUamentary 
career  he  had  seen  so  many  steps  in  ad- 
vance checked  by  temperance  reformers 
wanting  more,  that  he  hoped  the  present 
opportunity  would  not  be  lost  through  a 
similar  cause. 

Sib    H.    CAMPBELL-BANNBRMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs) :  The  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary,  in  introducing 
this  Bill,  in  the  most  amiable  and  con- 
ciliatory manner  said  that  he  was  not 
going  to  make  a  controversial  speech. 
This  is  about  the  most  controversial 
measure  that  could  possibly  have  been 
brought  in,  and  it  is  not  very  likely  that 
we  shall  get  very  far  before  we  discover 
how  keenly  Members  are  strung  on  either 
side  of  the  question.  I  at  once  say  that 
I  cannot  promise  anything  but  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  to  this  Bill  at  every 
stage.  On  that  part  of  the  temperance 
and  licensing  question  which  affects  the 
power  of  magistrates  to  review  licences, 
there  are  three  things  upon  which  we  on 
this  side  of  the  House  insist.  We  insist  * 
that  there  shall  be  no  tampering  with  or 
modification  of  the  discretion  of  the  local 
magistrates ;  we  insist  that  there  shall  be 
nothing  done  which  shall  assign  anything 
in  the  nature  of  a  vested  interest  or 
right  to  the  licensee;  and  1  think  the 
third  cardinal  principle  that  we  contend 
for  is  that,  if  anything  by  way  of  con- 
sideration— or  compensation,  if  you  call 
it  so — ^is  given  to  those  licensees  who  are 
dispossessed  as  superfluous  that  shall  not 
come  directly  or  indirectly  out  of  public 
funds. 

Sir  John  Kennatcay. 


I  test  this  Bill  on  these  points. 
We  say  that  the  discretion  of  the  local 
magistrates  ought  not  to  be  interfered 
with  or  modified.  But  it  is  abolished  by 
this  Bill.  The  local  magistrate,  the  man 
on  the  spot,  the  man  who  knows  all 
about  it,  who  lives  in  the  locality,  is 
acquainted  with  its  requirements,  and 
is  conversant  with  the  feeling  of  the  in- 
I  habitants,  is  to  be  practically  set  aside, 
I  except  that  he  may  perhaps  send  a 
I  written  memorial  to  the  superior  court, 
i  and  the  estimable  gentleman  from 
I  another  part  of  the  world,  who  has  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  circumstances, 
will  be  entrusted  with  this  essential  part 
of  the  magisterial  control  of  the  publican. 
Is  the  power  of  granting  licences  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way  ?  We  are 
not  told.  Is  it  only  to  be  the  renewal 
of  licences  that  is  to  be  taken  from 
the  local  magistrates  and  handed  over 
to  quarter  sessions,  or  is  he  granting  of 
the  original  Hoence  also  to  be  taken  away  ! 
I  can  quote  a  very  high  authority — ^the 
one  hangs  upon  the  other.  I  am  not 
going  to  enter  upon  a  subject  on  whidi  I 
am  Uttle  qualified  to  enter — legal  ques- 
tions  and  judicial  decisions  on  fine  points 
of  law.  But  I  have  made  my^ 
acquainted  witji  them,  and,  in  the 
course  of  that  exploration,  I  have  come 
upon  a  decision  of  an  eminent  Judge, 
which  I  think  is  worth  reading  to 
the  House  for  more  reasons  than  one. 
Firstly,  I  think  it  will  interest  the  House, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  it  was  the  judg- 
ment of  a  most  illustrious  member  of  the 
present  Government — I  mean  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  As  we  should  expect  fnmi 
him  it  is  full  of  shrewd  common  sense. 
In  giving  judgment  in  that  celebrated 
cas3  of  "  Sharp  v.  Wakefield  "  he  said.  - 

'*  It  is  not  denied  that  for  the  purpose  of  the 
original  grant  it  is  within  the  power  and  even 
the  duty  of  magistrates  to  consider  the  wants 
of  the  neighbourhood  with  reference  both  to  its 
population,  means  of  insijeotion*  and  so  forth, 
if  this  is  the  original  jurisidiotion  what  sense 
or  reason  conld  there  be  in  making  these  topics 
irrelevant  to  any  future  grant  ?  It  surely 
must  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
Legislature  that  the  circumstances  of  a  neigh- 
bourhood might  change  and  population  might 
diminish  or  increase.  Would  it  be  argued 
that,  if  the  population  had  very  much  incMsed 
at  some  period  where  by  reason  of  its  prerioiis 
want  of  population  no  sudi  public  aooom- 
modation  had  been  hitherto  granted,  no  Ucenoe 
should  be  granted,  because  this  additional 
grant  might  to  some  extent  interfere  with  the 
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intctical  monopoly  enjoved  by  the  person 
alrwMly  lioensed  T  This,  ox  course,  could  not  be 
Argued,  since  it  is  »  well  understood  practice  to 
do  this  very  thing.  But  can  anything  be  more 
unreasonable  than  the  suggestion  that  the 
Legislature  had  given  the  discretion  in  one 
direction  and  withheld  it  in  the  other.*' 

The  Lord  GhanceUor,  it  seems,  not  only 
finds  that  it  is  the  fact  that  the  magis- 
trates Lave  this  power  of  refusing  renewal, 
but  he  says  that  it  would  be  ridiculous 
to  suppose  that  they  should  not.  I  invert 
the  argument,  and  ask  how  can  you 
separate  the  granting  and  the  renewal  of 
lioences?  Are  you  going  to  hand  over 
the  granting  of  licences  to  this  distant 
and  ignorant  body,  dispassionate  because 
of  th^ir  distance  and  their  ignorance  1 
[An  Hon.  Mbmbbb:  They  have  it 
now.]  .They  have  now  the  power  of 
superseding  others,  and  a  very  great 
abuse  it  has  been  in  many  cases.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  will  make  that 
dear.  But  this  transfer  of  the  power  of 
refusing  to  renew  licences  to  a  distant 
body  is  enough  of  itself  to  condenm  the 
Bill.  This,  as  I  have  said,  is  not  tamper- 
ing with,  it  is  not  whittling  away,  the 
discretion  of  the  magistrates.  It  is 
actually  taking  away  from  the  local 
magistrate  his  power  altogether. 
Now,  how  have  these  magistrates 
behaved  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Prime  Minister  seems  to  have 
imagined  last  summer  that  tiiey  were  a 
body  full  of  predatory  proclivities  and 
fanatical  impulses  who  were  making 
victims  of  the  poor  publican,  and  in  the 
greater  activity  they  have  shown  in  recent 
years  in  this  matter,  urged  to  it  by 
public  sentiment  and  the  necessities  of 
the  case,  we  hear  them  spoken  of  as  if 
they  had  been  stung  by  some  gadfly 
and  ran  amuck  down  the  street 
marking  out  this  house  and  that 
house  for  destruction  according  as  the 
wind  led  them.  I^t  any  one  read 
the  account  of  what  happened,  for 
instance,  in  Liverpool.  The  scrupulous 
and  ridiculous  pains  which  the  magis- 
trates took,  personally  going  in  small 
committees  to  investigate  every  hole 
and  corner  of  the  premises  in  the 
locality  for  themselves,  spending  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  money,  and  taking 
pains  of  all  sorts  in  transacting  this 
necessary  part  of  their  duty.  What  was 
the  result?  The  figures  show  that 
when  they   took  one  urea  in  one  year, 


and  dealt  with  it  in  this  laborious  and 
scrupulous  way,  they  took  another 
area  next  year,  and  the  vast  majority  of 
the  refusals  which  they  decided  upon 
were  confirmed  by  the  quarter  sessions 
when  they  came  before  them.  There- 
fore, there  was  -no  reckless  action  on  the 
part  of  these  magistrates.  Why,  then, 
should  they  not  be  trusted  ?  How  are 
you  going  to  deal  under  your  new 
system  with  these  congested  drink 
areas,  which  are  the  greatest  curse,  the 
greatest  sources  of  degradation  and  of 
loss  to  the  community  that  we  have? 
They  exist  in  all  the  great  towns,  and  in 
some  small  districts  as  well.  This  Bill 
seems  to  me  to  consign  those  districts 
to  the  powers  of  evil,  because  it  takes 
away  the  authority  of  those  who  were 
most  hkely  to  be  actuated  by  a  desire 
to  improve  the  immediate  locality. 
That  is  my  principal  reason,  quite 
enough  in  itself,  for  declining  to  support 
this  BiU. 

Now  I  come  to  the  quest  on  of  com- 
pcnsatioiL  There  is  directly,  certainly, 
no  grant  of  public  money ;  no  suggestion 
has  been  made  such  as  we  have  seen  in 
the  ne¥n3paper8  and  elsewhere  that  some 
little  tax  should  be  laid  on,  or  some 
special  addition  put  on  the  licence 
duty,  and  that  then  that  should  be  given 
on  condition  that  it  was  used  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  that  it  was  not  public  money. 
Why,  it  is  as  if  you  put  a  shilling  on  the 
sill  of  a  window  and  told  a  man  it  was 
there,  and  that  then  you  should  say  that 
you  were  not  giving  him  a  shilling.  The 
Qovemment,  exercising  a  wise  discretion, 
avoid  doing  that.  It  would  have  been 
as  objectionable  as  if  the  money  had 
been  voted  directly  for  the  purpose  by 
the  House.  I  want  to  know,  is  there 
any  time  limit  in  ihe  proposals.  Is  there 
any  time  limit  here,  and  does  it  apply 
to  existing  licences  only,  or  is  every  new 
licerce  that  is  to  be  given  for  all  time  to 
come  into  this  arrangement  as  to  the 
levy  and  as  to  compensation  ?  Because, 
if  so,  it  seems  to  create  a  sort  of 
perennial  property.  We  must  remember 
that  nine-tenths  of  these  cases  are 
public-houses  belonging  to  brewing  firms, 
and  that  is  an  impediment  which  has 
always  seemed  to  me  a  forcible  one  in 
the  way  of  any  compensation  with  public 
money  at  all  events.  You  might  be 
compensating  brewing  firms  for  shutting 
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up  public-houses  by  which  they  were 
niaking  a  Joss  every  year.  You  would 
have  to  make  inquiries  into  possibly  not 
very  reconcilable  statistics  and  books, 
or  you  would  lose  yourself  altogether. 

The  Government,  I  suppose,  thirk  they 
have  got  the  means  of  dealing  with  these 
matters  by  this  mechanical  system  that 
they  have  described.  Still,  I  do  not 
know  that  they  have.  They  certainly 
have  not  been  able  to  avoid  introducing 
the  State  into  the  matter.  In  my 
opinion,  there  is  no  reason  why  this 
great  wealthy  trade  should  not  provide 
proper  consideration  for  any  members  of 
it  that  it  chooses.  It  had  plenty  of 
funds  and  is  splendidly  organised.  Politi- 
cally, the  whole  trade  acts  as  one  man. 
It  has  almost  become  a  new  estate  of  the 
realm  and  its  influence  is  shown  In  the 
effect  it  has  had  upon  the  Prime 
Minister  and  his  colleagues.  Why  should 
thefltate  meddle  in  this  matter  at  all? 
Is  this  great  conglomeration  of  wealthy 
businesses  which  we  know  by  "  the  trade  " 
so  mean  and  so  poor  that  it  cannot  pro- 
vide for  any  poor  man  who  has  invested 
his  money,  stupidly  perhaps,  and  finds 
the  risk  uninsurable  ?  And  is  its  capacity 
unequal  to  adjusting  within  itself  the 
different  interests  that  are  involved  in 
this  question  of  compensation  ?  Why 
should  the  State  be  brought  in?  The 
moment  the  State  is  brought  in  we  be- 
come parties  to  the  whole  arrangement. 
I  have  always  said  that  there  was  no 
objection  whatever  to  compensation,  if  it 
was  done  by  the  trade,  through  the 
trade,  for  the  trade,  and  adminis- 
tered by  the  trade ;  but  here  you  go 
further,  and  we  have  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  we  have  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  we  have  a  system  of 
controlling  it  and  governing  it,  and  I  say 
that  it  is  a  mistake  to  make  the  public 
and  the  State  parties  to  the  matter  at 
all.  Are  we  so  sure  that  we  are  not 
dealing  with  public  money  ?  This  levy 
is  to  be  laid  upon  the  licensed  houses, 
and  in  addition,  I  suppose,  to  the  duty 
which  they  pay.  Well,  a  great  many  of 
us  are  under  the  impression  that  they 
could  pay  a  very  much  higher  duty  and 
have  some  large  margin  of  profit  after  all. 
I  think  that  is  a  very  general  opinion. 
Is  this  to  be  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
prospect  of  getting  some  money  for  the 
State.     That  is  a   point  on   which  we 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 


ought  to  Lc  reassured.  Why  should  we 
be  casting  about  for  some  unfortunate 
income-tax  payer  or  tea  drinker  to  fill 
up  the  deficiencies  of  the  Budget  of  this 
year,  when  we  have  here  a  large  avail- 
able source  of  income  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose.  Do  not  let  us  pay  away  in 
anticipation  a  considerable  part  of  that 
source  of  income,  and  therefore  prejudice 
our  own  claim  to  it  when  the  time  comes. 

Another  observation  I  have  to  make  is, 
that  in  all  this  there  is  no  guarantee 
whatever  for  a  reduction  of  licences; 
there  is  no  guarantee  whatever  for  any 
real  reform  of  drinking  habits.  It  is  an 
arrangement  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade  alone.  I 
do  not  want  to  do  anything  to  in j  ore  the 
trade — [Ministerial  oriee  of  "  OL"] — ^no- 
thing unfair  I  moan.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  do  not  see  why  we  should  be  all  on  our 
knees  before  the  trade,  asking  what  they 
would  be  pleased  to  accept  in  order  to 
enable  us  to  do  the  things  that  we  are 
told  by  our  Boyal  Commission  to  do, 
and  which  we  can  see  with  our  own  eyea 
are  necessary  for  the  improvement  and 
well-being  of  our  own  people.  These  are 
the  reasons  why  I,  for  my  part,  and  all 
those  who  act  with  me»  will  give 
this  Bill  our  most  strenuous  opposi- 
tion. We  regard  it  as  a  timid  con- 
cession for  Party  purposes  to  this  great 
and  powerful  trade,  and  we  regard  its 
provisions,  so  far  as  we  can  yet  under- 
stand them — because  they  are  rather 
complicated — ^but  in  the  main  we  regard 
them  as  invalidating  the  means  wfaidi 
we  already  enjoy  as  &r  as  tiiey  go,  and 
which  ought  to  be  largely  increased,  for 
suppressing  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
wluch  afflict  our  country. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  will  not  take 
up  the  challenge  thrown  out  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  last  sentence  of 
his  speech.  The  amiable  suggestion  of 
the  meanest  motives  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  those  who  support 
the  Government  is  evidently  exactly 
suited  to  the  taste  of  his  followers,  if  I 
may  judge  from  the  cheers  witk  whidi 
he  was  received,  but  it  requires  no  com- 
ment from  me  on  the  present  occasion. 
I  will  return  good  for  evil,  and  I  will  say 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  done 
what  I  do  not  think  anyone  else  on  that 
side  has  done  so  far  as  my  observation 
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this  afternoon  has  gone.  He  really  has 
tried  to  make  a  speech  which  is  relevant 
to  the  Bill.  I  do  not  think  he  has 
whoUysucceeded,  but,  at  all  events,  he  has 
tried.  The  hon.  Baronet  who  began  the 
-debate  on  the  other  side,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  VaUey ,  who  speaks  with 
•M  the  authority  of  one  who  represents  a 
^reat  temperance  organisation,  have  not 
attempted  to  deal  with  the  Bill  at 
all.  Judging  from  the  manner  of 
their  speeches  they  came  down  with 
their  criticisms  ready  made  on  some 
scheme  which  they  expected  to 
iiear  and  which  they  did  not  hear. 
In  this  I  admit  they  have  a  great  deal 
of  Episcopal  example  and  sanction  behind 
them.  But  what  we  may  forgive  in  a 
Bishop  I  think  inexpedient  in  a  debate 
in  this  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  who  has  just  sat  down  told  us  there 
were  three  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  oppose  this  measure  even  at  this 
•early  stage  of  our  proceedings,  and,  before 
lie  has  seen  the  Bill  in  print,  to  promise 
undying  hostility  to  it  at  every  one  of 
its  stages.  What  are  these  three  reasons  ? 
The  first  reason  is  that  we  interfere  with 
the  discretion  of  the  noagistrates,  and,  as 
he  said  afterwards,  by  magistrates  he 
means  the  local  magistrates — the  brew- 
ster  sessiohs.  By  the  way,  if  I  re- 
member rightly,  he  supported  a  Bill  in 
which  the  whole  power  was  taken  away 
irom  the  local  magistrates. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBBLL-BANNERMAN  . 
In  that  Bill  the  magistrates  would  not 
liave  been  the  local  authority.  I  sup- 
port the  local  authority,  as  the  local 
authority ;  not  because  they  are  magis- 
trates. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  word  magis- 
trate has  figured  largely  in  the  debate. 
The  phrase  "  local  authority  '*  comes  into 
it  for  the  first  time  on  the  interpretation 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  under- 
istand  him  to  object  now,  at  any  rate,  to 
any  interference  with  the  discretion 
of  the  local  magistrates  because,  he 
4aays,  they  are  on  the  spot,  they 
know  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  ought  to  have  an  unfettered 
•discretion  in  dealing  with  public- 
liouses,  and  in  that  discretion  you  ought 
not  to  interfere.  I  complimented  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  just  now  on  having, 
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under  the  difficulties  of  a  First  Reading 
debate,  tried  to  understand  the  Bill,  but 
he  has  not  taken  the  trouble  to  get  up 
the  existing  licejising  law,  which  this 
Bill  is  to  amend,  because  if  he  had  done 
so  he  would  have  known  that  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  local  magistrates  is  not 
unfettered  under  the  existing  system, 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  those  people 
who  alone  ought  to  have  an  appeal 
against  their  decision  have  an  appeal 
to  the  quarter  sessions  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  are  unfitted  to 
administer  our  Bill.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  desires  the  stattis  quo.  The 
status  quo  is  that  there  are  brewster 
sessions  with  an  appeal  to  quarter 
sessions.  With  the  quarter  sessions 
lies  the  ultimate  decision.  Well,  we 
retain  to  the  quarter  sessions  the  ulti- 
mate decision,  and  I  am  utterly  unable 
to  understand  how  he  can  feel  a  rooted 
objection  to  a  change  which  leaves 
everything  in  its  present  state. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN,: 
Would  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  abolish 
the  Judges  because  we  have  got  a  House 
of  Lords  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  want  to  follow 
the  method  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  was  not  aware  that  the  Judges  of  His 
Majesty's  High  Court  had  that  local 
acquaintance  with  crime  which  would 
put  them  in  a  parallel  position  as  regards 
the  administration  of  justice  in  which 
he  thinks  the  brewster  sessions  are 
with  regard  to  the  administration  of 
hcensing  law.  The  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man  says  his  reason  for  opposing  every 
stage  of  the  Bill  is  that  the  quarter 
sessions  are  the  final  authority,  while 
they,  as  'a  matter  of  fact,  are  the  final 
authority  at  the  present  moment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  me  a  Ques- 
tion as  to  new  licences.  He  seemed  to 
think  that  some  dreadful  change  was 
being  made  that  would  greatly  facilitate 
the  granting  of  these  licences.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  totally  mistaken. 
There  is  no  ohsmge  as  regards  the  granting 
of  new  licences.  The  only  difference 
which  this  Bill  makes  is  that,  when  a  new 
licence  is  granted  by  the  quarter  sessions 
or  a  committee  of  quarter  sessions,  they 
are  obliged  to  make  terms  with  the  qew 
liceDc*»-holder  which  will  prevent  those 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  To  confirm  the 
recommendation.  As  the  licensing  com- 
mittee now  confirm,  so  the  licensing 
committee  of  the  quarter  sessions  will 
confirm,  but  it  will  confirm  under  condi- 
tions which  I  venture  to  say — I  do  not 
say  they  are  in  favour  of  temperance, 
but  that  they  are  in  favour  of  a  system 
less  utterly  irrational  than  the  present, 
under  which  a  monopoly  has  been  allowed 
to  grow  up  in  this  country.  The  con- 
demnation of  the  present  system  is  that 
this  Parliament,  in  its  wisdom,  has  created 
a  monopoly,  and  has  given  the  value  of 
that  monopoly  to  individuals.  We  think 
that  when  any  new  licence  is  granted 
the  monopoly  value  should  go  to  the 
pliblic  and  should  be  added  to  the  fund 
for  the  reduction  of  licences.  An 
hon.  Gentleman  who  sneers  at  that 
does  not  believe  that  the  reduction  of 
licences  is  going  to  have  any  effect  on 
drunkenness.  He  only  values  the  reduc- 
tion of  licences  when  taken  away  without 
compensation.  We  do  not  take  that 
view,  and  we  think  one  of  the  great 
reforms  of  this  Bill  is  that  it  will  in 
future  prevent  the  growth  of  a  monopoly 
value  which,  as  you  have  allowed  it  to 
grow  up,  you  cannot  take  away  without 
compensation  in  our  opinion,  but  which 
surely  our  ancestors  would  have  been 
wise  never  to  have  allowed  to  grow  up 
and  which  we  ought  to  do  our  best  to 
prevent  growing  up  in  the  future.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say 
tlutt  anything  done  in  the  way  of  .com- 
pensation for  licences  must  be  done  out 
of  funds  provided  by  the  trade.  I  confess 
I  do  not  know  where  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  friends  are  about 
compensation.  They  assented  to  the 
Local  Veto  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
shire, which  permitted  the  unlimited 
spoliation  of  the  publican.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley 
thinks,  or  did  think  when  he  signed  the 
Report  of  the  Commission,  that  compensa- 
tion  should  be  granted,  and   I   would 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour, 
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almost  guess  from  what  fell  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  had  abandoned 
the  full  heresy  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Monmouthshire,  and  that  he  now 
thinks  that  some  compensation  should 
be  granted—I  am  not  sure — provided  it 
is  done  out  of  the  brewers'  funds.  I 
have  no  right  to  insist  upon  knowing 
what  their  view  is  about  compensation ; 
but  it  would  greatly  help  me  in  the 
course  of  my  argument  if  I  knew. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
That  would  not  induce  me  to  do  it. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  admire  the 
wisdom  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  AD 
we  know  about  his  opinion  is  that  at  one 
time  he  was  responsible  as  Cabinet 
Minister  for  a  Bill  which  refused  any 
kind  of  compensation  to  the  publican 
and  that  he  now  refuses  to  say  whether  he 
has  or  has  not  abandoned  that  position. 
We  do  not  take  that  view.  1  really 
should  like  to  ask  serious  men  among  the 
opponents  of  this  Bill — I  will  not  Bay 
honest  men,  because  I  am  convinced  of 
the  absolute  honesty  of  even  the  most 
extreme  and  fanatical  holders  of  what 
are  wrongly  described  as  temperance 
opinions — whether  they  haver  considered 
the  methods  by  which  they  propose  to 
treat  those  who  carry  on  what  is  un- 
doubtedly a  legitimate,  and,  as  I  consider^ 
a  necessary  trade,  necessary  in  the  sense 
that  no  community  will  consent  to  do 
without  it,  if  in  no  other  sense.  A  prac- 
tice has  been  allowed  to  grow  up,  and  I 
do  not  think  the  law  prevents  it,  by 
which  consideration  can  be,  and  is,  con- 
stantly parted  with  by  these  people  for 
value  received.  These  people  may  be 
compelled  under  the  existing  law  to 
spend  large  sums  of  money  upon  their 
premises.  These  people,  if  their  housea 
happen  to  stand  in  the  way  of  street 
improvements,  are  compensated  under 
the  Lands  Clauses  Act,  as  if  they  were 
copyholders,  for  the  full  amount  of  their 
premises.  These  people  are  rated,  these 
people  are  taxed.  Every  incident  and 
every  burden  of  property  is  theirs  except 
reasonable  security.  By  reasonable  secur- 
ity I  do  not,  of  course,  mean  freehold.. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Spen  Valley 
talks  as  if  we  intended  to  give  freehold 
value  to  people  who  have  no  freehold 
value.    We  intend  to  do  nothing  of  the 
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kind,  and  nothing  in  our  Bill  will  do  it. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary 
told  the  House  that  the  machinery  by 
which  the  value  of  this  kind  of  property 
is  to  be  estimated  is  precisely  the  ma- 
chinery which  determines  the  amount  at 
which  it  should  be  taxed.  May  I  ask 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whether  they 
think  a  man  should  be  taxed  on  one 
value  and  dispossessed  on  another  ?  If  a 
licence-holder  dies,  his  son  or  his  widow 
gets  his  property,  less  the  death  duties, 
which  are  estimated  upon  a  certain  value 
which  the  licence  is  supposed  to  have. 
That  is  the  value  we  attribute  to  it  in 
this  Bill,  and  how  any  man  can  say  that 
that  value  is  excessive,  without  at  the 
same  time  saying  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  been  robbing  these 
people  ever  since  the  passing  of  the 
death  duties,  I  am  wholly  unable  to 
understand. 

I  have  already  told  the  House  how  much 
I  regret  the  folly  of  the  legislation  which 
has  allowed  these  monopoly  values  to  grow 
up.  But  they  have  grown  up,  and  we  have 
permitted  money  to  be  given  for  them.  No 
one  has  regarded  that  as  either  improper 
or  as  illegal,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  in 
any  trade  in  this  world  except  the  trade 
concerned  with  alcoholic  liquors  this 
House  would  tolerate  for  one  moment 
the  state  of  insecurity  in  which  you  have 
deliberately  desired  to  place  these  people. 
Before  I  came  into  the  House  of  Commons 
compensation  was  given  to  Army  officers 
who  had  paid  money  for  their  commissions. 
It  was  illegal  to  give  money  for  commis- 
sions, but  the  practice  of  paying  for  them 
had  grown  up,  and  it  was  felt  it  would 
be  a  gross  injustice  to  treat  that  which 
had  grown  up  as  property  as  if  it  were 
no  property  at  all.  That  is  m^  great 
complaint  of  the  attitude  of  mind  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Spen  Valley.  He  went 
through  any  number  of  precedents  and 
read  long  and  interesting  extracts  to 
show  that  from  time  to  time  persons  had 
arisen  who  held  the  view  that  a  man 
applying  for  the  renewal  of  a  licence  is 
precisely  in  the  same  position  as  if  he 
were  applying  for  a  new  licence.  I  do 
not  wish  to  enter  into  any  legal  or 
technical  discussion  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  this  House  has  to  consider 
broad  equities  outside  these  narrow 
limitations.  It  has  always  considered 
those  broad  equities  in  connection  with 


every  other  class  of  the  commimity,  and 
I  cannot  see  how  it  is  to  refuse  to  con- 
sider them  in  connection  with  publicans 
and  publicans  alone.  If  you  think  the 
publican  is  a  wild  beast  to  be  hmited 
down ;  if  you  think  his  occupation  is  so 
disreputable,  so  contrary  to  public  morals, 
that  he  should  be  stamped  out,  there 
may  be  some  excuse  for  your  action. 
But  hon.  Gentlemen  do  not  hold  that 
view,  or  very  few  of  them  have  courage 
to  avow  it,  although  I  admit  that  an 
attack  upon  intemperance  usually  means 
a  very  intemperate  attack  upon  the 
publican  and  not  upon  those  to  whom 
the  publican  ministers,  who,  I  should 
have  thought,  were  the  real  offenders. 
If  the  BiU  only  attempted,  for  the  first, 
time  really,  to  give  reasonable  security 
to  this  trade,  which  is  a  legitimate  trade, 
it  would  have  strong  reasons  behind  it. 
But  that  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  case 
for  this  Bill,  in  my  judgment. 

I  have  sketched  imperfectly  the  posi* 
tion  of  the  publicans.  Now  consider  the 
magistrates.  I^arge  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, from  bishops  downwards,  seem 
to  think  thatthepositionof  themagistrates 
under  the  law  as  it  stands  is  an  easy, 
simple,  and  satisfactory  position.  For  my 
part,  I  cannot  imagine  a  more  unsatis- 
factory position.  I  am  glad  to  think  that  it 
has  never  been  my  lot  to  sit  in  brewster 
sessions  or  in  quarter  sessions  to  decide 
these  cases.  And  why  ?  Because  the  ex- 
isting law  requires  the  magistrates  to  de- 
cide between  two  things  which  are  not  in 
pari  materia,  which  cannot  be  balanced  one 
against  the  other  upon  any  rational  or 
logical  plan.  In  the  first  place,  the 
magistrates  have  to  consider  the  interest 
of  the  public,  and,  in  the  second  place, 
the}  have  to  consider  the  hardship  in- 
flicted  upon  the  pubUcan  if  he  were 
turned  out  of  his  public-house  without 
compensation.  If  you  say  that  the 
magistrate  ought  not  to  consider  the 
second  point  at  all,  that  it  is  only  the 
first  that  they  ought  to  consider,  then 
you  are  suggesting  a  change  in  magis- 
terial duties,  or  in  the  method  in  which 
those  duties  are  carried  out,  greater  than 
has  ever  been  suggested  before  in  this 
House.  Everybody  knows  that  no 
quarter  sessions  and  not  very  many 
brewster  sessions  have  taken  the  view 
advanced  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
It  is  those   few  brewster  sessions  who 
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have  taken  this  extreme  and  fanatical, 
though  perfectly  logical,  view,  who  have 
brought  the  greater  part  of  this  trouble 
upon  us.  The  truth  is  that  through- 
out the  whole  country,  except  in  those 
few  extreme  cases,  the  magistrates  have 
tried  to  strike  some  kind  of  balance 
between  these  incomparable  considera- 
tions, and,  naturally,  they  have  struck 
it  in  different  ways  in  different  districts. 
In  some  instances  the  hardship  on  the 
publican  outweighs  any  view  they  may 
take  as  to  the  excess  of  public-houses,  and 
in  other  instances  the  hardship  inflicted 
upon  the  publican  is  lost  sight  of 
altogether.  From  that  intolerable  and 
whoUy  illogical  position  we  relieve  the 
Tnagistrates  by  this  BiU.  It  was  said  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Camborne 
that  the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
prevent  the  reduction  of  licences.  I  con- 
tend that  the  Bill,  by  removing  the  hard- 
ship attached  to  the  reduction  of  licences, 
will  greatly  promote  that  reduction,  be- 
cause, for  the  first  time,  the  magistrates 
will  be  able,  with  a  fairly  equal  mind,  to 
consider  the  question  of  licences  entirely 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  actual 
wants  of  their  district.  Therefore,  not 
only  in  the  interest  of  the  publicans,  but 
in  the  interest  of  the  magistrates,  I 
earnestly  commend  this  Bill  to  the  House. 

But  there  are  other  interests.  There  is 
the  financial  interest  of  the  public  at 
large,  and  as  to  that  the  Bill,  as  I  have 
explained,  wiU  prevent  the  growing  up 
in  new  districts  requiring  new  licences 
of  that  monopoly  which  we  have  allowed 
to  grow  up  throughout  the  country  in  the 
past.  And  that  is  why  I  press  the  merits 
of  this  Bill  on  the  House.  Then  there  is 
the  interest  of  which  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  profess  to  be  the  great  champions, 
the  interest  of  temperance.  If  it  be  true 
that  the  number  of  licences  affects 
temperance,  then  this  is  a  great  temper- 
iince  measure ;  but  it  is  a  great  temper- 
ance measure  for  other  reasons  than  those 
•directly  and  immediately  concerned  with 
the  mere  number  of  licences.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  has  been  any  con- 
clusive proof  given  as  to  the  exact  relations 
l>etween  the  number  of  licences  and 
population  and  the  amount  of  drunken- 
ness that  exists  in  that  population.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Spen 
Valley  said  that  in  Scotland  as  compared 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


with  England  there  is  less  than  half  the 
number  of  licences  as  compared  with  the 
population.  I  wish  I  could  think  that 
my  fellow-countrymen  were  less  given  to 
the  vice  of  intemperance. 

Mr.  WHITTAKER  :  They  spend  much 
less  per  head  on  drink. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  much 
more  effectual.  Though  I  doubt  wheth^ 
anybody  can  say,  after  having  imparti- 
aUy  examined  the  question,  that  there  is 
any  obvious  connection  between  the 
amount  of  drunkenness  and  the  number 
of  public-houses,  everybody ,  I  think,  must 
admit  that  an  excessive  number  of  public- 
houses  has  two  effects,  both  of  them  bad. 
It  makes  police  supervision  more  difficult, 
and  it  drives  the  smaller  and  less  well- 
managed  public-houses,  by  the  mere 
effect  of  over-competition,  to  illegitimate 
means  of  supplementing  their  profits. 
YouwiU  never  get  rid  of  the  public- house 
from  this  country,  and,  I  frankly  admit 
it,  I  do  not  think  you  ought  to  get  rid  of 
it.  What,  then,  should  you  aim  at  ?  Fou 
should  aim  surely  at  this  ideal,  that  the 
public-houses  which  you  have  should  be 
kept  respectably,  should  be  kept  by  re- 
spectable persons,  and  should  be  kept  in 
a  manner  which  will  make  those  who 
frequent  them  obey  the  law  and  conform 
to  the  dictates  of  morality.  A  difficult 
ideal  to  attain,  but  one  which  never 
seems  to  occur  to  a  certain  class  of 
temperance  reformer.  [Opposition  cries 
of  "  Why  ?  "]  That  is  not  intended  to 
be  uncharitable,  and  if  it  is  uncharitable 
I  think  that,  when  I  tell  hon.  Gentlemen 
the  reason  for  the  possibly  harsh  judg- 
ment I  pass  upon  them,  they  wiU  see 
what  I  mean.  Their  one  desire  appears  to 
be  to  render  the  tenure  of  the  publican 
insecure.  All  the  speeches  made,  all 
the  measures  proposed,  have  that,  if  not 
for  their  ultimate  object,  for  their  first 
subsidiary  object.  How  can  you  expect 
the  trade  which  you  deliberately  intend 
to  make  insecure  to  be  filled  by  men  of 
the  character  I  have  just  endeavoured  to 
describe?  And  it  is  because  I  have 
never  seen  any  real  effort  on  the  part  of 
hon.  Qentlemen  opposite  to  give  practical 
effect  to  that  idetu,  nor  indeed  by  their 
friends,  that  I  was  betrayed  into  perhaps 
an  unduly  severe  estimate  of  their  attitude 
towards  thb   particular  aspect  of   the 
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qaestion.  I  think  myself  that  the  ex- 
treme temperance  reformers  do  a  very  ill- 
service  to  the  great  and  sacred  cause  to 
which  they  devote  so  much  disinterested 
exertion  by  coupling  temperance  and  in- 
justice. Depend  upon  it,  no  great  moral 
cause  was  ever  helped  on  by  associating 
it  with  anything  which  the  common  sense 
of  mankind,  as  well  as  the  practice  of  this 
Parliament,  would  describe  as  a  real  in- 
justice; and  then,  when  I  am  told  that 
this  Bill  is  to  be  strenuously  opposed  at 
every  stage  of  its  existence,  I  am  reminded 
of  similar  statements  made,  and,  I  admit, 
fully  carried  out,  with  regard  to  pre- 
vious efforts  made  by  this  Party,  and  from 
this  side  of  the  House,  to  deal  with  the 
evil  of  the  excessive  number  of  licences. 
I  do  not  know  whether  temperance  re- 
formers look  back  with  pride  —  [some 
Opposition  cheers] — or  with  pain  to  their 
previous  efforts.  That  cheer  precisely 
bears  out  what  I  was  suggesting  at  the 
beginning  of  my  speech.  They  may  desire 
to  diminish  the  number  of  licences 

♦Mr.  WHITTAKER:  We  have  done 
better  without  your  Bill  than  we 
could  have  done  with  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  beg  the  hon. 
(Jentleman's  pardon.  If  the  money 
which  Lord  Goschen  intended  to  devote, 
and  tried  to  devote,  to  the  diminution  of 
licences  had  been  allowed  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  to  be  used  for  that  purpose, 
the  evils  of  which  they  are  complaining 
would,  I  believe,  almost  have  disappeared. 

♦Mr.  WHITTAKER  :  Oh,  no! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  This,  I  under- 
stand, is  to  be  added  to  the  number  of 
Bills  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  pass 
and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have 
strenuously  opposed.  The  Member  for 
the  Spen  Valley  spoke  contemptuously 
of  the  temperance  reform  which  was 
carried  through  the  House  by  my  tight 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Croydon  two 
or  three  years  ago.  He  caUed  it  a  small 
and  petty  measure.  I  am  not  going  to 
estimate  how  great  a  measure  that  was, 
but  let  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  look 
at  their  own  record  of  temperance  reform. 
The  last  Bill  that  was  carried  through 
the  House  before  the  Bill  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  in  1902  was  that  of  1872,  and 


the  Bill  of  1872  had  a  great  deal  to  do, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  knowa 
perfectly  well,  in  spreading  and  in  render- 
ing deeper  the  conviction  which  every 
licensed  holder  has — that  the  Legislature 
did  intend  him  to  have  something  more 
than  a  year  to  year  tenure  of  his  property. 
And  since  that  Bill  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  not  touched  the  question 
at  aU,  unless,  indeed,  I  am  to  count  the 
Local  Veto  Bill  of  1895,  which,  as  we  all 
know,  was  intended  to  sweep  away 
wholesale  the  licences  from  any  area  of 
the  country  which  adopted  it,  and  to 
sweep  them  away  without  the  smallest 
compensation.  I  know  the  Hous<»  will 
believe  me  when  I  say  that  in  our  judg- 
ment this  is  a  temperance  measure.  I 
think  it  was  the  Member  for  the  Spen 
Valley  who  said  that  in  every  respect 
this  was  retrograde  from  the  temperance 
point  of  view.  I  deny  that ;  and  I  deny 
it  absolutely.  I  deny  it  because  for  the 
first  time  since  the  Beerhouse  Act  of  1869 
— and  everybody  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion knows  that  beerhouses  are  one  of  the 
great  difficulties  you  have  to  deal  with — 
it  will  be  found  possible  to  deal  with 
these  beerhouses  without  inflicting  hard- 
ship on  individuals.  In  the  second  place, 
it  is  a  great  temperance  reform,  or,  at  all 
events,  a  great  reform,  because  it  prevents 
these  monopoly  values  growiog  up  in  any 
new  district  under  new  licences ;  and,  in 
the  third  place,  it  will  enable  magistrates 
sitting  in  quarter  sessions  to  deal  with 
licences  which  their  sense  of  justice  now 
absolutely  prevents  them  from  touching^ 
and  will  in  that  way,  at  no  great  length 
of  time,  I  believe,  in  most  cases  at  all 
events,  really  make  the  number  of  licences 
in  existence  correspond  fairly  with  the 
actual  n<)eds  of  the  various  districts. 
And  are  we  to  be  told  that  these  things 
are  not  reforms  simply  because  they  are 
associated  with  a  great  benefit  to  the 
publican?  We  always  come  back  to 
that.  Temperance,  enthusiam  for  tem- 
perance, love  of  temperance,  is  the  polite 
name  for  hatred  of  the  publican.  I  do 
not  believe  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
will  get  behind  them  that  great  body  of 
moderate  opinion,  not  l.ss  earnest^ 
believe  me,  than  they  are  themselves  in 
the  cause  of  temperance,  which  will  not 
willingly  permit  the  great  can  e  of  pubUc 
morality  in  one  department  to  be  wrecked 
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by    a    breach    of    public    morality     in  1  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  thought,  hardly 
another.  !  realised  what  the  effect  of  his  Bill  was. 

]  He  was  fettering  the  discretion  of  the 
Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon  i  magistrates  most  materially.  He  fi^t 
Boroughs) :  said  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  i  fettered  the  authority  of  brewster 
man  at  the  beginning  of  hb  speech  |  sessions,  and  he  then  fettered  the 
complained  that  they  were  attribut-  authority  of  quarter  sessions  by  the 
ing  to  him  and  those  associated  with  I  maximum  hmit  which  he  imposed.  He 
him  the  meanest  possible  motives,  and  I  objected  to  the  Bill  because  it  created  a 
he  ended  his  speech  by  committing  ex-  '  property  in  order  to  buy  it  off.  The 
actly  the  same  offence  himself.  The  right  I  Prime  Minister  had  said,  "  We  are  simply 
hon.  Gentleman  had  accused  them  of  I  saying  that,  if  you  dispossess  a  man,  you 
being  prompted  by  hatred  of  the  publican.  ;  must  dispossess  him  at  the  value  at  which 
He  could  not  conceive  any  meaner  motive  |  ^e  is  taxed."  But  what  this  Bill  did  was 
to  prompt  a  poUtical  Party  than  hatred  of  I  ^  increase  the  value  of  his  property, 
anybody,  and  he  trusted  the  right  hon.  |  By  this  BiU  the  Prime  Minister  was  in- 
Gentleman  would  believe  that  they  were  I  creasing  the  value  of  the  property, 
animated  by  the  same  honest  motive  as  :  Licensing  magistrates  proceeded  with  the 
he  was  when  they  brought  their  judg-  j  utmost  caution,  and  never  interfered 
ment  to  bear  on  the  proposals  he  had  |  except  in  very  bad  cases.  They  might 
brought  forward.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 1  assign  as  a  reason  that  a  particular 
manhadcomplained  that  his  hon.  friends  I  public-house  was  not  required  in  the 
the  Members  for  the  Spen  Valley  and  I  neighbourhood,    but    in    making     their 


Camborne  had  not  criticised  the  pro 
posals  of  the  Bill,  but  that  they  had 
attacked  some  other  proposals.  His  hon. 
friends  had  made  the  mistake  of  assum- 
ing that  the  Prime  Minister  would  carry 


selection  they,  guided  by  their  own  local 
knowledge,  always  selected  the  worst 
conduct^  houses.  To  that  gross  type 
of  public-house  the  Bill  would  give  a 
fictitious  value.     The  would-be  purchaser 


out  the  public  pledges  he  gave.  |  of  a  house   in  a  district  in   which  the 

'  magistrates  were  active,  took  into  ac- 
count the  probability  of  the  licence  being 
renewed,  and  if  licences  were  being  re- 
duced year  by  year  and  the  renewal  for 
the  house  in  question  was  likely  to  be 
refused,  he  either  did  not  buy  it  at  all 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  So  I  have. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  pro- 
posals had  been  changed  from  time  to 
time.    The  measure   had   been   recast  a 


good  many  times  during  rehearsal,  and  in  I  °' P'V'^  *  lower  price  for  it.  Under  thia 
«ome  respect*  he  tho.ight  very  much  for  I  ^'"  ^^.  ^??'it>e  assured  of  good  com - 
the  worse.  They  were  told  that  the  '  ponsation  if  the  licenw  was  refused,  and 
discretion  of  the  licensing    magistrates  j  f°««<l"«°*'y  *»«  ^""^^^  g'^^^  *  big  price 

was  to  be  suspended.  Instead  of  be-  *«'  ^.P'T"*^  T?'*'*'.  *"°  u'  ^"*'°?^ 
ing  suspended,  it  seemed  to  him  to  I  conditions  he  would  not  touch.  A  value 
have  bein  choked  off  altogether.  The  1 7^*«  ^«»'^«/'<»t«**  *«'  the  worst  type  of 
licensing  magistrates  were  to  have  practi  I ''"'^t'  »°d  a  corresponding  burden  im- 
caUy  no  discretion  at  aU.  In  future  thev  5°"!^/''  *^v^!t^'  T^'  ^.  ^*  ^«"-«°°- 
were  to  have  no  more  than  the  power  "a  ^°<'*^  1°**  \f  *«'  class  houses  were  to 
police  constable  had.  for  aU  they  had  to  ^^  ^^^J**'  ^^^  ^^  ^^  l*''*f  f*  P~- 
do  was  to  report  to  quarter  sesJons.  It  f'*y  ^»"<'^  ^'^R'^*  *«  ^  destroyed, 
was  perfectly  true  that,  as  against  this  |  ^^'^^  property  was  of  a  purely  specula- 
Bill,  they  were  supporting  the  full  dis-':  tive  character,  and  at  present  the  elements 
cretion  of  the  magistrates,  but  no  one  on  |  of  risk  had  to  be  taken  into  account.  In 
that  side  of  the  House  had  ever  concealed  |  future,  however,  this  class  of  property 
the  fact  that  in  their  opinion  the  licensing  j  ^jght  be  bought  with  impunity,  and  the 

What  they  said  was  that,  whoever  the  P*/.  *^«  compensation.  The  Pnme 
authority  was,  that  authority  ought  not '  Minister  was  creating  a  new  busmess,  a 
to  be  fettered  by  such  conditions  as  '  new  Stock  Exchange  gamble — that  of 
were    introduced    into    that  Bill.     The  1  speculating  in  bad,  rotten  public-houses. 


Mr.  A.  J,  Balfomr, 
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A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  licens- 
ing magistrates  confiscating  property. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  sat  on 
a  bench  of  magistrates,  his  conduct  in 
making  such  a  charge  would  have  been 
inexcusable ;  his  only  excuse  was  that  of 
absolute  ignorance  oi  the  practical  work- 
ing of  these  bodies.  The  charge  was 
unmitigated  nonsense.  It  was  the 
Prime  Minister  who  was  the  con- 
fiscator,  because  by  this  Bill,  instead  of 
the  element  of  imcertainty  being  from  30  ^ 
to  60  per  cent,  in  the  bad  houses  and 
practically  nil  in  the  good,  the  two  classes  | 
of  property  were  placed  on  precisely  the 
same  footing. 

! 

A  further  reason  why  he  objected  to 
the  Bill  was  that  it  created  a  permanent 
impediment  in  the  way  of  temperance  | 
reform.      A  great  deal  had    been   said 
about  the  rights  of  the  publican,  but  I 
very    Uttle  about  the    interests    of  the  ' 
public.    No  one  Ustening  to  the  speeches 
of   the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Home 
Secretary  would  have  supposed  they  were 
dealing  with  a  monopoly,  which  in  the  i 
opinion  of  judges  was  responsible  for  one-  i 
half  of  the  crime,  a  great  deal  of  the 
lunacy,  a  large  portion  of  the  misgovern-  | 
ment,    and    much  of    the  distress  and 
degradation  of  the  country.     There  had 
been  much  talk  about  safeguards  for  the  ^ 
trade,  but  not  a  word  about  safeguards  for 
the  public ;  much  criticism  of  magistrates, 
none  of  the  trade.    The  Prime  Minister,  | 
being  a  Member  for  Manchester,  was  pre- 
eminently a  brewery  representative,  as  | 
there  were  more  breweries  in  Manchester 
than  in  almost  any  other  constituency. 
It  was  really  out  of  what  had  happened 
at  Manchester  this  Bill  had  arisen.    A  ! 
few  years  ago  a  great  scandal  occurred  by 
reason  of  the  corruption  of  the  police  by 
the    brewery  companies.      A    first-rate 
chief  constable  was  appointed  who  went 
into  the  matter  and  found  that  every 
Christmas  the  police  were  paraded  in  the 
brewery  yards  represented  by  the  Prime  I 
Minister,   and  there    presented  with    a  , 
donation  from  the  brewery.     The  na  mes  { 
of  those  who  were  to  receive  donations  | 
were  supplied  by  the  publicans.     One 
police  inspector  gave  evidence    to  the 
effect  that  he  received    30s.  from  one  i 
brewery,  a  hamper  of  liquor  from  another, 
and  a  supply  of  beer  from  a  third.     A 
sergeant  received  10s.  from  one  brewery,  j 
and  5e.  from  another.    The  police  were 


receiving  donations  every  Christmas  from 
the  various  breweries,  and  the  chief 
constable  said  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  carry  out  the  Licensing  Act  as 
long  as  this  kind  of  thing  went  on.  There 
were  hundreds  of  cases  of  drunken- 
ness on  duty  and  of  drinking  on 
licensed  premises  by  the  police,  but  the 
chief  constable  put  a  stop  to  the  system, 
and,  in  the  very  first  year  after,  a  con- 
siderable improvement  was  the  result. 
Then  the  brewers  got  at  the  magistrates. 
The  suggestion  was  that  the  temperance 
people  Drought  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
magistrates,  but  what  happened  amongst 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman's  own  friends 
in  East  Manchester?  There  was  a 
magistrate  named  Mr.  Hughes  who  was 
a  great  supporter  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
A  police  inspector  foimd  drunkenness  on 
licensed  premises  in  Manchester.  Mr. 
Hughes  drove  up  to  the  police  with  the 
licensee  and  begged  them  not  to  prose- 
cute. The  police  inspector  declined  to 
take  any  notice  of  the  appeal.  The 
next  step  was  that  the  magistrate  drove 
up  to  the  chief  constable  and  brought 
pressure  to  bear  upon  him.  When  the 
case  got  into  Court,  the  two  magistrates 
who  had  been  trying  to  persuade  the 
chief  constable  not  to  prosecute  were  on 
the  Bench,  although  not  on  the  rota  for 
the  week.  The  case  was  taken  from 
Court  No.  1  to  Court  No.  2;  the  two 
magistrates  followed.  They  got  a  little 
Court  of  their  own,  in  which  Mr.  Hughes 
was  chairman  of  the  bench.  The  chief 
constable,  being  telephoned  for,  gave 
notice  that  if  the  case  was  proceeded 
with  he  would  pubUsh  the  whole  of  the 
facts.  The  case  was  withdrawn,  but  the 
facts  leaked  out,  and  the  chief  constable 
was  hauled  over  the  coals.  Like  a 
plucky  man,  he  declared  that  the  time 
had  come  to  speak  out,  and  he  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
dismissals  in  Ucensing  cases  by  magis- 
trates who  were  supposed  to  be  partial 
to  temperance  was  quite  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  dismissals  in  similar  cases  by 
other  magistrates,  the  suggestion  being 
that  undue  influence  was  exercised  upon 
the  magistrates.  The  magistiates  g^t 
very  angry ;  they  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  seven  Unionists  and 
two  Liberals,  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 
The  committee  found  that  the  charges 
brought    by    the  chief    constable    were 
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absolutely  true;  and  the  two  magistrates 
against  whom  he  brought  the  charges  had 
to  give  up  the  commission  of  the  peace. 
In  another  case  the  magistrates  on  the 
bench  actually  told  the  inspector  not  to 
bring  much  evidence  as  they  had  made 
up  their  minds  to  dismiss.  This  Bill  was 
brought  in  because  it  was  an  attack  upon 
the  magistrates  for  unduly  favouring 
temperance,  but  in  his  opinion  the  undue 
and  corrupt  influence  had  been  entirely 
on  the  other  side.  The  chief  constable 
brought  forward  a  charge  of  packing  the 
bench.  A  committee  after  full  investiga- 
tion had  found  that,  after  applications 
for  the  renewal  and  transfer  of  licences 
had  been  refused  several  times  by  the 
magistrates  after  they  had  given  careful 
consideration  to  the  cases,  when  new 
applications  had  been  made  and  heaid 
on  the  same  evidence,  the  previous 
decisions  had  been  reversed  by  majorities 
which  included  magistrates  who  seldom 
appeared  at  other  times  save  when 
licensing  cases  were  considered,  and  who 
generally  retired. as  soon  as  those  cases 
had  been  reversed. 

The  result  of  what  had  taken 
place  in  Manchester  had  been  to  stop 
the  bribery  of  the  police  and  the 
interference  of  magistrates;  and  so  the 
licensed  victuallers  now  came  to  the 
Prime  Minister  and  said,  "As  we  have 
lost  these  powers,  as  we  cannot  bribe  the 

Eolice  any  longer,  and  as  we  cannot 
ring  undue  influence  to  bear  upon  the 
magistrates  in  the  future,  you  must  help 
us  out  of  this  difficulty."  Somebody 
had  referred  to  Liverpool,  and  the  same 
story  applied  there.  That  was  why  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  had  been  brought  in,  and  it 
had  been  introduced,  because  at  last 
decent  men  on  the  bench  were  beginning 
to  realise  what  had  been  going  on.  The 
chairman  of  the  Liverpool  licensing 
justices  was  a  strong  Conservative,  and 
the  vast  majority  of  those  sitting 
on  the  bench  at  Liverpool  were 
Conservatives,  and  the  same  thing 
applied  to  Manchester,  where  they  were 
nearly  all  supporters  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  But  in  Manchester  they  had 
some  sense  of  their  duty  to  the  com- 
munity and  some  regard  to  the  oath 
which  they  had  taken,  and  they  were  at 
last  beginning  to  administer  the  law. 
The  Prime  Minister  had  great  regard  for 
the  law,  and  he  would  punish  all  law- 

Mr,  Lloyd-George 


j  breakers  if  they  belonged  to  a  different 
I  Party  from  his  own.    [Ministerial  cries 
I  of  "Oh,"   "Withdraw,"   and   -Divide^ 
divide."] 

I  ♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  that  his  words  suggest  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  actuated,  in 
prosecuting  for  crime,  by  the  unworthy 
motive  of  punishing  persons  who  are  of 
different  politics  from  his  own.  That  is 
a  suggestion  which  the  hon.  Member 
ought  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  If  my  words— 
[Loud  cries  of  **  Withdraw  "] — are  capable 
of  that  interpretation  I  unhesitatingly 
withdraw  them.  But  I  am  entiUed  to- 
draw  attention  to  the  different  treatanent 
accorded  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
those  who  have  broken  the  law  in  this 
way  and  to  the  Welsh  County  Councils. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Really,  Sir,  I 
have  been  listening  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  I  hardly 
thought  it  worth  while  interrupting  him 
in  his  personal  attack  on  me.  But  what 
have  I  to  do  with  prosecuting  any  one  in 
Manchester  ?  [A  Nationalist  Member  : 
What  about  Ireland?]  I  never  heard 
of  the  transaction  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  given  such  a  long  history^ 
and  what  he  means  by  saying  that  I  am 
prosecuting  any  one  in  connection  with 
this  Bill  I  am  at  loss  to  imagine. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE!,  who  was  re- 
ceived with  renewed  cries  of  "  Wthdraw," 
said  that  if  the  Prime  Ifinister 
said  that  this  was  the  first  time  he 
had  heard  of  these  transactions  in  his 
own  constituency  —  transactions  which 
bore  very  much  on  the  licensing  law 
dealt  with  by  this  Bill— he  could  only 
express  his  astonishment.  It  was  a 
matter  of  public  notoriety  in  Manchester. 
He  was  entitled  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  for  Wales  the  right  hon» 
Gentleman  was  going  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  enforce  the  law,  and  in  thie 
matter  he  was  introducing  a  Bill  to 
prevent  a  law  which  had  been  beneficial 
from  being  carried  out.  It  was  all  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  publicans  had  intimi- 
dated the  Government.  The  placard 
issued  by  them  at  the  Woolwich  election 
had  brought  the  Government  to  heeL 
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The  publicans  said.  "We  cannot  bribe 
and  we  cannot  bring  undue  influence 
to  bear  any  longer."  [Cries  of  "With- 
draw."] 

BlR.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (turning  to  the 
Benches  behind  him) :  Let  him  go  on. 
It  will  not  matter. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  find  that  it  would 
matter  a  good  deal.  The  publicans  said 
to  themselves,  "  As  we  cannot  intimidate 
the  police  or  the  magistrates,  let  us  get 
hold  of  something  thoroughly  feeble ;  " 
and  so  the  Government  came  to  their 
assistance.  The  publicans  issued  a 
placard  to  this  effect :  "  The  time  has 
come  when  the  Government  should  be 
made  to  feel  the  full  force  of  our  resent- 
ment of  their  policy.  Let  us  make  our 
trade  our  policy,  and  by  putting  forth 
our  full  strength  render  it  impossible  for 
Government  candidates  to  secure  election. 
All  Governments  depend  on  votes,  and  if 
the  present  Government  want  the  votes 
of  licensed  holders  they  must  promise  us 
the  protection  we  demand."  Having 
used  that  threat  and  having  fired 
one  or  two  shots  at  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  he  hoisted  the  white  flag. 
Now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  an 
appeal  for  equitable  treatment  for  the 
trade.  Was  there  not  to  be  equitable 
treatment  also  for  the  victims  of  the 
trade?  As  the  trade  had  thui  record 
of  abusing  its  monopoly,  let  it  remember 
the  great  principle  of  British  law— that 
those  who  come  to  equity  should  come 
with  clean  hands. 

Mb.  groves  (Salford,  S.)  said  he  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  Manchester  man 
bom  and  bred,  and  he  believed  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  was  also  a 
Manchester  man  bom  and  bred,  but  it 
was  evident  that  he  had  been  trans- 
planted at  a  very  early  age  to  a  less 
congenial  atmosphere,  or  the  House 
would  never  have  had  this  distressing 
and  disgraceful  exhibition  of  bad  taste. 

♦Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man may  accuse  another  hon.  Member  of 


bad  taste,  but  he  should  not  couple  th« 
word  "disgraceful "  with  the  accusation. 

Mb.  groves  said  that  he  withdrew  the 
word ;  but  the  hon.  Member  had  made  a 
most  unwarrantable  attack  on  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  commanded  the  unanimous 
respect  of  the  House.  This  was  a  Bill 
which  dealt  with  a  very  large  trade  with 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  being  asso- 
ciated, and  it  was  only  right  that  that 
trade  should  have  an  opportunity  of- 
digesting  the  proposals  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  which  they  had  just  heard  for  the 
first  time.  Therefore  he  thought  it  would 
be  best  to  reserve  judgment  in  regard  to 
this  measure.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Spen  Valley  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carnarvon  Burghs  appeared  to  think  that 
this  was  a  Bill  which  taxed  teetotallers, 
and  which  proposed  to  devote  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  that  tax  to  paying  compensation 
to  the  trade.  He  did  not  think  there 
was  anybody  in  this  country  who  would 
be  worse  off  by  this  Bill  becoming  law. 
The  attitude  taken  up  by  hon.  Members 
opposite,  and  by  those  who  opposed  the 
G<>vernment  in  this  matter,  was  illogical 
in  the  extreme.  It  was  only  owing  to 
the  long  continuance  in  office  of  a  strong 
Government  that  any  modification  of  the 
existing  Ucensing  laws  had  been  brought 
forward,  and  he  thought  this  was  a 
true  advance  in  temperance  reform* 
The  trade  had  been  looking  forward  to 
a  retum  of  the  £6,000,000  they  contri- 
buted years  ago,  and  they  hoped  and 
believed  until  quite  recently  that  that 
fund  would  have  been  restored,  and  that 
the  money  would  have  been  devoted  to 
dealing  with  licences  as  was  originally 
intended.  The  licensed  victuallers  thought 
that  the  Government  in  dealing  with  this 
matter  might  have  taken  a  portion  of  the 
war  tax  upon  beer  and  spirits  and  devoted 
it  to  forming  a  compensation  fund.  He 
desired  to  assure  the  Government  that 
the  measure  they  were  introducing  to-day 
was  not  in  any  shape  or  form  what  they 
had  expected,  but  nevertheless  they  were 
prepared  to  discuss  it  dispassionately  and 
give  it  reasonable  consideration.  He 
hoped  to  have  an  opportunity  later  on  of 
refuting  some  of  the  fallacious  arguments 
which  had  been  put  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Spen  Valley.  This  was  no 
occasion  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
by  enlarging  upon  the  merits  or  demerits 
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of  the  BDl,  and  he  would  content  himself  ^ 
by  assuring    the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  Government  that  the  measure 
which  they  had  honestly  proposed  would 
receive  their  serious  consideration. 

He  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  consider  at  a  later  period 
what  would  happen  in  a  district  where  the 
local  bench  decided  that  no  reduction  of 
licences  was  necessary  because  there  were 
many  benches  of  that  kind.  Would  the 
rate  in  those  districts  be  levied 
and  would  it  accumulate  ?  He  would 
like  to  know  something  more  with 
respect  to  the  position  of  licences  in 
county  boroughs.  He  desired  that  there 
should  be  no  misconception  about  the 
matter,  and  that  nobody  should  be  able 
to  say  there  had  been  confiscation  or 
robbery.  In  the  case  of  county  boroughs 
where  action  was  taken  by  the  licensing 
committee  of  the  local  bench,  would  the 
reference  be  made  to  the  larger  county 
body  within  the  same  area,  or  would  it 
be  referred  to  the  local  bench  ?  There 
was  a  very  important  difference.  In  the 
case  of  the  small  boroughs  the  definition 
was  quite  clear.  In  the  case  of  the 
larger  boroughs  it  would  be  useful  to 
know  to  what  body  the  reference  was  to 
be  made,  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  give  some  information 
on  that  point,  llie  measure  had  been 
drawn  on  broad  lines,  and  gave  evidence 
of  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Government  to 
deal  with  a  most  difficult  and  thorny 
question  in  a  fair  and  honourable  way.  •  : 

♦Mb.  CORRIE  grant  (Warwickshire, 
Rugby)  said  it  was  not  quite  clear  from 
he  explanation  the  Prime  Minister  had 
given  of  the  Bill  whether  quarter  sessions 
would  deal  entirely  with  the  question  of 
compensation.    He  understood  the  right 


hear  the  case  just  as  if  it  were  an  applica- 
tion before  brewster  sessions  1 


♦Mr.  AKBRS-DOUGLAS  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  quarter  sessions 
would  rehear  the  case. 


♦Mr.  CORRIE  GRANT  said  that 
was  worse  than  if  they  acted  on  the 
report  of  the  justices.  He  wanted 
to  offer  one  or  two  technical  criticisms  of 
the  Bill.  He  disputed  what  the  Prime 
Minister  had  said  as  to  licensed  premises 
being  rated  exactly  on  the  same  basis 
as  other  premises;  and  pointed  to  the 
injustice  of  the  Bill  to  the  existing  tenants 
who  were  to  be  taxed  on  their  licence 
value  in  order  to  form  a  compensation 
fund.  Upon  a  very  low  estimate,  out 
of  every  100  houses  there  were  seventy 
tied  to  some  great  firm  or  other,  and  the 
tenants  all  over  that  area  would  contri- 
bute to  the  fund  out  of  which  compen- 
sation would  be  paid,  but  the  first  per- 
son to  get  it  would  be  the  mortgagee, 
who  was  the  brewer  or  distiller.  Not 
until  they  had  been  paid  would  the 
tenant  get  anything.  The  tenant,  there- 
fore, was  to  be  the  first  to  pay  and  the 
last  to  receive,  and  the  Bill,  instead  of 
being  one  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  tenant  of  whose  hardships  they  had 
heard  so  much,  was  one  for  the  endow- 
ment of  rich  companies  already  making 
large  profits  out  of  the  trade,  and  per- 
fectly competent  to  safeguard  them- 
selves. The  Bill  was  first  of  all  unjust, 
because  of  the  way  in  which  it  interfered 
with  the  local  justices,  and  secondly, 
because  of  the  way  it  treated  the  existing 
tenant,  but  the  worst  feature  was  that 
for  dealing  with  the  sale  of  new  licences. 
They  were  going  for  the  first  time  to 
make  the  State  a  party  with  the  trade 
in  the  method  of  deahng  with  new 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  so,  but  he  wanted  !  licences.  They  would  have  quarter 
to  be  sure   that  that  was  so.     He  also  !  sessions  putting  licences  up  by  auction. 


desired  further  information  on  a  ques- 
tion of  machinery.     In  regard  to  new  I 
licences  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  local  justices  were  to  report  to 
quarter     sessions     and     that     quarter  | 
sessions  were  to  decide  whether  a  licence 


and  the  highest  bidder  getting  them — 
[Cries  of  "No,  no!"]— and  they  would 
have  quarter  sessions  hearing  the  argu- 
ment constantly  pressed  upon  them: 
"We  gave  you  a  big  price  for  a 
licence  the  other  day,  you  ought  to  give 


was  to  be  taken  away  or  not.  Would  '  ub  a  big  price  when  you  come  to  deal 
quarter  sessions  decide  on  the  report  of  ,  with  compensation  for  closing  our  house." 
the  licensing  justices  alone,  or  would  they    If  the  Bill  passed,  did  anyone  doubt  the 

Mr.  Groves, 
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value  of  licences  would  go  up  enor- 
mously ?  There  could  be  no  question  of 
it.  For  these  three  reasons  he  submitted 
that  the  B>11  ought  to  be  rejected. 


{20  April  1904} 

Question  put. 


BUI 
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The    House    divided :  —  Ayes,     314 ; 
Noes,  147.     (Division  List  No.  88). 


Agg.Qardner»  James  Tynte 
Ap;new,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Aird,  Sir  John 
ADsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Beynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold.Por8ter,Rt.Hn.Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Aubrey  -Fletcher,Rt.Hon.SirH. 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Bailey,  Jaines  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt  Hon.  A.J.(Manoh'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfour,RtHn.GeraldW.(Leed8 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  Gewge 
Banv,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beaoh,RtHn.Sir  Michael  Hioks 
Beckett^  Ernest  William 
Bhowzkaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bowles,Lt.-Col.H.F.(Middlesez 
Bowl6S,T.Gib8on(King*8  Lynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodriok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotiierton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butoher,  John  George 
Campbell,Rt.Hn.J.A.  (Glasgow 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ. 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
0aT6ndi8h,V.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Oayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Ev^yn  (Aston  Manor) 
Ceoil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
C9iamberlain,R  t  Hon.  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,RtHonJ.A.(Worc 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
CSiapman,  Edward 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare^  Octayius  Leigh 
<3ive.  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghin,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
CoUii^  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Ooz.  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 


AYES. 

Craig,Charle8  Curtis  (Antrim,S. 
Cripps,  CSiarles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Gla.<)gow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dewar,SttT.K.(Tower  Hamlets 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dimsdale,Rt.Hon.Sir  Joseph  C. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dij[on-Hartland,SirFred  Dixon 
Dorington,RtHon.  Sir  John  E. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,RtHon,Sir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fergusson,RtHn.Sir  J.(Mano*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGera1d,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzroy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest"! 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthor 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin  &  Nairn 
Gote,Hn.G.R.C.0rm8by-(Salop 
Gore,  Hon.  S.F.  Ormsby-(Linc.) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Groves,  Jamei  Grimble 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Halsey,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,Marq.of(L'nd'nderry 
Hardy,Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf ord 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 


Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.R.  (Dulwich^ 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Heath,  James  (Stsffords,  N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hender8on,Sir  A.(Staf!ord,  W.) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,RtHnH.(Somers*t,E 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,  Brightside 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horner,  Frederick  William 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  P&terson 
Howard, J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  ( Yorks.,  N.R.) 
Ji^meson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffrey8,Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Hevwood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  H. 
Kenyoii,Hon.Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  L^es 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  lieu t -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
La  wrence,Sir  Joseph  ( Monm'th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
La  wson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks,  N.R 
Lee,  ArthurH.  ( Hants.  ,Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  CoL  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson>Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Long,Col. Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Long,RtHn.Walter(Bristol,S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.  ( Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Iver,SirLewis(  Edinburgh,  W. 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
M*Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Majendi,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
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Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-MainwaringyHox^W.  F. 
Maxwell,Rt.HnSirH.E.(Wigt'n 
Middlemore^JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
BiiIner,Rt.Hon.Sir  Frederick  G. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
MitcheU,  William  (Burnley) 
Moleswortlu  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu, Hon.  J.  Scott  (Hants. ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,Da  vidJ.  ( Walthamstow 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,Rt.Hn.A.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Nichol^^n,  William  Graham 
Nolan,ColJohnP.  (Gal  way,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary,Mid 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint»  Robert 
Pilkmgton,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
PoweU,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  a  Guy 


{COMMONS} 

Quitter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Carne 
Ratoliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwick,  G}eorge 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge) 
Ridley,S.Forde  (Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,Rt  Hon.Cha^.Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samu^,Sir  HanyS.(Limehou8e 
Sandys,  Lieut. -CJolThos.  Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincohi) 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  WUliam  Edward  T. 
Sheehan,  Daniel  Daniel 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,Abel  H.  (Hertford,  East) 
Smith,H.C(North*mb,  Tjrneeide 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lajiark8.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,Hoo.  Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley,Edward  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.M'Tagna^ 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  JohnM. 
Stock,  James  Heniy 
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Stone*  Sir  Benjamin 

,  Stroyan,  John 

I  Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hediey 

I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (CSiiohester) 

;  Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G(GxfdUniv. 

!  Thorbom,  Sir  Walter 

I  Thornton,  Percy  M. 

I  Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinaon,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
TufiE.  Charles 

Tufnell,  Lieut-CoL  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent^  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walker,  Col.  William  HaU 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  H. 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Waide,  Colonel  C  £. 
Welby,Lt.-Col.A.aE.(Tauntoo 
Welby,Sir  Charles  G.R(Notts.) 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton  und.  Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(Tork,B.B.) 
Wil8on-Todd,Sir  W.H.(York8.> 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.KR.  (Bath) 
Wol£F,  QwtAY  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Heniy  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.B.  Stoart- 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
ITerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Samuel 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  tob  the  Ates— Sir 
A.  Acland'Hood  and  Mr. 
Ailwyn  FeUowes. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda)   { 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair  { 

Asquith,Rt.H<mHerbert  Henry 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst  ! 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Black,  Alexander  William  j 

Boland,  John 
Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry  ] 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh)  | 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson  > 
Br>  oe,  Rt.  Hon.  James  | 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnm       I 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles  j 

CaldweU,  James  | 

Cameron,  Robert  j 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cawley,  Frederick  I 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Corbett»  A  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Laiuurk) 
Oremer,  William  Randal 


NOES. 

Crombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen; 

Davies,  M  Vaughan-(Cardigan 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Douglas,  Qiarles  M.  (Lanark) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 

Ellis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 

Emmott,  Alfred 

£  van8,SirFrancis  H.(  Maidstone 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  ((Glamorgan) 

Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Qiarles 

Ferguson,  R.  C  Munro  (Leitii) 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Grant,  Corrie 

Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 

Harcourt,Lewisy .( Rossendale) 

Harcourt,RtHnSirW(Monm'th 


I  Harmsworth,  R.  Laoeeter 
Havter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Heime,  Norval  Watson 
HemphiU,  Rt.  Hon.  CSiarles  H. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Holland,  Sir  William  He^ 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  We8t> 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  CL 
Hutton,  Alfred  £.  fMorley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jonee,DavidBrymnor  (SwaosSA 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kearley,  Hudson    E. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall^ 
Lay  land.  Barratt,  Francis 
Leese.Sir  Joseph  F.(  Accringtoo 
Leng,  Sir  John 

i  Levy,  Maurice 

{  Lewis,  John  Herbert 

!  Lloyd-(3eorge,  David 

I  Logan,  John  William 

I  Lough,  Thomas 
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LtbU,  Charles  Henry 
Maonamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Qrae,  George 
M*K6mia,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Kendall 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
MitoheU,  Edw. (Fermanagh,  N.) 
Moraan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmathen) 
Morfey,  Charies  (Breconshire) 
Morley»Rt*Hon.  John  (Montrose 
Moss,  Samuel 
Monlton,  John  Fletcher 
Norman,  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Ocil  WilHam 
CShee,  James  John 
Parrott,  William 
Partington,  Oswald 
Paolton,  James  MelJor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pirie,  Dnncan,  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
RekUSir  R.  Threshie  (Dumfries 


Rickett,  J.  Oompton 
Rigg,  Richard 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Preetwich  (Leigh) 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  6. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spenoer,Rt.Hn.C.R.(  Northants 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E. 
Thomas,Dayid  Alfred  (Merthyr 


Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 
Toulmim,  (George 
Trevelyan,  C^harles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  JohnLawson  (Leeds,S. ) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmannaa) 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  (3eorge  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 
Whiteley,  Gieorge  {York,  W.R. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
YoxiUl,  James  Henry. 


Tellrbs  poe  the  Nobs —Mr. 
Herbert  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
William  M*  Arthur. 


Oidered,  That  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas,  Mr.  Solicitor-Qeneral,  Mr. 
Walter  Long,  and  Mr.  Cochrane  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  Bill. 


LICENSING  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Licensing  Acts,  1828 
to  1902,  in  respect  to  the  extinction  ol 
licences  and  the  grant  of  new  licences," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  i 
time ;   to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  ! 
Monday,  2nd  May,  and  to  be  printed.  ' 
[BiU  159.] 


EVENING  SITTING. 

Adjournment  (under  Standing  Order 
Na  10.) 

BCCIiESlASTICAL   DISORDERS -<  ROYAL 
COBIMISSION. 

♦Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOE  (Liverpool,  K 
Toxteth)  on  rising  to  call  attention  to  the 
composition  of,  and  scope  and  reference  to, 
the  Koy^  Commission  appointed  to  investi- 
gate ecclesiastical  disorders  in  the  Church 
of  England,  said  it  was  impossible  to 
ignore  the  fact  that  the  agitation  in 
<xmnection  with  what  were  known  as 
Bitualistic  practices  in  the  Church  of 
Eneland  was  no  recent  thing.  It  would 
be  five  years  next  month  since  the  House 
witnessed  as  excited  and  hotly-contested 
a  debate  as  had  ever  taken  place,  upon 
these  practices.  In  the  course  of  that 
debate  on  a  Church  Discipline  Bill  eman- 


ating from  Liverpool,  .an  Amendment  was 
moved,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  eventually  carried  by  a  sub- 
stantial majority.  The  terms  of  the 
Amendment,  which  had  a  distinct  bearing 
on  the  terms  in  which  the  appointment 
of  the  Royal  Commission  had  been 
indicated,  were  these — 

''That  this  House,  while  not  prepared  to 
accept  a  measure  which  creates  fresh  offences 
and  ignores  the  authority  of  the  Bishops  in 
maintaining  discipline  in  the  Church,  is  of 
opinion  that  if  the  efforts  now  being  made  by 
the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  to  secure  due  dis- 
cipline are  not  speedily  effectual,  further  legis- 
lation will  be  required  to  obtain  the  observance 
of  the  existing  laws  of  the  Church  and  realm." 

It  could  not  be  said  that  the  Government 
had  been  unduly  hasty  in  this  matter. 
During  the  interval  of  five  years  between 
1899  and  now,  much  had  happened  to  dis- 
tract the  nation's  attention  from  domestic 
affairs  and  from  the  affairs  of  the 
National  Church.  But  he  did  not 
think  he  was  exaggerating  the  situation 
when  he  said  that  during  the  whole  of 
that  time  these  practices  had  continued, 
the  movement  which  was  their  origin  and 
source  was  strong  and  flourishing,  and 
the  condition  of  the  Church  to-day  in  this 
respect  was  more  serious  than  it  was 
when  the  Amendment  was  passed  by  the 
House.  Yet  the  (xovernment  did  not 
now  come  forward  to  propose  legislation, 
but  to  proceed  by  way  of  inquiry.  From 
the  terms  of  reference  it  appeared  as  if 
the  Government  had  still  very  grave 
doubts  upon  the  prevalence  of  those 
practices.  Whatever  doubts  the  Govern- 
ment might  have,  those  doubts  were  not 
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shared  by  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
was  not  overstating  the  case  when  he 
said  that  the  House  of  Commons  was  of 
opinion  that  the  time  had  arrived,  not  for 
an  inquiry  by  Royal  Commission,  but 
for  practical  legislation  to  deal  with  an 
intolerable  state  of  things. 

*Mr.  speaker  said  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  be  at  liberty  to 
discuss  the  desirability  of  legislation  or 
any  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  legislate.  He  must  confine 
himself,  on  the  assumption  that  a  Royal 
Commission  be  appointed,  to  its  com- 
position, and  to  the  scope  of  the  reference 
to  the  Commission. 

*Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  said  all  he  de- 
sired to  make  clear  was  that  the  section  of 
opinion  he  represented  took  no  responsi- 
bility for  the  Commission,  and  had  ideas 
in  a  different  direction  as  to  the  best  means 
of  dealing  with  the  situation.    The  terms 
of    reference    to  the    Commission    were 
worthy  of  a  Uttle  definite  scrutiny.    It 
was  perfectly   evident,    it    appeared   to 
him,  that  under  those  terms  the  Com- 
mission was  not  to  inquire  at  all  into  the 
matter  of  irregularities  of  doctrine.     The 
Commission  was  limited   apparently  to 
what    they    might    call     the    !  exterior 
observances  of  the  Church   rather  than 
to    its    esoteric    doctrines,   and  to  the 
ornaments  and  fittings  of  the  churches. 
It    was    rather    remarkable    that    the 
Commission    should    be     appointed    in 
these  terms,  because  the  right  hon.  Gren- 
tleman  the  Prime  Minister,  in  discussing 
this  matter  on  10th  May,  1899,  fell  rather 
severely  upon  the  Bill  which  was  before 
the  House  upon  the  ground  that  it  did 
not  deal   with  doctrine.     He  was  very 
severe  upon  those  extreme  men,  whom  he 
described  as  persons  of  ardent  zeal,  but 
very  often  of  defective  historical  know- 
ledge.    The   attribute   of  being  an   ex- 
treme man  was  one  which   was  rather 
difficult  of   definition.      He  had    some- 
times attempted  to  describe  an  extreme 
man  as  "a  man  who  on  some  particular 
matter  holds  exactly  the  same  opinions 
as  you  do,  but  who  insists  on  expressing 
his   opinions   at    the  most  inconvenient 
moment,  and,  therefore,  makes  you  look 
not  quite  so  much  in  evidence   as  you 
ought  to  be."     The  very  thing  which  the 
Prune  Minister  complained  of  inj  1899, 
Mr,  Austin  Taylor, 


namely,  that  the  Bill  of  that  year  did 
not  deal  with  the  question  of  doctrine, 
was  exactly  the  thing  which  appeared  in 
the  terms  of  reference  to  the  Commission 
which  had  been  appointed  under  his 
advice.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  thought  his  right 
hon.  friend  might  very  well  tell  them 
why  it  was  that,  in  the  terms  of  reference 
to  this  Commission,  the  question  of  those 
serious  variations  of  teaching  in  doctrine, 
which,  after  all,  were  the  root  of  the 
evil  of  which  they  complained,  were  to  be 
outside  the  purview  of  this  Commission, 
which  was  limited  by  the  terms  of  the 
reference  to  dealing  only  with  the  ex- 
terior symbols  which  were  intended  to 
convey  those  lessons. 

In   connection    with   the   wording    of 
the  terms   of    reference,  which    related 
to  the  "alleged  prevalence  of  breaches 
or    neglect   of    the    law,"    it    was    not 
merely      the     existing     prevalence     of 
those  breaches  of  which  they  complained. 
He  thought  it  bad  been  urged  in  that 
House  before,  and  it  might  be   urged 
again  with  advantage,  that  it  was  not  a 
case  of  100,  200,  or  300  extreme  samples 
with  which  they  had  to  deal,  but  a  well- 
organised  and  determined  movement,  a 
growing     movement,     one    which    had 
captured  a  very  large  portion,  if  not  the 
major  portion,  of  the  Church  of  England. 
It  was  that  movement  with  which  they  had 
to  deal,  and  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
a  very  great  advantage  if,  in  the  terms 
of  reference,  the  Prime  Minister  were  to 
incorporate    words    which    would    take 
cognisance  of  the  growing  character  of 
that  particular  evil.    He  would  suggest 
that  in  place  of  saying  "  aUeged  prevalence 
of  breaches  or  neglect  of  the  law,"  he 
should  insert  "the  alleged  growth  and 
prevalence  of  these  breaches,"  because  he 
thought  the  attention  of  this  Commission 
should  be  directed  to  the  fact  that  what 
they  had  to  exanuie  was  noo  ihe  eccen- 
tricities of  a  few  misguided  men,  but  the 
whole  movement  of  which  a  particular 
church    here   and   there    of    the    most 
advanced  type  was,  after  aU,  the  van- 
guard,  and  which  was    moving  as    an 
organised  body  of  opinion,  forming  the 
most  serious  menace  to  the  continued 
welfare  of  our  national  Church,     He  was 
not  at  all  sure,    though   he   might  be 
informed  on  that  point,  that  the  terms  of 
reference  would  cover  such  matters  as 
the  manuals  which  were  used  for  teaching 
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the  children  of  this  country  Roman 
practices  in  connection  with  the  worship 
in  our  national  churches.  That  question 
of  the  growing  generation  was  one  of  the 
most  alarming  of  the  whole  features  of 
this  movement.  There  was  not  the  least 
doubt  that  it  was  a  conviction  that  the 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church  had  in 
many  cases  used  their  high  office  to 
proselytise  the  children  from  the  faith  of 
their  fathers  to  the  faith  which  was 
rejected  at  the  Reformation,  that  had  led 
to  that  agitation  in  connection  with  the 
Education  Act,  of  which  they  had  not 
yet  seen  the  full  result.  He  hoped  the 
Prime  Minister  would  inform  the  House 
whether  the  Commission  under  the  terms 
of  reference  would  be  able  to  examine 
the  whole  of  these  practices  in  connection 
with  the  growing  generation  which,  in 
the  form  of  children's  masses  and 
other  forms  of  instruction,  had 
proved  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
symptoms  of  the  movement  to 
which  they  objected. 

The  Commission,  as  he  understood  it, 
would  have  no  compulsory  powers,  could 
take  no  evidence  on  oath,  and  therefore 
could  not  in  any  way  protect  the  wit- 
nesses who  would  appear  belore  it.  That 
would  not  have  been  the  case  had  a 
Select  Committee  of  that  House  been 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  matter.  He 
thought  there  was  a  general  impression 
that  on  this  particular  subject  the 
country  was  full  of  people  who  were 
willing  to  play  the  part  of  spies,  and 
come  forward  and  give  evidence  against 
the  clergy  of  the  National  Church.  His 
own  conviction  was  the  e^act  opposite 
of  that.  He  believed  that  both  the 
AngUcan  layman  and  the  Nonconformist 
who  attended  the  parish  churches  of 
this  country  were,  as  a  rule,  so  unwilling 
to  take  anything  Uke  hostile  action  to 
the  clergy  of  the  Church,  that  when  these 
practices  were  introduced  they  preferred 
rather  silently,  and  reluctantly,  to  aban- 
don the  church  to  which  they  were  ac- 
customed than  to  subject  themselves  to 
the  unpleasantness  and  criticism  which 
were  involved  in  anything  Kke  hostility 
to  the  clergy.  He  was  not  at  all  clear 
that  the  Commission  was  in  a  strong 
position  in  the  sense  that  it  was  able 
only  to  rely  on  voluntary  evidence,  was 
not  able  to  compel  anyone  to  appear  be- 
fore it,  was  not  able  to  take  evidence  on 


oath,  and  was  not  able  to  protect  those 
who  came  before  it  to  give  evidence 
(which  must  be  in  many  cases  of  a  dis- 
tasteful character)  against  that  hostile 
criticism,  and  possibly  persecution,  to 
which  they  might  be  e3cposed. 

He  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon 
the  composition  of  this  Commission.  He 
must  at  once  express  his  great  disappoint- 
ment that  they  had  not  upon  the  Com- 
mission a  stronger  judicial  element  than 
was  represented  in  the  Ust  of  names  be- 
fore them.  He  did  not  know  how  the 
Government  regarded  the  matter, 
but  from  his  own  point  of  view — and 
he  thought  he  represented  a  great  many 
outside  who  simply  desired  an  impartial 
finding  upon  the  real  facts  of  the  case — 
he  would  have  wished  to  have  seen  on 
this  Commission  not  so  much  of  an 
ecclesiastical  element  or  of  any  element 
which,  if  not  strictly  ecclesiastical,  repre- 
sented something  to  his  mind  even 
perhaps  more  dangerous — that  was  the 
clerically-minded  layman.  He  thought 
that  in  a  Commission  to  inquire  whether 
or  not  there  were  breaches  or  neglect  of 
the  law  relating  to  the  conduct  of  divine 
service  in  the  Church  of  England,  and 
the  ornaments  and  fittings  of  churches^ 
what  was  wanted  was  a  plain,  common 
sense,  judicial  finding,  based  upon  the 
known  law  of  this  country,  and  he  was 
sure  the  very  last  thing  that  would  make 
for  the  advantage  either  of  Church  or 
State  would  be  an  opening  up  of  inquiriea 
into  canon  law  or  pre-Reformation  usage, 
or  general  and  vague  inquiries  into  what 
was  described  as  the  Catholic  faith. 
They  were  dealing  with  an  Established 
Church,  a  Church  having  a  Prayer-book 
and  Articles  which  the  Bishop  of 
Rochester  admitted  were  treaty  terms 
between  the  Church  and  State,  and 
what  the  nation  really  required,  he 
thought,  was  that  this  Commission 
should  ascertain  whether  those  treaty 
terms  were  being  loyally  and  faithfully 
carried  out  by  the  clergy  who  had  sworn 
to  do  so.  For  this  purpose  a  stronger  judi- 
cial element  upon  the  Commission  would 
have  been  one  of  the  most  honourable 
means  of  arriving  at  an  impartial  decision. 
There  was  only  one  Judge  upon  the  Com- 
mission, and  against  that  Judge  he  had 
nothing  to  say,  but  he  wished  his  presence 
could  have  been  supplemented  by  that  of 
others  of  his  colleagues  upon  the  bench. 
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As  regarded  the  Episcopal  element  upon 
the  Commission,  he  noticed  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Primate  there  was  only  one 
other  Bishop,  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  who 
was,  he  understood,  a  prelate  of  distinctly 
High  Church  views,  fully  in  sympathy 
i^ith  the  movement  which  made  for  the 
<)atholicising  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  welcome  that 
prelate's  presence  upon  the  Commission 
as  calculated  to  give  confidence  in  its 
findings.  If  it  were  necessary  to  put  the 
Bishop  of  Oxford  upon  the  Commission  he 
<M>ald  not  understand  why  he  was  the  only 
prelate,  apart  from  the  Primate,  who  was 
placed  upon  it.  A  great  deal  of  the 
strong  Protestant  feeling  of  the  country 
was  a  feeling  that,  although  occasionally 
the  subject  of  sarcasm  in  the  House 
4ind  outside  it,  would,  he  hoped,  never  be 
dormant  or  extinct.  It  was  chiefly 
•centred  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
country,  and  he  would  have  thought 
that  some  Bishop  from  Lancashire  or 
Yorkshire  might  have  found  a  place  upon 
the  Commission  if  it  were  thought 
necessary  that  the  Bishops  should  be 
represented  at  all.  With  regard  to  the 
right  hon*  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol,  who,  they  were  all  glad  to 
hear,  was  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mission, he  had  no  exception  to  take, 
although  he  would  be  extremely  chary  of 
saying  anything  in  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's favour,  because  he  was  well  aware 
that  there  were  some  forms  of  blessing 
which  were  no  better  than  curses.  That 
text  of  Scripture  which  speaks  of  the  man 
^ho  rises  early  to  bless  his  friends  being 
no  better  than  a  curse  to  them,  might  per- 
haps have  some  application  if  he  were  to 
pass  anything  like  an  encomium  upon  his 
right  hon.  friend.  As  to  the  other  names, 
the  majority  appeared  to  be  those  of 
persons  far  too  much  associated,  far  too 
much  saturated  with  ecclesiasticism — 
far  too  much  of  the  clerically-minded  type 
to  produce  that  clear  and  impartial  finding 
which  one  might  hope  for  from  a  Com- 
mission of  this  kind. 

In  justification  of  the  action  which 
he  had  taken  in  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment in  order  to  call  public  attention 
to  this  matter,  he  would  say  that  he 
considered  the  connection  between 
Church  and  State  in  this  country  so  im- 
portant that    anything,    whether   they 

Mr.  Ausiin  Taylor. 


agreed  with  it  or  not,  which  might  in  the 
remotest  way  ultimately  afiect  either 
the  Church  or  State  or  the  con- 
necticm  between  them,  was  a  thing 
which  fully  justified  any  Member  of  the 
House  in  initiating  the  discussion  whidi 
he  had  ventured  to  start 

Mr.  CHARLES  M' ARTHUR   (Liver- 
pool, Exchange)  said  that  in  seconding 
the  Motion,  while  the  terms  of  the  re 
ference  and   the  fersonr^  of  the  Com- 
mission appeared  to  him  unsatisfactory, 
he  wished  to  recognise  the  difficulties  with 
which  the  Government  had  had  to  deal, 
and  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  take 
steps  in  advance.    When  first  he  heard 
of  the  Royal  Commission  he  had  very 
little     hope    of    a   satisfactory    result, 
and    having    learned    the    personnel  of 
the  Commission,  and  the  terms  of  the 
reference,  that  hope  was  stiU  further  re- 
moved.   In  his  j  udgment  the  Commission 
was  not  fairly    constituted.    It    would 
have  been  possible  to  have  constituted 
it  fairly,  either  by  making  it  a  neutral 
body  without  any  party  representation 
upon  it,  or  by  making  it  fairly  represen- 
tative of  all  the  parties  in  the  Church. 
This  Commission  answered  neither  des- 
cription.   In    particular  he  complained 
that  there  was  no  representative  of  the 
Church  Protestant  party  upon  it,  and 
he   was    informed  that    there    was    no 
representative    of    the     Broad    Church 
party     upon     it.      Hi^     Churchmen, 
neutral  men,  and  moderate  Churchmen 
were  upon  it,  but  he  could  find  no  mem- 
ber on  it  who  could  be  said  to  be  a  fair 
exponent  ol  the    views  of  the  Church 
Protestant  paHy.     That  party  had  from 
the  first  taken  a  very  grave  view  of  the 
Ritualistic  movement.    They,  and  they 
alone,    had  forced   this    question  upon 
public  notice,  and  through  their  action 
the  (Jovemment  had  been  led  to  move  in 
the  matter.    Therefore,  it  seemed  imfair 
that  that   party  should  be    studiously 
avoided  in  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mission.    He  thought  that  the   Church 
Protestant  party,  which  he  represented, 
ought  to  have  adequate  representation 
on  the  Commission.    It  was  useless  to 
label  the    members    of    that  party  as 
extreme  men,  and  to  say  that  they  were 
zealots.     Whether  they  were   right  or 
wrong  the  Protestant  party  in  the  country 
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liad  to  be  reckoned  witli,  and  no  settle- 
ment could  be  made  without  their 
sanction.  Another  objection  [which  he 
iiook  was  to  the  presence  of  two  members 
-of  the  Episcopal  Bench  upon  the  Com- 
jnisaion.  He  objected  on  the  ground  that 
"the  Bishops  themselves  were  accused 
parties.  He  thought  the  terrible  con- 
•dition  of  things  prevailing  in  the  Church 
was  due  to  the  apathy  of  the  Bishops 
.and  their  sympathy  and  concurrence 
with  a  great  deal  of  what  had  been  going 
on.  By  the  wholesale  exercise  of  the 
veto  they  had  shut  the  doors  of  the  Courts 
and  taken  the  responsibility  for  the 
settlement  of  the  question  in  their  own 
lianda.  And  how  had  they  discharged 
it  ?  To  a  great  extent  they  had  aided 
and  abetted  the 
had   used   their 
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country  that  to  a  large  extent  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Royal  Commission  was 
a  pohtical  expedient  intended  to  tide 
over  the  next  general  election.  This  was 
a  matter  above  Party,  and  he  would 
rather  not  have  a  settlement  which  was 
illusory. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
(Mr.  Atutin  Taylor,) 


Mr.  BRYNMOR  J0NE3  (Swansea, 
District)  said  he  desired  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  the  Prime 
Minister  for  taking  action  in  this  matter 
in  response  to  the  Question  he  had  the 
honour  to  present  at  an  early  period  of 
lawless  clergy.  Th^y ,  the  session.  He  regretted  to  have  to 
patronage    to    a  very  j  say  that  he  shared  the  feeling  of  disap- 


large  extent  for  the  promotion  of  men  I  pointment  expressed  by  the  mover  and 
whom  they  must  have  known  were  !  seconder  of  the  Motion  in  regard  both  to 
breaking  the  law  of  the  Church.     For    the  composition  of ,  and  the  terms  of  refer- 


these  reasons  the  Bishops  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  Church  Protestant 
party.  No  man  should  be  judge  in 
liis  own  cause,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
the  Bishops  would  be  on  their  trial  if 
this  Commission  were  properly  consti- 
tuted. 

The  terms  of  the  reference  constituted 
•a  very  weak  statement  of  the  case.  The 
Honse  and  the  country  had  long  ago  been 
convinced  that  the  law  of  the  Church 
bad  been  systematically  broken.  It  was 
a  notorious  fact  that  in  hundreds  of 
-chnrehes  the  law  of  the  land  and  of  the 
dhuich  was  broken.  There  was  no  need 
ior  an  inquiry  into  the  "  alleged  preval- 
of  breaches  or    neglect."     They 


ence  to,  that  Commission.  He  objected 
to  the  whole  theory  on  which  this  Com- 
mission was  to  be  composed.  First  of 
aU,  he  objected  to  any  Bishops  at  all 
being  placed  on  it.  He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  that  the  Bishops  were  persons 
who  were  accused  in  this  matter,  and  if 
any  tribunal  to  inquire  into  these  dis- 
orders in  the  Church  was  to  be  appointed 
at  all,  it  seemed  to  him  contrary  to  the 
elements  of  justice  to  make  these  men 
judges  in  their  own  case.  He  desired  to 
speak  with  respect  regarding  the  right 
reverend  Prelate  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  he  made  no  personal 
cnce  Of  breaches  or  neglect."  They  ,  fJ^^.^  ?^  ^^"^  ^^^*^!:«^-  But  it  followed 
wanted  the  legislation  that  was  promised  ,**'**  li**'^^  were  deahng  with  the  Church 
KO     Hefailed  to  see  how  the   ^."J^^  ^'^.^^^  ^^^*  of  Episcopaoy,  the 


four  years  ago. 

Commission  would  arrive  at  the  facts  of 
the  matter  beyond  calling  those  who 
might  be  willing  to  come  and  who  would 
give  their  own  version  of  the  position. 
Both  as  regarded  composition  and  terms 
of  reference,  the  Royal  Conmiission  was 
wholly  unsatis&kctory,  and  that  being 
the  case  what  would  be  the  real  benefit 
of  it  1  The  last  Royal  Commission  sat 
for  three  years,  and  it  was  seven  years 
before  anjrthing  was  done.  What  guar- 
antee had  they  as  to  any  limit  of  time  ? 
All  they  knew  was  that  the  question 
would  be  hung  up  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  Protestant  party  in  the 
VOL.  CXXXIIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


who  were  the  heads  and 
governors  of  the  Church,  ought  not  to  be 
the  judges  in  a  case  against  themselves 
or  their  clergy.  U  they  were  to  have 
Bishops  on  the  Commission  at  all,  it  was 
hardly  fair  to  the  Episcopal  Bench  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  made  the  choice 
he  had  done.  There  were  two  provinces 
in  England,  Canterbury  and  York;  and 
if  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  was  to 
be  on  the  Commission,  why  not  also  the 
Archbishop  of  York?  Then  there  was 
the  Principality  of  Wales.  Why  had  not 
the  Prime  Minister  put  one  of  the  Webh 
Bishops  on  the  Commission?  Further, 
he  objected  to  Members  of  the  House  of 
2D 
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Commons  being  on  this  Commission  mider 
the  special  circumstances.  What  he  had 
asked  for,  with  the  general  consent  of  that 
side  of  the  House,  and  with  the  consent 
of  a  great  many  hon.  Members  on  the 
other  side  who  shared  his  views,  was  a 
Select  Committee.  The  Prime  Minister 
said  he  thought  the  proceedure  by  Royal 
Commission  was  better,  but  if  he  did 
proceed  by  Royal  Comjnission,  it  was 
not  right,  in  his  opinion,  to  appoint  any 
Members  of  this  House  on  it.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  say  that  this  was  not  a 
Party  question ;  but  there  was  no  question 
that  did  not  tend  to  become  a  Party 
question,  and  no  Prime  Minister,  could 
possibly  nominate  gentlemen  to  a  Commis- 
sion without  giving  rise  to  a  certain 
amount  of  feeling.  He  recognised  that  the 
four  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  nominated  to  the  Comnussion 
were  most  admirable  men  for  the  purpose 
if  they  had  not  been  Members  of  this 
House.  But  there  were  four  as  against 
only  one  on  his  side  of  the  House.  He 
did  not  think  that  that  was  right.  If 
the  Prime  Minister  had  consented  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee,  then 
they  would  have  been  selected  according 
to  the  usual  practice.  He  noticed  that 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed 
from  this  House  on  the  Ro^al  Commission 
were  especially  interested  in  ecclesiastical 
matters ;  but,  so  far  from  that  being  in 
favour  of  their  appointment,  it  was 
against  it.  What  was  wanted  was  a 
Commission  of  impartial  men.  He 
admitted  that  it  was  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  get  together  a  body  of  impartial 
men  for  a  purpose  of  this  kind ;  but  he 
thought  such  a  Commission  might  be 
described  as — "  A  body  of  men,  scholarly, 
well  versed  in  ecclesiastical  history  and 
law,  but  not  committed  either  by  Holy 
Orders,  or  by  political  action,  to  any  con- 
troversy now  raging  within  the  Church." 
What  was  wanted  was  a  kind  of  superior 
special  jury — a  body  of  men  well  versed 
in  history  and  ecclesiastical  law,  but  not 
committed  to  either  political  Party  in  the 
State  by  overt  action,  or  to  participation 
in  thecontroversies  existing  in  the  Church. 

Passing  to  his  second  point,  he  objected 
to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  Noncon- 
formist Members  on  the  Commission. 
Without  labouring  the  point  he  would 
like  to  remind  the  Prime  Minister,  as  he 

Mr.  Brynmor  Joneu 


had  had  to  remind  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee upstairs,  that  the  prevailing  theory 
that  because  a  citizen  of  this  country 
took  advantage  of  the  Toleration  Act  he 
ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  was  not  well  founded.  By 
Common  Law  the  subjects  of  the  King 
were  divided  into  the  clergy  and  the  laity ; 
there  was  the  Btalus  of  the  clergy  and  tiie 
status  of  the  laity.  So  long  as  the  Church 
claimed  to  be  the  National  Church  of 
England  it  could  not  deny  the  right  of 
any  Nonconformist  to  take  part  in  the 
deliberations  concerning  the  government 
of  its  affairs.  He  had  nothing  to  8a> 
against  any  individual  on  the  Commission^ 
but  he  was  thoroughly  disappointed  with 
its  general  aspect.  He  could  see  by  the 
wav  it  was  formed,  that  it  was  formed  by 
a  kind  of  balancing  of  interests  and 
views  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it. 
The  questions  to  be  considered  were  partly 
questions  of  law  and  partly  of  facts,  and 
^e  matter  required  to  be  dealt  with  by  a 
kind  of  superior  or  very  special  jury. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  terms  of  refer ence> 
he  did  not  think  the  Prime  Minister  had 
quite  carried  out  the  undertaking  that  he 
gave  to  inquire  into  alleged  breaches  of 
law  relating  to  the  conduct  of  divine 
service.  In  a  service  held  last  January 
at  St.  Jude's,  Birmingham— the  clergy- 
man of  which  was  appointed  by  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  in  January,  1896,  on  tiie 
express  understanding  that  he  was  not  a 
RituaUst — the  children  went  into  pews  or 
seatp.  It  was  stated  that  this  service  was 
a  children's  Eucharist  at  which  q>ecial 
books,  not  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
were  used,  and  those  special  books  con- 
tained the  admonition,  '*Be  very  still. 
I  Jesus  is  coming."  Then  at  the  oritioal 
point  of  the  service  the  Priest  elevated 
the  host,  the  direction  was  given,  *'Be 
still,  Jesus  is  here."  There  were  only 
three  or  four  communicants  at  that  ser- 
vice, and  one  or  two  acolytes  were  pressed 
into  the  service  to  make  it  legal.  Would 
it  be  permissible  to  bring  evidence  of  thia 
kind  befcre  the  Commission  ! 

The  prime  MHTISTBR  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J* 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  Oh  yes,  that 
is  the  intention. 

Mr.  brynmor  JONES  said  that  re- 
moved  much^of^his  objection  ^  to    the 
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phraseology  of  the  reference.  He  quite 
understood  that  an  inquiry  as  to  what  were 
the  true  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  England 
would  be  too  broad  and  too  vague  fwr 
any  {Hractical  body  of  men  to  deal  with, 
but  there  were  many  books  circulated  by 
Churchmen,  which  received  a  kind  ot  cleri- 
cal sanction,  to  which  exception  was 
taken.  Would  it  be  permissible  to  put 
in  those  books  before  the  Commission? 
He  could  not  quite  think  that  either  the 
composition  of  the  Commission,  or  the 
terms  of  reference,  were  satbfactory  or 
that  it  would  lead  to  any  real  solution 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  the  country 
found  itself  placed. 
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♦Ma.  DAVID  MACIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  said  he  desired  to  associate  him- 
self with  the  remarks  of  the  preceding 
speakers,  but  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  East  Toxteth  Divi- 
sion of  Liverpool  would  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  ffo  to  a  division,  because,  although 
he  should  feel  it  his^duty  to  support  him, 
he  believed  the  division  would  be  most 
misleading,  inasmuch  as  they  would  be 
largely  supported  by  those  who  did  not 
wish  well  to  the  Church  of  England  and 
who  did  not  wish  well  to  Hb  Majesty's 
Government.  He  could  not  help  feelmg 
that  in  deciding  upon  the  'pers&nnd  of 
this  Coomussion  the  (Government  had 
overlooked  somewhat  the  great  Protestant 
feeling  in  the  North  of  England.  The 
feeling  in  every  constituency  in  Liver- 
pool, except  the  Scotland  Division, 
which  was  largely  an  Irish  one,  would 
be  with  the  most  ^temperate  remarks 
which  fell  from  his  hon.  friend  who 
moved  the  adjournment.  The  majority 
of  people  in  the  Liverpool  constituencies 
did  not  think  this  Commission  was 
necessary  at  all,  and  many  people  be- 
lieved that  it  was  only  intended  as 
a  means  of  shelving  that  legislation 
which  in  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
and  other  great  towns  in  the  North 
was  so  greatly  desired.  He  hoped 
the  Prime  Minister  when  he  spoke  would 
be  able  to  dispel  that  view,  because  it 
would  be  generally  believed,  unless  he 
was  able  to  explain  it  that  night,  that  the 
intention  of  the  Commission  was  to  block 
the  way  to  legislation.  It  would  be  in- 
vidious to  speak  in  disparaging  terms  of 
any  member  of  the  Commission.  His 
only  complaint  was  that  the  Party  which 


was  in  the  vast  majority  in  every  con- 
stituency in  Liverpool  was  not  repre- 
sented upon  the  Commission.  Sir  John 
Kennaway  and  Si:  Samuel  Hoare  were 
the  only  Members  who  could  in  any 
sense  be  said  to  represent  the  Protestant 
party,  and  the  former  was  kiiown  in 
Liverpool  simply  as  one  of  those  who 
spoke  and  voted  against  the  Church  Dis- 
cipline Bill.  Liverpool  people  would  not 
therefore  regard  him  as  an  exponent 
of  their  views.  Was  it  too  late  for  the 
Prime  Minister  to  modify  the  composition 
of  the  Commission  ?  Would  it  be  possible 
for  him  to  add  to  it  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  East  Toxteth  Division  of 
Liverpool,  who,  he  thought,  might  be 
willing  to  serve  ?  He  had  no  authority 
to  make  the  suggestion ;  but  he  thought 
that  some  such  appointment  was  re- 
quired to  make  the  Commission  in 
any  way  acceptable  to  the  constituencies 
of  Liverpool.  The  Commission  would 
have  met  with  approval  if  it  had  been  a 
strong  judicial  Commission  with  the 
clerical  element  not  so  largely  represented 
as  at  present.  He  hoped  the  Prime 
Minister  would  see  his  way  to  place  on 
the  Cdtnmission  some  &ir  representation 
of  the  Protestant  feeling  of  the  North, 
which  was  very  real,  very  honest,  and 
very  true,  and  was  not  by  any  means 
confined  to  Liverpool  or  to  any  particular 
district. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  RUTHERFORD 
(Liverpool,  West  Derby)  said  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly dissatisfied  with  the  speech  of 
the  mover  of  the  Resolution.  It  re- 
solved itself  practically  into  an  attack 
upon  the  Prime  Minister,  and  when  some 
of  them  were  aware  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  East  Toxteth  Division  of  Liver- 
pool had  lost  the  confidence  of  his  own 
Party  in  that  Division,  they  realised  that 
in  moving  that  Resolution  that  night  he 
was  simply  seeking  to  get  the  support  of 
a  certain  section  in  that  Division  with  a 
view  to  carrying  it,  as  he  had  himself 
explained  "  against  all  comers."  When 
it  was  announced  that  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion was  about  to  be  appointed  the  hon» 
Member  for  the  East  Toxteth  Division 
convened  a  meeting  upstairs  of  certain 
Members  of  that  House,  and  he  (Mr. 
Rutherford)  was  present  at  that  meeting. 
A  Resolution  was  proposed  and  seconded^ 
to  be  sent  to  headquarters,  with  a  view 
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to  trying  to  get  certain  people  appointed 
upon  that  Commission.  He  at  once 
pointed  out  that  he  would  not  be  a 
party  to  any  Resolution  which  did  not 
<^ondemn  the  Commission  itself  in  toto. 
The  result  was  that  the  Resolution  that 
was  [going  to  be  proposed  was  very  re- 
luctantly withdrawn,  and  the  Chairman 
was  to  see  the  Prime  Minister  privately 
with  a  view  to  eliciting  certain  informa- 
tion* He  considered  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  [the  East  Toxteth  Division, 
in  asking  leave  to  move  this  Resolution 
without  consulting  those  who  were 
associated  with  him  in  this  movement, 
and  who  were  as  strong  supporters  of 
the  Protestant  cause  as  he  could  claim  to 
be,  was  simply  playing  for  his  own  hand, 
for  his  own  purposes.  He  was  entirely 
at  a  loss  to  know  why  this  Motion  had 
been  moved  at  all,  except  to  give  the 
bon.  Member  the  opportunity  of  making 
un  electioneering  speech.  For  that  reason 
he  strongly  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  my  hon. 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  observed  a 
:a  few  moments  ago,  this  Motion,  although 
not  an  attack  upon  me,  is  undoubtedly  a 
criticism  of  the  action  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  taken,  and  for  which  I,  in 
particular,  am  responsible.  The  House, 
I  suppose,  will  therefore  require  me  to 
deal  with  some  of  the  criticisms  which 
have  been  offered  by  my  hon.  friend  who 
moved  this  Motion,  my  hon.  friend  who 
seconded  it,  and  the  other  Grentlemen  who 
have  spoken.  The  criticism  resolves 
itself  naturally  into  two  parts.  One  part 
deals  with  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  the  other  part  deals  with 
the  reference  to  it.  As  regards  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Commission,  the  main 
criticism  which  I  have  heard  is  that  there 
jxte  two  members  of  the  Episcopal  Bench 
appointed  to  serve  on  the  Commission. 
1  think  that  those  who  support  this 
criticism  can  hardly  have  remembered 
that  the  Commission  is  to  deal  with  a 
question  closely  affecting  the  Church  of 
England.  To  have  a  question  closely 
affecting  the  Church  of  England,  and  to 
exclude  from  it  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury and  any  other  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Bench,  appears  to  me  to  be 
absolutely  absurd.  I  certainly  could 
never  have  been  responsible  for  the 
;appointment  of   any  Commission  which 
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had  to  deal  with  any  subject  connected 
with  the  Church  from  which  the  eocleaas- 
tical  heads  of  that  Church  were  to  be 
formally  and  in  terms  excluded.  If  that 
proposition  be  rejected,  as  I«m  convinced 
it  will  be  rejected  by  every  Member  of 
the  House,  whether  he  be  a  member  of 
the  Church  oi  England  or  whether  he  be 
a  Nonconformist,  as  almost  an  insult  to 
the  Episcopal  Bench,  I  would  ask 
whether  it  can  be  alleged  for  an  instant 
that  this  Commission  has  been  overloaded 
by  ecclesiastics.  There  are  two  Bishops 
out  of  a  total  of  thirteen  members.  I  do 
not  think  anybody  will  contend  that  that 
proportion  is  excessive.  When  I  come  to 
the  two  members  of  the  Episcopal  Bench 
who  are  appointed,  does  any  one  suggest 
either  that  we  should  have  excluded  tha 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  or  that  the 
Archbbhop  of  Canterbury  is  likely 
to  be  otherwise  than  the  sincere^ 
friend  which  reasonable  and  orderly 
Churchmanship  could  possibly  have? 
There  has  been  an  tfttack  made,  indeed, 
upon  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  on  the  ground 
that  he  is  a  High  Churchman,  and  I 
believe  he  is  a  High  Churchman.  Bat 
nobody  has  ever  suggested,  and  nobody 
in  the  least  acquainted  with  the  'action 
which  he  has  taken  in  his  diocese  will 
for  one  instant  suggest,  that  he  is  a 
sympathiser  with  what  are  described  as 
disorders  in  the  Church,  or  that  he  has 
not  done  his  best  to  maintain  among  his 
clergy  the  observance  of  the  ecclesiastical 
law  to  which  they  have  promised  obedi- 
ence. There  is  only  one  otlier  criticism 
made  on  the  Episcopal  members  of  the 
Commission.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
Bishops  ought  not  to  be  put  on  the  Com- 
mission because  by  the  exercise  of  their 
veto  they  have  prevented  the  law  from 
being  enforced.  I  do  not  know  ^diat 
evidence  my  hon.  friend  who  seconded 
the  Motion  had  for  that  statement. 

Mr.  CHARLES  MoARTHUR  said  he 
had  the  evidence  of  a  Report  of  that 
House,  which  showed  that  of  tweflty- 
three  complaints  that  had  been  made 
from  1874  to  1898  seventeen  had  beftn 
vetoed  by  the  bbhops 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not 
going  into  those  statistics,  but  I  will  put 
this  plain  question  to  any  hon.  Gentleman 
who  takes  the  view  of  my  hon.  friend. 
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It  is  always  possible  for  any  man  who 
objects  to  the  proceedings  in  any  chnioh 
to  institute  a  prosecation.  By  doing  so, 
he  throws  upon  the  Bishop  the  responsi- 
bility of  exercising  his  veto.  My  hon. 
friend  is  of  opinion,  I  hope  wrongly,  but 
I  have  no  authentic  information  on 
the  point,  that  these  illegal  prac- 
tices are  of  enormous  prevalence 
in  all  dioceses  and  all  districts. 
How  comes  it  then  that,  so  fiir  as  I 
know,  in  the  four  years  which  have 
been  in  controversy  to-ni^ht,  not  a  single 
prosecution  has  been  instituted  on  which 
a  Bishop  has  even  been  asked  whether 
he  would  or  would  not  exercise  his  veto  ? 

Mr.  CHARLES  MoARTHUR  said 
that  during  that  interval  complaints 
were  made,  and  they  were  vetoed  by  the 
late  Bishop  of  London  and  the  present 
Bishop  of  Rochester. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  not  sure 
of  my  dates,  but  I  think  that  was  before 
1899. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR:  No,  since 
1899. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will  change 
my  question  then.  The  only  case  since 
1^9  in  which  any  Bishop  has  been  asked 
to  exercise  his  veto  is  the  case  in  which 
the  complainant  was  a  man  who  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  parishes, 
and  who  wrot«,  I  believe,  from  a  club 
in  London,  to  suggest  that  these  prosecu- 
tions should  be  instituted.  The  late 
Bishop  of  London  was  the  last  man  who 
could  be  described  as  a  sympathiser  with 
that  form  of  ecclesiasticism  to  which  my 
hon.  friend  objects,  and  if  he,  after 
consideration,  thought  these  prosecu- 
tions should  be  vetoed,  I  doubt  not  he 
was  right.  But  in  any  case  there  is  not 
a  single  example  of  a  parishioner  in  any 
church  in  any  part  of  the  country  having 
tried  whether  the  Bishops  were  or  were 
not  determined  to  exercise  the  veto  which 
the  existing  law  gives  them.  I  never 
understood  how  that  could  be,  because 
I  do  not  doubt  that  there  are  a  great 
many  practices  in  various  churches  which 
ought  to  be  stopped,  but  to  say  that  the 
Bishops  should  be  excluded  from  the 
Commission  because  they  have  not  exer- 
cised the  veto  in  any  case  which  has 


come  before  them  in  any  reasonable  or 
practicable  shape,  is  to  pass  a  criticism 
on  the  Episcopal  Bench  and  upon  those 
who  have  been  responsible  for  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Commission  which  might  well 
have  been  avoided. 

The  next  criticism  I  heard  on 
the  constitution  of  the  Commission 
was  that  there  was  no  representa- 
tive of  the  Protestant  party.  I  have 
always  conceived  mjrself  for  now  fifty-six 
years — perhaps  in  my  very  early  Ufe  1  was 
not  able  to  form  an  opinion,  but  ever  since 
I  have  been  able  to  form  an  opinion  on 
ecclesiastical  views — an  ardent  Protestant. 
But  I  now  find  the  word  Protestant 
used  in  a  manner  wholly  unknown,  I 
will  not  say  to  the  centuries  in  which 
Protestantism  began,  I  will  not  say  to 
the  age  of  the  Reformation,  but  to  every 
age  of  ecclesiastical  history  down,  I 
believe,  to  the  last  ten  years;  and  I  do 
think  that  we  humble  but  repudiated 
Protestants  have  some  right  to  complain 
of  this  restricted  use  of  the  term  and  to 
ask  with  all  respect,  and  in  regard  to  the 
historical  use  oi  the  word,  that  we  may 
still,  if  only  in  the  outer  court,  be  regarded 
as  members  of  the  true  Protestant  body. 
I  am  told  there  is  no  Protestant  upon 
this  Commission.  I  will  not  ask  whether 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  or  thd 
Bishop  of  Oxford  is  a  Protestant.  Sir 
Francis  Jeune  is  the  next  name  I  come 
across.  Sir  Francis  Jeune,  I  have  always 
understood  to  be  a  very  eminent 
ecclesiastical  lawyer  of  liow  Church 
tendencies.  If  he  were  told  that  he  wa^f 
not  a  Protestant  I  do  not  know  what 
his  emotions  would  be.  I  will  only  say 
that  they  would  be  less  poignant  than 
the  emotion  felt  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Honiton  if  he  were  told 
that  he  was  not  a  Protestant.  He  would 
feel  that  we  all  have,  as  we  get  older, 
very  much  to  learn.  I  suppose  the 
Member  for  Oxford  is  quite  outside  the 
pale.  But  with  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Norwich,  it  really  is  hard,  after  a 
long  life,  in  which  his  fellow-citizen* 
have  known  his  opinions,  poUtical  and 
religious,  for  so  long,  that  my  hon. 
friend  should  be  publicly  described  in 
this  Hous3  as  unworthy  of  the  name  of 
Protestant.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bolton  regards  himsalf 
as  a  Protestant  or  not.    I  should  imagine 
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lie  did.  Bat  when  I  find  as  a  culminat- 
ing case~I  cannot  go  through  all  the 
names— that  the  head  of  the  Evangelical 
College  in  Cambridge,  the  denominational 
<2ollege  created  for  the  purpose  of  giv  ng 
what  is  called  a  Low  Chuich  training, 
Bidley  Hall,  which  bears  the  name  of 
one  of  our  Protestant  martyrs,  is  un- 
worthy to  be  called  a  Protestant,  then  I 
ask  to  what  limits  true  Protestantism 
has  shrunk,  and  how  many  of  us  are  to 
be  sent  to  the  stake  as  unworthy,  of 
carrying  on  the  great  traditions  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  There  may  be  many 
attacks  possibly  which  may  be  made 
upon  the  coastil^tion  of  this  Commission, 
but  the  attack  that  it  has  no  Protestants 
upon  it  is  really  almost  the  moet 
grotesque  attack  I  have  heard  on  any 
subject  in  this  House. 

Then  another  comment  was  made,  that 
the   legal    profession  was    insuflSciently 
represented.    I  am  always  anxious  that 
the  legal   profession  should    be    amply 
represented,  and  I  made  great  efforts  to 
have  the  judicial  element  strengthened. 
I  cannot,  of  course — it  would  be  improper 
for  me  to  go  into  the  details  of   the 
matter;   but,  in  fact,  no  other  Judge  of 
the  High  Court  could  possibly  be  spared. 
It  is  a  question  of  carrying  on  the  judicial 
business  of  the  country,  and  I  could  not 
get    another    Judge    to    serve  without 
absolutely  dislocating  the  judicial  busi- 
ness and  putting  suitors  to  the  greatest 
inconvenience.     But  I  did  all  I  could. 
I  have  already  mentioned  the  name  of 
Sir  Francis  Jeune,  and  no  one  will  doubt 
the  competence  of    Sir    Lewis  Dibdin, 
Dean  of  the  Court  of  Arches,  who  is  the 
most  competent  ecclesiastical  lawyer  and 
will    not    be  accused  by  anybody  who 
knows  him  of  Any  leaning  towards  irregu- 
lar practices.     One  other  point.      The 
bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Swansea, 
who  by  his  Question  gave  occasion  for 
the  original  appoin^ent  of  this  Com- 
mission, said  that  he  desired  not  a  Com- 
mission but  a  Committee,  and  he  still,  I 
think,  woukL  have  preferred  proceeding 
by  a  Committee  of   this  House. 

3fR.    BRYNMOR    JONES    assented. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  But  what  is  his  I 
commentary  on  the  Commission  which  j 
has  been  substituted  for  a  Committee  ? 
He  says  that  what  he  would  desire  was  a  ! 

Mu  A.  J.  Balfour. 
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Commission  composed  of    scholars  and 
historians  unconnected  with  Party. 

Mb.  BRYNMOR  JONES  said  he  should 
have  preferred  a  Select  Committee,  which, 
if  it  had  been  appointed,  would  no  doubt 
have  been  appointed  in  the  ordinary  way, 
by  negotiation  between  both  sides  of  the 
House.  He  should  not  have  objected  to 
Members  of  Parliament  investigatiDg  in 
that  way.  But  when  once  the  right  hos. 
Gentleman  appointed  a  Commission,  if 
any  Member  of  that  House  were  nomiDe 
ated  the  question  of  Party  would  cam- 
in»  and  he  had  tried  to  define  the  class  of 
men  he  should  prefer. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Tes,  and  I 
have  given  his  definition — scholars  and 
historians  unconnected  with  Party.  But 
I  cannot  understand  the  frame  of  mind 
of  an  hon.  Gentleman  who  insists  that 
we  should  have  appointed  either  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  on  strictly  Partr 
Knes,  by  negotiation  between  the  Party 
Whips,  quite  irrespective  of  ecclesiastical 
considerations,  or  else  a  Commission  which 
should  have  nobody  connected  with  Party 
on  it,  but  which  should  consist  of  schdan 
and  historians. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES:  That  is  an 
alternative. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes.  It  may 
be  an  alternative,  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  alternatives  are  very  wide  apart, 
and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  were  given 
his  choice,  the  difEerence  between  the 
Conmiittee  which  he  would  have  liked 
and  the  Commission  which,  if  he  could 
not  get  the  Committee,  he  would  prefer, 
would  have  been  truly  amazing.  I  do 
not  press  the  matter  further.  I  venture 
to  say  there  are  scholars  and  historians 
on  this  Commission,  and  that,  though  it 
is  quite  true  that  there  are  Members  of 
this  House  who  are  persons  connected 
with  Party  politics,  there  are  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen  of  whom  that 
cannot  be  said.  Certainly  I  do  not  think 
even  my  hon.  friend  the  principal  critic 
of  this  Conmiission,  whatever  else  he  may 
say  about  it,  will  say  that  Party  politics, 
as  distinguished  from  ecclesiastical 
politics,  are  likely  to  pervert  the  course 
of  its  investigations. 

I    think    I    have    done    with    the 
criticisms    on    the    constitution  of  the 
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Oommiflsion  and  have  only  to  deal 
with  the  terms  of  the  reference.  As 
far  as  I  have  followed  the  debate,  the 
oomplaintis  made  about  the  reference  are, 
in  the  first  place,  that  it  is  to  investigate 
a  subject  of  which  all  the  material  facts 
are  already  known.  I  think  it  is  my 
hon.  friend  who  seconded  the  Motion 
who  asked  who  doubts  that  there  are 
these  irregular  proceedings  in  the  Church 
of  Bngland,  and  if  nobody  doubts  it 
why  do  we  have  a  Commission  to  inves- 
tigate it  ?  Nobody,  I  am  afraid,  can 
doubt  that  these  irregularities  exist; 
what  is  doubted  is  not  the  fact 
that  the  irregularities  exist,  but  the 
degree  to  which  they  exist,  and  the 
area  over  which  they  exist,  and  on  that 
there  are  really  the  most  diverse  opinions. 
I  have  endeavoured,  certainly  with  im- 
partiality, but  I  admit  with  inadequate 
machinery,  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion 
on  that  matter^  and  I  have  not  succeeded. 
I  think  the  Commission  will  succeed,  and 
surely  it  would  be  an  invaluable  factor 
in  our  future  discussions  if  we  could  have 
some  authoritative  statement  made,  basad 
upon  evidence,  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
these  unfortunate  and  regrettable 
practices  occur.  Then  it  has  been  said 
by  at  least  tw^o  of  the  speakers  that  this 
Commission  will  nob  be>  able  to  get 
evidence,  that,  like  other  Royal  Com- 
missions, they  cannot  examine  on  oath, 
and  cannot  compel  parsons  to  come 
before  them  or  requiri  reports  to  be 
made.  Well,  au  accusation  which  is 
true  of  all  Royal  C9mtni3sions  cannot  be 
very  damaging  to  this  one.  If  Royal 
Commissions  are  able,  as  nobody  doubt) 
that  they  are  able,  unless  in  very  excep- 
tional circumstances,  really  to  obtain  a 
full  account  of  th3  facts  of  any  subject 
they  are  set  to  investigate,  why  is  this 
particular  Commission  to  be  less  fortun- 
ate than  its  predeceBSors  ?  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  the  smallest  chance  of 
their  failing  to  obtain  evidence.  My 
hon.  friend  appears  to  think  that  the 
incriminated  clergf  will  refuse  to  come 
before  them  supposing  they  are  sum- 
moned. I  should  doubt  that.  But  in 
any  case,  my  hon.  friends  know  of  the 
fa3ts ;  they  have  details  of  all  the 
churches  of  England;  let  them  come 
before  the  Commission  and  give  their 
evidence.  If  they  give  evidence  which 
was  not  in  accordance  with   the   facts, 


depend  upon  it  thoss  who  felt  injured 
by  the  evidence  would  at  once  take 
every  step  towards  correcting  any  fabe 
impression  that  may  have  been  pro- 
duced. 

Then  there  remains  only  one  further 
criticism  which  requires  answer,  per- 
haps the  most  important  of  all.  It  was 
raised  by  my  hon.  friend  who  moved 
the  adjournment,  and  in  substance  it 
amounts  to  this  —  that  whereas  this 
Commission  is  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  irregularities  of  practi  e,  whether 
in  the  shape  of  extreme  ritual  or  other 
irregularities,  he  would  like  in  addition 
that  it  should  examine  into  errors  of 
doctrine  in  the  Church  of  England. 
Well,  I  think  this  House  would  commit 
a  most  deplorable  error  if  it  started  a 
Commission  to  examine  the  niceties  of 
doctrine  preached  in  all  the  pulpits  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  I  do  not 
think  my  hon.  friend  can  have  seriously 
considered  what  floodgates  of  contro 
versy  he  would  be  opening  by  any  pro- 
cedure of  that  kind.  What  my  hon. 
friend  is  anxious  for  is  to  get  at  what 
are  truly  called  Romanising  doctrines 
not  connected  with  the  Church  services. 
I  sympathise  with  him.  But  can  any- 
body frame  a  Resolution  of  that  kind 
without  dealing  with  doctrines  as  a 
whole,  and  are  you  seriously  going  to 
suggBst  thit  there  is  to  be  an  examina- 
tion into  the  errors  of  doctrine  of  which 
any  clergyman  may  have  been  guilty, 
or  thought  to  be  guilty,  in  the  course 
of  his  ministrations  ?  I  am  not  sure 
how  the  Protestants  would  come  out  of 
it.  It  is  a  difficult  and  a  delicate  matter. 
But  I  will  not  guarantee  to  say  that 
there  have  not  been  doctrines  preached 
by  those  who  would  call  themselves  of 
the  extremist  and  strictest  sect  of  the 
Protestant  denomination  which  peAaps 
might  not  stand  a  critical  examination 
into  their  harmony  with  the  formulse  of 
the  Church  of  Bngland.  I  know  there 
is  no  Nonconformist  sect  that  would 
care  to  have  a  judicial  examination 
of  the  exact  relation  of  its  present 
;  doctrines  with  the  formula)  of  its 
i  founder.  At  any  rate  I  do  not  think 
I  such  an  examination  would  be  in  the 
'  interest  of  true  religion,  whether  taught 
I  in  Nonconformist  chapels  or  in  the 
j  Church  of  England.  Those  are  questions 
,  which,  I  believe,  can  be  brought  before 
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the  Courts   of  law   under   the   existing 
machinery   of  the  Church  of    England. 
I  hope  they  will  not  be  brought  forward,  \ 
and,  so  far  as  I   am    concerned,  I   will 
not  do  anything  o  make  it  easy  to  have 
an    endless  series  of  actions  for  heresy 
brought  against  High  Churchmen,  Low ! 
Churchmen,  Protestants,  Broad  Church- 
men— men   of   all   the  various   ecclesi- 
astical divisions  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Episcopal  as  in  the  non-Episcopal  < 
churches  of  this  country.    No  good  ever 
came  of  such  discussions ;  in  my  opinion 
no   good  will  ever  come  of  them,  and,  , 
while  I  am  most  anxious  to  do  what  I 
can  to   secure  that   the   ritual    of   the 
Church  of  England  shall  be  in  harmony 
with  the  great  traditions  of  that  great 


Protestant  Church,  I  will  not  be  a  party^ 
to  doing  anything  to  drag  in  thoae 
doctrinal  controversies  which  would  go 
to  an  extent  not  contemplated,  I  believe, 
by  myhon.  friend,  and  which,  so  far 
from  ministering  to  the  cause  of  true- 
religion,  would  only  increase  diffezence^ 
which  are  already  only  too  prominent 
and  would  further  accentuate  that  most 
lamentable  fact,  to  which  we  cannot 
shut  our  eyes,  that  the  greatest  obstacle 
to  the  progress  of  religion  is  the  divisions 
between  Christians  who  profess  the  sam& 
faith. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  90 ;  Noes,. 
176.    (Division  List  No.  89.) 


Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherl^ -Jones,  L. 

Barlow,  John  kmmott 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beil,  Richard 

Blaok,  Alexander  William 

Brigg,  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Bums,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  Norih) 

Craig,Charles  Curtis  (Antrim,S. 

Oemer,  William  Randal 

Dalsiel,  James  Henry 

Dobbie,  Joseph 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farqiiharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fitsmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

FuUer,  J.  M.  F. 

Grant,  Corrie 

Haroourt,  Lewis  V.  (Rossendale 

Helme,  Norval  Watson 

Heotphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 

Homuuan,  Frederick  John 

Houston,  Robert  Paterson 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Aubrey.Fletoher,Rt.Hon.SirH.  i 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour.Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  (Manch'r 
Balfour,Captain  C.  B.  (Homsey 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour, 


AYES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Kitson,  Sir  James 
I  Langley,  Batty 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Laylaod-Barratt,  Francis 

Lee8e,Sir  Joseph  F.(Aocringtoo 

Lloyd-George,  David 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Lough,  Thomas 

Biaclver,  David  (Liverpool) 

M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 

M*Crae,  George 

M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
•  Middlemore,  John  Throgmorton 

Mitohell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,  N. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
,  Moss,  Samuel 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Pirie,  Duncan  V^. 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Rigg,  Richard 

Roberts,  John  Brrn  (Eifion) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

NOES.   . 

Balfour,RtHn.GeraldW.  (Leeds 
,  Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christoh. 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 

Beckett,  Ernest  William 
!  Bignold,  Arthur 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 

Brassey,  Albert 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Butcher,  John  George 


Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherfwd,  W.  W.  (Iiv»Ottl>' 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (CaervUpd^ 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawiok  B.L 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
I  Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
I  Soares,  Ernest  J. 
{  Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
I  Taylor,  Theodore  a  (Radoliffe> 
I  Thomas,DavidAlfred(Mertliyr) 
I  Thomas,J.A(Glamorgan,Gower 

Toulmin,  George 
I  Ure,  Alexander 
I  Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wason,  Eugene  (Clackmaniian> 
I  Wason,  JohnCttthoart(CM3iey 
'  Weir,  James  Galloway 
I  White,  George  (Norfcik) 

White,  Luke  (York,  £.  R.) 
,  WhiUey,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

WUlox,  Sir  John  Arohibald 

Wilson,  Fred  W.  (Norfolk,  Mid. 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

Wolff,  GosUv  Wilhehn 

YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fo  (  the  Aybs— Mr. 
Austin  Taylor  and  Mr. 
Brynmor  Jones. 


Campbeb,J.H.M.lDublia  Univ. 
,  Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  fl. 

Gavendish,V.  aW.  (Derbyshire 
I  Cfecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greaawioh) 

Cham berlain,Rt.  Hon.  J.(Birm. 

Chamberlain,RtHn.J.A.(Woro. 

Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  uenry 

Chapman,  Edward 

Clare,  Octaviut  Lei^ 

dive.  Captain  Percy  A. 

Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A   K. 
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€k)ghiU,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUing8,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
0>1omb,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  C.R. 
Ol8ton»  Chas.  £dw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Sir  Frederiok  Lnoas 
Cox»  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripns,  Charles  Alfred 
Ooo^  William 
Crossley,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Daliympley  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Denny,  Colonel 
Bewar^SirT.R.  (Tower  Hamlets 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dim8dale,Rt.Hon.  Sir  JosephC. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph  | 

DQrington,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnE. 
Dooghty,  George 
Donelas.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Dake,  Henry  Edward 
I>yke,Rt.Hon.Sir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fergasson,RtHn.  SirJ.(Mano'r 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  Qeorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bamiatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitnoy,Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Flanoery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  WiUiam 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Ck>rdon,Hn.  J.E.  (Elmn&Naim) 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John  Ekion 
Ck>8ohen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
€k>nlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Halsey,  Rt  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,Marq.of  (Londonderry 
Hare^  Thomas  Leigh 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  Ge<vge 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Sir  A  (Stafford,  W. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 


Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,Rt  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kerr,  John 
Keswick,  WilUiam 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,Sir Joseph  (Monm*th) 
Law8on,JohnGrant(YorksN.R. 
Lee,  ArthurH.  (Hants.,Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon  Henease 
Levcson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Long,RtHn  Walter (Bri8toi,S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  WiUiam 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Luca8,ReginaldJ.(  Portsmouth) 
Lytteiton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M1ver,SirLowis(  Edinburgh,  W. 
M*Killop,  James  (Stiriingshire) 
Bfajendie,  James  A.  H. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montaffu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,DavidJ.  ( Walthamstow 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.A.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  WiUiam  Henry 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Hi^ggins,  Frederick 


1  Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Georse 
PryccMJones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Ridley,Hon.M.  W.  (Stalybridge 
Ridley»S.  Forde  (Bethnal  Greea 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney > 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Royds,  aement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Shackleton,  David  James 
Sharps,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,Ha(North'mb.  Tyneside 
Stanley,  Hon.  Arthur  (Ormskirk 
Stanley,Edward  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Rt  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. ) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,RtHn.J.G.(OxfdUniv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tuff,  Charles 

Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty  '. 

Valentia,  Viscount 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Walker,  CoL  William  HaU 
Wahx»nd,Rt.Hon.SirWilliamH. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,H.  ( Ashton  und.  Lyne 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
Wodehouse,RtHn.  E.R.(Bath) 
VS^rightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 
Young,  Samuel 

Tkllers  for  the  N(tE.s— 
Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood 
and  Mr.  Aihvjn  Fellowes. 


PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 
^^         (MEAM). 

Me.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 
ton),  in  rising  to  move  —  ''That  the 
Boaid  of  Education  should  require 
arrangements  to  be  made  by  the  local 
education  authorities  whereby  every 
child  compelled  by  law  to  attend  a 
pubHc  elementary  school  shall  have 
received  proper  nourishment'bef ore  being 
subjected  to  mental  or  physical  instruc* 
tion,  and  that  in  cases  in  which  proper 
food  has  not  been  provided  for  the  child 
by  its  parents,  it  slK>nId  be  first  supplied 
by  the  local  education  authority,  and 
subsequently  suitable  action  taken  to 
recover  the  cost,**  said  that  practically 
everyone  who  cared  for  education  was 
agreed    about  two  things:     first,    that 


when  the  body  was  half-starved  th& 
mind  could  not  work  well;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  supply  of  the  necessary  food 
at  school  by  the  State  impinged  upon 
the  great  principle  of  parental  responsi- 
bility. He  did  not  deny  that  the  diflBl- 
culties  were  considerable,  but  that  was 
no  reason  why  they  should  leave  this 
vital  question  alone  or  permit  it  to  be 
tinkered  by  private  charity,  involving, 
the  uncertainty  which  attached  to 
voluntary  effort  and  the  pauperising 
effect  of  doles.  It  was  necessary  to 
face  the  widespread  disappointment 
resulting  from  thirty  years  compulsory 
education.  That  disappointment  was 
shared  both  by  the  opponents  and  by 
the  supporters  of  compulsory  educaticm, 
and  it  led  to  the  conclusion,  not  that 
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compulsory  education  should  be  aban- 
doned, but  that  it  should  be  made 
effective. 

What  was  the  cause  of  failure? 
Was  it  found  that  the  men  and 
women  of  to-day  who  had  passed 
through  the  schools  were  so  much 
superior  to  their  fathers  and  mothers 
as  the  authors  of  compulsory  education 
believed  they  would  be?  In  reality, 
the  gain  in  intelligence  was,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  equivocal,  while  the  physical 
degeneration*  of  the  people  was  obvious. 
The  reason  was  largely  that  we  had 
taken  education  as  an  isolated  factor, 
whereas  it  was  part  of  an  absolutely 
indivisible  unit.  We  had  compelled 
children  to  receive  a  certain  amount  of 
daily  intellectual  instruction.  But  we 
had  a-sumed  that  which  all  science 
rejected,  viz.,  that  the  intellect  could 
act  independently  of  all  other  parts  of 
the  total  human  being.  We  had  ignored 
the  body,  the  soul,  and  the  wiU,  and 
the  result  had  been  a  fiasco.  We 
had  conceived  the  children  of  the  poor 
as  being  of  diametrically  opposite  con- 
stitution^ to  the  children  of  the  rich, 
for  at  the  public  schools  prominence — 
perhaps  undue  prominence — was  given  to 
the  care  and  culture  of  the  body  and  the 
discipline  of  manners ;  but  until  recently 
no  such  consideration  formed  part  of  the 
compulsory  education  of  the  workman's 
child.  The  hour  being  late,  instead  of 
going  into  the  historical  question  of  the 
factory  laws,  which  had  protected  the 
lives  and  bodies  of  our  adult  workers,  he 
would  content  himself  by  saying  that  if 
compulsory  education  had  been  inaugur- 
ated bya  Tory  Govemment,the  Disraelian 
principle  of  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano 
would  not  have  been  ignored  as  it  was  by 
the  middle  class  conmiercialists,  who 
regarded  it  as  a  sin  that  the  State  should 
nourish  the  bodies  of  the  children  whose 
brains  they  compelled  to  work,  just  as 
they  held  it  to  be  monstrous  for  the  State 
to  protect  the  mill-hand  and  the  miner. 
By  this  Motion  he  was  not  taking  a  leaf 
out  of  the  book  of  the  Party  opposite, 
but  was  following  the  principles  which 
governed  the  action  and  the  creed  of  the 
Party  to  which  he  was  proud  to  belong. 

Passing  to  the  commercial  view — that 
of  profit  and  loss — he  asked,  Could  it  pay 
the^State  to  spend  colossal  sums  on  the  in- 
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tellectual  instruction  of  children  who  were 
bodily  unable  to  receive  i t  ?  In  his  opinion, 
all  money  so  spent  was  shesr  waste. 
The  laws  insisted  upon  three  necessaries 
being  provided  at  school,  viz.,  fresh  air, 
pure  water,  and  adequate  warmth.  In 
addition  there  were  three  other  necessaries 
of  the  condition  in  which  the  children 
came  to  school,  viz.,  food,  clothes,  and 
cleanliness.  The  local  authority  wis 
now  responsible  for  the  education  of  the 
children.  The  local  authority  had  to 
provide  fresh  air,  pure  water,  and  wanntk, 
but  the  local  authority  was  not  allowed 
to  make  inquiries  first  and  provide  these 
necessaries  for  education  afterwards.   It 

'  was  forbidden  to  inquire  whether  a 
parent  was  poor,  or  lazy,  or  drunken,  or 
whether  the  education  it  compelled  tlie 
child  to  undergo  weakened  parental 
responsibility.     The  local  authority  was 

;  charged  by  Parliament  to  secare  to  every 
child  that  was  born  a  share  in  the  com- 
mon heritage  of  education.  He  held, 
therefore,  that  the  feeding  at  school  of 
the  necessitous  child  was  a  corollary  of 
compulsory  education. 

The     subject    must     be    dealt    with 
>  from     the     point     of    view     of     the 
children.      The  first  duty  to   the  child 
'  whose  guardianship  for  educational  por- 
pos3s  the  State  had  now  assumed  was  to 
see  that  it  had  a  fair  chance  in  its  eqoip- 
i  ment  for  life.     They  could  not  leave  the 
child  unfed  or  underfed  whilst  they  were 
discussing  parental  responsibility,  for  the 
child  would  neither  grow  up  h^thy  nor 
do  justica  to  the  education  they  foroed 
,  upon  it  at  great  public  expense.    What 
;  would  be  thought  of  a  manufacturer  who 
provided  machinery  at  great  cost  and 
then  fed  it  with  raw  material  utterly 
unfit  to  produce  the  article  intended  ? 
To  say  that  it  was  better  for  the  moral 
character  of  the  parent  to  let  the  child 
I  starve — for  that  was  what  the  ultimate 
'  assertion  of  the    hssening    of    parental 
responsibitity  amounted  to — was  to  urge 
that  by  the  gradual  general  improvement, 
'  moral  and  material,  of  the  community, 
unfed  or  underfed  children  would  disap- 
pear.    It  was  obviois  that  to  prevent 
underfeeding  of  children  now  was  an  effec- 
tive instrument  for  promoting  general  im* 
provament,  and  in  any  case  many  school 
children  would  coma  and  go  before  the 
underfed  child  disappeared,  if  they  relied 
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upon  the  gradtial  general  impioYement  of 
the  community  of  adults  as  their  only  re- 
medy. If  they  relied  upon  th^  general  im- 
proyementofthecommunityforthesolution 
they  must  at  once  consider  the  conditions 
under  which  they  asked  the  parents  of  to- 
day to  feed  their  children  suitably.  Had 
they  the  accommodation,  and  had  they 
the  time  and  the  knowledge  ?  Two-thirds 
of  the  population  was  now  urban.  They 
were  craoomed  into  cramped  dwellings 
in  drab  streets.  A  house  originally 
intended  for  one  family  was  often  in- 
habited by  six  families,  and  they  had 
insufficient,  if  any,  appliances.  To 
parents  who  were  employed  away  from 
liome  all  day,  appliances  in  their  homes 
for  a  midday  meal  were  almost  useless, 
4ind  they  would  prefer  to  pay  for  a  good 
meal  provided  at  school  rather  than 
provide  money  for  the  child  to  spend  at 
the  fried  fish  shop.  Everybody  com- 
plained of  bad  cooking  in  England  and 
deplored  the  lack  of  interest  in  the  home 
sikI  housewifery  which  was  character- 
istic of  the  men  and  women  of  to-day. 
The  bet  was  that  the  bulk  of  the  people 
did  not  know  what  was  suitable  fcKxi  for 
tiieir  children.  Not  long  ago  he  asked  an 
eleven-year-old  girl  what  she  had  had  for 
dinner,  and  she  replied :  "I  had  some 
cheese  and  pickles."  A  physician  told 
a  friend  of  his  that  when  examining 
children  at  a  hospital,  he  found  the  most 
effective  manner  of  ascertaining  the  diet 
of  his  child  patient  was  to  accuse  the 
fond  parent  of  starving  the  child,  where- 
upon he  invariably  received  the  indig- 
nant reply,  ''  'E  'as  all  we  get,"  which 
generally  meant  hunks  of  ill-cooked  meat 
and  other  heavy  food  late  in  the  evening, 
4ind  little  if  nothing  during  the  day. 
Was  there  no  experience  whereby  to 
test  this  bogey  ?  The  Report  of  the  Royal 
€dlege  on  Physical  Training,  1903 
(Scotland),  on  page  30,  paragraph  167, 
declared  that— 

**  The  preparation  and  cooking  of  meals  (at 
•ohool)  where  it  is  found  necessary  to  provide 
for  tbeni  should  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
charges  incident  to  school  management." 

Paragraph  170^ 

**  In  a  country  district  where  the  children  of 
the  ploughman  and  farm  labourers  were  the 
poorest,  H  system  of  providing  broth,  etc.,  at 
achoo)  during  the  hve  winter  months  was 
•carried  out  with  the  approval  of  the  parents. 
A  small  charge  was  made  to  cover  the  cost. 
I^imilar  attempts  have  been  jnade  elsewhere,  i 
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and  we  do  not  see  why  they  should  not  gener- 
ally prevail.  "* 

The  London  School  Board  Committee's 
investigations  proved  that  35,679  children 
under  sixteen  years  of  age  were  receiving 
outdoor  relief  in  the  Srd  week  of  February, 
1895;  and  further  investigations  in  1838 
showed  that  55,050  underfed  children 
attended  school;  31,280  children  at  Board 
schools,  and  23,770  children  at  voluntary 
schools.  The  Report  of  the  School  Board 
Joint  Committee  on  underfed  children, 
issued  June,  1902,  recorded  that  a  weekly 
average  number  of  20,085  children 
received  a  weekly  average  of  46,619 
meals.  The  Report  issued  June,  1903, 
showed  that  22,206  children  received  a 
weekly  average  of  54,572  meals  during 
twenty  weeks  in  winter.  Daring  that 
period  the  average  .<ichool  attendance  at 
Board  schools  was  475,000  children,  and 
at  voluntary  schools  178,000  children. 
Assuming  the  percentage  of  underfed 
children  at  Board  and  voluntary  schools 
to  be  the  same,  there  would  be  9,000 
underfed  children  at  voluntary  schools, 
or  a  total  of  31,000  underfed  children  for 
Board  and  voluntary  schools,  which  was 
equal  to  5  per  cent,  of  the  total  attend- 
ance. But  a  number  escaped  the  net, 
therefore  the  total  of  underfed  children 
in  London  might  be  fairly  put  at  35,000. 
To  provide  35,000  children  with  dinner 
for  120  days  at  a  penny  per  meal  would 
cost  £17,250.  Add  a  halfpenny  break- 
fast, and  the  total  cost  would  be  £26,280, 
or  considerably  less  than  a  rate  of  a 
farthing  in  the  £.  To  provide  every 
child  at  school  (taking  the  average 
attendance)  would  cost  London  in  dinners 
and  breakfasts  £489,800,  or  a  rate  of  S^d. 
Did  London  experience,  extending  over 
an  average  attendance  daily  of  nearly 
750,000  children  at  school,  point  to  school 
feeding,  paid  or  gratis,  pauperising  the 
family  and  destroying  parental  responsi- 
bility ?  He  would  give  one  or  two  ex- 
amples on  this  point.  The  National 
Food  Supply  Association  state — 

"  We  are  not  aware  of  a  sin^e  instance  of  a 
man  earning  30i.  per  week  abusing  the  system 
by  coming  to  us  for  a  Jd.  dinner." 

Mr.  Libby,  of  the  Ijambeth  Teachers 
Association,  writes — 

*'In  many  oases  when  the  parent  has  ob- 
tained work  the  children  go  at  once  and, 
inform  the  teacher,  and  some  of  the  parents 
as  an  act  of  gratitude  for  food  supplied  free  to 
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tbeir  children  when  they  were  out  of  woi^, 
have  sent  contributions  for  those  still  in  need 
of  help." 

and  Mr.  Burgwin  says— 

**  I  do  not  thinlc  free  meals  tend  to  pauperise 
a  district;  in  fact,  bckets  for  firee  meals  are 
often  returned  by  parents  directly  they  find 
work." 

He  would  not  describe  the  experience 
of)  Birmingham,  Leeds,  Manchester, 
Bristol,  and  Newcastle,  beyond  saying 
that  in  these  cities  voluntary  effort,  com- 
bined with  School  Board  commit- 
tees, fed  necessitous  children  with 
results    similar    to    those    of    London. 

In  Paris  in  February,  1881  Le  Conseil 
Municipal  determined  to  assist  in  pro- 
viding poor  children  with  a  free  meal 
upon  the  following  lines.  (1)  Free  meals 
to  children  known  to  be  in  want,  whether 
their  parents  were  paupers  or  not.  (2) 
ESstablishment  of  canteens  at  the  various 
schools  under  the  control  of  the  Mayor 
and  School  Fund  Committee.  (3)  No 
meal  to  be  served  except  on  presentation 
of  a  check  which  could  be  bought,  or 
was  given  gratuitously  to  the  children. 
(4)  Secrecy  as  to  whether  the  check  was 
bought  or  received  free.  The  Caisse  dea 
Eccies  provided  a  free  meal  daily  for 
those  who  could  not  afford  to  pay.  This 
meal  was  provided  in  the  school  play- 
room. No  degradation  attached  to  those 
who  partook  of  a  free  meal  because  the 
children  who  paid  for  their  meal  ate 
alongside  the  children  who  received  a  free 
dinner.  On  this  point  he  wishes  to  | 
quote  the  following  statistics —  , 


Year. 

Proportion  of 
Municipal  Sub- 
vention to  total 
receipts  per 
cent. 

1 

Number  of 
meals  dis- 1 
tributed. 

School 
popu- 
lation. 

1892 
1894 
1897 

Cost  £27,000 
62  SO 

Cost  £36,000 
67-84 

6,971,340  ' 

i 

8,229,870 

165,977 
169,832 

In  Paris  the  teachers  practically  selected 
'the  needy  scholars,  and  at  the  be- 
ginning of  each  day's  school  the  teachers 
distributed  copper  counters,  having 
already  received  from  their  parents  in  the 
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case  of  some  children  the  requisite  pay* 
ment.     When    the  dinner  hour  arrived- 
the  children  presented  these  counters  and 
received  food  in  exchange.      It  would 
thus  be  seen  that   the  work  was  baaed 
upon  the  following  principles : — The  work 
was  primarily  municipal,  private  gift  a 
and  grants  from  the  rates  b^ng  pooled 
to  help  the  children.    The  first  intentioa 
was  to  faciUtate  the  use  of   education^ 
The  child  was  not  fed  two  or  three  daya 
each  week,  but  every  school  day.    There 
was  no  feeling  of  pauperising.    The  oom- 
bining  of  those  who  were  aided  by  pubUc 
gifts  and  those  who  could  pay  for  them- 
selves did  not  cause  unsatisfactory  feding* 
Paris  says,  "  We  compel  the  children  to 
go  to  school.    We  must  then  see  that 
they  can  learn  with  advantage,  so  that 
they   may  really  benefit."     In    Beilin 
the   city  corporation    granted    a    con- 
siderable   sum    annually  to    give    free 
breakfasts  to  poor  children  at  the  public 
schools,  with  the  happiest  results.      In 
Rome  the  Minister  of  rublic  Inatmction 
made  a  large  grant  for  feeding  school 
children  gratis;  and  in  Christiana  (Nor- 
way) the  municipal    authorities  distri- 
buted food  amongst  poor  school  children. 
In    the  case  of  Berne,  which   was    the 
last  one  he  would  quote,  the  system  of 
providing    free     meals     for     underfed 
children  was  a  fair  specimen  of    that 
existing     in     the     rest    of     Switaer- 
land.      The  expenses  were  covered  by 
State  and  Communal  subsidies,  as  well  as 
by  bequests  and  voluntary  contributions. 
The  teachers  testified  to  the  consequent 
increased  school  attendance,  as  well  as  to 
the  improved  application  and  acquisitive 
powers  of  the  children.     His  plan  was  to 
begin  by  the  State  providing  free  meals 
at  school  for  necessitous  children,  and,  if 
found   desirable  thereafter,  to  provide 
school  meals  for  all  children  on  payment. 
Local  authorities  now  had  the  care  of  the 
children  for  educational  purposes  and  it 
was  their  duty  to  see  that  imderfeeding 
ceased.     There  could  obviously  be  no 
system  of  school  meals  without  proper 
home  visiting.      Thus  the  parent  who 
could  pay  would  be  forced  to  pay  by 
process  of  law,  and  the  parent  unable  to 
pay  would  be  assisted  by  a  loan  under 
Poor  Law,  as  was  the  case  with  school 
fees  before  compulsory  education  became 
free.    There  would  be  no  pauperising* 
Experience  at  home  and  abroad  showed 
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that  rince  1888,  parents,  with  rare  ex3ep-  |  his  hon.  friend  had  so  forcibly  brought 
i/ions,  gladly  paid  when  they  could.  The  |  before  the  House  in  gupport  of  his 
people  who  now  neglected  the  children  :  Motion,  but  he  would  content  himself  bv 
ought  to  be  punished,  but  it  had  never  saying  that  he  doubted  at  the  present 
l)een  possible  to  get  a  conviction  for  i  day  whether  anybody  wouW  denv  the 
underfeeding.  If  the  State  provided  |  proposition  that  children  ought  to  be 
iood,  those  who  neglected  their  children  fed  before  they  were  taught.  That  there 
would  be  punished.    There  would  be  a    were  in  elementary  schools  a  considerable 


much  more  effective  machinery  for  ascer- 
taining the  means  of  the  parent,  and  it 
would  be  the  business  of  a  powerful  public 
authority  with  complete  local  knowledge 
to  bring  delinquents  to  justice,  whereas 
now  it  was  nobody's  business,  therefore 
prosecutions  were  few  and  usually  failed. 
They  would  not  require  a  large  and 
expensive  staff,  because  four-fifths  of  the 
child  popuhition  of  the  United  Kingdom 
was  under  the  daily  observation  of  the 
local  authority.  Accurate  information  was 
easily  obtainable  by  the  teachers,  as  thby 


number  of  underfed  children  who  were 
not  fit  to  profit  by  the  education  which 
was  supplied  by  the  taxpayer  and  the 
ratepayer  at  so  very  high  a  cost,  no  one 
would  deny,  and  he  thought  that  the 
time  had  now  come  for  deciding  that 
there  had  been  enough  talk  about  this 
matter,  and  that  what  was  wanted  was 
not  so  much  a  debate  and  a  Resolution 
as  some  definite  and  distinct  action  on 
the  part    of  the  Government  and  the 


were  persons  trained  in  the  observation  i  ^^^'^  authorities,  who  had  already  con. 
<f  children,  and  this  could  be  supple" '  "^^*"®  P^^®'^' *^*  ^"^^  ^<^^^  ^«^^« 
mented  by  the  school  attendance  |  ad<iitional  powers  after  they  had  put 
officer's  investigations.  The  conclusion  ,  *^^^«  ^^^^  *^'^*^3^  possessed  into  force, 
of  the  whole  matter  was  that  either  they  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  *^  *^^  ^^3^  ^*  *^^ 
must  drop  compulsory  education,  or  they  !  adoption  of  the  plan  sketched  out  by  his 
must  see  that  the  children  were  properly  ^^^-  *™^*  ^*«  **^^  reluctance  which  far- 
fed,  for  they  could  not  educate  unfed  or  «^^  P^^P^^  entertained  to  weakening 
underfed  children;  therefore,  if  they  P*'^^*  responsibility  for  the  feeding 
•were  deterrtmed  to  educate  them,  feed  ^*  ^^"^  chUdren.  In  this  country  he 
them  they  must.  Why  did  the  State  !  ^^^  ^^PP^  ^  ^-^  *^*^  *^^  ^*«*  ^^^ 
educate  them?  Because^  it  considered  ^*  *^  P<>^^««*  ^^*^  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
that  a  healthy  educated  man  or  I  *^«^'  ^^^^^^'^^  *^d  ^^'*^  prepared  to 
woman  was  the  most  valuable  asset  the  I  °^*^^  8^^**  sacrifices  for  their  benefit. 
State  could  possess.  Expansion  and  i  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^**  °^^^®^  ^^*^  *^®  P^^' 
vitality    of  industry  depended  directly 


upon  the  calibre  of  the  individual.  They 
were  all  agreed  that  individual  calibre 
was  not  now  all  that  they  desired.  To 
make  it  so,  w^e  they  going  to  stop  at 
the  penny,  having  paid  the  pound  ? 
They  could  go  on  acquiescing  in  a  state 
of  things  which  allowed  too  many  of  the 
poorer  parents  of  to-day  to  sayjwith  old 
John  of  Oaunt — 

*'  The  plearares  that  some  fathers  feed  upon 
Is   my  strict  fast— I    mean  my   children's 
looks." 

Sir  JOHN  G0R8T  (Cambridge  Uni- 
verdty)  said  that  in  riring  to  second 
this  Motion  he  did  not  mean  to  go 
through  again  the  very  cogent  facts  which 


could  supply  examples  of  the  most 
pathetic  devotion,  principally  of  mothers 
and  largely  of  fathers  who  denied  them- 
selves many  things  in  order  to  benefit 
their  children  and  give  them  a  fair 
chance  in  life.  Those  people  were  per- 
fectly ready  to  come  in  and  assist  under 
any  scheme  for  the  better  feeding  of 
children  in  schools,  and  they  would 
gladly  pay  enough  to  defray  the  cost  of 
wholesome  meals  for  the  children.  It 
would  only  be  for  a  small  section  of  the 
community  that  the  full  cost  of  feeding 
the  school  children  would  have  to  be  paid. 
But  there  was  also  in  this  country  a 
section  of  people  who  did  not  care  for 
their  children  and  did  not  do  their  duty 
by  them.    They  looked  upon  them  as  a 
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valuable  asset  to  be  put  into  money  by 
hiring  them  out  for  their  own  profit. 
They  were  only  careful  to  see  how  much 
they  could  make  out  of  the  children. 
They  required  that  a  sense  of  responsi- 
bility should  be  brought  home  to  them. 
He  objected  to  bringing  home  parental 
responsibility  to  the  minority  by  letting 
the  children  starve ;  first,  because  a  child 
was  too  valuable  an  instrument  to  be 
used  for  such  a  purpose,  and,  secondly, 
because  such  a  course  would  be  absolutely 
inefiective.  Under  such  a  system  as  that 
sketched  out  by  the  hon.  Member  they 
could  not  only  put  a  stop  to  the  hunger 
of  the  children,  but  would  have  an  effi- 
cient instrument  for  bringing  the  parents 
to  see  what  their  real  parental  responsi* 
bility  was.  At  present  it  was  impossible 
to  convict  a  parent  of  family  neglect.  If 
it  were  part  of  the  duty  of  teachers  to 
provide  children  from  day  to  day  with 
tickets  for  meak  and  to  report  the  chil- 
dren so  provided,  there  would  be  most 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  parent  had 
neglected  to  feed  his  children. 

*Mb.  bond  (Nottingham.  E.) :  How 
does  the  teacher  know  ? 

Sib  JOHN  G0B8T  said  the  teacher  was 
the  one  person  who  did  know,  and  if  he 
were  mistaken  one  day  he  would  not  be 
another.  If,  on  application,  the  parent 
refused  to  refund  the  money  for  the 
meals  provided  there  would  be  the  most 
conclusive  possible  evidence  of  neglect  of 
family  on  which  any  pdioe  magiftiate 
could  convict  and  punish  the  parent  in 
a  bad  case.  The  child  must  be  fed  or 
else  they  could  not  teach  him.  Of 
course,  there  were  a  number  of  cases  in 
which  lArents  could  not  feed  their 
children,  and  such  oases  would  have  to 
be  reported  to  the  Poor  Law  authority. 

Sir  John  Gord, 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Board  of  Education  should 
require  arrangements  to  be  made  by  the 
local  education  authorities  ;wheffeb7 
every  child  compelled  by  law  to  attend 
a  public  elementary  school  shall  have 
received  proper  nourishment  before  braig 
subjected  to  mental  or  physical  insfruo* 
tion,  and  that  in  cases  in  which  proper 
food  has  not  been  provided  for  the  chUd 
by  its  parents,  it  should  be  first  supplied 
by  the  local  education  authority,  and 
subsequently  suitable  action  taken  to 
recover  the  cost.*' — (Mr.  Claude  HayJ) 

*Db.  StACNAMARA  (Oamberwell,  N.) 
said  he  was  very  glad  the  opportunity 
had  arisen  for  discussing  this  question. 
He  reminded  the  House  that  he  was  for 
many  years  a  Board  school  teacher  in  a 
very  poor  school,  and  that  the  sufier- 
ings  of  hungry  children  came  before 
him  day  by  day.  Out  of  the  300  boys  in 
the  school  in  which  he  taught  twenty-five 
or  thirty  did  not  go  home  in  the  dinner 
hour  because  there  was  nothing  to  go  home 
to.  Thirty  or  forty  others  would  also  stay 
and  have  nothing  to  eat  but  a  crust  of 
bread  or  an  onion.  He  had  seen  two 
brothers,  in  cold,  frosty  weather,  sitting 
against  a  wall  making  a  meal  off  a  oold 
turnip,  and  he  had  known  boys  many 
times  become  sick  directly  cold,  frosty 
weather  came,  because  their  stomadis 
were  empty.  The  first  thing  he  did  as  a 
member  of  the  London  School  Board  was 
to  ask  for  a  committee  on  the  subject. 
There  had  been  a  conunittee  in  1889, 
and  that  committee  found  that  48,000 
children  came  to  school  daily  hungry, 
and  that  benevolent  efforts  oould  only 
reach  the  needs  of  half  of  them.  The 
third  committee  which  was  got  together 
in  1898  came  to  the  definite  conclusion 
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that  private  and  charitable  agencies  could 
never  cope  with  this  problem  properly. 
He  personally  had  come  to  the  following 
conclusions :  That  it  was  absolute  cruelty 
to  endeavour  to  teach  a  hungry  child  ; 
that  to  try  to  do  so  was  to  waste  money ; 
that  it  was  nationally  a  policy  of  reckless 
profligacy  to  let  these  unfortunate  slum 
children  go  on  in  the  condition  in  which 
they  now  were ;  that  we  must  feed  the 
child  before  we  attempted  to  teach  it; 
that  charitable  agencies  could  not  cope 
with  this  work;  and  that,  if  private 
benevolent  agencies  could  not  deal  with 
this  problem,  the  matter  must  become 
a  public  obligation.  Parental  respon- 
sibility, he  fully  admitted,  must  not  be 
lessened.  Parents  who  could  not  make 
provision  for  their  children  must  be 
assisted  as  a  public  obligation  and  with- 
out any  suggestion  of  pauperisation. 
Bat  those  who  could  and  would  not  feed 
their  children  must  be  severely  punished. 
Reference  had  been  made  to  the  neglect- 
ful working  class  parent,  but  "  working 
class"  was  not  the  right  term,  for  in 
many  cases  they  did  not  work.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  working  classes  made 
enormous  sacrifices  for  their  children. 
But  there  was  a  small  minority  of 
thoroughly  thriftless,  self-indulgent,  and 
drunken  parents,  who  brought  children 
into  the  world  for  their  own  pleasure, 
and  handed  them  over  on  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  the  care  of  others.  Why  punish 
a  child  by  allowing  him  to  go  hungry 
because  of  the  shaking  off  of  parental 
reeponsibiUty  ?  He  would  therefore  say 
that  they  must  punish  those  parents 
who  could  and  would  not  do  their  duty. 

The  parliamentary  SBCRE- 
TART  TO  THE  BOARD  op  EDUCATION 
(Sir  WniUAM  Anson,  Oxford  University) 


said  he  was  sorry  that  this  interesting 
and  important  debate  had  to  be  curtailed 
into  so  small  a  compass.  Hon.  Members 
were  aware,  from  a  communication  he 
addressed  to  the  House  before  Easter, 
that  a  Committee  which  was  sitting 
was  collecting  a  quantity  of  very  im- 
portant and  valuable  evidence  on  this 
subject,  but  he  felt  that  the  matter  was 
ripe  for  discussion,  and  that  the  discus- 
sion should  not  be  delayed  until  the 
Committee  reported.  The  difficoltiea 
which  beset  the  matter  were,  he  thou^t,. 
obvious  from  the  fact  that  the  Member 
for  Cambridge  University  when  in  office 
did  not  feel  able  to  make  any  proposal 
for  dealing  with  the  questicm.  The  evil 
was  a  mere  episode  in  the  life  of  poverty,, 
a  local  symptom  of  a  widespread  eviL 
They  had  not  merely  to  deal  with  the 
individual  child  which  went  hungry  to 
school;  they  had  to  deal  with  children 
ill-fed,  ill-managed,  ill-nurtuied  from 
birth,  who  were  themselves  behind  the- 
rest  of  the  children  and  hindered  their 
education.  From  evidence  submitted  ta 
the  Committee,  it  appeared  that  about 
90  per  cent,  of  the  children  in  whatever 
class  started  with  an  average  chance  of  a 
healthy  life;  biit  in  the  case  of  slum 
children  by  the  time  they  reached  school 
age  60  per  cent,  were  below  the  normal 
standard.  The  regularity  of  school  life 
so  far  benefited  the  children  that  midwa3r 
in  that  life  the  percentage  below  the 
normal  diminished  to  40  per  cent.,  and. 
at  the  conclusion  it  fell  to  about  15  per 
cent.  This  showed  that  they  had  to> 
deal  with  two  classes  of  children,  and 
with  a  very  wide-reaching  evil.  The 
parents  of  these  children  did  not  knowho  w 
to  feed  them.  Some  of  the  remedies 
were  attainable^without  legislation,  such 
as  the  gradual  teaching  of  the  laws  of 
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liealtlL  The  Boaid  of  Education  migh 
do  something  by  communicating  with 
local  authorities,  through  ite  intelligence 
department,  what  was  being  done  in  the 
matter  by  other  local  authorities.  But 
there  were  some  things  which  could  only 
be  dealt  with  by  the  State.  The  case  of 
retarded  children  in  particular  could  only 
he  dealt  with  by  hu  extension  of  the 
system  of  truant  and  industrial  schools 
in  which  the  children  would  get  their 
meals,  a  smaller  amount  of  intel' 
lectual  teaching  and  a  considerable 
;amomit  of  manual  exercise  and  work 
about  iikB  house.  The  case  of  children 
l>rought  to  school  occasionally  underfed 
he  would  hke  to  see  dealt  with  by  volun- 
^tary  effort,  organised  and  conducted  under 
the  local  authority.  He  thought  they 
might  work  out  a  scheme  to  meet  the 
difficulties  and  evils  discussed  that  night. 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  Resolution  as  it 
stood,  because  he  did  not  think  it  was 
right  that  the  House  should  impose  on  a 
Department  of  the  Government  an  obliga- 
tion to  require  a  local  authority  to  do  a 
<)ertain  thing  which  involved  very  careful 
consideration  in  the  working  out,  and 
which  oould  not  be  worked  out  except 
with  full  information  and  careful  con- 
fflderation.  He  might  say  that  whether 
the  Resolution  were  carried  or  not,  he 
would  continue  to  devote  his  attention  to 
the  subject.  If  the  Resolution  should  be 
rejected  he  would  work  on  patiently  in 
the  endeavour  to  solve  the  question.  H 
it  were  accepted  he  should  not  be  hurried 
into  submitting  any  crude  or  ill-considered 
scheme.  Having  said  this,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  understand  that  his 
attention  was  seriously  directed  to  the 
question,  and.  in  the  circumstances  they 
might  be   disposed  to  leave  it  in  his 

hands. 

Sir  JFUIiam  Anson, 


*Mb.  bond  said  the  question  now 
before  the  House  was  really  part  of  the 
greater  question  of  the  poverty  of  the 
people  and  of  the  means  of  meeting  the 
distresses  which  poverty  brought  with  it. 
It  involved  also  the  question  of  how  far 
it  was  incumbent  on  the  State  to  aid 
parents  to  discharge  one  of  their  primary 
responsibilities,  namely,  to  provide  food 
tot  the  children  they  brought  into  the 
world. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  Mr.  Spbakkb 
proceeded  to  interrupt  the  business. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Olaudb  Hay  rose  in 
his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That 
the  Question  be  now  put ;  "  but  Mr. 
Speaker  withheld  Us  assent,  and  declined 
then  to  put  that  Question,  and  the  debate 
stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday 
next. 


SAVINGS  BANKS  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
(DEFICIENCY  ANNUITY). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  continuance  of  the  payment 
of  the  terminable  annuity  payable  under 
Section  1  of  The  Savings  Banks  Act, 
1880,  in  each  year  up  to  the  end  of  the 
half-year  ending  on  20th  May,  1917,  in 
pur<«uance  of  any  Act  of  the  present 
session  to  amend  the  Savings  Banks  Acts. 
— (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 


Adjoumed  at  five  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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February  and  the  22nd  of  March  last  dis- 
charged, and  Bill  committed. 

Bridlington  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition 
thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  19th  of 
February  and  the  22nd  of  March  last 
discharged,  and  Bill  committed. 

Gomersal  Gas  Bill ;  Bexhill  Water  and 
Gas  Bill.    Read  2*^,  and  committed. 

Torquay  Tramways  BilL  Read  2%  and 
committed.  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  "list  April,  1901. 

SAT  FIRST. 
The  Lord  Hartismere   (L.  Henniker) 
sat  first  in  ParUament  after  the  death 
of  his  father. 


« 
^ 


a 

^ 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  not  been  complied  with  : — Richard 
Jaeger's  Patent. 


And  also  the  Certificates  that  the 
farther  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
the  following  Bills  have  not  been  com- 
plied with: — Chippenham  Gas;  Kirkby- 
in-Ashfield  Urban  District  Gas;  Sheppy 
Gas;  Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas;  North 
Staffordshire  Railway ;  Norwich  Water  ; 
Sutton  Gas;  Croydon  Gas;  Great 
Northern  Railway;  London,  Tilbury, 
and  Southend  Railway ;  Ryde  Gas.  The 
same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire  Elec* 
trie  Power  Bill  [h.l.].  The  Lord  Balfour 
informed  the  House  that  the  opposition 
to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The  orders 
made  on  the  22nd  of  February  and  the 
22nd  of  March  last  discharged,  and  Bill 
committed. 

Lothians  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposi- 
tion thereto  having  been  withdrawn; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
The  orders  made  on  the  19th  of  February 
and  the  22nd  of  March  last  discharged, 
and  Bill  committed. 

Ulster  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn; read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.   The  orders  made  on  the  19th  of 
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Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill.  Read  2""^ 
and  committed. 

Barnard  Castle  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].  Read3^ 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways  Bill 
[h.l.].  Read  3*;  Amendments  made; 
Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

Chesterfield  Corporation  (Tramwa}^  and 

Improvements  Bill  [h.l.].    Read  3*,  and 

and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


HUTCHESONS'  HOSPITAL  AND  HUTCHE. 
SONS'  EDUCATIONAL  TRUST  BILL  [h.l.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of    the  Day    for  the    Second 
Reading  read. 

Lord  TWEBDMOUTH:    My  Lords, 
under  ordinary  circumstances  I  should 
I  move  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  in 
!  a  couple  of  sentences,  but  as  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Camperdown  intends  to  ask 
I  your  Lordships  to  adopt  the  somewhat 
I  drastic  treatment  of  refusing  the  Bill  a 
hearing    before    a     Committee  of  your 
Lordships'  House,  I  must   briefly  state 
what  the  history  and  objects  of  Hutche- 
sons'  Hospital  and  Hutchesons'  Educa- 
tional Trust  are,    and  also  the  proposals 
contained    in    this   Bill.    The    Hutche- 
sons'  Hospital  and   Hufcchesons'   Educa- 
;  tional  Trust  is  the  result  of  the  endowment 
of  certain  worthy  citizens  of  Glasgow  of 
two  centuries  ago.     I  think  there  were 
five  or  six  original  endowers.    There  were 
2  E 
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the  brothers  George  and  Thomas  Hutche- 
son  in  1640,  there  were  James  Blair  and 
David  Baxter  in  1714  and  1776,  and  there 
was  William  Scott  in  1818.  All  these 
citizens  of  Glasgow  had  the  same  object 
— namely,  to  benefit  Glasgow  men  of 
their  own  class.  It  was  not  a  charity  for 
the  benefit  of  Glasgow  as  a  whole,  but 
for  the  benefit  of  the  burgesses  of  Glas* 
gow;  and  the  intention  of  the  founders 
of  the  charity  was  to  help  theb  brother 
burgesses  when  in  need,  first  by  giving 
them  pecuniary  assistance,  and  secondly 
by  giving  education  to  their  sons.  The 
proportion  in  which  these  funds  were  to 
be  distributed  was,  roughly,  three-fifths 
for  personal  maintenance  and  two-fifths 
for  the  purpose  of  education.  When  the 
scheme  first  came  into  operation  its 
method  was  this — the  personal  assistance 
was  given  to  needy  burgesses  of  Glasgow 
by  putting  them  into  a  hospital — that  is 
to  say — they  were  lodged  and  maintained 
in  a  sort  of  glorified  workhouse.  The 
education  was  given  by  boarding  out  the 
boys  in  different  parts  of  Glasgow.  But 
this  system  was  very  soon  changed.  As 
early  as  1652  a  school  for  the  boys  was 
established,  and  by  1780  the  hospital 
system  had  fallen  through,  and,  instead, 
pensions  were  given  to  the  needy  bur- 
gesses. So  things  went  on,  and  in  1846 
the  present  boys'  school  was  built,  and  in 
1876  a  ^rls'  school  was  also  erected  by 


a  gir 
lofw 


means  ot  which  girls,  for  the  first  time,  had 
the  benefit  of  educational  assistance  imder 
the  charity.  Then,  in  the  year  1872,  the 
Hutchesons'  Hospital  Act  was  passed 
which  allocated  the  funds  of  the  trust  in 
the  proportion  of  about  half  to  pensions 
and  half  to  education.  In  1882  came 
the  Scottish  Educational  Endowment 
Act,  and,  as  a  consequence  of  that, 
the  Scottish  Educational  Endowment 
Commission,  of  which  my  noble  friend 
Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh  was  Presi- 
dent, in  1885  prepared  a  scheme  for 
the  administration  of  this  trust,  by  which 
the  charge  of  education  was  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  old  body  which  had  com- 
plete control — namely,  the  patrons — and 
civen  to  a  new  body  called  the  governors. 
It  was  decided  that  two-fifths  of  the 
funds  coming  from  the  Hutcheson,  Blair, 
and  Baxter  endowments  should  go  to 
education,  and  three-fifths  to  pensions. 

Let  me  now  say  a  word  as  to  the  two 
bodies  who  manage  the  funds.  First, 
there][are  the  patrons.     They  consist  of 

LjtJ  TweedmmUh. 


the  whole  of  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow^ 
some  seventy-seven  persons.  Added  to 
them  are  twenty-two  outsiders,  made  up 
of  the  seven  ministers  of  the  EstabliBhed 
Churches  in  the  old  city  parishes  of  Glas- 
gow, and  certain  persons  appointed  by  out- 
side bodies,  of  whom  the  most  important 
are  the  Merchants  House  and  the  Trmdea 
House  in  Glasgow,  making  altogether  a 
body  of  ninety-nine.  It  is  due  to  this 
body  of  patrons  that  the  funds  have  been 
so  admirably  managed  that  from  an 
endowment,  originally  of  a  few  thousand 
pounds,  the  annual  income  has  grown  to- 
£19,000  a  year.  I  may  say  that  the 
patrons  still  have  complete  control  of  the 
pension  part  of  the  scheme,  and  also  com- 
plete management  of  the  general  fund. 
The  patrons  are  unanimously  in  &voiir  of 
this  Bill.  I  come  now  to  the  governors, 
who,  under  the  scheme  of  1885,  were  given 
the  charge  and  the  management  of  the 
educational  part  of  this  Trust.  They,  too,, 
are  a  very  representative  body.  They 
consist  of  twenty-one  persons,  eleven 
being  nominated  by  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Glasgow,  one  by  Uie  Univer- 
sity of  the  City  of  Glasgow,  two  by  the 
city  ministers  of  Glasgow,  one  by  the  Mer- 
chants House  in  Glasgow,  one  by  the 
Trades  House  in  Glasgow,  three  by  the 
School  Board  of  Glasgow,  and  two  taken 
from  ministers  of  other  denominationff 
than  that  of  the  Established  Church,  who 
have  churches  within  the  district  affected. 
I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree  that  that 
is  a  thoroughly  representative  body.  Of 
the  twenty-one  gentlemen  who  form  the 
body  of  governors,  fourteen  are  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  There  are  six 
against  it,  and  there  is  one,  a  very  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Glasgow  School 
Board — Sir  John  Cuthbertson — ^who  is 
neutral.  You  are,  therefore,  in  this 
position.  The  patrons  are  unanimously 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and  the  governors 
are  in  favour  of  it  in  a  majority  of  more 
than  two  to  one. 

The  first  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable 
the  governors  to  put  an  end  to  the  schools- 
that  are  now  carried  on  under  the  Trust — 
the  boys'  school  and  the  girls*  school. 
That  may  seem,  at  first  blush,  rather  a 
strong  order,  but  I  will  show  that  it  is  not 
so.  Since  1885  the  whole  circumstances 
of  education  in  Glasgow  have  totally 
changed.  You  have  had  compulsory  free 
education    introduced,     you    have    had 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


801      Hutchesans' Hospital  avd      {21  April  1904}       Educational  Trust  BUI      8J2 


greatlv  increased  grante  for  education, 
and  there  is  also  this  other  point,  that 
the  situation  in  which  the  present 
boys'  school  under  this  Trust  is  placed 
in  Glasgow  is  one  that  has  had  a  bad 
efEect  on  the  success  of  the  school. 
Whereas  in  the  year  1885  there  were  on 
the  boys*  side  1,825  fee-paying  scholars, 


be  perfectly  open  to  the  Committee  to 
make  any  such  alteration,  and  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  would  be  perfectly  will- 
ing to  accept  it.  In  consequence  of  the 
opposition  of  the  School  Board,  a  number 
of  the  clauses  now  in  the  Bill  will  have  to 
be  struck  out,  because  there  is  no  longer 
any  reason  for  an  arrangement  between 


there  are  How  only  164 ;  and  whereas  in  \  the  two  bodies  as  to  the  disposition  of 
1885  there  were  on  the  giib'  side  562  fee- '  these  schools.  The  Bill  goes  on  to  lay 
paying  scholars,  there  are  now  only  216  ;  down  the  various  objects  to  which  this 
and  it  is  calculated  that  the  average  ;  £7,000  a  year  is  to  be  applied  ;  but  again 
course  of  education  of  each  of  the  scholars  J  say  there  is  nothing  final  in  these  pro- 
in  these  schools  amounts  to  no  less  than  |  posaLs.  They  are  proposals  that  a  Com- 
£13  a  year,  as  against  £2  18s.  S^d.  a  head  i  mittee   of  your  Lordships'  House  could 


for  the  scholars  in  the  elementary  schools 
of  the  School  Board  of  Glasgow,  and 
£9  lis.  4d.  for  the  scholars  in  the  liigher 
grade  schools  in  Glasgow.  From  that  it 
is  very  evident  that  the  education  given 
to  the  children  in  these  schools  is  exceed- 
ingly expensive,  and  that  the  money  that 
is  now  devoted  to  these  schools  could  be 
much  more  usefully  and  profitably  ex- 
pended in  some  other  direction  for  the 
purposes  of  education.  That  idea  is 
borne  out  by  the  action  of  the  School 
Board  for  Glasgow  itself,  for  last  year 
that  Board  accepted  the  propositions  now 
made  in  the  BiU,  and  consented  to  take 
over  the  schools  of  the  Hutchesons' 
Hospital.     Now  they  have  resiled  from 


well  investigate  and  upon  which  the 
Committee  could  well  express  an  opinion. 
When  my  noble  friend  the  Acting  Chair- 
man of  Committees  brought  this  Bill 
before  the  House  the  other  day  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Camperdown  took  excep- 
tion to  it  on  two  grounds — in  the  first 
place,  because  it  was  too  soon  after  the 
1885  settlement.  I  admit  that  it  is  soon 
after  that  settlement,  but  the  change  in 
the  educational  position  of  Glasgow  since 
1885  has  been  very  geat,  and  what  was 
suitable  in  that  year,  and  what  was  the 
best  course  then,  need  not  necessarily 
be  suitable  or  the  best  course  to-day. 
Therefore  I  think  that  argument  is  not 
a  sound  one,  and  that  it  is  a  perfectly 
that*  position,  and  say  they  will  not  I  fair  thing  that  a  further  revision  of  the 
take  over  the  schools ;  but  the  reason  |  situation  should  take  place.  The  other 
they  give  for  that  is,  that  already  in  the  '  point  made  by  my  noble  friend  was  that 


public  schools  of  Glasgow  there  is  ample 
accommodation  for  all  the  scholars  likely 
to  be  brought  forward,  and  that  they  have 
already  under  their  jurisdiction  sufficient 
room  for  all  the  scholars  to  be  set  free 
supposing  these  schoob  weie  closed.    In 


it  was  inexpedient  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion now  because  there  was  a  Scottish 
Education  Bill  about  to  be  introduced. 
That  Bill  has  now  been  brought  forward, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  His  Majesty's 
Government  before  the  end  of  the  session 


that  respect  the  action  of  the  School  Board  I  ^iu  j^ave  passed  it,  but  I  say  that  that 
itself  is  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  pro-  i  y^jy  fact  is  an  additional  argument  in 


position  of  the  governors. 

As  I  have  said,  roughly  speaking  the 
proportion  given  to  pensions  and  educa- 
tion in  the  past  has  been  three-fifths  to 
two-fifths.     The  proposal  now  made' by 


favour  of  a  new  and  final  settlement  of 
the  position  of  this  Trust. 

I  The  Scottish  Education  Bill  in  no  way 
I  deals  with  educational  endowments.  The 
Secretary   for   Scotland,   in   introducing 


the  governors  is,  taking  the  »^^^1  income  ;  ^^^  Bin/ especially  disclkimed  any  inten 
at  the  present  moment  at  £19,000,  to     .^     .  ^^J:„„  ^j+h  ^nHowmftnts  in  anv 


tion  of  dealing  with  endowments  in  any 


stereotype  the  sum  of  £7,0(»  for  educa- ,  ^hatev«r.    Undoubtedly    the    Bill 

tion,  and  they  propose  that  the  rest  shall    ^.^j  ^         ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^g^i^ 
be  given  for  pei^ion  purposes  jmder  the  |  ^         ^^^^^  B^^^    ^^^^  ^^^ 

original  Trust.    But  there  is  nothing  final :  ^^        J  ^  ^         ^^^     j^ 

about  the  £7,000     If  -Commit^  of  |  JJ^">^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^.^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

the  proportion  shouW  be  smaller,  it  would   to  me  that  m  the  mterests  of  education 
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itself  it  is  desirable  that  a  fixed  sum 
should  be  applied  year  by  year  for  the 
purpose  of  education  in  Glasgow.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  you  are  depart- 
ing, to  some  extent,  from  the  intention 
of  the  endowers  of  this  fund  by  applying 
any  part  of  it  to  the  education  of  children 
in  Glasgow  generally.  The  money  will 
be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
of  the  young  people  of  Glasgow,  and  of  a 
very  much  enlarged  Glasgow.  I  argue, 
then,  that  it  is  not  too  soon  to  deal  with 
this  matter,  and,  indeed,  that  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Scottish  Education  Bill 
is  a  good  reason  for  a  revision  and  a  final 
settlement  of  this  question,  and  for  fixing 
a  definite  sum  which  shall,  year  by  year, 
be  applied  for  educational  purposes  to 
the  best  possible  effect.  I  think  it  is 
desirable  that  the  methods  in  which  that 
money  is  to  be  applied  should  be  fixed 
in  some  way  and  should  be  left  to  be 
managed  and  altered  from  time  to  time, 
as  may  be  necessary,  by  the  authorities 
controlling  this  particular  Trust  and  the 
education  authority  of  Glasgow  itself.  I 
ask  your  Lordships  to  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time  and  send  it  to  a  Committee. 
There  will  be  several  questions  that  .will 
come  before  the  Committee.  The  first 
question  the  Committee  will  have  to 
decide  will  be.  Is  it  desirable  that  the 
schools  of  the  Hutchesons'  Trust  should 
be  abolished  and  be  merged  in  the  general 
school  system  of  Glasgow  ?  The  second 
question  will  be,  Is  it  desirable  that  the 
sum  to  be  applied  annually  from  this 
Trust  for  education  in  Glasgow  should  be 
a  fixed  sum  ?  The  Bill  proposes  £7,000, 
and  the  Committee  will  have  to  decide 
whether  it  shall  be  that  sum,  or  whether 
the  amount  shall  be  higher  or  lower. 
Finally,  the  Committee  will  have  to  de- 
cide whether  the  methods  by  which  it  is 
proposed  to  apply  the  funds  are  good 
ones,  and,  if  not,  in  what  way  they  can  be 
amended.  These  are  all  subjects  with 
which  a  Committee  of  your  Lordships' 
House  are  well  able  to  deal,  and  I  trust 
you  will  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\" 
-—{The  Lord  Tweed moutJi.) 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Tweedmouth  has  gone 
in  some  detail  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill, 

Lord  Tweedmouth. 


as  perhaps  was  necessary  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  I  have  given  notice  to  move  its 
rejection.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
excuse  me  if  I  do  not  follow  him  into 
those  details,  but  lay  before  your  Lord- 
ships in  a  very  few  words  the  reasons 
for  the  Amendment  which  I  have  placed 
on  the  Paper.  It  is  only  necessary  for 
me  to  go  back  as  far  as  the  year  1885. 
In  that  year  the  Commissioners,  of  whom 
I  think  Lord  BaKour  of  Burleigh  was 
Chairman,  made  a  scheme  for  Hutche- 
sons' Hospital  under  the  Act  of  1882; 
and,  to  put  it  shortly,  the  result  was  this : 
they  decided  that  for  tiie  future  two- 
thirds  of  the  income  of  the  hospital  was 
to  be  applied  to  education  and  the  re- 
mainder to  pensions.  A  body  of  twenty- 
one  governors  was  appointed  to  ad- 
minister this  Trust,  and  the  majority  of 
those  governors — ^namely,  I  think,  four- 
teen out  of  the  twenty-one — ^are  now 
approaching  this  House  to  secure  an  al- 
teration of  the  Trust  and  the  terms  of 
the  scheme  which  they  were  only  ap- 
pointed to  administer.  In  reality  the 
governors,  as  such,  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  the  constitution  of  the  Trust 
imder  which  they  work  than  any  other 
members  of  the  community.  My  first 
objection  to  the  Bill  is  this,  that  it  is  an 
attempt  by  a  private  Bill  to  alter  a 
public  Act  of  JParUament.  I  am  not 
going  to  argue  that  question  now,  but 
it  is  one  which  is  open  to  a  great  deal  of 
argument.  The  next  objection  to  the 
Bill  is  that  it  proposes  to  sell  the  schools 
of  the  Trust.  Since  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced it  has  been  entirely  altered.  The 
Bill  as  presented  to  this  House  set  out 
that  they  had  made  an  agreement  with 
the  School  Board  for  Glasgow  to  take 
over  the  schools.  For  reasons  with 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  trouble 
your  Lordships,  the  School  Board  for 
Glasgow  have  changed  their  mind,  and, 
so  far  from  assenting  to  this  Bill,  they 
are. opposing  it. 

I  own  that  when  I  first  looked  into  the 
matter  it  appeared  to  me  that  if  the 
governors  wished  to  alter  the  Trust  they 
ought  to  have  adopted  a  course  which  was 
laid  down  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  and 
have  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Session. 
The  Court  of  Session  is  in  Scotland; 
the  majority  and  the  minority  of  the 
governors  are  resident  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  the  matter  might  have  been 
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inquired  into  by  the  Court  of  Session. 
Bat,  on  looking  into  the  matter  further, 
I  must  say  it  does  appear  that  this  is  not 
an  amendment  or  an  alteration  of  the 
scheme,  which  could  be  dealt  with  in 
that  way,  but  an  absolutely  new  scheme, 
and  therefore  I  do  not  think  that  the 
argument  that  they  ought  not  to  have 
applied  to  Parliament  would  fairly  apply. 
But,  at  all  events,  I  think  your  Lord- 
ships will  be  of  opinion  that  if  this  *  Bill 
is  to  go  to  a  Committee,  the  opinion  of 
those  governors  who  are  opposed  to  it 
ought  to  be  placed  before  the  Committee 
quite  as  strongly  and  on  the  same  terms 
as  those  of  the  governors  who  are  in 
favour  of  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  so 
doubtful  is  the  procedure  which  is  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  that  the  governors 
have  no  right  whatever  to  apply  the 
funds  of  the  Trust  to  the  promotion  of 
this  Bill.  I  have  looked  at  the  Bill  to 
see  how  it  was  proposed  to  provide  for 
the  costs.  The  Bill  is  promoted  by 
fourteen  of  the  governors,  and  they  have 
inserted  a  clause  empowering  them  to 
pay  their  own  expenses  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  Trust,  which  they  were  really 
appointed  only  to  administer,  and  which 
they  have  no  special  right,  any  more 
than  anybody  else,  to  propose  to  alter. 
If  it  is  right  that  their  views  should  be 
placed  before  the  Committee  and  that 
their  expenses  should  be  paid,  1  hope 
the  House  will  be  of  opinion  that  the 
views  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
Bill  should  also  be  placed  before  the 
Committee  and  that  their  expenses  should 
be  paid  in  a  similar  manner. 

I  know  that  your  Lordships  are  always 
unwiUing  to  give  instructions  to  a  Com- 
mittee, but  I  think  this  is  a  matter  which 
is  really  of  very  considerable  importance, 
and  in  which  an  exception  should  be 
made.  If  the  views  of  the  minority  are  not 
placed  before  the  Committee,  I  do  not  see 
how  the  Committee  will  be  able  to  judge 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  opposition.  In  the 
Scottish  Education  Bill,  which  is  now 
before  ParUameut,  there  is  a  clause  deaUng 
with  the  transfer  of  schools,  under  which 
this  transfer  might  be  carried  out,  pro- 
vided that  the  School  Board  agreed  to 
accept  the  schools.  I  do  not,  however, 
wish  to  go  into  that  now.  What  I  would 
suggest  to  the  House  is  that  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  should  be  called  to  this 
point.     I  am  not  aware  that  the  minority 
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of  governors  have  up  to  the  present  time 
petitioned  against  the  Bill.  I  only  know 
one  of  them,  Professor  Ramsey,  and  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  and  the  other 
governors  in  the  minority  have  or  have  not 
petitioned  against  the  Bill,  but  I  think  it 
is  very  likely  they  will  not  be  willing  to 
incur  personally  the  cost  of  opposing  the 
Bill.  The  result  will  be  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  be  placed  in  possession  of 
their  views.  I  suggest  that  if  the  costs, 
of  the  majority  of  the  governors  are  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Trust  it  is  only 
fair  that  the  costs  of  the  minority  should 
be  so  paid.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
opinion  of  my  noble  friend  Lord  Balfour 
of  Burleigh  may  be  with  regard  to  a  sug- 
gestion of  that  kind,  but  if  he  were  in 
favour  of  its  being  in  some  way  brought 
before  the  Committee  then  I  think  that  in 
all  the  circumstances  I  should  not  be 
inchned  to  press  my  opposition  to  the  Bill 
to  the  extent  of  refusing  it  a  Second  Read- 
ing. I  formally  move  my  Amendment 
until  I  hear  what  opinion  may  be  expressed 
on  this  point. 


Amendment  moved — 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  add  at 
the  end  of  the  Motion  the  words  *  this  day  six 
months.*  " — {The  Earl  of  Camperdown,) 

The  Earl  of  KINTORE  :  My  Lords, 
perhaps  it  would  l>e  convenient  that  I 
should  state  in  a  word  or  two  the  view  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  with  regard  to 
this  Bill.  I  hope  I  am  justified  in  think- 
ing, from  the  remarks  that  have  just  fallen 
from  my  noble  friend,  that  it  is  not  his 
intention  to  persist  in  his  Amendment  for 
the  summary  rejection  of  the  Bill  by  refus- 
ing it  a  Second  Reading.  The  Bill,  no 
doubt,  does  offer  several  points  for  criti- 
cism, and  it  is  not  one  to  which  it  is  pos- 
sible  to  pledge  the  Government's  support. 
At  the  same  time,  the  Government  do  not 
wish  to  go  so  far  as  to  support  its  rejection 
on  Second  Reading.  They  think  that  the 
better  and  more  convenient  course  is 
not  to  oppose  the  Second  Reading,  but,, 
reserving  full  freedom  of  action  at  later 
stages,  to  agree  to  the  Second  Reading, 
and  send  the  Bill  upstairs  to  a  Committee. 

The  acting  CHAIRMAN  or  COM- 
MITTEES (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  : 
My  Lords,  I  think  it  is  probable  that,  hold  - 
ing  the  position  which  I  do  at  the  present 
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time,  the  House  will  not  unnaturally 
expect  a  few  words  of  guidance  on  this 
matter  from  me.  Perhaps  I  ought  just 
to  say  a  word^as  to  the  position  in  which  I, 
personally,  am  placed,  as  both  the  noble 
Lord  who  moved  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill,  and  the  noble  Earl  who  moved 
its  rejection,  have  stated  that  it  is  in  fact 
a  Bill  for  the  alteration  of  a  decision 
which  was  come  to  by  a  Conunission  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  over  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  preside.  It  was,  I  may 
mention,  the  first  Chairmanship  which  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  occupying,  and  it  was 
given  to  me  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite, 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  he  will,  no  doubt,  very 
well  recollect.  When  this  Bill  was  pre- 
sented last  year  at  the  Scottish  Office  in 
the  form  of  an  Order  under  the  Private 
Bill  (Scotland)  Procedure  Act,  I  agreed 
with  my  noble  friend  Lord  Morley,  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  of  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  that,  owing  to  the  circum- 
stances in  which  J  was  placed,  and  the 
manner  in  which  I  had  been  identified 
with  the  previous  decision,  it  would  be 
better  that  it  should  not  go  forward  under 
that  Act,  but  should  come  to  Parliament 
to  be  decided  here,  and  that  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chairman  of  Committees  should 
exercise  his  discretion  over  the  formal 
stages  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  rather  by  an 
irony  of  circumstances,  that  the  very 
state  of  things,  which  I  desired  to  avoid, 
has  now  come  about,  and  I  find  myself, 
by  the  action  which  I  then  took,  in  the 
very  position  which  I  did  not  want  to  be 
in. 

The  noble  Lord  who  moved  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  has  so  fairly 
and  satisfactorily  stated  the  circum- 
stances that  I  do  not  think  I  need  say  a 
word  about  the  narrative  or  the  reasons 
for  which  this  Bill  comes  before  us. 
As  has  been  stated,  the  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  effect  certain  very 
important  changes  in  the  destination  of 
Hutchesons'  Fund.  It  is  to  end  the 
schools,  to  alter  the  division  of  the  funds 
between  the  charitable  and  the  educa. 
tional  sides  of  the  Trust,  and  to  alter  the 
allocation  of  the  funds,  whatever  they 
may  be,  which  are  hereafter  to  be  devoted 
to  educational  purposes.  The  noble  Lord 
who  moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  seemed 
to  suggest  that  this  ought  to  have  been 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh, 


effected  by  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of 
Session  in  Scotland. 

TheEarlofCAMPBRDOWN:  I  bej? 
the  noble  Lord's  pardon.  I  said  I  at 
first  thought  that,  but  that  on  further 
consideration,  owing  to  the  revolution- 
ary nature  of  the  Bill,  I  could  not  urge 
that  argimient. 

Lord  BALFOUR  op  BURLEIGH: 
That  was  exactly  the  point  I  was  going 
to  make.  These  changes  are  so  revolu- 
tionary that  I  do  not  think  the  Court, 
under  the  powers  given  to  it  by  the 
statute,  woidd  have  consented  to  under- 
take such  a  revision.  The  noble  Lord 
also  said  it  was  Wrong  that  the  schools 
should  be  sold,  and  seemed  to  animadvert 
upon  the  changes  which  have  been  made 
in  the  Bill.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
in  that  point,  because  the  School  Board 
was  the  first  to  change  its  position.  The 
School  Board  was,  I  think,  perfectly 
justified  in  changing  its  position  if  it 
liked,  because  it  is  a  different  Board  from 
the  one  which  was  in  office  when  this 
proposal  was  first  brought  forward.  With 
regard  to  the  point  which  my  noble  friend, 
Lord  Camperdown,  made  as  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  minority,  I  think  that  is  a 
perfectly  fair  subject  for  consideration 
by  the  Committee,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  be  considered  by  them.  I 
have  made  inquiry  to-day,  and  I  find 
that  the  minority  of  the  trustees  have 
presented  a  petition  and  will,  therefore, 
be  able  to  put  their  views  before  the 
Committee.  I  do  not  think  this  is  the 
proper  time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this 
proposal,  and  I  do  not  propose,  therefore, 
to  go  into  the  advantages  or  disadvan- 
tages of  it.  If  I  have  an  opinion,  I  am 
boimd  to  say  that^  at  any  rate  as  regards 
some  of  the  changes,  I  think  they  go  too 
far,  and  I  think  they  are  too  revolution- 
ary ;  but  I  cannot  take  up  the  position, 
after  a  lapse  of  nearly  twenty  years  since 
the  present  arrangement  was  made,  and 
after  the  changes  which  have  been  brought 
about  in  secondary  and  higher  education 
in  Scotland,  that  there  is  no  case  for  some 
change.  Personally,  I  should  deprecate 
very  much  the  changing  of  the  proportion 
to  be  devoted  to  pensions  and  to  educa- 
tion. But,  although  my  opinion  is  in 
that  direction,  I  am  not  prepared,  as 
Chairman  of  Committees,  to  suggest  to 
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Farliament  that  that  is  a  matter  so  con- 
trary to  the  procedure  and  practice  of 
ParUament  that  it  should  not  be  dis- 
cussed if  the  majority  of  the  trustees 
wish  to  have  discussion  upon  it.  If  I 
liave  any  great  regret,  it  is  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  funds  of  this 
charitable  institution  should  be  spent 
in  a  contest  of  this  kind,  and  to  that 
extent  I  regret  the  action  of  the  majority 
of  the  patrons. 

I  am  able  to  say  that  if  your  Lord- 
ships consent  to  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading  there  is  no  fear  whatever  that 
the  points  at  issue  will  not  be  fully  dis-  I 
cnased   upstairs.      Seven  petitions  have  I 
been  presented    against    the    Bill,  and,  | 
in  all  the  circumstances,  I  think  we  may  : 
rely  upon   it  that  the  matter  will   be  | 
fully  discussed   before   the   tribunal   to ! 
whom  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  send  it. 
Perhaps  I  ought  to  say  that  I  have  re-  j 
ceived  a  paper  to-day  from  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  to  the  effect  that  it  is  intended  i 
to  oppose  the  locus  standi  of  some  of  the  I 
bodies  who  have  petitioned  against  the  ! 
BilL    I  am  satisfied  that  most,  if  not  all,  ' 
of  these  bodies  are  interested  in  effect  in 
this  matter,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
if  it  should  turn  out  that,  according  to 
the  Rules  of  Parliament,  narrowly  con-  | 
strued,  material  interests  such  as  these  i 
are  shut  out  from  a  hearing  upstairs,  my  { 
attitude  towards  the  Bill  would  be  very  ; 
greatly    changed.    Undoubtedly,     great  ; 
changes  are  proposed,  and  it  is  only  right 
that  they   shoidd  be   fully  discussed  in 
the  light  of  all  the  information  and  in  { 
the  presence  of,  and  by,  those  who  will 
be  most  affected  by  the  ultimate  decision  ! 
come  to.    On  the  whole,  I  think  it  would  , 
be  wise  not  to  interfere  in  this  case  with  I 
the  ordinary  practice  of  this  House,  but 
to  send  this  Bill  to  a  tribunal  upstairs, 
where,  in  the  light  of  full  information, 
what  I  believe  will  be  a  just  and  a  fair 
decision  will  be  come  to.     On  the  whole,  i 
therefore,  I  support  the  Second  Reading.  \ 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  Would  the  i 
noble  Lord  state  his  opinion  with  regard  | 
to  help  being  given  to  the  minority  to  j 
bring  their  case  forward  ?  i 

Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH  :  I 
think  the  usual  practice  is,  that  the  matter 
should  be  brought  before  the  Committee. 
If  the  CJommittee  thought  that  a  minority 


had  acted  frivolously  or  without  due 
cause,  they  would  probably  not  o  er 
their  expenses  to  be  paid ;  but,  if  they 
think,  as  I  think  it  is  probable  that  in 
this  case  they  will,  that  substantial  in* 
terests  are  affected,  and  that  these  highly- 
respectable  and  influential  gentlemen 
have  not  acted  frivolously,  I  should 
personally  express  the  hope  that  con- 
sideration would  be  given  to  the  point 
raised  by  Lord  Camperdown.  That  is  a 
matter  which  can  safely  be  left  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  Committee. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH:  I  am  sure 
those  who  are  supporting  this  Bill  will 
agree  with  what  has  just  been  said  by 
Lord  Balfour,  and  I  hope  that,  in  the 
circumstances,  my  noble  friend  will  with- 
draw his  Amendment  for  the  rejection 
of  the  Bill. 

The  Earl  op  CAMPERDOWN:  In 
view  of  the  statement  that  has  been  made 
that  the  minority  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  stating  their  views,  I  beg  to  withdraw 
my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2»,  and  com- 
mitted:  the  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TRADE   REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.    3138.    Denmark   (Iceland);    No. 
3139.     Servia. 

JUDICIAL  STATISTICS  (ENGLAND  AND 
WALES)  1W)2  (PART  H.  CIVIL  JU- 
DICIAL STATISTICS). 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Judical  Com- 
I  mittee  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  House 
I  of  Lords,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, County  Courts  and  other  Civil 
j  Courts,  edited  by  Sir  John  Macdonell, 
i  C.B.,  LL.D.,  a  Master  of  the  Supreme 
I  Court. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 
Report  of  a  public  inquiry  held  under 
Sections   16  and  23  of  the  Education 
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Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [H.L.]. 
The  Report  of    Amendments    to    be 
received    To-morrow,    and    Bill    to  be 
printed  as  amended  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House.   (No.  45.) 

ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 
Brought  from  ths  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;   and  to  be  read  2»  To- 
morrow  (The  Viscount  Hutchinson  [E, 
Donoughmnre,] )  (No.  46.) 


OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES)  BILL  [h.l.] 

[Second  Rbadin  , 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  MONKSWELL:  My  Lords,  in 
1894  the  Legislature  legalised  a  practice 
already  adopted  by  a  great  number  of 
boards  of  guardians  of  giving  outdoor 
relief  to  applicants  without  taking  into 
consideration  money  that  they  received 
from  friendly  societies.  What  this  Bill 
proposes  to  do  is  to  make  that  practice 
universal,  but  only  as  regards  sick  pay, 
and  only  as  regards  sick  pay  up  to  5s.  a 
week.  This  Bill  is  well  known  to  many 
of  your  Lordships.  It  has  twice  passed 
the  House  of  Commons  unopposed,  and 
it  has  twice,  I  regret  to  say,  been  rejected 
by  your  Lordships ;  but  last  year  it  was 
only  rejected  by  the  very  narrow  majority 
of  fifty-seven  to  fifty,  and  I  think  I  am 
entitled  to  say  that  the  opposition  on 
that  occasion  was  not  either  very  fierce 
or  very  determined.  On  that  occasion 
my  noble  and  learned  friend  Lord  James 
of  Hereford  was  unfortunate  enough  to 
be  opposed  by  Lord  Northbrook,  who 
led  the  opposition  to  this  Bill,  but  he 
merely  opposed  the  Bill  on  one  point. 
He  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  information  to  hand  as  to 
the  working  of  the  Act  of  1894.  Lord 
James  was  unfortunately  opposed  also 
by  the  noble  Earl  the  Leaaer  of  the 


Opposition  on  the  same  ground,  but  I 
hope  that  the  Bill  will  on  this  occasion 
be  read  a  second  time,  as  both  these 
noble  Earls  will,  I  understand,  explain 
to  the  House  that  they  do  not  intend 
to    continue    their    opposition   to    the 

I  measure. 

1 

The  attitude  of  the  supporters  of  the 
Bill  has  always  been  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  more  information  than  we 
have  got.  Since  the  year  1894  we  have 
had  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
Act  of  that  year,  and  our  experience  has 
been  this,  that  although,  no  doubt,  there 
have  been  some  differences  of  opinion 
between  boards  of  guardians,  still,  in 
the  main,  those  boards  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  option  given  diem  by 
the  Act  of  1894.  Surely,  as  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  said  last^year,  uni- 
formity is  desirable  in  the  matter  of  the 
administration  of  Poor  Law  relief  in 
regard  to  friendly  societies.  Under  the 
present  system,  as  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  explained,  whether  a  man  does^ 
or  does  not,  get  any  benefit  from  siok 
pay  from  a  friendly  society  depends 
rather  upon  geography  than  upon  the 
justice  ot  his  case.  It  does  not  only 
depend  on  the  particular  board  of 
guardians  that  may  have  to  settle  this 
question,  but,  where  the  board  is  equally 
divided  in  opinion,  it  depends  on 
whether  or  not  certain  guardians 
happen  to  be  present  at  the  par- 
ticular meeting  whidi  settles  the 
case.  Therefore  you  may  say  that 
whether  a  man  gets  the  advantage  of  his 
thrift  in  subscribing  to  a  friendly  society 
or  not,  depends  not  only  on  geography^ 
but  also  on  the  chance  presence  or  absence 
of  a  particular  member  of  a  board  of 
guardians.  That  is  to  say,  at  present 
the  matter  is  a  mere  lottery.  What  the 
friendly  societies  say  is  this,  that  there  is 
no  sufficient  inducement  for  a  man  to 
subscribe  to  friendly  societies  in  order 
that  he  may  obtain  side  pay.  He  does 
not  know  whether  he  wUl  obtain  any 
benefit.  He  may  obtain  a  benefit,  but 
he  may  not. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  put  the 
case  last  year  of  two  men  talking  over  the 
matter.  One  of  them  said,  ''lam  going 
to  pay  into  a  friendly  society  and  I  shall 
get  sick  pay  of  5s.  a  week  if  I  am  ill,"  and 
the  other  man  replied,  *'  I  shall  not  pay 
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in,  because  when  I'm  ill  the  board  of 
guardians  may  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  I  get  5h,  a  week  from  a 
friendly  society  and  give  me  no  more. 
Thit  is  to  Bay,  if  you  pay  into  the  friendly 
B-'ciety  and  I  do  not,  we  may  both  get 
exactly  the  same  when  we  are  ill."  Certain 
objections  have  been  taken  to  this  Bill. 
It  has  been  objected  to  on  the  ground 
that  it,  in  point  of  fact,  proposed  a 
revolution  in  the  principle  of  the  Poor 
Law,  and  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the 
Statute  of  Elizabeth,  which  enacts  that 
the  only  claim  to  outdoor  relief  is  destitu- 
tion. Whether  this  Bill  is  or  is  not 
consistent  with  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  does 
notseem  to  me  to  be  before  yourLordships 
to-day,  because,  if  it  was  wrong  to  say  that 
thrift  ought  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  granting  outdoor  relief,  that  wrong 
was  done  by  the  Act  of  1894.  Again,  3 
it  is  said,  as  it  is  said,  Why  do  you  give 
special  privileges  to  friendly  societies  over 
other  forms  of  thirif t  ?  The  answer  to 
that  is  that  that  preference  has  already 
b^en  given  by  the  Act  of  1894.  More-  j 
over,  it  appear  to  me  that  even  on  its 
merits  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for 
special  privileges  being  given  to  friendly 
societies,  for  they  save  an  untold  amount 
in  the  rates  through  the  thrift  they  in- 
culcate among  the  poor.  If  you  pass  this 
Bill  more  people  will  pay  into  these 
friendly  societies,  and  consequently  fewer 
of  them  will  come  upon  the  rates. 

I  would  again  emphasise  the  fact  that  i 
this  is  merely  a  Bill  to  deal  with  sick  pay  i 
which  stands  on  a  totally  different  footing 
from  any  other  kind  of  relief  granted  by  j 
the   friendly  societies.      The  difference 
was  very  well  put  by  Sir  Hugh  Owen, 
when  he  was  advising  the  Government  to  ' 
bring  in  t&e  Bill  of  1894.     He  said— 

**  Sick  pay  is  in  some  degree  destined  for  the 
restoration  of  the  health  ofthe  subsoriber.*' 

That  is  a  very  special  and  important 
reason  why  you  should  be  specially 
indulcent  in  the  matter  of  sick  pay. 
Boards  of  guardicjis  can  give  what  is 
neeessary,  but  not  more  than  is  necessary, 
and  the  difference  between  what  the 
board  of  guardians  give  and  the  5s.  that 
the  man  may  get  out  of  his  friendly 
society  is  this,  that  the  extra  Ss.  will  be 
just  about  what  he  would  have  to  pay 
for  a  nuise.  The  result  is  that  a  man 
who  subscribes  to  a  friendly  society  has 


the  advantage  himseU  of  getting  better 
sooner  and  more  completely,  and  that 
is  an  advantage  which  is  shared  not  only 
by  himself  and  his  family  but  by  the 
community  generally.  This  Bill  legaUseB 
nothing  that  was  not  legal  before. 

In  connection  with  this  Bill  I  have  two 
great  grounds  for  regret.  First  of  all,  I 
regret  very  much  that  the  Bill  was  not 
introduced  again  by  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  opposite,  and  I  regret  still  more 
that  it  was  not  made  a  Government 
measure,  as  it  clearly  ought  to  have  been,^ 
because  the  Qovernment  have  over  and 
over  again  blessed  the  Bill.  Last  year,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Walter  Long, 
representing  the  Local  Gk>vemment 
Board,  said — 

**  The  BiU  has  been  considered  by  my  Depart- 
ment, which  is  responsible  for  the  Poor  Law 
administration  of  the  country.  It  has  been 
carefully  examined  by    experts   and    men    of 

freat  experience  in  the  aaministration  of  the 
^oor  Law,  and  I  have  most  carefully  con- 
sidered it  myself.  In  addition  to  that  the- 
Bill  was  most  carefully  considered  by  the- 
CSabinet  as  a  whole,  audit  was  decided  that 
it  was  worthy  of  the  support  of  this  House,  and* 
one  which  we  sincerely  hope  to  see  accepted, 
and  placed  upon  the  Statute-book." 

This  year  we  have  got  further  than 
the  opinion  even  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  (Jovemment  Board.  Speaking  on 
23rd  March,  the  Prime  Minister,  referring 
to  this  measure,  said — 

"The  Gk>vemment  entirely  approve  of  the 
BiU  and  will  do  all  they  can  to  further  its 
progress." 

I  am  told  that  I  have  made  an  error  in 
tactics  in  introducing  this  Bill  first  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  If  I  have  committed 
that  error  I  am  not  solely  responsible, 
because  I  am  acting  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  friendly  societies.  And,, 
my  Lords,  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  for  the  point  of  view  that  the 
friendly  societies  take  up.  They  are 
disappointed— aeeply  disappointed— that 
your  Lordships  should  have  twice  refused 
to  pass  a  BiU  that  had  practically  the 
unanimous  assent  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  Notwithstanding  that  dis- 
appointment they  desire  to  treat  your 
Lordships'  House  with  the  utmost  respect 
and  to  be  perfectly  conciliatory  in  this 
matter,  and  they  have  deemed  it  more 
courteous  not  to  press  a  Bill  again 
upon  your  Lordships  through  the  House 
of  Commons,     What  good  would  that 
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•do  t     Tour  Lordships  know  the  opinion  ] 
of  the  House  of  Commons  upon  it.     It ; 
would  add   nothing  to  its   authority  to  I 
Nsend  it  up  again  through  the  House  of  I 
Commons,    and    the    friendly    societies  I 
think   it  better  to  ask  your  Lordships'  | 
House  on  its  own  initiative  to  give  the  ' 
Bill  a  Second  Reading,     They  are  confi- 
-dent  that  this  House  will  give  all  the  I 
weight  that  ought  to  be  attached  to  a 
Bill  that  comes  up,  as  this  Bill  has  come  | 
up,  twice  from  the  House  of  Commons.  ' 
It  is    no  use  accentuating  what    your  I 
Xordships  know  perfectly  well  already.  . 
In  conclusion,  therefore,  let  me  express 
my  very  earnest  hope  that  at  the  third 
*time  of  asking  your  Lordships  will    be 
pleaspd  to  give  a  Second  Reading  to  this 
Bill,   and  will  not   again    bitterly  dis- 
4kppoint  the  hopes  of  4,000,000  of  the 
jnost  thrifty  and  best-conducted  working 
-people  of  this  country. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
-2*;'— (Lorrf  MonkswM.) 

♦The  Eabl  op  NORTHBROOK  :  My 
Lords,  on  two  occasions  I  ventured  to 
vtbink  it  my  duty  to  present  to  your 
Lordships  certain  reasons  why  I  thought 
"that  further  information  was  necessary 
before  your  Lordships  agreed  to  the  Bill, 
the  Second  Reading  of  which  has 
Just  been  moved,  and  I  think 
perhaps  it  is  right  that  I  should 
4Btate  at  once  what  course  I  propose  to 
tiJce  on  the  present  occasion.  The  noble 
Lord  has  indicated  to  your  Lordships 
that  the  Prime  Minister  has  distinctly 
stated  in  another  place  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  use  the  whole  power  of  the 
Government  in  order  to  support  this  Bill. 
That  being  so,  it  would  be  putting  your 
Lordships'  to  unnecessary  inconvenience 
if  I  were  to  bring  forward  a  Motion  for 
its  rejection  in  this  House.  I  know  the 
power  of  the  Government  in  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
wrong  for  me  to  take  that  course.  But 
in  arriving  at  that  conclusion  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  nothing  in  the  speech 
d  the  noble  Lord  has  in  any  way  altered 
ihe  opinion  which  I  have  held  regarding 
the  Bill. 

I  wish  also  to  say  a  few  words  in  de- 
ience  of  the  conduct  of  your  Lordships 
^ith  regard  to  this  Bill,  because  that 

Xard  MonkswelL 


conduct  has  been  partly  impugned  by  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down»  and 
it  has  been  freely  attacked  oatside 
this  House.  In  the  year  I894»  aft  the 
noble  Lord  has  said,  a  Bill  was  in- 
troduoed  into  this  House  by  a  private 
Member  to  legalise  the  proceedings  of 
boards  of  guardians  in  not  taJdng 
into  consideration,  in  awarding  outdoor 
relief,  the  receipts  of  the  applicants  from 
friendly  societies.  That  Bill  gave  a 
discretionary  power  to  boards  of 
guardians,  and  when  it  was  introduced 
the  noble  Lord  who  was  then  Leader  of 
the  House — my  noble  &iend  the  late 
Earl  of  Rimberley — said  he  thought  the 
Bill  was  wrong  in  principle,  but  at  tie 
same  time  it  was  desirable  to  pass 
it  in  order  to  legalise  a  practice  which 
had  grown  up.  The  noble  Lord,  the  then 
Leader  of  the  Opposition— the  late  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury — spoke  still  more 
strongly  on  the  matter.  Lord  Salisbury 
said  on  that  occasion  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  discretion  given  to  boards  of  guar- 
dians should  be  absolute.  Therefore  the 
Act  of  1894  passed  your  Lordships'  House 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  the 
concession  given  in  respect  to  members  of 
friendly  societies  should  be  discretionary, 
and  should  be  considered  by  the 
guardians  when  they  came  to  deal  with 
each  individual  case.  That  is  the  position 
of  your  Lordships  in  respect  to  the  Act  of 
1894.  That  Act  had  only  been  passed  one 
year  when  there  was  a  very  important 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Aged  Poor, 
which  made  the  following  recommenda- 
tion— 

'*  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  undeur- 
able  to  interfere,  either  by  statute  or  Order, 
with  the  discretion  now  vested  in  boards  ol 
guardians  as  to  the  manner  in  which  reliel 
should  be  given,  since  it  is  in  our  view  of 
essential  importance  that  guardians  shoold 
have  power  to  deal  on  its  merits  with  each 
individual  case." 

That  was  in  1895.  Notwithstanding 
that,  the  Bill  was  passed  on  the  distinct 
understanding  thatthepower  should  be  dis- 
cretionary. Notwithstanding  the  opinion 
of  that  Commission,  from  that  day  to  this 
there  has  been  a  constant  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  Lord  and  others  with 
whom  he  has  acted  in  this  matter  to 
change  that  principle,  and  to  make  it 
compulsory  upon  boards  of  guardians 
j  not  to  consider  the  friendly  society  sick 
pay  of  any  applicant  for  outdoor  reliel. 
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The  fiist  compufaory  Bill  was  introduced 
only  two  years  after  the  disciMionary  Bill 
was  passed.  For  several  years  those  tf^ 
tempts  were  opposed  by  the  (Jovemment-t 
Suddenly,  however,  a  change  took  place. 
In  1901  there  was  a  qualified  support  of 
the  Bill  on  the  part  et  the  Local  Gk>vem- 
ment  Board  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  when  the  Bill  came  up  to  this  House 
the  matter  was  considered  to  be  an  open 
question.  Noble  Lords  were  not  to  take 
it  as  a  Party  question,  and  it  was  inti- 
mated that  Members  could  vote  according 
to  their  lights.  On  that  occasion  there 
was  a  majority  of  two  to  one  against  the 
Bill — the  same  Bill  as  that  which  the 
moble  Lord  has  now  introduced.  Jjast 
year  the  Bill  again  came  up  to  this 
House  and  we  decided  that  we  would 
not  attempt  to  throw  it  out,  but  we 
thought  we  had  a  right  to  receive  some 
iurther  information  before  being  asked 
to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  importance. 
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I  do  not  think  that  any  of  your  Lord- 
ships will  deny  that  to  pass  an  Act 
absolutely  debarring  boards  of  guardians 
from  considering  the  merits  of  individual 
<!ase8  that  come  before  them  for 
relief  is  a  great  and  substantial 
change  in  the  principle  of  the 
Poor  Law.  That  being  so,  we 
desired  that  a  Select  Committee  might 
be  appointed  to  hear  the  reasons  that 
friendly  societies  had  to  give  for 
introducing  the  Bill,  and  to  see  whether 
they  could  establish  the  ground  they 
took — namely,  that  sufficient  considera- 
tion was  not  given  to  members  of 
friendly  societies  by  the  different  boards 
of  guardians.  The  division  which  took 
place  last  year  on  the  Bill  was  con- 
sidered to  be  a  division  on  the  question 
whether  there  should  or  should  not  be 
41  Select  Committee  for  that  purpose. 
A  small  majority  was  in  favour  of  a 
fOommittee,  and  it  became  my  duty  to 
^ask  your  Lordships  to  agree  to  the 
;appointment  of  a  Committee.  I  regret 
to  remind  your  Lordships  that  the 
friendly  societies  intimated,  through  my 
noble  &iend  Lord  Portsmouth,  that  they  , 
would  decline  to  give  any  evidence  before  |  *The  Eakl  op  NORTHBROOK  :  At 
the  Committee,  even  if  your  Lordships  i  any  rate  this  measure  raises  a  question  of 
^ere  to  appoint  it.  In  those  circum- '  very  greatdifficulty  and  importance,  and 
stances,  I  considered  that  it  would  have  j  one  which  in  the  opinion  of  those  of  us 

who  supported  the   appointment    of    a 


been  futile  to  ask  your  Lordships  to  agree 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee. 
That  is  how  the  question  stands  in  re- 
gard to  ytMur  Lordships'  House,  and  I  do 
not  think  anyone  caa  sskj  that  your 
Lordships  have  treated  this  question 
otherwise  than  with  great  calmness  and 
with  great  consideration,  and  I  assert 
that  in  no  speech  that  has  been  made 
on  this  Bill,  although  we  doubted  its 
propriety,  has  a  word  been  said  against 
the  great  value  of  friendly  societies. 
I  have  myself  on  several  occasions  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere  expressed  myself  in 
favour  of  those  societies.  As  far  as  your 
Lordships'  position  in  the  matter  is  con- 
cerned, I  think  it  would  be  exceedingly 
unjust  to  charge  your  Lordships  with  any 
hostility  to  friendly  societies  in  conse- 
quence of  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
treated  the  BilL  The  noble  Lord  who 
moved  the  Second  Beading  said  that  in  his 
opinion  it  is  right  to  give  a  preference  to 
friendly  societies.  That  is  just  one  of  the 
questions  upon  which  inquiry  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Your  Lordships  are  aware  of 
the  mass  of  savings  of  the  people  of 
this  country  quite  apart  from  friendly 
societies.  I  find  that  the  sum  of 
£322,000,000  represents  the  funds  of 
provident  societies  and  Post  Office  and 
other  savings  banks.  If  we  take 
£30,000,000  from  that  for  the  money 
in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  which 
may  be  represented  as  invested  by 
people  of  the  better  class,  there  is  a  sum 
of  nearly  £300,000,000  remaining.  Would 
your  Lordships  be  surprised  to  know 
that  out  of  these  savings  there  is  only 
some  £38,000,000  in  the  friendly  societies  ? 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  right  or  just,  if 
this  is  a  proper  measure,  that  those  who 
have  savings  of  other  kinds  should  not 
have  exactly  the  same  privilege  as  those 
with  savings  in  the  friendly  societies. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  My  argument 
was  that  that  preference  had  been  already 
given  in  1894,  and  that  it  was  not  given 
for  the  first  time  by  this  Bill. 


t  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth  Series],  page 
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capital  of  the  friendly  societies  is  pro- 
bably not  a  fifth  of  the  whole  of  the 
savings  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
I  say  that  it  is  a  question  for  inquiry 
whether  other  savings  should  not  be 
treated  in  a  similar  manner.  But  as 
the  friendly  societies  declined  to  give  evi- 
dence before  this  Conmiittee  we  were 
precluded  from  receiving  the  information 
which,  in  my  opinion,  was  absolutely 
necessary  before  such  a  measure  should 
be  passed.  The  noble  Lord  also  gave  as  a 
reason  for  this  Bill  that  there  should  be  a 
uniform  practice  throughout  the  country. 
We  have  always  asked  the  friendly 
societies  to  produce  any  evidence  of  cases 
in  which  boards  of  guardians  have  not 
given  sufficient  consideration,  since  the 
Act  of  1894,  to  savings  invested  in  friendly 
societies.  Not  a  single  case  of  hardship 
of  that  kind  has  been  brought  forward, 
and  we  thought  that  as  they  had  not 
chosen  to  produce  any  such  case 
there  ought  to  be  inquiry  so  that 
your  TiOrdships  might  be  satisfied 
that  there  was  some  justification 
for  an  alteration  of  such  great  im- 
portance in  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Law.  The  noble  Lord  said  that 
friendly  societies  were  of  opinion  that  the 
present  condition  of  the  law  deterred 
persons  from  becoming  members  of  those 
societies.  He  stated  that  when  a  ^man 
joined  a  friendly  society  he  wanted  to 
know  whether  his  sick  pay  would  be 
considered  supposing  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  apply  for  parish  relief.  I  have  to 
say,  in  answer  to  that  statement,  that 
that  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  friendly 
societies.  The  friendly  societies,  in  their 
statement  which  was  put  before  yonr 
Lordships  last  year,  distinctly  denied 
that  anyone  joined  a  friendly  society 
with  the  view  of  coming  on  the  parish 
for  parochial  relief.  The  reason  a  man 
joined  a  friendly  society  was,  they  said, 
that  he  should  not  come  on  the  parish. 
These  are  the  words  of  the  friendly 
societies  in  the  paper  sent  to  your  Lord- 
ships in  defence  of  this  Bill — 

"The  persons  chiefly  affected  joined  the 
societies  many  years  ago.  The  very  object  they 
had  in  joibing  was  to  avoid  the  necessity  in  their 
old  age  of  applying  to  the  board  of  guardians." 

they  went  on  to  say — 

"We  are  in  a  porition  to  assert  that  those 
who  join  friendly  societies  at  the  present  time 
are  actuated  by  the  same  motives." 

The  Earl  of  Narthbrook, 


Therefore  the  idea  put  forward  now, 
that  the  administration  of  the  Act  of 
1894  by  boards  of  guardians  can  he  anjr 
deterrent  to  persons  joining  friendly 
societies,  appears  to  be  answered  by  the 
statement  of  the  friendly  societies  them- 
selves. I  consider  that  thrift  and  sap- 
port  out  of  taxes  or  rates  ought  to  be 
separate  altogether  one  from  the  other, 
and  that  is  another  reason  for  the  view 
we  took  last  year  that  this  matter  should 
be  inquired  into.  I  should  not  have 
adduced  any  arguments  against  the  Bill, 
it  not  being  my  intention  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  refuse  it  a  Second  Reading, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  introducing  it.  In  one 
observation  of  the  noble  Lord  I  entirely 
I  concur.  I  refer  to  his  statement  that 
\  a  Bill  of  this  importance  should  have 
I  been  introduced  by  His  Majesty's 
I  Government  and  not  by  a  private 
'  Member.  I  can  conceive  nothing  worse 
than  amending  the  Poor  Law  in  very 
important  parts  by  Bills  brought  in  by 
private  Members.  I  venture  to  submit 
to  ffis  Majesty's  Qovemment  that  this 
is  a  matter  of  great  pubUc  importance, 
and  one  deserving  of  inquiry.  It  oan- 
not  stand  where  it  is.  It  will  be  followed 
by  other  Bills  of  a  similar  kind.  The 
whole  question  is  one  which  should  be 
looked  into  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  while  I  protest  again  against 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  I  venture  to  add 
to  that  protest  an  earnest  appeal  to  His 
Majesty's  Government  not  to  leave  this 
important  question  to  private  Members, 
I  but  to  deal  boldly  themselves  with 
,  a  question  which  vitally  affects  the  in- 
I  terests  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

I     ♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
I  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (the  Marquess  of 
!  Lansdowne)  :     My   Lords,   I  will   not 
I  take     up    the     time    of     the    'House 
by  repeating  the  arguments  which  have 
I  been  already  used  this  evening,  but  I 
wish  to  confirm  what  has  already  been  said 
I  during  the  course  of  this  discussion — 
'  namely,  that  in  the  view  of  His  Majesty's 
I  Government  it.  is  desirable  that  tlus  Bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time.    If  any 
i  doubt  arises  in  our  minds  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  doubt  is  due  not  so  much  to 
the  contents  of  the  Bill  as  to  the  circum- 
,  stances  in  which  it  has  been  introduced. 
I  understand  that  two  other  Bills  dealing 
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with  the  same  subject,  and  presumably 
promoted  from  the  same  source,  are 
before  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
The  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill  gave  us  a  veiy  con- 
siderate explanation  of  the  reason  for 
which  a  third  Bill  was  introduced  to 
your  Lordships'  House  this  evening. 
Whether  there  are  other  more  %obscure 
reasons,  possibly  of  a  strategical  char- 
acter,  which  have  led  to  the  course 
which  has  been  followed,  I  will  not 
pause  to  inquire.  The  subject  is  per- 
haps not  one  into  which  it  would  be 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  order 
that  I  should  enter.  As  to  the  Bill  itself, 
it  seems  to  us  that  the  question  of  prin- 
ciple has  been  long  ago  disposed  of — I 
mean  by  the  Bill  of  1894;  and,  in- 
deed, before  the  date  of  that  Act  I 
understand  that  it  was  not  unusual 
for  Poor  Law  guardians  to  distribute 
outdoor  relief  to  persons  who  were 
in  receipt  of  pay  from  friendly  so- 
cieties. Under  the  Act  of  1894  a 
person  may  receive  pay  of  that  descrip- 
tion, and  to  an  extent  exceeding  the 
amount  of  5s.  and  it  may  be  pay  other 
than  sick  pay,  and  nevertheless  he  may, 
and,  in  fact  does,  receive  outdoor  relief 
from  the  guardians.  In  our  opinion  it  is 
desirable  that  this  practice  should  be 
regularised.  We  think  it  inconvenient 
that  in  one  union  such  relief  should  be 
freely  given  and  not  in  another  union. 

The  noble  Earl  who  spoke  last,  and  who 
has  often  addressed  us  with  authority  on 
this  subject,  suggested  that  the  matter 
was  one  with  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment might  themselves  have  dea]t,and  that 
a  Government  Bill  upon  the  subjectshould 
have  been  placed  before  your  Lordships. 
Well,  my  Lords,  Parliament  has  already 
three  Bills  dealing  with  the  matter,  and  I 
really  think  that  we  might  well  hesitate 
to  add  a  fourth  to  their  number ;  but,  in 
any  case,  it  is  quite  clear  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  us  to  add  to  our  programme 
of  legislation  for  this  session  a  Bill  of  this 
kind.  The  Bill  is  brought  forward  by 
private  Members,  and,  believing  as  we  do 
that  its  proposals  are  reasonable,  knowing 
as  we  do  that  it  is  supported  by  the 
friendly  societies,  that  it  has  been  care- 
fully examined  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  is  approved  by  them  and  their 
advisers,  and  that  it  has  twice  passed  the 
House    of  Commons    virtually   without 


opposition — knowing  all  this,  we  consider 
it  would  be  desirable  that  the  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time  by  your  Lordships. 

E\RL  SPENCER:  My  Lords,  as  my 
vote  and  action  last  year  have  been 
referred  to  by  my  noble  friend,  I  think  I 
may  be  allowed  to  explain  my  present 
position  with  regard  to  the  Bill.  I  have 
never  been  an  uncompromising  opponent 
of  this  measure.  Last  year  was  the 
first  occasion  on  which  I  voted  against 
its  Second  Reading,  but  I  f  idly  admit  that 
I  have  always  had  very  grave  doubts 
whether  the  Bill  was  founded  on  true 
principles.  I  agree  to  a  great  extent 
with  what  my  noble  friend  behind  me 
has  said,  and  with  what  has  been  said 
on  former  occasions  by  the  late  Lord 
Salisbury  and  by  my  respected  friend, 
the  late  Lord  Eimberley,  and  I  should  like 
to  explain  why  it  was  I  took  the  action 
I  did  last  year.  I  came  to  the  House 
having  these  doubts,  but  I  had  practi- 
cally made  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the 
Second  Reading.  I  believed  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  have  been  brought  in 
by  His  Majesty's  Government,  because 
it  was  a  matter  of  very  great  principle, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  the  noble 
Marquess  has  to-night  given  sufficient 
importance  to  the  influence  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter  when  he  said 
that,  as  there  were  already  three  Bills  in 
the  hands  of  private  Members,  it  was  not 
necessary  that  the  Gk)vernment  should 
introduce  another.  We  all  know  that 
when  the  Government  takes  up  a  measure 
of  this  sort  it  has  far  greater  influence 
in  Parliament.  I  had  other  doubt«  on 
the  subject.  I  felt  that  this  Bill  only 
touched  the  fringe  of  the  question,  that 
there  were  many  other  ways  in  which  a 
thrifty  man  put  by  savings,  and  that 
to  deal  only  with  subscriptions  to  friendly 
societies  would  not  be  going  far  enough. 
I  thought  there  was  also  considerable 
doubt  as  to  how  the  various  Poor  Law 
guardians  had  dealt  with  the  subject,  and, 
therefore,  when  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Northbrook  proposed  that  there  should 
be  a  Committee,  I  at  once  stated  that  I 
should  support  the  reference  of  the  Bill 
to  a  Committee,  where  I  thought  very 
important  information  would  be  gained, 
and  great  authority  obtained  either  for 
or  against  the  measure.  That  was  my 
position  last  year,  and  I  was  very  much 
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disappointed  when  Lord  Portsmouth  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  friendly 
societies  would  not  give  evidence  before 
a  Committee.  That,  of  course,  justified 
Lord  Northbrook  in  not  persevering  in 
his  proposition,  but  I  was  placed  in  the 
position  of  having  voted  against  the 
Second  Reading  in  the  belief  that  it 
would  be  referred  to  a  Committee.  Now 
we  come  to  the  present  session.  It  is 
quite  true  that  two  Bills  have  been  pro- 
posed in  another  place.  The  national 
conference  of  friendly  societies  very 
clearly  stated  why  they  wished  the  Bill 
introduced  in  this  House.  They  thought 
it  was  more  polite  and  considerate  to 
your  Lordships'  feelings  not  to  have  it 
again  pressed  upon  you  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  passed  a  third  time  in 
another  place.  I  feel  that  if  your 
Lordships  rejtct  this  Bill  you  will 
be  placed  in  a  position  of  consider- 
able embarrassment,  and  of  opposition, 
not  only  to  the  unanimous  wish,  twice 
expressed,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
also  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
enormous  number  of  members  who  be- 
long to  the  friendly  societies.  I,  there- 
fore, think  it  would  be  wrong  on  the  part 
of  your  Lordships,  even  if  you  entertain, 
as  I  do,  even  now,  considerable  doubt  as 
to  the  policy  that  is  contained  in  the 
Bill,  to  oppose  what  appears  to  be  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  other  House  and 
the  great  desire  of  the  friendly  societies. 
I  hope  your  Lordships  will  not  divide 
on  the  Bill  but  give  it  a  Second  Reading 
unanimously. 

♦Lord  JAMES  op  HEREFORD  :  My 
Lords,  after  what  has  fallen  from  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Leader  of  the  House 
and  from  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  it  may  be  thought  un- 
necessary for  me  to  add  anything,  especi- 
ally as  there  is  to  be  no  division ;  but  I 
feel  that  the  arguments  expressed  by  my 
noble  friend  Lord  Northbrook  ought  not 
to  pass  unnoticed.  It  is  quite  true  that 
the  Act  of  1894  only  gave  a  discretionary 
power  to  boards  of  giiardians  in  this 
matter,  but  I  would  point  out  that  in 
every  reform  we  must  proceed  progres- 
sively. If  it  is  shown  that  a  permissive 
power,  after  it  has  been  tried  for  ten 
years,  is  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the 
power  being  permissive,  surely  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  ask  that  it  should  be 

Earl  Sj[)^nar. 


made  compulsory.  It  has  been  asked  over 
and  over  again  in  the  debates  in  previous 
years,  and  my  noble  friend  Lord  North- 
brook has  repeated  the  question  to-nig^t^ 
Why  do  you  only  give  this  preference  to 
friendly  societies  ?  Savings  in  the  Poet 
Office  Savings  Bank  and  in  building 
societies  and  other  institutions  have  been 
referred  ^to,  and  it  has  been  asked  why 
they  should  not  all  be  similarly  treated. 
What  I  would  say  to  that  is.  Do  not  let 
the  best  be  the  enemy  of  the  good.  If 
this  privilege  ought  to  be  extended,  then 
let  it  be  the  care  of  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Northbrook  and  those  who  think  with 
him  to  propose  its  extension  and  see  how 
far  the  principle  can  be  applied. 

*  The  principle  of  this  Bill  is  that  what 
friendly  societies  pay,  up  to  5s.,  shall  not 
be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
guardians  when  outdoor  relief  is  applied 
for.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
5s.  a  week  paid  by  friendly  societies  is 
paid  weekly,  and  only  in  case  of  sick- 
ness, and,  therefore,  we  have  a  safe- 
guard which  is  absent  in  the  case  of 
SHvings  banks  and  other  forms  of  savings. 
The  capital  sum  of  such  savings  can 
be  withdrawn  and  may  be  spent  in 
riotous  living,  in  which  case,  of  course, 
a  man  ought  not  to  receive  cont(>in- 
poraneous  relief  from  the  ratepayers. 
There  is  too  analogy  between  the  two 
cases,  but  if  my  noble  friend  can  point 
out,  during  the  progress  of  the  Bill,  any 
condition  of  things  that  answers  to  a 
friendly  society  paying  a  member  5s. 
a  week  while  sick,  I  am  certain  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  would  cheerfully 
extend  the  principle  they  seek  to  apply  to 
friendly  societies.  The  aim  of  the  Bill 
is  to  aid  men  who  wish  to  be  thrifty  and 
careful.  Take  the  case  of  a  labourer  in 
a  rural  district.  He  can  ill  afford  to 
save,  and  may  be  tempted  to  spend  his 
money  in  drink  or  in  other  ways.  He 
asks  himself  whether  he  should  obtain 
that  which  would  afford  him  satisfaction 
for  the  moment,  or  pay  the  6d., 
or  whatever  it  may  be,  into  a  friendly 
society.  What  is  the  argument  that  will 
be  used  ?  He  will  ask  himself,  If  I  pay 
this  into  a  friendly  society,  shall  I  get  it 
back  in  sick  pay  if  I  want  it  ?  In  one 
sense  he  does,  but  he  does  not  get  it  back 
in  the  full  sense,  for  he  is  in  no  better 
position  than  his  neighbour  who  does  not 
contribute  to  the  friendly  society,  because 
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his  neighbour  will  also  receive  %.  from 
the  board  of  guardians.  II  your  Lord- 
ships refuse  the  principle  of  this  Bill,  you 
wiU  be  saying  distinctly  that  youthidcit 
just  that  a  man  who  is  thrifty  and  pays 
into  a  friendly  society  should  not  be  one 
wit  better  ofE  than  the  man  who  spends 
his  money  in  the  public  house  and  does 
not  make  any  provision  for  sickness. 
Moreover,  the  advantage  which  the 
member  of  a  friendly  society  would  receive 
would  be  that  he  would  have  more  than 
the  bare  necessities  of  life,  which  is  all 
that  the  guardians  can  provide  in  outdoor 
reUef ,  and  he  would  therefore  feel  more 
self  respect  and  would  not  regard  himself 
as  an  absolute  pauper.  There  is  this 
other  point,  that  by  giving  him  this 
increased  advantage  in  sickness  his 
speedier  return  to  health  is  secured,  with 
the  result  that  the  ratepayers  are  the 
earlier  relieved  of  paying  outdoor  relief. 
I  am  sure  your  Lordships  will  be  doing 
well  in  holding  out  the  hand  of  assistance 
to  these  men  by  accepting  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Viscount  GOSCHEN  :  My  Lords,  I 
had  not  intended  to  say  a  single  word  on 
this  measure.  I  spoke  upon  it  last  year 
and  suggested  some  objections  to  it,  and 
I  took  part  in  the  division  by  which  it  j 
was  tlm)wn  out.  I  agree  in  the  main  | 
with  what  Lord  Northbrook  has  said,  I, 
that  it  would  be  best  that  your  Lord- 
ships should  allow  the  Bill  to  p&ss 
without  a  division.  I  should  have  been 
silent  but  for  the  speech  which  has  just 
been  delivered  by  my  noble  and  learned 
friend,a  speech  which  requires  an  answer.it 
seems  to  me,  because  of  the  venr  eloquence 
and  feeling  which  he  threw  into  it.  A 
great  part  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's 
speecn  was  in  favour  of  thrift  generally. 
It  was  not  in  favour  of  the  friendly 
societies  only,  but  of  thrift  generally, 
and  so  far  as  it  was  in  favour  of  thrift  I 
am  sure  every  Member  of  your  Lordships' 
House  would  agree  with  it.  But  the 
cardinal  point  of  the  Poor  Law  should 
be  kept  in  mind^-the  relief  of  distress ; 
and  as  soon  as  that  distress  is  mitigated 
up  to  a  certain  point  the  action  of  the 
Poor  Law  ought  to  cease ;  and  the  best 
way  is  to  leave  the  working  classes  to 
carry  on  their  system  of  self-help  which, 
with  the  assistance  of  .friendly  societies, 
wiU    be  most    likely  to   promote   their 


welfare.      The    friendly    societies    have 
become  one  of  the  glories  of  our  land  by 
keeping  themselves  entirely  free  from  the- 
action  of  the  Poor  Law  and  Qovernment 
action,  and  thereby  they  have  been  a. 
manifestation  of  the  power  o^  the  work-^ 
ing  classes  to  govern  themselves.    It  is 
not  a  wise  step  to  weaken  one  of  the- 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Poor  Law 
in  order  to  give  to    friendly  societies- 
privileges  they  do  not  need.    But  the 
speech  of  my  noble  and  learned  friend. 
Ijord  James  wiU  be  quoted  by  the  work- 
ing classes  as  a  direct  invitatioa  to  put 
friendly  societies  before  all  other  forma- 
of  thrift. 

Lord  JAMES  op  HEREFORD :  I  did. 
not  say  that. 

ViscouOT  GOSCHEN :  But  my  noble- 
and  learned  friend's  whole  argument  was 
directed  to  show  the  superior  advantages^ 
of  friendly    societies   over  every  other 
form  of  investment,  and  it  would  be  a 
serious   thing    for  your    Lordships    to- 
endorse  any  particidar  investment  and 
indirectly  to  advise  the  working  classes* 
that  this  form  of  investment  is  superior 
to  all  others,  Government  savings  banks- 
included.    My  noble  and  learned  friend, 
pointed  out  that  if  a  man   spent  his 
money  in  drink  he  would  be  as  well  off 
as  if  he  invested  it  in  a  friendly  society. 
But  it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  spend 
it  in  drink  if  he  does  not  invest  it  in  ^ 
friendly  society.     There  are  many  other 
forms  of  investment  provided   for  the 
working    classes    of    which    they   have- 
availed  themselves  to  the  fuU  extent.     I 
entreat  your  Lordships,  not  in  reference 
to  this  particular  Bill,  but  to  the  whole 
of  this  class  of  Bills,  to  fasten  upon  the 
question  how  far  this  taking  into  con- 
sideration other  forms  of  income^  when 
dealing  with  distress  is  to  be  carried*. 
That  is  the  real  root  of  the  question. 
This  Bill  is  the  triumph  of  an  instrument  < 
often  derided,    but    a   most    successful 
instrument^it  is  the   triumph  of  that 
which  we  call  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge. 
In  1894,  power  was  given  to  boards  of 
guardians  to    exercise  their  discretion. 
That  is  sufficient,  in    the  judgment  of 
many,  to  lead  up  to  the  present  Bill.. 
My  noble  friend  said  we  had  not  shown 
that  it  has  failed  or  led  to  any  abuse.. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  have  no  evidence- 
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that  it  has  done  any  good.  That  was 
one  of  the  reasons  why  ray  noble  friend 
pressed  for  information  last  year.  My 
noble  friend  next  pointed  to  the  anomaly 
that  it  should  depend  on  the  aiscretion 
•of  guardians  whether  the  sick  pay 
received  from  friendly  societies  was  taJcen 
ioto  consideration  or  not.  Surely  my 
noble  friend  knowd  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  outdoor  relief  implies  a  large 
discretion  left  to  the  guardians.  They 
do  not  always  give  the  same  amount  to 
every  person  who  applies.  They  have 
to  act  according  to  their  discretion,  and 
it  would  be  as  logical  to  say  that  every 
one  given  outdoor  relief  should  have  a 
fixed  sum  or  otherwise  the  discretion  of 
the  guardians  might  produce  injustice,  as 
to  say  that,  because  there  is  a  certain 
iuiomaly  created  by  boards  of  guardians 
taking  different  views  on  this  question, 
therefore  it  should  be  made  compulsory. 
We  have  not  seen  the  last  of  this  ques- 
tion. Other  questions  of  this  kind  wiU 
arise,  and,  though  they  may  seem  small 
in  themselves,  may  by  a  wider  and  wider 
application  weaken  the  whole  structure  of 
the  Poor  Law,  which  has  cost  so  much 
to  defend,  and  the  administration  of 
which  has  on  the  whole  been  a  great 
.success. 

♦Lord  STANLEY    op    ALDERLEY  :  I 
My  Lords,  it  may  perhaps   seem  rather  j 
treating  the  House  as  a  debating  society  ' 
t6  discuss  a  question  on  which  there  is  to 
be  no  division,  but  I  felt  inclined  to  rise  ; 
after  hearing  the  speech  of  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  Lord  James,  and  I  wish  to  | 
{oUow  on  one  or  two  slightly  difEerent 
points  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Viscount  I 
opposite.     I  wish  first  of  all  to  say  that  • 
I  do  not  believe  for  one  minute  that  any  | 
little  advantage  derived  from  a  more  in-  I 
dulgent  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  ' 
has  the  slightest  influence   in  inducing 
thrifty  people  of  the  working  classes  to  ; 
join  friendly  societies.      The  history  of 
the  growth  of  friendly  societies  shows 
that  any  benefit  to  be  derived  in  this  way 
has  had  absolutely  no  influence.    What  is 
the  history  ol  friendly  societies?  They  grew 
from  small  beginnings  in  the  eighteenth  i 
century ;  they  developed  in  the  nineteenth 
^century;  and  all  those  people  joined  the 
friendly  societies  at  a  time  when  there 
was  no  Poor  Law  benefit  to  be  derived 
^whatever.    No   doubt  since  1894  there 
FiscowU  Goschen. 


has  been  some  advantage,  though,  as  we 
are  told,  the  advantage  varies  according 
to  the  disposition  of  boards  of  guardians  ; 
but  will  anyone  say  that  the  great 
societies  have  found  the  numb^  of 
members  joining  in  any  way  stimulated 
by  this  small  hypothetical  benefit  ?  It 
is,  of  course,  easy  to  understand  why 
there  is  this  practical  unanimity  in 
acquiescing  in  tiiis  legislation,  for  there 
are  behind  this  movement  these  very 
powerful  organisations  with  4,000,000 
adult  members,  mostly  voters.  Bat, 
apart  from  that,  do  noble  Lords  reaUy 
believe  that  they  are  substantially 
stimulating  the  cause  of  thrift  by  this 
legislation  ?  I  feel  perfectly  sure  t^t 
the  best  working  men  do  not  expect,  and 
would  be  ashamed  to  be  told  diat  they 
did  expect,  to  have  recourse  to  the  Poor 
Law.  If  the  Poor  Law  is  used  as  an 
engine  for  stimulating  thrift  there  will  be 
a  tendency  to  drift  into  all  the  evils  of 
the  old  Poor  Law.  If  you  are  going  to 
have  a  discriminating  system  of  aid 
according  to  the  meritorious  character  of 
the  recipient  and  not  according  to  his 
destitution,  then  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
you  cannot  stop  at  selecting  one  particu- 
lar form  of  thrift  which  you  shall  reward. 
Lord  James  said  there  was  a  marked 
difference  between  sick  relief,  paid  week 
by  week,  and  other  forms  of  thrift  re- 
presented by  savings ;  but  I  would  like 
to  ask  whether  there  does  not  come  quite 
as  serious  a  pinch  from  quite  as  unavoid- 
able causes  as  sickness.  Do  not  the 
great  out-of-work  benefits  which  the 
trades  unions  grant  to  their  members 
represent  quite  as  unavoidable  a 
calamity  ?  That  money  also  is  doled  out 
week  by  week,  and  if  it  is  meritorious  to 
encourage  men  who  make  provision 
against  loss  of  employment  by  sickness, 
surely  it  is  quite  as  meritorious  to 
favour  men  who  make  provision  for  loss  of 
income  by  being  thrown  out  of  work. 
In  this  Bill  you  are  only  encouraging 
that  class  of  the  community  who  earn 
the  best  wages  and  are  best  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  Practically  no  women 
are,  in  friendly  societies,  secured  against 
illness.  If  there  is  a  body  of  people  who 
really  make  a  noble  e£Fort  to  maintain 
themselves  by  their  industry  it  is  widows. 
Are  you  going  by-and-by  to  give  the. a 
some  special  facilities  ?  I  feel  sure  that 
it  is  by  a  rigorous  keeping  of^he  Poor 
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^w  to  its  primary  duty,  which  is  the 
rdief  of  destitution,  that  we  shall  best 
sdminister  to  the  development  of  the 
self-iespect,  thrift,  and  energy  of  the 
workiiig  classes. 

On  Qiiestion>  BiU  read  2^,  and  com- 
mitled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICANTS  TO  CHILDREN 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

House  in  Gonmiittee  (according  to 
Order).  ,•    , 

(Sausel:—  ' 

Lord  DUNBOTNE  moved  to  omit 
CSause  1  and  to  insert  a  new  clause. 
He  said  the  Amendment  had  been  framed 
to  meet  the  objection  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack.  The 
clause  at  present  in  the  Bill  made  the 
holder  of  a  licence  liable  for  tiie  act  of 
his  servants  in  selling  intoxicating  liquors 
to  children,  even  against  Ids  instructions. 
He  admitted  that  the  clause  went  too 
far,  and  he  now  moved  its  omission 
in  favour  of  a  new  Olause  1,  which 
was  not  open  to  the  same  objections. 
The  new  clause  would  not  impose  any 
hardship  on  the  licence-holder.  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  be  a  protection  to 
bim,  for  a  servant  would  be  less  likely  to 
commit  a  breach  of  the  law  if  he  felt  that 
be  himself  was  thereby  rendered  liable  to 
punishment. 

Amendment  moved — 

"  la  page  I,  line  7,  to  leave  oat  Clause  I  and 
to  insert  as  a  new  daase :  '  Every  agent  or 
^servant  of  any  licensed  person  who  Knowingly 
«ells  or  delivers  any  intoxicating  liquor  to  any 
'  person  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Intoxi- 
oathig  Liquors  (Sale  to  Children)  Act,  1901,  shall 
be  liaole  to  the  same  penalties  as  are  provided 
by  the  aforesaid  Act  in  the  case  of  a  similar 
offence  oommitted  by  such  licensed  person.' "— 
iLord  Dunhoyne,) 

On  Question,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee ;  and  to  be  printed  as  amended. 
<No.  47.) 

VOL.  CXXXIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


NEW  ZEALAND  AND  PREFERENCE. 

Earl  BBAUCHAHP  :  Hy  Lords,  I  beg 

to  ask  .His  Majesty's  (Jovernment  if  they 

will    communicate    to    the    House    the 

correspondence    between    the    Colonial 

I  Office  and  the  New  Zsaland  Qovernment 

;  with  regard  to  the  Preferential  Trade  Act. 

j  I  may  inform  the  noble  Doke  that  in 

'  addition  to  this  information  a  desire  has 

been  expressed  that  he  should  also  let  us 

\  have  copies  of  Mr.  Seddon's  Bill  as  it  was 

introduced  and  as  it  finally  passed  the  New 

'  Zealand  ParUament.     I  should  also  like 

I  to  ask  whether  it  would  be  at  all  possible 

i  that  copies  of  the  debate  in  the  New 

'  Z3aland  Parliament  should  be  circulated 

'  to  Members  of  your  Lordships'  Hou3e« 

The      under  -  SECRETARY     of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The  Duke 
of  Marlborouqh)  :    My  Lords,  in  reply 
to  the  Question  of  the  noble  Earl  I  must 
remind  him  of  the  Conferei^ce  of  Colonial 
Ministers  in  the  summer  of  1902,  at  which 
I  the  Ministers  decided  that  they  would 
I  recommend  to  their  respective  Oovern- 
'  ments  that  some  system  of  preference 
;  should  be  granted  to  those  trading  from 
this  country  with  our  Colonies.    In  pur- 
:  suance  of  that  recommendation  the  New 
I  Z3aland  Government  have   passed    thib 
!  new  measure  under  the  title  of  the  Pre- 
ferential and  Reciprocal  Trade  Act.    The 
\  Colonial  Office  had  had  no  correspondence 
I  upon  this  particular  measure  with  the 
j  Governor  in  New  2fealand.      The    first 
communication  we  received  from  Lord 
I  Ranfurly  was  on  21st  November,  two 
or  three    days   after   the   measure  was 
I  passed,  in  which  he   said  that  he   had 
much  pleasure  in  informing  the  Secretary 
I  of  State  that  this  Bill  had  been  passed  by 
the  New  Zealand  Legislature.    The  noble 
.  Earl  will  remember  that  we  discussed  in 
your   Lordships'  House  some  six  weeks 
{ ago  the  different  matters  and  schedules 
j  in  that  Act,  and  I  took  the  opportunity 
!  at  that  time  to  point  out  to  the  noble 
Earl  that  the  preference  granted  to  goods 
going  from  Great  Britain  and  from  our 
Colonial  possessions  into  New  Zealand 
was  considerable  compared  to  the  duties 
on  foreign  goods  entering  that  colony. 
Indeed,    in    the    3rd    Schedule,   if    my 
memory  serves  me  correctly,  the  foreigner 
has  to  pay  20  percent,  while  British  goods 
go  in  entirely  free.     I  think  tiie   noble 
Earl  will  not  be  surprised  that  in  reply 
2  F 
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t3  the  telegram  received  from  the 
Governor  of  New  Zealand  the  Secretary, 
of  State  telegraphed  in  the  following 
terms — 

"His  MajMt^'s  Goyemment  have  received 
with  much  satisfaction  your  teleffram  of  2l8t 
November  reportiDg  tliat  the  New  Zealand 
Legislature  have  passed  a  Bill  granting  pre- 
ferential rates  of  Uostoms  duties  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  They  regard  this  spontaneous  con- 
cession as  a  further  proof  or  the  steadfast  ' 
determination  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to 
promote  the  strength  and  solidarity  of  the 
Empire." 

One  or  two  other  telegrams  passed  in 
connection  with  this  Preferential  and 
Reciprocal  Trade  Act,  and  a  despatch  of 
some  length  from  the  Governor,  all  of 
which  I  will  cause  to  be  printed  and  to 
be  sent  to  any  noble  Lord  who  applies  at 
the  office  of  the  House  of  Lords  for  them. 
With  regard  to  the  supplementary 
Question  which  the  noble  Earl  has  put  to 
me,  whether  we  can  supply  your  Lord- 
ships with  copies  of  the  debates  which 
took  place  on  this  measure  in  the  New 
Zealand  Legislature,  I  do  not  ima^ne 
that  there  will  be  any  difficulty  in  getting 
a  copy  of  those  debates.  I  will  do  my 
best*  to  carry  out  the  noble  Lord's 
wishes  and  see  whether  it  will  not 
be  possible  at  the  same  time  that 
these  Papers  are]  prmted  to  supply  also 
a  copy  of  the  debates. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  :  There 
was  one  Question  asked  by  my  noble 
friend  to  which  the  noble  Duke  has 
omitted  to  make  any  reply.  The  noble 
Earl  asked  whether  the  Bill  as  introduced 
by  Mr.  Seddon,  as  well  as  the  Act  as 
actually  passed,  c  n  be  laid  before  the 
House.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  that. 

The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH :  I 
will  certainly  make  inquiry  as  to  whether 
we  have  the  exact  BiU  as  it  was  intro- 
duced into  the  New  Zealand  Parliament 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  and  will  endeavour 
to  comply  with  the  noble  Marquess's 
request. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  think  the 
uoble  Duke  had  better  complete  his 
concession  to  my  noble  friend  and  allow 
these  Papers  to  be  circulated.  Papers 
that  are  placed  in  the  office  only  to  be 
had  when  asked  for  are  hardly  ever  t 
seen.    I  think  the  noble  Duke  should* 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough, 


allow  the  Papers  to 
the  ordinary  way. 


be   oirculated   in 


The  Duke  of  MARLBOROUGH :  I 
will  certainly  consent  to  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  wishes  it.  I  thou^t  that 
,  only  a  few  noble  Lords  were  anxioos  to 
see  these  particular  Papers  and  that  it 
was  hardly  worth  while  oircolating  them 
to  every  Member.  But  I  am  perfectly 
prepared  to  fall  in  with  the  view  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

The  acting  CHAIRMAN  of  COM- 
MITTEES (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  : 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  noble 
Dnke  whether  it  is  not  rath^^ 
a  new  departure  to  circulate  the 
debates  of  other  Legislatures.  I 
hope  before  the  noble  Duke  does  oireulate 
I  thMe  debates  he  will  ascertain  whether 
there  is  any  precedent  for  such  a  courae. 

The  Mabqubss  of  RIPON:  There 
is  a  very  recent  precedent  for  the  pro- 
ceeding which  is  proposed.  His  Majeaty'a 
Government  have  stated  that  they  in- 
tended to  treat  the  Transvaal  on  the 
footing  of  a  self-governing  colony  aa 
far  as  they  possibly  oould,  and  they 
have  recently  laid  before  Parliament 
I  the  whole  of  the  debates  on  the  Labour 
Ordinance.  I  hope  that  is  a  good 
enough  precedent. 

HouM  adjonmed  at  twee^ 
miDatea  before  Seven  o'olook,. 
till  To-morrow,  half-patt  Tm. 
o'olook. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS. 
Thursday,  2\st  April,  1904. 


The  House  met  at  Two  dl  the  Qook. 


UNOPPOSED   PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  'BILL  PETITIONS  [Lords! 
(STANDING  ORDERS  NOT  COMPUBD 
WITH). 

Mr.  Spbakbb  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That»  in  die 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following 
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Bill,  originating  in  the  Loids,  the  Stand-  Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  Bill 
ing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with,  i  [Lords];  Southport  and  Lytham  Tram- 
viz.: — Richard  Jaeger's  Patent.  Ordered,  I  road  (Extension  of  Time)  Bill  [Lords]. 
That  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  i  Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders.        Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (STAND- 
ING ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERETO 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Spbakbr  laid  upon  the  Table  Re* 
port  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — ^Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
(Various  Powers)  Bill.  Ordered,  That 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill,  of 
session  1902,  be  referredto  tneCommittee 
on  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
(Various  Powers)  Bill  of  this  session. — 
(The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Cheshire  ElectricitySand  Power  Gas 
Bill.  Reported  [Preamble  not  proved]; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  empower  the  Corporation  of 
Barrow-in-Furness  to  construct  an  open- 
ing bridge  across  Walney  Channel;  to 
make  certain  street  works;  to  lay  down 
additi<mal  tramways,  and  to  execute 
works  in  connection  with  their  water 
undertaking;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  extend  the  time  for  taking  certain 
lands  and  for  the  construction  of  certain 
authorised  wo^  by  the  Southport  and 
Lytham  Tramroad  Company,  and  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the' 
borough  of  Southport,  to  authorise  the 
raising  of  further  capital ;  and  for  other 
purpoees."  [Southport  and  Lytham 
Tramioad  (Extension  of  Tune)  Bill 
[Lords} 


PETITIONS. 


EDUCATION  (SCX)TLAND)  BELL. 
Petitions  for  alteration :  from  Orkney ; 
Callander;     and    Breadalbane;    to    lie 
upon  the  Table. 

INOOMETAX  AND  INHABITED  HOUSE 
DUTY. 

Petition  from  Oo3rdon,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law: 
from  Middledborough;  BSmant;  Creig- 
Iwyn;  Cefn-canol;  Llawrycwm;  Bir- 
mingham; Machynlleth;  Siloh;  Qymy- 
bwoh;  Eisgairgertieg ;  Horeb;  Leeds; 
Llangyniew;  Saron;  Somersham;  Ton- 
bridge;  Welling;  Kennington;  Ilford; 
Dumfries;  Chipping  Norton;  Tunbridge 
Wells;  Denbi^^;  Woolwich;  North 
Kent;  LlangacUan  (two);  Manchester; 
Ooshen;  Meifod;  Llanidloes;  Neuadd; 
Llanbryim&air ;  Tsgangciliog;  Llangad- 
van;  Elim;  Maengwynedd;  Ouilden 
Morden;  Neyland;  Pembroke;  Denbigh} 
Sketty;  Glasgow;  Watford;  Slouj^; 
Aldershot;  and  (Tohibrook;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LICENSED    PREMISES   (HOURS    OF 
CLOSING). 

Petition  from  Islington,  for  alteration 
of  Law;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(18M)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Scottish  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers'  Association,  in  fttvour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 
Petition  from  Middlesborough,  against; 
to  he  upon  the  Table. 

RE.VACGINATION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Kensington,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table.  _ 

2  F  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


835 


Quediom, 


{CJOMMONS} 


Quediom. 


836 


SALS  OF  BUTTER  BIUU 
Petitions   against:     from    BuriouHMt- 
Trent;   and  Woldqg;   to  lie  upon  ths 
Table. 

SALE  OP  BUTTER  BILL. 
Petition  from  Kensington,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRANSVAAL  (CHINESE  LABOUR 
ORDINANCE). 

Petition  from  Poplar,  for  withdrawal ; 
to  lie  upon  the  TaUe. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS^  ETC. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  a  Public 
Inquiry  held  under  Sections  16  and  23 
of  The  Education  Act,  1902,  and  Section 
73  of  The  Elementary  Education  Act, 
1870,  by  A.  T.  Laurence,  Esq.,  K.C.,  at 
Carmarthen  on  the  24th  and  25th  March, 
1904  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  oi  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3140  and  3141  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.    Sfbakbr  laid  upon  the    Table, 
Manual    of  Procedure    in    the    Public 
Business  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1904. 


munioated  to  the  County  Council  of  Sa3t 
Sussex.  A  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
public  inquiry  will,  in  due  course*  be  de- 
posited with  the  local  edwoation  author* 
ity  for  inspection.  A  notioe  of  soeh 
I  deposit  will  be  published. 

Inauiry  into  Education  Act  at 
Cannarthen* 

CoLONBL   LOCKWOOD  (Essex,    Bp- 

ping):    To  ask    the  Secretary   to    the 

Board  of  Education  wheth^  he  will  kj 

upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  report 

'  of  the  public  inquiry  held,  under  the 

I  Education  Act,  1902,  at  Cannarthen  en 

i  the  24th  and  25^  of  March. 

I  (A'Wtoered  &y  Sir  William  Anson.)  In 
yiew  of  the  special  public  interest  attack- 
ing to  this  report,  I  am  laying  it  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  to^y. 


Boarded-out  ChUdren  in 
Wales. 


England  and 


Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire. 
Ilkeston) :  To  ask  tiie  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  if  he  will  state 
the  number  of  chil^en  at  prescmt 
boarded  out  in  England  and  Wales,  dis- 
tinguishing between  those  boarded  out 
within  and  those  beyond  the  union. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Waker  Lang.)  The 
number  of  children  boarded  out  in 
England  and  Wales  on  the  1st  January 
last  was  8,372.  Of  these  6,581  were 
boarded  within  the  union,  and  1,791 
beyond  the  union. 


QUESTIONS.  AND 
CIRCULATED  WITH 


ANSWERS 
THE    VOTES. 


New  Voluntary  School  at 
Heatb. 


Haywards 


Mb.  JAMES  HOPE  (Fifeshire,W.):  To 
itsk  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Eiduca- 
tion  whether  he  can  state  on  what  grounds 
the  Board  have  declined,  in  opposition  to 
the  wishes  of  the  district  council  and  a 
majority  of  the  local  ratepayers,  to 
assent  to  the  provision  of  a  new  volun- 
tary school  at  Haywards  Heath. 

{Answered  by  Sir  WiUiam  Anson,)  I 
Am  not  prepared  to  give  to  the  hon. 
Member  more  information  than  is  com- 


Tea  Imports. 
Sib  EDWARD  SASSOON(Hythe):  To 
ask  Mr.  (Siancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
I  he  would  state  the  quantity  and  value  of 
all  grades  of  tea  imported  in  1902-3,  and 
the  quantity  and  value  of  teas  im{K>rted 
from  our  possessions  and  dependencies. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  imports  of  t^a  of  all  grades  in  the 
financial  year  1902-3  amounted  to 
280,062,365  lbs.,  valued  at  £8,316,544. 
Of  this  252,400,539  lbs.,  valued  at 
J&7,513,431,  represented  imports  from 
British  possessions  and  dependencies. 

Bsch^Qner  Dtfdt 
Mb.McCRAE  (Edi&bur^,B.):  To  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  oanstate 
whether  the  realised  deficit  of  £5,415,000 
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for  the  year  190^M  baa  been  met  by  a  draft  I 
on  Bzdieqiier  balances  in  wbicb  were  \ 
included  £2,880,000  raised  by  way  of  | 
kians  and  £3,000,000  receired  <mt  of  the  | 
proceeds  of  the  Transraal  Lean. 

(Amwer^  by  Mr.  Antten  ChmA&rlain.) 
The  realised  deficit  of  a  past  year  most 
always  be  met  in  the  first  instance  out  of 
the  Rxcheqnw  balamse  until  Parliament 
is  able  to  make  odier  provision  for  it. 
In  the  present  case,  having  to  deal  with  j 
a  realised  deficit  of  £5,415,000  for  tiie 
year  1903-4,  I  propose  to  provide  for  it 
as  follows :— 1.  To  the  extent  of 
£2,880,000  it  will  be  p^manently  with- 
drawn from  the  balance,  that  being  the 
amount  by  which  the  balance  was 
abnormally  swollen  in  previoiis  years  by 
borrowings  in  excess  of  oar  requirements 
at  the  moment.  This  £2,880,000  having 
been  raised  to  meet  war  charges,  it 
appears  proper  to  employ  it  to  meet  the 
war  chiurges  for  1903-4.  Tke  money 
will  thus  be  utilised  for  the  pur- 
pose     for      which     it      was      raised. 

2.  A  sum  of  £1,000,000  will  be  provided 
from   the  unclaimed  dividend  account. 

3.  There  then  remains  a  further  sum  of 
£1,500,000,  which  will  be  replaced  from 
surplus  revenue.  It  is  with  this  object 
that  it  is  proposed  to  provide  so  krge  a 


surplus  of  estimated  revenue  over  es- 
timated expenditure  in  the  current  year. 
Tire  £3,000,000  received  from  the  Trans- 
vaal, as  described  in  the  Question,  was 
orginally  advanced  from  the  Bxohequer 
balance,  and  was  therefore,  wh^i  received, 
paid  ba<^  into  the  balance.  This  trans- 
action is  complete  in  itself.  It  does  not 
in  any  way  affect  last  year's  deficit  of 
£5,415,000,  which  is  provided  for  as 
explained  above. 

National  Debt 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  r 
To  adc  Mr.  OianceUor  of  the'  Exchequer 
what  amount  of  the  fixed  diarge  for  the 
Debt  of  £27,000,000  was,  m  the  year 
ending    3l8t   March,  1904,    applied    re- 
spectively to  interest  on  the  Funded  Debt, 
interest  on  the  Unfunded  Debt,  charges 
for  terminable  annuities,  management  of 
!  the  Debt,  and  New  Sinking  Fund;  what 
I  are       the       corresponding      estimated 
!  figures  for  1904-5 ;  what  was  the  total 
amount  wplied  in  reduction  of  the  capital 
\  of  the  Debt  in  1903-4 ;  and  what  is  the 
'  total  amount  estimated  to  be  so  applied 
in  1904-6. 

(Annoered  by  Mr,  AusUn  Chamberlain). 
Permanent  Charge  of  the  Debt — 


1 

1906-4. 

1904-5. 
(Details  estimated.) 

Portion 
representing 
repayment  ot 

eapital. 

Portion 
representing 
interest  and 
management. 

Total 

Portion 
representing 
repayment  of 

oapitol. 

Portion 
representing 
interest  and 

T6tal. 

1 

1.  Interest  of  \ 
Funded       i 
Debt  .      . 

1 

2.  Terminable ; 
Annuities . 

3.  Interest  of 
Unfunded 
Debt  .      . 

4.  Manage- 
ment of  the 
Debt  .      . 

5.  New  Sink- 
ing Fund  . 

£ 
5,045,845 

1.464,067 

£ 

16,390,445 

1,492,169 

2,422,435 

185,019 

£ 

16,390,445 

6,536,014 

2,422,435 

185,019 
1,464,067 

£ 
5,203,000 

1,917,000 

£ 

15,949,000 

1,318,000 

2,427,000 

186,000 

£ 

15,949,000 
6,5B1,000 

2.427,000 

186,000 
1,917.000 

Total 

6,509,932 

20,490,068 

27,000,000 

7.120,000 

19,880,000 

27,000,000 
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Inoome  of  ATeraffeWmrkiiig  Glass  FAinily.  I  will  state  what  was  the  total  of  Gk>yem- 
Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 'm«^t  of  India  rupees  coined  by  the 
Cleveland) :  To  ask  the  President  of  the  \  Indian  Qovamment  during  each  financial 
Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state  what  is  ;  7^^  fc>ni  1893,  when  the  Indian  mints 
the  estimate  of  the  Labour  Department  ^«re  closed  to  the  public,  up  to  31st 
of  the  approximate  average  income  per  March  of  the  present  year;  the  amount 
annum  of  an  average  working  class  family  of  net  profit  which  the  Government  of 
containing  one  adult  male  wage  earner.     !  India  has  received  during  each  financial 

I  year  from  the  coinage  of  the  said  riqpeea ; 

'  does  this  profit  consist  chiefly  of  the  ap- 

{Answered  by    Mr.    Oetald    Balfour.) ,  preciation  of  the  rupee  in  India,  as  com- 

The  average  annual  earnings  of  the  adult  i  pared      with     their      intrinsic     vahie, 

male  wag%    earners   employed   in    the  I  consequent  on  the  artificial  scarcity  of 


principal  industrial  and  agricultural 
occupations  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  a 
year  of  average  employment  may  be 
estimated  approximately  at  £70  per  head. 
The  average  income  of  a  working-class 
family  would  no  doubt  considerably  ex- 
ceed this  figure,  but  there  are  no 
materials  available  for  making  a  trust- 
worthy estimate  on  the  basis  stated  in 
the  Question. 

Post  Office  Night  Messengers  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will 
give  the  number  of  adult  night  messengers 
employed  at  each  office  in  Scotland,  with 
the  number  of  hours  they  are  on  duty 
each  week,  the  amount  of  their  weekly 
wages,  if  they  are  paid  for  overtime  and 
Sunday  duty ;  will  he  state  the  number 
of  messengers  at  each  office  against  whom 
no  report  has  been  recorded  during  the 
past  four  years ;  and  would  he  consider 
the  advisability,  by  the  bestowal  of  an 
occasional  appoiutment  as  sub-office 
postman,  award  of  good  conduct  stripes> 
or  a  small  increase  in  wages,  of  encourag- 


those  produced  by  the  prolonged  closing 
of  the  mints  against  coinage  by  the 
public ;  what  is  the  amount  of  deficit  or 
surplus,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  has 
been  shown  in  each  year  in  the  financial 
statement  of  the  (Government  of  India 
during  each  of  the  years  above  specified  ; 
have  the  net  profits  on  the  coinage  of 
Government  of  India  rupees  been  taken 
credit  for  in  the  Indian  financial  state- 
ment as  revenue  receipts,  and  have  they 
consequently  been  applied  to  the 
diminishment  of  the  annual  deficits  or 
the  increase  of  the  annual  surpltuses 
during  the  period  in  question;  if  these 
profits  on  coinage  have  been  so  taken 
credit  for,  what  would  be  the  amonnts 
of  the  deficits  or  surpluses  of  the  Indian 
Government  for  each  of  the  years  since 
1893  if  the  said  profits  on  the  rupee 
coinage  were  deducted. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
(1)  Rupees  coined  by  the  Government  of 
India  :-^  1893-94,  4,14,11,170  Rs.;  1894- 
96,  Nil;   1895-96.   Nfl;    1896-97,    Nil; 

„     _    _  _    _„       1897-8,      48,64,720     Rs.  ;        1898-99, 

ing  only  those  night  ml^ngerswho^  I  *l>79,600Rs.;  1899-1900, 1,30,18,080 Rs.; 
character  and  conduct  are  reported  as  I  l^O^l'  17,14,79,318  Rs.;  1901^, 
being  thoroughly  satisfactorv  by  their !  ^'^^20,460  Rs. ;     1902-03,  11,27,22,680 


respective  postmasters. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  I  am 
having  inquiry  made  and  will  communi* 
cate  the  result  to  the  hon.  Member. 

Indian  Ooinage. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he 


Rs. ;  1903-04  (first  eleven  months)  about 
1 14,00,00,000  Rs. ;  (2)  The  net  profit  on 
I  the  rupee  coinage  from  the  1st  April, 
1893,  to  the  31st  March,  1900,  is  not  shown 
separately  in  the   accounts*     The  net 
profit  on  the  coinage  of  new  rupees  since 
the  1st  April,  1900,  has  been:^1900-01, 
I  £3,031,294;  1901-02,  £415,100;  1902-3, 
,£264,028;    1903-4,    £2,465,700     (Esti- 
mated).   (3)  The  profit  consists  of  t)ie 
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difieienoe  between  the  cost  price  of  nipees 
and  the  value  (Is.  4d.)  at  which  tiiey 
circulate.  (4)  Surpluses  and  deficits  from 
1893-4 :— 


Surplus. 

Deficit. 

£ 

£ 

1893-W     - 

— 

1,031,332 

1894-96     - 

462,073 

._ 

1895-96     - 

1.202,666 

— 

1896-97     - 

— 

1,136,681 

1897-98     - 

— 

3,572,807 

1898-99     - 

2,640,873 

— 

1899-1900- 

2,774,623 

..^ 

190(M)1     - 

1,670204 

_ 

1901-02     - 

4,950,243 



1902-03     - 

3,069.549 

— 

1903-04     - 

2,711,200 
(Bstimated) 

(5)  From  the  Ist  April,  1893,  to  the  31st 
March,  1900,  the  net  profits  on  the  rupee 
coinage  were  regarded  as  revenue  receipts 
and  contributed  therefore  to  increase  the 
surplus  or  diminish  the  deficit  of  the 
year.  From  the  1st  April,  1900,  the  net 
profits  on  the  coinage  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Grold  Reserve  Fund,  and  no 
longer  affect  the  surplus  or  deficit  of  the 
year. . 

Indian  Police  Oommission— Publication  of  i 
Beport  I 

Sib  SEYMOUR  KING  (HuU,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  | 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  | 
a  statement   made    officially    on   15th 
February  last  by  Sir  Denzil  Ibbetson ,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Viceroy's  Council,  to  the  | 
effect    that     the     issues     involved   in  i 
the  recommendations  of  the  Indian  Police  i 
Commission  were  then  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  and  that  the  : 
publication  of  the  Report  depended  on 
nis  consideration  of  the  question;   and 
whether  he  can  explain  the  delay  in  the 
consideration  of  the  question. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrich)  I 
I  have  not  seen  any  report  of  a  state- 
ment by  Sir  D.  Ibbetson  that  the  recom- 
mendations of  the    Police    Commission 
were  before  me  for  consideration,  nor  ' 
would  such  a  statement  have  been  correct. 
But  he    appears    to  have    said,   quite  i 
accurately,  that  the  publication  o'  the  ' 


Report  was  deferred  under  my  oiders 
and  those  of  my  predecessor,  imtil  the 
consideration  oi  the  issues  involved 
should  be  further  advanced.  As  I  have 
already  explained  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  as  the.  Viceroy  has  also 
stated  in  the  speech  which  he  delivered 
on  the  Budget  on  30th  March,  the  Report 
had  to  be  laid  before  Local  Gk>vemments 
for  their  opinions;  and  until  those 
opinions  have  been  obtained  orders  can- 
not be  passed  upon  the  recommendations 
I  of  the  Commission.  So  far  as  I  am 
aware,  there  has  been  no  avoidable  delay 
in  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  I 
have  pressed  the  Qovemment  of  India  to 
expedite  their  recommendations  so  far  as 
they  are  able.  * 

I 

!       Bew  Army  Scheme— Cost  of  Staffs. 

I  Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  will  state  what  will  be  the 
total  cost  of  the  staffs  for  the  eight  ad- 
ministrative districts  in  the  Esher  scheme, 
including  general  officers  in  chief,  major 
generals'  and  brigadiers'  staff,  besides  the 
officers  of  the  general  staff. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forster.)  A  Committee  is  at  present 
considering  the  division  of  the  United 
Kingdom  into  commands  and  administra- 
tive districts,  and  for  the  decentralisa- 
tion of  duties  to  those  commands  and 
districts,  and  for  the  provision  of  the 
personnel  necessary  for  those  duties. 
Until  the  Report  of  this  Committee  has 
been  received,  I  am  unable  to  answer  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 

Promotion  to  the  Bank  of  Oolonel 
and  Major -General. 

Sib  CARNE  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  reply  of  the  late  Mr.  Stanhope,  when 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  given  to  the 
late  Oeueral  Sir  C.  Eraser  on  1st  Decem- 
ber, 1890,  and  afterwards  promulgated  in 
successivf*  Royal  Warrants,  that  promo- 
tion by  selection  to  fill  an  appointment 
from  the  ranks  of  colonel  and  major- 
general  would  not  be  brought  into  force 
until  the  number  of  general  officers  was 
reduced  to  100  ;  and  to  the  fact  that  a 
Royal  Warrant  was  issued  on  5th 
November,  1899,  in  contravention  of  this 
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undertaking;  and  will  he  take  step^  for 
giving  consideration  to  thoee  officers 
whose  prospects  of  promotion  and  pension 
were  thus  destroyed. 

{Ansufertd  by  Mr.  Secrelary  Arnaldr 
Farster,)  My  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  this  matter.  Itmustbepointedoutthat 
for  tnany  years  prior  to  1901,  it  had  been 
open  to  the  Commander  -  in  -  Chief  to 
specially  recommend  that  any  vacancy  in 
tjie  rank  of  major-general  should  be  filled 
by  selection  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the 
senior  colonels,  promotion  by  seniority 
being  thus  practically  abolished.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  admitted 
that  the  prospects  of  th^  officers  referred 
to  were  such  as  would  justify  their  cases 
being  specially  dealt  with,  and  it  Ia  re- 
gretted that  it  is  not  possible  to  extend  any 
exceptional  treatment  to  them. 

Import  Duties  on  Agricultural  Implements 
in  West  Afhca. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMU£L:  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
what  are  the  rates  of  import  duty  on 
agricultural  implements  and  industrial 
machines  in  Gambia,  the  Gold  Coast, 
Sierra  T^eone,  and  Lagos;  req>ectively. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  LyUelton.) 
Agricultural  implements  and  industrial 
machinery  are  exempt  from  duty  in  the 
Gambia,  the  Gold  Coast,  and  Sierra  Leone. 
In  Lagos  an  Ordinance  has  been  passed 
exempting  agricultural  implements  and 
machinery  from  the  10  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  duty  which  has  hitherto  existed, 
and  steps  are  being  taken  to  extend  to 
all  industrial  machinery  the  exemption 
from  the  same  duty  which  has  hitherto 
been  granted  only  in  the  case  of  mining  , 
and  sawing  machinery. 

Boer  War  Compensation. 
Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire,  Eifion) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  moneys  expended  in  repatriation  of 
the  Boers  after  the  war,  and  in  compensa- 
tion for  losses  sustained  by  them  in  or 
in  consequence  of  the  war,  and  stating 
the  name  and  address  of  every  person 
who  received  any  such  moneys  and  on 
what  account  the  same  was  received. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttdtan.} 
I  regret  that  I  do  not  consider  that  I 
should  be  justified  in  undertaking  to^ 
have  this  statement  prepared,  the 
compilation  of  which  would  involve  sl 
great  expenditure  ol  time  and  money. 

Birmingliaai  and  Sovtliwaik  Biah^pricv 
Bill-Second  Beading. 

Sm  J.  FERGUSSON  (Mancbeeter^ 
N.  E.) :  To  ask  the  First  Ix>rd  of  tiie 
Treasury  whether  he  will  endeavour  to 
find  a  day  before  Whitsuntide  for  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Birmingham  and 
Southwark  Biflioprics  Bill. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.} 
Without  giving  any  pledge,  I  may  say 
that  I  certainly  hope  this  Bill  may  be 
read  a  second  time  before  Whitsuntide. 

Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (liver- 
pool,  Exohange) :  To  ask  tiie  First  Locd 
of  the  Treasury  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  notices  of  opposition  to  l^o 
Bishoprics  of  Southwark  and  Binnin|^am 
Bill  which  appear  on  the  Paper,  be  will 
give  a  few  days'  notice  before  moving  the 
Second  Reading  of  t^  Bill. 

(Aviswered  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfom.)  I  am 
always  anxious  to  give  ample  notice  of 
business  which  is  to  be  brou^t  before  the 
House ;  but  this  Bill  is  in  the  second  rank 
of  Government  measures,  and  I  moat  not 
be  understood  as  obliged  to  give  long 
notice. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


6th  y.B.  The  King's  IdverpoolBeciment* 
Lientenant  Green's  Case. 

*Mb.  REA  (Gloucester):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  fot  Wat 
whether,  in  connection  with  the  court 
of  inquiry  held  on  the  5th  December, 
1903,  to  consider  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
R.  Creen  of  the  6th  V.B.  The  Kinjg'a 
Liverpool    Regiment,     he      will     give 

Eftrticulars  of  the  information  given  to 
ieutenant  Creen,  before  the  holding  of 
the  inquiry,  as  to  its  scope  and  the 
nature  of  the  charges  he  would  have 
to  answer;  what  were  the  particulars 
of  the  charges  which  were  made 
against  Lieutenant  Creen  at  the  inquiry ; 
what  is  the  name  of  the  officer  stated 
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b^  over  2,000,  he  will  use  the  power 
given  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
Act  of  1900,  and  make  experiments 
with  improved  couplings  with  a  view 
to  selectmg  a  suitable  appliance  to  be 
adopted  on  the  British  railways  which 
will  diminish  these  accidents. 


Thb  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Jir.  Arnold-Forster,  Betbat, 
W.) :  Lieutenant  Green  having  submitted 
copies  of  correspondence  on  his  case  to 
&e  Greneral  Officer  Gon*manding,  who  in 
turn  submitted  them  to  the  War  Office, 
the  Secretary  of  State  ordered  a  court 
of  inquiry  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
this  correspondenoe.  The  actual  instruc- 
tions to  the  court  were  "  To  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  tiie 
Officer  Commanding  the  8th  Regimental 
District  having  called  on  Lieutenant 
Green  to  resign  his  commission,  and  to 
rqK)rt  thereon."  From  this  it  is  clear 
tiutt  Lieutenant  Green  did  not  require 
any  special  information.  The  officer 
called  as  a  witness  by  him  was  Lieu- 
tenant Radford.  In  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  the  corps,  a  balance  sheet  of  the 
accounts,  other  than  those  dealing  with 
public  funds,  and  which  include,  among 
many  items,  officers*  subscriptions,  is 
prepared  annually,  audited  by  the 
finimce  conunittee,  and  posted  in  the 
orderly  room;  but  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  rule  under  which  in- 
dividual officers  can  demand  an  inspection 
of  the  details  of  this  account. 

*Ur.  re  a  put  a  further  Question, 
but  lir.  Arnold-Forster  said  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  details.  The  case  had 
been  adjudicated  upon  by  a  competent 
court. 

Railway  Couplinga 
Mr.  bell  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  reports  of  the  Liter- 
ttate  of  Commerce  Conmiissioners  of  the 
United  States  of  America  show  that 
accidents  from  coupling  and  uncoupling 
vehicles  on  the  railroads  in  the  United 
States  sinoe  the  compulsory  adoption  of 
automatic  couplings  in  1893  have  resulted 
in  an  aggregate  reduction  of  62,419  such 
accidents;  and,  if  so,  whether,  in  view 
of  the  bet  that  similar  accidents  in  this 
country  in  the  same  period  have  increased 


The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OF    TRADE    (Mr.    Gerald    Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  In  the  suggested  com* 
parison  between  this  country  and  the 
I  United  States  of  America  the  hon.  Mem- 
I  ber  appears  to  overlook  the  fact  that 
I  the  couplings  formerly  in   use    in  the 
United  States  of  America  were  such  aa 
to  oblige  shunters  to  go  between  trucks 
I  for  the  purpose  of  attaching  or  detaching 
them,  and  did  not  allow  a  shunting  pole 
to  be  used  from  outside  as  is  the  practice 
i  in  this  country.    The  apparent  morease 
I  of  accidents  in  the  United  Kingdom  is, 
!  in  the  main,  due  to  the  change  in  the 
instructions  for  reporting  accidents  which 
was   made  by  the  Board  of  Trade   in 
1896;   the   number    of    fatal    accidenta 
from .  the  cause   referred    to   doe3    not 
I  show  an  increase  over  a  series  of  years^ 
despite  the  large  increase  of  traffic.    It 
I  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied  that  railway- 
service  is  less  dangerous  in  this  country 
than  in  the  United  States  of  America^ 
I  The  Department  carefully  watches  the 
I  progress  of  invention  of  new  methoda 
j  of  coupling,  and  the  Inspecting  Officers 
!  of  Railways  inspect,  and  are  always  ready 
;  to  inspect,  any  promising  invention.    The 
I  railway  companies  have  also  made  prao- 
!  tical  experiments  with  couplers  and  will 
I  continue   to  do  so.    I  gather,  however^ 
I  that  no  invention  has  yet  been  submitted 
I  which  promises  to  be  suitable  for  general 
adoption ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  time 
has  come  when  the  Board  of  Trade  could 
I  with  advantage  take  the  task  of  ezperi« 
menting  and  selecting  into  its  own  hands« 

Irish  Land  Act  Finance 
I  Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  (Antrim,  8.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  when 
an  advance  is  sanctioned  under  the  Land 
Act  of  1903,  the  only  bank  in  which  the 
amount  advanced  can  be  placed!  on 
deposit  receipt,  pending  the  Land  Com* 
missioners  being  satisfied  with  the  title  to 
the  purchase-money,  is  the  Bank  of  Ire* 
land;  that  this  bank  has  refused  to  give 
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a  q^idl  xate  lor  such  deposite,  and  that 
the  late  of  interest  idlowed  to  depositors 
by  the  Bank  of  Ireland  is  one-half  per 
cent,  leas  than  that  given  by  the  other 
great  banks  in  Bn^Utnd  and  Ireland, 
he  will,  by  legislation  or  otiierwise, 
abolish  this  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  and  give  facilities  for  such  lodg* 
ments  being  made  with  other  banks. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  Victor  Caven- 
dish, Derbyshire,  W.):  The  purchase- 
money  paid  into  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
pending  distribution  is  not  in  the  first 
instance  placed  there  on  deposit  receipt ; 
it  must  be  invested  after  fourteen  days 
in  accordance  with  rules  made  by  ^e 
Land  Commission  unless  the  parties 
themselves  ask  to  have  it  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  on  deposit  receipt. 
Under  the  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,  Ireland,  the  deposit-receipts 
of  banks  other  than  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
are  not  authorised  securities  for  such  a 
purpose.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Bank 
of  belaud  allows  a  lower  rate  of  interest 
to  depositors  generally  than  the  other 
Irish  banks  do,  though  the  other  Irish 
banks  appear  to  allow  preferential  rates 
in  some  cases  while  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
does  not.  It  would  be  highly  incon- 
venient that  the  purchase-money  should 
be  paid  into  a  different  bank  from  that 
which  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  Land 
Commission  and  of  the  National  Debt 
Commissioners ;  and  I  cannot  undertake 
to  propose  any  change  in  the  law  or 
practice  governing  the  matter. 

Number  of  people  encaged  in  Agriculture 
m  Scotland. 

Mb.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Huntingdonshire,  as 
representing  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  if  he  will  state  what  is  the 
total  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  in  Scotland. 


Mk.  AILWYN  FELLOWES  (Hunting, 
denshire,  Ramsey):  The  number  of 
persons  over  ten  years  of  age  returned  as 
occupied  in  agriculture  in  Scotland  at  the 
census  of  1901,  was  209,711,  of  ivvhom 
169,130  were  males,  and  40,581  were 
iemales. 


Boacd    of    Africnltiire    Asdataat 
Inapectora. 

Db.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Huntingdonshire,  as  representing 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether  it  is  intended  to  subject  the 
assistant  inspectors  of  the  Board,  who 
are  graduates  of  a  University,  ex-officers 
in  the  Army  and  Navy,  or  who  hold  a 
diploma  from  one  of  the  leading  agricul- 
tural colleges,  to  a  preliminary  examina- 
tion in  dictation,  writing,  arithmetic,  and 
English  composition;  and  whether  he 
wiU  consider  the  advisability  in  the  case 
of  the  assistant  inspectors  already 
appointed,  who  are  either  ex-officers, 
graduates,  or  the  holders  of  a  diploma, 
of  testing  their  efficiency  by  examining 
them  in  the  existing  Acts  and  Orders  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  which  they  have 
to  administer. 

Mr.  AILWYN  FELLOWES :  It  rests 
solely  with  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sioners to  decide  whether,  in  view  of  the 
possession  of  qualifications  such  as  those 
to  which  the  hon.  (Gentleman  refers,  they 
will,  in  any  case,  dispense  with  any 
further  literary  examination  aa  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  the  grant  of  their 
certificate.  FuU  {Mirticulars  regarding 
any  such  qualifications  will  be  placed 
before  the  Commissioners  in  each 
instance. 

8kop  HoQn  BilL 
Mb.  JAMES  RBID  (Greenock):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  when  he  expects  to 
introduce  the  measure  for  dealing  with 
shop  hours. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akbbs- 
DouGLAS,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  As  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Prime  Minister 
said  in  answer  to  a  similar  Question 
yesterday ,t  the  Bill  is  ready  and  it  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  no  long  delay  in 
introducing  it;  but  I  am  unable  to 
mention  a  date. 

Experimeata  on  Dofs. 
Mb.     LOOAN    (Leicestershire,     Har- 
borough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 

tSeepage  602. 
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his  attentdon  has  been  directed  to  Pro- 
iesaor  Soh&fer's  experiments  on  dogs;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  109  doctors  entered 
a  protest  against  the  experiments  as 
being  cruel  and  useless,  he  proposes  to 
take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

♦Mb.  AKBRS-DOUGLAS :  Yes.  Sir; 
the  memorial  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  has  received  my  most  careful 
consideration,  together  with  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case;  but  for 
reasons  which  I  explained  in  answer  to 
Questions  last  year  I  did  not  feel  justified 
in  disallowing  the  experiments. 

Nursing  in  Workhouses. 
Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Oovemment  Board  if  he  will  state  the 
cause  of  the  delay  in  issuing  tne  new 
Order  relating  to  nursing  in  workhouses. 

Thb  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Obant 
Lawson,  Toricshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk) :  Since 
the  Reportof  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  this  subject  was  made  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  received  a  considerable 
number  of  representations  on  points  re- 
lating  to  their  recommendations.  These 
representations  have  now  been  considered 
by  the  Committee,  and  he  hopes  shortly 
to  be  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the 
matter  by  a  Ueneral  Order. 

Oongo  Free  State— Trade  Regulations. 
Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEairs 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Alidina 
Yisram,  the  leading  British  Indian  mer- 
chant in  Uganda,  has  been  stopped  by 
the  officials  of  the  Congo  Free  State  from 
exporting  a  consignment  of  goods  which 
he  had  purchased  in  that  State;  andr 
seeing  that  such  action  is  a  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Berlin  (General  Act 
requiring  freedom  of  trade  in  the  Congo 
Free  State,  what  steps  the  Oovemment 
propose  to  take  in  the  miatter. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  fob  foreign  AFFAIRS  (Earl 
PsBOT,  Kensington,  S.) :  No  information 
on  the  subject  has  reached  the  Foreign 
Office. 


Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  WiU  the 
noble  Lord  make  inquiries  ? 

Eabl  PERCY :  I  should  have  thought 
the  person  who  complained  would  have 
;  communicated  with  the  Foreign  Office. 

'  Bonamargy  Buins. 

Mb.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.)  •  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Ballycastle  Rural  District  Council 
aie  desirous  of  handing  over  the  custody 

'  of  certain  ruins  at  Bonamargy  to  the 
Board  of  Works ;   and  whether,  in  accord- 

!  ance  with  the  Ancient  Monuments  Pro- 
tection Act  of  1892,  he  will  see  this  offer 
is  accepted. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND   (Mr.    Wyndham,    Dover):     An 

I  application  to  this  effect  was  made  by 
the  district  council.  Section  19  of  the 
Local  (Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898, 
enables  a  county  council  to  become  the 
guardians  of  a  class  of  ancient  monu- 

I  ments  or  structures,  of  which  the  ruins 
in  question  appear  to  be  one.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  district  council  should 
vest  these  ruins  in  the  county  council 
for  preservation  under  the  provisions  of 

;  the  enactment  mentioned. 

I     Mb.  SLOAN:     WUl    the   right  hon^ 
Qentleman  make  representations  to  the 
'  oounty  council  to  do  this  ? 

i     Mb.  wyndham  :    Yes,  if  the  matter 
,  comes  before  me  officiaUy;    but  applica- 
tion   to  the  county  council  should    be 
,  made  in  the  first  instance  by  the  district 
council. 

I      Ballinasloe  Lunatic  Asylum— Charge 
against  an  a  ttendant. 

Mb.  SLOAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  an 
attendant  named  Kenny,  of  the  Ballin- 
asloe Lunatic  Asylum,  inflicted  injuries 
I  upon  an  inmate  under  his  charge ;  and 
'  if,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  acting 
medical  superintendent  dismissed  Kenny, 
who  has  since  been  fined  by  a  magL-  trate 
in  £5,  he  can  say  for  what  reason  have 
the  asylum  committee  reinstated  Kenny. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  The  facts  are  as 
stated.     Kenny  was  ordered  to  pay  a 
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fine  of  £5  or,  in  default,  to  undergo  two 
months  impriBonment  with  hard  labour. 
The  appointment  and  dismiBsal  of  asylum 
attendants  are  vested  in  the  committee 
without  power  of  intervoition  on  die 
part  of  the  Executive.    The  committee, 
I  understand,  considered  that  the  fine  of ! 
£5,  together  witii    a  caution  which  it  i 
administered    to  Kenny,   was  sufficient  I 
punishment.       Should    the    committee 
insist  on  retaining  the  services  of  K^my  I 
the  Government  will  consider  how  far 
its  action  is  consistent  with  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  Capitalaon  Grant  in  aid 
of    the   maintenance    of    ike   insane  is 
payable   under    Section  58   (2)  of    the 
Local  Government  Act,  1898. 

Ballinasloe  Lunatic  Asjlum—Beiident 
Medical  Superintendent 

Mr.  SLOAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  can  explain  under  what 
circumstances  the  committee  of  the 
Ballinasloe  District  Lunatic  Asylum  has 
appointed  the  junior  medical  assistant  to 
be  resident  medical  superintendent  and 
refused  the  appointment  to  the  acting 
medical  superintendent ;  if  he  can  say 
what  were  the  superior  qualifications  of 
the  junior  medical  assistant  that  the 
acting  medical  superintendent  did  not 
possess ;  and  will  he  take  steps  that  the 
appointment  be  not  sanctioned  until  the 
merits  of  each  case  have  been  duly  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  appointment 
of  resident  medical  superintendent  of  the 
asylum  is  vested  by  law  in  the  asylum 
committee,  but  subject  to  the  concurrence 
of  the  Lord-Lieutenant.  The  papers 
connected  with  the  appointment  in  the 
present  case  are  now  before  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant. 

Mr.  SLOAN:  May  I  ask  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  this  gentleman  had 
been  acting  as  superintendent  of  this 
asylum  and  was  fully  qualified,  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  making  some 
representations  in  his  favour  to  the 
asylum  authorities  so  that  he  may  not  be 
refused  the  appointment  because  he 
acted  injudiciously  in  the  case  mentioned 
in  dismissing  the  attendant. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  power  of 
appointment   is  vested   in  the    asylum 


committee,  not  in  ihB  (Jovenmieiit^ 
There  is  a  certain  power  in  the  €k>v«mi- 
ment  to  veto  the  appointment,  b«t  only 
in  connection  with  matters  of  qmali* 
fication. 

Mr.  SLOAN:   Will  this  case  be  conr 
sidered  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  on  the 
grounds  that  I  have  indicated. 

Down  Oounty  Oourt  Judge  and  the 
Newcastle  Voting  Register. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  atteHtJoo 
has  been  directed  to  the  observations  of 
the  County  Oourt  Judge  of  Down  at  the 
last  revision  Court  on  the  maniier  in 
which  the  officials  had  made  up  the  Local 
Government  register  of  voters  for  tiw 
town  of  Newcastle,  in  the  conntj  of 
Down,  whereby  numbers  of  the  hi^est 
ratepayers  have  been  disfranchised ;  and., 
if  so,  whether  the  Local  Qovermment 
Board  will  provide  that  the  proposed 
changes  in  the  local  government  of  the 
I  town  shall  not  come  into  effect  nntil  tiie 
I  1st  of  January  neztt  when  a  new  register 
I  will  come  into  force. 

I     Mr.  WYNDHAM  :    The  observations 
I  of  the  Judge  have  not  been  brought  to 
I  my  notice,  but  I  am  endeavouring   to 
;  obtain  a  report  of  them.     I  would  point 
'  out,  however,  that  an  opportunity  was 
afforded    at   the    revision    sessions    to 
remedy  any  imperfections  in  the  voters* 
lists.    I  am  a&aid  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  could  not  properly  postpone 
the  proposed  constitution  of  Newcastle 
as  a  municipal  town   in  view   of    the 
reasons  urged  by  my  hon.  friend^  b«t  I 
I  will  make  inquiry. 

I  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSBLL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
j  inquired  whether  the  proposed  ohsjigea 
,  had  been  submitted  to  the  ordinary  rules» 

whether  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayeis 
I  had  been  taken,  and  whether  the  inquiiy 

had  been  held  by  the  Local  Oovwnment 
I  Board. 

!     Mb.  WYNDHAM :     I  cannot  answer 
that  Question  without  notice. 

I     Sunday  Hurling  Matehes  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  CHARLES  CRAIG :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lisn- 
tenant  of  Ireland  the  following  Question^ 
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of  •  wki^  I  have  given  him  private  notice : 
Whether  he  wiU  taJce  steps  to  prevent  the 
pl.jtying  of  horling  matches  atBUris,  nei^r 
Lisbum*  on  Sumlays,  as  Blaris  is  the 
<^ntfe  of  a  strongly  Protestant  district 
iFhere  the  playing  of  these  matches  on 
Sundays  deeply  o^ends  th«  religipus  feel-  i 
ingi  oi  the  inhabitants,  and  on  what  dis- 
^ict»  if  any,  the  cost  of  the  extra  police 
^^fted  into  Lisbnrn  on  Sunday  last  will 
Ibe  levied? 

1IB.WTNDBAM:  Whilst  members  of 
the  Hurling  Clab  are  within  their  legal 
xights  in  playing  near  Lisburn  on  Snnday 
or  inviting  other  d^bs  to  Lisburn  for  the 
bond  fide  purpose  of  joining  in  the  game, 
oven  though  by  so  doing  they  should 
o£Eend  the  religious  susceptibilities  of  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district, 
yet  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  some 
reaBonable    and    amicable    arrangement 
oannot  be  arrived  at  whereby  the  games 
mig^  be  played  in  a  locality,  and  under 
ooiMlitionSyless  calculated  to  arouse  opposi* 
^tion  than  those  which  exist  in  this  par^ 
i^ienlar  instance.    And  I  am  not  without 
hope    that    by  the  exercise  of  a  Uttle 
mutual  forbearance,  and  by  the  interven- 
^on  of  the    leaders  of  opinion  on  both 
^des>  good  fueling  may  be  restored  and 
the  peace  of  the  community  maintained. 
At  tiie  same  time,  it  miist  be  distinctly 
underBtood  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  Executive  Oovemment  to  protect 
minoritieB  in  this  as  in  every  other  part  of 
Ireland  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  their 
oonstitutional  rights,  even  though  such 
exercise  should  in  this  case,  as  in  the  case 
of  street  preaching.  Party  processions,  and 
'Buch  like,  arouse  the   hostility  of  the 
majority  of  the  residents  of  the  district. 
I   ought,  however,  to  add  that  should 
-the  attempt  of   minorities  to    exercise 
theee  rights  be  accompanied  by  a  display 
of  force,  or  by  such  other  circumstances 
SB  are  calculated  to  excite  terror  and 
alarm,  or  to   endanger  the  peace  and 
tranqoillity  of  the  neighbourhood,  they 
thereby  become  members  of  an  unlawful 
assembly  and  may  be  dealt  witii  as  such. 
The  question  of  imposing  the  ^ost  of 
extra  police  will   receive    further  con- 
sideration.   My  dettre  i^  that  all  parties 
ahouid  co-operate  to  end  the  regrettable 
events  which  have,  so   far  as  I  know, 
for  the  fiist  time  led  to  breaches  of  the 
peil«e  in  Liabum.   The  Ctovernment  will 


seek  to  avoid  any  action  which  might 
render  it  harder  for  either  side  to  refrain  ' 
from  giving  or  taking  o£Eence.  I  have 
just  re3eived  a  telegram,  and  I  am  ^•d 
to  say  that  the  magistrates  have  passed 
the  folio ^ng  resolution.  "It  is  with 
great  gratification  that  we  learn  that  the 
club  have  resolve  1  not  to  have  any 
further  games  on  Sundays  in  this  district. 
We  regard  this  decision  as  deBcrving  of 
oomn^eiidatioa,  and  beUeve  that  l&eir 
act'.on  will  lead  to  the  preservation  of 
the  peace."  It  is  a  matter  of  general 
congratulation,  and  I  may  say  I  join 
in  that  hope  of  the  magistrates  that 
their  decision  should  not  be  regarded  as 
a  matter  of  triumph  to  anyone,  but  as  a 
matter  of  general  congratulation  that 
they  should  waive  their  undoubted  right 
in  deference  to  views  which  they  do  not 
share. 

I       Defence  Oommittae  of  the  Oabinet. 

I     ♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 

I  shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 

I  continues  to  entertain  the  intention  to 

j  propose  a  Vote  for  the    Secretary    or 

I  Staff  of  the  Defence  Committee  of  the 

.  Cabinet  for  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 

Treasury    is  to  answer  and  on  which 

I  matters  concerning  both  Army  and  Navy 

may  be  discussed ;  and,  if  so,  when  he 

expects  to  be  able  to  give  notice  of  such 

a  Vote.  , 


,  The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J, 
Balfour,  Manchester,  £.):  Tes,  Sir,  I 
hope  there  wiU  be  an  Estimate  put  down 
on  this  subject  to  enable  a  discussion  to 
take  place,  but  I  cannot  at  present  inform 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  when  the  date 
will  be. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar* 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  any  decision  has 
yet  been  arrived  at  as  to  the  formation 
of  the  small  secretariat  for  the  Defence 
Conunittee,  as  recommended  in  Part  I. 
of  the  War  Office  (Reconstitution)  Com* 
mittee's  R^rt  and  further  referred  to 
in  the  covering  letter  of  Part  III.  in  the 
statement  that  Part  I.  contained  the 
principles  of  the  changes  advocated,  and 
that  the  whole  of  these,  with  the  excep- 
tion   of    the   formation   of    the    small 
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secretariat  for  the  Defence  Committee, 
had  already  become  operative. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  I  have 
already  by  implication  answered  this 
Question.  It  is  proposed  there  shall  be 
a  small  permanent  secretariat. 

Birmingham  and  Sonthwark  Bishopric 
BilL 

Sir  J.  FERGU8S0N  (Manchester, 
N.E.)  asked  the  Prime  Minister  a  Ques- ' 
tion  of  which  he  had  given  private 
notice — whether  he  wonld  endeavour  to 
give  a  day  before  Whitsuntide  for  the 
Birmingham  and  Sonthwark  Bbhopric  ; 
Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BAIiFOUR  :  Yes.  I  noticed 
my  right  hon.  friend  had  a  Question  on 
this  subject  among  the  unstarred  Ques-  { 
tions  in  to-day's  Paper.  I  may  at  once 
say  I  shall  certainly  hope  that  the  Second  ! 
Reading  of  the  Bill  will  be  passed  long 
before  Whitsuntide,  and  I  shall  be  greatly 
disappointed  if  it  is  not. 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES), 
Mr.  Halsbt  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  they  had 
discharged  the  following  Member  frooL 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade 
(including  A^griculture  and  FiBhing)» 
Shipping,  and  Manufactures,  in  respect 
of  the  Savings  Banks  Acts  Amendment 
Bill:  Mr.  Broadhurst;  and  had  ap- 
pointed in  substitution :  Mr.  Batty 
Langley. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL. 


CHARTERED  SOCIETIES  BILL. 
*"  To  provide  ior  the  further  protectioik 
of  Chartered  Societies,"  presented  by 
Sir  John  RoUeston;  supported  by  Mr. 
Fletcher  Moidton,  Sir  James  WoodhouBe 
Mr.  Alban  GKbbs,  Sir  Francis  Evans,  and 
Mr.  Hunter  Craig ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Thursdav,  5th  May,  and  to* 
be  printed.    [BUI  160.] 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELI..BANNERBfAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  has  any  in- 
formation to  give  me  with  reference  to 
the  business  for  next  week  ? 

Mr.   a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  Sir.    I 
left  it  a  doubtful  point  yesterday  whether  j 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Aliens  Bill  < 
would  be  taken  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  i 
it  being  an  open  question  which  of  the 
two  days    should    be    devoted   to   the  > 
Budget  debate.    I  am  now  in  a  position 
to  announce  that  I  propose  to  take  the 
Second  Reading   of  the  Aliens  Bill  on  ; 
Monday,  and  we  shall  proceed  with  the 
Budget  debate  on  Tuesday. 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE^ 
Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the 
lA>rdB  to  request  that  their  Lordships 
will  be  pleased  to  give  leave  to  Sir 
Henry  Oraham,  K.C.B.,  the  Clerk  of  the 
ParUaments,  to  attend  to  be  examined 
as  a  Witness  before  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts.— (ASir  Bramj>ton  Qurdon.) 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (SUPPLY). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  have  precedence  this  day  of 
the  Business  of  Supply. — (Mr.  A,  J^ 
Balfouir.) 


WAYS  AND  MEANS, 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHSB  (Cumberland^ 
Penrith)  in  the  chair.] 

Income-tax. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  income-tax  shall  be  charged  for 
the  year  beginning  the  6th  &y  of 
April,  1904,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling.'* 
— (Mr.  Chancdlcr  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  On  a  point  of  order. 
Sir,  I  understand  that  there  waa  an 
agreement  come  to  last  m^t  that  there 
should  be  a  general  discussion  on  tiiia 
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Resolution  with  regard  to  the  Btidget. 
Ma^  we  take  it  that  that  is  so  ? 

♦The  chairman  :  Yes ;  I  also  under- 
stand  there  was  a  general  agreement 
come  to,  and  my  assent  was  not  with- 
held. Therefore,  I  presume  that  the 
discussion  on  the  Income-Tax  Resolution 
will  be  permitted  to  range  over  the 
whole  subject  of  the  Budget. 

Mr.    SYDNEY    BUXTON    said    it 
seemed  to  him   that  there  were  three 
points  in  connection  with  the   Budget, 
one  of  which  was  satisfactory,  and  the 
other  two,  he   thought,    were    unsatis- 
factory.     The   satisfactory    point    was 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  announced  his  intention  of  main- 
taining the  Sinking  Fund.    The  unsatis- 
factory  points  were,  the  enormous  ex- 
X>enditure  for  which  the  Budget  provided 
and  the  methods  by  which  the  nght  hon. 
Grentleman  proposed  to    meet    the  de- 
ficiency.     Hon.    Members    particularly 
objected  to  the  manner  in  which  indirect 
taxation    was    being    added    to,    and 
especially  to  the    proposal  to  put  an  i 
additional  tax  on  tea.    In  making  his 
arrangements  for  the  coming  year  the 
Chancellor     of     the     Exchequer     had 
practically  two  deficiencies  to  provide 
for.      He  had    to    provide    first  for  a 
realised    deficiency    of    something   hke 
£5,500,000,    and    he    also  had   to  pro- 
vide   for    an    estimated  deficiency   in 
the  coming  year  of  £3,500,000^  giving 
together  a  total  deficiency  of  £9,000,000  i 
for  which  he    had  to    make   provision  j 
in  the  coming  year.    He  proposed  to  , 
divide  the   deficiency  into    two   parts. 
He   practically  borrowed  the  whole  of 
the  realised  deficiency  of  last  year,  and  i 
he  proposed  further  to  meet  the  expendi-  j 
ture  of  the  coming  year  by  increased  j 
taxation.    That  was  perhaps,  a  matter  i 
on  whidi  he  might   be  congratulated.  < 
He  (the  speaker)  confessed  he  was  not 
exactly  disappointed  in  finding   that  the  | 
Chancellor  of   the    Exchequer  did  not 
intend  to  provide  in  any  way,  or,  at  anv  < 
rate,  only  provided   to    a    very   small 
extent,  for  the  realised  deficiency  of  last 
year.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  whole  of 
that  deficiency  of  over  £5,000,000  had 
practically  been  taken  from  borrowings, 
and  to  that  extent,  of  course,  it  had  been 
added  to  the  Debt,  because  the  balances 


were  reduced.     He  confessed  it  was  a 
serious  matter  that,  in  a  year  in  which 
there  was  a  remission  of  taxation  to  the 
extent  of  X10,500,000,  they  should  have 
to  go  back  and  borrow  a  sum  of  nearly 
J^,500,000,     It  was  also  a  serious  matter 
that  in  the  first  year  in  which  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  had  practically  been   recon- 
stituted and  put  on  a    peace    footing 
they  should  have  to  borrow  a  sum  of 
£5,500,000.    That  certainly  was  not  a 
good  start  for  the  new  Sinking  Fund.. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  admitted, 
proposed  to  provide  for  a  small   portion 
of    the  deficiency  by  carrying   over  a 
somewhat  larger  estimated  surplus  than 
was  usual.    The  custonTary  surplus  had 
been    exceeded   in    this  case  by  some 
£300,000  or  £400,000,  but  he  was  bound 
to  confess  that  he  thought  that  in   this 
case  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  shown 
himself  somewhat  sanguine.      He  had 
based  his  proposal  on  the  supposition  that 
the  estimates  of  revenue  for  the  year 
would  certainlybe  realised,  and  he  had  also 
acted  as  though  there  were  not  likely  to  be 
any  Supplementary  Estimates  during  the 
coming  year.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman,, 
with  the  sanguineness  of  youth,  pointed 
out  in  his  speech   several  items  of  our 
financial  and  trade  position  which  made 
them  feel  that  he  had  put  his  estimates 
as  high  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  at, the 
same  time  they  were  driven  to  the  conclu^ 
sion  that  he  would  not  obtain  the  revenue 
which  he  had  estimated.    As  regarded 
the     Supplementary      Estimates,     un- 
doubtedly the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  over-sanguine,  because  during  the 
last  ten  years  there  had  not  been  a  single 
year  in  which  there   had  not  been  pre* 
sented  a  Supplementary   Estimate,  and 
unfortunately  these  Supplementary  Esti* 
mates  had  increased  in  proportion  year 
by  year.    The  last  two  years  had  been 
productive  of  the  largest  Supplementary 
Estimates  ever  known,  and  he  feared  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  find  that  his  idea 
that  there  would  be  do  Supplementarv 
Estimates  this  year  would  come  to- grief. 
But  they  were  interested  more  especially 
in  the  coming  year  than  in  the  finanoea 
of  the  past,  and  he  thought  it  must  have 
come  to  the  country  at  large  as  rather  a 
shock  that»  after  two  years  of  peace,  and 
when  they  might  have  fairly  hoped  for  a 
considerable  reduction  of  expenditure,  it 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


:859 


Wai/s 


{COMxVIONS} 


and  Means. 


860 


liad  l^een  found  neceaeary  foi  the  Chan- 
'^ellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  come  down  to  ; 
the  Brase  and  ask  for  additional  taxes 
to  the  extent  of  £5,000,000.    That  proved 
that  our  financial  position  was  not  so  i 
aound  as  it  ought  to  be. 

They  would*  of  course,  congratulate  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  fact 
:that  he  had  the  courage,  at  all  events,  to 
propose    sufficient  taxation   during  the  I 
coining  year  to  cover  his  estimated  deficit,  i 
But  then  the  question  arose  as  to  the  pro- 
portions which  should  be  obtained  horn 
•direct  and  indirect  taxation  respectively.  ; 
Be  approved  of  the  proposal  in  regard  to  ; 
the  income-tax,  indeed  he  rather  regretted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not , 
gone  further  in  that  direction.    He  had, 
too,  no  particular  objection  to  the  in- 
creased   taxation    to    be    placed    upon  , 
tobacco,  but  he  was  bound  to  say  diat 
they  would  have  to  consider  very  care* 
fully  in  the  course  of  the  forthcoming 
debates  one   point    in  regard    to   that 
increase,  because  the  additional  duty  on 
foreign  cigarettes  carried  with  it  a  certain 
whifi  of   protection.      The  part  of   the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  proposals, 
however,  to    which   he    most    strongly 
objected  was    that    which    related    to 
indirect    taxation  —  the    proposal     to 
place  an  additional  duty  on  tea.      Hi3 
^bj^tion  was  that  there  was  too  large  a 
proportion  of  new  indirect  taxation  as 
compared  with  new  direct  taxation,  and 
that  the  indirect  taxation  was  likely  to 
prove  excessively  burdensome  in  the  case 
xji  the  poorest  of  the  poor.     In  regard  vo 
the  income-tax  they  had  the  remission  of 
last  year  for  which  no  one  was  particularly 
igratefuland  which  had  proved  a  mistake. 
Indeed,   the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon  had  himself  admitted 
that  he  would  not  have  taken  4d.  off  the 
income-tax  had  he  anticipated  that  there 
would  have  been  a  fall  in  the  revenue,    fle 
took  off,  in  fact,  a  penny  too  much,  and 
had  that  penny  not  been  taken  off  he  did 
not  think  it  was  likely  that  the  smaller 
deficiency  which  would  then  have  arisen 
would  have  been  provided  for    by  an 
addition  to  the  duty  on  tea.     Another 
point  which  was  rather  remarkable  in 
connection   with    the    income-tax   was 
that  in  spite  of  the  addition  of  a  penny 
to  the  tax  in  the  current  year  the  burden 
on  the  income-tax  payer  was  estimated 
Joy  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at 
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less  for  the  coming  year  than  it  was  for 
the  past  year.    The  CSiancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  last  year  received  £30,800,000 
from  income-tax,  and  the  amount  esti- 
mated to  be  received  this  year  from  the 
income-tax  payer  was  only  £30,000,000, 
despite  the  fact  that  a  penny  was  to  be 
added  to  the  tax.     In  regard  to  the  tea 
duty  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ad- 
mitted that  practically  the  whole  burden 
would  fall  upon  the  consumer,  and  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  fact  that  wages  at  the^ 
present  moment  were  falling,  that   em- 
ployment   was    scarcer,    and   that    the 
general  outlook  was  far  from  satisfactory, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  an  auspicious  time 
to    put    additional    burdens    upon    the 
working  clacses  in  this  way.    He  hoped 
that  the  Departmental  Committee  which 
was  sitting  m  regard  to  the  income-tax 
would  enable  those   who  were  entitled 
to    abatements    to    obtain    them  with 
greater  facility  than  now,  and  that  it 
.  would  lead  to  an  extension  of  the  present 
system  of  graduation.     With  reference 
to  the  burden  of  indirect    and   direct 
taxation  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
I  that  he  would  have  preferred  to  have 
seen  an  extra  penny  put  on  the  income- 
tax  rather  than  the  additional  duty  of 
twopence  upon  tea.    He  was  bound  to  say 
that  he  did  not  think  the  Chancellor  df 
the  Exchequer  in  his  pr  esentproposals  was 
fairly  apportioning  the  bunlen  between 
direct  and  indirect  taxation.     Last  year 
the  duty  on  com,  representing  £2,500,000, 
,  was   taken    off,    while  a  remission  of 
i  income  -  tax    was     made    representing 
£10,500,000,   and  therefore  he  thought 
that  indirect  taxation  this  year  should 
certainly  have  had  the  lesser  addition 
made  to  it.    Taking  the  figures  for  some 
years  past  he  found  that  the  gross  aimual 
burden  of  indirect  taxation  had  been 
£61,000,000,  while  that  of  direct  taxation 
had  been  only  £57,250,000.    The  figures 
for  the  current  year    brought  up  the 
direct  taxation  to  £59,750,000  and  the  in- 
direct taxation   to  £63,500,000.    These 
figures  again  proved  that  any  change  of 
taxation  should  have  been  in  the  direc- 
tion   of   putting  the    addition    on    the 
direct  taxation  rather  than  the  indirect. 

He  now  came  to  another  aspect  of 
the  financial  question,  and  that  was 
the  present  position  of  the  National 
Debt  and  of  the  Sinking  Fund.    The 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  taken 
«ome  credit  to  himself  for  maintaining 
the  Sinking  Fund  during  the    present 
year,  but  he  confessed  that  he  did  not 
liimself  see  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  any  alternative  to  doing  that.     It 
would  have  been  a  monstrous  thing  to 
have  interfered  with  the  Sinking  Fund 
At  the  present  moment  when  it  had  only 
just  been  restarted.      During  last  year 
the  reduction  of  the  Nationiu  Debt  by 
the  action  of  the  Sinking  Fund  had  not 
been  so  satisfactory  as  had  been  antici- 
pated.   The  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon,  in  introducing  his 
Budget,    said    he    anticipated    that   in  i 
the  course  of  the  twelve  months  the 
Debt  would  be  reduced  by  £26,500,000—  \ 
that  was  £6,500,000  through  the  operation 
*of  the  Sinking  Fund,  £14,000,000  from  the 
Transvaal,  and  £6,000,000  from  the  China 
Indemnity.       Unfortunately,    however, 
that    anticipation    had    entirely  failed. 
The  Debt  had  been  reduced  by  £8,000,000 
•only,and  of  that  sum  £3,000,000  had  come 
irom  the  Transvaal  and  £5,000,000  from 
the  Sinking  Fund.     He  feared  that  at 
the  present  rate  of  progress  the  sanguine 
■anticipations  of  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  ; 
Exchequer  with  respect  to  the  reduction  of 
the  National  Debt  would  not  be  realised. 
All  this  showed  that  the  question  of   the 
Sinking  Fund  required  reconsideration. 
They  could  not  expect  the  Chancellor  of 
the  kxohequer,  in  a  year  when  indirect 
taxation  bore  £5,000,000  more  of    the  , 
iburden  than  direct  taxation,  to  reduce  the  i 
Debt;  but,  taking  into  consideration  the  I 
-foundation  on  which  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  the  Member  for  Croydon  based  his 
£27,000,000  when  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, he  (Mr.  Buxton)  thought  that ; 
when  the  time  arrived  when  there  was  a 
surplus,  and   reduction  could  take  place, 
the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt  should 
have  a  prominent  place  in  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman's  consideration.    The  question 
of  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt  was  i 
V'Cry  important  indeed.     The  National 
Debt,  before  the  war,  amounted  to  some-  i 
thing  like  £690,000.000,  according  to   the  ; 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    it  now,  \ 
owing  to  the  borrowings  for  war  and 
other  purposes,  amounted  to  £798.000,000» 
showing  an  increase  now  of  £168,000,000. 

We  had  also  increased  our  annual 
•capital  expenditure  from  £4,000,000  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  to  £10,000,000 
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now,  and  the  unfortunate  thing  about 
that  expenditure  was  that  it  was  not 
only  the  first  step  that  cost.  One 
programme  involved  another,  and  it  was 
quite  clear  that  more  money  would  have 
to  be  borrowed  to  carry  out  the  new 
programme.  This  added  to  the  capital 
expenditure  every  year.  It  might  be 
necessary  expenditure,  but  it  was  certainly 
notremunerative,andhe  wassurprisedthat 
the  right  hon.  Ckntleman  on  a  previous 
occasion  should  have  rather  turned  upon 
the  local  authorities  and  their  borrowings. 
Corporations  might  make  the  old  reply, 
"What  faults  you  find  in  me  try  to 
shun."  Of  the  whole  of  this  £10,000,000 
there  was  only  £800,000  which  could  be 
called  remunerative.  Then  there  came 
a  year  when  the  Sinking  Fund  could  not 
amount  to  more  than  £6,000,000,  and  the 
Qovemment  were  going  to  borrow  no 
less  a  sum  than  £10,000,000,  so  that  at 
the  end  of  the  year  we  should  be 
£4,000,000  to  the  bad.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  weakness  of  Consols, 
and  what  the  Sinking  Fund  was  going  to 
do  to  raise  the  price  of  them,  but  he  failed 
to  see  what  £6,000,000  would  do  if  they 
were  going  to  put  £10,000,000  on  the 
market  in  order  to  obtain  it.  He  did 
not  expect  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
do  anything  towards  reducing  the  Debt 
charges  in  the  present  year,  but  he 
submitted  that  it  was  a  matter  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  It  was 
a  very  discreditable  thing  that  we  should 
have  these  enormous  annual  borrowings 
for  capital  expenditure.  In  the  old  days 
the  ordinary  increase  and  elasticity  of 
the  revenue  was  sufficient  for  the  ordinary 
expenditure.  Since  1895  there  had  been 
an  extraordinary  elasticity  of  revenue, 
something  like  £26,000,000  a  year,  and 
yet  that  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
expenditure  of  the  year.  Not  only  had 
that  amount  been  taken  from  revenue, 
but  a  sum  of  £168,000,000  added  to 
the  Debt.  He  was  rather  sceptical  as 
to  whether  there  would  be  any  saving  on 
the  Navy  Votes,  though  that  might  be 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  War  Office. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  thought 
there  ought  to  be  a  reduction  in  the 
current  year's  Estimates. 

There  was  one  other  serious  point  with 
regard  to  the  expenditure.  For, the  first 
time  for  many  years  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  risen  in  this  House  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


863  fTays  {CX)MMONS} 

made  certain  suggestions  without  saying  a 
single  word  as  to  economy.  Much  as  he 
marvelled  at  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  the  other  night,  he  did  expect 
to  hear  something  about  economy,  but  not 
a  single  observation  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  make  with  regard  to  it.  The 
efforts  made  last  year  in  that  direction 
were  )iot  great,  but  such  as  they  were  they 
did  tend  to  reduce  the  National  Debt. 
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therefore  refrain  from  any  general  recom- 
mendation of  economy,  and  endeavour  to 
direct  attention  to  a  particular  branch  of 
the  public  service  where  he  beUeved 
economy  was 


Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  that  he  had  heard  the 
Budget  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  with  grave  concern.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  admitted  a 
realised  deficiency  of  £5,500,000  and 
a  prospective  deficiency  of  nearly 
£4,000,000,  and  yet  he  had  ventured 
to  propose  new  taxation  only  to  the 
extent  of  £4,500,000.  Of  last  year's 
deficiency  £1,500,000  was  left  entirely 
unprovided  for.  But  that  was  not  all. 
In  the  Sinking  Fund  we  had  an  un- 
ostentatious means  of  paying  off  debt, 
but  in  that  ingenious  device  represented 
by  the  Army  and  Navy  Works  Acts,  we 
had  a  surreptitious  means  of  putting  on 
debt  and  of  increasing  the  nation's  liabili- 
ties without  the  attention  of  Parliament 
being  specifically  drawn  to  the  fact.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  not  to  be  touched,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  country  would  be  deeper  in 
debt  than  it  was  now.  Would  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  say  how 
much  debt  would  be  paid  off  under  the 
operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund;  and  how 
much  fresh  debt  would  be  incurred  under 
the  Naval  and  Military  Works  Acts? 
The  House  ought  to  seek  some  prompt, 
real,  and  earnest  remedy  for  the  very 
grave  and  serious  position  in  which  the 
finances  of  the  country  now  were.  What 
expedient  had  the  Government  for 
making  the  national  income  and  expen- 
diture balance?  He  was  glad  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  not  gone  through  the  common- 
place form  of  urging  general  economy. 
Tear  after  year  for  forty  years  he  had 
heard  speeches  recommending  generally 
public  economy,  but  he  had  never  known 
any  of  those  speeches  to  do  the  slightest 
good.  It  was  no  use  recommending , 
economy  without  pointing  to  some  \ 
specific  part  of  the  public  service  in  which 
economy  might  be  effected.     He  would 
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No  great  reduction  could  be  made 
in  any  department  of  the  Civil  Service. 
Small  economies  could  doubtless  be 
effected,  but  nothing  could  t^eie  be 
done  which  would  really  affect  the 
financial  position  of  the  country.  The 
only  branch  of  the  Civil  Service  in 
which  there  was  a  large  sum  to  operate 
upon  was  the  Education  Department,  and 
although  he  had  always  said  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  money  voted  for  education 
was  wasted,  what  was  wanted  was  not 
that  the  amount  should  be  curtailed,  but 
that  it  should  be  expended  in  a  more 
efficient  and  useful  manner.  The  only 
branches  remaining  were  the  Navy  and 
the  Army.  Naval  expenditure  had  always 
been  popular,  and  he  did  not  believe  it 
was  practical  politics  to  attempt  any 
great  reduction  therein.  Possibly  the 
Naval  Department  had  been  corrupted  to 
some  extent  by  the  large  expenditure  on 
the  Army  during  the  late  war,  and  in 
consequence  had  been  more  than  ordin- 
arily extravagant,  so  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  by  putting  pressure  on 
the  Naval  Department,  might  be  able  to 
secure  a  reduction  of  a  million  or  two. 
But  it  would  be  nothing  substantial. 
The  one  Department  of  the  State  in  which 
a  real  reduction  could  be  made  was  the 
Army.  We  maintained  a  very  extrava* 
gant  force  on  a  very  extravagant  scale. 
We  had  a  volunteer  professional  Army, 
and  we  carried  on  the  citizen  defensive 
Army  on  the  same  expensive  scale.  As 
compared  with  other  European  nations 
we  enjoyed  a  singular  advantage  ia 
the  matter  of  preparation  for  war,  in 
that  we  had  a  great  British  Army  kept 
in  India,  and  a  large  number  of  profee* 
sional  soldiers  maintained  in  this  country 
to  replace  those  in  India,  all  at  the  expense 
of  the  Intlian  revenue.  Those  men  in. 
case  of  emergency  could  be  diverted  from 
India  to  any  other  part  of  the  worid. 
Why  should  not  they  be  treated  as  our 
striking  force,  and  the  civilian  defensive 
Army  be  organised  on  a  cheaper  and^more 
economical  system  ?  By  that  means  a 
really  substantial  reduction  in  Army 
expenditure  might  be  secured.     By  suck 
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a  revolution  in  the  kind  of  Army  we  main- 
tained several  millions  of  money  might  be 
saved  and  the  finances  of  the  country 
brought  into  a  condition  of  solvency. 
The  time  had  come  when  whatever 
Government  was  in  power  must  seriously 
address  itself  to  this  question.  Expendi- 
ture had  gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
The  burdens  imposed  were  as  great  as 
the  people  could  conveniently  bear.  The 
increased  tea  duty  would  weigh  very 
heavily  on  many  poor  people.  The 
income-tax  to  some  meant  only  the 
reduction  of  luxuries,  but  to  a  great  num- 
ber  the  extra  penny  would  touch  the 
actual  necessaries  of  life.  The  Committee 
ought  not,  with  a  light  heart,  to  impose 
t^ese  taxes,  which  could  be  borne  only  by 
the  exercise  of  much  patriotism  and 
patience,  without,  as  representatives  of 
the  people,  setting  themselves  earnestly 
to  work  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  particular  branches  in  which  great 
reductions  could  be  made.  The  Govern- 
ment could  confidently  rely  on  the  support 
of  all  sections  of  the  House  in  any  attempt 
to  lessen  the  expenditure  of  the  country. 

♦Mr.  RITCHEB  (Croydon) :  I  am  sure 
everyone  will  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
friend  as  to  the  desirability  of  the  Govern- 
ment directing  their  attention  to  the 
reduction  of  our  enormously  swollen 
Estimates.  But  the  hon.  Member  lor 
Poplar  made  an  extraordinary  observa- 
tion. He  upbraided  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  for  not  having  indulged 
in  the  usual  sermon  on  the  subject  of 
economy.  I  should  be  sorry  if  it 
became  the  practice  for  Chancellors 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  placing  their  esti- 
mates before  the  country,  to  refrain  from 
expressing  their  own  views  as  to  the 
character  and  amount  of  the  expenditure, 
because,  although  it  may  not  have  any 
immediate  effect,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  a  forcible  expression  of  opinion  of 
that  kind  must  have  some  influence  upon 
those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
Estimates.  But  what  the  hon.  Member 
said  was  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  maintain  expen. 
diture.  I  have  my  own  opinion  as  to 
some  of  the  views  hekl  by  my  right  hon. 
friend,  but  I  should  be  attributing  to  him 
very  unworthy  motives  if  I  suggested 
that  he  had  any  idea  of  bringing  those 


I  views  into  practice  by  means  of  unneces- 
sary increases  of  expenditure. 

I      Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he  did 
I  not  intend  to  cast  any  reflection  in  that 

sense,  and  he  was  sorry  if  his  remarks 

had  been  so  understood. 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  My  interest  in  pre- 
venting waste  is  quite  as  great  as  that 
not  only  of  any  other  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  of  any  Member  in  this 
House. 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  sure  any  such 
declaration  on  the  part  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  is  quite  unnecessary.  He  Wviuld 
be  unworthy  of  his  high  position  if  it 
were  otherwise.  Whatever  views  he  may 
have  on  fiscal  reform,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  main  object  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  to  reduce  as  far  as  he 
reasonably  and  properly  can  the  burdena 
of  the  country.  When  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University  promised  to  point  out  a 
certain  duection  in  which  economy  might 
be  effected,  I  expected  something  novel, 
but  I  was  disappointed.  He  simply 
stated  what  is  obvious  to  all,  viz.,  that 
the  main  branch  of  expenditure  in  which 
economy  ought  to  and  can  be  effected  ia 
that  connected  with  the  Army.  The 
economies  in  other  Departments  are 
extremely  small  as  compared  with  what 
can  be  obtained  in  the  expenditure  upon 
the  Army.  We  are  obliged  at  a  time  of 
war  to  increase  our  forces,  but  somehow 
or  other  it  seems  impossible,  after  the 
emergency  is  over,  to  reduce  the  number 
of  our  Army  to  what  it  was  before.  No 
one  expects  that  this  reduction  can  take 
place  immediately,  but  I  have  great  hopes^ 
from  what  has  been  said  on  the  Front 
Ministerial  Bench,  that  hon.  Members  will 
not  be  disappointed  in  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  reductions  will  be  made,^ 
and  speedily  made,  in  the  expenditure 
upon  the  Army. 

The  hon.  Member  for  Poplar  made 
some  criticisms,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
he  will  expect  me  to  deal  with.  He  baa 
spoken  about  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Sinking  Fund.  I  justify  the  proposals 
which  I  made,  as  I  justified  them  on 
more  than  one  occasion  last  year,  when 


2  0  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


867  Ways  {COMMONS} 

I  said  that  if  my  expectations  were 
realised,  not  only  would  there  be  a  large 
and  substantial  Sinking  Fund  at  the  end 
of  the  last  financial  year,  but  in  the 
course  of  about  five  years  we  should 
have  a  Sinking  Fund  enormously  greater 
than  ever  we  did  before  in  proportion 
to  the  Debt.  As  hr  as  my  expecta- 
tion on  the  31st  of  March  last  is  con- 
cerned, I  do  not  think  it  has  failed  of 
realisation.  The  amount  I  anticipated 
was  £6,600,000,  and  it  actually  stands 
at  £6,510,000.  [An  Hon.  Member: 
What  about  fresh  borrowings?]  I  am 
not  talking  about  borrowings.  The  hon. 
Member  opposite  was  talking  about 
what  my  expectations  were;  and  the 
particular  point  that  I  take  up  is  the 
iact  that  my  estimate  on  the  Slst  of 
March  has  been  realised,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  £90,000.  That  difference  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  we  did 
not  obtain  our  first  contribution  from 
the  Transvaal  Loan.  Is  there  an  hon. 
Member  who  would  suggest,  or  attempt 
to  justify,  the  launching  of  a  £10,000,000 
loan  in  the  existing  state  of  the  money 
market  ?  We  have  got  something  more 
than  the  mere  obtaining  of  this  money 
to  consider.  We  have  to  consider,  also, 
the  position  which  the  Transvaal  would 
liave  occupied  in  the  money  market  by 
endeavouring  to  borrow  under  the  state 
•of  things  which  existed  up  to  quite 
recently.  It  would  have  been  most 
unfortunate  if  we  had  been  compelled,  in 
order  to  obtain  this  money,  to  go  to  the 
market  and  obtain  upon  very  bad  terms 
the  first  loan  of  the  Transvaal.  That 
would  have  been  a  very  bad  commence- 
ment for  the  new  colony  of  the  Trans- 
vaal. Remember  what  took  place 
l>etween  my  Budget  estimate  and 
the  beginning  of  this  year.  Con- 
sols, which  at  the  time  of  my  Budget 
-were  90,  in  January  last  had  fallen 
to  86  and  have  fallen  lower  since, 
.although  they  are  much  better  now.  It 
would  have  been  simply  monstrous  and 
Tuinous  on  our  part  to  have  attempted  to 
•obtain  the  first  contribution  from  the 
Transvaal,  having  regard  to  the  un- 
fortunate change  in  the  money  market. 
It  is  a  mere  question  of  deferring,  and  I 
hope,  having  regard  to  the  greatly  im 
-proved  state  of  the  money  market,  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  that 
loan  will  be  raised,  and  we  shall  receive 
Mr.  BUchk. 
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'  payment.  It  is  a  mere  question  of 
,  a  few  months  here  or  there,  and  although 
1  the  result  is  that  we  have  been  deprived 
'  of  a  certain  small  amount  of  interest,  I 
am  satisfied  that  all  those  who  under- 
stand finance  will  agree  that  it  would 
have  been  folly  to  put  pressure  upon  the 
Transvaal  to  issue  that  loan.  The  hon. 
Member  said  we  had  obtained  only 
£3,000,000  instead  of  the  £4,000,000 
from  the  Transvaal  which  I  anticipated. 
I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  will  not  lose 
sight  of  that  extra  million,  but  bring 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Transvaal 
Oovernment  to  secure  it.  With  regard 
to  future  prospects,  it  is  true  that  I  said 
if  my  proposals  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
were  adopted  and  maintained  they  were 
sufficient  to  pay  off  the  National  Debt 
in  fifty  years,  but  I  never  said  that  the 
Debt  would  be  paid  off.  I  never  antici- 
pated any  such  millennium.  While  we 
are  bound  to  maintain  a  very  large 
Sinking  Fund  in  proper  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  the  Debt,  we  ought  not, 
at  a  time  of  high  taxation,  to  make  undue 
calls  on  the  taxpayer  in  order  to  obtain  an 
unnecessarily  large  Sinking  Fund.  Let 
us  maintain  the  Sinking  Fund  at  a 
proportion  sufficiently  large.  The  pro- 
portion which  would  be  secured  on 
my  plan  is  much  greater  than  any 
Sinking  Fund  has  attained  before,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  provision  I 
have  made  is  one  which  is  ample. 


The    hon. 
very    severe 


Member  opposite  was 
upon  us  in  regard 
to  indirect  taxation,  and  asserted 
in  strong  and  definite  language  that 
the  indirect  taxpayer  was  being 
called  upon  for  larger  contributions 
than  he  ought  to  make  to  the 
taxation,  and  a  much  larger  contri- 
bution than  he  had  made  before  the  war. 
Let  us  see  how  that  is.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  hon.  Grentleman  has  added  the 
coal  tax  to  indirect  taxation. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Certainly. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  maintain  that  he 
ought  not  to  have  done  anything  of  the 
kind.  If  the  coal  tax  has  had  any  effect 
at  all  upon  the  price  of  coal  it  has 
lowered  it  to  the  consumer  in  this  country, 
because  if    the  coal    tax  reduced    our 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


869 


Ways 


{21  April  1904} 


and  Means, 


870 


exports  the  hpme  supply  would  be  pro- 
portionately increased.    Therefore  if  the 
coal  tax  has  had  any  effect  upon  the 
taxpayer  it  is  not  the  effect  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  stated.    [An  Hon. 
BiBMB£B  :     It     is    indirect     taxation.] 
Are  we  to   understand    that  the   hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  mean  the  burden  of 
indirect  taxation  upon  the  consumer? 
The    whole   argument     has    been    the 
effect   upon     the     indirect     taxpayer, 
and     therefore    I    exclude    the      coal 
tax.      I    assert    that    it     has     always 
been  the  case  that  in  regard  to  expendi- 
ture for  war  purposes  the  burden  falls 
more  heavily  upon  direct  taxation.    The 
income-tax   is    the  first  tax    which    is 
increased  and  drawn  upon  for  war  ex- 
penditure, and  it  has  always  been  con- 
sidered as  a  reserve  for  war  purposes.    It 
is    indeed,    and    has    always    been  so 
considered,  a  special  implement  of  war. 
It  has   been  argued   that  the  indirect 
taxpayer  should  not  be  left  in  a  worse 
position  then  he  was  before  the  war.    Let 
us  compare  the  Budget  estimates  on  this 
question  rather  than  the  produce  of  the 
estimates.    I    will  compare  the  Budget 
estimates    of  1899-1900    with    1903-4, 
which   include     the    Budget    estimates 
before  the  war  and  after.    In  1899-1900 
the     amount      of     indirect      taxation 
was  £52,597,000,  being  52*1   per  cent.; 
the    amount     of    direct    taxation     in 
the  same  year  being  £48,366,000,  or  equal 
to  47-9  per  cent.    In  1903-4  indirect  taxa- 
tion was  £66,090,000,  or  50*9  per  cent., 
and  direct  taxation  £63,730,000,  or  49*1 
per  cent.    Therefore  the  direct  taxpayer 
before  the  war  paid  47*9  per  cent,  and 
after  the  war  49*1  per  cent.,  being  1*2  per 
cent  more  after  the  war  than  before  the  war. 
Now  let  us  see  how  the  indirect  taxpayer 
stands.     Before  the  war  he  paid   52*1, 
and    after    the    war    he    has   to    pay 
50*9     per    cent.,    being    1*2    per  cent, 
less.       The     total     yield    within     the 
war    period    of    indirect    taxation    was 
£14.000,000  less,  and  the  direct  taxation 
yielded   a  like  sum  more  than  in  the 
period  of  the  1899-1900  Budget.    The 
figures,  therefore,  of  1902-3  indicate  that 
on     direct    taxation    the    taxpayer    is 
entitled  to  special  relief  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent  yet  in  order  to  bring  it 
down  to  the  level  at  which  the  propor- 
tionate relief  of  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion ought  to  begin  to  operate.     So  far 


as  the  criticisms  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  is  concerned,  I  think  he  will  find, 
if  he  examines  into  the  figures,  that  they 
were  hardly  justified  by  what  had  taken 
place,  and  that  the  indirect  taxpayer  i^ 
now  in  a  more  favourable  position 
compared  with  the  direct  taxpayer 
than  he  was  before  the  war. 

Some    rather    severe   criticisms  wore 
made     on     the       estimates     for     last 
year,  and    I    think   it  is    only  due  to 
those  who  advised  me  in  the  matter  of  the 
estimates  wh^ch  they  submitted  to  me, 
and  which  I  submitted  to  the  House,  to 
say  that  they  were  based  on  thoroughly 
sound  and  careful  considerations.    I  hope 
the  Committee  will  pardon  me  if  I,  for  a 
few  moments,  detain  them  on  that  par* 
ticular  subject.     It  is  only  fair  to  those 
who  have  always  been  so  extremely  care- 
ful, and,  as  a  rule,  so  very  correct,  that  I 
should  make  the  statement  I  have  now 
to  make.     The  Customs  estimates  for  the 
year,  as  everyone  knows,  are  based  first 
of  all  on  the   payments  into  the  Ex- 
chequer of  the  previous  year.     In  1902-3 
there  were  certain  circumstances  which 
ffreatly  affected  our  calculations  for  the 
following  year.     The  revenue  for  1902-3 
was  affected  by  anticipations  and  back- 
wardisations    to    the     extent,    it   was 
estimated,  of  no  less  than  £1,600,000,  ani 
there  was  also  an  allowance  which  had 
to  be  made  for  pre-Budget  contracts  for 
coal  amounting  to  £100,000.  The  natural 
growth  of  the  Customs  revenue,  instead 
of  being  taken  for  the  year  1903-4  at 
the  percentage   of  growth   at  which  it 
was  usually  taken,  2|-  per  c^nt.,  was  only 
taken   at    the    moderate   percentage  of 
1 J  per  cent.     And  so  with  regard  to  the 
Excise.    The  revenue  from  spirits  came  in 
very  freely  up  to  31st  December,  1902. 
It  was  adversely  affected  in  the  March 
quarter  by  delay  in  the  clearances  in  the 
hope  that  the  war  6d.  might  be  taken 
off,  and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Excise 
authorities,  justified  an  increase  in  the 
spirit  duty  of  £450,000.     Beer  had  shown 
an  increase  for  1901-2  in  three  out  of  the 
four  quarters  of  the  year.     It  was  only 
deficient  in  the  September  quarter,  and 
that  was  attributed  to  the  cold  summer 
of  1902.     This  justified  an  increase  of 
£150,000.      The  estimate  for  the  death 
duties  last  year  was  £555.000  less  than 
for  the  year  1902-3,  and  the  reason  for 
the  reduction  in  the  estimate  was  that 
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there  had  been  a  special  effort  made  in 
1902-3  to  get  in  outstanding  duties.  The 
death  duties  would  unquestionably  have 
realised  the  sum  anticipated  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  very  large  fall  in 
Consols,  which  dropped  from  90  to  85-6, 
and  in  other  securities.  Stamps  were 
estimated  for  at  a  small  increase  of 
£200,000.  In  my  opinion  that  estimate 
was  absolutely  justified.  We  hoped 
there  would  be  some  revival  in  trade, 
but  that  hope  was  not  realised.  So  that 
a  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances, 
most  of  which  took  place  in  the  last  half 
of  the  financial  year  rather  than  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  year,  could  not  have 
been  foreseen  and  allowed  for  in  the 
estimates.  I  said,  on  my  responsibility, 
that  I  do  not  think  either  the  Customs  or 
the  Inland  Revenue  authorities,  on 
whose  advice  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  must  mainly  depend,  are  to 
blame  for  being  too  sanguine.  The  after 
effects  of  the  war  might  have  had  more 
allowance  made  for  them,  but  it  is  very 
easy  for  us  to  be  wise  after  the  event.  I 
am  sure  that,  in  bearing  testimony  to  the 
extraordinary  correctness,  as  a  rule,  of 
the  estimates  which  are  made  by  both 
the  Customs  and  Excise  authorities,  I  am 
only  saying  that  with  which  every  one 
who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  manner  in 
which  these  estimates  are  framed  will 
agree,  that  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
occasionally  a  miscalculation  is  made  and 
that  it  is  quite  extraordinary  that  the 
calculations  are  so  good  as  they  are,  as  a 
rule.  I  am  sure  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  presenting  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  proposals  he  has  made,  has 
acted  upon  sound  and  wise  principles. 

♦Sib  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Nor- 
folk,  N.)  said  he  had  on  previous  occa- 
sions urged  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  place  an  additional  tax  on 
cigars,  and  he  welcomed  the  proposal 
sow  made  to  tax  cigarettes.  He  sin- 
cerely wished,  however,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  confined  the 
tax  to  foreign  cigarettes,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  flavour  of  protection 
which  was  thus  given  to  it,  but  because 
the  whole  House  wished  to  stop  the  per- 
nicious practice  of  small  boys  smoking 
cheap  cigarettes.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  suggested  that  these 
cigarettes    already    paid    duty    on    the 

Mr,  Ritchie. 


tobaooo.      He  himself   had  very  great 
doubt  whether  cigarettes  which  were  sdd 
at  ten  a  penny  paid  any  duty  on  tobacco 
at  all.    He  did  not  believe  that  tiiey 
were  made  of  proper   tobacco,  but  of 
cigar  ends  which  were  picked  up  in  the 
streets.    He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would    remember    that    the 
tobacco  revenue  was    a    very   delicate 
one,  and    that   there  was   a   point   at 
which    smuggling    began.       He    oonld 
not  make  any  objection  to  the    extra 
penny  on  income-tax,   because  he  was 
one  of  those  who  last  year  thou^t  t^t 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  esti- 
mates were  over-sanguine  and  that  the 
penny  ought  never  to  have  been  taken 
off.    He  very  much  regretted  that  an 
additional  duty  had  b^  laid  on  tea. 
As  he  believed  tea  was  almost  invariably 
sold  in  bond,  he  could  not  conceive  that 
it  passed  the  wit  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
to  devise  some  means  by  which  an  ad 
valorem  duty  might  be  placed  on  tlus 
i  commodity.    That  would  do  away  with 
I  one  of  the  great  objections  to  the  tax. 
j  He  commended   the  suggestion  to  the 
I  consideration  of  t^e  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.    He  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for   having  included  in  his 
statement  a  reference  to  the  expenditure 
in  connection  with  loans  for  works.      He 
believed  that  system  was  initiated   in 
the  time  of  Lord   Palmerston  and  that 
it  was  a  very  evil  form  of  finance.     They 
had  already  been  told  that  what  had 
been  paid  o&  the  Sinking  Fund  had  been 
counterbalanced    by    laj^    loans.      He 
hoped  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  calling 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  that  the 
House  would  give  it  careful  consideration, 
because  he  thought  these  loans  were  dealt 
with  in   a  way  which  was    altogether 
illusory,  and  that  they  deceived  them- 
selves as  to  paying  off  debt,  while  they 
deceived  the  country  as  to  the    total 
expenditure  of  the  nation.     He  believed 
the  proper  way  to  pay  off  debt  was  to 
take  for  that  purpose  the  surpluses  over 
expenditure.     When  he  was  a  young  man 
at  the  Treasury  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  always  estimated  income  at 
the  minimum,  and,   that  being  so,   he 
generaUy  got  a  surplus,  which  was  appUed 
to  the  reduction  of  debt. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Croydon  had  said  with  reference  to 
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the  Transvaal  payment  that  it  was  a 
mere  question  of  deferring  it.  He  could 
not  aUow  for  a  moment  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  deferring  it.  If  the 
Transvaal  had  paid  it  this  year 
they  would  have  been  able  to  use  it 
very  advantageously  in  paying  off  debt. 
This  was  a  question  of  taking  money  out 
of  our  pocket  and  putting  it  into  the  pocket 
of  the  Transvaal,  but  as  he  never 
expected  that  we  should  receive  a  half- 
penny of  that  money  it  did  not  make 
much  difference  one  way  or  the  other. 
It  had  always  been  said  that  if  there 
were  a  great  European  war  we  would 
come  out  of  it  all  right,  because  we  held 
the  purse.  But  that  no  longer  held  true. 
He  found  that  since  the  year  1900  rates 
and  taxes  together  had  increased  50  per 
cent.  He  knew  that  country  people 
were  taxed  and  rated  so  high  that  they 
had  hardly  any  income  left.  It  followed 
that  while  it  was  impossible  to  raise  more 
from  taxation,  more  money  could  not  be 
raised  by  way  of  loan  except  on  almost 
impossible  terms.  It  was  no  use  for  hon. 
Members  to  talk  of  economy  in  the 
abstract,  while  each  was,  on  almost 
every  subject,  in  favour  of  more  expendi- 
ture affecting  his  own  constituency.  Hon. 
Members  insisted  that  public  servants 
should  have  £1  a  week  wages,  while 
probably  they  were  paying  their  own 
men  only  15s.  a  week.  He  hoped  that 
if  the  reaction  in  favour  of  economy 
spoken  of  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
West  Bristol  were  to  come,  it  would 
come  early. 

"  Mb.  ELLIOT  (Durham)  said  they  had 
all  listened  the  other  day  to  a  singularly 
lucid  statement  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer — nothing  could  have  been 
more  lucid.  Yet  most  credit  was  due  to 
the  right  hon.  (Jentleman,*  he  thought, 
not  for  the  financial  genius  he  showed, 
but  for  the  morality.  He  praised  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  morals  even  more 
highly  than  he  praised  his  financial 
genius;  for,  after  all,  when  the  income- 
tax  stood  at  lid.  there  was  no  great 
difficulty  in  adding  a  Id.  and  making  it 
Is.,  and  when  the  tea  duty  stood  at  6d., 
it  required  no  singular  ingenuity  to  add 
2d.  and  ask  the  House  of  Commons  to 
agree  to  an  8d.  tax.  Nothing  could  be 
eimpler,  and  he  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  the  Budget  was  all  the  better  for 


being  simple.  What  they  wanted  was 
not  so  much  ingenuity  as  simple,  straight- 
forward honesty.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  no  doubt  a  difficult  situation  to 
deal  with,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  explain 
why  it  wad  the  bill  the  country  had  to 
pay  was  such  a  heavy  one,  and  why  the 
revenue  was  so  much  smaller  than  was 
anticipated.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  his  best,  but  he  felt  that  the  speech 
was  remarkable  not  alone  for  what  it 
contained  but  for  what  it  omittod.  In 
the  Budget  Bill  they  found  the  collective 
fiscal  mind  of  the  Government  at  the 
present  moment,  and  it  had  been  usual 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
when  he  introduced  a  Budget  Bill,  to 
give  some  sort  of  oration  as  to  the  fiscal 
position  in  which  the  country  found 
itself  and  as  to  remedies — to  advise  the. 
country,  in  fact,  as  to  the  position  in 
which  it  stood,  and  as  to  the  direction  in 
which  the  ooimtry  ought  to  look  to  better 
its  position.  He  found  nothing  of  the 
kind  either  in  the  Bill  or  in  the  speech  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In 
the  Bill  they  had  the  right  to  look  for 
the  fiscal  conclusions  of  the  Government, 
and  in  the  introductory  speech  they  had 
the  right  to  look  for  the  reasons  upon 
which  those  conclusions  were  based. 
Well,  the  Bill  was  a  good  free-trade  Bill ; 
it  resembled  in  that  respect  the  Bill  of 
last  year.  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
had  said,  not  inappropriately,  that  with 
regard  to  the  tobacco  duties  there  was 
a  certain  whiff  of  protection,  but  that 
whiff  was  so  slight  that  the  sternest  of 
them  could  hardly  be  excited,  it  was  a 
very  small  thin  edge  of  the  wedge.  But 
was  it  right,  when  they  considered  the 
fiscal  proposals  of  the  Government  and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
exclude  altogether  from  their  attention 
views  which  had  been  put  before  the 
country  of  another  kind  ? 

There  was  the  com  tax,  for  instance. 
There  was  a  reference  to  that  tax 
in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech, 
but  it  was  a  very  passing  allusion. 
That  tax  had  been  advocated  lately, 
and  had  been  made  the  basis  of  a 
great  agitation  throughout  the  coimtryj; 
it  had  been  supported  by  one  states- 
man of  pre-eminent  power  and  standing ; 
it  had  had  the  most  cordial  and  hearty 
support  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sleaford ; 
and  it  was  notorious  that  the  policy  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


875 


Jf\ty8 


{COMMONS} 


arid  Means. 


876J 


renewing  the  corn  tax  had  been  adopted 
by  Conservative  caucus  after  caucus,  and 
by  a  large  number  of  Members  on  that 
side  of  the  House.  Well,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said  nothing  about  the 
com  duty,  and  the  Resolutions  which 
were  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  Budget 
Bill  said  nothing.  The  corn  duty  had  gone 
and  it  had  gone  for  ever.  Whatever 
might  have  been  thought  possible  when 
it  was  suggested  as  a  mere  registration 
duty,  and  fixed  at  a  low  sum  which 
should  not  be  altered — and  he  thought 
something  was  to  be  said  for  it  then — 
it  now  occupied  a  new  position  in  the 
eyes  of  the  country,  because  it  was  the 
acknowledged  first  step  which  was  to 
lead  to  a  system  of  barefaced  protection. 
His  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Sleaford,  who  was  a  keen  and  zealous 
supporter  of  the  views  which  had  been 
pressed  forward  in  the  country,  and 
which  supporters  of  the  (Government  had 
professed  thrir  willingness  to  support, 
would,  he  hoped,  frankly  state  the  dis- 
appointment he  and  his  friends  must  feel 
at  the  fact  that  neither  in  the  speech  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor 
in  the  Resolutions,  was  there  an  atom 
of  support  given  to  the  proposals 
which  had  been  advocated  so  powerfully 
throughout  the  country.  The  position 
was  a  most  extraordinary  one.  That 
House,  after  all,  was  the  place  where 
fiscal  proposals  were  best  understood, 
considered,  and  debated,  and  it  was  the 
proper  arena,  if  protectionism  was  to  be 
resorted  to,  to  increase  the  profits  of  our 
home  producers. 

He  marked  with  interest  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  tracing 
the  causes  of  the  dimimshed  revenue, 
while  he  rightly  referred  to  imfortunate 
seasons  and  to  the  depression  in  the  City 
and  its  ejSect  on  stamps,  death  duties, 
and  so  forth,  did  not  refer  to  that  cause 
which  in  the  country  had  been  advanced 
as  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  our  sufEer- 
ings — ^namely,  the  unlimited  extent  to 
which  commodities  had  been  poured  into 
this  country  untaxed,  which,  it  was  said 
was  ruining  our  native  industries.  Again, 
in  that  respect  the  free-traders  had  scored. 
It  seemed  that  to  arguments  which  were 
used  in  the  country  over  and  over  again, 
although  repeatedly  shown  up,  the 
atmosphere  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  somewhat  uncongenial     Indeed,  it 

Mr.  Elliot. 


was  not  an  atmosphere,  apparently,  ift 
which  a  protectionist  found  it  very  easy 
to   breathe.      The   atmosphere  was  not 
likely  to  be  any  difEerent  six  months  or  & 
year  hence.    The  country  was   looking 
into    these     questions     for    itself,    the 
different  classes  were  looking  into  them,, 
including  the  great  working  class.     It  wa» 
easy   to  understand  that  particular  in- 
dustries or  trades  might   thrive  by  the 
exclusion  of  competition,  but  that  wa^ 
only  the  first  and  superficial  view  which 
'  struck  the  mind,  and  the  public  mind 
I  had  now  got  beyond  that.    They   were 
looking  to  the    question  how    far,   not 
this     or    that     employment,    but     the 
I  community    as    a     whole     would     be 
i  injured      or        benefited       by       these 
\  proposals    to   tax   our   imports.    These 
arguments      had      been      used     again 
I  and    again  in    this  country,  and    that 
being  so,  he  would  like  to  hear  these 
views     expounded     in    the    House     of 
Commons. 

♦  The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  now  discussing  any  of  the 
matters  contained  in  any  of  the  Resolu- 
tions before  the  Committee.  He  is  deal  • 
ing  with  proposals  that  may  or  may  not 
be  contained  in  the  Budget  a  year  or  two- 
years  hence.  That  opens  up  a  very 
wide  question,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
I  am  to  restrict  debate  to  the  present 
general  financial  position  of  the  country 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  loam 
at  large  over  the  possible  fiscal  system  of 
,  the  future. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  said  the  introduction 
of  the  Budget  had  always  been  an  occasion 
on  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
not  only  took  stock  of  the  existing 
financial  position  of  the  country,  but 
looked  forward  into  the  future.  That 
was  why  he  ventured  to  deal  with  the 
fiscal  question.  He  thought,  therefore, 
the  Budget  and  the  Budget  speech  were 
most  important  because  they  disclosed 
what  was  in  truth  the  fiscal  mind  of  His 
Majesty's  Government.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  done  well  in  very 
difficult  ciro?unstances,  and  had  taken 
the  right  course  in  making  his  Budget 
simple  and  straightforward.  Nothing 
t  was  to  h(^  gained  by  making  general 
j  complaint  of  extravagance.  There 
was    a    good    deal    of    language    used 
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in  the  House  whioh  seemed  to  indicate 
that  a  man  felt  he  was  a  true  economist 
by  complaining  when  the  time  came  for 
him  to  pay  the  bilL  Tears  ago 
economy  had  real  and  staunch  allies 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  But  his 
experience  at  the  Treasury,  short  as 
it  had  been,  strongly  enforced  the  opinion 
which  he  had  already  held  that  tiie 
House  of  Commons  was  itself  the  cause 
of  extravagance.  Members  who  talked 
most  about  the  necessity  for  economy 
were  the  very  men  who  proposed  or 
supported  popular  schemes  for  increas* 
ing  the  wages  of  Covemment  servants  or 
feeding  school  children  out  of  public 
funds.  These  were  admirable  objects,  and 
had  a  great  deal  to  recommend  them,  but 
the  continual  enforcing  of  claims  of  this 
kind^'did  not  tend  to  economy .  It  seemed 
to  be  generally  agreed  that  there  should  be 
a  reduction  in  Army  expenditure.  That 
expenditure  was  undoubtedly  very  large, 
and  he  should  be  delighted  if  a  sufficient 
and  efficient  Army  were  to  be  obtained 
at  a  decreased  cost.  But  it  was  not  so 
long  ago*since  we  had  found  that  our  Arm  v 
was  not  at  all  too  large  or  too  powerful, 
and  as  he  was  not  one  of  those  econo- 
mists who  when  the  boot  pinched  said 
that  the  dangers  of  the  South  African 
War  were  unexampled  and  were  not 
likely  to  arise  again,  he  hoped  that  if  what 
was  called  the  standing  strength  of  the 
Army  were  reduced  it  would  still  remain 
an  Army  capable  of  a  rapid  and  wide  | 
increase  of  strength  in  times  of  emergency.  I 
He  congratulated  the  Government  mainly  ' 
upon  this,  that  at  a  period  of  great 
trouble,  when  fiscal  doubts  and  difficulties  i 
were  seething  among  politicians,  they 
had  come  forward  with  an  honest,  | 
straightforward  free-trade  Budget.  | 

Mr.  BR0ADHUR8T  (Leicesv^r)  said  } 
he   was   simply   astonished    that   after-  I 
noon  to  hear  the  statement  of  the  riffht 
hon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon 
as  to  the  proportion  of  the  remission  of , 
taxation  between  the  direct  taxpayer  and 
the    indirect  taxpayer.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made   a   speech  at  Croydon 
recently,  in  which  he  showed  the  direct  \ 
opposite,     and    urged     that     the     in- 
direct    taxpayer,     by     the    remission,  < 
was    something  like   £7,000,000|to    the  , 
bad  as  against  the  direct  taxpayer.    W  th  ! 
regard  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  deal 


with  further  adjustments  and  exemptions 
from  income-tax,the  ex-Chancellor  made  a 
promise  last  year  that  there  should  be  a 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  amongst 
other  things  as  to  further  abatements  of 
taxation  on  incomes  under  £400,  £500^ 
and  £700.  When  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  making  his  speech  the 
other  day,  he  understood  that  that  would 
be  a  part  of  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee which  he  was  about  to  appoint. 
But  the  ex-Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
also  made  a  further  remark  of  great  im- 
portance to  that  class  of  the  community 
who  paid  income-tax  on  their  little  incomes 
in  the  form  of  dividend  deduction,  made 
before  the  money  reached  them.  People 
with  an  income  of  £10  or  £20  a  year  from 
that  source  had  sums  deducted  from  their 
cheques,  and  they  had  no  ready  and  direct 
means  of  obtaining  the  repayment. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
this  matter  was  mentioned  by  him  the 
other  day  as  one  of  the  points  included 
in  the  reference  made  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  BROADHDRST  was  very  pleased 
that  this  was  so.  As  a  further  suggestion 
he  said  he  would  like  to  see  some  scheme 
initiated  by  which  any  person  who  was 
clearly  entitled  to  that  restitution  should 
be  able  to  obtain  a  form  at  the  nearest 
post  office,  which  would  be  easily  intelli- 
gible to  the  meanest  understanding,  and 
to  swear  before  the  nearest  magistrates 
the  truth  of  his  declaration,  and  post  it  in 
a  supplied  envelope  direct  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  Commissioners,  and  thus  get 
the  money  back  speedily,  and  without 
much  trouble.  The  present  system  was 
most  cumbrous  and  technical,  and  there 
were  very  few  but  professional  people  who 
could  really  master  the  difficulties  of  filling 
in  the  forms  before  the  regular  declaration 
could  be  made  for  the  return  of  the  money. 
He  understood  the  Chancellor  to  state  that 
there  was  no  precautionary  measure 
against  the  issue  of  loans  applied  for  by 
a  local  authority.  On  inquiry  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  find  that  precau- 
tions in  this  respect  did  exist.  The  Local 
Government  Board  made  special  inquiries 
and  ascertained  the  feeling  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  locality  before  they  gave 
their  sanction.  But  he  could  not  see  why 
large  places,  such  as  Manchester,  Glasgow 
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Knd  Birmingham  were  to  be  exempt  from 
the  suggested  precautions. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
said  I  was  considering  whether  the  grant- 
ing of  loans  by  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Board  that  was  using  the  credit  of  the 
State  might  not  be  further  restricted — 
not  restricted  to  the  big  towns,  but  to  the 
smaller  places  which  had  less  means  of 
their  own  to  secure  credit. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  considered  the 
large  authorities  were  in  as  much  danger 
in  this  matter  as  the  smaller  authorities. 
Birmingham,  Manchester,  and  Glasgow, 
could  go  into  the  open  market  and  raise 
their  own  loans. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That 
is  what  I  want  them  to  do. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  said  it  was  im- 
possible for  a  town  of  25,000  people  to 
go  into  the  market  and  raise  a  loan,  and 
yet  these  small  places  stood  as  much  in 
need  of  aid  from  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners  as  large  places.  The 
money  these  small  places  spent  generally 
went  in  procuring  a  better  water  supply 
and  open  spaces,  and  this  was  for  the  wel- 
fare and  betterment  of  the  State  because 
it  improved  the  health  of  the  people  and 
increased  their  wage-earning  capacity. 
He  thought  he  read  in  the  Chancellor's 
warning,  an  indirect  attack  upon  muni- 
cipal trading,  which  was  such  a  bugbear 
to  a  certain  class  of  professional  people. 
If  municipal  trading  was  to  be  attacked 
let  it  be  done  openly,  and  let  it  apply  in 
equal  proportion  to  all  communities, 
whether  large  or  small.  He  thought  the 
taxation  on  cigars  and  cigarettes  would 
be  received  with  considerable  favour. 
He  presented  a  petition  some  time  since 
to  the  Chancellor  asking  him  to  deal  with 
cigars  as  he  had  done.  He  did  not  en- 
dorse the  prayer  of  the  petition,  but  it 
was  signed  largely  and  influentially,  and 
he  certainly  could  not  undertake  to  vote 
against  the  Chancellor's  proposals.  But 
he  doubted  whether  the  tax  on  stripped 
leaf  tobacco  was  wise.  He  had  received 
a  telegram  from  an  expert  in  the  tobacco 
trade  in  Leicester  pointing  out  that  the 
sixpenny  Havanna  cigar  paid  only  15  per 
eent.  duty  on  its  cost,  whereas  shag 
tobacco  paid  600  per  cent.    Obviously, 
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this  was  unjust  to  the  labourer  who 
smoked  shag  tobacco.  Some  years  ago 
the  hon.  Blember  for  West  Bristol 
promised  to  consider  some  scheme  for 
taxing  tobacco  and  tea  ad  valorem  and 
certamly  it  was  an  unjust  tax  when 
levied  on  weight,  as  it  was  now. 
The  argument  that  applied  to  the 
taxation  of  the  better  class  of  to- 
bacco equally  applied  to  tea.  Althoogh 
the  case  presented  by  the  Irish  r^re- 
sentatives  might  be  quite  true,  he 
doubted whetherthere  were  not  thousands 
of  agricultural  labourers  in  this  country 
and  casual  workers  in  our  streets  who 
relied  upon  tea  as  an  article  of  consump- 
tion and  an  encouragement  to  appetite, 
as  did  the  Irish  labourers.  Tea  and 
tobacco  should  be  taxed  according  to 
their  value,  and  if  that  were  done,  a 
considerable  cause  of  justiiiable  oom- 
plaint  with  regard  to  those  two  taxes 
would  be  removed.  He  hoped  that  the 
ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer,  after  tiiis 
Budget  had  been  passed,  would  go  thor- 
'  ougUy  into  these  subjects,  and  that  next 
I  year  he  would  bring  his  genius  and 
originality  to  bear  upon  them. 

'  ♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis), 
as  an  earnest  student  of  finance,  con- 

;  gratulated   the   Chancellor   of   the   Ex- 

,  chequer  both  on  the  manner  and  on  the 
matter  of  his  speech.  The  Budget  had 
the  great  merit  of  being  simple — probably 
the  old  man  who  smoked,  and  the  old 
woman  who  drank  tea,  would  say  it 
was  not  only  simple  but  brutal.  But 
it  was  simple,  and  also  orthodox.  There 
was  no  trace  of  scientific  taxation  about 
it,  for  the  little  matter  of  the  tobacco 

I  stem  was  so  trifling  as  to  be  unworthy 
of  attention.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  had  a  difficult  task  to  perform, 
for  he  had  a  realised  deficit  to  meet  from 
last  year.    He  might  remind  his  right  hon. 

I  friend  the  Member  fcr  Croydon  that  last 
year  he  warned  him  that  he  was  over- 
estimating   his    revenue.      So    it    had 

j  turned  out,  though  it  might  be  urged 

I  in  excuse  that  it  was  becoming  increas- 
ingly difficult  to  estimate  revenue  with 
the  accuracy  of  former  years — ^in  the 
first  place  because  the  revenue  was  larger 
and  the  margin  of  error  therefore  greater, 

'  and,  in  the  second  place,  because  there 
were  certain  dangerously  high  taxes 
which  in  case  of  a  fall  in  consumption 
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or  in  price  of  securities  meant  very  large  |  In  a  sense,  if  o  le's  balance  at  the  bank 
diffefences.    The  difficulties  of  the  Chan-  ^  increased  one's  debt  diminished,  because 


cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  further 
added  to  by  the  practice  of  introducing 
large  Supplementary  Estimates  in  which 
this  Qovemment  had  been  a  great  and 
regular  offender.  Those  Supplementary 
Estimates  for  the  expired  year  were  no 
k89  th«»n  £7,800,000,  although  by  good 
luck  they  had  been  relieved  to  the 
extent  of  £3,500,000^relieved,  not  really 
but  only  as  regards  the  nominal  sum 
voted  by  the  accidental  excess  of  the 
Appropriations  in  aid.  There  was  no  way 
by  which  a  realised  deficit  could  be  dealt 
with,  except  that  of  taking  it  out  of  the 
balances  or  of  adding  it  to  Debt.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  have 
adopted  both  methods.  As  far  as  he 
understood  the  position,  there  was  a 
balance  from  overborrowing  for  the  late 
war  of  £2,888,000,  which  enabled  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  ad- 
vance £3,000,000  to  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  River  Colony.  But  that  was 
borrowed  money,  and  when  repaid  by  the 
colonies  it  still  remained  borrowed  money, 
and  being  overborrowed  should  find 
its  way  back  to  the  Debt.  The  right 
hon.  (Gentleman  further  proposed  to 
replete  his  balances  by  £1,000,000  derived 
irom  unclaimed  dividends.  With  regard 
to  the  remaining  £1,500,000  of  deficit, 


there  was  a  larger  asset  against  it,  and 
vice  versa.  But  only  in  a  sense.  A 
Treasury  balance  was  a  most  strange, 
evanescent,  and  uncertain  thing ;  it  had 
no  certain  foundation ;  it  received  ad- 
ditions from  the  most  diverse  sources ;  it 
was  depleted  for  the  most  diverse  pur- 
poses ;  it  was  always  varying ;  and 
sometimes,  quite  accidentally,  and,  so  to 
speak,  momentarily,  as  at  this  moment, 
it  was  £1,000,000  or  £2,000,000  short 
of  what  it  should  be.  Therefore,  he  thought 
it  was  hardly  soimd  finance  to  say  that 
every  addition  to  the  balance  represented 
a  diminution  of  the  debt,  or  that  every 
diminution  of  the  balance  meant  an 
increase  of  the  debt.  It  could  not  be 
denied,  however,  that  £4,000,000  of  the 
£5,500,000  of  realised  deficit  were  pro- 
vided for  by  intercepting  moneys  due  to 
the  Debt,  and  therefore  by  what  was 
practically  an  increase  o?  the  Debt,  that 
£730.000  of  it  was  provided  for  by  ex- 
pectation of  the  present  year's  revenue, 
and  that  a  sum  of  £770,000  was  left  unpro- 
vided for  in  any  way  whatever.  More- 
over, he  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  balances  were  really 
too  low  at  present.  In  1898  they 
amounted  to  £10,900,000,  in  1899  to 
£9,000,000,  in  1900  to  £3,500,000,  in  1901 


the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ex-  i  to  £5,500,000,  in  1902  to  £8,500,000, 
pected  to  get  £730,000  surplus  on  his  i  and  in  1903  to  £6,600,000,  but  now  they 
Budget,  and  the  remaining  £770,000 !  were  only  £4,200,000.  Therefore,  con- 
he  left  unprovided  for.  Now  the  £3,000,000  I  sidering  the  large  increase  of  revenue 
was  admittedly  Debt  money,  and  he  i  and  expenditure  and  the  consequent 
contended  that  so  also  was  the  £1,000,000  |  larger  area  over  which  the  balances  had 
from  unclaimed  dividends.     The  nature  ,  to  be  used,  the  amount  was  too  low. 


of  the  Funded  Debt  was  that  the  State 
bound  itself  to  pay  nothing  except  the 
interest ;  they  were  not  bound  to  return 
the  principal  to  the  creditor;  all  they 
nndeitook  was  to  pay  him  a  perpetual 
annuity  of  a  certain  amount.    Therefore, 


Then  there  was  the  prospective  de- 
ficit. The  Exchequer  expenditure  of 
£142,800,000,  with  which  the  Chancellor 
naturaUy  dealt,  was  not  the  whole  of 
the  expenditure.     There  was  in  addition 


if  by  negligence  or  death  the  Exchequer    the  expenditure  for  local  taxation  inter- 


were  relieved  from  the  payments  of  inter- 
est, that  relief  was  a  relief  o^  and  should 
go  as  part  of,  the  Debt.  He  submitted 
tiierefore,  that  if  £1,000,000  were  taken 
from  unclaimed  dividends — a  perfectly 
fair  thing  to  do— a  corresponding  amount 
of  debt  should  be  extinguished ;  the 
Exchequer  had  no  right  to  treat  that 
money  as  revenue.     As  to  whether  or  not 


cepted  and  not  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
or  out  of  it,  amounting  to  £10,000,000, 
and  another  £10,000,000  for  Appropria- 
tions in  aid,  both  of  which  items  were 
really  expenditure.  The  real  total  expen- 
diture was  therefore  in  all  £162,800,000. 
But  he  would  take  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  figure  of  £142,800,000.  That 
left  him  with  an   estimated  deficit  for 


the  whole  of  the  diminution  in  Treasury  \  1904-5  of  £3,800,000.     He  congratulated 
balances  was  debt    he  was  not  so  sure,    the  Chancellor    of    the    Exchequer    on 
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having  resisted   the  temptation  to  sus- 
pend the  Sinking  Fund,  though  he  held 
that  that  was  not  enough,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  increased.   And  now  as  to  the 
new  taxes.    The  addition  of  a  penny  to 
the  income-tax  was  one  for  which  aknost  1 
everybody    must   have    been    prepared,  i 
The   income-tax   payer    was   a   patient,  ' 
burden-bearing  creature,  who  would  not 
say  anything,  so  there  would  be  no  trouble  , 
on  that  score.    It  was  true  that  he  wrote 
letters,  but  they  need  not  be  answered. 
He  had  mentioned  the  income-tax  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  a 
shocking  doctrine  and  fallacy  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol,  who  had  suggested  that 
the    income-tax   might    be    graduated. 
Graduation    was   impossible,    and   both 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer   knew  it.     One 
enormous  advantage  of  the  tax  was  that, 
with  regard  to  the  greater  part  of  it,  it 
practically  levied   itself,  because  it  was 
deducted  from  all  dividends  before  they 
were    paid.      But  a    graduated  income- 
tax  could  not  be  so  levied.    For  that 
would  involve  different  rates  for  differ- 
ent incomes  instead  of  all    deductions 
being  made  at  one  rate  as  at  present. 
It    would    be    impossible   to     continue 
the  present  system  of  deduction  if  before 
the  tax  was  levied  the  income  of  the 
investor  had  to  be  ascertained.     He  was 
prepared,  moreover,  to  contend    that  it 
would  be  grossly  unjust  to  graduate  the 
income-tax,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
this,  that   the   estate   duties   were  pro- 
fessedly and  avowedly  put  on  because  of 
the  impracticabiUty  of  such  a  proposal. 
The  graduation  was  brought  in  at  the 
man's  death,  because    it    could  not  be 
arranged  during  his  life.     Further,  such 
graduation  would  be  contrary  to  public 
policy.     In  his  opinion  the  income-tax 
should  be  generalised,  and  it  oould  then 
be  reduced.    At  present,  in  consequence 
of  exemptions  and  abatements,  less  than 
one-half  of  the  incomes  of  the  country 
were  rated.    If  all  were  taxed  the  income- 
tax  rate  might  be  halved  and  produce 
the  same  revenue.    The  exemption   for, 
or  abatement  on,  some  incomes  meant 
shifting  the    burden  on  to  the  others. 
He  did  not  believe  any  taxpayers  in  the 
country  wished   that;    he  believed  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich  were  ready  to 
pay  their  fair  share,     It  was  merely  a 
Mr,  Gibson  Bowles, 


question  of  devising  a  convenient  method 
of  levy  to  reconcile  all  to  it.    Moreover, 
a  generalised  income-tax   would  enable 
us  to  relieve  those  who  paid  it  of  other 
and    fair    heavier    burdens.      For    the 
income-tax     cost  very     little  to    levy, 
whereas  other  taxes  cost  a  great  deal, 
and  the  cost  of  levy  had  to  be  added  to 
the  tax  and  paid  by  the  taxpayer.    The 
increase  of  30  per  cent,  on  the  tea  duty 
brought  that  duty    up   to  over  100  per 
cent,    od    valorem,  and    that  would  no 
doubt  fall  hardly  on  the  old  woman  who 
drank   tea.    He  thought  tobacco  was  a 
more  risky  venture  on  the  part  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  he  was 
not  sure  that  before  he  had  done  with 
this  Budget  he  might  not  find  it  advis- 
able to  modify  the   proposals    he    had 
made  with  regard  to  it.     He  must  here 
ask  a   question  as  to  a  matter  which 
seemed  to  have  escaped  attention.    The 
Resolution  proposed  dealt  only  with  the 
permanent  duty  imposed  by  the  Act  of 
1898,   but  there  were  temporary  duties 
imposed  by  the   Finance   Act  of    1900. 
Did  the  right  hon.  Grentlenujtn  intend  to 
leave  the  additional  duties  he  had  im- 
posed  as   temporary  and  annual  duties, 
or    did  he  propose  to    make  them   per- 
manent.   If  he  intended  to  make  them 
permanent   he    should    object,    because 
he  had  the  strongest  objections  to  putting 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government  as  per- 
manent  duties    those  duties  which  had 
hitherto    been    only    temporary.      The 
average  value  of  cigars  per  lb.  brought 
into  this  country  was  11^.,  and  a  duty 
of  6s.  on  that  amounted  to  600  per  cent. 
Therefore,    whenever    an    average    man 
smoked  an  average  cigar,  he   would   in 
future  have  practically  to  give  six  cigars 
to    the    Chancellor   of   the    Exchequer. 
That  was  dangerously  high,  and  must 
act  as  an  encouragement  to  the  smuggler. 
Smuggling  was  still  regarded   by  many 
as  a  sport,  and  to  this  day  many  called 
it  by  its  old  smuggling  name  of  free 
trade.    After  a  political  meeting  in  the 
New  Forest  near    the    Beaulieu  River, 
I  an  ancient  labourer  said  to  him,  "  Tm 
I  glad  you  are  for  free  trade,  sir.    I  have 
been  for  free  trade  all  my  life — many's 
the  cargo  of  tubs  of  French  brandy  I've 
run  up  this  very  river." 

And  now  as  to  the  Debt  and  the  Sinking' 
Fund.    The  right  hon.   Gentleman    the 
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Member  for  Croydon  said  truly  that  the  would  extinguish  this  portion  in  a  com- 
whole  of  the  amount  by  which  the  Debt  j  paratively  short  period,  but  nevertheless 
was  reduced  this  year  was  £6,500,000,  |  it  was  a  very  serious  addition  to  the 
which   very   nearly    approached   to   his  !  public  Debt.    He  was  sorry  the  Chan- 


estimate  of  £6,600,000,  but  he  forgot  that 
the  only  part  he  was  responsible  for,  or 
could  claim  any  merit  for,  was  that  which 
was  represented  by  the  new  Sinking  Fund, 
and  that  was  less  than  £1,500,000. 
That  was  the  only  part  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Croydon  had  had  any  share.  The  present 
fixed  charge  was  £27,000,000,  which 
meant  about  3^  per  cent,  of  the  dead 
weight  debt  of  £760,000,000,  but  that 
was  not  enough,  and  it  should  be  at 
least  3|  per  cent.,  or  £28,500,000,  or  even 
4  per  cent.,  which  would  make  the 
fixed  charge  over  £30,000,000.  Out  of  this 
fixed  charge  they  had  to  pay,  before 
they  got  t^eir  new  Sinking  Fund,  out 
of  the  fixed  charge  of  £27,000,000,  the 
interest  on  the  permanent  debt,  the 
floating  debt,  the  terminable  annuities 
tmd  the  management  of  the  Debt,  and 
that  left  but  little  for  the  new  Sinking 
Fund.  The  Debt  was  so  increased, 
and  was  so  much  increasing,  and  the 
expenditure  and  liabilities  of  the  State 
were  also  increasing  so  fast,  that  he 
earnestly  pressed  upon  the  Committee 
the  necessity  of  reconsidering  the  fixed 
charge  which  was  originally  £28,000,000, 
but  which  had  been  pared  down  by 
successive  Chancellors  of  the  Exche- 
quer to  £27,000,000.  He  hoped  they 
would  shortly  increase  that  charge  to  at 
least  £28,000,000. 

Then  there  were  what  were  called 
charges  on  capital  account,  but  really 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  cfipital  account. 
These  so-called  capital  charges  were 
debt-unfunded  or  floating  debt  and 
having  their  own  sinking  fund,  but  still 
debt.  It  meant  that  whenever  they 
v^anted  to  buy  telephones  or  telegraphs, 
to  set  up  a  railway  in  Uganda,  new 
railway  works,  or  even  to  bmld  a  land 
registry  office  they  set  up  a  new  debt. 
In  1895  that  debt  only  amounted  to 
d^,000,000,  but  last  year  it  had  in- 
creased to  £32,000,000.  This  year  another 
£10,000,000  was  to  be  added,  and  it  would 
now  reach  £42,000,000.  That  was  an 
enormous  sum  practically  added  to  the 
National  Debt,  added,  he  admitted,  under 


cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  to  avow 
that  he  intended  to  mtke  so  large  an 
addition  as  £10,000,000  to  what  he  con- 
sidered was  a  particularly  obnoxious 
form  of  debt.  It  pledged  them  to  the 
particular  works  for  which  it  was  raised. 
It  was  true  that  there  was  a  state- 
ment put  before  them  every  year,  but 
if  they  once  agreed  to  the  Bills  which 
embodied  these  £42,000,000  they  could 
not  touch  the  subject  again  or  reduce 
the  expenditure,  or  even  get  proper 
accounts,  and  that  was  why  he  said  that 
this  was  a  most  obnoxious  form  of  debt. 

Now  he  came  to  the  moral,  and  he 
urged  the  Committee  not  to  agree  to  any 
more  of  these  Bills.  When  the  House 
ance  sanctioned  expenditure,  either  by 
these  Bills  or  by  voting  Estimates,  the 
mischief  was  done.  After  that,  complaint 
was  idle.  It  was  no  use  blaming  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  was 
only  the  victim,  who  must  find  the 
money.  All  they  could  then  do  was  to 
criticise  his  method  of  dealing  with  the 
Sinking  Fund  or  his  method  of  raising 
the  money,  but  it  was  absurd  to  com- 
plain as  though  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  was  responsible.  The  Prime 
Minister  was  responsible,  his  policy 
was  responsible,  above  all,  the  House 
itself  was  responsible.  Their  financial 
position  was  gradually  becoming  more 
serious.  There  was  the  public  Debt, 
and  this  other  debt  of  £42,000,000,  and 
there  were  other  liabilities  coming  upon 
them  in  the  near  future,  besides  the 
local  debt.  All  this  meant  increased 
taxation,  and  increased  local  rates 
which  were  becoming  almost  unbear- 
able. He  sympathised  with  his 
hon.  friend  who  said  it  was  useless 
to  make  speeches  on  financial  purity, 
and  then  when  the  Estimates  came  up 
to  vote  for  them.  There  was  only 
one  way  in  which  the  House  could  assert 
itself,  and  that  was  by  voting  against 
Loans  for  Works,  by  voting  against 
Vote  A  for  the  Army,  which  was  the  Vote 
for  the  men,  and  by  voting  against  the 
men  for  the  Navy  and  the  shipbuilding 
programme    when    the    House    thought 


more    favourable    circumstances    which    this  course  was  justifiable.    If  the  House 
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did  not  think  that  this  course  was  justi-  |  details,  to  attend  when  the  Estimates 
fiable,  it  was  useless  to  complain  of  the  I  were  being  discussed,  and  not  to  leave  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  he  |  discussion  of  them  to  a  few  in  an  almost 
called  upon  them  to  pay  the  bills.  I  empty  House.  If  they  thought  a  case 
This  House  had  largely  lost  con-  |  was  made  out  against  any  particular  ex* 
trol     of    the     Estimates     through    the  '  penditure  they  should  not  be  afrud  to 


new  Rules,  the  effect  of  which  was  that 
the  Government  did  not  mind  how  long 
they  took  over  a  set  of  Estimates,  because 
they  knew  that  what  were  left  undis- 
cussed would  be  voted  automatically 
sunder  the  guillotine.  The  result  was  that 
there    was  no    longer   that  wholesome 


vote  for  a  reduction.  Strict,  detailed, 
jealous  economy  was  necessary.  Parsi- 
mony had  now  beoome  a  duty,  Magnum 
est  vectigal  parsimonia.  Some  Members  of 
the  Committee  might  think  that  to  reduce 
Estimates  presented  by  the  Government 
was  to  vote  a  want  of  confidence  in  the 


method  by  which  he  used  to  make  secret  >  Government.    No  doubt  there  had  been 


bargains  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cheqer  to  let  him  have  certain  Votes  if 
he  would  grant  him  certain  privileges. 
They  were  now  bound  hand  and  foot  to 
the  Government  of  the  day,  and  very  often 
under  the  guillotine  some  Votes  which 
urgently  required  discussion  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  House  were  closured. 

He  had  made  certab  suggestions 
with  a  view  in  some  degree  to  restore 
the  control  of  the  House  over  the  Esti- 
mates, and  which  would  be,  he  thought,  of 
public  advantage.  One  of  those  sugges- 
tions was  that  there  should  be  an  Esti- 
mates Committee;  another,  that  a  day 
should  be  appointed  for  discussion  of  the 
Public     Accounts     Committee    Report. 

Something     was    needed.      The     most    „„^^„    ^^  ^,^        v^,  ■,.„,,.>..      ji.         „« 
audacious  schemes  were  afoot.     It  had  |  tVeiEstii'kte^^  theTf  il^i^uld  ^do^lt! 
been    senously    suggested     that     there ,       ^  j       ^  i 

should   be    placed    at    the    disposal   of 


squeamish  Governments,  who,  if  their 
Estimates  were  reduced  by  theConmiittee, 
would  take  that  as  implying  want  of  con* 
fidence,  and  would  resign.  But  this 
Grovemment  were  not  so  tender  as  that. 
They  accepted  a  reduction  of  £100  on  a 
Vote  the  other  day,  and  if  other  reductions 
were  carried  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
accept  them.  Whether  or  not,  the  time 
had  come  when  the  House  should  begin  to 
redeem  its  own  faults.  The  departmentat 
representatives  seemed  to  get  more  extra- 
vagant as  they  went  along,  and  the  only 
way  to  check  expenditure  was  for  Mem- 
bers to  come  to  the  House,  examine  the 
Estimates,  debate  them,  move  reductions, 
and  carry  them  if  they  were  justified. 
Once  that  course  was  taken  it  would  be  a 
warning  to  the  Government  to  keep  down 


at 
the  Government  of  the  day,  whoever 
they  might  be,  £10,000,000  for  the  Army, 
and  £10,000,000  for  the  Navy,  to  be 
spent  without  any  reference  whatever  to 
ParUament.  A  more  revolutionary  pro- 
posal he  had  never  heaxd  of,  nor  one 
more  certain  to  lead  in  the  direction  of  a 
military  despotism.  His  right  hon.  friend 
below  the  Gangway  had  given  the  House 
some  extremely  good  advice  with  regard 
to  the  Estimates  on  which  reductions 
could  be  made.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 


♦Mr.  RUNCIMAN  (Dewsbury)  said  he 
was  sure  that  if  the  Government  carried 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  previous 
speaker  there  would  be  in  many  Depart- 
ments of  State  great  reductions.  The 
hon.  Member  particularly  called  their 
attention  to  the  Works  Acts  of  which  he 
complained.  During  the  last  few  ses- 
sions those  Works  Acts  had  been  intro- 
duced so  late  in  the  session  that  it 
was  impossible  to  have  full  discus- 
sions on  them.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  been  commended  because 


man     thought     thAt     the    expenditmre  ,  j^  j^j^  g^^  ^^  y^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  j^ 

on  the  Army  might  be  reduced.  He  economy.  Well,  the  objection  they  took 
himself  was  convinced  from  conver-  ,  ^^  ^^^  Opposition  side  of  the  House  was 
sations  he  had   had   with  experts  that    ^^^^  ^^^  Government   neither  preached 


many  millions  might  be  saved  on  the 
Army.  He  was  thoroughly  convinced 
that  £2,000,000  could  be  saved  on  the 
Navy,  and  he  would  be  very  much  sur- 
prised if  a  similar  amount  could  not  be 
saved  on  the  Civil  Service.  He  asked  the 
Committee  to  be  prepared  to  go  into  these 

Mft  Oibson  Bowles, 


nor  practised  economy.  The  only  solu- 
tion suggested  was  that  they  should 
broaden  the  basis  of  taxation,  and  not  that 
they  should  adopt  greater  economy* 
Only  a  few  days  before  the  Chancellor 
asked  what  they  were  prepared  to  give 
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up  on  the  Army  ?  The  GU>verzunent 
had  already  given  up  much  on  the  Army, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  give  up  a  great 
deal  more.  By  giving  up  the  Army  Corps 
hon.  Members  hoped  they  were  giving  up 
much  on  the  Army.  Then  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  remarked, "  Think 
of  reducing  the  naval  expenditure ! " 
Everyone  loiew  that  what,  on  the  Op- 
position side,  they  had  complained  of 
was  that  the  Admiralty  had  not  given 
them  a  definite  statement  as  to  the 
standard  to  which  they  were  working. 
The  expenditure  must  be  relative,  just 
as  naval  strength  was  relative ;  but 
that  seemed  to  be  lost  sight  of  by  those 
who  had  brought  forward  the  Estimates. 
If  they  had  (kopped  one  battleship  out 
of  the  Estimates  it  would  have  diminished 
the  expenditure  neirt  year,  and  the 
year  following,  not  only  as  to  the  cost  of 
the  battleship  but  of  the  additional  ex- 
penses which  must  cluster  around  all 
additions  to  the  Fleet.  He  thought  this 
year's  programme  should  not  have  been 
greater  than  that  of  last  year,  but  that 
the  pace  should  have  been  slackened 
rather  than  hastened. 

He  would  turn  to  the  Budget 
itself.  The  hon.  Member  for  King's 
Lynn  in  explaining  the  way  in 
^hich  the  deficit  of  last  year  had  been 
disposed  of  had,  bethought,  misappre- 
bended  the  way  in  which  the  £5,500,000 
had  been  met.  His  reading  of  the 
case  was  that  the  £5,500,000  had 
been  met  first  by  £2,880,000  from 
previously  issued  loans,  and  also  by  the 
£3,000,000  returned  from  South  Africa. 
He  would  turn  particularly  to  the  extent 
to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
stated  that  the  Budget  Debt  and  Funded 
Debt  had  been  wiped  ofE  during  last  year. 
He  said  in  his  statement  that  £5,449,000 
had  been  wiped  off  during  the  past 
twelve  months;  but  the  amount  spent 
on  capital  works  was  £7,300,000.  They 
found  that  so  far  from  having  reduced 
the  total  Debt  by  £5,000,000  they  were 
somethinglike  £1,000,000  to  the  bad.  They 
must  make  allowances  for  the  amount 
wiped  o£E  in  the  Annuities.  He  thought 
they  mightassume  roughly  that  theamount 
wipied  off,  in  respect  of  the  Works  Acts 
on  capital  account,  amounted  to  some- 
thing like  £1,000,000.  So,  on  the  whole, 
so  far  as  the  total  debt  of  the  country 


went,  they  were  at  least  £1,000,000  to 
the  bad.  Various  calculations  were  made 
in  Committee  from  time  to  time  with 
regard  to  our  total  debt,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  naturally  put 
the  best  construction  on  the  position 
But  would  he  kindly  clear  up  a  point 
on  which  th^e  was  some  obscurity.  He 
stated  in  the  course  of  his  speech  that 
our  liability  in  respect  of  sums  borrowed 
for  works  of  permanent  improvement 
had  increased  in  the  course  of  the  year 
by  £4,298,000.  He  desired  to  ask  him 
whether  that  was  an  increase  over  and 
above  the  net  amount  arrived  at  after 
the  deduction  had  been  made  for  capital 
returned  in  respect  of  the  Works  Acts  ? 

Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That 
is  the  net  amount  by  which  the  liability 
has  been  reduced.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  a  Question. 

♦Mb.  RUNCIMAN  said  he  would  put 
two  Questions  now.  By  how  much  did 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  expect  the 
total  Debt  to  decrease  in  the  coming  year, 
excluding  the  operation  of  the  special 
Acts  ?  By  how  much  did  he  expect 
that  the  operations  of  these  Acts  would  in 
crease  our  liabilities  during  the  coming 
year  ?  It  was  only  by  getting  clear  answers 
to  these  questions  that  they  would  be  likely 
to  arrive  at  any  accurate  estimate  as  to 
what  the  liabilities  would  be  in  1904-5. 
One  could  not  review  the  financial  position 
of  the  country  without  seeing  that  at  pre- 
sent the  Sinking  Fund  was  entirely  illusory » 
We  were  now  in  a  little  worse  position  than 
last  year.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon  had  given  his  version 
of  the  anticipations  of  last  year  in  dealing 
with  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  certainly 
explained,  although  it  did  not  excuse  the 
estimates  then  made.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  looked  forward  with  pleasure 
to  the  time  when  £9,000,000  would  be  our 
Sinking  Fund.  We  were  nominally 
£1,500,000  short  of  that  still,  and  he  was 
afraid  that  we  should  be  still  that  amount 
short  of  it  five  years  hence.  The 
£10,000,000,  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  expected  from  the  mine- 
owners,  and  which  was  to  save  us  £300,000 
a  year,  had  not  yet  arrived,  and  no  man 
knew  when  the  two  further  instalment* 
of  £10,000,000  each  would  be  received. 
By  the  tune  the  £30,000,000  were  repaid^ 
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we  should  have  a  Sinking  Fund  of  close 
on  £9,000,000,  which,  he  took  it,  was  the 
standard  up  ot  which  we  ought  to  work. 
In  the  period  188S-1887  the  national 
income  was  £1,400,000,000  per  anntim. 
In  the  period  1898-1902  it  was  just  under 
£2,000,000,000.  But  the  national  ex- 
penditure had  increased  by  40  per  cent, 
not  over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  but  of 
eight  years.  The  total  expenditure  in 
1903-4  was  £146,961 ,000.  To  that  had 
to  be  added  expenditure  under  the 
Works  Act  £7,305,000,  less  £1,100,000, 
repayment  of  capital  charged  in  Votes — 
or  in  all  £6,205,000,  giving  the  actual  total 
expenditure  for  the  year  £153,166,000. 
Of  that  amount,  only  £141,266,000  was 
paid  for  by  taxation,  and  something 
approaching  £12,000,000  of  last  year's 
expenditure  was  paid  for  by  loans. 
With  regard  to  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion, what  he  would  like  to  see  would  be 
A  system  of  taxation  which  would  press 
less  hardly  upon  those  of  smaller  incomes, 
whether  they  came  within  the  purview  of 
the  Income-Tax  Commissioners  or  not. 
That  was  oertainly  a  principle  which  was 
tnot  borne  out  by  the  new  taxation.  As 
to  tea,  the  taxation  on  that  commodity 
had  already  shown  a  very  marked  effect 
on  its  consumption.  The  consumption 
per  head  of  the  population  in  1900  was 
'6-07  lbs.;  in  1901,  6*16  lbs.;  in  1902, 
'6-06  lbs. ;  and  in  this  last  year  602  lbs. ; 
.and  if  the  tendency  to  diminution  con- 
tinued, the  new  taxation  would  largely 
reduce  [the  productiveness  of  the  duty. 
Remembermg  that  the  national  income 
had  increased  in  twenty  years  by  just 
under  40  per  cent.,  and  the  national  ex- 
penditure had  increased  by  40  per  cent., 
not  over  a  period  of  twenty  years,  but  of 
eight  years,  no  one  who  considered  the 
enormous  amount  which  was  taken  out 
^f  the  national  income  at  the  present  time 
could  view  the  great  increase  in  taxation 
with  an3rthing  but  alarm.  The  only  one 
cure  for  this  state  of  things  was  not  any 
broadening  of  the  basis  of  taxation  or 
Attempting  to  adopt  illusory  methods  of 
tapping  the  foreigner,  but  the  reduction 
of  an  expenditure  which  at  present 
passed  the  bounds  of  prudence. 

Mb. AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  \ 
discussion  in  which  we  have  been  engaged  ! 
has  roamed  over  a  large  number  of  points, . 
but  has  been  mainly  confined  to  the  ' 

Mr,  Bunciman. 


broader  aspects  of  national  finance.  It 
is  true  that  some  hon.  Members  have 
alluded  in  passing  to  individual  pro- 
posals in  connection  with  taxation,  just 
as  the  hon.  Member  who  has  resumed  his 
seat  spoke  about  the  tea  duty.  I  will 
only  say  in  passing,  in  reference  to  the 
tea  duty,  that  I  cannot  imagine  a  more 
deceptive  method  of  dealing  with 
statistics,  or  one  more  fatal  to  the  truth, 
than  to  take  the  clearances  of  a  dutiable 
article  like  tea  in  an  individual  year 
such  as  those  which  we  have  just  gone 
through,  when  there  have  been  great 
disturbances  owing  to  anticipations  of  an 
increased  duty  or  of  a  decreased  duty 
and  treat  them  as  if  they  were  the 
measure  of  the  actual  consumption  of 
tea. 

*Mb.  bunciman  said  that  what  he 
alluded  to  was  the  general  tendency  to 
decline  since  the  new  taxation  was  placed 
on  tea. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
And  what  I  was  alluding  to  was  the 
figures  which  the  hon.  (Gentleman  used  in 
order  to  prove  that  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
into  that  at  the  present  time.  I  think  it 
would  be  more  desirable  that  we  should 
discuss  that  when  we  come  to  the  tea  dut\' 
rather  than  to  interpolate  details  into  a 
general  discussion.  I  only  venture  to  say 
that  the  method  he  has  employed  is  ex- 
tremely deceptive,  and  that  if  he  wiU  take 
the  avera^  over  a  series  of  years  he  will 
find  that  it  does  not  accurately  represent 
the  gross  consumption  of  tea.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar,  who  opened  the  dis- 
cussion, joined  issue  at  once  with  the 
nroposals  which  I  have  laid  before  the 
House,  and  was  frank  enough  to  state  to 
the  Committee  what  he  womd  have  done 
if  he  had  been  in  my  place.  What  was 
the  hon.  Oentleman's  proposal  ?  It  was 
that  all  the  deficit  was  to  oe  put  on  the 
income-tax  payer,  except  the  tobacco  duty, 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  was  good 
enough  to  promise  his  support.  Let  me 
say  a  word  or  two  on  this  question  of 
direct  and  indirect  taxation.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  was 
perfectly  right  in  saying  that  there  is  no 
scientific  basis  for  the  division  of 
our  taxation  into  exactly  such  and 
such  a  percentage  of  direct  and  such 
and  such  a  percentageof  indirect  taxation. 
We  have  been  accustomed  to  compare  the 
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growth  of  direct  and  indireot  taxation. 
Upon  the  whole  they  have  grown  hand 
in  hand,  though  direct  taxation  has 
steadily  increased  over  a  series  of  years 
at  a  faster  rate  than  indirect  taxation. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Poplar  would  have 
me  this  year  place  the  whole  burden 
of  the  new  taxation  upon  the  direct  tax- 
X)ayer.  How  hard  it  is  for  any  of 
us  to  be  consistent  on  fiscal  questions. 
Let  me  remind  the  Committee  of  what 
the  hon.  Grentleman  himself  said  only  a 
year  ago.  "  We  are  all  agreed  on  this 
side  of  the  House,"  he  said,  "  that,  when 
you  have  a  war  expenditure  of  this  sort, 
and  more  especially  an  increased  peace 
expenditure,  we  must  extend  and  alter 
our  system  of  taxation,  and  must  raise  a 
certain  proportion  of  that  taxation  not 
only  from  direct,  but  from  indirect  taxa- 
tion.'* It  would  not  be  consbtent  with 
that  very  sound  declaration  to  plaoe  the 
whole  of  this  burden  on  the  income-tax 
payer. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  said  he 
entirely  agreed  with  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  that  they  must  put  the 
burden  on  both ;  but  his  argument  was 
that,  when  remissions  took  plaoe,  there 
had  been  too  great  a  relief  given  to  direct 
as  compared  with  indirect  taxation. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
do  not  foUow  the  hon.  Member's  calcula- 
tion. What  are  the  proper  proportions 
between  direct  and  indirect  taxation? 
The  actual  percentage,  I  have  calculated, 
if  and  after  my  proposals  for  this  year 
are  approved  by  the  House,  will  be  48*2 
for  direct  taxation  and  51'8  for  indirect 
taxation.  That  is  for  the  whole  of  the 
taxation. 

Mb.  MoCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  Does 
that  include  the  coal  duty  ? 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  Coal 
is  not  included;  it  never  has  been  in 
these  calculations,  for  reasons  which  must 
be  obvious  to  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Now, 
it  is  a  curious  coincidence,  and  I  frankly 
admit  that  it  is  nothing  more,  that  those 
are  the  exact  proportions  which  prevailed 
in  the  year  before  the  war  broke  out. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  having  altered  the 
inoidenoe  of  taxation  to  the  detriment  of 
the  indirect  taxpayer,    we   stand   now 
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exactly  where  we  didin  the  year  before  the 
war  broke  out.  I  say  frankly  it  is  a  pure 
coincidence.  I  did  not  first  work  out  the 
percentages  for  1898-99  and  then  devise 
taxation  so  as  exactly  to  produce  those 
percentages;  I  took  the  taxes  which  I 
thought  were  most  suitable  for  raising 
money,  and  for  raising  it  most  fairly  and 
with  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  public, 
and  it  so  happens  that  I  have  produced 
exactly  the  same  result  as  we  had  in 
1898-99. 

Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland):  Does  that  include  the  Post 
Office? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  call  Post  Office 
revenue  direct  or  indireot  taxation  ?  It 
may  be  interesting  to  the  Committee  to 
go  one  step  further  and  see  how  this 
taxation  is  raised.  Of  our  total  tax 
revenue,  including  the  local  taxation 
revenue,  but  excluding  the  coal  tax,  we 
raised  from  taxes  on  transactions  i.e., 
stamps.  Post  Office  services,  and  licences 
— 21*5  per  cent. ;  we  raised  from  taxes 
on  alcohol  and  tobacco  34*5  per  cent. ; 
we  raised  from  taxes  on  other  articles  of 
consumption,  such  as  sugar  and  tea,  10*4 
per  cent. ;  and  we  raised  from  the  direct 
taxes,  estate  duty,  house  duty,  land  tax, 
and  income-tax,  33*6  per  cent.  If  you 
look  at  those  articles  of  consumption 
which  can  alone  be  called  absolute  neces- 
saries of  life— that  is  to  say,  excluding 
alcohol  and  tobacco — it  will  be  seen  that 
the  proportion  of  our  revenue  raised  from 
them  is  only  10*4  of  the  whole,  and  that 
is  the  whole  of  the  taxation  which  neces* 
sarily  falls  upon  consumers,  to  which, 
consumers  of  the  poorer  class  necessarily 
contribute.  Of  course  many  of  them 
contribute  both  to  the  beer  or  spirit  duties 
and  to  the  tobacco  duties,  but  that  is  a 
contribution  which  they  can  make  greater 
or  less  by  the  sacrifice  of  comforts  or 
luxuries ;  it  is  not  a  contribution  which, 
they  are  unable  to  avoid  except  by  the 
sacrifice  of  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
necessity.  The  total  taxation  when 
divided  works  out  for  direct  taxe» 
at  £1  9s.  per  head  of  the  population,  and 
for  indirect  taxes  J^l  Us.  2d.,  a  sum 
which  is  made  up  of  XI  3s.  lid.  for 
alcohol  and  tobacco  and  7s.  3d.  for 
all  other  indireot  taxes.     The  increase 
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bodi  of  direct  and .  indirect  taxation  in 
the  year  is  exactly  ds.  4d.  per  head.  Of 
course  this  is  a  very  large  expenditure 
to  have  to  provide  for,  and  I  have  been 
criticised  in  some  quarters  for  not  having 
indulged  in  what  I  may  almost  call  the 
usual  warnings  to  the  Committee  about 
the  magnitude  of  our  expenditure.  Well, 
T  think  I  am  sufficiently  excused  for  not 
doing  that  by  those  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  who  have  pointed 
to  the  faict  that  these  warnings  addressed 
by  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  to  the 
House  have  generally  been  accompanied 
by  a  great  increase  in  their  demands. 
1  shall  certainlv  study  economy;  but  I 
do  not  think  I  shall  advance  economy 
hy  a  general  lecture  to  the  House  upon 
the  subject  But,  after  all,  I  would 
venture  to  urge  the  Committee,  even  at 
the  risk  of  incurring  the  censure  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Poplar,  who  is  prompt 
to  see  underground  motives  in  regard 
to  my  conduct,  not  to  magnify  unreason- 
ably the  burden  which  we  have  to  bear. 
It  is  a  very  heavy  burden;  we  are  raising 
«  huge  sum ;  but,  after  all,  as  the  hon. 
Oentfeman  who  has  just  sat  down  very 
truly  said,  what  you  have  to  consider 
is  not  merely  the  increase  in  the  burden, 
but  how  much  stronger  our  shoulders 
have  grown  to  bear  it. 

Let  me  compare  the  expenditure  now 
with  the  expenditure  of  forty  years  ago, 
in  the  halcyon  days  of  the  early 
sixties,  when  there  were  no  fiscal 
heresies,  when  economy  was  in  the 
ascendant,  when  Estimates  were  modest, 
and  armaments  had  not  reached 
ihe  huge  figures  to  which  they  have  since 
mounted.  Our  expenditure  has  been 
more  than  doubled  since  that  time — lam 
dealing  with  the  expenditure  as  given 
in  the  Return  which  is  known  to  the 
House  as  Sir  Henry  Fowler's  Return, 
and  the  population  has  increased  by  about 
45  per  cent.  Wliat  has  happened  in  the 
meantime  to  the  national  income.^  The 
national  income  has  about  doubled  also, 
and  the  ratio  of  expenditure  to  national 
income  is  therefore  no  higher  now  than 
it  was  forty  years  ago.  Of  course  calcula- 
tions of  income  are  to  some  extent  a 
matter  of  guesswork,  and  are  open  to  a 
^eat  deal  of  criticism.  I  have  roughly 
•calculated  it,  as  a  good  many  inquirers 
have  done  before,  from  Income-Tax  Re- 
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turns.  I  have  excluded  from  the  income- 
tax  the  revenue  from  Government  securi- 
ties, partly  because,  in  the  first  place, 
that  is  not  an  increase  of  the  total 
national  wealth — it  would  be  to  take 
from  one  pocket  and  put  into  another 
— and  partly  because  by  so  doing  I  have 
excluded,  at  any  rate,  a  verv  large  pro- 
portion of  capital  which  is  owned  abroad, 
and  the  income  of  which  goes  abroad, 
and  does  not  enter  into  our  national 
wealth.  In  1864-5  the  gross  assessment 
to  income-tax  was  £338,000,000,  and  the 
calculation  of  the  national  wealth  has 
been  reckoned  as  probably  some- 
where about  twice  the  amount  of 
property  assessed  to  income-tax,  so 
that  the  national  income  would  then 
have  been  about  £700.000,000.  The 
gross  assessment  of  income-tax  now, 
after  the  deduction  which  I  have  already 
explained,  is  £870,000,000,  and  taking 
roughly  double  that  fiigure  I  may  put 
the  total  income  of  the  country  at 
£1,760,000,000.  If  those  figures  are,  as 
I  believe,  roughly  approximate  to  the 
truth,  then  our  wealth  has  increased 
something  like  150  per  cent,  while  our 
expenditure  has  increased  in  the  same 
period  about  125  per  cent.  The  increase 
of  our  wealth  has  therefore  been  greater 
than  the  increase  of  our  expenditure.  In 
1864-5  our  expenditure  was  8*6  of  the 
aggregate  income  of  the  country,  while 
in  the  present  year  I  calculate  it  at  7*8 
of  the  aggregate  income  of  the  country. 
And  it  must  be  remembered  that,  whUe 
we  have  a  larger  population  from  which 
to  draw  our  revenue,  we  have  more  people 
to  care  for,  a  larger  Empire  to  protect^ 
and  that  many  of  the  objects  to  which 
the  resources  of  the  (Government  are 
necessarily  devoted  are  far  more  costly 
to-day  than  they  were  forty  years  a^. 
Ships,  gons,  the  maUrid  of  war  are  ^r 
more  expensive  now  than  in  those  days, 
wages  are  also  far  more  expensive  now ; 
and  though  this  may  be  a  very  cheap 
country  to  live  in,  as  is  often  alleged,  it 
is  not  a  cheap  country  to  govern.  If  the 
cost  of  living  grows  less  the  cost  of  the 
government  which  the  country  desires 
grows  greater. 

After  all,  do  we  stand  alone  in 
the  matter  of  increased  expenditure? 
Turn  to  the  Budgets  of  foreign 
countries  and  you  will  find  the  growth 
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^JmoBt  universal.     It  is,  of  coarse,  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  compare  the  expendi- 
ture of  different  States,  because  they 
divide  their  ex^nditure  differently,  what 
is  local  expenditure  in  one  country  being 
•central  ex^nditure  in  another,  and  vice 
versa.   But  it  is  a  weU-known  fact  that  the 
^irpenditure  of  all  the  Great  Powers  has 
enormously  increased  for  very  much  the 
sime  reason  that  our  expenditure  has  in- 
•crdased.     It  is  notorious  that  in  private 
life  it  is  difficult  to  reduce  your  expenses 
4f  those  among  whom  you  reside  live  at  a 
higher  or  faster  rate.    It  is  the  same  with 
nations.     We  cannot  indulge  in  economy 
when  other  nations  are  spending  more 
And  more  on  their  armies.    AndC  after 
all,  our  Army  expenditure  has  not  been 
so  great.     In  1864-65  it  was  3*4  per  cent, 
of  our  gross  income.     To-day  it  is  only 
3*7  per  cent.      There  are  increases   in 
other  national  expenditure  which  are  much 
more  remarkable.     The  expehditure  on 
education,  for  instance,  in  1864-65  was 
£943,000.     This  year  it  is  £14,577,000, 
an  increase  of  1,500  per  cent.     [Opposi- 
tion cheers.]    I  do  not  suggest  that  it  is 
not  money  well  spent;  but  I  do  say  it  is 
a  little  illogical  that  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
applaud  this  increase,  who  possibly  would 
double  it  to-morrow,  should  complain  of 
the   increase    in   our   national  expendi- 
ture without  allowing  for  the  fact  that  if 
we  spend  more  now  than  we  spent  in 
1864-65  it    is  because  we  have  larger 
ideals  and  because  in  1864-65  national 
interests  were  grossly  neglected.     Again, 
we  spend  a  great  deal  more  in  reUef  of 
local  burdens.     In    1864-65   we  contri- 
buted   from    the    Imperial    Exchequer 
£1,745,000  for  this  purpose.      Now    we 
•contribute  £14,440,000.    Hon.  (Gentlemen 
-are  in  favour  of  restricting   expenditure 
in  the  abstract,  but  they  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  economy  in  a  Chancellor  of 
-the   Exchequer  when  they    want  relief 
irom  local  taxation  that  appeals  to  their 
interest  or  support.     We  have  to  look, 
not  merely  to  the  growth  of  expenditure 
l>ut  to  the  nature  of   the  expenditure, 
-to   the    services    on  which     it    is    em- 
ployed, and  to  the  relative  growth    of 
-expenditure    in    other    countries,    and, 
let  me  add,  in  private  commercial  con- 
cerns also.     Is  not  railway  management 
a  great  deal  more  expensive  now  than 
it  was  forty  years  ago  ?    And,  of  course, 
aU  the  causes  which   have  raised  the 


cost  of  railway  work  in  this  country 
have  also  affected  us,  who  are  the 
greatest  employers  of  labour.  Another 
thing  I  would  point  out  is  that  if  you 
set  against  our  increased  burden  of 
taxation  our  increased  capacity  to  bear 
it,  you  will  find  that,  heavy  as  we  feel 
that  burden  now  to  be,  it  is  relatively 
no  greater  than  the  burden  of  those  who 
lived  in  the  halcyon  days  of  the  sixties, 
when  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seem  to 
think  all  things   went  well. 

Questions  have  been  asked  me  with  re- 
gard to  *the  deficit  of  last  year  and  with 
regard  to  the  National  Debt.    If,  in  con- 
sidering the*  question  of  the  deficit  of  last 
year,  hon.  Qentlemen  opposite  had  put. 
out  of  their  minds  the  £3,000,000  that 
was  a  loan  to  the  Transvaal,  and  that 
was  repaid  by  the  Transvaal,  they  would 
have    saved  themselves   from  the  con- 
fusion   which    was    apparent    in    their 
speeches.    That   transaction    was  com- 
l^ete   in   itself.     It  does  not  affect  the 
deficit  of  last  year,  or  the  way  in  which 
I  propose  to  deal  with  it.    The  deficit 
was  £5,400,000.    It  so  happened   that 
the  Exchequer  balances  were  abnormally 
swollen  by  a  sum  of  £2,288,000,  which 
was  raised  by  loan  during  the  war  for 
the   purposes  of  the   war    up    to'  31st 
March  of  last  year.    The  money  was  not 
required  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and 
so  it  lay  in  the  balances  and  helped  to 
swell  those  balapces.    In  the  co urse  of  last 
year  we  had  to  meet  considerable  war 
charges ;    those  war  charges  formed  part 
of  the  deficit,  and  tq  meet  them  I  propose 
to  use  the  balances  to  the    extent    of 
£2,288,000,  or,  in  other  words,  I  propose 
to  apply  that  sum  to  the  purposes  of  the 
war,  for  which  it  was  originally  raised. 
I     propose     to     provide     for     another 
£1,000,000   from    unclaimed    dividends 
account.      There     remains    a    sum     of 
£1,500,000.     To  meet  it,  1  budget  for  a 
surplus  in  the  current  year  in  excess  of 
anything  that  should  have  been  if  there 
had   not  been  that  realised  deficit.     I 
estimate  the  surplus  at  £730,000,  and 
after    having    provided    for    such  con- 
tingencies as  may  arise  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  I  hope  to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  restoration  of  the  balances 
out  of  the  resources  of  the  year. 


Mr.  RUNCIMAN  asked  whether  the 
surplus    estimated  by   the    right    hon. 
2  H  2 
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Grentleman  allowed  for    Supplementary 
Estimates. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Of 
course,  out  of  tlie  surplus  any  contin- 
gencies not  provided  for  in  the  original 
Estimates  must  be  met.  I  now  come  to 
the  Sinking  Fund.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Poplar  estimated  the  Sinking  Fund 
for  the  current  year  at  £6,000,000.  I  do 
not  know  how  he  got  that  figure.  I 
estimate  it  at  £7,119,000.  The  question 
has  been  raised  as  to  whether  that  is  a 
sufficient  provision  to  make  for  the  Sink- 
ing Fund.  Undoubtedly,  Inhere  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  for  making  a  better 
provision  if  we  were  in  more  affluent 
circumstances.  But  I  do  not  think  any- 
one will  contend  that  in  a  time  like  the 
present  I  should  further  increase  taxation 
in  order  to  add  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and,  assuming  I  get  nothing  in  the  course 
of  the  year  from  the  Transvaal,  if  the 
Sinking  Fund  realises  my  anticipation  it 
will  be  '92  per  cent,  of  the  National 
Debt.  Now  let  me  quote  the  figures 
of  the  highest  years  in  recent  times. 
In  1877-78  it  was  -64,  in  1888-89 
it  was  -71,  in  1898-99  it  was  M9. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  provision  we  are 
now  making  is  higher  than  in  any  of 
those  years  except  one,  when  it  reached 
the  very  high  figure  of  1*19.  I  think 
that  is  certainly  not  an  unfair  provision 
to  make  in  a  year  like  the  present,  and 
I  do  not  think  we  are  open  to  severe 
strictures  for  not  having  increased  it.  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  besides  this  Sinking 
Fund,  which  is  devoted  to  the  repayment 
of  the  "dead-weight"  debt,  we  have 
another  debt,  raised  by  terminable  annui- 
ties, for  military  and  naval  works,  public 
buildings,  telephones,  and  so  on.  My 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge University  said  that  if  we  were  a 
company  we  should  be  in  an  insolvent 
condition.  I  think  that  a  company 
which  tried  to  provide  the  whole  of  its 
capital  expenditure  on  works  out  of 
revenue  would  very  soon  find  itself  un- 
able to  carry  out  its  intentions.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  reasonable  and 
proper  thing,  when  we  are  making  expen- 
diture which  has  a  capital  value  and  will 
have  a  value  for  many  years  to  come,  that 
we  should  not  necessarily  burden  the 
current  year  with  the  whole  of  the 
charge,  but    should  spread   it    over  a 

Mr,  Bunciman. 


period  of  years,  provided  that  the  period 
is  reasonable  and  that  we  take  care  to  have 
such  a  sinking  fund  as  will  redeem  the 
debt  well  within  the  life  of  the  works  for 
which  it  has  been  incurred.  That  is 
what  we  do.  To  speak  of  that  debt  as 
being  on  all  fours  with  die  "dead- 
weight "  debt  is  really  misleading.  It  is 
a  debt  for  which  we  have  something 
tangible;  which  carries  its  own  sinking 
fund  with  it,  and  which,  within  the 
limited  period  Parliament  has  laid  down, 
will  be  redeemed  by  the  action  of  its  own 
sinking  fund — which  is  in  addition  to, 
and  wholly  outside,  the  fixed  Debt  charge 
of  the  ordinary  Sinking  Fund.  I  have 
not  given  the  specific  figures  for  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dewsbury  asked. 
I  interrupted  his  speech  to  suggest  that 
he  should  place  a  Question  on  ihe  Paper. 
I  think  he  misunderstood  my  intenticm. 
I  intended  no  discourtesy,  but  I  have  not 
the  exact  figures  which  he  wants.  If  he 
will  put  a  Question  on  the  Paper  I  should 
be  happy  to  supply  the  information  at 
the  e'^rliest  moment.  I  think  that  is  all 
I  need  say  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
discussion.  I  will  reserve  for  subsequent 
stages  the  consideration  of  the  individual 
duties,  and  I  hope  that  on  this  particular 
Resolution,  as  to  which  there  is  very 
little  disagreement,  the  Committee  will 
come  to  a  decision  before  adjournment 
for  dinner. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  said  that  so  far  as  the  income-tax 
was  concerned,  the  Committee  could, 
undoubtedly,  meet  the  view  just  ex- 
pressed by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer,  but  inasmuch  as  the  general  policy 
of  the  Budget  was  by  agreement  open 
for  discussion  on  this  Resolution,  it  was 
only  appropriate  that  the  debate  should 
be  continued.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
appeared  as  though  he,  too,  had  been  on 
ihe  ''illimitable  veldt,"  for  there  was 
hardly  any  limit  to  the  conceptions  he 
had  formed  of  the  enormous  increase  of 
the  national  wealth  and  income  during 
the  last  forty  years.  Again  and  again, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  few  months, 
they  had  been  told  the  doleful  tale 
of  national  depression  and  ruin,  and  now 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
came  forward  with  this  magnifioent 
picture  of  inexhaustible  national  re* 
sources  which  could  be  ladled  out  by 
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the  hundred  millions  for  extrava- 
gant naval  and  military  expenditure. 
At  any  rate  he  congratulated  the 
ri^t  hoD.  Gentleman  on  having  emanci* 
pated  himself  from  the  gloomy,  heart- 
breaking visions  put  forward  at  Glasgow, 
CaidilE,  and  other  places  during  therecess. 
In  one  of  his  ablest  and  most  interesting 
speeches,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  in  1898  went 
baok  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
analysing  fh»  main  sources  of  revenue 
and  their  natural  growth,  and  showed 
that  while  the  natural  increment  of  those 
national  resources  amounted  to  from 
15  to  19  per  cent.,  the  increase  in  national 
expenditure  was  no  less  than  68  per  cent. 
He  was  inclined  to  place  more  reliance 
on  the  investigations  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  than  on  the  illimitable  visions 
of  the  growth  of  national  prosperity  put 
fOTward  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  present 
discussion  was  not  so  much  in  can- 
vassing the  comparatively  unimpor- 
tant details  of  the  various  expedients 
by  which  a  bad  national  balance  sheet  was 
made  to  look  like  a  good  one,  as  in 
analysing  the  motives  of  the  policy 
underlying  the  Budget  as  a  whole.  The 
essential  point  was  that  we  were  now  in 
the  second  year  of  peace,  but  were  farther 
of^han  ever  from  getting  either  expendi- 
ture or  revenue  placed  on  a  peace  footing. 
Last  year  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon,  who  would  not 
be  the  last  free  -  trade  conservative 
Chancellor  to  keep  up  the  traditions  of 
Peel  and  Northcote,  made  an  honest 
attempt  to  follow  the  example  set  after 
the  Crimean  War  by  alleviating  to  some 
extent  the  burdens  of  the  people.  Why 
was  all  hope  of  a  continuation  of  that 
policy  denied?  Why  was  increased 
taxation  imposed?  It  was  obviously 
because  of  the  deliberate  intention  of  the 
Government  to  continue  the  expansion 
of  naval  and  military  expenditure  on  an 
unexampled  scale.  Practical  schemes  of 
economy  and  retrenchment  had  been  put 
forward  in  this  House  and  in  The  Times 
newspaper,  but  the  (Government  had 
continued  in  their  policy  of  measureless 
extravagance.  Another  cause  was  that 
the  extravagant  and  illusory  dreams  of  the 
right  hon.  ^Gentleman  the   Member  for 


West  Birmingham  of  the  enormous  pros- 
perity to  be  developed  in  the  Transvaal 
had  been  exposed,  revealing  the  sordid 
reality  of  a  wrecked  and  ruined  South 
Africa,  where  Englishmen  had  no  future 
as  farmers  or  miners,  and  were  not  even 
welcomed  to  share  in  such  labour  as  was 
available.  There  had  also  been  the 
withdrawal>f  the  £30^000,000  solemnly 
promised  by  the  Johannesburg  ring  of 
financiers  towards  the  war  charges.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  he  was 
not  responsible  for  the  increase  of  ex- 
penditure and  he  confined  his  responsi- 
bility to  the  purchase  of  the  Chilian 
warships.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, however,  must  be  treated  not  as 
an  individual  but  as  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, because  in  accepting  office  he 
accepted  responsibility  for  the  policy  of 
the  Government.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  in  his  speeches  avowed  in  the 
most  unmbtakable  terms  his  approval  of 
this  policy  of  enormous  and  continuous 
expenditure  in  this  country. 

"^He  had  listened  with  some  surprise  to 
the  comments  applied  to  this  Budget  as 
a  free-trade  Budget,  but  he  thought  they 
were  light-hearted  and  somewhat  feather- 
headed  compliments  to  the  Government. 
This  Budget  was  a  protectionist  Budget 
both  in  spirit  and  intention,  because  the 
whole  policy  on  which  it  was  based  was 
to  move  towards  protection.  The  tactics 
were  the  same  as  the  protectionist  policy 
in  the  United  States  of  America.  This 
Budget  in  some  of  its  details  was  frankly 
protectionist — he  referred  more  particu- 
larly to  the  tobacco  duties.  The  Govern- 
ment had  increased  the  duties  on  im- 
ported cigars  and  cigarettes,  and  why  had 
they  not  placed  an  equivalent  Excise 
duty  on  cigars  and  cigarettes  manufac- 
tured in  this  country?  Such  a  duty 
ought  to  have  been  imposed  if  only 
upon  social  and  physiological  grounds, 
because  there  was  no  greater  evil  at 
the  present  time  than  the  growth  of 
the  habit  of  cigarette-smoking  amongst 
schoolboys  and  in  the  street  everywhere. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  have 
kept  in  mind  the  searching  and  sagacious 
words  of  Lord  Salisbury  in  which  he 
said — 

**  The  real  cause  of  the  increased  proteotiTe 
duties  is  the  establishmeot  of  those  gigantic 
military  forces  which  constitute  a  permanent 
drain  on  the  resources  of  industry,  a  permanent 
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dangw  to  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  which 
impose  upon  Goyemments  the  necessity  of 
finding  money  in  some  way  which  shall  not  too 
heavily  goad  the  interests  and  susceptibilities 
of  their  peoples." 

Some  interesting  questions  had  occupied 
the  public  mind  during  the  last  few 
months,  and  some  people  had  begun  to 
wonder  whether  there  really  was  the 
astuteness  and  strategy  behind  the 
proceedings  of  the  Tariff  Reform  Lea^e 
which  some  of  their  friends  claimed.  It 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  attributing  to 
them  a  very  high  degree  of  sagacity  or 
astuteness  if  he  thought  they  could  not 
be  so  simple  as  not  to  have  learned  a  few 
lessons  from  the  great  trusts  in  America. 
The  tactics  of  the  engineers  of  Protection 
in  America  had  always  been  to  make  it 
more  and  more  difficult  to  cut  down 
expenditure  and  to  make  it  more  and 
more  inevitable  that  expenditure  should 
expand  in  geometric  proportion.  And 
tlieir  second  string  was  to  make  the 
ordinary  orthodox  measures  of  taxation 
in  the  attempt  to  fill  the  ravening, 
insatiable  maw  of  new  demands  more  and 
more  odious  and  detestable,  so  that 
at  last  the  taxpayer  and  the  consumer 
might  be  deluded  into  giving  themselves 
over  to  those  who,  in  the  aspect  of 
friends,  said,  "  Give  ua  protective  duties 
and  all  your  burdens  will  disappear."  He 
regarded  the  whole  of  this  poUcy  of  a 
wanton  increase  of  expenditure  in  the 
second  year  of  peace  as  pointing  towards 
a  policy  of  protection  in  the  future. 
Some  people  had  been  declaring  that  a 
general  election  might  take  place  shortly, 
and  that  a  free-trade  Ministry  would 
come  into  power.  If  there  was  a  Liberal 
Ministry  in  power  he  would  take  no 
share  in  either  putting  or  keeping  them 
there  if  they  attempted  to  meet  this 
question  of  national  expenditure  in  .  a 
spirit  of  flabby  temporising  with  the 
great  issue  now  before  the  country. 
No  Liberal  Ministry  was  worth  putting 
into  power  which  would  not  fearlessly 
lay  the  axe  of  retrenchment  at  the  root 
of  this  upas  tree  of  wanton  expendi- 
ture which  was  dragging  the  country  to 
ruin  without  hesitation  and  fear  of 
temporary  unpopularity.  They  had  to 
show  the  fearless  courage  of  the  surgeon 
whe  went  right  to  the  root  of  the 
malady  and  did  not  shrink  from  any 
operation  which  he  considered  absolutely 
necessary. 

Mr,  Chaining, 


There  were  some  other  comments 
he  should  like  to  make  upon  this 
Budget  beyond  the  broad  issue  which 
he  had  challenged.  He  had  heard 
with  deep  regret  the  statemeut  of  the 
right  hon.  G^tleman  that  he  thought 
the  only  remedy  for  the  sufferings  of  the 
poorer  class  of  income-tax  payers  was  to 
wait  till  the  rate  of  the  income-tax  ooold 
be  reduced,  and  that  he  could  not  can- 
sider,  as  other  Chancellors  had  considered^ 
the  question  of  further  abatements  and 
exemptions.  During  a  portion  of  tius 
debate  he  had  heard  the  right  hon.  Genlie- 
man  the  Member  for  Croydon  say,  to  his 
^eat  surprise,  that  he  thought  the  indirect 
taxpayer  was  better  off  now  than  he  was 
before  the  war.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
the  history  of  Conservative  and  UnioniBt 
finance,  ever  since  the  Unionst  Party 
came  into  power,  had  been  a  record  of  tl^ 
progressive  transfer  of  burdens  from  die 
rich  to  the  poor  and  from  direct  to  indirect 
taxation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tiie 
Member  for  West  Bristol  talked  about 
''widening  the  basis  of  taxation," and  he 
did  not  forget  that  phrase  until  last  year 
when  the  com  duty  had  become  so  mi- 
popular  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
remove  it.  The  blot  on  last  year's 
Budget  was  that  the  relief  given  went  to 
direct  taxation  and  wholly  inadequate 
relief  was  given  to  indirect  taxation. 
He  would  only  say  now  that  he  was  quite 
ready  to  contend  and  demonstrate  that 
the  position  of  the  indirect  taxpayer  be- 
fore the  war  was  relatively  much  wcrse 
than  that  of  the  direct  taxpayer.  Assum- 
ing that  the  contention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Croydon  was 
true,  what  was  the  position  ?  The 
income-tax  payer  had  a  war  tax  of  7d. 
in  the  £.  To  find  the  results  of  the 
indirect  war  taxes  on  the  workers  he  had 
obtained  a  very  large  number  of  budgets 
from  families  in  his  own  Division 
by  the  help  of  co-operators  and  others, 
and  taking  seventy  of  those  budgets  he 
found  that  the  war  taxes  imposed  upon 
those  people  by  the  com  tax,  the  ext^a 
tea  duty,  and  the  sugar  duty  in  1902 
amounted  to  from  6Jd.  to  9d.  in  the  £. 
If  they  went  back  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
figures  in  the  returns  of  working  men's 
expenditure  in  1889,  they  would  find  tJiat 
the  burden  of  those  taxes  upon  the  family 
budgets  given  in  that  return  represented 
over  8d.  in  the  £.     The  great  blot  in  tile 
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Budget  of  last  year  was  that  while  id. 
was  taken  off  the  rich  man's  income-tax, 
the  wage  earner  was  relieved  only  of  his 
com  tax,  which  meant  from  about  Id.,  on 
the  artisan  with  30s.,  up  to  2^.  in  the  £  on 
the  poorest  agricultural  labourer.  Those 
were  figures  which  could  not  be  challenged, 
and  which  anybody  could  verify.  The  pre- 
sent Budget  placed  on  the  rich  Id.  on  the 
income-tax,  but  the  burdens  which  it 
added  to  the  poor  were  over  3d.  in  the  £. 
They  took  o£E  last  year,  practically,  four 
times  more  of  the  burdens  from  the  rich 
than  they  took  from  the  poor,  and  this  year 
they  placed  three  times  the  burden  on  the 
poor  that  they  placed  on  the  rich,  in 
order  to  meet  this  policy  of  extravagance. 
In  conclusion  he  wished  to  say  that  this 
policy  of  transferring  burdens  from  the 
rich  to  the  poor  and  from  direct  to  indirect 
taxation  was  the  motive  and  the  very 
essence  of  a  protectionist  policy.  A  very 
serious  responsibility  rested  upon  the 
present  Gk>vemment  tor  continuing  this 
vast  expenditure  in  time  of  peace  which 
had  brought  upon  them  so  many  addi- 
tional burdens.  This  policy  was  a 
discredit  to  the  Gk>vemment,  and  he  for 
one  unhesitatingly  declared  that  this 
poHcy  was  being  pursued  for  the  purpose 
of  those  who  favoured  protection  in  this 
rountry. 

*B4r.  J.  F.  HOPE  (Sheffield,  Brightside) 
said  he  noticed  that  there  was  an  assump- 
tion which  ran  through  all  the  speeches 
of  hon.  (Gentlemen  opposite  that  if  they 
had  u  deficiency  in  one  year  they  ought 
to  make  it  good  out  of  the  revenue  of 
the  next  year.  He  did  not  under- 
stand how  that  doctrine  was  to 
be  maintained.  It  was  quite  opposed 
to  the  practice  of  hon.  Members  in  their 
private  affairs.  He  was  rather  sur- 
prised at  the  moderation  of  hisj  right 
hon.  friend,  and  why  he  had  not  taken 
more  off  borrowed  money.  There  should 
not  be  very  much  objection  to  doing  that 
so  long  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took 
precautions  for  new  revenue,  or  for 
economy  in  the  future.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  done  both. 
He  fully  admitted  that  there  was 
every  need  for  vigilance,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  did  protest  against  the  unduly 
pessimistic  view  taken  of  the  financial 
position  of  the  country  by  some  hon. 
Members.      The    hon.    (Gentleman    the 


Member  for  Exeter  in  his  speech  two  days 
ago,  said  with  regard  to  our  credit  that 
it  was  worse  now  than  it  had  been  for 
twenty  years.  That  really  was  not  the 
fact.  Just  before  the  conversion  of 
Consols  in  1837  the  highest  point  they 
touched  was  103|.  They  were  then 
3  per  cents.  Having  been  converted 
to  2^  per  cents  the  equivalent  price  was 
about  eighty-six.  If  they  studied  the 
Funds  they  would  find  that  Consols  were 
higher  now,and  presumably  oar  credit  was 
better  than  it  had  been  at  any  time  up  to 
theconversionof  Consok  by  Lord  Goschen, 
He  was  rather  surprised  at  the  argument 
used  by  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Exeter  when  he  said  that  our  credit  was 
relatively  worse  than  that  of  foreign 
nations.  Some  hon.  Members  had  pointed 
with  apprehension  to  the  growth 
oi  the  general  prosperity  of  foreign 
nations,  which  had  come  about 
very  largely  at  our  expense,  but 
they  had  been  told  that  this  was  only 
natural  and  inevitable  and  that  we 
should  not  grudge  them  their  increased 
prosperity.  It  was  said  that  foreign 
countries  started  from  a  lower  level  and 
that  we  must  not  expect  to  maintain  our 
relative  superiority.  If  that  was  true  of 
trade  in  general  it  was  equally  true  of 
credit,  and  he  took  the  argument  as  one 
which  came  strangely  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Exeter,  who  held  such  ortho- 
dox views  on  the  question  of  fiscal  policy. 
He  thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem* 
for  Haddingtonshire  in  referring  to  our 
credit  made  some  very  misleading  com- 
parisons. It  could  not  be  denied  that 
Consols  had  fallen  from  114  in  1897  to 
86,  which  was  lately  their  price,  but 
surely  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man did  not  regard  the  price  of  Consols 
in  1897  as  in  any  way  normal.  He 
himself  would  say  that  it  was  not  desir* 
able  that  Consols  should  stand  at  such  a. 
price  as  in  1897.  Consols  at  such  a  price 
made  the  establishment  of  the  Siiudng 
Fund  absolutely  mischievous,  and  inter- 
fered greatly  with  the  working  of  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  causing  an 
actual  loss  on  the  worldng  of  that 
institution.  Then  when  they  talked  of 
the  credit  of  the  country  they  must  also 
look  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of 
trustees  and  beneficiaries.  Let  them 
take  the  case  of  a  man  who  made  his 
will  in  1870.     Suppose  he  died  and  his. 
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estate  had  to  be  realised  and  divided  in 
1897.  The  position  was  infinitely  worse 
of  those  who  had  to  invest  under  the 
new  conditions  than  the  testator  could 
possibly  have  imagined.  The  price  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  took  represented 
an  absolutely  abnormal  position  which 
never  occurred  before,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  was  ever  likely  to  occur  again. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  re- 
ferring to  the  great  growth  of  national 
income  and  expenditure  instanced  the 
year  1874.  Here,  again,  he  was  not 
making  a  fair  comparison,  because  un- 
doubtedly the  circumstances  in  that  year 
were  quite  abnormal,  and  could  not  be 
expected  to  recur.  The  great  statistician, 
Sir  Robert  Gi£Een,  maintained  that  that 
was  a  period  when  armaments  in  this  and 
other  countries  were  much  lighter  and 
when  trade  and  commerce  were  buoyant. 
It  was  not  a  true  comparison  to  compare 
our  present  position  with  the  very  unusual 
conditions  which  then  prevailed.  Sir 
Robert  OifEen  went  on  to  say — 

'*  Henoe,  it  follows  that  the  old  way  of  dis- 
casdon  about  national  expenditure  must  be 
4;haiiffed.  Having  been  plaoed  by  good  fortune 
outside  the  pale  <3  common  humanity  for  many 
jean,  we  have  now  come  inside  the  pale  and 
•can  no  longer  play  tricks  and  neglect  tne  Army 
And  Navy  if  wo  please.  The  question,  what 
Army  and  Navy  we  should  have,  must  be  dis> 
cuaied  on  its  merits,  and  other  branches  of 
<jOTemment  expenditure  in  a  like  manner. 
Yet  nothing  is  contrary  to  the  wajrs  and  habits 
•of  our  politicians;  The  recent  increase  of  ex- 
penditure is  submitted  to  with  an  acoompani- 
ment  of  groans,  merely  because  it  has  increased, 
«nd  without  any  reference  at  all  to  the  reasons 
for  it." 

In  another  letter,  written  two  years 
4igo,  he  expressed  the  conviction  that  it 
was  necessary  for  national  purposes  to 
spend,  roughly  speaking,  even  in  these 
times,  not  less  than  £40,000,000  for  the 
Army  and  Navy.  That  might  be  an 
extravagant  assumption,  but  Sir  Robert 
went  on  to  prove  that  even  that  ex- 
penditure would  not  be  greater  in  pro- 
portion than  our  expenditure  forty  years 
ago.  He  was  exceedingly  glad  that  the 
general  preaching  of  economy  of  which 
they  heard  so  much  two  days  ago  was 
not  repeated  to  the  same  degree  to  day. 
It  was  perfectly  useless  to  talk  about 
icconomy  unless  they  could  point  to  some 
items  on  which  they  could  make 
'economies.  He  listened  with  great  in- 
terest to  the  speech  of   the   right  hon. 

Mr.J.  F.Hope. 


Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University,  but  if  his  proposal  was  to 
come  about,  it  was  necessarily  bound  up 
with  compulsion  for  home  service,  and 
he  was  afraid  Cambridge  University  was 
one  of  the  few  constituencies  to  which  no 
Member  would  go  to  advocate  diat 
as  a  serious  part  of  his  political  pro- 
gramme. It  was  easy  to  quote  examples 
of  the  inconsistency  of  hon  Members. 
If  the  Shipowners'  Light  Due  Bill  which 
was  before  the  House  last  session  had  been 
passed  it  would  have  cost  the  country 
£500,000  per  annum.  He  did  not  find  on 
that  occasion  that  any  of  the  great 
exponents  of  economy  took  the  trouble 
to  come  and  vote  against  that  Bill. 
There  was  a  proposal  made  by  some  hon. 
Members  that  the  cost  of  training  colleges 
should  be  put  entirely  on  the  National 
Exchequer.  Except  in  the  one  concrete 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Cambridge  University, 
he  had  not  yet  found  any  statement 
of  what  they  could  safely  economise  upon. 
He  admitted  that  there  had  possibly 
been  undue  expenditure  on  the  military 
and  naval  services  from  the  fact  that 
the  exact  function  of  each  in  the  defence 
of  the  Empire  had  not  been  assigned, 
and  that  the  two  services  had  not  been 
properly  correlated.  That,  he  hoped, 
would  be  put  right  by  the  labours  of  the 
Committee  of  National  Defence,  and 
he  also  hoped,  as  a  result  of  these 
services  working  more  harmoniously 
together,  to  see  some  reduction  in  each 
without  any  loss  of  efficiency. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  the  naval 
works  and  the  military  works  which  were 
objected  to  as  obscuring  the  sim- 
plicity of  our  Budgets,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  said  that 
obviously  we  could  not  put  these  on  one 
year ;  and  one  reason  was  the  antiquated 
and  pedantic  system  of  surrender  of 
balances.  He  wished  that  that  system 
of  surrender  of  balances  could  be  done 
away  with  altogether,  and  then  we  should 
see  from  year  to  year  how  we  stood ;  and 
the  objections  taken  to  the  military  and 
naval  works  as  obscuring  the  Budget 
would  be  removed.  This  was  actually 
done  in  Germany.  He  confessed  he  did 
not  like  the  new  tea  duty.  He  had 
voted  for  it  with  the  greatest  reluctance, 
but  he  saw  that  in  the  present  situation 
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of  the  country  and  with  the  present  fiscal 
fljstem  there  was  no  help  for  it.  He 
regarded  this  tea  duty  as  the  rediActio 
cd  absurdum  of  the  present  fiscal  system. 
Here  was  an  article  of  practically  univer- 
sal consumption  and  we  taxed  it  100  per 
cent*  and  we  were  thought  by  financial 
purists  like  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  be  doing  nothing  wrong 
from  the  fiscal  point  of  view.  But  if  one 
took  some  other  article  which  was  made 
at  home  and  put  7^  per  cent,  on  it,  one 
was  denounced  as  a  fiscal  heretic.  He 
wished  the  income-tax  could  be  gradu- 
atod,  but  he  gathered  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  do  that,  because  we  must 
take  the  income  at  its  source.  But  if 
we  could  not  do  that,  he  thought  we 
might,  and  ought,  to  have  a  further 
graduation  in  the  death  duties.  He 
tiiought  they  ought  to  be  increased 
[MnnsTEBiAL  cries  of  ''  Oh,"  and  Opposi- 
tion cheers],  but  not  upon  realty.  He 
would  not  relieve  realty,  but  he  would 
graduate  the  death  duties  severely 
against  large  accumulations  of  personalty. 
It  might  be  that  in  practice  because  of 
evasions  we  could  not  do  this,  but  as 
a  matter  of  principle,  he  did  think  that 
the  millionaire  estate  got  oft  very  cheaply 
by  paying  8  per  cent. ;  and  that  a  larger 
sum  ought  to  be  surrendered  to  the 
State  in  return  for  the  protection  in 
which  that  millionaire  had  basked. 

There  was  another  source  of  taxation 
which  he  thought  undoubtedly  ought  to 
be  tappp-d.  It  would  be  a  very  easy 
thing,  without  hitting  the  consumer  or  in- 
creasing^ the  cost  of  the  necessities  of  life, 
to  raise  £8,000,000  or  £10,000,000  a  year 
by  very  low  duties  on  imported  goods 
coming  into  this  country,  and  he  was 
quite  sure  something  of  this  kind  must 
iollow,  because  the  means  of  raising 
revenue  under  the  present  system  was 
becoming  archaic.  As  to  the  income- 
tax,  he  did  not  believe  that  people  who 
had  got  over  £5,000  a  year  cared  much 
wheUier  it  was  9d.  or  a  shilling — [Cries 
of  "  Oh,  oh  " !]  But  undoubtedly  it  was 
a  very  hard  and  heavy  burden  upon 
small  taxpayers,  and  he  was  convinced 
we  could  not  make  it  press  much  more 
heavily  upon  them.  He  had  said  two 
years  ago  that  a  change  in  our  fiscal 
system  was  desirable  from  the  point  of 
view  of  trade  and  revenue,  and  that  the 
latter  point  should  come  first.    He  was 


of  the  same  opinion  to-day,  and  he 
hoped,  before  another  two  years  had 
passed,  to  see  a  larger  revenue  drawn 
from  foreign  services,  which  would  add 
greatly  to  the  wealth  and  strength  of 
the  country  and  would  impose  no  burden 
on  our  poorer  consumers. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Bamsley)  said  that  the  increase 
of  the  national  expenditure  last  year 
compared  to  the  previous  year  had  been 
computed  at  £9,000,00^,  and  now  it  was 
found  that  that  had  been  underestimated 
by  £3,000,000.  An  alarm'mg  financial 
condition  had  therefore  arissn.  The 
expenditure  for  the  next  finmcial  yea<* 
was  only  going  to  be  reduced  by 
£1,500,000.  In  a  time  of  peace  the 
normal  national  expenditure  was  to  be 
£10,500,000  mare  than  two  years  ago. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made 
light  of  the  burdens  which  were  seriously 
hindering  the  commercial  development 
of  the  country.  They  were  told  that 
we  were  bearing  these  burdens  without 
any  strain.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  forgotten  that  Consols — the 
premier  security  of  the  world — ^had  gone 
down  in  recent  years  from  112  to 
85.  That  showed  conclusively  that  the 
creation  of  £160,000,000  of  additional 
Consols  had  had  its  efEect  on  the 
market ;  and  that  the  financial  resources 
of  the  country  were  by  no  means  inex- 
haustible. Last  year  the  expanditure 
was  underestimated  by  £3,000,000 ;  and 
the  revenue  overestimated  by  £2,750,000. 
liast  year  he  ventured,  during  the 
debate  on  the  Budget,  to  express  the 
fear  that  the  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  been  much  too  sanguine 
in  his  estimates  of  revenue  from  Customs 
and  Excise ;  and  he  was  only  too  sorry 
that,  having  regard  to  that  time  and  the 
evidence  which  was  before  those  who 
were  engaged  in  commerce  that  we 
had  a  cycle  of  depression  before  us,  his 
prophesy  had  been  too  well-founded,  and 
that  the  revenue  was  £2,750,000  less 
than  the  estimate.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  very  properly  drawn 
attention  to  the  larg3  increase  of  ex- 
penditure and  outstanding  liabilities  in 
the  matter  of  local  indebtedness.  The 
Imperial  expenditure  during  the  next 
year,  including  grants  in  aid,  and  capital 
expenditure     for    military    and    naval 
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works,  was £164,000,000;  but  in  addition 
to  that  they  were  confronted  with 
£110,000,000  of  local  expenditure,  or  a 
gigantic  total  of  nearly  £275,000,000. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chainnan  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

INCOME-TAX. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Income-Tax  shall  be  charged  for 
the  year  beginning  the  6th  day  of  April, 
1904,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling." — (Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON,  continuing 
his  speech,  said  the  Imperial 
and  Local  expenditure  of  this 
country  had  risen  in  recent  years  to 
£275,(J00,0(X),  and  it  must  necessarily 
constitute  a  most  serious  strain  on  our 
financial  resources.  The  expenditure  for 
1903-4  amounted  to  nearly  £147,000,000. 
The  revenue,  in  spite  of  an  income-tax 
of  lid.  in  the  £  in  a  time  of  peace, 
in  spite  of  the  great  addition  that  had 
been  made  to  taxation  otherwise  by  the 
increased  taxation  on  sugar  and  tea, 
etc., — in  spite  of  all  the  increase  in  taxa- 
tion, there  was  a  deficit  in  that  year  of 
no  less  than  £5,500,000.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  appropriated  the 
repaid  temporary  Tausvaal  loan 
of  £3,000,000  and  £1,000,000  from 
the  unclaimed  dividends  which  re- 
duced the  deficit  to  £1,500,000;  but  they 
must  take  into  consideration  the  deficit 
of  that  year  iii  conjunction  with  the 
estimated  deficit  for  the  year  following, 
1904-5,  which  together  would  amount  to 
£9,200,000,  although  £4,000,000 had  been 
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provided  for;  that  left  a  balance  of 
£1 ,500,000  for  the  year  1903-4  unprovided 
for.  In  the  financial  statement,  which 
had  recently  been  issued,  the  Exchequer 
balances  on  the  31st  of  March,  1903,  were 
stated  to  be  £6,637,000,  but  they  had 
been  reduced  this  year  to  £4,264,000. 
He  would  point  out  that  they  would  have 
been  reduced  to  £2,264,000  but  for  the  fact 
of  the  temporary  borrowing  of  £2,000,000 
on  the  credit  of  ways  and  means.  Hie 
expenditure  for  the  year  1904-5  was 
estimated  at  £132,880,000,  while  the 
revenue  was  estimated  at  £129,060,000, 
leaving  a  deficit  of  £3,820,000. 

Whibt  they  had  had  a  most  interesting 
statement  from  the  right  hon.  Gkntleman 
on  the  question  of  direct  and  indirect 
taxation,  he  thought  some  further  de- 
fence was  needed  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
posed to  provide  for  this  deficit.  The 
Committee  could  not  forget  that  in  the 
year  1902  the  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  stated  that  the  fifteenth 
penny  was  added  to  the  income-tax  to 
balance  direct  and  indirect  taxation. 
Owing  to  the  extraordinary  financial 
needs  of  the  country  during  [the  coarse 
of  the  unfortunate  South  African  War, 
additional  taxation  to  an  enormous 
amoutt  was  imposed,  half  of  which  was 
direct  and  half  indirect  taxation. 
Last  year  out  of  £45,000,000  of 
additional  taxation,  £10,500,000  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  give  in  re- 
mission of  taxation^ when  instead  of  giving 
relief  of  taxation  on  the  same  basis  as  it 
had  been  imposed,  four-fifths  was 
given  for  the  relief  of  the  direct  tax* 
payers,  while  only  one-fifth  was  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  indirect  tax-payers 
by  the  abolition  of  the  com  tax.  The 
question  of  the  equitable  incidence  of 
taxation  was  a  most  complex  one^  but 
it  was  one  which  demanded,  more  than 
ever,  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
nation.  They  must  not  overlook,  in  the 
interest  of  Imperial  taxation,  the  incidence 
of  local  taxation.  Out  of  6s.  or  7s.  a  week 
that  a  working-man  paid  for  his  rooms,, 
one-third  went  for  rates.  If  the  mlin 
earned  30s.  a  week  all  the  year  round> 
10  per  cent,  went  for  local  rates.  He 
also  contributed  to  Imperial  taxation  in 
the  form    of  indirect    taxation  another 
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10  per  cent.,  making  his  contribution 
to  Imperial  and  local  taxation  20  percent. 
of  his  entire  income.  That  was  a  very 
heavy  burden.  He  had  paid  his  contri- 
bution towards  the  war  in  the  increased 
price  of  his  tea  and  his  sugar,  which  were 
essentially  war  taxes,  and  when  the  war 
was  over,  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  ought  to  have  resumed  its 
normal  condition.  The  working*man 
had  a  right  to  expect  tiiat  these 
war  taxes  would  be  remitted, instead  of 
which  he  had  to  face  a  Budget  show- 
ing an  additional  tax  of  2d.  in  the  lb. 
on  tea.  The  tobacco  tax  was  not 
called  into  question  on  the  Liberal  side 
of  the  House,  except  so  far  as  it  was  re* 
garded  as  a  protective  tax.  With  re- 
^KtA  to  the  tax  on  tea,  he  held  very 
strongly,  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
imposed,  inasmuch  as  only  one-fifth  of 
the  remission  of  taxation  last  year  was 
priven  to  the  indirect  taxpayers.  He 
hoped  that  the  additional  tax  upon  tea 
had  not  been  given  in  order  to  secure 
an  extra  amount  with  which  to  bargain 
in  the  future  in  any  matter  of  the  re- 
arrangement of  our  fiscal  system.  He 
personally  entirely  disbelieved  any 
insinuation  of  that  kind  which  might  be 
made  against  the  right  hon.  Qenueman, 
but  inasmuch  as  they  had  heard  of  pro- 
posals to  remit  taxation  on  tea  in 
exchange  for  the  imposition  of  taxation 
on  bread  and  meat,  it  naturally  occurred 
to  him  that  the  greater  the  tax  on  tea 
the  larger  would  be  the  amount  in  hand 
with  which  to  bargain  if  the  other  policy 
prevailed. 

Speaking  of  the  question  of  expenditure, 
and  the  urgent  necessity  that  existed  for 
retrenchment,  he  would  like  to  point  out 
that  the  total  expenditure  on  the  Army 
and  Navy  in  1891  was  £33,000,000,  for 
the  year  1904-5,  the  estimated  total  ex- 
penditure was  £66,000,000— double  the 
expenditure  of  1891.  It  had  swollen 
until  it  amounted  to  £1  12s.  per  head  of 
the  population  of  this  country.  That 
was  a  most  alarming  increase,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Conmiittee  to  examine 
closely  into  this  expenditure  and  consider 
whether  this  enormous  strain  should  be 
placed  on  the  resources  of  the  country, 
and  also  to  see  that  the  country  got 
value  for  its  money.  The  Estimates  for  I 
1904-5  for  the  Army  were  £29,000,000. ' 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  in  1902,  speaking  at 
Bristol,  said — 

"  The  money  we  spend  on  our  Army  might 
be  reduced  if  the  War  Office  laid  out  the 
money  it  got  to  the  best  possible  advantage » 
wbich  nobody  outside  the  War  Office  believes 
it  does." 

The  declarations  coming  from  a  Grentle* 
man  of  the  experience,  knowledge,  and 
standing  of  the  ridit  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  that  a  very  large 
reduction  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Army 
might  take  place  without  impairing  its 
efl&ciency  carried  great  weight.  The  Army 
Estimates  this  year  showed  a  reduction 
of  £5,000,000,  'the  Navy  Estimates  an 
increase  of  £2,400,000.  We  ought  not 
to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  experiences 
which  were  now  being  gained  in  the  Far 
East,  and  for  his  part  he  believed  it  was 
a  huge  mistake  to  spend  millions ,  of 
money  on  enormous  battleships  when 
the  experience  of  the  present  war  showed 
that  by  a  skilfully  laid  mine  or  torpedo 
— or  perhaps  in  the  not  distant  future 
a  submarine— a  battleship  could  be  sent 
to  the  bottom  in  five  minutes  with  all 
its  crew.  He  asked,  would  it  not  be 
better  rather  than  spend  this  enormous 
amount  on  hug(B  battleships  to  be  content 
with  sijialler  vessels  with  heavy  guns  and 
heavily  armoured  which  we  could  pro* 
duce  more  quickly  at  a  very  much  lees 
cost.  Every  man  in  this  House  was 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  retaining 
the  command  of  the  sea,  but  the  ex- 
perience of  the  war  in  the  Far  East 
seemed  to  him  to  indicate  that  we  were 
at  the  present  moment  proceeding  on 
unnecessarily  expensive  lines,  and  that  a 
more  effective  defence  would  be  provided 
in  the  way  in  which  he  indicated  at  a 
very  much  less  cost  to  the  taxpayers* 
The  enormous  expenditure  of  £66,000,000 
for  the  Army  and  Navy  was,  he  pointed 
out,  for  the  defence  of  the  British  Empire. 
Outside  the  United  Kingdom,  what  con- 
tribution was  made  by  the  other  parts  of 
the  Empire  ?  The  5,000,000  of  population 
of  Canada  enjoyed  all  the  benefit  of  this 
huge  expenditure,  and  it  contributed 
nothing  towards  it.  Some  steps  should 
be  taken  by  the  Government  to  come  to 
some  equitable  arrangement,  not  only 
with  Canada,  but  with  the  other  self- 
governing  Colonies,  so  that  we  might 
obtain  from  them — in   the   net  remote 
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futuie — some  reasonable  contribution  to 
the  enormous  cost  of  Imperial  Defence. 
Of  the  contribution  of  the  Transvaal  of 
£30,000,000  towards  the  cost  of  the  war, 
the  first  instalment  of  £10,000,000  was  con- 
siderably in  arrear,  and  the  Committee  was 
entitled  to  some  inf ormati<m  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  that  contribution  of  South  Africa. 
He  did  not  believe  for  a  moment  that 
the  Transvaal  could  not  find  this  money, 
having  regard  to  the  price  of  the  shares  j 
of  some  of  the  mines,  which  were  many 
times  their  face  value,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  immense  fortunes  which 
had  been  made  out  there  in  connection 
with  transport  during  the  war.  He 
had  never  been  able  to  understand 
why  Natal  and  Cape  Colony  should  not 
also  have  contributed  to  the  cost  of  the 
war,  which  was  undertaken,  in  fact,  to 
repel  the  invasion  by  the  Boers  of  those 
colonies.  He  certainly  thought  they 
should  contribute  a  reasonable  portion 
of  the  cost 

With  regard  to  our  National  Debt 
we  had  not  only  now  to  consider 
the  question  of  our  Imperial  debt,  but 
also  our  local  debt.  Our  indebtedness 
to-day  on  Imperial  account  amounted  to 
£794,500,000,  and  upon  local  account 
to  £412,000,000.  £35,000,000  went  to 
South  Africa,  and  our  responsibilities  in 
connection  with  Irish  land  might  amount 
to  £100,000,000.  These  items  totalled  up 
brought  our  national  responsibilities  to 
no  less  than  £1,350,000,000.  A  figure 
perfectly  appallhig.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  well  advised  to 
draw  attention  to  the  question  of  local 
expenditure,  but  he  would  point  out 
that  local  expenditure  was  largely  repro- 
ductive. Local  expenditure  amounted 
to  £412,000,000,  and,  as  he  had  said,  that 
was  largely  reproductive.  Let  them  com- 
pare that  with  the  £230,000,000  wasted 
on  the  South  African  War.  There  was 
expenditure  it  was  worth  while  to  make, 
and  there  was  expenditure  that  was  only 
waste  and  folly.  It  was  the  unnecessary 
expenditure  which  the  Committee  had  to 
restrict  within  the  smallest  possible 
limits.  It  was  high  time  that  we  had  a 
national  balance-sheet  showing  the 
national  assets  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
national  responsibilities  on  the  other, 
both  .  Imperial  and  local.  He  saw 
with  regret  that  the  Select  Committee 
for     inquiring    into    the     question    of 
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the  income-tax,  which  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Croydon,  when  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  promised  to  appoint, 
was  now  to  be  replaced  by  a  Depart- 
mental Committee,  whose  decision  would 
not  command  the  same  weight.  He, 
however,  thought  there  ought  to  be 
referred  to  that  Committee  the  questions 
of  the  rearrangement  of  the  whole 
machinery  and  management  of  the  col- 
lection and  administration  of  this  tax 
and  of  the  method  of  assessment.  The 
present  mode  of  assessment  was  abso- 
lutely antiquated.  Some  method  should 
be  adopted  which  should  be  of  universal 
application,  and  there  should  also  be  a 
readier  means  of  obtaining  back  money 
which  had  been  paid  in  exoess.  He 
regretted  there  had  been  no  announce- 
ment of  the  abolition  of  the  coal  tax. 
That  was  a  question  that  could  be  raised 
on  the  Finance  Bill.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  include  other 
Important  branches  of  the  subject  in  thts 
departmental  inquiry,  not  excluding  a 
graduated  system  of  income-tax.  v** 

♦Mr.  SEYMOUR   ORMSBT  -  GORE 

(Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough)  congratu- 
lated the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  he  had  seen  his  way  to  tread  in  the 
ordinary  path  of  finance,  and  that  he  had 
not  strayed  in  the  more  devious  paths 
which  had  been  indicated  by  the  late 
autumn  campaign.  He  was  glad  he 
had  omitted,  in  introducing  the  new 
taxes,  a  tax  on  sugar.  They  had  been 
told  that  owing  to  the  stocks  of  sugar  in 
hand  the  price  had  not  been  hitherto 
very  much  raised,  but  when  the  stocks 
were  exhausted  he  felt  perfectly  certain 
that  the  cost  of  sugar  in  this  country 
would  be  raised,  at  a  cost  to  the  people 
of  this  country  every  year  of  at  least 
£12,000,000  to  £15,000,000.  Referring 
to  the  observation  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Brightside  Division  of  Sheffield  that 
he  would  not  object  to  seeing  the  death 
duties  on  personalty  raised,  he  looked 
upon  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  person- 
alty more  seriously  than  upon  an  in- 
crease of  the  duty  on  realty,  because  it 
would  mean  that  the  doctor,  struggling 
all  his  life  to  provide  for  his  family,  and 
the  lawyer,  would  have  their  hard-earned 
savings  taxed,  while  the  drone  who  lived 
in  the  mansion  close  by,  and  had  never 
done  a  hard  day's  work  in  his  life,  would 
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look  forward  to  seeinghis  property  go  down 
intact  or  without  any  increased  duty. 
The  least  objectionable  of  the  new  taxes 
was  the  income-tax,  but,  nevertheless,  a 
high  income*tax,  among  other  drawbacks, 
automatically  reduced  the  stamp  duty, 
because  it  narrowed  the  spending  capa- 
city of  the  community  and  contracted 
capital  'which  had  been  taken  towards 
self-reproduction.  Mr.  Gladstone,  speak- 
ing  of  the  income-tax  in  1859  and  with 
regard  to  indirect  taxation,  said — 

*'  I  am  deeply  convinced  that  the  facility 
of  recnrring  to  and  maintaining  income-tax  has 
been  the  sooroe  of  that  extravagance  in  govern- 
ment which  dates  from  the  Russian  War." 

That  was  the  year  Mr.  S  Gladstone 
had  prophesied  the  termination  of 
the  income  -  tax ;  it  was  then  4d. 
higher  than  it  was  in  1853.  We  were  at  a 
similar  lapse  after  the  Boer  war,  and  the 
income- tax  was  no  higher  now  in  pro- 
portion from  what  it  was  in  1859,  and 
from  what  it  was  in  1855,  in  the  ratio 
between  before  the  late  war  and  the 
present  time. 

With  regard  to  the  national  credit 
and  the  National  Debt,  Lord  Goschen, 
when  he  propounded  his  scheme 
for  the  conversion  of  the  National 
Debt,  certainly  achieved  a  great 
success  for  a  great  many  years, 
but  he  doubted  whether  he  achieved 
much  for  the  national  credit.  Our 
borrowing  powers  were  not  the  same  as 
those  which  we  had  before  the  con- 
version. For  while  the  ostensible  rate 
at  which  we  could  borrow  was  2}  per 
cent.,  that  was  not  the  actual  rate, 
because  there  were  compulsory  powers 
exeroised  on  certain  people  who  had  to 
buy  Consols  and  could  invest  in  no  other 
security,  and  therefore  that  could  not 
be  looked  upon  as  the  actual  standard  of 
our  national  credit.  The  flotation  of  the 
late  Irish  loan  yielded  £3  3s.  per 
cent.,  and  the  Transvaal  loan  £S  2s. 
per  cent.,  and  the  actual  credit  of  the 
nation  was  not  exactly  what  it  was  in 
Lord  Goschen's  time. 

.  The  long  and  short  of  it  was  that  the 
sweet  simplicity  of  the  three  per  cents. 
had  been  exchanged  for  the  vicarious 
irregularity  of  the  two  and  a^halves. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Waterford  told  them  the 
other    day  that   the  total  contribution 


by  Ireland  would  be  about  £400,000, 
and  out  of  that  sum  £300,000  would 
represent  the  tea  duty.  That  would 
leave  only  £100,000  for  the  income-tax 
and  the  increase  of  the  tobacco  duty* 
Those  figures  showed  that  the  income 
of  Ireland,  according  to  its  taxable 
capacity,  was  a  very  small  one,  and  it 
appeared  as  if  that  income  would  further 
decrease  if  the  Land  Act  worked  as  well 
as  they  hoped  it  would  work.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  not 
look  in  the  future  for  a  great  revenue 
from  the  income-tax  in  Ireland.  He 
(Mr.  Ormsby-Gore)  had  never  been  able 
to  ignore  the  fact  that  the  financial 
relations  between  England  and  Ireland 
were  very  unsatisfactory.  The  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  by  a  large 
majority  set  forth  that  one-twentieth 
was  the  most  Ireland  could  be  expected 
to  contribute  to  the  Imperial  revenue* 
At  the  present  time  taxes  were  levied 
in  Ireland  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
manner.  Ireland  obtained  remissiona 
in  the  dog  tax,  the  carriage  tax,  the 
inhabited  house  duty,  and  armorial  bear* 
ings.  He  would  like  to  see  a  level  struck 
in  these  four  duties  between  England  and 
Ireland  and  have  Ireland  taxed  precisely 
the  same  as  England.  Probably  the 
only  tax  that  woi^  weigh  heavily  in  the 
event  of  such  a  change  would  be  the  dog 
tax,  and,  having  regard  to  the  horde  of 
straggling  curs  that  were  usually  to  be 
found  in  Irish  villages,  an  increase  in  the 
tax  must  prove  very  beneficial  by  clear- 
ing ofE  some  of  those  pests.  He  hoped 
no  hardship  would  be  inflicted  on  Ireland 
by  this  moderate  Budget. 

*  Mr.  STUART  SAMUEL  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Whitechapel)  congratulated  the  hon. 
Member  for  preferring  a  rise  in  the 
income  •  tax  to  one  in  the  price  of  tea,  as 
those  opinions  were  very  seldom  expressed 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  It  was  some* 
what  significant  of  the  manner  in  which 
finance  was  regarded  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  been  the  recipient 
of  so  many  congratulations  because  he 
had  not  touched  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Those  congratulations  reminded  him 
of  the  young  lady  who  was  commended 
for  being  unaffected.  But  young  ladies 
had  no  business  to  be  affected  nor  had  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  any 
business  to    touch  the  Sinking    Fund; 
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that    was    an    operation    that    alwajra 
tended  to  lower  this  country's  credit  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world.    He  was  sorry  not 
to  hear  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezchequer ; 
make  some  reference  to  economy.    They 
iilways  regarded  the  holder  of  that  high 
office  as  a  kind    of   watchdog  and    a  , 
guardian  of  the  public  purse,  but  he  had  i 
Bought    in    vain  for    any  reference    to  j 
economy  in  the  right  hon.  Oentleman's 
•speeches.     They    heard    a    great    deal 
about     widening    the     basis     of     tax- 
ation,   but     very     little     about     nar 
rowing    the    scale  of   expenditure,  and 
lie  certainly  should  have   expected  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  to  have  given  them 
•some  hope  or  suggestion  that  he  would 
be  in  favour   of  reducing   the 
gigantic  expenditure.     In  these  days  it 
was    only  from    ex-Chancellors   of    tiie 
Exchequer  that    they  could  expect  to 
hear  words  of  caution  and  advice  with 
regard    to    the    necessity   for  reducing 
•expenditure.     It  was  a  remarkable  thing 
:that  no  sooner  did  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  quit  office  than  he  became 
actuated  by  a  desire  for   economy,  and 
it  was  more  disappointing  to  find  a  new 
Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  assuming 
office  in  times  of  enormous  expenditure 
without  expressing  himself  in  favour  of 
reducing  it.     Reference  had  been  mac'e 
i»  the  low  price  of  Consols.    No  doubt 
the  price  of  our    premier  security  was 
unduly  low,  but  that  was  due  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government  during  recent 
years  in  admitting  a  large  number    of 
colonial    and  other  stocks  to    compete 
with  Consols  as    securities,     in     which 
trustees  are  allowed  co  invest  the  funds 
-entrustei  to  them.     He   would    suggest 
that  the  Government  should  modify  their 
policy  in  that  respect,   and    also  that 
relating  to  the     borrowing    powers    of 
Corporations  of    towns    having    under 
100,000  inhabitants.     The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  given  them  some  very 
interesting  figures  concerning  the  pros- 
p3rity  of  the    country.      If  these  were 
evidences  that  the  country  was  b;eeding 
to  death  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  any 
interruption  of  the  process.    It  appeared 
to  his  mind  that   what  the  Government 
had  to  beware  of  at  the  present  time  was 
interfering  with  that  prosperity  by  im- 
posing undue  taxation.     He  alluded  more 


fere  with  the  demand  for  that  article  and, 
speaking  as  representative  of  a  working 
class  constituency  which  was]  somewhat 
well  known  for  its  sobriety,  he  was  afraid 
this  increase  would  prove  a  great  hard- 
ship. He  sincerely  hoped  that  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  came  to 
consider  the  matter  again  he  would  raise 
the  income-tax  rather  than  impose 
further  duties  on  the  food  of  the  poor. 


♦Mr.  henry  HOBHOUSE  (Somenet- 
shire,  E.)  said  he  quite  admitted  that  upon 
the  present  occasion  they  had  not  heard 
very  much  in  favour  of  economy,  and  that 
instead  they  had  been  favoured  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  rosy  views 
present  concerning  the  prosperity  and  wealth  of 
the  country.  He  desired  to  give  one  or 
two  reasons  why  he  was  an  earnest 
supporter  of  the  present  Budget.  He 
regarded  it  as  an  honest  Budget,  a  free- 
trade  Budget,  and  a  Budget  calculated 
to  bring  home  to  the  mind  of  every  tax- 
payer the  necessity  for  economy  in  the 
expenditure  on  the  Army  and  Navy. 
The  heavy  income-tax  and  the  taxes 
on  tobacco  and  tea  might  not  be 
acceptable  to  the  general  public,  but 
he  thought  that  if  any  combination  would 
prove  effective  in  persuading  electors 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  country  must 
be  reduced,  it  was  this  combination.  If 
they  desired  to  enforce  economy,  this 
was  the  time  for  them  to  point  a 
moral  and  adorn  a  tale.  He  regretted 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  not  followed  the  example  of 
his  predecessors  in  commenting  severely 
on  the  size  of  the  expenditure,  because 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  it 
waa  to  the'  Chancellor  of  the  Excnequer 
they  looked  for  such  advice  and  admoni- 
tions. They  all  knew  how  perfectly 
helpless  were  the  private  Members  of 
that  House  to  secure  economy  of  expendi- 
ture. It  was  true  that  private  Members 
had  some  power  of  increasing  the 
ESsti  mates,  but  when  it  came  to 
criticising  the  Estimates,  they  were  very 
much  at  the  mercy  of  Ministers.  No 
Estimates  could  be  criticised  by  hon. 
Members  properly,  unless  they  had  far 
more  information  placed  at  their  disposal 
than  could  be  given  in  the  course  of  a 
particularly  to  the  increased  tax  on  tea,  j  debate.  They  ought  to  be  given  a 
.as»  to  his  mind,  that  would  greatly  inter-  previous  opportunity  of  examinin>( 
Mr,  Stuart  Samuel 
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officials  as  to  the  details  of  the  Esti- 
mates, which  they  were  called  upon 
to  discuss  and  approve.  It  was  for 
that  reason  that  he  much  regretted  that 
the  practical  proposals  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  National  Expenditure  were  in 
danger  of  being  set  aside.  However 
wealthy  and  prosperous  the  country 
might  be,  the  increase  of  the  aggregate 
expenditure  shown  during  the  last  ten 
years  was  most  serious.  He  would  not 
say  anything  about  the  war  expenditure, 
but  apart  bom  that  the  rise  in  the 
ordinary  expenditure  had  been  so  enor-, 
moos  that  no  country  could  permanently 
«tand  it,  and  no  method  of  reducing  that 
expenditure  to  reasonable  bounds  ought  to 
be  neglected.  He  feared  nothing  would  be 
•done  in  that  direction  without  more  motive 
power  from  outside,  and  for  that  reason  he 
welcomed  the  present  Budget.  A  heavy 
income-tax  alone  was  not  sufficient  to 
move  public  opinion  in  the  direction  of 
economy.  The  Opposition  condemned 
the  increase  of  indureot  t&xation,  but  if 
they  desired  to  strengthen  public  opinion 
among  the  masses  in  favour  of  economy 
they  ought  not  to  oppose  such  an  addi 
tion  to  indirect  taxation  as  was  needed 
to  produce  an  honest  Budget.  This 
Budget  was  an  honest  one.  It  showed 
how  burdensome  our  expenditure  was, 
not  only  to  the  middle  classes,  but  to  the 
'working  classes,  and  it  ought  to  have  the 
support  of  those  who  desired  to  see 
-expenditure  kept  within  reasonable 
bounds. 

Mb.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  said  he  quite  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  that  more  motive  power  was 
xequired  from  the  constituencies,  but  if 
that  power  were  supplied  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  and  many  of  his  friends  would 
probably  be  removed  from  the  House, 
because  the  unfortunate  position  in 
which  the  country  now  found  itself  was 
entirely  due  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all 
the  Members  on  the  other  side,  and  many 
of  those  on  his  own  side  of  the  House, 
•committed  the  nation  to  an  unjust, 
.unnecessary,  and  extravagant  war,  of 
which  the  results  were  now  being  reaped. 
Expenditure  depended  upon  policy,  and  a 
litue  cheese-paring  here  and  there  in  the 
Estimates  was  useless  as  a  means  for 
replacing  the  country  in  the  position  it 
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formerly  occupied.  What  was  required 
was  a  return  to  the  traditional  policy  of 
the  Liberal  Party ;  there  would  then  be 
no  ground  for  the  constant  cries  for 
economy.  The  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  with  reference  to  the 
extension  of  trustee  securities  to  the 
loans  of  local  authorities  appeared  to 
be  Dased  on  an  erroneous  view  of  the 
duties  of  the  State  and  of  trustees. 
The  investments  of  trustees'  ought  to 
be  governed,  not  by  the  interests  of  the 
State,  but  solely  by  the  question  of  the 
security  of  the  trust.  Trust  funds  usually 
belonged  to  widows  and  orphans,  and  to 
prevent  their  being  invested  in  lucrative 
securities  in  order  that  the  price  of 
Consols  might  be  kept  up  was  altogether 
unreasonable.  Some  further  defence  was 
required  of  the  methods  adopted  b^  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  dealing 
with  the  deficit.  The  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man had  urged  that  the  Transvaal  Loan 
should  not  be  taken  into  account  at  all. 
It  was  true  that  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  deficit,  but  it  had  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  the  methods  adopted  for 
dealing  with  that  deficit.  Nobody  would 
deny  that  it  was  a  bad  and  vicious 
system  to  borrow  money  in  times  of 
peace  to  pay  current  expenditure,  but 
that  was  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  reaUy  doing.  This  money 
was  first  of  all  borrowed  from  the  public, 
it  found  its  way  into  the  balances,  it 
was  loaned  to  the  Transvaal,  when 
repaid  it  was  returned  to  the  balances, 
and  then,  instead  of  going  buck  to  the 
pockets  of  the  public,  it  was  used  for 
current  expenditure.  The  defence  of  the 
use  of  the  £2,288,000  from  the  balances 
was  equally  objectionable.  That  money 
was  borrowed  for  the  South  African  War, 
and  if  it  was  not  used  for  that  war  it 
ought  to  have  been  returned  to  the 
lenders.  There  was  no  justification  for 
using  it  in  operations  against  the  Mullah 
or  the  Dalai  Lama  without  the  consent 
of  those  from  whom  it  was  borrowed. 
The  meaning  of  these  expedients  was 
really  that  in  time  of  peace,  two  years 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
borrowed  £5,000,000  for  the  purposes 
of  current  expenditure. 

The    present    debate    had    been    re- 
markable   in    two    or    three    respects. 
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The  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had    committed    himself    to    the    view 
that  there  ought    to    be  a   graduation 
of  the  income-tax.      That  was   a   most 
significant  and    hopeful    sign    for    the 
future.     The  hon.   Member  for  King's 
Lynn  had  held   graduation   to  be  im- 
possible.     It  was  doubtless  difficult,  but 
there  was  considerable  difference  between 
a  difficulty  and  an  impossibility.      As  to 
deducting  the  tax  from  dividends  before 
they  were  paid  to  investors,  the  practice 
would  doubtless  be  to  deduct  the  highest 
limit,  leaving  it  to  the  investor  to  claim ' 
a  return  of  the  overcharge  on  the  pro- 
duction of  the  necessary  vouchers,  just  as 
was  done   in   the   case  of   the   present 
abatements.    The  system  wculd  probably 
be  a  little  complex  and  difficult,  but  the 
complexity  and  difficulty  would  not  fall 
on  the  Legislature  or  the  revenue  authori- 
ties, and  it  was  no  argument  against  the 
adoption  of  the  proposal.    As  to  the  con- 
tention that  the  principle  of  graduation 
was    indiiectly    applied    in    the   death 
duties,  that  might  have  been  in  the  minds 
of  certain  Members  when  the  scheme  was 
put  forward,  but  the  present  Committee 
were  by  no  means  bound  by  such  a  con- 
sideration ;  they  had  to  judge  of  matters 
on  their  own  merits  in  the  light  of  the 
present  day.    If  the  principle  of  gradua- 
tion   which  was    formerly  regarded  as 
revolutionary  did  not  now  frighten  even 
a    Conservative    ex-Chancellor    of     the 
Exchequer  why  should  it  not  be  extended 
to  the  income-tax?     In  the  matter  of 
the  other  duties,  it  was  recognised  that 
they   were   war    duties,  and    that    the 
industries     concerned    would    have     a 
right  to  expect  their   removal    in  time 
of  peace.      The  only   question  was  as 
to  which  class  of  taxpayer  had  the  prior 
claim  to  consideration.      The  tea  and 
sugar  duties,  if  they  had  not  an  equal 
claim  with  the  income-tax  to  reduction, 
at  any  rate  had  a  right  to  expect  that 
in  time  of  war  they  would  not  be  increased, 
and  if  the  income-tax,  which  stood  at 
Is.  3d.  dunng  the  war,  was  now  to  be 
reduced  to    Is.,   on    what   principle  of 
justice  could  the  tea  duty,  which  stood 
at  6d.  during  the  war,  be  justified  now 
at8d.? 

He  congratulated  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  on  the  earlier  portion 
of  his  speech  that  afternoon.  It  was  a 
sound,  cogent,  and  effective  free-trade 

Mr,  Bryn  Rcbeiia. 


argument.  It  was  not  so  intended,  but 
it  was  all  the  stronger  on  that  account. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  "pointed 
out  that,  although  expenditure  had 
almost  doubled  since  the  "  sixties,"  yet  so 
great  had  been  the  free-trade  benefits 
enjoyed  by  the  country  that  the  national 
income  had  actually  increased  in  greats 
ratio.  That  was  as  strong  a  free-trade 
argument  as  could  be  adduced.  But  it 
was  not  an  equally  strong  argument  for 
expenditure.  The  increase  in  income 
had  been  gradual  and  progressive  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  period,  whereas  the 
increase  in  expenditure  was  confined 
practically  to  the  last  ten  years.  It  did 
not  necessarily  follow  that  a  man, 
because  his  income  had  increased,  t>u^t 
to  spend  more  money.  The  more  money 
a  man  made  the  more  he  ought  to  put  by 
for  the  benefit  of  those  dependent  upon 
him.  It  was  the  same  with  the  nation. 
Very  little  was  heard  nowadays  about 
leaving  money  "to  fructify  in  the 
pockets  of  the  taxpayers."  There  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  continuation  of 
the  policy  which  held  the  field  up 
to  1893.  It  was  because  we  had  de- 
parted from  the  policy  of  non-inter- 
ference with  other  countries,  of  minding 
our  own  business,  and  keeping  our  fingers 
from  picking  and  stealing  the  territories 
of  other  nations,  that  we  were  in  our 
present  deplorable  condition.  Nobody 
could  contend  that  the  country  was  in  a 
safer  position  than  ten  years  age,  not- 
withstanding the  lavish  expenditure  which 
had  been  incurred.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  position  was  more  precarious  Iban 
before,  because  the  confidence  of  the 
world  at  large  in  the  honour,  integrity, 
and  justice  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
shaken,  with  the  result  that  other  nations 
felt  bound  to  take  measures  to  protect 
themselves  against  us. 

♦Mr.  martin  (Worcestershire, 
I  Droitwich)  expressed  the  belief  that  if 
Mr.  Goschen,  when  he  bad  plenty  of 
money  in  hand,  and  the  credit  of  the 
country  was  rising,  instead  of  reducing 
the  interest  on  the  National  Debt  from 
3  per  cent,  to  2^  per  cent.,  had  increased 
the  interest  to  4  per  cent.,  he  would  have 
done  more  to  benefit  future  generations 
than  was  now  the  case.  The  duration  of 
the  loans  would  have  been  reduced  to 
such  an  extent  that  a  serious  diminution 
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in  the  amount  would  now  be  apparent. 
Instead  of  having  a  perpetual  2^  per 
cent,  annuifcy,  we]*should  have  had  an 
annuity  limited  in  its  duration,  and  the 
National  Debt  would  have  been  reduced 
by  possibly  £200,000,000  or  £300,000,000. 
A  further  obvious  advantage  was  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  would  have  been  removed 
from  the  possibility  of  all  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. He  hoped  the  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer  in  future  years,  when  they 
had  more  propitious  Budgets  to  unfold 
and  more  money  in  hand,  would  bear  these 
points  in  mind,  and  endeavour  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  these  perpetual  annuities. 
It  was  ridiculous  that  the  people  of  the 
twentiethcentury  shouldbe  paying  interest 
on  loans  incurred  for  wars  and  other 
events  of  200  years  ago.  There  ought 
surely  to  be  some  limit  on  the  burdens 
placed  on  posterity,  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  bear  in  mind 
the  suggestions  he  had  made. 


liAJOR  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  said  he 
thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
deserved  great  credit  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  placed  his  proposals  before 
the  House.  He  thought  there  was  one 
item  which  might  have  been  avoided,  and 
that  was  the  additional  tax  upon  tea. 
Taxation  upon  tea  must  always  come 
home  very  heavily  to  the  working  classes, 
and  more  particularly  to  the  poor  peasants 
in  Ireland.  The  way  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  levy  the 
tobacco  duties,  so  as  to  enable  the  work- 
men in  this  country  to  be  able  to  compete 
with  the  workmen  in  foreign  countries, 
vros  a  good  proposal.  He  wished  to  point 
out  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  method 
of  taxation  which  would  have  taken  the 
bitter  sting  out  of  the  tax  upon  tea.  He 
very  much  regretted  that  the  shilling  duty 
upon  com  had  not  been  reimposed. 
Whether  this  was  owing  to  the  fact 
tliat  the  Government  were  afraid  of  the 
f  aJse  cries  raised  against  the  re- imposition 
of  the  duty  on  com  he  did  not  know,  but 
be  defied  anybody  to  show  that  bread 
'WBB  not  cheaper  with  the  shilling  duty  on 
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corn  than  it  was  to<Kiay.  They  had  tried 
this  shilling  duty  on  com,  and  it  had  not 
made  the  slightest  difierence  in  the  price 
of  bread.  The  Government  ought  to 
have  had  pluck  enough  to  have  put 
on  that  shilling  duty  again.  Another  sug- 
gestion he  had  to  make  was  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  tax  over  and  above  the  4d.  that 
now  stood  on  Grerman  and  other  foreign 
spirits.  He  could  not  but  wish  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  do  with  a 
little  less  duty  on  tea  and  make  up  the 
sum  by  taxing  the  German  solution  of 
wood-shavings,  sawdust,  and  sulphuric 
acid  which  was  imported  into  this  country. 
This  stuff  was  supposed  to  be  made 
into  methylated  spirits,  but  large 
quantities  of  it  were  made  up  either 
as  Scotch  or  Irish  whisky,  which 
the  unfortunate  people  drank.  In 
this  matter  he  was  pleading  the  cause 
of  the  poorest  people  in  a  very  poor 
country.  He  hoped  the  Chancellor  ol 
the  Exchequer  would  give  more  con- 
sideration to  what  he  had  said  about  the 
great  burden  he  was  putting  upon  the 
Irish  peasantry  by  this  increase  in  the 
taxation  upon  tea.  He  wished  the  Com- 
mittee to  remember  that  75  per  cent,  of 
the  taxation  of  Ireland  was  indirect 
taxation  and  came  out  of  the  pockets  and 
the  stomachs  of  the  people,  and  no  taxa- 
tion which  was  raised  in  that  way  could 
be  considered  satisfactory.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  shown  that  as  far  as 
he  dared  he  would  protect  the  working- 
men,  and  he  congratulated  him.  He 
beUeved  the  greater  part  of  the  House 
shared  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
opinions  on  the  fiscal  question.  An  enor- 
mous change  of  opinion  had  come  over 
the  country  in  the  last  six  months.  A 
few  years  ago  if  anyone  had  dared  to  say 
a  word  against  free  imports  the  roof 
would  have  been  t'iken  off  his  head  in  five 
minutes^  yet  now  surprise  was  affected 
because  the  country  had  not  been  carried 
by  storm  in  six  months.  He  hoped  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  do 
something  to  stop  this  nefarious  trade  in 
spirits,  which  was  so  detrimental  to  the 
agriculturists  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland* 
2  I 
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If  Me.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  has,  as  it  weie, 
invited  me  to  follow  him  on  to  some 
very  controversial  ground,  and,  like 
some  other  hon.  Oentlemen,  has  been 
anxious,  I  think,  to  tempt  me  away  from 
the  Budget  to  the  discussion  of  ques- 
tions not  now  before  the  House.  I  have 
laid  before  the  House  proposals  which 
are  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  estab- 
lished fiscal  system  in  this  country.  I 
have  not  concealed  my  views  from  the 
Committee,  and  I  think  they  are  pretty 
well  known.  The  Committee  know  also 
what  are  the  pledges  of  the  Covemment, 
and  that  it  is  in  the  spirit  of  those  pledges 
that  I  have  framed  my  Budget  proposals. 
I  therefore  respectfully  decline  to  depart 
from  the  subject  of  the  proposals  which 
I  have  laid  before  the  Committee  into  an 
abstract  discussion  of  our  fiscal  policy, 
which  is  out  of  place  in  this  debate,  and 
would  only  prolong  it,  very  much  to  the 
detriment  of  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mittee, without  usefully  serving  any  of 
the  ends  desired  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
I  earnestly  appeal  to  the  Committee  to 
conclude  the  discussion  of  this  Resolu- 
tion; I  shall  not  attempt  to  force  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee,  but  it  is 
generally  understood  that  the  general 
discussion  which  has  been  provided  by 
the  Income-Tax  Resolution  shall  be 
finished  to-night.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Barnsley  has  asked  me  whether  I  can 
give  any  further  information  as  to  the 
issue  of  the  Transvaal  war  contribution 
loan.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  make 
any  more  definite  statement  on  that  sub- 
ject than  I  have  already  made.  The 
issue  of  that  loan  must  be  dependent  on 
two  circumstances.  It  must  be  de- 
pendent on  the  prosperity  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  upon  the  state  of  the  money 
market.    Anybody  in  my  position  would, 
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I  think,  feel  that  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  go  to  the  money  market 
and  attempt  to  raise  a  loan  of  this  kind 
under  the  circumstances  which  prevailed 
both  in  the  Transvaal  and  the  money 
market  here  during  the  months  which 
have  elapsed  this  year,  or  until  there 
was  some  improvement.  How  rapid  the 
improvement  may  be  I  would  not  like 
to  prophesy.  All  I  can  say  is  that  until 
things  have  improved  neither  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  nor 
myself,  for  we  must  act  together  in  the 
matter,  can  attempt  the  issue  of  that 
loan. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON:  The  obliga- 
tion of  the  guarantors  is  not  in  any  way 
affected  by  the  delay. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
obligation  of  the  guarantors  to  guarantee 
the  first  £10,000,000  is  no  way  affected 
by  the  delay.     Observations  have  been 
made  on  the  subject  of  the  large  expen- 
diture of  the   country,  and  it  has  been 
suggested  that  I  am  inclined   to   deal 
lightly   with   these  heavy  burdens,  and 
t^t  I  am  not  as  anxious  for  sound  and 
wise  economy  as  the  Conunittee  would 
desire.    That  is  not  so.    I  recognise  that 
our  burdens  are   heavy,  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  minimise  them.    Moreover,  I  am 
very    anxious    to    reduce    expenditure 
where  reduction  can  be  made  with  safety, 
but  I  do  not   think,  as  I  have  already 
said,  that  any    admonitions    from  me 
would  be  any  more  effective  than  they 
were  from  my  predecessors  of  far  longer 
standing  in  this  House  and  who  spoke 
with  greater  authority  than  I  can  speak. 
All  I  have  asked  the  Committee  to  do 
ty^  afternoon  is  to  bear  in  mind  the 
facts  of  the  case  and  not  to  exaggerate 
them.    If  one  wants  a  cure,  the  first 
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thing  to  do  is  to  ascertain  exactly  what 
the  evil  is,  and  one's  case  is  not  strength- 
ened by  representing  the  evil  as  much 
greater  than  it  really  is.  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  East  Somerset 
has  complained  that  the  private  Member 
has  under  the  present  Supply  Rules  no 
adequate  opportunity  of  urging  economy. 
I  ,di&r  as  to  that  altogether.  I  know 
that  my  experience  in  the  House  does 
not  compare  with  his,  but  I  sat  in  the 
House  for  some  years  before  the  new 
Supply  Rules  were  passed,  and  I  know 
how  we  took  two  or  three  Votes  on 
Account  in  the  course  of  a  session. 
We  wrangled  for  a  day  over  each 
one  and  then  we  were  closured  at 
the  end  of  the  day.  A  Vote  on 
Account  was  put  down  in  the  ordinary 
Vote  of  Supply,  and  the  whole  day  was 
often  spent  discussing  smoh  matters  as 
the  Royal  Palaces  and  the  various  works 
executed  under  the  First  Oomioissioaer 
of  Works.  A  more  profitless  diseusakm 
in  Supply  it  would  be  impossible  to 
imagine  than  the  discussion  in  those 
days,  and  I  do  not  think  what  happened 
upon  those  occasions  produced  a  favour- 
able impression  upon  any  kind  of  business 
people  who  happened  to  be  in  the  public 
gallery  of  the  House  at  the  time. 
Whereas  formerly  much  valuable  time 
was  wasted  in  profitless  discussion  on 
unimportant  matters,  now  tliose  Votes 
are  put  down  which  the  Oovemment 
find,  after  inquiry,  the  Opposition  are 
most  anxious  to  criticise.  I  think  the 
discussion  of  Supply  is  now  far  more 
effective  than  it  was  when  it  was  taken 
in  a  fagged  and  tired  House  in  August, 
when  most  Members  had  gone  away 
under  the  doctor's  order  or  under  some 
more  serious  necessity. 

Some   criticisms     have     been     made 
in  [regard   to  the  comparative  ineffec* 
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tivenesB    of   the  present    opportunities 
a£Eorded    for    criticism    in    Committee 
of    Supply,    but    I     think    criticisms 
in  regard  to  the    extravagance  of  the 
House    come     rather   oddly   from    my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Somerset.    He  did  succeed  in  obtaining 
a  private  Member's  evening  before  Easter 
for  the  discussion  of  a  Motion,  and  what 
was  the  Resolution  he  chose?  After  listen- 
ing to  his  speech  one  would  have  thought 
that  he  would  have  selected  the  growth 
of  expenditure  or  the  extravagance  of 
some    particular  Department,    or   that 
he     would     have     subailM    a    Re- 
solution    with     a     view    to     limiting 
the    outgoings  of   the   Exchequer  and 
controlling    our    reckless    expettcMmre. 
Bat  not  &  bit  of  it.     The  Motion  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  put  down  was  a 
Motion  calling  upon  the  (Government  to 
find  more  mme^   for   the    training   of 
elementary    school    teachers     out     of 
Exchequer  funds.     We  already  find  the 
largest  proportion  of  the  expenditure,  and 
yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used  his 
opportunity    to   urge   that   we    should 
provide  more.     Such  expenditure  may  or 
may  not  have  been  desirable,  but  I  think 
it  is  a  little  hard  that  the  ri^t  hon. 
Qentleman  should  come  down  here  and 
critidse  the  growth  of  our  expenditure 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  when  he  had  a 
whole  evening  to  do  what  he  liked  with 
he  utilised  it  in  urging  increased  expendi- 
ture upon  the  (Government.      Some  hon . 
Members  talk  v^y  dolefully  about  the 
fall  in  our  credit.    But  our  credit  \b  now 
better  than  the  credit  of  any  other  nation, 
and  it  is  better  than  it  was  twenty  years 
ago.     In    1884    the    yield    of    (Consols 
was   £2   9s.    per   cent.;    this   year  on 
31st   March   it     was  £2   17s.   9d.    per 
cent.,    and    since    then   it   has   risen. 
We^have  been  in  office  for  eighteen  years 
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with  a  very  small  break,  and  we  have 
been,  according  to  the  hon.  Grentleman, 
extravagant,  wasteful  of  the  resources  of 
the  nation,  and  burdening  its  industry  and 
commerce,  and  when  the  hon.  Gentleman 
wants  to  prove  that  our  credit  is  de- 
pressedy  he  takes  the  figure  at  which 
Consols  stood  four  years  ago,  after  four- 
teen years  of  reckless  extravagance  by 
this  (Government.  He  took  a  date  when 
Consols  stood  higher  than  ever  before. 
I  thank  the  hon.  Qentleman  for  recalling 
to  me  how  great  had  been  the  rise  in  the 
value  of  Consols,  and  of  the  credit  which 
is  due  to  the  Party  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  belong  as  a  Member. 

We  have  agreed  to  take  the  general 
discussion  on  this  Resolution,  which  is  the 
Income-Tax  Resolution.  The  hon.  Member 
for  West  Clare  has  raised  a  point  of  a  very 
important    but    of    a   highly  technical 
character,  which  will  be  dealt  with  more 
appropriately  when  the  spirit  duty  comes 
up  for  consideration.    In  the  course  of 
the  discussion  a  desire  has  been  expressed 
in  various  quarters  of  the  House,   that 
both  the  differentiation  and  graduation 
of  the  income-tax  should  be  referred  for 
consideration  to  the  proposed  Committee. 
In  my  opinion  neither  is  practicable,  and 
neither  is  desirable ;  and,  holding  these 
views,  the  Oovemment  would  be  mis- 
leading the  country  if  they  referred  the 
questions  as  open  questions  to  the  Com- 
mittee.   In  1853  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  the 
course  of  his  great  speech  on  the  income- 
tax,  declared  that  the  differentiation  of 
the  income-tax  would  mean  the  destruc- 
tion of   the    country's  greatest  finance 
instrument.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth  also  gave 
the  same  opinion  only  a   few  years  ago. 
A  great  deal  is  said  about  differentiating 
between    fixed    incomes    and    incomes 
Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain. 


due    to  personal    exertions, 
many  prosperous    concerns 


{COMMONS}  and  Means.  932 

But  how 
are   there 
which  have  lose    those   who    managed 
them  and  have    not   merely  fadled  to 
return  any    income  but  have  lost  die 
capital  of  the  undertaking?     Take  the 
case,     however,    of    a    man      earning 
£10,000  a  year  due  to  his  own  exertions. 
He  is  to  be  assessed  at  a  lower  rate* 
But  the  widow,  with  a  family  of  young 
children,  with  <£500  a  year  is  to  be  taxed 
at  the  full  rate,  subject  to  the  ordinary 
abatements,  because  the  income  oomes 
from  investments.    I  think,  on  the  other 
hand,  that   this  is   the  person  who  is 
more  deserving  of  further  consideration, 
if  possible,  than  the  wealthy  professiona 
man  with  his  large  income.    It  is  also 
suggested  that  the  tax  should  be  gradu- 
ated.   I  beUeve  for  myself — and  I  have 
strong  authority  for  the  opinion,  which  is 
not  confined  to  this  side  of  the  House — 
that  you  cannot  graduate  the  income-tax 
as  long  as  you  maintain  what   is    the 
great  safeguard  of    the  income  -  tax — 
namely,  the  assessment  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  income  at  its  source.      If  that 
is  given  up,  the  income-tax  is  ruined  as 
a    great  engine  for  procuring   revenue, 
and  if  you  superimpose  on  an   assess- 
ment   at   the  source  a  further    assess- 
ment in  the  case  of  wealthy  people  for 
the   purpose    of    graduation,    this    will 
enormously  increase  the  cost,  will  entail 
wholly  new  machinery,  will  become  ex- 
cessively inquisitorial,   and  will    offend 
powerful  interests.    I  do  not  think  the 
House  could  devise    a    more   ingenious 
way    of    making    the    income-tax    un- 
popular,  ultimately  involving  its  total 
repeal.      Suppose    that    there    was  an 
income-tax   of   Is.  in    the    £.     Up  to 
what    amount    would    you    graduate? 
Suppose  you  graduate   up   to  28.,   and 
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that  incomes  above  £5,000  should  be 
subject  to  this  farther  graduation.  If  you 
take  a  lower  figure  you  will  have  to  inquire 
into  die  inoomes  of  so  many  persons  that 
the  difficulties  of  collection  to  which  I  have 
alluded  would  become  absolutely  in- 
superable and  intolerable.  Suppose, 
however,  the  maximum  to  be  2s.  I  have 
made  some  inquiries  of  the  Inland 
Revenue,  and  the  authorities  there  think 
that  it  is  a  fair  assumption  to  make,  that 
if  you  start  with  incomes  of  X5,000  and 
graduate  the  tax  from  Is.  up  to  2s.,  the 
average  tax  on  those  higher  incomes 
might  be  taken  at  Is.  6d.  They  put 
the  total  amount  of  income  which  would 
be  subject  to  graduation  at  one-fifth  of 
the  total  income  subject  to  income-tax. 
The  tax  would  then  yield  £3,000,000  in 
addition.  On  that  they  advise  me 
that  you  must  deduct  £750,000,  not 
for  evasions,  but  for  legitimate  avoid- 
ance of  duty  on  income  which  might 
be  removed  abroad,  but  which  at 
present  is  subject  to  income-tax  in  this 
country.  That  is  sufficient  to  show 
what  a  very  delicate  matter  you  are 
touching  when  you  attempt  to  put  these 
exceptional  taxes  on  particular  classes  of 
income-tax  payers.  Therefore,  allowing 
nothing  for  deliberate  evasion,  nothing 
for  the  greater  inducements  to  understate 
income,  nothing  for  the  general  alarm 
which  would  certainly  be  caused  by  any 
such  proposal,,  and  nothing  for  the 
increased  cost  of  collection,  which  would 
be  heavy,  the  possible  gain  is  reduced  to 
£1,500,000.  That  will  not  allow  you  to 
give  much  relief  to  other  classes.  Ex- 
amined in  detail,  so  great  are  the  practical 
difficulties  of  this  scheme,  and  so  small 
are  the  possible  advantages,  that  the 
opinion  of  Mr.^Oladstone,  reaffirmed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West   Monmouth  and    the    right    hon« 


Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol, 
must  continue  to  hold  the  field.  I 
think  I  have  dealt  with  all  the  new 
points  that  have  been  raised  since 
I  last  spoke — I  hoi>e  not  in  an 
unnecessarily  controversial  spirit  and  not 
in  a  manner  which  will  prolong  discussion  • 
It  has  been  a  business-like  discussion,  and 
I  would  express  the  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
carried  beyond  twelve  o'clock  to-night. 

♦Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prestwich) 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he 
could  give  some  idea  when  they  were  to 
have  the  £30,000,000  from  the  Transvaal. 
He  suggested  that  the  gentlemen  who 
guaranteed  the  loan  should  issue  it  at 
once  and  underwrite  it.  At  present  we 
had  a  large  deficit,  and  if  they  .would 
guarantee  the  4  per  cent,  loan  as  they 
had  promised  it  would  be  of  enormous 
benefit  to  this  country  to  have  the 
money,  but  if  they  waited  until  the 
country  was  very  prosperous  again  they 
would  be  able  to  guarantee  a  4  per  cent, 
loan  and  make  a  large  profit  themselves, 
but  it  would  not  be  of  the  same  service  to 
this  country.  The  late  Colonial  Secretary 
spoke  of  the  patriotism  of  those  gentlemen 
but  he  did  not  think  that  would  be  very 
apparent  to  the  ordinary  individual. 
Supposing  that  Consols  were  in  anything 
like  the  position  they  were  in  before, 
those  gentlemen  who  were  being  extolled 
for  their  patriotism  would  really  be  put- 
ting money  into  their  pockets  by  guaran- 
teeing this  transaction.  His  hon.  friend 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  late  Chancellor 
for  taking  off  the  shilling  duty  on  corn. 
If  anybody  went  to  Chicago  and  bought 
com  he  would  pay  the  same  price  for  it, 
whether  there  was  a  shilling  duty  here 
or  not.  Then  who  paid  the  duty  ?  Of 
course  the  importer  in  the  first  in- 
stance,   and  eventually  the  consumer. 
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Tho^r  could  not  properly  oompare  the 
price  of  Consols  now  with  the  price 
eighteen  years  ago.  They  most  take  the 
time  when  the  late  Colonial  Secretary 
was  the  predominant  influence  in  the 
Oovemment.  It  was  during  those  years, 
and  through  that  influence,  that  the 
credit  of  the  country  had  so  seriously 
fallen. 

Mr.  bond  (Nottingham,  E.)  said  a 
question  of  great  importance  had  been 
touched  upon  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
and  he  wished  to  refer  to  it  because 
it  had  a  bearing  on  the  question  of  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his 
admirable  speech  referred  to  the  increase 
in  the  indebtedness  of  local  authorities, 
and  suggested  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  take  steps  to  check  that 
growing  indebtedness.  The  course 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggested 
for  adoption  was  to  raise  the  rate  of 
interest  on  the  money  which  was  ad- 
vanced by  the  Public  Works  Loans 
Commissioners  from  3^  per  cent,  first  to 
3^  and  then  to  3|  per  cent.  Such  an 
increase  would  be  a  serious  hindrance  to 
the  construction  of  dwellings  for  the 
working  classes,  whether  by  local 
authorities  or  private  companies.  He 
understood  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer intended  to  discriminate  with 
regard  to  the  purposes  for  which  loans 
were  asked,  and  hehoped  that  discrimi- 
nation would  be  exercised  in  favour  of 
loans  for  building  purposes. 

Mb.  WHITLEY  (HaUfax)  said  he 
agreed  that  there  were  difficulties  which 
made  differentiation  between  earned  and 
unearned  incomes  for  the  purpose  of 
income-tax  almost  impossible,  but  he 
suggested  that  when  the  income-tax  was 

Mr.  CavAey. 


raised,  as  it  had  been  in  recent  years,  by 
60  per  cent.,  tiiere  should  be  a  proportion- 
ate increase  of  the  death  duties.    That 
would  put  an  addition  to  the  burden  of 
direct  taxation  upon  inherited    wealth, 
and  to  that  extent  would  relieve  the  man 
whose  income  was  derived  from  his  own 
ability  and  industry.    Taking  last  year 
and     the    current  year  together,     the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  had  to 
provide  for  a  deficit  of  £10,000,000.     Of 
that  sum,  £4,500,000  had  been  met  by 
additional    taxation,    but,    unless     the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  could  show  how  he 
had  met  the  remaining  £5,500,000,  he 
thought  they  must  conclude  that  it  had 
come  out  of  borrowed  money  taken  from 
the  Exchequer  balances.    If  that  were 
the    case,    the    right    hon.  Oentleman 
hardly  deserved  the  compliments  poured 
upon  him  for  not  touching  the  Sinking 
Fund,  because  he  had  done  practically 
the    same    thing.      This      deficit      of 
£10,000,000  exactly  corresponded  with 
the  sum  which  the  mine-owners  of  the 
Transvaal  failed  to  produce  in  January 
last.      If    that    £10,000,000  had    been 
forthcoming,    it  would  not   have  been 
necessary    for    the   Chancellor     of    the 
Exchequer  to  call  upon  the  consumers  in 
this  country  to  bear  additional  taxation. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  said  he  wished 
to  appeal  to  the  Committee  to  allow  the 
general  debate  to  close. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  raised, 
as  a  new  and  novel  point,  the  taxation  of 
deer-stalking  in  Scotland. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
proceeded  to  interrupt  the  business.  J 2) 
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Whereupon  Sir  Frederick  Banbury 
rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move 
"  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put,  **  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  a 
division,  and  the  Chairman  stated  that 
he  thought  the  Ayes  had  it;  and, 
on  his  decision  being  chaUenged,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  division  was 
frivolously  claimed,  and  he  accordingly 
called  upon  the  Members  who  supported 
and  who  challenged  his  decision  succes- 
sively to  rise  in  their  places,  and  he 
declared  the  Ayes  had  it»  six  Members 
only  who  challenged  his  decision  having 
stood  up. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
remaining  seated,  and  with  his  hat 
on,  said  he  wished  to  call  attention 
to     the    bet    that   when    a    division 


was  taken  on  a  new  Question  the  House 
should  be  cleared  and  the  bells  rung.  ' 


'*'Thb  CHAIRMAN: 

Question  now. 


I  am  putting  th^ 


Mr.  DALZIEL  said  that  the  previous 
Question  had  been  put  and  decided,  and 
a  new  Question  was  now  being  put  from 
the  Chair.  Some  hon.  Members  might 
have  left  in  connection  with  the  previous 
decision,  and  they  would  have  received 
no.  intimation  that  a  new  Question  was 
being  put, 

'*'Thb  chairman  said  he  was  about 
to  clear  the  House  of  strangers,  so  that 
the  bell  might  be  rung,  when  the  hon. 
Member  interrupted  him. 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  214; 
Noes,  16.    (Division  list  No.  90.) 


AYES. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 

i^new,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 

Amold-For8ter,Rt.Hn.HughO. 

Arrol,  Sir  William 

Aifaer,  Alexander 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 

Baloarres,  Lord 

Balfoi]r,Rt.Hon.  A.J.(Manch'r) 

Balfour,RtHnQerald  W.(Leed8 

Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

Bignold,  Arthur 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  T.  Gibson(King'BLynn 

Brassey,  Albert 

^igg,  John 

Br<^ok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 

Caklwel],  James 

CampbelW.H.M.(DablinUniv. 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  SirEdw.  H. 

Cavendish,  V.  a W.( Derbyshire 

Cawley,  Frederick 


Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.A.(Wora 
Cliye,  Captain  Percy  A 
(>)chrane,  Hon,  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Colomb,  Rt  Hon.Sir  JohnC.R. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cool^  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Croasley,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cost^  Heniy  John  C. 
Dahymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dayenporty  William  Bromley- 
Davias,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Dayies,SirHoratioD.  (CSiatham 
Dickson,  Cbarlee  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfiald- 
Dinaeli,  Coningsby  Ral^ 
Dobbie,  Joseph 
Dorington,  Rt.Hon.Sir John  E. 
Douglas,  Bt  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doidord,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  RtHon.SirWilliamHart 
EgertoD*  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton. 


Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,W.) 
Faber,  GkNorge  Denison  (York) 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Fitzroy.Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  i^thur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson, 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gladstone,RtHn.HerbertJohn 
God8on,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gk>rdon,Hn.J.£.(Elgin&Naim) 
Gk>re,Hn  G.R.C.Ormsby-(Salop 
Gk>re,Hon.S.F.  Ormsby-(Linc.) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Camb8.) 
Gretton,  John 

Groves,  James  Grimble        \7\ 
Hambro,  Charles  Eric 
Hamilton,Marq.  of,L*nd'nderry 
Hardy,  L.  (Kent,  Ashford) 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Hay,  Hon,  (Claude  (3eom 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard(Hai]ley 
Heath,Jame8(Stafford8.,  N.W) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Heime,  Nerval  Watson 
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Henderson,  Sir  A.(Stofford,W.) 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobboii8e,Rt.HnH.  Somers^tE 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

HopeJ.F.(Sheffield,  Brightdde 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Honlt,  Joseph 
Hosier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  Cecil 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  CSayerhonse 
Jeffreys,  RtHon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaw^,  Rt.Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kenyon,Hon.  Geo.T.  (Denbigh) 
Kerr,  John 
Kimber,  Henry 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,SirJoeeph'(Monm*th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.  Grant(Yorks.,N.R 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lee,ArthurH.  ( Hants.  ,Fareham 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leigh.'Sir  Joseph 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  8.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,Reginald J.  (Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M«Crae,  George 
M1ver»SirLewis(Edinburgh  W. 
M*Killop^  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  W. 
Mildmay,  Fraoicis  Bingham 
Milner,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Frederick  G 


{COMMONS} 

Milvain,  Thomas 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.J.Soott(Hants.) 
Morgan,David  J.  ( Walthamstow 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,Rt  Hn.  A.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Wilans 
O'NeiU,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,  Colonel  Richard 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randies,  John  S. 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  George 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.  (Stalybridge 
Rigg*  Richard 

Ritchie,Rt.  Hon.  Chas.Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Rothsohild,Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  C6L  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
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SaundersoD,  Rt.Hn.CoL£dw.  J. 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Is]a  of  Wight 
Shaokleton,  David  James 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,Ea8t) 
Smithjjames  Parker(Laiiarin.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley,Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.  J.G.  (Oxf  dUniv 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merihyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  CoL  William  Hall 
Wabrond,  Rt.  Hn.SirWilliamH. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wason,  John  Oathcart(Orkney ) 
Welby,Lt..CoLA.C.E.(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Charles  G.E.  (Notts) 
Wharton,  Rt  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  KK. 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Woodhou8e,SirJT.(HQdder8rd 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyiie,  Alexander 
Wjmdiham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 


TlLLBBS    FOB    THl  AYBS--Sir 

Alexander  Aoland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowee. 


NOES. 


Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  Charles  P. 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Edwards,  Frank 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Jones,  William  (CamarvonBhire 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 


Levy,  Biaurice 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C  (Raddiffe) 
Toulmin,  (Seorge 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 


Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Young,  Samuel 

Tbllebs  iob  thb  NoBB—Mr. 
WeirandMr.  Daldel 


Whereupon  the  Chainnan  left  the  Chair 
to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 


Resolution  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 


Adjoumed  at  twen^  minutes  after  Twelve  o*oloek. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 
Friday,  22nd  April,  1904. 


SAT  FIRST. 
The   Lord  Ravensworth    sat  first   in 
Parliament    after     the     death    of    his 
kinsman. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further. 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with: — 
Great  Central  and  Midland  Joint  Rail- 
ways. The  same  was  ordered  to  he  on 
the  Table. 


^5      Richard  Jaeger's  Patent  (Petition  for 
•^  Bill).      Examiners'    Certificate    of    non- 

t  compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders 
referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  next. 

H^      Manchester  Ship  Canal  (Finance)  Bill 

^  [h.l.].     Reported,  with  Amendments. 

g 

I      Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. 

I  Reported   from   the    Select  Committee, 

i  with  Amendments. 


Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Bill 
[h.l.].  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That  the  Committee  had  not  pro- 
eeeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill, 
the  opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn; read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  26th  of 
February  and  the  22nd  of  March  dis- 
charged, and  Bill  committed  for  Thursday 
next. 


Belfast  and  North-East  Ireland  Electri- 
city and  Power  Gas  Bill  [h.l.].  Report 
from  the  Select  Committee,  That  the 
Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposition 
thereto  having  been  withdrawn;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  The 
orders  made  on  the  22nd  of  February 
and  the  22nd  of  March  discharged,  and 
Bill  committed. 

Boxton  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[H.I-.J-  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That    the   Committee   had  not 
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proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the 
Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been 
withdrawn;  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on 
the  Table.  The  orders  made  on  the 
19th  of  February  and  the  22nd  of 
March  discharged,  and  Bill  com- 
mitted. 

King's  College  Hospital  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Ilford  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
West  Riding  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.];  Mid- 
Cheshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Bill  [h.l.];  St. 
Mary  Woolnoth  Bill  [h.l.];  Great  Yar- 
mouth Corporation  Bill  [h.l.];  North 
Wales  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Oaken- 
gates,  Dawley,  and  District  Joint  Water 
Board  Bill  [h.l.].  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  follow- 
ing Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House  to 
form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  Bills;  viz.  :  D. 
Manchester,  L.  Zouche  of  Haryngworth, 
L.  Clifford  of  Chudleigh  (Chairman),  L. 
Ravensworth,  L.  Rosmead;  agreed  to, 
and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly. 
The  Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday 
next  at  eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions 
referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to 
the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as 
desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  BiU  [H.L.]  (No.  48).  A  Bill  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating 
to  Bath  Rural  District,  Brynmawr, 
Chippenham,  Eastleigh  and  Bishopstoke, 
Hanwell,  Southgate  Urban  District,  Tam- 
worth,  Walton-le-Dale,  Watford,  and 
Widnes  (Amendment);   and 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  3)  BiU  [H.L.]  (No.  49).    A  BUI  to 
confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
I  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating 
I  to  Birkenhead  (Extension),  Bishop  Auck- 
I  land  (Amendment),  Huddersfield  (Exten- 
i  sion  to  (Jolcar),  MaidenJ^ead  (Extensions), 
Milford-on-Sea,      Newquay,      Penzance, 
Ramsgate,    Sunderland    Districts,     and 
Tavistock. 

Were,  presented  by  the  Earl  Walde- 
grave  (for  the  Lord  Wolverton) ;  read  P ; 
to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners,    i    . 
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RETURNS.  REPORTS,  ETC.  RAILWAY  COMPANIES*  POWERS 

ACT,  1864. 

Draft  certificate  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES),     j  authorising    the    London    and    South- 
No.  3140.  Turkey  (Constantinople  and  •  ^^«^?^  ,^^1^*^    Company   to    raife 
District).  I  additional  capital. 

No.  3141.  Tunis.  ^'^^^  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 

^,  *         *  ^  ,     ,        ,  * .  ,        Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

No.  3142.  Russia  (Poland  and  Lithu- 
ania). 

No.  3143.  Siam  (Chiengmai). 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE. 

Report  of  the  Governors  for  the  year 
ended  the  31st  December,  1903;  with 
accounts. 

TRADE. 
Annual  statement  of  the  trade  of  the 
United  Kiugdom  with  Foreign  Countries 
and  British  Possessions,  1903,  compared 
with  the  four  preceding  years.  Volume 
I.  (Summaries,  Abstract  and  Detailed 
Tables  of  Imports  and  Exports). 

COMMERCIAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
Advisory  Committee  on  Commercial  Li- 
telligence  with  reference  to  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE    AND 

FISHERIES  (RAILWAY  RATES  AND 

FACILITIES). 

Correspondence  between  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  the  Rail- 
way Companies  in  Great  Britain  as  to 
the  carriage  of  agricultural  produce  and 
requisites ;  wiich  appendices. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

POLLING  DISTRICTS  (BOROUGH  OF 
WALSALL). 

Older,  made  by  the  council  of  the 
borough  of  Walsall,  altering  certain  polling 
districts  in  the  borough. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 
Order  in  Council,  of  21st  April,  1904, 
approving  bye-laws  made  by  the  Mersey 
Docks  and  Harbour  Board  with  respect 
to  the  contribution  to  be  made  towards 
the  pilotage  funds  of  the  Liverpool 
districts  by  the  masters  and  mate?  of 
vessels  holding  pilotage  certificates. 


IMPORTATION   OF   DOGS. 
!     The  Earl  of  LYTTON  :    My  Lords, 
I   rise,   in   accordance  with  the   notice 
standing  in  my  name,  to  call  attention 
\  to  the  Importation  of  Dogs  Order  made 
.  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,   whereby 
owners  of  dogs  are  separated  from  their 
dogs  for  a  period  of  six  montlis  after  their 
I  importation ;    and  to  ask  the  President 
j  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  no  case  of  rabies 
I  has  occurred  in  any  dog  imported  since 
;  the  present  Order  has  been  in  force,  he 
will  not  revert  tvi  the  practice  of  allow- 
ing owners  of  dogs  to  quarantine   them 
on  their  own  premises   under  such  re- 
gulations as  will  prevent  the  re-introduc- 
tion of  rabies  into  this  country. 

It  will    be    generally    acknowledged, 
I  think,  that  the  noble  Earl's  predecessor 
was  most  energetic  and  successful  in  his 
efforts  to  stamp  out  hydrophobia  in  this 
country.    At  the  same  time  a  very  strong 
feeling    exists     throughout    the    whole 
I  country  that  some,  at  any  rate,  of  the 
regulations    which    he    enforced     were 
unnecessarily  harsh  even  for  carrying  out 
the  objects  he  had  in  view;   and  perhaps 
the    one    which     caused    the    greatest 
amount  of  irritation,  and  even  of  very 
I  genuine    suffering,  was  that   regulation 
which  required  that  all  imported  dogs 
j  should  be   removed  from  their  owners 
!  and  kept  in  quarantine  for  six  months. 
I  suppose  that  most  of  your  Lordships 
,  who   are   owners  of  dogs  do  not   very 
I  much    object    when    going    abroad    to 
leaving   them   behind,  or,  if   they   are 
[  taken,    can    put    up    with    temporary 
i  separation  from  them  on  returning ;    or 
possibly  you  are  in  the  habit  of  evading 
the  law,  for  I  understand  that  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  quite  a  number  of  dogs  are 
taken  out  of  this  country  and  brought  in 
again  without  being  detected  ;  but  there  is 
a  class  on  whom  this  regulation  falls  with 
very  great   severity — I    refer  to  people 
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who  are  obliged  to  leave  the  country  on 
account  of  their  health,  and  are  so  senti- 
mentally attached  to  their  dog?  that  they 
cannot  bear  to  be  separated  from  them, 
even  for  a  few  weeks.  In  cases  where 
these  people  are  in  a  critical  state  of 
health  the  effect  of  enforcing  this  regula- 
tion is  very  serious  indeed. 

I  am  sure  that  if  anybody  had  sug- 
gested to  the  noble  Earl's  predecessor 
that  the  effect  of  his  policy  would  be  to 
kill  more  people  of  a  broken  heart  than 
were  sav^  from   bites   by  dogs  suffer- 
ing from  rabies,  he  would  have  scouted 
the  idea ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  noble 
Earl  will  deny  that  in  several  cases  sensi- 
tive people  have  been  really   killed  by  i 
this  Order.     I  cannot  help  feeling  that  | 
the  object  in  view  might  equally  well  be 
carried  out  in  a  less  harsh  manner.    For  I 
instance,  if  all  imported  dogs  could  be  de- 
tained at  the  homes  of  their  owners  under  i 
capable  supervision  and  with  constant  | 
inspection    by   veterinary  surgeons,  all  j 
necessary  costs  being  paid,  of  course,  by  i 
the  owners  of  the  dogs,  I  think  all  danger 
to  the  public  and  inconvenience  to  the 
owners  might  be  avoided.   I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  noble  Earl,  in  his  reply, 
will  hold  out  some  hope  that  he  can  miti- 1 
gate  to  a  certain  degree  this  very  harsh 
Tegulation,  and  I  am  sure  if  he  can  show 
any  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  the 
class  to  whom  I  have  referred,  his  words 
wiQ  be  received  with  great  satisfaction 
throughout  the  country, 

♦The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD  op 
AGRICULTURE  and  FISHERIES  (The 
Earl  of  Onslow)  :  My  Lords,  the  noble 
Earl  pre&tced  his  Question  by  the  state- 
ment that  no  case  of  rabies  has  occurred 
in  any  dog  imported  since  the  present 
Order  has  been  in  force.  That  is  per- 
fectly true,  but  inasmuch  as  rabies  is  a 
disease  which  is  extremely  common  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  the  number  of  dogs  which 
may  be  imported,  before  we  shall  with 
absolute  certainty  happen  on  one  which 
will  develop  rabies.  The  whole  object 
of  the  poUcy  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
has  been  to  stamp  out  a  disease  which 
I  think  your  Lordships  will  agree  is  one  of 
the  most  horrible  that  can  afflict  mankind. 
Mr.  Walter  Long,  one  of  my  predecessors, 
incurred  a  considerable  amount  of  public 


odium  by  his  application  of  the  Muzzling 
Order,  but  that  Order  succeeded  com- 
pletely. At  the  present  moment,  and 
for  some  years  past,  there  has  been  no 
case  of  rabies  or  hydrophobia  in  this 
country,  and,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
convenience which  the  dog-owning 
public  suffered  from  these  Orders,  the 
result  has  justified  that  temporary  in- 
convenience. 

I  would  venture  to  remind  your  Lord- 
ships of  what  has  been  the  course  of  the 
regulations  made  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture. In  the  year  1900,  under  the 
Muzzling  Orders,  rabies  had  disappeared 
)>ot  only  from  London,  and  all  the  great 
towns  in  the  North  of  England,  but 
practically  from  the  whole  country  and 
it  had  become  possible  to  remove  the 
restriction  of  the  muzzle.  To  prevent 
reintroduction  of  infection  from  abroad 
imported  dogs  were  therefore  ordered  to 
be  isolated  upon  the  premises  of  their 
owners  for  a  certain  period,  but  it 
was  proved  that  in  many  cases  it 
was  impossible  for  those  premises  to 
be  made  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
In  the  following  year,  1901,  it  was 
found  that  40  per  cent.,  and  at  times  as 
many  as  60  per  cent,  of  the  dogs  imported 
into  this  country  had  to  be  sent  to  the 
premises  of  veterinary  surgeons,  and  the 
Board  therefore  determined  that  as  it 
could  now  remove  the  Muzzling  Order 
from  the  whole  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  as  it 
was  now  safe  to  permit  the  importation 
of  dogs  from  Ireland,  which  up  to  then 
had  been  prohibited,  it  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  keep  disease  out  of  this  country, 
to  make  a  universal  regulation  that  dogs 
on  arrival  from  abroad  should  be  sent  for 
detention  to  the  premises  of  veterinary 
surgeons. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  it  was  necessary 

to  do  that  was  that  people   who  were 

:  allowed  to  keep  the  dogs  on  their  own 

'  premises  refused  to  believe  that  the  re- 

I  gulations    they    were   called    upon    to 

'  observe  were  seriously  intended.     In  the 

street  in  which  I  reside  there  lives  a  lady 

who  frankly  admitted  that  the  moment 

she  received  the  regulations  she  threw 

them  into  the  wastepaper  basket.    She 

did  not  attempt  to  confine  the  dog  on  her 

premises,  but,  to  use  her  expression,  it 

*'  led  its  own  bee  life  in  the  streets."    I 

know  that  a  resident  in  another  house  in 
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the  same  street  smuggled  a  dog  in  with- 
out its  going  through  the  precautionary 
probation  which  is  prescribed  for  all  im- 
ported dogs.  As  soon  as  the  Order  of 
1901  was  imposed  we  found  that  things 
began  to  work  smoothly.  Dogs  were  sent 
to  th^  veterinary  surgeons'  premises,  they 
were  carefully  taken  care  ot  there,  and  at 
the  end  of  three  months  pet  dogs — the 
quarantine  period  being  six  months-— were 
released,  if  they  had  been  under  the  care  of 
their  owners  during  the  time  they  were 
abroad..  I  have  often  heard  it  said  that 
dogs  of  the  kind  to  which  my  noble  friend 
alluded  are  taken  such  great  care  of  by 
their  owners  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
for  them  to  come  in  contact  with  a  dog 
suffering  from  rabies,  but  I  happen  to 
know  a  lady  who  went  regularly  to  the 
South  of  France  whose  dog  contracted 
rabies  from  another  dog  whilst  on  her 
premises,  she  herself  being  bitten  and 
having  to  go  to  the  Pasteur  Ins  itute  in 
Paris  to  be  treated. 

There  are  two  dangers  to  which  we  are 
exposed,  the  danger  that  dogs  may  be 
smuggled  into  this  country  (and  there  is 
a   considerable  amount  of    smuggling).  { 
Dogs  are  brought  into  this  country  dressed 
up  as  babies,  or  under  chloroform,  con- 
cealed in  trunks.    The  second  danger  is 
that  there  are  constantly  arriving  num-  : 
bers  of    foreign  vessels  in    our    ports. 
It  is  computed  that  9,000  dogs  come  in 
every  year    on    board    these  ships.      I 
cannot  pretend  that  I  think  the  restric-  | 
tions  imposed  are  as  completely  carried 
out  as   I   would    wish    them    to     bo. 
There  are  cases  of  hardship.     In  fact, 
a  gentleman  called  upon  me  the  other 
day  and    told   me    that    I  had   killed 
his  wife  through  this  regulation ;  while  I 
only  two  or  three  days  ago  an  unfortunate 
lady,  who,  accompanied  by  a  little  dog, 
went    on    board     a    Newhaven-Dieppe  , 
steamer  to  see  her  son  oif,  neglected  to  i 
leave  the  ship  before  it  steamed  out,  with 
the  result  that  she  was  conveyed  across, 
and  as  we   were   unable  to  make  any 
exception  in  her  case,  her  dog,  on  its  ' 
return,  has  had  to  be  separated  from  its 
mistress  and  sent  to  quarantine.  i 

I  hope  and  believe  that  the  existing  , 
practice  of  requiring  quarantine  for  im- 
ported dogs  on  the   premises  of  a  veter- 
inary   surgeon    will     continue    in    the 
majority  of  cases;   but  under  the  new 

Thr  Earl  of  Onsloiv. 


I  rules  tt  b  provided  that  after  a  dog  » 
I  sent  to  a  veterinary  surgeon  for  identifi^ 
I  cation    and   examination,    that   proper 
I  precaution!  may  be  taken,  the  owner  may 
obtain  an  Order  for  removal  upon  signing 
I  an  undertaking  to  abide  by  regulations 
'  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Agricalture* 
1  The  dog,  being  in  the  custody  of  the 
owner,  will,  for  the  prescribed  period,  be 
I  required  to  bear  a  distinctive  badge,  or 
harness,    bearing    the    inscription  "  in 
'  quarantine  for  rabies."    If  the  dog  straya 
from  the  custody  of  the  owner,  it  can 
thus  be  identified.    The  harness  will  be 
sealed  with  a  seal  which  can  only  be 
removed  by  a  veterinary  surgeon,  who 
will  be  appointed  by  the  Board,  and  whe 
will  pay  frequent  periodical  visits  to  see 
that  the  Orders  are  complied  with.  The 
dog  will    never    at  any  period  of  the 
quarantine  be  allowed  to  be  without  l^e 
harness  upon  it.    It  will,  I  admit,  be  a 
source  of    trouble  and  expense  on  tLe 
part  of  those  who  import  dogs,  and  if 
this  is  objected  to  the  dog  may,  as  under 
existing  regulations,  be  left  under  the  care 
of  a  veterinary  surgeon.    I  hope  there 
will  not  be  many  who  will  avail  them- 
selves of  the  new  rule,  which  is  a  conces- 
sion in  the  interest  of  a  few  persons  who 
feel  there  is  hardship  in  a  long  separa- 
tion   of    the    animal    from    its   owner. 
If  these  concessions    are    in  any  way 
abused,  if  the  regulaticms  are  not  in  every 
way  observed,  the  rules  will  be-  at  once 
rescinded,  and  there  will  be  a  return  to 
the  Order  at  present  in   existence.     If 
there  is  any  indication  on  the  part  of  an 
individual  of  a  desire  to  evade  the  Orders, 
the  dog  will  at  once  be  taken  back  to  the 
veterinary  surgeon,  and  a  similar  licence 
will  at  all  future  times  be  refused  to 
that  person. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 

[Sbookd  Rbadhto.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  UNDER  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (The  Earl  of 
Donoughmore)  :  My  Lords,  the  Amend- 
ments which  this  Bill  effects  are  fully 
explained  in  the  Memorandum  attached 
to  it.  and  therefore  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  go  into  them.     I  will  content 
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myself  by  Baying  that  I  oncerely  believe  |  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next 
these  Amendments  will  prove  for  the ;  (Evening  Sitting). 

benefit  of  the  Army,  and   I  hope  your  ! . ,     m  j    m  j 

Lordships  wUl  give  the  BiU  a  Second  '  ^.,|^^r.  ^'^"^Y*^  *^^,  Tramroads 
Seadinff.  ^*"  [Lords].    Read  a  second  time,  and 


Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  2»."— 
i,The  Earl  of  Donatighmore.) 

On  Question,  Bill  read  2*,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Bouse  on  Monday  next. 


SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Amendments    reported    (according  to 
Older),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday 
next. 

Hoofle  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock,  to  Mon- 
day next,  a  quarter  before 
Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS. 
Friday,  22nd  April,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


IX)NIX)N  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL  (STANDING  ORDERS  APPLIC- 
ABLE THERETO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  SpBAKEB  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 

fort  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
etitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with, viz.: — London  County 
Oouncil  (Money)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District 
Water  Bill  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  BiU.  To 
be  read  the  third  time  upon  Monday 
next. 


committed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  2)  Bill.  Read  a  second  time,  and 
committed. 

Local  (Jovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5).  Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
,  Orders  of  the  TiOcal  (Government  Board 
i  relating  to  Bradford  (Yorkshire),  Ealing, 
Eaton  Bray  (Rural),  Glastonbury,  Rhyl, 
and  the  Fylde  Water  Board  District 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Grant 
Lawson  and  Mr.  Walter  Long. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill.  '*To  confirm  certain  Pro- 
visional Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  relating  to  Bradford  (Yorkshire), 
Ealinjr,  Eaton  Bray  (Rural),  Glastonbury, 

i  Rhyl,  and  the  Fylde  Water  Board  Dis- 
trict," presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and 

,  to  be  printed.    [Bill  161.] 

PRIVATE  BILI5  (GROUP  P). 

I     Sir  Joseph  Lbesb  reported  from  the 

j  Committee  on  Group  F  of  Private  Bills ; 

That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 

Committee  had  adjourned  till  Tuesday 

next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bamet  District  Gas  and  Water  Bill. 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill.     Reported,  without  Amend- 

'  ment  [Provisional  Orders  confirmed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill  to 
be  read  the   third  time  upon  Monday 

I  next. 

I  Donegal  Railway  Bill.  Reported,  with 
j  Amendments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
i  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Ipswich  Dock  Commission  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Tynemouth  Gas  Bill  [Lords].  Reported, 
with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  In-        Barry  Railway   (Extension  of   Time, 
Burance   Company  Bill  [Lords].    To  be   etc.)    Bill   [Lords].    Reported,    without 
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Amendment;     Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Weston-super-Mare  Orand    Pier    Bill  I 
[Lords].  Reported,  without  Amendment  J ' 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    Bill  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

New    Zealand  Loan   and    Mercantile ' 
Agency  Company  Bill  [Lords].    Reported, 
withont    Amendment;     Report    to     lie 
upon  the   Table.    Bill  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Commons  (Regulation  of  Ozshott 
Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Cobham,  Surrey, 
and  Regulation  of  Merrow  Downs,  in  the 
parish  of  Merrow,  Surrey).  Report  from 
the  Select  Committee,  with  Minutes  of  i 
Evidence  relative  thereto,  brought  up,  I 
and  read.  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  137.] 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS.  ' 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
'*  An  Act  for  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Barnard  Castle  Gas  Com- 
pany."  [Barnard  Castle  Oas  Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  in- 
corporate the  Preston  and  Blackburn 
Tramways  Company,  and  to  empower 
that  Company  to  make  and  maintain  a 
tramway  and  other  works;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [Preston  and  Blackburn 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
authorise  the  Corporation  of  Chesterfield 
to  construct  and  work  tramways ;  to 
execute  further  street  works  and  improve- 
ments; to  excend  their  area  for  the 
supply  of  electricity ;  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  improvement,  local 
government,  and  health  of  the  borough  | 
of  Chesterfield;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Chesterfield  Corporation  (Tramways  and 
Improvements)  Bill  [Lords.] 

Barnard     Castle     Cas    Bill    [Lords];  ' 
Preston  and   Blackburn  Tramways  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Chesterfield  Coiporation  ( Tram- 
ways and   Improvements)  Bill   [liords]. 
Read  the  first  time ;   and  referred  to  the  | 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


That  the  parties  promoting  the  Strabane, 
Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Railway  Bill  had 
stated  that  the  evidence  of  (George 
Edmund  Shanahan,  assistant  secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Ireland,  was 
essential  to  their  case ;  and,  it  having 
been  proved  that  his  attendance  could 
not  be  procured  without  the  intervention 
of  the  House,  he  had  been  instructed  to 
move  that  the  said  Qeorge  Edmund 
Shanahan  do  attend  the  said  Committee 
on  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of 
the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  George  Edmund 
Shanahan  do  attend  the  Committee  on 
Group  No.  7  of  Railway  Billa  on  Tuesdaj 
next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 


PETITIONS. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  (LONDON)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Islington,  against  (pray- 
ing to  be  heard  by  counsel) ;  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

INCOME  TAX  AND  INHABITED  HOUSE 
DUTY. 

Two  Petitions  from  London^  for  altera- 
tion of  Law;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Chester;  Laurieston;  Ipswich; 
Leamington ;  Glasgow ;  Kingsland ; 
Allonby ;  Carlisle ;  Barrow  -  on  -  Soar ; 
Crossgar;  Prees;  Seaham  Harbour; 
GloBsop  (two);  Leek;  Penybont;  CricUc- 
wood;  Church;  and  Norwich;  to  lie 
'  upon  the  Table. 

RE- VACCINATION  BILL 

Petition  from  Hanley,  in  favour;  to  lier 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL. 

Petitions  against;  from  Swansea; 
Great  Grimsby;  Loughborough;  and 
Harlesden ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 


RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  No.  7).  VACCINATION  ACTS. 

Mr.  Kearlet  reported  from  the  Com-       Petition  from  Reading,  for  repeal ;  to 
inittee  on  Group  No.  7  of  Railway  Bills ;    he  upon  the  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


WELLINGTON  COLLEGE. 

Copy    presented,  of    Report  of    the  { 
Grovemors  of  Wellington  College  for  the 
year  ending  dlst  December,  1903,  with 
Accounts  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

POLLING    DISTRICTS     (BOROUGH     OF 
WALSALL). 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  the 
Council  of  the  Borough  of  Walsall,  alter- 
ing certain  Polling  Districts  in  the 
Borough  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council  of 
21st  April,  1904,  approving  Bye-Laws 
made  by  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour 
Board,  with  respect  to  the  contribution 
to  be  made  towards  the  pilotage  funds  of 
the  Liverpool  district  by  the  masters  and 
mates  of  vessels  holding  pibtage  certi-  | 
ficates  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE    (FOREIGN   COUNTRIES    AND    \ 
BRITISH  POSSESSIONS).  j 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Statement 
of  the  Trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  : 
Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  t 
for  1903.    Volume  I.  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

COMMERCIAL     INTELLIGENCE     COM- 
MITTEE. 

Copy    presented,   of    Report   to    the ' 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  Advisory  Com-  j 
mittee  on  Commercial  Intelligence  with 
reference  to  their  Proceedings  [by  Com-  ! 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAYS  (CERTIFICATES)  (LONDON 
AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY). 

Copy  presented,  of  Draft  Certificate  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  authorising  the 
London  and  South  Western  Railway 
Conrpany  to  raise  additional  Capital  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  FACILITIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
between  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  and  the  Railway  Companies  in 


I  Oreat  Britain  as  to  the  Carriage  of  Agri- 
'  cultural  Produce  and  Requisites ;  with 
'  Appendices  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
,  the  Table. 


FLEETS     (GRE\T     BRITAIN     AND 
FOREIGN  COUNTRIES). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  28th  March;  Sir  Charles  Dilke] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  136.] 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


I  Pay  of  Oustoins— Watchers. 

'     Captain     NORTON     (Newington, 

]  W.) :    To   ask    the     Secretary  to    the 

I  Treasury  whether  he  can  state  the  amount 

of  annual  saving  to  the  revenue  caused 

I  by  the  institution  of  the  Customs  watcher 

in  lieu  of  the  outdoor  officer ;  and  whether 

he  will    keep  this  in   view   while   their 


memorial  is  under  consideration. 

(Ariswered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish) 
The  watchers  only  perform  part  of  the 
work  formerly  allotted  to  outdoor  officers^ 
and  the  saving  caused  by  creating  the 
new  class  cannot  therefore  be  stated.  In 
any  case,  however,  it  has  no  bearing 
upon  the  question  of  the  adequacy  of  the 
pay  of  the  watchers. 

Poor  Prisoners  Defence  Act— Rules. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
the  rules  under  the  Poor  Prisoners  De- 
fence Act,  1903,  the  draft  of  which  was 
laid  upon  the  Table  on  the  11th  of 
February  last,  have  been  made ;  and,  if 
not,  what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
'  Douglas.)  These  rules  will  be  made  by 
the  Attorney-General;  but  I  may,  per- 
haps, explain  that,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  the  rules  cannot 
be  finally  settled  until  they  have  lain  in 
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for  not  less  than  forty  days  upon  which 
such  House  has  sat. 

Postal  Arrangements  at  Bathdangan, 
County  Wicklow. 

Mk.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.):  To  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  present 
postal  arrangements  at  Rathdangan, 
county  Wicklow,  admit  of  only  one  de- 
livery of  letters  weekly  in  the  districts  of 
Slievenamdre,  Blackrock,Bamamelia,and 
Carrignameil ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say 
whether  he  could  make  arrangements  to 
have  a  daily  or  a  three  days  a  week 
delivery  in  these  places  ;  and  whether  he 
could  extend  the  time  of  keeping  open 
the  Rathdangan  post  office  on  Sundays 


Carriage  of  Goods— Liability  of  ShippisK 
Companies. 

Mb.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  result  to 
merchants  and  traders  of  the  operation 
of  the  clauses  habitually  inserted  by 
shipping  companies  having  the  command 
of  great  Unes  of  communications  in  their 
bills  of  lading  and  other  shipping  docu- 
ments, whereby  such  companies  shall  be 
reheved  from  liability  for  loss  or  damage 
arising  from  such  companies'  negligence 
in  handling  goods  carried  by  them ;  and» 
if  so,  if  he  would  take  into  consideration 
the  desirability  of  initiating  legislation 
in  this  country  on  the  lines  of  the  statute 
passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  known  as  the  Harter  Act, 


from  ten  to  twelve  o'clock,  instead  of  |  whereby  such  clauses  are  declared  null 
from  eleven  to  noon,  the  latter  being  the  i  and  void,  and  whereby  any  person  con- 
present  practice  of  the  Rathdangan  office.  I  travening  the  said  statute  is  liable  to  a 

penalty  of  2,000  dollars. 

{Anstoered  by  Lotd  Stanley,)     Inquiry 

Fhall  be  made  in  regard  to    the  postal        ,  .  ^-l    %m    ^      i j  »  ».       x     «« 

arrangementa  of  the  places  near  Rath-        UnffceredbyMr.GerMB<Jtowr.)M7 

dangan  referred  to  by  thehon.  Member,    f Mention  has  frequently  been  caUed  to 

and  the  result  shall  be  communicated  to  ^^f.  "^«'*'°?  "^  ^'^.''^  4?"«  "^  "^^'^ 
j^jjjj  rehevmg  shipowners  m  certain  cases  from 

liability  in  respect  of  goods  carried  on 
board  their  vessels.  The  question  of 
such  provisions  being  inserted  in  bills  of 
lading  seems  to  me  to  be  one  which 
should  be  settled  between  the  parties 
interested,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  intro- 
duce legislation  in  the  direction  suggested. 


Post  Office— Money  found  on  Public 
Connters. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  sorting  clerk  at  Glasgow  found  a 
sum  of  money  on  the  public  counter  in 
the  Stock  Exchange  branch  post  office  ; 
that  the  clerk  handed  the  money  to  the 
postmaster  in  trust  for  the  owner ;  that, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  year,  the  owner  not 
having  claimed  it,  one-third  of  the  money 
was  given  to  the  clerk  who  had  found  it, 
the  postmaster  informing  him  that  the 
remaining  two- thirds  was  retained  by  the  i  manufacture  during  the  last  financial 
Department ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  I  year ;  and  whether  he  can  state  the 
state  to  what  fund  or  purpose  the  two-  amount  imported  of  foreign  manufacture 
thirds  portion  has  been  credited.  in  the  same  period. 


Consumption  of  British  and  Forei^-made 
Cigarettes. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  can  estimate  the 
consumption    of    cigarettes  of    British 


{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The  facts 
of  the  case  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  are  correctly  described  in  his  Ques- 
tion. The  regular  procedure  in  such 
cases  was  followed,  and  two- thirds  of  the 
money  found  has  been  credited  to  Ap- 
propriations in  aid  of  the  Post  Office  Vote. 


I  {Anstoered  by  Mr  Auden  Chamberlain,) 
'  The  quantity  of  foreign  manufactured 
'  cigarettes  imported  into  the  United 
i  Kingdom  in  the  financial  year  1903-4 
'  was  510,965  lbs.  There  are  no  means  of 
I  estimating  the  consumption  of  cigarettes 
I  of  British  manufacture. 
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To 


ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he 
will  state  the  detaib  of  the  yield  of 
indirect  and  direct  taxes  for  the  financial 
years  1893-4,  1898-9,  and  1903-4;  and 
if  he  will  ako  state  the  yield  of  each  tax 


in  the  financial  year  1903-4,  if  levied  at 
the  rate  at  which  the  respective  taxes 
were  levied  in  the  financial  year  1898-9. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,) 
The  figures  asked  for  in  the  first  part  of 
the  Question  are  as  follows  : — 


Revenue  from  Taxes. 

Proportion  per  cent. 

Indirect. 

Direct. 

Indirect. 

Direct 

1893-4 

1898-9 

*1903-4 

£ 
45,790,000 

51,816,000 

64,233,000 

£ 
36,944,000 

48,224,000 

62,862,000 

65-3 
51-8 
50-5 

44-7 
48-2 
49-5 

It  is  impossible  to  state  what  would  have 
•  been   the  yield   of    the  dilEerent  taxes 
levied  in  1903-4  if  they  had  been  levied 
at  the  same  rates  as  in  1898-9. 

Tram  Oar  Llcdncas  in  Dablin. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
^reen)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he 
will  say  whether  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
carriage  revenue  in  the  Dublin  metro-  i 
politan  revenue  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March  last,  the  tram  licence  duty  is 
included  in  the  amount  of  £1,040  for 
stage  carriage  licences. 

{Answered   by  Mr.   Wyndham.)     Yes, 
Sir. 

Army  Begnlations  in  Canada* 
Sir  CHARLE3  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean):  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  stated  by  the 
Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence  in  the 
Dominion  House  of  Commons  on  17th 
March  that  the  King's  Regulations  are 
part  of  the  law  of  Canada,  and  to  his 
proposak  in  the  Militia  Bill  to  replace 
that  provision  by  Section  79,  to  the  effect 
that  the  Army  Act  for  the  time  being  in 
force  in  the  United  Kingdom  shall  apply 
to  all  members  of  the  Canadian  Militia, 
oot  only  on  service  but  under  drill  or  on 
ranges,  or  in  armouries,  or  at  parades 
•even    as  spectators,    he   will    offer    to 

*  Based  oa  Exchequer  receipts,  and  excluding 
coaL 


provide  the  Dominion  with  annually 
printed  copies  of  the  Act  at  the  charge  of 
the  Dominion. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Arndd-Farster.) 
The  Colonial  Office  send  annually  copies 
of  all  Imperial  Acts  to  Canada  as  well  as 
to  all  other  colonies.  Should  additional 
copies  of  the  Army  Act  be  required,  no 
doubt  arrangements  could  be  made  for 
supplying  them. 


TRADE  UNIONS  AND  TRADES 
DISPUTES  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

*Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland),  in  moving  the  Second  Reading, 
said  he  made  no  excuse  for  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  House.  It  was  one  of 
considerable  importance  to  his  con- 
stituents, a  large  mining  and  industrial 
community,  whose  industrial  welfare 
was  largely  bound  up  in  the  strength  and 
soundness  of  their  trade  union  organisa- 
tions. The  position  of  those  organisations 
had  become  so  critical  that  the  state  of 
the  law  urgently  demanded  the  attention 
of  Parliament.  Last  year  the  Bill  was 
opposed  on  the  ground  that  a  Royal 
Commission  was  not  sitting ;  this  year 
the  primary  objection  would  probably 
be  tal^eu  that  it  was  premature  to  deal 
with  the  subject  because  a  Royal  Com- 
mission was  sitting.  The  political  arena 
was  blockaded  with  Royal  Commissions ; 
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they  were  as  thick  as  submarine  mines 
at  Port  Arthur ;  and  the  ship  of  State 
could  not  move  in  any  direction  without 
knocking  against  one  or  other  of  them. 
There  was  always  the  hope  that  an 
explosion  would  shatter  any  project  of 
Idgislation.  Several  Reports  had  been 
waited  for  and  heard.  A  good  many 
explosions  had  occurred  amongst  the 
vessels  which  the  Government  decked 
out  so  gaily  at  the  general  elections  of 
1895  and  1900.  Old-age  pensions  had 
been  blown  sky-high;  local  taxation, 
temperance,  Port  of  London,  and  other 
important  matters  were  stranded  on  the 
mud  banks;  and  even  agriculture  lay  a 
helpless  prey  to  undersized  flat  fish.  If 
the  Government  had  desired  that  this 
particular  Royal  Commbsion  should 
carry  due  weight,  they  would  have  done 
well  to  appoint  upon  it  some  more  direct 
representation  of  those  most  immediately 
concerned.  But  nobody  believed  that 
the  Commission  was  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  to 
deal  with  the  subject  by  legislation.  It 
was  appointed  as  the  result  of  a  debate 
last  year,  and  the  suggestion  of  a  Royal 
Commission  possibly  enabled  certain 
Members  to  escape  from  the  difficulty  in 
which  they  found  themselves.  The 
position  was  sufficiently  serious.  The 
law  on  the  questions  of  picketing  and 
conspiracy  was  in  a  state  of  chaos, 
and  the  stattis  of  trade  unions  had 
been  so  profoundly  affected  by  recent 
interpretations  of  the  Courts  that  their 
very  existence  was  threatened,  if  not 
endangered. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to 
restore  the  law  to  what  Parliament 
deliberately  intended  it  to  be  in  1875,  and 
what  it  was  understood  to  be  prior  to  the 
decisions  to  which  he  had  referred.  The 
Bill  laid  down  in  plain  and  simple 
language  the  broad  principle  on  which 
it  was  desired  that  the  present  law  should 
be  defined  and  amended,  and  it  was  with 
the  broad  principle  alone  the  House  was 
concerned  on  the  Second  Reading.  As 
regarded  picketing,  he  held  that  it  was 
unwise  and  dangerous  to  disable  workmen 
from  using  peaceful  methods  of  conduct- 
ing a  strike  effectively.  It  was  a  short- 
sighted and  a  one-sided  policy  to  allow 
law  to  prohibit  or  hinder  peaceful 
persuasion,  as  men  were  thereby  almost 
incited  to  defy   an  unjust  law  and  to 

Mr.  Panlton. 


resort  to  methods  of  t^rorism.  He 
hated  terrorism  and  desired  to  remove 
every  inducement  to  make  use  of  it. 
The  law  should  be  made  equal  as  between 
man  and  man,  employer  and  employed  ; 
and  then  workmen  would  be  the  first  to 
support  the  enforcement  of  penalties  and 

Eunishment  upon  those  who  broke  it. 
1  the  present  state  of  the  law,  no  lawyer 
could  define  what  would  or  would  not 
constitute  conspiracy.  It  almost  appeared 
to  be  anything  that  a  Judge  oisliked. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  to  absolve 
a  person  from  the  consequences  of  a  crimir 
nal  act,  or  to  prevent  the  police  from 
dealing  with  disorderly  conduct  on  the 
part  either  of  individuals  or  of  a  crowd. 
Doubtless  the  judgment  in  the''  Quion 
V.  Leatham  "  case  would  be  quoted  to  the 
effect  that  many  men  might  coerce  where 
one  could  not,but  tomakenumbersthe  test 
would  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  right 
of  combination.  Trade  unionists  held 
the  law  to  be  unfair  in  that  it  afforded  to 
employers  in  strikes  and  lock-outs  rights 
which  were  denied  to  workmen.  But 
the  real  crux  of  the  matter  lay  in  the 
pecuniary  liability.  The  clause  dealing 
with  that  point  excited  alarm  and  con- 
sternation in  some  quarters,  and  doubtlese 
the  Lord  Chancellor  would  regard  the 
mere  proposal  as  an  outrage  for  which 
perpetual  imprisonment  in  the 
Clock  Tower  would  be  a  mild  and 
insufficient  punishment;  but  as  it 
merely  sought  to  restore  the  law 
to  what  it  was  intended  and  believed  to 
be,  it  was  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  a 
conservative  measure,  and  should  be  re* 
garded  by  hon.  Members  opposite  as  snob. 
Trade  unions  were  now  in  danger  of 
overwhelming  attacks  upon  their  funds, 
and  that  danger  was  welcomed  by  many 
who  in  their  hearts  would  like  to  see 
trade  unionism  swept  out  of  existence. 

Some  people  were  imbued  with  the  delu- 
sion that  trade  union  funds  were  for  the 
most  part  employed  in  promoting  or  con- 
ducting strikes.  That  nothing  could  be 
farther  from  the  truth  was  shown  by  the 
Board  of  Trade's  Returns  for  the  last  avail- 
able year,  which  set  out  that,  taking  100  of 
the  principal  trade  unions  in  the  country, 

I  out  of  a  total  expenditure  of  £l,655;O0O,. 

'  £1,072,000  was  spent  on  benefit  grants, 
payment  of  sickness,  accident,  superannua* 
tion  allowances,  funeral  expenses,  and 
unemployed  relief ;  while  not  more  than 
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one-sixteentb,  or  £200,000,  was  spent  on 
disputes.  These  figures  afforded  the 
strongest  argument,  first  against  the 
notion  that  trade  union  funds  were 
mainly  used  to  promote  strife;  and, 
eecondlj,  in  favour  of  the  demand  for 
the  safeguarding  of  their  property.  In 
opposing  this  Bill  were  hon.  Members 
applying  their  doctrine  of  the  rights  of 
property  quite  fairly?  He  would  not 
pause  to  ask  whether  this  money  was 
spent  more  for  the  moral,  social,  and 
material  welfare  of  the  nation  than  the 
£150,000,000  spent  on  drink;  but  hon. 
Members  who  were  deaf  to  the  demand 
for  the  safeguarding  of  trade  union  funds 
eagerly  responded  to  the  cry  of  the 
liquor  trade  for  protection  of  their 
property  and  for  the  virtual  endowment 
of  a  vast  and  wealthy  monopoly.  It 
might  be  said  that  the  action  of  the  Party 
to  which  he  belonged  was  equally  incon- 
sistent in  the  two  cases,  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  whereas  the  Conserva- 
tives sought  to  uphold  inequality  of  treat 


Mr.  JOHNSON  (Gateshead)  im 
seconding  the  Motion,  said  the  hon.. 
Member  for  Bishop  Auckland  had  ex- 
actly expressed  the  views  of  Labour 
Members,  in  repudiating  the  idea  that 
the  object  of  trade  unions  was  to  pro- 
mote strikes.  The  great  object  of  com- 
bination was  to  secure  by  reasonable  and 
lawful  means  such  a  condition  of  existence: 
for  the  workers  as  would  conduce  to  a^ 
truly  human  life.  This  Bill  was  caused' 
by  the  recent  decisions  of  the  Courts. 
He  did  not  say  that  those  decisions- 
were  not  accurate,  but  trade  imions 
undoubtedly  believed  there  was  a  great: 
difference  between  the  findings  of  the^ 
Judges  and  the  opinion  of  the  workers,  a^ 
fact  which  gave  colour  to  the  assertion 
that  one's  opinion  did  depend  a  great 
deal  on  the  side  of  the  shield  from  which 
one's  observation  was  taken.  The  recent^ 
interpretation  had  had  a  detrimental, 
if  not  a  destructive,  effect  on  the  whole- 
character  of  the  movement.  It  was  all 
very  well  to  say  that  strikes  were  legaU 


raent  in  favour  of  the  wealthier  portion  of   but  if   they  were  so    hemmed    in    by 

the  community,  their  opponents  sought  to 

lessen  the  inequality  by  affording  just  and 

reasonable  safeguards  to  the  property  of 

workmen. 


He  hoped  the  rumour  was  true  that  the 
Government  intended  to  leave  the  matter 
an  open  question.  Trade  unions  and 
workmen  sometimes  did  foolish  things ;  so 
did  Governments.  But  the  fact  had  to  be 
faced  that  organised  labour  was  daily 
gaining  more  and  more  of  the  influence  and 
political  power  to  which  it  was  justly 
entitled.  Was  it  not  better  frankly 
to  recognise  that  the  best — indeed,  the 
only — way  to  teach  men  the  wise  use  of 
political  power  was  to  imbue  them  with 
a  sense  of  responsibility?  Would  that 
he  could  adequately  impress  upon  the 
House  the  fact  that  the  first  desire  and 
the  greatest  interest  of  trade  unions  was 
t;hQ  maintenance  of  industrial  peace !  | 
He  urged  the  House  to  entrust  them  , 


restrictions  as  to  be  rendered  abortive- 
in  effect,  there  was  not  much  to  be^ 
gained  from  such  legality.  Did  the* 
Government  not  realise  that  the  inter- 
pretation which  had  been  placed  upon* 
the  law  bore  hardly  upon  the  workmen  ? 
The  (Jovemment  appointed  a  Royal 
Commission  and  the  hon.  Member  who* 
had  preceded  him  said  it  was  a  very 
convenient  thing  to  appoint  a  Royal' 
Commission  because  it  was  an  easy  way 
of  shelving  most  urgent  questions.  As 
trade  unionists  they  had  refused  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  that  Commission, 
because  of  its  composition.  He  did  not 
impugn  the  intelligence  or  the  honour  of 
the  gentlemen  forming  that  Commission,, 
but  in  order  to  secure  the  confidence  of 
the  workmen  there  should  have  been  on 
that  Commission  a  representative  of  the 
trade  imions.  Consequently  trader 
unionists  had  refused  absolutely  to  attendl 
the  inquiry. 

He  thought  the  House  ought  to  ber 


with  the  duty  of  maintaining  that 
peace,  and  to  endeavour  to  remove  any  very  chary  of  interfering  with  the  use- 
rankUng  feeling  of  injustice  which  at  fulness  of  trade  unions.  Trade  union 
present  existed.  If  that  were  done,  all  funds  were  not  subscribed  mainly  or 
experience  showed  that  the  confidence  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  trade  disputes, 
would  not  be  misplaced,  and  with  that  but  a  great  part  was  devoted  to* 
earnest  conviction  he  begged  to  move  '  benevolent  and  other  objects.  He  had 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.  '  the  figures  of  100  of  the  principal  trade 
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unions  from  1901.  Their  income  that 
year  was  ^2,061,501  and  their  expendi- 
tore  £1,655,635.  That  was  an  enormous 
income  and  expenditure,  but  he  asked 
the  House  to  examine  how  that  expendi- 
ture was  made  up.  They  paid  to  the 
unemployed  £325,866;  for  sickness  and 
accident  £344,834;  for  superannuation 
l>enefits,  £202,952  ;  funeral  benefits, 
£98,815;  grants  £99,805;  and  for  work- 
ing expenses  £378,846.  What  be  wished 
the  House  to  note  was  that  in  that  time 
{or  disputes  there  was  paid  £204,517 
•only,  which  clearly  indicated  to  any 
reasonable  man  that  the  danger  which 
many  hon.  Members  entertained  with 
respect  to  trade  unions  was  absolutely 
iallacious  when  they  considered  their 
great  benevolent  objects  and  purposes. 
He  would  give  a  few  figures  of  the  society 
to  which  he  belonged,  which  would  show 
that  they  were  not  extravagant  in  their 
strike  proclivities,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
took  every  precaution  to  see  that 
their  disputes  were  legitimate  and 
legal.  He  was  not  going  to  repudiate 
strikes  altogether,  because  he  believed 
that  there  were  times  when  an  individual 
had  to  take  ofE  his  coat  to  fight  just  as 
it  was  honourable  sometimes  to  go  to  war, 
towever  much  they  might  deplore  it. 
As  with  individuals  and  with  nations, 
there  were  times  when  men  would  strike 
before  they  would  submit  to  dishonour, 
and  strike  with  a  vengeance,  to  maintain 
their  rights  and  the  rights  of  their 
fellows.  So  far  as  the  responsible  trade 
unions  of  this  country  wore  concerned, 
they  were  disposed  to  use  every  legiti- 
mate means  in  their  power  to  settle 
grievances  amicably  rather  than  resort  to 
strikes.  Take,  for  example,  the  Durham 
Miners  Association  with  which  he  was 
connected.  For  the  year  1902-3  their 
income  was  £109,736.  He  would  give 
a  few  of  the  items  of  expenditure.  They 
paid  for  the  death  benefits  £4,819;  for 
sickness  and  accidents  £40,015 ;  breakage 
of  machinery  £1,049;  and  relief  allow- 
ances for  men  out  of  work  through  de- 
pression of  trade  £5,935.  What  he 
wished  to  impress  upon  the  House  was 
that  in  that  year,  in  face  of  all  the 
danger  apprehended  by  hon.  Members 
of  the  House  and  by  those  outside  the 
House,  with  respect  to  strikes  and  lock- 
outs they  only  paid  for  strikes  £5  10s. 
He  thought  those  figures  were  very  con- 
Mr.  Johnson, 


i  elusive,  and  therefore  he  asked  the 
!  House  to  be  very  careful  in  its   inter- 

ferenpe  with  trade  unipns,  lest  they 
{  destroyed  their  effective  usefulness,  not 

as  a  striking  machine,  but  as  an  orgaxii- 
I  sation    to  help   their    fellow    workmen 

who  were  out  of  employment  in  order  to 
I  keep  them  out  of  the  workhouse.    Trade 

unions  existed    largely    for    benevolent 

purposes,  and  by  undue  interference  thero 

was  a  danger  that  the  House  might 
!  destroy  and  frustrate  their  efforts   and 

make  it  impossible  for  workmen  to 
j  put  their    pence    together    to    provide 

old-age  and  superannuation  allowances 
I  for  their  declining  years,  in  order  that 
I  they  might  have  an  honourable  old  age, 
I  and  look  back  upon  their  past  life  with 
I  the  reflection  of  having  done  the  best 
I  they  could. 

What  did  this  BUI  ask  fori  Thev 
asked  to  be  placed  upon  an  equality 
with  the  employers  in  regard  to  persuad- 
ing men  to  abstain  from  working  just  the 
same  as  employers  had  the  power  to 
persuade  men  to  work  during  a  strike. 
He  thought  that  was  only  fiir.     They 

'  were  asking  for    nothing  unreasonable. 

I  If  there  happened  to  be  a  strike  they 
ought  to  have  the  same  privilege  as  the 

i  employers,  and  when  men  came  to  a 
place  where  there  was  a  strike  they  ought 

!  to  have  the  privilege  of  indicating  to 

I  them  that  they  were  doing  a  wrong  thing 
by  offering  to  take  the  places  of  the  men 

I  on  strike.  He  thought  that  was  quite 
fair,  because  the  employers  had  that 
privilege,  whilst  the  workmen,   if  they 

!  assembled  together,  must  not  say  any- 
thing, and  yet  the  employers  could  go  to 
the  free-labour  party  and  by  persuasions 

I  and  inducements  get  men  to  "blackleg" 

I  and  take  the  place  of  the  men  on  strike. 
That  was  not  fair,  for  what  was  sauce  for 

I  the  goose  was  sauce  for  the  gander.      In 

'  Clause  2  they  did  not  ask  that  the  men 
should  do  a  criminal  act,  but  that  they 

'  should  have  power  to  act  in  combination. 
The  whole  opposition  to  this  Bill  was 
that  trade   unions   wanted  to  do  some- 

'  thing  illegal  and  criminal.     On  behalf  of 

•  trade  unions  he  wished  to  say  that  they 
were  men  of  honour  apd  would  deprecate 
most  strongly  any  criminal  acts,  and  they 
were  not  asking  to  have  criminal  acts 
legalised  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  their 
ends  in  a  strike.  Tlley  were  claiming 
that  if  it  was  legitimate  for  one  man  to 
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do  a  certain  thing  it  should  be  made 
legitimate  Jor  two  or  ten  men  to  do  the 
same  thing,  and  he  hoped  the  House  of 
Commons  would  show  its  sense  of  justice 
to  the  workmen  by  giving  them  this 
opportunity  of  combining.  The  third 
clause  sought  to  guard  trades  union 
funds.  Because  an  indiscreet  individual 
illegally  gave  a  certain  order  in  an 
impulsive  manner,  why  should  the  whole 
trade  union  funds  be  liable  and  why 
should  trade  unions  be  mulcted  in 
damages  because  of  the  foolishness  of 
some  rash  individual  ?  They  were  not 
afraid  of  being  answerable  for  their  acts  in 
a  proper,constitutional  way,  and  he  for  one 
would  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  give 
advice  that  would  lead  to  a  criminal 
breach  of  the  law.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  take  into  consideration  the  points 
he  had  indicated. 

What  were  the  objections  which  the 
owners  had  to  this  Bill?  The  primary 
objection  was  the  fear  of  the  power  of 
the  trade  unions  to  combine.  He  had 
received  an  admonition  from  a  gentle- 
man in  his  district,  who  said — 

"  Tbe  effect  of  these  alterations  would  be  to 
enormously  extend  the  powers  of  trade  unions 
to  interfere  with  the  liberty  of  persons  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legal  rights,  and  would  place 
these  unions  in  a  position  to  use  such  extended 
powers  without  responsibility  for  any  evil  con- 
sequences, or  for  the  loss  and  damage  caused  to 
the  business  of  the  employers,  or  to  those 
workpeople  who  may  not  be  in  agreement  with 
the  unions." 

That  statement,  in  his  judgment,  ought 
not  to  have  come  from  the  district  from 
which  it  emanated.  He  was  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  district  from  which 
that  document  6ame,  in  the  North  of 
England,  and  he  denied  that  they  had 
ever  taken  a  course  of  action  officially 
that  would  make  such  a  state  of  things 
possible.  They  had  frequently  done  the 
opposite,  for  when  the  men  had  done  any- 
thing illegal  they  had  advised  them  to 
undo  it.  When  a  trade  union  broke  the 
law  and  appealed  to  them  for  strike  pay 
they  refused  to  grant  it,  simply  because 
they  had  taken  an  illegal  course  of  action. 
The  last  objection  he  would  deal  with 
was-  that  of  intimidation.  He  would  like 
to  ask  hon.  Members  who  were  the  chief 
ofEenders  under  this  head?  Not  the 
workmen.  Workmen  were  human  like 
other  people,  and  might  sometimes  take 
rash  courses  of  action   which  were  to  be 


deprecated,  but  nine-tenths  of  the  intimi* 
dation  came  from  the  employers'  side^ 
He  could  give  case  after  case  where,  not 
for  peaceful  persuasion  of  workmen  to  do- 
a  certain  action  in  itself  largely  innocent,  a^ 
workman  and  received  his  notice — osten- 
sibly for  that,  though  really  because  he  was- 
a  member  of  a  trade  union.  There  were 
other  cases  in  which  men  had  been  dis- 
charged because  their  children  had  left 
an  employer  for  the  purpose  of  bettering^ 
their  condition  elsewhere.  He  knew  a» 
case  of  a  man  who  sent  his  boy  to  work 
in  a  co-operative  society,  having  a  desire 
to  get  him  out  of  the  pit.  What  did  the 
manager  of  the  colliery  do  1  He  did  not- 
go  and  peacefully  persuade  tbe  father,  but 
gave  him  notice  and  sent  him  about 
his  business.  Cases  might  be  multiplied, 
to  any  extent  of  the  intolerance  and 
intimidation  practised  upon  workmen. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  give  the  Bill 
a  Second  Reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second, 
time." 

Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire,. 
Newton),  in  moving  the  rejection  of  th©^ 
Bill,  said  he  was  rather  surprised  at  the 
observation  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bishop  Auckland  that  this  was  a  Bill 
to  restore  the  law ;  it  was  a  proposal,  not 
to  restore  the  law,  but  to  very  much  alter 
it.  He  represented  most  of  his  friends- 
on  that  side  of  the  House  when  he  said 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  desire  on. 
their  part  to  interfere  with  the  usefulness 
of  trade  unions;  their  wish  was  to  protect, 
as  they  believed  the  present  law  did  pro- 
tect, the  property  of  the  workmen,  and  to- 
see  that  their  property  and  the  property 
of  the  rich  were  on  the  same  basis  and  had 
the  same  protection ;  their  desire  was  to- 
uphold  the  law  for  they  believed  it 
protected  the  liberties  of  workmen. 
They  believed  also  that  it  protected  him 
in  his  home,  on  his  way  from  his  home 
to  his  work,  and  at  his  work.  He 
disagreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Gateshead  with  regard  to  intimidation^ 
Intimidation  there  might  have  been 
in  bygone  times,  but  he  did  not 
believe  that,  generally  speaking,  there  was 
any  intimidation  now,  nor  did  he  believe 
there  was  any  more  intimidation  on  the 
part  of  masters  than  there   was  on  the- 
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^art  of  trade  unions.  There  might  be 
faults  on  both  sides,  but  it  must  have 
been  an  extreme  case  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gateshead  referred  to  where 
A  father  got  notice  of  dismissal  when 
his  son  left  the  pit  where  he  had  been 
working.  In  his  experience  as  an  em- 
gployer,  and  as  a  resident  in  a  thickly 
populated  part  of  Lancashire,  he  had 
never  heard  of  a  case  like  that,  and  he 
hoped  there  was  no  possibihty  of  such  a 
^ase  arising.  He  did  not  at  all  dispute 
the  word  of  the  hon.  Member,  but  he 
thought  these  were  events  of  the  past. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  the  present 
Act,  passed  in  1875,  and  called  the 
'Conspiracy  and  Protection  of  Property 
Act,  had  gone  through  the  usual  phases 
•of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  no  doubt  cases 
liad  been  brought  up  and  decided  in  the 
Law  Courts  in  connection  with  it,  and 
i^^hen  a  party  in  a  case  lost  he  was 
usually  not  satisfied  and  thought  the 
law  had  been  wrongly  interpreted; 
but  the  question  was  whether  the 
law  was  just,  and  whether  the  decisions 
were  just,  to  the  whole  community. 

The  object  of  the  present  Bill 
was  to  alter  the  Act  of  1875,  to 
amend  the  law  of  conspiracy,  and  to 
protect  the  funds  of  trade  unions  from 
liability.  Why  was  the  Act  of  1875 
passed,  and  what  was  its  purpose? 
Before  it  was  passed  strikes  were  con- 
ducted with  a  great  deal  of  \dolence  and 
disturbance,  and  there  were  a  great  many 
outrages.  A  Commission  sat  on  the  trade 
outrages  at  Sheffield  which  were  notorious 
at  the  time,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of 
those  riots  and  disorderly  and  un- 
principled proceedings,  and  the  way  in 
which  things  were  conducted,  that  this 
law  was  passed.  But  this  state  of  things 
he  hoped  had  passed  for  ever.  The 
t^ombination  which  brought  about  the 
strike  in  1875  was  illegal,  and  the  Act  of 
that  year  practically  made  it  possible  to 
strike  legally.  What  was  the  difference 
between  the  law  as  it  stood  and  the  law 
as  this  Bill  desired  to  alter  it.  The  pro- 
posal in  the  present  Bill  was  this — 

'*  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons 
.acting  either  on  their  own  behalf  or  on  behalf 
of  a  trade  union  or  other  association  of  indi* 
-viduals,  registered  or  unregistered,  in  contempla- 
tion of  or  dnrinflr  the  continuance  of  any  trade 
-dispute,  to  attend  for  any  of  the  following  pur- 
^poses  at  or  near  a  hoose  or  place  where  a  person 

Colonel  Pilkington. 


I  resides  or  works,  or  carries  on  his  business,  or 

'  happens  to  be— 
"(l.)    For    the   purpose    of    peacefully 

I  obtaining  or  communicating  information ; 

I  ••  (2.)  For  the  purpose  of  peacefully  per- 

suading any  person  to  work  or   abstain 
from  working." 

It  was  at  present  illegal  for  a  number  of 
persons  to  attend  at  a  colliery  or  work- 
shop, or  go  to  a  man's  house  and  intimi- 
date him;  but  under  this  Bill  it  was 
very  possible  that  in  an  exciting  time  a 
crowd  of  people  might  legally  surround 

I  a  man's  house,  and  they  all  knew  what 
pressure  could  be  put  on  a  man   by  a 

I  crowd.  He  instanced  a  case  within  his 
own  knowledge  where  a  number  of  men 
were  terrorised.    He  knew  trade  onionists 

{  in  their  hearts  and  conscience  did  not 
think  this  a  fair  thing,  and  that  it  ought 

I  to  come  to  an  end,  but  probably  it  would 
be  very  difficult  for  them  to  stop,  for 
under  the  new  Bill  it  could  be  done 
legally.  The  Judges  had  given  certain 
opinions  on   this   question   of    peaceful 

;  picketing,  and  he  would  read  the  judg- 

:  ment  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  the 

'  case  of  "  Lyons  v.  WiUdns."      He  said — 

"The  truth  was  that  to  watch  and  be^et  a 

I  man's  house  with  a  view  to  compel  him  to  do  or 

not  to  do  what  it  was  lawful  for  him  not  to 

do  or  to  do  was  wrongful  and  without  lawful 

authority  unless  Bome  reasonable  justification 

for  it  was  consistent  with  the  evidence.    Such 

conduct    interfered  with    the    ordinary   com- 

j  fort   of   human   existence    and    the   ordinary 

enjoyment    of    the    house   beset,   and    would 

support  an   action  for  nuisance  at   Common 

I  Law ;  and  proof  that  the  nuisance  was  for  the 

I  purpose  of  peacefully  persuadins:  other  peop% 

,  would  afford  no  defence  to  such  action.    People 

,  might  be  peacefully  persuaded,  provided   thaX 

the  method  employed  to  persuade  was  not  a 

nuiscinoe  to  other  people.    It  was  all  veiy  well 

to  talk  about  peaceable   persuasion,   and    to 

draw  fine  lines  between  persuasion  and  giving 

information.     The  line  mig^t  be  fine;    but  in 

this  case  there  was  no  difficulty  whatever  in 

coming  to  the  conclusion  that  what  was  done 

was  watching  and  besetting,  as   distinguished 

from  attending  in  order  merely   to  obtain  or 

communicate  information.** 

The  difference  between  the  old  law 
and  the  proposed  law  was  enormous. 
Picketing  now  could  only  be  done  by 
one  man  to  obtain  or  give  information ; 
but  under  the  proposed  new  law  any 
number  of  men  might  gather,  and  peace- 
ably persuade  if  they  could.  It  also 
legalised  not  only  a  crowd  round  a  man's 
dweUing  house,  but  a  crowd  assembling 
before  the  gates  of  a  colliery  or  a  work- 
shop.    There  was  nothing,  so  far  as  he 
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could  see,  to  stop  the  Miners  Federation, 
or  the  Aouklgamated  Society  of 
Engineers,  or  the  Railway  Servants 
Society  from  doing  this.  It  would  be 
absolutely  legal  under  the  Bill  to  put  a 
large  crowd  of  people  in  any  road 
leading  to  a  workshop  or  a  colUery.  This 
was  an  alteration  which  he  did  not 
think  ought  to  be  made,  and  he  wondered 
that  the  trade  union  leaders  had 
brought  in  this  clause.  They  had  power, 
and  he  did  not  say  they  used  that  power 
badly — ^there  were  trade  union  leaders 
in  the  House  of  whom  they  were  justly 
proud — but  he  did  not  think  they 
required  the  overwhelming  power  which 
would  be  theirs  if  the  Bill  were 
passed.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
countenance  any  change  in  the  law  in 
regard  to  peaceful  picketing.  Judge 
after  Judge  and  lawyer  after  lawyer  had 
said  that  picketing,  in  the  way  it  was 
generally  done,  was  not  legal,  and  he 
hoped  the  trade  union  leaders  would 
not  think  of  pressing  this  clause.  He 
now  came  to  Clause  2,  which  set  forth 
that— 

**  An  agreement  or  combination  by  two  or 
more  persons  to  do,  or  procure  to  be  done,  any 
act  in  contemplation  or  furtherance  of  a  trade 
dispute,  shall  not  be  ground  for  an  action  if 
such  act  when  committed  by  one  person  would 
not  be  ground  for  an  action.'* 

Well,  if  one  person  did  a  thing  it  might , 
not  amount  to  very  much,  but  where  a 
great  number  of  persons  gathered  to- 
gether to  do  the  same  thing  it  might 
form  a  strong  conspiracy  to  injure  in- 
dustry and  commerce ;  and  this  he  con- 
sidered very  objectionable.  An  eminent 
Judge  had  said  that  numerous  persons 
might  annoy  and  coerce  where  one  might 
not;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
House  ou^t  to  look  carefully  into  this 
matter.  He  admitted  the  power  of  big 
battalions,  bat  he  did  not  think  it  was 
in  the  interests  of  such  a  country  as  this 
that  the  trade  union  leaders  should 
rely  upon  physical  force.  They  ought 
to  rely  on  justice.  Such  large  organisa- 
tions as  the  Miners  Federation,  the 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers,  and 
the  Railway  Servants  Society  were  strong 
enough  to  effect  anything  they  desired 
by  legal  means,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
thati  because  they  could  not  carry  every- 
thing they  wished,  they  ought  not  to 
desire  to  make  themselves  supreme.  If  this 


Bill  became  law  there  would  arise  sooner 
or  later  a  state  of  things  under  which 
it  would  be  impossible  for  ordinary  work 
to  be  carried  on  in  ordinary  places,  and 
in  all  probability  they  would  drive  trade 
out   of    the  country.      He,   and  those 
who    agreed  with  him,  wanted   to   se.' 
things  conducted  decently  and    justly. 
They    wanted     room    for    both    small 
and  large  employers  and  both  small  and 
large  trade    unions;   but  they    did  not 
want  to  have  the  trade  of  the  coimtry 
injured  or  almost  stopped  by  the  strong 
force  of  numbers.     Did,    he  asked,  the 
trade    union    leaders    think   it    was    in 
accordance  with   their  dignity    that    a 
numerous,  powerful,  and  intelligent  body 
of  men,  having  possession  of  very  large 
funds,  should  shrink  from  the  respon- 
sibility of  their  acts  ?     Was  it  not  a  fact 
that  all  through  the  country  corporations 
were  liable  for  their  servants?      Every 
Member  of  Parliament  was  b'able  for  the 
acts  of   his   servants,   and   why  should 
trade  unions  seek  to  screen  themselves 
in  such  a  way  that  they  might  organise 
and  conduct  a  strike  and  never  put  their 
money  in  jeopardy  in  the  slightest  degree. 
He  had  been  astonished  that  the  trade 
union  leaders  refused  to  take  full  responsi- 
bility for  what  their  members  did.     Was 
that  English?  Was  it  just?  Was  it  right? 
He    was  certain   that  if  they   took    full 
responsibility  for  their  actions  they  would 
increase  their  dignity,  power,  and  useful- 
ness.   He  did  not  intend  to  quote  any 
particular  case,  but  he  would  just  like  to 
refer  to  that  of  "Quinn  v.  Leathem,"  in 
which  a  man  was  ruined  because  a  certain 
number  of    workmen  took   his    willing 
workers  from  hina  and  thereby  destroyed 
his  business.     That  was  an  exceptional 
case;    but  it  was  the  cruel   exceptions 
with  which  the  law  now  dealt.     licathem 
got  £200  damages,  and  something  more ; 
but  very  often  thousands  and  thousands 
of     pounds      were      wasted    by    these 
strikes.      Men's    wages   were   lost,   and 
\  the     employer's     profits     were     dissi- 
'  pated.      Why    should     not    the    trade 
{  unions   be  responsible    before   the  Law 
I  Courts  of  the  country  for  the  action  of 
their  members  and  take  the  consequences  ? 
The  Lord  Chancellor  had  expressed  the 
following  opinion — 

**  If  upon  these  facts  so  found  the  plaintitf 
could  have  no  remedy  against  those  who  had 
thus  injured  him,  it  could  hardly  be  said  that 
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our     jurisprudeoce    was    that  of    a  civilised 
community." 

The  law  as  it  stood  declared  that 
if  there  was  intimidation  and  if  men 
were  forced  to  leave  their  employ- 
ment and  so  ruin  themselves  and  their 
employers,  then  those  who  caused  it 
ou^t  to  pay  for  it.  They  would  not 
have  heard  of  this  Bill,  but  for  the  case 
in  which  a  railway  company  lost  many 
thousands  of  pounds  through  a  strike  of 
their  workmen,  promoted  by  the  Rail- 
way Servants  Society.  He  was  glad 
to  see  the  hon.  Member  for  Derby  in  his 
place.  Eveiy  Member  in  the  House 
respected  him ;  but  he  was  sure  he  would 
not  make  a  mistake  of  a  similar  character 
in  the  future.  When  a  great  industry 
was  attacked  by  the  trade  unions,  the 
trade  unions  ought  to  be  responsible  for 
the  consequences.  Were  the  trade 
unions  to  be  placed  in  a  position  beyond 
the  law  and  more  powerful  than  that  of 
the  Government  itself  ?  Such  ought  not  to 
be  the  case ;  and  he  would  be  very  much 
surprised  indeed  if  the  House  passed  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  which  would 
favour  the  trade  unions  and  put 
the  liberty  of  everybody  else — of  all 
workmen  who  did  not  belong  to  trade 
unions  and  of  some  who  did  belong  to 
them — in  jeopardy.  He  maintained  that, 
in  the  interest  of  the  working  men 
of  the  country,  the  House  ought  to 
stand  between  those  men  and 
the  enormous  and  powerful  combina- 
tions who  wanted  to  interfere  with  them 
in  a  wrong  way  and  prevent  them  from 
working.  The  trade  unions  had  plenty  of 
mfluence  as  it  was,  and  if  that  influence 
was  to  be  increased  and  all  restraint 
swept  aside,  he  would  like  to  ask 
where  the  interests  of  industry  and 
commerce  would  be  ?  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  legitimate  power  being  placed  in 
the  hands  of  trade  union  leaders  and 
their  societies,  but  they  had  to  see  that 
the  liberties  of  the  individual  were  not 
interfered  with  and  injured.  He  begged 
the  House  of  Commons  to  refuse  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
accordingly  moved  that  it  should  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

*SiR  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.)  said  he  sympathised  with 
the  professed  objects  of  the  measure  if  it 
went  no  further  than  to  protect  the  funds 

Cohnel  Pilkingti/iu 


the  trade  unions,  and  in  that  case  it 
would  have  had  no  warmer  supporter  in 
the  House  than  himself.    Some  time  ago 

I  he  had  an  interview  with  a  deputatioo 
of  workmen  in  regard  to  this  subject,, 
and  he  ofiered  to  introduce  a  Bill,  or  to 

'  induce  the  Government  to  bring  iA  a 

I  Bill,  to  protect  trade  union  funds.     That 

I  Bill  proposed  (1)  that  no  action  should 

I  lie  against  a  trade  union  for  damages 
in  respect  of  any  act  done  by  a  member 

I  of  the  society  which  should  be  in  con^m- 
vention  of  the  rules  of  the  society,  pro* 
vided  that  such  rules  had  always  been 
strictly  enforced  and  any  contravention 
of  them  had  been  followed  by  instant 

I  dismissal  in  the  case  of  any  official  and 
permanent  excluson  from  any  of  the 
b  nefits  of  the  society  or  participation 
in  any  of  its  funds.  (2)  That  in  the  case 
of  a  trade  union  having  a  separate  fund 
for  sick  pay  and  old-age  pensions,  such 
fund  should  not  be  liable  to  any  damage 
or  costs  which  might    be   incurred  by 

;  such  society  in  connection  with  any 
trade  dispute,  provided  that  such  fund 
were  kept  distinct  from  any  other  funds 
of  the  society  and  were  confined  entirely 
to  provision  for  death,  sick  pay,  and  old- 

*  age  pensions,  and  there  was  no  power  to 

'  apply  it  to  any  other  purpose.  (3)  That 
no  action  should  lie  against  any  trade 
union  for  any  act  done  in  furtherance  of 
any  trade  dispute  for  which  an  action 
would  not  lie  against  any  combination  of 
employers  under  like  circumstances.  The 
local  trade  union  authorities  having 
considered  these  proposals  wrote  to 
him  that  they  contained  the 
essence  of  all    they  required,  and   the 

.  gentleman  who  signed  that  letter  said  he 
had    sent    them    on  to  the  Executive 

''  Council  for  its  consideration  and  opinion. 

i  He  had,  however,  heard  no  more 
about  it,  and  he  presumed  that 
it  did  not  meet  the  views  of  tiie 
Executive  Coupcil.  He  submitted,  how- 
ever, that  it  fairly  met  every  legitimate 
grievance ;  and  he  renewed  his  offer. 
He  undertook  to  use  his  best  endeavours 
to  induce  the  €k)vernment  to  give  facilities 
for  it  to  pass  or  to  take  it  up  itself ;  and 
if  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  really  wanted 

'  no  more  than  protection  for  their  trade 
fund,  this  surely  was  an  effectual  way  of 

I  getting  it,  whereas  their  present  proceed- 
ings would  most  certainly  be  ineffectual, 
at  any  rate  for    some   time  to    come. 
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Whatever  might  be  the  result  of  the  ! 
diyisioa,  it   was  quite  certain  the  Bill  | 
could  not  b^ome  law  this  session,  and  j 
it  was  equally  certain  it  would  never  be- 
come law  without  the  assistance  and  sup- 
port of  some  Government.     He  s  ubmitted  I 
tiliat  it  was  not  only  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment  to    protect    the  funds    of    trade 
unions,  the  right  to  strike,  and  to  combine,  i 
but  also  to  maintain  the  liberty  of  non- 
onionisls  in  the  country,  w|io,  after  all. 
were  the  great  majority  of  the  working ' 
men.     These     men    ought    not   to    be 
compelled    to    join     a    strike     against 
their  will,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  join  a  trade  union  if  they  did 
not  wish  to  do  so. 

He    characterised    Clause    1    as    un- 
necessary,   because      the  present     law  | 
provided  that  attending   to    communi- 
cate information  was  no  offence,  if  one  or  | 
two   men  called  and  tried  to  persuade 
there  was  no  offence,  but  it  was  a  different  i 
thing  to  watch  and  beset  a  man's  house 
and  make  his    life  a  burden    to   him. 
Clause  2   provided  that  whatever  was 
lawful  for  one  was  lawful  for  a  thousand. 

Mr.  SHACKLETON  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe) :  Will  the  hon.  Member  put  it 
at  a  million  at  once  ? 

*SiR  ALFRED  HICKMAN  retorted 
that  they  could  put  it  at  10,000  if  they 
liked.  If  10,000  surrounded  a  man  at 
his  place  without  actual  violence  or  even 
threat,  no  man  dare  oppose  Lord 
Lindley,  in  the  case  of  "Quinnv.Lea- 
them,"  had  said — 

**  Numbers  may  amioy  and  coeroe  where  one 
may  not.  Annoyaooe  and  coercion  by  many 
may  be  so  intol^bJe  as  to  become  actionable 
and  produce  a  result  which  one  alone  could  not 
produce.'' 

The  third  clause  was,  he  thought,  a 
monstrous  proposal.  Trade  unions  had 
rights,  held  property,  and  were  recog- 
nised by  law,  and  surely  it  was  fair  that 
they  should  have  some  responsibility  for 
the  actions  of  their  authorised  agents. 
According  to  this  clause,  if  it  were  passed 
into  law,  however  violent  an  action  might 
be,  and  though  it  might  cause  enormous 
loss  to  the  employer  and  bring  ruin  on 
innocent  persons  who  wanted  to  work, 
trades  unions  would  be  in  no  way  liable. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  introduced  the 
Bill  said  it  would  be  amended  in  Com- 
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mittee,  but  he  (Sir  Alfred  Hickman)  could 
not  believe  the  House  would  confirm  the 
principle  of  such  a  proposal  as  this.  It  was 
absolutely  objectionable  and  contrary  to 
all  propriety.  He  fully  recognised  the  value 
of  trade  unions,  not  only  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  men's  interests,  but  also  for 
the  prevention  of  strikes  by  offering 
organised  representation ;  but  it  was  not 
good  for  anybody,  even  men  of  culture, 
such  as  the  Labour  Members  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  be  entrusted  with  un- 
limited power  without  responsibility; 
and  he  strongly  hoped  the  House  would 
not  leave  the  unorganised  labour 
without  protection. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  *now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  six  months'." — (Colonel  Pilkington.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now '   stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 

1  Balfoub,  Manchester,  E.) :  By  an 
ambiguity  in  our  methods  of  pro- 
cedure, a  vote  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  a  private  Member's  Bill,   especially 

.  if  that  Bill  comes  on  somewhat  late  in 
the  session,  may  be  taken  either  to  imply 
full  assent  to  all  the  proposals  in  the  Bill, 
or  simply  to  be  an  abstract  expression  of 
opinion  that  the  subject  is  one  which 
deserves  the  attention  of  the  House.     I 

I  do  not  mean  to  raise  any  objection  to 

I  any  hon.  Member  who  gives  his  support 
to  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  on  the 
second  of  these  grounds  rather  than  the 

I  first ;  but,  personally,  I  find  myself  pre- 
cluded from  taking  that  course.  Of  the 
general  objects  at  which  the  Bill  aims, 
as  explained  by  the  hon.  G^entleman,  I 
have  no  complaint  to  make.  My  diffi- 
culty is  as  to  touching  a  question  which 

I  will  have    effects   far   outside    the  ap- 

I  parently  limited  scope  or  intentions  of 
those  who  have  introduced  the  Bill,  and 
to  accepting  those  principles  without  a 
preliminary  examination  into  one  of  the 
most  complicated  branches  of  our  civil 

I  life.  Last  year  I  expressed  opmions 
pretty  much  of  the  same  character,  and 
suggested  that  a  Commission  should  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject. 
Two  criticisms  have  been  passed  on  my 
2  L 
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proceeding — in  the  first  place,  that  it  was 
intended,  or  possibly  intended,  to  shelve 
the  question  for  an  indefinite  period ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  that  it  was  not  a 
Commission  that  had  really  earned  the 
confidence  of  the  trade  unions,  because 
there  was  no  trade  union  member  upon  it. 
I  think  those  two  suggestions  are  incon- 
sistent one  with  the  other.  I  had  two 
courses  before  me  with  regard  to  this 
question.  I  could  either  appoint  a  small 
Commission  which  would  deal  with 
relative  rapidity  with  the  subject,  but 
could  not  profess  to  represent  every 
interest,  or  I  might  have  proceeded  by 
the  other  method,  more  familiar  to  our 
practice,  and  have  had  a  large  Com- 
mission in  which  there  should  have  been 
an  attempt  te  represent  different  classes 
of  employers  and  workmen,  trade 
unionists  from  different^  parts  of  the 
country,  and  so  forth.  I  chose  the  first, 
simply  in  order  that  the  question  might 
not  be  indefinitely  shelved,  and  I  chose 
it  after  having  given  full  notice  to  the 
House  as  to  the  difficulty  in  which  I  felt 
myself  as  to  these  two  alternatives,  and 
after  having  made  such  investigations  as 
I  could  into  the  views  of  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side.  I  am  aware  that  an 
unfortunate  result  has  been  that  the 
trade  unions  have  refused  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  give  evidence  before  the 
Commission. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  And  the  textile 
employers. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  very  sorry 
that  any  class  interested  in  this  measure 
should  have  refused  to  support  a  Com- 
mission which  I  think  its  severest  critics 
will  admit  was  honestly  appointed.  I, 
personally,  feel  the  question  to  be  so 
difficult  and  deUcate,  and  touching  such 
great  public  interests  at  so  many  points, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  support  the 
Bill  until  I  have  the  information  which 
the  Commission,  hampered  as  it  is,  is 
(qualified  to  render.  I  am  sanguine  enough 
to  think  that  I  could  convince  even  those 
who  most  earnestly  support  the  measure 
that  my  course  in  this  respect  is  not  un- 
reasonable. The  mover  of  the  Second 
Readingdrewa  contrast  which  he  supposed 
to  exist  between  the  procedure  of  the 
Ctovernment  in  regard  to  the  liquor  traffic 

Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour, 


and  my  procedure  in  dealing  with  trade 
union  funds  and  disputes.  May  I  point 
out  that  my  procedure  has  been  the 
same  in  both  cases?  In  both  cases  I 
think  the  House  is  more  concerned  with 
the  broad  aspects  and  the  large  equities 
of  the  subject  than  with  the  details  of 
what  the  law  b  or  is  not  rightly  <k^ 
wrongly  supposed  to  be.  And  may 
I  remind  the  House  what  are  the 
broad  aspects  and  equities  of  this  Bill 
in  which  we  are  concerned  to-day  % 
The  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead — I  am  not 
sure  whether  it  was  his  first  speech  in 
thb  House,  but,  in  any  case,  it  was  a  very 
admirable  speech  which  has  proved  that 
we  have  in  the  House  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  labour  Members,  who  have  never, 
in  my  Parliamentary  experience,  lacked 
able  representatives  here,  and  have  prob- 
ably never  been  so  well  represented  aa 
they  are  at  this  moment — the  hon.  Mem- 
ber said  the  objection  to  this  Bill 
arose  from  a  fear  of  trade  unions,  and 
implied,  I  think,  that  it  arose  from  a 
desire  to  support  employers  agamst 
trade  unions.  I  assure  the  hon.  Member 
that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  is 
not  the  case.  I  am  not  an  employer,  but 
if  I  were,  I  think  I  should  be  able  to 
look  at  the  question  in  a  broader  spirit 
than  that  of  my  own  personal  interests 
as  an  employer.  ^ 

Let  us,  then,  consider  what  this 
Bill  does  and  what  are  the  arguments 
in  it8  favour.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Gateshead  asked  whether  it  was 
not  hard  that  union  funds  provided 
for  purposes  of  old-age  pensions,  for  the 
support  of  men  who  are  out  of  work, 
and  for  other  legitimate  and  laudable 
objects,  should  be  liable  to  seizure 
because  certain  responsible  officials  of 
trade  unions  might  have  rendered  them- 
selves and  their  societies  liable  at  law. 
In  enforcing  that  argument  he  pointed 
out  how  very  small  a  fraction  of  the  total 
of  the  trade  union  funds  was  reallv 
used  in  these  cases  of  disputes.  He  also 
!  said  that  he  thought  strikes  a  very  great 
but,  occasionally,  a  necessary  evil,  and 
compared  them — and  I  think  the  compari- 
son absolutely  just — with  national  war» 
as  being  struggles  on  which  no  one 
j  wiUingly  enters  but  into  which  everj^ 
man  who  desires  to  preserve  ggtSii 
I  interests  must  be  prepared  at^iifCes  to 
I  enter.     But  I  think  the  h'-j-u.^wntleman 
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failed  to  see  that  we  ought  eminently  to  that  a  thing  done  innocently  by  one  man 
strive  for  some  solution  of  the  difficulty  may  become  a  source  of  terrorism  if 
which  would  only  relieve  what  may  be  done  by  a  sufficient  number,  and  it  is 
called  the  benefit-society  portion  of  the  ,  quite  evident  that  this  bold  and  simple 
funds  from  a  charge  that  may  be  unex-  abolition  of  the  law  of  conspiracy  could 
pectedly  imposed  upon  it  if,  in  a  trade  dis- '  not  be  entertained  in  this  House  without 
pute,  trade  unions  are  guilty,  as  I  dare  say  ,  careful  consideration  of  it  in  all  its  bear- 
employers  are  sometimes  guilty,  of  doing  ings,  and  in  regard  not  only  to  trade 
something  beyond  the  law.  The  mere  unionists  but  to  all  classes  of  society. 
fact  that  these  funds  can  be  used,  and  That  argument  really  covers  all  I  have 
are  principally  used,  for  benefit  purposes  ;  to  say  as  to  peaceful  picketing.  I  can  see 
is  not  of  itself  sufficient  reason  for  saving  no  objection  to  peaceful  persuasion  if  it 
that  trade  unions  alone  shall  be  ex-  is  peaceful  persuasion,  but  the  difficulty 
empted  from  the  restrictions  imposed  on  j  "  " 
all  corporations  in  the  country. 


Sir  ROBERT  REID  (Dumfries 
Burghs) :  Trade  unions  are  not  corpora- 
tions. 


-  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR: 
not  law,  but  English. 


I  am  talking 


Sir  ROBERT  REED  :  I  think  that  is 
a  perfectly  gratuitous  remark,  and  that 
my  interjection  has  been  very  rudely 
received, 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Thenl;apologise 
— in  the  first  place,  because  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  rude  to  anybody,  and,  in  the  second, 
because  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  last 
man  in  the  House  to   whom  I  should  ^  __     _ 

wish  to  be  rude.  I  hope  he  is  now  satis- 1  fiberty  of  the  subject 
fied.  Do  the  trade  union  leaders,  I  ^^^^  ^^  the  whole  fcl 
would  ask,  really  desire  that  their 
societies,  even  in  so  far  as  they  are  not 
benefit  societies,  should  be  placed  in  a 
position  which  no  other  society  in  the 
country  occupies  ?  I  think  they  cannot 
help  feeling  that  the  matter  requires 
much  consideration  before  we  can  get 
over  it,  and  that  it  is  desirable  to  see 
whether  we  cannot,  before  deciding  upon 
it,  gain  assistance  from  the  gentlemen 
who  are  now  considering  the  whole 
subject. 

I  now  come  to  the  question  of  con- 
spiracy. The  hon.  Member  for  Gates- 
head really  attacked  the  whole  law 
as  it  has  been  conceived  by  British 
Judges.  He  asks  whether  it  is  not  absurd 
that  an  act  which  is  legal  if  done  by  one 
man  should  be  illegal  if  done  by  more 
than  one.  I  think  iJf  the  act  was  actu- 
ally the  same  in  the  case  of  the  one  man 
and  the  number  of  men  an  anomaly 
might  really  exist,   but  it  may  happen 


is  that,  if  too  many  people  try  peaceful 
persuasion  at  the  same  time,  the  persua- 
sion may  cease  to  be  peaceful  and  may 
become  a  nuisance  at  Common  Law.  I 
will  do  the  trade  union  leaders,  in  and 
out  of  this  House,  the  justice  to  say 
that  I  do  not  believe  they  desire  to 
terrorise  any  man.  I  believe  their  object 
is,  honestly,  peaceful  persuasion,  but  are 
they  sure  that  this  Bill  do3S  not  g> 
much  beyond  peaceful  persuasion  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word  ?  I  greatly  fear 
that  the  words,  as  they  at  present  stand, 
would  not  carry  out  what  I  believe  to 
be  the  objects  of  the  promoters  of  the 
measure,  and  we  have  no  evidence 
before  us  that  other  words  can  be  found 
— or,  at  least,  have  yet  been  found — by 
legal  ingenuity  for  preventing  what  might 
I  prove  a  serious  interference  with  the 
"I  am  convinced 
on  the  whole  the  effect  of  trades 
union  organisation  has  been  beneficial, 
and  that  it  has,  in  particular,  diminished 
terrorism — I  believe  that  unorganised 
labour  disputes  were  far  more  prolific 
in  deplorable  scenes  of  terrorism  than 
are  the  organised  efforts  made  by  able 
and  responsible  persons  ~  but,  while  I 
gladly  and  most  sincerely  pay  this  tribute 
to  the  action  of  the  trade  unions,  we 
must  remember  that,  if  we  try  to  add  to 
the  power  of  any  class  in  the  comm  unity 
by  the  methods  proposed  by  this  Bill, 
we  may  seriously  endanger  that  most 
valuable  of  our  possessions — individual 
liberty. 

In  passing  a  Bill  of  this  kind  we 
have  not  to  consider  in  the  first  place 
the  interests  of  employers  or  of  workmen, 
or  the  merits  or  demerits  of  trade  union 
action — we  have  to  consider  the  interests 
of  society  as  a  whole;  and  I  would 
earnestly  beg  the  House,  in  any  efforc 
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it  may  seriously  make  to  reform  the 
existing  law  as  to  trade  unions  and 
trade  disputes,  to  remember  the  higher 
responsibility  which  is  cast  upon  it — one 
far  exceeding  any  that  may  exist  in 
regard  to  any  particular  body  or  occupa- 
tion. It  is  because  I  am  not  able  to  see 
my  way,  in  the  absence  of  such  assistance 
as  might  have  been  derived  from  the 
Commission  appointed  last  year,  to  any 
solution  of  these  evils,  and  because  I  see 
in  the  actual  provisions  of  the  Bill  great 
risk  that  the  broad  principles  of  law 
applicable  to  all  classes  and  interests 
may  be  abrogated  by  this  measure,  and 
because  the  liberty  of  individual  citizens 
may  be  interfered  with,  that  I  think  the 
Bill  is  not  likely  to  carry  out  the  objects 
that  the  trade  union  leaders  have  in 
their  minds,  and  cannot  give  it  my 
support. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  he  was  glad 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
that  he  did  not  propose  to  ask  Ministerial 
Members  lo  vote  one  way  or  the  other  in 
regard  to  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill.  He  had  asked  them  to  wait  for 
the  Report  of  the  Commission,  but 
he  (the  speaker)  believed  that  the  trades 
unions  were  not  satisfied  with  the  compo- 
sition of  that  Commission,  and,  believing 
themselves  inadequately  represented, 
had  not  offered  evidence  before  it. 
With  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  Bill, 
the  first  dauss  proposed  to  legalise 
peaceful  picketing — that  was  to  say, 
peaceful  persuasion.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  said  with  truth  that  peaceful  per- 
suasion might  end  in  persuasion  which 
was  not  peaceful,  but  non-peaceful  per- 
suasion would  not  be  legalised  by  the 
Bill,  and,  if  there  was  any  apprehension 
that  the  wording  was  too  general,  he 
thought  no  objection  would  be  raised 
to  the  insertion  of  words  which  would 
make  it  more  definite  that  actual  peaceful 
picketing  alone  must  be  practised.  As 
to  the  second  clause,  that  had  been 
rendered  necessary  because  the  law  had 
become  absolutely  unintelligible.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Judges,  any  combination  of 
persons  which  had  the  effect  of  injuring 
men  in  their  trade  was  indictable  and 
subject  to  action  unless  it  was  done  with 
justification  or  with  lawful  excuse. 
The  question,  however,  was  —  what 
was    justification    and    lawful    excuse  ? 

Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour, 


j  The  Judges  indicated  apparently  that 
a  definition  was  impossible;  and  really 
the  interpretation  was  left  to  the  sweet 
will  of  tiie  Judges  themselves.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  they  would  endeavour  to 
do  their  duty  honourably  and  impartially, 
but  it  was  quite  indefensible  to  leave  to 
the  Judges  that  which  ought  to  be  deter- 
mined by  Parliament.  The  law  was  not 
in  effect,  though  it  doubtless  was  in 
intention,  the  same  for  empbyers  as  for 
workmen  in  the  matter  of  conspiracy. 
Last  year  the  present  Colonial  Secretary 
took  the  Mogul  and  another  case,  pointed 
out  the  impossibility  of  reconciling  the 
two  cases,  and  admitted  that  what  was 
held  to  be  lawful  on  the  part  of  employers 
in  the  Mogul  case  was  held  to  be  unlawful 
and  punishable  on  the  part  of  the  work- 
;  men  in  the  other. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  made  an  observa- 
tion which  was  inaudible  in  the  Press 
Gallery. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  he  could  not 
give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  Prime 
Minister  without  engaging  him  in  a  con- 
versation of  at  least  half-an-hour's  dura- 
tion. It  was  the  most  complicated  and 
difficult  subject  that  could  be  imagined. 
There  were  many  points  in  the  Mogul 
case  connected  with  the  action  of  the 
employers  which  he  thought  might  fairly 
be  made  amenable  to  the  iaw.  Under 
'  these  circumstances,  what  was  done  in 
the  Bill?  The  promoters  had  adopted 
the  language  now  on  the  Statute-book 
as  applicable  to  criminal  conspiracy,  the 
only  difference  being  that  it  also  applied 
to  actions  at  law.  The  words  of  the 
clause  would  be  found  in  the  Act  of  1875 
relating  to  criminal  conspiracy,  though 
it  was  true  that  certain  exceptions  were 
there  enumerated;  but  he  had  no  donbt 
that  if  any  language  could  be  found 
having  a  similar  effect  in  actions  at 
law  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about 
its  acceptance,  if  necessary,  to  pre- 
vent injustice.  He  submitted  that 
it  was  right  that  these  things  should 
be  looked  squarely  in  the  face,  9nd 
the  real  history  of  the  matter  exam- 
ined. It  was  not  a  sufficient  answer 
to  refer  to  certain  abominable  and  wicked 
acts  of  forty  or  fifty  years  ago.  If 
punishment  were  not  provided  both 
civilly  and  ^criminally  for  acts  of  that 
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kind  he  would  be  the  first  to  speak  and 
vote  in  favour  of  an  amendment  o!  the 
law  to  meet  the  need.  But  there  had 
never  been  any  great  social  struggle, 
such  as  that  of  the  trade  unions  to 
secure  emancipation,  which  had  not 
been  attended  by  scenes  of  disorder  and 
even  of  bloodshed,  compared  with  which 
the  earliest  and  most  blameworthy  in- 
stances of  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
persons  connected  with  trade  unions 
were  simply  trifling. 

Colonel  PIIiKINGTON  explained 
that  he  made  the  reference  merely  to 
show  that  the  Act  of  1875  was  the  result 
of  a  long  period  of  difficulty. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  that  one 
bad  to  look  at  things  as  they  were,  and 
his  opinion  was  that  the  bringing  of 
trade  unions  within  the  pale  of  the  law 
had  been  productive,  not  of  disorder, 
but  of  order. 

The    third     clause    relating    to    the 
protection    of    trade  union   tunds    was 
probably  the  most    disputable    of    the ' 
whole  Bill.    It  should  be   admitted  at 
once    that    thi^    clause    proposed    that  | 
where  a  number  of  individual  members 
of  a  trade  union  had  broken  the  law  in 
the  conduct  of  a  strike,  the   coUective 
funds  of  the  union  should  not  be  liable  , 
for  damages.     At  first  blush,  that  seemed  ! 
to  offend  against  one's  idea  of  justice, 
but  second  thoughts  were  sometimes  best.  , 
What  was  the  history   of  the  matter?  | 
Before    1871,   strikes  were   unlayrful   as  i 
well   as    picketing,    and    trade    unions 
were    not  lawful,  on  the    ground  that 
they  were  in    restraint  of    trade.     The 
result  was  that,  being  unlawful  associa-  I 
tions,    the  trade  unions  had  no  power  ! 
to   protect    their    own      property    and 
were  liable  to  be  plundered  at  will.     But, 
although  pillaged  in  secret  and  persecuted 
openly,    they  staunchly  stuck  to   their  | 
guns ;  the  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  , 
workmen  for  the  right  of  combination  I 
never  diminished,  and  at  la^t  the  work- 
men were  successful    in    checking   em- 
ployers in  acts  of  oppression  which  were 
admittedly  common  at  that  time.    The 
unions  built  up  their  funds  for  benefit 
and  superannuation  purposes  in  order  to  , 
make  the   hard  lot  of    their    members 
easier;  and  at  last,  as  always  happened 
in  this  country,  the  sense  of  justice  of 


the  community  revolted  against  treating 
trade  unions  in  the  way  they  had 
hitherto  been  treated.  It  was  next  con- 
sidered whether  the  unions  should  have 
the  rights  and  the  liabilities  of  a  corporate 
society,  and  Parliament,  after fullconsider- 
ation,  determined  not  to  confer  those  rights. 
Had  that  full  status  been  given,  the 
Courts  would  have  been  liable  and  bound 
to  interpose  at  every  stage,  and  hence, 
Parliament  did  something  short  of  that 
— they  legalised  trade  unions,  stating 
at  the  same  time  that  no  remedy  at  law 
should  exist  for  the  benefits  claimed 
No  trade  union  could  be  registered  as  a 
company  or  as  a  benefit  MDr  industrial 
society.  In  other  words,  the  anomalous 
position  of  1871  was  created  of  set  pur- 
pose for  a  good  reason.  This  view  was 
so  strongly  held,  not  only  by  the  public, 
but  also  by  L*wyers,  that  in  1900,  in 
the  Taff  Vale  Railway  case,  the  Court 
of  Appeal  held  as  a  matter  of  law  that 
trade  unions  could  not  be  sued,  and 
that  their  funds  were  not  liable.  In  the 
belief  that  they  were  secure,  people  con- 
tributed very  largely  to  the  benefit  funds, 
with  the  result  that  a  great  system  of 
mutual  relief  had  been  built  up.  Then 
in  1901  the  bombshell  burst,  and  the 
House  of  Lords  decided  that  the  funds 
of  trade  unions  were  liable  to  actions  at 
the  suit  of  employers  for  damages 
arising  from  strikes.  He  was  not  saying 
a  word  against  the  Law  Lords  who  came 
to  that  decision;  they  were  extremely 
fine  lawyers,  and  for  them  he  had  the 
greatest  possible  respect.  But  the  inter- 
pretation they  had  given  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  law,  and  the  object  of 
the  present  Bill  was  simply  to  restore 
the  law  to  what  it  was  intended  and 
believed  to  be  until  the  House  of  Lords 
gave  its  fatal  and  unfortunate  decision — 
that  was,  to  the  position  in  which  it 
was  laid  down  by  the  Coujrt  of  Appeal 
in   1900. 

The  House  had  to  consider  what 
was  the  fiir  and  right  thing  to  do. 
In  the  belief  to  which  he  had  referred 
the  movement  had  gone  on  for  thirty 
years,  and  immense  funds  had  been 
contributed.  The  system  had  worked 
extremely  well.  All  sorts  of  complaints 
had  been  made,  but  during  the  whole 
period  he  had  never  heard  it  made  a 
subject  of  complaint  that    trade  unioi^ 
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funds  were  not  accessible,  or  the  claim 
made  that  they  should  be  rendered  access- 
ible.  Would  it  not  be  well,  therefore,  to 
leive  things  alone  1  Why  not  let  it  be 
discussed  in  Committee  whether  or  not 
this  clause  restored  the  status  quo  ante  ? 
Apart  from  that,  if  it  was  res  intacla, 
was  it  right  or  fair  that  trade  unions 
should  be  exposed  to  the  risk  now  de- 
manded of  them  ?  He  thought  not.  Trade 
unions  were  to  be  liable  for  the  acts  of 
their  agents.  But  who  were  their  agents  ? 
An  employer  of  labour  or  the  owner  of  a 
house  had  servants  with  defined  duties, 
but  in  the  case  of  a  strike  every  man 
who  took  an  active  interest  was,  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  to  be  treated  as  an  agent 
of  the  trade  union.  Stray  members  over 
whom  the  union  had  no  control  whatever 
might  be  guilty  of  illegal  acts,  and  thus 
render  the  funds  of  the  union  liable  for 
the  whole  consequences  of  the  strike.  It 
had  been  suggested  that  instead  of  the 
sweeping  language  of  the  third  clause 
there  should  be  a  reference  to  **acts 
authorised  by  the  managing  committee." 
Such  a  provision,  however,  would  be 
futile,  as  the  managing  committee  never 
authorised  these  things.  As  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Prime  Minister  that  the 
benefit  funds  should  be  separated  from 
the  other  funds,  by  all  means  let  it  be 
tried,  but  even  then  the  law  would  have 
to  be  altered,  because  by  the  decision  of 
the  House  of  Lords  all  the  funds 
were  liable.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man meant  that  he  would  protect 
the  benefit  funds,  it  would  be  interesting 
to  see  the  clause  by  which  it  was  proposed 
to  confer  such  protection.  The  Prime 
Minister  might  not  be  aware  that  that 
point  was  considered  by  the  Royal 
Commission  of  1879,  who  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  proposal  was 
impracticable.  Trade  union  funds 
ought  not,  especially  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  col- 
lected, to  be  dissipated.  His  own  con- 
viction was  that  Parliament  would  have 
to  do  one  of  two  things:  either  they 
must  leave  the  law  as  it  stood,  with  all 
its  consequent  injustice,  or  they  must 
alter  it  in  the  only  way  in  which  they 
would  find,  on  reflection,  it  could  be 
altered — viz.,  in  the  direction  of  restoring 
the  old  status,  which  had  worked  well 
and  about  which  there  had  been  no  com- 
plaint. The  matter  was  really  ripe  for  de- 
Sir  Robert  lleid. 


cision,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
allow  itself  to  be  influenced  by  the  dila- 
tory suggestions  of  Royal  Commissions. 

Mb.  CRIPPS  (Lancashire,  Stretford) 
said  that  so  far  as  general  matters 
were  concerned  in  connection  with  this 
Bill,  he  found  himself  in  agreement  with 
what  had  been  stated  on  general  grounds 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  Nobody  on 
that  side  of  the  House  would  take  up 
any  antagonistic  attitude  to  trade 
unions,  or  to  the  trade  union  movement, 
and  he  might  illustrate  that  argument 
by  stating  that  the  most  important  Act 
which  legalised  the  action  of  trades  unions 
was  the  Act  of  1875,  which  was  passed 
by  the  Conservative  Party.  He  did  not 
'  think  that  questions  of  general  sympathy 
,  with  trade  unions  ought  to  be  looked 
I  upon  as  a  Party  matter  between  the  two 
I  sides  of  the  House.  If  this  Bill  in  any 
I  sense  carried  out  what  was  suggested  by 
the  mover  and  seconder,  he  should  not 
find  himself  in  opposition  to  it  at  the 
present  moment.  The  mover  of  this  Bill 
said  his  desire  was  to  restore  the  law  as 
laid  down  in  the  Act  of  1875.  If  that 
was  the  only  efiect  of  this  Bill,  or  if  it 
coiild  be  made  in  Committee  to  have 
only  that  effect,  he  certainly  should  not 
oppose  it.  But  in  his  view  it  sought 
radicaUy  to  alter  that  law,  and  to  alter 
it  in  a  way  inconsistent  with  what  the 
Prime  Minister  said  were  the  claims  of 
individual  liberty  and  freedom,  and  he 
based  his  opposition  to  the  Bill  on  that 
belief.  ^  He  would  give  the  maximum 
possible  amount  of  freedom  and  liberty 
to  the  action  of  trade  unions  and  to  the 
use  of  their  funds,  subject  to  this  limita- 
tion— that  they  must  not  press  that 
freedom  and  liberty  to  the  extent  of 
interfering  with  the  claims  of  other 
persons  to  the  same  freedom  and  liberty. 
The  real  test  was,  how  could  they  best 
get  a  maximum  of  liberty  either  as 
regarded  individuals  or  combinations. 
Every  person  was  entitled  to  do  what  he 
liked  with  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  of 
others,  and  there  the  law  must  step  in, 
otherwise  they  would  have  license 
instead  of  liberty  and  a  system  which 
would  interfere  with  all  members  of 
society.  With  those  limitations  he 
would  Uke  to  examine  very  shortly  what 
the  proposals  of  this  Bill  were,  and  to 
consider  how  far  they  were  really   likely 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


985 


Trade  Unwiis  and  {22  April  1904}         Trcuies  Disputes  Bill 


986 


to  conduce  to  a  better  system  of  freedom 
and  liberty;  or  whether  they  were 
likely  in  their  present  form  to  interfere 
with  that  individual  freedom  and  liberty 
which  the  Prime  Minister  had  referred  to. 

The  first  section  of  the  Bill  purported  to 
deal  with  two  matters.  He  wished  to 
make  this  statement,  that  for  a  very  long 
period  in  this  country,  long  before  even 
the  Act  of  1871  or  1875,  peaceful  picket- 
ing was  lawful,  and  had  been  recognised 
as  lawful  by  the  Courts  of  this  country. 
What  was  meant  by  "  peaceful  picketing ' ' 
in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  decided  by 
Mr.  Russell  Gumey,  who  was  at  that 
time  the  Recorder  of  London  ?  His 
decision  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Cross,  the 
Home  Secretary  in  1875,  and  that 
statesman  attached  so  much  importance 
to  it  that  the  decision  was  printed  and 
sent  round  to  the  magistrates  in  order 
that  they  might  see  what  the  view  of  the 
Home  Office  was.  What  he  laid  down 
was  that  trade  unions  were  entitled  to 
picket  in  a  peaceful  way,  without  using 
intimidation  or  molestation,  provided 
they  did  not  interfere  with  the  legitimate 
t>r  proper  rights  of  any  other  third  party. 
But,  as  he  read  Clause  1  of  the  Bill, 
trade  unions  desired  to  have  a  power  of 
picketing  which  would  allow  them  to 
infringe  the  legitimate  rights  of  others  and 
take  away  any  legal  remedy  which  those 
other  people  had  at  the  present  moment. 
The  moment  they  came  to  define 
'"  peaceful  picketing  "  in  that  sense,  then 
he  said  the  law  ought  to  be  maintained 
in  its  present  form,  and  any  change  in 
1)he  law  in  the  direction  proposed  by  the 
•Bill  was  not  in  the  direction  of  freedom 
and  liberty,  but  in  violation  of  those 
principles  on  which  freedom  and  liberty 
really  depended.  This  same  view  was 
-taken  in  regard  to  a  similar  clause  in  the 
Bill  of  last  year  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Fife,  who  was 
a,  great  authority  on  subjects  of  this  kind. 
He  pointed  out  that  really  the  only 
difference  between  a  clause  of  this  kind 
:and  the  existing  law  was  that  a  clause  in 
this  form  did  allow  interference  with  the 
rights  of  others,  whereas  the  existing  law 
allowed  peaceful  picketing  subject  to  the 
due  limitations  laid  down  by  Mr.  Russell 
Gumey.  One  did  not  attribute  to 
trade  unionists  anything  but  ordinary 
human  nature.  Hq  did  not  attribute 
to    them    a    doubly    dose    of    original 


i  sin,  but  at  the  same  time  he  did  n)t 
I  attribute  to  them  a  double  dose  of  original 
I  virtue.  He  thought  they  should  be  dealt 
with  as  all  other  persons  were  dealt  with, 
and  it  was  their  duty  to  see  that  they 
observed  the  law  as  other  people  did  in 
their  ordinary  daily  life.  But,  as  he 
read  Clause  1  of  the  Bill,  trade  imions 
desired  to  have  a  power  of  picketing 
which  would  allow  them  to  infringe  the 
legitimate  rights  of  others  and  take 
away  any  legal  remedy  which  those 
other  people  had  at  the  present  moment. 
He  said  most  distinctly  that  as  the 
,  Bill  stood  it  would  sanction  what  had 
I  been  called  a  nuisance  of  that  kind. 
i  If  it  did  not,  then  the  clause  was 
merely  a  recognition  of  the  existing 
law,  and  was  not  necessary.  He  did 
not  wish  to  go  into  matters  of  con- 
troversy, but  if  any  hon.  Member- 
opposite  could  show  that  Clause  1  was 
limited  in  that  sense  he  would  for  his 
,  part  withdraw  his  objection  to  it.  He 
did  not  think  it  could  be  so  limited. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
peaceful  picketing  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
term  was  not  only  allowable  now,  but 
had  been  allowable  for  the  last  half 
century  or  more  in  regard  to  trade 
disputes. 

He  now  came  to  Clause  2.  It  was 
extremely  important  to  see  what  it  really 
meant,  and  in  order  that  he  might 
emphasise  his  view  of  it  he  would  refer  to 
a  passage  in  a  speech  made  last  year  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Haddingtonshire,  who 
was  a  great  authority  on  topics  of  this 
kind.     In  that  speech  he  said  that  what 

j  might  be  a  peaceful  act  when  done  by  an 
individual  might  not  be  when  committed 
by  a  multitude.  They  were  not  discus- 
sing what  was  a  multitude  at  the  present 
time,  but  that,  to  his  mind,  was  the 
whole  basis  of  the  civil  law  of  conspiracy 
as  apart  from  any  question  of  criminality. 
If  it  was  true  that  certain  acts  done  by 
an  individual  were  not  harmful,  whereas 

I  the  same  acts  done  by  a  number  or  a 
multitude — he  used  the  expression  of  the 

I  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Sfaddingtonshire— such  acts  became  a 
menace  to  social  liberty  and  social  life  of 
the  most  stringent  kind  that  could  be 
brought  to  bear.     He  thought  that  com- 

I  binations  ought  to  have  the  same  rights 
as  individuals,  but  what  was  sought  to 
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be  sanctioned  here?  In  the  case  of  a 
strike — he  did  not  say  connected  with 
matters  of  violence,  but  connected  with 
matters  of  strong  feeling ;  he  did  not  find 
any  fault  with  strong  feeling  in  matters 
of  this  kind — there  might  be  a  multitude 
who  in  terms  used  peaceful  persuasion, 
and  did  not  use  molestation,  or  obstruc- 
tion, or  force,  or  anything  of  that 
kind,  but  was  it  conceivable  that  under 
the  circumstances  they  did  not  coerce 
individuals  who,  apart  from  that,  would 
take  some  other  course  ?  That  was  the 
question  he  should  like  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  represented  trade 
unionism  in  this  House.  If  they  did  not 
seek  to  interfere  with  the  individual 
liberty  of  other  workmen,  they  had  the 
power  they  wanted  under  the  law  as  it 
stood  at  the  present  moment  and  without 
any  addition.  The  amendment  proposed 
by  Clause  2,  that  an  act  done  by  two  or 
more  persons  should  not  be  ground  for 
an  action  if  such  an  act  when  committed 
by  one  person  would  not  be  ground  for 
an  action,  would  give  them  that  coercive 
and  tyrannous  power  which  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  ordinary  notions  of 
freedom  and  liberty.  He  thought  the 
hon.  Members  would  be  the  last  to  assent 
to  that  when  they  appreciated  the  true 
meaning  of  the  proposal. 

With  regard  to  the  funds,  he  thought  it 
was  exceedingly  hard  that  a  sick  and  pro- 
vident fund  should  be  liable  in  actions 
such  as  the  TafE  Vale  case.  But  the  trade 
unions  had  the  remedy  in  their  own 
hands  and  no  legislation  was  necessary 
to  achieve  it.  He  was  certainly  not 
prepared  to  relieve  from  the  ordinary 
law  as  to  damage  and  liability  funds 
used  for  strike  purposes.  If  funds  were 
so  used,  they  and  those  who  used  them 
must  be  subject  to  the  ordinary  law  as 
to  damage.  He  did  not  think  that  any 
legislation  was  necessary  on  this  matter. 
It  was  perfectly  easy  to  have  a  remedy 
under  the  existing  conditions.  Let  the 
trade  unions  separate  the  strike  fund 
from  the  benefit  and  sick  fund.  Let 
them  put  the  benefit  and  sick  fund  under 
the  conditions  of  a  proper  trust,  and  then 
he  was  perfectly  certain  that,  as  regarded 
any  liability  in  such  a  decision  as  the 
TaS  Vale  case,  that  fund  would  be  entirely 
outside  and  could  not  be  touched  at  all. 
Surely  that  was  the  proper  remedy. 
He  should  like  to  ask  the  trade  unions 

Mr  Cripps, 


leaders  why  it  wais  that  they  wished  to 
mix  up  all  these  lunds.  If  they  did, 
although  he  was  exceedingly  soiry  in 
regard  to  the  sick  and  provident  fundt^ 
there  was  no  alternative  except  the 
taking  of  the  whole  of  the  funds.  They 
could  put  it  right  to-morrow  if  i\iSf 
liked.  They  had  only  to  consult  any 
lawyer  and  get  the  sick  and  provident 
funds  put  under  a  proper  trust.  These 
funds  if  separated  &om  the  rest  would 
not  be  liable  to  the  extent  of  a  farthing 
under  the  conditions  of  the  Ta£E  Vale 
decision.  Again,  he  should  Uke  to  aak 
the  trade  union  leaders  in  this  House 
what  objection  they  had  to  a  simple 
remedy  of  that  sort.  He  did  not  believe 
they  would  get,  nor  did  he  think  they 
ought  to  have  a  remedy  in  the  wider 
form.  It  could  not  be  suggested  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Fife  was  an  enemy  of  trade 
unions  or  that  he  was  hostile  to  trades 
union  leaders.  He  was  struck  by  an 
expression  used  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  last  session.  He  said  he  was 
against  asking  ParUament  to  lay  down 
a  principle  that  large  trade  organisa- 
tions, possessing  large  funds,  and  directed 
by  a  controlUng  authority,  shoukl  not 
be  responsible  for  unlawful  sicts  shown 
to  be  committed  by  their  agents  within 
the  scope  of  their  power.  Was  that  not 
right?  Let  them  not  use  the  words 
trade  unions  at  all.  He  did  not  wish  to 
apply  i.  ny  different  law  or  principle  in 
their  case  to  that  which  should  be 
applied  in  the  case  of  others.  Take  the 
case  of  a  large  association  controlled  by 
authority,  possessed^  of  large  funds,  and 
doing  injury  or  damage  for  which  some 
one  was  justly  entitled  to  recompense. 
,  Would  anyone  in  those  cirewnstances 
say  that  the  organisation  riionld  be  re- 
lieved from  responsibiUty  for  the  acts 
!  which  were  done  under  the  tutelage  of 
I  its  own  agents  ?  He  did  not  believe 
I  that  Parliament  would  ever  assent  to  a 
principle  of  that  sort.  He  thought  the 
,  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Member  for 
,  East  Fife  was  quite  right  in  what  be 
I  said. 

Let    them    see   what   would    lappem 

!  if,  in  regard  to  combinations  generally,. 

'  they    were    allowed  to  do  any   iafury 

they    liked    to     individuals  —  injoiie^ 

which    eventuated     in     legal    damage. 

If  that  were  allowed  they  would  have  a 
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most  monstrous  system  of  tyramiy  in 
this  country.  They  would  have  an 
irresponsible  imj>€r%um  in  imperio  in 
this  country  of  the  worst  kind.  They 
must  recollect  that  in  dealing  with 
these  great  questions  the  danger  at  the 
present  day  was  not  only  one  connected 
with  the  combination  of  workmen.  At 
least  he  did  not  think  it  was  so  in  this 
country.  The  danger  was  also  from 
capital  which  formed  so  large  a  part  in 
their  industrial  life.  He  did  not  say 
that  there  should  be  no  trust  or  com- 
bination of  that  sort.  That  would  be 
going  too  far,  but  if  all  these  large 
bodies  and  associations  were  by  that 
means'  to  get  large  and  extraordinary 
powers  it  would  be  better  to  exempt 
them  altogether  from  liability.  He 
could  not  imagine  anyone  getting  up  in 
this  House  and  stating  a  principle  of 
that  kind  as  one  which  ought  to  receive 
general  acceptance  with  regard  to  com- 
binations and  centralised  authority. 
As  a  matter  of  justice  and  of  principle, 
they  ought  not  to  allow  bodies  like 
trade  unions  to  have  a  power  of  doing 
injury  without  giving  the  person  injured 
the  ordinary  remedy  against  any  funds 
under  the  manipulation  and  control  of 
such  a  combination.  He  did  not  think 
there  should  be  any  change  in  the  law, 
but  he  did  think  there  was  need  for 
definition.  There  was  a  need  for  putting 
matters  of  the  sort  they  were  discussing 
in  as  definite  a  way  as  possible  in  order 
to  avoid  those  varieties  of  opinion  which 
necessarily  arose  either  as  regarded 
Judges  or  juries,  but  he  could  not  agree 
that  this  Bill  was  the  proper  method  of 
arriving  at  that  result.  It  was  a  great 
mistake,  in  his  opinion,  when  they  had 
a  chance  of  dealing  definitely  and  finally 
with  this  matter,  that  they  should 
attempt  to  hurry  legislation  which  could 
not  possibly  be  effective  and  which 
could  only  serve  an  electioneering  pur- 
pose on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  That 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  case  when  a 
Bill  of  this  character  was  introduced  by 
a  private  Member  at  this  time  of  the 
session.  Of  course,  it  could  not  go 
further  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Government.  The  Prime  Minister  had 
laid  down  most  distinctly  that  this 
question  could  not,  legitimately,  be 
pushed  further  until  they  got  the 
Beport  of  the  Boyal  Commission.    He 


should  vote  against  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form,  because  he  believed  it  adSEoided 
opportunities  of  tyranny  and  injustice, 
and  that  the  law  as  it  stood,  if  properly 
defined  and  administered,  would  give 
perfect  freedom  and  liberty  to  the  com- 
binations on  the  one  side,  and  protect 
the  freedom  and  liberty  of  the  individual 
on  the  other  side. 

*Mr.  bell  (Derby)  said  that  as  a  lay- 
man he  had  a  big  position  to  fill  in 
following  such  an  expert  lawyer  as  the 
last  speaker.     He   would,  however,  en- 
deavour to  answer  a  few  of  the  questions 
put  to  the  trade  union  leaders  and  to 
his  friends  on  that  side  of  the  House,  and 
also  some  of  the  criticisms  and  observa- 
tions made  by  the  mover  and  seconder  of 
the  Amendment.    After  all  that  had  been 
said  he  had  yet  to  learn  that  thoae  who- 
had  spoken  against  the  Bill  and  in  favour 
of   its  rejection    had    actually  realised 
what  was  asked  for.     The  trade  unions- 
of  this  country  had  existed  for  thirtj^ 
I  years  prior  to  the  judgment  given  by 
the  House  of  Lords  and  they  never  heard 
,  of  the  great  ruination,  the  great  tyrann^- 
;  and  oppre&sion,  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
'  bers  had  referred.    No  effort  was  made  in 
this  House,  or  out  of  it,  to  bring  about 
I  legislation  by  which  that  ruination  of  in- 
I  dustry  and  commerce  would  be  put  an  end 
I  to.    So  far  as  he  knew  the  hon.  Members 
'  who  moved  and  seconded  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  were  very  successful  employers  of 
labour,  and  during  the  thirty  years  of  this 
great  tyranny  of  trade  unionism  they 
I  seemed  to  have  flourished  very  satisfac- 
torily indeed.    He  expected  to  hear  from 
them  as  employers  of  labour  on  a  very 
large  scale,  some  concrete  cases  of  the  in- 
justices   that    trade    unions   had    com- 
mitted on  them  as  employers,  but  not  a 
single  concrete  case  had  been  adduced 
during  the  whole  of  the  arguments  that 
afternoon  to  justify  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill.     On  the  contrary,  all  that  he  had 
heard  was  theoretical .   The  arguments  put 
forward  by  the  Mine -owners  Association 
were  arguments  to  show  that  if  this  Bill 
were  passed  into  law,  industries  would 
almost  have  to  close  down,  and  that  the 
measure  would  encourage  tyranny  on  the 
part   of  the  trade   unions.     He  denied 
that  it  would  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
They  asked  for  no  such  liberty.    During 
the  thirty  years  that  trade  unions  had 
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been  in  existence  some  of  them,  more  or 
less,  had  unfortunately  been  compelled  to 
take  part  in  strikes  and  disputes.  He 
regarded  a  strike  in  labour  or  industrial 
matters  as  something  equally  as  deplor- 
able as  war  in  national  affairs.  He 
gathered  from  what  was  said  by  the 
hon.  Members  who  moved  and  seconded 
the  Amendment — and  he  knew  that  others 
agreed  with  them  in  their  opinion — that 
they  cherished  trade  unions  as  long  as 
thev  put  gloves  on  their  hands  when 
fighting.  They  were  not  there  to-day  to 
consider  whether  a  strike  was  evil  or 
good,  but  to  regard  it  as  they  did  a  war. 
When  they  were  obUged,  in  the  interest 
of  the  nation,  to  go  to  war,  they  did  not 
take  away  the  guns  and  armaments  from 
the  soldiers. 

There  was  no  use  in  having  trade 
unions  under  the  present  conditions, 
because  they  were  absolutely  of  no 
good.  They  were  not  trade  unions,  they 
had  simply  been  reduced  to,  and  their 
proper  title  should  be,  friendly  societies. 
And  why  ?  Not  because  they  desired  any 
special  legislation  or  any  additional 
powers  to  those  which  they  believed  they 
enjoyed,  at  any  rate,  up  to  1900.  They 
were  simply  asking  to  be  put  in  the  same 
position  as  they  were  in  until  the 
judgment' of  the  House  of  Lords  upset 
them.  There  were  regrettable  acts  com- 
mitted by  individuals  during  the  course 
of  disputes.  Unfortunately,  he  knew 
scores  of  them.  What  was  the  result  1 
That  those  who  committed  ofEences 
against  the  law — that  those  who  com- 
mitted criminal  acts  during  the 
progress  of  a  strike  had  invariably 
been  tried  before  a  magistrate,  and 
where  the  offences  had  been  proved 
against  them  they  had  been  imprisoned. 
The  trade  unions  did  not  seek  any  relief 
from,  that  now.  They  wanted  to  allow 
that  matter  to  remain  as  it  was  now.  He 
remembered  that  in  1898  there  was  a 
great  dispute  in  South  Wales  between 
the  miners  and  their  employers.  On  that 
•occasion  the  employers  locked  out  the 
miners.  It  was  not  really  a  strike  of 
workmen  against  employers,  but  of 
employers  against  workmen.  The  work- 
men were  out  for  something  like  six 
months.  He  did  not  hear  any  sym- 
pathetic remarks  such  as  the  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  Amendment  made  about 

Mr.  Bell. 


the  wives  and  children  of  the  working  men 
who  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  em- 
ployers having  locked  out  the  men  on 
that  occasion.  They  cared  little  what 
became  of  the  wives  and  children  at  that 
time.  [Cries  of  dissent.]  The  locking 
out  of  the  men  was  part  of  the  warfare. 
He  was  not  complaining  about  it.  The 
hon.  Member  raised  this  question  to  suit 
his  purpose,  and  he  was  only  putting  the 
converse  side.  David  Morgan,  a  miners* 
agent,  who  was  responsible  for  a  large 
number  of  men  in  the  Aberdare  district 
of  South  Wales,  and  who  had  since  then 
passed  away,  committed,  or,  at  any  rate, 
was  alleged  to  have  committed,  some 
offence  against  the  law.  It  was  intimida- 
tion or  coercion  against  those  who  did 
not  come  out  on  strike.  The  case  was 
taken  to  the  assizes,  and  David  Morgan 
was  sent  to  prison  for  two  months.  They 
did  not  in  this  Bill  seek  relief  in  that 
matter.  If  the  agent  of  a  union,  be  he 
general  secretary  or  any  other  man,  was 
silly  enough,  and  fool  enough,  to  do  act-s 
which  were  contrary  to  common  sense 
and  reason  and  which  were  breaches  of 
the  criminal  law,  let  him  answer  for  his 
own  action,  and  if  imprisonment  should 
be  the  penalty  let  it  be  inflicted.  What 
they  objected  to  was  that  any  individual, 
acting  in  his  own  capacity,  should 
incriminate  an  organisation  and  endanger 
the  funds  by  acts  for  which  they 
claimed  that  their  organisation  was 
in  no  way  responsible. 

The  hon.  Member  for  the  Stretford 
Division  put  several  questions  to  their  side 
of  theHouse,  and  said,  with  respect  to  one 
of  them,  that  if  he  got  a  satisfactory  reply 
he  would  support  the  Bill.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  wanted  to  know 
what  they  were  really  aiming  at.  He 
ventured  to  say  (and  he  was  speaking  the 
sentiment  of  every  one  of  the  trades 
unions  in  the  United  Kingdom)  t^at  they 
sought  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  the 
position  they  believed  they  were  in 
during  the  thirty  years  preceding  the 
Taff  Vale  judgment.  In  reterring  to 
peaceful  picketing,  some  hon.  Members 
seemed  to  put  a  sarcastic  emphasis  on 
the  word  "  peaceful."  What  they  meant 
by  "  peaceful  picketing  "  was  that  they 
claimed  the  same  right  to  persuade  men 
not  to  work  for  an  employer  as  the  em- 
ployer   enjoyed  to  persuade  non-union 
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men  to  work  for  him,  and  to  think  that 
they  would  be  better  off  outside  a  anion 
than  by  being  members  of  it.  There  was 
really  no  harm  in  that.  They  regretted 
that  such  influences  should  be  used,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  union  men  used 
similar  influences  to  get  men  to  join  the 
union  they  claimed  that  they  should 
have  the  absolute  right  and  liberty  to  do 
so.  In  the  case  of  a  dispute  between  a 
body  of  workmen  and  their  employer  it 
seemed  to  have  been  forgotten  in  the 
debate  up  to  now  that  the  employer  was 
a  combination  in  himself.  The  difficulty 
of  putting  a  workman  on  an  equal  basis 
with  his  employer  was  that  one 
workman  was  not  equal  to  his  employer, 
and  that  if  two  or  more  workmen  com- 
bined together  to  do  a  certain  thing  it 
was  conspiracy.  The  employer  could  do 
the  same  thing  as  the  workman  desired 
to  do,  but  in  his  case  it  was  not  con- 
spiracy because  he  was  an  employer. 
They  were  not  on  an  equality  there. 
What  they  had  to  consider  was  not  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Stret- 
ford  said  was  the  law,  but  what  they 
found  defined  as  the  law  by  the  Judges. 
That  was  the  reason  why  they  came  to 
the  House  to  have  it  declared  that  the 
law  was  what  he  said  it  was,  and  what 
they  believed  it  was  until  the  House  of 
Lords'  decision  in  1901 .  Since  then  three 
or  four  more  Judges  had  given  decisions 
at  other  Courts.  The  Judges  themselves 
did  not  know  what  the  law  was,  because 
ihey  varied  in  their  judgments,  and  the 
Court  of  Appeal  varied  from  them,  and 
kept  on  altering  and  reversing  the  judg- 
ments in  the  Courts  below. 

The  hon.  Member  who  seconded 
the  Amendment  spoke  of  the  possi- 
bility of  a  thousand  men  besetting  a 
man's  house.  He  had  never  seen 
a  thousand,  or  even  a  hundred,  men 
besetting  a  man's  house,  and  it  was 
not  fair  for  the  hon.  Member  to 
exaggerate  the  matter  in  that  way.  But 
if  two  or  three  men  went  to  a  workman 
to  convey  information  that  a  dispute 
existed  for  certain  reasons,  and  endea- 
voured to  persuade  him  not  to  work  for 
an  employer  under  the  circumstances 
when  men  were  on  strike,  they  claimed 
the  right  and  Uberty  to  do  that.  The 
employer,  through  his  agents,  went  to 
workmen  and  trie<i  to  persuade  them  by 


;  all  sorts  of  arguments,  and  not  only  by 
,  arguments,  but  by  drink  and  bribery  and 
I  all  sorts  of  things.  He  was  speaking 
'  now  from  experience.  He  happened  un- 
fortunately to  be  connected  with  the 
Tftff  Vale  case,  and  hence  he  knew  what 
took  place  on  both  sides.  In  order  to 
t  get  workmen  in  that  instance  the  em- 
ployers through  an  agent  paid  so  much 
per  head  for  men  obtained  to  work  for 
them.  The  men  were  collected  at  prison 
gates  and  public-house  corners  to  take 
I  the  place  of  men  on  strike  and  they  were 
I  brought  down  to  Cardiff  in  salooi 
carriages  on  the  Great  Western  Railway. 
The  agent  who  did  this  was  not  in  the 
employ  of  the  Taff  Vale  Company ;  he  was 
an  outsider ;  he  was  simply  an  agent  of  the 
Free  Labour  Association.  What  was 
the  result?  These  men  having  been 
collected  through  bribery,  drink,  and 
money  payments,  and  their  fares 
having  been  paid  to  Cardiff,  he 
himself  met  them  at  Cardiff  station. 
He  met  these  thirty  men  and  told  them 
what  the  strike  was  for,  and  he  did 
peacefully  persuade  them  not  to  work  for 
the  Taff  Vale  Company.  That  he  claimed 
he  had  a  right  to  do,  and  he  also  paid 
their  fares  back.  Whatever  the  law 
might  be,  they  understood  they  would 
not  be  interfered  with  if  they  peacefully 
persuaded  the  men.  It  had  been  done 
before  with  no  such  consequences  as  had 
followed  the  Taff  Vale  case.  He  main- 
tained on  behalf  of  trade  unionists  the 
right  to  fight  their  battles  in  a  similar 
manner  to  that  which  the  employers 
adopted  without  creating  any  offence 
against  the  criminal  law.  How  could  a 
law  which  forbade  such  action  on  one 
side  only,  be  just?  There  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  among  the  working  men 
on  this  question.  Depend  upon  it  they 
were  not  going  to  lose  £45,000  or  £95,00  J 
for  maintaining  the  right  to  follow  the 
course  which  the  employers  did.  The 
South  Wales  miners  stop-day  action  was 
another  illustration  of  the  inequality  of 
the  law.  It  had  been  the  custom  for 
many  years  for  the  employers,  when  they 
thought  the  prices  were  likely  to  go 
down,  to  close  the  pits  for  a  few  days, 
without  notice  to  their  workmen,  in  order 
to  restrict  the  output,  thereby  inflicting 
hardship  on  the  workmen.  On  the  ot^er 
hand,  the  workmen,  when  their  wages 
were  going  down,  adopted  the  employers* 
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practice  and  stopped  work  for  a  few  days, 
yet  they  were  mulcted  in  damages  for  so 
doing.  Would  any  hon.  Member  get  up 
and  say  that  the  Miners  Federation 
should  be  mulcted  in  damages  for  doing 
what  the  employers  had  done  themselves  ? 
He  held  that  what  was  asked  for  in  this  Bill 
not    unfair,   and    only   what 


was 


was 


already  enjoyed   by  the  employers. 

He  wished  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the 
mixing  up  of  funds.  The  trade  unions  of 
the  country  had  gradually  built  up  their 
funds,  and  some  of  them  had  accumulated 
very  largesums  indeed  for  benefit  purposes. 
If  the  trade  unions  had  known  in  1871, 
or  1876,  what  the  position  of  the  law 
would  eventually  become,  the  large 
benefit  funds  would  not  have  been 
attached  to  the  unions  at  all,  and  he  was 
inclined  to  believe  that  if  those  funds 
were  not  attached  to  the  unions,  they 
might  be  more  aggressive  than  at  the 
present  time.  He  knew  that  many  men 
who  subscribed  to  these  funds  were  most 
careful  that  the  unions  should  not  em- 
bark in  disputes  that  could  be  avoided, 
and  which  would  lead  to  the  funds  being 
spent.  They  were  looking  forward  to 
their  old-age  pensions.  He  was  positive 
that  if  the  trade  union  funds  had  been 
disassociated  from  the  benefit  funds, 
there  would  not  have  been  the  practical 
industrial  peace  experienced  during  the 
last  thirty  years.  He  hoped  that  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  would  be 
passed.  Everyone  who  had  spoken 
against  the  Bill  seemed  to  ai^e  that  they 
wished  to  encourage  trade  unions  except 
when  they  wanted  to  do  anything  wrong. 
Trade  unions,  and  those  responsible  for 
them,  desired  nothing  but  what  was 
right  and  equitable.  When  the  Licensing 
Bill  was  introduced  the  other  day 
the  Home  Secretary  gave  as  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  Bill  that,  although  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  licences 
were  held  for  one  year  only,  by  long 
custom  and  by  a  practice  of  long 
standing  in  course  of  time  security  of 
renewal  came  to  be  recognised.  He 
would  adopt  the  same  argument 
in  support  of  the  present  Bill. 
For  thirty  years  trade  unionists  under- 
stood that  they  were  free  from  any  lia- 
bility for  the  action  of  individual  members. 
It  now  turned  out  that  that  was  not  so, 
and  what  they  asked  was  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  resume  the  position  which 

Mr.  Bell 


they  believed  they  were  in  up  to  Decern- 
ber,  1901.  No  one  in  the  House  had  any 
reason  to  fear  that  trade  unions  were 
going  to  do  the  evil  things  suggested  of 
them.  He  was  happy  to  say  that 
industries  had  prospered  during  these 
thirty  years ;  people  had  got  much  richer ; 
and  the  trade  unions  had  helped  in  that 
direction.  There  was  a  growing  feeling 
among  the  workmen  of  the  country  about 
the  manner  in  which  every  tort  was  dealt 
with.  If  the  strong  feeling  entertained 
by  trade  unionists  was  to  be  bottled  ap 
by  the  law  as  now  interpreted,  they 
might  be  driven  to  secret  work  and 
resort  to  processes  not  unknown  previous 
to  1870.  Again  he  hoped  the  House  would 
give  a  Second  Reading  to  this  Bill.  All 
they  wanted  was  to  be  liberated  from  the 
liability  under  criminal  law  for  the  acts 
of  individuals,  and  they  asked  for  nothing 
more  than  that  everyone  should  bo  re- 
sponsible for  his  own  act. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam)  said  that  his  position  in  regard 
to  trade  uinons  had  always  been  friendly  ; 
but  he  had  some  difiiculy  in  approaching 
the  consideration  of  this  Bill,  because  its 
provisions  differed  so  much  from  the 
professions  of  those  who  had  introduced 
and  supported  it.  It  was  true  that 
promises  had  been  given  to  make  changes 
in  the  Bill  at  some  future  stage  if  the 
Second  Reading  was  passed  ;  but  as  these 
offers  were  indefinite  and  binding  on  no 
one,  the  House  was  obliged  to  take  the 
Bill  as  it  stood.  His  hon.  friend  had 
said  that  the  Bill  would  create  a  great 
deal  of  tyranny  and.  injustice.  Most 
likely  that  was  the  case,  for  his  hon. 
friend  was  a  great  authority  on  unions ; 
but  even  if  that  were  not  so,  he  found 
himself  faced  by  another  difficulty.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Bill  proposed  to 
confer  on  certain  classes — not  trade 
unionists  alone — privileges  which  were 
not  granted  to  other  sections  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects.  These  privileges 
might  be  odiously  exercised  in  order  to 
inflict  damage  on  other  sections  of  the 
people.  It  would  give  to  trade  unions 
and  to  employers'  associations  alike  the 
power  to  collect  crowds  to  effect  tbeir 
objects,  and  thus  to  poison  the  weUs  of 
argument  and  persuasion  by  means  which 
were  now  condemned  by  law.  He  had 
the  gravest  doubt  whether  the  privileges 
proposed  to  be  given  by  Clause  1  were 
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rea]Iy  desired  by  the  rank  and  file  of 
trade  unions.  His  chief  objection  to  the 
Bill  was  that  it  would  place  the  provident 
funds  of  trade  unions  in  the  greatest 
jeopardy  ;  for,  if  the  restraining  influence 
of  the  Taff  Vale  decision  on  the  action  of 
the  unions  were  removed,  the  temptation 
to  spend  these  funds  on  objects  for  which 
they  were  not  intended  wpuld  be  tre- 
mendous. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County.  N.) 
said  that,  as  one  of  the  fifty  Nationalist 
Members  who  had  crossed  from  Ireland 
the  previous  ni^ht  to  support  the  Bill,  he 
desired  to  say  that  the  Irish  trade  unions 
and  organisations  had  suffered  in  their 
industrial  disputes  from  the  law  on  work- 
men's organisations  as  recently  defined 
by  the  Judges.  But  the  eflFect  of  these 
judmients  had  not  been  confined  in  Ire- 
land to  trade  disputes  alone.  In  analogous 
disputes  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
they,  in  Ireland,  had  suffered  a  greater 
injustice  than  the  trade  unions  of  England 
had  suffered  through  the  Taff  Vale 
decision.  Speeches  delivered  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  showed  that  no 
one  had  the  courage  to  oppose  the  Bill 
on  principle ;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
those  who  voted  against  the  Second 
Reading  would  be  contradicting  their  own 
speeches.  The  argmnents  for  the  Bill 
could  be  very  briefly  put.  Thirty  years 
ago  three  things  were  legalised  after  a 
desperate  fight  between  employers  and 
workmen.  The  first  was  peaceful  pers  ua- 
sion ;  second,  that  two  or  more  persons 
might  combine  to  do,  or  procure  to  have 
done,  an  act  which  would  be  no  ground  for 
action  if  done  by  one  person ;  and  third, 
the  funds  of  trades  unions  and  organisa- 
tions were  most  carefully  protected. 
Now,  every  one  of  these  things  which  for 
thirty  years  they  understood  to  be 
legalised  had  been  repealed  or  taken 
away  by  the  Judges.  This  Bill  would 
reinstate  the  old  state  of  things,  and  tell 
the  Judges  that  they  were  wrong.  The  j 
only  objection  he  had  heard  to  the ; 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  that  the  whole 
matter  was  now  under  consideration  by 
a  Royal  Commission.  He  wished  to , 
speak  frankly  and  fairly  the  feelings  of 
his  constituency  on  this  matter.  It  was  , 
the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  working  | 
classes'^ in  his  constituency  that  they 
might  as  well  expect  a   just  and  true; 


finding  from  the  Royal  Commission  as  a 
just  and  true  verdict  from  a  packed  jury. 
He  believed  that  the  Royal  Commission 
was  of  no  use,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
obscuring  the  issues. 

Mr.  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  (Old- 
ham) expressed  the  hope  that  the 
House  would  not  resent  his  taking  part 
in  this  discussion.  Although  he  had  not 
ventured  to  intervene  in  previous  discus- 
sions on  this  question  during  the  present 
Parliament,  he  had  been  forced  by  the 
interests  of  his  constituency  to  pay  the 
closest  attention  to  the  debate  and  do  his 
best  to  study  the  question.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  there  were  two  questions 
before  the  House,  both  important,  both 
controversial,  and  each  distinct  from  the 
other.  There  was  the  question  of  object 
and  the  question  of  method.  So  far  as 
he  could  see,  the  object  which  the  mover 
of  this  Bill  had  in  view  was  to  restore 
the  trade  unions  to  the  position  they 
occupied  before  the  law  in  the  quarter 
of  a  century  which  had  followed  the 
legislation  of  1875 ;  and,  that  being  so, 
he  intended  to  vote  for  its  Second  Reading. 
He  was  unable  to  pronounce  whether  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  achieve  the 
object  its  promoters  had  in  view; 
whether  it  would  fall  short  of  that  object 
or  overshoot  it.  The  Government  could 
have  drafted  a  better  Bill,  perhaps,  but 
they  had  shown  no  desire  to  move  in  the 
matter.  If  after  the  debate  upon 
this  question  last  year  the  Prime 
Minister  had  called  together  h 
small  informal  judicial  expert  Com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  state 
of  the  law,  and  advise  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  it,  and  as  to  some 
effective  legislation,  the  House  might  to- 
day have  been  discussing  a  better  Bill 
than  this;  a  Bill  backed  by  all  the 
authority  of  the  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  decided 
otherwise  and  appointed  a  Commission, 
which,  after  tiding  over  the  Parliamentary 
exigencies  for  the  time  being,  had  had  the 
effect  of  hanging  up  the  whole  matter 
indefinitely.  The  Commission  which  had 
been  formed  to  examine  into  the  state 
of  trade  union  law  was  not  a  Commis- 
sion of  action  but  of  delay,  and  he  did 
not  wonder  that  the  trade  union  leaders 
had   declined  to  have  anything  to   do 
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with  a  body  which  was  destined  to  stave  i 
off    this   matter    indefinitely.      In    the 
absence  of  any  practical  proposals  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  and  the  absence 
of  any  desire  on  their  part  to  make  any  ' 
practical     proposals,     those    who     be- 
believed  there  was  reason  and  force  in 
the  arguments  of  trade  unions  in  this 
matter  were  forced  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  affirm  the  legislation  of  1875, 
and  their    desire    to    place    the    trade  i 
unions  in  their  old  position. 

He  admitted  it  was  difficidt  to  find  a 
logical  reason  for  relieving  trade  unions  of 
their  responsibilities  and  leaving  them 
their  power,  and,  after  all,  if  they  followed  , 
out  the  line  of  logical  argument  it  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  responsibility  should 
be  with  the  power.  But  if  there  was  no 
logical  argument  in  its  favour  there  was  I 
the  practical  answer  that  for  twenty -five  ' 

Ciars  this  illogicalness  was  the  law  of  the  ; 
nd,  and  nobody  suggested  that  it  ever 
did  any  harm.  The  law  of  1875,  which 
amended  the  legislation  of  1871,  was  the 
charter  of  the  trade  unions.  That  law 
was  the  work  of  a  Tory  Government;  it  { 
was  introduced  by  so  good  a  Tory  as 
Lord  Cross,  had  the  imprimatur  of 
Disraeli,  and  was  one  of  the  great 
agencies  by  which  what  was  called  the 
Tory  democracy  had  been  built  up  in 
this  country.  The  Tory  Party  then  was 
less  a  manufacturers'  party  than  it  was 
now,  but  legislation  was  changed  by  that 
Act.  Under  it  trade  unions  obtained 
great  power  ;  under  it  they  had  been 
corrected  for  their  abuse  of  power ;  under 
it  they  had  learned  and  flourished,  and 
under  it  had  become  more  highly  organised, 
more  highly  educated,  and  less  violent 
and  unjust  in  meeting  arguments  and 
friendly  observations  when  settlements 
were  being  arrived  at.  Under  that 
legislation  they  had  enjoyed  a  period 
of  peaceful  trade  in  the  country  undis- 
turbed by  any  strikes  or  violent  in- 
dustrial commotions.  The  Trade  Unions 
Congress  went  out  of  its  way  to 
record  its  deliberate  approval  of  this 
legislation,  and  had  said  that  the 
law  as  it  stood  had,  for  a  number  of 
years,  acted  perfectly  fairly  as  between 
employers  and  employed.  That  was  a 
tribute  from  its  political  opponents  to 
the  Conservative  Party  in  the  days  when 
t  was  not  the  sham  it  was  now,  and 
Mr,  fFirisUm  Churchill. 


was  not  afraid  to  deal  with  the  problem 
of  the  working  classes. 

No  one  would  deny  that  the  law 
of  1875  had  not  been  altered.  It  had 
not  been  altered  by  authority,  but 
had  been  altered  in  practice  which 
was  much  the  same  thing,  and 
it  had  been  altered  consistently  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  trade  uniona, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  the  employers* 
The  law  on  this  question  was  difficult 
and  obscure.  All  must  realise  that  upon 
the  smooth  and  plain  foundation  of  the 
legislation  of  1875  there  had  grown  up  a 
vast  superstructure  of  legal  decisions, 
which  seemed  to  conflict  with  each  other 
and  which  were  very  difficult  of  interpreta- 
tion ;  and  that  there  was  a  wide  sense  of 
doubt  and  distrust  among  both  em- 
ployers  and  employed  as  to  what  ex- 
actly might,  or  might  not,  be  done  in  the 
conduct  of  a  strike  or  lock-out ;  and  when 
they  turned  for  information  to  the  great 
authorities  of  the  legal  profession  they 
were  told  that  the  law  had  got  into  sucn 
a  state  that  no  man  could  tell  what  it 
was.  Not  only  had  the  law  been  made 
more  severe  with  regard  to  trade  unions, 
but  it  had  been  made  much  more  un- 
certain, and  upon  the  top  of  all  had 
come  the  Taff  Vale  decision.  At  the 
moment  when  the  law  on  this  subject 
had  become  more  doubtful,  the  conse- 
quences of  a  breach  of  the  law  became 
more  serious  and  more  far-reaching.  If, 
in  the  conduct  of  a  strike,  any  act  of  an 
agent,  done  in  haste,  or  ignorance,  or 
I  malice,  transcended  the  shadowy  and 
uncertain  border  Hne  of  what  was 
peaceful  persuasion,  it  immediately 
I  became  the  ground  for  an  action  for 
damages;  and  if  the  action  was  suc- 
cessful trade  union  funds,  accumu- 
lated shilUng  by  shilling  during  many 
years,  and  inextricably  mingled  with 
moneys  intended  for  friendly  and  pro- 
vident purposes,  might  be  swept  away. 
That  was  a  situation  which  had  produced 
profound  anxiety  all  over  industrial 
liancashire,  and  it  was  not  one  that  could 
I  be  contemplated  with  equanimity.  He 
did  not  imderstand  that  the  Hon.  Member 
j  who  moved  this  Bill,  or  the  Hou&e 
desired  that  the  law  should  be  altered 
from  what  it  was,  or  that  trade  unions 
j  should  have  more  power,  but  he  believed 
the  House  had  made  up  its  mind  that 
I  trade    unions    should     not     have     less 
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]  ower ;  and,  above  all,  they  wished  that 
the  law  should  at  any  rate  be  made  as 
clear  as  the  judiciary  and  Parliament 
could  make  it.  It  could  not,  he  thought, 
be  said  that  labour  bulked  too  largely  in 
English  politics  at  the  present  time. 
When  they  considered  how  vast  the 
labour  interest  was,  how  vital,  how 
human,  when  they  considered  the  gigantic 
powers  which  by  the  consent  of  both 
Parties  had  been  given  to  the  working 
classes,  when,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
considered  the  influence  in  this  House  of 
company  directors,  the  learned  profes- 
sions, the  service  Members,  the  railway, 
landed,  and  liquor  interests,  it  would 
surely  be  admitted  that  the  influence  of 
labour  on  the  course  of  legislation  was  \  formerly  supposed  that  to  establish  con 


was  idle  to  pretend  that  menace  or  in- 
timidation or  any  illegal  conduct  could 
be  let  in  under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill. 
One  hon.  Member  opposite  had  put 
very  strongly  and  very  forcibly  the  pro- 
position that  a  trade  union,  like  any 
other  organisation,  ought  to  be  made 
responsible  for  the  action  of  its  agents. 
If  a  trade  union  and  its  members  were  to 
be  treated  on  the  strict  analogy  of  the  re- 
lations of  principal  and  agent,  then  it 
ought  to  have  the  right  to  enforce  con- 
tracts against  its  members.  Under  the 
existing  law  a  trade  union  had  no  right 
of  action  against  its  members,  and  that 
was  a  matter  which  would  have  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.     It  was  also 


even  ludicrously  small.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber here  faltered  in  the  conclusion  of  his 
speech,  and,  amid  s^onpathetic  cheers, 
resumed  his  seat,  after  thanking  the 
House  for  having  listened  to  him. 

Mb.  BOBSON  (South  Shields)  said 
many  speakers  had  expressed  the  opinion 
that    this  Bill  intended  to   make  some 


spiracy  there  must  also  be  established  an 
illegal  object,  but  that  was  no  longer  the 
law  so  far  as  trades  unions  were  concerned, 
because  if  a  trade  union  chose  to  call 
out  its  men  because  they  did  not  care  to 
work  with  non-unionists — and  none  could 
say  that  that  was  an  illegal  object — that 
was  repeatedly  made  the  gravamen 
of  the   case  in    legal  proceedings.      It 


change  in  the  law  as  we  knew  it,  and  |  had  hitherto   been    regarded    as    every 


that  it  proposed  to  create  a  privileged 
class.    AH  those  who  had  described  the 
flrst  clause  relating  to  peaceful  picketing  > 
had  described  it  as  a  clause  which  would  ; 
enable  vast  numbers  of  pickets  to  stand  at 
the  gate  of  a  works  and  by  peaceful  argu- 
ment to  turn  men  away  who  were  going  to  ' 
their  employment.   A  more  complete  mis- ; 
statement  could  not  be  conceived.    The  1 
Bill  not  only  described  peaceful  picketing 
but  also  contained  greater  safeguards.  Let 
hon.  Members  who  dealt  with  this  subject 
keep  steadily  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  em- 
ployer had  a  right  to  choose  the  tribunal 
which  should  decide  any  dispute  he  had 
with  his  men ;  he  had  the  right  to  choose 
what  might  be  called  the  special  jury. 
What  did  that  mean  ?  It  was  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  dispute.  It  meant  that  the 
employer  might  constitute  the  tribunal 
from  classes  sympathetic  with  his  own 
view;  a  tribunal  in  which  the  working 
man  had  no  place.     No  workman  had  a 
right   to    be    summoned  to  a   tribunal 
where  a  master  was  trying  a  trade  dis- 
pute.      Let  them    imagine  what     that 
meant.     The  Bill  did  not  propose,  and 
those  who  promoted  it  did  not  propose, 
to   alter  that  system,  though  it  might 
work  great  injustice.    That  being  so,  it 


man's  right  to  do  his  work  under  condi- 
tions which  seemed  to  him  fair,  and  that 
he  ought  not  to  be  called  on  to  state 
his  motives  for  declining  to  work  under 
certain  conditions,  but  now  trade  unions 
were,  according  to  the  highest  authori- 
ties, bound  to  go  to  Court  and  justify  the 
calling-out  of  men  by  their  officials.  In 
other  words,  such  an  official  could  not 
incite  the  men  of  his  trade  to  leave  their 
work  without  being  liable  to  have  ta 
satisfy  a  jury  that  the  reasons  for  calling^ 
them  out  were  perfectly  just.  Then,  if  the 
jury  thought  the  reasons  given  in- 
sufficient, the  union  might  be  ruined 
and  the  official  driven  into  bankruptcy. 
How,  under  such  circumstances,  could  the 
right  of  combination  be  said  to  exist  ?  It. 
had,  under  recent  decisions,  become  a 
mere  snare  and  farce.  It  was  also- 
certain  that  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary 
functions  of  a  trade  union  official  had 
become  dangerous. 

The     ATTORNEY-GENERAL     (Sir 

Robert  FiNLAy,Inverness  Burghs)  said  he 

I  would  like  to  state,  shortly,  the  reasons- 

■  why  he  felt  unable  to  vote  for  the  Second 

Reading.   He  agreed  with  everything  that 

had  been  said  as  to  the  excellent  work 
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.  which  had  been  done  by  trade  unions  in  | 
this  country — indeed,  every  one  who 
carried  his  mind  back  to  the  time  before  ! 
trade  unions  were  legalised  would  recog- 
nise what  we  owed  to  trade  unions.  He 
agreed  also  with  everything  that  had  been 
said  as  to  the  admirable  way  in  which 
labour  and  trade  unions  were  represented  ' 
in  the  House.  He  had  the  highest  respect 
for  the  motives  in  pursuance  of  which  the 
BiU  had  been  introduced,  but  he  believed 
that  it  was  fraught  with  consequences 
which  those  responsible  for  it  had  not 
sufficiently  considered.  The  third  clause 
of  the  Bill  was  by  far  the  most  import- 
ant. If  that  was  enacted  nothing  else 
would  be  wanted  by  the  most  ardent 
supporters  of  these  immunities  of  trade 
unions,  because  the  effect  would  be  to 
give  entire  immunity  in  respect  of  all 
civil  proceedings  for  any  wrong  that 
might  be  done  in  the  course  of  any  trade 
dispute.  Of  course,  it  might  be  said 
that  any  person  who  committed  a 
criminal  act  would  be  amenable  to  the 
criminal  law.  That  might  apply  to  the 
punishment  of  the  grosser  cases ;  but  in 
no  case  would  it  afford  any  redress  to  the 
person,  be  he  employer  or  workman,  who 
had  been  injured  by  the  wrong  committed. 
It  was  idle  to  talk  of  suing  the  individual 
workman.  Such  an  action  must  be  fruit- 
less. The  question,  then,  was  reduced 
to  this — was  the  House,  by  enacting;  that 
trade  unions  were  not  to  be  liable  for 
the  acts  done  by  persons  acting  under 
them  and  within  the  scope  of  their 
authority,  to  give  entire  immunity  from 
civil  redress  to  those  powerful  and 
wealthy  organisations  when  they  were 
responsible  for  wrongful  acts  which  micht 
result  in  serious  damage  to  individual  ? 
His  hon*  and  learned  friend  the 
Member    for  Dumfries     had    said  that 

'on'^^rst  thoughts  it  would  strike  any- 
one that  it  was  unjust  to  pass  such 
a  law;  but  on  second  thoughts  he 
might  come  to  another  conclusion. 
Might  he  remind  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  of  the  saying  of  Bishop  Butler, 
that  in  questions  of  right  and  wrong 
first  thoughts  were  always  the  best  ?  He 
could  not  agree  with  much  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend's  history  of  trade 
unions.  He  had  said  that  trade  unions 
had  not  been  made  corporations  and  he 
seemed  to  think  that  the  reasons  for  that 
was  that  it  was  not  desirable  that  they 
Sir  Robmi  Fiiday. 


should  be  liable  to  be  sued.  It  was  true 
that  it  was  not  considered  desirable  that 
they  should  be  liable  to  action  by  tlieir 
members,  or  that  they  should  Iviig 
actions  against  their  members.  If  soeb 
actions  were  allowed,  it  would  be  re- 
ducing a  great  part  of  the  population  to 
a  condition  of  serfdom.  No  such  thing 
was  known  to  the  law  as  an  injniictioD 
against  the  workman  as  to  the  way  in 
which  he  should  or  should  not  emploT 
his  labour.  Then  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  said  that  the  benefit  fon^ 
had  grown  up  in  the  belief  that  & 
trade  union  was  not  liable  to  be  sued. 
It  was  true  that  that  opinion  bad  pre- 
vailed before  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice 
Farwell;  but  what  was  to  prevent  a 
trade  union  separating  all  funds  it  held 
for  benefit  purposes  and  putting  them  in 
trust  for  those  purposes,  so  that  thej 
could  not  be  employed  for  fi^tisg 
purposes  nor  made  liable  for  damages 
for  the  wrongful  acts  of  the  unioo 
officials?  The  hon  Member  for  Derby 
had  said  on  a  former  or^casion  that  that 
could  never  be  done,  but  why  was  it 
impossible  ? 

*Mb.  bell  said  it  would  be  impossbk 
without  duplicating  the  whole  of  the 
officials  and  the  whole  cost  of  manage- 
ment. 

SiE  ROBERT  FINLAY  did  not  agree 
with  that.  The  only  reason  the  hon. 
Member  had  given  that  day  was  that,  if 
the  funds  were  separated,  it  might  tend 
to  promote  a  warlike  spirit  in  the  uniom. 
He  confessed  he  had  some  doubts  a  boot 
that ;  but  he  was  convinced  that,  if  such 
a  separation  was  carried  out,  it  would 
prevent  funds  which  were  intended  to 
provide  for  widows  and  sick  personal  from 
being  used  for  fighting  purposes.  Surelj 
there  was  nothmg  wrong  about  that 
What  was  there  to  prevent  the  subscrip- 
tions sent  in  from  being  divided,  in  what- 
ever proportion  the  members  might  de- 
termine— so  much  for  the  benefit  funds 
and  so  much  for  trade  union  warfare. 

*Mb.  bell  said  it  was  done'now  in  manv 
unions  and  had  been  for  some  consider- 
able time.  The  Taff  Vale  case  was 
argued  on  the  separation  of  the  funds, 
and  the  House  of  liords  decided  that  that 
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made  no  difference  so  long  as  they  were 
under  the  administration  of  one  com- 
mittee. 
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hon.  Member  for  South  Shields  goes 
further  and  has  a  distrust  of  all  special 
juries. 


Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  he  appre- 
hended that  the  whole  funds  were  at  the 
disposal  of  the  governing  body,  wheraas 
lie  was  suggesting  that  the  fund  for  bene- 
fit purposes  should  be  held  in  trust  for 
those  purposes.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  trade  unions  held  the  remedy  in  their 
own  hands.  Whatever  their  services  to 
the  working  man,  why  should  trade 
unions  be  put  above  the  law  ?  Language 
had  been  used  in  the  debate  which  seemed 
to  imply  that  there  was  one  law  for 
trade  unions  and  another  for  other 
associations  or  companies,  but  law  was 
exactly  the  same  for  trade  unions*  and 
other  ordinary  companies  and  corpora- 
tions. No  liability  was  imposed  on  a 
trade  imion  for  acts  of  its  members  or 
officials  which  was  not  imposed  on  any 
trading  company.  It  was  said  that 
in  the  South  Wales  case  when  the  union 
had  ordered  the  men  to  stop  work  they 
were  only  doing  what  the  owner  of  the 
mine  had  previously  done;  but  there  was 
a  great  difference  between  the  two  cases. 
The  owner  was  not  breaking  his  contract 
when  he  stopped  work,  whereas  the  trade 
union  called  out  men  who  were  under  a 
contract  to  do  the  work.  If  the  owner 
broke  his  contract  with  the  workmen 
he  would  be  liable  to  them,  and  if  the 
men  broke  their  contract  with  the  master 
they  ought  to  be  liable  to  him.  Com- 
plaint had  been  made  of  the  decisions  in 
particular  cases.  He  supposed  there 
never  was  an  unsuccessful  Utigant  who 
did  not  think  it  his  right  and  privilege, 
almost  his  duty,  to  grumble  at  the  Judge 
and  jury.  A  suggestion  had  been  made 
which  seemed  to  mean  that  in  Middlesex 
juries  were  not  to  be  trusted  in  such 
matters. 


*Hb.    BELL: 
matters. 


Not    in  trade    union 


Sm  ROBERT  FINLAY :  I  think  that 
is  a  very  undeserved  aspersion.    But  the 
VOL.  CXXXIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  ROBSON  :  In  trade  union  cases. 

,  Sir  ROBERT  FINLAY  said  that  was 
to  say  that,  having  been  unsuccessful  in 
certain  cases  before  special  juries,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  an  inveterate 
animosity  against  them,  but  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  ground  for 
the  suggestion  that  trade  unions 
did  not  get  justice  at  the  hands  of 
special  juries.  He  had  said  that  if 
the  third  clause  were  passed  the  trade 
unions  would  want  nothing  else  ;  but,  in 
view,  he  supposed,  of  the  possibility  of 
that  [clause  not  being  passed,  two  other 
^  clauses  had  been  mserted  in  the  Bill. 
One  of  these  clauses  dealt  with  the  law  of 
conspiracy.  The  proposal  was  that  the 
law  of  conspiracy  should  be  left  intact  in 
all  cases  except  trade  disputes.  He  did 
not  consider  that  a  reasonable  method  of 
dealing  with  the  law.  It  simply  came  to 
this — that  when  a  man  suffered  damage 
by  the  action  of  persons  engaged  in  a 
trade  dispute  he  would  be  deprived  of  his 
civil  remedy.  The  law  in  the  matter  of 
conspiracy  was  absolutely  the  same  for 
masters  and  workmen.  Reference  had 
been  made  to  a  speech  delivered  last  year 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary  with  regard  to 
the  Mogul  case  and  another  case  in  which 
a  trade  union  was  involved.  Might  he  be 
allowed  to  express  doubts  as  to  whether 
his  right  hon.  friend's  observations  were 
perfectly  accurate  in  that  respect  ?  The 
truth  was,  as  pointed  out  in  that  speech, 
that,  if  we  were  to  alter  the  law  of  con- 
spiracy, it  would  be  a  very  serious  ques- 
tion whether  the  alteration  should  not  be 
in  a  totally  different  direction,  and 
whether  we  should  not  make  it  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  some  of  those 
great  combinations  which,  though  bene- 
ficial in  some  instances,  might  in  others 
be  fraught  with  danger  to  the  public 
welfare.  He  was  speaking  of  trusts. 
But  this    Bill    tended  in   the    opposite 
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out  or  went  in.  For  those  reasons  he 
was  entirely  unable  to  support  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill.  When  the  matter 
was  before  the  House  last  year,  the  First 
Lord,  in  answer  to  appeals  from  the 
other  side,  ofEered  to  appoint  a 
Royal  Commissioner.  He  had  since 
done  so,  and  everyone  who  glanced  over 
the  names  of  those  constituting  it  would 
regard  it  as  a  very  strong  one  indeed. 
It  was  most  unfortunate  that,  merely 
because  no  trade  unionist  was  upon  the 
Commission,  the  trade  union  should 
have  come  to  the  decision  to  place  no 
evidence  before  it,  but  it  would  no  doubt 
go  on  with  its  work,  with  beneficent 
results.  In  conclusion,  he  appealed  to 
the  House  to  recognise  that  the  great 
principle  on  which  they  should  proceed 
was,  that  in  these  t^ade  disputes  tiiere 
should  be  perfect  freedom  for  everyone 
concerned — that  the  employer  should  be 
free  to  employ  whom  he  liked  and  the 
men  free  to  work  or  not  as  they  pleased, 
but  that  no  one  ought  to  have  the 
liberty  to  coerce  others.  However 
benevolent  the  intentions  of  the  pro. 
meters  of  that  Bill  might  be,  its  efiEect 
would  be  to  enable  certain  persons  to 
coerce  others,  and  therefore  he  should 
vote  against  it. 


direction.  It  proposed  to  do  away 
with  the  remedy  which  existed  for  a 
civil  wrong  done  by  a  combination. 

The  remaining  clause  dealt  with  the 
question  of  picketing.  Peaceful  per- 
suasion taken  by  itself  did  not  entai^ 
either  civil  or  criminal  liability ;  but,  if 
in  the  course  of  carrying  out  that  peace- 
ful persuasion  a  wrong  was  committed, 
peaceful  intentions  did  not  exempt  the 
persuader  from  liability  for  the  wrong. 
He  did  not  agree  with  the  Member  for 
Dumfries  in  regard  to  the  limited  effect 
of  the  clause  in  legalising  picketing. 
The  terms  of  the  clause  were  perfectly 
general  and  sweeping.  This  very  point 
had  been  discussed  on  a  previous  Bill, 
when  the  Member  for  Dumfries  said  that 
if  there  was  any  doubt  an  Amendment 
might  be  introduced  providing  that  the 
clause  should  not  apply  where  picketing 
was  a  nuisance.  It  was  only  reasonable 
to  conclude  that,  as  no  such  proviso 
stood  in  the  present  Bill,  it  was  feared 
that  it  would  undo  the  practical  effect  of 
the  clause.  Picketing  might  be  very 
innocent  or  it  might  entail  the  greatest 
possible  hardship.  Persuasion  depended 
upon  time,  and  place,  and  numbers. 
While  it  might  be  very  well  for  a  few 
m^n  to  persuade  another  on  a  proper 
occasion,  it  was  another  thing  for  that 
man's  house  to  be  watched  and  beset  by 
people  who  entered  on  their  course  of 
peaceful  persuasion  every  time  he  came 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  238 ;  Noes, 
199.  (Division  List  No.  91.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allen,  Charles  P. 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Qair 

Atberley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Bngg,  John 

Broadhnrst,  Henry 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnm 

Sir  Robert  Finlay, 


AYES. 

Burke,  £.  Haviland- 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
CampbeU-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chaoning,  Francis  Allston 
Chapman,  Edward 
Churchill,  Winston  Spenoer 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clare,  Ootavius  Leigh 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hnnter  (Lanark) 


Groan,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crooks,  William 

Cullinan,  J. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Dayies,  Alfred  (Carmartheo) 

Dayies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,Charles  Ramsay  (Galway 

Dewar,  John  A.  (InTemeea-sh. 

Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dobbie,  Josej^ 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  d 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Laoaik) 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 

Edwards,  Frank 

Elibank,  Master  of 
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Emmott,  Alfred   . 
£vans,SirFranois  H.(Maidstone 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Fisher,  WUlam  Hayes 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortesoue 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 
FuUer,  J.  M.  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.Hn.  Herbert  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Guest,  Hon.  Ivor  Churchill 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
.  Harcourt,  Lewis  V.  (Rossendale 
HarcourtRtHonSirW(Monm*th 
Harwood,  George 
Hay,  Hon.  Claude  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayter,  Rt  Hon,  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Healy,  Timothy  Michael 
Helme,  Norva]  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henaerson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhonse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Bright6ide 
Hope,  John  Deans  (Fife,  West) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson,  John  (Gateshead) 
Jones,David  Brynmor(Swan8ea 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  Li6nt.-Golonel  George 
Kenyon,  Hon.Geo.  T.(Denbigh) 
Kilbridge,  Denis 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lambert,  George 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Langley,  Batty 

Law,  Hugh  Alex.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Liayland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmtmd 
Leese,Sir  Joseph  F.( Aoorington 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
Long,  Sir  John 


Acland-Hood,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Agnew,  Sir  Andrew  Noel 
AOsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Amold-Forster,  Rt  Hn.  HoghO 
Anol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt  Joeoeline  FitxRoy 


Levy,  Maurice 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  David 

Logan,  John  William 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  Mark  A. 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M'Arthur,  Wlliam  (Cornwall) 

M'Crae,  George 
1  M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 
!  M*Kenna,  Reginald 

M*KiUop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
j  M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin 
^  Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
I  Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
I  Mellor,  Rt  Hon.  John  William 

Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,  N. ) 

Mooney,  John  J 
,  Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
,  Morley,Rt Hon.  John  (Montrose 
{  Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
!  Murphy,  John 
'  Nannetti,Jo8eph  P. 

Newnes,  Sir  Greorge 
;  Nolan,Col.John  P.  (Galway.N.) 
I  Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  \^lliam 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
I  0*Brien,Kendal(TipperaryMid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
'  O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipp«rary,  N.) 
I  O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,W. 
I  O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

O' Kelly,  James(Ro8Coinmon,N. 
j  O'Malley,  William 
j  O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
I  Parrot,  \^^lliam 
j  Partington,  Oswald 
i  Pearson^  Sir  Weetman  D. 

Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
i  Perks,  Robert  William 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Priestly,  Arthur 

Randies,  John  S. 

Rea,  Russell 

Reokitt,  Harold  James 

Reddy,M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Reid,  Sir  R.  Threshie  (Dumfries 

Rickett,  J.  Compton 

Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(Stalybridge 

Riffgy  Richard 

Rol^rts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee 

NOES. 

Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt  Hon.  A.J.(Manoh'r 
Balfour,  Rt  Hon.  G.  W.  (Leeds 
Banbmy,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (^^ndsor) 
Bartley,  Sir  George  (X  T. 


Robson,  William  Snowdon 
,  Roche,  John 
I  Rolleston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
I  RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
i  Ropner,  Cblonel  Sir  Robert 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Runciman,  Robert 
Russell,  T.  W. 
I  Rutherford,  W.W.  (Liverpoc!) 
'  Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
j  Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland) 
I  Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 
I  Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
!  Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(l8le  of  Wight) 
I  Shackleton,  David  James 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  ( Hawick  B.) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
I  Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 
I  Slack,  John  Bamford 
I  Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
I  Smith  Samuel  (Flint) 
'  Soares,  Ernest  J. 
I  Spencer,RtHn.C.R.(Northants 
!  Spencer,  Sir  E.  ( W.  Bromwich) 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
SuUivan,  Donal 
>  Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radcliffe) 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,E.) 
Thomas,David  Alfred(Merthyr) 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Tillet,  Louis  John 
Tomldnson,  James 
Toulmin,  Gteorge 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  Lawson  (Leeds^) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (Qaokmannan) 
Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  H.  ( Ashton  und.  Lyne 
Whitely,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whitt^er,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York.  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Woroestersh.  N.) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Hudder8fd 
Young,  Samuel 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 

Tellibs  fob  thx  Atxs — Miw 
Paclton  and  Mr.  Bell 


Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
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Boulnois,  Edmund 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bull,  William  James 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.J. A. (Glasgow 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W( Derbyshire) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord'  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hon.  J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.A(Woro. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chve,  (japtain  Percy  A. 
(^oates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane.  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colomb,  Rt.Hon.Sir  John  C.R. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Craig,  Charles  Curtis  ( Antrim,S. 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William   Bromley- 
Da  vies,  SirHoratioD.  (Chatham 
Denny,  CJolonel 
Dickson,  (Charles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartland,SirFred  Dixon 
Dorington,Rt.  Hon. Sir  John  E. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergusson,  Rt.Hn.Sir J. (Manc*r 
Fielden,   Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Gibbs,  Hon.  A.  G.  H.  I 

Gordon,Maj  Evan8-(T*rH'mlet8 
Grosohen,  Hn.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury)  ' 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 


{ COMMONS }  of  the  House. 

Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton,Marq.  of  (Londonderry 
Hardy,  Laurence(Kent,A8hford 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,  N.  W. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sur  A.  (Stafford, W.) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,RtHn  H(Somer8't,E 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
!  Howard,  J.  (Midd.,Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H. 
Kerr,  Jolm 
i  Kimber,  Henry 
I  Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -Greneral 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow)  , 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.  R.) 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Lees,  Sir  EUiott  (Birkenhead) 
Legge*  Ckul'  Hon.  Heneage 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -0)1.  A.  R. 
Long,Col.Charle8.  W.(  Evesham) 
Lowe,  Francis  William  | 

Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.,  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
'  Lucas, Reginald  J. (Portsmouth)  \ 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
^tecIver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool)    | 
M^CJalmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph  ; 

Maxwell,  RtHnSlrH.E.(Wigt'n  : 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mihier,Rt.Hon.Sir  Frederick  G.  l 
Milvain,  Thomas  I 

Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Montagu,  G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.J.Scott(Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Newdegate,  Francis  A.  N. 
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Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Pease,  Herbt.  Pike  (Darlington 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryoe-Jones,   Lt.-Ck>L   Edward 
PjTn,  C.  Guy 
Ratcliff,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  CJharles  Bine 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Qreeo 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Boyds,  Clement  Molyneax 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancaahire) 
Sackville,  0)1.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Samuel,  SirHarryS.(Limehouse 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanarks. ) 
Stanley,EdwardJas.(Someraet ) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  5L 
Stroyan,  John 

Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G(Oxf  d  Univ. 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 

Tufnell,  Lieut.-CoL  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walker,  Col.  William  Hall 
Walrond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  H 
Wankiyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Ck>lonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Lt-Col.  A.aE(Taunton 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willouffhby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wills,  Sir  Frederick 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  Gecn^ 
Younger,  William 

Tbllebs  fob  thi  Nobs— 
Colonel  Pilkinffton  and 
Sir  William  Toj^mson. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the 
Standing  Conmiittee  on  Law,  &c." — (Mr. 
PaiUton.) 

And  it  being  after  half-past  Five  of 
tl  e  clock,  and  objection  being  taken  to  i 


Further   Proceeding,   the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon    Friday 
next. 

Adjourned    at    nineteen  minute* 
before  Six  o'clock  till  Monday 
<     next. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  2blh  April,  1904. 

A  QUESTION  OF  PROCEDURE. 
The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury):  I  have  to  make 
a  somewhat  unusaal  Motion,  and  I  must 
explain  to  your  Lordships  how  the 
question  arises.  Your  Lordships  are 
doubtless  aware  that,  on  the  succession 
of  a  Peer,  his  title  has  to  be  investigated. 
But  where  it  is  known  to  be,  and  is 
found  on  investigation  to  be,  only  the 
ordinary  succession  of  a  son  or  of  some 
one  in  the  direct  line,  there  is  no  difficulty 
and,  instead  of  compelling  the  parties  to 
go  to  the  expense  of  the  elaborate 
machinery  of  the  Committee  of  Privileges, 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  House  to 
take  the  certificate  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
for  the  time  being,  who  investigates  the 
title,  certifies  the  House,  and  accord- 
ingly the  writ  is  issued,  and  in  the 
ordinary  course  the  Peer  takes  his  seat. 
It  so  happens  that  a  writ  was  issued  to 
Lord  Hartismere  (I^rd  Henniker)  at  the 
commencement  of  this  Parliament.  He 
never  came  forward,  and  never  took  up 
his  writ.  The  result  was  that  there  was 
lying  in  the  office  a  writ  to  be  given  to 
the  Peer  to  whom  it  belonged — a  writ 
directed  to  Lord  Hartismere  by  his  title 
in  the  ordinary  course.  His  son,  appar- 
ently not  being  aware  of  what  I  have 
stated  as  to  the  preliminary  investigation 
before  he  took  his  seat,  came  to  the  office 
and  asked  for  his  writ.  There  was  a  writ 
directed  to  his  title  in  the  office.  The 
Christian  name  was  not  observed,  and  the 
writ  was  delivered  to  him.  He  came  to  the 
Table  last  Thursday,  took  the  oath,  and 
subscribed  his  name  as  a  Peer  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  a  curious  fact  tbat  a  good 
many  years  ago^it  was  before  the  Irish 
Church  was  disestablished — the  same 
mistake  was  made  in  the  case  of  the 
Bishop  of  Dromore ;  and,  in  making  the 
Motion  which  I  am  about  to  move,  I  am 
following  the  exact  precedent  in  that  case. 
The  incident  cannot  be  passed  over 
becaufle  it  is  part  of  the  regular  business 
of  the  House.  The  Motion  is  :—"  That 
the  entry  in  the  Journals  of  the  House 
of  Thursday  last,  that  Lord  Hartismere 
(Lord  Henniker)  sat  first  in  Parliament 
after  the  death  of  his  father  be  vacated ; 
that  the  entry  of  the  name  of  the  Lord 
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Hartismere  among  the  Lords  present  on 
Thursday  last  be  vacated,  and  'that  the 
signature  on  the  Test  Roll  be  vacated."  It 
was  a  mistake,  of  course,  and  nothing  but 
a  mistake,  and  I  am  sorry  that  the  young 
gentleman  who  made  it  will  have  the 
trouble  of  going  through  the  form  again. 
I  hope  he  i^nll  not  be  disturbed,  but  I  am 
compelled  to  make  the  Motion  because  it 
is  in  accordance  with  the  Orders  and  Rules 
I  of  the  House,  and  it  is  very  important 
indeed  that  they  should  not  be  dis- 
regarded.    I  make  the  Motion. 

Moved,  "  That  the  entry  in  the  Journals 
of  Thursday  last,  stating  that  Lord 
Hartismere  (L.  ^enm*ifc«r)  sat  first  in  Parlia- 
ment after  the  (ieath  of  his  father,  be 
vacated.  That  the  entry  of  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Hartismere  among  the  Lords 
present  on  Thursday  la^  be  vacated. 
That  the  signature  on  the  Test  Roll  be 
vacated." — (The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Agreed  to  j  and  ordered  accordingly. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with: — 
Bishop's  Stortford  and  District  Gas; 
Brixham  Gas;  St.  Marylebone  Electric 
Lighting;  Colney  Hatch  Gas;  liondon 
\nd  North  Western  Railway;  Mid- 
Ian  i  Railway;  Charing  Cross  Euston, 
and  Hampstead  Railway;  Felixstowe 
Gas;  Birkdale  Improvement;  Acton 
Improvement;  Soothill  Nether  Urban 
District  Tramways ;  Southend-on-Sea 
Gas.  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 

De  Trafford  Estate.  Petition  for  a 
Private*  Bill ;  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
proposed  Bill  annexed  thereto;  read, 
and  referred  to  two  English  Judges. 

Iiord  Tredegar's  Supplemental  Estate. 
Petition  for  a  Private  Bill;  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  proposed  Bill  annexed 
thereto;  read,  and  referred  to  two 
English  Judges. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Rail- 
way BilL    A  petition  of  Messrs.  Batten, 
2  N 
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Proffitt,  and  Scott,  of  32,  Great  George 
Street,  London,  praying  for  leave  to 
present  a  petition  of  the  East  Ham 
Urban  District  Council,  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bill, 
although  the  time  limited  by  Standing 
Order  No.  93  for  presenting  such  petition 
has  expired ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table ;  and  Standing  Order  No.  93 
to  be  considered  To-morrow  in  order  to 
its  being  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the 
said  petition. 

Holywood  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.].  A 
witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Oommittee. 

Chippenham  Gas  Bill.  Read  2^  and 
<;ommitted.  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Kirkby-in-Ashfield  Urban  District  Gas 
Bill.    Read  2^  and  committed. 

Sheppy  Gas  Bill.  Read  *2»,  and  com- 
mitted. The  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas  Bill.  Read 
2*,  and  committed. 

North  Staffordshire  Railway  Bill. 
Read  2*,  and  committed.  The  Committee 
to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Sekction. 

Norwich  Water  Bill ;  Sutton  Gas  Bill ; 
Croydon  Gas  Bill.  Read  2%  and  com- 
mitted. 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill.  Read 
2*,  and  committed.  The  Committee  to 
be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection. 

London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Rail- 
way Bill.     Read  2». 


Ryde  Gas  Bill, 
mitted. 


Read  2*,  and  com- 


Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  and  District 
Water  Bill.  Brought  from  the  Com- 
mons; read  P;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

Lothians  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  3rd 
of  May  next. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  BiU  [h.l.].  a  Bill  to  confirm  a 
Provisional  Ord?r  made  by  the  Board  of 


Trade  under  the  General  Pier  anl 
Harbour  Act,  1861,  relating  to  Wexforil, 
was  presented  by  the  Lord  Wolver- 
ton ;  read  1* ;  to  be  printed ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners.   (No.  50.) 


PETITIONS. 

INTOXICATING    LIQUORS. 
Petition  against   the  sale  of,  on  Sun- 
days; of  inhabitants  of  Plymouth  ;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

WEIGHTS    AND    MEASURES    (METRIC 
SYSTEM)  BILL[H.L.]. 

Petition  in  favour  of;  of  Parliamentary 
and  Police  Boroughs  of  Scotland ;  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  16th  April,  1904^ 
declaring  Chengtu  to   be  an  unhealthy 
place  within  the  meaning  of  the  Super- 
annuation Act,  1876. 

Treasury  minute,  dated  19th  April 
1904,  granting  a  retired  allowance  to 
Herbert  C.  Steeds,  counter  clerk  and 
telegraphist,  London  Post  Office,  under 
Section  2  of  the  Superannuation  Act, 
1887. 

COMPANIES  (WINDING  UP)  ACT,  1890. 
i      Account  showing  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture on  account  of  proceedings  under  the 
Companies    (Winding-up)     Act,     1890. 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1904. 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  1883  (PROCEEDINGS  . 
Account  showing  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditure on  account  of  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings during  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1904. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 
(SUPERANNUATION)  ACT.  1898. 

.  Rule  amending  Rule  24  (1)  (a)  of  the 
School  Teachers'  Superannuation  Rules 
(Scotland),  1899. 

Rule  amending  Rule  24  (1)  (a)  of  the 
School  Teachers'  Superannuation   Rule3 
;  (Scotland),  1899. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  anl  orderel  to  lie  on  tlie  Tflble. 
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EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  in  Scotland,  dated  25th  April, 
1904,   providing  for  the  distribution  of 
the  general  aid  grant. 

INDIA  (CENSUS). 
General  Report  of  the  Census  of  India, 
1901. 

HISTORICAL  MANUSCRIPTS  (ROYAL 
COMMISSION). 

Report  on  the  manuscripts  of  Fthe 
Marquess  of  Bath,  preserved  at  Longleat, 
Wiltshire.    Vol.  I. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


ARMY  ANNUAL  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  |  (according     to 
order).      Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment.     Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 


NEW  BILL. 


MERCHANT  SHIPPING  BILL  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Merchant  Ship- 
ping Acts,  1894  to  1900,  was  presented 
i)y  the  Lord  Wolverton  ;  read  1'* ;  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Thursday 
next.     (No.  51.) 


MARINERS  AND   INCOME-TAX.    ; 

I^RD  MUSKERRY  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  the  changed  attitude  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  on  the  subject  of 
m'iriners  beino;,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, exempt  from  payment  of  income- 
tax  ;  and  to  ask  why  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  are  now  requiring  certain 
mariners  to  pay  income-tax  when,  under 
the  terms  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
Board  t^  the  Merchant  Service  Guild  in 
the  year  1901,  they  have  hitherto  been 
freed  from  payment.  He  said:  My 
Lords,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  your  Lordships  to  a  curious  case 
of  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  in  regard 
to  the  incidence  of  income-tax  upon 
mariners.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  say 
that  under    ordinary   circumstances    it 


is  but  right  that  those  who  enjoy 
the  privile^^es  of  citizenship  of  this 
country  should  be  compelled  to  contribute 
to  its  taxation,  but  I  venture  to  say  that 
mariners  labour  under  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances and  are  denied  the  ordinary 
privileges  of  citizenship.  They  are  re- 
quired to  pay  their  quota  of  rates  and 
taxes,  but  no  facilities  are  given  to 
enable  them  to  exercise  their  votes,  and 
to  have  some  voice  in  the  framing  of  the 
laws  under  which  they  are  governed. 

Under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
mariners  are  liable  to  incur  a  multitude 
of  pains  and  penalties.  In  fhe  case  of  a 
merchant  captain  the  total  liabilities  in 
the  shape  of  fines  which  can  be  inflicted 
upon  him  under  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act  exceed  £7, COO,  and  under  the  Aliens 
Bill  the  Government  propose  to  saddle 
bim  with  "another  £100  penalty  for 
bringing  in  undesirables,  when  as  a 
matter  of  fact  he  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  shipment  of  passengers.  He  has 
quite  enough  to  do  to  attend  to  the 
safe  navigation  of  his  vessel.  Conse- 
quently, it  will  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise 
to  your  Lordships  that  such  people, 
possessing  little,  if  any,  privileges  under 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act  have  some 
reluctance  in  paying  income-tax ;  and  as 
it  appears  that  under  the  law  relating 
to  income-tax  they  are  under  certain 
circumstances  exempt  from  payment, 
they  cannot  be  blamed  for  taking  advan- 
tage of  it. 

In  the  year  1901  the  Merchant  Service 
Guild  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  that  an 
unmarried  mariner  who  was  not  an  owner 
or  rated  occupier  and  was  absent  from 
the  country  for  a  period  of  six  months 
during  the  year — which  need  not  neces- 
sarily be  continuous — could  claim  ex 
emption  from  payment  of  the  tax.  This 
was  admitted  by  the  Board,  and  in  some 
cases,  I  understand,  they  went  so  far 
as  to  return  payments  made  by  mariners 
in  previous  years.  There  has  now,  how- 
ever, been  an  entire  change  of  front  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
which  requires,  I  consider,  some  explana- 
tion. Hitherto,  as  I  have  said,  it  was 
only  necessary  under  certain  circumstances 
for  a  mariner  to  be  absent  from  the 
country  for  six  months  during  the  year 
to  claim  exemption.  The  Board  now 
inform  the  Merchant  Service  Guild  that 
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the  mariner  must  be  away  from  the 
country  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
This  makes  a  great  difference,  and  is  a 
serious  matter  for  many  of  those  who  earn 
their  living — and  a  scanty  one  it  usually 
is — at  sea. 

Why  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
have  changed  their  tactics  towards  a  very 
deserving  class  of  the  community  I  cannot 
imagine,  and  it  is  somewhat  extraordinary 
that  they  should  express  radically  different 
opinions  on  the  same  subject  within  the 
short  space  of  two  or  three  years.  Con- 
sequently, I  hope  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  may  be  able  to  afford  some 
satisfactory  explanation,  and  I  trust  that 
the  original  views  of  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  will  prove  to  be  the  correct  ones. 
While  dealing  with  the  treatment  of 
mariners  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue, 
I  would  like  to  point  out  what  your 
Lordships  and  the  general  public,  I  think, 
are  not  aware  of,  and  that  is  that  when 
naval  officers  win  a  prize  at  Greenwich 
College— £10  or  £50— it  is  paid  them 
less  income-tax.  I  think  this  is  rather 
mean  on  the  part  of  a  great  nation.  They 
also  get  certain  sums  called  hard-lying 
money  to  compensate  for  their  extra 
hardships  and  discomforts  when  serving 
in  the  smaller  vessels  of  His  Majesty's 
Fleet,  such  as  torpedo  boats  and  others. 
This  is  also  paid  less  income-tax. 

♦The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FORWAR(TheEarlofDoNOUGH- 
more)  :  My  Lords,  I  do  not  think  I  need 
go  into  the  rights  or  wrongs  of  the  ques- 
tion which  the  noble  Lord  has  raised 
with  reference  to  money  prizes,  which  has 
already  been  discussed  ad  nauseam  ;  but 
I  think  I  can  give  my  noble  friend  a 
satisfactory  explanation  as  to  why  a 
change  has  been  made  in  the  practice  of 
the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  in  re- 
gard to  merchant  seamen  who  spend  a 
certain  amount  of  time  out  of  the 
country.  In  consequence  of  some  un- 
certainty as  to  the  exact  legal  status  of 
these  seamen,  it  has  not  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
to  prosecute  in  cases  such  as  the  noble 
Lord  has  mentioned.  The  assessment  has  I 
been  made,  but  proceedings  have  not  been 
taken  if  the  tax  was  not  properly  paid. 
But  lately,  however,  the  Inland  lie  venue 
authorities  have  been  legally  advised 
that  these  seamen  are  liable,  and  chere- 
fore,  although   reserving  to  themselves 

Lord  Musketry.  ^  .,    . 


the  usual  discretion  in  such  casea,  they 
are  prepared  to  maintain  the  view  of 
the  law  as  it  has  been  interpreted. 

LoED  MUSKERRY :  Will  that  apply 
if  they  are  a  year  absent  ? 

♦The  Earl  of  DONOUGHMORE  :  I 
understand  that  is  so. 

Lord     MUSKERRY:    And    will    it 
apply  to  naval  officers  ? 

♦The   Earl    of   DONOUGHMORE: 
That  I  cannot  say. 

House  adjourned  at  a  (quarter 
before  Five  o'clock,  till  To- 
morrow half-past  Ten  o'clock 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday.  25tA  April,  1004. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE     BILLS      tLo»i>8]      (STANDING 
ORDERS     NOT      PREVIOUSLY       IN- 
J    QUIRED  INTO  COMPUED  WITH), 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  tiie 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — Southport  and 
Lvtham  Tramroad  (Extension  of  Time) 
Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (NO  STAND- 
ING ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  foUowing  Bill,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing 
Orders  are  applicable,  vix. : — ^Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) 
Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow. 
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PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (STAND- 
ING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE  THERETO 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.    Speaker  laid  upon  the    Table  ! 
Report    from  one  of    the     Examiners  | 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  \ 
the  case  of  the  following   Bills,  referred 
on    the     First    Reading    thereof,     the 
Standing  Orders  which   are     applicable 
thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz.:  — 
Electric     Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
(No.    1)   Bill;  Local  Government    Pro- 
viaiona]    Order  (No.  4)   Bill     Ordered, 
That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  to- ; 
morrow.  ! 

Sonthend  Water  Bill.  Lords  Amend- 
ment considered,  amended,  and  agreed 
to. 

Appleby  Corporation  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

Thurles  Urban  District  Council  Water 
Bill.    Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mullingar,  Eells,  and  Drogheda 
Railway  Bill.  As  amended,  considered  ; 
to  be  read  the  third  time.  i 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill  (by 
Order).    Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich  Tram- 
ways Bill  [Lords]."  Ordered,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Preston,  Chorley,  and  Horwich 
Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  Standing  Orders 
201  and  235  be  suspended,  and  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time*— (TAe 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  BiD.  Read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
(Steam  Vessels)  Bill.  Reported,  with 
Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Petition   from  Salisbury,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration ;  from  Brechin ; 
and  Fife   and  Angus;   to  lie  upon  the 
Table.  (j        f  , 

HOUSE- LETTING  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Glasgow,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from     Matlock  ;    Sheffield  ;    Stratford  ; 
Aberdeen ;  Tollerton ;  Wandsworth  Com- 
mon ;  Islington ;  Epping ;  Pencainewydd 
Denbigh  ;    Barnsley  ;    Cleator    Moor 
'  Gravesend ;  and  Wigan ;  to  lie  upon  the 
;  Table. 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 
SISTER  BILL. 

j      Petition   from  Salisbury,   against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  BILL. 
Petition  from  Greenock,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING    (LIGHTHOUSES) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Greenock,  in  favour ;  to 
he  upon  the  Table. 

RE- VACCINATION  BILL. 
Two    Petitions    from     St.     Pancras. 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RE-VACaNATION  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour ;  from  Scarborough ; 
,  and  Finsbury ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OP  BUTTER  BILL. 

Petition  from  Peterborough,  against; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
SUNDAY  BILL. 


BISHOPRICS  OF  SOUTHWARK  AND  SALE   OF 

BIRMINGHA.M  BILL. 
Petition  from  Salisbury,  in  favour,  to        Petition  from  Evesham,  in  favour 

lie  upon  the  Table.  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ON 
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EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Minute  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  in  Scot- 
land, dated  25th  April,  1904,  providine 
for  the  distribution  of  the  General  Aid 
Grant  [bjComm^d];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (CENSUS). 
Copy  presented,  of  General  Report  of 
the  Census  of  India,  1901  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (RAILWAYS    AND   IRRIGA- 
TION WORKS). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [Ad- 
dress 20th  April ;  Mr.  Price] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  138.] 

HISTORICAL       MANUSCRIPTS      (ROYAL 
COADnSSION). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the 
Manuscripts  of  the  Marquess  of  Bath, 
preserved  atLongleat,  Wiltshire  [by  Com- 
mand) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

COMPANIES  (WINDING-UP)  ACT,  1890. 

Account  presented,  showing  Receipts 
and  Expenditure  on  account  of  Proceed- 
ings during  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1904  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  prmted.     [No.  139.] 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT,  1883  (PROCEEDINGS). 
Account  presented,  showing  the  Re- 
ceipts and  Expenditure  on  account  of 
Bankruptcy  Proceadings  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1904  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  140.] 

ELEMENTARY    SCHOOL    TEACHERS 
(SUPERANNUATION)  ACT,  1898. 

Copy  presented,  of  Rule  amending 
Rule  24  (1)  (a)  of  the  Elementary 
School  Teachers'  Superannuation  Rules, 
1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY    SCHOOL    TEACHERS 
(SUPERANNUATION)  ACT,  1898. 

Copy  presented,  of  Rule  amending 
Rule  24  (1)  (a)  of  the  School  Teachers' 
Superannuation  Rules  (Scotland)  1899 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


,  SUPERANNUATION  ACTS,  1859  AND  1876. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  16th  April,  1904,  declaring  Chengtu 

i  to  be  an  unhealthy  place  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Superannuation  Act,  1876  [by 

:  Act] ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  19th  April,  1904,  granting  to  Her- 
bert C.  Steeds,  Counter  Qerk  and  Tele- 
graphist, London  Post  Office,  a  Retired 
Allowance  under  the  Act  [by  Act];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
3142  to  3145  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Instructions  to  Lightship  Keepers. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.):  To  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  will  state  what  instructions, 
if  any,  have  been  given  to  the  lightship 
keepers  by  the  three  General  Lighthouse 
Boards  as  to  whether  they  are  to  show 
their  station  lights  and  signals  if  they 
should  be  driven  out  of  their  charter^ 
positions,  and  the  dafes  these  instructions 
were  issued;  also  if  proper  means  of 
checking  their  proper  positions  daily  are 
at  the  disposal  of  the  keepers. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Oerold  Balfour.)  By 
the  courtesy  of  the  three  General  Light* 
house  Boards  I  am  able  to  furnish  l^e 
following  information : — The  instructions 
issued  by  the  Trinity  House  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  to  their 
lightship  keepers  on  the  above  subject 
are  as  follows: — By  night  the  usual 
lights  will  not  be  exhibited,  but  a 
fixed  red  light  will  be  exhibited  at 
each  end  of  the  vessel,  and  a  red  flare 
shown  every  quarter  of  an  hour.  By 
day  the  balls  or  other  distinguishing 
masthead  marks  will  be  struck.  The  in- 
structions issued  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lighthouses  are  to  the  same 
e£Eect,  with  the  exception  that  they  have 
not  hitherto  included  the  exhibition  of  a 
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red  flare  at  night.  The  contingency 
contemplated  has,  however,  never  arisen 
in  the  case  of  the  only  lightship  belonging 
to  this  Board,  and  they  have  expressed 
readiness  to  adopt  the  practice  of  the 
other  Boards  as  regards  the  flare.  The 
dates  of  issue  of  the  instructions  are  as 
folJows  : — Trinity  House,  1852 ;  Com- 
missioners of  Northern  Lighthouses,  1837 ; 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights,  1874. 
Where  no  land  or  other  marks  are 
available  for  checking  the  proper  position 
of  the  lightships  a  special  watch  buoy  is 
moored  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and 
the  deep  sea  sounding  lead  is  constantly 
used. 

Action  of  an  Irish  Resident  Magistrate. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (QarcE.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Irelend  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  c>alled  to  a  case  in  which  a 
resident  magistrate  sitting  in  petty 
sessions  in  Ireland  sent  a  case  for  trial 
in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  local  magistrates  sitting  on  the  Bench 
with  him ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  what 
action,  if  any,  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

{Ansuj9ted  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
order  made  in  the  case  referred  to  was,  I 
am  advised,  irregular.  Notice  will  at 
once  be  served  upon  the  accused  that  no 
farther  action  will  be  taken  upon  this 
order  by  the  Crown. 

Ireland— Arbitrator's  Awards  for  Land 
taken  for  Labourers'  Cottages. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  local  district 
councils  in  Ireland  have  anjrthing  to  say 
to  the  appointment  q^  the  arbitrators  who 
award  compensation  for  land  taken  for 
the  purposes  of  labourers'  cottages ;  and 
whether  there  is  any  appeal  from  these 
awards. 

(Ansu^ered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  None  of 
the  parties  directly  interested  in  pro- 
ceedings which  are  referred  to  arbitration 
are  consulted  in  respect  to  the  selection 
of  the  person  appointed  to  conduct  the 
arbitration.  If  a  district  council  were  con- 
sulted the  various  other  parties  concerned 
— namely,  the  owners  and  occupiers, 
wo"ld    naturally  have  to   be  consulted 


also.  The  award  of  the  arbitrator  is 
final  and  conclu«»ive,  except  in  cases  where 
the  sum  awarded  exceeds  £1,000,  when  it 
may  be  appealed  against  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

'  Bread  Contracts  for  the  Navy. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin, St.  Patrick):  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  can  state  why  a  tender  over 
15  per  cent,  higher  than  the  tenders 
sent  in  by  other  competent  contractors 
fo '  the  supply  of  bread  to  the  ships  of 
the  Royal  Navy  visiting  Berehaven 
Harbour  was  accepted  on  the  last  occasion 
that  tenders  were  called  for ;  whether  he 
will  arrange,  in  the  interest  of  the  rate- 
payers, that  contracts  for  the  supply  of 
provisions  for  the  ships  of  the  Royal 
Navy  are  on  all  occasions  given  to  those 
who  tender  the  best  value. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Pretyman.)  The 
tenders  were  obtained  by  one  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  in  the  neighbourhood,  and, 
after  an  examination  of  sample  loaves,  by 
a  committee,  on  which  the  lower  deck 
was  fully  represented,  the  tender  referred 
to  was  accepted  by  them  as  best  fulfilling 
the  condition  as  to  quality  and  price. 

Naval  Discharges— Case  of  Boy  Ormsby 
Webb. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  he  will 
explain  under  what  circumstances  the 
purchase-money — viz.  (£25)  has  been  re- 
fused in  the  case  of  Ormsby  Webb,  Boy 
1st  Class,  O.N.  220,  70S;  and  will  he  re- 
commend the  Admiralty  to  accept  the 
purchase- money  necessary  to  obtain  this 
boy's  discharge. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  This  boy 
has  been  under  training  for  two  years  at 
considerable  expense  to  the  country, 
during  which  time  no  appUcation  for  his 
discharge  appears  to  have  been  .made. 
No  sufficient  reasons  are  now  forthcoming 
to  justify  his  discharge  just  as  his  train- 
ing is  completed  No  material  change 
appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  family  since  the  boy 
joined  the  Navy. 

Naval  Defences  and  Foreign  Visitors. 
Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :   To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether 
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foreigners  are  admitted  to  view  the 
defences  of  Gibraltar,  Malta,  and  other  of 
our  naval  stations ;  if  so,  whether  there 
are  any  limitations  to  such  viewing,  and 
if  limitations,  what  they  are,  and  whether 
they  are  ever  waived;  and,  if  so,  under 
what  conditions  and  in  whose  favour. 

{Anstcered  by  Mr.  Pretyman,)  The 
orders  regulating  admission  to  National 
Defences  are  contained  in  Appendix  V. 
to  the  King's  Regulations.  Paragraph  2 
delegates  responsibility  to  the  (Jeneral  or 
other  Ofl&cer  Commanding  en  the  spot, 
for  ensuring  that  unauthorised  persons  do 
not  gain  admission  to  military  works. 


I  No  detailed  instructions  are  issued  from 
I  this  Department. 

I  Naval  Shipbuilding  at  Home  and  on  the 
I  Continent. 

Me.  YERBDRGH  :  To  ask  the  Score 
tary  to  the  Admiralty  what  was  the  total 
warship  tonnage  building  in  the  United 
Kingdom  on  the  31st  March,  1895,  and  on 
the  3l8t  March,  1904,  specifying  how 
much  of  this  was,  or  is,  battleships  and 
how  much  cruisers ;  and  whether  the  same 
figures  can  be  given  for  France,  Russia, 
Germany,  and  the  United  States. 

(Anstcered  by  Mr.  Pretymun.) 


Cla88. 

United 
KiDgdom. 

France. 

Russia. 

Germany. 

United 
States. 

Tons. 

Tons.        , 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

(  1895 

146,450 

122,-253      1 

84,558 

17,922 

55,201 

Battleship     . 

] 

11904 

184,400 

87,800 

112,730 

103,976 

193,180 

Orniser 

1895 

78,800 

82,710      ! 

23,063 

3,568 

15,025 

1904 

189,760 

78,483      \ 

26,177 

49,200 

149,780 

(1896 

14.970 

11,675      1 

2,978 

2.467 

6,736 

Other  Vessela 

■ 

1 

(1904 

37,025t 

1,1301: 

14,4861 

2,064 

*2,344 

Yolnnteer  Lonf;  Service  Medal—Transfers 
firom  Military  to  Naval  Corps. 

Mb.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  To  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  he  will 
say  whether  those  Volunteers  who  have 
exchanged  from  military  to  naval 
Volunteer  corps  will  be  allowed  to  count 
their  former  service  towards  the  period  of 
service  which  entitles  them  to  a  V  olunteer 
long  service  medal. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  No  long 
service  medal  has  been  instituted  for  the 
Royal  Naval  Volunteer  Reserve,  and  it 
is  therefore  premature  to  consider  whether 
service  in  any  other  force  should  be  taken 
into  consideration ;  but  the  point  raised 
in  the  hon.  Member's  Question  will  not 
be  lost  sight  of. 

Engineer  Commanders  and  Lieutenants. 
Mr.  KEARLEY :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  if  he  will  say  what  is 
meant  by  the  requisite  service  of  engineer 
commanders  to  qualify  them  for  receipt 

t  Including  Scouta,  23,650  Tons. 


of  pay  at  the  rate  of  24s.  a  day;  what  is 
the  period  of  transition  during  which 
engineer  lieutenants  will  be  granted  the 
rank  of  engineer  commander  without 
receiving  the  pay  of  that  rank ;  and  when 
will  the  new  arrangements  by  which  an 
engineer  commander  on  promotion  is  to 
receive  the  pay  (24s.  a  day)  laid  down 
for  that  rank  on  promotion  become  full/ 
operative. 

(Answered  by  -Vr.  Pretyman.)  The 
requisite  service  referred  to  is  eight yeara 
from  the  date  of  promotion  to  chie^ 
engineer  under  former  regulations,  or 
from  date  of  advancement  to  engineer  lieu- 
tenant (senior  list)  under  present  regula- 
tions. The  period  of  transition  will 
extend  to  the  time  when,  under  the 
arrangements  introduced  in  connection 
with  the  new  scheme  of  entry,  etc.,  of 
officers,  the  average  age  of  engineer  lieu- 
tenants with  eight  years  additionul 
service  after  advancement  to  the  senior 
list  will  have  been  reduced  to  the  full 

:  This  does  not  include  Submarines. 
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extent  contemplated.    It  may  be  men-  ; 

tioned  that  meanwhile  all  engineer  lieu-  i 

tenants  (including  those  holding  rank  as  I 

engineer  commander  prior  to  completion 

of  the  service   qualifying  for  the    pay 

of  that  rank)  are  benefiting  in  pay  com- ;      „     .  _         _ 

pared  with  what  they  would  have  received   and  the  general  application  thereof. 

if  thef  ormer  regulationshad  been  retained. 


Scotch  Equivalent  Grants. 
Mr.  BIACK  (Banffshire) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  if  he  can  state 
Bhortly  what  equivalent  grants  Scotland 
at  present  receives,  the  date  when  each 
began,  the  occasion  for  making  the  grant, 


It  is  anticipated  that  the  reduction  of 
average  age  referred  to  above  will  have 
been  made  by  the  time  officers  entering 
under  the  new  scheme  are  becoming 
effective.  The  new  arrangements  will 
then  be  fully  operative,  as  the  rank  of 
engineer  commander  will  not  be  granted 
to  any  engineer  lieutenant  before  he  has 
served  the  full  period  on  the  senior  list 
orginally  fixed  as  the  qualification  for 
promotion  to  that  rank  (viz.,  eight  years). 

Oromore-Gravir  Boad,  Isle  of  Lewis. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  To 
aak  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  are  now 
prepared  to  make  a  grant  such  as  will 
admit  of  the  Cromore-Gravir  Road, 
Island  of  Lewis,  being  proceeded  with. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  A,  Oraham  Murray,) 
The  term  equivalent  grant  employed  by 
the  hon.  Member  is  one  which  has  no 
statutory  or  certain  meaning,  but  for 
information  on  the  subject  of  moneys 
devoted  under  various  Statutes  to  ex- 
clusively Scottish  uses  I  may  refer  to  the 
Parliamentary  Paper  [Cd.  1646]. 

Fees  of  Medical  Witnesses  in  Scotch 
Sheriff  Courts. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby):  To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  in  sheriff  Courts  the  fee  of  one 
guinea  per  diem  to  a  medical  witness  is  a 
fixed  sum  or  liable  to  be  reduced  if  the 
case  is  unimportant  or  takes  less  than  four 
hours  attendance. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  ScoU  Dickson.)  The 
{Anstoered  by  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.),  legnhtion  in  regard  to  medical  fees  in 


The  Congested  Districts  Board,  in  Febru 
ary  last,  agreed  to  offer  the  sum  of  £2,700 
on  the  usual  conditions,  being  about  75  per 
cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  road,  and  this 
offer  has  been  communicated  to  the 
local  authorities. 

Education  of  Defective  and  Epileptic 
Scotch  Children. 

Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
a  sum  of  £3,255  appears  in  the  Public 
Education  (Scotland)  Estimates  for  blind 
and  deaf  children,  will  he  state  what  sum 
is  provided  for  defective  and  epileptic 
children. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  A.  Oraham  Murray,) 
No  special  sum  is  provided  for  defective 
and  epileptic  children  under  any  sub-head 
of  the  Vote;  but  special  rates  of  grant  for 
such  children  are  provided  for  in  Article 
20  (II.)  of  the  Code,  and  any  sums  paid 
under  that  Article  are  charged  against 
Sub-head  E  of  the  Vote  (annual  grants 
for  day  scholars).  During  the  inspection 
year  ending  31st  August,  1903,  the  sum  of 
£409  5s.  8d.  was  paid  under  the  Article 
named. 


the  sheriff  Courts  is  as  follows : 
Medical  men  when  cited  to .  give  pro- 

"  f essional  evidence  from  a  distance  of  more 

!  than  one  mile  from  the  towns  in  which 
they  reside,  if  detained  above  four  hours, 

!  are  allowed,  not  exceeding,  per  day,  £2  2s. 
besides  fares,  but  nothing  additional  for 

I  maintenance ;  if  in  town  they  are  allowed, 
not  exceeding,  per  day,  £1  .Is.  The  fee 
of  a  guinea,  therefore,  is  not  a  fixed  sum. 

I  The  procurator  fiscal  may  exercise  his 
discretion  and  give  less  than  that  sum, 
according  to  the  circumstances. 

Learners  in  Leeds  Postal  Telegraph 
Office. 

Mr.  LAWSON  WALTON  (Leeds,S) : 
To  ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether 
he  is  aware  that  there  are  five  female 
learners  at  present  in  the  Leeds  Postal 
Telegraph  Department  with  two  and  a 
half  years  service,  who.  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  weeks,  have  been  on  half-time 
duty  at  5s.  per  week;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  an  official  witness 
before  the  Wages  Committee  state! 
learners  were  generally  appointed  after 
about  one  year  of  service,  and  the  local 
authorities   state  that   nothing  can  be 
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done,  he  will  state  what  steps  he  pro- 
poses to  take  to  provide  appointments  in 
these  cases. 

(Ansi^red  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The  five 
learners  referred  to  have,  for  considerably 
more  than  half  the  period  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1902,  been  employed  on  full- 
time  duty  at  wages  varying  from  10s.  to 
15s.  a  week,  according  to  their  age, 
service,  and  quaUfications.  They  will  be 
appointed  tc  the  class  of  sorting  clerks 
and  telegraphists  as  soon  as  vacancies 
occur  on  that  class  at  Leeds ;  in  the 
meantime  they  will,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances permit,  be  employed  on  full-time 
duties  either  at  Leeds  or  at  some  other 
office.  It  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
telegraph  work  at  I-eeds  has  not  increased 
so  rapidly  as  was  expected  that  vacancies 
have  not  occurred  to  which  these 
learners  could  be  appointed. 

Public  Health  Acts    Amendment  BiU— 
Date  of  Introduction. 

Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.):  To  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  if,  in  view 
of  the  interest  taken  by  municipal  bodies 
throughout  the  country  in  the  promised 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  he 
will  say  when  he  will  introduce  it. 

(Answered  by  Mr,  Walter  Long,)  I  can- 
not at  present  fix  a  date  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill,  but  I  will  introduce  it 
at  the  earliest  date  practicable. 

Irish  Lights  Board. 
Major  JAMESON:  To  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
the  Irish  Lights  tender  '*  Princess 
Alexandra"  has  been  condemned  and 
sold ;  if  so,  what  price  she  fetched ; 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  have  issued, 
or  contemplate  issuing,  a  certificate  to 
her  authorising  the  carrying  of  passengers 
beyond  harbour  limits ;  whether  he  will 
give  the  names  and  qualifications  of  the 
following  officials :  Master  of  the  Irish 
Lights  tenders  "Tearaght,"  "  Moya," 
"  Irene,"  new  steamer,  inspector  of  lights, 
superintendent  of  stores,  and  second 
engineer  **Tearaght;"  and  if  he  will 
state  the  price  paid  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Irish  Lights  and  the  Northern  Lights 
Commissioners  for  coal  and  oil  delivered 
at|their  dep6ts* 


(Ansu>ered  by  Mr.  Oerald  Balfour.) 
The  ''Princess  Alexandra"  has  been 
condemned  and  sold  for  £1,110.  .  The 
vessel  has  not  a  passenger  certificate, 
and  no  application  for  such  a  certificate 
is  at  present  before  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  master  of  the  "  Tearaght**  is  Mr.  A. 
E.  Birt,  who  holds  a  certificate  as  master 
of  a  Home-trade  passenger  ship.  The 
master  of  the  "  Moya  "  is  Mr.  E.  Kearon, 
who  holds  a  certificate  as  master  of  a 
Foreign-going  ship.  Mr.  D.  P.  Fleming, 
who  is  master  of  the  "  Irene,"  and  will 
command  the  new  steamer  when  in  cjm- 
mission,  holds  a  certificate  as  master  of  a 
Home  •  trade  passenger  ship.  The 
inspector  of  lights  is  Mr.  R.  Deane,  who 
holds  an  extra  master's  certificate  for  a 
Foreign-going  ship.  The  superintendent 
of  stores  Lb  Mr.F.  R.  Foot,  C.E.,  and  the 
second  engineer  of  the  "  Tearaght "  is 
Mr.  P.  E.  Waldron,  who  holds  a  first 
class  engineer's  certificate.  The  prices 
paid  for  oil  and  coal,  delivered  at  dep6t8, 
for  the  currrent  year  are :  Commissioners 
of  Irish  Lights :  Oil  (paraffin)  6^.  per 
gallon;  oil  (heavy  mineral)  T^d.  per 
gallon :  Coal  (steam)  20s.  per  ton ;  coal 
(Whitehaven)  16s.  6d.  per  ton.  Northern 
lights  Commissioners :  Oil  (paraffin)  5d. 
per  gallon ;  Coal  (steam)  13s.  Id.  per  ton. 
For  house  coal,  which  is  delivered  by 
contractors  at  the  several  lighthouses, 
the  price  ranges 'from  13s.  fid.  to  29s.  fid. 
per  ton.  The  information  supplied  is 
given  by  the  courtesy  of  the  hgbthouse 
authorities. 

The  National  Debt. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  is  the  total  amount  on  31st  March, 
1904,  of  the  Funded  Debt  under  its 
variou'^.  classes  and  including  the  debts 
to  the  Banks  of  England  and  Ireland, 
also  of  the  Unfunded  Debt  under  the 
headings  of  War  Stock  and  Bonds,  Ex- 
chequer Bonds,  and  Treasury  Bills,  witk 
dates  of  repayment  in  each  case. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  annual  Return  relating  to  the 
National  Debt,  which  will  give  the  hon. 
Member  all  the  information  for  which  he 
asks,  is  completed,  and  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  of  the  House 
almost  immediately. 
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Metropolitan  Police— Peiudons  for 
ChKxL  Service. 

Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
lor  the  Home  Department  whether 
pensions  are  now  being  paid  to  certain 
ex-superintendents  and  ex-inspectors  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  in  respect  of 
allowances  for  good  service  which  were 
made  to  them  over  and  above  the  certi- 
fied scale  of  their  pay ;  and,  if  so,  by 
what  authority  these  extra  pensions  are 
paid. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas,)  The  **  good  service  allowances  " 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  are 
drawn  by  six  superintendents  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force,  and  were 
granted  as  an  addition  to  the. ordinary 
pay  of  the  officers'  rank,  and  form  part 
of  the  annual  pay  on  which  their  pensions 
are  calculated  under  The  Police  Act, 
1890.  Rateable  deductions  for  the 
Superannuation  Fund  are  levied  from 
them.  No  ex-inspector  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  is  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
in  the  calculation  of  which  a  good 
service  allowance  was  included. 

Ale  and  Beerhouses— Estimated  Funds 
available  for  Compensation. 

Mb.  HEMIY  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset- 
shire, E.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  if  he  will  grant 
a  Return,  by  counties  and  county 
boroughs,  showing  the  number  of  ale- 
houses and  beerhouses  classified  accord- 
ing to  their  annual  values,  and  the 
estimated  amount  of  the  compensation 
funds  available  for  the  reduction  of 
licences  within  each  county  and  county 
borough. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  A  Jeers - 
Douglas )  I  shall  be  ready  to  place  at 
the  disposal  of  the  House  all  the  informa- 
tion in  my  power ;  and  I  am  considering 
the  best  form  for  the  purpose. 

Aliens  in  British  Prisons. 
Sir     THOMAS     DEWAR     (Tower 
Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
if  he  will  state  the  number  of  aliens  at  | 
present    undergoing    sentences    in    His  j 
Majesty's  prisons  in  the  United  Kingdom.  I 


{Answered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  I  have  requested  the  Prisou 
Commissioners  to  obtain  this  information. 
It  has  to  be  collected  specially  and  may 
take  a  few  days.  The  hon.  Member  shall 
have  it  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Board  of  Education  and  Plans  of  Proposed 
New  Schools  and  Alterations  to  Schools. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Education  if  it  is  essential  for  a 
county  education  authority  to  submit 
plans  before  undertaking  alteration  and 
provision  of  new  schools  to  the  Educa- 
tion Department;  and,  if  so,  what 
section  of  the  Education  Acts  necessitates 
this  reference. 

{Answered   by   Sir     William    Anson.) 

Section  97  of  the  Elementary  Education 

Act  of  1870  requires  that  "the  conditions 

required  to  be  fulfilled  in  order  to  obtain 

I  an  annual  Parliamentary  grant  shall   be 

those   contained  in  the  Minutes  of  the 

Department  for  the  time  being. "  Under 

Article  85  (a)  of  the  Code,  one  of  the 

conditions   of  the  annual  grant  is  that 

•*  the  Board  must  be  satisfied  that  the 

j  premises  are  healthy,  aie  properly  con- 

I  structed     and    arranged     for    teaching, 

I  lighted,   wanned,    cleaned,  drained   and 

j  ventilated,   are    supplied   with  suitable 

'  offices,  .  .  .  ."    Unless  the  plans  are  first 

submitted  to  the  Board  and  approved  by 

them  the  local  education  authority  will 

have  no    guarantee  that  the   proposed 

alterations  or  new  schools  are  such  as 

meet  the    requirements  of    the   Board. 

This  precautionary  measure  may  not  be 

necessary  in  the  case  of  small  alterations, 

and  the  Board  would  be  glad  to  arrange 

with  local  education   authorities,  when 

desired,  to  dispense  with  the  submission 

of  plans  in  cases  of  minor  alterations    if 

the  inspector  of  the  Board  meets  the 

architect  or  other  responsible  officer  of 

the   local    authority   on  the    spot,  and 

approves  what  is  proposed. 

Agricultural  Education  in  Great  Britain 
and  Abroad. 

Mb.  LAMBERT :  To  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Huntingdonshire,  as  re- 
presenting the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  if  he  will  state  for  the  last 
available  year  the  amounts  spent  by  the 
Government  on  agricultural  education  in 
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Great  Britain,  Ireland,  France,  United 
States,  Denmark,  Holland,  Canada, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  together 
with  the  namber  of  people  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  those  countries 
respectively. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Ailwyn  Fdiowes.) 
The  products  and  requirements  of  the 
various  countries  named  with  regard  to 
agricultural  education  difEer  very  consider- 
ably, and  their  arrangements  are  of  so 
varied  and  complex  a  character  and  are  so 
interwoven  with  their  general  educational 
machinery  that  it  is  not  practicable  to 
give  in  any  simple  form  information  as  to 
the  expenditure  incurred  which  would  be 
of  any  real  value  forcomparativepurposes. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  take  an 
opportunity  of  conferring  personally  with 
the  oficers  of  the  Department  concerned. 
They  will  be  happy  to  refer  him  to  the 
principal  sources  of  information  and  to 
furnish  him  with  particulars  so  far  as  it 
is  within  their  power  to  do  so. 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Reduced  Bail- 
way  Bates. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  To  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Huntingdonshire,  as  repre- 
senting the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, if  he  will  state  what  has  been 
done  during  the  past  year  by  the  Board 
in  inducing  railway  companies  to  reduce 
rates  on  agricultural  'produce,  and  par- 
ticularly whether  any  reductions  of  rail- 
way rates  have  been  effected  in  convey- 
ing fruit,  hops,  and  vegetables  from  the 
south-eastern  districts  to  London. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Aihoyn  Fdloioes.) 
Arrangements  have  for  some  time  past 
been  in  operation  by  which  the  Board's 
inspectors  institute  inquiries,  when  op- 
portunities offer,  as  to  complaints  made 
by  agriculturists  with  regard  to  railway 
rates.  Particulars  as  to  the  work  thus 
done  is  published  annually  in  the  Report 
of  our  Intelligence  Division.  Communi- 
cations have  also  been  taking  place  dur- 
ing the  past  few  months  between  my 
noble  friend,  the  President  of  the  Board, 
and  the  railway  companies  with  regard 
to  the  improvement  generally  of  the 
conditions  governinp  the  carriage  of 
agricultural  produce  and  facilities  by 
rail.  Full  information  as  to  these  com- 
munications   is  contained    in   a  Paper 


which  was  laid  upon  the  Table  on  Friday 
last,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  issued  in  the 
course  of  the  present  week. 

Bombay-Scinde   Railway— Olyection  of 
the  Bao  of  Cntch. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he 
can  inform  the  House  what  objections 
have  been  made  by  the  Rao  of  Catch  to 
the  construction  through  his  State  of  the 
proposed  Bombay-Scinde  Connection 
Railway;  and  whether  those  objections 
are  regarded  by  the  Government  of  India 
as  vahd  to  obstruct  the  completion  of  a 
line  which  has  been  pronounced  by  them 
advisable  on  Imperial  grounds. 

(Answeired  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrick,) 
I  have  not  received  any  information  from 
the  Goverhment  of  India  regarding  the 
objections  alleged  to  have  been  raised  by 
the  Rao  of  Cutch  to  the  construction 
through  his  State  of  the  proposed  Bom- 
bay-Scinde connection,  but  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  this  railway,  of 
which  the  utility  is  acknowledged,  will 
eventually  be  completed  when  funds  are 
available. 

India  and  the  South  AMcan  Garrison. 

Mr.  EUGENE  WASON  (Clackmannan 
and  Kinross) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  wtll  lay  upon 
the  Table  at  an  early  date  the  opinions 
and  reasons  recorded  under  Section  23  of 
the  Act  of  1858  by  two  members  of  the 
Council  of  India  (in  June  last)  as  dis- 
sents from  the  proposals  then  being  con- 
sidered to  charge  the  revenues  of  India 
with  a  considerable  portion  of  the  cost  of 
the  British  garrison  in  South  Africa. 

(Ansicered  by  Mr.  Secretory  Brodrich) 
I  must  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
reply  to  a  similar  Question  on  24th 
Marchf,  which  explains  the  reasons  why  I 
do  not  propose  to  lay  Papers  on  this 
subject. 

Grievances  of  the  Burma  Police  Force. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  king  (Hull,  Central) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Indii 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  complaints  of  the  condition  of  the 
Burma  police  force  expressed  in  two 
memorials    to   the  Viceroy    asking    for 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  czxxii,  616. 
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relief;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
most  junior  assistant  superintendent  in 
the  force,  whose  pay  is  300  rupees  per 
mensem,  is  in  his  16th  year  of  service, 
and  that  there  are  below  him  seventeen 
officiating  asssistants  with  an  average 
service  of  about  fourteen  years  whose 
permanent  pay  is  140  rupees,  that  of 
forty  district  superintendents  in  the 
force  twenty -three  are  lumped  together 
in  the  lowest  grade,  of  whom  six  have 
been  in  the  grade  for  thirteen  years  while 
four  or  five  others  have  been  in  it  for 
about  ten  years,  that  only  four  officers 
retire  on  account  of  age  within  the  next 
five  years,  so  that  by  1909  every  assistant 
superintendent  will  have  had  over  twenty 
years  service,  and  whether,  having  regard  ; 
to  the  special  and  local  character  of  these 
grievances  arising  from  this  condition  of 
the  service,  he  will  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  issuing  orders  for  their  redress 
in  anticipation  of  the  general  orders 
which  may  have  to  be  passed  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  Police  Cora-  , 
mission. 

j 

{Ansivered  by  Mr,  Secretary  Brodrich) 
The  memorials  referred  to  in  the  Ques- 
tion have  not  come  before  me ;  but  I 
observe  that  the  Viccgroy,  in  his  speech 
on  the  30th  March  last,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Legislative  Council  when  the  Budget 
was  under  discussion,  stated  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
superior  poUce  service  in  Burma,  and 
would  consider  the  question  of  taking 
measures  to  apply  a  remedy  independ- 
ently of  the  general  reforms  in  the  police 
which  the  Government  of  India  hoped 
to  introduce  as  the  result  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Report  of  the  Police 
Commission. 

Irish  Land  Act— Quit,  Grown,  and  Tithe 
Bent  Bedemptions. 

Mb.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Oasory) :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  will  state  the  number  of  years  pur- 
chase at  which  quit  rents,  Crown  rents, 
and  tithe  rent-charges  are  being  redeemed 
under  the  operation  of  the  Ltuid  Act  of 
last  session. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  I  would 
refer  to  the  Answers  given  by  the  Finan- 
cial^Secretary    to    the     Treasury    and 


myself  to  similar  Questions  on  the  18tk 
and  19th  instantf*. 

Supply  of  Newry  Qranite  for  Founda- 
tions of  Dublin  College  of  Science. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dubhn  County,  N) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a  con- 
tract has  been  entered  into  for  the 
supply  of  New^y  granite  for  the  foun- 
dations of  the  new  College  of  Science  in 
DubUn ;  if  so,  whether  the  contract  has 
been  entered  into  after  or  withoat  a 
previous  pubUc  invitation  for  tenders, 
and  who  is  responsible. 

(Ansu>ered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  The 
reply  is  in  the  negative. 

Legal  Proceedings  by  Landlords  against 
Tenants  in  King's  County. 

Mr.   HAVILAND     BURKE    (King's 
County,  Tullamore)  :  To  ask  the  Chief 
'  Secretary  to    the    liOrd-Lieutenant   of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware   that  cer- 
tain landlords  in  the  King's  County  are 
^  taking  legal  proceedings  against  tenants 
j  for  practically  irrecoverable   arrears  of 
,  rent ;    and  whether,  following   the  ex- 
ample  of  one   of    his  predecessors   in 
office,  the  right  hon.  Member  for  West 
Bristol,  he  can  consider  the  advisability 
of  bringing  friendly  pressure  within  the 
law  to  bear  on  these  cases. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndham.)  There 
are  no  cases  in  this  county,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  in  which 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  against 
tenants  for  practically  irrecoverable 
arrears  of  rent.  Proceedings  are  pend- 
ing in  only  fourteen  cases  throughout 
the  entire  county  for  the  recovery  of 
arrears  of  rent,  and  only  ten  evictions 
for  non-payment  of  rent  were  carried 
out  in  the  county  during  the  past  year. 
The  relations  between  landlords  and 
tenants  are  most  amicable. 

Troops  in  BelflBkst— Alleged  Monopoly 
for  Supply  of  Surires. 

Mr.  SLOAN:  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  (General  Officer  Commanding 
the  troops  in  Belfast  has  issued  an 
order  to  the  effect  that  the  two 
regiments  stationed  in  the  Belfast 
District  and  the  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers  in 

t  See  pages  387  aod  (.35. 
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Holywocd  are  to  purchase  all  require- 
ments lor  their  sergeants'  mess  wet 
canteen  from  one  firm  in  Dundalk  ;  and 
can  he  say  lor  what  reason  compulsion 
is  used  in  this  case. 

(Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forster.)  Under  the  present  regulations 
the  Gleneral  Officer  Commanding  is  respon- 
sible for  the  management  of  the  canteens 
within  his  district,  and  the  War  Office 
has  no  information  on  the  point  raised. 
Any  inquiries  accordingly  should  be 
addressed  to  the  General  Officer  con- 
cerned. • 


Output  of  Gold  firom,  and  Persons 
employed  in,  Transvaal  Mines. 

Majdr  SEELY  (Isle  of  Wight):     To 

ask    the   Secretary    of    State    for    the 

Colonies  if  he  can  state  what  was  the 

total  output  of  gold  from  the  TransTaal 

;  mines,  also  the   number  of  white   and 

;  black   persons  respectively  employed  in 

i  those  mines,  for  the  month  of  March  in 

this  year,  and  in  the  years  1898,   1899, 

1902,  and  1903. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttelion.) 
The  following  are  the  figures  I  am  able 
to  give : — 


Value  of  output  of 
gold  for  Transvaal 

White  employees 


('oloured  laliourcrs  . 


M/iieli,  1898. 

£ 
1,217,4-24 
10,684 


82,0^2 
(average 
UtT  year ) 


1899. 

£ 

1,654,258 

12,000 
(about) 

9.3,788 


1902 


£ 
442.303 
5.027 


24,527 

(average  for 

January  to 

June) 


19o3. 

£ 

933,888 

11,166 

51,962 


19<J4. 


1,.309,329 


»,:uo 


Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr.  BUCH  an  a  N  :  To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  what  are 
the  figures  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
of  the  Transvaal  for  the  nine  months 
ending  31st  March  and  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  as  estiniated  by  Lord  Milner 
to  30th  June,  also  the  railway  revenue 
for  the  same  periods. 

(Answered  hy  Mr,  Secretory  Lyttelton.) 
Transvaal  revenue  for  nine  months  end- 
ing 31st  March,  £3,390,152.  Expendi- 
ture for  same  period,  £2,673,410. 
Latest  Estimate  for  year  to  30th  June. 
Revenue,  £4,300,000.  Expenditure, 
£3,600,000  (maximum).  Net  railway 
revenue  for  period  of  nine  months, 
£1,047,000  (last  two  months  are  esti- 
mates, not  final  figures).  Estimate  for 
year  to  30th  June,  £1,400.000. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

Corporal  Ponishment  in  the  Navy. 
Mb.   SWIFT   MACNEILL    (Donegal, 
S.) :    I  beg  to  ask  the   Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  boys  or  young  men, 


under  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  the  Royal 
Navy  are  liable  to  the  punishment  of 
flogging ;  and,  if  *bo,  will  he  state  under 
what  provisions,  statutory  or  otherwise, 
and  for  what  offences,  are  floggings  in- 
flicted; are  these  floggings  inflicted  in 
public  or  in  the  presence  of  soldiers  and 
sailors  on  board  ship;  what  is  the 
maximum  number  of  lashes,  and  with 
what  instrument  are  the  lashes  inflicted  ; 
what  answer  has  been  given  by  the 
;  Admiralty  to  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
.  of  the  Humanitarian  Society  requesting 
that  permission  be  given  to  lake  photo- 
graphs of  the  infliction  of  punishment  by 
flogging  in  the  Royal  Navy ;  and  what 
;  steps,  if  any,  will  be  taken  for  the 
immediate  abolition  of  this  method  of 
punishment. 

I  *The  civil  lord  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Hampshire, 
Fareham)  :  Boys  under  eighteen  are 
not  subjected  to  the  punishment 
of    flogging,     but,     under  the  statutory 

I  powers   given  by  the   Naval   Discipline 

'  Act,  boys  under  eighteen  may  be 
punished   by   birching,    or     caning,    as 

'  prescribed  in  Article  759  of  the  King's 
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Kegulations,  wliich  further  prescribes  in 
whose  presence  the  punishment  is  to  be 
inflicted,  also  the  maximum  number  of 
strokes,  and  the  instrument  to  be  used. 
The  offences  rendering  boys  liable  to 
this  form  of  punishment  are  to  be  found 
in  Article  723  of  the  King's  Regulations. 
No  reply  beyond  an  acknowledgment 
was  made  to  the  letter  of  the  secretary 
of  the  Humanitarian  Society,  the  request 
made  by  him  being  regarded  as  an 
improper  one.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
take  any  steps  for  the  abolition  of  this 
method  of  punishment. 

I 
Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  :   I  shall  call 
attention   to  this  practice  on  the  Vote 
for  the  Admiralty. 

Labourers'  Wages  on  Goyemment 
Contracts. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  Ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  has  been  brought 
to  his  notice  that  unskilled  labourers 
receiving  less  than  the  local  minimum  * 
late  of  wages  are  now  employed  upon 
the  electrical  wiring  of  submarines  for 
His  Majesty's  Navy  at  Barrow-in-  ; 
Fumess;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
cause  immediate  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
this  matter. 

♦Mr.  ARTHUR  LEE  :  The  attention  of  j 
the  Admiralty    has  been  called  to  the 
matter  referred  to  in  the  hon.  Member's 
<2uestion,  and  inquiry  is  now  being  made 
in  regard  to  it. 

Oflicial  History  of  the  South  African 
War. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, ; 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  withhold  the  pubUcation  of 
so  much  of  the  official  history  of  the 
South  African  War  as  was  written  by 
the  late  Colonel  Henderson. 

♦Thr  secretary  op  SPATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Belfast, 
W.)  :  The  late  Colonel  Henderson  had 
commenoed  writing  the  official  history 
of  the  South  African  War  and  a  small 
portion  of  his  work  had  been  received. 
When  it  was  decided  to  revise  the 
scale  of  the   publication   it  was    found 


that  this  portion  could  not  be  utilised. 
I  may  add  that  the  portion  which  had 
been  written  by  the  late  Colonel  Hender- 
son only  reached  a  period  antecedent  to 
the  commencement  of  the  war. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  every 
official  publication  published  by  general 
authority  during  the  last  fifty  years  has 
contained  a  preface  similar  to  that 
written  by  Colonel  Henderson,  and  is 
Colonel  Henderson's  preface  not  of 
considerable  literary  as  well  as  political 
importance. 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  should 
not  deny  the  literary  qualities  of  any- 
thing written  by  Colonel  Henderson, 
but  I  have  been  advised  by  the  present 
editor  of  the  work  that  it  is  impossible 
to  embody  Colonel  Henderson's  fragment 
in  the  work  on  the  scale  at  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  produce  it.  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  seen  the  portion  of 
the  work  he  would  understand  that 
without  entirely  recasting  the  work  this 
portion  could  not  be  made  use  of. 

Military  Blot  at  Southampton. 
Captaim  NORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
say  how  many  men  of  the  2na  Cheshire 
Regiment  under  orders  to  embark  at 
Southampton  for  India  on  the  troopship 
**  Assaye  "  on  Friday  last  took  part  in  a 
riot,. and  how  many,  if  any,  of  the  men 
of  this  battalion  are  enUsted  for  three 
years  service ;  also  to  what  cause  the 
riot  is  attributed. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  No  official 
information  of  the  occurrence  in  question 
has  reached  the  Wai  Office.  The 
number  of  three  years  men  in  the 
battaUon  cannot  be  obtained  at  so  short 
notice,  but  the  draft  consisting  of  100 
men  contained  ninety-seven  three  years 
men. 

Captain  NORTON  :  Were  these  three 
years  men  told  on  enlistment  that  they 
would  not  be  sent  to  India  ? 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  No,  Sir; 
there  could  have  been  no  such  under- 
taking. 
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Australia  and  the  Transvaal  Labour 
Ordinance. 

Major  SEELY  (lele  of  Wight) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  lor  the 
Colonies  if  the  resolution  lately  passed 
by  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Australia  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posal to  import  Chinese  indentured 
labour  into  the  Transvaal  has  been  com- 
municated to  this  Government;  and 
whether  he  will  have  laid  upon  the 
Table  the  text  of  this  resolution  and  of 
any  other  resolutions  on  this  subject 
passed  by  Colonial  Legislatures  during 
the  lasw  six  months. 

The  SECEETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  I  have  not  yet 
received  the  resolution  referred  to.  It 
will  be  published  when  received.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  other  resolution  of  the 
kind  which  has  not  been  published. 

Bepatriation  of,  and  Compensation  paid 
to,  the  Boers. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, EifioD) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  moneys  expended  in  repatriation 
of  the  Boers  after  the  war,  and  in  com- 
pensation for  losses  sustained  by  them  in 
or  in  consequence  of  the  war,  and  stating 
the  name  and  address  of  every  person 
who  received  £100  or  upwards  of  any 
such  moneys  and  on  what  account  the 
same  was  received. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  must  refer  to 
my  previous  answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
on  Thursday  last  f  which  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  to  vary,  but  I  will  communicate 
with  Lord  Milner  as  to  whether  the 
limitation  now  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  will  materially  affect  the  reasons 
for  which  I  have  felt  unable  to  agree  to 
this  Return. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS :  Is  there  any 
list  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  moneys 
have  been  paid.  Would  the  cost  of 
obtaining  the  information  be  more  than 
the  mere  expense  of  copying  that  list  ? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  know  of  no  such 
list. 

+  See  page  844. 


Mr.    BRYN    ROBERTS:    WiU   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ask  Lord  Milner  ^ 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Departmental  Supplies  for  the  Transraal. 
*Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretar}^  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state 
whether  he  has  sent  instructions  to  the 
Transvaal  Grovemment  that  departniental 
supplies  for  the  Transvaal  muat  be  pur- 
chased through  the  Crown  Agents  for  the 
Colonies;  if  so,  whether  such  instmc- 
tions  will  prevent  local  tendering  for 
supplies ;  whether  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce throughout  the  colony  have 
protested  against  this  measure;  and 
what  b  the  reason  for  this  change  in  the 
practice  hitherto  prevailing  in  the  Trana- 
vaal. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  instracted 
the  Government  of  the  Tramsvaal  that  all 
materials  and  articles  which  are  not  the 
produce  of  South  Africa  should  be  pur- 
chased through  the  Crown  Agents  for  the 
Colonies.  Such  instructions  will  prevent 
local  tendering  by  agents  and  middle- 
men for  supplies  not  of  local  production. 
I  have  no  information  as  yet  from 
Lord  Milner  as  to  the  action  of  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce  reported  in  last 
week's  newspaper  telegrams.  My  pre- 
decessor decided  that  the  system  of 
indent  on  the  Crown  Agents  should  be 
preserved  in  the  Transvaal,  and  my  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  ensure 
observance  of  the  practice  which  has 
been  departed  from  in  certain  in53tances. 
The  considerations  which  have  weighed 
with  my  predecessor  and  myself  are, 
shortly  stated,  that  this  system  is  on 
the  whole  best  calculated  to  secure  the 
interests  of  the  colonial  taxpayers,  that 
it  enables  due  attention  to  be  given  to 
the  claim  of  the  British  manufacturer, 
and  that  it  obviates  the  risk  of  pressure 
being  brought  to  bear  on  officials  by 
local  agents  and  middlemen. 

Sir  fcHENRY  FOWLER  (Wolver- 
hampton, E.) :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  lay  upon  the  Table  a  Return 
of  the  amount  paid  in  commisaion  to 
the  Crown  Agents  for  goods  purchased 
for  South  Africa  during  the  last  four 
years. 
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Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  I  think  we  shaU 
be  able  to  obtain  that 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL :  Is  it  the 
fact  that  the  unofficial  members  of  the 
Intercolonial  and  Legislative  Councils 
have  protejited  against  this  change  ? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  such  protest. 

The  Tibetan  Mission. 

Mb.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Mokon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  Tibetan  ex- 
pedition has  advanced  beyond  Qyangtse ; 
whether  it  has  been  recognised  by  Dalai 
Lama ;  if  not,  what  are  the  future  move- 
ments of  the  expedition,  and  what  are 
the  casualties  already  sustained  through 
wounds,  sickness,  and  frostbite. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodbiok,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford): The  Mission  has  not  advanced 
beyond  Gyangtse,  nor  has  any  communi- 
cation been  received  from  the  Dalai  Lama. 
I  stated  on  Monday  lastf,  in  reply  to  a 
Question,  that  an  announcement  of  the 
intentions  of  His  Majesty's  Gk)vemment 
in  the  event  of  the  negotiations  at 
Oyangtse  breaking  down  would  not  be  in 
the  public  interest  at  present.  As 
regards  casualties  through  sickness  and 
frostbite,  the  Government  of  India 
report  thirty-five  deaths  to  date  among 
combatants,  and  forty-five  deaths  among 
followers  and  coolies.  Cases  of  frostbite 
are  given  approximately  as  sixty-one 
among  combatants,  sixty-eight  among 
others.  The  Government  of  India  hold 
that,  considering  the  altitude  and  the 
exceptional  severity  of  the  winter, 
mortality  and  sickness  are  wonderfully 
low,  thanks  to  a  liberal  supply  of  warm 
clothing  and  extra  rations.  General 
health  has  been  fair  to  good,  combatants 
sufiering  more  than  followers  owing  to 
night  duties.  The  health  of  the  force  is 
now  good.  The  following  casuahies  in 
action  have  beei^  already  reported:— 
Wounded:  British,  one  officer  and  one 
newspaper  correspondent.  Native, 
thirteen. 
"  t  See  page  374. 
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Begnlationi  for  Indiaa  Laboor  in  tlM 
OoloniaB. 

Major  SEBLT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  can 
state  what  is  the  amount  of  civil  righta 
and  freedom  from  restriction  insisted 
upon  by  the  Indian  GU>vemment  in  any 
contract  made  with  its  subjects  before 
permitting  them  to  leave  India  under 
indenture. 

Hk.  BRODRICK:  I  am  afraid  that 
I  can  only  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
various  colonial  Ordinances  dealing  with 
the  regulation  of  Indian  labour  which 
have  been  passed  with  the  knowledge 
and  subject  to  the  criticism  of  the 
Indian  Government,  who  are  bpund,  in 
the  words  of  the  Indian  Emigration  Act 
of  1883,  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the 
Government  of  the  cooUe-importing 
country  ''  has  made  such  laws  and  other 
provisions  as  the  GU>vemor-G^neral  in 
Council  thinks  sufficient  for  the  protection 
of  emigrants  to  that  country  during  their 
residence  therein." 

The  Soiialiland  Operations. 
Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSB :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  when  the  operations  commenced 
against  the  Somali  Mullah  in  Biaroh, 
1901,  he  was  then  located  in  Italian 
Somaliland;  and    what    has    been    the 

Eolitical  and  military  advantage  gained 
y  the  three  years  war  against  him. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Earl 
Percy,  Kensington,  S.) :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  see  if  he  refers  to  the  despatches 
published  in  the  Blue-book  No.  5,  Africa, 
1901,  that  the  Mallah  was  within  the 
British  protectorate  when  the  operations 
against  him  were  begun  in  1901.  The 
result  of  the  operations  has  been  to  expel 
the  enemy  from  British  territory,  to  re- 
lieve the  tribes  under  our  protection  from 
the  suffering  and  loss  which  his  presence 
occasioned,  and  so  completely  to  break 
up  the  Mullah's  following  as  to  make  a 
re*estublishment  of  his  power  improbable. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  asked 
whether  it  was  not  the  fact  that  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  operations  of  1901 
the  Mullah  was  in  Italian  Somaliland ;  and 
whether,  in  consequence  of  the  Mullah's 
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being  in  Italian  Somaliland,  the  lUlian 
Government  were  requested  to  co-operate 
mth  tke  BriiiBh  Government  in  expftliing 
lMm4 

Earl  PERCY :  It  is  quite  true  that 
later  on  the  Mullah  was  in  Italian  terri- 
tory; but  at  the  beginning  he  was  in 
Britiah  territory. 

MR.BRYN  ROBERTS :  Shall  we  have 
an  official  history  of  this  war  also  ? 

The  liacedonian  Qendarmerie. 
Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  any,  and  if  so 
what,,  number  has  been  fixed  for  the 
European  commissioned  officers  of 
gendarmerie  who  are  to  act  in  the  vilayets 
of  Macedonia;  whether  any  non-com- 
missioned officers  are  to  be  appointed ; 
what  is  the  size  of  the  whole  area  for 
which  the  officers  are  to  be  appointed ; 
what  powers  have  been  secured  to  these 
European  officers  of  exercising  control 
and  giving  orders  without  interference  by 
Turkish  authorities ;  how  many  British 
officers  are  to  be  sent  to  Macedonia;  and 
what  area  has  been  specially  allotted  to 
them. 

Earl  PERCY  :  No  definite  number  of 
officers  has  been  fixed.  Twenty-five 
commissioned  officers  will  be  employed 
in  the  first  instance  and  have  already 
proceeded  to  Salonica.  The  Powers  have 
insisted  on  the  right  of  General  Giorgis 
to  raise  the  number  to  sixty,  in  addition 
to  a  smaller  number  of  non-commissioned 
officers  if  their  services  are  required. 
The  area  covered  by  the  re-organisation 
scheme  is  approximately  19,360  square 
miles.  The  European  officers  will  not  be 
subject  to  the  orders  of  anyone  but  the 
Italian  General,  and  any  attempt  to  inter- 
fere with  them  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
necessary  for  the  effective  discharge  of 
their  duties  would  compel  the  Powers  to 
reconsider  their  demands  in  regard  to  the 
position  of  these  officers.  A  reservation 
to  this  efect  was  made  by  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  and  Russian  Ambassadors. 
Five  British  officers  have  been  sent  out 
and  will  be  employed  in  the  Sandjak  of 
Drama. 

Mb.  BRYCE :   Will  these  officers  have 
full  powers  of  giving  orders  that  must  be 


obeyed  by  ihm  gendarmerie  wittont  any 
interference  from  the  Turkish^iuthorities  I 

Eabl  PERCY:  They  will  be  the  direct 
means  of  conveying  the  orders  of  (Jen- 
eral  Giorgis  to  the  troops. 

Graduation  of  the  Ineome-Taz. 
Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  proposes  to 
refer  the  question  of  the  practicability  of 
the  graduation^of  the  income-tax  to  the 
Committee  the  appointment  of  which 
has  been  announced. 

The  chancellor  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  No,  Sir.  As  I  have 
already  stated,  the  Government  do  not 
consider  that  the  question  of  graduation 
should  form  any  part  of  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Income-Tax. 

National  Debt  8ta4ifltic8. 
Mb.  RUNCIMAN  (Dewsbury) :  I  Ijeg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
by  how  much  he  expects  the  tot^l  Debt 
to  be  reduced  in  the  year  1904-5,  ex- 
cluding the  operation  of  the  Works  Acts 
and  similar  Acts;  and  how  much  he 
expects  t^at  the  operation  of  these 
works  and  simitar  Acts  will  add  to  our 
total  liabilities  during  the  year  1904-5. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
amount  by  which  the  total  dead-w^ght 
debt  is  expected  to  be  reduced  in  the 
year  1904-5  is,  as  stated  by  me  last 
week,  £7,120,000.  I  am  unable  at  pre- 
sent to  add  an3i;hing  to  the  statement  1 
made  on  Tuesday  li»t  as  to  the  liability 
which  we  are  Ukely  to  incur  in  the 
current  year  in  respect  of  the  expendi- 
ture charged  to  capital  account. 

Alleged  Fraadulent  Fxacticea  in  Bonded 
Warehouses. 

Mb.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  8.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Seeietary  to  the  TrcMiiry 
whether  he  has  now  ascertained  if  thie 
officers  of  Excise  and  Customs  are  com- 
pelled by  their  regulations  to  allow,  in 
the  Government  bonded  warehouses, 
German  spirit  to  be  labeQed  as  brandy, 
and  English  spirit  as  Scotch  whisky;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these 
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pxaeticee  ax^  cairied  on  with  the  oognis- 
ance  of  and  under  th^  snpervision  of 
Government  officials,  he  will  give  in- 
structions to  the  officials  to  report  such 
proceedings  to  their  superior  officers  and 
to  the  public  prosecutor. 

Thb  financial  SBCRBTART  op 
THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  Victoe  Caven- 
dish, Derbyshire,  W.):  The  primary 
dvkty  of  revenue  officials  is  to  see  that 
there  is  no  fraud  upon  the  revenue.  It 
is  not  possible  for  them  in  the  execution 
of  that  duty  to  safeguard  the  consumer, 
who  has  his  own  remedy  and  is  other- 
wiee  protected  against  fraud  or  misde- 
acription  of  goods  sold  to  him.  I  have 
alrfMuly  exjplained  that  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  Inland  Revenue  author- 
itiee  to  regulate  the  trade  description  of 
goods  in  bond  would  be  useless  because 
they  have  no  means  of  enforcing  a 
similar  regidation  after  the  goods  have 
paaeed  out  of  bond.  It  would  be  mis- 
leading to  create  an  impression  that  the 
fact  of  goods  being  dutiable  is  equivalent 
to  a  Government  guarantee  of  their 
quality. 

MJt.  MACVSAOH :  What  I  want  to 
know  is  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  these 
frauds  are  perpetrated  under  the  super- 
virion  of  Government  officials,  and 
whether  thc»e  are  the  officials  who  are 
asked  to  report  upon  the  matter. 

Bin.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH  :  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Customs 
HoBse  officers  carry  out  their  duties  in 
a  proper  manner. 

Anti- Vaccination  Prosecution  at  Thames 
Police  Court 

Bb.  CROOKS  (Woolwich):  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
be^  called  to  the  case  of  a  man,  named 
Ward,  who  was  summoned  at  the  Thames 
PoUoe  C^urt  for  non-compUance  with 
the  Vaccination  Act,  on  the  5th  April, 
and  to  the  &ct  that,  after  he  had  pro- 
duced a  doctor's  certificate  as  to  the 
child's  unfitness  for  vaccination,  the 
maA  was  fined,  the  magistrate  deciding 
agauut  the  man  because  he  would  not 
pkdgB  himself  to  have  the  child  vaccin- 
ated when  it  recovered,  and  afterwards 
dedinei?  to  state  a  case  for  the  High 


Court;  and  what  action  he  proposes  to 
take  in  the  matter. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers- 
DouQLAS,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  I 
have  inquired  into  this  case  and  find 
no  ground  for  action  on  my  part.  The 
offence  charged  was  the  failure  to  have 
the  child  vaccinated  within  six  months 
of  his  birtii.  The  medical  certificate 
produced  did  not  relate  to  that  period ; 
and  np  exemption  had  been  asked  for. 
The  father  did  not  appear  in  answer  to 
the  charge.  The  magistrate  was  ready 
to  take  a  lenient  view  of  the  case  in 
accordance  with  his  usual  practice  if  he 
could  have  received  any  assurance  of 
readiness  on  the  p^rt  of  the  defendant 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
law ;  but  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
offence  had  been  committed  and  the 
penalty  ineurred. 

Mr.  CROOKS:  WUl  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  make 
further  inquiry  and  see  if  the  certificate 
does  not  show  that  the  child  was  suffer- 
ing from  rickets  and  debility  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Vagrants  in  Hyde  Park. 
Mb.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  complaints  that  have  been 
made  with  reference  to  the  use  made  of 
Hyde  Park  by  persons  of  the  habitual 
vagrant  class,  he  intends  to  propose  any 
legislation  this  session  for  giving  the 
police  further  powers  than  they  now 
possess  to  deal  with  such  persons, 

Mr.  AKERSDOUGLAS:  This  is  a 
matter  for  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  rather  than  for  myself  and  I 
understand  that  it  is  under  his  immedi- 
ate consideration  with  a  view  to  pro- 
viding some  remedy  for  the  existing 
state  of  things. 

Railway  Level  Crossing  at  Halbeath. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty): 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Fifeshire,  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  railway  level  crossing 
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at  Halbeath  Station,  Fifediire,  is  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  public;  and, 
seeing  that  it  is  on  the  main  line  and 
numerous  express  trains  pass  over  it 
daily,  will  he  consider  the  advisability  of 
communicating  with  the  North  British 
Railway  Company  with  a  view  to  suit- 
able protection  being  provided. 

The  president  of  thb  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfoub,  Leeds, 
Central):  There  is  no  record  of  any 
accident  having  occurred  at  the  level 
crossing  in  question  within  the  past 
twenty -five  years  and  the  crossing  is  not 
one  in  regard  to  which  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  any  statutory  powers.  I 
have,  however,  communicated  with  the 
railway  company  on  the  subject  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question  and  am  informed 
by  them  that  the  crossing  is  provided 
with  gates  interlocked  from  the  signal 
cabin  and  these  gates  are  invariably 
closed  in  good  time  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  anyone  using  the  crossing 
in  such  a  way  as  to  be  endangered  by 
an  approaching  train.  It  is  added  that 
there  is  a  foot-bridge  at  the  station  so 
that  no  passenger  need  use  the  level 
crossing  to  go  frdm  one  platform  to 
another. 

Cost  of  Small-Pox  Outbreak. 
Mr.  COGHILL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  he  can  state  what  has  been  the  total  or 
approximate  cost  to  the  different  local 
bodies  of  the  outbreak  of  small-pox  in 
1903  in  London  and  the  metropolitan 
district  and  in  the  rest  of  England  and 
Wales  respectively. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.):  There  was  no 
epidemic  small- pox  in  London  in  the 
year  1903,  the  previous  outbreak  having 
in  effect  come  to  an  end  by  Michaelmas, 
1902.  The  expenditure  of  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board  in  the  year  to 
Michaelmas,  1902,  in  respect  of  the 
removal,  care,  and  treatment  of  patients 
consequent  upon  the  epidemic  is  esti- 
mated at  £132,381.  This  is  in  addition 
to  a  capital  expenditure  of  about 
£492.000  for  accommodation  and  trans- 
port facilities,  which  are  practically  still 
available.     I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give 


the  particulars  asked  for  as  regards  tlie 
other  local  authorities  referred  to  in.  the 
Question. 

Pauper  Aliens* 
Mr.  MoEJBNNA  (Monmoathshire,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  can  state 
the  number  of  aliens  who  have  beoome 
chargeable  to  the  common  fnnda  of  the 
Poor  Law  unions  of  the  United  Eangdom 
for  each  year  during  the  last  ten 
years;  the  proportion  which  such  pauper 
aliens  bear  to  the  whole  alien  population 
of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  the  propor- 
tion which  pauper  British  subjects  bear 
to  the  whole  British  population  oi  ih& 
United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  WALTER  LONG:  I  obtained 
last  year  some  information  as  regards 
aliens  in  England  and  Wales  in  receipt 
of  relief  on  the  1st  July,  1903,  bnt  I  am 
not  in  possession  of  the  particniacs 
desired  as  regards  the  previous  years. 
The  number  of  aliens  relieved  on  the  Ist 
July,  1903,  was*l,753,  or  '79  per  cent,  of 
the  alien  population  according  to  the 
last  census.  The  paupers  of  all  classes 
in  receipt  of  relief  on  that  date  were  2*4 
per  cent,  of  the  estimated  population. 
These  figures  only  relate  to  England  and 
Wales.  As  regards  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
the  matter  is  one  for  the  Scottish  and 
Irish  Departments. 

Motors  in  Hyde  Park- 
Mr.  bull  (Hammersmith) :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Islington 
I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
Chorley,  as  representing  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  some  of  the  roads  in  Hyde  Park 
motorsare  not  allowed,but  that  suck  roads 
are  only  indicated  by  a  regulation  in  small 
type  on  a  general  notice  board;  and 
whether  to  avoid  constant  mistakes  by 
motorists  coming  for  the  first  time  to  the 
park,  he  will  cause  conspicuous  notice 
boards  to  be  placed  at  each  end  of  these 
prohibited  roads  stating  clearly  that 
motors  are  not  allowed. 

LoBD  B ALCARRES  (Lancashire,  Chor- 
ley) :  The  First  Commissioner  has  made 
inquiry,  and  regrets  that  he  cannot  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  that  the  preaost 
arrangement  is  unsatisfactory.      Thoe 
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are  constables  on  dnty  at  either  end  of 
the    prohibited  road ;    thej   have    ex- 
perienced no  difficulty;  and 
aiore  efficient  as  a  warning  to 
than  any  notice  board. 


Instmction  in  Oookery  in  Scotch  Schools. 

Mn.  WBIR  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  if  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  so  amending  the  Scotch 
JBdncation  Code  as  to  render  instmction 
in  cookery  and  domestic  economy  com- 
pulsory during  the  last  year  of  a  girPs 
attendance  at  school 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Scott 
Dickson,  Glasgow,  Bridgton) :  I  am  to 
refer  the  hon  Member  to  my  reply  to 
liis  Question  No.  9  on  16th  March-t  I  am 
not  prepared  to  interfere  with  the  dis- 
cretion of  School  *  Boards  and  school 
managers  as  to  the  use  they  shall  make 
of  the  facilities  which  the  Code  affords. 

Island  of  Lewis  Oemeteries. 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
lor  Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  medical  officer  for  the  parish  of  Uig, 
Island  of  Lewis,  has  certified  the 
Balanakill,  Little  Bemera,  and  Kirivig 
oenoieteries  as  overcrowded,  insanitary, 
and  indecent,  the  coffins  being  in  some 
cases  within  two  feet  of  the  surface;  and 
will  such  steps  be  taken  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  the  provision  of  new 
burying-grounds. 

♦Bin.  SCOTT  DICKSON  :  I  am  in  com- 
munication with  the  Local  Govemmenc 
Board,  who  inform  me  that  the  parish 
council  are  taking  steps  to  have  nev^ 
cemeteries  opened  instead  of  Kirivig  and 
Little  Bemera  and  intend  extending 
Balanakill  if  allowed. 

Teachers  in  the  Highland  Crofting 
Counues. 

Mb.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  if  he  will  state  liow  many 
teachers  are  employed  in  the  Highland 
crofting  counties,  and  how  many  retiring 
teachers  other  than  old  parochial  teachers 
have  been  granted  pensions  by  School 
Boards  since  the  passing  of  the  Elemen- 
tary Teachers  Act  of  1898. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxxi.,  1257. 
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♦Mr.  SCOTT  DICKSON :  The  informa- 
tion asked  for  in  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question  is  contained  in  Com- 
mand Paper  1970  (pa^es  172-173).  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  give  the  information 
asked  for  in  the  second  part. 


are  much 
motorists 


Lloyd's  Estate.  King's  County. 
Mr.  REDDY  (King's  County,  Birr) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  farm  on  the  estate  of  J. 
J.  Lloyd,  of  Glouster,  near  Shinrone, 
King's  County,  formerly  in  the  possession 
of  Amos  J.  Doolan,  has  been  purchased 
by  the  agent  of  the  property  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  of  last  year,  and  that 
since  the  eviction  of  Doolan  this  farm  has 
been  let  on  the  eleven  months'  system ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  say  on  what  date  did 
this  agent  become  tenant,  and  on  what 
terms  as  to  rent  and  tenure  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  Estates  Commissioners 
received  an  application  for  re-ins tatement 
from  Amos  J.  Doolan;  and,  if  so,  will  he 
state  the  result  of  this  application,  and 
did  the  Estates  Commissioners  communi- 
cate with  the  evicted  tenant  and  this 
agent  before  sanctioning  the  sale,  and 
will  he  supply  a  copy  of  the  correspon- 
dence. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  No 
application  has  yet  been  made  to  the 
Commissioners  for  the  sale  of  this  estate ; 
but  an  application  for  re-instatement  in 
his  former  holding  has  been  received  from 
Amos  Palmer.  I  am  unable  to  say,  at 
present,  whether  he  is  identical  with 
the  ex-tenant  named  in  the  Question. 
I  am  making  further  inquiry,  however, 
on  this  and  other  matters. 

Instruction  in  the  Irish  Language. 
Me.  THOMAS  O'DONNBLL  (Kerry, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  National  Board  will  sanction  the 
payment  of  quaUfied  pensioned  teachers 
to  teach  Irish  outside  ordinary  school 
hours. 

Me.WTNDHAM:  The  Commissionen 
inform  me  that  Article  179  of  their  Code 
prohibits  an  ez-national  school  teacher 
who  is  in  receipt  of  a  retiring  gratuity  or 
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pennon  from  being  readmitted  to  the 
service  of  the  Board. 

IdahLegiBlAtion. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Jjieutenant  of  Ireland  when  he 
proposes  to  introduce  the  measure  dealing 
with  the  housing  of  the  working  classes 
in  towns  in  Ireland,  promised  last 
session. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  unable  to 
name  a  day  until  I  see  what  progress  is 
made  with  other  Irish  measures.  It  is, 
in  my  opinion,  necessary  to  pass  the 
Land  BiU  and  Labourers  Bill,  a  Bill 
for  transferring  certain  savings  in  the 
Supreme  Court  to  the  Development 
Grant,  and  a  Departmental  Bill  rendered 
obligatory  by  the  scheme  for  reducing 
the  police  force.  I  undertook  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  housing  in  towns  in 
addition  to  the  labourers  question. 
The  result  of  consideration  convinced  me 
that  the  latter  ought  to  have  priority, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  substantial 
i^vauce  can  be  made  in  respect  of  the 
'  former  at  a  time  when  it  is  impossible 
either  to  extend  the  period  of  repayment 
of  loans  or  to  lower  the  interest  upon 
them. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Does  that 
mean  that  there  will  be  no  Housing  Bill 
introduced  this  session. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  It  depends  partly 
on  the  progress  made  with  other  measures, 
and  in  addition  to  that  it  might  be 
prudent  to  await  a  more  favourable  time 
for  dealing  with  the  question. 

Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  Before  framing  the  Bill  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  take  notice  of  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  National 
Convention  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  not  seen 
them. 

Epidemics  in  Schools. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
medical  officer  of  health  for  a  district  has 
power  to  close  a  national  school  in  conse* 
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quence  of  epidemic;  and,  if  so,  whette 
the  teacher's  salary  is  liable  to  be  reduced 
I  in  consequence  of  such  dosing. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM :  A  medieal  officer  of 
health  may  recommend  the  closing  of  a 
school  on  the  ground  stated.  The  pub- 
lished regulations  of  the  Commissioners 
expressly  provide  that  in  such  oircnm- 
stanoes  a  teacher's  salary  shall  not  be 
liable  to  reduction,  except  in  cases  idiere 
a  s<diool  is  closed  for  a  very  prolonged 
period.  Salary  without  abatement  ma? 
be  paid  for  four  consecutive  qnartezs. 
An  epidemic  would  hardly  continue  foe 
more  than  a  year. 

Ouatyck.  Estatei  Cknmty  Lonif  ord 

I  Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.): 

I I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant    of  Ireland   if  he  will 

I  state  the  present  position  of  the  sale 
I  proceedings  of  Cusack  Estate,  county 
'  Longford ;  whether  he  is  now  able  to 
j  give  a  Rrctum  showing  the  names  of 
;  intending  purchasers  of  this  eetate,  and 
I  how  many  of  same  are  evicted  tenants  or 
,  the  sons  of  former  evicted  tenants  on 
this  property. 

Mr.  \^TNDHAM  :  The  position  of 
j  affairs  in  respect  of  this  estate  has  not 
I  altered,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  sbce  I 
I  replied  to  the  hon.  Member*8  previous 
j  Quesrion  of  the  3rd  March.f  The  solicitor 
having  carriage  of  ihe  sale  has  been 
communicated  with,  however,  and  if  the 
I  Question  is  repeated  on  Monday  next  I 
I  may  be  in  a  position  to  give  fnrtiicr 
I  information. 

Drummeel  Bog.  County  Longford. 
Mr.  j.  p.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask: 
i  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Estates  Commissioners  are 
bound  to  become  public  trustees  for  large 
tracts  of  bog  sold  under  the  Act  of  190i 
which  are  not  in  direct  occupation  of 
tenants,  will  he  say  if  anyappUcation  has. 
been  made  to  them  to  assmne  this  position 
in  connection  with  the  Drusuneel,  oouaty 
Longford,  bog  on  the  Oranard  Estate, 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Local  iatpiiry  has 
been  necessary  to  enable  the  CoamiB- 
sioners  to  identify  the  particular  bog-laai 

t  See  <4)  DebaUs,  cxxxL,  69. 
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rafened  to.    Perhaps  tlM  kon.  Bfenber 
will  repeat  the  QuMtioii  to-monow. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARBELL:  Will  the  inqoury 
be  public  or  pmate  1 

Hr.  WTNDHAM  :  I  have  been  making 
inqury  myself  in  the  endeavour  to  get  an 
anawer  to  the  hon.  Member's  Question. 

Bevenue  CoUectionB  in  Dublin. 
Mb.  NANNETTI  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  will  state 
the  total  .amount  of  Imperial  revenue 
received  respectively  by  the  collectors  of 
Inland  Revenue  and  Customs  at  Dublin 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1903 ;  the 
total  amount  received  by  the  collector 
of  Inland  Revenue  for  local  taxation 
licences  during  the  same  period;  and 
will  he  also  say  why  the  Collector  of 
Inland  Revenue  at  Dublin  is  not  instructed 
to  pay  the  proceeds  of  these  Irish  local 
taxation  licences  direct  into  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  to  the  credit  of  the  local 
taxation  account  instead  of  forwarding 
the  money  to  Lcmdon,  as  is  done  at 
present. 

Mr.  VICTOR  CAVENDISH :  The  total 
is  £3,952,609,  of  which  £414,261  was  for 
local  taxation  purposes.  The  proceeds 
are  paid  into  the  Bank  of  Ireland ;  but 
as  the  payments  in  respect  of  the  licences 
are  required  by  law  to  be  made  from  the 
Exchequer,  they  have  first  to  pass 
through  the  Exchequer  account  before 
being  paid  to  the  local  taxation  account. 

Crown  and  Quit  Bents  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  McKILLOP  (SUgo,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  he  can  state  in  terms 
of  years  purchase  the  average  price  at 
which  quit  rents  and  Crown  rents  were 
redeemed  in  the  years  ending  31st 
December,  1901,  1902,  and  1903. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
average  price  in  Ireland  is  about  twenty- 
five  years  purchase.  The  figures  'for 
Great  Britain  can  be  worked  out  if  a 
week's  notice  is  given. 

Irish  ez-Oonstahle  in  the  Liverpool 
Ooitoma. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
OsBory) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  CSiancellor  of 


the  Ezohequer  whether  Sergeant  €htl- 
la^er,  late  an  officer  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary,  Ballylinan,  Queen's 
Ccmnty,  who  has  retired  on  pension,  has 
been  appointed  to  an  officiid  position  in 
the  Custom  House,  laverpool;  9aA,  if 
so,  whether  he  can  state  upon  what 
reemnmendation  this  aj^intment  has 
been  made. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  This 
penmoner  has  been  temporarily  appointed 
to  an  unestablished  position  in  the 
Customs  at  Liverpool  on  his  own  appli- 
cation, on  the  production  of  satisfactory 
evidence  as  to  character. 

Mr.  DELANY:  Did  not  this  man 
leave  Ireland  without  paying  his  debts  ? 

Population,  Bevenne,and  Expenditure 
{Return. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELIilS  (Nottin^amshire, 
Rushclifie) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will  cause 
to  be  laid  upon  the  Table  a  similar 
Memorandum  respecting  the  progress  of 
population,  revenue,  and  expenditure  to 
that  of  No.  163  of  1896,  bringing  the 
figures  up  to  date,  excluding,  if  needs  be, 
the  years  in  which  the  figures  were  com- 
plicated by  the  expenditure  for  tlie  South 
African  War. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
Memorandum  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  is  a  very  elaborate  one,  and  in- 
volves much  labour  in  its  pr^ararion. 
It  deals  with  decennial  periods,  and  I 
think  the  next  issue  had  better  be- 
deferred  until  the  completion  of  another 
decennial  period  in  1906. 

Irish  Banks  and  OovennMnt  MoB^y. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  has  any  objection 
to  state  the  conditions  under  which  the 
Bank  of  Ireland  and  the  Provincial  Bank 
of  Ireland  deal  with  Irish  Government 
moneys  passing  through  their  hands  on 
the  road  to  the  Exchequer;  whether,  in 
addition  vo  the  benefit  derived  by  the 
retention  of  these  moneys  for  some  days 
in  their  hands,  they  also  receive  qf^ecial 
payment  for  transacting  this  business; 
and  whether  he  will  appoint  an  inde- 
pendent Committee  to  inquire  into  and 
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report  on  the  existing  position  of  tiie 
Bank  of  Ireland  andtiie  Provincial  Bank 
of  Ireland  in  relation  to  the  State  and  to 
the  other  joint  stock  banks  of  Ireland. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
revenue  receipts  paid  into  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  are  credited  to  tiie  Exchequer  on 
the  day  of  receipt;  those  paid  through 
the  Provincial  Bank  are  transferred  after 
an  interval  of  a  week.  The  banks 
receive  no  remuneration  for  their  work  in 
bringing  revenue  to  the  Exchequer  other 
than  the  benefit  they  derive  from  the 
temporary  use  of  the  money.  I  do  not 
think  any  object  would  be  gained  by  tiie 
appointment  of  a  Committee  such  as 
fuggested  by  the  hon.  Member.  The 
Treasury  ia  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
relations  of  ^e  Bank.of  Ireland  with  the 
Government,  which  date  from  its  estab- 
lishment, and  which  have  since  been 
constantly  referred  to  in  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. Those  relations  were  carefuUy 
considered  in  connection  with  the  Bank 
Act  of  1892,  and  the  provisions  of  that 
Act  remain  in  force  for  twenty  years, 
i.e^  until  1912. 

Dublin  Telegraph  Messengta. 
Mb.  NANNETTI  :  I  beg  to  i»k  the 
Postmaster-Oeneral  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  order  issued  by  the 
Dublin  authorities  that  all  boys  engaged 
there  as  telegraph  messengers  over 
sixteen  are  to  seek  for  other  em- 
ployment or  be  dismissed  after  three 
months;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
the  past  town  postmen  were  recruited 
from  the  efficient  boys,  and  that  there 
are  a  number  of  those  boys  over  eighteen 
years  of  age  who  have  no  trade  or  other 
available  means  of  employment;  and, 
if  so,  will  he  say  if  thb  order  has  been 
issued  with  his  sanction;  and  whether 
the  Dublin  authorities  are  urging  these 
boys  to  join  His  Majesty's  Army  by 
promising  them  re-emplojrment  after  I 
three  years  service  in  the  Ajmy.  | 

Thb  postmaster  -  GENERAL  I 
(Lord  Stanley,  Lancashiie,  West-  i 
houghton) :  I  regret  that  it  has  been  i 
necessary  to  discontinue  for  a  time  the 
appointment  of  telegraph  messengers  i 
at  Dublin  as  assistant  postmen,  since 
there  are  already  an  unduly  large  number  . 
of^  assistant  postmen  waiting  for  estab-  i 


lished  appointoients.  The  messengers 
over  sixteen  years  of  age  have  therefore 
been  informed  that  it  is  to  their  advan- 
tage to  seek  other  employment;  but 
they  have  not  been  urged  to  join  the 
Army. 

Teleplume  OoaunuBiofttion  with 
KiUamey. 

Mr.  MURPHT  (Kerry,  E.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  re- 
peated applications  have  been  received 
for  the  extension  of  telephonic  com* 
munication  to  KiUamey;  and  wheth^, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  a'  number  of 
tourists  as  well  as  local  people  would  be 
served  by  the  extension,  he  will  eay 
what  is  the  objection  raised  against  tiie 
giving  of  the  required  facilities  in  this 
matter. 

Lord  STANLEY:  A  considerftble 
number  of  applications  for  the  extenaion 
of  the  Triu^  Telephone  System  in 
Ireland  have  been  received,  and  a  com- 
prehensive inquiry  is  now  being  made 
as  to  the  possibility  of  meeting  these 
demands.  The  plans  now  in  preparation 
include  one  for  an  extension  to  Killamey, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  if  it  b  found  practi- 
cable to  carry  it  out.  The  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  the  extension  of  the  Trunk 
System  in  the  South  of  Ireland  has  been 
the  large  expenditure  involved,  owing 
to  the  length  of  the  lines.  Unfortun- 
ately, the  traffic  and  revenue  on  tlie 
existing  lines  are  small. 

Cotton  Manufactures— Proposed  Inter- 
national CJonfeience. 

Mr.  HARCOURT  (Lancashire,  Rossen- 
dale) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  he  is  yet  able  to 
give  the  promised  answer  to  the  request 
made  to  him  by  a  deputatitm  at  Man- 
chester in  January,  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  should  take  the  initiative 
m  summoning  an  International  Confer- 
ence of  those  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton,  with  a  view  to  consider- 
ing the  present  and  future  difficulties  of 
the  industry  and  the  best  methods  of 
dealing  with  them. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  The  subject 
is  engaging  a  great  deal  of  the  attention 
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of  the  Qovemment,  but  the  deputation 
to  w^h  the  hon.  Qentiemau  lefeis 
rather  put  in  the  forefront  of  their  argu- 
oient  the  neoessity  of  dealing  with 
purchase  in  advance  as  a  general  system. 
I  have  some  doubt  about  the  propriety 
of  snmmoiyng  a  conference  in  this 
country  on  the  subject,  because  I  doubt 
whether  any  good  can  be  done  by  legis- 
lation; but  there  are  probably  other 
matters  in  which  consumers  and  manu* 
f  acturers  of  cotton  have  common  interests 
with  their  Continental  brethren,  and  if 
further  inquiry  should  substantiate  that 
view  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  do  what 
we  can  to  further  communication  between 
branches  of  the  manufacturing  industry 
liere  and  on  the  Continent. 

Land  Values  Assessment  and  Bating 
BilL 

Mr.  TRBVBLYAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Tirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Qovemment  will  afford  time  for  the 
discussion  of  the  adjourned  Motion  to 
flend  the  Land  Values  Assessment  and 
Bating  Bill  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Law.  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
the  Committee  on  Law  has  now  only  one 
Bill  before  it 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
that  the  consideration  which  the  hon. 
Oentleman  has  just  laid  before  me  is 
relevant  to  the  answer  to  the  Question  on 
the  Paper.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
question  of  giving  Government  facilities 
to  private  Memb-^rs'  Bills  is  one  that 
must  be  used  with  the  utmost  caution, 
snd  they  can  never  be  suffered  to  be 
used  except  in  regard  to  Bills  which 
coounand  the  general  assent  of  both 
sides  of  the  House.  That  is  the  rule 
which,  I  think,  invariably  obtains,  and  I 
^lo  not  think  it  can  be  departed  from  in 
the  present  case. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Snt  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  have  to  ask  the 
Pirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
can  inform  the  House  of  the  business  to 
he  taken  during  the  week* 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  may  be  for 
the  convenience   of  hon.  Members  if  I 


state  that  if  we  succeed  in  getting  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Aliens  Bill  to- 
night and  time  is  available  we  shall  put 
down  the  Report  of  tike  Money  Resolution 
in  connection  with  the  Savings  Banks 
BiU,  the  Penal  Servitude  Bill,  and  Report 
of  Supply.  To-morzow,  under  the  Ten 
Minutes  Rule*  the  President  of  the 
Local  Crovemment  Board  will  introduce 
the  Valuation  Bill,  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Education  Department  the  Education 
(Local  Authority  Default)  Bill.  At  the 
Wednesday  afternoon  sittincr  we  shall 
take  the  Southwark  and  Birmingham 
Bishoprics  Bill»  and  on  Thursday  Supply, 
Class  1. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  8.) : 
When  is  it  proposed  to  proceed  with  the 
Irish  Land  and  Labourers  Bills  ? 

Mr.  a.  J:  BALFOUR :  Not  in  the 
course  of  the  present  week. 

Mr.  SCARES  (Devonshire,  Bamstaple): 
What  Votes  are  to  be  taken  on 
Thursday! 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Votes  4  and  11. 


NEW  BILL. 


CHARITABLE  LOAN  SOCIETIES 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

•*To  amend  the  Charitable  Loan 
Societies  (Ireland)  Act,  1900/*  presented 
by  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  162.] 


ALIENS  BILL. 
[Second  Rbadino.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

♦  Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  rose  to  move  as 
an  Amendment,  "  That  this  House,  hold- 
ing that  the  evils  of  low-priced  alien 
labour  can  best  be  met  by  legislation  to 
prevent  sweating,  desires  to  assure  itself 
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before  assenting  to  Ae  Aliens  Bill  thst 
sufficient  regard  is  had  in  the  proposed 
measure  to  the  letentiim  of  the  prioG^le 
of  asylnm  for  the  victims  of  perseootion." 
He  said:  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall 
discuss  this  Ml  with  a  complete  absence 
of  heat ;  but  that  is  not  the  case  outside 
this  House.  [Sir  Howard  Vincemt  :  Hear, 
hear!]  The  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield 
is  probably  aware  that  most  violent  and 
shameful  attacks  have  been  made  on 
those  who  think  it  their  duty  to  oppose 
a  measure  of  this  kind.  Among  the  docu- 
ments that  have  been  circulated  to  those 
who  are  supposed  to  be  opposed  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  are,  for  example, 
such  a  monstrous  statement  as  is  published 
in  a  daily  paper  in  London,  and  signed' 
by  a  gentleman  who  does  not  hesitate  to 
put  his  own  signature  to  a  breach  of 
privilege — 

"  It  is.  hoped  that  every  London  newspaper 
under  British  oontrol  will  publish  a  list  of  the 
traitors  in  Parliament  who  vote  against  this 
measnre.'' 

That  is  not  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  a 
measui  e  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  discussed. 
While  I  am  quite  certain  the  Bill  will  be 
discussed  in  this  House  with  calmness,  I 
must  warn  Conservative  Members  who 
have  thrown  themselves  into  this  agita- 
tion that  they  have  raised  a  devil 
which  they  will  find  it  difficult  to  lay. 
This  Bill  was  originally  a  Socialistic 
measure,  but  it  is  now  repudiated  by 
SociaUsts  who  wisely  became  opposed  to 
legislation  of  this  description.  It  is 
something  like  what  was  forced  on  Louis 
Blanc  in  1848 ;  it  was  one  of  the  four 
demands  of  the  French  Socialists  which 
led  to  the  break  up  of  his  (Government, 
and  which  eventually  led  to  his  flight  to 
this  country  where  he  arrived  a  destitute 
alien.  It  was  rather  unworthily  sug- 
gested, I  think,  from  the  other  side 
against  those  of  us  who  oppose  this 
measure  that,  as  on  the  First  Reading  we 
did  not  divide  the  House,  we  dare  not 
divide  the  House.  It  is  not  usual  to 
divide  the  House  against  the  introduction 
of  a  Bill ;  but  I  can  assure  hon.  Members 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned  that  they  shall 
not  be  disappointed  as  to  a  division 
to-day,  for  it  certainly  is  my  intention 
to  take  the  opinion  of  this  House. 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  Division,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Commission,  has  given  an 
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enormous  amount  of  time,  trouble,  and 
consideration  to  this  subject.  I  agree 
with  him  that  a  case  might  be  made  out 
for  legislation  of  this  kii^.  So  &r  from 
being  an  advocate  of  laissez  favrcy  I  teve 
been  one  of  the  strongest  opponents  of 
that  prineiple  since  I  ha^e  been  in  tiie 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  to  some 
extent,  as  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
has  said,  a  question  of  numbers  and 
proportion.  The  hon.  and  gallant  ifem- 
ber  in  his  admirable  letter  in  to-day's 
Times,  gives  what  is  the  case  of  the  most 
reasonable  supporters  of  this  measure. 
He  states  very  frankly  that  he  is  much 
more  concerned  with  the  attack  on  the 
destitute  alien  than  with  the  attack  on 
the  undesirable  alien.  It  is,  from  bis 
point  of  view,  a  question  of  competiticm, 
and  he  attributes  to  their  suppoeed 
increase,  sweating  in  this  country.  Now 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Elland  Division, 
who  will  do  me  the  honour  to  second  my 
Motion,  has,  like  myself,  interested  himself 
in  this  subject  ever  since  he  came  into 
this  House.  He  has  written  on  the  sub- 
ject and  he  has  travelled  the  Colonies; 
and  this  enables  him  to  speak  with  regard 
to  the  subject.  If  I  thought  the  tendency 
of  this  immigration  were  to  have  that 
effect  upon  sweating  which  the  h<m.  and 
gallant  Member  thinks,  I  should  not  have 
placed  the  Amendment  upon  the  Paper. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  says  that 
the  destitute  alien  is  mining  our  people 
by  what  he  calls  competition  of  the 
severest  kind,  and  he  concludes  his  letter 
by  saying  that — 

"  These  persons  may  be  called  victiiiis  of 
perseootion  if  we  allow  that  everyone  m 
Russia  hi  persecuted  more  or  less  aooording  to 
our  ideas. 

The  letter  appears  to  me  to  conflict 
with  the  leading  passages  of  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  of  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  was  a  leading 
member.  I  shall  ask  the  House  to 
con<«ider  the  Bill  mainly  on  the  lines 
of  the  Report  and  on  the  evidence  of 
the  witnesses  before  that  Commission. 
As  I  read  the  Report  of  the  Commission 
it  is  right  in  the  teeth  4d  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member.  In  the  first 
place  he  assumes  that  the  numbers  we 
have  to  deal  with  in  this  coantiy  are 
very  great,  and  that  the  proportion  is  , 
greater  than  in  other  countries.  I  hope 
that  hon.  Members  in  this  House  who  ace 
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going  to  t»ke  part  in  this  discuasion  and 
in  voting  on  thb  Bill  have  not  long  Btnoe 
made  np  thek  minds  upon  it*    I  hope 
they  will .  examine  the  Report  of   the 
Commission    and    the     evidence.        I 
folly  agres  with  the  Commission  on  this 
question  of  nnmbeis.    They  state  their 
full  reasons,  which  must  lead  us  deeply 
to  suspect  any  figures  except  those  in 
the  census,  and  they  state  the  deductions 
which  have  to  be  niade  from  the  numbeis 
that  have  been  returned  as  alien  immi- 
grants;  and   they  point   out    how   the 
sailors  affect  the  question.  I  have  always 
been  in  favour  of  special  legislation  in 
rogard  to  sailors.     Then  they  point  oat 
the  enormous  number  of  persons  who  are 
travelling  every  year  on  business  and 
pleasure — the  number  who  are,  in  fact, 
merely    passing   through   this   country. 
They  conclude.theref  ore,  that,  although  we 
cannot  know  for  certain  the  exact  number, 
the  census  is  by  far  the  best  test  that 
we  have.    There  is  an  annual  Return  pre- 
sented by  the  Board  of  Trade.    It  is  a  year 
since  it  has  been  distributed,  and  it  is  most 
unfortunate  that  we  have  to  discuss  this 
Bill  in  the  absence  of  a  continuance  of 
that  Return.    But  I  think  we  may  con- 
clude in  face  of  the  evidence  given  by 
Qlr.   Llewellyn  Smith  before  the  Com- 
mission that  there  has  been  no  change, 
and  that  the  same  tendency  has  con- 
tinued.    The  facts  brought  out  in  last 
year's  Return  go  to  show  an  increased 
emigration     of      Britons      from       this 
country  and  a  vastly  increasing  trans- 
migration of  aliens  through  this  country, 
iMdd  not  a  constantly  increasing  number 
of  aliens  settled  here.    The  Secretary  of 
State   for   the    Home    Department     in 
introducing  this  Bill  no  doubt  unwittingly 
misled  the  House.     He  mentioned  that 
the  figures  in  1901  showed  an  increase  of 
81,000  aliens,  and  in  1902,  82,000,  which 
is  at  variance  with  the  evidence  before 
the  Royal  Commission.    The  suggestion 
is  that  there  was  a  large  addition  to  the 
alien  population  of  this  country  in  recent 
years.     The  Board  of  Trade  says — 

**  It  most  not  be  inferred  that  these  figures 
represent  the  real  inoreese  in  the  total  number 
of  alien  immigrants  who  actually  settle  in  this 
country." 

The  Board  gives  the  net  increase  in 
the  alien  popukti<m  at  9,000  in  1901  and 
8,800  m  1902,  and  shows  that  these 
numbers    conei^nd    exactly  with   the 


census  returns,  and  also  that  the  balance 
of  emigration  ontwaid  is  increasing. 
There  is,  moreover,  an  enormous  nmns- 
migration  of  aliens  for  the  United  States. 
The  balance  of  this.enonnous  and  increas- 
ingly vast  transmigration  is  increasingly 
a  balance  outwards.  The  Board  of  Trade 
point  out  that  the  figures  which  the  Home 
Secretary  quoted  include  all  the  third 
class  passengers  coming  into  the  country 
at  certain  ports.  All  these  are  not 
destitute,  and  many  of  these  who  are 
destitute  proceed  to  Canada.  Again, 
I  would  call  the  attenti<Hi  of  the  House 
to  the  enormous  extent  of  this  traffic  to 
Canada.  It  is  not  shown  in  the 
American  Return.  There  are  a  vast 
number  of  people  carried  by  the 
Beaver  Line  to  Canada,  and  most 
of  them  pass  through  ultimately  to  the 
United  States.  I  cannot  but  think  that 
an  incidental  defect  of  these  regulations 
will  be  to  heavily  discourage  our  ship- 
ping trade,  and  a  very  large  trade  this 
shipping  trade  in  emigrants  has  now 
become.  It  may  startle  the  House, 
which  has  often  heard  of  the  enormous- 
emigration  in  the  past,  that  the  number 
of  persons  passing  through  this  country 
to  foreign  lands  is  more  than  it  has 
ever  been.  The  number  of  emigrants 
leaving  this  country  by  British  liners, 
and  steamers  for  lands  across  the 
dbtant  seas  is  greater  than  it  ever  was,. 
even  in  the  Irish  famine,  or  the  days  of 
the  great  gold  rush  to  CaUfomia  and. 
Australia .  The  number  conveyed  in  1902 
was  387,000— a  gigantic  trade,  a  trade  of 
great  value  to  the  port  of  Liverpool,, 
and  to  British  shipping.  In  1847,  the 
beginning  of  the  Irish  famine,  there  were^ 
258,000;  in  1848,  248,000;  in  1849,. 
299,000;  in  1850.  280,000;  in  1851,. 
335,000;  and  in  1852,  when  the  gold 
rush  was  at  its  height,  368,000.  From  1852 
down  to  recent  years  the  traffic  had 
fallen  away.  Now  it  has  vastly  increased,, 
and  is  greater  than  it  has  ever  heeik 
before.  [Major  Evans  Gordon:  Hear,. 
hear!]  The  hon.  Member  cheers  tiutt 
fact,  but  the  balance  outward  is  con- 
tinually increasing,  and  this  does  not 
aSect  the  figures  he  has  in  his  mind. 

The  hon.  Mraiber  for  Stepney  in  his 
letter  says  it  is  a  question  of  numbers 
and  of  proportion.  We  have  seen 
about  numbers;  now  about  proportion » 
There     is    a    very    interesting    official 
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4Uiswer  on  this  in  the  Board  of 
Trade  evidence.  The  percentage  of 
aliens  of  any  kind  in  this  country  is  one- 
fonrth  of  what  it  is  in  France.  It  is  less 
than  that  in  any  Continental  country, 
•and  is  substantially  not  increasing, 
because  the  minute  increase  which  is 
examined  by  the  Board  of  Trade  is  more 
than  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  rich  men  who  have  made 
London  their  home  since  London  has 
become  the  fashionable  centre  in  place  of 
Paris.  Not  only  is  the  proportion  of 
aliens  abroad  lacger,  but,  .  generally 
speaking,  those  aliens  are  poorer.  They 
are,  on  the  average,  a  less  substantial 
class.  As  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
bfcates  in  the  second  part  of  his  letter  it 
is  a  question  of  quality  and  proportion,  I 
ask  Ihe  House  to  consider  what  the  per- 
centage is.  In  Germany  the  proportion 
of  aliens  has  increased.  It  used  ten 
years  ago  to  be  0*8,  now  if  is  1*38 ;  in 
Belgium  it  has  also  slightly  increased. 
It  was  2-6  and  is  now  2*82.  In  France 
it  has  slightly  decreased,  it  was  nearly  3, 
now  it  is  2^d.  In  Switzerland  it  was 
once  6^,  it  is  now  over  9J.  In  this 
country  it  was  0*58,  now  it  is  0^,  an 
infinitesimal  increase.  The  Board  of 
Trade  in  making  these  statements,  and 
the  Commission  in  repeating  them,  very 
frankly  face  the  facts,  and  the  Com- 
mission in  its  Report  says — 

"*•  It  will  be  observed  that  the  proportion  of 
Alien  immigrants  in  this  countrj  is  compaiatively 
«ma]].** 

In  regard  to  the  infinitesimal  increase 
in  the  total  the  Commission  says — 

"  In  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  alioi  pro- 
portion from  0*58  to  0*69  per  cent,  some  effect 
mnst  be  given  to  the  evidence  that  greater  care 
was  taken  in  1902  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
resident  aliens  than  on  previous  occasions." 

Therefore  the  Commission  did  not  itself 
believe  there  was  any  increase  at  all. 
l^ow  it  is  undoubtedly  a  fact  that  once 
upon  a  time  Members  opposite  did  not 
share  the  view  that  this  immigration 
was  an  entirely  bad  thing  for  the  country. 
There  has  been  a  change  of  opinion,  but 
not  a  change  of  facts.  There  is  no 
increase  of  danger,  but  a  change  in  the 
way  in  which  that  supposed  or  appre- 
hended danger  is  regarded.  There  have 
frequently  been  times  in  our  history 
when  the  number  of  destitute  aliens  in 
our  country  was  infinitely  greater  than 
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now.  There  were  times  when  H  was  as 
great  as  it  is  now  in  those  foreign 
countries  where  it  is  greatest.  It  was 
infinitely  greater  than  now.  At  the 
time  when  the  numbers  were  so 
great  there  was  the  same  oppon- 
tion  to  the  aliens  as  tiiiere  is  now,  but  it 
is  a  curious  fact  that  when  we  look  back 
hon.  Members  are  always  indined  to 
give  away  the  past.  They  are  always 
inclined  to  say  alien  immigration  waa  a 
benefit  in  its  day.  At  the  time  when  the 
Palatines  were  brought  into  this  oountry 
under  Queen  Anne  at  the  public  expense 
there  was  great  opposition,  and  I  do  not 
wonder  at  it.  There  were  10,000  brou^t 
to  London  in  a  single  year  all  destitute 
and  all  without  a  trade ;  again  in  1793 
the  proportion  of  aliens  was  great,  and 
it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  ihey 
were  all  people  of  noble  birth  flying  from 
France.  The  great  majority,  as  Dr. 
Cunningham  telk  us,  were  people  of  low 
birth. 

I  said  on  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill  that  we  were  an  emigrating  rather 
than  an  immigrating  nation.  It  is  an  extra- 
ordinary position  in  which  this  Bill  places 
the  House.  We  spend  pubUc  money  on 
emigration.  We  keep  up  a  public  Emi- 
gration Office,  and  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  always 
signing  orders  for  the  sending  out  of 
paupers  at  the  expense  of  the  rates.  We 
still  send  millions  of  destitute  Irish— some 
people  think  by  the  fault  of  our  legis- 
lation— to  seek  the  hospitaUty  of  the 
United  States,  and  we  are  to  decline  on 
the  mere  ground  of  destitution  those 
expelled  from  Russia  by  religious  perse- 
cution, and  who  come  here  in  the  propor- 
tion of  about  one-tenth  to  those  received 
by  the  United  States.  We  want 
to  know  on  what  ground  it  is  sug- 
gested this  exclusion  should  take 
place.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
says  it  is  because  sweating  is  promoted 
by  the  reception  of  these  people  in  this 
country.  The  Besolution  we  have  placed 
on  the  Paper  represents  the  views  of  the 
Member  for  EUand  and  myself,  which  are 
the  views  held  by  l^e  most  advanced 
men  in  the  labour  movement  and  by  those 
most  affected,  viz.,  those  in  the  tailoring 
trade,  that  the  evils  of  sweating  are  best 
dealt  with  by  legislation,  and  the  en- 
forcement of  regulations  of  a  dilEerent 
kind.    This  matter  was  inquired^into  by 
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the  House  of  Lords  Committee  on  Sweat- 
ing which  reported  on  the  point  in  these 
words — 

"Undue  stress  has  been  laid  on  foreign 
immigration,  inasmuch  as  we  find  that  tne 
evils  complained  of  obtain  in  trades  not  afiected 
by  foreign  immigration." 

Majob  EVANS  GORDON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney) :   What  date  ? 

Sib  CHARLES  DILKE:  The  Com- 
mittee reported  in  1890.  I  suppose  the 
hon.  Member  intends  to  suggest  the  evil 
has  increased.  There  is  no  evidence  to 
support  that  view.  The  evidence  before 
the  Commission  is  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, and  the  Report  of  the  investigation 
in  the  East  of  London  is  diametrically 
opposite.  We  say  this  is  a  sham  remedy 
for  sweating,  and  that  sweating  must  be 
met  by  other  means,  and,  above  all,  by 
stringent  enforcement  of  the  workshop 
laws.  There  was  a  change  made  in  the 
workshop  laws  in  1901,  and  some  of  us 
resisted  the  change,  because  we  proposed 
a  very  different  system  which  we  believe 
would  have  met  the  position.  Li 
1895  I  had  moved  an  Amendment 
which  would  have  applied  the 
New  Zealand  lesislafcion  directed  against 
sweating,  which  has  been  adopted 
in  other  countries,  and  which  a 
majority  of  those  supposed  to  be  most 
affected  by  this  alien  immigration  them- 
selves supported.  Our  case  is  that  it  is 
underpaid  labour  of  English  women  and 
girls  in  those  trades  which  is  more  re- 
sponsible for  the  evils  of  sweating  than 
the  introduction  of  tfie  alien.  The 
Board  of  Trade,  which  issues  to  the 
House  every  year  the  interesting  and 
valuable  Paper  of  which  I  spoke  just 
now,  have  not  commented  on  that  Paper 
since  1894.  In  1894,  when  there  was 
agitation  on  this  subject,  they  com- 
mented on  that  annual  Return.  Going 
carefully  into  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Llewellyn  Smith,  who  was  responsible 
at  the  time,  before  this  Royal  Com- 
mission, which  is  before  the  House, 
Mr.  Smith  shows  no  sign  of  having 
changed  his  opinion. 

The  Board  of  trade  in  1894,  reporting 
on  the  effect  of  destitute  aliens  on 
sweating,  said  that  the  worst  of  all  the 
labour  evils  was  the  bringing  in  of 
married  ^women  .  to    do    men's^^work 


That  evil  at  all  events  has  no  place 
among  the  Jews.    The  struggle  is — 

"  not  between  English  non-Jewish  men  and  Jews 
.  .  .  .  English  women  and  girls  are  more  aad 
mote  brought  in  at  lower  wages,  that  is  in  trades 
where  women  are  not  orgaoMed." 

When  this  matter  was  considered  on  th^ 
Amendment  to  the  Factory  Act  of 
1895,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  a 
great  impression  was  made  upon  some 
of  us  by  the  statement  of  a  delegate  of 
the  tailoring  trade,  which  is  the  trade 
most  affected  by  these  changes.  That 
delegate  said — 

**  Hie  blackleg  is  the  alien,  though  he  come, 
-irom  my  o,wn  town." 

I  do  not  wish  to  quarrel  with  the; 
Report  signed  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member.  I  think  it  is  a  very  fair  state- 
ment of  the  case.  In  paragraph  129 
the  Commissioners  state  that — 

"  The  e£Feot  on  the  three  main  indostoies — 
tailoring,  oabinetmaking,  and  shoemaking— 
in  which  aliens  are  employed,  has  been  beneficial. 
It  has  increased  the  demand  for,  and  the  mann- 
factnre  of,  not  only  goods  made  in  this  country 
which  were  formerly  imported  from  abroad,  but 
the  materials  used  in  them.  It  has  indirectly 
giywi  employment  to  native  workers." 

As  to  the  displacement  of  native  labour,, 
they  also  say  the  evidence  has  been 
very  conflicting.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  Report  from  which  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  can  find  much  encourage- 
ment for  his  views  as  expressed  in  to^ 
day's  Times.  There  are  25,500  aliens  in 
the  United  Eangdom  engaged  in  the 
tailoring  trade,  and  the  cabinet  trade 
with  under  5,000  comes  next.  The  Com- 
missioners say  of  wages^- 

*' It  certainly  appears  that  notwithstanding 
the  influx  of  aliens  there  has  been  a  genenU. 
tendency  to  increase  in  the  trades  mentioned.*' 

What  becomes  of  the  interruptions  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  asked  for  the  date 
of  the  House  of  Lords  Sweating  Report, 
when,  according  to  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners themselves,  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  wages  in  the  very  trades, 
which  are  suppos«^  to  be  most  affected 
by  alien  labour?  Without  going  into 
figures  at  greater  length,  I  may  say  that 
the  tailoring  trade  is,  by  a  majority,  in. 
favour  of  the  principles  which  my  hon. 
friend  and  I  are  putting  before  the 
House  to  day — ^viz.,  that  the  matter 
should  be  dealt  with  in  a  different  way 
from  the  method  of  exclusion.  As  to  the 
furniture  trade  there  is  mentioned  in  the. 
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ovidimce  a  veiy  curious  case  which  is 
typical  of  the  state  of  things  which  pre- 
judice has  called  into  this  question.  It 
is  the  case  of  a  man  who  came  in  as  a 
destitute  alien  and  who,  in  a  few  years, 
was  possessed  of  a  furniture  factory  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,  occupying 
thirteen  acres  of  land,  fitted  with  the 
most  up-to-date  machinery,  employing 
3,000  workmen  (nearly  all  Christians), 
and  doing  an  enormous  export  trade. 
The  Board  of  Trade,  commenting  on 
cases  of  this  kind  in  their  scientific  Report, 
said — 

'*  The  same  individual  within  a  few  years 
excites  the  hostility  of  his  English  neighbours 
for  his  pauperism  and  their  indignation  for 
hiB  wealth." 

Now  comes  the  question — whether  if 
you  are  to  have  legislation  of  this  kind  it 
will  be  possible  to  retain  the  principle  of 
asylum  for  the  victims  of  persecution? 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets  Division,  who  has  faced 
this  question,  says  that  he  wants  to  keep 
these  people  out  because  of  their  com- 
petition, their  numbers  and  their  pro- 
portion, and  he  admits  that  all  the  popu- 
lation of  Russia  are  victims  of  persecution. 
But  the  Jews  are  victims  of  persecution 
in  a  more  peculiar  degree  than  any 
persons  in  Russia,  because  in  Russia 
other  people  have  not  been  burned  alive, 
or  hunted  through  their  towns  as 
the  Jews  have  been,  and  it  amazes 
tne  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member,  who  has  seen  Russia  for  himself, 
should  class  them  with  Russians  as  being 
victims  of  persecution.  The  words  of 
which  I  am  most  afraid  are,  ''  likely  to 
become  a  charge  on  public  funds"  and 
**  having  no  visible  or  probable  means  of 
support."  Let  the  House  dismiss  from 
its  mind  all  question  of  getting  rid  of  a 
special  class  of  undesirable  aliens.  If 
that  were  all  that  was  proposed,  we  might, 
and  doubtless  should,  come  to  terms. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  admits  that 
the  one  point  on  which  he  wants  the  Bill 
is  not  the  undesirable  but  the  destitute 
alien.  The  words  I  ha\e  quoted  are  not 
new ;  they  were  proposed  and  discussed 
in  this  House  years  ago,  and  they  appear 
in  the  legislation  of  the  United  States. 
But  in  the  United  States  they  have  led 
to  legal  decisions  which  are  in  the  teeth 
of  the  official  statement  as  to  what  is  to 
be  their  meaning  in  our  legislation.    The 
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point  was  considered  before  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  representatives  of  the 
police  said  it  wouldbe  very  (^ifficultto  deal 
with,  while  Mr.  Llewellyn  Smith  said  it 
would  be  impossible.  We  are  distinctly 
told  that  these  words,  if  pint  into  our 
legislation,  will  be  interpreted  to  keep  out 
persons  who  have  no  money  in  their 
possession.  The  provision  as  to  having 
money  in  their  possession  was  found  in 
the  United  States  to  be  dodged  in  the 
same  way  that  the  provision  requiring 
Members  of  this  House  to  swear  they 
possessed  an  estate  used  to  be  dodged. 
The  money  was  simply  handed  from  one 
person  to  another.  That  is  not  the  test 
in  the  United  States.  It  has  there  been 
held  that  a  man  is  not  under  the  mis- 
chief of  the  law  who  has  two  strong  arms 
and  ten  fingers,  and  who  is  willing  to 
work — that  such  a  man  brings  capital  and 
property  into  the  country.  But  that  iff 
not  the  interpretation  to  be  put  upon 
the  words  here,  and  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  has  made  it  clear  that 
he  would  not  support  this  Bill  unless 
it  was  intended  to  have  exactly  the 
opposite  efEect.  These  words,  curiously 
enough,  have  fallen  under  the  ban 
directly  of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  indirectly 
of  Mr.  Disraeli.  When  the  words  were 
suggested  in  1894  Mr.  Gladstone  simply 
riddled  them  and  tore  them  to  pieces,  and 
Mr.  Disraeli's  contention  was  that  the 
poor  Jew  brought  to  us  the  spark  of 
genius  which  was  too  often  wanting  in 
our  race.  When  asked  what  the  words 
would  mean,  Mr.  Llewellyn  Smith,  speak- 
ing for  the  Board  of  Trade,  said — 

"  Tou  may  pretencfto  do  it,  but  yon  cannot 
do  it.'* 

That  is,  exclude  them  on  the  mere 
ground  of  absence  of  means.  Without 
that  exclusion  hon.  Members  opposite 
would  not  give  twopence  for  the  Bill. 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  opposite 
said  the  question  must  be  settled  by 
quality  and  proportion.  The  question 
of  proportion  I  have  dealt  with ;  as  to 
quality,  I  would  implore  hon.  Membeis 
before  they  pass  a  measure  of  this  kind 
to  read  the  weighty  evidence  given  before 
the  Royal  Commission  by  impartial  men, 
representing  public  bodies,  who  had  no 
axe  to  grind  and  were  not  prejudiced  on 
either  side.  I  would  instance  the  evidence 
of    such  men   as  the  Chairman  of  the 
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Whitechapel  Boaid*  of  Guardians,  Canon 
Bamett,  factory  inspectors,  and  others 
whose  evidence  is  altogether  against  the 
contention  of  hon.  Members  opposite. 
They  say  that  sweating  is  declining,  but, 
as  I  say,  I  would  have  stronger  anti- 
sweating  legislation,  such  as  we  have 
frequently  proposed  in  this  House,  and 
in  regard  to  which  foreign  countries  are 
easily  taking  the  lead  of  us.  According 
to  ^e  evidence  of  Messrs.  Vaughan 
and  Herbert  Evans,  His  Majesty's  In- 
spectors of  Factories,  sweating  is  declin- 
ing. Further,  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Shirley 
Murphy^  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
London ;  of  Dr.  Hamer,  his  assistant ; 
of  Dr.  Niven,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Manchester ;  of  Mr.  Ward,  vaccination 
officer,  and  of  all  the  Poor  Law  and  school 
board  authorities,  is  overwhelmingly 
against  this  Bill.  Dr.  Shirley  Murphy, 
for  instance,  speaks  of  the  regular  lives 
led  by  these  destitute  aliens,  and  the 
total  absence  of  drinking  among  them. 
Dr.  Hamer  speaks  of  ^eir  admirable 
lives,  and  I  would  particularly  refer  to 
Question  3963.  He  shows  that  the 
mortality,  even  where  these  aliens  are 
overcrowded  by  no  fault  of  their  own, 
is  much  lower  than  among  our  own 
people.  Captain  Denniss,  who  has  for 
ten  years  been  chairman  of  a  board  of 
managers  of  the  School  Board  in  East 
London,  gave  evidence  which  was  tre- 
mendously strong  on  the  subject  of  the 
Jewish  children  in  the  schools,  and  he 
applied  to  them  the  very  epithet  which 
hon.  Members  opposite  would  be  inclined 
to  withhold.  He  speaks  of  their 
special  *' manliness,'*  and  as  he  is  an 
officer  of  the  Royal  Engineers  he  knows 
what  he  is  speaking  about.  The  divi- 
sional superintendent  of  the  Tower 
Hamlets  Division,  the  chairman  of  the 
continuation  schools  committee,  and 
the  headmasters  of  the  Board  schools 
to  which  the  children  go  all  give  them 
the  same  character.  The  headmaster  of 
the  Christian  Street  Board  School  says — 

*"Shb  Jewish  children  are  aboTe  oar  boys.** 

The  headmaster  of  the  Settle  Street 
Boaid  School  says  the  same  thing.  The 
headmaster  of  the  Betts  Street  Board 
Sehool  says  of  the  Jewish  children — 

'^Th^  diowt  better ''knowledge  of  English 
Hiataiy  than  the  EngHsli  ehUdran.  They  are 
proud  to  become  Englvh.** 


That  is  the  overwhelming  evidence  of 
every  impartial  witness  but  one,  who  was 
called  before  this  Commission.  I  appeal  to 
those  who  are  neither  Jews  nor  persons  in 
sweated  trades — ^to  those  who  represent 
public  authorities  who  came  before  this 
Commission,  school  board  peof^le.  Poor 
Law  people,  factory  inspectors,  the 
clergy  and  such  people.  As  I  say,  in  the 
present  day  hon.  Members  opposite,  when 
we  ask  them  about  this  exclusion  of 
those  who  are  victims  of  persecution, 
and  put  io  them  a  case  from  the  past, 
say,  "  Yes,  it  would  have  been  shameful 
and  wicked,  and  contrary  to  the  interests 
of  this  country,  to  exclude  the  people  you 
name,  but  we  are  now  dealing  with  a 
wholly  difEerent  state  of  things."  I  am 
not  old  enough  to  remember  1848,  but  I 
can  remember  the  people  who  came  over 
in  that  year,  and  the  effect  they  had  upon 
art  workmanship  in  this  country,  and 
upon  trades  in  Birmingham  and  London. 
At  that  time  the  feeling  was  such  that 
had  a  mea&ure  of  exclusion  been  proposed 
it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  get 
these  aliens  in.  But  in  1871, 1  remember 
very  well  that  you  would  have  kept  them 
out.  I  remember  the  state  of  feeling 
in  1871.  Take  the  case  of  the  most 
distinguished  ambassador  in  the  world. 
You  now  think  that  you  would  have 
let  him  in  when  he  came  hither  as 
a  destitute  alien  in  1871;  but  I  re- 
member the  feeling  at  the  time.  Hon. 
Members  would  have  been  more  in- 
clined to  have  boiled  these  men  in  oil. 
[Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh ! "  ]  I  see  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Sheffield  in  his  place. 
How  many  trades  in  Sheffield  and  how 
much  improvement  in  Sheffield  manufac- 
tures have  been  due  to  alien  workmen  ? 
I  know  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  will 
give  up  the  question  in  the  fashion  1 
have  described.  When  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Detective  Department  in 
this  country  the  hoo.  and  gallant 
Member  conceived  a  very  strong  opimon 
on  the  subject  of  alien  immigration 
and  he  has  maintained  it  ever  since,  and  it 
fits  in  very  well  with  the  opinion  which 
he  holds  on  another  subject.  He  made 
some  years  ago  a  great  point  in  Questions 
to  the  Foreign  Office  about  what  he  de- 
scribed as  the  monstrous  and  wicked  case 
of  the  Spanish  anarchists,  referring  to 
about  twenty-eight  people  who  came  to  this 
country  in  July,  1897,  who  were  alleged  to 
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be  anarchists  to  whom  this  country  was 
giving  shelter  and  protection.  The  hon. 
Member  would  have  had  them  handed 
over  to  the  Spanish  Government  to  be 
banged  outside  the  lines  at  Gibraltar. 
We  were  not,  however,  satisfied  with  the 
character  given  to  those  men  at  that  time, 
but  had  such  men  attempted  to  land  in 
our  country  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  they  would  have  undoubtedly  been 
excluded  and  put  on  board  ship,  landed 
at  some  foreign  port,  extradited  and 
hanged.  It  was  a  good  job  that  we  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  account  given  of 
their  characters,  because  it  was  after- 
wards admitted  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment that  these  men  had  been  improperly 
charged  as  anarchists  and  that  they  had 
been  tortured  in  defiance  of  the  law. 
Two  of  them  were  actually  paid  their 
fares  back  by  the  Spanish  Government, 
with  ape  logics  for  having  been  treated 
as  they  were.  I  am  afraid  that  in  this 
country,  though  not  in  this  House,  there 
has  been  an  agitation  kindled  and  fanned  in 
the  way  I  have  described  and  that  an 
anti-Jewish  feeling  has  been  aroused.  It  is 
impossible  to  close  ourj  eyes  to  that  fact. 
Those  who  read  the  newspapers  which 
support  this  Bill  cannot  help  seeing  what 
the  tone  is.  The  faults  which  are 
set  down  to  the  Jews  are  caused  by  per- 
secution in  the  past  —  the  historical 
growth  of  the  persecution  of  that  race. 
The  principle  of  the  right  of  asylum, 
strong  as  it  is,  in  the  case  of  Jews  ought 
to  appeal  with  double  strength  to  every 
one  holding  Christian  principles,  as  a 
proper  exchange  for  the  hateful  and 
sharceful  system  of  un-Christian  pertecu- 
tion.  And  before  you  change  these 
principles,  of  which  the  country  is  proud, 
in  this  matter  an  overwhelming  case 
ought  to  be  made  out.  I  have  examined 
the  figures,  numbers,  and  proportion 
alleged  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member, 
and  I  ask  the  House  to  say  whether  any 
overwhelming  necessity  has  been  estab- 
lished for  this  Bill. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
EUand) :  I  beg  to  second  the  Motion 
which  has  been  moved  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  I  am  aware  that  my 
task  is  not  an  easy  one  in  view  of  the 
anti-Jewish  feeling  which  exists  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  but  I  hope  that 
this  House  may  be  made  to  feel  that  a 
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good  deal  of  outside  pablic  opinion  has 
placed  far  too  high  an  estimate  upon  the 
social  and  economic  effects  of  alien 
immigration  at  the  present  time.  This 
Bill  appears  to  have  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  panic  legislation.  In 
many  directions  the  evils  complained 
of  have  been  exaggerated.  This 
measure  has  adopted  in  some  caaes 
remedies  which  I  think  I  shall  be  a^le 
to  show  will  be  totally  ineffective,  and 
above  all  it  ignores  much  greater  evils 
wbich  may  result  from  the  Bill.  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  dealt  so  fully  with  the 
question  of  the  number  of  aliais  at 
present  coming  into  this  country  that  I 
shall  not  say  anything  on  that  point 
except  that  I  think  it  is  very  unfortunate 
indeed  that  the  Home  Secretary,  speaking 
with  more  authority  than  anyone  else, 
when  the  measure  was  first  introduced 
should  have  used  figures  which  it  is  so 
utterly  impossible  to  substantiate  as 
those  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
put  forward  during  the  First  Reading.  He 
said  that  we  had  to  reckon  81,000  aliens 
as  having  come  to  this  count ly  to  stay  in 
1901,  and  82,000  in  1902  ;  and  in  another 
part  of  his  speech  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man told  the  Bouse  that  the  total  increase 
of  immigration  of  aliens  from  1891  to 
1901  was  68,000  less  than  what  he 
alleged  to  be  the  total  in  either  of  the 
two  years  he  had  alluded  to.  It  may  be 
pardonable  in  a  working  man,  after 
seeing  a  few  streets  filling  up  with  aliens 
and  whose  purview  is  limited  to  the 
East  End  boroughs,  to  believe  that  the 
state  of  things  he  sees  is  happening  all 
over  the  country,  but  it  is  unpardoniable 
in  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
statistics  which  any  of  the  Government 
Departments  can  supply.  The  Report, 
upon  which  the  whole  of  this  Bill  is 
supposed  to  be  based,  gives  the  only 
figures  that  you  can  really  take, 
and  they  are  census  figures.  In  judging 
of  the  number  of  aliens  who  come  mto 
this  country  according  to  those  figures,  in 
the  last  few  years  there  were  only 
something  like  7,500  aliens  added  to  the 
population  in  the  course  of  each  year. 
Then  there  is  another  popular  superstition 
I  about  the  aliens,  and  that  is  that  they 
I  are  liable  to  introduce  a  large  number 
I  of  diseases  into  this  country.  If  we 
I  read  the  papers  whtoh  influenoe  pablic 
I  opinion  outside  we  read  such  phrases  as 
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**  The  small-pox  epidemic  was  attributed 
to  the  soum  washed  on  to  our  shores  from 
dirty  water  coming  from  foreign  drain 
pipes."  Just  to  explode  that  illusion 
I  will  read  the  conclusions  of  the  Report 
upon  which  this  legislation  is  said  to  be 
based.  The  Report  calls  attention  to  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Williams,  who  is  the 
medical  officer  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London.    He  says — 

"  As  to  the  health  of  the  alien  immigrant 
I  should  say  it  was  fairly  good.  The  number 
of  cases  of  infection  intrc^uced  that  I  have 
detected  amongst  these  people  has  not  heen 
numeroup,  speaking  as  a  whole.  I  cannot  say 
that  much  infectious  disease  has  come  into  the 
coaiitry  among  these  people." 

This  view  is  borne  out  by  the  report  of 
the  Poor  Jews'  Shelter,  through  which  a 
very  large  number  of  foreign  aliens  pass. 
The  officials  at  that  shelter  say  that 
**  During  six  years  only  one  case  of  sick- 
ness has  occurred  amongst  the  thousands 
who  have  passed  through  the  shelter." 
It  is  practically  certain  that  disease  is 
not  a  serious  question  of  which  the 
country  need  be  afraid. 

There  is  rather  more  of  a  case  to  be 
made  out  for  a  slight  rise  in  the 
criminal  statistics  of  this  country  owing 
to  the  number  of  aliens  who  come  in. 
There  is  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
actual  population  of  aliens  who  are 
convicted  in  the  course  of  the  year 
than  the  proportion  of  the  general 
public.  But  it  \a  pointed  out  in 
the  Report  that  whereas  the  American 
alien  is  only  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
of  the  aliens,  the  American  aliens  con- 
victed of  criminal  offences  amount  to 
23  per  cent.,  that  is,  most  crime  among 
aliens  is  to  be  found,  not  among  that 
part  of  the  alien  population  which  it  is 
particularly  desired  to  exclude.  But 
with  regard  to  this  question  of  excluding 
criminals  there  really  ought  liot  to  be 
any  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
two  sides  of  the  House.  I  think  it  may 
be  said  that  there  is  hardly  any  one  on 
this  side  any  more  than  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  who  would  not  be 
delighted  to  exclude  the  persons  in 
some  of  the  categories  in  the  schedule 
of  this  Bill.  It  is  true  that  persons  like 
criminals  or  prostitutes  may  be  kept 
out  by  legislation,  but  I  have  shown  that 
there  are  very  few  diseased  persons  to  be 
kept  out ;  if,  however,  these  latter  can  be 
kept  out  so  much  the  better.   The  experi- 
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ence  of  America,  whatever  else  it  proves, 
proves  that  this  legislation  is  perfectly 
useless  to  keep  out  criminals  and  prosti- 
tutes. Statistics  of  the  last  three  year^j 
in  America  show  that  in  these  two  cate- 
gories only  twenty  in  the  one  class  and 
seven  in  the  other  were  excluded.  The 
present  Commissioner  of  Police,  Mr. 
Henry,  who  gave  evidence,  with  which 
Sir  Edward  Bradford  concurred,  said 
that  he  regarded  it  as  impracticable  to 
keep  out  criminals.  Neither  of  these 
gentlemen  could  think  of  any  way  in 
which  it  could  be  done.  I  think  most  of 
us  would  agree  with  one  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill  with  regard  to  criminals,  and 
that  is,  that  an  addition  to  the  sentence 
should  be  made  if  the  alien  is  actuaUy 
convicted  in  England.  I  cannot  see  any 
objection  to  that,  and  I  think  that  would 
probably  have  the  support  of  the  House. 

These  questions  to  which  I  have  alluded 
seem  to  me  to  be  rather  questions  of 
minor  importance.  There  are  two  great 
charges  in  the  popular  mind  against 
aliens,  which  are,  first  of  all,  that  they 
cause  overcrowding,  and,  secondly,  that 
they  come  in  with  low-class  and  low- 
priced  labour  in  order  to  compete  disas* 
trously  with  English  workmen.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  overcrowding, 
my  right  hon.  friend  hardly  spoke. 
What  is  the  total  of  overcrowding  in  this 
country  ?  I  am  not  going  into  statistics, 
because  the  House  for  the  last  four  years 
has  been  having  theoretical  debates  on 
the  question  of  overcrowding,  and  they 
have  been  given  over  and  over  again. 
In  every  one  of  our  great  industrial  centres 
overcrowding  is  a  terrible  evil,  but  it  is 
almost  universal,  and  exists  in  EngUsh 
towns  just  as  much  as  in  those  iu 
which  there  is  an  alien  population. 
There  were  figures  given,  I  think,  before 
the  Commission  in  regard  to  London 
itself  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  London  County  Council. 
These  showed  that  the  worst  overcrowd- 
ing was  not  in  the  Jewish  districts  but 
in  some  parts  of  Lambeth,  St.  Pancras, 
and  Kensington.  But  at  any  rate  over- 
crowding is  certainly  as  great  in  many 
parts  of  liondon  and  other  towns  where 
there  is  no  alien  question  at  all.  What 
real  difEerence  in  this  great  question  can 
the  addition  of  7,000  loreigners  a  year 
make?  Take  London.  According  to 
the  Commission  Report  the  increase  per 
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year  in  Tjondon  of  the  alien  population 
is  3,800.  The  increase  of  the  population 
of  London  per  year  is  90,000  or  more. 
It  is  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket.  It  is 
inappreciable  in  dealing  with  the  gigantic 
problem  of  overcrowding.  Overcrowding 
cannot  be  dealt  with  by  peddling  ex- 
clusions such  as  are  proposed  in  this  Bill. 
It  is  an  organic  evil  and  the  organic  evil 
is  the  want  of  cheap  and  quickly  built 
houses,  and  the  want  of  building  land. 
Nothing  can  be  more  futile  than  to  try 
to  shift  on  to  the  shoulders  of  these 
miserable  foreigners  the  evils  which 
really  come  to  us  owing  to  our  system 
of  taxation  of  houses  and  the  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  the  questioti  of  land  in 
this  country. 

Then  I  come  to  the  charge  that 
low-priced  alien  labour  displaces  the 
native  worker,  and  here  again  it  seems 
to  me  that  alien  low-class  labour  is  a 
symptom  and  not  a  cause.  Here  again 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  exaggera- 
tion. The  Home  Secretary  in  introduc- 
ing the  Bill  told  the  House  casually, 
though  he  did  not  dilate  upon  it,  that  a 
large  amount  of  labour  is  displaced.  My 
right  hon.  friend  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment quoted  some  clauses  of  the  Report, 
but  he  rather  minimised,  I  think,  the 
effect  of  one  of  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
mission in  paragraph  131.  They  said  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  displacement — 

**  On  the  whole  we  arriye  at  the  conolusion 
that  it  has  not  been  proved  that  there  is  any 
serious  direct  displacement  of  skilled  English 
labour/' 

they  go  on  to  say — 

*' Leaving  the  skilled  market  out  of  the 
-question,  we  think  it  proved  that  the  industrial 
conditions  under  which  a  large  number  of  aliens 
work  in  London  fell  below  the  standard  which 
ought  to  be  maintained." 

They  did  hot  say  any  more  than  the 
Lords  Committee  in  1890  said.    They  did 
not  say  that  there  was  any  serious  dis- 
placement of  labour.   The  Lords  Commit 
tee  in  1890  said  practically  the  same  thing. 
Nowhere,  I  repeat,  is  it  alleged  that  the 
Englishman  is  driven  out  of  the  market. 
On  the  other  hapd,  the  Reports  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  inspectors  declare  that 
trades  have  actually  been  created.    Ex- 
port trades  in  mantles,  boots,  and  shoes, 
have  eithar  been  created  or,  at  any  rate,  j 
largely  stimulated  by  the  appearance  of  < 
those  foreigners  in  our  midst.    The  point 

Mr,  Trevelyan. 


of  the  accusation  against  them  is  that 
they  work  under  sweated  conditions. 
Aliens  coming  into  this  country  fiod  a 
system  of  unregulated  industry  in  exist- 
ence. They  find  that  they  can  work 
under  filthy  surroundings,  that  they  can 
work  for  wretchedly  low  wages  and  is 
many  cases  no  wages  at  all,  and  that 
they  can  work  as  long  as  they  or  their 
immediate  masters  please.  That  is  an 
evil  which  exists,  and  many  Englishmen 
do  the  same.  Some  thrive  by  it  and 
rise  out  of  the  condition;  others  stick 
there  ;  others  sweat  it  out  and  die  there. 
I  do  not  see  the  point  of  making  these 
unfortunate  aliens  the  scapegoat  for 
our  own  neglect  in  this  matter.  We 
ought  to  be  thankful  to  them  for  torniDg 
the  search-light  of  public  reprobation  on 
a  system  under  which  our  own  people 
suffer  in  common  with  them.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  discuss  what  legislation 
can  be  applied  to  the  sweating  industries 
of  this  country.  Some  of  us  believe  in 
more  stringent  legislation  than  others, 
but  at  any  rate  I  think  we  might  all 
go  far  in  the  direction  of  bringing  the 
sweated  industries  more  directly  under 
the  active  and  effective  control  of  factory 
inspectors.  That  is  the  least  we  can  do. 
But  it  is  really  time  that  we  did  begin 
to  consider  what  our  colonists  have  b^n 
able  to  do  in  dealing  with  sweated  indus- 
tries before  we  go  to  new  legislation  sach 
as  this,  with  the  faint-hearted  idea  that 
by  excluding  a  few  aliens  we  shall  be 
able  to  make  a  difference  in  dealing  with 
this  problem.  In  the  Colonies  they  dealt 
with  sweating  and  completely  wiped  it 
out  in  many  of  the  great  cities  of  New 
Zealand  and  Australia. 

SiK  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central):  They  do  not  allow  ahens  to 
come  in. 

Mn.  TREVELYAN :  Well,  they  do  not 
try  to  go  there  in  large  numbers.  I 
beUeve  that  a  great  part  of  this  agitation 
is  directed  against  one  particular  set 
of  aliens,  namely,  the  Jews,  and  I  believe 
that  this  agitation  is  directed  by  those  who 
are  really  forcing  public  opinion  against 
those  who  cannot  be  called  destitute  as 
well  as  against  those  who  are  mean  and 
poverty-stricken.  All  the  evidence 
brought  forward  goes  to  prove  that  the 
great  mass  of  these  aliens  do  in  the  long 
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Tun  become   good  enough  citizens,  that 
they  are  fairly   sober   and  industrious, 
that  tiiey  have  their  vices,  that  they 
are    gamblers,   perhaps  more   than  the 
average    Englishman.      Certainly   they 
drink  less  t^n  Englishmen.    The  evi- 
■dence    goes  to   prove    that    they  love 
-education,   and  that  their  children  are 
active  and  clever  in  the  schools.    In  that 
admirable  report  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stepney  on  the  countries  from  which  these 
^infortanate  people  come,  he  has  pointed 
oat  that  in  Russia  one  of  the  reasons 
iThich  cause  the  emigration  of  the  Jewish 
population  is  that  they  cannot  get  good 
education  under  the  Russian  system  for 
their  children.    No  doubt  they  are  people 
who  are  very  often  dirty,  but  it  is  rather 
<li£&CQlt  to   establish  the  proportion  of 
national  filth  amongst  the  poor  of  difEer- 
ent  nations.  The  authorities  differ.  Canon 
Bamett  bajs  that  the   only    difference 
really  to  be  found  among  the  very  poor 
and  impoverished  aliens  and  the  English 
is  that  the  English  native  sweeps  the  dirt 
under  the  bed  and  that  the  alien  throws 
it  out  of  the  window.     I  remember  read- 
ing in  Robert  Louis  Stevenson's  account 
of  Edinburgh  that  in  the  old  days  the 
wayfarer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canon- 
gate   would    be    constantly  warned  to 
avoid  the  slops  and  dirt  thrown  out  upon 
the  streets  from  the  upper  windows.    I 
think  we  may  hope  that  as  the  condi- 
tions of  life  of  those  people  improve  they 
will  be  just  as  susceptible  to  improve- 
ment as  ever  the  Scotch  were  or  as  ever 
the  EngUsh  were.    The  most  that  this 
Bill  can  efEect  is  the  exclusion  of  a  few 
hundred  people.  Those  people  are  largely, 
as  is  almost  universally  admitted,  refugees 
from  persecution,  either  direct  or  indirect. 
In  Russia  it  is  to  a  great  extent  very 
<iirect  indeed.  There  have  been  massacres 
virithin  the  last  few  months.    There  are 
laws  which  have  driven  the  population 
irom  the  country  districts  into  the  towns, 
.so  that  their  miserable  condition  there  is 
due  very  largely  directly  to  the  legisla- 
tion of  tiie  Government  under  which  they 
live.     In  Roumania  for  years  they  have 
been  living  in  a  condition  of  constant 
and  deliberate  persecution.      The  hon. 
Member  for  Stepney  speaks  of  the  malig- 
nant policy  against  the  Jews.     I  think 
^e  ought  to  have  a  far  deeper  necessity 
if  we  are  going  just  at  this  time  to  enter 
mto  legislation  which  may  exclude  the 


Hebrew  from  asylum  here.    I  have  no 
particular  belief  in  Providential  return 
for  national  calamity  or  personal  well- 
doing, but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  at 
this  very  time  while  Eastern  Europe  is 
in  some  cases  hounding  to  death  and  in 
many  cases  to  exile  these  people,  that  we 
should  keep  open  the  shelter  which  only 
a  small  portion^of  them  are  glad  to  take. 
We    shall    not    as    a    nation     be    the 
losers  by  it.  We  cannot  doubt  that  those 
who  in  future  have  the  teaching  of  the 
Jewish  population  will  inculcate  patriot- 
ism to  this  country,  where  for  a  half  a 
century  they  have  found  complete  civic 
freedom  as  they  have  not  been  able  to  do 
in   most  parts  of   the  world.    At  this 
juncture  I  most  of  all  dread  what  may 
happen  if  we  enter  upon  this  policy  of 
exclusion.    Among  many  people  already 
— not  many  in  this  House,  but  many 
t>eople  outside  of  it — there  is  a  frankly 
anti-Semitic  movement,  and  I  deplore  it. 
I  believe  this  is  an  evil  step  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  Governments  of  Russia 
and  Roumania  have  been  going.    It  may 
be  that  it  is  not  intended,  but  the  action 
of  many  Members  of  this    House  has 
been   calculated   to  excite    the    feeling 
which  we  know  to  exist  in  part  of  our 
population,   and   with  the  case  of   the 
persecution     of    Dreyfus  reverberating 
through  the  West  of  Europe  there  is  no 
use  saying  that  there  is  no  danger  of  this 
kind  in  our  own  country.     I  think  it  is  a 
fortunate    thing    that    we    have    been 
peculiarly  free    from  any    anti-Semitic 
movement  in  England,  and  we  have  not 
lost  by  it.  We  have  had  statesmen,  manu- 
facturers, merchants,  and  the  like  who 
themselves,  or  their  predecessors,  came  to 
this  country  as  aliens  exactly  as  do  those 
people  you  now    wish  to   exclude.    It 
seems  to  me  a  useless  and  short-sighted, 
and  at  this  moment    very  largely    an 
inhuman  policy,  to  keep  out  those  who 
may  after  all    be  like  those  of  whom    I 
have  just  spoken. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  woid 
*  That '  io  order  to  add  the  words  •  thi§  House, 
holding  that  the  evils  of  low-priced  alien 
labour  can  best  be  met  by  legislation  to 
prevent  sweating,  desires  to  assure  itself  be 
fore  assenting  to  the  Aliens  Bill  that  sufficient 
regard  is  had  in  the  proposed  measure  to  the 
retention  of  the  principle  of  asylum  for  the 
victims  of  persecution.'  **— (5^»r  Carles  DUkc.) 
2  P  2 
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Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

*Major  EVANS  GORDON  :  The  Amend- 
ment which  has  been  moved  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  has 
undergone  considerable  changes  since  it 
was  first  put  down  on  the  Paper.  The 
originalintention,  apparently ,w as  to  move 
a  direct  negative  to  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill;  but  wiser  counsels  have  per- 
haps prevailed.  In  the  course  of  these 
more  neutral  proposals  laid  before  us, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  refer  to  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  The  Times  this  morning  above  my 
signature.  I  do  not  think  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  should  say — as  he  did  say — 
that  I  would  not  give  twopence  for  this  Bill 
if  it  did  not  include  the  destitute  amongsf 
those  with  whom  the  measure  now  before 
the  House  is  calculated  to  deal.  I  said, 
and  I  adhere  to  the  statement,  that  I 
think  a  very  important  part  of  this  ques- 
tion is  its  economic  side,  and  that  the 
destitute  who  come  here  do  play  an 
important  part  in  rendering  legislation 
necessary,  for  reasons  which  I  will 
endeavour  to  describe.  The  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  raises  two  questions :  the 
prevention  of  sweating  and  the  retention 
of  the  principle  of  asylum  for  the  victims 
of  persecution  in  foreign  coimtries.  I 
have  never  minimised  the  bad  treatment 
of  the  Jews  in  Russia  and  Roumania, 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  see  our  doors 
closed  to  the  genuine  victims  of  persecu- 
tion in  those  countries,  provided  the 
movement  is  carried  on  under  proper  and 
reasonable  regtdations,  without  inflicting 
detriment  and  hardship  on  our  own 
people.  I  desire  as  ardently  as  anyone 
in  this  House  to  see  an  amelioration  in 
the  condition  of  the  Jews  in  Eastern 
Europe,  but  I  cannot  countenance  the 
transfer  of  their  burdens  to  the  shoulders 
of  the  poorest  and  most  helpless  of  our 
own  population. 

I  think,  however,  that  the  House 
should  have  some  clear  idea  of  what 
is  meant  when  the  word  "persecu- 
tion "  is  used  and  that  we  should  realise 
how  far  the  principle  of  free  asylum  is 
likely  to  lead  us.  From  an  English 
standpoint  everyone  outside  the  official 
class  in  Russia  is  in  a  sense  **  persecuted." 


'  The  Uw  is  harsh,  stem,  and  uncertain  in 
its  operation;  the  lives  and  liberties  of 
the  people  are  almost  absolutely  in  the 

I  hands  of  those  who  administer  it.     In 

■  any  case  it  is  not  the  Jews  alone  who 
{  are  badly  treated.    The  Roman  Catholics 

throughout  the  Empire  have  almost  if  not 
quite  as  much  to  complain  of,  and  the 
operations  of  the  Russian  Government  in 
Finland,  and  among  the  Stundists  and 
other  sects  will  be  fresh  in  hon.  M^nbers' 
minds.    With  regard  to  the  Jews  a  good 

I  deal  of  misapprehension  exists.  The 
right  hon.   Gentleman's  generalisations 

,  would  lead  anyone  unacquainted  with 

•  the  facts  to  suppose  that  the  whole  of 
the  five  or  six  million  Jews  in  Rossia 
were  the  victims  of  persecution.     This  is 

•  by  no  means  the  case.    A  large  number 
!  of     them    are     prosperous     merchants, 

'  bankers,  and  tradesmen ;  a  still  larger 
number  make  a  good  living  as  shop- 
keepers and  artisans.  With  some  excep- 
tions  they  are  compelled  to  live  withm 
the  fifteen  western  provinces  commonly 
known  as  the  "  Jewish  Pale "  and  in  the 
ten  Governments  of  Poland.  But  this  is 
a  country  1,000  miles  long  by  1,000  miles 
broad,  containing  more  than  356,000 
square  miles  of  land,  and  a  population 

■  of  43,000,000  souls,  of  whom  ^ome 
5,000,000  are  Jews.    In  itself  this  would 

I  be  no  great  hardship.     There  is  room  and 

employment    to    spare    for    the   whole 

!  Hebrew  population  if  they  were  free  to 

I  inhabit  any  part  of  this  vast  territory. 

But  thb  is  not  so.    By  the  May  laws  of 

I  1882,  all  Jews  who  could  not  prove  their 

I  right  to  live  in  the  country  and  whoee 

I  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  village 

1  registers  were  compelled  to  move  into  the 

towns.  These  towns,  with  few  exceptioi», 

I  are  in  no  sense  industrial  centres  where 

employment  can    be    found    for    large 

numbers  of  people.      This  produced  an 

artificial  congestion  and  is  probably  the 

cause  of  the  westward  flow  of  emigration 

from  Russia  which  has  since  been  going 

on.    The  stream  is  by  no  means  all  pure 

water;  sometimes  it  contains  deleterious 

and  objectionable  matter.     The  question 

before  us  is  whether  it  should  be  filtered 

or  not.    With  regard  to  the  May  laws, 

it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  even  where 

I  no  restrictions  as  to  residence  exist,  as 

in   Poland    and    Austria,    for   instance. 

there  is  an  inherent  tendency  among  ihe 

Jews  to  herd  together  in  the  towns.    As 
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Sir  Samuel  Montagu  told  the  Boyal 
Commission,  when  the  walls  of  the 
Ghetto  in  Rome  were  thrown  down,  the 
people  refused  to  avail  themselves  of 
their  freedom.  The  same  thing  is  mani- 
fest in  New  York,  in  London,  and  in 
other  industrial  centres  to-day.  It  is 
this  characteristic  which  differentiates 
this  class  of  immigration  from  any  other 
form  of  migration  in  the  world,  and 
which  presents  the  most  difficult  feature 
in  the  problem  before  us.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  quoted  certain  figures 
which  are  quite  illusory. 

♦Sib  CHARLES  DILKE :  Why  did  the 
Royal  Commission  give  them  if  they 
were  useless  ! 

♦Majob  EVANS  GORDON:  What  I 
object  to  is  the  inference  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  draws  from  them.  You 
must  take  into  consideration  that  in 
France  not  50  per  cent,  of  the  aliens  are 
wage*eamers;  and  there  is  nothing  to 
compare  in  France  or  in  any  other 
country  outside  America,  to  the  concen- 
tration of  the  immigration  of  aliens 
in  certain  areas  of  the  East  End  of 
London.  Although  the  May  laws  of 
1882  press  hardly  on  masses  of  the 
Russian  Jews,  they  are  not  regarded  as 
an  unmixed  evil  by  those  unaffected  by 
them.  In  the  villages  of  the  "Pale," 
nearly  all  the  craftsmen  are  Jews,  and 
the  tailors,  the  shoemakers,  the  black- 
smiths, who  have  been  left  in  possession 
would  not  welcome  an  influx  of  their 
co-reUgionists  which  would  expose  them 
to  serious  competition.  I  do  not  desire 
to  weary  the  House  with  a  lecture  on 
Russian  methods  of  government.  I  have 
embodied  the  results  of  my  personal  in- 
vestigations in  a  Report  which  is  in- 
cluded in  the  evidence  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  Apart  from  deplorable 
outbreaks  of  violence,  such  as  have 
recently  occurred  at  KischinefE,  which  the 
authorities  took  no  immediate  or  ade- 
quate steps  to  prevent,  what  we  some- 
what loosely  call  persecution  here  is  a 
whole  system  of  government  in  Russia, 
under  which  the  entire  population,  and 
especially  the  Jews  and  other  non- 
orthodox  sects,  suffer.  I  think  it  is  a 
very  large  order,  a  very  serious  step 
to  say  that  anyone  who  chooses  to 
say  that  he  is  persecuted  in  his  own 


country,  should,  irrespective  of  all 
other  conditions,  be  allowed  to  come 
into  this  country,  free  from  all  other 
inquiry.  We  must  remember  that 
Russian  methods  are  not  our  methods 
and  that,  however  much  we  may  repro- 
bate them,  our  first  duty  is  to  our  own 
people.  We  have  to  safeguard  them 
against  becoming  the  indirect  victims  of 
the  misgovemment  of  foreign  countries. 

In  dealing  with  this  question  of  the 
treatment  of  the  Jews  it  is  impossible  to 
ignore  the  action  of  the  Jewish  authori- 
ties themselves.    For  years  past  they 
;  have  found    it  necessary  to  repatriate 
i  large  numbers  of  people,  who,  to  quote 
I  the  words  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Jewish 
I  Board    of   Ouardians,   ought    never  to 
'  to  have    come    here.      It  is    hard  to 
'  believe,    if     the    conditions     were    as 
I  bad  in  Russia  and  as  good  in  England  as 
is  sometimes  alleged,  that  such  a  course 
would  be  adopted.    Why  do  these  people 
I  come  ?     They  come  because  the  elabo- 
I  rate  machinery  at  Hamburg  and  else- 
I  where,  which  has  been  set  up  to   meet 
the  requirements  of  the  American  laws,  is 
not  put  into  operation   in  our  favour. 
In  1899,  609  cases  were  repatriated.    In 
1900,  an  exceptional  year,  1825   cases, 
and  in  1903,  369  cases  were  sent  back 
to  their  homes  out  of  a  total  of  466  new 
arrivals  who  applied  to  the  Jewish  Baapd 
of  Guardians  for  assistance.      That  is 
78  per  cent.    The  total  number  of  re- 
patriated cases  in  1903  was  1154.     These 
repatriated    persons  are   not    all    new 
arrivals,  many  of  them  have  been  here 
for  some  years.    What  have  they  been 
doing  during  that  time?      They  have 
been  swelling  the  ranks  of   the  unem- 
ployed, the  sweated,  and  the  overcrowded. 
They  have  been  drawing  upon  charitable 
resources,   and  helping   to    drag    down 
those  who  but  for  their  presence  might 
have  prospered.    I  should  explain  that 
each   "case"   is  estimated  to   average 
three  souls,  so  that  the  number  of  people 
annually  sent  back  to  their  country  for 
one  cause  and  another  is  considerable. 
The  waste  of  money,  the  sorrow  and 
disappointment  caused  by  this  useless 
travelling   is    deplorable   to   think    of. 
The  Bill  before  the  House  will  put  some 
check  upon  it,  because  by  setting  up  a 
standard     of     health,     character,    and 
efficiency  fo:  those  we  accept,  we   shall 
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deter  those  who  do  not  reach  that  stan- 
dard from  coming,  and  shipping  com- 
panies from  bringing  them. 

It  is  sometimes  asserted,  I  think  I  have 
heard  something  of  the  kind  during  this 
debate,  that  the  undesirable  among  the 
immigrants  are  so  few  as  to  make  no  differ- 
ence, that  the  industrial  field  in  England 
is  unlimited  and  that  there  is  room  for 
all  who  have  come  or  who  may  come  in  i 
future.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have 
evidence  of  the  constant  endeavours , 
made  by  the  Jewish  authorities,  not  only 
to  send  these  people  back  to  their  homes, 
but  to  emigrate  them  to  America  and 
South  Africa,  and  by  means  of  notices  ^ 
distributed  abroad  to  prevent  them 
leaving  their  native  coimtry.  How  in 
face  of  these  facts  can  it  be  asserted 
that  the  influx  from  Eastern  Europe  is 
whoUy  desirable  or  industrially  advan- 
tageous? Now,  Sir,  presumably  the 
right  of  asylum  for  Hebrew  immigrants 
is  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  Jewish  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  I  would  ask  the  House 
what  reasonable  objection  can  there  be 
to  the  proposed  action  of  the  State  in 
doing  in  its  own  interests  what  the 
leaders  of  the  Jewish  community 
do  to  protect  their  co-religionists 
who  have  settled  in  this  country. 
I  may  be  met  with  the  question,  "  Why, 
when  so  much  is  done  by  the  Jewish 
authorities  to  relieve  the  pressure,  is 
legislation  necessary  !  "  Sir,  the  answer 
is  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  and 
Russo-Jewish  Committee  only  deal  with 
such  cases  as  apply  to  them  and  who 
consent  to  return  when  urged  and 
advised  to  do  so.  Within  my  knowledge 
the  least  desirable  among  this  class  of 
immigrants  absolutely  refuse  to  return, 
even  at  the  expense  of  other  people.  And 
here  let  me  point  out  that  the  difficulty 
in  securing  the  re-admission  of  these 
people  into  Russia,  which  is  supposed  to 
exist,  is  imaginary.  The  Russian  Consul, 
when  giving  evidence  recently  in  the  Lord 
Mayor's  Court,  said  that  he  had  in  a  few 
months  distributed  800  passports  at  the 
instance  of  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guardians 
for  repatriation  purposes.  Moreover, 
these  charitable  bodies  deal  with  people 
of  their  own  faith  only,  and  the  most  un- 
desirable elements  of  all  in  our  foreign 
population  are  not  Jews.  There  are 
quarters  in  London  infested  and  infected 
by  the  riff-raff  and  scum  of  all  nations. 

Major  Evans  Gordon, 


I  need  not  name  their  professions.  A 
deputation  which  waited  on  the  Home 
Secretary  not  along  ago  had  something 
to  say  on  this  subject,  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  this  Bill  may  be  effective  in 
ridding  our  streets  of  those  elements 
which  now  render  them  a  disgrace  and 
reproach. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  those 
who  think  with  him,  seem  to  be  of 
opinion  that  this  country  should  be  an 
asylum  for  all  who  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  laws  of  their  own  land — that  the  word 
'*  persecution  "  should  be  the  Open  Sesame 
irrespective  of  all  other  considerations 
— that  it  is  a  cloak  which  covers  a  multi- 
tude of  sins — and  that  the  comfort  and 
the  moral  and  economic  welfare  of  our 
own  people  are  quite  subordinate  matters. 
Where  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
draw  the  line  1  Does  he  draw  it  any- 
where ?  Does  he  deny  to  us  the  well- 
known  principle  of  international  law  tliat 
a  nation  has  a  right  to  exclude  foreigners  t 
Why  should  we  not  exclude  foreigners 
who  are  diseased  or  of  bad  character,  or 
hopelessly  destitute !  Or  does  he  caxry 
the  doctrine  of  'ree  asylum  for  the  victims 
of  persecution  abroad  to  the  absurd  lengtJh 
of  including  foreigners  who  are  mani- 
festly objectionable  1  And  is  it  fair  or 
wise  to  permit  the  continuance  of  a 
movement  which  bears  so  hardly  upon 
'  our  own  poor  in  many  districts  because 
there  may  at  some  uncertain  date  arise 
another  disturbance  like  the  Com- 
mune in  France,  when  even  tiien 
i  the  permissive  character  of  the  Bill 
would  safeguard  political  refugees. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  safe  in  the  sylvan  seclusion  of 
the  Forest  of  Dean,  to  philosophise  on 
'  the  traditions  of  England  and  extol  the 
beauties  of  free  and  unrestricted  asylum 
to  all  and  sundry.  What  part  of  the 
burden  which  this  asylum  imposes  has  he 
borne  ?  Has  he  seen  his  friends  and 
constituents  driven  from  their  homes  and 
deprived  of  their  work  ?  Will  he 
undertake  to  house  10,000,  20,000,  or 
30,000  foreigners  in  the  homes  of  hi^ 
constituents  and  seek  to  pacify  them 
with  speeches  about  the  open  door? 
Sir,  the  open  door  is  a  very  fine  thing  so 
I  long  as  it  is  someone  else's.  Why  are 
the  S3rmpathies  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  reserved  for  the  aliens  ?  Are 
,  they  aware  of  the  conditions  among  our 
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own  people  in  the  East  End  of  London 
and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  country 
due  to  this  unrestricted  influx  ?  They 
demanded  a  referendum  on  the  question 
of  imported  cheap  labour  in  South 
Africa,  where  it  is  urgently  required, 
where  the  employment  of  our  own 
people  is  strictly  safeguarded,  and  where 
not  a  single  white  man  will  be  displaced 
either  from  his  work  or  from  his  home. 
Will  they  take  the  verdict  of  &  referendum 
upon  the  questioa  of  the  foreign  invasion 
of  the  East  End?  If  not,  why  noti 
Why  are  they  so  anxious  to  exclude 
cheap  alien  labour  from  a  land  where  it 
competes  with  no  white  man's  work 
when  they  see  no  harm  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  alien  labour  into  the  Lanarkshire 
mines  or  the  Beckton  Gas  works  where 
it  competes  with  native  workmen  in  the 
most  direct  and  effective  manner  ?  Sir, 
there  is  ample  .evidence  in  the  Report  of 
the  Rojral  Commission  as  to  the  evils 
arising  from  the  unrestricted  inflow. 
They  are  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
East  End  of  London.  Complaints  are 
made  in  many  parts  of  the  country  and 
are  increasing  in  number  and  in  force. 
But  it  is  upon  the  East  Ead  that  the 
burden  presses  most  heavily.  There 
signs  are  not  wanting  that  the  oppressed 
of  foreign  countries  are  becoming  the 
oppressors  here. 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  in  his  speech 
on  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  told 
the  House  that  the  whole  agitation 
was  directed  against  20,003  tailors,  3,500 
cabinetmakers,  and  3,000  shoemakers. 
If  this  were  so  we  may  be  certain  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commission 
would  never  have  been  made.  But 
it  is  not  so.  I  should  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  of  this  House  to  the  fact  that  recently 
the  Alien  Immigration  Committee 
of  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guardians 
estimated  the  number  of  foreign 
workers  in  this  country  at  200,000.  The 
question  of  numbers  is  a  difficult  one  to 
decide.  The  Board  of  Trade  figures 
make  no  pretence  to  accuracy  and  have 
given  rise  to  some  exaggeration.  But 
neither  the  advocates  for  restriction 
nor  its  opponents  can  draw  any  valid 
conclusion  from  them.  The  census  comes 
nearer  the  truth,  but  even  the  census 
does  not  give  an  exact  picture  of  the 
facts.     It  shows  that  in  1901  there  were 


'  54,000  foreigners  in  the  Borou^  of 
Stepney  alone ;  but  this  figure,  large  as 
it  is,  does  not  include  the  children  of 
foreign  parents  born  in  this  country. 
;  They  are  technically  English.  Sir,  I  do 
not  desire  to  enter  into  any  argument  on 
( this  point  beyond  saying  that  had  I  baen 
born  in  Grermany,  I  should  not  have 
j  become  a  German.  When,  however,  we 
I  are  considering  the  effects  of  immigration, 
:  w^  must  take  into  account  the  total 
!  increase  in  population  to  which  immigra- 
tion has  given  rise.  If  a  couple  go  into 
a  house  to-day  and  in  five  yeirs  time 
have  four  children,  a  census  of  the  housd 
should  show  six  persons  and  not  two. 
A  sample  census  was  taken  by  the 
Registrar-Genera],  which  showed  that  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent,  would  have  to 
be  allowed  if  these  children  were  included. 
Therefore  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  real 
number  of  people  of  foreign  extraction 
in  Stepney  in  1901  was  nearer  80,000 
than  50,000.  Sir,  what  does  this  mean  ? 
It  is  impossible  that  a  movement 
of  this  magnitude  should  have  stone 
forward  without  an  immense  displace- 
ment of  the  native  population.  Mr. 
Harper,  Statistical  Officer  of  the  London 
County  Council,  estimates  that  more 
than  52,000  native  persons  left  Stepney 
in  the  ten  years  1891  to  1901.  Con- 
currently, according  to  the  Chief  Superin- 
tendent of  the  H  Divbion,  107  streets 
in  Stepney  alone  have  in  six  years  passed 
wholly  into  foreign  occupation.  And  it 
is  quite  an  error  to  suppose — as  is  con- 
stantly asserted — that  the  native  inhabi  - 
tants  have  been  elbowed  out  by  the  pres- 
sure of  commercial  and  industrial  buildings. 
A  prominent  Jewbh  member  of  the 
Stepney  Borough  Council  pointed  out  to 
the  Royal  Commission  that,  owing  to  the 
erection  of  large  blocks  of  dwellings,  the 
loss  of  house  accommodation  due  to  the 
erection  of  business  premises  has 
been  more  than  counterbalanced. 
I  have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  the  hard- 
ship and  suffering  which  this  wholesale 
eviction  has  occasioned,  or  the  bitterness 
of  feeling  which  it  has  engendered,  but 
I  can  assure  the  House,  after  long  and 
close  personal  observation,  that  they  are 
as  real  as  they  are  under  the  circum- 
stances natural.  I  am,  therefore,  quite  at 
a  loss  to  understand  what  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  means  when  he  says  that  the 
agitation    is    directed     against    a     fjw 
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thousand  tailors  and  shoemakers.   Clause  i 
4   of  this  Bill  will,  I  hope  and  believe, 
do  much  to  put  an  end  to  an  intoler- 
able state  of  things  disastrous  to  native 
and  alien  alike. 

Sir,  I  have  detained  the  House  too  long 
already,  or  I  would  deal  more  fully  with 
the  many  other  evils  of  which  the  con- 
centration and  incidence  of  immigration  in 
certain  localities  have  been  the  cause. 
These  are  the  questions  of  overcrowding, 
of  high  rents,  of  low  wages,  of  sweating 
and  cheap  production  purchased  at  a 
ruinous  cost  in  bad  conditions,  and  there 
is  the  question  of  the  local  tradesmen 
who  have,  in  many  instances,  been 
ruined,  and  in  all  much  reduced  in 
circumstances.  Upon  all  these  subjects 
much  might  be  said.  Of  course,  in  a 
Bill  of  this  nature  much  must  depend 
upon  the  nature  of  the  regulations  which 
are  made  under  it,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  administered.  With 
sound  regulations  and  wise  and  careful 
administration  I  believe  the  measure 
will  do  much  to  mitigate  and  remove 
some  of  the  evils  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. For  my  part,  and  on  behalf  of 
my  constituents,  I  thank  the  Govern- 
ment for  introducing  it,  and  I  hope  it 
will  have  the  cordial  support  of  the 
great  majority  of  this  House.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  doubts  and  fears  ex- 
pressed by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
the  seconder  of  this  Amendment  have 
any  foundation  in  fact.  Nor  do  I 
believe  that  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
or  any  future  Home  Secretary  the  en- 
forcement of  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
is  in  the  least  likely  to  err  on  the  side 
of  harshness  or  severity. 

*  Mr.  HAYES  FISHER  (Fulham)  said 
that  every  one  of  those  who  supported  this 
Bill  were  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
historical  aspect  of  the  admission  of  the 
foreigner  into  England,  and  they  agreed 
with  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, whio.h  in  one  paragraph  said :  "  We 
owe  much  to  the  foreigners,  who  have 
enabled  us  to  become  the  manufacturers 
of  the  world."  Neither  were  those 
who  supported  this  Bill  obUvious 
to  the  pathetic  side  of  the  case, 
which  told  them  that  England  in  all 
ages  had  been  an  asylum  for  those 
who  had  been  driven  from  their  own 
country  on  account  of   their   religious, 

Major  Evans  Gordon. 


political,  or  social  ideals.     But  he  did  not 
think,  after  reading  this  BiU,  that  iAke  real 
right  of  asylum  was  to  be  taken  away  from 
those  who  might  legitimately  seek  it.  The 
bistorical  side  was  very  intereslang  and 
very  beautiful,  but  no  hon.  Member  could 
listen  to   the  speech   of  the  hoa.   and 
gallant    Member    for    Stepney  without 
being  convinced  that  for  the  last  twenty 
years  we  had  been  confronted  with  the 
squalid  problem  of  pressure  of  poverty 
upon    subsistence    affecting    one    large 
portion   of    London    and,   he    believed, 
in  a  leaser  degree  many    other  towns 
throughout     the    country,   and   it    was 
not    to    be    expected     that     English- 
men     who    had     suffered,      as     those 
in   the    constituency    of    the  hon.    and 
gallant  Member  for  Stepney  had  suffered 
should    regard  the  foreigner  with   that 
favourable  eye  with  which  Englishmen 
formerly   viewed  him.     They  saw   the 
foreigner  coming  here  and  displacing  them 
in    the    labour    market;    demanc&ng   a 
share  of  our  rates,   lowering  the  level 
of  our  social   life,    and  increasing   ^e 
numbers  of  our  criminal  population.    The 
right    hon.  Baronet    no    doubt    woukl 
dispute  that  part  of  the  proposition.    He 
even    denied   that    the    numbers    were 
increasing.      In    his  opinion,    however, 
they     had       undoubtedly       increased. 
It  was  true  that    the    proportion    the 
alien    population     bore     to    the    other 
population    of   this  country    was   small 
compared    with    other   countries.      The 
Committee  which  sat    in   1889  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that,  although  the  per- 
centage of  increase  was  not  alarming,  still 
there  was  an  increase  of  immigration, 
and  nobody  who  had  studied  the  figures 
in  the  Report   of  that  Committee  could 
come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
there  had  been  a  steady  increase  in  propor- 
tion to  the  English  population.    If  there 
was  no  increase  why  was  there  this  agita- 
tion ?     Why  was  the  question  before  the 
Royal  Commision  and  why  was  the  Bill 
before  the  House.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  said  the  proportion  here  was  not  so 
great  as  in  other  countries,  but   every 
foreign  country,  so  far  as  he  was  aware, 
and  certainly  our  self-governing  colonies, 
whatever  the  proportions  might  be,  had 
taken  means  to  regulate  the  immigration 
I  of  foreign  paupers. 

This  was  not  a  "  must  and  shall  '*  Bill : 
it  was  a  Bill  which  merely  set  up  certain 
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regulations  under  which  aliens  were  to  be 
admitted  into  this  country  in  the  future. 
It  did  not  say  they  should  be  entirely  pro- 
hibited: it  merely  said  the  Home  Secretary 
should  make  regulations  and  conditions 
for  their  admission  and  residence.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  if  this 
Bill  were  passed  people  like  those  who  were 
admitted  into  this  country  in  1848  or  1871 
would  not  be  allowed  to  come  here.  He 
begged  to  differ.  That  matter  would  have 
to  be  regulated  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  such  were  the  sentiments  of  this 
House  that  if  this  Bill  were  passed  it 
would  be  very  carefully  watohea  in  order 
to  see  what  class  of  people  were  to  be, 
or  might  be,  prohibited  horn  landing  on 
our  shores.  Who  would  be  prohibited  ? 
Those  who  had  been  guilty  of  extradit- 
able offences  within  the  past  five  years ; 
prostitutes  and  those  who  lived  upon 
their  earnings,  a  growing  class  unfortu- 
nately in  this  country.  People  of  notori- 
ously bad  character  would  also  be  subject 
to  regulation;  to  that  everyone  would 
agree.  The  hon.  Member  for  Elland  would 
not  give  this  Bill  a  Second  Reading,  but 
if  it  was  not  read  a  second  time  how  was 
it  possible  that  any  regulations  should  be 
drawn  up  to  exclude  these  undesirable 
classes  of  people.  He  did  not  think  there 
was  any  reason  why  under  this  Bill  the 
right  of  asylum  should  be  discontinued  to 
all  those  who  desired  and  deserved  the 
right  of  asylum.  He  admitted  this  Bill 
might  lead  to  the  prevention  of  thousands 
of  poor  people  being  landed  in  this 
country.  We  had  a  right  to  consider  our 
own  people  first.  This  was  not  a  hard 
measure,  and  if  the  immigration  of  these 
people  dislocated  our  own  population 
he  did  not  see  why  the  Government 
should  not  have  some  power  to  regulate 
that  inunigration.  Stepney  was,  after  all, 
not  Palestine,  and  these  undesirables 
might  find  their  promised  land  elsewhere. 

There  were  proposals  in  this  Bill  which 
might  be  very  wisely  used  to  prevent 
any  great  congestion,  and  nobody  in  the 
House  when  discussing  this  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee would  object  to  the  clause  which 
allowed  a  Court  of  Justice  to  repatriate 
a  man  who  had  been  convicted  of  a 
felony  or  a  misdemeanour  and  who  had 
suffered  a  term  of  imprisonment.  In  fact, 
a  strong  opinion  had  been  expressed  by 
metropolitan  police  magistrates  and 
judges  for  some    power   of   that  kind. 


When  these  points  had  been  carefully 
considered  in  Committee,  as  they  would 
have  to  be,  he  believed  the  House  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  this  country  ought  to 
possess,  as  all  other  nations  possessed, 
the  power  of  regulating  the  influx  of 
aliens.  The  Bill  was  constructed  on 
sound  lines,  because  it  would  minimise 
the  evils  of  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Stepney  and  many  others 
had  so  much  cause,  from  the  British 
point  of  view,  to  complain,  and  could 
be  so  revised  in  Committee  as  fully  to 
safeguard  that  right  of  asylum  which 
Englishmen,  with  their  love  of  liberty, 
had  always  been  wishful  of  according  to 
all  who  deserved  it. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.) :  I  desire 
in  a  few  sentences  to  explain  the  reasons 
why  I  shall  certainly  give  my  vote  in 
support  of  the  Amendment.  This  Bill, 
it  must  be  conceded,  is  an  entirely  new 
departure  in  British  legislation,  for  it 
gives  to  an  officer  of  the  Executive,  by 
his  own  act,  without  any  reference  to  a 
Court  of  law  or  to  judicial  procedure, 
power  to  prohibit  admission  to  these 
shores  of  any  person  who  is  not  a  subject 
of  the  Crown,  provided  he  comes  within 
certain  categories.  This  is  a  change  in 
the  law  so  drastic,  so  revolutionary  in 
its  character,  that  it  behoves  those 
who  propose  it  to  show  a  case  of 
overwhelming  necessity,  to  show  that  the 
evils  to  be  met  are  not  merely  local  or 
transient,  and  to  show  that  there  are  not 
more  satisfactory  and  less  objectionable 
methods  open  to  us  for  dealing  with  such 
evils  as  undoubtedly  exist.  I  do  not 
deny  for  a  moment  that  there  are  evils, 
though  to  a  great  extent  they  are  local 
in  their  scope,  connected  with  the  im- 
migration of  aliens  into  thb  country,  to 
which  I  will  refer  in  a  moment,  which 
demand  consideration,  and  for  which  I 
will  endeavour  to  show  that  very  simple 
remedies,  not  at  all  of  this  revolutionary 
character,    can    be    found. 

There  are  certain  remarkable  features 
about  this  question.  In  the  first  place 
we  have  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com 
mission  leading  to  a  series  of  recommenda- 
tions the  Report  does  not  in  the  least 
justify,  and  then  we  have  the  Bill  going  far 
in  advance  of  the  —  as  I  think — illogical 
recommendations    of     the   Commission. 
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I  do  not  want  to  go  into  details  or  over 
ground  already  covered,  but  I  will  ask 
the  House  to  consider  what  are  the 
dimensions  of  the  problem.  We  have  at 
this  time  in  the  country  an  alien  popula- 
tion, making  the  necessary  correc- 
tion for  additions  since  the  last  census, 
of  some  900,000  out  of  a  total 
population  of  42,000,000.  I  confess 
I  was  surprised  at  the  smallness 
of  the  number,  and  still  more  when  I 
found  the  Royal  Commission  Report, 
comparing  decade  by  decade,  gave  the 
annual  rate  of  increase  between  1891 
and  1901  as  being  smaUer  than  that 
between  1881  and  1891.  The  numbers, 
as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  said,  show 
that  comparing  our  situation  with  that 
of  other  countries  and  particularly  that 
of  the  United  States,  we  have  a  far 
smaller  proportion  of  aliens  to  popula- 
tion than  any  other  civilised  country  in 
the  world.  We  have  considerably  less 
than  1  per  cent. ;  it  rises  to  2h  per  cent, 
in  France,  to  9^  percent,  in  Switzerland, 
and  in  the  United  States  it  is  something 
like  14  per  cent.  If  it  be  the  evil  it  has 
been  described  to  be,  and  I  do  not  admit 
that  to  have  an  alien  element  in  our 
population  is  an  evil,  then  we  are  suffer- 
ing from  it  to  a  much  smaller  extent 
than  our  commercial  rivals  in  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

Then  we  proceed  from  numbers 
to  quality — the  social  and  industrial 
value  of  this  element  in  our  population. 
Pauperism  has  already  been  referred  to, 
and  here  facts  are  significant  and  of  more 
value  than  rhetoric ;  and  it  appears  that 
though  London  is  the  only  place  where 
the  matter  assumes  anything  like  a 
serious  proportion — and  even  there  it 
might  almost  be  said  to  be  confined  to 
Stepney — only  2^  per  cent,  are  in  receipt 
of  roor  Law  relief  as  compared  with  8 
per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  the 
Metropolis.  Then  as  to  industrial 
capacity,  I  do  not  wish  to  use  exagger- 
ated language  and  I  will  not  attempt  to 
compare  industrially  the  poor  aliens  tha5 
come  from  Russia,  RoumeUa,  Poland, 
and  the  East  of  Europe  with  the  Walloons 
who  found  refuge  here  at  the  time  of  the 
Reformation,  and  still  less  with  the 
Huguenots  who  came  from  France  after 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 
But  at  the  same  time  it  is  an  indis- 
putable fact,  which  the  evidence  before 

Mr.  AsquUh. 


the  Royal  Commission  attests,  that  these 
alien  communities,  settling  for  the  most 
part  in  the  East  End  of  London  and  to 
some  extent  in  industrial  centres  like 
Leeds  and  Manchester,  have  introduced 
or  revived  at  least  three  considerable 
trades  —  cabinetmaking,  shoemaking^ 
and  tailoring — and  in  these  have  added 
to  the  export  trade  of  the  country,  the 
increase  in  the  tailoring  trade  alone 
between  1888  and  1902  being  from 
£4,700,000  to  £6,300,000.  As  the  Royal 
Commissioners  point  out,  by  origination  or 
development  of  trade,  aliens  have 
increased  the  export  of  British-made 
goods  and  have  added  to  the  demand  for 
raw  material.  In  paragraph  144  of  their 
Report  the  Commissioners  state  that  the 
evidence  went  to  show  that  these  aliens 
were  sober  and  thrifty,  and  of  the 
children  a  Stepney  teacher  of  large 
experience  among  them  said  they  win^ 
particularly  punctual  and  regular  in 
school  attendance,  the  percentage  of 
attendance  being  as  high  as  from  90  to 
95,  and  showed  a  ready  response  to  the 
call  for  expressions  of  sympathy  with  the 
sick  and  afflicted.  This  is  impartial 
evidence  as  to  the  value  of  the  element 
this  immigration  introduces  into  our 
population 

It  is  suggested  that  these  immigiants 
belong  in  greater  measure  than  the 
persons  of  the  corresponding  social 
class  in  this  country  to  the  criminal 
classes.  I  will  make  this  concession 
to  the  supporters  of  this  legislation 
— that  the  evidence  does  show  a  larger 
percentage  of  crime  among  them  as 
compared  with  the  native-bom  popula* 
tion.  But  percentages  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind  are  dangerous,  and  I  think,  if 
they  were  analysed,  it  would  be  tound 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  offences  of 
which  aliens  are  convicted  are  not  of  a 
serious  character  and  are  offences 
punished  with  relatively  short  terms  of 
imprisonment.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, what  case  has  been  made  out  for 
legislation,  above  all  for  the  kind  of 
legislation  proposed  in  the  Bill  ? 

Before  1  sit  down  I  will  indicate  one  or 
two  changes  which  I  think  might  with  ad- 
vantage l^  made.  The  Bill  contains  three 
provisions  of  an  especially  drastic ,  char- 
acter— it  gives  power  of  refusal  of 
admission  and  of  expulsion  to  the  Home 
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Secretary,  and  it  gives  power  to  the 
JiOcal  Gcvemment  Board  to  prescribe 
particular  areas  of  alleged  congestion  or 
over-population,  and  to   prevent  imjni 


and  in  that  opinion  he  has  the  concur- 
rence of  the  present  Comniissioner  of 
Police,  Mr.  Henry.  Further  support  is 
given    to    that   view  by  Sir   Albert  de 


grants  from  making  their  homes  there.    Rutzen,    the    chief   magistrate    of   the 
I  confess,  when  I  look  at  the  schedule  of    Metropolis,  and  one  whose  experience  is 


the  Bill  and  find  power  given  to  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  without  any  safeguards 
of  judicial  procedure  or  observance  of  the 
laws  of  evidence,  to  prohibit  admission 
of  an  immigrant  on  the  ground  that  he  is 
likely  to  become  a  charge  upon  public 
funds  or  has  no  visible  means  of  support- 
ing himself  or  that  he  is  of  notoriously, 
bad  character,  I  am  aghast  at  the  adminis- 
trative problem  presented.  I  should 
have  been  prepared  on  this  matter  to 
take  the  opinion  of  those  most  conversant 
with  our  police  and  criminal  administra- 
tion. Take  the  case  of  *'  notoriously  bad  !  gories. 
character."  What  does  it  mean  ?  ' 
Notoriously  to  whom  or  where  ?  How 
are  you  going  to  tell  that  a  person  is  of 
notoriously  bad  character  unless  you 
accept  the  testimony  of  the  police  in  the 
country  from  which,  in  all  probability, 
he  has  been  expelled  for  religious  or 
political  reasons  ?  Very  much  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  other  categories.  How 
do  you  know  what  means  of  Uving  a  man 
has;  how  can  you  judge  of  the  proba- 
ability  of  his  requiring  relief  from  the 
rates?  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
many  of  the  Walloons,  Huguenots,  and 
others  who  in  days  gone  by  established 
themselves  here  and  contributed  a  most 
valuable  ingredient  to  the  industrial 
development  of  the  country  would  have 
come  under  these  categories.  If  this 
power  had  then  existed  they  might  have 
been  excluded,  not  only  to  their  own 
detriment,  but  to  the  infinite  injury  of 
the  country  which  gave  them  hospitality. 
Look  at  the  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Look  at  the  testimony  which  is 
to  be  found  in  the  dissentient  Report — 
the  only  Report  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
founded  upon  the  evidence — of  Sir 
Kenelm  Digby.  First  of  all  there  is  Sir 
Edward  Bradford,  who  for  ten  years  was 
at  the  head  of  the  MetropoUtan  Police, 
and  who  in  that  capacity  exhibited  tact, 
judgment,  and  administrative  efficiency, 
which  it  is  impossible  to  eulogise  too 
highly.  He  tells  you  that  any  provision 
of  this  kind  is  absolutely  unworkable; 


wider  and  longer  than  that  of  any  other 
magistrate  upon  the  Bench.  It  would  be 
almost  presumptuous  to  add  any  testi- 
mony of  mine,  but  I  do  say  that  having 
myself  in  days  gone  by  been  respon^ble 
for  these  matters  in  London,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  I  absolutely  concur 
in  the  judgment  of  these  experienced 
administrators.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  scheme  of 
this  Bill  and  determine  satisfactorily 
whether  an  intending  immigrant  belongs 
to  one  or  other  of  these  different  cate- 


I  will  dismiss  in  passing  the  pro- 
posal to  schedule  particular  areas  and 
exclude  the  alien  from  them,  making 
them  a  preserve  for  British-bom  subjects, 
A  more  childish  proposal,  speaking  with 
all  respect  of  the  authors  of  the  Bill,  has 
never  been  submitted  to  this  House,  and 
I  will  not  waste  words  upon  it.  I  may 
be  asked,  "Are  you  content  to  leave 
things  entirely  as  they  are  ?  "  I  am  not. 
But  there  is  only  one  provision  of  the 
Bill  t-o  which  I  can  give  the  faintest 
countenance.  I  would  empower  Courts 
of  law  before  whom  aliens  are  crimin- 
ally convicted  of  serious  offences 
to  add  expulsion  to  the  sentence.  I  see 
nothing  either  administratively  difficult, 
politically  unjust,  or  from  any  point  of 
view  contrary  to  public  policy  in  a  pro- 
vision of  that  kind.  When  a  person 
abuses  the  hospitality  which  this  country 
has  offered  by  violating  our  laws  I  see 
no  reason  why  we  should  burden  our- 
selves longer  with  his  presence.  As 
regards  overcrowding,  it  appears  mainly 
to  exist  in  the  borough  of  Stepney, 
though  it  is  also  to  be  found  in  one  or 
two  other  districts.  There,  again,  the 
proper  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  a  slight 
amendment  or  a  more  vigorous  enforce- 
ment of  the  existing  law.  If  you  were 
to  bring  these  block-houses  and  tenement- 
houses  under  the  by-laws  of  the  local 
authorities,  there  is  no  reason  why  you 
should  not  deal  with  this  question  of 
overcrowding  in  a  perfectly  adequate  and 
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Batisfactory  way.  As  regards  the  other  I 
serious  point,  to  which  I  attach  the  I 
greatest  importance,  if  it  is  proved  that 
in  some  of  these  industries  work  is  being 
done  under  insanitary  conditions  by 
methods  which  are  compendiously  des- 
cribed by  the  term  sweating,  the  proper 
remedy  is  to  be  found  possibly  in  an  i 
amendment,  certainly  in  a  more  vigilant 
administration,  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Acts.  I  do  not  believe  that,  under 
the  ample  powers  now  vested  in  the 
Home  Secretary,  any  of  these  evils  con- 
nected with  sweating  and  unregulated 
trades  could  not  with  an  adequate  in- 
spectorial staff  be  properly  dealt  with. 
At  any  rate  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is 
no  adequate  reason  for  establishing  an 
invidious,  and,  as  I  believe,  perfectly 
unworkable  system  of  inquisition  for 
aliens  arriving  on  our  shores,  setting  at 
defiance  one  of  the  noblest  and  one  of 
the  most  beneficent  traditions  of  British 
policy. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Walter 
Long,  Bristol,  S.):  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
put  the  case  from  the  point  of  view  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  any  legislation 
such  as  that  which  is  before  us  with  his 
usual  eloquence  and  straightforwardness. 
But  I  venture  to  say,  after  listening  to 
his  speech,  his  recommendation  comes 
to  this — that  in  addition  to  a  slight 
amendment  of  the  criminal  law  the  only 
change  advocated  is  the  change  in  the 
Public  Health  Laws  which  would  enable 
the  local  authorities  to  deal  by  inspection 
with  the  tenement  holders.  I  doubt 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
right  in  his  assumption,  and  I  have 
observed,  as  I  daresay  other  Members 
have  observed,  how  much  more  easy 
reform  always  seems  to  those  who  are 
not  in  office  than  to  those  who  are  in 
office,  and  are  responsible  for  it.  What 
is  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ?  It  is  that  we  should  make 
a  very  small  amendment  in  the 
Public  Health  Laws,  which  I  hope  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  in  a  Bill 
which  I  propose  to  introduce  this 
session.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells 
us  that  if  local  authorities  have  the  power 
to  make  these  by-laws  and  to  subject 
the  tenement  or  block-house  to  the  same 
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conditions  of  inspection  which  other 
classes  of  property  are  subject  to,  we  shall 
deal  with  a  great  deal  of  the  difficulty. 
I  d»  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gkntleman 
has  had  time  in  the  many  calls  on  him 
in  his  distinguished  career,  to  look  closely 
into  these  minor  questions  of  local 
government.  Let  me  tell  him  at  once 
that  he  will  find,  if  he  goes  closer  into 
the  problem,  that  the  local  authorities 
will  join  issue  with  him  and  with  abso- 
lute justice  tell  him  that  the  question  of 
overcrowding  of  certain  parts  of  the 
country  by  a  particular  class  of  resident 
19  a  general  and  not  a  particular  ques- 
tion; a  national  and  not  a  local  one. 
On  what  grounds  are  you  going  to 
charge  the  local  body  at  Stepney,  or  some 
other  small  area  of  London,  with  the  ex- 
tremely difficult,  invidious,  and  in  many 
cases  very  unpopular  duty  of  dealing  with 
these  overcrowded  areas — overcrowded 
by  a  particular  class  who  are  willing  to 
I  submit  to  conditions  of  daily  life  which 
.  the  ordinary  native  population  will  not 
I  tolerate.  If  it  be  right  that  they  should 
come  in  and  without  any  check  being 
placed  upon  their  arrival  in  this  country, 
that  is  part  of  your  national  law,  and  the 
local  authorities  would  say,  **  You  have 
no  right  to  cast  upon  us  a  duty  which  is 
in  itself  so  diffictdt  and  so  unpopular." 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  his 
speech  by  saying — and  others  have 
spoken  in  the  same  vein — that  we  are 
going  to  shut  the  door  of  this  country, 
which  has  for  generations  and  centuries 
been  open  to  the  down-trodden  people  of 
other  countries,  who  have  come  here  and 
found  a  hopie,  and,  as  other  speakers 
have  reminded  us,  have  left  their  mark 
on  the  industries  and  well-being  of  the 
country.  I  do  not  believe  that  anybody 
can  find  in  this  Bill  as  it  stands  anjrthing 
which  is  hkely  to  lead  to  such  disastrous 
results  as  these,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  the 
Bill  as  drawn  would  be  hkely  to  have 
such  results  in  the  hands  of  a  tyrannical 
Minister,  such  Amendment  would  have 
the  approval  and  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  do  not  want  to  check  by  any 
measure  of  this  kind  the  legitimate  and 
reasonable  importation  into  this  country 
of  people  who  are  in  good  health,  who 
are  of  good  character,  and  who  desire  to 
take  their  part  in  the  industry  of  the 
country. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he 
stands  aghast  at  a  proposal  which 
is  quite  new  to  our  laws.  It  is  quite 
true  that  as  far  as  our  laws  are  con- 
cerned it  is  new ;  but  it  is  not  new  to 
other  countries  or  to  the  majority  of  our 
colonies  ;  and  I  confess  that  if  he  stands 
aghast  at  legislation  of  the  kind  now 
before  the  House,  I  stand  aghast  when  I 
hear  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Party 
of  progress  and  reform  seek  to  bring  dis- 
credit on  the  Unionist  Government  be- 
cause we  have  taken  a  new  departure 
and  are  making  a  proposal  for  which 
there  is  no  precedent  in  our  own  laws. 
It  is  a  novel  kind  of  argument.  Other 
countries  have  this  legislation  and 
apparently  they  have  found  no  great 
difficulty  in  giving  it  effect.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  when  he  had  got  over 
his  surprise  and  horror  at  the  boldness  of 
the  Unionist  Government  in  making  a 
sudden  departure  of  this  kind,  went  on  to 
aak  how  we  were  going  to  give  effect  to 
the  conditions  in  the  schedule,  and  how 
we  were  to  find  out  the  people  who  came 
under  the  description  of  the  schedule. 
Really,  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  has  himself  been  at  the  Home 
Office,  believe  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  conjunction  with 
his  officers,  to  draw  up  regulations  which 
will  prevent  conditions  of  this  kind 
being  improperly  and  unjustly  adminis- 
tered? I  wonder  how  many  Members 
of  thia  House  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
go  down  to  one  of  our  ports  where  these 
men  arrive  and  watch  them  as  they  dis- 
embark. I  venture  to  say  any  man 
of  reasonable  experience  in  the  work 
of  inspecting  this  particular  class  of 
immigrant  will  have  very  little  difficulty 
indeed  in  putting  into  force  the  special 
conditions  under  the  regulations  of 
the  Home  Office. 

If  you  say  the  BUI  is  too  drastic, 
if  you  say  you  must  not  run  the 
risk,  by  carrying  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  of  shutting  the  door  of  this 
country  to  the  foreigner  who  comes 
here  with  the  intention  and  desire  to 
become  a  good  citizen,  and  if  you  say 
you  cannot  enforce  this  Bill  what  is  the 
alternative?  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  said 
that  we  had  no  business  to  propose  legis- 
lation of  this  drastic  nature  unless  an 
overwhelming  case    were    made    out? 


What  is  the  overwhelming  case?  The 
Member  for  East  Fife  told  us  that 
undesirable  or  pauper  aliens  are  only  to 
I  be  found  in  London.  I  can  assure  him 
that  he  is  mistaken.  I  assure  him  that 
this  state  of  things  is  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  London  or  to  any  part  of  London. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  go  to 
some  of  our  seaports  where  this  class  of 
immigrants  come  in,  he  will  find  feeling 
and  indignation  quite  as  great  as  in 
Stepney,  or  in  these  parts  of  East  London 
which  are  specially  affected.  I  ask  the 
House,  and  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite,  is  Parliament  to  do  nothing 
because  this  question  has  not  yet 
assumed  sufficiently  great  dimensions  ? 
I  am  surprised  at  such  a  suggestion, 
because  if  it  means  an3rthing  it  means 
that  we  are  to  wait  until  the  condi- 
tion of  things  already  to  be  found  in 
a  great  many  of  our  large  towns,  and  in 
a  considerable  part  of  the  Metropolis,  is 
no  longer  confined  to  those  limited  dis- 
tricts but  has  a  much  wider  area  and 
affects  a  much  larger  number  of  the 
people,  and  if  we  were  to  take  his  advice 
and  postpone  our  legislation  until  this 
evU  was  to  be  found  in  a  much  larger 
number  of  places,  legislation  of  this  kind 
would  be  perfectly  useless,  and  the 
condition  of  things  would  be  such  that 
the  feeling  of  the  people  of  this  country 
would  lead  us  to  close  the  door  altogether 
toj  people  coming  from  other  countries,, 
and  practical  legislation  would  cease 
to  be  possible.  There  is  already 
a  strong  enough  feeling  in  the  poorer 
parts  of  London.  Let  hon.  Gentlemen  do- 
the  kind  of  work  which  it  is  my  lot  ta 
do  in  my  Department. 

We  have  all  heard  Gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  make  eloquent  and 
often  pathetic  speeches  upon  the  housing^ 
question.  We  have  been  told  what  a 
disgrace  it  is  to  this  country  that  at  this, 
time  in  our  history  it  shotdd  be  difficult 
for  working  men  to  get  decent  houses, 
and  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
support  of  that  view.  But  if  it  is  a  dis- 
grace to  this  country  that  the  working 
classes  should  find  it  difficult  to  get 
decent  houses  at  decent  rents  because 
the  increase  in  the  population  has  been 
so  rapid  and  because  the  difficulty  of 
providing  them  has  been  so  great,  is  it 
not  a  stiU  greater  disgrace  to  this  country 
that  wherever  there  are  those  homes  and 
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houses,   men  of   British  origin  who  are 
T#5ady  to  pay  a  fair  rent  for  their  houses, , 
p'  ovided   they   are   allowed   to   live  in ! 
decent  conditions,  should  be  turned  out 
of  them  at  the  shortest  possible  notice.  ' 
By  whom  ?    By  the  landlords  who  are  ■ 
aliens — in  order  to  put  in  occupants  who  | 
are  aliens.    I  have  wondered  when  these 
etories  have  been  told,  when  I  found  that 
they  rest  not  in  imagination  or  exag- ; 
deration  but  upon    bare  facts,   at    the  [ 
moderation  and  self-control  of  the  people  \ 
who  are  exposed  to  these  difficulties.         i 

We  cannot  stand  where  we  are  now,  and 
we  cannot  do  nothing.    The  proposals  of 
the   right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Forest  of  Dean  would  not  meet  the 
case  in  any  degree.     If  you  are  simply 
to   add  expulsion   to  the  power  of  im- 
posing sentences,  which  already  exists,  , 
and    if    you  are,   in    addition  to  that, 
to  content  yourselves  with   an  amend- 1 
ment  of  the    Public    Health   Act,   you  I 
would  not  touch    even    the    fringe    of  i 
the   question.     I  believe  that  the  pro-  | 
visions  of  the  Bill  can  be  enforced.     I  be-  | 
lieve  that  the  power  to  be  given  to  a  single  i 
Minister  is  not  too  strong  a  power  to  > 
be  entrusted  to  the  hands  of  any  official  I 
without  some  intermediate  power  being 
given  to,  I  presume,  a  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction.     I  am  quite  aware  that  the 
Committee  recommended  that  the  cases 
should  be  dealt  with  by  a  Court  of  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction.    We  did  our  best  to 
apply    that     recommendation     of    the 
Committee,  and  we  only  abandoned  it  and 
substituted  for  it  the  provision  in  the  Bill 
because,    if    the    House   will    stop    to 
think  for  a  moment  of  the  way  in  which 
this  law  is  to  be  applied,  they  will  find 
that  if  the  case  went  before   the  local 
police  magistrate,   great   difficulty  and 
delay  would  be  attendant  on  that  course, 
and  would  cause  much  greater  trouble 
and  inconvenience  to  these  people.    What 
is  wanted   in  their  own  interest  is  not 
that  they  should  be  turned  out  of  this 
country  without  rhyme  or  reason  when 
they  come  under  none  of  the  descriptions 
applied  to  aliens.    What  we  want  is  that 
there    should    be    a    power    to    check 
and  regulate.     This  is  not  a    Bill    for 
their  total  exclusion ;  it  is  not  a  Bill  to 
stop  aliens   coming   into   this   country, 
it  is  a  Bill    to   check  and  regulate  the 
immigration    of   aliens— a   Bill   to    give 

Mr.  Walter  Long, 


power  to  an  Executive  officer  to  compel 
the  removal  of  an  alien  if  he  comes 
under  certain-  special  descriptions.  Out- 
side the  Metropolis  there  are  not 
many  of  our  large  seaport  towns  into 
which  many  of  these  aliens  come.  Go 
to  the  Poor  Law  guardians  of  a  great 
city  like  Liverpool  or  Hull.  They  will 
tell  you — not  now  for  the  first  time,  for 
they  have  been  saying  it  for  years — ^that 
it  is  a  monstrous  injustice  to  saddle 
the  rates  of  those  towns  with  the  cost 
of  maintaining  these  people  who  arrive 
destitute  and  within  a  few  hours  of  their 
arrival  are  obhged  to  take  refuge  in  the 
local  poorhouses.  If  it  is  right  for  them 
to  come  in — if  you  are  to  say  that  the 
character  of  your  country  for  hospitality 
stands  so  high  that  you  cannot  afford  to 
let  it  be  lowered  in  that  respect,  then 
at  all  events  if  you  are  to  maintain  the 
principle  for  the  sake  of  your  national 
character,  pay  for  it  out  of  your 
national  Exchequer ;  you  have  no  right  to 
maintain  the  character  of  your  country 
as  a  whole  at  the  expense  of  a  board  of 
guardians  here  or  there  who  are  speciaUy 
affected  by  this  continuing,  and,  in 
many  cases,  growing  evil.  I  beheve 
this  is  no  Bill  for  the  exclusion  of 
foreigners  when  they  are  persecuted  or 
when  they  merely  come  here  because 
they  think  that  there  is  a  better  opening 
for  their  industry  and  brains  than  there 
is  in  their  own  country.  It  is  a  Bill  to 
give  moderate  powers,  to  be  reasonably 
applied.  If  we  had  adopted  the  sugges- 
tion of  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction 
I  think  the  result  would  have  been  delay 
without  any  greater  security  for  the  alien. 

After  all,  it  would  not  be  difficult  for 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  draw  up  the 
necessary  regulations,  and  it  would  not  be 
difficult  for  an  officer  acting  under  these 
regulations  to  ascertain  what  were  the 
character  and  occupation  of  the  people 
on  board  these  ships.  We  are  asked,  for 
instance,  as  to  the  case  of  a  man  or 
woman  who  would  have  no  manifest 
means  of  subsistence.  What  happens  at 
the  present  time  ?  At  the  present  time 
thousands  of  these  people  are  given 
rroney  enough  t<)  provide  themselves 
with  a  living  for  the  first  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  in  this  country.  Surely  if 
they  arrive  without  any  friends  to  whom 
they  can  apply,  without  a  penny  in  their 
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pocket,  and  without  any  means  whatever 
of  subsistence,  and  can  only  get  a   living 
by  one  of  two    wajrs — ^by  underselling 
labour  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  begging 
in  the  streets — ^surely  that  is  not  a  case 
in    which   they   are  coming    either    to 
benefit  local  industry  or  to  do  any  good 
to  the  national  character  of  the  country, 
and  surely  there  ought  to  be  a  check  on 
their  numbers  and  a  power  to  send  them 
back.    When  you  deal  with  the   worst 
classes  there  can,  I  take  it,  be  little  diffi- 
culty in  ascertaining  whether  they  come 
within   that  category  or  not.      I  have 
ahready  dealt  with  the  third  and  fourth 
categories.    I  do  not  know  what  means 
the  Home  Office  and  iheir  officials  have 
of   ascertaining  whether  they  are  notori- 
ously of  bad  character  or  not,  but  I  fancy 
it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  officers 
who   would    have   to    discharge    duties  I 
under  the  Bill,  in  conjunction  with  the  ' 
police,  to  fairly  and  reasonably  satisfy 
themselves  on   that  point.      The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  opposing  the  Bill,  gave  | 
An  extreme  case.      He  asked  how  the  | 
cliaracter  of  these  people  was  to  be  ascer- 1 
tained.    Was  it  to  be  ascertained  from 
the  police  and  the  officials  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  which  had  driven 
them    out?      If    the  same    persecution 
were  going  on  such   as  we  have  been 
recently  famiUar   with,  and  which    we 
have  ail  deplored — if  there  were  the  same 
persecution  going  on  in  a  foreign  country 
against     some    particular  class  of    the 
people,   of    some   particular  faith,    is  it 
likely,  lor  a  single  instant,  that  it  would 
not    be   known  long  before  we  had  to 
deal  with  the  cases  on  our  shores?     Is 
it  likely  that  it  would  not  be  p«irfectly 
known  to  the  Government  of  the  day 
and    their    officials    that    a    particular 
class  were  being  driven  out  from  one  par- 
ticular country,  and,  that,  therefore,  par- 
ticular care    should   be  exercised  here, 
having  regard  to  the  i&ct  that  they  were 
fleeing  for  their  lives  from  a  country  where  I 
they  were  being  tyrannically  treated?  , 
These     would    be  special    cases    which 
would  require  special  treatment,  but  in 
the    average    case    I    beUeve,     having 
seen    these    men  land    on    our    shores, 
having  seen  them   arrive  in  the  ships, 
and     having     made     myself     as    well 
acquainted    as   I  could,  both  from  the 
evidence  given  before   the  Royal  Com- 
mission,  and  by   interviews  with    men 


that  have  been  personally  acquainted 
with  these  cases  in  this  country — I 
believe  there  is  nothing  in  this  Bill 
which  would  justify  the  extreme 
description  given  of  it  by  Gentlemen 
opposite.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have 
made  proposals  in  which  the  House  will 
find  a  reasonable  basis  for  the  future 
settlement  of  this  question.  We,  of 
course,  are  not  foolish  enough  to 
ask  that  our  proposals  should  not 
be  subject  to  amendment.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  quite  ready  to  con- 
sider any  suggestion  which  would  have 
for  itR  object  the  improvement  of  this 
Bill  in  order  that  it  should  secure  the  end 
that  we  all  have  in  view. 

In  asking  the  House  to  pass  the 
Second  Reading,  we  ask  them  to 
adopt  the  principle  and  to  express 
the  decision  that  the  time  has 
come  when  this  question  of  alien  immi- 
gration cannot  be  left  where  it  is,  when 
it  must  be  dealt  with  by  regulations 
which  have  to  be  rather  Imperial  than 
local  in  their  character.  We  say  that 
we  cannot  leave  the  local  authorities 
to  deal  with  it  themselves.  You  must 
go  beyond  the  local  authority,  and  deal 
with  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Government.  You  must  see  that  there 
are  certain  conditions  which  would  make 
the  immigration  of  these  people  impos- 
sible. We  provide  the  means  by  which 
that  should  be  enforced.  We  mean  no 
tyranny  and  we  should  sanction  no 
tyranny.  While  we  are  willing  to  offer 
an  opportunity  to  the  industrious, 
the  thrifty,  and  the  well-conducted  of 
other  countries  to  work  with  our  own 
people,  and  to  help  us  in  making  the 
industries  in  this  country  prosperous,  we 
do  not  care  any  longer  to  allow  the  un- 
restricted importation  of  those  who 
come  under  the  different  categories  of 
this  Bill,  and  who,  on  all  sides,  must  be 
admitted  to  be  an  undesirable  addition 
to  the  population. 

♦Mr.  NORMAN  (Wolverhampton,  S.) 
said  that  in  rising  to  support  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  from  those  Benches, 
it  must  be  painfully  evident  that  he  was 
somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  political 
alien. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  Come  to 
this  side  of  the  Hous2  and  then  you  will 
be  all  right. 
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♦Mr.  NORMAN  said  that  the  case  was 
even  worse  than  that.  He  was,  in 
fact,  a  species  of  Ishmael,  for  he 
found  himself  unfortunately  difiering 
from  almost  everybody.  He  differed 
strongly  from  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
opposite,  for  example,  in  his  allusions 
to  the  question  of  Chinese  labour. 
Many  of  the  reasons  which  caused  him 
to  support  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill  were  similar  to  those  which  induced 
him  to  oppose  the  introduction  of 
Chinese  labour  into  the  Transvaal.  He 
differed  fiom  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  East  Fife  and  from  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Elland  Division . 
Again,  he  differed  in  one  respect  from 
the  Report  which  he  himself  had  signed. 
That  might  seem  an  extraordinary  thing, 
but  it  was  perfectly  simply  explained. 
The  House  would  not  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  differences  of  opinion 
amongst  members  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission were  very  sharp,  and  if  every 
member  had  insisted  either  in  im- 
posing his  own  views  on  the  other 
members  or  in  writing  a  separate  Report 
there  would  had  been  a  series  of  personal 
Reports  and  the  labour  of  the  Royal 
Commission  would  had  been  thrown 
away.  His  point  of  difference  was  in 
the  matter  of  the  prohibited  areas,  for 
he  did  not  see  how  that  scheme  could 
possibly  work.  He  signed  the  recommen- 
dation for  the  reason  which  he  had  given, 
and  in  order  that  the  matter  might 
be  discussed  in  the  House.  The  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  East  Fife 
was  a  very  strong  attack,  and  he  heard 
it  with  the  respect  he  felt  for  anything 
that  fell  from  his  right  hon.  friend; 
but  h,e  thought  that  one  or  two  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  arguments 
[were  hardly  sound.  A  great  deal  of 
time  was  given  by  the  members  of  the 
Commission  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  of  Poor  Law  relief.  Why 
was  it  that  so  many  of  these  aliens 
took  a  comparatively  small  propor- 
tion of  Poor  Law  relief?  It  was  be- 
cause^ of  the  extraordinary  Jewish 
charities.  The  Jewish  charities  in  the 
East  End  of  London  were  probably  the 
most  lavish,  most  generous,  most  kindly, 
and  certainly  the  most  highly  organised 
in  the  world.  Any  hon.  Member  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  look  at  his 
cross-examination  of  one  of  the  gentlemen 


closely  concerned  in  the  administration 
of  these  charities  and  the  long  list  which 
this  witness  before  the  Royal  Com- 
mission gave  of  these  charities,  would  see 
that  what  he  had  stated  was  the  simple 
fact.  It  was  surely  a  little  late  in  the 
day  to  introduce  the  argument  about  the 
Walloons  and  Huguenots.  If  his  right 
hon.  friend  or  other  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
used  that  argument  had  been,  as  he  had 
been,  in  the  cities  of  the  ''Pale"  in 
certain  parta  of  Russia;  if  they  had 
spent  days,  as  he  had  done,  in  the  purlieus 
of  Berdicheff  and  other  towns  which  sent 
their  due  quota  of  immigrants  to  the 
East  End  of  London,  he  did  not  think 
that  they  would  have  been  so  ready  to 
draw  a  paiallel  between  the  Walloons 
and  the  Huguenots. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  decid- 
ing who  was  an  undesirable  aUen,  he 
thought  it  was  essential  that  that  should 
be  arranged  by  a  Court  of  law.  He 
would  disapprove  giving  such  authority 
to  any  single  administrative  official.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  support  the 
Amendment  of  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Forest  of  Dean,  because  it 
was  divided  into  two  dissimiliar  and 
unconnected  parts.  He  should  like  to 
support  one  part,  but  not  the  other. 
He  yielded  to  no  man  in  his  desire  Uiat 
the  right  of  political  asylum  in  this 
country  should  not  be  restricted  in  the 
slightest  degree.  There  was  no 
desire,  he  believed,  on  the  part  of  any 
hon.  Member  of  the  House  to  do  so. 
They  all  wished  that  the  right  of  poUtdcal 
asylum  should  be  continued  unimpaired. 
It  had  always  been  our  glory  to  accord 
that  right.  But  with  regard  to  the  other 
part  of  the  Amendment,  which  said  that 
many  of  the  evils  complained  of  could  be 
dealt  with  by  the  ordinary  legislation  to 
prevent  sweating,  that  had  come  before 
the  Commission  again  and  again.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  that  was  not  so.  A 
great  dealof  evidenceon  the  point  hadbeen 
given,  and  the  impression  left  on  his  mind 
was  that  it  was  practically  imposaible  to 
turn  the  whole  excessive  alien  popula- 
tion in  the  streets  at  the  same  moment, 
and  unless  this  were  done,  the  process 
would  be,  as  a  witness  had  said,  merely 
putting  a  "  legal  ferret"  into  one  burrow, 
when  the  rabbits  would  all  bolt  into 
another.  The  right  .hon.  Baronet  had 
spoken  of  the  value  to  the  United  States 
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of  the  alien  immigrants  there ;    and  in 
a  passage  of  some  eloquence  had  referred 
to  *'  the  strong  arms  and  deft  hands,"  of 
these  immigrants  having  rendered  great 
service  to  the   American    people.      He 
would  Uke  to  show  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  other  side  of  the  picture.    In  the  27  th 
Annual   Report  (1901)    of    the    United' 
Hebrew  Charities,  which  was  the  repre- 
sentative Jewish    body    in    the  United , 
States,  and  corresponded  to  the  Jewish 
Board    of    Guardians    in    London,    the , 
foUoni^ng  passage  occurred —  | 

"A  condition  of  chronic  poverty  is  develop- 
ing in  the  Jewish  community  of  New  York  that 
is  appallins  in  its  immensity.  Forty-five  per  cent 
of  our  i^plioants,  representing  between  20,000 
and  25,000  human  beings,  have  been  in  the 
United  States  over  five  years,  have  been  given 
the  opportunities  for  economic  and  industrial 
improvement  which  this  country  affords,  yet, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  have  not  managed  to 
reach  a  position  of  economic  independence. 
2,585  of  the  new  applicants,  representing  7  per 
cent,  of  the  Jewish  immigration  to  the  United 
States  during  the  year,  found  it  necessary  to 
apply  at  the  office  of  the  United  Hebrew 
Charities  within  a  short  time  after  arrival.  The 
statement  can  safely  be  made  that  during  the 
year  from  75,000  to  100,000  members  of  the  New 
York  Jewish  community  are  unable  to  supply 
themselves  with  the  immediate  necessaries  of 
life." 

and  then  the  report  went  on  to  speak 
of— 

*  *  The  horrible  concestion  in  which  so  many 

of  our  co-religionists  live,  the  saualor  and  filth, 

the  lack  of   air  and  sunlight,  tne  absence  fre- 

.quentlyof  even  the  most  common  decencies, 

.  Are  too  well  knowr  to  require  repetition." 

and  next  the  report  went  on  to  refer 
in  very  striking  terms  to — 

•*  The  results  accruing  from  these  conditions — 
the  vice  and  crime,  the  irreligiousness,  lack  of 
aelf-restraint,  indifference  to  social  conventions, 
indulgence  in  the  most  degraded  and  perverted 
appetites  which  are  growing  daily  mor?  pro- 
nounced and  more  offensive." 

There  was,  he  thought,  a  very  striking 
contrast  between  these  facts  and  the 
"  glowing  eulogy  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
on  the  **  strong  arms  and  deft  hands"  of 
the  alien  immigrants  to  the  United 
States.  There  was  no  reason  whatever 
why  British  shipping  interests  should  be 
injured,  for  a  perfectly  simple  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  for  any  amount  of 
genuine  transmigration  properly  super- 
-vised.  He  had  come  to  the  conclusion, 
after  cross-examination  of  witnesses 
l)efore  the  Royal  Commission,  that  the 
:figure8  in  the  census  returns  were 
wholly  untrustworthy,  while  those  refer- 
VOL.  CXXXITI.    [Fourth  Series.] 


ring  to  transmigration  were  f'^xcical. 
He  had  tried  to  get  in  a  paragraph 
to  that  effect  in  the  Report,  but 
his  fellow  Commissioners  thought  it  too 
strong.  His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Elland  Division  said  that  aliens  became 
'*  good  enough  "  citizens.  He  knew  what 
a  good  citizen  was,  and  what  a  bad 
citizen  was ;  but  not  what  .  a 
**  good  enough  "  citizen  was.  He  asked 
himself  what  sort  of  "good  enough" 
citizens  lived  under  the  conditions  here 
existing.  If  his  hon.  friend  would  go  a 
couple  of  hundred  yards  from  the  House, 
take  a  ticket  by  railway  to  the  East  End 
of  London,  which  would  be  reached  in 
twenty-five  minutes,  he  would  find  rail- 
way time  tables  posted  up  there  in 
Hebrew  characters,  the  bills  of  the 
places  of  amusement  distributed  in 
the  streets  printed  in  Hebrew,  and 
the  public  entertainments  given  in 
Yiddish.  If  he  pursued  his  investigation 
a  little  further,  he  would  discover  a 
foreign  Press  of  the  most  extraordinary 
character  in  this  country,  of  which  little 
was  known— a  Press  in  which  was  advo- 
cated with  great  impunity  all  kinds  of 
revolutionary  doctrine.  He  could  not  see 
how  "good  enough  citizens"  could  be 
raided  in  such  conditions. 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Forest  of  Dean  drew  an  accurate  picture 
of  what  took  place  in  regard  to  the 
Spanish  anarchists;  but  an  inaccurate 
picture  of  what  would  take  place 
under  this  Bill.  The  right  of  asylum 
was  rooted  in  the  minds  of  the 
British  people ;  and  any  Home  Secretary, 
or  anybody  else,  who  set  himself  at 
defiance  of  that  opinion  would  be  swept 
out  of  ofl&ce  under  all  circumstances. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  made  one  remark 
which  struck  him  as  unjust  and  unkind. 
He  was  sure  that  it  was  not  only  contrary 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  nature  to 
make  an  unjust  charge,  but  that  it 
was  not  whsit  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
meant  to  say.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man stated  that  those  who  supported 
this  Bill  were  anti- Jewish,  anti-Semitic. 
That  was  a  great  mistake;  and  he 
repudiated  it.  To  him  anti-Semitism 
was  a  most  deplorable  and  abominable 
prejudice,  and  he  would,  uider  no  circum- 
stances, take  part  or  lot  in  it.  He 
always  refused  on  the  Commission  to 
2  Q 
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use  the  word  "  Jew  "  in  connection  with 
alien  immigration.  It  was  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  him  what  were  the 
religious  views  of  these  aliens.  He 
judged  them  by  their  own  personal 
character  and  their  effect  on  this 
community;  and  he  regretted  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  should,  in  an 
unguarded  moment,  have  made  that 
charge.  It  should  be  remembered  by 
those  who  opposed  the  Bill  that  a 
number  of  the  most  influential  and 
enlightened  members  of  the  Jewish 
community  were  in  favour  of  some 
measure  of  restriction.  He  stated  that 
as  a  fact  within  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge. As  an  example  of  the  mistaken 
views' which  prevailed  among  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  Bill,  he  might  quote  his 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Elland 
Divbion,  who  said — 

**  Nobody  would  desire  not  to  keep  out  cer- 
tain classes  of  those  aliens  mentioned  in  the 
schedule." 

His  hon.  friend  was  not  informed 
on  this  point.  Let  him  look  at  the 
evidence  given  before  the  Commission 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  London 
County  Council.  An  answer  given  to 
a  question  put  to  him  was  an  interesting 
example — he  said  it  from  no  want  of 
respect  to  that  distinguished  official — 
of  what  sort  of  position  hide-bound 
red-tapeism  led  a  man  to  take  up.  He 
asked  the  witness  whether  he  would  be 
willing  to  exclude  certain  persons  on  the 
ground  of  being  personally  diseased, 
and  the  witness  answered,  ''Certainly 
not."  He  next  asked  if  any  person 
suffering  from  a  contagious  disease  such 
as  ophthalmia  should  be  excluded,  and  the 
witness  replied,  **No,  certainly  not." 
He  went  further  and  asked  if  the 
witness  would  exclude  men  suffering 
from  a  loathsome  contagious  disease,  and 
again  the  reply  was,  **No."  Then 
he  asked  whether  the  exclusion  should 
apply  to  persons  suffering  from  any 
conceivable  disease,  and  the  reply  was 
that  it  should  not  apply  to  any  persons 
suffering  from  any  disease  that  existed 
in  this  country,  but  only  to  cases  of 
bubonic  plague  or  similar  diseases  that 
did  not  exist  here .  That  was  an  example 
of  the  extraordinary  attitude  taken  up 
by  certain  opponents  of  restriction. 

Looking  at    the    provisions   of    this 
Bill,     he     honestly    found    it    difficult 

Mr,  Norman. 


to  imderstand  the  attitude  of  anyone 
who  opposed  it.  Sorely  the  onus  of 
proof  ought  to  be  with  the  other 
side.  Why  should  England  alone 
receive  this  unrestricted  immigration,  a 
large  part  of  which  was  so  undesirable  ? 
He  made  these  rema^  with  the  convic- 
tion that  this  immigration  would  increase 
very  largely.  There  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever but  that  in  the  not  distant  fatore 
the  flood  of  these  undesirables  would 
increase  a  hundredfold,  unless  restricted. 
Why  should  we  alone  be  willing  to  receive 
them  ?  Why  should  we  alone  sufEer  from 
their  competition — ^in  so  many  cases  a 
very  unfortunate  competition!  Why 
should  we  alone  give  up  a  whole  quarter  of 
our  capital  city  to  them  ?  Why  should 
we  alone  be  compelled  to  employ  a  large 
proportion  of  our  crinunal  administra- 
tion to  deal  with  them?  And,  lastly, 
why  should  we  neglect  the  urgent  warn- 
ing of  almost  the  entire  body  of  metro- 
politan magistrates  ?  If  every  country 
received  its  share  of  these  alien  immi- 
grants it  would  be  our  bounden  duty 
to  accept  our  fair  share  of  the  burdens 
and  to  offer  a  helping  hand,  but  it 
did  not  seem  right  that  we,  and  our 
criminal  administration,  should  bear 
it  entirely  alone.  There  was  one  other 
point  which  had  not  occurred  to  some  of 
the  opponents  of  the  Bill,  and  that  was 
the  question  of  affording  these  aliens  an 
asylum  without  any  kind  of  questions 
being  asked.  Under  existing  circum- 
stances prosecution  or  persecution  of 
these  people  in  foreign  countries  wouU 
be  likely  to  continue,  but  if  the  refuge 
given  by  this  country  were  to  be  closed, 
it  would  compel  the  authorities  abroad 
to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  civilised 
opinion  and  to  do  something  at  home  to 
mend  matters.  It  had  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  restriction  could  not  be 
estimated  by  the  number  of  people 
actually  turned  back  at  the  ports  of 
landing,  and  that  there  were  thousands 
of  people  who  were  deterred  from 
starting  by  the  American  law.  Then, 
again,  the  House  should  remember 
that  we  were  sending  abroad  many  of 
the  best  classes  of  our  own  people. 
Whole  shiploads  of  our  skilled  mechanics 
emigrated  to  Canada,  and  if  we  con- 
tinued to  export  of  our  best,  and  to 
receive  the  worst  of  other  countries  it 
would  not  be   long   before   the   quality 
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of  our  own  people  would  be  seriously 
impaired  and  deteriorated.  For  the 
reasons  he  had  advanced,  he  would 
support  the  Bill,  although  he  could  not 
by  any  pieans  regard  it  as  a  perfect 
measure,  and  he  was  ready  to  justify  his 
action  before  any  meeting  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  country. 
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♦Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said  this 
was  a  subject  in  which  he  was  deeply 
interested  and  to  which  he  had  given  most 
anxious  thought.  He  had  approached 
the  question  without  any  feeling  of  bias, 
on  the  ground  that  a  number  of  persons 
who  might  be  restricted  from  landing  in 
this  country  might  be  persons  of  the 
community  to  which  it  was  his  pride  to 
belong.  He  had  approached  the  subject 
as  feir  as  he  could  from  the  economic 
point  of  view,  which  he  believed  to  be 
the  only  point  of  view  from  which  it 
should  be  approached,  and  from  which 
alone  it  could  be  properly  solved.  And 
let  him  say  that  he  had  not  been  thirteen 
years  in  that  House  without  knowing 
that  at  all  events  inside  those  walb 
there  was  not  a  suspicion  of  what  was 
called  an ti- Jewish  feeling  in  the  minds  of 
any  Member  of  that  House.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  such  an  entire  absence 
of  prejudice  against  his  community 
throughout  the  country.  He  believed 
there  was  in  several  places  what  wa^  to 
him,  and  what  he  believed  would/1>e  to 
many  hon.  Members,  an  unpleasanji  trace 
of  that  feeling,  and  he  thouglj^t  that 
feeling  had  been  fed,  if  it  had^ot  been 
absolutely  created,  by  the  i]aisleading 
statistics  which  had  been  diqiseminated 
throughout  the  country  1^  popular 
speakers  addressing  platfor|h  audiences. 
He  had  had  a  good  deal  oft  experience  of 
platform  audiences,  an(i  the  character 
and  style  of  speech*^  and  statistics 
which  were  address^  to  those  audiences. 
He  kneTN*  that  thejy  must  be  prepared  for  '  was  alone  any  guide  to  legislation,  and 


of  that,  because  it  was  the  last  subject 
on  which  he  should  go  for  enlightenment 
to  a  popular  meeting.  He  distinguished, 
however,  between  observations  made  in 
speeches  to  popular  audiences  and 
statistics  given  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons  by  the  head  of  a  great  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  one,  moreover,  who 
was  so  invariably  moderate  in  his 
language  and  accurate  in  his  statistics  as 
the  Home  Secretary.  Therefore  he  did 
regret  that  in  that  House,  with  his 
authority,  the  Home  Secretary  should 
have  given  currency  to  statistics  which 
were  not  shght  exaggerations,  but  had 
been  used  by  speaker  after  speaker  to 
exaggerate  actual  facts  by  1,000  per 
cent.  He  was  quite  sure  his  right  hon. 
friend  would  be  the  very  last  m^n  to 
mislead  the  House,  and  therefore  he 
should  look  with  great  interest  for 
his  explanation.  The  only  thing  that 
occurreii  to  him  was  that  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  had  totalled  up  the  monthly 
Returns,  which  his  hon.  friend  Dhe  Member 
for  Sheffield  was  very  fond  of  quoting, 
and  that  the  Home  Secretary  had  disre- 
garded the  warning  published  with  those 
Returns,  and  which  was  repeated  by  the 
Royal  Commission,  who  said  that  the 
net  increase  of  the  foreign  population  in 
this  country  of  all  classes  was,  in  1891, 
9,000,  and  in  1892,  8,800,  just  a  tenth 
part  of  what  was  represented.  There 
was  a  statement  in  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion Report  to  which  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Sheffield — 

''It  therefore  appears  that  the  number  of 
persons  shown  in  the  Retnm  as  being  alien 
immigrants  in  the  sense  above  mentioned  is  of 
little  yaloe  as  a  guide  to  the  number  of  aliens 
remaining  in  this  country." 


That  was 
alone  they 
and     that     was 


the   subject     into    which 

had     had      to     inquire, 

the     subject    which 


mi8representaty(5nB,  and  if  they  wanted 
correct  statijji^cs  they  certainly  did  not 
go  for  theny  to  a  popular  meeting  on 
Alien  Immftgration,  or  Chinese  Labour, 
or  Public/Education. 

Sir  Howard  VINCENT  :  Or  tarifE 
reform. 


*Mr 
form, 


i 


OHBN :    Or  even  on  tariff  re- 
e   was  glad    to    be    reminded 


to  giving  effect  to  the  diminution  of  the 
so-called  too  many  aliens  at  present  in 
this  country.  No  doubt  some  hon. 
Member  would  say— I  am  sure  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield  will 
say — "Even  taking  your  view,  an  increase 
of  7,000  aliens  in  a  year  is  too  many.'* 
It  seemed  to  him,  however,  that  7,000 
aliens  in  a  population  of  42,000,000  or 
43,000,000  was  an  item  which  was  not 
worth  considering.  The  total  foreign 
2  Q  2 
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population  of  this  country  was  only  five- 
eighths  per  cent.,  and  it  was  a  matter  that 
need  concern  them  but  little.  But  numbers 
was  not  the  only  ground  upon  which 
legislation  was  desired.  It  was  stated 
that  there  was  congestion  and  that  the 
immigrant's  displaced  native  labour  and 
added  considerably  to  the  numbers  of 
the  criminal  classes.  He  admitted  a 
state  of  congestion  both  deplorable  and 
discreditable  in  the  East  of  London,  but 
denied  that  it  was  greater,  or  even  so 
great,  as  in  other  parts  of  London  which 
were  not  affected  by  these  immigrants. 
He  knew  something  of  this  congestion, 
because  for  thirteen  years  he  was  president 
of  the  Jewish  Board  of  Guardians,  which 
had  struggled  day  after  day  and  year 
after  year  against  this  evil  and  which  had 
st  least  done  a  little  more  than  the  local 
authority  in  arresting  it.  But  when  they 
desired  to  cure  an  evil  they  should 
correctly  diagnose  the  cause,  and  in 
his  opinion  if  they  ousted  a  few 
immigrants  they  would  not  to  any 
appreciable  extent  alleviate  this  frightful 
overcrowding  in  many  parts  of  London, 
for  the  reason  that  they  were  not  the 
cause  of  it.  This  overcrowding  was 
caused  by  the  erection  of  factories, 
the  invasion  of  railways,  and  by  the 
difficulty  of  the  workpeople  to  find,  as^ 
they  must  do,  quarters  in  which  to  live 
near  their  work.  It  was  there  and  there 
only  must  they  seek  for  the  cause.  He 
did  not  consider  the  demolition  of  slum 
property  an  unmitigated  evil,  though  it 
took  away  a  great  deal  of  the  dwelling 
accommodation  of  these  people,  because 
it  got  rid  of  a  lot  of  insanitary  places. 

Majob  EVANS  GORDON  pointed  out 
that  one  of  the  most  important  witnesses 
before  the  Royal  Commission,  Mr.  Coun- 
cillor Lewis,  stated  that  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  large  industrial  dwellings 
counterbalanced  the  dislocation  caused 
by  the  erection  of  the  factories. 

♦Me.  speaker  said  the  question  of 
overcrowding  was  not  material  except 
in  so  far  as  it  was  alleged  to  be  caused 
by  the  pressure  of  aliens. 

*Mr.  COHEN  said  with  regard  to  the 
displacement  of  labour  it  was  not  disputed 
that  these  immigrants  had  created  an 
industry  which  did  not  before  exist  and 

Mr.  Cohen. 


had  not  therefore  caused  a  diminution 
in  the  scale  of  wages.  He  did  not  say 
that  some  of  them  did  not  live  in  a 
disreputable  way.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean 
had  shown  .that  they  had  increased 
the  exports  of  furniture,  boots,  and  ready- 
made  garments,  and  contributed  to  the 
prosperity  of  those  employed  in  those 
industries.  He  had  argued,  he  hoped 
temperately,  and  from  the  point  of  view 
of  numbers  cogently,  against  the  proposala 
of  this  Bill,  nevertheless,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  against  it,  for  the 
reason  that  it  sought  to  accomplish, 
though  he  doubted  of  its  doing  so,  an 
object  which  had  his  most  earnest  sup- 
port, namely,  to  keep  criminal  and  other 
dissolute  classes  out  of  this  country,  and 
any  Bill  that  tried  to  accomplish  that 
was  one  which  he  would  not  vote  against, 
however  much  he  might  differ  from  some 
of  its  provisions,  and  from  this  Bill  he 
differed  strongly  in  several  points  of 
method.  The  speeches  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
EUand  incorporated  one  Amendment, 
but  affirmed  two  points  which  he  did 
not  feel  able  to  support.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Elland  was  opposed  to 
making  poverty  a  reason  for  exclusion. 
He  could  not  conscientiously  support 
that  attitude.  During  the  time  he 
was  president  of  the  Jewish  Board  of 
Guardians  they  had  continuously  refused 
their  support  to  any  immigrants  who, 
after  bieing  here,  failed  to  find  any  means 
of  support.  Although,  as  the  House 
must  kn<}w,  these  people  were  not  cast 
on  the  public  rates,  the  Guardians  had 
always  set  their  face  against  those  who 
did  not  leaye  their  country  on  account 
of  persecution,  but  who  came  over  here 
to  Setter  themsfelves,  as  the  phrase  went, 
and  failed.  He\  could  not  therefore 
associate  himself  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Elland.  He  did  not  desire  those  to 
remain  who  could  not  maintain  them- 
selves and  whose  presence  in  this  country 
could  not  do  otherwise  thai^  add  to  the 
destitution  and  poverty  already  ^^^  rife. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  haS  opposed 
this  Bill  because  he  was  not^tisfied 
as  to  the  retention  of  the  privilege 
of  this  country  as  an  asyluni  to  the 
victims  of  persecution.  If  he  shared 
the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
he  would  vote  with  him  but  h^  did  not. 
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He  did  not  believe  it  possible  that  any 
Party  in  this  House  would  attempt  to 
withdraw  from  this  country  the  brightest 
jewel  in  its  crown,  and  to  reverse  the 
traditions  on  which  the  history  and  glory 
of  the  country  had  been  built.  He 
believed  the  greatest  protection  against 
any  such  attempt  would  always  be  found 
within  the  four  walls  of  the  British 
House  of  Commons. 

Mb.  *  STUART  SAMUEL  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Whitechapel),  speaking  as  a 
Jew,  thanked  the  House  for  the  sym- 
pathetic  reception  it  had  accorded  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  in  depreca- 
tion of  the  outrages  in  Russia  and  else- 
where; and  cordially  agreed  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  trace  of  anti- Jewish  feel- 
ing in  the  House,  nor,  speaking  generally, 
in  the  country  at  large.  The  President  of 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board,  in  opening 
his  speech,  said  he  hoped  to  make  out 
an  overwhelming  case  for  the  legislation 
now  proposed,  but  so  far  from  doing  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  failed  to 
make  out  any  case  at  all.  He  had  re- 
ferred to  the  evils  of  overcrowding. 
Everybody  would  be  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  things  being  remedied, 
but  it  could  not  be  said  that  that  over- 
crowding was  due  to  aliens.  According 
to  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
there  were  districts  inHolborn  where  the 
percentage  of  aliens  was  only  3*29  of  the 
population,  while  the  overcrowding  was 
34'2;  whereas  in  Whitechapel,  with  a 
percentage  of  aliens  of  18,  the  overcrowd- 
ing was  only  12  per  cent.  Therefore,  if 
the  Government  intended  to  proceed 
with  their  provisions  regarding  *' pro- 
hibited areas,"  they  ought  to  extend  the 
restriction  to  natives — a  proposal  which 
would  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment. 
If  a  Bill  of  this  kind  was  to  effect  any 
good  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  | 
relieve  a  certain  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation of  burdens  under  which  they 
now  suffered.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Stepney  had  referred  to 
the  matter  in  his  letter  to  The  Times  as 
though  thedestitute aliens  were  the  princi-  | 
pal  point  involved.  In  the  whole  of  Step- ' 
ney  the  total  number  of  cases  in  receipt  of  , 
Poor  Law  relief,  excluding  medical  relief, 
of  aliens  in  1901  was  526,  and  in  1902. 
521.  The  ratio  of  percentage  in  Stepney 
generally  was  7*9,  whereas,  among  aliens 


alone  it  was  only  3*7.  Moreover,  between 
1870  and  1900  the  decrease  in  Poor  Law  re- 
lief throughout  England  and  Wales  was  23 
per  cent.,  and  throughout  the  Metropolis 
19*5  per  cent.,  but  in  Whitechapel,  the 
centre  of  the  alien  population,  it  was 
60*8  per  cent. 

The  next  point  was  as  to  aliens 
being  the  propagators  of  disease. 
In  the  course  of  six  years,  no  fewer  than 
27,000  aliens  had  passed  through  the 
Poor  Jews  Temporary  Shelter  in 
Stepney,  and  there  had  been  only  one 
case  of  sickness.  That  was  surely  a 
remarkable  proof  of  the  healthiness  of 
those  who  arrived  on  these  shores. 
Further  testimony  was  afforded  by  the 
Jewish  Home  for  Incurables,  which  took 
out  of  the  workhouses  all  incurable  cases 
other  than  those  of  tuberculosis  and 
cancer.  The  total  number  of  patients 
at  present  in  that  institution  was  only 
fifty-five.  With  regard  to  workmen 
being  ousted  from  their  occupation  by 
aliens,  it  was  difficult  to  arrive  at  any 
conclusion  from  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Royal  Commission.  A  certain 
number  of  men  must  be  dbplaced  by 
any  competition,  but  he  submitted  that, 
as  the  aliens  were  largely  employed  in 
work  which  the  British  workmen  would 
not,  and  in  many  cases  were  not  adapted 
to  undertake,  the  competition  was  re- 
duced to  a  minimum.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  suggest 
that  the  BUI  might  be  modified  in  Com- 
mittee. If  the  Government  were  to 
reconsider  the  questions  of  the  prohibited 
areas,  and  of  whether  or  not  an  aUen 
was  a  suitable  person — a  point  which 
went  necessarily  beyond  the  purview  of 
any  official,  and  would  be  the  first  step 
towards  establishing  a  bureaucracy  in 
this  country — many  of  the  objections 
to  the  Bill  would  disappear.  Every  well- 
conducted  citizen  would  desire  to  see 
criminals  excluded  from  this  country, 
but  at  the  same  time  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  be  unjust  to  those  who  had 
the  same  right  to  trial  as  every  other 
person  in  the  land.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  see  their  way  to 
modify  at  any  rate  the  two  objection- 
able provisions  to  which  he  had  referred. 

♦Mr,  FORDE  S^RIDLEY  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.)  said  the  Amendment  whicli 
had  been  proposed  was  couched  in  very 
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mild  terms,  but  in  view  of  the  speeches 
to  which  the  House  had  listened,  he 
could  only  express  his  surprise  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  his  friends  had 
not  kept  their  Motion  in  the  stronger  form 
in  which  it  was  originally  drafted.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  ought  to  have  had  the 
courage  of  their  convictions,  and  opposed 
the  Bill  openly.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
in  explaining  why  he  did  not  divide  on 
the  First  Reading  of  the  measure,  said  it 
was  not  usual  to  take  a  division  on  that 
stage  of  a  Bill.  Nevertheless  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
recently  in  the  division  on  the  First 
Reading  of  the  Licensing  Bill. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DttKE :  I  did  not 
give  that  as  the  reason  but  as  a  reason. 
There  are  occasions  when  a  Bill  is  so  un- 
doubtedly objectionable  that  it  is  advis- 
able to  divide  against  it  upon  the  First 
Reading. 

♦Mr.  FORDE  RIDLEY  said  that  was 
the  only  reason  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
gave  why  he  did  not  divide  on  the  First 
Reading  of  this  Bill  and  he  said  it  was 
not  usual  when  he  had  not  seen  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill.  One  thing  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  referred  in  criticis- 
ing the  statistics  of  the  number  of  i^liens 
who  arrive  in  this  country,  was  the 
question  of  the  sailors.  He  referred  to  a 
large  number  of  sailors  being  included 
in  the  figures  which  had  been  quoted. 
He  had  taken  means  to  find  out  the 
number  of  sailors  included  in  those 
figures,  and  he  could  only  say  that  the 
result  of  his  investigations  had  been  that 
the  number  of  sailors  remained  stationary 
from  year  to  year.  Therefore  any  in- 
crease in  the  figures  could  not  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  of  sailors  being  in- 
cluded amongst  the  figures  given.  The 
figure  of  8,000  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  quoted  of  course  applied  to  the 
increase  and  the  increase  only,  and  it 
did  not  apply  to  the  total  number  of 
aliens,  although  from  the  way  the  figures 
had  been  used,  many  hon.  Members  might 
have  been  misled  into  thinking  that 
8,000  was  the  total  number.  Then  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  also  referred  to 
the  children  in  the  schools  and  to  the 
Jewish  boys  in  the  Board  schools  in  the 
EHst  End  of  London.  No  one  would 
be  more  ready   than  he  to   agree  that 
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I  Jewish  children  born  of  Jewish  parents, 

whether  they  lived  in  the  East  End  of 

I  London  or  any  other  part  of  the  country, 

I  were  really  good  specimens  of  humanity. 

I  They  were  British  subjects  because  they 

I  were  born  in  this  country,  and  he  believed 

I  they  grew  up  and  became  loyal    British 

I  subjects.    He  did  not  think  it  was  at  all 

I  necessary  for  them  to  emphasise  the  fact 

I  that    they   were   courageous   and  made 

I  thoroughly    good  English    citizens,    for 

I  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  referred   to 

'  that  matter    and    thus  introduced    the 

racial  question  into  the  discussion,  that 

was    something  which    he    very    much 

deplored.     He  knew  it  was  diflScult  and 

almost  impossible  to  keep  this  question 

out,    but    when    they    spoke    of      the 

opinion  of  the  Jew    and    the    Gentile 

and  made  statement  ?  as  to  what  the 

opinion  was  of  a  Jewish  child  as  such,  he 

thought  that  it  was  only  fair  that  they 

should  always  bear  in  mind  that  whatever 

the  Press  might  say — and  the  right  hon. 

Baronet  had  referred  to  most  unfortunate 

letters  and  statements  which  had  been 

published    wherein    the  Jews    as  Jews 

[  had  been   adversely  criticised,  and   the 

j  character  of  themselves  and  their  children 

I  also  called  into   question — he    thought 

I  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  do 

I  them  the  credit,  at   any  rat«,  that  on 

I  this  side   of  the  House  they  had  done 

all  they  could    to  prevent    this  ques- 

I  tion  being  imported  into  the  discussion. 

I  These  scurrilous  suggestions  and  abomin- 

I  able  publications  were  in  no  way  owing 

to  any  action,   or   words   which    they 

I  had  given  expression  to,  either  in  this 

I  House  or  outside  upon  the  platform.    He 

I  would  remind  the  right   hon.   Baronet 

I  before  he  passed  from  this  point  that  if 

,  these  complaints  were  made  he  should 

recollect  what  a  very  great   influence  the 

'  Jewish  community  could  claim  to  have 

I  upon  the  British  Press  and  what  a  very 

I  large   control  they   possessed    over   the 

j  newspaper  industry  in  this  great  city. 

'      The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member    for 

I  the  EUand  Division  referred  to  what  he 

called  the  very  slight  rise  in   criminal 

I  convictions.     Was  he  aware  that  from 

I  the  year  1900  to  1903  there  were  no  less 

I  than  13,000  convicts,  or  an  increase  of  50 

I  per  cent,  in  the  occupants  of  our  prisons  ? 

That  is  to  say  that  in  the  four  years 

from  1899  to  1903  no  less  than  13,000 

criminals  were  detained  in  His  Majesty's 
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prisons,  and  the  cost  of  this  large  criminal 
class  was  not  less  than  £30,(^  a  year. 
Hon.  Members  would  see  that  this  was 
not  a  slight  matter  and  it  was  not  a 
slight  rise  in  criminal  convictions.  These 
criminal  statistics  were  so  grave  a 
matter  that  they  alone  would  be  I 
sufficient  to  justify  His  Majesty's ' 
Qovemment  in  taking  some  steps  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  evil.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  admitted  the  overcrowding, 
but  other  hon.  Members  who  had  spoken 
had  attributed  overcrowding  to  other 
causes  than  the  influx  of  aliens,  and 
had  suggested  that  the  question  could 
be  dealt  with  by  the  local  authorities 
without  the  intervention  of  Parliament. 
If  there  was  one  advantage  in  a  measure 
such  as  this,  it  was  that  it  went  to  the 
root  of  the  matter,  and  once  and  for  all 
removed  the  cause  which  had  had  such 
a  disastrous  efEect  on  overcrowding.  The 
rector  of  Spitalfields,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis, 
who  of  all  men  in  London,  or  in  the  East 
End  of  London  at  any  rate,  knew  this 
question  to  the  backbone,  said — 

**  In  regard  to  overcrowding,  they  are  content 
to  pay  an  exorbitant  rent  because  of  having 
secured  rooms,  and  they  intend  to  live  under 
forbidden  conditions.  The  landlord  known  this 
when  he  lets  the  house  to  the  tenant,  because 
the  rent  he  is  to  receive  compels  him  to  know 
it.  The  tenant  knows  it  when  he  takes  the 
house  with  the  intention  of  subletting  so  as  at 
least  to  live  rent  free,  and  the  sub-tenant  knows 
that  the  taking  of  a  lodger  or  two  in  their 
rooms  will  not  be  forbidden." 

These  are  the  words  of  the  rector  of 
Spitalfields,  and  no  stronger  words  could 
be  used  to  show  what  the  effect  of  this 
overcrowding  was,  and  how  it  did  really 
succeed  in  forcing  up  the  rents  in  those 
parts  of  London  where  the  poor  congre- 
gated, and  where  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  pay  what  was  absolutely  pro- 
hibitive and  unfair.  The  result  of  this 
had  been  that  large  numbers  of  the 
British  population  had  been  turned  out 
of  those  neighbourhoods  in  which  it  was 
absolutely  essential  that  they  should  live 
in  order  that  they  might  be  near 
their  work.  He  was  sorry  he  did  not 
see  the  hon.  Member  for  Whitechapel 
in  his  place,  but  he  kaew,  if  any 
one  knew,  what  an  over-congested 
district  was,  and  what  overcrowding  was. 
He  represented  a  constituency  which 
was  entirely  alien,  and  where  they 
would      hardly       see       the       English 


language      written     either      in      news- 
papers,   posters,    or    timetables,     or  in 
any   other  printed   matter,   but   where 
Yiddish  was  the  universal  language  and 
where   they  might  just  as   well  be  in 
Palestine  as  in  London.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the   Member    for    Wolver- 
hampton   had    spoken    weighty    words 
upon   this  question   and   the    effect  it 
had  had  upon  the  working  classes,  and 
he  knew  this   question  thoroughly,  for 
he  had  travelled  widely.    He  was  him- 
self a  member  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
and  had  himself  studied  and  investigated 
all  the  evidence  that  was  brought  before 
the  Royal  Commission.     The  standard 
of  living  was   undoubtedly   lowered  by 
the      ir^ux      of      these      unfortunate 
creatures.       Their     standard     of     life 
was   of    course   entirely     different     to 
that  which    was   adopted   by  our  own 
fellow-countrymen,    and      he     believed 
there    was    not   an    hon.    Member    in 
this  House,  on  whichever  side  he  might 
sit,  who  would  desire  to  see  the  working 
classes  of  their  great  city  forced  to  live 
under    such    conditions    as   did    these 
unfortunate     aUens.       By     the     very 
;  state     in    which     they     arrived     they 
must   of    necessity    fall    a    ready   prey 
to  the  sweater,  for  they  could  do  nothing 
else.     At  the  very  most  they  had  a  few 
shillings  at  their  command,  and  it  was 
a  notorious  fact  that  as  soon  as  they 
arrived  in  this  country  they  were  preyed 
upon — he  was  afraid  generally  by  mem- 
bers  of    their    own   community  —  and 
sweated,   and   they   had  to   work  long 
hours   day   and  night  for  a  starvation 
!  wage   on   which    no    British   workman 
could  possibly  live  and  support  a  wife 
and  family.     This  was  a  shocking  state 
of  things,   and  although  they   had  had 
i  Committees  and  Commissions  on  sweat- 
ing, they  stillhad sweating  with  them;  and 
j  if  they  were  ever  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
disgraceful  state  of  things  which  existed 
in  the  large  overcrowded  cities,  it  could 
only  be  by  going  to  the  fountain  head, 
and  cutting  off  the  supply  of  these  un- 
fortunate people,  who  came  here  without 
I  any  visible  means  of  subsistence,  without 
a  knowledge  of  the  language,  and  who 
became  a  prey  to  unscrupulous  employers 
who  desired  to  enrich  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  these  unfortunate  people. 

There  was  one  other  point  in  regard  to 
the  question  which  had  not  been  referred 
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to  by  other  speakers,  and  that  was  the 
effect  this  was  haying  in  certain  districts, 
and  especially  in  East  London,  upon  Son- 
day  observance.  It  was  a  most  deplor- 
able thing  that  Sunday  should  not  only  be 
turned  into  a  day  of  ordinary  commerce 
like  any  other  day  of  the  week,  but  that 
it  should  be  the  day  on  which  of  all  others 
there  should  be  more  business  done  both 
in  the  streets  and  in  the  shops,  and  on 
which  the  people  of  whole  neighbourhoods 
came  out  m  their  thousands  to  do  their 
business.  Not  only  did  these  aliens 
make  it  a  day  of  business  themselves,  but 
they  compelled,  by  the  unfair  competi- 
tion thus  set  up,  those  who  would  like 
to  spend  Simday  as  a  day  of  rest  to 
open  their  places  of  business  in  self 
defence  in  order  that  they  might  not 
lose  their  trade.  He  thought  that  was  a 
point  that  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in 
connection  with  this  question.  He 
desired  to  express  his  thanks  to  the 
Government  for  having  introduced  this 
Bill.  He  would  just  like  to  say  that  it 
did  seem  strange  that  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  but  a  few 
weeks  ago  were  expressing  themselves  in 
the  most  violent  language  against  the 
introduction  of  alien  labour  into  the 
Transvaal  should  this  afternoon  be  found 
expressing  themselves  in  equally  violent 
terms  in  favour  of  introducing  alien 
labour  into  their  own  country.  Note  the 
difference  in  the  two  cases.  In  the 
colony  where  they  so  much  objected  to 
the  immigration  of  alien  labour  it  was 
admitted  that  there  was  a  great  dearth 
of  labour,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony  that  there 
should  be  some  means  of  stimulating 
industry,  whereas  it  was  admitted,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  in  this  country  the  un- 
skilled labour  market  was  so  overcrowded 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  our  own 
people  to  find  a  subsistence.  That  was  a 
strange  anomaly,  and  one  worthy  of  con- 
sideration when  they  thought  of  the  great 
agitation  supported  by  hon.  and  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  regarding  the 
introduction  of  Chinese  labour  into  the 
Transvaal. 

He  hoped  that  this  measure  would 
receive  the  support  not  only  of  Mem- 
bers on  that  side  of  the  House,  but 
also  of  a  great  many  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side,  for,  after  all,  it  was 
not  a  Party  question.    It  was  a  question 
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which  was  outside  ordinary  politics^ 
It  was  one  which  seriously  affected  the 
welfare  of  the  working  classes  of  this 
country.  There  was  one  suggestion  he 
would  make  to  the  right  hen.  Gentle* 
man  the  Home  Secretary.  He  should 
be  only  too  pleased  if  he  would  add  & 
provision  to  the  Bill  that  the  fines  im» 
posed  by  the  local  magistrates  should  go 
in  relief  of  the  local  rates,  and  not  ta 
the  Metropolitan  Fund.  That  would 
assist  those  who  were  anxious  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  overcrowding.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
give  that  matter  his  careful  consideration. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Fife  referred  to  the  obtidning  of 
proof  as  to  whether  immigrants  who 
arrived  in  this  country  had  a  visible 
means  of  subsistence.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  necessary  to  worry  themselves  about 
any  question  of  that  kind.  Surely  the 
onus  of  proof  should  be  thrown  upon  the 
immigrant  himseli  Why  should  the 
authorities  be  put  to  any  trouble  to 
obtain  that  information?  It  was 
because  he  beUeved  this  was  a  wise  and 
comprehensive  measure,  and  one  which 
would  deal  with  a  grave  and  admitted 
evil,  and  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible 
benefit  to  the  working  classes  of  this 
country,  that  he  would  support  the 
Second  Reading. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham. 
lets.  Poplar)  said  he  was  one  of  the  few- 
en  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  who» 
though  he  did  not  altogether  agree  with 
theJBill  as  it  stood,  intended  to  give  it 
support  on  the  Second  Reading.  Although 
he  represented  an  East  End  constituency, 
it  was  one  which  had  practically  none 
of  the  aUens  of  the  class  in  question. 
Therefore  he  was  entirely  free  in  regard 
to  that  matter.  Knowing  something  of 
the  East  End  he  felt  bound  to  vote  for 
this  Bill,  because  he  believed  that  the 
evils  arising  from  the  ever-increasing 
importation  of  aliens  was  doing  an 
immense  amount  of  damage  to  the 
working  classes  in  that  part  of  London. 
A  great  deal  that  had  been  said  regarding 
the  Bill  exaggerated  its  scope  and  import- 
ance. To  his  mind  it  was  not  a  BiU  that 
would  keep  out  all  aliens,  nor  did  he 
think  that  was  the  intention  of  it.  He 
supported  it  because  he  believed  that  if 
it  was   administered  in  a  proper  spirit 
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it  woald  do  much  to  disoriminate  between 
those  who  proved  most  undesirable 
additions  to  overcrowded  districts  and 
those  who,  for  political  reasons,  sought 
an  asylum  in  England.  He  was  quite 
sure  that  no  man  in  the  House  had  any 
racial  or  sectarian  feeling  in  this  matter. 
They  desired  to  deal  with  it  on  economic 
grounds,  and  not  with  respect  to  the 
race,  language,  or  nation  of  the  immi- 
grants. A  great  deal  had  been  said 
against  the  Bill,  especially  by  the  mover 
of  the  Amendment,  in  regard  to  the 
right  of  asylum.  He  did  not  think  any- 
body believed  that  the  right  of  asylum 
should  be  invalidated  in  any  way  at  all. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  when  he  said  that  this 
Bill,  like  previous  Bills,  would  be  adminis- 
tered with  common  sense,  and  wliile  it 
would  keep  out  those  who  formed  the 
great  exodus  from  Eastern  nations,  he 
hoped  it  would  in  no  sense  prevent  the 
real  political  refugee  from  taking  refuge 
in  this  country. 

jHis  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  East  Fife  made  a  great  deal  of 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  aliens 
living  in  this  country  was  small  as 
compared  with  the  whole  population, 
and  that  the  annual  immigration  was 
not  very  extensive  in  actual  numbers. 
He  did  not  deny  it  for  a  moment.  No- 
body would  deny  that  if  the  annual 
influx  of  aliens  was  scattered  over  all 
localities  there  would  be  no  grievance, 
and  that  the  Bill  would  be  unnecessary. 
But  they  all  knew  that  the  difficulty 
arose  from  the  fact  that  there  was  con- 
gestion of  population  in  certain  districts. 
He  was  not  himself  concerned  to  dispute 
the  question  of  figures.  He  thought  the 
figures  given  by  some  of  the  speakers 
were  ludicrously  small  both  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  aliens  in  the  country 
and  the  annual  addition  which  was  taking 
place.  What  the  Commission  said  in 
their  Report  made  it  quite  clear  that  the 
numbers  now  were  much  in  excess  of 
those  in  previous  years,  and  that  they 
were  likely  to  show  not  a  diminution 
but  an  increase.  There  had  been  a  great 
deal  of  historical  reference  to  the  immi- 
grants who  came  here  in  past  times,  but 
they  were  on  a  totally  diflerent  plane 
from  the  class  of  immigrants  to  whom 
they  were  now  referring.  It  was  not 
a  question  of  what  happened  100  or  200 


years  ago.  It  was,  unfortunately,  a 
question  of  the  last  twenty,  and  especi- 
ally the  last  ten,  years.  The  kind  of 
immigration  had  entirely  altered,  and 
in  his  opinion  it  was  much  more  objection- 
able  now  than  it  was  before.  There 
were,  however,  two  very  serious  blots 
on  the  Bill  he  would  assist  in  removing 
in  Committee.  Far  too  much  unre- 
stricted power  was  given  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  the  provisions  for  dealing 
with  the  housing  question  were  almost 
ludicrous.  The  principal  objections  to 
the  unrestricted  influx  of  aliens  arose 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  last  few  years 
they  had  come,  not  from  the  Western 
countries  from  which  in  days  gone  by 
our  industries  had  received  assistance, 
but  they  came  in  increasing  numbers 
from  Eastern  Europe,  and  were  in  religion, 
blood,  character,  social  habits,  and  politi- 
cal ideas,  antagonistic  to  British  feeling. 
Taking  the  figures  given  in  the  Report 
for  1893,  compared  with  last  year,  the 
total  immigration  of  Poles  and  Russians 
had  increased  from  8,000  to  28,000, 
while  the  immigration  of  Germans, 
French,  Norwegians,  and  Italians  had  all 
diminished.  That  was  a  very  significant 
fact.  The  increase,  so  far  as  it  went, 
was  of  the  worst  class  of  aliens,  while  the 
better  class  of  immigrants  was  decreasing. 

There  was  another  point  which'^bad  Snot 
yet  been  made  by  any  previous  speaker. 
They  were  told  that  the  very  large 
number  of  these  immigrants  to  this 
country  were  only  in  transit  to  America. 
That  was  perfectly  true,  but  what  did  it 
mean  ?  The  bulk  of  the  immigrants  had 
through  tickets  for  America ;  and  a  very 
large  number  besides,  as  soon  as  they 
could  save  enough  money,  also  went  to 
America.  That  was  to  say,  all  the  best 
and  most  enterprising  of  these  im- 
migrants went  to  America,  and  it  was 
the  refuse  of  the  refuse  of  East  Europe 
that  remained  in  this  country.  That 
was  a  point  of  great  importance.  A 
great  deal  was  talked  about  American 
competition,  but  if  America  was  to  be 
our  great  competitor,  surely  it  was  not 
desirable  that  America  should  obtain  the 
best  alien  immigrants  and  leave  the 
worst  for  this  country.  This  was  not 
a  question  of  thtt  whole  country  ;  it  was 
a  question  of  localities,  of  the  increase 
of   pressure,  and  the  congestion   which 
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was  taking  place  in  ceitain  areas 
throughout  London.  In  1861  the 
foreign  population  of  the  Borough  of 
Whitechapel  was  7*7  per  cent.  ;  in  1881 
it  had  risen  to  13  per  cent. ;  and  at  the 
present  time,  according  to  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  was  37  per  cent 
That  surely  whs  a  very  serious  matter 
for  that  part  of  London.  But  that  was 
not  the  worst  of  it.  The  foreign  aliens 
were  gradually  absorbing  fresh  streets 
and  fresh  localities.  Some  connections 
of  his  own  who  were  in  business 
in  the  East  End  of  London  twenty 
years  ago,  built  a  street  of  houses 
for  their  workmen.  At  that  time  the 
alien  immigration  was  limited  and  for 
many  years  they  tried  to  resist  it,  but  at 
the  present  moment  there  was  not  a 
single  workman  in  these  houses,  and  the 
street  was  full  of  Polish  and  Russian 
Jews.  That  showed  how  alien  immigra- 
tion was  spreading  gradually  over  the 
East  of  London,  and  absorbing  street 
after  street.  They  had  heard  something 
that  afternoon  in  regard  to  the  housing 
question.  That  was  one  of  the  most 
difficult  problems  which  had  to  be  faced. 
The  London  County  Council  had  gone  to 
great  expense  in  dealing  with  the  housing 
question,  and  at  the  present  moment  in 
their  model  dwellings  in  Boundary  Street 
no  less  than  24  per  cent,  of  the  residents 
were  aliens.  He  objected,  as  a  rate- 
payer in  London,  being  called  upon  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  providing  model  dwell- 
ings for  the  unhoused  population  of  the 
East  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of 
wages,  his  hon.  friend  had  endeavoured 
very  much  to  minimise  it ;  that  was  to 
say,  his  hon.  friend  contended  that 
the  pressure  on  wages,  sweating,  and 
the  conditions  of  employment  could  be 
dealt  with  in  another  way  and  that  it 
did  not  increase  in  regard  to  particular 
trades.  In  some  respects  he  endorsed  his 
hon.  friend's  argument.  But  it  was 
obvious  that  the  Russians  and  Poles, 
coming  to  this  country  illiterate, 
ignorant  of  our  language,  and  penniless, 
were  bound  to  be  the  victims  of  the 
sweater,  and,  moreover,  the  conditions  of 
life  and  labour  to  which  they  had  been 
accustomed  in  the  Ghetto  were  such  that 
the  pittance  which  the  sweater  gave 
seemed  to  them  a  satisfactory  and  reason- 
able wage.    They  had  had  a  good  deal 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxton. 


of  queer  economics  of  late,  but  it  was 
new  to  him  that  when  within  a  particular 
and  somewhat  restricted  trade,  there  was 
an  enormous  influx  of  cheap  labour  that 
would  not  have  a  serious  effect  in  break- 
ing down  the  rate  of  wages  in  that  trade ! 
He  agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Fore<«t  of  Dean  that  more 
might  be  done  by  factory  legislation  to 
deal  with  sweating ;  but  that  did  not  go 
far  enough.  If  they  could  get  rid  of  one 
reason  for  the  existence  of  the  sweating 
system,  they  would  increase  the  likeli- 
hood of  other  legislation  being  successf  oL 
In  regard  to  the  practicability  of  dealing 
with  this  question,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  show  that  tiiere  was  really  a 
very  strong  case  for  dealing  with  it, 
not  by  way  of  absolute  exclusion 
but  by  discrimination,  and  by  discourag- 
ing undesirable  aliens  coming  to  this 
country  at  all. 

They  had  been  told,  especially 
by  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  East  Fife,  that  the  scope  of 
this  Bill  had  been  very  much  exfiggerated, 
that  all  that  was  wanted  was  to  lay  down 
the  legal  proposition  that  we  would  not 
have  undesirable  aliens.  That  had  been 
done  in  the  United  States,  and  it  came 
out  very  clearly  in  the  Report  that  the 
result  was,  not  that  many  aliens  were 
excluded  from  America — only  300  were 
sent  back  last  year — but  that  at  the 
source  from  which  aliens  were  shipped, 
there  was  a  filtering  process  which  kept 
back  those  who  were  not  likely  to  fulfil 
the  requirements  of  the  American  law. 
He  did  not  think  himself  that  our  position 
was  exactly  the  same.  At  present  there 
was  every  inducement  to  the  alien  to 
come  to  this  country  when  he  was  driven 
out  of  his  own  by  persecution,  conscrip- 
tion, or  by  distress.  His  friends  en- 
couraged him,  and  sent  assistance  to  him 
to  come  here  wher^)  he  could  obtain  a 
good  rate  of  wages.  Again,  the  cheap- 
ness and  the  faciUties  of  the  means  of 
transit  had  enormously  increased  of  1  ite 
years.  It  was  absolutely  the  interest  of 
the  steamship  companies  to  get  as  many 
of  these  aliens  as  passengers  as  they 
could,  because  there  was  no  liability  on 
them  at  all.  If  this  Bill  passed,  and  the 
general  principle  was  accepted,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  position  would  be 
reversed.  The  undesirable  alien  would 
be    discouraged    from    coming    by  the 
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stringent  regulations  governing  his  ad- 
mission, and  the  steamship  companies 
\vould  have  an  enormous  inducement  to 
select  only  the  best  class  of  immigrants, 
in  the  knowledge  that,  if  they  brought 
any  who  were  undesirable,  they  woiJd  be 
under  the  obligation  to  carry  them  back 
to  the  port  whence  they  came.  It  was 
rather  curious  to  learn  from  the  Report 
that  at  Hamburg  there  were  now  two 
descriptions  of  emigrants — ^those  for 
America,  and  those  coming  to  this 
country.  Both  were  under  control,  but 
the  shipping  companies  discriminated 
between  them.  The  former  were  care- 
fully selected  before  being  despatched, 
while  i^e  latter  were  not ;  and  it  was  not  | 
too  much  to  say  that  some  who  were  , 
rejected  as  imfit  for  America  were  sent 
over  to  England. 

There  was  great  exaggeration  in  regard 
to  the  difficulty  of  carrying  o  ut  this  legisla  - 
tion.  There  were  practically  only  seven 
ports  in  this  country  at  which  immigrants 
arrived,  and  only  four  from  which  they 
<^ame.  Three  of  the  seven  ports  might  be 
left  altogether  out  of  account.  Hull  and 
■Grimsby  were  merely  ports  of  transit,  so 
that  Leith,  London,  and  Newhaven  were 
the  only  ports  which  would  have  to  be 
looked  after  in  regard  to  administration 
when  the  BUI  passed.  No  less 
than  74  per  cent,  came  to  London 
from  Bremen,  Hamburg,  and  Libau. 
There  were  practically  only  eleven 
steamers  a  week  which  brought  these 
immigrants;  so  that  the  administra* 
tion  of  the  Bill  would  be  restricted  to  a 
comparatively  few  places  and^  a  few 
ships,  and  could  be  carried  out 
without  the  stupendous  difficulties 
that  had  been  suggested  by  his 
hon.  friends.  He  had  to  consider 
what  to  do  on  this  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  as  the  Amendment  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  to  the  terms  of  which  he  did 
not  strongly  object  and  with  part  of  which 
he  thoroughly  agreed,  was  a  hostile 
Amendment  which  if  carried,  would 
•destroy  the  Bill,  he  could  not  see  his  way 
to  vote  for  it,  though  he  should  not  vote 
against  it.  He  dhould  certainly  vote  for 
the  Second  Readmg  of  the  Bill  which,  in 
his  opinion,  contained  the  right  principle 
and  to  which  he  trusted  improvements  in 
detail  would  be  made  in  Committee. 

♦Mb.    peel    (Manchester,    S.)    said 
that  in  one  sense  the  Bill  had  been  very 


vigorously  dealt   with  by  Members  on 
the  other  side.     Those  who  had  listened 
to  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Wolverhampton  and  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Poplar  Division  of  the 
Tower  Hamlets  would  be  relieved  of  any 
anxiety  they  had  in  supporting  the  Bill. 
It  was  quite  true  that  a  very  different 
speech  was  heard  from   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Fife^hire, 
but  he  by   no    means  showed  a   very 
close    acquaintance    with    the    subject, 
which  he  treated  in  far  too  comfortable 
and  far  too  easy  a  fashion.     They  not 
only  wanted  to  establish  some  kmd  of 
filter  for  aliens  who   came  from  other 
countries,  but  they    wished  to  prevent 
the  backflow  into  this  country  of  that 
particular  class  of  aliens  who  had  been 
rejected  by    the    restrictive    legislation 
of  other  countries.      It    was  admitted 
that  they  had  the  right,  if  they  liked,  to 
prohibit  altogether,  or  to  restrict,  the 
immigration  of  aliens  into  this  country. 
What  they  had  to  decide,  looking  at  all 
the  facte  of  the  case,  and  not  looking 
only  to  the  welfare  of  these  aliens  in 
other  countries,  was  whether  unrestricted 
immigration  was  or  was  not  an  advantage 
I  to  this  country.     He  had  no  objection 
of  any  kind  to  the  mere  coming  in  of 
I  Jews,  and  he  thought  it  was  rather  un- 
I  fortunate  that    the    subject  was  raised 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  because  this  was  a 
much  broader  question  than  that  of  anti- 
Semitic  feeling  on  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  said  the  objection  to  aliens  was 
based.    If  they  examined  the  principal 
trades  in  which  these  aliens  were  em- 
ployed   when     they     came    into     this 
country  they  would  find,  on  the  evidence 
of    the  leaders  in  those  trades,  that  it 
was  not  in  the  more  skilful  branches,  but 
mainly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  unskilled 
portions  that  they  were  employed.     In 
some    cases,   owing    to   the  low    wages 
which  they  accepted,    the  aliens  could 
produce    work  more    cheaply    than     it 
could    be  done  by  the    improved  pro- 
cesses   and   new    machines   which    had 
been  introduced.     Could  anybody  point 
to  any  new  process  or  to  any  new  trade 
which  had  been  introduced  in  the  last 
twenty  years  by  aliens  ?     Several  claims 
had  been  set  up  on  their  behalf,  but  in 
the  case  instanced    of  th^  ic^iy-made 
clothing  trade,  and  the  cigarette-making 
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trade,  they  could  not  claim  the  credit  J 
for  their  initiation.      The  n?08t  impor- ' 
tant  ground  on  which  support  should  be  { 
given  to  the  Bill  was  the  necessity  of  j 
keeping  up  the  standard  of  living  in  this  I 
country.  The  difficulty  of  administer  ins; 
factory    laws     and     of     enforcing    the ' 
sanitary    regulations    was    enormously 
aggravated     by    the    concentration    in 
particular  parts   of    towns     of    people  i 
who   knew  nothing   at  all  about  these 
things.        Their    whole      standard      of  | 
living,   in    fact,   was    entirely    different  | 
from     that      of      the    people     among 
whom  they   took    up    their  residence.  ; 
In  considering  this  question  the   House ' 
was  bound  to  pay  regard  to  the  effect  that 
this  state  of    things    would  have,   by 
lowering  the  standard  of  living  generally, 
on  the  health  of  the  people,  and,  in  the 
long  run,  on  the  industrial  superiority 
of  this  country. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


EVENING  SITTING.  \ 

ALIENS   BILL.  I 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  I 
Debate  on  Amendment  [25th  April]  to 
Question  L25th  April],  *<  That  the  Bill  be  i 
now  read  a  second  time." 

Which  Amendment  was — 

'*  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word  I 
'  That,*  in  order  to  add  the  words  *  this  House,  I 
boIdiDg  that  the  evils  of  low-priced  alien  labour 
can  beist  be  met  by  legislation  to  prevent  | 
sweatinff,  desires  to  assure  itself,  before  assent- 1 
ing  to  the  Aliens  Bill,  that  sufficient  regard  is 
had  in  the  proposed  measure  to  the  retention  I 
of  the  principle  of  asylum  for  the  victims  of ; 
persecution."   — {Sir  Cnarles  Dilke.)  , 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

^Mr.  peel,  continuing  his  speech,  said  j 
he  wished  to  turn  to  another  aspect  of  j 
the  controversy,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  seriously  denied  that  a  large  { 
amount  of  the  competition  of  these  aliens  | 
was  in  respect  of  the  lower  kinds  of  labour.  | 
That  had  been  admitted  by  many  of  the 
witnesses  who  had  given  evidence  before  I 
the  RoyalCommiBsion,althougha  different  j 
story  was  told  by  a  Mr.  Lyons.  Secretary  I 

Mr,  Peel 


to  the  Society  of  Garment  Makers,  who 
maintained  that  these  aliens  were  mostly 
employed  in  what  might  be  called  the 
middle  class  of  work,  and  not  in  the 
poorest  and  worst  kind.  The  point  was 
worth  making,  because  it  had  been  con- 
tended that  we  were  undersold  by  these 
cheaper  goods  from  abroad.  Very  often 
these  goods  were  only  cheaper  in  appear- 
ance, because  they  were  made  of  inferior 
materials—in  fact,  they  were  shoddy. 
These  goods  were  mostly  made  for  ex- 
port. But  he  thought  there  was  in  some 
foreign  markets  a  reaction  against  shoddy 
goods  sent  to  them,  let  him  say 
from  Germany;  but  British  goods,  by 
their  excellence  of  manufacture  and  better 
stability,  had  been  undoubtedly  winning 
their  way  in  foreign  markets.  The  cheap 
and  shoddy  goods  that  were  made  by 
aliens  and  exported  were  not  altogether 
a  good  thing  for  our  name ;  it  was  not  well 
that  such  gocds  should  be  associated  with 
our  exports.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
as  to  the  horrible  misery  inflicted  by 
sweating  in  connection  with  aUen  labour, 
and  the  way  in  which  it  had  been 
increased  by  unrestricted  entrance  of 
foreign  labour ;  but  that,  after  all, was  only 
a  contributory  cause,  and  to  restrict  the 
immigration  of  these  aUens  was  after  all 
only  one  of  the  methods  of  dealing 
with  the  matter.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  question  might  not  be  dealt  with 
by  the  increased  stringency  of  faictory 
legislation,  but  the  idea  of  putting  down 
home  work  was  almost  impossible  of 
reaUsation.  He  pointed  out  the  difficul- 
ties involved  in  the  inspection  of  small 
factories  run  by  aliens,  and  contended 
that  even  without,aliens  something  of  this 
sweating  would  go  on,  but  the  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  it  was  enormously  in- 
creased and  enhanced  by  the  con- 
tinuous immigration  of  these  aliens 
who,  by  their  ignorance  of  our  lan- 
guage, lack  of  skill,  and  want  of  know- 
ledge of  this  country,  were  in  more  danger 
of  being  made  the  victims  of  sweating 
to  a  greater  degree  than  the  people  of 
this  country. 

As  to  the  trades  unions,  some  figures  had 
been  quoted  by  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean,  but  if  examined  into  it  woukl  be 
seen  how  almost  impossible  it  would  be 
to  rely  upon  them.  Mr.  Llewellyn  Smith 
had  shown  that  even  in  cases  where  the 
wages  in  all  the  different  sub-divisions  of 
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a  trade  had  increased,  it  might  happen 
that  owing  to  a  change  in  the  proportion 
of  skilled  and  unskilled  labour,  the  total 
wages  might  have  decreased.     Moreover, 
the  figures  could  not  be  gathered  from 
trade  unions  and  large  employers.    The 
sweaters  very,  naturally  did  not  make 
any    return.     The     hon.    Member    for 
Battersea    would   bear    him  out   when 
he  said  the  trades  in  which  aliens  were 
employed   were  little  organised  from  a 
trade  union  point  of  view.   That  was  a  fact 
which  he  considered  it  very  important  to 
bear  in  mind  in  estimating  the  value  of 
the  figures  quoted  so  confidently  by  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean.     Those 
figures  must,  he  held,  be  subject  to  many 
deductions.    Alien  immigration  retarded 
the  work  of  trade  unions  in  raising  the 
standard  of  living,  and  it  also  had  a  very 
serious  effect    in    lowering    wages    and 
producing    overcrowding,    the    evils    of 
which  had  to  be  remedied  at  the  cost  of 
the  ratepayer.    A  higher  standard  of  life 
in  the  East  End  of  London  was  rendered 
almost  impossible  owing  to  the  continuous 
influx  of  these  aliens.    The  Bill  was  not 
intended  to  exclude,  but  to   sift  alien 
immigrants.    He  sympathised  with  the 
feeding  that  we  had  established  for  our- 
selves   a    name     and    reputation     for 
allowing    everybody   to    come    to    this 
country,  but  that  reputation  should  not 
be  earned  at  the   expense  of  our  own 
people,  and  he  thought  it  better  to  do 
something  to  promote  the  real  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  the  poor  than  to  main- 
tain a  tradition  of  unrestricted  entry  the 
price  of  which  was  the  degradation  of  our 
towns. 

Mr.  ATHBRLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.)  said  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  had  said  he  would  not  lightly 
violate  the  tradition  of  which  this 
country  was  so  justly  proud,  and  his  only 
reason  for  so  doing  was  that  the  urgency 
had  become  so  great  that  it  was  necessary 
to  afford  protection  to  our  own  people. 
But  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  he  considered,  remained 
unanswered.  He  regretted  that  any 
vote  on  that  side  of  the  House  should  be 
given  against  the  most  cherished  tradition 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  and  he  hoped  that, 
notwithstanding  the  opinions  expressed 
.  in  debate,  the  Liberal  Party  would  be 
officially  represented  in  the  division .     He 


had  Hstened  with  considerable  interest  to 
what  must  be  regarded  as  the  principal 
speech  which  had  yet  been  made  from  the 
^ont  Bench,  and  from  what  he  gathered 
from  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Bill  was  confined  to  the 
exclusion  of  aliens  who  were  undesirable 
persons  in  the  sense  in  which  that  term 
was  usually  employed.  If  the  BiU  merely 
effected  the  exchision  of  persons  suffering 
from  disease  or  addicted  to  crime,  he 
would  be  prepared  to  support  it,  but  this 
measure  in  its  scope  and  power  of  action 
was  capable  of  excluding  aliens  of  what- 
ever condition,  however  reputable  and' 
respectable  they  might  be.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  light  hon.  (Gentleman  was 
that  there  were  a  number  of  people  who 
came  to  this  country,  especially  from 
Germany,  Russia  and  Poland,  who  were 
more  or  less  associated  with  the  criminal 
classes,  or  suffering  more  or  less  from 
disease,  who  were  wasters  and  strays  on 
the  Continent.  That  was  entirely  in  con- 
flict with  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. The  Report  of  the  Commission 
showed  that  60  per  cent,  of  the  aliens 
who,  under  pressure,  had  immigrated  into 
this  country  had  a  knowledge  of  skilled 
trades.  According  to  the  medical  officer 
of  the  county  of  London,  their  health 
and  physique  were  everything  that  could 
be  desired. 

The    Bill    was   really    aimed    at  the 
exclusion  of  these   aliens  from  a  trade 
union  point  of  view.     It  was  protective. 
But  the    effect  of  the  introduction  of 
alien     immigrants     employed     in     the 
cabinetmaking,  tailoring,  andshoemaking 
trades  had,  the  Royal   Commission  re- 
ported,   been    beneficial     in    indirectly 
giving  employment  to  native  industry. 
This    country    in    former  years  had  de- 
rived   enormous    advantages    from   the 
entry  of  alien  skilled  labour ;  especially  was 
this  the  case  in  the  pottery  and  textile 
industries,    the    improvement  in  which 
was  largely  due  to  the  introduction  of 
I  foreign  skilled  labour.    The  aliens  in  the 
(  Metropolis  were  mainly  occupied  in  the 
I  tailoring     trade.     Formerly     the     slop 
tailoring  of  London  had  been  done  by  an 
Irish  colony  in  Soho,  but  these  people 
had  not  been  driven  to  destitution  by 
the  aliens ;  they  had  drifted  into  occupa- 
I  tions  more  congenial  to  them.     The  Bill 
I  would  destroy  the  right  of  asylum  which 
\  had  hitherto  existed  in  this  country.     It 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1135 


Aliens 


{COMMONS} 


BiU. 


1136 


would  give  the  Home  Secretary  power 
to  require  certificates  of  character,  but 
from  whom  would  such  certificates  be 
obtained?  From  the  police  authori- 
ties of  the  country  whence  the 
aliens  came  ?  If  so,  what  chance 
was  there  of  a  political  fugitive  from 
justice  ever  again  finding  an  asylum  in 
this  country?  He  knew  no  sentiment 
That  more  deeply  moved  the  public 
feeling  in  this  country  than  this  sacred 
principle  of  asylum.  The  Bill,  too, 
would  introduce  a  most  abominable 
system  of  espionage,  for  a  foreigner 
coming  into  this  country  would  be 
obliged  to  remain  under  police  surveil- 
lance for  two  years.  He  did  not  deny 
that  the  importation  of  a  considerable 
number  of  aliens  into  a  narrow  and  con- 
gested area  of  London  had  had  evil 
results,  but  he  denied  that  this  was  the 
fans  et  origo  of  the  mischief  in  regard  to 
labour.  The  remedy  was  not  to  exclude 
aliens,  but  to  insist  on  proper  sanitary 
conditions  being  observed  by  the  local 
authorities. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  said  if  this 
was  panic  legislation,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  EUand  Division  had  suggested,  it 
was  a  panic  which  had  been  a  long  time 
coming.  It  was  now  sixteen  years  ago 
since  the  Select  Committee  was  appointed 
by  the  House  to  consider  the  matter, 
and  their  Report,  although  it  did 
not  recommend  immediate  legislation, 
contemplated  the  possibility  of  such 
legislation  becoming  necessary  in  the 
future.  He  thought  the  Government 
had  been  much  too  dilatory  in  introduc- 
ing such  legislation,  but  congratulated 
the  Home  Secretary  on  the  completeness 
of  the  measure.  The  late  Lord  Salisbury 
took  a  very  strong  view  on  this  matter 
and  himself  introduced  a  Bill  in  1894  in 
the  House  of  Lordfr.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  was  not  in  the  House  when 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
spoke ;  had  he  been,  he  did  not  think  he 
wou'd  have  persevered  in  the  Amendment 
moved.  There  was  considerable  difficulty 
in  arriving  at  exact  figures  on  the 
question,  and  even  the  census  returns 
were  by  no  means  satisfactory.  But 
taking  the  census  returns  as  the 
best  that  could  be  obtained,  it 
appeared    that     in    1901    there    were 
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286,925  aliens  in  the  country,  of  whom 
95,245  were  Russians  or  Poles,  and 
of  those  53,537  were  resident  in 
London,  42,033  being  in  the  borough 
of  Stepney  alone.  There  were  also 
53,000  Germans,  of  whom  27,147  were 
resident  in  London.  It  was  true  the 
number  was  small  when  compared  with 
the  whole  population,  but  the  evil  was 
that  they  were  concentrated  in  par- 
ticular districts  and  in  particular  trades, 
and  when  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Stepney,  Whitechapel,  and  Shoreditch 
was  considered,  it  would  surely  be  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  incumbent  upon  the 
(Government  to  do  something  to  remove 
the  terrible  congestion  there  existing. 
All  were  proud  of  the  fact  that  this 
country  had  afforded  asylum  to  many 
men  who  had  since  risen  to  consider- 
able distinction,  and  they  were  anxious 
that  that  right  should  not  be  inter- 
fered with.  But  this  Bill  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  right  of  asylum;  it 
simply  made  provision  with  reference 
to  the  immigration  of  aliens,  and  gave 
to  this  country  the  right  abeady 
possessed  by  eyery  other  country  in  the 
world,  including  our  own  self-governing 
colonies. 

The  evil  was  really  a  growth  of 
the*  last  twenty-five  years.  In  1903 
the  total  number  of  aliens  coming  into 
the  country  was  82,572;  13,410  of  these 
were  sailors,  and  this  introduction  of 
foreign  sailors  to  man  the  mercantile 
marine  was  one  of  the  most  serious 
factors  of  the  situation.  In  1902, 
81,533,  of  whom  15,000  were  sailors, 
came  in,  so  that  in  the  two  years, 
after  deducting  sailors,  170,285  aliens 
landed  in  this  country  at  the  eastern 
ports.  Some  of  these  certainly  pro- 
ceeded subsequently  to  the  United 
States,  but  no  one  had  the  least  idea  of 
how  many  did  so,  and  it  was,  un- 
doubtedly, the  case  that  the  worst  re- 
mained here.  What  was  the  condition 
of  the  aliens  arriving  in  this  country ! 
According  to  Dr.  Williams,  the  medical 
officer  for  the  Port  of  London,  many  of 
them  were  in  a  filthy,  verminous 
condition.  Surely  it  could  not  be 
contended  that  they  were  desirable 
immigrants!  If  the  matter  was  im- 
partially considered,  there  was  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  persons  such  as  those  scheduled 
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in  the  Bill  was  eminently  undesirable. 
It  was  not  fail  to  the  ratepayers  of  this 
country,  and  the  Metropolis  especially, 
that  they  should  be  taxed  to  support 
destitute  aliens.    Surely  it  was  incumbent 
upon  the  (Government  to  take  measures 
to  remove   this   terrible    congestion  of 
aliens  in  the  East  End  of  London.    The 
right  of  asylum,  of  which  they  were  all 
proud,  was  unaffected  by  the  Bill.    The 
Bill  simply  proposed  to  make  provisions 
with  respect  to  the  immigration  of  aliens, 
and  not  only  every  foreign  country,  but 
every  self-governing  British  colony  had 
passed  legislation  of  a  similar  character. 
If  an  alien  committed  an  offence  in  a 
forei^  country  he  was  expelled.    But 
in  this  country  in  1903  there  were  1,300 
aliens  in  provincial  prisons,  and  1,915 
aliens  in  l^e  Metropolitan  prisons,  who 
were  maintained  at  a  cost  to  the  tax- 
payers of  £30,000,  and  when  their  time 
was  up  were  released  to  prey  again  upon 
the  community.    Traders,   too,  suffered 
to  an  enormous  extent.    British  shop- 
keepers were  driven  out  of  a  neighbour- 
hood because  the  aliens  would  only  deal 
with   their  co-religionists,  and,  again,  a 
large  number  of  aliens  went  into  bank* 
ruptcy  with  a  large  amount  of  unsecured 
habiiities.    Not    one  single  speech  had 
shown  that  this  Bill  had  anything  to  do 
with  any  anti-Semitic  feeling  whatever, 
nor  was  it  directed  against   foreigners 
as  a  whole. 

Mr.  BRTCE  (Aberdeen,  8.)  said  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  last  spoken 
had  been  the  leader  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  in  this  matter  and  deserved 
credit  for  the  fact  that  the  move- 
ment of  which  he  had  proved  him- 
self to  be  the  stormy  petrel  had  attained 
its  present  position  after  sixteen  years  of 
agitation.  He  had  listened  with  some 
disappointment  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  as  well  as  to  other 
speecheii.  He  could  not  see  that  they 
luul  made  out  that  the  existing  evils 
were  such  as  to  justify  the  excep- 
tional remedies  which  the  House  was 
asked  to  apply  to  them.  He  did  not 
deny  that  a  case  might  sometimes  be 
made  out  for  excluding  aUens  from 
this  country;  that  it  might  be  found 
that  the  entrance  of  the  foreigner  of  a 
lower  standard  of  life  and  social  condi- 
tion was  undesirable  because  these  people 


could  not  assimilate  with  the  established 

population  of  the  country.    But  he  was 

bound  to  say  he  did  not  think  that  any 

case  had  been  made  out  for  interfering 

with  the  free  movement  of  population 

from  one  part  of  the  world  to  the  other, 

such  as  the  peoples   of  California  and 

Australia    had   for  excluding    Chinese. 

The  general  practice  of  mankind  had  been 

to  allow  the  free  movement  of  population 

from  one  country  to  another,  and  the 

mixture  of  the  races  had  generally  been 

found  to  be  a  good  thing  for  the  country 

where  the  races  had   mixed    and   had 

proved  themselves  capable  of  forming  a 

civilised   community.      What    was    the 

case  against  the  alien  immigrant  here  ? 

In  the  first  place,  he  was  entirely  confined 

to  the  East  End  of  London,  and  almost 

entirely   to    the   borough   of    Stepney. 

Now  they  were  asked  to  make  a  new 

departure,  to  set  up  a  new  condition  of 

administration  for  the  whole  country  for 

the  sake  of  a  small  number  of  people 

living  in  one  borough  in  the  East  End  of 

London !     Was  there  not  a  disproportion 

between  the  evil  and  the  remedy  1     No 

case  had  been  made  out  showing  that 

any  harm  had  happened  to  any  part  of 

England  except  Stepney.    He  once  had 

the  honour  of  representing  Stepney  in 

that  House  and  he  received  a  great  deal 

of  kindness  there,  but,  after  all.  Stepney 

was  not  England,  and  they  could  not 

legislate  for  all  England  merely  for  the 

sake  of  one  borough. 

It  was  said  that  the  Russian  Poles 
who  came  here  were  the  off-scourings 
of  Eastern  Europe.  What  was  it 
they  were  guilty  of?  It  was  not  ill- 
health  or  that  they  introduced  epi- 
demic diseases.  The  Jewish  popula- 
tion were  less  apt  to  be  attacked  with 
epidemics  than  any  section  of  Europeans. 
In  Rome  in  old  days  the  Ghetto  was 
comparatively  immune  from  plague,  and 
in  more  recent  years  the  Jews  were 
more  immune  from  cholera  than  the 
Europeans  among  whom  they  lived. 
Was  the  complaint  to  be  urged  against 
them  on  account  of  poor  relief?  The 
evidence  of  the  chairman  of  the  White- 
chapel  Union  showed  that  the  locality 
was  put  to  no  expense  for  poor  relief 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  Jewish 
charitable  agencies  in  looking  after  their 
own  poor,  and  if  the  House  would  refer 
to    the    figures    they    would    find]  the 
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remarkable  fact  that  the  percentage  of 
alien  paupers  to  total  alien  population 
was  2*4,  while  the  percentage  of  paupers 
to  the  population  generally  was  7*9. 
Thus  there  was  really  no  case  at  all  as 
regarded  poor  relief.  Nor  was  the  case 
any  stronger  as  to  their  influence  on 
labour.  The  evidence  showed  that  the 
development  of  the  industries  in  which 
the  alien  had  engaged  had  benefited  in 
various  ways,  while  the  Commission  said 
that  there  had  been  no  proof  forthcoming 
that  there  had  been  any  serious  displace- 
ment of  English  skilled  labour.  It  was 
true  that  as  a  temporary  measure, 
English  labourers  were  undersold  when 
the  aliens  had  newly  arrived  and  were  in 
their  transition  stage;  but  after  a  few 
years  they  became  capable  of  making 
better  terms  for  themselves  and  did  not 
permanently  depress  the  labour  market. 
The  case  really  seemed  to  rest  on  the  plea 
of  overcrowding.  He  agreed  that  it  was 
A  serious  evil,  but  it  was  not  confined  to 
Stepney.  It  was  quite  as  bad  in  other 
parts  of  London  and  in  other  cities. 
The  evil  called  for  prompt  and  drastic 
treatment  wherever  it  existed,  but 
it  could  not  be  got  rid  of  by  reliev- 
ing overcrowding  in  Stepney  alone. 

Then  there  was  the  case.of  crime.  It 
was  perfectly  true  that  the  aliens  com- 
mitted a  greater  proportion  of  crime 
than  the  rest  of  the  population,  but  no 
attempt  had  been  made  to  show  that 
the  crime  attributable  to  aliens  was  due 
to  the  particular  class  against  whom  the 
BiU  was  directed.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence that  it  was,  and  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  negative  evidence  to  show  that  it 
was  not.  The  criminals  from  whom  we 
suffered  did  not  come  into  the  country 
in  a  destitute  condition,  and  they  would 
not  be  cau(?ht  in  this  web  of  the  Home 
Secretary's  devising.  He  believrd  that 
the  evil  had  been  immensely  exaggerated, 
and  while  the  crime  was  confined  to  one 
particular  part  of  London  it  was  not  an 
evil  which  needed  the  large  general  reme- 
dies proposed  in  the  Bill.  How  were 
they  going  to  deal  with  it.  When  he 
was  at  the  Board  of  Trade  nine  years 
ago  the  matter  had  already  been  pressed 
on  their  attention  with  a  view  to  devising 
some  method  by  which  at  least  the  un- 
desirable alien  could  be  excluded,  and  at 
jthat  time  they  were  quite  unable  to  find 
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any  effective  method.  Waft  this  BiD 
calculated  to  secure  that  end  ?  Was  the 
remedy  not  likely  to  prove  worse  than 
the  disease  ?  Among  the  remedies  sug- 
gested by  the  Bill  was  the  need  for  better 
statistics.  The  House  was  agreed  on 
that  point  It  would  no  doubt  be  a 
great  advantage  to  know  the  facts 
more  fully  than  they  did.  Next,  that 
there  should  be  a  thorough  medical 
examination  of  aliens  entering  the 
country.  It  would  be  a  costly  and 
troublesome  business,  but  in  prin- 
ciple no  one  would  object  to  this. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  found  that 
these  immigrants  were  responsible  for  the 
introduction  of  contagious  diseases. 
The  third  proposal  was  that  persons  who 
had  been  convicted  of  a  serious  offence 
might  have  added  to  their  sentence  the 
direction  that  when  they  were  Uberated 
from  confinement  they  should  be  de- 
ported to  the  country  from  whence 
they  came.  That  proposition  would 
meet  with  no  criticism,  for  every  one  who 
had  spoken  had  agreed  that  the  power 
was  a  proper  one  to  vest  in  Judges,  and 
perhaps  in  inferior  tribunals.  Then 
there  was  a  fourth  proposition,  which 
he  did  not  find  in  the  Bill,  but 
which  was  made  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission and  upon  which  also  he  thought 
they  would  all  agree.  At  any  rate,  the 
point  was  one  in  regard  to  which  some 
amendment  was  required. 

Another  proposition  of  the  Bill  was  to 
deal  with  overcrowding  by  declaring 
certain  areas  to  be  prohibited  for  the 
reception  of  aliens.  The  more  that  pro- 
position was  looked  into  the  more  would 
it  be  found  to  be  absolutely  unwork- 
able. The  Royal  Commission  did  not 
say  a  single  word  about  the  practicability 
of  it.  They  threw  the  remedy  down 
without  endeavouring  to  prove  that  it 
was  capable  of  application,  and  several 
witnesses  evidently  did  not  think  it  was 
capable  of  application.  Another  argument 
was  that  overcrowding  existed  in  other 
parts  of  London,  in  Glasgow,  Manchester, 
and  many  of  our  great  towns.  But  why 
did  it  exist  there?  Simply  because 
overcrowding  was  a  general  evil,  and  it 
existed  partly  because  the  law  was 
defective,  but  much  more  because  the 
local  authorities  would  not  put  the  law 
into  force.    He  ventured  to  appeal  :to 
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the  Home  Office  and  to  the  Local 
Gbvemment  Board  to  make  a  more 
serious  efEoit  than  had  yet  been  made  to 
get  the  law  put  into  force.  If  the  local 
authorities  could  be  kept  up  to  the  work, 
and  if  the  minor  amendments  which 
might  be  needed  to  increase  their  powers 
were  made,  they  could  get  rid  of  this  evil 
altogether  without  all  this  moonshine 
about  prohibited  areas. 

Then  there  was  stoppage  at  the  ports, 
the  most  important  proposal  of  the  Bill. 
Stop  how?  By  inspectors  acting  under 
the  Home  Office,  the  ultimate  decision 
resting  with  the  Home  Secretary.  In  this 
respect  the  Government  had  departed 
from  the  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  which  proposed  that  no  one 
should  be  debarred  bom  entry  except  by 
sentence  of  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdic- 
tion, given  on  the  production  of  some- 
thing like  evidence.  That  would  be,  at 
any  rate,  more  consonant  with  the  practice 
wluch  had  hitherto  governed  them  in  this 
country.  But  the  (Jovemment  threw 
that  overboard  altogether.  They  left  the 
decision  to  the  sole,  unaided  iiat 
of  the  Home  Secretary,  and,  apparently, 
without  any  test  of  evidence.  How 
were  they  to  ascertain  in  any  one  of  the 
classes  to  be  excluded  what  was  the 
character  of  the  persons  ?  He  presumed 
it  would  be  from  the  police  of  the 
country  from  which  they  came.  He  did 
not  suggest  that  the  Oovernment  had 
brought  in  the  Bill  with  any  intention 
of  encroaching  upon  or  destroying  what 
an  hon.  friend  of  his  called  the  sacred 
right  of  asylum,  but  he  did  think  that 
they  were  putting  into  the  hands  of 
their  detectives  a  very  dangerous  power, 
which,  although  they  did  not  mean  to 
abuse  it,  might,  in  other  times,  be 
capable  of  abuse,  and  which,  at  any 
rate,  was  a  departure  from  one  of 
the  most  sacred  and  cherished  traditions 
of  the  British  Constitution.  Then, 
again,  how  was  an  inspector  to  know 
whether  a  man  had  visible  means  of 
support  or  not  ?  He  had  got,  at  any 
rate,  his  arms  and  his  brains,  and  many 
people  who  had  got  on  best  in  this 
country  had  come  in  with  nothing  but 
their  brains  and  their  arms.  There  was 
no  evidence  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission to  justify  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.        It    seemed    that    the 
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measure  was  intended  as  a  sort  of  scare- 
crow to  frighten  alien  immigrants,  which 
was  neither  a  sapient  nor  a  dignified 
course  for  this  country  to  adopt.  Such 
measures  had  been  shown  to  be  in- 
efEective  in  the  United  States,  where  less 
than  1  per  cent,  of  the  immigrants  who 
presented  themselves  were  now  turned 
back,  although  among  them  there  were 
many  who  had  come  under  labour  con- 
tracts, and  were,  therefore,  of  the  very 
class  against  which  more  than  any  other 
the  United  States  enactment  was  directed. 
A  strong  view  as  to  the  impracticability 
of  stopping  the  criminal  at  the  ports 
was  held  by  four  of  the  highest  authori- 
ties on  the  subject — Sir  Efenelm  Digby, 
Sir  Edward  Bradford,  Mr.  Henry,  and 
Mr.  Albert  de  Rutzen.  Was  a  plan 
which  these  authorities  condemned  likely 
to  work  ? 

There  seemed  to  be  a  rather  im- 
unreasonable  prejudice  against  these 
aliens,  who  after  a  few  years  assimilated 
our  civilisation  and  very  often  proved 
useful  and  capable  members  of  society* 
He  remembered  when  he  was  Member  for 
the  Tower  Hamlets  that  one  of  the  ablest 
men  he  had  to  deal  with  was  a  (Jerman 
Jew  following  the  humble  trade  of  a 
cigar-maker  who  spoke  with  a  foreign 
accent,  and  was  probably  a  pauper 
immigrant,  but  nevertheles  he  waa  an 
exceedingly  able  and  honest  man,  and  he 
at  least  made  upon  him  the  impression 
that  amongst  those  people  which  they 
were  apt  to  consider  as  an  undesirable 
class  there  was  often  a  great  deal  of 
talent.  Upon  one  occasion  at  Sheffield 
he  saw  a  forei^er  who  had  some 
difficulty  about  his  ticket  on  the  platform 
at  the  railway  station,  and  he  discovered 
that  he  had  lost  his  ticket.  He  questioned 
him  in  his  own  language,  and,  after  he 
had  interceded,  the  officials  allowed  him 
to  proceed  on  his  journey.  He  turned 
out  to  be  a  shoemaker,  and  he  had  nothing 
but  the  little  bundle  he  was  carryings 
but  nevertheless  he  was  an  exceedingly 
bright  fellow  who  was  ffoing  to  his 
brother  in  Manchester,  and  he  felt  per- 
fectly certain  that  that  man  would  be 
a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  population 
of  Manchester.  The  remedy  proposed 
appeared  to  be  not  only  utterly  dis- 
proportionate to  the  evil  which  existed,, 
but  at  variance  with  the  beet  traditions 
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of  our  legislation.  This  was  really  a 
sham  Bill,  and  he  strongly  suspected 
that  its  authors  knew  it  would  not  work, 
but  had  introduced  it  only  to  meet  a 
X>opular  cry.  The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  said  that  there  was  a  strong 
feeling  upon  the  subject,  but  he  might 
very  well  have  used  the  same  argument 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Roumanian 
Oovemment  who  persecuted  the  Jews. 
He  could  not  admit  that  the  existence  of 
this  strong  feeling  was  a  sufficient  reason 
why  this  House  should  legislate  by 
bringing  in  a  sham  Bill  to  be  placed  upon 
the  Statute-book. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) : 
It  b  not  my  desire  to  take  up 
an  undue  length  oi  time  in  the 
discussion  to-night,  but  I  think  there 
are  certain  questions  which  the 
House  will  expect  me  to  answer,  and 
which  have  been  expressly  directed  to 
me  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  There- 
fore, with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
I  will  reply  as  shortly  as  I  can  to  those 
criticisms,  and  then  very  briefly  give  the 
reason  why  I  think  this  Bill  should 
receive  a  Second  Reading.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  has 
very  courteously  called  attention  to  an 
obvious  inaccuracy  which  I  made  in 
introducing  the  Bill,  and  I  thank  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having  given  me 
the  opportunity  of  admitting  the  inac- 
curacy. The  figures  I  gave  were  quoted 
in  the  Alien  Immigration  Returns 
published  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
-under  the  heading  '*  Aliens,  not 
described  as  en  route  to  places  out  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  were  obviously 
far  greater  than  the  numbers  which, 
according  to  the  census  returns,  could 
be  reckoned  as  having  ever  lived  in  this 
country.  It  has  been  sug^ted  that 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Bill  there 
is  an  anti-Semitic  feeling.  Might 
I,  on  my  own  part  and  on  the  part 
of  those  who  have  introduced  the 
Bill,  deny  emphatically  that  we  are 
influenced  by  any  racial  or  religious 
feeling?  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
denunciations  which  have  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  EUand  Division 
•ol  the  inhuman  treatment  which  has  been 

Mr.  Bryce, 


too  often  accorded  to  the  Jews  in  Eastern 
Europe,  and  I  would  not  be  slow  to 
make  my  acknowledgment  of  the 
advantages  which  in  the  past  we  have 
received  from  their  presence  in  this 
country  and  the  benefits  which  they  have 
cof^ferred  upon  it.  I  would  like  to  add 
my  meed  of  praise  of  the  very 
excellent  example  which  they  set  us 
in  the  way  in  which  they  look 
after  their  more  distressed  brethren. 
The  hon.  Member  for  theElland  Division 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  suggested 
in  the  Amendment  which  they  have 
brought  forward  upon  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill  that  the  whole  of  tiie  evils  of 
which  complaint  was  made  might  be 
met  by  a  more  stringent  administration 
of  the  laws  relating  to  sweating.  I 
venture  to  say  that  however  excellently 
these  laws  are  administered,  and  even  if 
they  are  amended  to  the  extent  which 
many  hon.  Members  desire,  they  will 
in  themselves  be  unequal  to  dealing 
with  the  problems  which  the  House  is 
called  upon  to  face.  The  evils  of  unre- 
stricted immigration  are  not  confined  to 
sweating.  The  Royal  Commission  in 
their  Report  state  that  they  think 
thal^ 


''  Th%  gieateet  evils  produced  by  the  \_ 
of  alien  immigrants  here  are  the  overoowding 
caused  by  them  in  certain  districts  in  Loodon 
and  the  consequent  displacement  of  the  natiye 
population." 

The  whole  of  the  figures  have  been 
gone  into  and  they  have  been  quoted  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  to-night 
Of  the  286,925  aliens  resident  in  this 
country  in  1901,  there  were  in  the 
borough  of  Stepney  alone  64,310.  My 
hon.  inenA  the  Member  for  Stepney  has 
reminded  the  House  that  that  does  not 
include  the  whole  case.  To  that  number 
you  have  to  add  those  who  were  bom 
in  this  country  of  alien  parents,  who  are 
naturally  not  included  in  the  Return. 
In  these  figures  you  have  a  very  good 
proof  of  the  inconvenience  not  only  of 
this  great  immigration  of  aliens,  but  of 
their  congestion  in  one  particular  district. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Betiinal 
Oreen  alluded  to  the  fact  that  within 
the  last  six  years  107  streets  in  Stepney 
have  passed  wholly  into  the  in  iiujwui'un 
of  alienfi. 
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Mr,  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  Will  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  state  the  popuk- 
tion? 


*MR.AKERS-pOUGLAS:  The  figures 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Report.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  proceed  without  interrupting  my 
argument.  These  107  streets  in  the 
borough  of  Stepney  have  passed  wholly 
into  the  occupation  of  aliens.  What, 
therefore,  is  the  condition  of  these 
streets  and  houses?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Fife 
asked  the  House  to  look  carefully 
into  the  evidence  as  well  as  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  if  the  House  accept  his 
advice  and  look  carefully  into  the  report 
of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Royal 
Commission  they  will  see  what  is  the 
condition  of  the  streets  and  houses 
which  have  been  entirely  taken  over  by 
this  alien  population.  There  are  rooms 
and  cellars  too  often  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family,  used  as  workshops  in 
the  day  and  as  sleeping  places  at  night. 
The  Commissioners  gave  an  instance  of 
ten  houses  of  fifty-one  rooms  which  were 
occupied  by  254  people.  The  house 
owners,  or  house  builders,  often  aliens 
themselves,  buy  up  property  after 
property  in  that  district,  and  on  account 
of  the  higher  rents  aliens  offer  to  give, 
the  landlords  turn  out  the  occupying 
tenants  and,  therefore,  you  have  not 
only  all  the  evils  of  overcrowding,  but 
the  worst  state  of  those  evils.  I 
-venture  to  think  that  this  overcrowding, 
-with  all  its  concurrent  evils,  is  a  matter 
-which  has  certainly  a  claim  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  It  not 
onlv  leads  to  the  displacement  of  the 
native  population,  but  is  becoming  a 
very  serious  menace  to  the  maintenance 
of  law  and  order. 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  and  other 
speakers  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  have 
maintained  that  if  this  Bill  should  pass 
this  country  will  no  longer  be  the 
sanctuary  for  the  victims  of  persecution. 
Well,  there  is  certainly  nothing  which  is 
further  from  the  wish  of  the  Government 
than  to  bring  about  any  change  of  this 
character.      This    country    has    always 


been  the  asylum  for  the  persecuted  and 
the  oppressed,  and  I  venture  to  think 
that  it  would  be  a  great  breach  of 
national  hospitality  if  we  were  now,  and 
for  the  first  time,  to  close  our  doors 
against  political  refugees  and  against  tho^e 
who  solely  are  the  victims  of  political 
tyranny.  I  maintain  that  there  is  noth- 
ing in  this  Bill  which  can  possibly  by 
any  stretch  of  imagination  be  said  to 
keep  out  that  class  from  this  country. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  said  that  he 
could  give  instances  of  eases  in  which  this 
would  be  the  effect.  He  said  that  under 
this  Bill,  as  far  as  he  understood  it,  men 
such  as  Dalou,  Prince  Peter  Kropotkin, 
and  the  brothers  Reclus  would  have  been 
prevented  from  having  a  home  in  this 
country.  To  all  these  we  were  only  too 
proud  to  give  hospitality,  and  we  should 
welcome  men  like  them  in  the  future. 
Nothing  will  be  put  in  the  regulations 
(which  I  may  point  out  are  to  be  Hid 
before  the  House)  which  would  prevent 
refugees  of  that  character  coming  as  freely 
to  this  country  as  they  have  ever 
done  in  its  history.  The  GU>vernment 
fully  realise  the  advantages  which  this 
country  has  received  from  refugees — 
refugees  from  France  and  other  countries 
who  brought  with  them  a  knowledge  of 
art  and  trade  which  has  greatly  benefited 
our  manufactures  in  the  past.  All  we 
desire  to  do  is  to  prevent  aliens  of 
the  characters  described  in  the  schedule 
of  the  Bill  from  coming  to  this  country 
and  causing  inconvenience  and  suffering 
to  our  own  population.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Fifeshire,  for  whose  opinions  and 
criticisms  I  have  the  highest  regard,  has 
carried  on  with  great  success  the  office 
which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  hold. 
I  am  bound  to  lay  the  criticisms  of  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  very  carefully  to 
heart.  He  tells  me  that  there  are  no 
precedents  whatever  for  the  action  which 
it  is  proposed  to  take  nnder  this  Bill.  I 
am  not  going  to  rake  up  precedents,  but 
I  think  he  will  remember  that  there 
have  been  Alien  Acts  in  the  last  century 
in  which  the  power  that  is  now  asked 
for  has  been  exercised.  Even  greater 
powers  were  asked. 

Mr.    ASQUITH:     For    a   temporary 


emergency. 
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♦Mr.  AKERS-DOUGLAS  :  No;  more 
than    temporary.      If     the  right    hon. 
Gentleman  will  refer  to  the  debates  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  an  Aliens  BiU  in 
1816,  he  will  find  that  powers  of  a  very 
stringent  character  were  asked  for ;  and 
as  a  fact  a  drastic  measure  were  carried. 
It  is    not    however   the  precedent    on 
which   this   Bill   is  based,  nor,    I  con- 
fess, until    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
raised  the  point    was  I   aware  of  the 
fact  that    it    existed.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  these  powers  are 
too  great  to  be  given  to  any  individual. 
Well,    I    would    point    out    that  these 
powers  are  to  be  exercised  under  regula- 
tions, that  these  rules  will  come  auto- 
matically under  the  provisions  of    the 
Publications  Act,   which  provides  that 
after   having  been  published    in   draft 
they  shall  be  laid  before  Parliament  for 
forty  days  where  they  can  be  discussed 
and  dealt  with  like  any  other  rules  that 
are  laid  before  this  House.    Further  than 
that,  the  Secretary  of  State,  whoever  he 
may  be,  will  always  be  responsible  in 
this  House  for  any  action  he  takes,  and 
his  conduct  can  always  be  criticised  and, 
if  necessary,  his  salary  can  be  reduced 
on    the    Estimates    which     are     yearly 
brought    forward    in    the    House.      My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Fulham  made, 
I  think,  with  great  force  one  criticism 
with  regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.    That  is  to  say, 
he  criticised  the  provisions  of  Sub-clause 
(3)  of  Clause  2,  which  gives  the  Secretary 
of  State  power  to  act  in  respect  of  aliens 
in  this  country  who  may  have  been  here 
for  not  more  than  two  years.    I  admit 
that  there  is  a  distinction  to  be  drawn 
between  the  cases  aimed  at  in  this  Sub- 
section and   those   provided  against   in 
Sub-clause  (1).    If  you  are  to  deal  with 
the  latter  you  must  deal  at  once,  because 
if  you  do  not  take  immediate  action  the 
alien  will  have  landed,  and  the  ship  will 
have  left,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to 
deport  him  in   the  same   ship  to  the 
country  from  which  he  came.    With  re- 
gard to  the  other  cases,  when  the  alien 
is   already  here  I  think  it  is   quite  a 
question  whether  e£Gicient  steps  could 
not  be  taken  through  the  medium  of  a 
Court   of    Justice.      The   criticisms   on 
Clause  4  were  dealt   with  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  connection   with 


f  the  Department  for  which  he  is  re- 
sponsible. I  need  only  say  that  we  shall 
be  quite  ready  to  accept  any  reasonable 
Amendment. 

I    am    glad    to    find    that    there    is 
one  portion  of  the  Bill  which,  I  think, 
meets    with    the    general    approbation 
of  the   House   of  Commons,   and  that 
is  the  clause  dealing  with  the  deporta- 
tion of  ahens  who  have  been  convicted 
of  crime  in  this  country.    I  think  t^ere 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  crime  of  this 
country    would    be    very    considerably 
I  reduced  if  a   portion   of  the   sentence 
passed  on   aliens  in   this  country  was 
that  they  should  be  obliged  to  leave  the 
country   or  be   dealt  with    under  the 
Vagrancy  Acts.      From  all  the  reports 
which  I  have  received,  not   only  from 
Judges,  but  from   chairmen  of  quarter 
sessions  and  police  magistrates,   I  am 
quite  certain   that  if  these  provisions 
were  carried  out  there  would  be  a  very 
I  large  decrease  in  crime  in  London  and 
in  many  of  our  big  towns,  and  that  they 
would    effectively   deal    with    a    large 
'  amount  of  pett^   crime.    I  agree   with 
!  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  crime 
committed  by  aliens  is  largely  and  chiefly 
;  larceny  and  small  offences  and  not  very 
I  serious  crime;  or,  at  all  events, not  mur- 
der or  crime  against  the  person.     Bat  it 
is  to   be   remarked  that   judging   from 
the  number  of  their  previous  convictions 
there  is  probably  a  larger  class  of  habitual 
criminab  among  aliens  than  among  any 
other  class  of  the  population,  and  I  think 
it  is  only  fair  to  the  citizens   of   this 
country  that  if  aliens  come  up,  as  they 
sometimes  do,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  times» 
that  they  should  have  in  future  as  part 
of  their  sentence  the  sentence  of  deports* 
tion.    I  only  now  desire  to  point  out 
that  in  addition  to  the  arguments  which 
have  been  used  in  favour  of  the  Second 
Reading    of    this     Bill,     we    think    it 
is    an   anomaly  that  this  country,   al- 
most if   not    quite     alone    among    the 
civilised  countries  of  the  world,  should 
have      no     power     of     excluding    or 
expelling  any  class  of  alien  or  aliens^ 
however      injurious      their      presence 
may  be  in   thb    country.      It   is  that 
power — that  power  of  expulsion — which 
is    exercised    by  other  civilised  States, 
by    our    own    Colonies,  even   by  such 
a    small    dependency    of    this   coontiy 
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as  the  Channel  Islands ;  and  I  venture  to  >  power  and  financial  influence  of  these 
think  that  we  shall  not  get  efficient  pro-  rich  Jews  were  so  great  that  they  could 
tection  from  the  evils  which  are  so  pull  the  Grovemment  from  Dan  to'Beer- 
righdy  complained  of  by  those  who  take  I  sheba.  We  had  a  debt  of  £250,000,000, 
an  interest  in  this  alien  question  unless  we  •  and  we  had  lost  22,000  precious  lives, 
are  empowered  to  take  measures  against  |  and  we  would  lose  South  Africa  because  of 
the  unrestricted  immigration  of  what  |  the  rich  Jew.  He  would  include  him  in 
is  often  an  evil  class.  I  have  pointed  |  the  schedule  of  this  Bill,  not  because  he 
out    that    we     have    no    desire    what-    worked   for  a    living,   but  because    he 


ever  to  interfere  with  the  entrance 
of  any  foreigner  as  such  to  this  country. 
All  we  desire  to  do  is  to  remove  this 
class  of  undesirable  aliens  who  bring  no 
credit  whatever  to  this  country,  but 
who  bring  in  their  train  many  evils  from 
which    we    think   the   working    classes 


suborned  politicians.  [Cries  of  **  No."] 
Did  they  doubt  it  ?  Let  them  look  at 
the  Cape  Comniittee  Report.  The  rich 
Jew  suborned  judges  and  corrupted 
Parliaments,  made  raids,  organised  re- 
bellions ,and  did  not  hesitate  to  do  things 
to  make  himself  still  richer.     In  so  doing 


of  this    country    should    be   preserved.  ;  the   rich  Jew  was  bringing    upon  this 

i  country  untold  harm  which  poor  Jews 

vr^    TrkTTXT  nTTTkXTfl  /D  i.^         X       J  I  would  uot  do  if  they  could,  but  by  virtue 

tv.^  ^^^  ?^^^^  \^^^^^''^  '*'J   o^  ^^^^  condition  they  were  unable  to 
«ne  Home  Secretary  concluded  his  speech  |  g^^^^^  ,jg 

by  stating  as  a  reason  why  they  should  j 

pass  this  intolerable  Bill,  that  we  were .      j,^     j^^^     ^y^^     j^^^      Member     for 

the  only  country  that  had  not  passed  I  Sheffield  one  would  think  that  this  was  a 

this  kind  of  legislation.     It  was  because    new  question.    Let  him  read   Cobbett's 

this  was  the  only  civilised  country  that  i  ** History  of  Parliament,"  and  he  would 

did  not  possess  this  kind  of  legislation !  find  that  from  the  fourteenth   century 

that  he  was  proud  of  being  a  Briton»  and  i  down  to  the  eighteenth  there  were  the 


if  we  put  ourselves  abreast  of  other 
countries  in  passing  this  pettifogging  re- 
strictive legislation  he  would    consider 


Sir  Howard  Vincents  of  those  particular 
days  who  made  equally  ridiculous 
statements  and  advocated  equally  ridi- 


whether  he  should  take  a  passage  to  some  culous  and  futile  legislative  repression. 
land  resembling  the  country  he  used  to  The  fact  was  that  every  fifteen  or  twenty 
know.  We  were  losing  some  of  the  char-  years  some  tariff  reformer  in  disguise, 
acteristics  of  a  free  people,  and  nothing  i  some  full-blown  protectionist,  some  grand 
indicated  this  more  than  the  fact  that  Imperialist,  set  up  a  crusade  against  the 
because  a  few  poor  Jews  camej^to  this  poor  foreigner ;  but  to  the  credit  of  the 
country  and  worked  for  loAr  wages,  and  '  British  House  of  Commons  it  had  invari- 
were  supposed  to  be  a  nuisance  to  British  ably  resisted  all  attempts  to  persecute 
workmen,  this  Bill  was  necessary.  The  or  oppress  a  man  simply  because  he  was 
British  workman  did  not  make^half^the   a  poor  Jew  and  an  industrious  workman. 


complaint  that  factious  politicians 
nervous  about  their  seats  did.  Because 
a  few  poor  Jews,  flying  from  tyranny  and 


The  hon.and  gallant  Member  for  Sheffield, 
who  had  bluffed  the  Government  into 
carrying    out    his    views,  ought    to  be 


oppression  and  countries  where  bad  Prime  Minister.  He  ran  the  show  both 
economic  conditions  existed,  came^to  this  on  protection  and  on  destitute  aliens, 
country  was  no  reason  for  a  Bill  such  as  The  hon.  and  gaUant  Gentleman  said 
this.  He  saw  no  reason  for  excluding  that  this  Bill  had  been  too  long  in 
the  poor  Jews.  He  would  pass  an  AHens  :  arriving,  and  that  the  first  BiU  on  this 
Bill  for  the  rich  Jews  of  Bayswater,  subject  had  been  sketched  out  by  the 
Fitzjohn's  Avenue,  Hampstead,  Park  I  late  Lord  Salisbury.  But  that  Bill,  and 
Lane,  and  Throgmorton  Street.  But  the  |  others  suggested,  were  not  of  the 
Government  dare  not  include  these  people  t  character  of  the  present  measure.  They 
in  the  schedule  to  the  Bill.    The  political  i  dealt  with  criminal  aliens.    Fresh  statu- 
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fcory  power  was  not  required  for  that. 
The  Chief  CommiBsioner  of  Police  could 


Colonies  had  been  a  failure ;  and  he  be- 
lieved [that  if  a   Labour   Ministry  was 


do  it,  and  the  port  sanitarj  authorities  formed  in  the  Australian  Commonwealth, 
could  grapple  with  the  disease  aspect  of  instead  of  restricting  immigration,  they 
the  question;   that    did   not  require  a    would  take  an  opposite  view,  for  there 


Bill  of  this   inquisitorial  character.     If 
this    Bill    passed,    some    French    John 
Bunyan  would    be   bagged,  and   some 
Crerman  William  Shakespeare,  who  had 
done  a  Uttle  poaching,  would  be  stopped, 
or  his  certificate  would  be  suspended. 
He  did  not  know  what  would  happen  to 
the  Irish  Members;  they  might  be  de' 
ported!     Look  at  the  futility  of  this 
measure.    They    were    told    to   imitate 
America.     Well,  he  had  been  to  America, 
and  he  had  a  great  respect  for  that  new 
and  enterprising  country ;  but  he  would 
rather  be  found  dead  in  England  than 
alive  in    New    York.      That  was  real 
patriotism.     What  was  the  result  of  the 
system  in   America  1      Of  the   634,000  ' 
emigrants  who  went  to  the  United  States  , 
last  year  only  400  were  sent  back  to  I 
Europe,     and     they     were     imbeciles,  I 
idiots,  and  undesirable   persons.    That  { 
probably   accounted    for   the   transient  I 
character  of  the  Tarifi  Reform  League. 
Only  twenty-three  were  sent  back  to  the 
United  Kingdom  as  criminals.    It  was 
wasting  the    time    of   the    House    of 
Commons  to  ask  them  to  pass  legislation 
of  this  kind  when  that  was  the  case. 
They  were  asked  to  imitate  the  Colonies 
in  this  regard;  but  when  the  Colonies, 
and  some  people  in  this  country,  asked 
that  the  Lascars  should   be  given  the 
same    accommodation    and    the    same 
measurement  on  board  ship,  the  Colonies 
had  been  blamed  by  a  certain  class  of 
politicians    for     going    too    far.     The 
diminishing    birth-rate     and    declining 
population  were  evidence  that  the   re' 
striction     of     immigration 
Mr.  John  Burns. 


was  nothing  like  respon^bility  for  en- 
larging the  mentid  horizon. 

Supposing  President  Kroger  had,  six 
years  ago,jpassed  a  Bill  of  this  kind  against 
destitute  aUens  what  pictures  of  tyranny 
andjoppression  would  have  been  drawn. 
But  the  modem  Tory  out-Kragered 
Kruger.  The  extraordinary  thing  was 
that  the  Tories  who  talked  when  m 
opposition  about  freedom   and  liberty, 

,  when^installed  in  office  were  disposed  to 
make  this  country  the  most  bureaucratic, 
as  it  was  likely  to  be  the  most  military, 
nation  seen  during  the  last  forty  years. 
The     hon.     and    gallant    Member    fo^ 

j  Sheffield  said,  '*  Look  at  the  dirt  of  these 
people."  But  dirt  was  no  test  of 
character.  The  other  day  he  was 
walking'  across  St,  James'  Park  with  a 
very  [^representative  Member  of  the  Hoaae 
of  Lords,  who  was  dressed  in  an  uncon- 
ventional j[style.  His  companion  would 
not  have  suited  the  hon.  and  gallsnt 
Member  for^Sheffield  at  all,  and  as  they 
passed  •  he  could  not  help  over-hearing 
one  of  the  park  keepers  remarkt 
"  Why,  John  has  picked  up  one  of  those 
park  tramps."  Untidvness  of  dress  was 
no]  test'of  moral  virtue,  and  neither  was 
dirt  a  test  of  character.  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers doubted  him  let  them  ask  the 
officers  and]  soldiers  who  had  been  com- 
pelled to  do  their  duty  under  circum- 
stances in  which  everyone  of  them  would 
have  been  declared  unclean  and  destitute. 
It^was  ridiculous  that  because  men  were 
shabby  or  dirty,  after  being  three  or  four 
nights  on  board  ship,  that  they  should 


into      the    be  declared  incompetent  to  be  citizens. 
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Then,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  said, 
"See  how  criminal  these   people  are." 


House,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  mornings  a 
Bill  known    as    the    Bullies    Bill,   and 


That  argument  answered  itself.  The  |  within  twenty-four  hours  600  bullies  and 
more  criminal  these  aliens  were  satUenei^s  from  Piccadilly,  Regent 
the  less  competitive  they  must  be  Street,  and  Soho  voluntarily  took  the 
to  the  honest  British  working  man  in  I  train  for  Paris,  Vienna,  and  elsewhere* 
a  free  industrial  market.  They  were  Why  was  it  that  they  had  come  back  ? 
told,  **  Look  at  the  number  of  them  who  It  was  because  the  Home  Secretary  and 
are  bankrupt."  If  so,  that  disposed  of  '  the  police  were  not  continuing  to  enforce 
the  charge  that  they  were  beating  the  that  Act  with  the  pluck  and  vigour  which 
British  shopkeeper  out  of  the  market  they  had  shown  within  the  first  week 
into  the  workhouse.  There  could  be  no  after  it  had  passed.  If  that  Act  were 
mistake  about  it;  if  this  Bill  wanted  to  enforced  as  it  should  be,  the  bulk  of  the 
help  the  British  workman  and  be  made  dangerous  foreign  criminals,  of  whom  so 
a  real  Alien  Exclusion  Bill,  it  should  j  much  had  been  heard,  would  be  got  rid 
provide  for  the  deportation  of  every  I  of  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  fact  nine- 
alien  who  worked  at  an  honest  liveli-    tenths  of  the  cases  which  constituted  the 


hood.  The  fact  was,  it  was  only  a  front 
shop  window  Bill,  prepared  for  the 
general  election,  and  for  East  End  con- 


justification  for  this  Bill  could  be  dealt 
with  by  the  police,  by  the  medical  officers 
of    health,  and  by  the   port    sanitary 


stituencies,  and  perhaps  for  the  East  authorities,  without  requiring  new  legis- 
End  of  Manchester.  It  would  not  apply  lation.  Were  the  42,000,000  of  people 
to  Scotland,  for  no  Jew  could  live  there.  |  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  impo- 
This  Bill  was  in  the  same  category  with  !  tently  confess  their  inability  to  grapple 
Old-Age  Pensions,  the  Small  Houses  Bill,  !  with  not  more  than  100,000  Jewi0h 
and  the  Prison  Labour  Bill.  |  craftsmen,    scattered    in    four    or   five 

towns,  and    more    than  half    of  them 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Hear,  located  in  one  London  constituency, 
hear !  The  Jews  were   less    than   1   per  cent. 

of  the  total  population  of  Oreat  Britain 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  The  hon.  and  «^d  Ireland,  and  in  France  they  were 
gaUant  Member  for  Sheffield  said  **  Hear,  ^^  ^^^^  h  P^r  cent.  To  what 
hear."    Well,  the  total  amount  of  con-    extent  did  the  foreigners  compete  with 


vict  labour  goods  imported  into  this 
country  last  year  was  £183  14g.  Id. ;  and 
before  the  Bill  was  passed  the  amount 


the  British  workmen  1  They  had  got  rid 
of  the  second-hand  clothing  trade,  by 
inventing  new   ready-made  clothing  to 


was  about  as  small.  The  Prison  Labour  i  take  its  place.  What  were  the  trades  of 
Bill  whispered  the  promise  of  exclusion  the  people  against  whom  the  Bill  was 
to  the  ear  of  the  British  workmen,  aimed?  They  sold  ice-cream  and  chest- 
but  broke  it  to  his  hope  after  it  became  |  nuts,  turned  organs,  and  carried  on 
law.  If  it  was  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  many  other  minor  callings  in  which  he. 
foreign  criminals  he  would  give  a  word  |  for  one,  did  not  wish  to  see  the  British 
of  advice  to  the  Home  Secretary.  Sir  workman  shine ;  and  some  earned  their 
Richard  Webster    passed   through    the  i  living    by    waiting    at    table.    If    the 
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peraecuted  from  other  lands  could  do 
that  kind  of  work,  because  the  Briton 
would  not  do  it — and  that  in  the  main  was 
the  cause — ^no  injustice  was  done  at  all. 
The  objectionable  clause  in  the  Bill  was 
that  which  referred  to  persons  having  no 
visible  or  probable  means  of  support. 
What  was  the  standard  of  visible  or 
probable  means  of  support?  He  knew 
lots  of  good  men  who  under  that  defini- 
tion would  be  tamed  away  from  our 
shores.  Supposing  America  or  the 
Colonies  were  to  interpret  the  law  in  that 
way  against  those  of  our  own  race,  it 
would  prevent  half  the  Irishmen  getting 
into  America  at  Castle  Oarden,  and 
thousands  obtaining  a  footing  in  Canada 
and  other  parts  of  the  Empire.  Did  it 
mean  that  a  man  must  be  well-dressed  ? 
If  so,  it  would  not  keep  out  the  criminals 
who  came  from  Paris,  Vienna,  Buda  Pesth, 
Cairo,  and  especiaUy  the  Bessarabian 
Jews,  who  are  alwajrs  well  dressed,  but 
who  were  so  criminal  that  they  had  been 
slung  out  of  South  Africa  altogether. 
They  would  let  in  clean,  well-dressed,  and 
apparently  respectable  criminals,  but 
keep  out  the  brawny,  honest,  though 
poverty-stricken  alien. 


Let  us  look  at  this  matter  from 
the  point  of  view  of  ourselves.  We 
were  an  emigrating  nation,  and 
would  be  for  some  years  to  come. 
If  we  adopted  restrictions  of  this  kind, 
it  would  be  an  incentive  to  other 
countries  to  be  still  more  restrictive, 
which  was  the  general  tendency  at  the 
present  day.  Where  was  the  grievance  ? 
With  the  exception  of  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  who  represented  Stepney,  it  was 
admitted  not  to  be  large.  It  was 
not  national.  It  was  proportionally 
small,  and  was  not  relatively  grow- 
ing.     What    was    more,     the    British 

Mr,  John  Burns. 
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workmen,  to  their  credit,  were 
not  very  much  alarmed  at  it.  We 
had  very  few  foreign  paupers,  and  there- 
fore on  the  score  of  pauperism  there  was 
no  ground  for  this  legislation.  And  as 
regarded  health,  these  aliens  were  per- 
haps the  worst  portion  of  the  world's 
population  for  criticism.  In  the  whole 
of  London  there  were  only  55  Jewish 
incurables,  and  these  were  not  on  the 
rates.  In  regard  to  lunatics  (he  spoke 
of  those  who  were  responsible  for  18,000 
lunatics  in  Londcm),  although  lunacy 
amongst  the  Jews  was  slightly  more  than 
normal,  it  was  not  so  much  so  as  to 
warrant  this  Bill.  It  was  true  that  the 
proportion  of  alien  criminals  was  above 
the  normal  figures  for  the  native  popula- 
tion, but  that  was  explained  by  the  fact 
that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  foreigners 
taken  into  the  calculation  were  adults. 


He  came  now  to  the  chief  point,  vix. ,  the 
dispossession  of  British  labour.  He 
maintained  that  that  was  grossly  ex- 
aggerated. In  the  last  ten  years,  in  al^ 
the  trades  in  which  aliens  were  employed, 
wages  had  been  increased,  and  hours  re- 
duced, while  the  exports  of  their  pro- 
ducts had  increased  to  an  extraordinary 
extent.  Curiously  enough,  the  workmen 
in  the  alleged  evicted  trades  did  not  feel 
half  so  keenly  on  the  matter  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stepney  did.  The  difficulty 
was  confined,  roughly  speaking,  to  the 
East  End  of  London,  and  mainly  to 
Stepney.  There  the  dumping  of  aliens 
had  accentuated  many  social  and  indus- 
trial difficulties ;  but  if  the  foreign  aliens 
were  to  live  in  a  self-constituted  Ghetto, 
which  he  regretted,  it  was  surely  better 
to  have  them  gathered  in  one  district 
than  widely  scattered.  He  would  not 
advocate  that  by  compulsion,  but  if  they 
chose  to  do  so  of  their  own  free  will  that 
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was  well.  He  maintained  that  the  East  |  and  universal  tramways  over  Westminster 
End  Jew  was  sober  and  non-criminal.  {  and  the  other  bridges.  But  there  were 
The  only  fault  he  had  to  find  with  him  I  other  methods  of  meeting  the  difficulty, 
was  that  he  had  none  of  the  vices  of  the  '  They  should  kill  home-work  altogether  ; 
free  man.  He  yielded  to  authority  with  ,  make  it  impossible  to  have  work  carried 
ox-like  submission.  He  was  patient,  on  in  tenements  where  people  eat,  lived, 
thrifty,   sober,  and    industrious  to    an    and  slept ;  they  should  totally  abolish  sub- 


extent  which  made  his  gorge  rise ;  but  to 
the  extent  that  he  did  that  he  had  dis- 


contracting,  do  away  with  child  labour, 
and,  above  all,  let  the  Home  Secretary 


armed  all  the  arguments  which  had  been    issue  a  regulation  abolishing  the  Sunday 

brought  against  him,  such  as  that  he  was    market  in  Petticoat  Lane.      There  was 

criminal,  that  he  was  a  charge  on  the    another  thing  to  do,  and  it  was  to  make 

public  rates,  and  that  he  was  lazy.    He    each  employer  in  the  East  End  give  their 

ventured  to  say  that  this  difficulty  was    employees  one  day's  rest  each  week.    If 

adjusting    itself.     There    was  not    the  ,  that  were  done  they  would  diminish  the 

overcrowding  in  the  East  End  of  Lon-  i  number  of  undesirable  persons  in  that 

don  that   there    was    some    time    ago.    part  of  London. 

It  was  not  true  that  the  local  authorities  i      „.   ,    ^      .  ^  ^^    ^  i^        ,r     , 

,    ,.  .  ,      , .  His  last  pomt  was  that  hon.  Members 

were  not  dealing    with   this    question. 


Between  1891  and  1901,  the  number  of 
tenants  of  one-room  tenements  in  London 


had  told  them  that  there  was  a  feeling 

growing  up  in  thia  country  against  the 

,    ,    ^  „       ,      ^,  ^^     ^,  Jew.    That  was  not  the  case  with  the 

had  fallen  by  81,000.    There  were  not 

more  than  80,000  to  100,000  Jews  in  East 


London,  and  yet  25,000  new  houses  were 
being  built  every  }'ear.    An  hon.  Member 


industrious  poor,  but  it  was  true   that 

there  was  an  anti-Jewish  feeling  growing 

up  elsewhere.     It  was  mostly  propagated 

.  _    ,  _  ,  in  newspapers   owned    by  Jewish    pro- 

opposite  said  that  the  Jews  were  over-  t     .  ^  ,  ,        ^  j    . 

^'^  ,       r         ,         ,       .    I  pnetors    and    was  advocated   by,  nch 

crowdmg  the  whole  of  London;   but  in 


St.  Oiles,  St.  George's  Hanover  Square, 
and  in  Holbom  and  in  other  districts  in 
the  West  End,  the  overcrowding  was  even 
greater  than  Stepney,  Whitechapel,  or 
St.    Gteorge's-in-the-East.     If  we  would 


Jews  who,  having  made  their  money 
out  of  foreign  countries,  settled  here 
and  forgot  their  poorer  compatriots.  But 
amongst  the  great  bulk  of  the  British 
working  people  there  was  no  anti-Jewish 

^  , ,.  ,     feeling,  although  there  was  a  feeling  of 
put  an  end  to  the  evil,  let  us  estabush  ^       ^         •    ^  xi_      a     xi.     a^- 

.  .  ^  ,        ,    ,    ,         .      resentment  against  the    South    African 

fair-rent   Courts,  as  they  had  done  m    ^  j        •    ^  ^i  n        -^ 

,     ,  ,      ,  *    ,      ,    Jew,  and  agamst  the  mere  financier  who 

Ireland,    extend    the    powers    of    local  i  ..,^.     ,•••..., 

,    ,^.  .      .         was  a  crimmal  not  mcluded  in  the  sche- 

authorities,     facihtate     communication,    _  ,       .    .,    _.,,      _, 

I  dule  of  this  Bill.  They  were  the  men 
stop  the  doing  of  work  at  home,  abolish  |  ^^^  ^^^^  stimulating  this  anti-Jewish 
sub-contracting  and  the  Uke.  If  they  i  i^^y^g,  g^  |„  ^g  ^he  bulk  of  British 
wanted  to  stop  overcrowding  they  should  working-men  were  concerned,  they  were 
bring  in  a  Bill  giving  local  authorities   too  good  and  too  considerate  to  do  any- 


more power  to  deal  with  this  problem. 
If  they  wanted  to  distribute  these  people, 


thing  but  offer  a  welcome  to  men  who 
had  fled  from  persecution  in  their  own 


let   them   give  power    to    the    London    country.    They  wished  this  country  to  bo 
County  Council  to  provide  cheap,  rapid,  |  regarded  as  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed 
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of  other  nationalities.  If  the  rich  Jews 
supported  this  Bill  against  their  poor 
fellow-countrymen  they  would  do  them 
an  injustice.  Nine-tenths  of  the  aristo- 
cracy worshipped  the  Jew;  one  half  of 
them  were  dying  to  marry  Jewesses ;  and 
if  Jews  were  coming  to  this  country  in 
increasing  numbers  it  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  rich  Jew,  the  Stock  Ex- 
change Jew,  had  opened  up  to  his  fellows 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  an  example  of 


BiU.  1160 

and  crowded  the  gaols.  Tliey  felt  that 
this  species  of  imported  manufactured 
goods  ought  not  to  be  dumped  upon 
them  any  longer,  and  that,  if  they  were, 
they  ought  not  to  take  them  lying  down. 
Had  there  been  time,  he  would  have 
liked  to  traverse  some  of  the  argumentB 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  for  whose  knowledge  he  had  the 
greatest  respect.  Although  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  knowledge  of  Paris  was  ex* 
tensive    and  peculiar,  there  were  other 


what  could  be  done  if  they  were  rich,  and 

because  the  Conservative  Party  had  made  !  people  who  knew  that  city  quite  as  well 

the  Stock  Exchange  a  new  Jerusalem  and  j  as  he  did.     It  had  been  said  that  several 

Park  Lane  a  new  Mount  Pisgah.     This  j  political    refugees     from    France,  who 

<}ovemment  was  not  showing  justice  tro    found  an  asylum  here,  were  eminent  and 

the  poor  Jew,  who  was  a  hard  worker, 

and  was  by  no  means  a  danger  to  the 

community. 


SirCARNB  RASCH  (Essex,  Chelmsford) 
said  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea  ap- 
peared to  be  suffering  from  ''  Jew  on  the 
brain."  For  fourteen  years  he  (Sir  C. 
Rasch)  had  been  the  representative  in  that 
House  of  Tilbury  Docks,  and  he  always 
endeavoured  to  get  all  the  information 
in  his  power.  In  the  East  of  England 
people  were  tired  of  this  incursion  of 
20,000  aliens  every  year,  who  swarmed 
the  labour  market,  brought  down  wages, 


virtuous  men.  There  were  other  com- 
munists also  who  did  their  best  to  come 
beie,  but  because  they  did  not  run  away 
in  time,  were  caught  and  very  properly 
shot.  For  his  part,  he  would  welcome 
any  Bill  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
keeping  out  political  refugees  of  that 
sort,  some  of  whom  had  succeeded  ia 
getting  here,  and  had  done  the  conntrj 
more  harm  than  good. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  241 ;  Noes, 
117.    (Division  List  No.  92.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
AUhusen,  AugustusHenryEden 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
BaUey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  Jamee  Robert 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.A.  J.(Manch*r 
Balfour,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.SirMichaelHicki 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Phownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 

Mr.  John  Burns. 


AYES. 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Brown,  Sir  Alex.  H.  (Shropsh.) 
Bull,  William  James 
Burdett-Coutts.  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
CaldweU,  James 
Campbell,J.H.M.(I>ublin  Univ. 
Carlil©,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
CauUey,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
CecU,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,Rt.HnJ.A.(Worc. 
Cbaplin,_Rt.  Hon.  Henry 


Chapman,  Edward 
Clare,  Octavius  Lei^ 
dive.  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
C(M;hill«  Douglas  Hvry 
Colomb,  Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  C.B. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyn© 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Cox.  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridw 
Craig,  CharlesCurtis  (Antrim,S. 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croflsley,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Gust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dahymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley- 
Davies,  SirHoratioD.(CJbathain 
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Dayies,  M.VaughaQ.( Cardigan  ] 
Dewar,  SirT.  R.(TowerHaiiUet8  [ 
Diokinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Diokson,  Charles  Soott 
Diokson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
I>imsdale3t.Hon.SirJoeeph  G. 
DUraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dizon-Haitland,  SirFredDizon 
Dorington,  Rt.Hon.Sir John  E. 
Douglas*  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doke,  Henry  Edward 
Doming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,  RtHon.  SirWilliam  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fard^  Sir  T.  George 
Fergu8son,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.  (llano. 
Fielden,  Edward  Brooklehnrst 
Finoh,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  PhilipS.(Warwiok.S.W. 
Fyler,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Oarfit^  William 
Godson,  Sir  AufirustusFrederick 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.(EIginA;Naim 
Gordon,MajEvan8-(TrH'mlets 
Gore,  HnG.R.C.Ormsby.(Salop 
Govohen,  Hon.  George  Joachim 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  HenryD.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(Cambs.) 
GrenfeU,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
GreviUe,  Hon.  Ronald 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Hambro,  Charles  Erie 
Hamilton,Marq.of ( L'nd'nderry 
Hardy,LiMirenoe(  Kent,  Ashlord 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,Arthur  Howard  (Hanley 
Heath,Jame8  (StafFords.  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustos 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W. 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.  (Sheffield,Brightside 
Hozier,  Hon.  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Biokersteth 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Jeffreys,  Rt  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 


{25  April  1904} 

Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  ColW.  (Salop. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Labouohere.  Henry 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.  N.  R 
Lee,  ArthurH.(Hant8,Fareham 
Legffe,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
LooKWood,  Lieut.-Col  A,  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charle8W.(Eyesham 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Bristol,S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  C.  (Cumb.  Eskdale) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis(  Lowestoft) 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Mietcdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Galmont,  Colonel  James 
Bialcolm,  Ian 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,RtHnSirH.E.(Wigt'n 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Biilvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,Edw. (Fermanagh,  N.) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Montagu,G.  (Huntingdon) 
Montagu,  Hon.J.Scott( Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Morgan,DaYid  J.  ( Walthamstow 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Muntz,  Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  RtHn.AGraham  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Norman,  Henry 
O'Neil,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Parker,  Sir  Gilbert 
Pease,HerbertPike  (Darlington 
Peel,  Hn.Wm.RobertWelle8ley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Peroy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Platt-ffiggins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Sir  Fi^deric  Came 
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Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  Hon.  M.W.(Staly bridge 
Ridley,  S.Forde(Bethnal  Green 
Ritclue,Rt  Hon.  Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts.  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford- 
Sadler,  CoL  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  SirHarryS.(Limehou8e 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col. Thos.  Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
SloHU,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,H.C.(North'mb.T3^de 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,Sir  Mark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 

Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt  Hn.  J.G.  (Oxf  dUniv. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Peroy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.   M. 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valontia,  Viscount 
Vincent,CoLSirC.  E.  H(  Sheffield 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Walrond,  RtHn.Sir  WilliamH. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart^  Orkney) 
Welby,Lt.Col.A.C.E.(Taunton 
Welby,  SirCharlee  G.E.(Notts.) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,H.  (Ash ton  und.Lyne 
Whitmoro,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.  R. 
Wilson-Todd,Sir  W.H.( Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,RtHn.  E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  RtHon.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Rt  Hon.  George 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 

Tbllbbs  for  th«  Ayes— Sir 
Alexander  Acland  -  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abmham,  William  (Cork,N.  E.) 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ai*bton,  Thomas  C^ir 
Asquith,Rt.HonHerbertHenry 
Atherley-Jonefl,  L 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 


NOES. 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Brigg.  John 

Broadhurst,  Henry 


Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Burke  E.  Haviland- 
Bums,  John 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
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Camton*  Richard  Knight 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Engene 
I>ayie8,  Amed  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Deyiin,Charie8Bam8ay(Galway 
DeTlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellice,Capt£.C(S.Andrw'sBghs 
£lli^  John  Edfirard  (Notts.) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fitsmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
G)adstone,Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hehne,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henaerson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  William(CamaiTon8hire 
Joyce,  Ifichael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Langley,  Batty 


{COMMONS} 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Layland-Barratt^  Francis 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

BfaoNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 
*  MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 

M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 

M'Crae,  Geoige 

MTadden,  Edward 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Keui,  John 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'KiUop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  lioyd  (Carmartheo) 

Mortey,  Chasies  (Breoonshire) 

Moriey,Rt.Hon.John(Montrose 

Moss,  Samuel 

Murphy,  John 
'  Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

0'Brien,Kendal  (l^peraiyMid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Biien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
,  O'Connor  James  (Wicklow,W.) 
I  0'Donndl,John  (Mayo,  8.) 

O'Dowd  John 
<  0*MaUey,  Wilham 
;  O'Shaug^inessy,  P.  J. 
'  Partington,  Oswald 
I  Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
I  Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


of  the  House. 
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PriesUey,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Reokitt^  Harold  James 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  £.  (Watedocd) 

Riokett,  J.  Compton 

Riffg,  Richard 

Roborti,  Jc^m  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Roche,  John 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (derdaiid) 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (WhitediaMl) 

Seely,  Maj.J.£.B.(IsleofWight) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehy,  David 

Siodair,  John  (Forfarshire) 

Spenoer,Rt.Hn.aR  (Northanti 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  a  (Radchile) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.  (GlamorguJE.) 

Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merth7r) 

Tomkinson,  JajDes 

Toulmin,  George 

Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Ptshner 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.B.) 

Woo<fliouse,SirJ.T(Huddenfd 


Tkllxbs  tor  thm  Nom— Sir 
Charles  Dilke  and  Mr. 
Trevelyan. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  this  day. 


8AVIN€»S  BANKS  ACTS  AMENDMENT       | 
[DEFICIENCY  ANNUITY].  j 

Resolution  reported,  **  That  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  authorise  the  continuance  of 
the  payment  of  the  terminable  annuity 
payable  under  Section  1  of  the  Savings ' 
Banks  Act,  1880,  in  each  year  up  to  the  ; 
end  of  the  half-year  ending  on  20th  May, ' 
1917,   in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of  the 
present  session  to  amend    the  Savings : 
Banks  Acts."  ! 

Besolution  read  a  second  time.  ! 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Besolution.  ' 


And,  it  being  after  Bfidnight,  and 
objection  being  taken  to  farther  Fro* 
ceeding,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  this  day. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment, of 
the  House. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY OP  THE  TREASURY  (Sir  A. 
AoLAND-HooD,  Somersetshire,  WeDiog* 
ton)  said  it  might  be  convenient  for  Hon. 
Members  to  know  that  the  Government 
proposed  to  take  the  Report  stage  of 
the  Budget  Resolutions  on  Wednesday 
instead  of  the  Bishopric  of  Soathwsrfc 
Bill. 


Adjoumad  at  ten  minotat  b^ 
Twelve  o'olook. 
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HOUSB    OF    LORDS*  !  the  Table.    The  orders  made  on  the  4th 

and  24th  of  March  last  discharged,  and 
'  BiU  committed. 


Tuesday,  26^  AprU,  1904. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  Richard 
Jaeger's  Patent— (Petition  for  Bill)  ought 
to  be  dispensed  with,  and  leave  given 
to  introduce  the  Bill.  Read,  and  agreed 
to. 

Bbbw  Vale  Urban  District  Water  BiU 
[h.l.].  Reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, with  Amendments. 

Great  Northern  and  City  Railway 
(Extension  of  Time)  BiU ;  Corbridge  Gas 
Bill.    RqK>rted,  without  Amoidment. 

South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage 
BiU  [h.l.];  Chesterfield  Gas  and  Water 
Board  BiU  [h.l.].  Reported,  with 
Amendments. 

Shipley  Urban  District  Council  BiU 
'  [h.l.];    Hampt<m-in-Arden    Gas     Bill; 

Great  Eastern  RaUway  (Steamboats) 
»  BUI;   St.    Bartholomew's  Hospital  BiU 

[H.L.].    Reported,  with  Amendments. 

Mid-Cheshire  Tramways  BiU  [h.l.]. 
The  Lord  Balfoub  informed  the  House 
that  the  Promoters  do  not  intend 
to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill  The 
orders  made  on  the  26th  of  February 
and  Friday  last  discharged.  Ordered, 
That  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded 
*  with. 

Motherwell  and  BeUshiU  RaUway 
(Abandonment)  Provisional  Order. 
Ordered,  That  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Committee  of  this  House  on  the  BiU 
for  the  MotherweU  and  BeUshiU  Railway 
Act,  1900,  be  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  to  inquire  into  the  MotherweU  and 
BeUshiU  RaUway  (Abandonment)  Draft 
Provisional  Order,  1904. 

Liverpool  and]Wigan  Churches  BiU 
[h.l.].  Report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, That  the  Committee  had  not 
proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the 
BUI,  the  opposition  thereto  hiving  been 
withdrawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  Ue  on 

VOL.  CXXXIIL     [Fourth  Series.] 


Local  Qovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.     1)     BiU.       Brought     from    the 
I  Commons. 

Thurles  Urban  District  CouncU  Water 
I  BiU ;  Wolverhampton  Corporation   Bill. 
'  Brought  from  the  Commons ;    read  1* ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

Appleby  Corporation  Gas  BiU  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments.  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Southend  Water  BiU.  Returned  from 
the  Commons  with  the  Amendment 
agreed  to,  with  Amendments.  The  said 
Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

King's  College  Hospital  BiU  [h.l.]; 
Ilford  Urban  District  Council  BiU  [h.l.]; 
West  Riding  Tramways  BiU  [h.l.]; 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Bill 
[H.L.];  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  BUI  [h.l.]; 
Great  Yarmouth  Corporation  BiU  [h.l.]  ; 
North  Wales  Electric  Power  BUI  [h.l.]  ; 
Oakengates,  Dawley,  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board  BiU  [h.l].  Report  from 
the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the 
Lord  EUenborough  be  proposed  to  the 
House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place  of 
the  Lord  Rosmead ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  BiU  [h.l.]; 
Trafford  Park  Dock  and  Railway  BiU 
[h.l.];  Manchester  Corporation  Tram- 
ways BiU  [H.L.] ;  Manchester  Corporation 
(General  Powers)  BiU  [h.l.];  Stretford 
Urban  District  CouncU  Bill  [h.l.].  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That 
the  foUowing  Lords  be  proposed  to  the 
House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for 
the  consideration  of  the  said  BiUs;  viz., 
E.  Romney,  E.  Lytton,  L.  Bateman, 
L.  HamUton  of  Dalzell,  L.  Glanusk 
(Chairman) ;  agreed  to,  and  the  said  Lords 
appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee 
to  meet  on  Wednesday  the  4th  of  May 
next  at  eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions 
referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave 
to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as 
desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  BUls. 

2  S 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


Local  Grovemment  Provisional  Orders 
<No.  1)  Bill.  Read  1»;  to  be  printed; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners.  (No. 
53.) 


'    LONDON,  TILBURY,  AND  SOUTHEND 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

The  ACTING  CHAIRMAN  of  COM- 
MITTEES (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  : 
My  Lords,  there  is  a  Motion  standing  in 
my  name  that  Standing  Order  No.  93  be 
considered  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
ivith  in  respect  to  a  Petition  of  the  East 
Ham  Urban  District  Council  I  may 
explain  thiit  this  Petition  was  late  owing 
to  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  date  on 
which  the  Bill  was  read  a  first  time  in 
your  Lordships'  House.  It  was  not 
thought  that  it  would  be  read  a  first  time 
before  the  Easter    recess,  and  the    op- 

rments  did  not  notice  that  it  had  so  been, 
have  seen  the  parties  in  the  case,  and 
^oth  the  promoters  and  the  opponents 
of  the  Bill  are  agreeable  that  the  Petition 
should  be  presented.  In  those  circum- 
stances, I  move  that  the  Standing  Order 
be  suspended  and  that  the  Petition  be 
allowed  to  be  presented. 

Moved,  •*  That  Standing  Order  No.  93 
be  considered  in  order  to  its  being  dis- 
pensed with,  with  respect  to  a  Petition 
of  the  East  Ham  Urban  District  Council.'* 
— {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh). 

On  Question,  Motion  agreed  to, 
Leave  give  to  present  the  said  Petition. 


NEW  BILL. 


BILLS  OP  EXCHANGE  ACT,  1882, 
AMENDMENT  BILL  [H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  Section  82  of  the  Billn 
o^Exchange  Act,  1882.  Was  presented 
by  the  Lori  Chancellor ;  read  1* ;  and  to 
be  printed.    (No.  52.) 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  3144.  United  States  (Texas). 

No.  3145.  (Germany  (Chemnitz). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


LONDON,    TILBURY,    AND    SOUTHEND 
RAILWAY  BILL 

Committed;    The   Committee   to  be 
;propo8ed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (TheEABL 
of  Halsbubt)  :  My  Lords,  your  Lordships 
have  constantly  discussed  the  question 
iivhether  some  legislation  on  this  subject 
is  not  required,  and  by  the  consent  of 
both  sides  of  the  House  it  has  been 
agreed  that  some  legislation  is  required. 
There  is  a  great  and  advancing  evil  which 
it  is  necessary  to  meet,  and  it  is  urgent 
that  steps  should  be  taken  to  dimmiBh 
what  has  been  described  as  a  canker  which 
is  eating  away  the  commercial  honesty  of 
a  great  many  classes  in  this  country. 
Your  Lordships  are  familiar  with  the 
jM^yisions  of  this  Bill.  I  have  taken 
means  to  ascertain  the  reception  which 
the  Bill  met  with  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  I  have  accepted,  with  one 
exception,  the  Amendments  which  were 
made  in  Grand  Committee.  That^  of 
course,  ought  to  dear  the  way  for  the 
complete  acceptance  of  the  Bill.  The 
exception  is  one  which  I  shall  insist  upon 
as  essential  to  any  such  Bill — it  is  the 
veto  of  the  Attorney-Genera).  I  am 
unwilling  to  be  a  party  to  anything  that 
will  promote  evils  even  worse  than  the 
corruption  which  the  Bill  is  intended  to  pat 
down.  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  who 
has  not  examined  into  the  subject  can 
a^^redate  the  extent  to  which  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  misfat  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  blackmair  unless  this  provision  was 
inserted.  It  is  the  fear  of  being  accused 
that  the  blackmailer  avails  himself  of. 
One  of  the  Amendments  suggestad  as  an 
alternative  to  the  veto  of  the  Attorney- 
General  was  that  an  indictment  under 
this  Bill  should  be  part  of  the  legis- 
b&tion  in  irespect  to  what  is  called  the 
vexatious    indictment    procedure.     That 
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is    not    a    sufficient    safeguard     against 
blackmailing,      because      if      the     case 
went  before  a    magistrate  there  would  i 
be  publicity  of  the  accusation,   and  it  | 
is  publicity  that  the  blackmailer  makes 
the  great  instrument  of  oppression.    If,  < 
however,  the  blackmailer  has  to  obtain 
the  permission  of  the  Attorney-General, 
there  will  be  no  publicity  if  the  law 
officer  of  the  Crown  decides  that  it  is  not 
a  case  in  which  a  prosecution  should  be 
instituted.      Moreover,  a  blackmailer  is 
the  last  person  in  the  world  to  pay  a  visit 
to   the  Attomey-Oeneral  to  ask  for  his 

fermiflsion  to  proceed  with  a  prosecution, 
hope  your  Lordships  will  read  the  Bill 
a  second  time.  ' 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2»."— (TAc  Lard  Chanoellcr). 

♦LoBD  JAMES  OF  HEREFORD :  My 
Lords,  my  noble  and  learned  friend  on 
the  Woolsack  knows  the  estimation  in 
which  I  hold  his  opinion  in  matters  of 
legislation  and  how  strongly  I  am  dis- 
posed to  support  this  Bill.  But  I  must 
say  that  I  heard  with  great  regret  the 
statement  which  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  has  just  made,  because  I  fear  that, 
if  the  provision  to  which  he  has  referred 
is  persisted  in,  the  Bill  is  not  likely  to 
pass  into  law.  I  do  not  think  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  can  be  aware  how 
widespread  is  the  view  among  Com- 
mercial men  and  the  legal  profession 
against  the  safeguard  which  he  thinks  so 
necessary,  and  I  am  afraid  he  does  not 
recognise  what  is  the  fact,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  will  decUne  to  pass 
the  BiU  with  this  provision  in  it.  I  am 
informed  that  it  is  strongly  felt  that  if 
this  safeguard  —  this  so-called  safe- 
guard— is  inserted,  the  Bill  will, 
for  aU  ordinary  purposes,  become 
nugatory.  I  have  no  doubt  that  where 
there  are  important  prosecutions  to  be 
supported,  persons  in  a  position  to 
employ  solicitors  will  be  able  to 
secure  the  Attomey-G^nerars  fiat ; 
but  the  chiM  object  of  this  Bill,  so  far 
4kS  I  have  understood  it  from  its  incep- 
tion, is  to  produce,  if  possible,  a  more 
honest  method  of  dealing  in  every-day 
life.  Even  in  domestic  matters  we 
know  of  great  evik  that  spring  from  this 
system  of  secret  commissions,  and 
persons  axe  daily  defrauded  by  those  in 


their  households  who  really  ought  to  be 
their  guardians.  If  a  man  in  the  country 
wished  to  bring  to  light  some  such  evil, 
the  initial  step  under  this  Bill  would  not 
be  to  take  proceedings  at  once  and  let 
the  matter  be  determined  then  and 
there  before  a  magistrate.  No;  he 
would  have  to  employ  a  solicitor 
who  in  his  turn  would  have  to 
engage  an  agent  in  Ixmdon,  file 
affidavits,  and  marshal  all  the  evidence 
to  be  adduced .  This  substantial  expense 
would  have  to  be  incurred  before  the 
fiat  of  the  Attomey-Oeneral  could  be 
obtained,  and  all  this,  perhaps,  in  order 
to  bring  to  light  an  offence  of  a  domestic 
character.  Do  your  Lordships  really 
think  that  any  ordinary  person  wiU 
undertake  to  go  through  this  process  in 
order  to  institute  a  prosecution  for  an 
offence  under  the  Bill.  Why,  I  ask,  is 
this  exception  made  in  this  case?  I 
cannot  see  how  the  possibilities  of  black- 
mail  can  be  greater  in  these  prosecutions 
than  in  others.  Persons  can  be  given  in 
custody  straight  away  for  embezzlement 
and  other  serious  offences,  yet  under  this 
Bill  it  will  be  necessary,  even  in  smaU 
matters  of  a  domestic  character,  to  adopt 
the  cumbrous  procedure  set  forth.  The 
matter,  of  course,  is  in  the  hands  of  my 
noble  and  learned  friend,  but  I  fear  that, 
with  this  provision  in  it,  an  obstacle  is 
created  to  the  passing  of  the  BiU. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR:  All  I 
can  say  is  that  experience  shows  that 
blackmiuling  is  on  the  increase,  and  I  will 
not  be  a  party  to  any  Bill  which  does  not 
contain  the  safeguard  that  I  have  indi- 
cated. 1  may  add  that  those  who  have 
preceded  me  in  introducing  measures  of 
'  this  character  have  come  round  to  my 
view  on  this  point,  and  your  Lordships 
have  twice  passed  a  Prevention  of  Corrup- 
tion Bill  containing  this  provision,  against 
which  no  new  reason  has  been  given. 

On  Question,  Bill  read   2%  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of    the  Whole 
1  House.  • 


WARSHIP  TRIALS. 
Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  has  considered  the  damage  to 
local  fisheries  that  may  be  caused  by  the 
triak  of  warships  on  the  new  measured 
2  S  2 
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mile  off  Polperro ;  whether  he  has  taken, 
or  will  take,  the  opinion  of  fishery  experts 
on  this  subject ;  and  what  proposals  are 
to  be  put  forward  by  the  Admiralty  for 
compensation  to  the  local  fishermen  for 
any  damage  done  during  the  course  of 
such  trials  to  the  fisheries  or  to  their 
boats  and  gear. 

The  facts  on  which  my  Question  is 
founded  can  be  briefly  stated,  and,  I 
^ink,  involre  no  controversial  matter. 
The  Admiralty  are  in  need  of  a  measured  i 
mile  somewhere  in  close  proximity  to 
Plymouth  for  the  purpose  of  the.  speed 
teials  of  His  Majesty  s  ships  of  war.  I 
believe  that  the  original  intention  was 
to  have  this  measuied  mile  somewhere 
in  Whitesand  Bay.  There  were  also 
proposals  for  it  to  be  between  Rame 
Head  and  the  Eddystone  Lighthouse, 
and,  so  far  as  the  fishermen  were  con- 
cerned, I  am  sure  that  locafity  would 
have  been  the  one  they  would  have 
greatly  preferred.  The  Admiralty,  how- 
ever, after  careful  consideration,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  most 
suitable  place  is  off  the  fishing  village 
of  Polperro,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  measured  mile  to  be 
located  there.  The  Admiralty  have . 
bought  certain  pieces  of  land  on  the 
rocks,  on  which  they  have  erected  two 
of  the  most  successful  eyesores  that 
have  been  put  up  in  any  part  of  Oreat  I 
Britain.  That,  however,  is  no  part  of  ' 
my  business,  though  it  does  seem  a 
pity  that  ugliness  should  necessarily  be 
conjoined  with  utiUty.  I  am  afraid  the 
noble  Barl  opposite  may  hear  a  good 
deal  of  this  subject  from  that  brother- 
hood of  artists  who  make  their  home 
on  the  Cornish  coast,  but  I  will  not 
say  any  more  about  it.  ! 

The  point  I  wish   to    bring    out    is 
what  I  believe  to    be    the    justifiable 
anxiety  of  the  fishermen  on  the  coast — 
in  Fowey,  Looe,  Polperro,  and  the  other 
fishing  villages.    All   these  little  ports  i 
on  the  coast  are  inhabited  by  the  same  { 
sort  of  fishermen — ^fishermen  with  small  | 
undecked  or  partly-decked  boats,  who 
rely  for  their  fishing  on  the  waters  close  ! 
to   the  shore,  probably  largely  withm  | 
the   territorial   waters.     The  measured  i 
mile  is,  as  1  understand,  to  be  within 
a  mile  and   a   half   of    the    coast   off 
Polperro.    A  mile  and  a  half  at  sea  is 
a  very  short    distance   indeed,   and   I 

TA>rd  Tweedmouth, 


think  your  Lordship  will  realise  what 
disturbance  in  the  water  one  of  th 
great  battleships  going   along  at  full* 
speed  must  necessarily  make. 

The  fishermen  are  anxious  on  three 
grounds.  First,  they  are  uixious  as  to> 
what  Ihe  result  may  be  to  their  compaca- 
tively  small  boats.  They  are  afraid  that 
the  wash  of  these  great  vesaela  wiU 
subject  Ihem  to  some  danger,  and 
they  also  think  that  even  boata 
lying  in  the  harbour  of  Polperro  itsdf — 
whidi  is  noihing  but  one  of  those  litde 
inlets  running  into  the  land  so  common 
on  the  Cornish  coast — ^will  be  damaged 
by  being  knocked  together  as  the  result 
of  the  wash  of  these  large  men-of-war 
being,  as  it  were,  focussed  up  the  ehannet 
of  the  inlet.  Next,  they  are  afraid  of  the 
actual  disturbance  to  the  fisheries  tiiem- 
selves  on  the  fishing  grounds  which  theae 
boats  frequent,  and  in  the  centre  of 
which  this  measured  mile  is  to  be  located* 
It  will  be  said,  no  doubt  that  the  triala 
of  these  ships  will  only  take  place  on 
perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  days  during  the 
year.  That  may  be  so,  but  what  I  want 
the  House  to  remember  is  this,  that  the 
real  harvest  for  the  fishermen  on  thia 
coast,  as  in  many  other  places,  occurs 
when  a  big  shoal  of  migratory  fish  is  on. 
their  particular  fishing  ground.  That  is 
especially  the  case  off  the  coast  of  Corn- 
Wall.  These  fishermen  rely  for  their 
important  harvests  on  the  oocanions  when 
shoals  of  pilchards,  mackerel,  and  the 
like  are  close  in  shore  and  when  they  can 
get  at  them.  I  do  not  think  it  requirea 
great  knowledge  to  realise  that,  if  a  big 
dioal  of  pilchards  or  mackerel  was  <m  the 
particular  ground  through  which  thia 
measured  mile  runs  at  the  time  that  a 
great  battleship  was  being  driven  full 
speed  through  it,  the  fi»h  would  almost 
inevitably  be  dispersed,  and  the  fishermen 
would  lose  tiieir  greatchance  of  a  large  haul. 
That  is  one  point.  I  will  not  press  the 
possible  damage  that  might  be  done  to 
other  more  regular  forms  of  fishing,  but 
even  to  those  there  is  a  risk  of  some 


I  now  come  to  the  danger  of  damage 
being  done  to  the  gear  of  the  fishermen. 
The  migratory  fish  to  which  I  have 
referred  are  caught  by  drift-nets,  which 
are  set  in  the  water  at  the  depth  at 
which    the    fishermen    judge    that    the 
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particular  ahoal  is  at  the   time.    The 
usual  depth  to  set  drift-nets  for  pilchards 
and  madcerel  is  from  eighteen  to  twenty 
feet  below  the  surface,  and  the  damage 
whidi  will  be  done  to  a  fleet  of   nets  by  ! 
a  great    battleship  running  down    the 
centre  of  them  is  obvious.    It   is,    of  j 
course,  a  necessity  that  tiie  Admiralty 
should  have  a  proper  site  for  a  measured  ' 
mile.     I  grant  that  at  once.     But  if  it 
involves  lose  and  damage  to  other   of 
His  Majesty's  lieges  it  is  the  country  at 
large  which  ought  to  bear  the  respon- 
ail^ty  for  the  cost.    The  case  calls  for 
a  very  favourable  and  a  very  kindly 
and  generous  c<msideration,  and  I  would 
press  it  all  the  stronger  on  my  noble  | 
friend  because  these  fishermen  are  to  a 
large  extent  the  very  class  from  which  ! 
the  Navy  draws  many  of  its  best  men. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTT(The  Earl  of  Selbob^e)  :  My  Lords, 
There  is  no  class  of  civilians  in  this 
country  for  whom  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
naturally  have  greater  sympathy  than 
for  the  fishermen  around  our  coasts. 
\^at  the  noble  Lord  has  said  in  respect ! 
to  them  is  perfectly  true  and  the  Board 
of  AdmiriJty  always  has,  and  always  will 
approach  any  question  affecting  their 
welfare  as  one  of  great  interest  to  them- 
fidves  and  as  indirectly  affecting  the  wel- 
fare of  theNavy.  Butsofar  aslamin  a 
position  to  form  an  opinion,  the  alarm  to 
which  my  noble  friend  has  given  expres- 
sion is  really  unnecessary,  and  at  all 
events  premature.  This  is  not  a  new 
question.  The  question  of  a  particular 
site  for  a  measured  mile  course — ^the  need 
for  which,  of  course,  my  noble  friend 
fully  admits  —  is  a  very  old-standing 
question,  and  the  site  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing was  fixed  upon  no  less  than  six 
years  ago,  after  very  prolonged  examina- 
tion, as  the  best  possible  ^ite.  There  has 
never  been  any  secret  in  the  matter. 
There  was  some  difficulty  in  obtaining 
land  on  which  to  erect  the  leading  marks, 
owing  to  the  architectural  difficulties  to 
which  my  noble  friend  has  made  allusion, 
and  it  was  only  within  the  last  few 
months  that  this  land  was  finally  acquired 
and  these  leading  marks  were  begun  to  be 
erected.  Although  the  question  was 
raised  six  years  ago,  and  although  there 
was  no  mystery  about  it,  it  was  only 
when  the  leading  mark»  were  practically 


finished  and  the  measured  mile  was  about 
to  be  used  that  any  objection  was  made. 
My  noble  friend  has  not  raised  the 
flsathetic  question  and  therefore  I  will  not 
deal  with  it,  but  in  respect  of  the  fishing 
he  has  not  mentioned  that  this  water  is 
very  deep.  It  is  a  deep  coast  and  this 
question  of  possible  injury  to  fishermen's 
gear  has  not  been  neglected.  I  am 
advised,  however — and  so  far  as  I  am  in 
a  position  to  form  an  opinion,  although  I 
am  no  expert,  I  am  rightly  advised — that 
the  chance  of  injury  to  fishermen  or  their 
gear  is  very  improbable.  That  being  the 
case  I  cannot  undertake  to  answer  a 
hypothetical  question  as  to  what  com- 
pensation the  Admiralty  would  be- 
prepared  to  give  for  injury  which  has  not 
arisen,  and  which  I  do  not  tiiink  is  likely 
to  arise.  I  can  only  say,  and  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Spencer  will  confirm  me« 
that  whatever  questions  as  to  injury  to 
fishermen  by  His  Majesty's  Navy  have 
arisen  in  the  past,  the  Admiralty  has 
never  dealt  with  such  questions  either 
unsympathetically  or  in  a  niggardly 
manner. 


ARMY  (ANNUAL)  BILL. 

Read    3*    (according    to  order),   and 
passed. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICAi^TS  TO  CHILDREN 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
without  further  Amendment. 

Hooae  adjourned  at  Fire  o'clock^ 
to  Thursday  next,  half-past 
Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Tuesdaff,  26/A  April,  1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIFATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill.  As 
amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

Harrow  Road  and  Paddington  Tram- 
ways Bill     As  amended,  considered;  a 
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clause  added ;   Amendmentfl  made ;   Bill 
to  be  read  the  third  time. 

Humber  Commercial  Railway  and 
Dock  Bill.  As  amended,  considered ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  3)  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Order  (No.  4) 
Bill.   Head  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Commons  Regulation  (Merrow)  Pro- 
visional Order.  Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts, 
J  845  to  1899,  relating  to  Merrow  Downs, 
in  the  parish  of  Merrow,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ailwyn  Fellowes  and  Mr.  Victor 
Cavendish. 

Commons  Regulation  (Oxshott)  Pro- 
visional Order.  Bill  to  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts, 
1845  to  1899,  relating  to  Oxshott  Heath, 
in  the  parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  cotnty  of 
Surrey,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ailwyn  Fellowes  and  Mr.  Victor 
Cavendish. 

Commons  Regulation  (Merrow)  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill.  **  To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts, 
1845  to  1899,  relating  to  Merrow  Downs, 
in  the  parish  of  Merrow,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time :  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  163.] 

Commons  Regulation  (Oxshott)  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill.  "  To  confirm  a  Pro- 
visional Order  under  the  Inclosure  Acts, 
1845  to  1899,  relating  to  Oxshott  Heath, 
in  the  parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  164.] 

Motherwell  and  BeUshill  Railway 
(Abandonment)  Provisional  Order  Bill. 
Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway  Bill»  in 
Session  1900,  be  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners   appointed    under    the    Private 


Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899,  to  inquire  into  the  Motherwell  and 
BeUshill  Railway  (Abandonment)  Draft 
Provisional  Order.— (T*«  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means,) 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill.  Second 
Reading  deferred  from  Monday  next  till 
Friday,  6th  May. 

London,  Camberwell,  and  Dulwich 
Tramways  Bill.  Reported  [Preamble  not 
proved] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed. 

'^  Lancashire  and  Torkshire  Railway 
(Various  Powers)  Bill.  Reported,  wi^ 
Amendments;  Report  to  lie^upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill.  Reported, 
with  Amendments,  from  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee ;  Report  tojie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS, 


EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Auchterarder,  for  altera- 
tion; to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LAND  VALUES  (ASSESSMENT  AND 
RATING)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Middleton,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 
Petitions   against  alteration  of  Law: 
from  Builth  Wells  (two) ;  Northumber. 
land  Heath ;  Toynton  St.  Peter ;  Rugelv 
Lower  Edmonton ;  Turvey;  Sale  (nine) 
Enfield ;  Bowes  Park ;  Ashton-on-Mersey 
(three);    Sawtey;   Brighton;   Bradfield; 
Hackney;    Deptford;    Radcliffe;  Sooth- 
sea ;  Southwark  (two);  Stafford;  Paign- 
ton; Wood  Green ;  Portslade;  and  Ham- 
I  mersmith ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 
Petition  from  Galashiels,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

I  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  against];  to  lie 
,  upon  the  Table. 
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RATING  OP  MACHINERY  BILL.                  QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
Petition  from  Croydon,  against;  to  lie   CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 
upon  the  Table.  


REVACCINATION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Seedley,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  tiie  Table. 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL. 
Petition  from  Taunton,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 
(SUPERANNUATION)  ACT,  1898. 

Paper  [presented  25tli  April]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  141.] 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 
(SUPERANNUATION)  ^CT,  1898  (SCOT- 
LAND) 1899. 

Paper  [presented  25th  April]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  142.] 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  List  of  Ar^rioultural 
Correspordents  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries,  with  a  Copy  of 
their  Instructions  as  to  Procedure  and  a 
Prefatory  Memoraodum  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

County  Courts  Act,  1888,  and  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  (Officers)  Act,  1879. 
Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  dated  26th  April,  1904, 
directing  that  the  Registrar  of  the 
County  Court  of  Yorkshire  (West  Hiding), 
held  at  Wakefield,  shall  not  practise  as  a 
solicitor,  and  that  Section  20  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Officers) 
Act,  1879,  shall  not  apply  to  the  office  of 
Registrar  of  the  said  County  Court  [by 
Act]. 

EXCHEQUER  BALANCES. 
Return  ordered,  **  showing  how  the 
Exchequer  Balance  has  been  strengthened 
or  depleted  in  each  of  the  five  years  end- 
ing the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1904.''— (^''. 
McCrae,) 


London  Telegraphists — Hours  of  Duty. 
Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) ;    To  ask 

^  the  Postmaster-(jreneral  whether  he  is 
aware  that  at  an  office  in  Highbury 
telegraph  clerks  are  compelled  to  perform 
duty  from  noon  to  10  p.m.  one  day  and 
7  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  the  next ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Tweedmouch 
Committee  expressly  stated  that  tele- 
graphists were  to  have  nine  clear  hours  at 
home  in  between  duties,  and  in  view  of 

!  the  fact  that  London  clerks  are  compelled 
to  live  some  distance  from  their  homes, 
he  will  direct  an  alteration  of  duties  which 
will  permit  the  rules  of  the  Department 
being  complied  with. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The 
arrangement  in  question  has  been  in  force 
for  many  years  at  Highbury  and  elsewhere, 
and  is  in  many  cases  preferred  by  the 
staff.  If  the  counter  clerks  and  tele- 
graphists at  Highbury  wish  for  an  altera- 
tion, they  should  apply  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
rearranging  the  hours  of  attendance  so  as 
to  bring  them  into  conformity  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee. 

Patent  Office  —  Proposed  Branch 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether, 
seeing  that  there  is  no  branch  of  the  Patent 
Office  in  Ireland  for  Irish  business,  he  is 
prepared  to  favourably  consider  a  proposal 
for  the  setting  up  of  such  a  branch  for  the 
convenience  of  Irishmen. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour.)  I 
am  not  prepared  to  consider  this  proposal. 
There  are  serious  administrative  difficul- 
ties, and  as  only  1-6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  applicants  for  British  patents 
during  the  last  nine  years  were  resident  in 
Ireland,  it  is  clear  that  the  amount  of  fees 
that  would  be  received  from  Irish 
patentees  would  not  be  sufficient  to  justify 
the  expense  of  establishing  a  separate 
branch  of  the  Patent  Office  m  Ireland. 

Board  of  Trade  —  Proposed  Branch  in 
Dublin. 

Mr.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether,  seeing  that  there 
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is  no  separate  branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  for  Ireland,  he  is  prepared  to 
favourably  consider  a  proposal  for  the 
establishment  of  such  a  branch  in  Dublin. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Gerald  Balfour.)  I  do 
not  know  of  any  circumstances  which 
would  render  such  an  arrangement 
desirable. 

Dealing  in  "Fatmres"— Suffeated  Stamp 
Dntj. 

Mr.  field  :  To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  imposing  a  stamp  tax 
on  all  future  option  and  warrant  contracts 
concerning  foodstuffs,  cotton,  metals, 
commodities,  or  shares  which  are  non- 
existent; and,  whether  he  has  any  official 
information  which  will  show  whether  the 
imposition  of  such  a  tax  would  provide 
revenue  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  remove 
the  proposed  increase  of  taxation  on  tea. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Austen  CJiamberUUn.) 
After  carefully  considering  this  Question, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  distinguish  in  a  tax 
between  those  contracts  which  the  hon. 


Member  wishes  to  discourage  and  thoee 
which  ought  to  be  exempt  from  the  duty, 
for  the  difference  between  the  two 
of  transaction  is  not  in  their  form  but 
the  minds  of  the  parties  concerned. 


m 


ofBccleaiaatkal 
^mmiasioneis- 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Membw 
for  West  Salford,  as  Church  Estates 
Commissioner,     whether    the    sum     of 

,  £8,540  10s.  Id.,  entered  in  the  Common 
Fund  Account  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
missioners for  England  under  the  head  of 
legal    expenses,    includes    the    sum     of 

I  £3,037  lis.  6d.  entered  in  the  summary 
of  trust  accounts  as  cash  paid  for  legal 
expenses ;  and  whether  he  will  state  Uie 

I  total  legal  expenses  of  the  Ecclesiastieal 
Commissioners  in  each  of  the  ten  financial 
years  last  past. 

{Answered  by  Sir  Lees  Knawles.)  The 
following  Table  contains  the  amounts  paid 
bv  the  Eccleeiastical  Commissioners  for 
^gland  for  legal  expenses  for  the  ten 
years  ending  31st  October,  1903,  as  shown 
in  the  Reports  to  Parliament 


• 

Common  Fond. 

In  respect  of 

sales  of  glebe 

and  other  trust 

Acconnts. 

Total 

Year  ending  31fit  October  1894 . 

£      s.    d, 
7,887  11     1 

£      s,    d. 
4,640  18    4 

£      s.    d, 
12,528    9    5 

1S95. 

7,424    4    9 

3,371    4    0 

10,795    8    0 

1896. 

9,853    2    2 

2,573  18    2 

12,427    0    4 

1897.        . 

7,097  11  11 

3,068  14  10 

10,166    6    9 

1898. 

6.543  12    5 

2,592    7    2 

9,135  19    7 

>,                 M         1899. 

7,352    5    2 

2,487    3    7 

9,789    8    9 

1900. 

6,576    7    1 

2,675  13    4 

9,252    0    5 

1901. 

7,158  19    5 

2,660    0    1 

9,818  19    6 

1902. 

10,136  10    0 

2,030    4    4 

12,166  14    4 

1903. 

8,540  10    1 

j  3,037  14    6) 
(      16    7  lOf 

11,594  12    5 

Playment  of  Gnuit  to  Brening  School 
Teachers  in  Queen's  Oonntj. 

Mr.  DELANY  (Queen's  County, 
Ossory)  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  the 


I  grant  to  teachers  of  evening  schools  in 
Sorris-in-Ossory,  Castletown,  and  Rath- 
downey,  Queen's  Coimty,  will  be  pwd  ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  examinations 
were  held  last  February,  and  that  no 
payments  have  yet  been  made. 
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(Answered  hy  Mr,  Wyndham,)  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  grants  have  now  beenpaid. 

War  Oflee  and  Oottacea  in  Wiltshire. 

LOED  EDMUND  FITZMAURICE 
(Wihflhire,  Cricklade) :  To  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  fifty  of  the 
oottagers  resident  in  the  villages  of 
Netheravon,  Fittleton,  and  Figheldean 
(Wiltshire)  have  received  notice  to  quit 
their  cottages  from  the  War  Office,  and  if  he 
is  aware  tl^t  there  are  no  other  cotta^  to 
which  these  people  can  remove,  and  Uiat  a 
feeling  of  alarm  exists  in  consequence 
throughout  the  district;  and  if  he  will 
undertake  that  no  immediate  step  shall  be 
taken  to  compel  these  people  to  leave 
their  homes. 

{Answered  hy  Mr.  Secretary  Amold- 
Farster,)  No  such  notice  has  been  given 
from  the  War  Office.  Certain  War 
Department  cottages  are  required  to 
accommodate  pensioner  grooms  employed 
at  the  Yeomanry  School  at  Netheravon,  and 
it  has  been  decided  in  consequence  that, 
while  expulsion  should  not  be  resorted  to, 
•compensation  would  be  given  to  such  of 
the  tenants  as  would  be  willing  to  give  up 
possession  by  the  21st  June,  1904. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE- 

Bailwa7  Companies'  Liability. 
Mb.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  effect 
of  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  "Manchester  Railway  Company  v. 
Brown"  upon  the  provisions  of  the 
seventh  Section  of  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854,  which  enacts 
that  every  railway  company  shall  be 
liable  for  the  loss  or  injury  to  goods 
occasioned  by  the  neglect  of  such 
company,  and  that  every  condition 
made  by  a  railway  company  contrary 
thereto  shall  be  null  and  void ;  and,  if 
so,  in  view  of  the  losses  which  traders 
are  suffering  as  the  result  of  this 
decision,  wUl  he  state  whether  the 
<}ovemment  contemplate  legislation  in 
the  matter. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADB  (Mr.  Gebald  Balfoub,  Leeds, 
Central) :  If  the  case  to  which  the  hon. 


,  Member  refers   is  that  of  "  Brown   v> 

I  the  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincoln- 

I  shire     Railway     Company,"    I    would 

,  point    ont    that    the    decision   of  the 

House  of  Lords  thereon  was  given  more 

than  twenty  years  ago.  The  Legislature 

has    expressly  provided    by  the    Act 

mentioned  that  it  shall  be  for  the  Court 

to  determine  the  reasonableness  of  the 

conditions  of  contracts   modifying   the 

liability  otherwise  imposed  upon  Railway 

Companies  by  Section  7  of  that  Act, 

and  the  Government  do  not  contemplate 

amending  legislation. 

Mb.  PIRIE  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  recently  promised 
a  deputation  that  he  would  look  into 
the  matter  with  a  view  to  rectifying  the 
I  grievance  1 

I     [No  answer  was  returned.] 

'  Swanwiok  Oolliery  Accident. 

I  Mr.  JACOBT  (Derbyshire,  Mid):  I 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
I  Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  accident  at  the 
I  Swanwick  Colliery,  Derbyshire,  on  the 
,  29th  March,  by  which  three  men  lost 
I  their  lives,  and  to  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  at  tiie  adjourned  inquest  on  the 
,  12tii  April;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  what 
course  he  intends  to  take  in  consequence 
of  the  defects  in  the  apparatus,  as  found 
to  be  ike  cause  of  the  accident,  owing  to 
the  omission  of  duty  by  those  appointed 
to  supervise  and  keep  in  proper  order 
such  apparatus;  and  whether  he  will 
undertake  in  the  future  to  issue  instruc- 
tions to  prevent  such  negligenee. 

The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Cochrane,  Ayrshire,  N.):* 
Tes,  Sir;  and  a  report  on  this  ac- 
cident has  been  received  from  the 
mines  inspector  for  the  district,  from 
which  it  appears  that  there  had  been  no 
omission  of  any  statutory  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  management  of  the  mine — in 
particular  the  examination  of  the  machin- 
ery, conductors,  ropes,  etc.,  required  by 
the  rules  had  been  duly  made.  The 
accident  appears  to  have  been  chiefly  due 
to  the  fact    that    the  conductors    and 
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other  gearing  in  the  shaft  were  old  and 
worn  though  not  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  could  have  been  condemned 
as  unsafe.  The  inspector  states  that  the 
necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to  put 
the  shaft  and  gearing  in  a  satisfactory 
condition  and  that  cages  of  an  im- 
proved pattern  are  to  be  substituted  for 
the  old  type  previously  in  use, 

Scottish  Board  of  BfanuflEtctures. 
BiB.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
what  action  he  has  taken,  or  proposes  to 
take,  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  the 
Board  of  Manufactures. 

The  SECRBTAEY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I 
can  only  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my 
answer  given  on  4th  February  of  this 
year  to  a  Question  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Glasgow  College  Division.^  Inquiries 
are  in  progress  as  to  the  best  method  of 
giving  effect  to  the  several  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  but  they  have 
not  reached  the  stage  in  which  I  can 
give  any  more  definite  information  to  the 
hon.  Member. 

Mullingar  Resident  Blagistrate  and 
Lunacy  Oases. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  P.  D.  Sullivan,  the 
resident  magistrate  stationed  in  Mullin- 
gar,  some  months  ago  gave  instructions  to 
the  clerk  of  petty  sessions  and  the  police 
authorities  there  to  notify  him  of  all 
cases  of  kmacy  occurring  in  the  petty 
sessions  district  requiring  investigation 
before  magistrate?,  in  order  that  he 
might  attend  same ;  whether  there  were 
various  other  magistrates  in  the  town- 
ship who,  as  a  rCile,  had  hitherto  con- 
ducted such  inquiries  ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  say  whether  Mr.  Sullivan  is  entitled 
to  sit  in  every  such  case ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Sullivan  takes  the 
chair  at  every  petty  sessions  at  Mullingar 
without  consulting  the  other  magistrates 
present,  although  fome  of  them  may  be 
senior  to  him ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  if 
he  is  entitled  to  do  so. 

^  See  (4)  Debates,  oxxix  ,  350. 


The     ATTORNEY-GENERAL     fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Lcmdonderry, 

I  N.) :  At  my  right  hon.  friend's  reqnest 

,  I    will  reply    to    this    Question.      The 
resideiit    magistrate   was    made    aware 

'  some  months  ago  that  the  local  jnstioes 

{  complained  of  the  inconvenience  of  being 
required  to  investigate  these  more  or 
less  formal  matters  out  of  petty  sessions. 
He,  thereupon,  requested  the  clerk  of 
petty  sessions  to  inform  him  when 
applications  for  the  committal  of  lunatics 
to  be  made  out  of  petty  sessions  were 
about  to  come  on,  in  order  that  he  mi^t 
attend  and  dispose  of  them.  This  was 
done  to  convenience  the  local  justices. 
It  is  not  the  fact  that  the  magistrates 
in  the  township  of  Mullingar  have,  as  a 
rule,  investigated  such  cases ;  the  resident 
magistrate  has  always  taken  part  in  such 
investigations.    It  is  not  the  practice  to 

1  formally  elect  a  chairman  at  every  Court 
of  petty  sessions  at  Mullingar.     Ali  the 

1  magistrates  who  attend  the  Court  have 
expressed  to  Mr.  Sullivan  their  wish  that 
he  should  preside  when  present. 

i 

President  of  Queen's  College,  Cork. 

,  Mr.  HAYDEN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-lieutenant 

>  of   Ireland  whether  he    can  state   the 

I  exact  amount  of  time  during  each  term 
in  the  past  three  years  spent  in  the 
college  by  the  President  of  the  Queen's 

I  College,  Cork. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
I  IRELAND    (Mr.     Wyndham,    Dover): 

There  is  no  official  record  kept  of  the 

absences  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Queen's 
'  Colleges.  I  have  already  stated  that  the 
I  President  of  the  Cork  College  has  made 
i  it  a  rule  to  be  in  Cork  during  term  except 
;  when  public  business  connected  with  the 
I  National  Board  of  Education,  or  business 

connected  with  Ihe  Royal  University  (of 
,  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Senate 
I  of  which  he  is  a  member),  or  considera- 
I  tions  of  health,  have  obliged  him  to  be 

elsewhere. 

I  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  : 
I  Can  the  light  hon.  Qentlemansay  if  it  is 
not  the  fact  that  this  gentleman  resides 
I  almost  entirely  out  of  Cork,  and  [is  very 
I  seldom  there  at  all  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  said]it  is 
i  the  case  that  he  is  frequently  absent. 
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Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  What  salary 
does  he  leoeive  ? 

Mr.  WTNDHAM  :  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
Does  he  take  any  part  whatever  in  the 
teaching.  Has  he  any  degree  for  any 
University  1 


Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order! 


Mr.    JOHN   REDMOND: 
nothing  at  all. 


He    does 


Mr.  JOYCE  (Limerick)  :  He  just  lives 
in  (Germany. 

Land  Purchase  in  Oonnty  Fermanagh. 
Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL  (Ferma- 
nagh, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  is  aware  that  some  years  ago  two 
holdings  in  the  townlands  of  Enockma- 
noul  and  Drumconnis,  near  Ballinamal- 
lard,  in  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  were 
sold  to  the  tenants  under  the  Land 
Confmission  and  that  the  landlord  has 
not  yet  received  the  purchase  money, 
although  the  tenants  are  paying  their 
instalments  to  the  Land  Commission; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  the  cause  of  this 
delay. 

Mr.  WTNDHAM :  The  sum  advanced 
for  the  purchase  of  these  holdings  was 
£875.  The  guarantee  deposits  amount 
to  £79,  and  the  balance  was  absorbed  in 
the  redemption  of  head  rents,  costs  of 
sale,  and  payment  of  charges  affecting 
the  lands  sold.  No  residue  remained 
for  the  vendor,  who  remains  in  occupa- 
tion of  the  remainder  of  the  property. 

Anns  Act  in  Oounty  Fermanagh. 
Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  county 
Fermanagh  is  still  proclaimed  under  the 
Arms  Act ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  now  with- 
draw the  proclamation,  having  regard  to 
the  peaceable  state  of  the  conununity. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  The  proclamation 
in  force  in  Fermanagh  extends  only  to 
the  carrying,  not  the  keeping,  of  arms. 
A  person  of  good  character  who  requires 
to  carry  a  gun  for  legitimate  purposes 


experiences  no  difficulty  in  procuring  -a 
licence.  Out  of  190  applications  for 
licences  in  the  past  twelve  months  obly 
seven  were  refused.  The  reply  to  the 
concluding  inquiry  is  in  the  negative; 
the  proclamation  is  simply  a  measure  of 
police  regulation. 

Chrants  to  Irish  Fisheries. 
Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland  has  recently  made  an  annual 
,  grant  of  £100  towards  the  conservators 
of  the  Bann  fisheries  at  Coleraine,  and 
that  the  Department  has  arranged  to 
shortly  turn  some  85,000  Loch  Leven 
trout  into  the  tributaries  of  Lough 
Neagh ;  and  whether  he  will  recommend 
the  Department  to  lay  down  young  trout 
in  the  River  Erne  also. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Department 
has  granted  a  sum  of  £100  to  the 
Coleraine  Board  of  Conservators  in  aid 
of  the  protection  of  the  fisheries  of 
Lough  Neagh.  It  has  also  contributed 
a  sum  of  £20  towards  the  purchase  of 
trout  ova  for  the  lake,  on  condition  that 
an  equivalent  sum  be  raised  by  volun- 
tary subscription.  The  Department  is 
quite  prepared  to  consider  an  application 
for  a  similar  grant  in  the  case  of  Lough 
Erne,  should  the  conditions  be  found  to 
warrant  it. 

Pereecntion  of  the  Jews  in  Limmck. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devonshire. 
Honiton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord-Iaeutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  can  give  information  as  to  the 
steps  being  taken  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  ensure  protection  of  life, 
property,  and  freedom  of  trading  to  the 
Jewish  population  in  Limerick. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  position  of 
the  small  Jewish  population  in  Limerick 
has  engaged  the  most  careful  and 
anxious  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. When  the  exhibition  of  hostility 
to  the  Jews  first  manifested  itself  ^the 
police  received  special  instructions  to 
use  their  best  efforts  to  protect  them  in 
their  person  and   property,   and  in    a 
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lUimber  of  cases  the  police  have  proee-  { 
cuted  to  conviction  individnals  guilty  of 
the  offence    of    molesting  them.    The  | 
Limerick  Jews    are    a   well  •  conducted 
section  of  the  community,  engaged  for  | 
the  gieater  part  in  small  trades  or  busi* 
nesses  and  dependent  for  their  livelihood  ' 
on    the    goodwill   of    their   customers. ; 
They  have  been  visited  from  time  to 
time  by  the  police  who  have  encouraged  ; 
them  in  every  possible  way.     The  poUce 
will  spare  no  effort  to  check  disorder  and  | 
put  a  stop  to  any  overt  acts  of  illegality  : 
directed   against  the  Jews  which   may 
come  under  their  notice. 

Mr.  LUNDON  (Limerick,  B.)  :  Is  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
cause  of  the  trouble  is  to  be  found  in 
the  usurious  exactions  of  these  Jews  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Irish  Estates  Oommissioners. 
Mb.  LEAMT  (KUdare.  N.)    I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
a  number  of  originating  applications  and 
requests  are  lying  in  the  office  of  the  ' 
Estates  Commissioners  unexamined  and 
not  formally  received  owiog  to  the  in- 
sufficient staff;   and  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  to  secure  that  they  shall  be 
examined  and  formally  received  on  the 
day  on  which  they  are  brought  in,  as  was 
always  done  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  i 
and  formerly  in  the  Land  Commission. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  has  been 
some  little  delay  in  dealing  with  such 
applications.  But  such  delay  is  unavoid- 
able and  incidental  to  the  working  of  a 
Department  so  recently  constituted. 
The  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
staff  is  at  present  und^  consideration. 

Oovvnun^nt  Building  Contracts  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  NANNETTI  (Dublin,  College 
Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  contracts  are  given  away  to  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  firms  for  the  building 
work  and  other  operations  in  connection 
with  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland,  with- 
outbeingputupto  competition  or  advertis- 
ing for  tenders  for  the  work ;  whether  the 
new  supper  room  at  Dublin  Castle,  the 


servants'  rooms  at  the  Viceregal  Lodge, 
Dublin,  and  the  new  stationery  offices  at 
the  Custom  House,  Dublin,  have  rec^itly 
been  executed  by  contractors  outside 
Ireland  without  competiticA  or  tender; 
will  he  explain  why  this  practice  is  being 
carried  <m ;  and  wiU  he  say  whether  he 
has  seen  the  correspondence  between  the 
Master  Builders'  Association  and  the 
Board  of  Works  protesting  against  the 
continuance  of  this  treatment  of  Irish 
contractors. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETAJIT  of 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Victob  CAvmr- 
DiSH,  Derbyshire,  W.) :  The  usual  role  is 
to  obtain  competitive  tenders,  bat  mr- 
cumstances  of  urgency  arise  from  time 
to  time,  and  make  it  necessary  to  d^>ait 
from  this  rule.  The  facts  as  to  the 
temporary  supper  rooms  and  servants' 
rooms  were  explained  by  my  predecessor 
on  the  14th  July  last.f  The  annexe  re- 
quired for  the  stationery  office  was 
urgently  needed,  and  was  obtained  from 
a  Glasgow  firm,  which  was  in  a  pomticm 
to  supply  it  promptly,  as  it  deals 
specially  in  this  kind  of  building.  I 
have  not  seen  the  correspondence  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  Is  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  the  same  thing  has  been 
going  on  for  the  last  four  or  five  years, 
and  that  thousands  of  pounds  have  been 
thus  expended  which  might  more  ad- 
vantageously have  been  devoted  to 
Ireland. 


Mr.  victor  CAVENDISH: 
add  nothing  to  my  answer. 


I  can 


Railway  Season  Tickets  and  Income-Taz 
Dednctioni. 

♦Mr.  slack  (Hertfordshire,  St. 
Albans):  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  holders  of  railway  season 
tickets  who  reside  in  the  suburbs  or 
towns  near  London,  and  who  are  asseesed 
for  the  payment  of  income-tax  upon 
their  salaries,  are  not  allowed  to  deduct 
the  cost  of  such  tickets  irom  their  annual 
asi^essment,  whilst  persons  in  business 
and  assessed  for  income-tax  upon  their 
business  prc^ts  are  allowed  to  include 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  oxxv.,  570. 
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the  cost  of  season  tickets  between  the  ' 
same  towns  and  London  in  the  amoont 
of  their  business  expenses,  and  thus 
obtain  relief  in  respect  of  this  outlay; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  make  pro- 
vision to  enable  all  sudk  season  ticket 
holders  to  secure  exemption. 

The    CHANCBLLOR   of    the    EX- 
CEDBQUER  (Mr.  Austen  Chambeblain, 
Worcestershire,  E.):    The   Courts  have 
held  that  expenses  incurred  in  travelling 
from  the  place  of  residence  to  the  place  I 
of  business  cannot  be  allowed  as  deduc-  j 
tions  from  income  for  purposes  of  assess- 
ment to  income-tax.         But  expenses  | 
incurred  in  travelling  from  the  place  of  j 
business  to  places  at  a  distance  for  the  I 
purpose  of  effecting  purchases  or  other 
subsidiary  transactions  clearly  stand  on  j 
a   different    footing    and    are    rightly 
recognised  as  trade  expenses. 

Tea  Duty  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  j.  p.  FARRELL  Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer if  he  will  state  the  total  amount 
received  from  the  tea  duty  in  Ireland 
up  to  Slst  March,  1904,  or  next  nearest , 
possible  date. 

Mr.   AUSTEN   CHAMBERLAIN:    I 

am  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Question,  but  I  may  i 
tell  him  that  the  total  amount  of  duty 
received  on  tea  in  Ireland  for  the  finan- 
cial year  1903-4  was  £340,022. 

Mr.  lough   (Islington,  W.):    Does 
the   right  hon.    Gentleman  happen  to 
have  the  amount  of  the  Treasury  esti- 
mate of  the  tea  duty  on  the  tea  consumed  | 
in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  No, 
I  have  not  the  figures,  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  a  Question  down  I  will  i 
try  and  get  Imn  the  information. 

Evasions  of  Stamp  Duty  by  Railway  and 
Shipping  Companies. 

Mb.  PIRIE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to 
cases  in  which  the  payment  of  the 
stamp  duty  on  the  forwarding  notes  ! 
used  by  railway  and  shipping  companies  j 
has  been    evaded  by   such   companies; 


and,  if  so,  whether,  seeing  that  under 
the  heading  agreement  or  memorandum 
of  any  agreement  in  Schedule  1  of  the 
Stamp  Act  of  1891,  where  the  subject* 
matter  is  of  the  value  of  £5  and  above,, 
forwarding  notes  are  liable  to  a  stamp 
duty  of  6d.  each,  he  will  say  what 
action  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
have  received  a  letter  calling  attention 
to  one  case  of  alleged  evasion,  and  the 
matter  is  now  being  inquired  into.  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  give  information 
as  to  any  oases  which  have  arisen 
within  his  knowledge,  I  will  have  them 
looked  into  and  see  how  they  should  be 
dealt  with. 

Mb.  PIRIE  :  Is  it  not  the  'case  thai 
there  is  systematic  evasion  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERIiAIN :  Ida 
not  think  it  is,  but  if  the  hon.  (Jentle- 
man  has  any  evidence  of  systematic 
evasion  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  furnished, 
with  it. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  I  will  do  so. 

War  Oilice  Oontracts  for  Arms  and  War 
Material. 

Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
quantity  and  value  of  arms  and  war 
material  has  been  given  to  contractors^ 
during  the  last  financial  year  that  could, 
have  been  produced  in  the  Government 
workshops. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for. 
WAR  (Mr.  Abmold-Forster,  Belfast^ 
W.) :  Detailed  information  concerning  the 
allocation  of  orders  as  between  the- 
Ordnance  Factories  and  the  trade  has 
always  been  treated  as  confidential  and 
I  am  not,  therefore,  in  a  position  to  give 
the  hon.  Member  a  reply  to  his  Question,, 
but,  generally  speaking,  these  orders  were 
in  the  proportion  of  one-third  to  two- 
thirds. 

ICachinery  Standing  Idle  in  Oovemment 
Workshops. 

Mr.  CROOKS:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
state  what  the  productive  power  is  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1191 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


1192 


:tlie  machinery  now  standing  idle  in 
•Government  workshops;  if  he  will  con* 
^der  the  possibility  of  arranging  to  keep 
aM  Government  machinery  at  work  be- 
fore allotting  work  to  contractors ;  and  if 
he  will  state  how  many  men  have  been 
•discharged  or  suspended,  and  the  number 
on  short  time,  in  consequence  of  orders 
being  placed  with  contractors. 

Mr.  ARNOI.D-FORSTER :  Taken  as 
a  whole  the  factories  at  the  Royal 
Arsenal,  Woolwich,  are  producing  slightly 
over  one-third  of  their  possible  output 
when  fully  employed  in  time  of  peace. 
The  Waltham  Gunpowder  Factory  is 
iully  employed.  As  regards  tbo  Small 
Arms  Factories  I  am  not  able  to  reply  as 
the  current  year's  orders  will  modify  the 
existing  conditions.  As  regards  the 
general  policy  it  is  an  established  prin- 
ciple, well  supported  by  the  experience 
of  recent  years,  to  utilise  the  resources 
of  the  trade  as  well  as  those  of  the 
Government  factories  and  to  reserve  for 
an  emergency  the  full  productive  power 
of  the  latter;  the  policy  advocated  by 
the  hon.  Member  would  certainly  involve 
us  in  a  very  dangerous  situation  during  a 
great  war.  As  regards  the  last  part  of 
the  Question,  since  the  Isfe  April,  sixty- 
,nine  men  have  been  discharged,  185 
suspended,  and  seventeen  men  are  work- 
ing short  time  in  the  Gun  Factory,  but 
it  is  not  possible  to  assign  the  reductions 
of  particular  individuals  to  the  placing 
of  orders  with  the  trade. 

Yeomanzy  Inspection. 
Mb.  peel  (Manchester,  S.) :  I  beg  to 

-ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
is  the  number   of  Yeomanry  regiments 

■  officially  inspected  by  the  Inspector- 
General  of  Yeomanry  in  the  years  1902 
and  1903 ;  and  what  is  the  amount  of 
the  salary,  allowances,   and  travelling 

.  allowances  of  the  Inspector-General  and 
his  aide-de-camp  during  the  same  years. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  In  1902 
the  Inspector-General  of  Yeomanry  in- 
spected seventeen  Yeomanry  regiments 
and  twelve  in  1903.  The  figures  referred 
to  in  the  second  part  of  the  Question 
are  as  follows :— 1902,  £1,016  5s. :  1908, 
£950  2s. 

Mb.  peel  :  As  these  figures  show  the 
.  cost  of  inspection  to  come  to  something 


like  £100  per  regiment  will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  take  steps  to  modify  the 
system  ? 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  think 
the  later  Return  shows  that  there  is  a 
modification. 

The  German  Emparofs  Visit  to  Gibraltar. 
Sib  CARNE  RASGH  (Essex,  Chelms- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  German  Emperor, 
during  his  stay  at  Gibraltar,  was  allowed 
to  visit  galleries,  forts,  or  defences  which 
ordinary  English  visitors  are  not  allowed 
to  inspect :  and  since  when  have  English 
visitors  been  allowed  to  go  up  to  the 
signal  station  ;  which  of  the  galleries  did 
the  Emperor  inspect;  and  how  many  of 
the  lower  galleries  have  been  open  to 
,  English  vihitors. 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTR  :  Under 
paragraph  2,  Appendix  V.  Eang's  Regula- 
tions the  responsibility  for  ensuring  the 
secrecy  of  works  of  defence  is  vested  in 
the  General  Officer  Commanding  on  the 
spot.  No  information,  therefore,  on  the 
points  raised  in  the  Question  has  reached 
the  War  Office,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to 
question  the  discretion  of  Field-Marshal 
Sir  George  White  in  the  matter. 

Sib  CARNE  RASCH]:  Then  where  can 
I  get  the  information  ? 

Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  will  find  all  the  in- 
formation he  requires  in  the  Regulations 
I  have  quoted.  It  is  a  matter  which  rests 
entirely  in  the  discretion  of  Sir  George 
White. 

The  Director  of  Personnel. 

Mb.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 

E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  War  what  are  the  duties  and  the 

'  emoluments   of    the    Director    of    Per- 

I  sonnel ;    what  is    the   number    of    the 

staff  which  he  will  have  under  him  in 

his  department ;  and  how  many  persons 

I  were  employed  under  the  former  scheme 

'  upon  the   same   work,  and   what  was 

I  their  total,  remuneration. 

1  Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  The  duties 
j  of  the  Director  of  Personnel  are  very 
I  similar  to  those  hitherto  performed  by 
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tbe  Depaty-Adjutant-Oeneral  and  the  i 
emoluments  will  be  the  same.  As  le- 1 
gards  the  staff,  as  the  work  of  the 
Adjutant-General's  department  is  now 
being  rearranged,  any  comparison,  such 
as  that  suggested  cannot  be  ma^e  at 
the  present  .time. 

Northern  Nigeria. 
Db.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  despatches  relating 
to  the  fighting  in  Northern  Nigeria,  in 
July,  1903,  which  resulted  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Burmi  and  the  death  of  the 
ex-Emir  of  Sokoto. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttblton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  I  am  informed 
by  the  High  Commissioner  that  I  may 
expect  to  receive  at  an  early  date,  a 
further  despatch  on  this  subject.  When 
that  reaches  me  I  shall  be  in  a  position 
to  consider  the  question  of  laying  Papers 
on  the  Table  of  the  House. 

Qold  Output  of,  and  Natiye  Labour 
available  for,  the  Band. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN :    I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  what 
has  been  the  gold  output  from  the  Rand 
for  March  in  quantity  and  value,  and  how 
does  it  compare  with  that  for  February, 
also  the  amount  of  native  labour  on  the 
Rand  mines  for  March  and  for  February. 

Mb.  LTTTELTON  :  The  gold  output 
for  March   was    308,242    ounces,    value  i 
£1,309,329 ;  for  February  289,502  ounces, 
value  £1,229,726 ;  the  amount  of  native  | 
labour  for  March,  72,340,  for  February,  \ 
69,966. 

Mb.  swift  MACNBILL  :   Then  why  I 
do  you  want  the  pigtails  ?  ' 

(No  answer  was  retum**'!.] 

Education  in  Oeylon.  | 

Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  | 
Colonies  if  he  will  say  what  is  the  num*  j 
ber  of  children  of  a  school-going  age  of  ' 
Mohammedan  parents  in  Ceylon :    how 
many  of  such  children  are  receiving  in- 
€truction;    also  how   many  children   in 


Colombo  do  not  attend  school,  and  what 
are  the  reasons  for  their  non-attendance. 

Mb.  lyttblton  :  Neither  the  census 
report  for  1901  nor  the  departmental  re- 
port classify  children  receiving  school  in- 
struction in  Ceylon  under  the  head  of 
religion.  The  census  report  shows  that 
in  Colombo  there  were,  in  1901,  35,405 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen,  of  whom  9,747  were  receiving  in- 
struction. Education*  is  not  compulsory 
in  Ceylon. 

Procecution  of  Mr.  Tilak. 
Mb.   SCHWANN :    I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether,  look- 
ing to  the  expenditure  of  public  money 
upon  the  criminal  prosecution  of    Mr. 
Tilak,    he  will    state    whether,  before 
undertaking    this     prosecution    on    the 
recommendation     of     Mr.    Aston,    the 
i  district  Judge,  the  Bombay  Government 
took  the  advice  of  their  law  officers ; 
I  and  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Aston's 
I  civil  decisions,  in  the  case  out  of   which 
*  the    criminal    prosecution    arose,    were 
upset  by  the  High  Court. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodbick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford) :  As  I  stated  in  my  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  14th  inst.,t  I  have 
no  official  information  in  regard  to  this 
case ;  but  if  he  will  refer  to  the  reply 
which  I  then  gave,  he  will  see  that,  as  I 
have  every  reason  to  think,  the  prosecu- 
tion was  not  undertaken  by  the  Bombay 
Government  on  the  recommendation  of 
Mr  Aston,  but  was  instituted  by  the 
direction  of  the  Judge  himself.  This 
direction,  as  I  said,  he  had  power  to 
give  under  the  Act  which  I  cited. 

Mb.  SCHWANN:  May  I  offer  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  copy  of  the 
Judges'  decision  which  I  have  just 
received  from  India  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Gongo  Free  State— Trade  Difficulties. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
if  he  is  aware  that  persons  trading  in 

t  See  page  188.  , 
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the  Congo  Free  State,  under  the  pro* 
vieionB  of  the  Oidinance  of  the  29th 
August,  1896,  haye  had  their  property 
and  merchandise  confiscated;  and  if, 
in  view  of  the  iaot  that  the  guarantee 
of  tiie  Congo  Free  State  to  foreigners  of 
the  right  of  navigation,  commeroe,  and  < 
industry  has  been  rendered  null  and  i 
void  bj  the  Free  State  having  declared  . 
the  country  private  property,  he  will 
state  what  steps  the  Gkyvemment  propose 
to  take  in  conjupcticHi  with  the  other 
Powers  that  were  parties  to  the  Con- ; 
vention. 

The  UNDBRSBCRBTARY  OF  STATE 
FOR  F0RBI6N  AFFAIRS  (BarlPsmor, 
Kensington,  S.) :    We  have  received  no  , 
information  of  the  character  described, 
but  an  inquiry  is  being  made.    As  the 
hon.  Member    is   aware,  the    question 
whether    the    sjrstem     of    trade     now ! 
prevailing   in   the    Congo    State  is  in 
harmony  with    the    provisions  of    the' 
Berlin  Act  is  <me  of  those  to  which  the  ' 
attention  of  the  Powers  was  drawn  in  i 
the  British  Circular  of  the  8th  August  j 
last. 

j 

British  Tradara  in  the  French  Ckmgo. 

«SiR  CHARLBS  DILKE  (Oloucester- 1 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  > 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign : 
Affairs  whether  he  can  state  how  it  is 
that  the  definite  proposals  of  His 
Majesty's  Oovtfmment  as  to  the  claims 
of  British  traders  in  the  French  Congo, 
and  the  hardships  wrought  by  &e 
concessionaire  regime,  which  have  long 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
French  €k>vemment,  are  not  dealt  with 
in  the  recent  arrangements  with  France ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  to  press  for  early 
action  by  the  French  Government  in 
reference  to  the  concessionaire  system  in 
the  French  Congo. 

Earl  PERCY  :  It  was  not  found 
possible  to  include  in  an  agreement  deal- 
ing with  general  questions  of  an  inter- 
national character,  the  private  claims  to  , 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  refers. 
We  understand,  however,  that  the  claims  ' 
of  the  British  firms  are  in  principle 
admitted  by  the  French  Government,  and 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  recent  negotiations  to  i 


express  to  the  French  Government  the 
earnest  hope  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  an  equitable  settlement  of  the 
questions  in  dilute  might  speedily  be 
arrived  at. 


Bast  AMca-Jewiah  (Menial ! 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  when  the  Papers  relative 
to  the  cession  of  territory  in  Baat  Africa 
to  an  alien  race  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Earl  PERCY  :  I  have  again  referred 
to  the  correspondence  relating  to  the 
proposed  grant  of  land  to  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust ;  much  of  it  is  of  a  con- 
fidential character,  and  while  tiie 
question  is  still  undedded  it  would  be 
undesirable  to  publish  the  Papers. 

Irish  Sub-Postmasters*  Remuneration. 

Mr.  j.  p.  FARRBLL:  I  beg  to  «k 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  any 
complaint  has  been  made  to  him  of  the 
inadequacy  of  their  remuneration  by 
sub-postmasters  in  Ireland ;  wh^her  nny 
Departmental  Committee  has  inquired  or 
is  inquiring  into  the  matter ;  and,  if  not, 
will  any  such  inquiry  be  undertaken. 

Th£  POSTMASTBR-GENBRAL  (Lord 
Stanlbt,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) . 
No  such  complaint  has  at  present  reached 
me.  The  question  of  the  remuneration 
of  sub-postmasters  generally,  especially 
at  the  smaller  offices,  has  recently  been 
under  review  and  an  improved  scale  of 
pay,  including  a  higher  minimum,  has 
been  brought  into  force.  No  Depart- 
mental Committee  has  inquired  nor  is 
inquiring  into  the  matter  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  institute  such  an  inquiry. 

Port  of  London  Bill. 
Mr.  PEEL:    I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  proposes 
to  proceed  with  the  suspended  Bill  for 
the  Port  of  London. 

Thb  prime  MINISTER  akd  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THB  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  In  answer  to 
my  hon.  friend  I  have  to  say  that  the 
(Government  Amendments  to  this  Bill 
are  ready  and  will  be  put  down  shortly. 
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and  I  hope  to  have  at  no  distant  date ; 
an  opportunity  of  proceeding  with  the 
measiue. 

The  Becommendations  of  the  Esher 

Oommittee.  | 

Mb.  CHARLES  H0BH0U8E:  I  beg! 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  intends  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  Memorandum  showing  how  far 
the  recommendations  of  the  Esher  Com- 
mittee have  been  adopted ;  and  whether 
opportunity  will  be  afforded  of  discussing 
that  or  a  similar  statement. 

(4Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  recommen- 
dations of  the  Esher  Committee  for  the 
creation  of  an  Army  Council  with  an  | 
establishment  of  directors  and  other  de- 
partmental officers  have  been  adopted, 
and  all  steps  necessary  to  giving  effect  to 
the  reorganisation  consequent  thereon 
have  been  taken.  The  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  for  the  rearrangement 
of  the  miUtary  commands  and  administra- 
tive districts  within  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  the  devolution  of  work  to  those  com- 
mands, are  being  examined  by  a  Com- 
mittee which  wiU  shortly  Report  to  the 
Army  Council.  I  take  it  there  will  shortly 
be  an  opportunity  for  discussing  the 
subject  on  the  War  Office  Vote. 

•  BiB.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  Will 
some  reasoned  statement  be  made  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Committee,  so  that  we 
may  know  exactly  what  recommenda- 
tions have  been  adopted. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  consult  with  my  right  hon. 
friend  as  to  that.  At  first  sight  it  would 
appear,  however,  to  be  an  unusual  and 
inconvenient  proceeding.  I  think  the 
explanation  will  be  found  in  the  Papers 
already  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 
Still,  I  will  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  my^right  hon.  friend. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  satisfied  that  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  can  be  properly  dis- 
cussed under  the  Vote  for  the  War  Office. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  not 
consulted  the  authorities  of  the  House 
on  the  point.  I  have  merely  thrown  out 
the  suggestion  that  the  question  could 
properly  be  raised  on  the  War  Office  Vote. 

VOL.  CXXXni.    [Fourth  Series.] 
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Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any  state- 
ment to  make  as  to  the  business  for  the 
rest  of  the  week  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  as  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Welling- 
ton Division  announced  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  last  night,  to-morrow 
will  be  devoted  to  the  Report  of  the 
Budget  Resolutions.  On  Thursday  Part 
I.  of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  will  be 
taken,  and  on  Monday  I  trust  we  shall  be 
able  to  conclude  the  proceedings  upon 
the  present  stage  of  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Grovemment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  Is  there  to  be  the 
usual  Resolution  about  the  permanent 
debt  charge  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  under  a 
misapprehension.  I  do  not  recollect 
any  such  Resolution  being  habitually 
moved,  and  it  certainly  is  not  necessary 
this  year  as  I  do  not  propose  to  make 
any  alteration  in  the  fixed  debt  charge. 

Mb.  LOUGH:  Why  is  the  Report  of 
the  Income-Taz  Resolution  being  taken 
before  that  of  the  tea  and  tobacco 
duties  ? 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It  is 
done  in  the  supposed  interests  of  the 
convenience  of  the  House. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (ComwaU, 
Camborne) :  May  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  he  has  yet  made  arrangements 
for  taking  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Licensing  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  fix  a 
date  at  present,  but  I  think  it  will  be  a 
very  early  one. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON:  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  kindly  give  us 
ample  notice  of  the  date  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  hereby  give 
notice  that  I  will  bring  it  on  at  the  earliest 
date  I  can  contrive. 


Sir  WILFRID 
very  vague. 
2  T 


LAWSON:   That  ia 
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SELECmON  (STANDING  COBiMITTEES).  to  local  govenunent  may  suppose- 
Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com-  Both  political  Parties  are  committed  to 
mittee  of  Selection,  That  they  had  added  ihe  reform  of  local  taxation,  but  it 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  would  be  impossible  successfully  and 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  satisfactorily  to  carry  out  that  object 
the  following  fifteen  Members  in  respect  unless  we  fir»t  deal  with  the  law  which 
of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Bill :  Mr.  governs  the  valuation  of  the  property 
Gerald  Balfour,  Mr.  Bousfield,  Sir  John  upon  which  local  rates  fall.  I  do  not 
Brunner,  Sir  Joseph  Dimsdale,  Sir  Walter  think  that  I  need  do  more  than  briefly 
Foster,  Sir  Michael  Foster,  Sir  Fortescue  explain  the  present  [system.  Excluding 
Flannery,  Mr.  Kearley,  Sir  Michael  Hicks  London,  which  has  a  law  of  its  own. 
Beach,  Mr.  McCrae,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  there  are  in  all  counties  two  assessment 
Mr.  Herbert  Robertson,  Mr.  Spear,  Mr.  authorities  which  assess  for  different 
Stuart  Samuel,  and  Mr.  Toulmin.  purposes— the   county    authority   which 

assesses  for  the  coonty    rate,   and   the 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  union  authority  which  assesses   for  the 

'  poor  rate.  Li  addition  there  are  powers 
Mr.  Halbet  reported  from  the  Com- .  held  by  the  borough  councils,  so  tiiat 
mittee  of  Selection,  That  they  had  i  there  might  even  be  a  third  assessment 
nominated  the  following  Member  to  authority  for  the  same  area.  Conse- 
serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  for  quentiy  there  are  several  authorities 
the  consideration  of  all  Bills  relating  charged  with  the  duty  of  assessing,  they 
to  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  have  no  means  of  consultation  ana  joint 
Fishing),  Shipping,  and  Manu&tctures,  action,  and  thus  there  are  the  widest 
which  may,  by  Order  of  the  House,  be  possible  variations  in  practice.  The 
committed  to  such  Standing  Committee :  assessments  themselves  vary  in  a  most 
Mr.  Hunter  Craig.  remarkable  degree,  and  often  in  the  same 

county  they  differ  greatly,  so  that  in 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  adjoining  uni<mayoumay  have  properties 

^  precisely  similar  in  their  character  and 

'  in  their  surroundings  contributing  to  the 

VFTT    mrr^  similar  rates  on  different    assessments. 

isnsw    nii.1^.  The  inequities  which  have  thus  resulted 

""■ —  led  to  the  appointment  of  the  Royal 

SHOP  HOURS  BILL.  Commission.      .Li  addition,   perhaps,    I 

"  To  provide  for  the  Early  Qoang  of   ^"^^^  ^  8*7  *^*  **^«^  inequities  also 

Shops,"  presented  by  Mr.  Cochrane ;  sup-    occur  in  county  and  other  boroughs.  The 

ported  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers-Douglas    City  of  Liverpool  embraces  three  or  four 

and  Mr.  Bonar  Law;  to  be  read  a  second  ;  ?nions,  the  City  of  Birmmgham certamly 

time    to-morrow,    and    to    be    printed,  i  "deludes  more  than  one,  and  thus   you 

fBill  166 1  ^^^       ^  extraordinary  mjustice   that 

within  the  same  municipal  area  where 
VALUATION   BILL  '  the  expenditure  is  presumably   for  the 

♦The  president  op  the  LOCAL  same  purpose,  three  or  four  different 
OOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr,  Walter  l  valuations  are  made  by  different  union 
Long,  Bristol,  S.):  I  rise  to  ask  iot\^^^f^m&itiiov^^^  These  are  some 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  |  ">[  *1^«  mequities  which,  as  I  said,  led  to 
law  with  respect  to  valuation  authorities  i  *^«  appointment  of  the  Royal  Com- 
and  the  effect    of,    and  procedure  for, !  ™8«o'i- 

making  valuation  lists  and  for  making  I  Li  the  Bill  the  Government  have 
oertain  amendments  in  the  law  relating  i  adopted  in  the  main,  with  some  slight 
to  valuation  which  are  necessary  for  the  I  modification,    the    recommendations    of 


purpose  of  promoting  uniformity  of 
valuation  as  between  valuation  author- 
ities. The  subject  is  very  complicated 
and  very  dry,  but  more  important  than 
those  Members  who  have    not  found  it 


the  Royal  Commission.  The  Report 
of  the  Commission  recommended  the 
application  to  the  rest  of  the  country  of 
the  system  existing  in  London  with 
certain  alterations.    That  system  is  one 


necessary  to  give  their  personal  attention  |  which    has    worked    with    considerable 
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success,  and  the  Grovemment  propose  to 
apply  it  to  the  rest  of  the  country,  modi- 
lying  it  to  suit  the  needs  of  different 
parts  of  England  and  Wales,  and  slightly 
altering  it  in  Ix>ndon,  so  as  to  make  the 
ntw  system  uniform.  We  propose  that 
there  should  be,  in  the  first  place,  a 
single  authority  for  valuation  and  assess- 
ment purposes,  instead  of  the  numerous 
authorities  which  now  exist,  and, 
in  the  second  place,  we  propose 
to  bring  about  uniformity  of  valuation 
and  assessment.  We  propose  that  the 
valuation  authorities  should  be  the  county 
<K>uncil,  and  in  the  case  of  county  boroughs, 
the  county  borough  council.  That  will 
give  a  single  valuation  authority.  In 
order  to  secure  uniformity,  we  propose 
that  the  Surveyor  of  Taxes  shall  have  the 
right  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the 
valuation  committees,  which  I  will 
presently  refer  to.  We  propose 
that  the  valuation  list  shall  be  submitted 
to  him,  and  if  he  has  reason  to  believe 
that  the  valuation  is  an  improper  one  he 
will  be  entitled  to  make  his  own  valuation, 
which  will  stand  unless  it  can  be  shown 
on  objection  to  be  unjust  and  improper. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  N.) :  Shown  to 
ivhom  1 

♦Mr.  WALTER  LONG :  To  the  valua- 
tion  committee.  Under  the  London  Act 
there  is  a  scale  of  deductions.  It  is  desir- 
iible  that  the  deductions  to  be  made  from 
^oss  estimated  value  should  be  general  and 
established  by  this  House  rather  than  left 
to  the  discretion  of  local  authorities,  who 
view  the  question  from  such  various 
standpoints.  Therefore  we  propose  to 
.adopt  the  London  system  as  far  as  possible. 
We  put  in  tb«  Bill  a  schedule  of 
•deductions  to  be  made  from  the  gross 
•estimated  value,  and  give  power  to  the  . 
vahiation  authority  to  vary  those  deduc- 
tions only  in  special  cases  where  excep- ; 
tional  reason  can  be  shown.  It  will  be 
-within  the  power  of  the  valuation  author- 1 
ity  to  divide  their  area  into  districts  and 
to  appoint  valuation  committees  for  such 
•districts.  Those  districts  will  have  to  in- 
clude one,  or  more,  urban  or  rural  district, 
and  in  certain  cases,  where  local  conditions 
require  it,  there  is  power  to  give  repre- 
sentation on  the  valuation  committees  to 
boards  of  guardians  within  the  area.  The 
Bill  proposes  that  valuation  committees 
:shall  be  appointed  for  areas  containing 
.a  population   qI  not  less  than    50,000, 


and  in  the  case  of  a  non-county  borough 
or  urban  district  that  a  population   of 
50,000    shall     be    a     separate     district 
area    for    the    purposes    of     the    Act. 
,  Probably  this   question    of    population 
I  will 'give  rise  to  mure  difference  of  opinion 
than  many  other   provisions  of  the  Bill. 
While  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  number 
,  adhered  to,  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  funda- 
mental part  of  the  Bill,  but  I  ask  the 
j  House    to    give    it    their  friendly  and 
;  careful  consideration,  having  regard  to 
all  the  circumstances.    The  majority  of 
the  district   committee  must  be  repre- 
sentatives of   the  valuation  authorities, 
and,  in  the  case  of  county   boroughs, 
they  must    be  members  of    the    town 
council,  but,   in   the  case  of  a  county, 
the  county  council  may,  if  they  please, 
select    persons  to  represent  them  from 
I  outside  their  body.      There  is  an  addi- 
tional power  to  include  the  guardians  if 
,  necessary  in  certain   cases,    and  for  a 
county  to   appoint  joint  committees  in 
I  adjoining  valuation  districts.     In  London 
the  County  Council  will  be  the  authority 
and  the  metropolitan  boroughs  and  the 
i  City  will  be  the  valuation  districts,  and 
the    numbers    of    the     committee  will 
be  fixed  by  the  County  Council.    The 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  district 
committees    will    be    drawn    from   the 
borough  councils,  and  the  guardians  in 
I  London  are  to  be  represented  on  the 
committees.     The  valuation  and  assess- 
ment will  be  quinquennial.  The  valuation 
list  will  be  conclusive  for  all  purposes. 
The   deductions  will  be  set  out  in  the 
schedule  to  the  Bill.    The  only  other  two 
points  I   need  mention  are   alterations 
in  the  law  of  appeal  and  the  law  as  regards 
railways   and  canals.       The  appeal   to 
quarter    sessions    will    remain  but  the 
appeal  to  special  sessions  will  be  abolished, 
and  the  Government  propose  to  deal  with 
railways  and  canals  in  a  separate  measure 
if  necessary  and  feasible. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to  Valua- 
tion Authorities  and  the  effect  of,  and 
procedure  for,  making  Valuation  Lists, 
and  for  making  certain  amendments  in 
the  Law  relating  to  Valuation,  which  are 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
uniformity  of  Valuation  as  between 
Valuation  Authorities." — (Mr.  Wdter 
Long,) 
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♦Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.)  said  that  everyone  who  was 
interested  in  the  question  of  local  taxa- 
tion must  agree  that  the  first  step  to  be 
taken  was  an  alteration  in  the  law  of 
ass«>ssment.  Nothing  was  more  unsatis- 
factory in  our  municipal  and  local 
government  at  present  than  the  con- 
tradictions, the  anomalies,  and  the  inex- 
plicable difficulties  which  arose  with 
reference  to  assessment.  He  had  no 
opposition  to  offer  to>  the  reasons  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  given  for 
an  alteration  of  the  law.  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  approach  the  ques- 
tion without  Party  feeling,  as  it  was  a 
measure  of  local  reform  which  ought  to 
be  carried  out.  Differences  of  opinion 
would  doubtless  arise  as  to  details,  and 
the  progress  of  the  measure  through 
Committee  would  have  to  be  carefuUy 
watched,  but  in  its  general  principles  he 
thought  the  House  should  grant  leave  for 
the  Bill  to  be  introduced. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr, 
Walter  Long,  Mr.  Attorney-General,  and 
Mr.  Grant  Lawson. 

VALUATION  BILL 

To  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to 
Valuation  Authorities,  and  the  effect  of, 
and  procedure  for,  making  Valuation 
Lists  and  for  making  certain  amendments 
in  the  Law  relating  to  Valuation,  which 
are  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing uniformity  of  Valuation  as  between 
Valuation  Authorities;  presented  ac- 
cordingly, and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  166.] 

EDUCATION    (LOCAL   AUTHORITY 
DEFAULT)  BILL. 

♦The    PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
T  ARY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  University) 
said  he  desired  to  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  Bill  to  make  provision  for  the  case  of 
default  on  the  part  of  local  authorities 
m  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  ' 
respects    elementary     schools,  and    to 
introduce  a  procedure  in  addition  to  that , 
which  existed  under  the  Act  of  1902,  but  t 
more  prompt  and  effective  and  cheaper. ' 
He  hoped  to  explain  the  measure  in  no  \ 


acrimonious     or     controversial     spirit. 
Before  the  Act  of  1902,  the   Board  of 
Education    possessed  the  power  in   the 
case     of    voluntary     schools    to    take 
measures    for    the    establishment    of   a 
School  Board  if  the  managers  showed 
themselves     unable     or    unwilling     to 
conduct  a  school  in  the  way  in  which  an 
elementary  school  should  be  conducted. 
If  a  School  Board  failed  to  comply  witk 
the  conditions  under  which  elementaiy 
schools  should  be  conducted,  the  Board 
of  Education  could  declare  the  School 
Board  in  default  and  appoint  other  per- 
sons to  do  the  duties  of  the  School  Board 
— persons   whom    they  nominated  and 
could  displace  at  their  pleasure — until 
the    default    was    made    good.      What 
were  the  circumstances   now?    A  local 
education  authority,  from  motives  which 
he  did  not  question  or  criticise,  deter- 
mined that  it  would  not  appoint  man- 
agers on  the  board  of  management  of 
elementary  schools.     It  decUned  to  sanc- 
tion or  to  consider  the  appointment  of 
teachers,      to      make      provision      for 
the  supply  of  coal,  books,    and    otiier 
necessaries  of  the  school,  and  it  did  these 
things  without  alleging  the  schools  to  be 
unnecessary,   or  offering   to  provide    a 
substitute.     The  managers  complained 
to  the  Board  of  Education ;  the  Board  of 
Education  communicated  with  the  local 
authority;  and  correspondence  of  some 
length  took  place  unsatisfactory  to  all 
the  parties  concerned.    After  a  time  the: 
Board    decided   that    a  public  inquiry^ 
should  be  held.     Notioe  had  to  be  given^ 
and  this  occupied  time.    The  Commis- 
sioner held  a  pubUc  inquiry,  which  also- 
occupied  time  and  cost  money  to  the  local 
authorities.    In  due  time  the  Commis- 
sioner digested  the  evidence  and  sent  in  a 
Report  to  the  Board  of  Education.     The- 
Board  then  had  to  consider  what  order 
should  be  made  in  the  circumstances.. 
Having    made    their    order,    the   local 
authority  next   considered    whether    it< 
would  obey  the  order.     If  it  determined 
not  to  obey  the  order,  the  Board  had 
then  to    consider  whether    the    severe 
penalties  available  in  the  circumstances- 
should  be  put  in  operation.    In  the  mean- 
time, what  was  happening  to  the  schools 
and  to  the  children  ?   The  schools  had  no- 
properlyconstituted  body  of  managers,  and 
the  children  were  going  without  teachers^, 
without     coal,     without     books,  ^]^and 
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without  apparatus.  It  was  obvious  that 
such  a  state  of  things  could  not  be 
allowed  to  exist.  He  therefore  asked  the 
House  to  give  the  Board  of  Education 
the  powers  necessary  to  meet  the  facts  he 
liad  described.  , 

In  the  first  place,  the  Bill  gave  power 
to  the  Board,  where  the  local  authorities 
were  in  default,  to  make  an  order  which 
would  Dmder  valid  the  things  done,  such 
as  the  appointment  of  a  teacher,  which, 
owing  to  the  default  of  the  local  authority, 
would  be  invalid,  and  where  the  managers, 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  necessary  require- 
ments of  the  school,  incurred  expense,  to 
repay  to  the  managers  the  money  they  had 
expended.  The  money  so  repaid  to  the 
managers  would  be  a  debt  due  to  the 
Crown,  and  without  prejudice  to  any  other 
remedy,  might  be  deducted  by  the  Board 
from  the  amount  of  Parliamentary  grant  | 
payable  to  the  local  authority.  The 
remedy  had  these  advantages:  it  was 
prompt  and  effective,  it  involved  the  i 
minimum  interference  with  the  action  of 
the  local  authority  who  had  the  whole 
area  of  education  open  to  them, 
except  in  so  far  as  the  Board  iutervened 
to  do  certain  acts  and  order  certain  pay-  I 
ments;  it  had  this  further  advantage, 
that  it  stopped  automatically  as  the  evil 
stopped.  Ais  soon  as  the  local  authority 
made  good  the  default  and  supplied  the 
necessaries  for  the  school,  circumstances  ! 
would  resume  their  ordinary  course.  ' 
This  mode  of  remedy  for  this  kind  of 
default  would  be  necessary  at  any  time 
in  respect  of  any  school  in  any 
part  of  the  langdom ;  but  it 
would  be  childish  to  ignore  the  fact  that 
the  matter  had  been  brought  home  to 
the  Government  by  what  had  recently  j 
happened  in  Wales.  The  Board  knew 
what  the  cause  of  the  trouble  was.  It 
was  the  religious  difficulty  which  haunted 
and  troubled  our  system  of  elementary 
education.  In  a  debate  which  took 
place  before  Easter  a  desire  was  expressed 
On  both  sides  of  the  House  that  some 
settlement  of  their  reUgious  difficulty  \ 
might  be  found.  He  could  not  say  how 
earnestly  he  echoed  that  desire.  He 
endorsed  every  word  that  had  been 
uttered  on  the  previous  evening  by  the  , 
President  of  the  Board,  speaking  at  Car- 
narvon, and  in  the  debates  on  this  Bill 
no  word  would  fall  from  him  which 
would  kindle  one  spark  of  ill-feeling  or 


prejudice  a  settlement  such  as  would 
meet  the  wishes  of  all.  But  differences 
of  old  standing  could  not  be  settled  in 
a  day,  and  he  had  to  think  of  the  schools 
and  the  children.  The  Qovemment  could 
not  stand  aside;  and  while  religious 
parties  were  settling  their  differences  the 
House  would  not  wish  and  the  Welsh 
Members  surely  would  not  wish  to  see  the 
children  of  the  poor  going  without  the 
small  comforts  and  appliances  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  thereby  losing 
the  benefit  of  the  system  of  elementary 
education  which  the  House  had  done 
so  much  to  further. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  make  provision  for  the  case  of  default 
on  the  part  of  Local  Authorities  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties  as 
respects  Elementary  Schools."  —  {Sir 
WUliam  Anson,) 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  said  it  was  a  remarkable  thing 
that  within  a  couple  of  years  of  the 
passing  of  the  Education  Act  a  Coercion 
Bill  of  this  kind  had  to  be  introduced  to 
enforce  it.  They  had  been  told  that  the 
Education  Act  was  working  smoothly 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  here 
was  the  admission  being  made  by  the 
Government  that  the  Act  was  a  failure 
as  far  as  Wales  was  concerned.  He 
had  not  a  word  to  say  as  to  the  tone  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  but  he 
was  bound  to  take  note  of  the  character 
of  the  Bill  and  to  take  exception  to  cer- 
tain statements  which  had  been  made. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  there  were 
parts  of  Wales  in  which  no  teachers  had 
been  appointed,  where  there  was  no  fuel 
supplied  to  the  schools,  and  he  asked 
how  it  came  about  that  this  was  not 
done  ?  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  no 
part  of  the  country  where  that  was  done 
and  where  the  schools  were  not  better  off 
than  they  were  prior  to  1 902.  The  county 
councils  had  faithfully  administered  all 
the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal  by 
Parliament,  which  meant  that  the  schools 
were  in  a  much  better  position  than  they 
were  in  1902,  because  they  were  getting 
in  addition  the  grant  in  aid,  every  penny 
of  which  was  paid  to  the  schools.  It  was 
exceedingly  unfair  on  the  part  of  j  these 
managers  that  they  should  ask  the  House 
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of  Commons  to  believe  that  the  Welsh 
county  councils  were  withholding  funds 
which  Parliament  had  placed  at  their 
disposal  for  the  benefit  of  these  schools. 
If  the  children  were  left  without  fuel  all 
he  could  say  was  it  was  a  disgrace  to  the  , 
managers  and  not  to  the  Welsh  county  { 
councils. 

Undoubtedly     there     had     been     a  j 
misunderstanding   with   regard  to  some 
counties.    He  thought  personally  that  ' 


schools  were  unnecessary,  but  they  did 
allege  after  a  careful  report  by  a 
competent  surveyor  that  all  these 
schools  were  insanitary  and  the  Board  of 
Education  did  not  challenge  that  asser- 
tion. The  bulk  of  them  were  insanitary 
and  not  fit  to  send  children  to.  One  of 
the  points  of  the  county  council  was 
that  the  Board  of  Education  ought  not 
to  administer  the  Act  until  the  managers 
had  put  the  schools  in  a  sanitary  condi- 
tion. Would  hon.  Members  believe  that 
the  county  of  Carmarthen  ought  to  have  i  the   Commssioner    actually    refused    to 


appointed  managers  and  superintended 
the  appointment  of  teachers.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  perfectly  well  known 
what  the  feeling  was  in  Wales.  Even 
Churchmen  were  prepared  to  accept  the 
decision  come  to  by  the  county  councils. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  state  of  considerable  bitterness  and  that 
the  present  law  was  not  agreeable  to  the 
bulk  of  the  Welsh  people,  they  were  dis- 
posed to  allow  matters  to  remain  in  statu 
quo  until  Parliament  considered  the  full 
question.  That  was  the  view  of  certain 
Bishops  with  the  exception  of  one.  In 
Carmarthenshire  practically  the  whole  of 
the  council  were  prepared  to  accept  that 
policy  except  three,  and  even  the  leaders 


hear  evidence  as  to  whether  the  schools 
were  fit  to  send  the  children  to,  or  not, 
I  although  the  county  council  was  prepared 
with  expert  evidence.  Was  it  surpris- 
ing that  in  Carmarthen  Uie  county 
council  was  unwilling  to  accept  the  re- 
sponsibility of  enforcing  an  Act  which 
was  driving  children  to  schools  which 
were  insanitary  and  unhealthy  and  not 
fit  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
designed. 

That  was  the  situation.  The  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  better  advised 
if  they  had  faced  the  real  situa- 
tion. There  was  no  demand  in  Wales  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  Act  as  it  stood. 


of  the  Church  party  were  prepared  to  .  He  desired  to  call  attention  to  the  state 
accept  It.  He,  therefore,  asked  the  right  of  the  Government  Benches,  for  there 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  would  not  be  I  was  only  one  Welsh  Member  sitting  on 
better  to  leave  matters  as  they  were,  the  Ministerial  side,  and  he  was  retiring 
When  the  hon.  Gentleman  announced  his  i  at  the  next  election.  Did  that  show  a 
mtention  to  send  down  a  Commissioner  real  demand  for  this  Bill  ?  Would  it  not 
to  Carmarthen  to  hold  an  inquiry  he  have  been  better  if  the  Government  had 
appealed  to  him  to  instruct  the  Commis-  i  inquired  into  the  real  facts,  for  they  were 
sioner  to  inquire  into  the  whole  of  the  |  dealing  with  a  population  which  was 
educational  condition  of  the  county,  and  |  sincerely  desirous  of  working  any  Educa- 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Com-    tion  Act  which  would  advance  education 

and  administer  it  fairly  between  all 
classes.  The  Intermediate  Education 
Act  had  been  administered  in  Wales 
without  a  single  complaint  from  Church- 


missioner  would  do  so.  The  Commissioner 
was  an  exceedingly  able  man  and  was 
perfectly  fair,  but  when  the  county 
council  wanted  to  present  the  whole  of 
their  case  he  said  he  had  no  instructions. 
When  the  county  council  appealed  to 
the  Commissioner  to  hear  the  case  on 
behalf  of  the  Nonconformists  who  were 
the  great  majority  of  the  population,  the 
Commissioner  said  he  had  no  instructions. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  therefore,  did 
not  know  what  was  the  state  of 
things  in  Carmarthenshire.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  the  county  councils  were 
acting  thus  without  alleging  that  the 
Mr,  Lloyd-George, 


men  and  the  county  councils  were 
appointing  Church  teachers  and  also 
CathoUc  teachers.  The  Government 
were  simply  wasting  the  time  of  Parlia- 
ment by  a  Bill  of  this  sort  which  would 
simply  convert  the  Board  of  Education 
into  a  debt-collecting  agency.  It  was  an 
undignified  and  unstatesmanlike  proceed- 
ing, and  he  appealed  to  the  Government 
to  get  the  whole  facts  of  the  situation 
and    introduce    legislation    that  would 
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settle  the  question  upon  terms  which 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  vast  majority 
of  people  of  all  creeds  and  all  sections  in 
Wales. 


Question  put. 


The    House     divided :— Ayes,    262 ; 
Noes,  110.    (Division  List  No.  93.) 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 
A^g-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
Aird,  Sir  John 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold-Forster,RtHn.Hugh  0. 
Atkinson.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Anbrey  .Fletcher,Rt  Hon.  SirH. 
Bagot,  Oapt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
BaUey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  Greorge  Alexander 
Baloarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.A.J.  (Maneh'r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Balfoar,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Iieeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christoh. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
Bathur8t,Hon.  AUen  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Mich.  Hicks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Blake,  Edward 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boland,  John 
Bond,  Edward 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles.  Lt..Col.H.F(Middlesex 
Bowles,  T.Gibson  (King'sLynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Bull,  William  James 
BurdettCoutts,  W. 
Burke,  £.  Haviland 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ. 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.A.(Worc. 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tbos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colomb,Rt.  Hon.Sir  John  C.R. 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H  Athole 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Crean,  Eugene 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalrjmple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Delany,  William 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 


AYES. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Dorington,Rt  Hon.Sir  John  E. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.Sir  William  Hart 
Eierton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
FardeU,  Sir  T.  George 
Farrell,  James  Patnck 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(Manc*r 
Ffrench,  Peter 

Fielden,  Edward  Brooklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FitzGerakl.  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,PhiUpS.(Warwick,S.  W. 
Fyl«p,  John  Arthur 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 

(^rdon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&  Nairn) 
Gore,Hn  G.R.C.Ormsby- (Salop 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  JohnEldon 
Goschen,  Hon.  G^rge  Joachim 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,SirE  W.(B'rySEdm*nds 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Cambs.) 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gretton,  John 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,Marq.of  (L'nd'nderry 
Ha  rdy ,  Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf ord 
Hare.  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath, Arthur  Howard  (Hanley 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse,RtHnH.(Somers*t,E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,  Brightside 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
JefiFreys,Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
JoBsel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 


Kenyon-Slaney,  CoLW.  (Salop. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Lambton,  Hon.  Frederick  Wm. 
Laurie,  lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  ( Yorks.,  N:  R. ) 
Leamv,  Edmund 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 
Lo^kwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.(  Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lundon,  W. 

Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Miacdona,  John  Cumming 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Fadden,  Edward 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Killop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
Maxwell,  RtHnSirH.E.(Wigt'n 
MaxweU,  W.J.H.  (Dumfriessh.) 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  IVL 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  D.  J.  (Walthamstow) 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John 

Murray,RtHn.  A. Graham  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nolan,Col.John  P.(Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0*Brien,Kendal(Tipperary  Mid 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Doherty,  William  ifj 

O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
0*Dowd,  John 

0'Kelly,Jamee(Ro8common,N. 
0*MaUey,  WiUiam 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Parker,  Sir  GUbert 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Peel,  Hn. Wm.Robert  Wellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkinffton,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
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Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Raiikin,  Sir  James 
Kasch,  Sir  Frederick  Came 
RatclifF,  R.  F. 
Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford) 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.W.(Stalybridge) 
Ridley,  S.Forde  (BethnalGreen 
Ritclue.  Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (llackney) 
Roche,  John 

Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 


{COMMONS) 

Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  Sir  H.  S.  (limehouse) 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 

I  Sharpc,  William  Edward  T. 

I  Sheeny,  David 

I  Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Hertford,East) 
Smith,H.C  (North*mb.Tyne8ide 
Smith, James  Parker  (Lanarks.) 

!  Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley, Rt. Hon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,',Sir  Mark  J.  MTaggart 

1  Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

t  Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 

I  Sullivan.  Donal 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

'  Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfMUniv. 

I  Thompson,Dr.EC(Monag'h'n,N 

I  Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 

1  Thornton,  Percy  M. 

'  Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tuff,  Charles 
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Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Walrond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  H 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Lt..Col.A.aE(Tauntan  * 
Welby,  Sir  Chiw.  G.  E.  (Notts.) 
Whiteley,  H(Ashton  und-Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glaf^w) 
Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.H.(York8. 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.  E.R.(Batii 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wjmdham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W.  H. 
Young,  Samuel 

Tellbbs  fob  the  Aym — Sir 
Alexander  Acland  -  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Allen,  Charles  P. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 
Broiulhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (CJardigan 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dobbie,  Joseph 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Edwards,  Frank 
ElUce,CaptEC(S.  Andrew*sBghs 
Ellis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fo8ter,Sir  Michael  (Lond.Univ. 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Ooddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harcourt,  Lewis  V.(Ro88endale 
Harcourt,RtHnSirW(Monm'th 
Harwood,  George 
Helme,  Nerval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 


NOES. 

Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  E. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys- Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Charles  Fredk. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Omwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Lees^,SirJoseph  F.  (Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
LyeU,  Charles  Henry 
Macnamara,  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
M*Oae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Middlemore,  John  Throgmorton 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,  N. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (CJarmarthen) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley ,  Rt.  Hon.  John(  Montrose 
Moss,  Samuel 

Norton,  Capt.  Cfecil  William 
Nussey,  Iliomas  WiUans 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Rea,  Russell 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 


I  Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Rose,  Charles  Day 
i  Russell,  T.  W. 

,  Samuel,  Herbert  L.(aeve]and) 
'  Schwann,  Charles  E. 
I  Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Staftord) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
,  Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Sinclair,  John  (Forfckrshire) 
I  Slack,  John  Bamford 

Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
;  Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(Northant8 

Strachey,  Sir  Edward 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Raddiffie) 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  EL) 

Thomas,  Sir  A.(Glamorgan,!E.) 

Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
I  Tomkinson,  James 
I  Toulmin,  Gteorge 

Trevelyan,  d^harles  Philips 
I  tJre,  Alexander 
'  Wallace,  Robert 
!  Warner,  Thomas  CJourtenay  T 

Wason,  Jn.  Cathcart  (Orkney) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
'  Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.R.) 
I  Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 
I  Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
\  Wilson,  J.W.(Worcestersh.  N.) 
i  Woodhou8e,Sir  J.T(Hudder8f  d 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

'  Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
1  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
1      Mr.  Causton. 


Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
William  Anson,  Mr.  Walter  liOng,  and 
Mr.  Attorney-General. 


EDUCATION  (LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
DEFAULT)  BILL. 

"To  make  provision  for  the  case  of 
default  on  the  part  of  Local  Authorities 
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in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as 
respects  Elementary  Schools/'  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  167.] 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 


(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBR  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Continuance  of  additional  customs 
duties  on  tobacco,  beer  and  spirits. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
X>osed,  "That  the  additional  customs 
duties  on  tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits  im- 
posed by  sections  two,  three,  four  and 
fivB  of  the  Finance  Act,  1900  (including 
any  increased  duties  imposed  by  section 
five  of  that  Act),  shall  continue  to  be 
charged  until  the  first  day  of  August, 
nineteen  hundred  and  five."— (iff. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

♦Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  said 
there  were  some  important  Questions 
which  he  desired  to  put  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  this  stage  of  the 
Budget.  He  thanked  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  for  the  consideration  he 
had  given  to  the  Committee  in  extending 
the  time  they  had  to  look  into  the 
matter  raised  by  the  Resolutions.  He 
liad  touched  on  some  of  these  questions 
in  the  very  interesting  statement  he  made 
in  introducing  the  Budget,  but  all  he 
said  was  only  enough  to  stimulate  their 
curiosity.  The  right  hon .  Gentlemen  had 
a  very  depressing  statement  to  give  with 
regard  to  the  produce  of  those  duties 
which  were  the  great  branches  of  revenue 
on  which  the  country  depended.  Wine 
was  not  included  iu  the  Resolution  now 
before  the  Committee,  but  he  might  be 
allowed  to  mention  it  as  an  illustration. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated  that 
the  wine  duty  had  been  unsatisfactory 
for  some  years  past.  What  was  the 
reason  of  this  ?  It  was  because  the  in- 
creased duty  which  was  imposed  at  a 
moment  of  emergency  had  been  continued 
for  many  years  afterwards.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  might  learn  from 


this  the  lesson,  often  taught  in  finance, 
that  if  they  raised  a  duty  too  high 
it  would  cease  to  be  productive.  The 
example  that  had  been  set  in  the  case 
of  the  wine  duty  was  only  too  likely  to  be 
followed  in  respect  of  those  other  duties 
with  which  the  Resolution  dealt.  The 
duties  put  on  in  1901  were  to  be  con- 
tinned.  Why  were  they  put  on  ?  They 
were  put  on  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
war.  The  war  had  been  over  now  for  two 
years,  and  yet  the  duties  were  to  be  con- 
tinued. In  the  case  of  tobacco  the  war 
duties  were  to  be  increased  by  other 
proposals  which  the  Committee  could 
not  discuss  at  this  stage.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  Customs  and  Excise  had 
fallen  £1,500,000  short  of  the  estimate 
formed  by  the  Treasury  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year.  That  was  a  terrible 
falling  ofi  in  one  branch  of  the  revenue, 
and  he  thought  there  must  be  other  ex- 
planations of  it  than  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  given.  He  told  them 
that  so  far  as  the  beer  duty  was  con- 
cerned the  wet  summer  had  tended  rather 
to  stimulate  the  consumption  of  tea, 
but  it  might  also  have  stimulated  the 
consimiption  of  spirits,  yet  the  spirit 
duty  had  realised  £850,000  less  than  the 
estimate.  When  these  duties  were 
raised  to  an  extreme  point  they  ceased 
to  be  productive.  Had  the  Treasury 
any  reason  to  suppose  that  if  these 
duties  were  restored  to  the  old  level  of 
three  or  four  years  ago  they  would 
produce  a  better  revenue  than  they  did 
now?  Had  the  Treasury  fully  con- 
sidered the  proposed  increases  from  the 
revenue  point  of  view,  and  was  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  perfectly 
sure  that  he  would  get  more  money  out 
of  them?  TTie  Government  were 
pursuing  a  different  course  from  that 
which  any  previous  Government  had 
pursued  at  a  time  of  this  kind.  Taxes 
hitherto  put  on  for  a  war  were  taken  off 
as  soon  as  they  were  not  wanted  for  that 
special  purpose.  This  was  the  proper 
stage  to  receive  &om  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  any  explanations  he  had  to 
give  with  respect  to  these  striking 
features  of  the  year's  finance. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  the  Committee  would  possibly  have 
remarked   with    regard  to   the  tobacco 
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duty  that  the  Chancellor   of   the    Ex-  i 
chequer  was,  as  it  were,  making  two 
bites  of  a  cherry.     The  Resolution  passed 
on  20th  April  raised  the  permanent  duty 
on  tobacco.    The  right  hon.  Oentleman 
had  already  told  them  that  he  intended 
to  raise  the  duty  on  cigars  from  5s.  6d. 
to  66.,  and  this  Resolution  authorised  the 
raising  of  the  additional  6d.     He  con- 
fessed he  had  been  puzzled  to  under- 
stand why  the  tobacco  duty  had  been 
piit  into  two  Resolutions,  but  he  thought 
he  saw  the  reason  now.    The  intention  of  , 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  to 
add  to  the  permanent  duty  imposed  by 
the  Act  of  1898,  which  was  5s.  6d.   a  lb. 
on  cigars,  an  additional  duty  of  6d.  as  a 
temporary  or  annual  addition.     But  he 
did  not  see  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  any  Resolution  in  regard 
to  the  provision  for  the  drawbacks.    He 
presumed  that  all  the  drawbacks  which  •< 
were  allowed   under  the   Act    of    1900 1 
were  intended  to  be  allowed  under  this 
year's  Act ;  and,  if  so,  the  Resolution,  as  it 
stood,    was    incomplete    and    required 
additional  words  referring  to  the  draw- 
backs being  allowed.    Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  satisfy  him  on   that 
point.     Or  was   he  to   understand  that 
that  portion  of  the  clause  could  be  put 
without  a  Resolution  ?   That  might  be  so ; 
at  any  rate  he  wished  to  be  assured  that 
the  drawbacks  were  to  be  provided  for  | 
this  year  as  in  1901.    He  came  now  to  | 
the    merits.        It  was    true,   as    stated 
by   the  hon.   Gentleman  opposite,  that 
this  tax  was   imposed   as  a  war  tax  in 
1900.      He  remembered   very   well  the 
speech   of  the   then  Chancellor   of    the 
Exchequer,  the  right  hon.   Member  for 
West  Bristol,  when  introducing  the  >  d- 
ditional    duties    on    beer,    spirits,    and 
tobacco.      The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
stated  that  they  were  imposed  by  the 
necessities  of  the  State  arising  out  of  the 
war,  that  he  meant  the  war  taxes  to  be 
paid  for,  so  far  as  he  could,  by  all  classes 
of  the  community,  that  the  additional 
duties  imposed  were  temporary,  and  that 
they  would  be   remitted  when  the  war 
was  over.     It  was  for  that  reason  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  them  not 
permanent  but  annual.    Well,  two  years 
had  elapsed  since  the  war  was  over,  and 
it  was  proposed  to  continue  these  duties 
for  another  year.      The  effect  would  be 
Mr,  Gibson  Bowles, 


that  they  would  have  existed  not  for 
one  year  but  for  three  years  after  the 
war  was  over  and  done  with.  He  did 
not  think  that  that  was  according  to  the 
original  contract.  He  recognised  the 
difficulties  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ;  but  these  duties  were  very 
considerable.  Had  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  made  any  calculation  as  to 
the  amount  altogether  of  these  additional 
duties  last  year?  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  tell  the  Committee  that, 
they  would  see  what  extra  amount  he  was 
asking  the  Committee  to  give  him  in  a 
year  of  peace.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ought  to  afford  some  jnstdfica- 
tion  for  the  continuance  of  these  dutiea 
under  the  present  circumstances. 

MR.5EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) 
said  he  wished  to  call  attention  once  more 
*to  the  fact  that  they  were  brought  down  to 
the  House  year  after  year  without  know- 
ing what  Resolutions  were  to  be  propoeed. 
He  had  never  known  any  defence  offered 
for  that  practice.     There  might  be  good 
reason  for  withholding  the  first  or  second 
Resolution  on  the  Budget  night ;  but  why 
they  should  be  asked  to   go  blindfold 
into  the  debate  on  the  other  Resolutions 
he  had  never  been  able  to  understand. 
He  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  these  taxes  were  imposed  as  war 
taxes.    What  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said    in  1900  was    that    they 
were     meant     to     meet     a    temporary 
necessity,   to  meet  war  expenses.     Bat 
I  they    had   been    continued    from     that 
I  time  to  this.     They  were  being  made 
permanent  by  mere  repetition.     Annual 
repetition     continued     for     ever     waa 
I  equivalent  to  a    permanent  tax.     The 
hon.    Member    for  Lynn    Regis    aaked 
what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  got  from  these  taxes  last  year;    he 
asked  what  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
expected  to  get  from  them  this  year. 
He  knew  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Wes1  Bristol  in  1900  estimated  that  the 
additional  duties  would  >ield  £1,750,000. 
Did  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  know 
how  far  that  had  been  realised  fast  year  ? 
It  was  well  that  the  original  character  of 
this  taxation  should  be  kept  before  the 
Committee,    because    it    reminded    tilie 
House  and  the  country  what  it  had  had 
to  pay  for  the  disastrous  expedition  in 
South  Africa.      They  were  paying  now 
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in  peace,  and  were  going  to  continue  to 
pay,  a  contribution  which,  in  fact,  was 
made  for  a  war,  the  cost  of  which  had 
been  £250,000,000  sterling  and  which  had 
resulted  in  the  acquisition  of  two  terri- 
tories which  involved  £4,000,000  addi- 
tional expenditure.  So  long  as  this 
clause  appeared  in  the  Budget  Bill  the 
country  would  not  be  without  a  reminder 
of  the  crime  and  folly  of  which  it  was 
guilty  in  the  year  1900-1. 

There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
wanted  to  call  attention  on  this  Resolution. 
He  admitted  that  he  did  not  challenge  the 
moral  reasons  which  were  given  for  this 
kind  of  taxation  on  intoxicating  liquors. 
Apart  from  the  moral  question, 
he  regarded  the  tax  on  spirits,  with 
which  he  was  concerned,  as  a  bad 
tax  because  it  was  indirect  taxation 
on  commodities  consumed  by  poor 
people.  All  such  taxation  was,  to 
his  mind,  unjustifiable  ;  poor  people 
had  not  the  means  to  pay  it.  He  held 
that  no  householder  who  was  not  in 
receipt  of  £1  a  week  was  able  to  bear 
taxation;  but  when  their  tea,  sugar, 
tobacco,  spirits,  and  beer  were  taxed, 
these  poor  people  were  taxed  without 
their  knowing  it.  Although  there  might 
be  good  moral  reasons  why  the  con- 
sumption of  beer  and  spirits  should  be 
taxed  for  war  purposes,  that  did  not 
relieve  such  taxation  from  the  odium 
that  it  was  indirect  and  pressed  on  the 
poor.  There  was  special  cruelty  in  that 
sort  of  taxation,  because  it  was  imposed 
on  the  consumers  of  the  commodities 
and  passed  by  persons  who  lived  better. 
Was  it  tolerable  that  the  House  should 
place  heavy  duties  on  beer  and  spirits 
at  the  very  moment  that  they  were 
asked  to  make  to  the  vendors  of  beer 
and  spirits  a  present  of  a  vast  monopoly 
value  caused  by  the  fact  that  licences 
were  being  restricted  in  number?  The 
licence  duties  had  not  been  altered  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  During 
that  period  the  number  ol  licences  had 
been  enormously  increased,  but  in  the 
last  ten  years  they  had  fallen  to  1  in 
279  per  head  of  the  population  from  1 
in  331  per  head  of  the  population. 
Licences  were  being  restricted  in  number, 
and  the  monopoly  value  was  accordingly 
increasing ;  yet  there  was  no  increase  in 
the  licence  duties.  That  was  an  anomaly 
which  ought  not  to  pass  without  obser- 


vation ;  and  it  was  mainly  to  call  atten* 
tion  to  it  that  he  had  asked  leave  to 
address  the  Committee.  He  wished  ta 
bring  out  the  difference  in  treatment 
between  the  commodities  themselves  and 
the  vendors  of  those  commodities. 
Twenty  years  ago  publicans'  Ucenoes 
yielded  £1,500,000;  last  year  the  yield 
was  only  £1,750,000,  notwithstanding  the 
development  of  the  country  during  that 
period.  Twenty  years  ago  the  combined 
Excise  and  Customs  duties  on  beer  and 
spirits  amounted  to  £27,000,000;  last 
year  they  produced  £39,000,000,  or 
£12,000,000  more,  which  was  taken  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  people.  The 
monopoly  value  of  licences  increased  as 
they  became  more  and  more  restricted 
in  number,  and  yet  they  only  yielded 
an  increase  of  a  £250,000.  That  was 
unfair  and  unjust  in  every  way;  and 
he  hoped  that  an  opportunity  would 
be  given  at  some  stage  of  the  Budget 
Bill  for  proposing  in  substitution  of 
this  tax,  or  the  tea  tax,  or  the  income- 
tax,  a  scheme  of  licence  duties  which 
would  take  the  monopoly  value  out  of 
the  licences  and  hand  it  over  to  the 
Exchequer.  The  Licensing  Bill  now 
before  Parliament  proposed  to  perpetuate 
this  abominable  state  of  things;  and,  if 
that  Bill  passed,  the  House  would  not 
have  that  free  hand  in  dealing  with  the 
licence  duties  which  they  now  possessed. 
Therefore  every  opportunity  should  be 
taken  of  proposing  that  the  House  should 
definitely  consider  whether  it  was  fair 
to  the  people  that  this  vast  source  of 
public  revenue  should  be  left  in  private 
pockets,  and  whether  the  time  had  not 
come  for  the  State  to  say  that  it  would 
take  the  value  of  the  monopoly  which 
it  itself  had  created.  That  would  add 
£8,000,000  or  £10,000,000  to  the  reveaue 
without  any  further  taxation  at  all. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.)  dissented. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  Did 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  himself  make 
an  estimate? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes, 
I  have. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said  he 
was  extremely  glad  to  hear  it,  as  it  was 
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the  first  time  he  ever  bad  such  an  admis- 
Bion  bom  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Both  the  right  hon.  Oentleman's  prede- 
cessors admitted  the  anomaly,  but  refused 
to  inquire  into  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  said  the  other  day 
that  no  further  inquiry  was  necessary, 
from  which  he  assumed  that,  since  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman's  accession  to  office, 
an  inquiry  had  taken  place,  which, 
however,  had  not  been  divulged  to  the 
House.  He  hoped  before  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Budget  Bill  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  prepared  to 
lay  before  the  House  the  results  of  that 
inquiry,  and  would  be  able  to  state  how 
much  revenue  would  be  added  to  the  in- 
come of  the  State  if  a  duty  were  imposed 
on  licences  which  would  e^aust  the  mono- 
poly value.  Mr.  Caine,  who  was  for  many 
years  a  Member  of  the  House,  undertook 
an  inquiry  himself ;  and  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  monopoly  value  of 
publicans'  licences,  instead  of  being 
£1,500,000,  the  sum  which  they  now, 
yielded,  approached  £9,000,000  or 
£10,000,000;  and  the  anomaly  became 
simply  grotesque  when  the  Qovemment, 
after  asking  Parliament  year  after  year  to 
load  the  poor  with  taxation  and  to  load 
the  middle  classes  with  taxation,  now 
persisted  in  making  a  present  of  millions  a 
year  to  one  class  of  the  community  which 
could  not  be  credited  with  the  monopoly 
of  patriotic  feeling.  [An  Hon  .  Member  : 
Oh !]  That  class  had  a  monopoly  of  the 
liquor  traffic,  but  they  had  not  a  mono- 
poly of  patriotic  feeling.  He  was  en- 
deavouring to  enter  a  caveat  on  behalf  of 
the  State  for  the  vast  revenue  which  was 
derived  from  the  one  great  monopoly 
which  now  existed  in  this  country,  and 
which  should  not  be  left  in  the  private 
hands  into  which  it  had  fallen. 

♦Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.)  said  he 
thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  really  give  the  Committee  some 
statement  of  the  policy  which  the 
Treasury  intended  to  pursue.  The  extra 
beer  and  spirit  duties  which  were  imposed 
originally  for  war  expenditure  produced  in 
1903  nearly  £3,000,000.  The  extra 
tobacco  duty  produced  in  the  same  year 
about  £1,406,(XX),  making  a  total  of  nearly 
£4,500,000.  He  wished  to  know  why 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
now  asked  for  that  amount.     All  the 


Mr.  Edmund  Robertson. 


expenditure  which  now  devolved  on 
the  country  with  regard  to  the  war  was 
that  which  was  included  in  the  fixed 
charge  for  the  National  Debt ;  and  that  had 
only  increased  £4,000,000.  They  had  al- 
ready agreed  to  duties  imposed  ostensibly 
for  war  expenditure  amounting  to  the 
large  sum  of  £20,500,000.  If  they 
took  the  duties  imposed  for  war  expendi- 
ture alone  they  amounted  to  ;&2  5, 000,000 
a  year,  of  which  the  £5,000,000  now 
asked  for  was  a  very  small  part.  Of  the 
larger  amount  the  extra  income-tax  ]nx>- 
duced  £10,000,000,  the  remainder  beins 
taxation  on  the  consumer.  He  would 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  why 
in  reimposing  taxation  this  year  he  did 
not  take  into  consideration  that  last  year, 
when  taxation  was  remitted,  a  remiaaion 

,  of  £10,500,000  was  given  to  the  income- 
tax  payer  and  only  £2,500,000 — the  corn 
tax — was  remitted  on  indirect  taxation. 
In  reimposing  taxation  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  adopted  the  very  curious 
plan  of  reimposing   £2,500,000   on  the 

"  income-tax  payer,  leaving  him  a  gainer  by 
£8,000,000,  while  he  reimpMed  the 
whole  of  the  £2,500,000  remitted  last 
year,  on  the  indirect  tax  payer.     To  pro- 

I  pose  that  the  income-tax  payers  shoula  be 

'  relieved  to  the  extent  of  £8,000,000, 
while  the  indirect  tax  payer  received  no 
relief  at  all,  was  not  a  fair  financial  plan 
to  put  before  the  Committee.  When 
the  right  hon.  Glentleman  asked  them  to 
impose  this  extra  £4,500,000  of  taxation 
in  addition  to  the  £20,500,000  to  which 

I  they  were  already  committed,  the  Ck>m- 
mittee  were  entitled  to  demand  some 
statement  of  policy  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  some  further  explanation  of 
this  extra  taxation  of  £25,000,000,  of 
which,  he  submitted,  only  £5,000,000 
were    due    to    war    expenditure,    while 

I  £20,000,000  were  required  to  meet  the 
increase  in  the  ordinair  peace  expendi- 
ture of  the  country.  It  that  submission 
were  correct,  the  position  seriously 
demanded  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
the  country  ]  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  to-day  let  the  Com- 
mittee see  that  he  realised  the  gravity  of 
the  position,  and  that  it  could  he  allevi- 
ated only  by  a  reduction  in  the  ever- 
increasing  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
nation. 

Mr,  AINSWORTH  (ArgyU)  asked 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could    give     any     reason      why      the 
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amount  of  revenue  derived  from  the 
licence  duty  was  so  small.  Every  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  knew  how  valuable 
a  licence  was,  and  how  small  was  the 
annual  income  received  by  the  State 
directly  from  that  source.  Was  there 
any  reason  for  that  anomaly  other  than 
the  fact  that  a  licepce  had  always  been 
looked  upon  as  an  annual  property. 

♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  anticipating  the  debates  on  the  Licens- 
iog  Bill. 

Mr.  AINSWORTH  thought  the  point 
was  germane  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee.  It  was 
well  that  the  Committee  should  con- 
stantly keep  in  mind  how  much  of  the 
present  taxation  was  due  to  the  late  war, 
and  on  that  point  he  asked  whether  the 
right  hon.  (Gentleman  could  not  in  some 
more  rapid  fashion  get  rid  of  the  neces- 
sity for  extra  taxation  arising  from  that 
.  source.  Could  not  some  portion  of  the 
expenditure  of  £250,000,000  be  recovered 
in  the  shape  of  cash  ? 

The  chairman  intimated  that  the 
hon.  Member's  remarks  were  not  relevant 
to  the  Resolution  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN,  in 
reply,  said  he  was  asked  why  it  was  now 
necessary  to  continue  this  taxation,  which 
in  the  first  instance  was  undoubtedly 
imposed  as  war  taxation  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war.  If  hon.  Members 
bore  in  mind  the  observations  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  his  predecessor  in  office,  in 
1901,  the  continuance  would  not  take 
them  by  surprise.  His  right  hon.  friend 
at  that  time  gave  notice  that,  supposing 
the  war  came  to  an  end  at  an  early  date, 
the  ordinary  expenditure  would  not 
permit  him  to  remit  the  additional  taxa- 
tion imposed  for  war  purposes,  which 
included,  by  the  way,  an  mcome-taxof  Is. 
in  the  £. 

*Mr.  McCRAE  :  In  the  following  year 
additional  taxation  was  imposed. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
agreed  that  that  was  so,  but  it  was 
imposed  with  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
the  great  expenditure  was  not  wholly  due 
to  the  war  but  to  a  permanent  increase 
in    the     ordinary    peace     expenditure. 


The  calculations  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Edinburgh  were  substantially  accurate. 
In  was  true  that  in  the  main  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  to  provide 
for  peace  expenditure  upon  a  higher  scale 
than  was  necessary  twenty,  or  even  ten, 
years  ago.  But  the  earlier  complaint  of 
the  hon.  Member  was  not  that  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was  too 
severe  in  continuing  existing  taxation,  or 
even  in  imposing  fresh  taxation,  but 
that  he  took  too  lax  a  view  of  his  duties 
as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
complaint  was  that  he  raised  too  little, 
rather  than  too  much.  That  being  so, 
it  was  surely  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
when  he  was  raising  taxation  the  hon. 
Member  should  not  make  the  task  moro 
difficult  by  criticism  which  did  not 
represent  his  true  views.  The  hon. 
Member  agreed  that,  our  expenditure 
being  what  it  was,  this  money  must  be 
raised ;  and  he  did  not  suggest  that,  so 
far  as  the  money  involved  in  this  Resolu* 
tion  was  concerned,  it  was  raised  unfairly.- 

*Mr.  McCRAE:  I  deny  the  necessity 
for  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  was  coming  to  that  point.  It  was- 
said  we  ought  to  reduce  our  expen- 
diture. But  the  proper  place  to  ad- 
vocate and  support  reductions  of 
expenditure  was  in  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  not  in  Gonmiittee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  latter  was  simply  the 
follower  of  the  former.  Having  voted 
the  money  in  Committee  of  Supply,  they 
must  be  prepared  to  provide  the  ways- 
and  means.  The  expenditure  being^ 
what  it  was  and  the  revenue  such  as  he 
forecast  last  week,  it  was  impossible  to- 
find  the  money  in  any  way  less  injurious 
to  the  consumers.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Dundee  spoke  of  the  particular  Resolution, 
as  being  an  irremediable  injury  to  the 
poor.  He  should  like  to  hear  what  the  hon^ 
Member  for  Camborne  thought  of  that.. 
The  hon.  Member  further  laid  it  down 
as  a  canon  of  sound  finance  that  all 
incomes  below  a  certain  very  modest 
sum    should    be     absolutely    exempted 

I  from  taxation  in  any   form,  direct  or 

;  indirect. 

;     Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I  did 
I  not  say  quite  that.    What  I  said  waa 
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that  incomes  below  £50  could  not  bear 
taxation,  in  the  sense  that  there  was  no 
margin  for  it.  £1  a  week  may  be  taken 
as  the  minimum  wage,  and  taxation 
upon  that  sum  involves  the  irremediable 
wrong  of  taking  from  the  poor  that  which 
is  necessary  for  their  sustenance. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
l^at  taxation  upon  beer  and  spirits, 
with  which  the  present  Resolution  dealt, 
would  not  be  a  less  irremediable  evil  if 
imposed  directly  instead  of  indirectly. 
If  the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  were  to 
prevail  they  would  prevent  the  raising  of 
iuiy  indirect  taxation  at  all  except  upon 
articles  of  pure  luxury  used  only  by  the 
weU-to-do.  He  invited  the  hon.  Member 
to  devise  a  tariff  imposing  indirect  taxa- 
tion exclusively  on  articles  of  luxury 
qised  by  the  weU-to-do  without  incurring 
the  censure  of  his  friends  around  him, 
and  without  infringing  the  doctrine  of 
free  trade  or  the  principles  of  our  present 
^financial  system.  He  thought  that  the 
hon.  Member  would  find  this  to  be  a 
very  difficult,  not  to  say  an  impossible, 
task.  The  hon.  Member  proposed  to 
exempt  all  very  small  incomes  without 
giving  effect  to  the  old  Liberal  maxim 
that  taxation  and  representation  should 
go  together.  It  would  be  dangerous  in 
these  days,  when  political  power  was 
IT  ore  widespread  than  ever  before,  to  give 
effect  to  the  doctrine  that  taxation  and 
Tcsponsibility  dependent  on  the  exercise 
cf  political  power  should  be  more  limited. 
llThatever  system  of  taxation  were  adopted 
indirect  taxation  would  be  necessary. 
He  did  not  believe  that  any  responsible  i 
person  on  either  side  of  the  House  would 
suggest  that  they  could  do  without 
indirect  taxation,  least  of  all  upon  such 
articles  as  beer  and  spirits.  As  to  the 
Resolution  referring  to  the  duties  and  the  ! 
^drawback,  he  pointed  out  that  the  Re- 
solution was  necessary,  because  the ! 
imposition  of  the  duty  placed  a  charge  on  i 
the  taxpayer.  No  Resolution  wasnecessary  ' 
for  the  drawback,  because  it  involved  no  i 
•charge.' 

A     raising     of     the     licence     duties ; 
had    been  advocated,  but    he   thought 
that  the  question  would   be  more  con- 1 
veniently  discussed  on  the  Licensing  Bill. 

He  could  not  add  anything  to  the  ex- 
planations he  had  already  given  as  to  the 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson. 


fall  in  the  revenue.     There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  chaiacter  of   the  seasons  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  the  receipts  from 
beer    and    spirits.      Recent     Ucensing 
legislation  and  increased    care  on  the 
part  of  all  concerned  in  the  trade  had 
also    done  something    to  decrease    the 
consumption.     But  when  full  allowance 
had   be^  made  for   both  these  causes 
they  must  set    the  rest  of  the  change 
down  to  people  having  had  less  to  spend 
in  the  past  year  than  in  previous  years. 
That  was  never  a  satisfactory  thing,  but 
it  would  probably  be  some  consolation  to 
hon.  Members  that  if  the  people  had  to 
retrench  their  expenditure  it  had  been 
carried   out  on    articles    like     beer  and 
spirits,  but  not  much  on  tea,  sugar,  and 
tobacco.    A  Question  was  asked  why.  as 
the  income-tax  payer  received  a  greater 
portion  of  relief  last  year,  he  had  not 
put  the  whole  burden  on  him  this  year. 
In  his  opinion  that  would    have  been 
a  gross   injustice,  and  would    not  have 
been  an  even   division    of  the    burden 
among    the    people.      The    income-tax 
payer  paid  during  the  war  a  larger  por- 
tion of  the  whole  year's  expenditure  than 
he  would  have  paid  if  the  peace  ratio 
had  been  preserved.     He  was,  therefore, 
entitled   in  proportion  to    the   sacrifice 
he  made  during  the  war    to  the  first 
relief  in  peace,  and  his  predecessor  had 
recognised  that  need,    ^e  effect  of  his 
proposals  this  year  was  to   restore  the 
proportion  of  direct  and  indirect  taxation 
to  what  it  was  in  the  year  before  the 
war.    So  far,  therefore,  from  altering  the 
basis  adversely  to  the  indirect  taxpayer 
he  had  actually  put  both  the  direct  and 
indirect  taxpayer  in  the  same  position  of 
proportion  as  existed  in  the  year  before 
the  war.    But  the  real  fact  was  that  all 
were    indirect    taxpayers    in  a   greater 
or  less  degree,  and  it  certainly  was  a 
great  mistake  to  speak  of  the  income-tax 
payer  as  if  he  were  universally  well-to- 
do.      The  pressure  of  taxation  on  the 
man    with    a  small    income    was  very 
heavy,  and  he  was  entitled  to  relief  in 
regard  to  the  direct  as  well  as  the  in- 
direct   portion    of    that    burden.     He 
believed  that  in  the  present  financial 
situation   the   'advisability    of    passing 
this     Resolution     was     not     seriously 
questioned. 
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Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  B.)  said 
this  was  one  of  the  very  few  occasions 
upon  which  they  could  criticise  effectively 
the  finances  of  the  country.  Many  hon. 
Members  would  remember  occasions 
when  the  Qovemment  were  defeated 
upon  proposals  similar  to  these,  and  it 
was  recognised  that  criticism  had  a  more 
direct  effect  upon  the  financial  policy  of 
the  Qovemment  in  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  than  in  Committee  of  Supply. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  Resolution 
under  discussion  he  thought  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  rather  missed 
the  main  point  which  had  been  raised  by 
the  speakers  who  had  addressed  the 
House  from  the  Opposition  side.  They 
thought  that  these  particular  additional 
duties  stood  in  quite  an  exceptional 
position  as  compared  with  any  other  part 
of  the  extra  war  taxation  imposed  from 
the  year  1900  onwards.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  quoted  an  extract  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  delivered  iti 
1901,  but  he  did  not  quote  what  he 
said  when  he  originally  imposed  the  duty. 
No  language  could  be  stronger  than  the 
words  used  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol  upon  that 
occasion,  because  he  said  distinctly  that 
the  indiiect  taxation  he  proposed  in 
1901  was  a  temporary  addition  to  the 
existing  taxation.  The  duties  they  were 
BOW  discussing  had  ever  since  occupied 
the  exceptional  position  in  which  tbey 
were  placed  by  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol  when  he  imposed  them.  What 
they  complained  of  now  was  that  neither 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  nor  his 
predecessor  made  any  statement  to  the 
House  on  which  the  country  might  look 
forward  to  getting  rid  of  the  bulk  of  the 
war  taxes  or  to  reducing  substantially 
the  vast  debt  placed  upon  the  country 
by  the  South  African  War.  These  addi- 
tional duties  were  imposed  for  war 
taxation  and  they  were  given  their 
Umited  duration  on  that  account.  Upon 
this  question  he  thought  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  gone  a  step  back- 
wards, and  they  were  disappointed  to  find 
that  not  only  were  the  taxpayers  to 
•continue  to  bear  this  additional  war  taxa- 
tion, but  also  to  bear  an  increase  in  the  tea 
duty.  Besides  tiiis,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  practically  told  them  that  they 
could  not  look  forward  to  these  taxes 


being  considered  as  special  war  taxes  in 
the  future,  and  that  they  must  be  looked 
upon  as  being  required  for  the  ordinary 
financial  necessities  of  the  year.  The 
ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  had  also 
told  them  that  they  must  make  up  their 
minds  that  the  scale  of  national  ex- 
penditure had  permanently  increased, 
and  that  for  the  purposes  of  meeting 
that  permanently  increased  charge  the 
taxpayers  must  look  forward  to  these 
war  taxes  becoming  part  of  the  permanent 
burdens  of  the  country.  That  was  a 
serious  outlook  for  the  taxpayers,  and  it 
was  a  great  disappointment  in  view  of 
the  promises  held  out  by  the  predecessors 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire,  Lichfield)  said  the  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  was  not 
the  matter  of  increasing  the  cost  of  a 
licence,  but  whether  taxation  should  not 
be  transferred  from  the  beer  duty  to  the 
Ucence.       That    was   a  point   of   some 
importance,  although  he  did  not  think 
it  was  so  important  as  h^s  hon.  friend 
made  out,  because  very  soon  the  duty  on 
the  licence  would  fall  upon  the  consumer, 
or  a  great  part  of  it  at  any  rate.    The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  that 
this  was  not  the  proper  place  to  talk 
about  economy,  and  that  they  ought  to 
do   it   by  moving  reductions  in    Com- 
mittee.    There  was,  however,  one  thing 
which  they  could  not  do  in  Committee 
by  moving  reductions,  and  that  was  to 
impress  upon    the    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer    the    very    important   duty 
he  had  to  perform  in  putting  pressure 
upon     the      various      spending       de- 
partments to  curtail  their  extravagance. 
i  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
S  more  power  to  curtail  the  expenditure 
than  hon.  Members  had,  because  he  could 
I  employ  men  to  investigate  the  proposals 
i  made  to  him  in  a  way  they  could  not 
'  possibly  do.    The    House    had    always 
relied    upon    the  pressure    which    the 
Treasury  could    put    upon  the  spend- 
ing      departments      to      reduce      ex- 
penditure.     When    a   private    Member 
found  a  case  of  extravagance,  as  was 
I  the  case  with  regard  to  the  War  Office 
;  the  other  night,  and  when  they  appealed 
,  to  everybody  to  help  them  to  obtain  a 
I  reduction,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
'  would   not  support  them,  but,  on  the 
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contrary,  said  the  extravagance  was 
quite  proper.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
not  only  opposed  them  when  they  asked 
for  a  reduction  in  expenditure,  but 
when  the  proposals  of  the  Goyemm«^nt 
came  forward  in  Committee  of  Supply 
he  backed  up  the  spending  departments. 
The  result  was  that  when  they  moved 
a  reduction  the  Oovemment  majority 
was  called  in  and  they  were  voted  down. 
This  was  the  only  time  when  they  could 
really  enforce  the  necessity  for  economy 
upon  the  Grovemment.  However  earnest 
private  Members  might  be  in  their  desire 
for  economy,  the  only  way  they  could 
secure  it  was  by  compelling  the  Treasury 
to  put  pressure  upon  the  spending  de- 
partments, and  the  only  time  they  could 
do  that  effectively  was  when  the  Govern- 
ment were  asking  for  money.  Not  only 
was  he  of  the  opinion  that  duties  pat  on 
in  time  of  war  ought  to  be  taken  off  as 
soon  as  possible,  but  he  believed  that 
such  duties  would  be  unnecessary  if  the 
Treasury  would  exercise  proper  control 
over  the  various  spending  departments. 

Mb.  BRTN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  said  he  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Lichfield  that  it  was  in 
Committee  of  Supply  action  should  be 
taken  to  enforce  economy,  but,  however 
strongly  those  who  were  in  favour  of 
economy  protested,  in  specific  instances, 
in  Committee  of  Supply,  the  Government 
were  always  bound  to  carry  their  point. 
It  was  practicaUy  unheard  of  that  in 
Conmiittee  of  Supply  Members  of  the 
House  were  able  to  effect  the  slightest 
economy.  In  the  debates  on  the  Budget 
questions  in  regard  to  extravagant 
expenditure  could  be  raised  and  discussed, 
and  when  the  Government  found  the 
impossibility  of  raising  money  they 
would  themselves  enforce  economy  on 
the  departments.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  be  an  efficient  instrument  in  so 
doing.  He  wished  to  impress  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  he 
should  pay  more  attention  to  the  vast 
reservoir  of  taxable  wealth  that  existed 
in  the  monopoly  value  of  licences.  Re- ! 
ference  had  been  made  to  the  matter,  i 
but  he  did  not  think  that  sufficient  | 
attention  had  yet  been  paid  to  it.  He  i 
understood  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  been  considering  the  matter  and  that ; 

Mr.  Courienay  Warner. 


he  had  appointed  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  it. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  hon.  Member  had  misunderstood 
him.  He  did  not  say  that  a  depart- 
mental inquiry  had  been  instituted. 

Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  I  pnt 
a  Question  specifically  and  definitely 
whether  there  had  been  an  inquiry  into 
the  value  of  these  licences. 

Mb.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
,  there  was  no  departmental  inquiry  of  any 
sort.  He  had  made  an  inquiry  himself, 
the  steps  being  taken  on  his  own  account 
Nothing  of  the  nature  of  what  was 
,  known  to  the  House  as  a  departmental 
inquiry,  had  taken  place.  Of  course  the 
results  of  the  inquiry  would  form  the 
basis  of  the   propoeab  in   the  licensing 

I  Bill 

I 

I  Mb.  BRTN  [ROBERTS  said  it  woold 
:  be  satisfactory  if  the  House  were  informed 
of  the  result  of  the  inquiry  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made,  and 
I  also  whether  those  of  whom  he  had  made 
inquiry  had  expressed  any  opinion  as  to 
the  value  of  tiiese  licences. '  There  was 
,  not  a  Member  of  the  Committee  who  did 
not  know  of  specific  instances  in  which 
enormous  sums  over  and  above  the 
structural  value  or  the  business  value  of 
licensed  houses  had  been  obtained. 
They  wanted  to  know  what  was  the 
accumulated  value  of  the  whole  of  the 
licensed  houses  in  the  Kingdom,  becaose 
that  was  absolutely  a  pure  gift  by  the 
State  to  "the  trade."  Not  only  waa  it 
property  that  was  properly  taxable,  but 
it  was  property  that  belonged  to  the 
State  in  its  entirety.  He  thought  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  made 
this  inquiry,  should  inform  the  House  of 
the  value  before  the  Bill  came  on  for 
discussion. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  asked 
if  he  would  be  in  order  in  calling  atttf^ 
tion  to  the  tobacco  duties  at  this  stage. 

*Thb  chairman  said  that  that 
Motion  had  been  passed  by  the  Cooi* 
mittee.  [An  Hon.  Mbmbbb:  Speak  on 
the  Report  stage.] 
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Mr.  BROADHURST  said  that  the 
increase  of  two  years  back  was  a  very 
hard  tax  on  the  users  of  common  tobacco,  i 
and  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ! 
would  carry  out  some  system  of  taxation 
on  values  instead  of  on  weight,  there 
would  not  be  such  just  cause  for  com- 
plaint. The  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen  | 
who  preceded  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  when  at  the 
Treasury,  gave  him  some  reason 
to  hope  that  efforts  would  be  made  to 
vary  the  taxation  of  tobacco  on  its  values. 
He  received  a  statement  the  other  day 
from  a  firm  which  did  a  great  deal  of 
trade  in  tobacco  and  the  manufacture  of 
cigars,  and  he  had  had  manv  communica- 
tions since  the  Chancellor's  Budget  on  this 
question,  and  he  wished  he  could  induce 
the  present  Chancellor  to  give  some 
promise  that  he  would  have  further 
investigation  made,  at  his  leisure,  to  see 
if  something  could  not  be  done  to  adjust 
the  tax. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
that  he  thought  he  had  made  a  step  in 
the  right  direction  by  the  changes  he  pro-  \ 
posed  in   re^rd  to  foreign  cigars  and 
cigarettes  this  year.     He  was  not  averse 
to  putting  a  higher  tax  on  what  was  an  : 
article  of  greater  value  or  greater  luxury,  i 
Of  course,  the  difficulties  were  administra- 
tive— difficulties     of     collection.       Any 
attempt  to  convert  duties  into  ad  valorem 
instead  of  leaving  them  as  specific  duties  i 
was  opening  wide  the  door  to  fraud.     He  , 
woula    look    into  the    matter,  however, 
though  he  did  not  think  there  were  any 
of  his  predecessors  who  had  yet  seen  their  ' 
way  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman. 

i 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  said 
the  empty  state  of  the  House  would  not ! 
lead  one  to  understand  that  they  were  | 
discussing  a  very  serious  matter.  It  was  ' 
surely  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace  thev  should  be 
renewing  the  war  duties  and  practically 
making  the  admission  that  it  cost  as  much 
to  govern  this  country  in  time  of  peace 
as  in  time  of  war.  Surely  something 
must  be  wrong  on  the  face  of  it  when 
such  a  position  as  this  was  brought  before 
the  House  of  Commons.  As  to  these 
duties  he  was  not  quite  sure  whether  he 
was  not  the  person  referred  to  by  the 
Chancellor    of    the    Exchequer    a    few 

VOL.  CXXXin.    [Fourth  Seribs.] 


minutes  ago.  Very  likely  he  was,  but  he 
was  not  personally  affected  by  it.  The 
Grovemment  could  put  any  amount  on 
these  articles  without  affecting  him,  but 
they  did  affect  Ireland,  ^ich  felt  the 
strain  of  taxation  far  more  than  England 
did.  They  were  taxing  a  poor  country 
when  they  taxed  Ireland;  they  were 
taxing  a  rich  country  when  they  taxed 
England.  The  whole  question  would 
have  to  come  up  on  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Budget  Bill.  Why  should  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not  face 
the  question  of  the  licence  duties  ?  Why 
was  it  that  that  particular  class  of  the 

I  community  were  exempt  ?  They  did 
not  pay  the  taxation  on  spirits  and  beer. 
They  would  imagine  to  hear  them  talk 

I  at  their  meetings  that  they  did.  He 
wished  they  did.     It  was  the  people  who 

1  paid.    Here  was  a  source   of  taxation 

I  ready  at  the  Chancellor's  hands.  It  was 
admitted  that  the  licences  in  connection 
with  this  costly  and  valuable  monopoly 
— valuable  to  them ;  costly  to  the 
country — were  not  high  enough,  and  that 

I  the  country  did  not  get  a  fair  return  for 

\  the  monopoly.  Why  did  not  the  Govern- 
ment see  that  they  got  some  return? 
Then  they  could  spare  the  people  of  the 

•  country  taxation  of  some  of  the  articles 

1  which  pressed  very  heavily  on  the  poor. 
But  no ;    that  monopoly  was  not  to  be 

,  touched.  On  the  contrary  it  had  to  be 
enriched,   and  he    hoped   that   on   the 

'  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Budget  the 
whole  question  would  be  threshed 
out,  and  most  assuredly  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  might  make 
up  his  mind  that  the  Irish  question 
would  be   seriously  dealt   with  on  the 

\  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said  that  there  was  no  extrava- 
gance and  the  Prime  Minister  cheered 
him.  The  country  was  in  a  situation  of  the 
greatest  gravity,  and  the  Committee  had 
got  no  explanation  of  it.  His  point  was 
that  when  taxes  were  suddenly  raised 
for  an  emergency,  the  House  had  to 
accept  them.  The  House  did  accept 
these  taxes,  but  under  the  promise  that 
they  would  be  taken  off  after  the  war. 
Another  objection  to  such  emergency 
taxes  was  that  they  were  not  thoroughly 
thought  out ;  and  thev  were  not  suitable 
2  U 
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to  become  part  of  the  permanent  fiscal 
system  of  the  country.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  look  to  the 
fact  that  the  yield  of  the  duties  on 
tobacco,  beer,  and  spirits  was  falling  off. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
he  hoped  the  yield  would  be  better  next 
year;  but  how  did  he  know  that  the 
decrease  might  not  be  greater?  His 
contention  was  that  these  emergency 
taxes  were  of  too  high  a  character  and 
he  was  not  in  the  least  satisfied  with  the 
answer  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  had 
given.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee 
had  suggested  one  remedy,  but  his 
remedy  was  economy  all  round. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  said 
that  before  the  division  was  taken  he 
should  like  to  explain  the  reason  why  he 
would  vote  against  the  Resolution.  It  was 
not  a  question  whether  these  taxes  ought 
to  be  continued  on  the  present 
occasion,  because  he  thought  beer  and 
spirits  were  properly  subjects  of 
taxation.  It  was  certainly  true, 
as  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone,  that  it  was  not  the 
licensed  interest  that  paid  these  extra 
taxes ;  it  was  the  consumers.  The  pro- 
test which,  in  his  judgment,  ought  to  be 
made  was  against  the  somewhat  alarm- 
ing statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  That  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's position  now  was  different  from  | 
that  of  his  predecessor  in  office.     Then 


they  had  violent    protests  against   an 
increase  of  the  beer  and  spirit   duties 
from  the  licensed  victualling  and  brew- 
ing interests.    They  were  silenced  by  the 
statement  that  it  was  only  a  temporary 
measure ;    that  these   taxes  would   be 
I  taken  off  as  soon  as  the  war  was   over. 
It  seemed  to  him  a  remarkable    thing 
j  that  one  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer 
I  should  throw  over  the  declarations  of  a 
;  previous  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
They  were  told  that  night  that    there 
I  was  not  likely  to  be  any  redaction  in 
I  these  taxes,  because  public  expenditure 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
!  word  "economy"  must  be  taken  out  of 
;  their  vocabulary.    That  was  the  danger. 
I  Where   was  this  expenditure    going   to 
end?       They    were    going    on    almost 
I  doubling  national  expenditure,  and  there 
'  was  not  very  much  hope,  so  far  as  the 
I  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
I  concerned,  that  there  was  going  to  be  any 
material  reduction.    He  protested  against 
this  absolute  closing    of    the  door   to 
I  economy.      The  question  was  whether 
'  war  taxes  were  to  be  continued  as  peace 
taxes.      To    many    Governments    that 
I  would  be  a  direct  inducement,  on  some 
I  occasions,   to  set  aside  any  question  of 
peace  in  order  that  war  might  be  lightly 
entered  upon. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  249; 
Noes,  119.     (Division  List  No.  94.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynt© 
AllhuseDyAugustus  Henry  Eden 
AUaopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold-For8ter,Rt.Hn.HughO. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,  Rt.Hon.  SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord  ttCS 

Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Manch*r 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Hornsey) 
Balfour,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Lced8 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Bell,  Richard 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

Mr.  Lough. 


AYES. 

Bignold,  Arthur  i 

Bigwood,  James 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Blundell,  (Lionel  fenry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowle8,T.  Gibson  (King's  Lynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  (Carles  William 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.A(Worc 
(banning,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Ck>ghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 


Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athofte 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,Charle6  Curtis  (Antrim^- 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  WUliam    Bromley 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
I>im8dale,Rt.Hon.Sir  Joseph  C. 
Dixon-Hartland,SirFred  I&xon 
Dorington,Rt.  Hon.Sir  John  £. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Durning-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwin 
Elibank,  Master  of 

I  Ellice,CaptEC.(S.Andrw'sB|rhs 

I  Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

I  Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 

I  Fergusson,Rt.Hn.SirJ.  (Manc^r 
Fmch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
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Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitzroy,  Hn.  Edward  Algernon 
Flanoery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,Philip  S.(Warwick,S.W. 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hon.  A.  G  H. 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin&Nairn) 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Halsey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,Marq  of  (Londonderry 
Hardy ,  Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf  ord 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem'th 
Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.  R.  (Dulwich 
Harwood,  George 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  A.  Howard  (Hanley) 
Heath,  James  (Staffords.,  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford,  W. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare.  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,RtHnH.(Somer8't,E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 
HoBand,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,J.F.  (Sheffield,Bright8ide 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,Tottenham) 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Jebb,  Sir  R'chard  CHaverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kearley,  Hudson,  E. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  W. (Salop. 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,Sir Joseph  (Monm'th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Jn.  G.  (Yorks.,  N.  R.) 
Lee,  A.  H.  (Hants.,  Fareham) 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 


{26  April  1904} 

Legge,  (Dol.  Hon.  Heneage 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Miskcdona,  John  Gumming 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Majendie,  James  A.  H. 
Maxwell,Rt.HnSirH.E.(Wigt'n 
Maxwell,  W.J.H.(Dumfriessh.) 
Meysey-Thom  pson.  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  FrederickG. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Mowbray  Sir  Robert  Gray  C 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.(Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (C>>ventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pease,  Herbt.  Pike  (Darlington 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 

I  Perks,  Robert  William 
Pierpoint,  Robert 

I  Pilkington,  Colonel  Richard 

I  Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  (Jeoige 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 

,  Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rcksch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Rea,  Russell 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Clharles  Bine 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.  (Stalybridge 
Ritchie,  Rt.Hn.C^as.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 


and  Means, 


1234 


Rothschild,Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James' 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
SackviUe,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 

'  Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,Sir  HarryS.(Limehou8e 
Sandys,  Lt..Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

,  Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 

'  Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Hertford,East) 
Smith,  H.C(North*mbTyne8ide 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D,  (Strand) 

I  Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwioh) 

I  Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M*Taggart 

I  Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 

'  Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

[  Stroyan,  John 

I  Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

I  Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Raddiffe) 

I  Thomas,  Abel  (C:!armarthen,  E.) 
Thompson,Dr.EC  (Monagh*n,N 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton  Percy  M. 

I  Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,ColSirC.EH(Sheffield ) 

1  Wallace,  Robert 

'  Wahrond,  Rt.Hn.Sir  William  H 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts.) 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton  und.Lyne 

i  Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 

!  Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 

j  Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 

I  Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.  H.  (Yorks 

[  Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 

I  Wyhe,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W.  H. 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— Sir 
Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abraham,  William  Cork,  N.  E.) 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  Charles  P. 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
Blake,  Edward 
Boland,  John 


NOES. 

Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson;; 
Burke,  E.  Haviland 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Cameron,  Robert 

2  U  2 


(Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Rober  Hunter  (Lanark) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Delany,  William 
Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 
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Berlin,  Joseph  (Kilkexmy,  N.)  ; 
Donelan,  Captain  A.  | 

Doogan,  P.  C  I 

Dunn,  Sir  William  I 

Edwards,  Frank 
fismonde.  Sir  Thomas 
Farqnharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Ffrench,  Peter 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harcourt,Lewis  V.  (Bossendale 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayter,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  D.  Br3nimor  (Swansea) 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Law,Hugh  Alex.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
BlacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 


{COMMONS} 

MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M« Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  Ceorge 
M*Fadden,  Edward 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mitchell,Edw.  (Fermanagh,  N.) 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Uoyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,  CoL  John  P.  (Galway,N. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
NOTton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  WiUans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0*Brien,Kendal  (Tippen^ryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien.  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,  W. 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

0'Kelly,James(Roscommon,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
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Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick,  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Reddy.M. 

Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterf<Mrd) 

Rigg,  Richard 

R(^rtson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Robson,  William  Snowdcm 

Roche,  John 

Runcinmn,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Clevelaod) 

Schwann,  Charles  £. 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 

Sheehy,  David 

Sinclair,  John  (Forfarshire) 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
I  Soares,  Ernest  J. 
I  Spencer,  Rt.Hn.C.R(NorthMits 
.  Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
{  Sullivan,  Donal 
I  Thomas,DavidAlfred(3Ierth3rT) 
I  Tomkinson,  James 
I  Toulmin,  (George 
I  Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
>  Warner,  Thomas  Conrtenay  1*. 
I  White,  Luke  (York.  E  R. ) 

Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.R ) 

Young,  Samuel 


TXLLBBS    FOB   THS  N0X8 Mr. 

Lough  and  Mr.  Buchanan. 


Continuance  of  Additional  Excise 
Duties  on  Beer  and  Spirits. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
''  That  the  additional  Excise  duties  on 
beer    and    spirits    imposed  by  sections 


six  and  seven  of  The  Finance  Act,  190  \ 
shall  continue  to  be  charged  imtil  the  first 
day  of  August,  1905.*'--(ilfr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exc^qiter.) 

.  The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  255 ; 
Noea,  116.    (Division  List  No.  95.) 


Agg-Gardner,  James  lynte 
Aird,  Sir  John  j 

Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  Eden  ' 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George  j 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell  1 
AmoId.For8ter,Rt.Hn.HughO.  i 
Asher,  Alexander  i 

Aflhton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hon.SirH.  ' 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.(Manch*r  I 
Balfour,  Capt.  C.  B.  (Homsey) 
Ba]four,RtHnGerald  W.(Leeds 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Christch. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
Bathur8t,Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirMichael  Hicks 
Bell,  Richard 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 


AYES. 

Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Blundeh,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Lt..ColH.F(Middlesex 
BowleSyT.Gibson  (King's  Lynn 
Braseey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Burdett-Ck)utte,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
akmpbell,Rt.Hn.J.A.  (Glasgow 
C^mpbell,J.H.M.(Dublin  Univ. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Oayendish,y.C.  W.  (Derbyshire 
Oayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Chamber]ain,RtHn.J.A(Woro. 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
CSiaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
CSiapman,  Edward 
Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Coates,  Edward  Feetham 


Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  £. 
CoghiU,  Douglas  Hany 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louia 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig, Charles  €hirti8(Antrixn,S. 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross.  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
1  Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemeas-ah. 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
Dim8dale,Rt.Hon.Sir  JoeephC. 
I  Dixon-Hartland«SirFred  Dixon 
I  Dorington,Rt.Hon.Sir  John  £. 
Doughty,  Georae 
I  Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akeis 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
I  Duming-Lawrence,  Sir  Edwir^ 
I  Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
I  Elibank,  Master  of 
I  ElUce,Capt  E.C(SAndrw*8Bgfas 
!  EUis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
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Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzroy,Hon.Edward  Algernon 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,Philip  S.(Warwick,S.W. 
Famess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gardner,  Ernest 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 
Godson,8ir  Augustus  Frederick 
Gordon,Hn. J.E.(Elgin  &  Nairn 
Gorst,Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Grenfell,  William  Henry 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
Haisey,  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  F. 
Hamilton,Marq.of  ( Londonderry 
Hardy  ,Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf oid 
Hare,  ThomaA  Leigh 
Harris,F.  Leverton(Tynem'th) 
Harris,  Dr.  Fredk.  R.  (Dulwich 
Harwood,  George 
Heath,Arthur  Howard  (EEai^ey 
Heath,  James  (Staffords,N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Heaniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
He!  me,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Sir  A.  (Stafford, W.) 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hermon-Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhou8e,RtHnH.(Somer8't,E 
Hoffg,  Lindsay 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,  Brightside 
Honldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  Robeii)  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  Midd.,  Tottenham) 
Hozier,Hon.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  Creorge  Bickersteth 
Hont,  Rowland 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jefibeys,  Rt-Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  Merton 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W. (Salop) 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut.-General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
L«wrence,Sir  Joseph(Monm*  th) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  JohnGrant(  Yorks.N.  R 
Lee,  ArthurH.(  Hants.,Fareham 
Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage 


{26  April  1904} 

Leve8on43ower,Frederick  N.S. 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lockwood,  Lieut. .Ck>l.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.Hn. Walter  (Bri8to»,S. 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lvttleton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
lutconochie,  A.  W. 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire) 
Maiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
MaxweU,RtHnSir  H.E.(WiBl)'n 
Maxwell, W.J.H.  Dumfriesshire 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,Kt.Hon.SirFredorick  G. 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,Edw.  (Fermanagh,N.) 
I  Mitchell,  William  (Bumtoy) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paoy 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
j  Morrison,  James  Archibald 
I  Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray,  Rt.HnA.Graham  ( Bute 
I  Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
\  Newnes,  Sir  George 
j  Nicholson,  William  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Pease,HerbertPike  (Darlington 
I  Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
I  Percy,  Earl 
;  Perks,  Robert  William 
'  Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  Ck>lonel  Richard 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
\  Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
I  Pretyman,  Ernest  G^norse 
j  Pryce-Jones  Lt.-Col.  EZdward 

Pym,  C.  Guy 
'  (filter.  Sir  Cuthbert 
I  Rankin,  Sir  James 
'  Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
,  Rea,  Russell 
I  Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
I  Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
I  Ridley,  Hon.M.W.(Staly bridge 
I  Ritchie,Rt.Hon.(}ha8.Thomson 
'  Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
;  Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
,  Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
[  Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
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Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Royds,  Clement  MolyneuX» 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G.  Stopford 
Sadler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,Sir  HarryS.(Limehouse 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveland 
Sandys,  Lieut.-Col.  Thos-Myles 
Schwann,  CSiarles  E. 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewee-CJox,  Thomas 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,Abel  H.(Hertford,  East) 
Smith,H.C(North'  mb.Tyneside 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,Rt.Hon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  S^njamin  ^ 

otroyan,  Johrl  ^ 

I  Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 

I  Taylor, Theodore C.  (Radclifft) 
Thompson,  Dr  EC(Monagh'n.N 
Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 

I  Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 

'  Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  cWrles  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Ck>i.SirC.E.H(Sheffield 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.Sir  WUIiam  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby,Sir  Charles  O.E.( Notts.) 
Whiteley,  George  (York,  W.  R. 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashton  und.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
WUson,  A.  Stanley  (York,E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson .Todd,Sir  W.H.(York8.) 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.Stuart 
Wri^htson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Rt.  Hon.  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W.  H. 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TSLLBBS    FOB  THB    AtBS— Sir 

Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
'  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abraham  William  (Cork  N.  E.) 
Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 
Allen,  Charles  P. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
AoBtin,  Sir  John 
Barry,  E.  (CJork,  S.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
Blake,  Edward 


NOES. 

Boland,  John 
Brand,  Hon.  Arthur  G. 
Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  E.  Haviland 
Burt.  Thomas 


Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Cowley,  Frederick 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 
(Drean,  Eugene 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Delany,  William 
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Deylin,CharleRRam8ay(Galway 

DevUn,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

I>unn,  Sir  William 

Edwards,  Frank 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fanell,  James  Patrick 

Ffrenoh,  Peter 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Griffith,  EUie  J. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

KarcourtyLewis  V.(Ro8senda]e) 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 

Hayter,  Rt.  Hon.Sir  Arthur  D. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H 

Honuman,  Frederick  John 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Jones,  David  Brynmor(SwAn8ea 

Jones, William  (Oirnaryonshire 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Law,  Hugh  Alex.(Donegal,W.) 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 

Lay  land.  Barratt,  Francis 

Leamy,  Edmund 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Levy,  Maurice 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lundon,  W. 

Lyell,  Charles  Henry 


{COMMONS} 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M*Crae,  Georse 
M'Fadden,  Edward 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'KiUop,  W.  (SUgo,  North) 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Oirmarthen 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mumaghan,  Creorge 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Nolan,Ck)l.  JohnP.(Galway,  N.) 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 
Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
0*Brien,Kendal  (TippteraryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
0'Connor,Jame8  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 

0'  KeUy ,  Jame8(  Ro8common,N. 
O'Malley,  William 
O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
Palmer,Sir  Charles  M.(  Durham) 
Partington,  Oswald 
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Pease,  J.  A.  (Saffron  Walden) 

Pine,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Ptice,  Robert  John 

Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,John  E.  (Waterford) 

Rigg,  Richard 

Robson,  William  Snowdcw* 
;  Koche,  John 
i  Runciman,  Walter 

Russell,  T.  W. 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 

Sheehy,  David 

Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
;  Soares,  Ernest  J. 

Spencer,  Rt  Hn  C  R  ( Northants 
I  Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
i  Sullivan,  Donal 

Thoma8,DavidAlf'^  (Mcrthyr) 
I  Tomkinaon,  James 
i  Toulmin,  Creorge 
I  Trevelyan,  Charles  PhQipS 
I  Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
I  Warner,  Thomas  CourtenajT. 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 

Wilson,  Henry,  J. (York,  W.R,) 

Young,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noss— Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde  and  Gap- 
tain  Donelan. 


AMENDMENT  OF  LAW. 

Moved  to  Resolve,  "That  it  is 
expedient  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
the  National  Debt,  Customs,  and  Inland 
Revenue." — (Mf.  Chancellor  of  the 
Excheq^ier.) 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  considered 
that  this  was  a  most  proper  Resolution  to 
propose.  He  remembered  one  year  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  attempted  to  do  without 
it  but  in  the  end  he  had  to  bring  it 
forward.  He  should  vote  for  it  with  the  ' 
greatest  possible  pleasure. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.)  , 
asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
tell  them   what  this  Resolution  meant. 
He  understood  that  they  could  discuss 
upon  it    any    business    of    a    financial , 
character. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
the  object  of  this  Resolution  was  to  I 
enable  changes  to  be  proposed  in  their 
financial  system  which  were  not  covered 
by  the  Resolutions  which  had  already 
been  proposed.  If  they  did  not  pass  this 
Resolution  it  would  be  impossible  for 


hon.  Members  interested,  and  who  had 
given  notice  to  discuss  certain  questions, 
to  make  any  proposals  such  as  a  Motion 
to  repeal  the  coal  duty.  This  Resolution 
simply  enlarged  the  ncope  of  the  debate 
in  the  subsequent  stages  of  the  Finance 
Bill,  but  he  (Ud  not  imagine  that  on  th^ 
Resolution  which  was  merely  an  enabling 
Resolution,  that  it  would  be  in  order  to 
discuss  their  financial  system  at  large. 

Mr.  McKENNA  asked  if  they  could 
discuss  the  coal  tax  now  upon  this 
Resolution  ? 

*The  chairman  :  It  is  obvious  that 
it  would  not  be  possible  upon  thi^ 
Resolution  to  move  any  Amendment  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  abolish  the 
export  duty  on  coal.  The  proper  time  to 
do  that  would  be  on  the  Committee  stage 
of  the  Finance  Bill.  I  think  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  quite  accurately  in- 
terpreted the  meaning  of  this  ResoluticHi. 
which  is  that  it  places  it  within  the 
power  of  the  House  when  the  Bill  reaches 
the  Committee  stage  to  move  such 
Amendments  as  those  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  desciibed;  althou^ 
such  matters  may  be  discussed  now  tiie 
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Oommittee  cannot  come  to  any  decision 
upon  them. 

Mr.  J.  H.  LEWIS  (Flint  Boroughs) 
asked  if  this  Resolution  was  intended  to 
<5over,  and  did  it  cover,  the  introduction 
of  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill. 
He  wished  to  know  if  the  Government 
proposed  to  introduce  any  Amendments 
to  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill 
this  year. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
this  Resolution  referred  only  to  the 
ordinary  Budget  Bill.  He  was  not 
quite  sure  what  Amendments  the  hon. 
Member  was  referring  to.  He  did  not 
think  he  should  have  to  propose  a  new 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  and 
probably  it  would  be  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House  that  he  should  bring  in  an 
omnibus  Bill  dealing  with  the  various 
points  connected  with  the  revenue,  but 
that  question  would  come  on  at  a  later 
stage.  This  was  an  ordinary  formal 
Resolution  enabling  hon.  Members  to 
make  proposals  in  Committee  on  the 
Budget  Bill  upon  questions  not  included 
in  the  Resolutions  which  had  already 
been  passed. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  pointed  out 
that  the  Finance  Bill  of  1894  embraced 
ftU  that  was  included  in  the  old  Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  and  although 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
appeared  to  throw  some  doubt  upon 
the  matter,  he  supposed  the  measure 
-would  still  be  called  the  Finance  Bill. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  That 
is  so. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  contended 
-that  the  Finance  Bill  must  contain  not 
only  the  proposab  of  this  Bill  but  ako 
the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill. 
He  did  not  'imderstand  his  right  hon. 
to  say  that  he  absolutely  intended  to 
introduce  a  second  Bill.  He  hoped  he 
•did  not  mean  that. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
this  Resolution  was  for  the  Finance 
Bill  which  was  framed  entirely  upon  the 
modd  of  its  predecessors.  There  were 
«ome  matters  connected  with  revenue, 
£zcise,and  Customs,  which  were  from  time 
to  time  brought  to  his  notice.    Into  some 


of  these  matters  he  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  go  with  the  care  which  the  cir- 
cumstances demanded,  but  what  he  did 
know  was  that  he  had  received  strong 
representations  from  chambers  of  com- 
merce and  other  bodies,  that  certain 
amendments  of  the  law  were  necessary, 
quite  apart  from  his  Budget  proposals  of 
this  year.  All  he  wished  to  do  was  to 
reserve  \o  himself  the  right  to  deal  with 
these  matters  if,  upon  proper  examina- 
tion, he  found  it  necessary  or  right 
to  make  proposals  to  the  Committee.  He 
was  certainly  nursing  no  designs  for  upset- 
ting our  financial  system. 

Mr.  LOUGH  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn  would  not  allow  himself 
to  be  turned  from  his  purpose  by  tbo 
gentle  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  Committee  were  not 
accustomed  to  having  two  Bills  in  one 
year.  It  was  true  they  had  a  second 
Bill  last  year,  but 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  question 
hardly  arose  on  this  Resolution,  which 
clearly  wpuld  not  enable  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  bring  in  any  Bill 
but  the  Finance  Bill.  The  time  to  raise 
the  question  of  the  undesirability  of 
bringing  in  a  Customs  and  Excise  Bill  in 
addition  to  the  Finance  Bill  would  be 
when  the  former  was  brought  in. 

Mr.  lough  hoped  that,  if  there  was 
any  intention  of  bringing  in  such  a  Bill 
this  year,  the  measure  would  be  intro- 
duced at  an  earlier  period  than  was  the 
case  last  session,  when  a  Bill  was  passed, 
under  protest,  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
night  of  the  session. 

'     Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  object  of  this  Resolution 
was  to   enable  the    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer  to  make  certain  alterations 
in  the  present  system  for  which  Resolu- 
tions in  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
I  were    unnecessary.      If    hon.    Members 
'  desired  to  discuss  those  changes  in  Com* 
i  mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  now  was  their 
opportunity  for  doing  so.    He  was  not 
aware  that  any  such  changes  had  been 
adumbrated  or  suggested  by  the  right 
i  hon.    Gentleman,  but   he   thought  the 
Committee  ought  to  reserve  their  right 
of  discussing  the  proposals,  if  necessary, 
on  a  subsequent  occasion. 
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*Mb.  McCRAE  remarked  that  in  his 
Badget  speech  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  when  dealing  with  the 
National  Debt,  placed  the  amount 
of  the  contribution  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  at  £5,149,000,  whereas  tiie  estimate 
given  by  his  predecessor  last  year  was 
£6,600,000.  In  reply  to  a  Question 
recently  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
named  yet  another  figure.  It  would 
probably  save  a  considerable  discussion 
on  the  Finance  Bill  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  now  make  it  clear  how 
much  the  contribution  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  the  year  just  closed  really  was. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
^at  last  week  he  had  to  give  the  Com- 
mittee a  great  number  of  figures,  and  he 
could  not  trust  his  memory  to  repeat 
them  without  notice.  It  was  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Committee  that  what- 
ever he  stated  should  be  accurate; 
therefore  he  hoped  they  would  excuse 
his  answering  off-hand.  He  would  look  . 
the  matter  up  for  the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  McEENNA  said  that  in  his 
Budget  speech  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  the  amount  under  the  fixed 
debt  charge  devoted  to  the  payment 
of  debt  was  £5,149,000,  but  since 
then,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Lynn  Regis,  he  had  put  the  amount  at 
something  over  £6,000,000.  Doubtless 
the  two  statements  could  be  reconciled, 
but,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
could  not  be  cross-examined  on  the 
Question  Paper,  he  pressed  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  explain  from  memory, 
if  possible,  how  the  discrepancy  arose. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
there  would  be  plenty  of  opportunities 
lor  referring  to  this  matter.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  Edinburgh  placed  a  Ques- 
tion on  the  Paper  he  would  endeavour 
to  explain  the  matter,  but  it  was  not 
desirable  that  he  should  give  the  figures 
from  memory. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  pointed  out 
that  it  had  been  ruled  over  and  over 
again  that  Questions  referring  to  former 
debates  in  this  House  could  not  be  placed 
on  the  Paper.  Was  there  any  way  by 
which  they  could  get  round  that  Rule  ? 


*The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  could  not  be 
a  party  to  "  getting  round  "  any  Rule  of 
the  House. 

Resolved,  That  it  is^  expedient  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  National 
Debty  Customs,  and  Inland  Revenue. — 
(Mr.  ChancMor  of  the  Exchequer.)  ^ 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  to-morrow* 

Committee  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  [21st  April], 
Resolution  reported. 

XNCOMETAX. 
''That  Income-Tax  shall  be  charged 
for  the  year  beginning  the  6th   day  of 
April,  1904,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
''That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Conmiittee  in  the  said  Resolution.*' 

Mb.  DALZIEL  thought  the  present 
opportunity  might  with  advantage  be 
taken  of  asking  for  some  fuller  ex- 
planation of  the  action  of  the  (Sovern- 
ment  in  reducing  the  income<tax 
by  fourpence  in  one  year  and  impos- 
ing another  penny  in  the  next.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Croydon  must  have  imagined  that  he 
would  have  a  much  stronger  following  in 
the  Cabinet  than  proved  to  be  the  case. 
In  the  case  of  the  ordinary  man  in  the 
street  the  first  impression  he  had  about 
the  matter  was  that  the  Government 
did  not  know  their  own  minds,  because 
one  year  they  reduced  the  income-tax  to 
lid.  and  then,  without  any  good  reason^ 
another  penny  was  placed  upon  the 
income-tax.  He  thought  they  on^t 
to  have  some  fuller  explanation  in  regard 
to  this  unsteady  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  widied  to  know  what  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  was  with 
regard  to  graduation.  Almost  in- 
variably the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer expressed  his  sjrmpathy  with  the 
general  principle  of  the  gtaduation  of 
income-tax,  and  they  had  had  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Bristol  in   favour   of 
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taking  some  action  in  regard  to  it. 
Were  tbey  now  to  understand  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  closed 
the  door  altogether  so  h^t  as  any  inquiry 
with  regard  to  this  matter  was  con* 
cemed  ?  The  occasion  was  more  oppor- 
tune now  because  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  announced  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  to  consider  the  income- 
tax  question.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man' the  Member  for  West  Bristol  was  to 
be  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  surely 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might 
extend  the  reference  to  the  Committee 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  inquire  also  into 
the  question  of  graduation.  He  wished 
to  know  were  they  to  regard  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  a  friend  of  graduation  ? 
He  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  do  something  in  the 
direction  of  having  some  investigation 
with  a  view  to  a  still  further  extension 
of  the  principle  of  graduation. 

*Mb.  McEENNA  said  he  hoped  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  again 
make  some  reference,  based  upon  the 
income-tax  returns,  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  this  country  as  compared 
with  other  countries.  The  income-tax 
figures  afforded  a  striking  illustration 
of  our  prosperity  as  compared  with 
Prussia,  but  our  figures  were  not  com- 
plete. The  returns  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  showed  that  792,000  persons 
were  individually  assessed  to  income-tax, 
but  the  amount  paid  by  them  was 
only  one  quarter  of  the  whole  amount 
raised,  lliere  was  no  means  of  esti-  i 
mating  from  the  Report  of  the  Inland  ' 
Revenue  Commissioners  what  the  total 
number  of  persons  paying  income-tax 
was.  It  was  possible  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  be  able  to  give  I 
to  the  House  some  estimate.  It  was  ' 
an  extraordinary  thing  thait  in  Prussia, 
which  had  a  population  very  nearly  I 
the  same  as  our  own,  there  were  only 
400,000  income-tax  payers  with  an 
income  of  over  £150  a  year,  whereas  in 
this  country  792,000  persons  paid  but  a 
quarter  of  the  total  income-tax,  and 
many  income-tax  payers  had  an  income 
over  £160  a  year.  They  had  got  in 
this  country  a  taxable  income  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  taxable  income 
in  Germany.  With  regard  to  the  j 
question  of  graduation  in  Prussia,  a  very 


'  stringent  system  of  graduation  was 
adopted  which  carried  the  tax  down 
to  incomes  of  £45  a  year.  In  spite 
of  the  assessment  being  so  low  there 
were  only  a  little  more  than  3,000,000 
persons  assessed  altogether,  which  was 
an  indication  that  the  bread-winners 
of  at  least  half  the  population  did  not 
reach  an  income  of  17s.  3d.  per  week. 
It  was  conceivable  that  they  might 
I  compel  every  person  to  make  an 
I  individual  return  of  his  total  income. 
If  they  published  the  return  it  would  be 
more  or  less  true,  and  upon  that  basis  it 
would  be  possible  to  graauate  the  income- 
tax,  but  imless  the  returns  were  pub- 
lished they  would  have  no  guarantee  that 
the  statements  would  be  accurate.  He 
suggested  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  should  consider  the  possibility  of 
publishing  the  income-tax  returns  so  that 
they  could  all  take  an  interest  in  seeing 
that  their  neighbours  gave  accurate 
returns  of  their  incomes.  It  would  be 
astonishing  to  find  how  in  certain  trades 
incomes  would  go  up  by  leaps  and 
bounds  if  the  returns  were  published. 
There  were  certain  trades  which  at  the 
present  time  scarcely  came  under  the 
income-tax  law  at  all,  and  did  not 
make  any  return.  He  did  not  think  the 
surveyors  of  taxes  pursued  people  home 
sufficiently,  they  did  not  inquire  as  to 
what  rent  they  paid  because  they  might 
very  well  assess  upon  the  basis  of  tbeir 
rent.  He  knew  of  case?  in  which  £45  and 
£80  a  year  were  paid  in  rent  and  no 
income-tax  had  ever  been  paid.  He  had 
been  told  by  a  surveyor  that  £50,000  a 
year  was  lost  to  the  income-tax  in 
London  alone  through  builders  foremen 
not  being  assessed.  He  thought  the 
ordinary  income-tax  form  ought  to  be 
more  intelligible.  It  should  be  an  offence 
for  which  a  man  should  be  made  to 
suffer  if  his  form  was  not  properly 
filled  in.  Where  no  form  was  filled  in 
inquiries  should  be  made  as  to  the 
amount  of  rent  which  the  assessable 
person  paid.  If  those  methods  were 
pursued  they  would  get  a  more  or  less 
accurate  individual  return. 

♦Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Elland)  said  he  had  taken  some  interest 
in  the  question  of  the  income-tax  and  the 
speech  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cnequer.    In  the  year  1902   he  himself 
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raised  the  question  of  the  graduation  of 
the  income-tax  and  he  got  a  vague  sort 
•of  suggestion  from  the  then  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  the  effect  that  if  possible 
the  question  should  be  inquired  into  by 
the  Committee  which  the  right  hon. 
•Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
was  then  going  to  appoint.  Next  year  the 
subject  was  raised  by  his  hon.  fnend  the 
Member  for  Flint  Boroughs,  and  on  that 
K;ccasion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon,  who  was  then  Chan- 
<ellor  of  the  Exchequer,  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  refer  fche  question  to  the  same 
Committee  which  was  going  to  be 
•appointed,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol,  who  was 
to  be  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee, 
said  he  hoped  to  offer  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  evidence  on  that 
subject.  Now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Croydon  was  to  have  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Committee  which 
was  not  yet  in  existence.  They  were 
now  told  that  the  Committee  was  not  to 
inquire  into  the  question  of  graduation. 
He  thought  they  had  been  rather  put  off 
with  expectations  during  past  years. 
This  time,  however,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  matter  must  be  looked  at 
seriously.  He  supposed  that  what  had 
brought  him  to  that  opinion  was  the 
speech  made  the  other  day  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Bristol.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  so  certain  that  his  officials  could 
prove  the  inutility  of  attempting  a 
graduation  of  the  income-tax  he  might 
as  well  have  an  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
and  let  it  be  proved  to  everyone  interested 
that  the  scheme  was  impractical,  for,  after 
all,  they  were  faced  with  the  rather  serious 
situation  that  in  peace  time  the  income- 
tax  was  to  stand  at  a  shilling.  It  had 
actually  been  raised  from  the  lower  point 
to  which  it  got  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war.  It  was  really  a  very  important 
circumstance  that  the  small  income-tax 
payer  knew  that  in  peace  time  there  would 
be  a  shilling  income-tax  without  any 
prospect  of  it  being  reduced,  and  that  in 
war  time  it  would  be  raised  to  something 
very  much  above  the  normal.  It  began 
to  look  as  if  a  shilling  would  be  the 
normal  unless  some  way  could  be  found 
of  relieving  the  small  income-tax  payer. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  would  be 
well  that  the  small  income  taxpayer  should 
feel  some  certainty  that  the  large  income- 
Mr.  Trevelyan. 


tax  payer  could  not  out  of  his  luxury 
pay  more  than  he  was  doing  at  present. 
The  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  the  speech  in  which  he  put 
forward  the  official  view  that  a  gradua- 
tion of  the  income-tax  was  not  desirable 
were  not  convincing.  He  said  that  it 
would  be  inquisitorial.  That  was  an  old 
argument,  but  after  all  there  were  classes 
in  the  community  who  had  to  declare 
their  incomes  as  it  was.  He  could  not 
think  that  there  would  be  any  serious 
objection  to  making  people  belonging  to 
a  class  who  obviously  possessed  large 
means  declare  their  possessions.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say 
that  they  would  offend  powerful  interests 
by  it,  and  that  it  would  be  unpopular. 
Perhaps  they  would  offend  powerful 
interests,  but  they  would  hardly  make  it 
unpopular,  because  if  they  were  to 
succeed  in  levying  the  tax  it  would  only 
result  in  increasing  the  popularity  of  the 
tax,  by  making  it  unnecessary  in  time  of 
peace  to  lay  this  excessively  heavy 
burden  on  the  small  taxpayer.  The  last 
argument  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used 
was  that  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
worth  doing.  He  thought  the  figure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  named  as  the 
money  which  would  be  got  out  of  the 
graduation  of  the  income-tax  was 
£1,500,000.  He  did  not  wish  to  discuss 
at  this  point  the  deductions  which  he 
proposed  to  make  in  reaching  that  figure. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  That 
was  the  maximum  without  deductions. 

♦Mr.  TREVELYAN  :  I  thought  that 
was  after  deductions. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
have  made  no  estimate  of  deductions.  I 
said  that  was  the  highest  figure  we 
expected  to  get,  and  that  you  must  make 
allowance  for  evasions. 

♦Mr.  TREVELYAN  said  that  as- 
suming £1,000,000  would  be  got  in 
the  first  instance  from  the  tax,  it 
did  not  seem  to  him  that  this  was  a  sum 
to  be  altogether  despised.  Of  course 
in  the  finance  they  had  had  in  recent 
years  when  £2,000,000  or  £3,000,000 
were  spent  on  new  battleships  at  a 
time  when  our  supposed  possible  enemies 
were  in  such  a  condition  that  if  they 
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entered  into  war  they  would  be  unable  to 
fight  with  their  full  force,  the  Government 
thought  nothing  of  £1,000,000,  but  in 
the  good  old  economic  days  the  addition 
of  that  amount  from  any  tax  would  have 
been  thought  a  considerable  matter.  He 
thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
give  a  little  more  consideration  to  the 
leeling  which  was  very  largely  prevalent 
in  the  House  that  this  tax  would  be  a 
desirable  one  if  it  were  possible,  and 
would  put  it  to  the  test  of  examination  | 
by  the  Committee  he  proposed  to  appoint.  ' 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (York- 
shire, W.R.,  Pudsey)  said  he  had  always  ; 
entertained  the  opinion  that  although  a  ; 
graduated  income-tax  was  very  beautiful 
in  theory  it  was  really  almost  impossible 
to  carry  it  out.  He  would  not  say  that  it 
was  entirely  impossible,  but  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  accomplish.  They  had  at  | 
present  in  the  death  duties  a  kind  of  ' 
deferred  or  accumulated  income-tax  that 
was  graduated.  He  wished  that,  instead 
of  putting  a  penny  on  the  income-tax  at 
the  present  juncture,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  raised  the  death  duties,  as 
he  thought  they  would  in  some  measure 
bear  raising.  It  would  be  a  much  less 
objectionable  system  if  some  Government 
official  were  appointed  to  hear  and  decide 
appeals,  and  a  further  appeal  might  lie  to  , 
a  higher  referee.  At  present  it  often  ; 
happened  that  a  man  who  appealed 
against  his  assessment  had  to  show  his 
books  to  his  trade  competitors,  which  was 
a  great  injustice.  He  would  hail  with 
delight  the  appointment  of  such  an 
official.  He  thought  the  poorer  class  of 
people  frequently  suffered  great  hardship 
by  paying  income-tax  which  they  ought 
not  to  pay.  This  arose  from  their 
ienorance  of  the  wav  to  appeal  against 
the  tax.  He  hoped  the  procedure  in 
this  connection  would  be  shortened  and 
made  more  easy  so  that  persons  who  were 
not  liable  would  be  able  to  get  remissions 
without  the  long  procedure  to  which  they 
had  been  accustomed  in  the  past. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
held  that  if  graduation  was  a  sound 
principle  in  the  case  of  the  death  duties 
it  was  sound  in  the  case  of  the  income- 
tax.  At  present  rich  men  did  not  pay 
proportionately  so  much  as  men  who 
were  only  moderately  well  off,  and  a 
distinction  ought  to  be  made  between 
income    from   investments   and    income 


from  trade  or  professional  sources,  as  the 
spending  power  of  the  latter  income  was 
less  than  that  of  the  former.  A  person 
who  derived  his  income  from  a  trade  or 
profession  would  wish  to  lay  by  something 
for  his  wife  and  children,  whereas  one  who 
derived  his  income  from  investments  was 
not  obliged  to  do  so.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  question  of  graduating  the 
income-tax  should  not  be  absolutely  ex- 
cluded from  the  inquiry  which  was  to 
take  place  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Croydon,  The  inquiry  should  be  of 
the  broadest  and  widest  character. 
His  hon.  friend  had  suggested  that  the 
incomes  ought  to  be  published.  Why 
should  they  not  be  published?  Why 
should  a  man  be  ashamed  to  let  his 
income  be  known,  unless  he  wanted  to 
defraud  his  creditors.  In  most  cases 
these  incomes  were  got  honestly,  and 
in  some  cases  dishonestly.  Many 
people  followed  the  advice  of  Sir 
Pertinax  Macsycophant  to  '*  make 
money  honestly  if  you  can,  but  make 
money.'*  There  were  a  very  great 
number  of  persons  who  are  called  by  the 
common  term  "snobs."  They  were 
ostentatious  people,  and  delighted  in 
being  thought  wealthy.  He  believed 
that  the  revenue  would  profit  consider- 
ably if  such  people  were  obliged  to 
state  their  incomes  publicly  ;  they 
would  put  themselves  down  as  being 
worth  a  great  deal  more  than  they  were. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  always 
opposed  letting  the  public  know  what 
was  the  income  derived  irom  land.  These 
sort  of  people  lived  in  swaggering  style 
in  large  country  houses,  when  they  had 
mortgaged  the  whole  thing,  and  had 
nothing  to  bless  themselves  with.  The 
consequence  was  that  when  a  man 
wanted  to  buy  an  estate  he  had  to  spend 
large  sums  of  money  which  went  into  the 
pockets  of  the  lawyers  in  investigating 
titles.  It  was  on  that  account  the  present 
bad  land  system  was  maintained.  There 
were  other  cases  in  which  the  revenue 
would  profit.  Very  often  when  a 
person's  income  was  going  down  hill,  he 
was  rather  inclined  to  increase  his  credit 
by  wbhing  it  to  be  believed  that  he  was 
making  a  great  deal  of  money.  He 
remembered  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago 
the  case  of  the  failure  of  a  private  bank 
in  London.      The  private  banker  had 
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been  insolvent  for  a  long  time,  and  made 
A  good  thing  out  of  it.  When  he  was 
dying  he  said  to  his  sons,  whom  he  had 
taken  into  partnership,  '*  Do  as  I  did, 
always.  Do  not  tell  anybody  about  the 
true  condition  of  afEairs.  Directly  the 
breath  is  out  of  my  body  go  and  pay  a 
large  amount  of  probate  duty."  The 
sons  followed  this  advice,  and  lived 
in  wealth  and  splendour  for  many  years. 

In  the  same  way  there  might  be  a  gain 
from  taxing  persons  who  wanted  to  keep 
up  their  ciedit.  It  was  done  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  where  there  was  a  tax 
upon  capital  which  was  practically  an 
income-tax.  Suppose  a  man  had  got 
£100,000  invested  in  perfectly  good 
securities  which  yielded  him  £4,000  a 
year  he  was  taxed  on  the  produce  of , 
the  £100,000.  But  the  man  who  got  | 
£4,000  a  year  from  his  profession  or  trade 
was  only  taxed  according  to  the  number 
of  years  value  of  that  £4,000,  which  might 
be  ten  years  or  something  of  that  sort. 
The  whole  thing  worked  out  infinitely 
better  than  the  English  system,  where 
no  distinction  was  made  between  incomes 
derived  from  investments  and  money  de- 
rived from  trade  profits  or  the  exercise 
of  a  profession.  He  thought  accumula- 
cions  should  be  taxed  far  higher  than  they 
were,  because,  after  all,  why  should  a 
man  have  money  fiom  his  father  or  his 
mother  ?  There  was  no  particular  reason 
for  it.  While  a  man  was  on  this  planet 
he  was  the  owner  of  his  own  money, 
but  when  he  went  out  of  the  planet  he 
had  nothing  more  to  do  with  that  money. 
The  State  said  in  this  country  **  We  will , 
carry  out  your  testamentary  disposition 
of  your  money  "  :  but  in  other  countries 
the  State  said,  "  We  will  obUge  you  to 
leave  it  to  your  children."  As  a  matter 
of  strict  right,  all  that  money  ought  to  go 
entirely  to  the  State.  The  existing 
practice  was  a  concession  made  to  those 
who  disappeared  out  of  this  world. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  getting  a  good  deal  beyond  the  income- 
tax. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said  he  was 
afraid  he  was;  but  from  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  between  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn,  he  seemed  to 

Mr  Labouchere. 


gather  that  upon  this  ReBoluti(Hi  hon. 
Members  might  talk  on  everything  tiiej 
Uked. 

Mm.  bPEAEXR  :  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Qentleman  that  by  general  agree- 
ment the  discussion  on  the  income-tax 
is  on  the  footing  that  it  is  a  continuing 
tax. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  said  he  was  ^ 
that  the  Speaker  had  given  that  mbog. 
He  had  been  getting  tired  of  the  vagae 
and  general  observations  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers. Therefore  he  said,  "  Let  us  get 
to  business."  He  regretted  he  had  been 
somewhat  out  of  order;  although  be 
would  have  liked  to  have  gone  on  and 
explained  to  the  Hou^  tiie  primary 
principles  of  property. 

Majob  JAMESON  (Qare,  W.)  said 
that  while  he  cordially  agreed  with  the 
suggestion  that  there  should  be  a  gradua- 
tion in  the  income-tax,  he  differed  bonk 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  introduced  the 
subject  as  to  the  method.  So  far  he^ 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton that  a  man  dependent  on  a 
professional  income,  and  who  had 
children  to  provide  for,  should  pay  less 
than  a  man  who  had  no  family.  He 
would  say  that  bachelors  who  could 
spend  their  money  as  they  liked,  or 
waste  it,  should  be  handsomely  taxed; 
that  a  married  man  with  a  large  family, 
say,  of  ten  children,  should  pay  leas 
than  a  married  man  with  only  two^ 
children;  while  a  married  man  who 
had  no  children  should  be  taxed  very 
severely  indeed.  Hon.  Members  mi^t 
laugh,  and  he  knew  that  bachelors 
would  not  like  his  plan;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  it  would  have  the  sop- 
port  of  the  vast  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  country.  He  wanted  this 
system  of  a  graduated  income-tax  to  be 
brought  home  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  wished  lo  bring  in 
a  perfect  income-tax  graduated  so*  aa  to 
be  approved  of  by  every  member  of  the 
conununity.  He  made  a  present  of  the 
suggestion  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  hoped  the  right  hooi  Oentle- 
man would  bring  it  before  the  Committee 
which  was  to  be  appointed  to  investipte 
into  the  whole  question. 
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Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
desired  rather  to  postpone  meeting  his 
•  obligations  to  the  State  until  he  went  to 
another  planet.     He  confessed    he  pre- 
ferred   to    keep  the   income-tax  as    at 
present,  and  to  take  the  contributions  of 
the  hon.   Member  for  Northampton  at 
once.     In  Committee  he  explained  the 
reasons  for  which   it    appeared  to   the 
Oovemment  impossible  to  refer  the  ques- 
tion of  graduation    to    the    Committee 
which  they  were  appointing.     He  did  not 
believe  that  the  proposals  for  graduation 
or  differentiation   which  had  been  put 
forward  were  practicable,  or  would  bring 
-any  appreciable  relief  to  the   revenue. 
Mr.  Oladstone  argued   strongly  against 
•<iifferentiation,  and  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  only  a  couple  of  years 
ago  said  that  the  objection  to  graduation 
was  not  so  much  on  principle,  but  that  as 
a  matter  of  administration  it  was  impos- 
tsible.     It  would,  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  observed,  make  it  neces- 
sary to  call  upon  everybody  to  declare 
the  whole  of  his  income,  and  that  was  an 
extremely    disagreeable    thing.      If    we 
took  such  a  step  we  should  find  it  im- 
possible to  ascertain  whether  taxpayers 
made  a  true  return  or  not.     The  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire    pointed    out    that    the 
great  advantage  of  the  income-tax  at  the 
present  time   was    that    so    much    was 
<»11ected  at  its  source.     That  was  our 
safeguard.     If  we  destroyed  it  or  largely 
increased  the  extent   of  the  inquisition 
which   we   now  had   to  make  into  the 
means  of  individual  taxpayers,  the  measure 
would  be  most  inimical  to  the  continuance 
of  the  income-tax  and  most  damaging  to 
its  yield.     The  hon.    Gentleman  below 
the  gangway  had  asked  whether  he  could 
«up]^ement  the  comparison  which  he  had 
vdrawn  between  the  wealth  of  the  country 
in  the  present  year  and  its  wealth  twelve 
-or  fourteen  years  a^o.     He  was  afraid  he 
•could  not  add  any  thmg  to  that  comparison, 
which  he  believed  to  he  perfectly  accurate. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  raised  some  further 
question  with  reference  to  the  evasion  of 
the  payment  of  the  income-tax  by  some 
of  those  who  should  pay  it.    The  ques- 
tion of  evasion  was  the  first  point  in  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  over  which 
his  right  hon.    friend   the   Member  for 
Croydon  would  preside.    Of  coarse  there 
was  a  certain  amount  of  evasion.     It 
took  place  in  those  cases  where  it  was 


not  possible  to  catch  the  income  at  its 
source,  and  where  it  was  necessary  to 
some  extent  to  rely  on  a  personal  return. 
In  some  of  those  cases  he  believed  there 
was  very  considerable  evasion .  His  right 
hon.  friend  gave  an  instance  which  was 
of  a  sensational  character,  and  he  himself 
had  heard  of  similar  instances  from 
friends  of  his  own.  They  must  not,  how- 
ever, expect  immediate  results  in  this 
matter  from  the  recommendations  which 
the  Committee  might  make,  nor  must 
they  put  their  ultimate  expectations  too 
high,  because,  after  all,  of  the  whole 
amount  of  income  liable  to  tax  only  a 
small  portion  was  self-assessed  and  liable 
to  evasion.  He  hoped  his  right  hon. 
friend  and  his  colleagues  on  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  do  something 
for  the  revenue  in  that  respect,  and  also, 
perhaps,  to  do  something  to  alleviate  or 
remote  the  grievance  of  income-tax 
payers  in  other  directions. 

Mb.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire, Radcliffe)  said  he  regretted  that  the 
Chancellor  of  tiie  Exchequer  did  not  see 
his  way  to  refer  the  question  of  differentia- 
tion and  graduation  to  the  Committee, 
all  the  more  as  they  had  had  some  en- 
couragement from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Bristol  the 
other  day.  Although  a  year  or  two  ago 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refused  to 
consider  the  question  from  a  practical 
point  of  view,  he  now  thought  it  was 
worthy  of  consideration ;  and  he  hoped 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  consider  the  matter.  He  did  not 
understand  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  say  that  the  principle  of 
differentiation  and  graduation  was  wrong 
if  it  could  be  appUed;  and  as  they 
now  asked  only  for  an  inquiry  he  regretted 
the  question  was  not  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee.  He  even  yet  hoped 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  take 
that  course.  If  he  refused  because  it 
might  have  the  effect  of  deferring  a 
decision  on  the  other  questions  submitted 
to  the  Committee,  that  was  a  reasonable 
ground ;  but  the  Committee  could  be  re- 
appointed and  given  a  mandate  to  con- 
sider the  question.  The  other  day  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  the  Committee 
that  in  his  judgment  the  effect  of 
attempting  to  graduate  the  income-tax 
was  to  be  disastrous  to  the  tax  as  a  great 
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instrament  for  yielding  revenue ;  but  he 
would  point  out  that  the  tax  was  already 
graduated  by  the  present  system  of 
abatement.  He  would  suggest  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  con- 
aider,  if  he  bad  an  opportunity  of  intro* 
ducing  another  Budget — and  he  would 
prefer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  have 
that  good  fortune  to  any  other  right  hon. 
Grentieman  opposite — whether  the  present 
system  of  graduation  as  shown  in  the 
principle  of  abatements  might  not  be  use- 
fully extended.  They  were  all  agreed  as 
to  the  desirability  of  graduation;  the  only 
question  was  how  flar  it  was  practicable. 
It  was  a  matter  of  equity,  as  rich  men 
were  better  able  to  pay  a  larger  propor- 
tion than  poor  men.  The  present  was 
not  an  inappropriate  time  at  which  to 
follow  the  lead  of  such  an  able  and 
experienced  financier  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bnstol, 
especially  as  indirect  taxation  was  being 
increased.  The  principle  of  abatement 
might  well  be  extended  from  £700 
to  £1,500  or  £2,000. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  ob- 
jectedon  principle  to  the  graduation  of  the 
income-tax.  To  his  mind  it  would  be 
most  unjust  to  the  taxpayer  and  most  in- 
jurious to  the  State.  He  also  believed  it 
would  interfere  with  the  collection  of  the 
tax,  now  one  of  the  easiest  and  cheapest 
of  taxes  to  collect.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  a  rich  man  might 
have  children,  relations,  and  a  number  of 
other  persons  dependent  on  him,  although 
he  nimself  would  not  consume  a  greater 
part  of  his  income  that  would  be  consumed 
by  a  man  with  £500  a  year.  After  all,  a 
rich  man  could  only  eat  one  breakfast,  and 
from  that  point  of  view  alone  it  would 
be  unjust.  Further  the  Income-tax 
Commissioners  pointed  out  in  their 
Report  for  1902-3  that  the  gross  in- 
come brought  under  the  review  of  their 
Department  was  £866,000,000,  and  as 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
stated,  that  was  only  about  one-half  of  the 
ncome  of  the  country.  The  income  of 
the  country  might,  therefore,  be  taken  at 
£1,800,000,000,  all  told.  Of  that 
£1,800,000,000  only  £600,000,000  was 
taxed  at  all.  In  other  words,  two-thirds  j 
of  the  income  of  the  country  did  not 
pay  income-tax  at  aU.  Therefore,  as  it  i 
was,  it  was  bad  enough  on  the  third  that  \ 
paid ;  but  if  graduation  were  adopted  the 

iff,  Theodore  Taylor  ^ 


only  result  would  be  that  a  greater  bar- 
den  would  fall  on  a  third  of  the  one  third 
that  now  paid,  and  a  larger  proportion  of 
the  tax  wouki  be  paid  by  a  smaller 
number  of  people.  That  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  as  the  object  was  to 
have  as  large  an  area  and  as  small  a  t&x 
as  possible.  The  hon.  Grentieman  said 
truly  that  there  was  a  certain  graduation 
already  in  existence;  but  it  was  very 
small  indeed ;  and  only  affected  smaD 
incomes,  and  a  comparatively  small  pro- 
portion of  the  entire  yield  of  the  tax.  The 
difficulty  would  begin  when  they  pro- 
ceeded to  apply  graduation  to  the  larger 
incomes.  Du:  ing  the  last  four  or  five  years 
this  graduation  had  had  precisely  the 
result  he  had  anticipated.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  only  about  one-third  of  the  income 
of  the  country  paid  the  tax,  and  if  gradua- 
tion were  introduced,  the  tax  would  fall 
on  a  much  smaller  number  of  people. 
His  belief  was  that  they  would  have  a 
further  decrease  in  consequenoe  of  the 
graduation  which  was  recommended  by 
the  hon.  Member  opposite.  His  sugges- 
tion would  be  to  make  the  rate  smaller, 
and  extend  it  over  a  larger  area.  Ex- 
emptions and  abatements  of  income-tax 
already  extended  too  far.  The  way  he 
would  increase  the  jrield  of  the  tax  was 
to  reduce  it  in  rate  and  spread  it 
over  a  much  larger  area.  If  tiiey 
decided  to  make  everybody  declare  the 
whole  of  their  income  before  making 
the  reduction,  they  would  enormously  in- 
crease the  expense  of  collection. 

SiK  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk. 
N.)  thought  hon.  Members  who  had 
asked  for  an  inquiry  with  reference  to 
the  graduation  of  the  income-tax,  must 
have  forgotten  the  powerful  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Grentieman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouthshire  when  he  first 
introduced  the  death  duty.  At  that 
time  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  made  a 
most  searching  examination  into  all  the 
circumstances  attending  the  possibilHy 
of  a  graduated  income-tax,  and  he  con- 
cluded that  it  would  be  almost  im- 
practicable and  would  be  attended  with 
such  enormous  cost,  that  it  would  swallow 
up  any  gain  there  might  be  to  the  revenue. 
They  never  could  get  over  the  difficulty 
that  they  would  never  be  able  to  compel 
a  return  of  the  whole  income.  The 
whole  force  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
officials  could  not  do  this,  and  it  was  for 
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that  reason  that  the  death  duties  were  '  Inland    Revenue    returns    and    he    was^ 

He  agreed  j  amazed  at  the  vast  amount  of  income 
l:  ._r.  ^y^jj  ^^  caught  between  £1,000  and 
£5,000.  Above  the  latter  figure  incomes 
were  few  comparatively  and  if  they  went 
beyond  £10,000  he  questioned  whether 
they  would  have  a  large  field  at  all.  In 
Ireland   they  could    count    upon    their 


imposed  and  were  graduated, 
that  graduation  of  the  death  duties  might 
be  carried  further,  but  he  thought  that 
wa«  the  only  way  in  which  they  could 
have  graduation  at  all.  His  hon.  fiiend 
the  Member  for  Northampton  had  talked 
of  the  difiiculty  of  discovering  incomes 
derived  from  land.  He  could  till  his 
hon.  friend  that  land  yielded  no  income. 


fingers  the  incomes  above  £10,000  and 
in  a  lesser  degree  the  same  state  of  things- 
existed  in  Scotland.  Even  the  number  in 
England  above  £10,000  were  very  small. 
He    thought    during    the    interval   tho^ 


*Mr.  lough  thought  they  ought  to  be 
given  a  little  more^  information  by  the 
Chancellor         -     - 
question.     If  the  risht 

had    given    them  8uch    a    promise    at   rr*'"^""^    ^"\rT'*V  °?7    v 
an    earlier    stage     the    debate    would    *»  the  country  was  that  we  should  submit 


of  the  Exchequer  upon  this  i '^5'''''li'°- °-  the  Exchequer  might  con- 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   T^""  *i*  advisabihty  of  appomtmg  a 

Committee .      Ihe  proposal    now  made 


were  many 


to  an  increase  of  one  penny  upon   the 


have  been  shorter.      There   wcic  xuauy    -  ^      i_  ^  i.  - 1     - ,    * 

difficult    points     connected     with    this ! '.^I'^S^J^i^^^^^^i^^^^^^ 
question  which  would  make  it  impossible 


ago  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 

for  West  Bristol  spoke  with  horror  of  an 

I  income-tax  of  Is.  in  the  £.     The  right 

I  hon.  Gentleman  made  all  his  speeches  on 

i  economy  down  at  Bristol,  but  he  never 

supported  proposals  in  the  direction  of 

economy  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 


for  them  to  discuss  the  matter  properly 
until  they  had  placed  before  them  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  of  inquiry.  The 
limit  of  exemption  now  was  £160,  but  he 
was  disposed  to  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  that  this  was  too  high 
a  figure.  He  thought  the  time  had  come 
when  that  point  also  might  be  inquired 
into  by  a  Committee.  He  agreed  that  it 
was  rather  futile  for  a  few  Members 
of  the  Opposition  to  declaim  against 
direct  taxation  because  when  they  took 
a  division  the  Opposition  were  divided, 
and  twenty  or  thirty  of  their  number 
generally  voted  with  the  Government. 
He  preferred  that  they  should  be  solid 
when  they  voted  and  they  ought  to 
discuss  more  and  divide  less.  It  was 
simply  nonsense  to  think  that  1?he  poor 
were  relieved  by  exemption  from  income- 
tax  if  that  exemption  were  purchased  by 
great  increases  in  the  taxation  on  the 
necessaries  of  life.  When  they  put  taxes 
upon  such  articles  as  tea,  tobacco,  beer,  and 
sugar,  the  poor  man  did  not  know  exactly 
what  he  paid.  The  standard  of  exemp- 
tion in  Germany  was  £45  a  year,  and  at 
a  time  when  they  were  putting  on  taxes 
in  such  a  lavish  way  it  was  not  altogether 
outside  the  pale  of  discussion  to  consider 

whether  the  working  classes  would  not       ,  .-      ,  j      -,  

be  relieved  if  they  had  to  pay  their  taxes   subject  be  considered  by  a  Select  Com-^ 
directly.    He  would  like  his  hon.  friends   !^^**®^  ^*?   *  ,7^®^    to  safeguard    the 
to  define  what  they  meant  by  this  system  ,  '\**^'^'*'  ^  policy-holders  and   others, 
.        ,     , .  A    I.       ^x.    V    'J.         M     ^"^  ^^  ^"^^  largely  affected  bv  pro- 

of graduation  and  where  the  limit  was  to  |  p^^  alterations,  but  who  are  not  con- 
be  fixed  ?  He  was  pretty  familiar  with  suited,  and  are  not  considered  to  have 
the     tables   of    incomes    given  in    the    any  voice  in  alterations  thus  proposed." 


EVENING  SITTING. 


LIVERPOOL  AND  LONDON  AND  GLOBE. 
INSURANCE  COMPANY  BILL  [Lords! 
(By  order). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,, 
'*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  GEORGE  BARTLEY  (IsUngton, 
N.)  rose  to  move  "  That  this  House  is  of" 
opinion  that  before  any  further  alterations- 
are  authorised  in  the  memoranda  and 
articles  of  association  of  life  insurance 
companies,  it  is  desirable  that  the  whole 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1259    Liverj)Oold:  London  d'Olobe     {COMMONS}      Insurance  Company  BUI     126*) 


Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  It  is  my 
•duty  to  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  this 
Amendment  is  not  in  order  because  it 
proposes  to  raise  and  discuss  the  general 
question  of  poUcy  with  a  view  to  the 
alteration  of  the  existing  law.  That  is 
not  permissible,  but  the  hon.  Member 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  arguing 
Against  the  Bill  on  those  lines. 

Sir  GEORGE  HARTLEY  accordingly 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
seconded  the  Motion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  'now,'  and  at  the 
•end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  'upon 
this  day  six  months.*  ''^{Sir  Qtorge  Bartley). 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
•  now '  «tand  part  of  the  Question.' " 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Tiverpool, 
East  Toxteth)  said  that  possibly  there 
was  a  certain  danger  attaching  to  all 
companies — not  merely  those  which  had  a 
policy-holders,  but  those  which  contained 
a  large  number  of  shareholders — in  the 
alteration  of  memoranda  and  articles  of 
association.  It  was  quite  possible  for 
changes  of  that  kind  to  be  made  where 
there  were  a  large  number  of  share- 
holders, without  the  full  importance  of 
the  changes  being  brought  within 
the  cognisance  of  the  shareholders ;  but 
they  were  dealing  now  with  a  company 
which  did  not  desire  to  alter  its  memo- 
randum and  articles  of  association, 
because  it  did  not  possess  them.  The 
gigantic  property  of  the  company  was 
regulated  by  private  Acts  of  Parliament 
and  elaborate  laws  and  regulations,  with 
the  result  that  the  company  suffered  very 
;seriou8  disabilities  in  carrying  on  its 
business.  All  its  property  and  invest- 
ments, amounting  to  £10,000,000,  were 
held  in  the  name  of  trustees,  all  documents 
bad  to  be  signed  by  the  directors  or  by 
persons  authorised  by  them,  and  all 
legal  proceedings  by  or  against  the 
company  must  be  taken  in  the  name  of 
the  chearman  or  other  officer  on  its 
behalf.  The  consequence  ol  this  was 
that  very  great  inconvenience  had  been 
from  time  to  time  experienced  and  heavy 


expense  incurred  by  the  company. 
Naturally  those  interested  in  the  company 
desired  that  it  should  be  modernised  and 
its  constitution  brought  up  to  date.  The 
Bill  provided  for  its  registration  under 
the  Companies  Acts,  and  for  its  incor- 
poration with  a  common  seal.  It  would 
get  rid  of  its  laws  and  regulations  and  ol 
lour  of  its  five  Acts  of  Parliament  The 
company  would  in  future  be  regulated  bv 
a  memorandum  and  articles  of  association. 
He  did  not  think  that  under  Clause  9 
there  would  be  that  enormous  extensi(»i 
of  the  company's  business  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Islington  feared, 
and  he  directed  attention  to  certaici 
limiting  words  which  had  been  introduced, 
and  which  would  keep  the  agency  and 
trust  business  strictly  within  the  object* 
of  the  company  generally.  It  was  not 
the  desire  of  the  promoters  to  alter  or 
enlarge  the  company's  sphere  of  opera 
tions,  but  rather  to  endow  it  with  a 
constitution  which  would  enable  it  better 
to  carry  out  the  original  objects  and 
purposes  for  which  it  was  formed.  There 
was  no  intention  of  launching  out  into 
vast  undertakings  or  new  developments, 
or  trenching  in  any  way  upon  the  reserves 
which  had  been  laboriously  built  up  over 
a  course  of  years.  The  promoters  had 
obtained  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pahner, 
probably  the  greatest  living  authority 
on  company  law,  and  he  had  express^ 
the  opinion  that  the  new  objects  weii  in 
no  material  degree  wider  than  the  existing; 
objects  of  the  company. 

Sir  GEORGE  HARTLEY  interposed 
to  say  that  he  had  discovered  that  during 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  the  House 
of  Lords,  Clause  9  had  been  materially 
modified,  and  trust  and  agency  business 
would  only  have  to  be  undertaken  "  in 
connection  with  any  of  the  purposes  of 
the  company." 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  pointed  ont 
that  these  qualifjring  words  were  intro- 
duced by  the  promoters,  who  were  anxious 
to  prevent  any  misconstruction  on  the 
point.  They  had  further  shown  their  good 
faith  by  scheduling  the  memorand am  and 
articles  of  association  in  the  Bill,  so  that 
it  might  be  submitted  to  the  scrutiny  oi 
the  House,  He  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  withdraw  his  Motion. 
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*Thb  chairman  op  committees 
Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER,  Cumberland,  Pen- 
/ith)  said  that  he  was  not  concemeJ 
either  to  support  or  to  deny  the  general 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Islington.  The  hon.  Member  said  it  was 
possible  that  a  policy-holder  might  be 
injuriously  affected  by  alterations  made 
in  the  memorandum  and  articles  of 
association ;  but  he  did  not  claim  to  show 
that  this  would  be  the  case  under  thic 
Bill.  The  last  speaker  showed  that  the 
somewhat  sweeping  provision  of  Clause  9 
had  been  modified  so  as  to  limit  and  to 
bring  the  articles  of  association  strictly 
within  the  trusts  and  deeds  now  operating 
with  regard  to  the  company.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  hon.  Member 
would  probably  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
press  his  Motion.  The  Unopposed  Bill 
Committee  were  indebted  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  calling  attention  to  the 
matter,  and  when  the  Bill  came  before 
the  Committee  the  point  he  had  raised 
would  be  considered,  and  explanations 
asked  for  from  the  promoters. 


Sir  GEORGE  BARTLEY  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  [21st  Apbil]  REPORT. 
Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [26th  April],  *'That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  Resolution,  '  That  Income- 
tax  shall  be  charged  for  the  year  beginning 
the  sixth  day  of  April,  nineteen  hundred 
and  four,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling.' " 

Question  again  proposedg 

Debate  resumed. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  121 ;  Noes, 
83.     (Division  List,  No.  96.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Atkinson.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baffot,Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
BalcarreSy  Lord 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 
Bartley,  Sir  George  C.  T. 
BathurstyHon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brigg,  John 

Brown,  €^rge  M.  (Edinburgh 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 
Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Craig,Charles  Curtis  ( Antrim,S. 
Crooks,  William 
Crossley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Dickson,  (Charles  Scott 
Doufflas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akers< 
Donord,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Duming-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Edwin 
FergussoUyRt.  Hn.Sir J(Manch*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt  Hn.  George  H. 
Fitzroy,Hon.Edward  Algernon 
Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,Philip  S.  (WarwickS.W. 
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AYES. 

Gardner,  Ernest 
Godson,Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Hamilton,Marq  of(L*nd'ndeTry 
Hardy,Laurence(  Kent,  At^oid 
Harris,F.  Leverton(Tynemouth 
Heath,  ArthurHoward(  Hanley ) 
Heath,  Jame6(Staffords.,  N.  W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Holland,  Sir  WUliam  Henry 
Hope,  J.F.(Sheffield,Brightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hn.  Arthur  Fred 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  H 
Kenyon-Slaney,Col.W.  (Salop) 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,JohnGrant  (YorksN.R 
Lee,  Arthur  H.(Hant8,Fareham 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
LleweJlyn,  Evan  Henry 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  RtHnJW(Cum.  Ptonr. 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Ciae,  George 

M'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Bfajendie.  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
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Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
MazweU,W.  J.H.  (Dum£rieiih.1) 
MIddlemore,JohnThrogmortoD 
Milvain,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,  N. 
Morgan,David  J(  Walthamstow 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Mount,  William  Arthur 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J,  (Coventry  > 
Murrav,  Col.  Wpdham  (Bath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Norman,  Henry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 
Percy,  Earl 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederick  Qsime 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farguharson 
Ridley,  Hn.  M.W.(Stalybridge> 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (HaokDM3y> 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool 
Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (Cleveknd 
Ship  man.  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,HC.(North'mb.Tyne8ide 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanos. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Tozteth) 
>  Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
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Thompson,Dr.£e(Monagli*n,N. 
Tomkinson,  James 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
TuflF,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 


{COMMONS} 

Valentia,  Visoount 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Welby»  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
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Tbllxbs  vob  ths  Atxs — Sir 
Alexander  Aoland  -  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  FeQowee. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bell,  Richard 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Cameron,  Robert 

Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Ellice,Capt.EC(S.Andr'w8Bg}is 

Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Flynn,  James  Christopher 

Oilhooly,  James 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gnrdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Harcourt,  Lewi8y.(Ro88endale 

Hayden,  John  Patrick 


NOES. 

Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jones, William  (Carnarvonshire 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lambert,  George 
Law,  Hugh  Alex  (Done^l,  W. 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Levy,  Maurice 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
MaoNeill,  John  Gurdon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M*Fadden,  Edward 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
O'Brien,  K.  (iSpperary,  Mid.) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  James  (Wicklow,  W. 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
O'Dowd,  John 
O'Malley,  William 


O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Rea,  Russell 

Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford) 

Riokett,  J.  Compton 

Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Roche,  John 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 

Sheehy,  David 

Slack,  John  Bamford 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Radclifie) 

Thomson,  F.  W.  (York,  W.R.) 

Toulmin,  George 

Wason,  Jn.  Cathoart  (Orkney) 

Weir,  James  Galloway 

White,  George  (Norfolk) 

White,  Luke  (York,  E.R.) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 

Williams,  Osmond  (Merioneth) 

Wilson,  Fred.W.(Norfolk,  Mid. 

Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R. 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

Youne,  Samuel 

YoxaU,  Jamea  Henry 

TxLLSBS  FOB  THX  Noxs — Mr. 
Dalziel  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Walton. 


Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Victor  Cavendish. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  [19th  April]. 
Resolutions  reported. 

CUSTOMS— TEA. 

1.  *'  That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  Customs 
now  payable  on  Tea,  there  shall  be 
charged  on  and  after  the  twentieth  day 
of  April,  nineteen  hundred  and  four,  until 
the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred 
and  five,  the  following  duty  (that  is  to 
aay)  :— 

"  Tea,  the  pound    .      .     Eightpence." 

CUSTOMS— TOBACXX). 

2.  "  That  the  duties  of  Customs  payable 
under  Section  I.  of  The  Finance  Act, 
1898,  on  manufactured  tobacco  shall,  on 
and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  April, 
nineteen  hundred  and  four,  be  increaised, 
in    the   case  of   cigars,  by  sixpence  per 


!  pound,  and  in  the  case  of  cigarettes  by 
I  one  shilling  per  pound,  and  the   duties 

payable  under  the  same  section  on  un- 
I  manufactured  tobacco  shall,  on  and  after 
I  the  same  date,  be  increased,  in  the  case 

of  stripped   tobacco,  by  threepence    per 

pound." 

I      Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

First  Resolution. 

♦Mb.  lough,  in  moving  to  reduce  the 
duty  to  sixpence,  said  that  this  im- 
mense tea  duty  marked  a  stage  in  ^the 
fiscal  development  of  the  country  which 
ought  to  be  recognised  by  every  means 
that    the    House    could    devise.    ;The 

I  country  was  more  agitated  over  this 
feature  of  the  Budget  than  by  anything 

I  else  it  contained,  and  the  Chancellor  of 

I  the  Exchequer  would  certainly  hear  a 
great  deal  about  the  tax  in  the  future. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham had  alluded  sneeringly   to  his  "  dis- 

i  interested  '*  opposition  te  this  tax.  He 
thought    that     the    expression    might 
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have  been  dispensed  with.  So  far 
as  he  knew  his  interests,  they  were 
not  opposed  to  this  tax,  but  were  in 
favour  of  it.  He  desired  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
<;hequer  to  the  serious  nature  of  this  tax, 
first  of  all,  from  the  grower's  point  of 
view.  In  one  of  his  earUer  speeches  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  an  in- 
teresting comparison  between  the  Budget 
of  1864  and  that  of  the  present  year,  but 
the  one  thing  he  omitted  to  state  was 
that  the  tea  duty  in  that  year  was  brought 
<iown  from  Is.  to  6d.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  in  the  seven  years  ending  1864,  the 
tea  duty  was  reduced  from  Is.  7d.  or  Is. 
9d.  to  6d.  What  was  the  condition  of 
things  in  1864  ?  The  consumption  of  tea 
per  head  of  the  population  was  2^ 
lbs.,  and  the  total  amount  of  British 
grown  tea  was  represented  by  the 
2,000,000  or  3,000,000  lbs.  received 
from  India.  In  Ceylon  tea-planting  had 
not  started.  To-day  the  British  Empire 
produced  350,000,000  lbs.  of  tea  per 
annum,  and  there  was  at  least  £30,000,000 
of  British  capital  invested  in  the  industry. 
That  was  a  striking  testimony  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  action  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  1864.  In  few  other 
countries  in  the  world  was  the  duty  on  tea 
80  high  as  that  now  proposed.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  suspected  of 
leanings  towards  Colonial  preference,  but 
what  a  contrast  was  afforded  by  his 
Actions  and  his  theories!  The  Opposition 
generally  were  against  giving  the  Colonies 
a  preference,  but  they  were  not  against 
giving  them  fair  play,  and  that  was  just 
what  this  duty  denied  them.  Instead  of 
giving  either  preference  or  f airplay,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  dealing  one  of 
the  deadliest  blows  that  could  be  given  to  a 
great  Colonial  and  Imperial  interest.  As 
a  result  of  the  last  increase  of  the  duty 
the  consumption  of  tea  had  been  some- 
what checked,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's comment  on  that  point  was  simply 
that  the  people  of  this  country  were 
'**  saturated"  with  tea. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  did 
not  say  that  we  could  not  expect  a  further 
increase  in  the  consumption  of  tea.  I  said 
that  whether  the  tax  were  increased  or 
not  you  could  not  expect  the  rate  of  con- 
sumption to  go  on  as  fast  as  it  had  done  in 
xecent  years.   When  asked  "Why,"  I  used 


a  picturesque  phrase  suggested  to  me  in 
saying  that  the  consumption  had  reached 
the  saturation  point.  You  cannot  wash 
in  tea,  and  there  is  a  limit  to  the  amount 
of  any  beverage  that  a  population  can 
consume. 

♦Mr.  lough  said  he  was  delighted 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen's  explana- 
tion. He  thought  that  these  mistaken 
ideas  were  due  to  the  fact  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  yet  set  up 
housekeeping.  He  could  prove  by  a  very 
simple  case  that  there  was  still  room  for 
great  development  in  the  consumption  of 
tea.  When  a  family  want  away  from 
home,  it  was  usual  to  allow  each  servant 
left  behind  a  ^  lb.  of  tea  a  week. 
That  was  13  lbs.  a  year;  and  yet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  suggested  that 
the  consumption  must  be  checked  at 
6 J  lbs.  per  head  a  year.  In  China  the 
consumption  of  tea  was  15  lbs.  per 
head  of  the  population.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  ought  not  to 
have  argued  so  lightly  that  there  was 
no  room  for  further  development 
in  the  consumption  of  tea,  and  at  any 
rate  he  could  not  expect  growers  to 
adopt  that  view.  When  selecting  this 
particular   tax    the   right   hon.   Gentle- 

.  man     alluded    to     one     or    two    other 

i  articles  which  he  said  must  be  left  out, 
and  he  mentioned  sugar.  With  regard 
to  sugar  the  Government  had  already 
given  that  trade  a  blow,  and  so  they 
had  decided  to  leave  it  alone  in  order 
that  it   might  recover.     Owing  to   the 

:  policy  of  the  Government  contained  in 
the    Brussels     Sugar     Convention     the 

j  Russians  had  put  a  tax  of  IJd.  per  lb. 
on  tea  from  British  possessions,  and  this 

I  had    also    affected    the     tea    industry. 

I  He  believed  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  already  heard  from  the 
Governor  of  Ceylon  in  regard  to  this  tax, 
and  he  would  also  hear  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  This  great  and  flourishing 
British  industry  which  had  been  set  up 
during  the  last  forty  years  felt  itself  out- 
raged at  the  idea  of  a  huge  tax  of  this  kind. 
What  they  ought  to  do  was,  he  would 
not  say  to  give  tliese  Colonies  or  any  part 
of  the  Empire  a  preference,  but  at  least 
give  them  fairplay,  which  this  tax  denied 
them. 

He  would  now  turn  to  the  effect  of  the 
tax  in   this  country.    The    right    hon. 
2X2 
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Oentleman  ought  to  have  a  more  kindly 
feeling  for  the  traders  engaged  in  distri- 
buting tea.  This  large  class  were  engaged 
in  collecting  his  revenue  for  him.  If  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  chose  to  get  his  ' 
revenue  by  indirect  taxation,  the  least  he 
could  do  was  to  be  polite  to  these 
traders.  He  had  hinted  that  the  tea 
distributors  were  a  very  bad  lot  and  that 
they  lived  by  efforts  to  cheat  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  out  of  his  duty 
when  he  was  going  to  alter  his  tax.  Of 
course  the  way  out  of  that  difficulty  was 
not  to  alter  the  tax,  for  how  could  a 
trade  be  conducted  when  the  Chancellor  | 
of  the  Exchequer  was  altering  the  tea 
tax  almost  every  year,  Tea  was  distri-  , 
buted  by  over  60,000  grocers  throughout 
the  kingdom.  Through  them  this  huge 
revenue  of  £6,000,000  was  paid,  and  they 
would  pay  this  £8,000,000  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  hoped  to  raise  by  this 
tax.  The  new  rate  of  duty  meant  a  com- 
plete alteration  in  prices,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  business  of  these  people  should 
be  unnecessarily  disturbed,  but  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  might  at  any  rate  speak 
sympathetically  to  them.  In  deaUng  with 
a  great  article  of  consumption  like  tea,  ; 
these  constant  changes  ought  not  to  be 
made  in  the  price,  and  some  stable  system 
should  be  observed.  1 

He  would,  in  conclusion,  say  something 
on  the   question  from    the    consumer's  I 
standpoint.      This  tax  would  be  felt  in 
every     household      at     morning      and  i 
evening.      It    was    possible     to     raise 
the    country     from    one    end    to    the  | 
other  about  a  shilling  tax  on  com,  but ! 
com  did  not  occupy  a  different  position 
from  tea  in  the  diet  of  the  people.    Tea  , 
was  just  as  important  as  bread.      This  | 
House  could  always  be  excited  about  a  i 
shilling  tax  on  corn,  but  why  should  they  j 
take   this    tax    of   8d.  per   lb.   on  tea  | 
lying  down?  To  the  consumers,  this  addi- 
tional tax  meant  that  they  would  have  to 
pay  about    4d.    per   lb.    more   for   tea 
than   six  years  ago.       The    poor    con- 
sumers generally  bought  tea  at  the  same 
price,  no  matter  what  the  duty  was,  and 
they  would   either  obtain  worse  tea  now 
or     consume      less      than      they      did 
before.        Therefore      the       consumers 
were    being   extremely    badly    treated. 
The    hon.    and     leamed    Member    for 
Waterford  had  pointed  out  that  no  less 
than  £300,000  would  be  paid  by  Ireland 

Mr.  Lough. 


in  consequence  of  this  additional  2d.  per 
lb.  on  tea.  It  was  estimated  by  the 
Treasury  that  the  revenue  from  tea  in 
that  country  now  reached  £900,000  per 
annum.  So  this  tax  would  make  it 
£l,200,000,a  totally  ruinous  burden.  In 
Ireland  the  poorest  inhabitants  depended 
upon  tea,  because  it  was  the  cheapest 
drink,  and  therefore  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  by  this  tax  had  hit  thoee 
who  were  most  dependent  upon  this 
form  of  food.  In  Ireland  they  oonsomed 
8  lbs.  of  tea  per  head  of  the  pop 
lation,  and  this  tax,  with  the  2d.  im- 
posed in  1900,  would  place  upon  the 
people  of  Ireland  an  additional  burden 
of  2s.  8d.  per  head  per  annum.  In  the 
case  of  a  family  of  six  this  meant 
1 6s.  per  annum  upon  some  of  the 
poorest  families  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  that  was  a  very  serious  impositaon. 
Therefore  he  thought  the  House  ought  to 
resent  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
this  matter.  His  opinion  was  that  the 
(Government,  bv  some  economy  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  great  spending  depart- 
ments, might  have  avoidea  this  additnoDil 
tax.  He  begeed  to  move  the  Amend- 
ment he  had^aced  upon  the  Paper. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  '  Eight  pence,'  and 
insert  the  words  *Six  pence' — {Mr,  Lovgh) 
instejbd  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
<  Eight  pence '  stand  part  of  the  said  B^ 
solution." 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Don^ 
S.)  said  if  he  did  not  intervene  at  this 
time,  when  such  a  tax  was  being  placed 
upon  an  article  which  was  an  important 
pirt  of  the  food  of  the  people  of  IrelaDdt 
he  should  be  altogether  unworthy  of  his 
position.  His  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Islington  had  told  them  that  aboat 
86  per  cent  of  the  tea  consumed  in  this 
country  came  from  our  Colonies,  and 
only  about  14  per  cent,  from  foreign 
sources.  Under  these  circumstancea  it 
was  very  strange  that  the  Government 
had  decided  to  strike  such  a  blow  at 
colonial  trade.  Had  he  been  so  disposed 
in  reference  to  this  Budget  he  could  have 
shown  a  glaring  disre^rd  for  the  poor 
and  a  desire  to  protect  the  rich.  Eveiy 
Irish  Member  except  those  Gentlemen 
who  were  the  paid  agents  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  on  the  Ministerid  Bench  would  vote 
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for  this  Amendment  as  a  protest  against 
this  tax.     If  they  had  an  Irish  Parliament  I 
which  resolved  by  a  majority  of  one  that 
this  tax  should  not  be  imposed  the  tax-  i 
would  cease,  but  now  when  imited  Ire- 
land protested  the  tax  would  be  laid  upon 
Ireland,  and  under  such  circumstances 
resistance  to  the  laws  of   this  country 
would  not  only  be  the  privilege  of  Irish- 
men but  it  would  be  their  duty.     Perhaps 
the  House  would  allow  him  to  quote  from 
a  letter  in  reference  to  this  tea  tax  which  | 
had  been  sent  to  him  by  one  whom  he  ' 
might  describe  as  one  of  the  merchant 
princes  in  Dublin,  who  differed  from  him  , 
in  all  matters  of  politics.     This  merchant  \ 
had  told  him  that  an  increase  of  2d.  per  ; 
lb.  upon  tea  would  mean  to  the  poor  in  : 
Ireland  an  increase  of  4d  per  lb.  because  in  , 
Dublin  90  per  cent  of  the  tea  sold  was 
retailed  at  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  duty  paid,  which  i 
was  just   Id.  per  oz.     This  extra  duty  j 
woula  drive  this  tea  out  of  the  market, 
and  the  poor  people  would  now  have  to  , 
pay  1^.  per  oz.  or  Is.  8d.  per  lb.     When 
the  tax  on  tea  was  raised  from  4d.  to  6d.  ' 
per  lb.  it  was  done  with  many  apologies, 
and  the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
promised  the  tea  drinkers  that  it  was  onlv 
a  war  tax,   and    acknowledged  that    it 
pressed  upon  the  poor  people  of  Ireland 
most    severely.      His    hon.   friend   who 
opened  this  debate  had  stated  that  the 
consumption  of  tea  in  the  United  King- 
dom was  6^  lbs.  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion, but  in  Ireland  it  was  8  lbs.  per  head. 
In  Done^l,  which  was  one  of  the  poorest 
districts  m  Ireland,  the  budget  of  a  well-to-  I 
do  peasant  in  the  congested  districts  with 
a  &mily  of  five  womd  be  about  X23  a 
year,  and  out  of  that  sum  X5  10s.  would  be 
spent  upon  tea.     He  had  seen  the  details 
of  another  budget  where  the  man's  income 
was  £12,  and  out  of  that  £3  went  for  tea. 
Many  of  these  people  were  so  poor  that ; 
they  were  unable  to  buy  ordinary  bread, 
and  they  had  to  live  largely  upon  Indian 
meal.     When  the  right  hon.  Oentleman ' 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol  imposed  his 
tax  on  com  the  Irish  Members  resisted  it 
as  far  as  maize  was  concerned  on  the 
ground  that  such  a  proposal  would  entail 
a  tax  on  the  food  of  the  very  poor  in 
Ireland,  and  the  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  had 
the  mce  to  take  the  tax  off  that  article. 
He   had  little  hope,   however,   that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  take 
this  extra  2d.  off  the  tea  tax. 

His  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Isling- 
ton had  spoken  of  the  effect  this  tax  would 


have  upon  the  poor  consumers  in  Endand. 
Let  them  go  into  any  of  the  abodes  of 
misery  in  Ireland,  and  they  would  always 
find  a  teapot  there  whatever  else  there 
might  be.  Tea  was  the  cheapest  drink  of 
the  poor,  and  it  cheered  them  without 
doing  any  harm,  but  now  this  drink  was 
to  be  made  almost  dearer  than  whisky  in 
order  to  produce  £2,000,000  for  the 
Exchequer.  While  the  effects  of  adding 
2d.  to  the  tax  would  scarcely  be  seen 
in  the  case  of  the  English  people,  it 
would  produce  ruinous  results  in  the 
cottagers'  homes  in  Donegal.  It  was  a 
cruel,  heartless,  and  shameless  tax,  and 
at  another  sta^e  of  the  Budget  the  Irish 
Members  wouW  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  going  into  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  financial  situation  in  Ireland. 
He  had  intervened  in  this  debate  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  a 
tax  which  would  produce  a  state  of  things 
in  his  constituency  bordering  on  starva- 
tion. It  was  a  scandalous  thin^  for  this 
Government  to  take  a  course  which  would 
produce  in  the  poorer  parts  of  Ireland  a 
condition  of  artificial  famine,  but  the 
Gk)vemment  were  inaccessible  to  shame  or 
human  feeling  in  these  matters.  At  the 
beginning  of  last  century  Ireland  had  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  her  own, 
and  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons 
against  the  Union  he  told  Mr.  Pitt  that  the 
object  the  English  Ministry  had  in  destroy- 
ing the  Irish  rarliament  was  that  the  power 
of  the  purse  might  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  Irish 
people  and  put  mto  the  hands  of  an  alien 
rarliament.  He  had  expressed  his  feeling 
strongly  in  this  matter,  but  he  would  be  un- 
worthy of  his  position  if  he  did  not  protest 
in  this  House  that  money  was  worth 
nothing  if  it  was  produced  from  the 
blood  and  tears  of  the  poor. 

*Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  said  the  hon. 
Member  need  not  be  alarmed  about  his 
vote  on  this  tax.  He  had  voted  for  an 
additional  penny  on  the  income-tax. 
He  did  not  like  it,  but  he  thought 
that  tho^e  who  shouted  for  war  ought 
to  be  made  to  pay  for  it.  It  was  the 
only  way  to  bring  home  to  those  gentle- 
men who  clamour  for  expenditure  every 
day  the  results  of  their  views.  But  when 
it  came  to  tea  it  was  a  wholly  different 
thing.  It  was  a  tax  that  would  go  into 
every  poor  man's  home  in  Ireland.  It 
would  affect  the  poor  woman  more  than 
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the  poor  man,  and  the  poor  woman  was 
not  represented  in  that  House.  He 
challenged  any  English  Member  to  deny 
or  contradict  the  fact  that  the  House 
was  laying  a  heavy  burden  of  taxation 
upon  the  Irish  people  by  means  of  this 
tax,  and  he  said  unreservedly  that  if  they 
reverted  to  the  position  of  things  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  last  century — if  they  could 
have  a  separate  Exchequer  for  Ireland 
like  that  which  existed  between  the  years 
1800  and  1817— the  Irish  Government 
could  be  carried  on,  on  the  Scotch  basis  of 
expenditure,  for  £3,000,000a  year  less  than 
it  was.  The  Locil  Government  Board  of 
Scotland  cost  £20,000  a  year,  whereas  in 
Ireland  the  Local  Government  Board  cost 
£80,000  and  the  judiciary  of  Scotland  cost 
half  of  what  it  cost  in  Ireland.  It  was  a 
burning  shame  that  the  House  should 
insist  upon  putting  a  load  of  taxation 
upon  these  poor  people  which  was 
ruinous  to  England  and  absolutely  de- 
structive of  decent  life  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.)  said  he 
protested  four  or  five  years  ago  against 
the  raising  of  the  tea  duty  from  4d.  to  j 
6d.,  and  he  wished   to  protest  against 
this  further  imposition.     He   had  been 
brought  up  in  a  school  of  economy  whose 
first  article  of  faith  was  ''a free  breakfast 
table   for  the  poor."     That   article    of 
faith  was  based  upon  the  principles  of 
humanity  and   justice,  and  it  was   an 
extraordinary  thing  that  the  Government 
which    had     involved    the    country    in 
enormous  debt  for  the  purposes  of  an 
unnecessary  and    fruitless    war    should 
find  no  other  means  of  raising  revenue 
to  meet  their  extravagant  expenditure 
than  by  adding  2d.  to  the  poor  man's 
tea.     He  spoke   on  this  question  from 
the  point  of  view  of  Irishmen,  knowing 
that,  from  the  failure  of  the  potato  and 
the  time  of  the  famine,  tea  had  been  one 
of  the  principal  means  of  sustaining  life 
among  the  poor  of  Ireland.     It  was  the 
cup  of  tea  which  enabled  them  to  swallow 
the    yellow  meal    on  which    they  were 
obliged  to  depend  for  subsistence.     It 
would  be  perfectly  impossible  to  use  the 
yellow  meal  were  it  not  for  the  help  of 
tea.     It  was  the  women  and    children 
who  would  sufier  most  from  this  addition 
to  the  price  of  tea.     The  tea  tax  was 
increased  four  or  five   years  ago  as  a 
temporary  measure.     It  was  a  case  of 
Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU, 


grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor.  Tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
like  to  be  reminded  of  these  home  truths, 
and  he  turned  away  in  order  to  show 
indifference.  His  objection  to  the  tax 
was  not  based  on  statistics,  or  fiscal  or 
non-fiscal  policy.  It  rested  on  the 
principles  of  humanity.  This  increase 
in  the  tea  duty  was  an  intolerable  thing 
which  would  render  the  Gk)vemment 
more  unpopular  than  it  already  i^as 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  country.  The  attempt  to  raise 
£2,000,000  a  year  at  the  expense  of  the 
poorest  class  of  the  population  would 
react  upon  themselves.  The  result  would 
be  that  people  would  drink  adulterated 
and  deleterious  tea,  and  he  believed  thht 
at  the  end  of  the  year  it  would  be  found 
that  the  2d.  increase  would  fail  to  produce 
the  additional  amount  on  which  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  seemed  confidentlr 
to  rely. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON   (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Bamsley)  said  he  wished  to  enter 
his  strongest  protest  against  the  increase 
of  the  tea  duty  on  the  ground  that  if 
the  Grovemment  had  earnestly  turned 
their  attention  to  retrenchment  in  the 
national  expenditure  the  addition  would 
have    been   totally  unnecessary.     Last 
year,  in  a  time   of  peace,  the  normal 
expenditure  of  the  country  was  nominally 
£9,000,000   in   excess    of    that   of  the 
previous  year,  but  as  the  expenditure' 
was  under-estimated  to  the  extent  of 
'  £3,000,000,  the    expenditure    last  year 
was  £12,000,000  in  excess  of  that  of  the 
previous  year.    This  year  the  country's 
whole  financial  condition  was  such  as  to 
demand  every  possible  retrenchment  of 
expenditure.    They   were  face  to  face 
with  a  Budget  which  only  provided  a 
reduction  of  £1.500,000  on  last  year's 
expenditure.       He    voted    against  the 
Id.  increase  on  the  income-tax  because 
he  believed  it  was  unnecessary,  and  he 
would  vote  against  the  2d.  additional 
I  on  the  tea  tax  for  the  same  reason.    He 
opposed    this  additional  imposition  on 
another  ground.    It  was  a  violation  ot 
,  the  equitable  principle  of  the  fair  dis- 
tribution of  taxation.     When  the  2d. 
per    lb.   was    added    to    the    tea  tax 
they  were  told  that  it  was  essentially 
a  war  tax  which  would  be  removed  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.    Last  year 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
in  a  position  to  remit  taxation  to  the 
extent  of  £10,500,000.  During  the  war 
enormous  increases  of  taxation  had  been 
imposed,  practically  in  equal  amounts 
as  between  the  direct  and  indirect  tax- 
payer<».  Why  was  not  the  remission 
last  year  given  in  the  same  ratio  ?  Last 
year  four-fifths  of  the  £10,500,000  was 
remitted  in  favour  of  the  direct  tax- 
payer, and  only  one-fifth  in  favour  of 
the  indirect  taxpayer,  in  the  remission 
of  the  com  tax.  Therefore,  on  this 
occasion,  if  additional  taxation  was 
necessary,  equity  required  that  the 
injustice  inflicted  last  year  should,  at 
least,  have  been  redressed,  and  that  the 
indirect  taxpayer  should  not  have  been 
called  upon  to  pay  an  additional  2d. 
in  the  lb.  for  tea.  It  would  press 
hardly  on  the  masses  of  the  people. 

*Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland)  associated  himself  with 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Islington  as  to  the  injurious  effect 
this  tax  would  have  on  the  tea  growers  I 
of  India  and  Ceylon.  This  was  the  only  \ 
article  on  which  it  was  proposed  to 
charge  duty  in  excess  of  the  price  of  the 
commodity  except  of  course,  strong 
drink.  Tea  could  be  produced  for 
about  6iA  or  7d.  per  lb.  and  less.  That 
was  a  serious  matter,  both  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  grower  and  the 
consumer.  Why  was  it  put  on  ?  Was 
there  no  reason  except  that  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  revenue  ?  He 
did  not  like  to  suggest  reasons,  but  he 
was  not  sure  that  there  were  not 
other  reasons.  Wherever  they  found 
tea  drinkers  they  found  a  temperate 
people.  He  knew  this  to  be  the  case 
in  Australia  and  Japan.  He  hoped  that 
the  result  of  putting  on  this  tax  would  not 
be  that  people  would  be  driven  to  drinking 
something  else  than  tea.  This  was  a 
Scotch  question  as  much  as  an  Irish  one, 
and  perhaps  more  so,  because  he  was 
certain  that  in  many  districts  of  the  . 
Highlands  and  Islands,  especially  in  parts  i 
of  the  country  represented  by  the  Mem- 
ber for  Inverness,  there  were  people 
living  under  circumstances  of  as  great 
poverty  as  in  Ireland.  The  people 
bad  the  greatest  difficulty  in  drawing  a 
meagre  subsistence  from  the  soil,  and  tea 
to  them  was  not  onl^  a  necessary  of  life. 


but  it  was  also  their  one  luxury.    They 
,  did  not  drink  beer,  and  they  never  saw 
whisky.     He  thought  the  Chancellor  of 
r  the  Exchequer  had  done  a  cruel  wrong 
'  and  injustice  to  those  poor  people  in 
'  putting    on  this  extra    tax.     If    more 
money  had  been  wanted,  it  might  hav» 
been  got  in  the  many  ways  that  coula 
have  been  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Islington  and  others  without  taxing 
this  prime  necessary  of  life,  and  also  the 
one  luxury  of  the  poor.    In  the  far  North 
of  Scotland  they  did  not  drink  beer,  or 
even  whisky,  at  any  rate  in  his  con- 
stituency;   and  he   felt  that  this    tax 
I  would  press  very  heavily  on  the  poor ; 
nor  would  the  result  be  satisfactory  to 
;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the 
I  consumption  would  largely  decrease.    If 
;  the  people  could  get  tea  as  easily  as 
intoxicating  drinks  there  would  not  be 
the  same  amount  of  crime  and  drunken- 
ness as    at  the  present    moment.    He 
wished  to  express  most  emphatically  the 
opinion  that  this  was  not  at  all  a  purely 
Irish  question.    Its  general  effect  upon 
the  poor  would  be  most  disastrous. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Essex,  Saffron 
Walden)  said  that  as  representing  one  of 
the  poorest  constituencies  in  the  coimtry 
he  desired  to  associate  himself  with  the 
protest  that  had  been  made  against  this 
tax.  In  his  constituency  there  was  no 
other  industry  but  agriculture,  and  hon. 
Members  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
agriculture  must  realise  that  in  the 
county  of  Essex  farmers  had  had  a  very 
depressed  year,  so  much  so  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  both  the  farmers 
and  the  labourers  to  make  ends^meet  in 
their  weekly  budgets.  When  it  was 
realised  that  the  consumption  of  tea  in 
the  average  household  had  increased 
during  the  last  forty  years  from  2^ 
pounds  to  6J  pounds,  the  severity  of 
the  tax  on  the  agricultural  labourer 
with  a  large  family  of  five  to  seven 
children,  who  paid  2s.  or  3s.  a  week 
of  cottage  rent  and  had  no  luxuries, 
would  be  understood.  It  meant  a  good 
deal  if  these  poor  people  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  a  necessaryof  life.  This  was  a  tax 
which  would  oppress  the  poor ;  it  was  an 
intolerable  tax,  and  could  not  be  justified 
by  anyone  who  thought  out  the  whole 
subject  of  our  fiscal  system.  He  was  op- 
posed personally  to  indirect  taxation.    It 
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was  wasteful,  and  promoted  extravagance 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  In  the 
North  of  England  the  average  income  of 
a  wage-earner  was  from  25s.  to  30s.  a 
week,  and  by  indirect  taxation  he  paid 
practically  an  income-tax  of  19d.  in  the 
£  to  the  revenue  of  the  country.  Many 
on  his  side  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped 
many  on  the  other  side,  beheved  that 
taxation  ought  to  be  imposed  on  the 
people  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to 
pay  it.  If  that  principle  was  to  be 
adopted  it  was  simply  preposterous  that 
any  individual  should  be  compelled  to 
pay  an  income  tax  of  19d.  in  the  £  when 
rich  people  only  paid  one  shilling.  The 
miUionaire  was  only  taxed  to  the  extent 
of  1  or  2  per  cent,  on  his  income, 
whereas  the  wage-earner  was  taxied  to  be 
tween  5  and  10  per  cent,  on  his  income. 
It  was  because  he  believed  that  this  tax 
was  unequal  in  its  effect  upon  the  poor 
that  he  protested  against  it.  There  was 
no  justification  for  an  increaae  in  the 
tax  on  tea,  and  it  would  retard  the 
physical  development  of  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  people. 

♦Mb.  TOMKINSON  (Cheshire,  Crewe) 
said  he  also  wished  earnestly  to  protest 
against  the  proposal  to  increase  the  tax 
on  tea.  It  was  in  all  senses  a  graduated 
tax,  but  it  was  graduated  in  the  wrong 
direction.  This  tax  would  be  wholly 
unfelt  by  the  rich  and  little,  if  at 
all,  felt  by  the  middle  classes ;  it  would 
be  seriously  felt  by  the  better-to-do 
working  people,  and  most  severely  felt 
by  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  who  Uved 
practically  on  bread  and  tea.  When 
they  had  to  pay  7d.  for  tea  for  which 
they  had  formerly  to  pay  6d.,  they 
would  have  to  forego  one-seventh  of  the 
tea  they  at  present  consumed  and  it 
must  be  seen,  therefore,  how  unjust  this 
tax  was. 

♦Mr.  HUGH  LAW  (Donegal,  W.)  said 
that  when  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Tyrone  used  the  expres- 
sion ** grinding  the  face  of  the  poor'*  he 
heard  some  expressions  of  dissent  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  He  desired 
to  say  that  the  phrase  was  not  at  all  too 
strong.  It  was  generally  admitted  that 
the  larger  proportion  of  this  tax  would 
be  borne  by  the  poorest   families   and 

Mr,  J,  A.  Pease, 


that  the  increased  duties  on  tea  imposed 
on  account  of  war  expenditure  amounted 
to  16s.  a  year  per  family  of  six  persons. 
Many  hon.  Members  might  say  that  that 
was  a  very  trifling  sum,  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  a  burden  of  I6s.  must 
be  heavy  on  families  whose  total  income 
was    from    £12    to    £20    per    annum. 
This  was  a  matter  in  which  there  need 
be  no  jealousy  between  different  parts  of 
the  House ;  but  Ireland  had  a  sorrowful 
pre-eminence,  inasmuch  as,  whilst  this  tax 
would  fall  heavily  on  all  the  poor  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  there  was  in  Ireland  a 
greater  proportion  of  poor  to  the  total 
population  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.     Apart  from  that,  the 
Irish  Members  were  in  a  very  carious  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  this  question  of  taxation. 
The  EnghshOovemment  always  called  the 
tune,  and  they  in  Ireland  were  compelled 
to  dance  to  it.    The  English  Government 
pursued  a  policy  against  which  the  Irish 
Members    continually    protested;    and 
when  the  day  of  reckoning  came  the 
Government  turned  round  and  said  thiit 
liabilities  had  been  incurred,  and  must 
be     paid.       The    Irish    Members    had 
never  lent  themselves  to  sanctioning  or 
calling  for  this  expenditure,   and  they 
had  a  good  claim  to  a  hearing  in  thiis 
'  House  when  they  protested  against  the 
whole  system  of  this  extravagant  expendi- 
ture.    It  was  a  very  strange  thing  that 
when  they  protested  against  the  policy 
which  produced  this  enormous  expendi- 
ture, they  were  told  sometimes  that  they 
were  ungrateful,   because  some   months 
ago  they  had  obtained  a  loan  out  of  the 
common  Exchequer  for  a  purpose  which 
it  was  admitted  was  of  Imperial  urgency, 
and  that  in  addition  a  free  grant  had 
been  given  them.      But  the    liabilities 
for  making  good  any  losses  consequent 
upon  the  working  of  the  Land  Act  of 
last   session    rested  entirely  upon  Irish 
funds.     Oo  aU   these  grounds  he  joined 
in  protesting  most  s  rongly  against  this 
proposal. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  Baid 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Water- 
ford  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  of 
calling  attention  to  the  special  case  of 
Ireland  with  reference  to  the  Budget 
proposals  at  a  later  stage.  It  was  true 
that  that  case  had  special  referenoe  to 
the   tea  duty,   but  it  would  be   more 
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convenient  to  discuss  the  financial 
relations  of  Ireland  with  England  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Finance  Bill 
than  to  scatter  the  discussion  over  each 
Resolution  in  turn,  and  he  hoped  hon. 
Members  for  Ireland  would  not  consider 
it  any  ItfOk  of  courtesy  on  his  part, 
therefore,  if  he  dealt  at  present  with  the 
question  of  the  tea  duty  as  it  affected 
the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom.  In 
dealing  with  these  matters  it  was  im- 
possible to  please  all  his  critics  whose 
remarks  were  often  quite  irreconcilable. 
For  instance,  the  hon.  Member  for  Saffron 
Walden  objected  to  all  indirect  taxation, 
while  other  hon.  and  right  hon.  Grentle- 
men  opposite  declared  not  infrequently 
that  indirect  taxation  was  as  necessary 
to  any  financial  equilibrium  as  direct. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  said  he  would  like 
to  explain  that,  while  be  believed  all 
indirect  taxation  tended  to  waste  and 
lack  of  economy,  he  admitted  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  any  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  propose  a  Budget 
which  would  not,  to  a  certain  extent, 
tax  intoxicating  liquors  and  tobacco. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN 
thought  that  neither  the  hor.  Gentle- 
man nor  himself  would  live  to  see  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propose  a 
Budget  in  which  indirect  taxation  was 
confined  to  intoxicating  liquors  and 
tobacco.  [An  Hon.  Member:  Why?] 
He  would  not  be  dogmatic,  but  if  such 
a  thing  happened  he  fancied  they  would 
enjoy  such  long  lives  that  the  insurance 
companies  would  be  almost  ruined. 
There  was  nothing  more  difficult  than 
to  frame  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
proportion  of  their  income  which  any 
class  of  the  community  was  called  upon 
to  pay  in  taxation.  But  one  thing  was 
periectly  clear,  and  that  was  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  calculations  on  the 
subject  were  wrong.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  calculated  that  a  millionaire 
paid  only  from  1  to  2  per  cent,  of  his 
income  in  taxation.  Why,  the  million- 
aire's income-tax  alone  was  5  per  cent, 
of  his  income.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  income-tax  payer  also  paid 
indirect  taxation  in  proportion  to  his 
expenditure.  How  much  of  the  wine 
duties  were  contributed  by  the  classes 
which  did  not  come  within  the  circle 


of  the  income-tax  ?  At  any  rate  they 
did  not  pay  as  much  of  these  duties  as 
he  would  wish.  If  he  thought  that  by 
raising  the  wine  duties  he  should  get 
more  money,  he  certainly  would  have 
made  the  proposal  in  his  Budget. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  any  further 
rise  in  the  duties  on  wines  would, 
by  decreasing  the  consumption,  result 
in  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  Exchequer. 
It  is  by  no  means  a  pleasant  duty  to  have 
to  impose  new  taxation.  I  am  not  in- 
sensible as  to  what  is  to  be  said  against  an 
increase  in  the  tea  duty.  But  it  is  not 
to  the  tea  duty  alone  that  hon.  Members 
opposite  object.  Every  tax  comes  under 
their  censure.  Earlier  in  the  sitting  the 
beer  and  spirit  duties  were  described  as 
an  irreparable  injury  to  the  poor.  Thre  . 
years  ago  it  was  said  that  the  sugar  duty 
was  a  tax  on  the  poorest  of  the  poor. 
Two  years  ago  it  was  complained  that 
the  corn  duty  was  even  worse  than  the 
tax  on  sugar.  To-night  we  are  told  that 
the  tax  on  tea  has  nothing  to  recommend 
it  over  the  tax  on  corn.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Islington  has  said,  "  Tea  is  just 
as  important  to  the  poor  as  bread." 
I  remember  another  Member  of  this  House 
was  taken  to  task  for  having  suggested 
that  tea  might  be  as  important  an  item  iu 
the  budget  of  the  poor  as  bread.  There 
is  one  observation  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Islington  to  which  I  must  take  strong 
objection.  The  hon.  Member  has  said  that 
I,  at  the  instigation  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Bristol,  have 
charged  tea  dealers  with  cheating  or 
chiselling  the  revenue.  I  never  made 
any  suggestion  of  improper  conduct 
against  any  gentleman  in  the  tea  trade. 
All  I  said  in  reply  to  the  Member  for 
West  Bristol  was  that  tea  lends  itself  to 
forestalment,  and  that  on  this  occasion  I 
had  been  fortunate  in  preventing  any 
forestalment,  as  I  had  taken  precautions 
which  would  make  it  difficult  for  the 
trade  to  bold  back  the  tea  duty  by 
making  it  end  in  August  instead  of  the 
end  of  the  financial  year.  No  impu- 
tation could  be  cast  on  any  one  if  they, 
knowing  that  a  tax  tvas  to  be  imposed, 
withdrew  tea  from  bond.  It  is  a  mere 
business  matter,  and  the  process  is  one 
which  the  hon.  Member  opposite  would 
have  pursued  if  he  had  obtained  the 
information.  But  there  would  have 
been  nothing  dishonest  in  the  matter. 
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.«d  there  is  no  aspersion  on  the  trade,  than  myself  as  to  the  capacity  of  our 
^u  .^ll'ion  VenerallV  used  by  the  people  to  consume  tea.  I  do  not  venture 
The  expression  ge>^e«aiy  use      oy  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  peat  increase  m 

trade  is  that  **!« ,  .^f  *°°f  "°5  "  ^^  the  consumption  of  tea  in  this  countTT 
Exchequer  has  caught  us  napping.    One    tj  P        .^    ^^^  .^  ^  ^^j 

StU'^eart  L'e^asloiif  tot '  tions  are.realLd  nobody .  will  he  l.t. 
an  increased  duty  lie  would  have  with- 
drawn thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  tea, 
and  the  trade  could  have  withdrawn 
milUons  of  pounds  worth  in  a  short  time. 
In  desiring  to  get  revenue  it  is  desirable 
that  there  should  be  no  great  fore- 
stalment   of  the   duty. 


pleased  than  myself.  I  treat  this  tax  as 
one  affecting  both  rich  and  poor  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Ireland.  It  is  not 
lightly  that  I  ask  the  Committee  to  add 
to  a  burden  which  falls  upon  the  poor, 
but  no  small  part  of  our  expenditure  is 
directly  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  and 
the  rest  of  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  rich  and 
poor  alike.  It  is  with  the  mass  of  the 
people  that  political  power  rests,  and 
the    consideration     of     what    the  taxes 


After  all,  the  serious  question  is,  what 
efiect  is  this  tax  going  to  have  upon  con- 
sumption-is is    really  going    to   J«  *   ^^v;";;^^^^;"^^^^^^^ 

check?     ^-i^.^r^^o^'^n^^^^                 the%2tionofwho   has  c^trol  of  ex- 
spoken  to-night  have complamea  at  least  .^  .   ,  , i.:»i.;.: 

M  bitterly  of  the  increase  made  by  the 
hon  Member  for  West  Bristol  when  he 
was'chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  What 
has  happened?  Has  the  consumption 
fallen  in  the  past?  I  will  not  take  a 
single  year,  for  with  regard  to  a  particular 
veM  charges  might  have  been  anticipated . 
1  will  take  a  series  of  three  years  In  18o9- 
(U  the  average  consumption  of  tea  per 
head  of   the  population  was  2-685  lbs., 


penditure  and  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
incurred.  Taking  these  considerations 
into  account,  it  is  not  unfair  to  make  this 
addition  to  indirect  taxation  having 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  year, 
and  I  do  not  think  I  could  have  made  a 
wiser  or  fairer  proposal  than  this  increase 
on  the  tea  duty. 

Mr.     SYDNEY     BUXTON     (Tower 


head  of   the  P^P^^^*^^^,.^^\:/^JJ''"^  .  Hamlets,    Poplar)    said    he    understood 
in  1871-73  the  consumption  had  nsen  to    ^^^^  .^    >^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  3^,  ,{ 


4-01-  in  1892-94  it  was  5*45;  in  1898- 
1900'it  was  5-95 ;  and  in  1901-3,  since  the 
new  tax  was  imposed,  it  was  6*03  lbs. 
per  head  of  the  population  The  con- 
sumption of  tea,  therefore,  has  steadily 
increased  over  periods  of  three  years 
throughout  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years. 
Now  let  us  look  at  other  countries.  The 
consumption  of  tea  per  head  of  popula 


that  if  all  the  Members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  had  voted  against  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  last  division,  the  Government 
would  have  been  defeated.  Although  ke 
for  one  believed  th-xt  the  income-tax 
ought  to  remain,  he  thought  they  could  do 
without  it  rather  than  with  the  present 
Government.  On  the  question  oim 
tea  duty  the   Opposition  were  agreed. 


consumption  of  ^ea  per  head  of  popula- [  ^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
tion  is  0-2  in  Germany,  ^J^  J^%^3  i  pointed  out  that  there  had  been  no 
0-42  in  Belgium,  ^^^,,^^J^^.  ^^^^  off    in  the  consumption  of  tea 

States,  and  6-08  m  the  Umted  Kingdom.  \  ^^.  K  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  .^^^^^^  ^j  ^^^  d,tT. 
These  figures  are  in  correction  of  the  ^^  6^^^^  ^^^  estimate  whether  there 
statements     of    the    hon.   ^ember    lor    ^^^^^  ^^  ^^         ^^  .^  consequence 

IsUngton,  and  they  are  subject  to  ex-  proposal,  but  if  there  was 

planation  in  consequence  of  the  habits  I  P^^^    ^P^^F    ^^     ^    considerable 

of    the  people  m  reference  to  th^  co^"  .  addition  to  the  privations  of  the  poorest 

classes.  It  would  practically  depn>e 
them  of  tea  on  one  day  of  the  week.  Be 
agreed  that  at  the  present  rate  oi 
expenditure  it  was  necessary  to  put  lai^ 


oi    wc   people 

sumption  of  coffee  and  other  articles. 

Mr.  lough  :    I  do  not  differ  from 
you  regarding  tea. 


taxes  on  the    indirect  taxpayer.     The 
object  the  Opposition  had  in  view  was 


Mr.    AUSTEN    CHAMBERLAIN 
Then  we  »"J^»J*gj;^^,^*  tere  W  '  ^"  rT^ert  ioThV'position  they  were 
SS^tB^^te'd^dlndSlnot  many  yea«  ago    -b^  J W  '^J 
aitisiacioniy  II    p  reduced  I  getting  near  a  free  breakfast  tab.e,  aw 

rr'addS  now  ;4s^.     The  hon.  '  L  ho|ed  that  before  long  puW.c  J.o^ 
Member  for.  Islington  irmore  sanguine   regarding  expenditure  would  so  advance 
Mr.  Attsten  Chamhert-ain. 
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as  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  The  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  proposing 
to  add  £2,000,000  of  taxation  to  a 
necessity  of  life  especially  for  the  poorer 
classes.  During  the  past  three  or  four 
years  they  had  added  a  burden  of 
£9,000,000  by  the  imposition  of  the  tea, 
tobacco,  and  sugar  duties^  and  during  the 
past  five  years  they  had  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  indirect  taxpayers 
£40,000,000  sterling.  That  ought  to  give 
them  pause.  If  the  Government  thought 
it  necessary  to  obtain  this  additional 
revenue,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
instead  of  putting  an  extra  tax  on  tea, 
should  have  put  an  additional  penny  on 
the  income-tax. 


♦Mr.  crooks  (Woolwich)  had  listened 
with  considerable  interest  to  the  speech 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for 
his  reply  to  the  criticisms  was  an  apology 
for  not  taxing  those  who  could  afford  to 
pay.  Why  did  he  raise  the  question  of 
wines?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
<5bequer  said  that  if  he  thought  he  was 
likely  to  get  a  little  more  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  taxed  wine.  He  did  not 
attempt  to  do  so  because  he  was  not 
likely  to  get  much  out  of  it,  for  the  poor 
did  not  drink  wine.  Rich  people  drank 
wine,  and  wanted  quality,  and  there 
<^ould  be  no  attempt  to  manipulate  wine. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  the 
^consumption  of  tea  would  be  the  same  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past,  but  he  said 
nothing  about  the  quality.  Why  should 
the  poor  always  be  compelled,  if  they 
wanted  to  drink,  to  drink  muck  ?  Why 
did  he  not  have  some  consideration  to 
a  man*s  limited  income.  The  eight- 
penny  tax  on  tea  would  mean  4s. 
a  year,  taking  the  consumption  at  6  lbs. 
per  head  of  the  population.  That  was  a 
tall  order  out  of  a  small  income.  The 
fact  remained  that  the  tax  on  tea  fell 
disproportionately  on  the  poor.  There  was 
a  lot  of  talk  about  the  amount  the 
rich  man  had  to  pay,  but  he  had  the 
Tnoney  with  which  to  pay.  He  knew 
many  a  working  man  who  looked  at  the 
papjBT  to  see  the  speeches  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  the  Budget, 
and  then  examined  his  own  exche- 
quer to  consider  whether  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  invest  a  halfpenny  to  see 


what  went  on  in  Parliament  or  whether 
he  should  keep  the  halfpenny  to  buy  a 
cup  of  coffee  to  keep  himself  warm  when 
he  went  to  work  in  the  morning.  No 
doubt  it  represented  a  small  sum,  but  it 
represented  all  the  difference  between 
having  and  going  without.  If  Members 
of  the  House  could  live  the  lives  of 
some  of  these  people,  they  would  soon 
compel  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  bring  in  a  revolutionary  Budget. 
A  duty  of  8d.  per  lb.  on  tea  sold  to  the 
consumer  at  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  was  a  serious 
matter  and  must  have  serious  effects  on 
the  quality.  He  doubted  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  run  the 
risk  of  drinking  it,  but  the  poorest  of  the 
poor  had  to  drink  it  or  go  without. 
Whep  they  imposed  these  heavy  duties 
they  took  it  out  of  the  poor  man  in 
quality.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say  that 
a  little  bit  was  being  taken  off  the 
millionaire  at  the  same  time,  but  he  did 
not  think  that  fact  would  be  any  cheer- 
ing consolation  to  the  working  man. 
The  Government  had  better  by  far  have 
put  a  penny  extra  on  the  income-tax. 
The  people  who  paid  income-tax  could 
afford  it.  When  money  was  to  be  raised 
it  was  always  the  poor  who  were  to  be 
taxed.  Why?  Because  they  did  not 
grumble.  They  were  not  heard  in  the 
House  of  Commons  because  they  had  no 
votes.  If  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
would  substitute  an  increase  of  the 
income-tax  for  this  tea  duty,  the  popu- 
larity of  Birmingham  would  co  up  at 
least  50  per  cent. 


Mr.  O'MALLET  (Galway,  Connemara) 
said  he  also  desired  to  enter  his  protest 
against  this  tax.  It  would  press  most 
heavily  on  his  constituency  and  on  the 
people  in  the  West  of  Ireland  generally. 
They  were  all  very  poor  there.  Thirt} 
or  forty  years  ago  a  tax  upon  tea  would 
have  made  no  difference  to  the  people 
in  the  West  of  Ireland,  for  in  those 
days  tea  was  a  luxury  drunk  only  by 
the  better  class  of  people .  But  now  it  had 
become  an  absolute  necessity;  it  was 
practically  an  article  of  food,  of  which 
they  partook  morning,  afternoon,  and 
evening.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer— was  it 
fair  that  these   people,    struggling    for 
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existence,  and  always  in  a  chronic  state 
of  poverty,  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
this  additional  tax.  They  had  no 
responsibility  for  the  extravagance 
*  which  had  led  to  the  need  for  increased 
taxation;  they  were  not  responsible  for 
the  additional  expenditure  on  the  Army 
and  Navy.  On  the  contrary,  they  were 
absolutely  opposed  to  it,  and  therefore 
they  were  entitled  to  object  to  this  extra 
duty  on  what  was  practically  a  necessity 
of  life. 

♦Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow) 
said  the  necessity  for  imposing  the  extra 
duty  on  tea  was  entirely  the  fault  of 
those  gentlemen  who  were  so  tied  down 
to  the  rotten  system  of  what  they  were 
pleased  to  call  free  trade  that  they  had 
bullied  the  (Government  into  promising 
that  they  would  do  nothing  in  the  way 
of  taxation,  for  the  present,  at  any  rate, 
which  could  possibly  help  either  our 
own  Colonies  or  our  own  working  men. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  not  have  had  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  raising  the  money 
without  affecting  the  poor.  At  the 
same  time,  speaking  personally,  he  would 
much  rather  have  had  another  penny 
put  on  the  income-tax  than  the  extra 
twopence  on  tea. 

♦Mb.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
tea  was  now  becoming  a  popular  institu- 
tion throughout  the  whole  world.  This 
extra  duty  of  2d.  would  be  very  keenly 
felt  by  the  poorer  working  classes  who 
had  for  years  been  able  to  get  a  very  good 
tea  for  Id.  per  oz.  Now  they  would  only 
be  able  to  get  tea  of  poor  quality  at 
that  price.  Why  had  not  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  sought  to  raise  the 
money  in  other  directions?  Why  had 
he  not  put  a  tax  on  the  deer  forests? 

Mr.  O'MalUy. 


Thus  he  might  hare  made  the  million- 
aires find  the  necessary  money.  He 
might,  too,  hare  taxed  the  salmon  fishings 
and  thus  have  relieved  the  thousands  of 
suffering  poor. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,   tiie  Debate 
stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


PRIVATE  LBOIBLATION  PROCBDUBB 
(WALES)    BILL    (SELECT    COMMTTTBE). 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee 

on    the  Private  Legislation    Procedure 

(Wales)  Bill  do  consist  of  Eleven  Members. 

The  Committee  was  aocordingly 
nominated  of  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  Vanghan- 
Davies,  Mr.  John  Ellis,  Mr.  Henry  Hob- 
house,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones, 
Mr.  William  Redmond,  Mr.  Parker  Smitii, 
Mr.  Eugene  Wason,  Mr.  Worsley-Tayior, 
and  (Dolonel  Wyndham-Quin. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  five  be  the  qaomm. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Committee  that  (before  going  through 
the  Bill)  they  shall  inquire  and  report 
upon  the  working  in  Scotland,  under  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  1899,  of  the  scheme  proposed  in  the 
Bill,  and  upon  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  with  or 
without  modifications,  to  other  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom. — (Sir  A.  Aeland- 
Hood.) 

Adjourned  at  seven  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'dook. 
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The  HoiiBe  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


UNOPPOSED  PRIVATE  BILL 
BUSINESS. 

New   Zealand   lioan   and    Mercantile 
Agency  Company  Bill  [Lords].    Read  the 
,  third  time,  and  passed,  without  Amend- 
I  ment. 

Barry  Railway  (Extension  of  Time, 
j  etc.)  Bill  [Lords].  Considered ;  to  be  read 
:  the  third  time. 

London  County  Council  (Money)  Bill. 
I  Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Strabane,  Raphoe,  and  Convoy  Rail- 
way Bill.  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

PRIVATB  BILLS  (GROUP  P). 
Sir  Joseph  Lbesb  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  F  of  Private  Bills ; 
That  Mr.  Platt-Higgins,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  Committee,  was  not 
present  during  the  sitting  of  the  Com- 
mittee this  day. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Poor  Law)  Bill.  Reported,  without 
Amendment  [Provisional  Order  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BiU  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


"§  Plymouth  Corporation  Bill.  Reported, 
'^  with  Amendments;  Report  to  lie  upon 
^  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Surrey  Commercial  Dock  Bill;  Hudders- 
fieki  Corporation  Act,  1902  (Amendment) 
Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with  Amendments; 
Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 

LIGENOES  (RENEWAI.). 
Petitions  against  alteration  of  Law; 
from  Killyleaghj  Carlisle  (two);  Nant- 
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wich;  Teddington;  Croydon ;  Southamp- 
ton; Bolton;  Reading;  Stockton-on- 
Tees;  Haslingden;  Windsor;  Nanty- 
ffynllon  Maesteg (two) ;  Garth;  B-\nbury; 
Southall;  Port  Tennant;  Westminster; 
Wandsworth;  Dover;  Newbury;  and 
Lewisham  (two);  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

UCENSING  BHJ^ 
Petitions    against;     from    Patrioroft 
(two) ;     Southend-on-Sea ;     Famworth ; 
Pontyberem;  Eccles;  and    Gwynfe;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL 

Petition  from  Croydon,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

REVAOCINATION  BILL. 
Petition  from  Bury,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EDUCATIONJSCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Copy  presented,  of  Return  showing  (1) 
the  proposed  new  School  Board  Districts, 
the  existing  School  Board  Districts  com- 
prised therein,  with  the  Population,  the 
number  of  Public  and  Voluntary  Schools 
on  the  Annual  Grant  List,  and  the  Aver- 
age Attendance  of  Scholars  in  these 
Schools ;  and  (2)  the  Area,  Population, 
and  Valuation  of  proposed  new  School 
Board  Districts  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EXCHEQUER  BALANCES. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  26th  April;  Mr.  McCrae];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  143.] 

PUBLIC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Account  presented,  of  the  Gross  Public 
Income  and  Expenditure  in  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1904,  together  with 
the  Balances  in  the  Exchequer  at  the 
commencement  and  at  the  termination  of 
the  year,  and  the  amounts  received  into 
or  issued  from  the  Exchequer  in  respect 
of  Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt  created 
or  redeemed  in  the  said  year  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  144.] 
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TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 

Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 

3146  and  3147  [by  Command] ;    to  lie 

upon  the  Table. 


Questions, 


PUBLIC  REVENUE  (INTERCEPTION). 
Return  ordered, "  of  the  amounts  of  all 
Public  Revenue  derived  from  taxes  levied 
by  Parliament,  and  from  any  other 
sources,  which  are  not  paid  into  His 
Majesty's  Exchequer,  for  the  years 
1901-2, 1902^3, 1903-4,  «yith  the  totals  in 
each  case  (in  continuation  of  Parha- 
mentary  Paper,  No.  148,  of  Session 
1902)."— (Mr.  Gibs<m  Bowles,) 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Statistical  Tables 
relating  to  Emigration  and  Immigration 
from  and  into  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  year  1903,  and  Report  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  thereon."— (Mr.  Oerald  Balfour.) 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 


Supply  of  Stationery  for  Irish  Public 
Offices. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  state  the  average  annual 
amount  for  the  last  ten  years  paid  out  of 
the  Vote  for  Stationery  and  Printing  for 
the  supply  of  various  Irish  oflftces  in 
Dublin;  the  names  of  the  contractors 
who  furnished  this  supply;  and  the 
amounts  paid  to  each. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.) 
The  average  annual  amount  is  £40,379. 
The  following  are  among  the  most  im- 
portant firms  who  have  during  the  ten 
years  either  executed  work  or  furnished 
supplies  for  Irish  offices : — A.  Thorn  and 
Co.;  Cahill  and  Co.;  Browne  and  Nolan; 
J.  Falconer;  Hely's,  Limited;  A.  Arm- 
strong and  Co. ;  Hodges,  Figgis,  and  Co. ; 
E.  Ponsonby;  J.  Duffy  and  Co.;  Mrs. 
Davidson;  J.  McDonnel  and  Co.;  all  of 
Dublin;  W.  and  G.  Baird,  of  Belfast; 
Quinnell  and  Sons,  of  Tralee.  A  com- 
plete list  of  all  contractors  from  whom 
supplies  have  been  received,  for  Irish  as 
distinguished  from  other  services,  could 
not  be  given,  even  for  one  }  ear,  without 
considerable  labour.    The  average  amount 


paid  to  each  for  the  ten  years  could  not 
now  be  exactly  ascertained,  the  recoids 
of  detail  for  the  earlier  years  being  no 
longer  in  existence. 

Unclaimed  n^idends  u»d  BalaacM. 

Sir  JOHN  LENQ  (Dundee) :  To  ask 
Mr.  (Sianoellor  of  the  Exchequer  what 
will  be  the  total  amount  of  unclaimed 
dividends  on  Grovernment  stocks,  after 
deducting  the  £1,000,000  appropriated 
according  to  his  Budget  statement,  and 
the  amount  in  each  class  of  stock ;  what 
are  the  unclaimed  balances  in  the  Post 
Office  savings  banks  and  trustee  savings 
banks;  and  what  methods,  if  any,  are 
adopted  to  inform  the  holders  of  un- 
claimed dividends  and  balances,  or  those 
entitled  to  them,  of  their  existence. 

(Answeredby  Mr.  AusUn  Chamberlain.) 
The  balance  of  stock  remaining  on  the 
Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,  after  de- 
ducting £1,000,000  cash  appropriated 
according  to  the  Budget  statement,  will 
be  about  £700,000.  I  am  unable  at 
present  to  say  what  amount  of  Consols 
and  2^  per  cent,  annuities  respectively 
will  remain  after  providing  this  £1 ,000,000 
in  cash,  since  that  must  depend  on  the 
amounts  of  the  respective  stocks  which 
may  be  most  advantageous  to  realise 
under  the  circumstances.  The  amount 
of  unclaimed  balances  in  the  trustee  and 
Post  Office  savings  banks  cannot  be  given. 
The  banks,  of  course,  continue  liable  in 
respect  of  the  deposits  without  limit  of 
time.  I  do  not  believe  that  an  examina- 
tion of  the  many  millions  of  accounts 
would  show  that  any  large  amount  of 
money  remains  unclaimed ;  it  would  give 
enormous  trouble,  and  entail  expense  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  result  which 
would  be  obtained.  Before  imclaimed 
stocks  and  dividends  are  transferred  to 
the  National  Debt  Commissioners  everj 
effort  is  made  by  the  Bank  of  England 
to  trace  the  stockholders. 

Joint  Stock  Banks— Undauned  Dividends 
and  Balances. 

Sm  JOHN  LENG :  To  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  any 
estimate  has  been  made,  and  can  be 
given,  of  the  amount  of  unclaimed 
dividends  and  balances  in  the  joint  stock 
banks  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


(Armpered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
There    is    no    information    before    the 
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Treasury  on  which  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  unclaimed  dividends 
and  balances  in  the  joint  stock  banks  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Yield  of  Direct  and  Indirect  Taxation. 

Mr.  TOULMIN  (Bury,   Lancashire): 
To  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


if  he  will  state  the  jrield  for  the  year 
1903-4  of  each  direct  and  indirect  tax 
separately  in  such  a  way  as  to  indicate 
the  method  of  classification. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr,  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
Approximate  net  receipts  in  1903-4  (in- 
cluding local  taxation  revenue,  but  ex- 
cluding the  proceeds  of  the  coal  duty) : — 


Classified  as  Indirect. 

Classified  as  Direct. 

£ 

£ 

Customs : — 

Excise  :— 

Corn     . 

100,000 

Licences,  etc. 

4,716,000 

Coffee,  etc.    . 

520,000 

Estate  Duty 

17.196,000 

Dried  Fruits 

460,000 

Stamps               ^ 

7,500,000 

Spirits 

4,648,000 

Land  Tax   . 

725,000 

Sugar  . 

5,710,000 

Inhabited  House  Duty 

.      1,925,000 

Tea       .        .        . 

.      6,595,000 

Income-Tax 

30,800,0CO 

Tobacco 

.     12,560,000 

Wine    . 

.      1,330,000 

Other  Customs 

80,000 

Excise : — 

• 

Beer     . 

.    13,541,000 

Spirits 

.    18,609,000 

GIUCOBO 

80,000 

Total       . 

Total     . 

64,233,000 

62,862,000 

Onstonui  and  Excise  Duties. 
Major  COATES  (Lewisham) :  To  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he 
will  state  what  sum  of  money  has  been 
received  by  His  Majesty's  Exchequer  in 
each  year  since  the  18th  April,  1890,  in 
respect  of  the  local  taxation  (Customs 
and  Excise)  duties  levied  by  Sections  6 
and  7  of  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue 
Act,  1890,  specifying  the  amounts  of  the 
annual  division  of  those  duties  between 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  re- 
spectively. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  duties  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  are  not  received  into  the  Exchequer 
but  are  paid  over  by  the  collecting  De- 
partments direct  to  the  local  taxation 
accounts.  Full  particulars  of  the  amounts 
collected  under  each  head  of  duty  and  of 
the  amounts  allocated  to  the  respective 
local  taxation  accounts  are  given  annually 
i  n  the  finance  accounts.  The  latest  figures 
will  i)eiound  on  pp.  106  and  107  of  the 
Finance  Accounts  for  1902-3.  i 


Return  in  continnation  of  White  Paper 
No.  156i  of  1902. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS -OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire): To  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  if  he  will  give  a  Return 
in  continuation  of  White  Paper,  No.  155, 
of  24th  April,  1902. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain.) 
The  Return  in  question  was  continued 
to  the  close  of  the  war  in  the  House  of 
Commons  Paper  No.  130,  of  1903. 

Post  Office   Savinfs  Bank— Transfer  of 
Ooremment  Stock  to  Bank  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  FIELD :  To  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  can  state  under  what 
Act  of  Parliament  the  regulations  of  the 
Post  Office  Savings  Bank  for  the  transfer 
of  Government  stock  to  the  Bank  of 
England  are  framed;  and  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  render  possible  the 
transfer  of  such  stock  to  the  Bank  of 
Ireland. 

(Answered  by  Lord  Stanley. )    The  regu- 
lations to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
2  Y  2 
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wne  formed  under  Tlie  Savings  Bank 
Act,  1880  (43  and  44  Vic.  cap.  36) 
and  The  Savings  Bank  Act,  1887  (60  and 
51  Vio.  cap  40).  Transfers  of  Govern- 
ment Stock  from  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank  to  the  books  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
could  not  be  made  without  an  alteration 
in  the  regulations.  I  am  quite  ready  to 
consider  any  evidence  that  such  an 
alteration  is  required ;  but,  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained,  the  number  of  Irish 
depositors  who  would  be  likely  to  make 
use  of  any  facilities  of  this  nature  that 
might  be  granted  is  exceedingly  small. 

Ck>rporal  Punishment  in  Poor  Law 
InsUtntionB. 
Sib  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire. 
Ilkeston):  To  ask  the  ^President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  case  of 
flogging  at  the  Cottage  Homes  at  Wednes- 
field,  in  which  the  medical  officer 
described  the  back  of  the  boy  as  covered 
with  weak  and  abrasions  from  the  nape 
of  the  neck  to  the  back  of  the  knees ; 
whether  he  can  state  the  character  of 
the  birch  rod  used,  and  if  it  was  of  the 
regulation  pattern  and  weight;  and 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
such  punishments  being  inflicted  on 
young  persons  in  Poor  Law  institutions 
in  future. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  this  case  and 
I  have  communicated  with  the  guardians 
of  the  Wolverhampton  Union  with 
respect  to  it.  The  Cottage  Homes  Com- 
mittee of  the  guardians  have  investigated 
the  matter,  and  I  tmderstand  that  at 
the  inquiry  held  by  them  the  poUce 
medicdl  officer,  acting  for  the  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 
described  the  condition  of  the  boy's 
back  in  the  sense  stated  in  the  Question. 
I  am  informed  that  the  birch  used  was 
similar  to  that  used  by  the  police  and 
that  the  weight  of  the  instrument  is  four 
and  a  half  ounces.  The  regulations  made 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  with 
respect  to  these  homes,  whilst  allowing 
corporal  punishment  in  the  case  of  boys, 
provide  that  no  punishment  shall  be 
inflicted  with  any  instrument  which  has 
not  been  approved  by  the  guardians  or 
the  committee,  but  it  would  seem  that 
there  is  no  record  of  the  approval  having 
been  given  to  the  birch  used  in  the  present 


instance.  The  guardians  have  censured 
the  officer  bv  whom  the  punishment  was 
given,  and  have  adopted  the  report  of 
the  committee,  which  recommends  thai 
the  use  of  the  birch  as  an  instrument  of 
punishment  shall  be  abolished,  and  which 
contains  other  suggestions  with  a  ^iew 
to  preventing  excessive  chastisement  in 
future.  The  action  taken  by  them  wiL, 
I  hope,  have  the  effeot  desired. 

Metropolitan  Police— Extra  Pensions  lor 
Spedal  Service. 
Mr.  CLAUDE  HAY  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  Sute 
for  the  Home  Department  whether,  in 
the  case  of  three  ex-superintendents  of 
the  A  Division  now  receiving  pensions  in 
respect  of  special  allowances  of  £75  per 
annum,  and  in  the  case  of  ex-inspectora 
formerly  employed  in  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  and  the  various  Palaces,  also 
pensioned  on  their  extra  allowances,  steps 
were  taken  by  the  authorities  to  con- 
stitute these  allowances  pay;  whether 
such  allowanced' were  certified  in  adyanee 
as  pay  by  the  Home  Secretary ;  and,  if  the 
extra  allowances  to  the  superior  officers 
were  so  certified  to  be  pay,  will  he  ex- 
plain why  similar  allowances  to  the 
ordinary  consUbles  were  not  also  certified 
as  pay  so  as  also  to  become  pensionable. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  8e<^etary  Ahen- 
Douglas.)  The  Superintendent  of  the  A 
Division  receives  £50  a  year  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  pay  of  his  rank,  and  he 
is  also  in  receipt  of  one  of  the  "good 
service  allowanoes"  of  £25  a  year  men 
tioned  in  the  answer  given  by  me  to  my 
hon.  friend  on  Monday.t  Both  these 
sums" were  jpmted  as  additional  pay,  and 
rateable  deductions  for  the  superannua- 
tion fund  are  levied  on  them.  Extn 
pay  of  this  nature  is  not  drawn  by  any 
officer  of  the  rank  of  constable,  ^o 
inspector  employed  at  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  or  at  a  Eoyal  Palace  has  been 
pensioned  on  his  extra  allowance. 

Imperial  Teomanry  Traininff-Uie  of 
Motor  Oydea. 

Ma.  ALLHUSEN  (Hackney,  Central): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  sanction  the  use  of 
a  limited  number  of  motor  cycles 
in  lieu  of  horses  for  despatch  carry- 
ing,  orderly  work,  and  other  purposes 

t  See  page  1033 
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by  Imperial  Yeomanry  regiments  dur- 
ing their  annual  training;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  owners  will  be  permitted  to 
draw  the  equivalent  of  the  existing  horse 
and  forage  allowances. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnold- 
Forsier.)  Provided  that  the  proper 
training  of  Yeomanry  in  the  use  of  horses 
is  not  in  any  way  interfered  with  there 
would  not  appear  to  be  any  objection  to 
the  use  of  a  very  limited  number  of 
motor  cycles  in  the  manner  suggested. 
The  grant,  however,  of  allowances  as 
proposed  in  the  second  part  of  the 
Question  cannot  be  sanctioned. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

8oQthami»ton  Military  Disturbance. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  seeing  that  the  draft  of 
soldiers  overpowered  by  the  police  at 
Southampton  on  Friday  last  were  men 
enlisted  for  three  years  only,  he  will  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  desisting  from 
sending  such  men  to  India,  as  their 
foreign  service  must  necessarily  be  short 
and  the  expense  to  the  taxpayer  great. 

The  secretary  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Abnold-Forsteb,  Belfast, 
W.) :  As  the  present  trooping  season  is 
over  the  question  of  the  desirability  of 
sending  three-years  men  to  India  cannot 
arise  until  the  next  trooping  season,  and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  now  whether 
such  a  contingency^  is  likely  to  recur. 

British  Indian  Traders  in  East  London, 
South  Africa. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
6REE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  has  received  any  reply  to 
his  telegram  calling  for  information  as 
regards  the  order  of  the  town  council  of 
Eaist  London,  requiring  British  Indian 
tradespeople  and  storekeepers  to  vacate 
the  town  in  fourteen  days ;  and  will  he 
state  what  further  steps  he  has  taken  to 
prohibit  the  enforcement  of  the  order. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  War- 
wick and  liCamington) :  The  Governor 


has  replied  that  Ministers  inform  him 
that  special  and  urgent  inquiry  has  been 
instituted,  the  result  of  wluch  will  be  at 
once  communicated  to  him.  Ministers 
explain  that  the  Municipal  Council  of 
East  London  is  taking  action  under  a 
regulation  framed  under  Sub-section  30 
of  Section  5  of  the  Cape  Act,  No.  11,  of 
1895,  and  state  that  they  will  not  sup- 
port any  arbitrary  or  unreasonable  in- 
terpretation of  the  regulation  on  the 
part  of  the  municipality,  whose  powers 
m  this  matter  are  limitcKl  by  the  proviso 
to  Section  5  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
Will  these  tradesmen  be  expelled  in  the 
meantime  ? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  answer  that  Question;  but  I 
should  imagine  that  in  the  meantime 
they  will  not  be  expelled. 

Captain  NORTON:  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  agreed  to  the  order  or 
not? 


Mr.  LYTTELTON 
required. 


No  sanction  is 


The  Chinese  Government  and  the  Trans- 
vaal Labour  Ordinance. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  negotiations  with  the 
Chinese  Government  relative  to  the 
Transvaal  Labour  Ordinance  are  now 
concluded;  whether  the  exportation  of 
labourers  from  China  under  the  Ordinance 
has  begun;  and  what  number  are  likely 
to  reach  the  Transvaal  during  the 
months  of  May  and  June. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  The  negotiations 
are  practically  concluded,  but  the  Con- 
vention is  not  yet  signed  and  the  exporta- 
tion of  labourers  has  not  begun.  I  am 
unable  to  say  what  number  will  arrive  in 
any  particular  month. 

Gilbert  Islands. 
Mr.  CATHCART  WASON  (Orkney 
and  Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  say 
when  the  inquiry  into  alleged  cases  of 
injustice  and  maladministration  in  the 
Gilbert  Islands  was  held;  by  whom  it 
was  held ;  and  if  he  will  lay  a  Report  of 
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the  proceedings    on  the  Table    of  the 
House. 

Mr.  LYTTLBTON:  I  can  only  refer 
the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer  given  to 
his  previous  Question  of  the  14th  Febru- 
ary, 1902.t  I  see  no  reason  for  laying 
the  Report  of  the  proceedings  on  the 
Table  of  the  House,  but  the  hon.  Member 
is  at  liberty  to  see  it  if  he  wishes. 

Mr.  CATHCART  WASON:  Has  there 
been  any  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  Yes. 

Grown  Agents'  Ck>mmission. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR  (Liverpool, 
East  Toxteth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  can  now 
state  the  total  business  handled  by  the 
Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies  in  the  year 
1903  (including  Joans),  the  total  commis- 
sion charged,  and  the  separate  total 
debited  and  commission  charged  to  each 
colony  and  protectorate. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON :  The  information 
for  which  my  hon.  friend  asks  was 
promised  in  the  Answer  which  I  gave  to 
his  Question  on  the  12th  April.  I  A  state- 
ment giving  the  information  is  in  course 
of  preparation,  but  as  very  large  masses 
of  figures  have  to  be  dealt  with,  it  will 
not  be  ready  for  a  few  days.  Mean- 
while, as  it  will  be  impossible  to  give 
so  lengthy  and  complicated  a  document 
in  the  form  of  an  oral  reply  to  a  Question, 
I  would  suggest  to  my  hon.  friend  that 
he  should  move  for  it  as  a  Return. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR:  Do  I  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  willing 
to  give  a  Return  for  previous  years  ? 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  The  labour  is 
very  great,  and  I  am  willing  to  give  a 
Return  for  a  reasonable  number  of  years, 
say  three  or  five. 


Mr.  AUSTIN  TAYLOR : 
quinquennial  period. 


Let  it  be  a 


Smnggllng  of  Anns  on  the  Arabian  Ooast. 

Mr.   SWIFT    MACNEILL    (Donegal, 

S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 

tSee  (4)  Debates,  ciii.,  40. 
t  See  page  18. 


Board  of  Trade  wheUiec  inqmriac  are 
being  made  as  to  the  places  of  origin, 
shipment,  and  intended  destination  of  a 
number  of  rifles  f  oond  amongst  bags  of 
rice  at  Makalen,  on  the  sooth-east  coast 
of  Arabia,  recently  seised  there  by  tiie 
Indian  marine  steamer  '*  Dalhonsie.** 

The  SBCRBPARY  of  STATB  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guild- 
ford): I  have  no  information  as  to  a 
seizure  of  arms  at  Makalla  by  tiie 
**  Dalhousie,**  except  what  I  haTo  seoi 
in  the  newspaper;.  The  Crovemment  of 
India  will  be  asked  to  furnish  a  report. 

Coopers  Hill  Engineering  CoUoffe. 
Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  has  arrived  at  any 
decision  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  as  to  the  necessity  or 
otherwise  of  maintaining  any  longer  the 
Royal  Indian  Engineering  CoU^e  at 
Coopers  Hill;  whether  his  Council  is 
unanimously  in  favour  of  continuing  it,  or 
any  members  dissent ;  and  whether,  if  it 
is  decided  to  maintain  the  institati^m. 
will  he  issue  instructions  for  the  entire 
removal  of  the  restrictions  which  at 
present  limit  the  admission  ot  the  natives 
of  India  to  the  coUege  and  their  full 
enjoyment  of  its  privileges. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  propose  shortly 
to  lay  Papers  on  the  Table  relating  to 
the  question  of  the  further  maintenance 
of  Coopers  Hill  College,  inclading  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  which  sat  last 
year.  In  consequence  of  the  strong 
recommendation  of  that  Committee  and 
the  evidence  brought  before  them  that 
efficient  candidates  for  the  Public  Works 
Department  in  India  can  be  provided  by 
other  engineering  coUeges  at  a  less  cost 
to  the  candidates  and  to  the  Indian 
Oovemment,  it  has  been  decided  to  close 
the  college.  No  decision,  however,  has 
yet  been  arrived  at  as  to  the  date  of 
closing,  and  all  possible  consideration 
will  be  shown  to  those  concerned. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
6REE :  Did  any  members  of  the  Council 
dissent  from  the  decision  ? 

Mr.  BRODRICK  was  understood  to 
reply  in  the  negative. 
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rweedmouth  Committee  and  Sorters' 
Duties. 

Captain  NORTON:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  if  he  is 
aware  that  certain  of  the  Tweed- 
mouth  Committee's  recommendations 
have  not  yet  been  carried  into  effect, 
inasmuch  as  there  are  now  over  one 
hundred  sorters'  duties  in  the  East 
Central  Office  alone  which  involve  not 
only  a  split  attendance  but  also  a  per- 
formance of  more  than  sixteen  hours  in 
forty-eight;  and  whether  steps  will  be 
taken  at  an  early  date  to  alter  these 
attendances  in  accordance  with  the  Com- 
mittee's recommendations. 

The  POSTMASTER-GENERAL  (Lord 
Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) :  I 
am  aware  that  there  are  such  duties  as 
the  hon.  Member  describes,  but  they 
occur  on  Friday  only — being  necessary 
for  the  despatch  of  the  heavy  foreign 
and  colonial  mails  on  that  day.  It  is 
not  practicable  at  present  to  abolish 
those  split  duties  altogether,  but 'every 
effort  is  made  to  reduce  them  as  oppor- 
tunity permits,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Tweedmouth 
Committee.  The  officers  who  perform 
duties  occupying  more  than  sixteen  hours 
in  forty-eight  have  the  privilege  of  count- 
ing each  hour  in  excess  of  sixteen  as  an 
hour  and  a  quarter  towards  the  total  of 
their  week's  attendance,  as  provided 
under  the  Tweedmouth  scheme. 

Post  Office  Windows— Ohjectionable 
PublicaUons. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  (Armagh,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Post  Office, 
61, Trafalgar  Road,  Greenwich,  displays  in 
its  window  certain  publications  reflecting 
upon  Roman  Catholics;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  ensure 
their  removal.  In  putting  the  Question 
the  hon.  Member  complained  that  the 
word  "Roman"  had  been  interpolated 
in  it,  and  asked  who  was  responsible. 

♦  Mr.  speaker  :  I  do  not  know,  but 
I  will  make  inquiries. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL :  I  think  it  is 
a  piece  of  gross  impertinence. 

♦  Mr.  speaker  :  That  is  not  a  proper 
observation. 


Lord  8TANIJ1Y:  As  soon  as  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  the  matter  it  was 
pointed  out  to  the  sub-postmistress  (who 
is  a  stationer)  that  the  exhibition  of  the 
publications  referred  to  was  undesirable 
in  a  shop  connected  with  the  Post  Office, 
and  she  at  once  withdrew  them. 

Transit  Facilities  at  North  Wall 
Station,  Dublin. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  any  complaint  has 
recently  been  made  to  hia  Department 
as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  transit 
facilities  at  the  North  Wall  Station  of 
the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway, 
Dublin,  whereby  quantities  of  goods  are 
being  delayed  for  days  and  their  con- 
dition injured  to  the  loss  of  both 
vendor  and  purchaser ;  and  can  he 
undertake  to  make  any  representation 
to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commissioners 
on  this  subject  with  a  view  to  some 
action  being  taken  in  the  public  interest. 

The  president  op  the  BOARD 
OP  TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balpour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  No  complaints  appear 
to  have  been  recently  received  of  the 
inadequacy  of  transit  facilities  at  the 
station  referred  to.  If  ground  for  com- 
plaint exists  it  is  for  the  parties  ag- 
grieved to  make  application  for  remedy 
to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commissioner^. 
I  will,  however,  consider,  if  particulars 
are  furnished  to  the  Board  of  Trade  at 
the  instance  of  the  hon.  Member  by  any 
trader  who  has  been  injured,  whether 
the  matter  is  one  on  which  the  Depart- 
ment could  u?efully  communicate  with 
the  railway  company  concerned. 

Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  With  reference  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  Question,  is  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
application  to  the  Railway  and  Canal 
Commission  is  a  most  costly  process 
which  small  traders  in  Ireland  really 
cannot  undertake  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 

Glyn-Traian  National  School, 
Denbighshire. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Education  whether  the 
draft  final  order  suggested  in  the  case  of 
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the  Gljoi-Traian  (Pontfadog)  National 
School,  Denbighflhire,  is  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  later  trust  deed 
governing  such  school ;  whether  the 
Board  has  decided  to  accede  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  inhabitants  for  a  local 
inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  matter ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can 
state  when  such  inquiry  will  be  held. 

The    parliamentary     BECRE- 
TART  TO  THE  BOARD  of  EDUCATION 
(Sir  WiLUAM  Anson,  Oxford  University) : 
The  Board  have  now  examined  both  trust 
deeds.      The  later  trust  deed  is  unusual 
in  character  and  not  altogether  consistent 
in  its  provisions.     If  both  parts  of  the 
schools  are  to  be  comprised  in  a  single 
order,  some  amendment  of  the  draft  order 
already  issued  is  necessary.    The  Board 
will  direct  a  local  inquiry  to  be  held  as 
soon  as  the  pressure  of  work  permits.    I 
may  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that 
the  Board  are  carefully  considering  the  | 
objections  received  to  draft  final  orders 
for  schools  in  Wales,  and  are  in  communi-  I 
cation   with    local    authorities    on    the  I 
subject  with  a  view  to  holding  inquiries  I 
where  it  is  necessary  to  do  so  before  the  ! 
confirmation  of  an   order.    A  series  of 
such  inquiries  is  now  being  arranged  in 

Carnarvonshire. 

I 

London  Voluntary  Schools'  Managers* 
Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education  whether  the  Board  is 
satisfied  that  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  London  borough  councils,  re- 
spectively, have  appointed  their  shares 
of  the  managers  of  the  voluntary  schools ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  advise  the 
Board  to  delay  the  operation  of  Part  III. 
of  the  Act  until  these  appointments  have 
been  made. 

Sir  WILLLAlM  ANSON :  The  Board 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  either  the 
County  Council  or  the  borough  councils 
will  find  any  difficulty  in  making  the 
appointments  in  question;  under  these 
circumstances  there  seems  no  reason  for 
postponing  the  operation  of  Part  III. 
of  the  Act. 

London  Education  Act— Section  2. 
Dr.    MAONAMARA:    I   beg   to   ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 


whether  the  Board  have  apxK>inted  a 
date  later  than  Ist  May  for  Section  2  (1) 
of  the  Education  (London)  Act,  to  come 
into  operation;  and  whether  he  will  state 
I  the  reasons  for  agreeing  to  the  putting 
of  the  rest  of  the  Act  into  operation 
before  the  borough  councils  are  able  to 
take  their  appointed  share  in  its  adminii- 
tration. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  TheanswOTto 
the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  The  Board  of  Education 
see  no  reason  for  postponing  the 
appointed  day  for  tiie  operation  of  die 
rest  of  the  London  Education  Act.  The 
County  Council  have  expressed  no  desire 
for  such  postponement. 

London  Bdneation  Act— Section  7. 
Dr.  MACNAMARA:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to   the  Board  of   Bduoation 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Bdneation 
Committee  of  the  London  Comity  Coun- 
cil has  reported   to    the  Councol  that, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  time  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Council,  it  is  obvionsfy 
impossible  for  the  Coondl  to  satisfy  itself 
before  1st  May  that  the  conditions  sped' 
fied  in  Section  7   are  being    complied 
with ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  therefore  advise 
the  Board  of  Education  to    appoint  a 
!  later  date  for  this  portion  of  the  Act^  so 
{ that  the  London  County  Council  may 
I  have  all  the  time  they  need. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  It  is  not  nsnally 
possible  for  a  local  education  aathorify 
to  satisfy  themselves  before  the  appointed 
day  as  to  the  folfilment  of  the  conditions 
specified  in  Section  7,  nor  have  local 
authorities  the  legal  right  to  make  all 
the  investigations  which  may  be  neces- 
sary  for  this  purpose.  No  local  author- 
ity is  required  to  maintain  a  school 
which  does  not  come  within  the  definition 
of  a  public  elementary  school  on  the 
appointed  dav.  Under  these  circum- 
stances there  seems  no  reason  for  my 
ofEering  the  advice  suggested. 

London  Education  Act— Qrouping  of  Vto- 
▼ided  Schools. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA :  I  beg  to  ask  tiie 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Education 
Committee  of  the  London  County  Council 
reported  \o  the  Council  on  13th  April 
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that,  having  regard  to  the  shortness  of 
the  time  now  remaining  before  1st  May, 
it  appears  probable  that  the  Board  of 
Education  will  have  no  other  coarse  open 
than  to  appoint  a  different  date  for  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Act  as 
regards  the  grouping  of  provided  schools 
and  the  appointment  of  managers  there- 
for ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
20th  April  the  Committee  reported  that 
the  Board  of  Education  had  postponed 
the  date;  and,  if  so,  will  he  say  whether 
this  step  was  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Education  at  the  request  of  the  London 
County  Council. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON:  The  Board 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
statements  contained  in  the  first  part  of 
the  Question  are  correct,  and  as  regards 
the  last  paragraph,  the  Board  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  London  Comity 
Council  approves  the  step  taken. 

The  Idceming  Bill. 
Dr.  MACNAMARA:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  the  phrase  "the 
persons  interested  in  the  licensed 
premises,"  for  whom  it  is  proposed  to  pro- 
vide due  compensation  under  the  Licens- 
ing Bill,  is  intended  to  include  barmen, 
barmaids,  and  other  employees  in  licensed 
houses. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) :  No,  Sir. 
1  do  not  think  that  the  servants  employed 
in  licensed  premises  can  be  said,  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  words,  to  be  "  in- 
terested "  in  those  premises. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  Then  if  these 
unfortunate  people  lose  their  occupation 
through  the  extinction  of  licences  for 
which  the  owners  are  to  be  paid,  they  will 
have  no  compensation. 

♦Mr.  AKERSDOUGLAS  :  They  would 
be  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  em- 
ployees in  a  buikiing  taken  for  public 
purposes. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  Does  that  apply  to  the  servant  of 
a  brewery  company  which  holds  a  licence  ? 


♦Mr.  AKERSDOUGLAS:  I  cannot 
debate  the  point  here,  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  put  down  a  Question  I  shall 
be  delighted  to  answer  it. 

Snglish  Trawlers  under  the  Norwegian 
Flag. 

Captain  ELLICE  (St.  Andrew's  Burghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
many  of  the  170  trawlers  of  Scandinavian 
origin,  stated  to  have  been  observed 
fishing  in  the  Moray  Firth  in  1903,  are 
in  reality  English  trawlers  registered  and 
fishing  under  the  Norwegian  flag;  and 
whether  he  will  cause  inquiriesf  to  be 
made  with  a  view  to  patting  a  stop  ta 
these  practices. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Scott 
Dickson,  Glasgow,  Bridgton):  I  am 
aware  that  certain  trawlers,  about  twelve 
in  number,  flying  the  Scandinavian  flag- 
have  been  repeatedly  observed  fishing  in 
the  protectea  waters  of  the  Moray  Firth 
in  1903 ;  also  that  these  boats  are  said  to 
be  only  pro  forma  of  Norwegian  origin. 
Inquiries  have  been  made,  and  are  still 
bein^  made,  about  these  boats,  and  the 
Foreign  Office  are  in  communication  with 
His  Majesty's  representatives  at  Chris- 
tiania  on  the  subject. 

Telephonic  Communication  between 
Dublin  and  Galway. 

Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN  (Galway) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  -  General 
whether  any,  and,  if  so,  what  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  telephone  trunk  line  between 
Dublin  and  G^alway. 

Ix)RD  STANLEY :  The  construction  of 
a  circuit  connecting  Galway  with  the 
general  telephone  system  of  the  country 
would  be  very  expensive,  and  I  fear  it 
could  not  be  undertaken  except  under 
guarantee.  Neither  the  Galway  County 
Council  nor  the  National  Telephone  Com- 
pany have  yet  seen  their  way  to  give  the 
requisite  guarantee;  but  I  am  making 
further  inquiry  on  the  subject,  and  if  any 
practical  scheme  can  be  arranged  I  will 
let  the  hon.  Member  know. 

Cost  of  Extra  Police  in  Ireland. 
Mi^.     DELANY     (Queen's     County,. 
Ossory) :    I  beg  to  ask  Mr.    Attorney- 
General    for    Ireland    whether   he    car 
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state  under  what  Statute   the    county  | 
councik  are  called  upon  to  pay  for  extra  i 
police;  whether  such  demands   can  be  ; 
enforced ;     and    whether     any    penalty 
attaches  to  a  refusal  to  pay  or  to  an 
incitement  to  refuse  to  pay.  | 

The  ATTORNEY^ENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
IJ.):  The  Statutes  are:  the  6  A  7 
Will.  IV.,  cap.  13;  2  &  3  Vic,  cap.  76; 
^  A  10  Vic,  cap.  97 ;  11  &  12  Vic,  cap. 
72;  29  A  30  Vic,  cap.  103;  37  A  38 
Vic,  cap.  80;  and  Local  Government 
<Ireland)  Act,  1898.  If  the  hon.  Member 
wiU  look  into  these  Acts  he  will  find  all 
the  information  he  requires.  Several 
modes  exist  by  which  these  bodies  can  be 
compelled  to  fulfil  their  legal  obliga- 
tions. 

♦Mr.  LONSDALE :i (Armagh,  Mid): 
Arising  out  of  that  Question  I  beg  to 
Ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
it  is  not  a  fact  that  a  claim  was  made 
on  the  City  of  Limerick  for  extra  police ; 
that  the  Corporation  refused  to  pay  the 
charge,  and  that  subsequently  the  claim 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  was  understood  to 
reply  that  the  cases  were  not  the 
same. 


Onaack  Eatate,  Ckmntj  Lonsford. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FABRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieut^- 
ant  of  Ireland  to  state  whether  aLv 
attempt  waa  made  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners to  acquire  the  Cusack  (oountj 
Longford)  Estate  for  tiie  settlement  of  ^c 
evicted  tenants'  applications  in  count\ 
Longford ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  tb^ 
block  of  land  recently  offered  for  sa!^ 
would  have  given  twenty-three  families 
a  farm  of  twenty  acres  each ;  and  whether, 
if  the  matter  of  this  sale  has  not  bee^ 
definitely  closed,  steps  will  be  now  taken 
in  this  direction. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wykdham) 
So  far  as  the  Estates  Commissioners  are 
aware,  there  are  not,  at  present,  any  un- 
tenanted lands  on  this  estate.  AppUc^: 
tion  was  made  to  the  Commissioners  to 
purchase  a  portion  of  the  property  com 
prising  some  388  acres,  heretofore  let  to 
grazing  tenants,  and  proposed  to  be  soM 
to  the  latter  under  Land  Conrt  tenancies. 
Amongst  the  proposed  purchasers  were 
four  evicted  tenants  or  th^  representa- 
tives. The  Commissioners  refused,  how- 
ever, to  regard  this  portion  of  the  pro- 
perty as  an  estate,  and  are  now  consider- 
ing the  question  of  the  advisabitity  of 
issuing  a  request  for  the  purchase  of  the 
entire  property  under  the  7th  Section  of 
the  Act  of  1903. 


Mr.  KILBRIDB  (Kildare,  S.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  has  incited 
the  Armagh  County  Council  not  to 
pay. 


Mr.  DELANY:     And    what 
penalty  for  such  incitement  ? 


Mr.  ATKINSON  :  It  depends  on  the  j 
nature  of  the  incitement  whether  there  ; 
is  any  penalty. 

*Mr.  LONSDALE  :  I  deny  that  I  have 
incited  the  Armagh  or  any  other 
•county  council  to  commit  an  illegal  act. 
I  should  like  to  know  if  it  is  in  order 
for  an  hon.  Member  to  make  such  a 
^charge. 

^Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  did  not  hear  any 
«uch  charge. 


Galway  Docks. 
Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN:     I  beg  to 

ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view 
of  the  closing  of    the  entrance    to   the 

I  docks  at  Oalway  by  the  acoumnlation  of 
is    the    s&i^  ^T^^  the  consequent  loss  to  bosiness 

I  and  interference  with  shipping,  he  can 
say  when  a  dredger  will  be  available  and 
lent  to  the  Harbour  Board  of  Galway. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 
The  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  have, 
at  present,  no  dredger  which  could  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Harbour 
Board,  on  loan  or  hire.  On  the  subject 
of  the  provision  of  a  dredger,  I  would 
refer  to  the  reply  given  on  the  28th 
March  t  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  a  Question  addressed  to  him 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Kerry. 
To  that  reply  I  have  nothing  to  add. 

T  See  (4)  D(hates,y  cxxxli.,  848. 
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Tredennick  Estate,  Oonnty  Donegal. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
-ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  explanation 
can  be  given  of  the  fact  that,  notwith- 
4itanding  the  possession  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  for  upwards  of  three 
years  of  two  grass  farms  on  the  C.  I. 
Tredennick  Estate,  St.  John's  Point, 
county  Donegal,  no  steps  have  been 
taken  to  divide  these  farms  into  suitable 
plots  ijt  the  fishermen  who  now  hold  no 
land,  ani  to  build  houses  on  them  for 
"these  fishermen,  who  are  ready  to  pay  a 
reasonable  price  for  such  houses,  but  that, 
•on  the  contrary,  grazing  cattle  are  taken 
on  these  grass  ranches;  whether  he  is 
Aware  that,  at  a  specially  convened 
branch  of  the  Killaghtee  branch  of  the 
United  Irish  League  held  on  the  17th 
instant,  a  resolution  was  unanimously 
carried  and  directed  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  protest- 
ing against  the  continued  inaction  of 
that  Board  in  not  applotting  the  Tre- 
dennick grass  farms  among  the  fisher- 
men of  St.  John's  Point,  and  the  posting 
up  of  notices  that  grazing  cattle  will  be 
taken  on  these  lancU  on  the  21st  instant ; 
what  reply  has  been  sent  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  to  that  com- 
inunication;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
•delay  in  applotting  these  farms  and  the 
•discontent  produced  by  that  delay,  what 
course  does  the  Congested  Districts 
JBoard  propose  to  adopt. 


Mb.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  works  originally  contemplated  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  were 
postponed  in  consequence  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  labour  at  the  usual 
rates.  The  Board  will  shortly  be  in  a 
position,  however,  to  undertake  the 
works,  but  in  the  meantime  they  have 
•decided  that  the  lands  must  be  grazed. 
A  reply  to  this  efiect  has  been  sent  to 
the  communication  referred  to  in  the 
Question. 


Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  Is  the 
Tight  hon.  Grentlemen  aware  that  the 
public  in  the  locality  have  decided  that 
the  lands  shall  not  be  grazed  ? 

[The  answer  was  inaudible.] 


Touglial  Bay  Salmon  Fisheries. 
Captain  DONELAN  (Cork  County, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  hardship  will  be  inflicted 
upon  120  fishermen  of  Youghal,  county 
Cork,  and  their  families,  in  consequence 
of  a  notice  served  upon  them  by  the 
agent  of  the  Lismore  Estates  to  the  eflect 
that  their  licences  will  be  extinguished 
next  year  unless  they  cease  to  fish  for 
salmon  in  Youghal  Bay  for  twenty-four 
days,  namely,  from  18th  April  to  12tH 
May ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  face 
that  these  fishermen  are  duly  licensed  by 
the  conservators,  steps  will  be  taken  to 
prevent  them  from  being  deprived  of 
their  means  of  livelihood  for  such  a 
lengthened  period. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
After  several  years  of  litigation,  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  established  his  title 
to  several  fishery  rights  in  the  River  Black- 
water,  and  of  course  has  the  right  to  give 
or  withhold  permission  to  fish  within 
the  limits  of  the  fishery.  The  licence 
granted  by  the  conservators  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  game  licence ;  it  does  not 
entitle  the  licensee,  however,  to  invade 
private  property.  The  answer  to  the 
concluding  inquiry  is  in  the  negative. 

Captain  DONELAN:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  these  poor 
fishermen  are  to  be  deprived  of  their 
livelihood 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 

Captain  DONELAN :  In  order  that 
there  may  be  good  sport  for  the  King  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  It  is 
not  in  order  for  the  hon.  Member  to 
persist  in  standing  when  I  have  called  him 
to  order. 

Captain  DONELAN :  Is  it  disoideriy, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  expose  injustice  even 
though  the  King  is  concerned  ? 


Mr.   SWIFT   MACNEILL: 
wire  that  to  the  King. 


You  can 


Lough  Oorrib  Toll  OoUector. 
Mr.  CHARLES  DEVLIN :    I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief    Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant    of    Ireland    whether    he    is 
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aware  that  Daniel  Sweeney,  who  for  over 
twenty  years  wad  lock  keeper  and  toll 
collector  at  Lough  Corrib  and  who 
retired  in  October,  1899,  was  refused  a 
pension  or  retiring  gratuity  by  the  Board 
of  Works  under  whom  he  acted  through 
the  Navigation  Trustees;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  request  the  Board  of 
Works  to  reconsider  this  decision. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  op 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Victor  Caven- 
dish, Derbyshire,  W.) :  Daniel  Sweeney 
was  not  in  the  employment  of  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  could  not  therefore  be 
recommended  by  that  Board  for  a 
pension  or  gratuity. 

Iriali  Bills. 
Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
when  it  is  intended  to  take  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Irish  Land  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  and  the  Irish  Labourers'  Bill. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  OP  THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  afraid 
I  am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  name 
a  day  for  taking  the  Bills  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  JOHN  RFJ)MOND  :  Will  they  be 
taken  before  Whitsuntide  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
the  prospect  is  such  that  it  is  likely  to 
be  possible. 

Oivil  Bervants  and  Party  Politics. 
Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  recommendation  to  the  Unionist 
electors  of  the  constituency  of  West  Down 
of  a  candidate  for  the  Parliamentary 
representation  of  that  constituency  at  the 
next  general  election  by  the  l)eputy- 
Master  of  the  Mint ;  and  whether  it  is  in 
consonance  with  practice  and  the  rules 
regulating  the  conduct  of  members  of  the 
Civil  Service,  that  a  permanent  official 
in  that  Civil  Service  should  take  action 
of  this  character  in  Party  politics ;  and 
what  course,  if  any,  does  the  Executive 
Government  propose  to  take  with 
reference  to  this  case. 


Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  8.):  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gkntleman  aware  that  the 
intervention  of  the  Deputy-Master  of  the 
Mint  in  the  aSaiis  of  West  Down  ha^ 
operated 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  had  better  await  the  replj 
to  the  Question  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
that  at  a  meeting  in  the  constituency  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  there 
was  a  reference  made  to  the  opinion  of 
the  Deputy-Master  of  the  Mint  as  to  the 
candidate  whom  it  would  be  desirable  to 
select.  I  also  understand  that  this  state- 
ment attributed  to  the  Deputy-Master  of 
the  Mint  was  based  upon  a  casual  conver- 
sation held  in  a  railway  carriage  some 
months  before,  and  was  entirelr 
unauthorised  by  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion. I  am  as  anxious  as  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  keep  the  Civil 
Service  outside  the  sphere  of  controversial 
politics,  but  I  imagine  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  put  the  Question  and  every  man 
will  agree  that  we  cannot  pursue  Civil 
Servants  into  clubs  and  railway  carriages. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  WiU  yon 
ask  Mr.  Macartney  to  be  more  carefnl  in 
future  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BAI.FOUR :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  Is  not  this  matter  regulated  by  t 
Treasury  Minute?  Could  not  that  be 
re-issued  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  appears 
to  be  nothing  in  this  charge.  Every 
Civil  Servant  of  course  is  acquainted  with 
the  Minute,  which  does  not  refer  to  casual 
conversations  in  railway  carriage  or 
clubs. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  aware  that  the  action  of  the 
Deputy-Master  of  the  Mint  has  operated 
to  the  detriment  of  a  Member  of  this 
House,  the  hon.  Member  for  Oswestry, 
who  was  recommended  for  the  same 
constituency. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Inasmuch 
as  Mr.  Macartney  says  he  has  been  mis- 
represents, why  did  he  not  contradict 
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the  statement  when  it  appeared  in  the 
public  Press  ? 


♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  How 
•can  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
answer  such  a  Question  1  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  choose  some  other  opportunity 
to  raise  this  question. 


BUSINESS   OF   THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
<Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  if  he  has  any  further 
statement  to  make  about  business  ? 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  the  House 
knows,  the  first  Votes  of  Class  I.  of  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates  to  be  taken  to- 
morrow are  the  Vote  for  the  House  of 
Commons  Buikiings,  and  the  Vote  for 
Harbours  of  Refuge,  after  which  the 
remaining  Votes  wiU  be  taken  in  their 
regular  order.  On  Monday  I  propose  to 
ask  the  House  to  take  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Scotch  Education  Bill, 
on  Tuesday  the  Valuation  Bill,  and  on 
Wednesday  the  Bishoprics  of  Southwark 
and  Birmingham  Bill. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expect  to 
conclude  the  present  stage  of  the  Budget 
proposals  to-night  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes,  I  quite 
anticipate  doing  that. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS  [19th  April]  REPORT. 
Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  proposed  [26th 
April]  to  First  Resolution,  "  That,  in  lieu 
of  the  duty  of  Customs  now  payable  on 
tea,  there  shall  be  charged,  on  and  after 
the  20th  day  of  April,  1904,  until  the 
first  day  of  August,  1906,  the  following 
duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

Tea,  the  pound  .  .  .  Eight  pence.*' — 

Which  Amendment  was — 

**  To  leave  out  the  wordB  '  Eight  pence,  *  and 
inieit  the  words  '  Six  pence.' " — (Mr.  Lough.) 

Question  again  proposed,  ''That  the 
words  'Eightpence'  stand  part  of  the 
said  Resolution." 


*Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
that  at  twelve  o'clock  on  the  previous 
night,  when  under  the  Rules  of  the  House 
the  debate  stood  adjourned,  he  was  re- 
ferring to  the  great  hardships  which 
would  be  su£Eered  by  people  in  his  owr 
constituency  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased duty  on  tea,  and  he  had  referred 
to  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  strug- 
gling widows,  sempstresses,  young  girls, 
and  others  employed  in  various  occupa  - 
tions  at  small  wages  who  would  be  preju- 
diced by  this  additional  burden.  These 
people,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  lived  to 
a  very  large  extent  on  bread  and  tea,  and 
thereiore  this  extra  duty  on  tea  was 
nothing  else  than  a  cruel  tax.  He  had 
pointed  out  that  poor  people  were  in  the 
habit  of  buying  their  tea  by  the  ounce,  for 
which  they  had  to  pay  a  penny,  and  if 
they  were  still  to  obtain  tea  of  ihe  same 
quality  the  price  would  necessarily  go  up 
to  five  farthings.  Now,  it  was  not  likelv 
that  they  would  be  able  to  pay  that  in- 
creased price,  and  the  result  would  be 
that  they  would  have  palmed  off  upon 
them  an  inferior  quality  of  tea.  Their 
duty  was  to  encourage  people  to 
drink  a  better  quality  of  tea,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought 
to  do  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  com- 
mon tea  coming  into  the  market, 
because  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that 
bad  tea  had  a  most  injurious  effect.  In 
the  Highlands,  especially,  it  was  the 
custom  to  keep  the  teapot  all  day  long 
in  the  midst  of  burning  peats,  and  the 
result  of  having  a  commoner  quality  of 
tea  would  be  that  the  tannin  would 
be  extracted  to  the  utmost  grain  to 
the  injury  of  the  digestive  organs  of 
those  who  consumed  t£e  liquor.  He  was 
afraid  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
knew  practically  nothing  about  the 
miseries  of  the  poor.  He  did  not  under- 
stand what  it  was  to  have  a  family 
treasury  without  a  penny  in  it.  He 
could  not  realise  what  a  gift  of  a  penny 
or  twopence  represented  to  some  faimiliesy 
and  how  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  god- 
send. Supposing  they  suddenly  came 
into  possession  of  twopence,  what 
occurred  1  The  little  boy  who  was 
fleetest  of  foot  was  at  once  despatched  to 
the  local  grocery  store  to  get  a  halfpenny- 
worth of  tea  or  a  pennyworth  of  bread, 
while  possibly  the  other  halfpenny  had 
to  be  spent  on  a  candle.    Could  the  right 
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hon.  Gentleman  appreciate  what  life  was 
under  such  circumstances  ! 

There  was  another  class  of  people 
who  were  likely  to  be  injuriously 
affected  by  this  additional  duty,  the 
working  men  who,  in  the  very  early 
hours  of  the  morning,  were  accustomed 
to  get  a  cup  of  tea  at  the  stalb  in 
the  street  on  their  way  to  work.  He  had 
himself  personal  experience  of  what 
occurred  at  these  stt^lls,  and  he  knew 
how  much  a  good  cup  of  tea  was 
appreciated  by  the  men.  He  feared, 
however,  that  under  the  new  conditions 
the  stall-keepers  would  be  forced  to  pro- 
vide tea  of  a  commoner  quality,  with  the 
effect  that  the  men's  digestive  organs 
would  suffer,  and  that  they  would  be 
driven  to  the  public-house  to  purchase 
spirits  in  oider  to  get  rid  of  the  bad 
effects.  He  wished  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  extend  his  sympathies 
to  the  suffering  poor,  that  he  would  en- 
deavour to  gain  some  personal  experience 
of  how  the  poor  lived,  and  he  was  sure 
that,  if  he  would  undertake  that,  be 
would  seek  other  means  of  raising  the 
revenue  he  desired,  either-  by  ta^ng  the 
deer  forests,  the  salmon  fisheries,  land 
values,  etc.,  whence  he  could,  if  he  liked, 
obtain  millions  of  money. 

He  thought  that  the  remark  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his 
Budget  speech  about  the  people  being 
**  saturate  "  with  tea  was  an  extremely 
unkind  one.  Why  had  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  noc  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  monied  classes  were  "saturated" 
with  champagne,  old  port,  and  costly 
liqueurs.  They  did  not  want  to  drive 
the  poor  people  to  the  public  -house,  but 
undoubteidly  that  would  be  the  effect  if 
they  forced  them  to  drink  bad  tea .  What 
they  should  do  was  to  encourage  the 
cultivation  of  the  better  classes  of  tea. 
He  wanted  to  see  the  common  teas  which 
were  grown  in  the  lower  latitudes  forced 
out  of  use.  It  was  better  to  have  the 
tea  from  the  Darjeeling  district  of  the 
Himalayas.  In  that  region  tea  cultiva- 
tion was  rapidly  extending  towards 
the  Sikkim  frontier.  Large  estates 
had  been  laid  out  in  these  districts, 
and  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  teas 
grown  in  the  lower  latitudes  were  coarse 
and  most  injurious  to  the  stomach  and 
digestive  organs  of^those  who  drank  them. 

Mr.  Weir, 


He  was  not  ashamed  to  state  his  personal 
experience  in  the  consumption  of  tea 
When  he  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  he  was  in 
lodgings  in  the  country  earning  bat  a  few 
shillings  a  week,  and  he  allowed  himself 
half-an-ounce  of  tea  per  week  and  two 
ounces  of  coffee.  That  went  on  for 
four  months.  At  that  time  tea  cost 
4s.  a  lb.,  and  there  was  a  high  duty 
upon  it.  Had  the  duty  been  lowo^ 
he  would  have  been  able  to  doable 
or  treble  his  allowance,  but,  as  it  was,  he 
had  to  be  careful  of  his  bawbees — ht 
wanted  to  save  money,  and  therefore  he 
punished  himself  in  the  matter  of  tea.  On 
the  previous  night  he  had  reminded  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  the  people  in 
his  own  constituency  were  likely  to  sofier 
from  the  increased  duty.  Many  thou- 
sands there  depended  for  their  dinner  on 
salt  herrings  and  potatoes,  and  they  neces- 
sarily required  something  with  which  to 
wash  down  their  meal.  They  were  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  tea,  but  if  they  were 
forced  to  pay  this  additional  duty  the  tea 
which  they  would  have  to  consume  woaki 
do  them  more  harm  than  good. 

There  was  another  point  from  which  this 
matter  might  be  reviewed.    Many  millions 
had  been  invested  in  tea  estates  in  India 
and  Ceylon,  and  what  an  injustice  was 
being  inflicted  on  those  who  had  invested 
their  capital  by  injuring  their  industn- 
through  putting  on  this  increased  duty. 
He  himself  was  neither  share  nor  deben- 
ture holder  in  any  of  these  tea  estates,  but 
he  quite    sympathised  with  the   share- 
holders.   He  would  like  also  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  Indian  financial 
statement  recently  published  in  Calcutta 
had  declared  that  the  trade  with  Great 
Britain  had  not  made  the  progress  it  might 
have  been  expected  to  do  simply  because 
of     the      heavy    duty    on     tea.       So 
much  for  the  state  of  matters  in  India. 
Large  public  meetings  have  been  held  in 
Calcutta  to  protest  against  the  imposition 
of  this  extra  duty  on  tea,  and  he  hoped 
the  Viceroy,  who  always  considered  these 
matters  very  carefully  himself  and   did 
not  leave  them  to  his  subordinates,  would 
let  the  India  Office  know  his  views  upon 
this  question.    There  was  a  very  strong 
feeling  against  this  tax  in  India,  and  they 
ought  in  this  matter  to  pay  some  regard 
to  the  extreme  poverty  of  that  country. 
The  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  India 
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hud  to  live  on  three  farthings  a  day. 
Instead  of  checking  a  great  industry  in 
this  way  India  needed  more  industries 
and  then  she  would  flourish.  To  impose 
a  tax  upon  a  great  industry  in  this  way 
was  not  the  way  to  build  up  an  Empire, 
but  it  was,  on  the  contrary,  striking  a  blow 
at  the  pioneers  of  the  tea  industry  who 
had  spent  £30,000,000  in  India  and 
Ceylon.  That  was  not  the  manner  in 
wluch  this  great  Empire  had  been  built 
up.  They  ought  to  do  all  they  could 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  all  their 
colonies.  If  the  tax  on  tea  was  taken 
o£E  that  industry  India  would  flourish 
and  the  people  there  would  be  happier ; 
and  in  course  of  time  India  would  pro- 
duce a  better  quality  of  tea,  and  less 
of  that  vile,  black,  soupy  rubbish  would 
be  sold  as  tea  which  was  so  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  poor. 

Mb.  ALEXANDER  CROSS. (Glasgow, 
Camlachie)  agreed  that  there  were  diffi- 
culties in  regard  to  this  tax,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  admitted  that  there 
were  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  any  form  of  taxation.  In  saying  a 
few  words  in  defence  of  this  tax  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  supposed  that  he  was 
wanting  in  sympathy  for  that  large  class 
of  the  population  upon  whom  this  tax 
would  fall  most  heavily.  He  abo  sym- 
pathised with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  had  the  wisdom  and  courage 
to  bring  forward  a  most  uppopular  tax, 
but  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  well  con- 
ceived in  the  interests  of  the  finances  of 
the  country.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  been  placed  in  circum- 
stances of  enormous  difficult/  in  bringing 
in  his  Budget.  During  the  past  twelve 
months  a  state  of  depression  had  existed 
in  all  our  principal  industries,  agriculture 
had  suffered  a  great  loss  through  a  bad 
harvest,  the  cotton  industry  had  been 
in  a  state  of  collapse,  the  shipping 
industry  was  depressed,  and  the  working 
classes  had  been  greatly  affected  by  the 
war.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  to 
decide  whether  he  was  to  propose  a  new 
tax  or  increase  the  old  taxes.  If  he 
had  proposed  a  new  tax  there  would 
have  been  a  great  cry  out  and 
the  difficulty  would  have  been  in- 
finitely increased.  Therefore  he  com- 
plimented the  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon 


the  prudence  he  had  shown  in  increasing 
this  tax. 

He  wished  to  point  out  that  those 
who  had  opposed  this  tax  had  made 
no  serious  attempt  to  suggest  an  alterna- 
tive tax.  Hon.  Members  opposite  spoke 
as  if  the  income-tax  was  intended  only 
for  the  wealthy,  but  they  must  be  aware 
that  the  great  bulk  of  income-tax  payers 
were  poor  persons.  The  great  majority 
of  income-tax  payers  were  professional 
men,  clergymen,  clerks,  and  widows,  with 
fixed  salaries  and  incomes,  and  hon. 
Members  should  remember  that  a  tax  of 
Is.  in  the  £  upon  all  these  people  was 
5  per  cent,  upon  their  entire  receipts. 
The  average  consumption  of  tea  per  head 
of  the  population  was  Gibs.,  so  that 
the  average  individual  would  only  pay 
Is.  a  year  in  consequence  of  this 
extra  tax.  In  a  family  of  five  that 
meant  ^  payment  of  5s.  a  year» 
or  little  more  than  Id.  per  week 
He  did  not  think  any  working  man  vraa 
unable  to  pay  that  amount.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  imposing  this  addition  to 
the  tax  so  as  to  put  the  revenue  derived 
from  direct  and  indirect  taxation  on  the 
same  percentages  as  prevailed  before  the 
war.  There  were  one  or  two  considera- 
tions which  showed  that  tea  was  a 
singularly  fortunate  choice  in  connection 
with  the  raising  of  the  revenue  required. 
The  price  of  tea  was  much  cheaper  than 
it  was  a  few  years  ago  when  there  was  no 
tax  on  it  at  all.  Tea  had  gone  steadily 
down  in  price,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  proposed  imposition  would  be  felt 
at  all.  It  was  an  article  which  could  be 
taxed  without  doing  injury  to  any 
particular  industry.  That  was  a  great 
advantage.  It  was  said  that  one  ad-^ 
vantage  of  a  direct  tax  was  that  the 
payer  knew  of  it.  Here  was  an  indirect 
tax,  and  the  consumer  of  tea  would 
know  about  it,  because  he  would  have 
to  pay  2d.  per  lb.  more,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, he  would  be  induced  to  take  a 
keener  interest  in  watching  national 
expenditure,  and  in  public  affairs 
generally. 

..♦Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham)  said  the  hon. 
Member  for  Camlachie  had  challenged 
them  to  suggest  what  they  would  tax 
instead^  of  tea.      He  could,   of  course. 
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only  speak  for  himself,  and  he  would 
suggest  that  there  should  be  more 
ecxmomy  in  the  public  service.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
who  the  other  day  said  '^Magnum 
vectigol  est  porsimonia.^^  Allowing  that 
the  present  taxation  was  necessary,  he 
thought  that  as  between  the  taxing  of 
tea  and  the  taxing  of  something  else 
tiiere  was  a  strong  case  made  out  for 
some  other  form  of  taxation.  An 
additional  penny  on  the  income  -  tax 
would  have  been  a  less  evil  than  this 
additional  taxation  of  tea.  He  appreci- 
ated all  the  arguments  against  increas- 
ing the  income-tax.  He  thought  that  a 
high  income-tax  or  at  least  a  sudden  in- 
crease of  the  income-tax  tended  to 
make  wealthy  people  diminish  their 
savings,  and,  of  course,  if  there  was  less 
saving  that  must  react  on  the  poor  as 
much  as  on  the  rich.  He  did  not  argue 
for  a  high  income-tax  as  being-  good  in 
itself.  Quite  the  opposite.  Last  year 
i>10,000,000  was  taken  off  the  income- 
tax  and  only  £2,500,000  off  indirect 
taxation.  From  the  standpoint  of  last 
year  if^  twopence  were  added  to  the 
income-tax  this  year  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  have  taken 
off  as  much  direct  as  indirect  taxa- 
tion. There  was  one  other  reason 
why  he  thought  the  income-tax 
was  valuable.  It  was  more  difficult  to  find 
out  who  had  the  real  political  power  in 
this  country  than  to  trace  out  the  in- 
cidence of  taxation,  but  he  thought  the 
real  political  power  in  this  country  lay 
with  the  middle  class  rather  than  any 
other.  If  that  was  the  case  he  believed 
it  was  necessary  to  bring  the  middle 
class  to  feel  that  they  had  to  pay. 
and  to  make  them  dissatisfied  with 
the  expenditure  if  they  were  going 
to  reintroduce  the  old  spirit  of  economy 
from  which  they  had  so  much  departed. 
For  that  reason  it  would  have  been  better 
to  increase  the  income-tax  by  another 
penny  rather  than  add  to  the  enormous  , 
taxation  on  tea. 

They  would  now  be  taxing  tea 
to  the  tune  of  100  per  cent,  of  its 
untaxed  value.  That  was  far  too 
great  a  burden  of  taxation  on  the  one 
luxury  of  the  very  poor.  He  thought 
it  would  lead  to  deterioration  of  quality  I 
and  do  great  harm  in  that  way.  His 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Islington 

Mr.  Emmottm      .,|^_ 


had  handed  him  two  telegrams  receired 
from  Manchester  stating  what  iru 
thought  of  the  new  taxation  by  men 
in  the  tea  trade.     One  said — 

*'  Manchester  tea  trade  disgusted  with  tdi* 
tional  doty.  Oonsider  it  outrmge  on  Ookm 
trade,  and  poor.'* 

The  other  telegram  dealt  with  tbe 
question  of  whidi  he  had  spoken- 
deterioration  of  quality.     It  said— 

"Strongly  support  your  resolution  n  tei 
duty.  Wholesale  dealers  bnrdeifted  in  ooDeetiDS 
Sixpence  duty  already  very  heavy.  Tisde 
disorganised  in  view  of  eigfatpence.  Workae 
will  he  driven  to  use  lower  qualities." 

He  believed  that  lower  qualities  would 
go  into  use.  He  was  told  that  the  effect 
of  the  tax  put  on  now  was  that  tiie 
value  of  duty-paid  tea  had  increased 
not  2d.  but  2^d.,  and  that  there  was  a 
larger  demand  for  the  lower  qualities. 
It  had  often  been  argued  of  late,  and 
statistics  had  been  brought  forwaid  to 
show,  that  when  a  tax  was  put  upon  an 
article  the  price  was  not  always  increased 
quite  as  much  as  the  tax  would  suggest. 
But  in  the  caae  of  an  article  like  tea  that 
was  very  often  due  to  the  fact  that  s 
lower  quality  was  used,  and  that  ^e 
lower  quality  was  worth  less  numey. 
Therefore  the  incidence  of  the  tax  was 
hidden  by  that  fact.  When  the  taxation 
on  such  an  article  was  increased  there 
was  always  a  tremendous  effort  made 
to  produce  an  article  which  as  far  u 
possible  looked  like  it  at  the  same  oki 
price,  and  that  could  only  be  done  by 
producing  a  lower  quality.  It  was  easy 
to  push  the  argument  too  far  that  thu 
fresh  taxation  would  not  diminish  the 
consumption  of  tea.  He  was  not  sure  that 
it  would  diminish  the  consumption  for  thi^ 
reason.  Tea  had  become  almost  a 
necessity  &>r  a  great  portion  of  thepopu 
lation,  especially  the  poorer  portion.  Ii 
the  same  quantity  of  tea  was  consumed 
it  was  evident  that  less  money  would  l^e 
available  for  other  purposes  such  as  forni 
ture  and  clothing,  and  those  trades  woo]d 
suffer  rather  than  the  tea  trade  itself. 

One  aspect  of  the  question  which 
appealed  tj  him  more  powerfully  than 
any  other  was  the  way  in  which  the  tax 
affected  Ireland.  That  country  wa^ 
already  over-taxed  in  proportion  to  her 
ability  to  pay.  Ireland  was  essentiallj 
a  tea-drinking  country.  He  was  told 
that   the  consumption  of  tea  per  head 
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was  81b8  per  annum  there  as  against  a 
very  little  over  61bs  in  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Therefore  this  tax 
most  press  more  heavily  on  Ireland  than 
on  any  other  portion  of  the  United  King- 
dom. It  was  creating  profound  dissatis- 
faction in  Ireland.  He  was  sure  he  was 
speaking  for  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  when  he  said  that  they 
were  all  anxious  to  do  what  they  could 
for  Ireland  although  they  saw  Irish  ques- 
tions from  a  different  standpoint.  Last 
year  they  spent  a  good  fleal  of  time,  use- 
fully he  thought,  in  passing  a  great 
measure  with  respect  to  the  purchase  of 
land  in  Ireland.  Last  year  they  were 
very  generous  to  Ireland  and  they  did 
appeal  to  Irish  hearts,  but  by  the 
imposition  of  this  addition  to  the  tea 
duty  he  thought  they  were  undcnng  all 
that  they  had  done.  For  the  reasons  he 
had  stated  he  would  certainly  support 
the  Amendment. 

Mb.  CX)GHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 
said  that  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer wished  to  bring  home  to  thepeople 
of  ^e  country  the  condition  of  national 
finance,  he  could  not  have  devised  a 
better  device  than  the  one  which  was 
now  being  debated.  He  did  not  see  why 
they  should  have  an  addition  to  a  tax  of 
this  kind  in  a  state  of  profound  peace. 
If  any  ordinary  person  found  that  he 
was  spending  more  money  than  he  re- 
ceived, he  must  reduce  his  expenses. 
The  real  remedy  was  more  public 
economy.  That  was  where  the  (Govern- 
ment had  failed.  They  had  not  enforced 
economy  in  the  great  spending  Depart- 
ments. He,  for  one,  did  not  wish  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  money  spent  on 
the  Navy ;  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
say  that  we  spent  too  much  on  the 
Army;  but  he  said  most  emphatically 
that  under  the  head  of  the  Civil  Service 
they  spent  enormous  sums  of  money  for 
which  they  received  no  return  whatever. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  resisted 
every  proposal  of  hon.  Members  for 
reduction  in  that  Department.  The 
right  hon.  Oentleman  always  preferred 
the  feeling  of  the  permanent  officials 
rather  than  the  feeling  of  the  general 
taxpayer ;  and  that  was  what  ought  to 
be  put  an  end  to.  Let  him  give  an  ex- 
ample of  how  money  was  wasted.  A 
short  time  ago  a  Committee  sat  on  the 
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Officiab  of  the  House  of  Lords.  That 
Committee  recommended  that  when  a 
vacancy  occurred  in  a  certain  office  it 
should  not  be  filled  up.  A  vacancy  did 
0(*cur,  but  it  had  been  filled  up  and  a 
new  official  appointed  at  a  salaiy  of  £900 
a  year.  Surely  that  £900  a  year  ought 
to  have  been  saved  to  the  country.  He 
did  not  think  that  the  Qiaiacellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ought  to  come  to  the 
House  and  ask  for  any  additional  taxation. 
He  felt  certain  that  the  tea  duty  would 
be  unpopular  in  this  country,  and  it 
would  be  extremely  unpopular  in  our 
great  dependency  of  India  and  in  Ceylon. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  wanted  to 
extend  trade  within  the  Empire,  but 
it  was  a  rather  curious  way  to  do  that  by 
putting  this  tax  on  tea  which  would  be  felt 
so  much  in  India  and  elsewhere.  Strongly 
as  he  felt  on  this  point  he  would  have  had 
great  reluctance  in  giving  a  vote  against 
the  Government,  but  he  knew  that, 
whichever  way  he  voted,  there  were  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House  nineteen 
Oentlemen  with  warm  and  compassion- 
ate hearts  who,  if  any  emergency  arose, 
would  come  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Government,  and,  therefore,  he  might  go 
into  the  lobby  against  the  tax  perfectly 
regardless  of  the  consequences. 

Sib  ROBERT  RED)  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
said  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  alleged  that  the  real 
remedy  for  the  constant  complaints 
which  were  made  in  regard  to  this  and 
every  other  tax  was  economy.  Well,  in 
the  first  place,  he  wished  to  point  out 
that,  although  often  urged,  that  doctrine 
had  only  recently  met  with  any  general 
acceptance.  He  remembered  four  or 
five  years  ago  it  was  pointed  out  as  an 
answer  to  that  argument  that  really  this 
country  was  very  wealthy  and  why 
should  we  grudge  spending  public 
money?  On  both  sides  of  the  House 
and  in  the  country  the  statement  was 
made  that  we  were  a  very  rich  people 
and  ought  to  do  things  uberally.  He 
was  not  one  of  the  nineteen  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member,  nor  was  he  going  to 
pass  an  encomium  on  any  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  Having  been  for  a  good 
long  time  in  the  House,  he  thought  that 
every  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on 
both  sides,  had  been  entitled  to  com- 
plain that  the  influence  of  the  House  of 
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CommonB  had  not  been  used  to  reduce 
expenditure,  but  to  increase  it.  Every- 
one clamoured  for  this  and  the 
other  thing  on  particular  Votes;  and 
then,  when  it  was  asked  where  retrench- 
ment was  to  come  in,  they  were  unable 
to  reply.  The  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
had  given  an  illustration  of  that.  He 
told  the  House  that  he  would  not 
support  any  diminution  in  the  cost  of 
the  Navy.  But  the  expenditure  on  the 
Navy  had  increased  from  £18,000,000  in 
1895  to  £42,000,000  in  the  present  year. 
He  said  the  same  in  regard  to  the  Army ,  the 
icoei  of  which  had  increased,  quite  apart 
from  the  war  and  military  works,  from 
£18,000,000  in  1895  to  £30,000,000  in  the 
present  year.  There  was  another  charge 
which  could  not  be  diminished — that  ior 
the  service  of  the  Debt.  But  the  hon. 
Oentleman  was  one  of  those  who  had 
contributed  by  his  suppoit  of  the  Govern- 
,  ment  policy  to  the  immense  increase  on 
that  charge.  The  Debt  had  now  been 
increased  by  £159,000,000  more  than  it 
was  jGlve  years  ago;  and  who  was  re- 
sponsible for  that?  Hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  who  supported  the 
Oovemment  policy,  and  this  ought  to 
be  repeated  on  every  occasion  until  the 
<;ountry  realised  it.  Somebody  had  to 
pay  for  it.  Of  course,  all  these  taxes 
were  objectiorable.  The  income-tax, 
discussed  the  previous  night,  was  as 
all  the  other  taxes,  except  those  which 
had  a  sumptuary  result. 

He  sympathised  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  his  opposition  to  the  tea  tax, 
which  was  the  moit  cruel  of  all.  It 
was  a  tax  which  pressed  really  upon 
the  poorest  of  the  poor  in  the 
<x>mmunity.  It  fell  largely  on  poor 
widows  with  children,  of  whom  there  were 
a  great  many  who  were  hardly  able  to  find 
aubsiftence  for  themselves  and  their 
families,  who  had  been  left  destitute  and 
were  unable  to  find  work.  Everybody 
felt  for  them  and  was  sorry  for  them; 
And  yet,  on  account  of  all  this  extrava- 

Snce  of  the  Government,  thd  House 
d  to  impose  taxation  on  all  of 
these  poor  people.  It  was  a  most  cruel 
tax.  He  contended  that  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  pat  another  penny 
on  the  income-tax,  although  that,  too, 
would  bear  hardly  on  the  middle  classes. 
But  by  preference,  although  hd  did  not 
M  ish  to  ofTer  himself  as  a  Chancellor  of  the 

Sir  Robert  Reid. 


Exchequer  in  Opposition,  he  thought  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  increased 
the  scale  of  death  duties.  These  could 
have  been  graduated  so  as  to  come  upon 
the  richer  people.  He  would  ask  the 
question,  "  Did  the  bulk  of  hon.  Memben 
in  the  House  of  Commons  really  feel  the 
pinch  of  taxation  at  this  moment  f '  They 
did  not.  They  might  have  to  save  a 
little  less,  or  pay  a  trifle  more  for  tieir 
luxuries  ;  but  they  had  no  real  suffering 
in  consequence  o(  taxation. 

Mr.  COGHILL  :  We  are  not  aU  ex-kw 
officers  of  the  Crown. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  said  that  he  did 
not  think  his  observations  were  offered  in 
a  personal  spirit,  and  he  would  say  notbing 
in  regard  to  the  bon.  Member's  interrup- 
tion. He  said  again,  '*  Let  us,  eadi  one 
of  us,  ask  this  question  plainly  :  do  we 
ourselves  f  oei  the  pinch  of  this  taxation  1 " 
He  was  taking  the  bulk  of  the  MemherB 
of  the  House.  He  did  not  believe  that 
any  one  of  them  would  say  that  they  did. 
But  would  any  one  say  that  no  working 
man  would  feel  it  ? 

Mr.  COGHILL^  I  say  so. 

Sir  ROBERT  REID  :  The  hon.  Gentle^ 
man  might  say  so,  but  he  thought  the 
bulk  of  hon.  Members  in  the  House  would 
agree  with  him  that,  however  necessary 
this  tax  might  be  in  present  circumatanoes, 
it  was  deplorable  that  it  had  to  be  imposed. 
Did  not  that  rather  point  to  this ;  that 
they  were  not  imposing  a  fair  class  of 
taxation  1  Unless  they  stripped  a  man  of 
the  middle  and  upper  classes  of  a  great 
deal,  they  woulo  not  make  him  feel 
the  pinch.  There  should  be  something 
more  proposed  to  secure  equality 
or  parity  of  sacrifices  in  taxation  than 
was  done  by  this  Budget.  He  thought 
it  really  came  to  this:  that  that  could 
not  be  accomplished  until  they  did  two 
things.  First,  they  must  really  observe 
economy,  and  not  by  merely  taking  one 
particuhur  instance  of  extravagance,  of 
which  there  were  plenty,  but  economy 
through  adopting  a  wiser  and  more 
judicious  pohcy.  Second,  when  they  im- 
posed taxation,  they  should  see  that  it 
was  done  on  a  principle  somewhat  more 
corresponding  to  similarity  of  sacrifices 
between  those  who  were  well-off  and  those 
who  were  poor ;  and  they  should  not  dis- 
charge themselves  of  that  duty  which 
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^as  anoambent  upon  them  of  being  just 
'to  all  classes  in  the  community. 

*Mb.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire)  said 
he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  suppoit 
of  the  tea  duty,  which  he  thought  one  of 
tthe  ablest  features  of  the  Budget.  His 
Tight  hon.  friend  who  had  just  spoken 
3iad  referred  to  the  large  expenditure  on 
the  Army  and  Navy ;  but  he  would  remind  : 
him  tha^i  a  very  large  amount  of  that 
expenditure  had  been  imposed  upon  this 
•country  by  the  action  of  other  countries.  | 
Most  hon.  Gentlemen  in  their  speeches  • 
Ihad  gone  upon  the  assumption  that  tea  | 
was  an  absolute  necessity  of  life — as 
much  a  necessity  as  bread.  His  conten- 
tion was  that  it  was  essentially  a  luxury, 
4UQd  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  part  of 
the  diet  of  the  people.  He  h«peid  his  hon . 
friend  opposite,  who  was  such  an  admirer 
of  tea,  would  not  be  shocked  when  he 
mentioned  the  fact  that  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  tea  were  precisely  similar 
to  those  of  strychnme — only  with 
a  very  little  difference  in  their  pro- 
portions. Strychnine  kiUed  by  accelera- 
ting the  motion  of  the  heart  to 
«uch  an  extent  as  to  put  it 
out  of  gear.  The  stimulus  of  tea 
accelerated  the  action  of  the  heart  in  a 
gentler  manner.  Therefore,  it  was  a  very 
dangerous  luxury  and  not  a  necessity  and 
should  be  kept  in  its  proper  place.  The 
dhancellor  ol  the  Exchequer  said  that 
the  consumption  of  tea  was  increasing  in 
this  country,  and  that  it  was  now  four 
times  as  great  as  the  consumption  in 
either  Belgium  or  the  United  States. 
The  dietary  of  the  country  had  been 
entirely  revolutionised  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  tea,  sugar,  and  jam;  and  the  good 
oM  simple  dietary  of  another  generation 
had  been  changed  very  much  for  the 
worse.  In  Scotland  a  very  great  deal  of 
the  strength  of  the  people  was  derived 
from  a  superior  diet  of  porridge  and  milk, 
broth,  beef,  and  potatoes ;  but  now,  not 
only  in  Scotland,  but  also,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  the  Irish  Members,  in 
Ireland,  that  diet  had  been  entirely 
changed  and  a  very  much  inferior  diet 
substituted.  In  some  of  the  large  towns 
in  Scotland,  at  present,  twenty  tons  of 
sugar  were  used  as  against  one  ton  of 
oitmeal.  The  consumption  of  tea 
affected  all  classes  of  the  community, 
especially  ladies,  who  wre  probably  more 


susceptible  to  luxuries  than  the  male  sex. 
The  ladies  went  in  for  a  tea  diet  to  an 
injurious  extent ;  and  he  was  afraid  many 
members  of  the  male  sex  were  following 
their  example.  Many  hon.  Members  had 
tea  served  in  their  bedrooms  the  first 
thing  in  the  morning ;  and  hon.  Members 
had  told  him  that  they  would  rather  lose 
anything  else  during  the  day  than  their 
five  o'clock  tea.  That  was  shown  by  the 
number  of  hon.  Members  who  left  the 
House  for  the  tea  rooms  in  the  afternoon 
even  when  an  eloquent  debate  was  in  pro- 
gress. He  was  sorry  to  admit  that  in 
his  own  country  the  working  classes 
were  now  using  an  enormous  quan- 
tity of  tea.  The  old  dietary  had 
been  abandoned,  and  the  tea  diet 
was  affecting  a  revolution  in  the 
habits  and  digestions  of  the  people. 
That  applied  not  only  to  Scotland  but 
also  to  Enti^land  and  Ireland.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  stated  that  ir 
Ireland  among  the  working  classes  the 
consumption  of  tea  amounted  to  81bs. 
per  head  per  annum.  He  would  strongly 
advise  his  Irish  friends  to  devote  a 
larger  proportion  of  their  influence  to 
advocating  the  substitution  of  a  diet 
other  than  tea,  which  was  a  most  in- 
jurious luxury.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Connemara  and  his  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Ross  and  Cromarty  stated 
that  the  very  poorest  of  the  people  in- 
dulged to  a  very  large  extent  in  a  tea 
diet.  They  would  be  making  much 
better  use  of  their  money  if  they  spent  it 
on  the  good  old  porridge  and  milk  diet  ef 
Scotland.  A  tea  diet  had  an  injurious 
effect  physically,  and  he  was  not  sure 
that  it  had  not  also  an  injurious  effect 
morally.  On  those  grounds,  therefore,  he 
entirely  approved  of  the  action  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  deriving 
a  considerable  portion  of  his  income  from 
this  deleterious  stimulant,  which  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  eulogised,  but  which  when 
examined  in  the  light  of  testimony  now 
available  was  shown  to  be  injurious.  He 
was  quite  sure  that  the  action  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  meet 
with  general  approbation. 

♦Mb.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.) 
said  he  did  not  very  often  interfere 
in  Budget  debates ;  but  as  a  member  of 
the  Labour  group  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  question.     He  did  not  plead 
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guilty  to  the  indictment  framed  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  spoken  about 
taking  tea  in  his  bedroom  in  the  morning. 
He  had  no  time,  and  even  if  he  had,  he 
thought  it  would  be  an  unwise  proceed- 
ing. Neither  did  he  agree  with  the 
dictum  laid  down  by  the  hon.  Member 
that  tea  was  a  poison,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  the* increase  in  the  consump- 
tion of  tea  had  resulted  in  prolonging  life. 
At  any  rate,  he  had  lived  longer  than  he 
ever  did  before.  Speaking  from  the  Irish 
Benches,  the  bull  might  be  excusable. 
He  thought,  however,  he  was  corrobor- 
ated by  the  experience  of  the  country 
that  Ufe  was  longer  than  it  ever  had  been 
before,  even  in  the  so-called  good  old 
days.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Camlachie  Division  stated  that  many 
hon.  Members  spoke  to  the  reporters. 
He  did  not  speak  to  the  reporters.  He 
spoke  because  he  knew  something  of  the 
difficulty  of  getting  half  a  pound  or  even 
a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea.  He 
happened  to  know  the  homes  of  the 
people  as  intimately  as  any  man,  and 
that  intimacy  led  him  to  think  that  this 
question  should  not  be  treated  in  the 
light  manner  in  which  it  had  been  treated 
that  afternoon.  The  hon.  Member  spoke 
of  the  depression  in  trade ;  he  was  stating 
an  elementary  economic  truth  when  he 
stated  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
depended  on  the  spending  power  of  the 
poor,  and  that,  therefore,  whatever  they 
did  to  restrict  the  spending  power  of  the 
poor  would  interfere  with  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.  Twopence  a  pound  did  not 
appear  a  very  large  sum  as  an  individual 
item ;  but  taken  in  the  aggregate,  it  was 
a  very  important  matter  to  a  working-class 
family.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken  referred  to  the  nineteen 
saviours  of  the  Government  last  night. 
He  was  not  one  of  them.  He  found  him- 
self in  the  Lobby  where  he  generally 
found  himself.  He  believed,  in  the 
language  of  Micawber,  that  if  they  spent 
a  penny  more  than  their  income  they 
were  on  the  way  to  ruin,  whereas  if  they 
spent  a  penny  less  they  were  on  the  way 
to  prosperity.  If  they  lived  within  their 
income,  were  not  reckless  in  expendi- 
ture, and  did  not  rush  into  rash  proceed- 
ings, there  would  be  no  necessity  to 
impose  extra  burdens  of  taxation.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Camlachie  Division 
spoke  of  the  war ;  he  congratulated  him- 
Mr.  John  Wilson. 


self  that  he  waa  one  of  the  men  who 
dared  to  censure  the  war;  and  who, 
although  he  was  mahgned  and  called  a 
traitor,  had  endeavoured  to  keep  the 
country  out  of  the  war  for  which  they 
were  now  paying. 

There  were  two  aspects  of  the 
question  to  which  he  wished  to 
refer.  One  was  the  incidence  of  tbe 
tax  and  the  other  was  the  principle  con- 
tained in  it.  As  regards  the  incidence 
he  only  wished  to  say  that  it  depended 
very  largely  upon  the  view  they  took  of 
the  position  in  which  they  stood  when 
they  spoke  of  the  incidence  of  this  or 
any  other  tax.  The  burthen  was  onlj 
heavy  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of 
the  person  who  had  to  carry  it.  It  wa» 
all  very  well  to  talk  glibly,  as  some  hon. 
Members  had  talked,  about  the  tax  being 
only  2d.  a  pound,  but  a  pound  of  tea  was 
a  fiction  in  many  worlong-claas  families 
in  this  country.  The  poor  purchased 
their  tea  in  very  small  quantities;  and 
if  they  could  buy  a  pound  at  a  time  the 
tax  would  not  bear  so  heavily  on  diem. 
Everyone  who  watched  the  process  of 
taxation  knew  that  beycmd  the  tax 
itself  the  people  had  nearly  always  to 
pay  an  extra  burthen.  A  man's  ability 
to  purchase  an  oimce  of  tea  only 
was  no  disgrace  to  him.  It  was  tiie 
circumstanoe  of  the  wages  he  received 
that  was  the  disgrace ;  it  was  the  sur- 
roundings and  the  conditions  among 
which  he  found  himself  that  waa  the  dis- 
grace and  not  his  spending  power.  Thuee 
who  had  only  15s.  or  16s.  a  week  coming 
in  had  probably  to  depend  upon  tea  {<x 
their  food.  He  thought  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  fixed  his  mind  too 
much  on  the  word  "proportion."  He 
had  sat  at  the  feet  oi  the  right  hor. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  in  his  Radical  days  and  was 
a  great  disciple  of  the  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man.  He  had  obtained  all  the  great 
Radical  truths  from  the  teaching  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  was  sure 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
not  dispute  this  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
authority.  In  a  speech  he  made  in  1885, 
the  right,  hon.  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  dealt  with  a  statement  that 
in  a  village  in  Northamptonshire  there 
were  120  people  whose  average  income 
was  166.  on  which  they  had  taxation  to 
the  extent    of    7^  per  cent.    This  was 
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Astounding  to  the  right  hon.  Member,  who 
compared  it  with  his  own  case.  He  found 
it  difficult  to  estimate  what  he  paid  in 
taxation,  because,  as  he  said,  a  good  deal 
of  taxation  was  very  successfully  hidden, 
but  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
could  not  pay  more  than  6  per  cent,  of 
his  total  income,  and  he  said— 

"  I,  with  all  my  worldly  advaiktAges,  pay  1^ 
per  cent  lees  ttum  is  extracted  from  the  scanty 
eamingi  of  those  poor  peasants.  I  say  it  is  un- 
fair, and  the  sooner  it  is  altered  the  better.** 

The  case  of  this  village,the  hon.  Member 
pointed  out,  was  not  alone  or  singular, 
and  with  the  increase  there  had  been 
since  1885  in  the  sugar  duty  and  the  tea 
duty,  this  proportion  had,  he  said,  been 
widely  altered  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  poor.  He  contended  that 
there  were  other  sources  of  taxation 
to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  have  turned  his  attention,  and  he 
again  quoted  the  •  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  as  his  authority.  That  hon. 
Member  in  1885  said — 

*'  Then  there  is  the  taxation  of  unoccupied 
land,  of  sporting  land,  of  ground  rents,  and  of 
mineral  royaltiea.  I  advocate  all  these  methods 
of  taxation.** 

These  words,  Mr.  Wilson  declared, 
were  still  sound  in  principle ;  they  were 
true  to  the  core,  though  politicians  might 
have  altered  their  political  faith.  These 
things  ought  to  have  been  taxed  before 
the  tea  of  the  poor  people,  but  tea  was, 
he  supposed,  the  line  of  least  resistance. 

Major  SEELT  (Isle  of  Wight)  agreed 
that  this  duty  would  bear  heavily  on  the 
poor,  but  the  money  having  been  spent 
the  nation  must  pay  the  bill ;  therefore, 
so  long  as  the  proposal  was  not  in  itself 
outrageous,  and  was  more  or  less  in 
accordance  with  established  custom,  he 
felt  bound  to  support  the  tax.  It  was 
impossible  not  to  sympathise  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Ludlow  Division 
who  had  presumed  that  another  system 
of  taxation  was  to  be  resorted  to. 
Wicked  though  it  might  be,  if  it  was 
possible  to  tax  the  foreigner  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  withstand  the 
temptation.  But  if  a  more  reasonable 
frame  of  mind  had  been  come  to,  if  at 
last  all  believed  that,  as  we  had  spent 
the  money,  we  ourselves,  ^and  not  the 
foreigner,  must  pay,  the  House  ought  to 
be  thankful  for  small  mercies  and  sup- 
port the  Budget  as  they  found  it.    He 


<  did  not»  however,  consider  the  taxation 
'  altogether  necessary,  because  he  did  not 
,  believe  all  the  expenditure  to  be  neces- 
sary. The  expenditure  on  the  Army, 
;  for  instance,  could  be  reduced  by  at  least 
the  amount  that  would  be  raised  by  this 
'  tea  duty.  He  was  supporting  the  tax 
this  year,  but  he  would  find  it  impossible 
to  do  so  another  year,  because  there  was 
being  maintained  for  the  defence  of  this 
country,. and  as  an  expeditionary  force, 
a  much  larger  number  of  men  than  was 
reasonable  or  necessary.  This  contention 
had  frequently  been  urged,  but  no  signs 
ofj  reduction  could  be  seen.  To 
enable  such  a  reduction  to  be 
made,  it  was  absolutely  essential  that 
the  Volunteer  force  should  be  fostered 
and  maintained.  The  danger  most  to  be 
feared  was  that  in  time  of  peace  a 
reduction  of  the  Regular  Army  might  be 
decided  upon,  and  then  in  a  time  of 
panic  expenditure  on  a  fair  larger  scale 
incurred.  It  was  mainly  because  that 
had  been  done  before  that  this  extra  2d. 
on  tea  was  rendered  necessary.  There- 
fore, while  he  urged  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  endeavour  to  secure 
reduction  in  Army  expenditure,  he  begged 
him  to  see  that  the  one  guarantee  against 
panic,  viz.,  the  maintenance  of  a  proper 
spirit  of  military  responsibility  amongst 
the  masses  of  the  people,  was  not 
impaired. 

I 

Mr.  BLACK  (Banffshire)  said  that  one 
,  good  effect  of  the  debate  was  that  it  had 
!  induced  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
'  to    make    the     clear    declaration    that 
I  taxation  of  the  character  of  the  tea  duty 
I  fell  upon,  not  the  producer,  but  the  con- 
sumer,  and  he    hoped    the  right    hon. 
Gentleman  would  remember  the  point 
!  if    at     any    time     in   the     future     a 
I  re*imposition    of    the    corn     duty    was 
I  suggested.     It    was    necessary    in    this 
matter  to  remember  the  history  of  direct* 
I  and     indirect    taxation,     especially    in 
I  relation  to  the   landed    interest.      The 
!  basis  upon  which  the    landed    interest 
acquired  the  land  was  through  under- 
I  taking  to  bear  the  whole  cost  of  national 
i  defence. 

I     *Mr.  speaker  :    The  hon.  Member 
I  is  now    entering    upon    a  point   which 
is  extremely  remote  from  the  Resolution 
'  before  the  House. 
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BIb.  black  said  his  object  was  to 
call  attention  to  the  disproportion  already 
existing  between  indirect  and  direct 
taxation,  and  to  the  intention  of  the 
Government  still  further  to  increase  that 
disproportion  to  the  injury  of  the  in- 
direct taxpayer.  By  degrees  the  burden 
of  taxation  had  been  thrown  off  the 
landed  interest  on  to  the  shoulders  of  the 
people,  and  a  continuation  of  that 
process  could  be  seen  in  the  Budget 
proposals  of  the  present  year.  In  1902-3, 
the  high-water  period  of  the  war,  the 
amount  raised  by  indirect  taxation  was 
£66,500,000 ;  this  year  it  was  £67,950,000, 
an  increase  of  £1,450,000,  and  in  the  same 
period,  the  amount  of  direct  taxation 
had  been  reduced  from  £59,800,000  to 
£53,200,000,  a  decrease  of  £6,100,000. 
In  the  face  of  those  figures,  how  could  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  claim  to  have 
restored  the  two  classes  of  taxation  to  a 
position  of  equality?  Whatever  differ- 
ences of  opinion  there  might  be  as  to  the 
incidence  of  direct  and  indirect  taxation, 
it  could  not  be  disputed  that  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community  bore  practically 
the  whole  burden  of  indirect  taxation, 
and  yet,  after  a  period  of  abnormal 
prosperity  and  in  a  time  of  peace,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  piling 
up  the  burden  of  the  indirect  and 
lightening  that  of  the  direct  taxpayer. 
Throughout  their  career  the  present 
Government  had  entirely  ignored  the 
question  of  the  taxable  margin,  their  idea 
apparently  being  that  the  minimum  wage 
in  the  country  was  £2,000  a  year.  It 
might  be  asked  what  alternatives  there 
were  to  the  present  proposals.  He  would 
suggest  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer should  obtain  payment  of  .the 
£30,000,000  due  from  the  Transvaal,  or, 
if  that  were  impossible,  that  the  interest 
on  the  money  should  be  secured.  That 
would,  at  any  rate,  yield  £1,000,000, 
which  might  be  applied  to  the  reduction 
of  taxation.  Another  possible  course 
was  to  obtain  from  the  Colonies  a  fair 
contribution  towards  the  cost  of  Imperial 
defence.  No  less  than  £8,000,000  of  the 
increase  in  our  military  expenditure  wag 
due  to  the  number  of  troops  that  were 
scattered  about  the  Empire  outside  India. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  see 
their  way  to  adopt  one  of  these  sugges- 
tions. I 


♦Mb.  MURNAGHAN  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
said  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
appeared  to  have  ranged  over  all  poesible 
subjects  of  taxation  and  to  have  selected 
the  one  which  bore  hardest  on  the  people 
of  Ireland.  A  Royal  Commission  had 
proved  that  Ireland  already  paid  far  in 
excess  of  her  fair  proportion,  but  instead 
of  relieving  that  overburdened  country 
the  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
proposing  to  increase  the  tax  on  a  staple 
article  of  subsistence  among  a  large  class 
of  the  people.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Dumbartonshire  told  them  in  one  sen- 
tence that  tea  was  poison,  and  in  another 
that  it  was  a  luxury,  and  the  only  object 
of  his  speech  seemed  to  be  to  make  a 
soft  bed  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
lie  down  upon.  Ireland  was  going  to 
si^ffer  very  heavily  by  this  extra  duty 
upon  tea.  The  average  consumptioD  of 
tea  in  Ireland  was  811^.  per  heaa  of  the 
population,  but  in  England  and  Scotland 
it  was  only  4  or  51bs.  per  head.  The 
result  was  that  the  greatest  proportion  of 
this  tax  would  have  to  be  paid  by  Ire- 
land, which  was  the  poorest,  and 
was  a  country  that  never  gave  any 
encouragement  to  this  vast  expenditure 
for  which  this  extra  taxation  was  re- 
quired. 

♦Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  That 
subject  cannot  be  discussed  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  tea  duty. 

*Mr.  MURNAGHAN  said  there  wae  a 
deficit  in  the  Exchequer,  and  to  meet  it 
extra  taxation  had  been  'placed  upon 
tea;  and  he  submitted  that  he 
had  a  right  to  say  that  in  incurring  all 
that  expenditure  Ireland  did  no  share. 

*  Mr.  speaker  :  That  subject  is  not 
in  order. 

*Mr  MURNAGHAN  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  line  was  drawn  rather 
strictly  in  regard  to  some  hon.  Members 
but  not  in  regard  to  others. 

*  Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
observation  is  not  in  order.  If  the  hon. 
Member  does  not  think  I  am  doing  my 
duty  he  has  his  remedy. 

♦Mb.  MURNAGHAN  said  he  would  at 
onco  withdraw  his  remark  as  he  had  no 
idea  wh*\tever  of  being  discourteous.  It 
did  seem  to  him  that  Irish  Members  had 
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a  right  to  protest  itgainst  a  tax  which 
they  felt  was  a  great  injustice.  The 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  might  have  taxed 
wines  instead  of  tea,  and  there  were  many 
other  commodities  which  he  might  have 
chosen  and  left  tea  alone.  This  tax 
upon  tea  was  not  a  fair  burden  upon  the 
Irish  people,  who  paid  far  in  excess  of 
the  proper  proportion  of  the  taxes 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  did  not  use  any  sound 
argument  when  he  put  forward  this 
proposal.  The  only  reason  given  for 
imposing  this  tax  was  that  it  followed 
the  line  of  least  resistance.  That  might 
be  so  in  Great  Britain  but  it  was  not  so 
in  Ireland,  and  Irish  Members  would  fail  in 
their  duty  if  they  did  not  protest  against, 
and  take  every  meanis  in  their  power  to  try 
to  remove,  an  impost  upon  a  commodity 
which  the  people  of  Ireland  could  hardly 
dp  without.  Ireland  had  been  looking 
forward  to  a  remission  and  not  an  addi- 
tion to  taxation,  and  if  any  other  com- 
modity had  been  selected  Ireland  would 
have  been  affected  less.  If  they  had 
taxed  maize  or  flour  they  would  not  have 
hurt  Ireland  so  much.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  knew  that  a  tax  upon 
cereals  was  a  tender  subject  amongst 
those  of  his  own  political  household  likely 
to  arouse  opposition,  and  therefore  he 
said,  "I  will  go  for  tea  because 
it  is  not  a  duty  in  regard  to  which  the 
English  and  the  Scotch  take  much  in- 
t3rest,  and  as  for  the  Irish  they  do  not 
count."  The  resistance  of  the  Irish 
Members  might  not  count  on  this  Budget 
but  it  would  count  upon  other  matters. 
It  was  an  imfortimate  day  for  Ireland 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  it 
into  his  head  to  impose  a  duty  of  33  per 
cent,  upon  an  article  which  was  mostly 
used  by  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
result  of  this  tax  would  be  that  the  poor 
people  of  Ireland  would  consume  an 
inferior  quality  of  tea,  for  they  could  not 
afford  to  buy  better  tea.  He  was  sorry 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
showed  no  signs  of  giving  way  on  this 
point,  and  he  regretted  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  make  up  his  mind 
to  withdraw  this  tax  and  put  it  upon 
some  other  article  in  less  general  use  in 
the  dietary  of  the  Irish  people.  Tea,  as 
far  as  Ireland  was  concerned,  was  not  a 
fit  subject  for  increased  taxation,  and  he 
wished  to  enter  a  strong  protest  against  it. 


The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Chambeelain, 
Worcestershire,  E.)  With  the  permission 
of  the  House  I  venture  to  appeal  to  hon. 
Members  to  bring  this  discussion  to  a  close. 
This  subject  of  tea  has  been  fully  discussed 
in  all  its  aspects,  and  I  think  hon«  Mem- 
bers are  somewhat  repeating  what  has 
already  been  said.  The  debate  has  been 
conducted  in  a  good  temper,  and  I  appeal 
to  the  House  to  bring  this  discussion  to 
a  conclusion  at  the  earUest  possible 
moment. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  fully  recognise  the 
spirit  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  intervened  in  this  debate,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  do  not  think  he  is  entitled 
to  express  any  astonishment  at  all  at  the 
length  to  which  this  discussion  has  run,  be- 
cause this  is  a  matter  which  vitally  affects 
the  comfort  and  health  of  the  constituen- 
cies of  hon.  Members  who  have  spoken.  I 
think  it  is  rather  a  remarkable  circum- 
stance that  so  many  hon.  Meinbers  from  all 
parts  of  the  three  kingdoms  have  got  up 
and  given  from  their  own  personal  know- 
ledge and  acquaintance  so  strong  a  testi- 
mony to  the  evil  effect  of  this  proposed 
duty.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
complain,  but  I  think  that  any  attempt, 
even  by  the  moral  effect  of  his  interference, 
to  stop  the  expression  of  this  general 
opinion  which  is  felt  so  strongly  wouW  be 
a  mistake.  The  matter  is  of  such  import- 
ance  in  regard  to  this  particular  duty 
that  I  think  the  House  may  very  well  be 
left  to  itself  to  give  expression  to  ita 
strong  feelings. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.)  said 
he  thought  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man rose  he  was  going  to  ask  the  special 
leave  of  the  House  to  reply  to  some  of 
the  observations  which  had  been  made. 
He  did  not  think  the  speeches  which  had 
been  made  in  regard  to  this  tax  deserved 
the  sweeping  condemnation  passed  upon 
them  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
who  spoke  very  early  in  the  debate  and 
since  that  time  considerations  had  been 
laid  before  the  House  which  he  thought 
demanded  some  reply.  After  aU,  this 
was  one  of  the  most  important  proposals 
in  the  Budget.  There  were  one  or  two 
points  in  connection  with  this  question 
which  he  thought  he  might  dwell  upcn* 
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It  had  been  a  source  of  satisfaction  to 
many  hon.  Members  that  there  had  been 
from  so  many  quarters  in  the  House  state- 
ments made  in  favour  of  economy.  He  and 
others  had  advocated  that  in  dark  as 
weU  as  in  bright  days,  and  they  rejoiced 
BOW  to  find  support  from  unexpected 
quf^rters  where  they  did  not  find  it  in 
past  days.  He  would  not  make  any 
reservations.  Some  had  reserved  the 
Army,  others  the  Navy,  and  others  had 
reserved  both.  An  hon.  Member  had 
limited  himself  to  the  salaries  of  certain 
officials  of  the  House  of  liords.  The  tea 
duty  pointed  to  the  fact  that  during  past 
years  the  country  had  been  living  beyond 
its  means,  and  they  must  do  as  a  nation 
what  individuals  had  to  do — cut  their 
coat  according  to  their  cloth.  They  must 
cut  down  the  great  spending  Departments, 
and  he  was  prepar^  to  vote  against  anv 
of  the  additional  taxes  now  proposed. 
He  did  so  on  perfectly  logical  grounds. 
Some  of  them  had  done  their  best  to 
prevent  th^  great  increase  of  expenditure 
which  had  taken  place.  Their  next  line 
was  to  try  to  prevent  the  (}ovemment 
from  being  able  to  carry  out  what  they 
believed  to  be  pernicious  and  extravagant 
expenditure.  He  would  vote  against 
any  other  taxes  that  might  be  proposed 
to  carry  out  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
most  pernicious  policy  which  would  tend 
only  to  the  ultimate  ruin  of  this  country 
if  long  continued.  He  would  certainly 
not  follow  the  example  of  those  who  had 
made  alternative  proposals.  That  was 
not  his  business  or  that  of  any  other 
Member  of  the  Qouse.  What  they 
had  to  do  was  to  criticise  the  proposals  of 
the  Government.  They  were  responsible 
for  puttipg  before  the  country  the  taxes 
which  shoald  be  imposed,  and  prominent 
amongst  them  was  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

There  was  one  aspect  of  the  tea  tax 
"which  had  not  been  sufFciently  dwelt 
upon.  When  the  duty  was  raised  from 
4d.  to  6d.  in  1900  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bristol 
used  these  words — 

"The  extra  2d.  is  purely,  is  my  opinion, 
an  exceptional  tax  levied  for  the  purpose  of  the 
present  war.** 

The  2d.  put  on  for  the  special  and 
exceptional  purpose  of  the  war  was  not 
only  not  to  be  taken  off  but  was  being 
^dded   to  by  another    2d.       Yesterday 

Mr.  Buchanan, 


they  had  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer a  most  important  statement  to 
the  effect  that,  while  be  recognised  that 
theadditional  spirit  and  beer  duties  were 
originally  imposed  for  the  porpose  of  tiie 
war,  the  permanent  peace  expenditure  had 
so  increased  that  they  must  be  retained 
permanently  as  port  of  the  financialsystem 
of  the  \.  7untry  to  meet  that  expenditure. 
That  was  an  absolute  abandonment  of  all 
hope  for  this  country  that  it  wotxld  within 
a  limited  time — at  any  rate  under  the 
auspices  of  the  present  Grovemment — get 
rid  of  any  of  the  burdens  imposed  on 
it    for    the    purposes   of    the    war.      In 

Gat  years  the  ri^ht  hon.  Grentleman  the 
ember  for  West  Bristol  and  otker 
Ministers  had  promised  that  when  the  war 
came  to  an  end  one  of  the  first  duties  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  be 
to  survey  the  situation  and  endeavour  to 
see  by  what  means  the  additioiial 
burdens  which  had  been  placed  on  the 
people  might  be  diminished,  or  taken 
off,  if  not  within  a  single  year, 
at  any  rate  within  a  limited 
period.  They  had  good  reason  to  antici- 
pate that  this  would  have  been  done  last 
year  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Croydon,  and  still  more  had 
they  a  right  to  expect  it  from  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  cur- 
rent year.  But  there  was  no  attempt  to  do 
this  at  all.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  gone  a  step  backward  and  tokl 
them  that  they  must  abandon  the  prospect 
of  being  able  to  do  this  in  the  immecUate 
future,  and  must  be  content  to  consider 
the  charges  imposed  as  temporary  war 
taxes  as  permanent  peace  taxes  for  time 
to  come.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
take  note  of  this  and  see  what  they  had 
been  led  into  by  the  Government. 

As  to  the  economic  side  of  the  tea  tax  it 
could  not  be  denied  that  the  consumer 
would  have  to  pay  it.  He  had  received  a 
copy  of  a  circular  issued  by  a  firm  of  tea 
dealers  in  which  they  drew  the  attention  of 
their  customers  to  the  fact  that  the  price 
would  be  increased  2d.  per  lb.  on  account 
of  the  additional  duty  imposed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  A<9  his  hon. 
friend  tht- Member  for  Durham  had  pointed 
out,  the  poorer  classes  in  the  country  would 
have  to  pay  more  than  the  extra  2d, 
because  they  bought  not  a  pound 
of  tea  at  a  time,  but  a  pennyworth  or 
twopenny  worth.    An  inquiry  made  some 
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ears  ago  at  the  instanoe  of  Lord  Goschen, 
rlien  Chanoelloi  of  the  Exchequer,  showed 
hat  poor  people  who  bought  tea  in  such 
mall  quantities  paid  at  the  rate  of  Ss.  5d., 
\&.  8d.,  and  36.  9d.  per  lb.    The  estimate 
^iven  by  the  Chancellor  of  tiie  Exchequer 
ast    night  as  to  the  yield  of  this  tax 
leemed  to  him  to  be  slightly  sanguine. 
Ele   did    not  say  that    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman's  figures  were  wrong,  but  he 
gave  the  statistics  in  groups  of  periods 
of  three  years,  pointing  out  that  the  con- 
sumption of  tea  per  head  per  annum  of 
the  population  in  the  last  three  years 
had  gone  up  to  6*05  lbs.  from  5*9  lbs.  in 
the  penultimate  period  of   three  years. 
That  small  increase  &>r  a  period  of  six 
years  naturally  made  him  think  that  the 
consumption  of  tea  was  really  still  in- 
creasing.   On  referring  to  a  table  in  the 
Heport  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 
giving  the  consumption  of  tea  in  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  last  ten  years  he 
found  that  the  figures  were: — In  1893, 
208.000,000  lbs. ;  1894,  214,000,000  lbs. ; 
1896,  221,000,000  lbs.;  1896,  227,000,000 
lbs.;     1897,    231,000,000    lbs.;     1898, 
236,000,000  lbs.;  1899,  242,000,000  lbs.; 
1900,  249,a 0,000  lbs.;  1901,  266,000,000 
lbs.;  1902,  264,000,000  lbs.    The  rate  of 
the  increase  had  begun  to  go  down  more 
than  two  years  ago,  and  last  year  there 
vras  actually  a  small  decrease.    There- 
fore he  thought  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  was  not  entitled  to  lead  the  House 
to  betieve  that  the  proceeds  of  this  tax 
i^ere  in  a  buoyant  position,  that  3rear  after 
year  we  were  consuming  more  tea,  and 
that  we  might  expect  a  continuously  in- 
•creasing  return  from  the  tax  with  the 
proposed  increase.    When  Mr.  Gladstone 
dealt  witii  the  tea  duty  in  1863  he  re- 
duced it  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.,  and  in  1866 
from  Is.  to  6d. ;  he  contrasted  the  claims 
of  sugar  and  tea,  and  practically  decided 
in  favour  of  tea  because  of  the  large  pro- 
portion the  tax  on  tea  bore  to  the  value 
of  the  conmiodity.     If  that  was  true 
then  it  was  equally  true  now,  because  it 
brought  it  up  to  a  great  deal  more  than 
100  per  cent. 

He  had  been  disappointed  that  while 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
without  an  effort  put  od  a  tax  which 
affected  the  poorest  of  the  poor,  he 
had  been  somewhat  slow  and  shy  in 
endeavouring  to  hit  one  section  of  the 
community  which  ought  to  bear  increased 


taxation.  That  was  not  the  well-to-do 
working  classes,  or  the  middle  classes, 
but  the  richest  of  the  rich.  That  was  a 
distinct  defect  in  his  Budget.  They  were 
justified  in  comparing  the  easiness  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed 
to  impose  this  tax  on  the  poor,  and  the 
reluctance  he  showed  the  previous  day 
even  to  consider  the  possibility  of  alter- 
ing the  incidence  of  the  income-tax  to 
make  it  bear  on  the  richest  of  the  rich. 
He  thought  that  this  tax  had,  to  a 
certain  degree,  besides  its  economic 
aspect,  also  a  political  aspect.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  members  of  the 
richer  classes  certainly  supported  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and 
that  those  who  sat  on  his  side  of 
the  House  derived  their  support  from 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  community. 
Without  elaborating  that  point  at  any 
great  length,  one  could  say  that,  at  any 
rate,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Ministry  of  which  he  was  a 
member  were  not  less  willing  to  put  their 
hands  on  this  tax,  because  the  incidence  of 
it  woukl  not  press  on  the  majority  of 
their  own  supporters.  He  would  quote  an 
authority  which  would  be  listened  to 
with  deference  by  the  majority  of  the 
House,  and  especially  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Shortly  after  the 
Liberals  had  oeen  defeated  over  Mr. 
Childers'  Budget  in  1886,  which  imposed 
extra  beer  and  spirit  duties,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham,  in  a  speech  delivered  at 
HoUoway  on  17th  June,  1886,  drew 
attention  to  the  then  position  of  affairs, 
and  contrasted  two  sets  of  taxation  as 
proposed  by  the  Libera  b  and  by  the 
Conservatives.  In  that  speech  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  used  these  words — 

«  The  Toriee  have  got  £13,000,000  to  find, 
and  how  are  they  going  to  do  it  ?  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  the  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
told  them  that  the  Toriee  wonld  pay  their  way. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  that  is  %n  entirely  new 
departure  in  Conseryative  finance.  Bui  how 
are  they  going  to  pay  their  way  ?  According 
to  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach  by  raiting  a  tax  on  tea. 
That  is  to  say,  he  will  spare  the  beer  barrel  and 
tax  the  teapot  He  will  relieve  the  Tory 
pablioan  at  the  expeose  of  the  Radical  tee- 
totaUer.*' 

That  put  the  political  aspect  of  this  ques- 
tion in  a  nutshell  in  much  more  forcible 
language  than  he  could  use. 
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*Hr.  BARRAN  (Leeds,  N.)  said  that 
the  House  recently  discussed  the  prob- 
lem that  a  large  number  of  children 
were  being  sent  to  school  in  such  a 
physical  condition  that  they  could 
not  gain  the  benefit  of  the  education 
that  was  offered  them.  Now,  this  tax 
on  tea  would  fall  with  a  heavy  weight 
on  that  particular  portion  of  the  popula- 
lation  of  our  large  cities  whose  children 
came  to  the  schools  unfed.  In  his  speech 
the  previous  night  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  took  exception  that  they,  on, 
that  side  of  the  House,  had  raised  an 
objection  not  only  to  the  tea  tax,  but  to 
the  tax  on  com  and  sugar.  There  was 
no  inconsistency  in  that.  It  appeared  to 
him  to  be  consistent.  They  were  dis- 
cussing the  large  question  of  taxes  on 
articles  which  were  absolutely  necessary 
for  that  large  class  of  the  population  for 
whom  he  spoke.  It  was  not  simply  the 
question  whether  this  extra  2d.  on  tea 
was  to  be  added.  If  the  taxes  on 
tea  and  sugar  could  be  taken  away 
altogether  it  would  materially  alter 
the  position  of  the  whole  working- 
class  population.  He  did  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  if  these  taxes  were 
abolished  altogether  an  enormous  amount 
of  revenue  would  be  withdrawn  from  the 
Exchequer.  But  he  would  remind  the 
House  that  had  the  normal  rate  of 
increase  of  taxation  gone  on  in  this 
country  instead  of  an  abnormal  rate, 
it  would  have  been  quite  possible  to 
have  relieved  the  people  from  all  taxa- 
tion on  the  necessaries  of  life  within  the 
last  ten  years.  An  hon.  Member  opposite 
had  deaJt,  from  a  scientific  point  of  view, 
with  the  question  as  to  whether  tea  was 
a  necessity  of  life  or  a  luxury.  He 
would  not  follow  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
that  argument;  but  the  people  had 
decided  very  emphatically  that,  in  their 
opinion,  tea  was  a  necessary  of  life. 
Apart  from  that  was  it  wise,  as  a  matter 
of  policy,  that  so  large  an  amount  of 
taxation  should,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
allowed  to  fall  heavily  on  that  part  of 
the  population  which  both  sides  of  the 
House  admitted  should  be  enabled  to 
live  in  more  comfort  than  in  the  past; 
and,  what  was  more  important,  should 
be  enabled  to  send  their  children  to 
school  in  a  state  to  be  physftally  and 
mentally  developed?  Whatever  taxes 
might  have  to  be  levied    otherwise,  it 


would  be  to  the  direct  profit  of  the 
country  to  assist  that  class  of  children 
by  reducing  taxation  on  all  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  so  that  there  might  be  no 
danger  of  their  phy.^ical  deteriomtioii. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) said  he  wished  to  express  the 
great  reluctance  and  deep  regret  with 
which  he  yielded  to  the  necossi^  for 
this  tax  being  imposed  by  His  Majesty's 
(Government.  In  the  first  place,  every- 
one who  had  studied  the  social  con- 
dition of  the  United  Elingdom  must  have 
a  strong  objection  to  iiKlirect  taxation 
of  every  kind  whioh  was  levied  on  the 
necessaries  of  life.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  expressed  what  he 
was  sure  was  the  opinion  of  every  hon. 
Member,  that  nothing  was  more  dis- 
advantageous from  a  large  Imperial  point 
of  view  at  the  present  moment  than  to 
attempt  to  increase  the  cost  of  the 
necessary  food  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  Although  a  very  large  nomher 
of  the  people  in  this  country  were  well 
and  amply  fed,  there  was  a  very  large 
section  of  the  people — ^the  exact  per- 
centage, 30  per  cent.,  20  per  cent.,  or  10 
per  cent.,  might  be  disputed — who  were 
unable  to  provide  their  children  with  the 
nutrition  necessary  for  them  to  go 
through  the  physical  and  mental  in- 
struction provided  for  them  in  the 
schools,  and  to  enable  them  to  develop 
into  strong  men  and  women  capable  ii 
performing  their  part  in  the  battle  of 
life.  Therefore,  everyone  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  social  condition  of  the 
people  must  feel  the  greatest  reluctance 
in  imposing  any  tax  on  any  article  of 
the  food  of  the  people.  But  in  this  case, 
the  taxes  upon  food  which  now  pressed 
upon  the  narrow  means  of  the  people 
were  imposed  for  war  purposes ;  the  sugar 
duty  was  proposed  for  war  purposes ;  the 
com  duty,  which  was  taken  off  last  year^ 
was  proposed  for  war  purposes  ;  and  the 
additional  duties  on  tobacco,  beer,  and 
spirits  were  also  proposed  professedly  for 
war  purposes.  Now  he  thought  it  was  a 
very  good  thing  that  the  expense  ^f  the 
war  should  be  felt  by  every  class  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  that  everyone 
should  know  that  if  the  coimtry  indulged 
in  the  luxury  of  going  to  war  it  must  be 
paid  for  by  tiie  denial  of  the  conveniences, 
the  comforts,  and  even  the  neceasartea 
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fe.     It  was  quite  true  that  the  war 

over ;   but  the  payment  for  the  war 

not  over.    They  still  continued  to 

for  the  war,  and  they  would  continue 

>ay  for  it,  directly  or  indirectly,,  for 

>ral  years  still  to  come.  Therefore  there 

some  excuse  for  still  keeping  on  the 

taxes,  because  the  war  was  not  yet 

1  for,  and,  until  the  cost  of  the  war 

been   paid,  taxation  could   not  be 

iced.     An  hon.  Member  opposite  said 

b  the  Irish  Party  were  opposed  to  the 

',  and   that,  therefore,  it  was  rather 

d  that  they  should  be  called  upon  to 

'  for  it.  But  as  long  as  these  countries 

•e  a  United  Kingdom  they  could  not 

ke  a  distinction  between  one  part  of 

and  another,  and  as  the  majority  of 

people  of  the  United  Kingdom  were 

avour  of  the  war,  the  United  Kingdom 

%  whole  would  have  to  pay  for  it. 

XL  the  case  of  this  particular  tax  on  tea, 
was  unable  to  say  whether  the  (Jovem- 
nt  might  not  have  found  some  other 
Kie  of  raising  the  money,  but,  having 
sided  to  raise  the  money  on  tea,  there 
re  several  peculiarities  connected  with 
3  tax  which  were  well  worth  the  atten- 
»n  of  the  House.  The  first  was,  that 
was  a  very  great  object  lesson  as  to 
e  effect  produced  throughout  the 
ontry  by  taxation  on  one  of  the 
oessaries  of  life.  The  price  rose  im- 
ddiately ;  every  grocer  in  the  country 
It  up  the  price  of  tea  by  the  amount 
the  tax,  and  probably  in  the  case 
retailers  who  sold  tea  by  the  ounce, 
the  half  ounce,  by  a  great  deal  more 
lan  the  tax,  and  that  not  only  on 
le  tea  which  would  come  into  the 
mntry  hereafter  but  on  the  tea  which 
as  in  stock.  What  the  mass  of  the 
sople  had  to  pay  was  not  only  the  tax 
aposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Bx- 
tiequer,  but  a  considerable  profit  which 
'ent  iDto  the  pockets  of  the  retailers, 
nother  consequence  which  would  natur- 
Uy  follow,  and  which  the  people  of  the 
Duntry  would  no  doubt  appreciate,  was 
bat  there  would  be  a  check  (m  the 
oQsnmption  of  tea.  People  wouki  not 
e  able  to  buy  so  much  tea,  and  that 
rould  he  a  direct  injury  to  the  growers 
rho  were  British  subjects  in  our  own 
ependencies.  A  few  days  ago  the  right 
lOD.  OdQtleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham    twitted   an  hon.  Member 


opposite  because  he  stated  that  tetf 
growers  in  India  and  Ceylon  would  be 
adversely  affected.  But  it  was  perfectly 
obvious  that  an  injury  would  be  inflicted 
on  both  the  consumer  and  the  producer,, 
because  the  consumer  would  have  to  pay 
a  higher  price  for  the  article,  and  as 
regaided  the  producer  because  the  market 
would  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  spoiled^ 
and  there  would  not  be  the  same  demand 
as  if  there  had  been  no  tax  put  on. 

There  was  another  consolation  for 
putting  on  this  tax,  and  that  was  that  it 
would  press  so  hardly  on  the  people  of 
the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom — 
Irishmen  as  well  as  Englishmen-r-that  it 
would,  he  hoped,  cause  the  people 
seriously  to  reflect  how  taxation  of  thi» 
kind  could  be  avoided  in  time  to  come^ 
It  would  be  a  hard  and  a  cruel  lesson  for 
the  people,  but  it  would  be  a  lesson; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  people  of  the 
country  would  lay  to  heart  the  obvioufr 
reflection  which  they  were  always  repeat- 
ing in  this  House  but  never  laying  te 
heart,  and  that  was  that  the  only  way  to 
avoid  taxation  of  this  kind  on  the  con- 
veniences and  necessaries  of  the  people 
was  to  direct  the  policy  and  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  in  such  a 
way  that  such  demands  on  the  people 
would  be  no  longer  necessary.  If  they 
made  up  their  minds  that  they  were 
going  to  be  a  great  military  Empire,  that 
they  were  going  to  have  always  a  great 
force  ready  to  strike  at  their  enemies  in 
any  part  of  the  worM,  they  must  pay  for 
it.  It  was  no  use  holding  out  to  the 
people  of  the  United  Kingdom  any 
prospect  of  economy  if  they  were  going 
to  pursue  a  policy  which  would  make  a 
great  military  Empire  of  the  British 
Empire  of  to-day.  Let  him  not  be 
denounced  as  a  Little  Englander.  He 
claimed  to  be  an  Imperialist  of  the 
true  sort,  because  he  rejoiced  over 
the  extension  of  the  influence  of 
this  country  in  the  world.  But  he 
looked  to  the  extension  of  that  influ- 
ence as  more  likely  to  result  from  a  just, 
firm,  and  benevolent  policy  towards  other 
nations  than  from  a  policy  of  maintaining 
soldiers  and  munitions  of  war  by  which 
force  could  be  exercised  against  other 
nations.  If  this  country  was  to  have  a 
small  expenditure  it  must  make  up  its 
mind  to  be  a  model  Empire.     He  hoped 
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that  the  people  of  this  country  would 
consider  between  now  and  next  year  how 
the  expenditure  of  the  country  could  be 
brought  within  the  means  of  the  country 
without  having  to  resort  to  taxation  of 
this  kind — taxation  on  com,  sugar,  tea, 
and  the  other  materials  which  the  people 
of  this  country  consumed,  and  on  the 
cheapness  of  which  their  happiness,  to  a  i 
great  extent,  depended.     The  only  way  of  I 
doing  that  was  for  them  to  be  content  i 
with     defending      themselves      against 
foreign  attack  and  with  maintaining  the  i 
Navy  to  preserve  their  shores  from  inva- 
sion, giving  up  the  idea  of  keeping  a  i 
striking  force  at  enormous  expenditure  ' 
in  Older  to  intermeddle  with  a£Eairs  in ! 
other  parts  of    the  world.    The  great ' 
country    which    was    their    best    ally 
and  which  was    the  product    of    their 
own  people,  the  United  States,  did  not  i 
keep  a  great  striking  force,  but  contented  j 
themselves  with  adequate  provision  for 

the  defence  of  their  own  territory. 

I 

♦Mb.    SPEAKER:    The  right    hon. 
Gentleman  is  now,  I  think,  entering  on  \ 
topics  which  cannot  be  entered  on  on  each 
Resolution.    It  may  be  that,  when  the  i 
whole  scheme  is  before  the  House  on  the  ' 
Second  Reading  of  the  Finance  BiU,  the 
question   of  excessive  expenditure  may  i 
be  discussed,  but  on  the   tea  duty  it  is  , 
impossible  to  allow  a  discussion  on  the 
whoje  policy  which  leads  to  expenditure. 

t  Sir  JOHN  OORST  said  he  strongly 
regretted  having  been  betrayed  into 
matters  which  he  now  saw  were  beside 
the  Resolution.  He  would  reserve  any 
further  remarks  on  the  subject  until 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Finance  Bill, 
when  no  doubt  they  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longford,  N.) 
said  the  opposition  of  the  Irish  Members  to 
this  increase  in  the  tax  upon  tea  was 
based  upon  the  Report  of  the  Financial 
Relations  Cammittee,  which  stated  that 
Ireland  was  already  over- taxed  to  the  ex- 
tent of  some  £3,000,000  or  £4,000,000  a 
year.  The  additional  tax  upon  tea  would 
add  to  that  over-taxation  some  £300,000. 
It  was  a  very  grievous  burden, 
and  from  that  point  of  view  he 
associated  himself  with  everything  which 
had  been  said  in  opposition  to  the  im- 
position of  this  extra  twopence.     This 

Sir  John  Oorst. 


tax  would  inevitably  lead,  also,  to  the 
deterioration  of  tea.  It  was  not  the 
rich  man  who  suffered,  but  the  poor 
man;  and  he  held  strong  opinions  on  the 
question  of  the  adulteration  of  tea,  for 
that  was  what  it  came  to.  The  lunacy 
statistics  of  Ireland  were  a  lamentable 
spectacle.  When  he  occupied  the  pw- 
tion  of  a  magistrate  in  Ireland  he  was 
frequently  called  upon  to  commit  lunatics, 
and  in  most  cases  the  doctors  stated  tiiat 
uhe  lunacy  was  due  to  the  excessive  use 
of  tea,  owing  to  the  practice  among 
the  poor  of  having  the  teapot  stewing  on 
the  fire  all  day  long  and  extracting  tiie 
tannin,  which  was  a  positive  poison,  from 
the  tea.  The  poor  people  who  had  to 
live  to  a  very  large  extent  upon  this 
product  would  naturally  suffer,  because 
the  tea  supplied  would  not  be  so  good  as 
before.  He  opposed  this  extra  duty 
not  only  upon  tiiat  ground  but  also  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  the  r^ult  of  a 
war  to  which  the  Irish  }>eople  gave  no 
countenance  and  for  which,  therefore, 
they  should  not  be  made  to  pay.  This 
tax  was  a  grave  injustice  to  the  poorer 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE    (Northampton) 

regretted  that  the  right  hon.  Member  for 

the  Cambridge  University  was  interrupted 

in    his    very  interesting    remarks    witk 

regard  to  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Groveni- 

ment,  but  was  glad  to  hear  of  the  ri^t 

I  hon.  Member's  intention  to  revert  to  t^t 

I  subject  on  the  8econd  Reading   of  the 

I  Finance  Bill.     The  right  hon.  G^entlemaa 

was  one  whom  he  could  welcome  as  a 

brother  as  his  opinions  were  sound.     But 

unfortunately,  in    common    with     other 

Members  of  the  Party  opposite,  although 

his  head  was  sound  his  legs  were  weak 

and  his  arguments  did  not  carry  him  into 

the  proper  lobby.    He  warned  the   li^t 

hon.  Gentleman  and  those  who  thought 

with  him  that  they  would  never  induce 

their  own  side  to  take  up  a  policy  which 

(hey  advocated  until  they  impressed  os 

their  leaders  the  fact  that  until  they  did 

they   would  not  vote  for  them.       One 

strong  characteristic  of  hon.  (Tentlemen 

opposite  was  that  they  seemed  to  have 

a  hatred  of  the  word  "  free  " ;  directly  they 

heard  of  ** free  labour"  it  was  **  slavery." 

they  would   not  hear  of   "  free  trade/ 

and  when  a  **  free  breakfast  table  *'  was 

spoken  of  would  not  listen.      The  tax 
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the  breakfast  table  had  been  reduced 
der  Liberal  Administrations,  but  under 
s  Governmeot  it  had  been  continually 
ded  to,  and  if  it  was  not  now  put  a 
►p  to  where  was  it  to  end  ?  They  had 
ted  the  sugar ;  they  had  taxed  the  tea ; 
2y  would  tax  the  cup  into  which  the  tea 
iS  poured  and  the  spoon  with  which  it 
kS  stirred.     The  (jrovemment  seemed  to 

under  the  impression  that  they  could 
mbug  and  hoodwink  poor  men  to  such 

extent  that  they  would  be  not  only 
ntent  but  pleased  at  every  tax  put 
^n  them,  so  long  as  they  knew  that 
e  money  was  going  to  be  spent;  that 
ey  would  say,  **  My  tea  is  taxed,  thank 
>d.  My  sugar  is  taxed,  thank  Grod. 
^^erjrthing  I  have  is  taxed,  thank  Ood, 
cause  the  Government  is  going  to  spend 
e  money  in  running  after  Tibetans  in 
bet  or  Mad  Mullahs  in  Somaliland." 
lat  was  a  mistake ;  the  English  people 
>uld  have  no  taxation  of  the  com- 
odities  of  the  breakfast  tal)]^. 

What  was  the  reason  of  this  tax  ?  The 
asonwas  that  the  Government,  like  asilly 
oman  out  shopping,  wanted  to  buy  two 
ips  from  the  Chilian  Government 
icause  they  thought  they  had  a  bargain, 
he  amount  paid  for  those  two  ships  just 
|ualled  the  amount  to  be  raised  by 
lis  tax  on  tea.  It  was  true  that  tea  in 
le  sense  was  not  a  necessity,  but  then 
great  many  things  we  used  were  not 
3cessaries.  The  clothes  we  wore  in 
unmer  were  not  a  necessity ;  the  roof 
lat  covered  us  was  not  a  necessity,  we 
>uld  perch  in  trees.  All  these  tlungs  were 
>mforts  to  which  we  had  become  so 
'/Customed  as  to  become  necessary  to  our 
listened.  Tea  in  that  way  had  become 
necessity.  Let  the  House  reflect  how 
omen  enjoyed  themselves  over  a  cup  of 
la.  In  this  House  there  was  a  special 
>om  called  the  tea  room,  to  which  hon. 
[embers  retired  when  debates  were  dull 
ad  cheered  themselves  up  with  a  cup  of 
sa.  One  hon.  Member  practically  ascribed 
le  fact  of  his  being  so  useful  and  able  a 
[ember  of  this  House  to  the  e£Eect  of  the 
»a  he  used  to  drink.  Look  at  what  the 
[case  might  have  lost !  Moreover,  if  the 
IX  on  tea  had  been  less,  so  that  he  could 
ave  purchased  more,  his  hon.  friend 
light  have  been — if  it  were  possible — an 
vtn  more  useful  and  able  Member.  The 
Ktraordinary  theory  of  the  Chancellor  of 
[le   Exchequer  as  to  the   consumption 


of  tea  having  reached  saturation  point 
had  been  effectively  disposed  of  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Islington.  To  a 
large  class  of  people  who  had  to  struggle 
for  existence  tea  was  a  practical  necessity, 
and  a  rise  in  the  price  must  inevitably 
either  diminish  the  quantity  or  lower  the 
quality  of  the  tea  they  were  able  to  buy* 

Advocates  of  the  new  fiscal  creed  con- 
tended that  import  duties  fell  on  the 
producer.  The  tea  duty  would  certainly 
not  fall  on  the  Chinese  producer,  for  he 
could  not  produce  more  cheaply  than  at 
present,  and  if  he  lost  his  market  it 
simply  meant  that  land  would  have  to  go 
out  of  cultivation.  The  same  was  true 
of  India.  And  this  was  from  a  Govern- 
ment who  were  supposed  to  be  in 
favour  of  assisting  the  Colonies!  In- 
direct taxes  were  a  mean  fraud  on 
the  community,  because  they  enabled  the 
'Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  skin  the 
people  without  th^r  knowledge.  He  would 
like  to  see  nothing  but  direct  taxation^ 
and  that  should  begin  where  the  struggle 
for  existence  ended.  That  was  his  idea 
of  a  sound  fiscal  system.  The  Liberal 
Party  when  in  oiSce  might,  certainly,, 
have  done  better  than  their  record 
proved  to  have  been  the  case.  This 
he  would  say — ^that  if  only  a  Radical 
Ministry  were  placed  in  office  they  would 
give  Members  such  a  Budget  and  such  a 
scheme  of  finance  as  would  surprise 
them.  They  would  act  on  the  principle 
so  ably  advocated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham— the  principle  of  **  ransom  " ;  they 
would  place  the  burden  on  the  shoulders 
best  able  to  bear  it;  they  would  effect 
economies,  and  do  away  with  the  wild 
and  reckless  foreign  poUcy  which  rendered 
necessary  the  present  huge  armaments; 
and  every  farthing  of  taxation  would  be 
spent  for  the  ben^t  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  He  was  not  ashamed  to  call 
himself  a  "Little  Englander"  and  a 
parochial  politician.  A  man  could  not^ 
go  far  wrong  if  he  devoted  himself  as  a 
legislator  to  the  welfare  of  the  40,000,000' 
of  people  who  inhabited  this  country,, 
and  whose  interests  would  never  be 
properly  looked  after  until  there  was  in 
power  a  sound  Radical  Government, 
who  would  bring  in  a  system  of  Radical 
finance  imder  which  hon.  Members 
opposite  wouki  simply  writhe. 
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*Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
ebire,    RadclifFe)    said    the    difiereDce 
between  many  Members  on  the  Ocverr- 
snent  side  of  the  House  and  Members  of 
the  Opppsition    was  that    the  former, 
although  they  believed  this  tax  to  be  f ar  i 
too  high,  were  going  to  vote  in  favour  of 
it,  while  the  latter,  with  the  same  belief, 
were  going  to  vote  against  it.     The  only  I 
way  in  which  the  expenditure  of  the 
/Country  could  be  reduced  was  by  voting  i 
fin  the  House,  and  he  hoped  that  Mem-  ' 
•ben  on  both  sides  would  endeavour  by  i 
fthcit  means  to  lessen  the  Estimates  even 
in   the  present  year.      There  was  one  | 
'branch  <rf  expenditure  in  regard  to  which 
many  Members  seemed  absolutely  afraid 
.  of  suggesting  any  reduction.     The  word 
"Navy"  was  very  like  the  blessed  word 
*'  Mesopotamia/'    and     immediately    a 
reduction  was  moved  on  any  Navy  Vote  j 
Members  ran  like  mbbitp  out  of  the  House.^ 
It  was  high  time  this  fear  of  words  was 
discarded,  and  some  real  economy  at-  i 
tempted.     He  hoped  that  if  ever  the  | 
Liberal  Party  got  into  power,  and  he 
supposed  they  would  do  some  day,  they 
would  retain  the  love  for  economy,  and 
that  they  would  be  reinforced  by  many  j 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I 

His  main  objection  to  the  present  tea 
.duty  was  that    it    was    a  poll-tax  on 
poverty.      It  was    almost    as  much  a 
cjipitation  tax  in  its  efEect  as  that  levied 
in  the  time  of  Wat  Tyler,  and  everybody  | 
knew  what  happened  then.     He  "hoped 
the  time  would  come  when  every  tax-  ' 
payer  would  be  given  a  slip  of  paper  \ 
containing  a  risunU  of  the  Budget,  so  | 
that  they  would  know  the  amount  they 
were  paying  and  the  objects  for  which  it  \ 
was  required.    If  such  a  system  had  been 
in  force  he  doubted  whether  any  Chan- 
cellcNT  of  the  Exchequer  would  have  dared 
to  propose  this  increase  in  the  tea  duty. 
The  spirits  and  beer  duties  were  not  to 
be  increased  because  they  were  alleged  to 
have  reached  the  limit  of  productive-  ' 
ness.     But  had  not  another  Umit  been 
more  than    reached,   viz.,   that   of  the 
productiveness    and    happiness    of    the  ! 
very  poor  ?      A  large  class  of  the  com- 
munity    were    only    just     above     the , 
minimum  of    subsistence.       The    only 
charm  political  life    possessed  for  him  > 
was  the  hope  that  he  might  be  able  to  do  j 
something  for  those  who  were  unable  to  I 
help    themselves,    and    the    motive    he 


claimed  for  hini^lf  he  freely  conceded  to 
all  others.  But  what  better  wav  vai 
there  of  helping  these  poor  people  tii&n 
by  laying  as  small  a  burden  as  poesibk 
upon  them  ?  Already  the  inconK-t&i 
was  graduated  in  regard  to  exemptioDs. 
and  if  it  was  right  that  incomes  of  ies 
than  £160  should  escape  that  impost,  wbr 
should  not  indirect  taxation  be  so  d^ 
vised  as  to  pass  over  the  sheer  necessane 
of  bare  existence  ?  The  price  of  sogir 
had  already  been  increased  by  at  leas* 
^.  per  lb.  as  a  result  of  the  Oovenimem 
policy.  Many  poor  widows  in  tk 
country  really  lived  on  bread,  butter, 
sugar,  and  tea.  Tea  was  already  taxed 
75  per  cent.,  and  now  they  were  goiiif 
to  increase  it  to  100  per  cent.  Tb 
was  a  serious  matter  to  them.  As 
expressed  in  halfpennies  the  tax  looked 
small,  but  if  they  placed  themselves  ii 
the  position  of  these  people,  whether  in 
London,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  they  wouid 
refuse  to  put  any  more  burdens  opor 
them.  There  was  a  remarkable  economic 
difference  between  a  tax  on  wealth  and  i 
tax  on  poverty.  If  they  taxed  the  rick 
man  he  saved  rather  less*.  If  the  middk 
classes  or  better  class  of  the  workiii^ 
people,  they  would  do  without  Inxnriei. 
but  if  they  taxed  the  very  poor  they  wooid 
do  without  things  which  were  genenUj 
regarded  as  essential.  Not  only  had  tk 
classes  who  were  just  above  the  Poor  Lit 
relief  line,  and  those  brought  within  tint 
line,  to  pay  more  for  their  sugar  and  tei 
but  they  had  to  do  without  some  otk 
article  manufactured  by  other  classy  d 
the  community,  and  so  not  only  wouU 
these  people  suffer  by  this  tax  IhiI 
various  trades  would  suffer  as  well  Tkej 
had  to  buy  lees  food  and  lees  clothing. 

He  believed  from  the  economic  point  oi 
view,  apart  from  the  philanthropic  point 
of  view,  that  taxation  of  the  poorwae 
the  most  wasteful  kind  of  taxation 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  the  Mem 
ber  for  West  Bristol  said  in  1901 
that  this  was  a  tax  on  an  article  pro^ 
duced  not  mainly  bv  the  foreigner  bit 
by  our  fellow  -  subjects  in  Indi^  ^ 
Ceylon.  He  heard  the  Chancellor  of  tiK 
Exchequer  say  last  night  that  hoo- 
Members  had  challenged  him  to  eott? 
upon  that  aspect  of  the  taxation  questioE 
raised  by  his  right  hon.  relative,  upoc 
which,  however,  the  Members  oi  tij* 
Oovemment  had  entered  into  a  compact 
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I  silence.  But  hon.  Members  were  not 
ound  by  any  such  oompact  of  silence  as 
[lat.  It  was  perfectly  proper  in  dis- 
usaing  this  tax  to  bear  in  mind  the 
ossible  effect  of  it  in  the  future.  It 
ad  been  said  on  rather  high  authority 
hat  tea  was  as  much  a  necessity  of  life 
s  bread,  and  therefore  they  were  quite 
ntitled  to  point  out  that  if  the  tea  tax 
^aa  raised  from  75  per  cent,  ad  valorem 

0  100  per  cent.,  which  was  the  present 
proposal,  this  might  be  made  use  of  in 
he  future  as  a  kind  of  equalisation  all 
ound  of  the  taxation  on  necessities. 
therefore  he  objected  to  it  on  that 
;Tound.     It  seemed  to  him  that  this  was 

1  perfectly  appropriate  and  proper  argu* 
nent  for  free-traders  to  urge  against 
my  further  taxation  upon  tea.  Our 
ellow-subjects  in  India  and  Ceylon  were 
aking  very  decided  action  in  this  mattfer. 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Ceylon  on 
Thursday  last  passed  a  resolution,  which 
le  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
lad  receiTed,  protesting  against  any 
ncreaae  in  the  tea  duty  and  declaring 
;hat  this  crushing  burden,  amounting  to 
)ver  100  per  cent,  on  the  staple  produce 
>f  Ceylon,  was  calculated  to  imperil  very 
jeriously  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
lihat  colony.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Bristol  told  them 
bhree  years  ago  that .  the  trade  of  tea 
production  in  India  and  Ceylon  was  not 
then  doing  very  well,  but  it  was  even  in 
%  worse  condition  now.  The  right  hon. 
Grentleman  then  told  them  that  the  trade 
of  India,  owing  largely  to  over-production, 
was  by  no  means  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, and  he  did  not  think  they  ought 
to  increase  the  duty  on  tea.  In  the 
interests  of  their  fellow-subjects  in  those 
dependencies  as  well  as  in  the  interests 
of  the  consumers,  who  he  believed  would 
be  injured  by  this  tax,  he  should  vote 
against  the  addition  of  twopence  to  the 
tea  duty. 

*SiB  HENEY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E)  said  there  was  one  peculiarity 
about  tiiis  debate  which  was  worthy  of 
observation,  And  it  was  that  hon.  Members 
on  the  Govenament  side  representing  large 
constituencies  of  the  working  classes  had, 
almost  all  of  them,  remained  absolutely 
silent  during  the  discussion. 

Ak.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  And 
I  am  very  ,gratef  ul  to  them. 


♦Sir  henry  FOWLER  said  his  point 
was  that  their  constituencies  would  not  be 
grateful  to  them,  because  the  Resolution 
before  the  House  was  a  tax  imposing  an 
extraordinary,  unexpected,  and  a  very 
heavy  burden  upon  the  working  classes  of 
this  country.  In  regard  to  such  a  proposal, 
whether  hon.  Members  opposite  supported 
or  opposed  it,  he  thought  the  men  of  all 
others  who  were  entitled  to  speak  upon 
this  question  were  those  who  represented 
the  working  classes.  He  should  like  to 
hear  some  such  Conservative  Member 
stand  up  and  say  he  believed  the  working 
classes  would  not  object  to  pay  this  tax, 
and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  rightly  apportioned  this  burden  upon 
them.  To  such  an  argument  and  to  such 
a  statement  the  House  would  be  bound  to 
attach  the  weight  it  would  deserve.  There 
was  another;peculiarity  about  this  debate. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at  any 
rate,  had  settled  a  question  which  had 
been  very  much  in  dispute  during  the 
last  twelve  months.  The  country  had 
been  told  in  impassioned  speeches, 
elaborate  articles,  and  pamphlets  and 
leaflets  of  every  description,  that  where 
a  tax  was  imposed  upon  an  article  which 
was  producea  abroad  and  imported  into 
this  country  that  tax  was  paid  by  the 
producer,  the  forei^er.  He  should  like 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for  SheflSeld, 
who  had  been  the  eloquent  and  con- 
sistent advocate  of  that  theory  for  many 
years,  or  some  other  supporter  of  the 
new  fiscal  policy,  say  that  in  this  case 
this  tax  upon  tea  producers  would  fall 
upon  the  Chinese,  and  that  the  British  con- 
simier  would  be  entirely  exempt.  They 
could  not  have  a  better  illustration  than 
this.  There  was  a  very  small  amount  of 
tea  imported  from  China,  he  believed  the 

{•roportion  was  nearly  95  per  cert,  from 
ndia  and  only  5  per  cent,  from  China, 
but  every  man  in  the  House  knew  that 
within  twenty  four  hours  of  the  Resolution 
imposing  this  tax  being  passed  the  price  of 
tea  was  raised  practically  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom,  by  the  full  amount 
of  the  tax.  There  had  been  no  recog- 
nition of  the  argument  of  which  so  much 
had  been  heaid  that  when  they  put  a 
tax  upon  an  article  of  this  description 
the  burden  was  distributed  among  the 
producers,  the  carriers,  the  merchants, 
and  the  consumers.  Nothing  of  the 
sort.  Every  shilling  of  the  additional 
tax  was  already  charged  to  the  working 
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classes,  and  that  would  not  be  confined, 
as  had  already  been  shown,  to  the  amount 
of  the  tax.  His  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge 
in  a  very  powerful  speech  pointed  out 
that  the  addition  to  this  tax  would  not 
only  be  the  actual  amount  of  the  duty 
levied,  but  would  be  based  upon  the 
attendant  consequences  of  levjing  such 
an  additional  tax,  which  would  make  it 
an  additional  burden. 

There  was  another  feature  of  the  debate 
for  which  they  were  also  indebted  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  had 
not  convinced  the  House,  though  he  had 
convinced  himself,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  levy  this  taxation.  It  was 
a  singular  Budget,  and  they  had  not  had 
an  op{K>rtunity  yet,  as  no  doubt  they 
would  have,  of  discussing  it  in  all  its 
aspects.  There  was  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  who  produced  five  or  six 
Budgets,  and  who  was  alleged  to  have 
under-estimated  what  the  revenue  would 
produce  in  order  that  he  might  have  an 
enormous  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  alluded  to  Mr.  Lowe,  whose  estimates 
for  a  succession  of  years,  whether  inten- 
tionally or  unintentionally,  were  much 
below  what  the  taxes  actually  did 
produce.  He  was  not  going  to  charge 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  that;  but  he  did  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  under-estimating 
the  produce  of  the  revenue  next  year 
when  he  contemplated  a  surplus  of  nearly 
£750,000.  That  was  a  large  sum  to  take 
from  the  country  if  it  was  not  absolutely 
necessary.  He  thought  the  true  test  of 
sound  finance,  and  the  course  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
pursue,  was  to  take  as  little  from  the 
taxpayers  as  he  possibly  could,  of  course 
keeping  on  the  safe  side.  Of  course  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  keep  within 
the  lines  of  safety  and  that  he  quite 
admitted.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  called  upon  to  prove  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  country  that  thi<^  sum  should 
be  raised.  He  was  not  now  going  to 
discuss  the  expenditure  of  the  country, 
for  the  Chairman  had  ruled  that  that 
could  not  be  done  at  present,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  keep  out  of  their  minds 
that  they  were  really  putting  on  addi- 
tional taxation  because  of  additional  ex- 
penditure   which    A    large    number    of 

Sir  Henry  Fouler. 


Members  of  the  House  believed  to  be  un- 
necessary. That  question  would,  of 
course,  arise  on  another  occasion. 

This  was  an  addition  to  a  war  tax.  No 
other  war  tax  had  been  increased.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  now 
asking  the  working  classes  to  pay  a  tax 
of  8d.  on  tea,  in  a  time  of  peace,  unda 
a  peace  Budget,  though  during  l^e  last 
peace  Budget  the  peopk  were  only  paying 
4d.  He  thought  that  was  a  very  aerioiis 
feature  in  this  proposal.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  his  Budget  speech  said  that 
beer  and  spirits  would  not  stand  any 
more  taxation  because  there  was  a  danger 
point  beyond  which  they  could  not  endure 
further  burdens.  He  had  been  rather 
disposed  to  agree  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  the  point  had  very 
nearly  been  reached;  but  within  (en 
da^  of  that  statement  the  Home  Secre- 
tary proposed  a  compensation  tax  on 
those  articles  of  £1,000,000  per  annum 
on  the  sellers  of  beer  and  spirita,  and  tiiat 
tax  would  practically  fall  on  the  con- 
sumers of  these  commodities.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  contemplate 
dealing  in  this  increase  of  taxation  with 
the  taxation  of  luxuries.  It  was 
simpler  and  easier  to  put  the  tax  on 
necessaries.  What  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  proposing  was  to  inorease 
permanently  the  taxation  of  the  country 
through  an  article'of  universal  consump- 
tion. This  tea  tax  fell  with  exoessive 
severity  on  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  He 
thought  that  every  expedient  should  have 
been  adopted  before  a  tax  on  one  of  the 
prime  necessaries  of  life  to  the  working 
people  was  imposed.  He  believed  that  the 
food  of  a  large  number  of  working  people, 
especially  in  Ireland,  for  the  great 
bulk  of  the  week  was  bread  and  tea,  apd 
this  was  the  class  which  ought  to  recdve 
special  consideration  in  this  matter.  He 
agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Edinburgh  as  to  what  was  the  true 
policy  that  ought  to  be  followed  in  aD 
these  cases.  He  agreed  also  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  who  spoke  of 
the  need  for  teaching  a  lesson  to  the 
country,  and  tiiat  the  working 
people  should  be  taught  to  f6el  the 
burden  of  the  increased  expenditure.  He 
agreed  also  with  the  view  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Montrose 
Burghs,  that    where    a    great    military 
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operation  was  undertaken  in  which  all 
lasses  were  interested  and  were  respon- 
ible  it  was  desirable  that  the  burden 
hould  be  spread  over  the  whole  com- 
Qunity.  But  where  was  the  lesson 
;oing  to  begin  with  respect  to  the  other 
lasses  of  the  community  ?  The  income- 
;az  daring  the  war  was  Is.  3d.,  it  was 
educed  last  year  to  lid.,  and  it  was 
aised  this  year  to  Is. ;  so  that  the  class 
>f  the  community  possessing  the  greatest 
nfluence  and  power  in  the  House 
would  not  feel  the  keenest  efiEect  of  the 
Budget.  He  doubted  very  much  whether 
t  was  necessary  for  the  expenditure  of 
}he  country  in  a  time  of  peace,  imder  the 
conditions  in  which  we  were  now  living, 
ind  with  the  knowledge  that  money  was 
jeing  wasted. 

Thb  prime  BONISTER  akd  FIRST 
LORD  OF  THB  T^ASURT  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Haitchester,  E.):  On  what? 

*8iR  HENRY  FOWLER :  On  evenr 
department  of  pubUc  expenditure.  He 
made  no  exception;  money  was  being 
wasted  all  round,  and  he  believed  that 
expenditure  could  be  reduced  in  every 
department.  But  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  proposed,  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  existing  expenditure  in  time  of 
peace,  to  add  3d .  to  the  income-tax,  he  did 
not  think  that  the  Oovemment  would 
have  remained  in  office  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  proposal  had  been  made.  The 
pressure  of  the  House  would  have  been 
too'powerful.  J    .jij. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
Outside  influence. 

,;^*8iR  HENRY  FOWLER  said  he 
regretted  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  selected  the  article  of  tea  for 
increased  taxation.  It  was  liable  to  all 
the  objections  raised  againsc  any  form  of 
indirect  taxation.  Taxation  of  this  kind 
ought  not  to  be  resorted  to  except  under 
the  gravest  emergency.  When  in  a  time 
of  peace  it  had  been  reduced  to  4d.,  and 
then  raised  in  a  time  of  war  to  6d.,  the 
first  thing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  do  was  to  bring  the  tax  back 
again  to  4d.  He  shouki  record  his  vote 
against  the  increase  of  the  tax. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  there  were  many  Departments  of  the 
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State  which  cost  far  more  than  they  should 
do,  but  this  was  not  the  time  to  protest 
against  the  charges.  It  wds  when  the 
Estimates  were  being  discussed,  or  when 
Bills  and  Resolutions  authorising  loans 
and  expenditure  on  public  works  were 
submitted.  He  haa  endeavoured  to 
stop  expenditure  of  this  kind,  and  on  one 
occasion  he  did  his  best  to  stop  the 
granting  of  £2,000  a  year  to  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society,  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  strongly  supported. 
He  hoped  that  on  the  next  occasion  when 
he  endeavoured  to  save  a  little  money  to 
the  country  he  would  have  his  support. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  the 
working  men  of  the  country  living  on 
bread  and  tea.  He  himself  knew  many 
working  men  and  he  did  not  believe  th  re 
was  one  in  a  thousand  in  this  country  at 
the  present  time  who  lived  on  bread  and 
tea.  There  was,  perhaps,  a  time  when 
that  was  the  oase,  but  that  was  long  gone 
by.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  put 
another  test  which  was  hardly  fair  when 
he  asked  whether  working  people  were 
anxious  to  pay  this  tax.  He  never  knew 
anyone,  rich  or  poor,  who  was  anxious  to 
pay  any  tax  whatever.  He  did  not  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he 
said  that  the  Chanceller  of  the  Exchequer 
had  budgeted  for  too  large  a  surplus.  In 
his  opinion  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  over-estimated  the  income 
which  he  would  receive  from  this  extra 
duty  on  tea.  The  inevitable  result  of  the 
increased  duty  would  be  a  fall  in  the  con- 
sumption of  tea,  and  there  certainly  was 
no  question  here  that  the  tax  would  fall 
on  the  consumer.  MilUons  of  pounds  of 
tea  that  had  not  paid  the  increased  duty 
were  being  sold  at  the  higher  figure,  so 
that  the  consumer  was  paying  consider- 
ably more  now  than  the  extra  duty. 
Four  per  cent,  of  our  tea  came  from 
China  and  93  per  cent,  from  India  and 
Ceylon,  but  while  the  tariff  reformer  pro- 
fessed an  enormous  affection  for  the 
Colonies  it  was  an  extraordinary  thing 
in  all  the  tariff  question  that  India 
was  left  entirely  out  of  account.  That 
was  one  reason,  perhaps,  why  tea 
was  selected  for  this  extra  burden. 
From  that  point  of  view  he  thought 
that  the  tea  duty  would  disappoint  the 
expectations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  did  not  know  if  there  would  be  a 
3  A 
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Burpltts  left  to  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
after  he  had  had  a  few  interviews  with  the 
tobacco  trade,  and  lepresentativeB  of  the 
tea  merchants,  and  the  tea  planters  of  India 
and  Ceylon.  As  he  had  said  before,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Bzchequer  was  the 
victim  of  a  situation  created  by  this 
House.  When  the  House  voted  the 
Estimates,  it  must  expect  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay  them.  Nevertheless,  there 
was  a  right  left  to  the  House  to  criticise 
the  manner  in  which  the  revenue  was  to 
be  raised.  He  could  not  regard  tea  as  a 
food.  It  was  less  a  food  than  beer,  and 
very  much  less  than  sugar.  He  had  not 
the  same  delicate  feeling  about  tea  as 
about  sugar ;  but  he  felt  that  this  extra 
tax  upon  tea  would  press  very  hardly 
upon  the  poor,  because  too  many  of 
these  poor  people  had  discarded  their 
ancient  beverage  of  beer  for  tea. 

Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  said  he  was 
surprised  that  no  hon.  Member  on  the 
Government  Benches  had  ventured  to  rise 
in  response  to  the  challenge  of  Us  right 
hon.  friend.  He  noticed  that  the  Prime. 
Minister  had  immediately  gathered  up 
his  skirts  and  fled,  and  did  not  -Venture 
on  a  reply.  He  was  sure  that  the  House 
would  have  been  intensely  interested  if 
they  had  had  from  the  ri^thon.  Gentle- 
man some  *' economic  notes"  as  to 
whether  this  tax  would  fall  on  the 
consumer  or  producer.  He  ventured 
to  ask  the  understudy  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  —  he 
meant  the  hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge — 
whether  he  could  give  the  House  a 
little  enlightenment  on  that  particular 
point.  They  really  ought  to  hear  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  views  on  this  tax  on 
tea.  He  objected  very  strongly  to  this 
proposed  additional  tax  on  tea,  because 
it  was  a  tax  graduated  as  badly  as  a  tax 
could  be ;  graduated,  that  was  to  say,  in 
exactly  the  wrong  direction;  and  it 
pressed  most  heavily  on  the  smallest 
incomes.  He  objected  to  it  also 
because  ef  its  secondary  effects 
upon  the  trade  of  the  country.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his 
Budget  speech  gave  a  gloomy,  and  he  was 
afraid  a  true,  account  of  the  trade  of  the 
country  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
What  was  the  reason  why  our  trade  has 
so  sadly  fallen  off?  So  far  as  his  own 
experience  went,  the  decline  was  not  in 

Mr.  Oibson  Bow^^, 


f(»«ign  trade,  but  in  the  home  trade; 
and  the  filing  off  in  the  home  demand 
was  due  to  the  reduced  spending  power 
of  the  great  masses  of  the  peo^,  owing 
to  the  heavy  demands  that  were  being 
made  upon  them  by  the  Chancdllor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  margin  which  lay 
between  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life 
and  the  small  luxuries  was  becoming 
narrower,  and,  therefore,  the  woiking 
classes  had  less  to  spend.  The  great 
textile  industries  of  the  country,  which 
depended  so  largely  on  the  home  demand, 
were  specially  affected.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  this  tax  was  not  only  bad, 
but  that  any  addition  to  indirect  taxation, 
which  fell  heavily  on  the  wprking  classes, 
meant  a  less  demand  for  clothing  and 
other  necessaries,  and  had,  therefore,  a 
very  farreaching  effect  on  the  whole 
industries  of  the  cou]|try.  He  ventured 
to  hope  that  the  House  would  not  agree 
with  the  Resolution. 

Mb.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) 
said  that  his  hon.  friend  had  expressed  a 
wish  to  hear  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Bristol  on  this  tea  tax. 
A  speech  by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  delivered  in  1901  had  been  re- 
ferred to;  bub  since  then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  another  speech,  in 
1902,  in  which  he  caressed  a  very  re- 
markable opinion  about  the  tea  tax. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  said — 

"  I  come  to  tea.  Well,  I  have  listened  to 
the  pitiable  oiy  of  our  fellow  rabjeots,  the  te* 
proaaoen  of  India  and  Ceylon.  Besr  in  mind 
that  tea,  which  is  almost  a  neoessuy  of  Hie* 
is  already  taxed  to  75  per  cent,  ol  its 
value.  I  ackno^edge  I  would  be  very  sorry  to 
increase  that  tax." 

Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
bound  to  find  new  taxes  to  meet  the  war 
expenditure,  and  he  passed  by  tea;  and  he 
found  satisfactory  reason  why  he  should 
not  increase  the  tax  upon  sugar,  and 
turned  to  com,  and  institute  the  Is.  duty 
on  corn.  Why  did  not  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propose  a 
duty  on  com  now,  instead  of  on  tea  ? 
What  was  good  for  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite two  years  ago,  one  would  have 
thought  was  good  enough  to-day: 
and  as  a  Is.  duty  on  corn  would 
bring  in  exactly  the  same  amount 
as  the  proposed  addition  to  the  tax  on 
tea,  he  was  astonished  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Tunbridge  and  his  friends 
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did  not  insist  to-day,  as  they  insisted  on 
a  recent  occasion  in  this  House,  upon 
the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
abandoning  this  duty  on  tea,  and  going 
back  to  the  Is.  duty  on  corn,  which  they 
found  so  satisfactory  two  years  ago. 
Of  course,  they  had  this  advantage  that, 
aooording  to  tiieir  theory,  the  Is.  duty 
on  com  was  paid  by  the  railway  com- 
panies of  the  United  States.  After  that 
duty  had  been  passed,  the  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  hon.  Member  for  Tunbridge 
had  proved  that  by  facts  and  figures. 
He  thought  he  had  seen  a  publication, 
not  altogether  unconnected  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  every  penny  of  that  corn  tax  was 
paid  by  the  American  railways  and  by 
the  shipping  firms,  and  that  not  one 
farthing  of  it  fell  on  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country.  And  yet,  believing  that, 
hon.  Members  opposite,  representing 
British  constituencies,  were  willing  to 
support  the  imposition  of  an  additional 
tax  of  2d.  in  the  lb.  on  tea  instead 
of  a  Is.  duty  on  American  railways !  That 
was  political  consistency  and  political 
courage!  If  hon.  Members  opposite, 
after  such  an  exhibition  as  that,  imagined 
that  the  British  people  believed  in  the 
sham  agitation  for  terifi  reform,  he 
would  be  very  much  surprised. 

If  they  were  to  have  the  tax  on  tea,  why 
should  it  not  be  imposed  in  such  a  way  as 
would  not  raise  the  price  of  tea  to  the 
poorest  classes  ?  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Bristol  spoke  of  tea  being  taxed 
on  the  average  at  75  per  cent,  of  its 
value,  and  the  proposed  addition  to  the 
tax  would  increase  that  to  100  per  cent. 
He  was  tohl  that  tea  was  soki  at  present 
as  low  as  6d.  per  lb.,  but  that  the  aver- 
age price  of  all  teas  was  8d.  per  lb.  If 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman,  the  ChanceUor 
of  the  Exchequer,  was  to  impose  a  duty 
of  100  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  he  would 
raise  exactly  the  same  amount.  The 
effect  of  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  100  per 
cent,  would  be  (that  the  cheapest  tea 
would  be  sold  as  at  present  at  6d.  per  lb., 
while  the  consumption  of  the  higher 
class  of  Chinese  and  Ceylon  teas  would 
not  be  decreased.  If  2d.  per  lb.,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, were  added  to  the  price  of  the 
cheapest  teas,  it  would  immediately 
diminish  the  ^consumption  of  these;  but 


if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  to  put 
100  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  teas, 
he  would  leave  the  consumption  of  tiiese 
cheap  teas  exactly  as  it  was,and  yet  would 
obtain  the  revenue  which  he  anticipated. 
He  therefore  suggested  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  withdraw  his 
Resolution  from  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  introduce  a  duty  of  100  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  It  was  surprising  to 
think  that  our  working  classes  should  be 
taxed  on  tea  more  heavily  than  those 
in  any  other  country  in  Europe.  In 
Denmark  the  duty  was  only  4d.  per 
lb.,  in  Germany  5|d.,  Holland  2^., 
in  Belgium  it  was  free,  in  France  it  was 
M.,  in  Italy,  lid. — but  there  tea  was 
very  little  drunk — and  in  Switzerland 
it  was  as  low  as  l|d.  It  was  a  pity  that 
in  this  country,  where  tea  was  so  largely 
drunk  and  where,  in  the  words  of  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  it  was 
almost  a  necessary  of  life,  that  we  should 
now  add  2d.  per  lb.  te  the  duty, 
and  so  diminish  its  consumption. 

*Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyll)  said 
that,  as  representing  a  Highland  con- 
stituency, he  might  be  allowed  to  refer 
to  the  hardship  which  the  tax  would 
inflict  on  the  Highland  districts.  He 
thought  he  might  make  a  special  appeal  to 
the  House,  because  there  were  very  few 
hon.  Members  who  did  not  hope  to 
spend  a  portion  of  their  holidays  in  the 
North  and  West  of  Scotland.  Hon. 
Members  knew  how  the  crofters  and 
the  fishermen  lived.  The  fishermen 
were  not  so  badly  off  in  the  fishing  season ; 
but  the  only  luxury  a  crofter  and  his 
family  had  was  a  cup  of  tea.  He  would 
remind  the  House  of  some  correspon- 
dence which  appeared  in  the  Standard 
newspaper  a  few  days  ago,  in  which  it 
was  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  results 
of  the  tex  would  undoubtedly  be  to 
divert  the  trade  in  the  direction  of 
cheaper  and  inferior  China  teas,  and 
ever3rone  knew  how  injurious  that  would 
be.  It  was  said  that  having  voted  for 
the  Estimates  they  were  now  bound  to 
vote  for  these  taxes ;  but  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  looking  forward 
to  a  surplus  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  he  should  like  to  encourage  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  to  increase  it  in 
the  way  in  which  any  business  firm 
3  A  2 
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the    workpeople,    and    an    increafie    in 
the    efiectivenefs    of    their    labour,    so 
maoh  so  that  regular  facilities  were  now 
provided  for  the  workers  to  have  tea  at 
all  their  meals.     It  certainly  was   the 
fact  that  the  workers  did  depend  largely 
on  tea,   especially   the  poorer  da^es. 
In  reply  to  the  philosophy  propounded 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for    Cambridge    University,    he  rather 
advocated  the    tax    from    a    punitive 
point  of  view ;  the  people,  he  said,  were 
extravagant  and  the  tax  would  bring 
home  to  them   the  result  of  their  ex- 
travagance.    Taking  the  South  African 
I  War  as  an  example,   he  would  remind 
the    right    hon.    (Gentleman    that    the 
people  did  not  urge  on  the  war,  or  the 
extravagant  expenditure  connected  with 
it,    but    they    loyally    supported     the 
decision  of  the  House.    It  was  not  for 
,  the   people   to   decide ;   and,  therefore, 
they  should  not  be  punished  as  they  did 
not  take  the  initiative.    It  was  rather 
hard  that  those  who  loyally  supported 


would  act,  namely,  by  decreasing  ex- 
penditure. That  was  the  reason  why  l 
they  not  only  voted  against  the  Estimates  I 
but  would  vote  with  equal  persistency 
against  this  taxation.  He  should  like  to 
suggest  to  tiie  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer how  expenditure  might  be  reduced. 
What  was  the  large  permanent  garrison 
in  South  Africa  for  1 

Ma.  SPEAKER:  The  question  as  to 
the  mode  of  expenditure  will  not  be  in 
order  on  this  Resolution. 

♦Mb.  AINSWORTH  said  he  would,  of 
course,  bow  to  the  rul'ng  of  the  Chair. 
He  would  only  add  that  he  hoped  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  be 
able  to  increase  his  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Mb.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  said  he 
wished  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
f<^  King's  Lynn.     As  an  employer  of 

labour    his    experience    was    that    tea  \  the  decision  of  the  House  should  now  be 
was  being  more  and  more  largely  con-    punished, 
sumed  in    substitution    for    beer.     He 
was    not    a    teetotaller ;     but    he    was       Question  put. 
bound  to  say  that  he  had  noticed,  he  i 

believed  as  a  result  of  the  change,  an  j      The  House  divided : — Ayes,  239;  Noes, 
enormous    increase    in  the  sobriety  of    202.    (Division  List  No.  97.) 
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Welby,  Lt.Col.A.C.E(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts.) 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton  und.Lyne 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
Wilson-Todd,  Sir  W.H.(Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.  E.R.(Bath 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  a  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
WyUe,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  OoL  W.  H. 

Tbllbbs  fob  ths  Aybs — Sir 
Alexander  Acland  •  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ainsworth,  John  Stirling 

Allen,  Charles  P. 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Asher,  Alexander 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Asquith,  Rt  Hn.  Herb.  Henry 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Barran,  Rowland  Hirst 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C  B. 

Bkok,  Alexander  William 

Blake,  Edward 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 


NOES. 

Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.(Edinbargb 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Burke,  E.  Haviland 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

CaldweU,  James 

Campbell,  John  (Arma^  S.) 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Oauston,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channinff,  Francis  AUston 

Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 

Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 

Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lautfk 


Crean,  Eugene 

Cremer,  William  Randal 

Crombie,  John  William 

Oooks,  William 

CuUinan,  J. 

Dahdel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 

Delany,  William 

Devlin,  Chas.  Ramsay  (Galway 

Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 

Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemees-sh. 

DUke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Oiarles 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  J> 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  BL  (Lanark)  ; 

Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
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Dvnn,  Sir  Wflliam 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
EDice,CkDtEO(S.Aiidnr'tBglui 
EUis,  John  Edward  (Notts.) 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Eamonde,  Sir  Thomas 
ETaas,SirFrancisH.(Maidstofie 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawner 
Parqnharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fecgoson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Ffrvnch,  Peter 
FitEmaorice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flynn,  James  diristopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fomess,  Sir  Christopher 
Gilhooly  James 
Ooddaid,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffidi,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harcourt,  Lewis  V.  Rossendale 
Harmsworth,  R.  Leicester 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Havter,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  A.  D. 
Hefane,  Norval  Watson  I 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhouse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol  E. 
Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hnmphrey8-0wen«  Arthur  C. 
Jaooby,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,DaTid  Brynmor(Swansea 
Jones, William  (Camsrvonshire 
Jojroe,  Michael 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kitson,  Sir  Jsmes 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Law,  Hugh  Ales.  (DonegalW.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
Layland-Barratt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 


{COMMONS} 

Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

Le^  Sr  John 

Levy,  Manioe 

Logan,  John  William 

Lough,  niomas 

Lmid^Mi,  W. 

MacNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 

MacVea^  Jeremiah 

M'Crse,  George 

M'Fadden,  Edward 

M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

M'Kean,  John 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'KHiop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 

Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 

Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

Mooney,  John  J. 

Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 

Moss,  Samuel 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

Mumaghan,  George 

Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 

Newnes,  Sir  George 

N<dan,ad.  John  P.(Galway,N.J 

Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  SouUi) 

Norman,  Henry 

Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 

Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

(VBrien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

0*Briai,  Kendal  CHpperary  Mid 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N. 

O'Connor,  James  (Wioklow,W. 

O'DonneU,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 

O'Dowd,  John 

0'  Kelly  ^ames(  Roscommon,N. 

O'Malley,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Duiiiam) 

P^rrott,  William 

Paulton,  James  Mellor 

Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 

Perks,  Robert  William 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Arthur 

Rea,  Russell 

Keddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E  ( Waterford) 


and  Means. 
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Redmond,  William  (CUre) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Rigg,  Richard 

Rotats,  John  H.  (Denbighs., 
Robertson,  Edmand  (Dimdee> 
Robson,  William  SnowdoD 
Roche,  John 
Ro^,  Sir  Thomas 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (deralaiid 
SamueU  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  diaries  E. 
Shaw,  Chariea  Edw.  (Stalfoid) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  O. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfanihire) 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spenoer,Rt.Hn.aR  (Nortliaiit» 
Steachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal 
Taylor,  Theodore  C  (Raddifr 
Thomas,  Ab^  (Oarmarthoi,  E 
Thomas,  Sir  A.  (Glamorgan,  E 
Th6h]as,DavidAlfred  (Mertliyr} 
Thompson,Dr.EC(Monagh'n,N 
Tomkinson,  James 
)  Toulmin,  George 
Trevelyan,  Caries  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laurence  AmbroBe 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Oourtmay  T. 
Wasrn,  Eugene  (dacknmnnan) 
Wason,  JohnCathcart(  Orkney) 
Weir,  James  GaDoway 
White,  George  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whiteley,  (George  (York,  W.B-) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaU^x) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,Fred,W.(Norf61k,lGd.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkiric) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worcestenh.  N.) 

Tellkbs  for  the  Noks — ^Mr. 
Herbert  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
William  M'Arthor. 


Question  put,  ''That  this  House  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 
Resolution." 


The  House  divided  .—Ayes,  236;  Noes, 
192.     (Division  List  No.  98.) 


Aflg-Gardner,  James  l^nte 
AUsopp,  Hon.  Gleorge  | 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reyndl 
Arkwright,  John  Stanhope 
Amold^orBter,Rt.Hn.Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John  ! 

Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hon.8irH.  ' 
Bagot,  Capt  Josoeline  PitzRoy  | 
Bam,  Ck>lonel  James  Robert  i 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander  I 
Balcarres,  Lord  \ 

Balfour,  RtHon. A. J.  (Manoh'r  , 


AYES. 

Balfour,RtHn.GeraldW.(Leed8 
Balfour,  Kenneth  R.  (Ghristoh.) 
Banbu^,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barry,  &  Francis  T.  (Windsor) 
Bartley,  Snr  Georce  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beaoh,  RtHn.SirMichaelHicks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Brskssey,  Albert 


Brodriok,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  Jolm 
Bun,  William  Jamee 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.J.A.(Gla«ga« 
Campbell,J-H.M.(I>ublin  Unir. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Cautley,  Henry  Strother 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derb3raliire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  WilHam 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenw^ 
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:?h&mberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.A(W<nro. 
CSiapman,  Edward 
ChATiiiigtoiiy  Spencer 
Caive,  CkpUin  Percy  A. 
Ckx!hnuie»  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
CV>1mii,  Benjamin  Louis 
OoDiiigB,  Bt  Hon.  Jesse 
Oorbett^  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
C!oz»  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
GMg,  CSutfles  Ci]rti8(Antrim»S- 
Qripps,  diaries  Alfred 
Oossy  Alexander  (Glaasow) 
Oossl^,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Sayile 
Oust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charies 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Denny,  Oolonel 
Dickson,  C9iarles  Soott 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  RtHon.Sir  John  fi. 
Don^ty,  Qeorge 
Dou^^as,  Rt.  ^o.  A.  Akers 
Dozf  ord.  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Duming-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Edwin 
Dyk^  Rt,  Hn.  Sir  WilliamHart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Saiiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  Qeorge  Denison  (York) 
IFardell,  Sir  T.  Qeorge 
TerffQSBon,RtHB.Sir.J.(Manc*r 
FieUen,  Edward  Brocklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon  (3eorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
JPIsher,  William  Hayes 
fison,  Frederick  William 
FitiQerald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Jitzroy,  Hon.  Edward  Algernon 
Tlannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Jlower,  Sir  Ernest 
Porster,  Henry  William 
Fo6ter,PhilipS.  (Warwick^-W. 
Fyier,  John  Arthur 
•Qalloway,  William  Johnson 
Oarfit,  William 
Oodson,  Sir  Augustus  Frederick 
Oocdon,Hn.J.E.(Elgin  &  Nairn) 
G0rdon,MajEvan8-(TrH'mlets 
Oorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Ooschen,  Hon.  Georse  Joachim 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green, Walford  D  (Wednesbunr 
Oreene,Sir  E.W(B*rySEdm*n<i8 
Greene,  W.  Raymond  (Gambs.) 
Oretton,  John 
Groves,  James  Grimble 
Ounter,  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton,RtHnLordG.  (Midd*z 
Haniilton,Marq.of(L'nd*nderry 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  F.  Leverton  (Tynem*th) 
Haslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Hom^ 
Heath,  James  (StafFords.  N. W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Sir  A.(Stafford,W.) 


Abr^bam,  WiUiam  (Cork,N.E.) 
Ainswortb,  John  Stirling 


(27  April  1904} 

Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel 
Hobhouse,RtHnH  (Somerset,  E 
Hope,  J.F(Sheffield3rightside 
Hoult,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard,  J.  (Midd.,Tottenham) 
Hosier,  Hn.  James  Hegiry  Cecil 
Hunti  Rowland 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  OlaverhousQ 
Jeffreys,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
JeMel,  Captain  Herbert  Morton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Susse^) 
Kenyon,  Hn.  Geo.  T.(Denbish) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W.  (Salop 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Law,  Andrew  Bonar  (Qlaseow) 
Lawson,JohnQrant(  Yorks.  N.  R 
Lee,  ArthurH.  (Hants.  ,Fareham 
LeggOf  Col.  Hon.  Heneago 
Leveson-€k>wer,  Frederick  N.S. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  Henry 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  CoL  Charies.  W.(  Evesham 
Long,  Rt  Hn.  W.  (Bristol,  S.) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Fiancis  William 
Lloyd,  Archie  Elirkman 
Lucas,  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
Lucas,  Reginald  J.(Portsmouth 
Lyttelton,  Rt  Hon.  Alfred 
Blacdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maconochie«  A.  W. 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Colonel  James 
Ifaiendie,  James  A.  H. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,RtHn  SirHE.(  Wigt'n 
Maxwell,  W.  J.H.(Dumfrie88h. 
MeMy-Thompson,  Sir  H.  BL 
Biiddlemore,  John  Throgmorton 
Biildmay,  Francis  Bin^rham 
Milner,  RtHon.SirFreaerick  G. 
Mitchell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,N.) 
Mitchell,  William  (Burnley) 
Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Morpeth,  Viscount 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. . 
Muntx  ,Sir  Philip  A. 
Murray,  RtHn.A.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  CoL  Wpdham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  WilUam  Graham 
O'Neill,  Hon,  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.  RobertWellesley 
Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powdl,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

NOES. 

I  AUen,  Charles  P. 
I  Ambrose,  Robert 


and  Means. 
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Pretyman,  Ernest  Georse 
PryoisJones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renshaw,  Sir  Charles  Bine 
Renwiok,  Qeorge 
Ridley,S.Forde  (Bethnal  Qrten 
Ritchie,RtHon.C3ias.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Royds,  CSement  Molyneuz 
Rutherford,  John  (lAQcashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Siu;kville,  OoL  S.  Q.  Stopford 
Sailler,  Col.  Samuel  Alexander 
Samuel,  SirHar^S.(Limehouse 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.Thos.  Myles 
Scott,  Sir  8.  (Marylebone,  W.) 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.(Isle  of  Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  WUliam  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 
Smith,HC.(North'mb.Tyneside 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Spencer,  Sir  E.  (W.  Bromwich) 
Stanley,EdwardJas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes. 
Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.M<Taggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt  Hn.  J.G.(Oxf  dUni  v. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tritton,  Charies  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 

Tufnell,  lieut-Col.  Edward 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent  C(^.SirC.EH(  Sheffield 
Wahrond,  RtHn.Sir  William  H. 
Welby,Lt.CoLA.C.E.(Taunton 
Welby,Sir  Charles  G.E.(Notts. ) 
Whiteley,H(  Ashton-und.  Lyne) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley(York,  E.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (GHasgow) 
Wilson-Tod,  Sir  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wod^ouse,RtHn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  G  B.  Stuart 
Wrightson,  Sir  Thomas 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  Col.  W.  H. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Alexander  Adand-Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Asher,  Alexander 
Asquith,RtHon.HerbertHenry 
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Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John 
Bairan,  Rowland  Hint 
Barry,  R  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Blake,  Edward 
Boland,  John 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brigg,  John 

Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Branner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burke,  £.  Oayiland 
Bums,  John 
Burt»  Thomas 
Galdwell,  James 
GampbeU,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Gampbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cans  ton,  Richard  Knight 
Cowley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Corbett«  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark). 
Crean,  Eugene 
Oemer,  William  Randal 
Crombie,  John  William 
Crooks,  William 
Cnllinan,  J. 
Dslziel,  James  Henry 
Daries,  Alfred  (Cl^rmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
DeTlin,CharlesRam8ay(Galway 
DevUn,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-slL 
Pilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan.  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Frank 
Elibank,  Master  of 
Ellice,Capt  £C(S.Andrw'sBghs 
EUis,  John  Edward  (Notts)       i 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Vmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
^ans,SirFrancisH.(  Maidstone  , 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Eve,  Harry  Trelawney 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert  I 

Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Ffrwich,  Peter  , 

Fitsmaurice,  Lord  Edmond        < 
Flynn,  James  Christopher  j 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.)  ; 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fuller,  J.  M.  F. 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 


Ways  {COMMONS} 

Gilhooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harconrt,  Lewis  V.(Ro68endale 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Havter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hefme,  Norral  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  £.) 
\  Holland,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,DaYidBrynmor(Swansea 
Jones,  William  (Camanronshiro 
I  Joyce,  Biichael 
Keariey,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouohere,  Henry 
I  Lambert,  George 
Law,  Hugh  Alex.  (Donegal^W.) 
Lawson.  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cornwall) 
.  Layland-Bairatt,  Francis 
Leamy,  Edmund 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 
J  Leng,  Sir  John 
'  Levy,  Maurice 
Logan,  John  William 
,  Lough,  Thomas 
Lundon,  W. 

AfacNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
,  M'Crae  George 
M'Fadden,  Edward 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'KUlop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
M'Laren,  Sir  Charles  Benjamin  I 
'  Mansfield,  Horace  Rendall  I 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Tho^ 
Bfarkham,  Arthur  Basil 
Mooney,  John  J. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Ctrmarthen)  j 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Mumaghan,  George 
Murphy,  John 
Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
Newnes,  Sir  George 
Nolan,  CoLJohnP.(Galway,N.)  I 
NoUn,  Joseph  (LouUi,  South)   . 
Norman,  Henry  1 

Norton,  C^pt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Wills  ns 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (0>rk) 
0*Brien,Kendal  (TipneraryMid 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,N.) 
O'Connor,  James  ( Wicklow,W.) 
O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  S.) 
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O'Dowd,  John 

0'Kelly,James(RoecoinnK>a,N. 
O'Mafley,  William 
O'Shaughnetsy,  P.  J. 
Palmer^ir  C3iariesM.(Darliam) 
Parrott,  William 
Pirie^  Duncan  V. 
Power*  Patrick  Josoph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Arthur 
Rea,  Russell 
Reddy,M. 

Redmond,  John  £.  (Waterford  j 
Redmond,  William  (Glare ) 
Riokett,  J.  Comptoa 
Rigg,  Richard 

RoWts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robs<Hi,  William  Snowdon  - 
Roohe,  John 
Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
Rnssed,  T.  W. 

,  Samuel,  Herbert  L.  (deraland ) 
Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapel) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawiok  B.) 
I  Sheehy,  Dayid 
'  Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (Forfarahire) 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
8pencer,Rt.Hn.aR.(Nortiuuits 
Sti^hey,  Sir  Edward 
SuUiyan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  a  (Badoliffa) 
Thomas,  Abel  (OarmartIieii,S.) 
Thomas.  Sir  A. (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thoma8,Dayid  Alfred(Mertliyr> 
Thompson.  Dr.EC(MoDagh*Q,X 
Tomkinson,  James 
Touimin,  George 
Trevelyan,  C!9itfles  Philipa 
Ure.  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ambrose 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warner,  Thomss  0>urt«iay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (Clack nmnnan 
Wason,  JohnC!athcart(  Orkney ) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  Oorge  (Norfolk) 
White,  Luke  (York,  E.  R.) 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (HaUfaz) 
Whittaker.  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Fred.W.(Norfolk,Bfid.) 
Wilson,Henry  J.  (York,  W.B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Kid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  William  M' Arthur. 


Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  upon  the  Resolution  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the 
26th  day  of  April  last,  and   then  [agreed 


to  by  the  House,  that  they  do  make  pro> 
vision  therein  pursuant  to  the  said  Reso- 
lution.— (Mr,  Chancettor  of  the  Exchequer.} 

Farther  consideration  of  Second  Ra^o* 
lution  deferred  till  To-morrow, 
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SAVINGS     BANKS    ACTS    AMENDMENT 
(DEWaENCY  ANNUITY.) 

Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Question  [25th  April],  ''  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  Resolution,  'That  it  is 
expedient  to  authorise  the  continuance 
of  the  payment  of  the  terminable  annuity 
payable  under  Section  1  of  the  Savings 
Banks  Act,  1880,  in  each  year  up  to  the 
end  of  the  half-year  ending  on  20th 
May,  1917,  in  pursuance  of  any  Act  of 
the  present  session  to  amend  the  Savings 
Banks  Acts.'" 

Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  DALZIRL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  ex- 
pressed his  pleasure  that  this  matter  had 
been  brought  on  at  an  hour  when  informa- 
tion could  be  asked  for  concerning  the  pro- 
posals of  the  (Government.  It  was  the 
duty  of  private  Members  to  see  that  such 
Motions  as  this  were  not  passed  without 
an  opportunity  for  discussion  having 
been  afforded.  This  Resolution  was  con- 
nected with  a  Bill  which  had  been  almost 
completely  changed  in  character  since 
it  l^t  this  House.  Why  did  not  the 
ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  the 
Bill  was  under  discussion,  consider  it 
his  duty  to  state 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.)  (intervening)  said 
that  when  the  Bill  was  discussed 
he  announced  his  intention  of  moving 
certain  Amendments,  and  he  under- 
stood both  sides  of  the  House  to 
approve  of  the  course  he  proposed. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  was  fully  aware  that  a 
statement  was  made,  but  no  explanation 
had  been  offered  in  justification  of  the 
extended  proposals  the  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man had  made  upstairs.  He  hoped  the 
'  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  even 
now  explain  fully  why  he  was  asking  for 
this  Resolution. 


Mm.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  said 
he  had  moved  the  Resolution  in  pursu- 
ance  of  a  pledge  given  on  the  Second 


Reading  of  the  Bill  that  in  Committee 
he  would  propose  certain  Amendments 
to  bring  the  Bill  into  harmony  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Com> 
mittee  on  Savings  Banks,  presided  over 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Bristol  two  years  ago,  with  the 
single  exception  that  under  the  altered 
circumstances  of  the  case  he  would  not 
protK>se  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest 
paid  to  depositors.  In  order  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  rate  of 
interest  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  that 
the  interest  on  the  deficiency  annuity 
should  no  longer  be  accumidated,  but 
should  be  treated  as  part  of  the  income 
of  the  trustee  banks.  That  could  have 
been  carried  outwithout  sucha  Resolution 
as  that  under  discussion.  But,  the  inter- 
est on  the  invested  funds  of  the  deficiency 
annuity  being  handed  over  to  the  income 
account  of  the  banks,  it  became  necessary 
that  the  annuity  itself  should  be  pro- 
longed, in  order  to  find  for  the  banks  the 
amount  of  capital  it  was  originally  in- 
tended to  produce,  and  such  a  prolonga- 
tion could  not  be  effected  without  a 
Resolution.  The  sole  object  was  to  en- 
able the  Committee  to  insert  in  the  Bill  a 
clause  prolongins^  the  annuity  a  certain 
number  of  years  so  that  it  would  produce 
the  sum  originally  intended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  banks.   * 


♦Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
0aid  he  had  no  desire  to  hinder 
the  progress  of  any  Bill  of  a  really  satis- 
factory character,  but  he  felt  very  keenly 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
attempted  to  get  this  Resolution  without 
giving  any  explanation  of  its  purport* 
Even  now  he  had  not  given  the  pith  of 
the  matter.  For  the  next  ten  years  there 
was  to  be  provided  a  sum  of  £80,000  over 
the. amount  arranged  for  by  Mr.  Glad- 
stone in  1880.  Why  was  not  that  ex- 
plained ?  The  House  ought  to  know 
what  they  were  discussing,  and  he  strongly 
objected  to  measures  of  this  kind  being; 
rushed  through  without  explanation. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned  till 
this  Evening's  Sitting. 
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CX)TTON  GROWING  (AFRICA). 

Mr.  RUTHEBFORD  (Lancashire, 
Darwen) :  By  the  fortune  of  the  ballot  I 
have  been  enabled  to  put  a  Motion  on  the 
Paper  regarding  a  question  which  is 
national  in  its  character  and  vital  to  the 
people  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in 
which  my  own  coustituency  is  situated, 
my  constituency  containing  within  its 
area  a  quarter  of  the  whole  of  the  looms 
in  Lancashire  and  a  considerable  number 
of  spindles.  And  this  being  the  first 
opportunity  I  have  had  of  bringing  the 
question  before  the  House,  I  consider 
that  I  should  have  failed  in  my  duty  to 
my  constituents  if  I  had  not  done  bo. 
I  do  not  propose  logo  into  technicaUties, 
or  to  take  the  House  through  a  labyrinth 
of  figures  in  regard  to  the  cotton  industry. 
It  is  merely  my  intention  to  touch  upon 
the  broad  issues  that  are  raised  by  my 
Resolution.  I  claim  it  as  national  in  its 
character,  because  here  is  one  of  the 
greatest  of  the  manufacturing  industries 
of  the  nation  passing  through  a  time 
amounting  to  a  period  of  great  adversity, 
and  the  condition  of  this  industry  was 
recognised  in  the  Gracious  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  on  the  2nd  February,  in  the 
following  words — 

"The  intnffioiency  of  the  supply  of  the 
raw  material  upon  which  the  great  cotton  in- 
4lu8try  of  this  country  depends  has  inspired  Me 
with  deep  eonoem.  I  trust  that  the  efforts 
which  are  being  made  in  various  parts  of  My 
Empire  to  increase  the  area  under  cultivation 
may  be  attended  with  a  large  measure  of 
fiuccess." 

That  reference  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  a  recognition 
that  those  in  authority  were  cognisant 
of  the  serious  depression  that  existed, 
and  is  existing,  in  Lancashire,  and  that 
recognition  was  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  people  of  that  county.  Every  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  comes  from  Lanca- 
shire knows  the  importance  of  this  great 
industry,  but  I  think.  Sir,  I  had  better 
state,  for  the  sake  of  my  case,  the 
position  which  it  hokls. 

According  to  the  Blue-book  issued  on 
British  and  foreign  trade  and  industry,  it 
stands  fourth  on  the  Ust  of  the  number 
of  pereons  employed,  there  being  some 
582,000,  or  in  round  figures,  600,000 
persons  occupied  in  the  industry;   but, 


of  course.  Sir,  that  does  not  inchide 
other  trades  that  are  incidentally  a&cted 
by  the  depression  of  this  great  indiiB^. 
I  should  say  there  are  no  lees  tlian 
4,000,000  of  people,  one-tenth  of  the 
population  of  these  islands,  direeUy  or 
indirectly  affected  by  the  cotton  taide. 
It  is  estimated  that  in  Lancashire  bo 
less  a  sum  than  £100,000,000  of  capital 
is  invested  with  a  weekly  wage  bUl  of 
£400,000.  It  is  the  greatest  of  all  our 
manufacturing  industries,  with  an  export 
trade  of  £72,000,0U)  sterUng,  which  is 
within  a  very  few  million  pounds  of  ^le 
whole  of  the  trade  of  this  country  that 
is  done  with  France,  which  I  believe  is 
£90,000,000.  During  last  year  and  uy 
to  the  present  time  a  great  amount  oi 
that  capital  has  been  unremuneratiTe. 
and  an  enormous  loss  has  taken  place 
also  in  ¥rages.  It  is  estimated,  and  I 
give  the  figures  supplied  to  me  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Nortii  and 
North  -  East  Lancashire  Employers' 
Association ;  it  is  estimated  that  £150,000 
has  been  lost  weekly  in  wages  to  the 
workers  since  November  last,  or  about 
£3,000,000  in  all.  But,  Sir,  I  think  to 
make  it  more  understood,  and  no  doubt 
everyone  in  this  House  will  sympathise 
with  the  operative — an  operative,  with  a 
wife  and  family,  receiving  25s.  a  week, 
has  that  sum  reduced  by  the  action  of 
short  time  to  15s.  or  10s.  per  week.  That 
fact  is  reflected  in  cases  in  the  industrial 
co-operative  societies  in  my  own  con- 
stituencies, whose  returns  show  that 
there  has  been  a  diminution  in  the  pur- 
chasing power  for  the  common  necessaries 
of  life.  There  is  one  gratifying  feature 
about  all  this,  namely,  that  there  has 
been  no  serious  dispute  between  capital 
and  labour.  The  operatives  recognising 
fully  the  diiSculties  which  the  masters 
have  had  to  contend  with  through  the 
fluctuations  and  high  price  of  cotton, 
have  loyally  supported  them  in  their 
difficulties,  submissively  agreeing  to  a 
long  period  of  short  time. 

The  great  disturbances  of  this  industry 
have  been  traceable  to  two  causes — short- 
ness of  the  cotton  crop  of  America,  and 
the  operations  of  the  speculator  and 
gambler  in  futures.  The  American  crop 
lends  itself  specially  to  the  gambler. 
The  great  gambling  has  taken  place  on  the 
American  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but    it 
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i«  not  entirely   confined  to  that  aide, 
^        ior,  although  we  are  read^  to  condemn 
i        the  cotton  ring  in  America,  we   must 
I        remember  there  are  those  in  this  country, 
r        who,  even  if  they  speculate  to   a  less 
diQgree — ^yet  it  all  goes  to  assist  in  raising 
the  price.    Of  course,  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  misunderstood  with  regard  to  them ; 
legitimate  buying  for  manufacture  is  a 
,        totally  different  matter  from  speculating 
to  pocket  differences.    Of  course,  a  specu- 
lator does  not  in  any  way  want   the 
r        cotton.     As  I  have  said,  he  does  it  for 
the  sake  of  pocketing  differences  and 
finds  no  money.    So,   if  we  could  pro- 
duce   the    cotton    ourselves   and   force 
delivery    the    gambler    and    speculator 
would,  to  a  very  large  extent,  be  baffled. 
The  shortness  of  the  cotton  crop  enabled 
the  speculator  and  the  gambler  in  futures 
to   manipulate    the    American    market, 
which    market    regulates  the    price    of 
cotton,  as  it  is  from  America  where  the 
^eat  bulk  of  the  cotton  crop   comes, 
rerhaps  the  House  is  not  aware  what  a 
•    large  sum  of  money  is  involved  when 
cotton  rises  or  falls  one  half-penny  per 
pound.    Taking  a  bale  of  cotton  to  weigh 
480  lbs.,  one  half- penny  per  pound  means 
£1   per  bale,    if   the  crop  is  estimated 
at  10,000,000  bales  £10,000,000,  and  if  the 
price  rises  4d.,  £80,000,000. 

I  pass  now  to  the  importa^n  of 
cotton  into  this  country,  and  I  take  my 
figures  from  Professor  Dunstan's  Beport 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  which  was  issued 
on  Saturday  last.  The  importation  of 
cotton  into  the  United  Kingdom 
amounted  to  1,361,000,000  lbs.  from 
the  United  States,  82,000,000  from  India, 
including  Ceylon  and  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments; 296,000,000  from  Egypt;  and 
54,000,000  from  other  countries.  That 
Report  further  sets  forth  that — 

*'the  British  cotton  industry  is  now  almost 
entirely  dependent  on  the  l/nited  States  for 
supplies  of  raw  ootton," 

and  it  also  appears  that  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  obtain  increased  sup- 
plies from  other  sources  excepting 
wheft  there  has  been  a  scarcity  oi 
American  cotton.  And  can  we  de- 
pend upon  this  supply  in  the  fucure? 
I  think  that  we  cannot.  With  regard  to 
this  the  Report  says — 

'*  The  continual  extension  of  ootton  manu- 
facture in  the  southern  portions  of  the  United 
States  is  likely  to  lead,  in  the  near  future,  to  a 


greater  utilisation  of  the  raw  material  in  the 
country  of  its  production  and  to  a  fall  in  ex- 
ports to  this  and  other  countries.  This  may  be 
illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  consumption  of 
cotton  in  the  Southern  States  has  increased 
more  than  eightfold  daring  the  last  twenty 
years." 

I  can  only  say  that  the  increase  of 
consumption  of  its  own  cotton  by  the 
United  States  is  commendable,  because  it 
means  a  great  increase  of  commerce,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  it  is  the  ambition  of  the 
States  to,  at  some  time,  consume  the 
whole  of  that  production.  We  also  learn 
from  the  Report  how  the  States  values 
and  fosters  the  growth  of  cotton.  Here 
are  the  words  of  the  Report — 

**  The  present  paramount  position  of  the 
United  States  in  cotton  cultivation  ii  largely 
due  to  the  operations  of  the  welljor^uiised  and 
spleodidly  equipped  experiment  stations  of  the 
Department  for  Agriculture,  which  are  con- 
tinually engaged  in  Uie  scientific  investigation 
of  the  innumerable  problems  which  arise,  and 
in  thp  collection  ana  disseraination  of  informa- 
tion,*' 

Those  words  I  commend  to  our  own 
(Government. 

I  notice  that  Mr.  Arthur  Hutton,  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  British  Cotton  Growing 
Association,  in  an  excellent  paper  given 
before  the  Manchester  Statistical  Society 
on  10th  February  of  this  year,  and  which  is 
nowpublishedinpamphlet  form,  states  that 
the  normal  annual  increasein  the  consump- 
tion of  cotton  is  about  400,000  to  500,000 
bales  of  cotton  per  annum,  and,  taking 
the  world's  production  at  the  present 
time  at  16,000,000  bales,  and  if  the 
increase  should  continue  at  the  same 
ratio,  we  should  require  in  five  years 
time  18,500,000  bales,  and  in  ten  years 
21,000,000  bales.  I  notice  that  my  hon. 
friend  opposite  the  senior  Member  for 
Oldham,  in  an  interesting  paper  read  at 
the  Society  of  Arts,  puts  the  prospective 
consumption  somewhat  higher  than  this. 

JIow,  Sir,  I  have  stated  the  importance 
of  the  cotton  industry  of  this  country, 
and  I  believe  if  it  languishes  or  decays  we 
shall  not  hoUl  the  same  position  in  the 
commercial  world  as  we  have  hitherto 
done.  Is  it  wise  in  the  face  of  the  pro- 
spective increase  of  consumption,  and 
our  past  experience,  that  we  should  be 
dependent  upon  one  source  of  supply? 
I  can  only  say  that  those  engaged  in  the 
industry,  and  therefore  most  likely  to 
know,  think  that  it  is  not,[^but  that  we 
should  set  about  to  find  out  a  new  source 
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of  supply.  I  agree  with  them.  The 
outcome  of  this  is  the  establishment  of 
the  British  Cotton  Growing  Association 
for  the  purpose  of  discovering  and  ex- 
perimenting as  to  new  sources  of  supply 
of  the  raw  material,  and  there  are  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  in  this  House  who  are 
members  of  that  association  and  think 
highly  of  it.  The  initiative  of  that 
Association  came  from  the  Oldham 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  work  of 
the  British  Cotton  Association  is  one  in 
which  I  think  the  whole  of  Lancashire, 
when  its  object  was  understood  and 
brought  before  the  people,  took  great 
interest  and  to  which  it  gave  hearty 
support.  I  cannot  too  strongly  commend 
the  work  of  that  association.  The  North 
and  North-East  Lancashire  Cotton 
Manufacturers'  Association,  for  example, 
subscribed  £10,000,  and  was  prepared  to 
give  more  if  required ;  and  the  operatives, 
animated  by  the  same  feeling  and  spirit, 
also  contributed  most  liberally.  I  can- 
not give  the  actual  figures,  but  }  ou  can 
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Protectoimte,  Uganda,  tiie  West  Afiioaii  Ookmie* 
and  ProteotoimtaB,  the  West  Indies*  and  periiap» 
Fiji,  British  North  Borneo,  and  pypms.^ 

Here  is  a  field  of  great  possibilities  for 
this  Empire  for  the  production  of  cottop, 
and  one  which  I  believe,  witii  some  asnst- 
ance  from  the  (Jovemmentin  the  way  of 
transit,  can  and  will  be  developed.  British 
possessions  which  the  Cotton  Growing 
Association  has  centred  its  immediate 
attention  upon  are  Sierra  Leone,  Lagos, 
and  Southern  Nigeria.  In  Lagos  th** 
best  of  the  cotton  land  is  in  the  Hinter- 
land ;  this  is  confirmed  in  the  Report,  and 
it  is  necessary  that  the  railway  should  be 
extended  beyond  Ibadan,  the  present 
terminus,  to  Ilorin,  and  so  opea  up  the 
Yoruba  country.  I  believe  it  is  calcu- 
lated that  cotton  can  be  grown  com- 
mercially, for  the  question  of  labour  and 
the  difficulties  of  transport  have  been 
considered.  With  regard  to  Lagos  this 
Report  says — 

"  They«(the  inhabitants)  have  been  somewhat 
disoouraged  by  their  past  experience  in  ooftee 


take  it  that  they  were  Uberal.    I  recoUect   g^T^^^'PS!^.  ^*^ii??  ?^°^  ^^^'T?  *^^  ^^ 
.  *•  +1.'         u*     +       k-  k  T  '  ^*^  succeeded  in  obtainiDg  excellent  crops  or 


this  product.  It  has  been  explained  to  them 
that  cotton,  if  culttvated  carefmly,  will  always 
realise  a  remunerative  price.  They  have  agreed 


at  a  meeting  on  thia  subject,  which  I 
attended  in  Blackburn  on  the  16th  of 

January    of    the  present  year,  it    was         ,      .       ,        ,.-.«,^' 
staled  that  the  operatives  in  thatdistrict ,  t^^^J^^^l'^Z^'ST^^^^^'^ 
had  contributed  £2,800,  and  it  must  be  I  ,      ^     ^  ,       «       » 

borne  in  mind  that  both  the  contributions  ,'      There  is  also  a  great  field  in  Southern 
of  the  masters  as  well  as  of  the  employees   Nigeria.    Concerning  this  district   it  is 
were  given  at  a  time  when  the  trade  was   stated  in  the  Report  that— 
in  a   very  depressed  condition  and  un-       <*  Samples  of  cotton  grown  on  the  experi- 
remunerative.  mental  plantation  at  Onitsha  have  leeently 

,  been  received  in  Manchester,  and  are  said  to 
The  British  Cotton  Growing  Assdcia-    be  equal  to  'fully  good  middling '  Ameriean. 

tion  has  proved  that  cotton  can  be  '  »^<i  «^^<^^y  f  ^"^  q'^ijy  ^"l"^»^y/«l^ 
^•^«r^  •;«  \r«»;^„-  ««»*-  ^4  ^k^  ^^JiA  by  the  manufacturer.  A  power  gin  ha^  been 
grown   in  various  parts  of  the  world,  i  g^^.  „p  ^^  q^^I^I^,.  *^ 

South     Africa,     Central    Africa,    East 

Africa,  and  West  Africa.    I  am  sorry  that  I  »^  ^^^^ 


my  Resolution  is  confined  to  Africa. 
But  hon.  Members  will  sympathise  with 
me  in  the  reason  why  it  is  so  confined. 
When  you.  Sir,  call  a  name  from  the 
ballot,  a  Member  has  to  make  his  mind 


It  is  stated  that  labour  can  be  arranged 
for  and  that  transport  is  easy." 

In  snbniitting  this  Resolution  to  the 
House,  I  believe  that  those  engaged  in 
the  cotton  industry  are  able  and  willing 


up  suddenly,  and  on  the  spur  of  the  i  to  meet  their  own  difficulties.     Lanca* 

~"  shire  does  not  come  at  all  cap  in  hand. 

But  there  are  things  which  thev  cannot 
do;  they  want  Oovernment  help  in 
providing  transit,  and  where  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  sec  their  way  to  construct  a 
railway  or  to  extend  any  existing  rail- 
ways, they  might  guarantee  a  loan  for 
that  purpose.  Sir,  I  have  said  nothing 
with  regard  to  experimenting  or  estab- 
lishing model  plantations,  or  what  other 
countries  are  doing  for  their  Colonies, 


moment  I  said  Africa.  That  is  the 
real  reason  why  it  is  confined  to  Africa. 
I  believe  there  is  a  great  field  for 
cotton  cultivation  in  the  Egyptian 
Soudan,  but  if  the  cultivation  is  to  be 
prosecuted  it  is  necessary  to  complete 
the  construction  of  the  Suakim  and 
Berber  railway.  Professor  Dunstan  goes 
further  than  that ;  he  sa3rs  in  his  Report — 

*'  Among  the  most  promising  of  these 
mental  districts  are  the  BritUh  Central 

Mr,  Rutherford. 
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but  they  do  vote  large  sums  of  mopey 
for  experimental  purposes.  I  venture  to 
think  that  it  might  be  to  the  advantage 
<of  this  country  if  some  money  were  to 
be  voted  for  experiments  in  cotton 
cultivation  in  Africa.  I  should  have 
liked  to  have  said  a  word  on  India,  for 
India  is  Lanc<ishire's  greatest  customer, 
and  if  more  cotton  could  be  cultivated 
in  that  dependency  of  ours  it  would  be  as 

food  for  them  as  it  would  for  Lancashire, 
ndian  eotton  is  not  at  present  suitable 
for  Lancashire  trade,  but  Sir  Greorge 
Watt,  in  a  note  appended  to  his  report 
•on  the  improvement  of  Indian  cotton, 
^ays— 

<*  That  with  the  proBperity  and  education  of 
Indian  cultivators  as  fine  cotton  as  anv 
produced  in  America  could  be  grown  in  India. 

My  object  in  putting  this  Resolution  has 
been  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before 
the  House  the  position  of  the  cotton 
industry  in  this  country,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of    not   being    dependent  on 
one  source  of  supply  for  the  raw  material. 
Sir,  the  Resolution  is  not  in  any  hostile 
spirit  to  the  Government,  because  I  ap- 
prove entirely  of  what  the  Government 
has  done.    It  was  stated  in  a  market 
report  the  other  day  that  the  American 
-crop  was  likely  to  be  a  large  one  this 
year.     If  that  turned  out  to  be  the  case, 
the  situation  might  not  be  so  acute  as  at 
present;    but  I  would  urge  upon  the 
Government  not  under  any  considera- 
tions to  relax  their  efforts  in  aiding  the 
production  of  new  sources  of  supply  of 
raw  cotton.    I  should  be  prepared  to 
accept    the  Amendment    of    the    hou. 
Member  for  Islington,    which   I    think 
would  cover  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Manchester.    Thank- 
ing the  House  for  its  courtesy,  I  humbly 
and  confidently  submit  this  Resolution 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  House. 

*Mb.  FIELDBN  (Lancashire,  Middleton) 
said  he  wished  it  had  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  some  other  Member  more  capable  than 
himself  to  have  seconded  this  Resolu- 
tion, but  as  the  representative  of  a  con- 
stituency, the  large  majority  of  the 
workers  in  which  were  employed  in 
either  cotton  spinning  or  manufacturing, 
he  naturally  took  a  very  great  interest 
in  the  subject.  As  a  cotton  spinner  and 
manufacturer  carrying  on  business  in 
the  same  locality  inwhicb  it  was  carried 


on  by  his  great-grandfather  morr*  than  a 
100  years  ago,  he  perhaps  knew  a  little  bit 
about  this  question  and  the  way  in  which  it 
was  affecting  the  people  in  Lancashire.  He 
thought  it  was  generally  admitted  that 
there  was  very  considerable  distress  in 
that  county,  and  that  that  distress  was 
largely  due  to  the  shortage  of  cotton.  If 
any  evidence  were  required  on  that  sub- 
ject it  was  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
Labour  Gazette,  In  the  February  issue 
of  that  publication  describing  the  state  of 
the  cotton  trade  during  1903  it  was 
stated — 

*' Employment  in  the  cotton  industiy  was 
fairlv  goodduring  the  first  four  months  of  1903. 
It  then  rapidly  declined  owing  to  the  sharp 
upward  movement  in  the  {irice  of  the  raw 
material  and  a  prolonged  period  of  short  time 
ensued.  Some  recovery  took  place,  however, 
towards  the  end  of  October  and  continued 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  On  the  whole, 
however,  the  year  19^  was  an  extremely  bad 
one  for  the  cotton  industry.'* 

That  was  the  general  tenor  of  the 
statement  in  that  publication  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  trade  during 
the  past  year.  In  April  the  report 
in  the  Labour  Gazette  was — 

**  Employment  in  March  continued  bad  in 
both  spmnmg  and  weaving  branches  and  much 
worse  than  a  year  ago.  Owing  to  the  con- 
tinued hij^h  price  of  American  raw  cotton,  short 
time  continued  to  be  worked  in  the  majority 
of  spinning  mills  using  it.  •  The  quantity  of  all 
kinds  of  American  cotton  forwarded  from 
English  ports  to  inland  towns  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1904  was  585,000  bales  or  257,000 
ba'es  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
1903." 

If  any  further  evidence  was  desired  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  trade  in  that 
district,  it  could  be  very  easily  furnished 
by  the  decreased  railway  receipts  both 
in  goods  and  passengers,  showing  that 
the  state  of  that  county  at  the  present 
time  was  far  from  satisfactory. 

What  was  the  cause  of  this?  There 
could  be  very  little  doubt  on  the  part  of 
anyone  who  had  given  any  attention  to 
the  subject  that  the  cause  arose  from  the 
fact  that  during  the  last  few  years  the 
world's  consumption  of  cotton  had  over- 
taken the  world's  production.  The 
publication  of  Messrs.  Lathom,  Alex- 
ander &  Co.,  set  out  very  fully  the  pro- 
dnction  of  cotton  and  the  consumption  of 
cotton  duting  the  four  years  ending  1902-3 
and  althou^  in  some  of  those  years  the 
production  was  greater  than  the  consump- 
tion, the  net  result  was  that  the  consump- 
tion had  exceeded  the  production  by  over 
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a  millioo  bales,  or  something  more  than 
2  per  cent,  of  the  total  cotton  grown. 
What  the  result  of  the  present  year  was 
going  to  be  they  could  not  tell.  There 
could  be  very  little  doubt  in  the  mind 
of  anyone  who  had  any  connection  with. 
the  trade  that  it  would  show  that  a  still 
greater  inroad  had  been  made  into  the 
stocks  of  raw  material  that  were  held  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  globe.  This 
was  a  very  serious  matter  for  Lancashire, 
lor  while  the  consumption  of  cotton  in 
the  Ijancashire  mills  had  remained 
stationary,  or  practically  stationary, 
during  the  last  four  jrears — excluding 
the  present  year,  which  he  thought 
would  show  a  falling  off — on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  and  in  the 
United  States  the  consumption  had 
considerably  increased.  The  increased 
consumption  in  America  was  due  to  the 
enormous  prosperity,  which  had  been 
evident  to  everyone,  in  that  part  of  the 
world  during  the  last  few  years,  for 
there  the  people  could  well  afford  to 
purchase  what  were,  comparatively 
speaking,  expensive  goods.  L'he  same 
argument,  to  a  large  extent,  explained 
the  reason  why  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe  the  same  thing  had  taken  place. 
This  country  formerly  supplied  Europe 
with  large  quantities  of  that  material. 
Owing  to  the  fiscal  policy  on  the  Con- 
tinent, and  the  fact  they  had  equipped 
themselves  with  mills  and  machinery 
to  produce  what  they  required,  we  had 
been  excluded  from  that  market,  and 
the  fact  that  the  price  of  the  finished 
article  had  risen  had  not  prevented  the 
people  of  those  countries  from  purchasing 
the  full  requirements.  With  our  trade 
it  was  different.  Only  20  per  cent,  of 
the  production  of  our  spindles  and 
looms  was  consumed  in  this  country, 
the  remaining  80  per  cent,  being  ex- 
ported abroad  very  largely  to  countries 
in  the  East  where  labour  was  paid  for 
upon  a  silver  basis.  They  all  knew  that 
the  value  of  silver  for  a  period  of  years 
had  shown  a  tendency  steadily  to  fall 
while  cotton  had  shown  a  tendency  st^dily 
to  rise.  After  the  people  in  those 
countries  had  provided  themselves  with 
the  absolute  necessaries  of  life  he  was 
afraid  that  the  balance  left  for  them  to 
spend  was  very  small  indeed,  and  it  was  a 
rather  remarkable  thing  what  an  ex- 
tremely small  amount  of  cotton  clothing 
Mr.  Fielden. 


appeared  to  be  included  in   what  were 

'  called thenecesaaries  of  life  in  the  coantries 

in  the  East.     Consequently,  owing  to  the 

I  rise  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material,  the 

mills  in  Lancashire  had  been   unable  to 

'  obtain  orders,    and  the    manufacturos, 

speaking  generally,  had  been  wise  enoii^ 

to  refuse  to  go  into  the  cotton  market  to 

buy  cotton  at  high  prices  until  they  were 

certain    that    they   would   have    ordo^ 

which  they  could  turn  out  at  a  profit 

That  being  the  position  of  the  trade  in 
Lancashire  and  in  other  eountriee,  and 
it  being  clearly  attributable  to  the 
shortage  of  the  world's  supply  of  cott^m, 
the  question  arose,  could  anything  be 
done  whereby  the  grievance  under  whidi 
Lancashire  was  suffering  at  the  present 
time  could  be,  removed.  The  United 
States  of  America  at  the  preeent  time 
produced  72  per  cent  of  the  world's  pro- 
duction of  cotton,  and  in  the  last  aereo- 
teen  years  America  had  increaaed  her 
acreage  under  cotton  from  18,000,000  to 
27,000,000  acres.  But  with  all  their 
ingenuity  in  the  United  States  ^y 
did  not  appear  to  be  able  to  lugelj 
increase  the  yield  of  cotton  per  acre^ 
and  as  they  had  failed  to  do  this 
in  the  past  he  very  much  doubled 
whether  they  could  look  forward  in  Ae 
future  to  any  increased  yield  of  cotton 
per  acre  in  the  United  States  of  Ajnerica. 
Then  came  the  question,  if  they  were  to 
have  greater  quantities  of  cotton  grown. 
was  it  possible  that  the  acreage  under 
cotton  in  the  United  States  could  be 
very  largely  increased?  He  had  been 
told  by  tiiose  who  knew  something  about 
the  business  of  cotton  growing  in  that 
part  of  the  world  that  if  the  acreage 
under  cotton  was  largely  increaeed  it  was 
very  doubtful  indeed  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  pick  the  cotton  after  it 
was  grown,  because  the  labour  supply  in 
that  part  of  the  world  at  the  present 
time  was  not  equal  to  picking  more  than 
12,000,000  acres.  Whether  this  state- 
ment was  right  or  wrong,  he  thought  that 
in  this  country  they  would  be  very  un- 
wise if  they  looked  in  the  future  for  anv 
large  increase  of  cotton  production  from 
that  source.  Therefore  he  thought  iher 
were  right  in  turning  their  attention  to 
other  parts  of  the  world,  and  especially 
to  those  parts  which  were  under  the 
Union  Jack. 

A  very  great  work  had  been  carried 
out    in    the     last    two    years    by    the 
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British  Cotton  Giowing  Association,  and 
those  who  were  interested  and  con- 
nected with  the  trade  in  Lancashire 
felt  tiiat  to  that  Association,  and  to  all 
those  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in 
its  work,  they  owed  a  very  great  debt  of 
gratitude.  They  had  snppUed  a  oertain 
amount  of  money  for  the  work  of  that 
Association,  and  the  results  undoubtedly 
proved  that  the  money  had  been  well 
spent,  and  he  was  quite  convinced  that 
they  would  be  able  to  raise  very  much 
larger  funds  for  the  work  of  the  Associa* 
tion  and  thereby  largely  increase  its 
area  of  benefit.  The  work  of  this 
Association  hitherto  had  largely  been 
one  of  inquiry,  or  distribution  of 
machinery,  the  selection  and  distribution 
of  seeds,  and  the  appointment  of  experts 
to  visit  the  different  parts  of  the  world  to 
ascertain  where  cotton  could  be  best  and 
most  easily  ^own.  The  different  parts 
of  the  world  that  had  been  generally 
referred  to  were  India,  and  they  had  had 
cotton  from  India  for  many  years. 
Personally,  he  very  much  doubted 
whether  they  would  be  able  to  receive  in 
future  any  very  large  additional  supply 
of  cotton  from  India.  At  any  rate  if  they 
did,  Indian  cotton  would  have  to  be  of  a 
very  much  better  quality  than  had 
hitherto  been  sent  to  this  country  from 
that  great  dependency.  Without  labour- 
ing tiie  question  of  India,  although  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  cotton  growing 
industry  developed  there,  he  should  be  very 
much  surprised  if  in  the  future  it  was  found 
that  India  could  send  them  very  much 
larger  quantities  of  cotton  than  she  had 
been  sending  them  in  the  past.  In 
Egypt,  however,  they  had  a  field  to  which 
they  might  undoubtedly  look  for  a  large 
increase  in  their  cotton  supply.  They 
should  remember,  however,  that  the 
cotton  grown  in  Egypt  was  not  the  cotton 
they  were  at  the  present  moment  suffer- 
ing from  the  want  of  in  Lancashire.  No 
doubt  those  who  used  Egyptian  cotton 
would  be  better  off  if  there  was  a  good 
deal  more  of  it  grown,  and  the  Cotton 
Growing  Association,  and  those  respon- 
sible for  the  Government  of  Egypt, 
were  doing  everything  they  could  to 
increase  the  supply  of  Egyptian  cotton. 
He  could  assure  hon.  Members  that 
where  American  cotton  was  used  the 
suffering  that  had  been  going  on  in 
Lancashire  almost  continuously  for  the 


last  twelve  months  was  very  acute  and 
very  great.  Could  they  find  any  otiier 
source  where  they  could  get  cotton  of 
the  character  that  they  received  from 
the  United  States  of  America?  In  the 
very  excellent  Blue-book  which  appeared 
only  a  couple  of  davs  before,  they  had 
the  evidence  of  Professor  Dunstan  that 
within  the  Empire  and  within  Africa 
there  were  districts  which  gave  every 
hope  that  the  desire  they  had  in  view 
might  be  fulfilled.    The  professor  said — 

''In  Northern  Nigeria,  to  some  extent  in 
Southern  Nigeria  and  in  the  Lagos  hinterland 
there  is  a  vast  field.  The  native  popolation  is- 
numerous,  intelligent  and  thoroughly  familiar* 
ised  with  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  which  has- 
been  carried  on  in  several  localities  for  hundreds- 
of  years  in  a  primitive  jret  e£foctive  manner." 

Again,  a  little  further  on,  speaking  of 
Northern  Nigeria,  the  professor  said — 

"  The  most  serious  difficulty  is  the  question 
of  transport  and  it  seems  doubtful  whether 
cotton  can  be  economically  exported  from  the- 
interior  of  the  protectorate  unless  a  railway  is- 
constructed  from  the  Niger  to  Kano." 

He  (the  speaker)  looked  to  something 
being  done  without  loss  of  time  by  the 
(Government  in  this  direction.  Bethought 
that  they  in  Lancashire  had  a  fair  reason 
to  ask  them  to  do  something— something, 
more  than  they  had  already  done  and  to- 
do  it  as  quickly  as  possible.  It  might 
be  said  that  Lancashire  had  no  right  to- 
ask  that  a  large  expenditure  of  moneys 
should  be  made  by  the  Government 
in  order  to  relieve  the  distress.  If  he- 
thought  that  this  expenditure  was 
doubtful  as  to  the  return  it  would  bring: 
he  should  hesitate,  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  where  we  had  undertaken  the 
protectorate  of  a  people  who  were^ 
civilised  to  a  much  larger  extent  than 
the  people  in  other  parts  of  Africa,  and 
where  cotton  had  been  grown  for  cen- 
turies, it  was  not  asking  too  much  that 
that  country  should  with  the  least 
possible  delay  be  connected  with  the 
ocean,  so  that  a  free  exchange  might  take 
place  between  them  and  the  people  of 
this  country.  He  believed  that  there 
were  many  districts  where  cotton  could 
be  grown,  but  none  where  all  the  ele- 
ments abounded  so  fully  as  in  this 
one  place  to  give  the  same  promise  of 
success.  It  was  because  the  population 
of  Lancashire  thought  that  delay  in  this 
matter  was  of  the  most  serious  nature  to 
them   that  they  asked  the  (Government 
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to  push  it  forward  rapidly.  It  was  in  no 
spirit  of  antagonism  to  what  the  Govern- 
ment were  doing  in  the  matter  that  this 
Motion  was  moved.  He  would  be  the 
last  to  flog  a  willing  horse  in  the  person 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  But  new 
times  had  come,  and  the  man  who  did 
not  put  himself  abreast  of  the  times 
was  soon  left  behind.  An  institution 
called  the  *' hustler"  had  recently  been 
imported  from  the  United  States.  It 
was  in  the  character  of  a  "hustler 
he  seconded  the  Motion. 


that 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it 
is  incumbent  upon  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  use  every  endeavour  to  encourage 
the  growth  of  cotton  in  those  districts  in 
Africa  which  are  under  British  Gk)vem- 
ment  or  British  influence,  and  to  co- 
operate as  far  as  possible  with  such  com- 
mercial associations  as  may  be  organised 
to  secure  this  »md."— (i^^-  J-  Rutherford). 


*Mb.  EMMOTT  (Oldham)  said  there 
was  only  one  remark  which  fell  from 
the  seconder  of  the  Motion  with  which 
he  disagreed.  According  to  his  own 
information  there  tad  been  a  good  deal 
of  short  time  and  stoppage  of  work,  not 
only  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  but 
also  in  America  as  well  as  here.  He 
was  no  carping  critic  of  the  Party 
system,  but  it  was  a  relief  occasionally 
on  a  night  like  this  for  both  Parties  to 
be  able  to  join  hands  in  order  to  further 
an  object  which  was  meant  not  only  for 
the  benefit  of  Lancashire  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  of  the  Empire  at  large. 
It  was  fortunate  that  even  the 
ubiquitous  fiscal  question  did  not  enter 
into  this  matter  that  they  had  to  consider, 
for  he  did  not  know  that  anybody  had 
been  found  so  stupid  as  to  propose  that 
a  tax  should  be  put  upon  raw  cotton 
wherever  that  raw  cotton  might  come 
from.  Nor  was  this  a  question  of  a 
jself-contained  Empire — an  Empire  that 
should  necessarily  grow  all  the  cotton 
that  it  required— for  although  that  might 
be  a  desirable  thing  it  was  certainly  a 
thing  that  we  should  not  obtain,  however 
quickly  we  progressed,  for  a  great  many 
years  to  come.  Most  certainly  the  cotton 
trade  would  buy  its  cotton  wherever  it 
jcou\A  get  it  of  a  satisfactory  quality 
Mr.  Fidden. 
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and  at  a  satisfactory  price.  It  had  been 
calculated  that  in  ten  years  from  the 
present  time  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  another  25,000,000  acres  employed 
in  the  growth  of  cotton  above  what  we 
had  in  the  world  to-day,  that  waa  to 
say,  an  area  equal  to  about  one-thiid 
of  the  area  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It 
was  tiie  isLct  that  we  depended  more  and 
more  in  this  country  on  the  simplies  of 
ootton  from  America.  We  depended 
more  to-day  upon  the  supply  from 
Ammca  than  we  did  at  the  time  when 
the  Civil  War  in  America  broke  out 
and  it  was  the  fact  that  the  kind  of 
ootton  that  we  wanted  was  not  the  kind 
that  we  could  get  from  India,  but  the 
kind  that  we  got  from  the  United  States 
and  from  Egypt.  So  that  being  thecase, 
and  we  having  in  the  British  Bmpize 
endless  territory  which  was  suitable  for 
the  growth  of  the  kind  of  cotton  that  we 
required,  it  was  surely  our  duty  if  'we  could, 
by  a  combination  of  private  enteipnae 
with  (Government  aid,  to  grow  more  oi 
the  increased  quantities  of  cotton  that 
we  required  witliin  the  borders  of  tiie 
Britidi  Empire  itself. 

He  wanted  to  emphasise  in  the 
strongest  possible  way  that  the 
British  Cotton  Growing  Associataoo, 
with  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
connected,  had  no  complaint  to  make  in 
any  general  way  of  what  the  Grovezs- 
ment  was  doing,  but  rather  deaired  to 
thank  the  Government  for  the  great 
assistance  it  had  given  to  it.  That 
remark  applied  not  only  to  the  late 
Colonial  Secretary  but  to  the  present 
Colonial  Secretary,  and  in  reference  to 
this  particular  question  he  thought  he 
ought  to  mention  the  Under-Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  had  taken,  ever  since  he  came  into 
office,  a  very  lively  and  active  interest 
in  the  furtherance  of  this  question.  Id 
this  matter  it  was  the  British  Cotton 
Growing  Association  that  repreaented 
private  enterprise.  He  believed  tiiey 
were  going  to  apply  for  a  Royal  Charter 
— ^they  were  certainly  going  to  attempt 
to  raise  a  sum  of  £500,000,  mostly  from 
the  trade  itself  —  andtiiey  would  under- 
take, if  the  Royal  Charter  was  given,  tiiat 
any  profits  that  were  made,  at  any  rate 
for  a  period  of  years,  should  not  be  paid 
to  the  members  of  the  Association,  but 
should  be  devoted  to    the  purpose  of 
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increasing  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the 
British  Empire.  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Darwen  Division  had  pointed  out 
that  it  was  rather  his  misfortune  than 
his  desire  that  the  actual  Motion  put 
down  on  the  Paper  related  to  Africa 
alone.  He  quite  agreed  with  him 
that  it  might  be  applied  more 
generally — ^perhaps  it  would  before  the 
close  of  the  evening.  But  at  any 
rate  Africa  alone  presented  a  sufficiently 
large  field  of  discussion  in  the  time  that 
they  had  before  them  that  night.  One 
point  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
cotton-growing — a  point  of  great  interest 
— ^was  the  extraordinary  chanee  that  had 
taken  place  as  to  the  parts  of  the  world 
whence  the  chief  supply  of  cotton  came. 
He  believed  it  was  a  fact  that  in  the  year 
1784,  a  shiu  came  from  the  United 
States  with  fourteen  bales  of  cotton  on 
board,  and  that  of  those  fourteen '  bales 
eight  bales  were  seized  by  the  authorities 
b^use  it  was  stated  that  the  United 
States  of  America  certainly  could  not 
have  produced  at  the  time  fourteen  bales 
of  cotton.  A  rather  different  state  of 
affairs  from  a  time  like  the  present,  when 
we  were  grumbling  so  much  because  the 
United  States  only  produced  a  little  over 
10,000,000  bales,  whereas  we  should  like 
them  to  produce  at  least  12,000,000  !  At 
that  time  three-quarters  of  our  supply 
came  from  the  West  Indies — about 
40,000  bales  a  year.  During  the  last  few 
vears  we  had  not  obtained  more  than  1,000 
bales  from  the  West  Indies.  The  large 
supplies  of  cotton  that  we  now  obtained 
from  Efi^pt  were  of  course  comparatively 
new.  The  growing  of  cotton  only  began 
in  Eg3rpt  in  the  year  1828,  and  several 
other  countries  had  grown  cotton  during 
the  last  century,  and  had  ceased  to  grow 
it  simply  because  they  could  not  produce 
it  at  the  price  at  which  the  market 
would  take  it. 

This  question  of  the  changes  of 
the  sources  of  the  supply  pf  cotton 
was  a  point  of  interest  because  it 
showed,  m  the  first  place,  that  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  was  possible  in  a  very 
great  many  parts  of  the  world;  and 
in  the  second  place  a  study  of  the 
question  showed  that  it  was 
principally  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Egjrpt,  where  the  greatest  scientific  con- 
centration had  been  exercised  in  regard 
to  the  question  that  the  great  advance  in 
the  production  of  cotton  had  taken  place. 
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I  In    India,   wherever  the  same  scientific 
treatment  had  not  been  accorded  to  it 
{ the      quality     of      the      cotton      had 
I  actually  deteriorated   in     the  last  fifty 
i  years.     Sir  George  Watt,  in  his  interest- 
ing  addition  to  the  Blue-book  which  had 
I  been  so  much  quoted  that  night,  pointed 
out  that  in  investigating  the  Report  of 
Dr.  Hove,  made  in  1785,  and  comparing 
the  Reports  which  he  gave  of  the  various 
kinds  of  cotton  grown  in  different  parts 
of    India  at  that   time  with  the  cotton 
grown  in  the  same  districts  to-day  he  found 
that  a  great  many  better  kinds  of  cotton 
grown  in  India  then  were  not  erown  there 
at  allat  the  presentday.  Indeeo,  he  believed 
it  was  a  lact  that  the  famous  Indian 
muslins  of  many  years  ago  could  not  be 
made  at  all  out  of  any  cotton  that  was 
produced  in  India  at  the  present  time.     In 
the  Blue-book,  Professor  Dunstan  axai  Sir 
George  Watt  showed  that  faUures  in  re- 
gard  to  the  growth  of  cotton  had  been 
due  to  what  they  called  ignorant  experi- 
ment.    They  said  that  the  agricultural 
chemistry  of  the  growth  of  cotton  was 
even  stiU  comparatively  in  its  infancy* 
They  stated  that  the  whole  literature, 
botanically    and    commercially,    dealing 
with  cotton  was  in  a  state  of  chaos, 
and  that  there  was  a   very  great  deal 
still  to  be  learnt  as  to  the  process  of  the 
selection  of  seed,   and  as  to  the  most 
suitable    manure,    for    the    purpose  of 
growing  cotton.    And  they  pointed  out 
that    the     problem      was    a     different 
problem     in    each    place    where    they 
attempted     to    grow    cotton,    different 
both      as     to      the     seed    that     was 
required,    as    to    the  character  of   the 
cultivation,  and  different  of  course,  also, 
as  to  the  very  important  question  of  the 
labour  required,  and  the   transport  that 
was   necessary  in  order  to  make  it  a 
commercial  success.   He  mentioned  these 
points  because  he  thought  it  was  most 
important  that  not  only  Members  of  the 
House,  but  the  country  at  large,  should 
understand    that  no  enormous    results 
could  be  expected  within  a  year  or  two. 
It  could  not  be  done  very  quickly.    He 
was  sure  everybody  who  was  interested 
in  Lancashire  must  be  pleased  at  the 
interest  that  was  taken  in  this  question 
throughout  the    whole  country  at  the 
present  time.    But  what  he  wanted  to 
beg  was  that  that  interest  should  not  be 
a  mere  fleeting  interest  but  should  be 
3  B 
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kept  up  through  a  series  of  years,  because 
only  by  such  interest  being  kept  up,  and  * 
by  suitable  people  devoting  their  time 
and  attention  and  abilities  to  this  ques- 
tion, could  any  real  success  be  obtained  in 
the  direction  of  growing  that  large  extra 
quantity  of  cotton   that  we    required. 
He  would  take  the  instance  referred  by 
his   hon.    friend     opposite    as    an    ex- 
ample.   Experiments    were  being  made 
in    the    Soudan    as   to   the    best    kind  ; 
of    seeds    and     as    to     cultivation    in 
general.      When    these    questions    were 
decided  they  wouki  still  have   to   teach 
the  people  who  were  going  to  grow  the 
•cotton.    But  all   this  would  be   of  no* 
avail  until   the    railway    from    Sualdm 
^as  completed  to  Berber,  for  until  proper  | 
transport  facilities  were  provided   they 
would    not    be    able    to    get     the    full  ^ 
advantage    of    the    cotton    grown     in 
Egypt.      In     regard     to     the     cotton 
grown     in    the    Soudan    they     had     at 
any  rate  one  great  thing  for  which  they 
•ought  to  be  thankful.     Operations  would 
be   carried    on     under    the   supervision 
of    one    of     the     best     and     greatest 
servants    of    the    British    Crown,    Lord  , 
Oromer,  who  had  taken  a  lively  interest  i 
in  this  matter. 

The     Motion      asked      the     Govern- 
ment    to    help     in    this     question     of 
•cotton  growing.    He  wanted  to  put  one 
or    two    questions    to    the    right    hon. 
Oentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary  so  that 
when  he  replied  he   might    give    some 
information    about    them.    The    points 
that  required  to  be  considered  in  regard 
to  this  matter  were  in  the  first  place  the 
selection  of   the  seed,  the  suitabihty  of 
manures  to  the  chemical  qualities  of  the 
soil,  and  the  pecuUarities  of  the  cHmate 
of  whatever  district  they  were  dealing 
with.      The    Gk>vernment    had    already 
given  considerable  assistance  in  regard  to 
these  matters,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that 
the   British  Cotton  Growing  Association 
had  a  lively  sense  of  gratitude  for  what 
the    Government   had    done    and    were 
doing.    But  he  desired  especially  to  ask 
the  Colonial  Secretary  a   question  with 
regard  to  the  most  important  matter  of 
labour.     He  had  a  very  firm  conviction 
that  nothing  considerable  could  be  done 
unless    they  interested    the    natives  of 
whatever  district  they  were  concerned 
with    to    undertake   the    cultivation   of 
Mr.  EmmoU. 


cotton  themselves.  They  must  let 
them  have  the  profits  so  far  as  was 
possible,  and  they  must  not,  if 
they  could  avoid  it,  merely  employ 
them  as  labourers  at  so  much  a  day.  So 
far  as  the  Soudan  was  concerned,  I^rd 
Cromer^s  last  Report  on  Egypt  mentioned 
how  much  the  population  of  that 
province  had  been  depleted.  He  did  not 
know  how  much  land  there  was  in  the 
Soudan  capable  of  growing  cotton;  but 
the  question  he  wished  to  put  to  the 
Government  for  subsequent  consideration 
was  this — that  if  there  was  a  large  terri- 
tory suitable  for  the  purpose  and  there 
was  not  a  sufficient  population,  l^e 
question  of  the  immigration  of  Indian 
coolies,  if  it  could  be  satdsiac- 
torily  done,  might  be  considered. 
He  said  Indian  coolies ;  he  did  not  aay 
Chinese  coolies.  [Ironical  Mikistk&ial 
cheers.]  Hon.  Members  cheered  ironi- 
cally, but  he  was  going  to  add  that  the 
Indian  coolies  need  not  be  kept  in  com- 
pounds. 

Another  matter  he  wanted  to 
mention  was  in  connection  with  labour 
in  British  Central  Africa.  In  that 
country  there  was  a  very  sore  feeling  in 
regard  to  recruiting  labour  for  the  South 
African  mines.  In  the  wet  season  labour 
was  short  there,  although  it  was  plenti- 
ful in  the  dry  season.  He  was  aware 
that  the  men  got  more  wages  in  the 
mines  than  when  engaged  in  agriculture 
at  home,  but  the  mortality  in  the 
mines  was  very  heavy.  It  was  rather 
hard  that  the  people  who  were  trying  to 
develop  British  Central  Africa  should 
have  their  kbour  taken  away  from  them 
to  supply  the  South  African  mines.  The 
last  question  to  which  he  wished  to  refer 
was  that  of  transport.  He  wished  to 
ask  the  Colonial  Secretary  whether  any- 
thing was  being  done  to  lengthen  the 
railway  in  Lagos  from  Ibadan  to  lUorin. 
He  understood  that  the  country  between 
these  two  towns  was  pecuUarly  suitable 
for  the  growth  of  cotton.  Another  ques- 
tion he  had  to  put  was,  what  was  going 
to  be  done  as  to  a  railway  in  Northern 
Nigeria.  That  was  a  matter  of  enormous 
importance.  At  present  they  were  paying 
a  subsidy  of  £400,0C0  a  year  to  the 
'  Government  of  that  territory ;  and  he 
ventured  to  say  that  trade  could  never 
be  developed  to  pay  for  that  subsidy 
without  a  railway.     He  hoped  that  the 
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Qovemment  would  favourably  consider 
the  building  of  a  light  railway  there  for 
the  development  of  the  country.  The 
cost  of  a  light  railway  would  be  com- 
paratively small,  and  it  could  be  built 
much  sooner  than  a  broad  gauge  railway. 
The  British  Cotton  Growing  Association 
were  anxious  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
<K)tton  received  from  our  different  colonies 
and  possessions,  and  would  like  a  Return  of 
the  exports  of  cotton  from  each  of  them 
for  the  last  five  years,  stating  the 
numbers  of  bags  or  bales,  and  their 
actual  weight,  and  distinguishing  between 
ginned  and  unginned  cotton;  and  also 
showing  the  destination  of  the  same, 
whether  to  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere.  If 
such  a  Return  could  be  made  monthly,  or 
•even  every  three  iQonths,  it  would  be  of 
great  interest,  and  bring  before  the 
country  in  a  marked  way  the  progress  the 
Colonies  were  making  in  this  matter.  In 
conclusion,  he  had  much  pleasure  in  sup- 
portingthe  Resolution,  which  was  proposed 
not  in  the  least  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
and  of  the  Empire. 

«Mr.  SAMUBL  smith  (Flintshire)  said 
that  he  had  visited  most  of  the  cotton- 
growing  countries  of  the,  world.  There 
conkl  be  no  doubt  that  Lancashire  had 
suffered  very  seriously,  and  the  sole  reason 
was  the  deficiency  of  supply.  But  for 
that  we  should  have  had  a  very  good  trade 
at  the  present  time,  for  there  was  plenty 
of  demand  for  cotton  goods.  There  was 
a  widespread  idea  that  the  main  cause 
of  the  shortness  of  supply  was  the  mani- 
pulation of  the  cotton  markets  in  America. 
These  speculations  only  aggravated  but 
<lid  not  causa  the  short  supply,  which  was 
really  consequent  upon  a  series  of  deficient 
crops  in  America.  The  crop  last  year 
only  amounted  to  about  10,250,000  bales, 
whereas  it  required  11,500,000  bales  to 
keep  the  mills  of  the  world  running  full 
time.  Again,  there  had  been  the  great 
scourge  of  the  cotton  weevil,  which  had 
cut  off  the  supply  by  1,000,000  bales.  It 
was  an  unfortunate  thing  that  Lancashire 
depended  so  greatly  on  the  American 
supply.  There  was  a  considerable  supply 
from  Egypt  of  good  cotton,  and  now  that 
they  had  the  great  dam  at  Assouan,  that 
supply  would  be  increased  every  year. 
fie  might  state  that  he  had  visited  the 
southern   States   of   America  forty-four 


years  ago.  At  that  time  Lancashire  con- 
sumed one  half  of  all  the  cotton  raised  in 
America,  whereas  now  it  only  consumed 
one-fjurth.  Before  the  Civil  War  in 
America,  only  750,000  bales  were  manu- 
factured in  that  country  ;  now,  they 
manufactured  4,000,000.  Lancashire  in 
1860consumed  2,500,000  of  baled ;  now  the 
consumption  was  fully  3,000,000  bales, 
whereas  the  demand  for  cotton  on  the 
Continent  had  more  than  trebled  since 
1860.  The  position  was  a  difficult  one, 
and  it  was  desirable  that  in  the  future  we 
should  depend  less  on  America  and  more 
on  other  sources  of  supply.  During  the 
American  War  he  visited  India  in  order 
to  see  whether  that  country  was  capable 
of  taking  the  place  of  America.  At  that 
time  the  price  of  American  cotton  was 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  compared  with  7d.  a  lb. 
before  the  war.  The  price  of  Indian  cotton 
rose  from  4d.  or  5d.  to  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  a  lb. 
After  careful  inspection  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  India  could  not  take  the 
place  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  staple 
of  Indian  cotton  was  too  short ;  that  no 
amount  of  expense  incurred  in  cultivation 
would  much  increase  the  staple ;  that  the 
trial  of  American  seed  was  not  successful ; 
and  that  the  climate  would  prevent  the  pro- 
duction of  a  good  and  long-stapled  cotton 
from  India.  As  soon  as  the  American 
War  was  over  the  Indian  supply  fell  off ; 
and  the  spinners  in  Lancashire  had  since 
never  used  Indian  cotton  to  any  great 
extent.  Any  expectation,  therefore,  that 
India  would  take  the  place  of  America  as 
a  source  of  cotton  supply  was  certain  to 
be  disappointed.  If  we  were  to  get  a 
substitute  for  American  cotton  it  must  be 
from  Africa.  There  were  many  parts  of 
that  continent  where  a  good-stapled 
cotton  could  be  grown.  But  it  must  be 
done  by  the  natives  themselves.  Large 
plantations  would  not  answer.  He  believed 
that  a  trade  could  be  carried  on  very 
profitably  in  African  cotton  on  the  basis  of 
a  price  of  5d.  or  6d.  per  lb.  He  desired 
heartily  to  support  the  Motion  of  his  hon. 
friend. 

♦Mr.  peel  (Manchester,  S.)  said  he  had 
listened  with  very  great  interest  to  the 
observations  of  the  last  speaker,  because 
they  were  based  on  a  very  long  experience. 
He  should  like  to  make  one  or  two  re- 
marks on  the  interesting  speech  of  the 
senior  Member  for  Oldham,  who  was  very 
anxious  to  avoid  trenching  on  any  con- 
troversial   matter.       He  supposed  that 
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it  was  that  hon.  Gentleman's  misfortune, 
and  not  his  fault,  that  he  did  trench  on  the 
fiscal  question  and  on  the  question  of 
Chinese  labour.  He  could  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  he  would  endeavour  to 
avoid  both  those  difficult  and  knottj 
subjects.  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  that  we  must  not 
expect  either  from  Africa,  or  other 
portions  of  the  world  where  we  were 
trying  to  develop  cotton  growing,  any 
large  scale  of  production  for  years  to  come. 
Considering  the  amount  of  time  cotton 
had  been  grown  in  the  world,  and  the 
enormous  dependence  of  this  country 
upon  it,  and  the  number  of  people  who 
were  clothed  in  cott<m,  it  was  remarkable 
that  a  more  thorough  and  scientific  study 
of  the  matter  had  not  been  made.  It 
was  known  in  those  countries  in  which 
cotton  was  grown  what  kind  of  seeds 
should  be  sown,  and  at  what  degree  of 
tempeiatuie  the  plants  should  be  culti- 
vated, but  there  was  no  knowledge  of 
the  kind  of  plants  most  suitable  to 
different  soils,  and  which  would  produce 
the  best  kinds  of  cotton.  What  was 
more  remarkable  was  that  our  informa- 
tion on  those  plants  had  actually 
retrograded^  and  we  had  lost  some  of  the 
information  we  used  to  possess.  In  his 
interesting  Report,  Sir  George  Watt 
stated  that  he  found  that  in  the 
eighteenth  century  there  were  better 
results  from  cotton  growing  in  India  than 
now,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  informa- 
tion then  possessed  in  regard  to  cotton 
cultivation  had  been  entirely  lost.  The 
reason  why  he  had  placed  his  Amendment 
on  the  Paper  was  that  he  wished  to 
emphasise  the  fact  that  cotton  could  be 
grovm  in  other  parts  of  the  British  Em- 
pire besid<^s  Africa.  He  hoped  that  in 
the  future  a  great  deal  would  be  done  in 
various  parts  of  Africa,  but,  of  course, 
the  class  of  cotton  which  could  be  grown 
in  Egypt  was  not  the  finest  or  most 
valuable.  It  came  after  the  finest  and 
most  deUcate  cotton  manufactured  in 
this  country.  That  was  one  of  those 
articles  in  which  we  had  in  this  country 
a  natural  monopoly  from  the  advantages 
of  our  cUmate;  and  it  was  found  that 
those  finer  classes  of  goods  could  leap 
over  any  tariff  which  had  been  placed 
Mr.  Peel. 


against  them,  because  people  would  have 
those  classes.  Neither  France,  Germany, 
nor  America  had  the  atmospheric  condi- 
tions in  which  those  very  delicate  lands 
of  cotton  thread  could  be  spun.  If  that 
were  so,  we  must  make  what  use  we 
could  of  that  natural  monopoly. 

There  were  many  reasons  why  we 
should  look  to  the  West  Indies  as  a 
source  of  cotton  supply  of  the  finer 
kinds.  First  of  all,  the  population  of 
those  Islands  were  accustomed  and 
adapted  to  continuous  labour.  One  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  in  West  AMca  was 
that,  although  there  was  a  large  popula- 
tion who  were  accustomed  tocommerciaL 
and  to  some  extent  to  agricultural,  pur- 
suits, they  preferred  gaining  their  H ving  in 
an  easy  manner,  such  as  by  making  palm 
oil.  Furthermore,  there  would  not  be  ob- 
jection to  subsidising  cotton  growinginthe 
West  Indies.  We  hiBid  spent  a  good  deal 
of  money  in  that  direction  alr^idj.  Of 
course,  it  was  quite  possible  that,  in  spite 
of  the  Sugar  Convention,  sugar  growing 
would  become  a  dying  industry  in  the 
West  Indies,  for  with  more  scientific 
processes  applied  to  the  manufacture  of 
beet  sugar  that  would  compete  sucoess- 
fuUy  with  cane  sugar.  Therefore,  it  was 
important  in  the  interests,  not  only  of 
Ijancashire,  but  of  the  West  Indies  them- 
selves, that  we  should  find  some  substi- 
tute for  the  failing  sugar  industry.  Id 
dajTS  gone  by  a  considerable  amount  of 
cotton  used  to  be  obtained  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  within  the  last  few 
years  a  class  of  cotton  h<ul  been  grown 
in  those  Islands  which  fetched  from  lOd. 
to  Is.  2id.  per  pound.  It  was  quite  as 
good  a  cotton  as  was  produced  on  the 
sea  islands  off  the  coast  of  America.  He 
attached  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
second  part  of  his  Amendment,  which 
called  for  the  establishment  of  experi- 
mental farms  in  suitable  cotton- 
growing  districts.  That  was  the  root 
of  all  real  progress  in  the  matter  of 
the  development  of  cotton-growing 
in  various  parts  of  the  world. 
Something  of  the  kind  had  already  been 
established  in  India,  although  he  was 
sorry  to  say  that  the  progress  of  the 
development    of    cotton-growing    there 
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had  not  been  so  satisf aotory  as  could  have 
been  wished.  It  was  very  difficult  to 
transport  a  particular  variety  of  cotton 
from  one  country  to  another  and 
grow  it  there,  for  cotton  had  an  extra- 
ordinary tendency  to  revert  to  the 
type  already  existing  in  its  new 
environment.  It  was,  therefore,  of 
enormous  importance  to  examine  the 
different  classes  of  indigenous  cotton 
growing  in  the  various  countries  of  the 
world  and  to  submit  them  to  examination 
and  experiment.  The  observations  upon 
this  matter  in  the  Report  of  the  Qovem- 
ment*of  India  applied  not  only  to  India, 
but  to  Africa  and  other  parts  of  the 
Bmpire,  where  it  was  hoped  the  Oovem- 
ment  would  give  some  assistance  in  deal- 
ing with  the  problem.  The  matter  had 
gone  too  long  unattended  to.  We  ought 
not  to  stop  until  we  were  not  only  less 
dependent  on  America,  but  had  large 
supplies  of  the  best  class  of  cotton  grown 
in  the  range  of  the  British  Bmpire.  He 
moved  to  add  after  the  word  "  Africa  " 
in  the  Resolution  the  words,  "  And  in 
other  portions  of  the  British  Empire, 
and  to  establish  or  aid  in  the  establish- 
ment of  experimental  farms  in  suitable 
cotton-growing  districts." 

*Mb.  speaker  :  I  understand  there 
is  no  opposition  to  this  Amendment,  and 
in  that  case  it  would  be  better  to  put  it 
st  once  and  take  the  debate  on  the 
smended  Resolution. 

Amendment  made — 

'*In  line  8,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
'  Alrioa',  the  words  'and  in  other  portions  of 
the  BritiBh  Empire,  and  to  establish  or  aid  in 
the  establishment  of  experimental  farms  in 
flvitable   cotton   growing   districts.'" — {Mr. 

Mb.  HARWOOD  (Bolton)  wished  to 
emphasise  the  fact  that  Lancashire  did 
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not  ask  the  Oovemment  to  take  any 
exceptional  action.  The  Cotton  Growing 
Association  did  not  desire  their  Resolution 
to  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  RUTHERFORD:  They  sent 
telegrams  out  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  said  he  was  aware  of 
that,  but  the  Association  recognised  that 
the  Government  had  acted  extremely 
well,  and  that  business  would  not  be 
greatly  facilitated  by  academic  discourses 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  believed 
that  much  harm  might  be  done  by  the 
creation  of  a  false  impression  that 
Lancashire  and  the  cotton  trade  were 
pursuing  a  selfish  policy.  All  that  they 
wanted  was  that  the  Government  should 
regard  the  Empire  as  an  estate  to  be 
developed  in  the  interests  of  the  whole 
Bmpire.  Lancashire  did  not  desire  that 
its  cotton  trade  should  be  bolstered  up, 
but  they  held  that  the  Empire  could  not 
be  fully  developed  unless  they  grew 
cotton,  and  they  offered  a  large  custom 
for  cotton  grown.  One  useful  thinfr  the 
Oovemment  might  do,  and  that  was, 
watch  the  growth  of  the  seed.  It  was 
done  in  the  case  of  tea  in  Ceylon, 
and  the  quality  of  cotton  in  Egypt  had 
also  been  greatly  improved  by  that 
means.  He  had  not  a  great  opinion  oi 
the  advantage  of  bringing  anything 
before  the  House  of  Commons.  Once 
they  begim  chattering  about  a  subject,  it 
became  a  sort  of  football  match  between 
Liberak  and  Tories,  both  Parties  trying 
to  get  the  cheers  of  the  spectators.  That 
was  not  business.  The  Oovemment  were 
doing  very  well,  and  he  did  not  see  what 
good  was  to  be  secured  by  speeches  in 
the  House.  He  simply  rose  for  the 
purpose  of   saying  that  Lancashire  did 
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the  West  Indies  by  the  sugar  industrv^ 
and  the  continual  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  United  States  prodact. 
As  the  House  knows,  our  main  supply 
now  comes  from  America,  though  we 
obtain  a  considerable  quantity  from 
Egypt,  With  very  much  less  knowledge 
than  that  possessed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Flintshire  and  the  senior  Meniber  for 
Oldham,  I  should  be  disposed  from 
what  study  I  have  been  able  to  make 
of  the  question  and  from  the  advice 
I  have  received  to  suppose  that  the 
Indian  cotton,  from  the  shortness  of 
its  staple,  will  not  be  of  great  service 
to  Lancashire,  at  any  rate  in  the  im> 
mediate  future.  The  point  does  not  re- 
quire labouring,  but  it  seems  to  me  there 
is  a  genuine  peril  in  the  dependence  of 
such  an  industry  as  the  Lancashire  cotton 
industry  for  its  supply  of  raw  material 
on  practically  one  country,  and  that, 
though  a  great  and  friendly  coiui1^% 
j  still  a  foreign  country.  To  say  nothing 
;  of  the  climatic  disturbances  which  may 


not  want  anything  done  for  them  that 
would  not  be  done  for  other  interests  and 
in  the  general  interests  of  the  Empire. 

*Thb  secretary  op  STATE  por  thb 
COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttelton,  Warwick 
and  Leamington) :  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  that 
our  business  is  cautiously  and  prudently 
to  develop  the  great  estate  of  which  we 
are  the  stewards,  but  I  do  not  agree  with 
him  in  thinking  that  this  discussion  has 
been  altogether  out  of  place.  On  the 
contrary,  I  think  that  the  House  and  the 
country  are  indebted  to  my  hon.  friend 
for  having  brought  this  question  forward 
in  order  that  we  may,  at  any  rate,  be- 
come more  fully  acquainted  with  what 
the  Government,  through  its  various 
Departments — the  Foreign  Office,  the 
Colonial  Office,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
the  India  Office — has  done  in  connection 
with  it.  I  do  not  think  that  anyone 
will  dispute  that  Lancashire  has  a  vast 
stake  in  this  matter,  and  that  to  dislo- 
cate or  impair  the  cotton  industry  of  |  affect  one  portion  of  the  workl,  and  of 
Lancashire  wouUl  be  to  inflict  a  disaster  |  the  speculative  operations  of  citizens  of 
on  the  nation.    Formerly,  it  is  true,  the    the  United  States,  there  is  a  continual 


whole  supply  of  cotton  to  this  country 
came  from  India,  and  at  a  later  stage 
— India  having  being  displaced,  nearly 


progress  of  manufacture  in  the  United 
States,  especially  in  the  Southern  States^ 
and  it  is  quite  probable,  as  I  am  advised^ 


the  whole  supply  came  from  the  West  I  that  at  no  distant  time  they  will  require 
Indies.    I  think  that  at  the  beginning  I  the  whole  of  their  raw  material  for  them- 


of  the  last  century  20,000,0001bs.,  and 
during  the  American  War  26,000,0001bs., 
were  exported  to  this  country  from  the 


selves.  That  state  of  things  is  not  only 
somewhat  alarming,  but  really  surprising, 
for  within  the  British  Empire  itself  a 


West  Indies.    In  the  last  ten  years  the  <  vast  field  is  open  suitable  as  we  believe 


average  supply  of  West  Indian  cotton 
has  been  practically  nothing  to  speak  of, 
only  400,0001bs.,  and  India  has  also 
fallen  out  of  the  race.  America  has,  of 
course,  come  to  the  fore.  That  has  been 
due  partly  owing  to  the  deterioration  of 
Indian  cotton,  and  partly  also  to  the 
displacement  of  the  cotton  industry  of 
Mr.  Harwood. 


for  cotton  growing.  The  British  Empire 
presents  climates,  soils,  and  populati<Mis 
well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  this 
great  staple  commodity,  but  even  these 
advantages  have  been  of  no  avail  against 
the  organised  and  scientific  pressure  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  such  organisa- 
tion and  direction  that    I  venture   to 
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think    is    the    real    recessity    {or    this   experimental  stage,  and  the  best  class  of 
countr}'.  cotton   is  being  developed  there.     The 

I  results  were  being  carefully  watched.  In 
It  has  been  a  characteristic  of  Rhodesia  we  are  experimenting  with  every 
this  country,  I  think  until  quite  lately,  prospect  of  success  and  cotton  growing  on 
that,  while  we  have  thought  it  right  and  '  an  extensive  scale  is  looked  forward  to.  In 
proper  that  we  should  spend  vast  sums  British  Central  Africa  4,000  acres  are 
on  acquiring  and  maintaining  great  i  under  cotton  cultivation.  The  output  is  of 
territories,  we  have  grudged  a  few  ,  the  estimated  value  of  £25,000  and  cotton 
hundred  pounds  for  ascertaining  the  will  probably  be  the  staple  product  of 
sources  of  wealth  which  those  territories  that  country, 
contain.      I  venture  to  think  that  that ; 

great  error  is  happily  passing  away.  !  He  had  already  under  his  considera- 
Much  has  been  done  in  a  tentative  and  ^^^^  *^®  question  which  had  been 
cautious  way,  and,  having  regard  to  the  !  brought  to  his  notice  by  the  Mem- 
financial  position  at  the  present  time,  ^^  ^^^  Oldham  as  to  how  far  it  was 
much  is  being  done  to  remedy  it.  I  expedient  to  decrease  the  population  of 
The  Blue-book  which  has  been  quoted.  Central  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  mining 
compiled  by  Professor  Dunstan,  is  ^^  *^e  Transvaal,  having  regard  to 
an  indication  of  the  more  enlightened  !  *^«  PW>g'«8s  made  in  the  cotton  industry, 
ideas  that  are  prevailing  on  these ;  He  was  not  fully  informed  upon  the 
matters.  Professor  Dunstan  with  his  j  matter,  but  he  would  obtain  the  best 
small  but  enlightened  and  ably  led  staff  information  possible  on  the  subject 
have  been  taken  over  recently  by  the  l>«5ause  he  quite  admitted  that  it  was 
Board  of  Trade,  and  we  have  to  thank  »»  important  feature.  He  would  not 
them  and  the  Department  for  a  very  !  further  discuss  these  sources  of  supply  in 
interesting  survey  of  the  cotton-growing  India,  Egypt,  Rhodesia,  Central  and  Bast 
area  of  the  Empire.  It  is  very  desirable  Africa,  but  would  emphasise  the  fact  that 
and  very  important  that  we  should  **  present  the  greatest  activity  had  been 
consider  what  has  been  done  with  regard  i  displayed  in  West  Africa.  They  had 
to  this  important  question  in  various  ^^^  greatest  expectations  of  immediate 
parts  of  the  Empire.  Passing  by  India,  development  from  the  three  colonies  o^ 
in  Egypt  we  have  already  produced  a  Lagos,  Southern  Nigeria,  and  Sierra 
considerable  quantity  of  cotton,  such  as  |  Leone.  In  1901  information  was  sought 
is  used  in  Lancashire,  and  under  the  \  from  the  Governors  of  those  Colonies  by 
energetic  direction  of  I^rd  Cromer,  a  Ws  predecessor.  In  1902  the  Cotton 
great  deal  has  been  done  between  Cairo  Growing  Association,  which  was  an 
and  Assuan.  From  that  extension  of  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^  representative  body  in 
cotton-growing  we  have  reason  to  anti-  I  Lancashire,  was  formed  to  promote  the 
cipate  considerable  advantages.  In  the  '  growth  of  cotton  in  the  colonies  of  the 
Soudan  experiments  have  been  made  in  Empire.  The  work  was  warmjjr  taken 
the  Berber  districts,  and  Lord  Cromer  '  up  by  the  Colonial  Oflftce,  by  the  West 
is  sanguine  that  considerable  results  African  Governors,  and  by  the  High 
will  be  obtained  there  abo.  In  Commissioners,  and  they  worked  together 
the   West   Indies  we    have   passed  the    for  nearly  two  years  experimenting  in  a 
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tentative  and  cantious  way  in 
Colonies.  The  Colonies  paid  in  the  first 
instance  the  salaries  of  the  experts  who 
were  chosen  to  superintend  the  experi- 
mental work,  the  association  pa3ring  the 
remainder  of  the  cost.  The  Eider, 
Dempster  Company  provided  free  sea 
transit,  and  free  railway  transit  was  also 
provided.  The  result  had  been  that 
after  eighteen  months  of  careful  ex- 
periment it  had  been  proved  that  large 
quantities  of  good  serviceable  cotton  could 
be  produced  at  remunerative  prices  in 
Lag06,SierraLeone,and  Southern  Nigeria. 
In  1904,  and  since  he  came  into  office,  it 
had  been  arranged  that  the  Government 
should  pay  the  cost  of  experiments,  the 
association  contributing  25  per  cent. 
of  the  expenditure  providing  that 
expenditure  did  not  exceed  £500.  Since 
then  they  had  arrived  at  the  opinion 
that  the  matter  might  now  leave  the 
experimental  and  enter  the  commercial 
stage.  It  would  have  been  unwise  to 
pass  too  rapidly  into  this  stage ;  the  field 
of  experiment  had  to  be  carefully  ex 
amined  in  the  first  instance. 
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those  Lagos,  £2,000,  and  Sierra  r..eone  £l,50a 
This  was  an  earnest  of  the  hearty  desln 
of  the  Cotton  Growing  Associatiou  to  help 
themselves  and  to  help  Lancashire,  and  in 
that  desire  the  (rovemment  would  co- 
operate. But  they  would  not  stop  there. 
Land  would  be  conveyed  to  the  associa- 
tion on  easy  terms,  railway  facilities 
would  be  offered,  at  first  free  altogether, 
and  for  a  time  Elder,  Dempster,  and  Co. 
had  offered  free  transit  for  the  cotton. 
The  Cotton  Growing  Association  for  the 
first  five  years  would  take  no  profit  oat  of 
the  industry. 


He  wished  he  could  definiteij 
say  more  than  he  had  said.  There 
was  no  doubt,  a  very  natural  desire  on  the 
part  of  those  interested  to  have  railw»? 
facilities  increased,  and  especially  tiieie 
was  a  desire  to  extend  the  Lagos  JlsihrsT 
to  the  district  pronounced  to  be  suitaUe 
for  the  growth  of  cotton.  The  extension 
would  be  only  seventy  miles  in  lengthy 
and  apart  from  the  cotton  indnstrj  it 
would  probably  prove  remunerative. 
In  the   ^^^^^^y  ^^  *^*  interest  of  cotton  grow- 


course  of  long  consultation  and  negotia- 
tion with  the  Cotton  Growing  Association 
in  which  he  desired  to  cordially  recognise 
the  great  services  of  his  noble  friend  the 
Under-Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  who  had 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  the  matter  and 
had  been  of  great  assistance,  they  were 
convinced  that  they  might  now  pass  into 
the  commercial  stage.  Only  to-day  it 
had  been  arranged  between  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  Cotton  Growing  Association 
that  for  three  years  the  association  should 
contribute  £50,000  a  year,  £10,000  to  be 
spent  in  theColoniesof  Lagos,SierraLeone, 
and  Southern  Nigeria,  and  that  these 
three  Colonies  should  contribute  £6,600 
for  three  years.  Southern  Nigeria  £3,000, 
Mr.  lAftteUon. 


ing  and  of  the  colony  there  was  a  siTong 
desire  that  the  line  should  be  so  extended. 
But  even  for  seventy  miles  of  line,  tiie 
expenditure  would  be  considerable. 
Many  Members  opposite  had  been  not 
unjustly  exhorting  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  economy,  and  tiicse 
familiar  with  financial  matters  would  be 
aware  of  the  inconvenience  attending  the 
floating  of  a  loan  at  the  present  moment. 
Notwithstanding  these  truths,  which  tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  not 
failed  to  impress  on  his  colleagues,  tiie 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  looked  with 
a  favourable  eye  on  the  extension  of  the 
railway  provided  it  could  be  shown 
likely  to  be  profitable  in  itself,  and  th^t 
the  contribution  required  would  not  be 
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heavy.  He  did  not  wish  to  go  any 
further  than  that,  or  to  give  any  positive 
pledge  to  the  House  on  the  subject ;  but 
he  thought  that  they  might  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months  give  the  House  some 
earnest  of  their  desire  as  well  as  of  their 
ability  to  give  practical  shape  to  a 
proposal  for  the  extension  of  the  railway. 
With  regard  to  the  light  railway  to 
Kano,  he  recognised  the  import'tnce  of 
that  in  Northern  Nigeria,  but  he  thought 
the  principle  on  which  it  was  sounder  to 
proceed  in  the  matter  of  railways  in 
these  Colonies  was  this.  There  was 
a  certain  amount  of  waterway  and  a 
certain  amount  of  railway  already  exist- 
ing. There  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  cotton  area  well  worth  exploiting  near 
the  railway  and  near  the  waterway;  and 
it  seemed  obvious  that  those  areas  should 
be  put  under  cultivation  first,  before 
other  areas  were  sought  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance, to  the  cultivation  of  which  the 
condition  precedent  would  be  the  making 
of  extensive  railways.  Even  if  they 
made  a  light  railway  in  those  climates  of 
anything  but  the  best  material,  money 
would  have  to  be  spent  on  maintenance 
and  renewal  which  might  as  well  have  been 
spent  at  first.  But  he  did  not  rule  out 
light  railways  altogether.  It  might  be 
necessary  to  put  down  this  railway  to 
Kano  quickly,  but  at  the  present  time  he 
was  not  able  to  see  any  great  urgency  for 
it.  The  (Government  had,  at  any  rate, 
met  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  so  far  that 
a  survey  was  now  proceeding  with  a  view 
to  finding  out  the  best  route  and  the 
probable  cost.  Without  repeating  what 
he  had  ventured  to  put  before  the 
House,  he  thought  hon.  Members  would 
see  that  the  Grovemment  of  the  country 
^Mras  endeavouring  to  bear  in  mind  the 
necessity  for  cotton  cultivation  over  a 


very  wide  field,  and  were  prudently  and 
cautiously  advancing  in  the  direction  of 
procuring  it.  The  advance  made  already, 
as  had  been  proved  by  the  Report  before 
the  House,  h&d  been  such  as  to  give  very 
great  hope  for  the  future. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOLLAND  (York 
shire,  W.B.,  Rotherham)  asked  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  coukl  say  whether 
the  Ugan^  Railway  could  be  utilised  ? 

*Mr.  LYTTBLTON  said  he  had  no 
report  with  regard  to  cotton  growing  in 
Uganda. 

*Mr.  HERBERT  WHITELBY  (Ash- 
ton-under-Ljrne)  said  as  a  member  of  the 
Executive  of  the  Cotton  Growing 
Association,  and  as  one  engaged  in  the 
cotton  industry,  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words.  He  agreed  entirely  as  to  the 
desirability  of  regarding  this  matter  as 
non-political,  and  he  also  agreed  that 
this  was  not  entirely  a  Lancashire  ques- 
tion. Indeed  Lancashire  questions  were 
not  alwa3rs  popular  in  that  Assembly. 
The  question  concerned  one  quarter  of 
the  whole  population  of  this  Kingdom^ 
10,000,000  persons  being  engaged  directly 
or  indirectly  in  the  cotton  industry,  and 
a  fourth  of  the  manufactured  goods  sent 
out  of  the  country  being  of  cotton 
manufacture.  Lancashire  was  doing  all 
it  could  to  help  itself,  and  it  woukl  not 
go  to  others  for  help  until  it  had  done 
all  it  could  for  itself.  Lancashire  had 
already  contributed  £250,000  sterling,  and 
it  was  hoped  to  make  it  £600,000,  for  the 
purposes  mentioned,  and  the  workpeople 
were  just  as  enthusiastic  as  the  em- 
ployers and  contributed  huge  sums 
through  their  organisations,  and  in- 
dividually, according  to  their  means. 
He  had  no  right  to  speak  for  the  Cotton 
Growing  Association,  although  he  was 
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one  of  the  Executive,  but  he  was  sure 
that  the  association  would  thank 
the  Colonial  Secretary  for  the 
sympathetic  tone  of  his  speech. 
He  would  only  add  that  those  engaged 
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to  grow  cotton  on  their  own  fanns. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would 
take  that  'into  favourable  consideration. 
They  were  greatly  alarmed  by  a  report 
which  appeared  in  the  papers  last  autumn 


in  the  cotton  trade  werejdoing  their  best,    about  the  dumping  of  tin  from  the  Malay 
and  they  asked   the  country  for  its  co- 
operation. 


fliR  BRAMPTON  QURDON- (Norfolk, 
t^.)  said  he  believed  he  was  the  only 
.speaker  who  had  ventured  to  address 
the  House  as  representing  not  the 
cotton  manufacturers  but  the  cotton 
growers.  He  wished  to  thank  the 
British  Cotton  Growing  Association  for 
the  help  they  had  given  in  connection 
with  the  cotton  growing  in  British 
Central  Africa.  Last  year  a  few  bales 
were  sent  to  this  country  as  a  sample, 
and  this  year — it  was  only  a  very  small 
beginning — sixteen  tons  were  sent,  the 
;bulk  of  which  fetched  8Jd.  per  lb. 
Some  of  the  best  fetched  9d.  per 
lb.  and  some    rather   less.     That   was. 


States.  An  hon.  Member  pointed  out  that 
the  Malay  States  was  not  a  colony,  aod 
that  the  policy  adopted  had  no  reference 
to  colonial  preference. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  do  not  think  tbat 
these  observations  are  relevant  to  the 
growing  of  cotton. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  said  what 
he  wished  to  convey  was  that  nosnch 
policy  should  be  adopted  in  connection 
with  the  industry  they  were  opening  up 
in  British  Central  Africa. 

Mr.  white  RIDLEY (Stalybridge)8aid 
that  if  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  friend  had 
no  other  result  than  to  elicit  the  deai 
statement  the  House  had  heard  from  the 
Colonial  Secretary  with  reference  to  the 


he  thought,  proof  that  British  Central  action  of  the  Government  it  would  not 
Africa  could  grow  cotton  of  good  quality.  I  have  been  brought  forward  in  vain. 
He  hoped  that  such  a  small  beginning  There  was  one  point,  however,  to  which 
would  develop  into  a  large  increase  in  '  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  allude, 
growing,  and  that  in  the  future  they  j  After  a  careful  study  of  the  variouB 
x^'ould  be  able  to  help  the  British  Cotton  Blue-books  nothing  struck  him  more 
Growing  Association.  They  did  not  than  the  great  need  of  the  further  ex- 
really  want  encouragement  from  the  perimental  cultivation  of  cotton.  That 
Government.  They  wanted  rather  to  be  '  w<\s  agreed  on  by  all  the  experts.  As 
left  alone.  They  were,  however,  very  |  regarded  cotton  in  India  the  whole  ques- 
much  in  want  of  a  railway  in  British  tion  seemed  to  turn  on  the  development  of 
Central  Africa  because  the  waterways  |  knowledge  in  the  growing  of  the  plant 
were  indifferent  and  lately  had  been  j  As  regarded  the  experimental  part  of  the 
almost  impracticable.  They  felt  it  was  |  work,  it  would  appear  from  the  speech  of 
rather  hard  when  British  Central  Africa  I  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  Qovam- 
was  endeavouring  to  get  a  railway  for  >  ment  were  not  considering  itwith  the  same 
herself  that  it  should  be  retarded  by  ,  attention  as  they  were  other  aspects  of 
labour  being  taken  away  to  work  in  the  question.  The  whole  of  England 
the  mines.  The  men  were  wanted  :  was  looking  with  great  concern  on  the 
not  only  for  the  railway  but  also  I  situation  in  Lancashire,  and  he  was 
Mr.  Herbert  WhUeley. 
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perfectly  certain  that  the  hoD.  Member  for 
Bolton  need  not  be  afraid  that  those  who 
asked  the  (Jovemment  to  consider  the 
matter  would  incur  a  charge  of  selfish- 
ness. The  country  at  large  knew  the 
state  of  Lancashire  and  sympathised 
with  it.  It  was  universally  agreed 
that  the  only  way  by  which  the  short- 
age of  cotton  could  ^be  remedied  was 
to  develop  cotton  growing  within  the 


position  for  this  country  to  be  in.  It 
was  not  difficult  to  imagine  circumstances 
under  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
obtain  any  cotton  at  all  from  the  United 
States,  and  if  that  should  ever  happen 
the  distress  that  would  ensue  in  Lanca- 
shire was  terrible  to  contemplate.  All 
concerned  would  hail  with  gratitude  the 
attitude  the  Government  had  adopted. 
Those  who  were  specially  interested  in 


Empire,  and  that  the  operations  of  pri- 1  the  cotton  industry  had  done  all  they 


vate  individuals  required  the  assistance 
of  the  State.  One  of  the  real  reasons  of 
the  shortage  was  not  that  less  was  grown 
in  the  United  States,  but  that  the  policy 
•of  the  United  States  had  enabled  the 
manufacturers  of  that  country  to  develop 
their  industry  to  such  an  extent  that 
^hey  required  for  themselves  the  raw 
•cotton  which  we  used  to  obtain.  It 
was  a  matter  for  serious  consideration 
that  their  policy  had  had  that  effect, 
vhereas  the  result  of  our  own  fiscal  policy 
Jiad  been  to  keep  our  trade  stationary. 
In  reference  to  our  old  Colonial  policy,  it 
would  have  been  a  good  thing  if  in  the 
past  we  had  been  able  to  work  out  a 
policy  which  would  have  developed 
•cotton  growing  in  the  Empire.  Many  of 
the  practical  considerations  which  lay  at 
the  very  root  of  the  ideal  of  a  United 
British  Empire  were  to  be  found  in  this 
question  which  all  Parties  were  at  one  in 
pressing  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 
It  was  necessary  both  that  the  sources  of 
supply  should  be  increased,  and  that  the 
sources  of  supply  within  the  Empire 
should  be  developed. 

Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest- 
^ich)  said  it  was  beyond  all 
<loubt  necessary  to  obtain  cotton 
irom  a  larger  number  of  places. 
To  be  relying  en  the  United  States  for 
70  per  cent,  of  our  cotton  was  not  a  safe 


could  to  help  themselves,  and  he  was 
glad  that  their  efforts  had  been  recog- 
nised. 

Mb.  CHARLES  MoARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange)  said  that  in  Liverpool 
they  would  do  everything  they  could  to 
help  forward  the  movement  for  the 
development  of  cotton-growing  within 
the  Empire.  The  remarks  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  be  received 
with  satisfoction  by  all  concerned  in  the 
cotton  industry.  What  was  most  desired 
at  present  was  an  increase  in  the  supply 
of  raw  cotton,  and  the  extension  of  the 
area  from  which  that  supply  was  drawn. 
The  commercial  aspect  of  the  question 
was  most  important,  but  its  Imperial 
aspect  was  almost  equally  important, 
because  the  development  of  our  colonial 
estates  must  tend  in  the  best  way  to 
draw  the  parts  of  the  Empire  to* 
gether.  One  of  the  great  merits  of  this 
movement  was  that  all  Parties,  whether 
free  -  trade  or  protectionist,  could 
unite  in  its  furtherance,  and  certainly, 
so  far  as  the  shipping  interest 
of  Liverpool  was  concerned,  it  wouki 
give  all  the  assistance  within  its  power. 

Mr.  HELME  (I«ancashire,  Lancaster) 
said  that  upon  a  sufficient  supply  of  raw 
cotton  depended  the  prosperity  of  Lan- 
cashire and,  to  a  large  extent,  the  trade 
of   the    country  generally.     It  was   the 
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shortage  of  the  supply  that  had  caused  connectioQ 
the  present  dislocation  and  wrought  such 
havoc  in  the  happiness  and  comfort 
of  thousands  of  residents  in  Lancashire. 
Ihe  success  of  the  gambling  spirit  in 
America  had  led  to  bolder  anticipations 
of  the  crop  of  the  present  season,  with 
the  result  that  the  control  of  the  crop 
had  been  secured,  much  higher  prices 
forced  upon  the  industry,  and  the 
demand  in  the  trade  had  suffered  to  a 
lamentable  extent.  The  success  of  the 
trade  in  future,  and  its  freedom  from  such 
harassing  conditions  depended  upon  the 
margin  of  supply  between  the  amount 
used  in  one  year  and  that  of  the  next, 
but  at  present  the  country  did  not 
possess  any  such  margin  and  had  no 
prospect  of  securing  it  from  the  existing 
area  of  supply.  It  was,  therefore*  highly 
desirable  that  the  area  of  supply  should 
be  enlarged,  and  for  that  reason  he 
urged  upon  the  Oovemment  the  import- 
ance of  the  proposal  embodied  in  the 
Resolution. 
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with  which  the  strongeit 
sympathies  and  efforts  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  enlisted.  The  supply  of 
cotton  was  too  small,  and  it  would  taod 
to  become  snudler  in  comparison  wiUi  the 
enormous  amount  of  plant  in  the  eotton 
trade,  with  the  result  that  in  the  dmt 
future  the  position  of  the  {Nresent  jeir 
would  be  terribly  aggravated.  He  hoped 
the  result  of  the  debate  would  be  to 
strengthen  public  opinion,  and  so  enable 
the  Oovemment  to  do  &r  more  than  the 
Cdonial  Secretary  at  present  hoped  for. 


Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow)  said 
he  had  received  a  statement  from  Burma 
that  they  could  grow  stacks  of  cotton 
there  if  only  the  mother  country  gave 
them  the  chance.  He  was  unable  to  give 
any  further  opinions  of  the  colonists, 
because  they  were  not  sufficiently  polite 
to  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  to 
permit  of  quotation. 

Colonel  PILKINOTON  (Lancashire, 
Newton)  looked  upon  the  matter  as  one 
of  far  wider  concern  than  merely  affecting 
the  manufacturers  and  operatives  in  the 
cotton  trade.  The  whole  of  the  North- 
west of  England  was  concerned,  because 
if  the  cotton  trade  was  brought  practically 
to  a  standstill  all  the  trades  in  that 
district  languished.  In  fact,  the  question 
was    one    of    Imperial    importance,    in 

Mr.  Helme. 


Sib  WILLLA.M  TOMLINSON  (Pn» 
ton)  urged  the  (Government  not  to  loee 
sight  of  the  desirability  of  giving  a  little 
encouragement  to  those  places  where  the 
cultivation  of  cotton  was  being  spontane- 
ously taken  up.  He  had  in  his  hand  a  letter 
from  South  Africa,  in  which  the  writer 
said  he  was  devoting  a  portion  of  his 
farm  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  tod 
that  if  the  experiment  proved  sucoeasfnt 
there  was  a  very  large  tract  of  Uod  in 
the  neighbouriiood  that  might  be  brought 
into  cultivation. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  it  is  incumbent  upon  His 
Majesty's  Qovemment  to  use  every  en- 
deavour to  encourage  the  growth  of  cotton 
in  those  districts  in  Africa  and  in  other 
portions  of  the  British  Empire,  and  to 
establish  or  aid  in  the  establishment  of 
experimental  farms  in  suitable  cotton- 
growing  districts  which  are  under  British 
Oovemment  or  British  influence,  and  to 
co-operate  as  far  as  possible  with  fuck 
commercial  associations  as  may  be 
organised  to  secure  this  end. 

Adjourned  at  fire  miniitae  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

Thursday,  2^th  April,  1904. 


COMMISSION. 
The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent: 

1.  Army  (Annual). 

2.  Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts  Amend- 
ment. 

3.  London,     Chatham,    and    Dover 
Railway. 

J      4.  Yomig  and  Bell's  Patents. 

J      5.  Appleby  Corporation  Oas. 

^      6.  Southend  Water. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


^       The   Lord    Chancellor    acquainted 

f*"  the  House,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
1  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
***  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
'S  ing  Bill  have  been  complied  with: — 
^  Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order. 

^  The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
'^  Table. 

Richard  Jaeger's  Patent  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Presented  (pursuant  to  leave  given  on 
Tuesday  last),  and  read  1*. 

I       Holywood  Tramways    Bill  [h.l.].     A 
witness    ordered  to  attend    the    Select 
^    Committee. 

^  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  [h.l.]. 
L-  Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
44    Committee,  and  to  produce  documents. 

^  Oakengates,  Dawley,  and  District 
^  Joint  Water  Board  Bill  [h.l.].  The  order 
m  made  on  Friday  last  appointing  certain 
^  Lords  the  Select  Committee  to  consider 
the  Bill,  discharged. 

Ilford  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
[h.l.].  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Selection,  That  the  Lord  Kinnaird  be 
proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  BiU  in 
the  place  of  the  Duke  of  Manchester; 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Portmadoc,    Beddgelert,    and    South 
Snowdon  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].   Reported 
VOL.  CXXXIIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amend- 
ments. ^ 

Maidenhead  Bridge  Bill  [h.l.].  Re- 
ported from  the  Select  Committee,  with 
Amendments. 

Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Bill 
[h.l.].    Reported,  with  Amendments. 

Wellington  (Somerset)  Gas  Bill.  Re- 
ported,   with  Amendments. 

Norwich  Water  Bill.  Reported,  with- 
out Amendment. 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill.  Read  2*^,  and  committed. 
The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

Felixstowe  Gas  Bill;  Birkdale  Im- 
provement Bill;  Acton  Improvement 
Bill.    Read  2%  and  committed. 

Soothill  Nether  Urban  District  Tram- 
ways Bill.  Read  2%  and  committed. 
The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

Southend-on-Sea  Gas  Bill;  Bishop's 
Stortford  and  District  Gas  Bill ;  Brixham 
Gas  Bill.    Read  2%  and  conmiitted. 

St.  Marylebone  Electric  Lighting  Bill. 
Read  2*,  and  committed.  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection. 


Coiner  Hatch  Gas  BilL 
committed. 


Read  2'',  and 


London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Bill;  Midland  Railway  Bill.  Read  2% 
and  committed.  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Read  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile 
Agency  Company  Bill  [h.l.].  Returned 
from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Traffoid  Park  Dock  and  Railway  Bill 
[h.l.];  Manchester  Corporation  Tram- 
ways Bill  [h.l.];  Manchester  Corpora- 
tion (General  Powers)  Bill  [h.l.];  Stret- 
ford  Urban  District  Council  Bill  [h.l.]. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Earl  of  Tarborough  be  proposed 

8  C 
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to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place 
of  the  Lord  Bateman;  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

West  Riding  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Bill 
fH.L.];  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  Bill  [h.l.]; 
Great  Yarmouth  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]; 
North  Wales  Electric  Power  Bill  [h.l.]; 
King's  College  Hospital  Bill  [h.l.].  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Ijord  Napier  be  proposed  to 
the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place 
of  the  Duke  of  Manchester;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 


PETITIONS. 


WEIGHTS     A.ND    MEASURES  (METRIC 
SYSTEM)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Petition  in  favour  of ;  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Liverpool ;  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND 
FISHERIES. 

List  of  agricultural  correspondents  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
with  a  copy  of  their  instructiors  as  to 
procedure  and  a  prefatory  memorandum. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Return  showing — 

Proposed  new  school  board  districts, 
existing  school  board  districts  com^^rised 
therein,  with  population,  number  of 
public  and  voluntary  schools  on  the 
annual  grant  list,  and  the  average  attend- 
ance of  scholars  in  these  schools ;  and 


Area,  population,    and    valuation 
proposed  new  school  board  districts. 


of 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  3146.  France  (Calais). 

No.    3147.    Prance  (Pondicherry  and 
Karikal). 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  (HOISTS 
AND  TEAGLES). 

Report  by  W.  S.  Smith,  Esq.,  one 
of  His  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Factories, 
on  the  construction,  arrangement,  and 
fencing  of  hoists  and  teagles.  Presented 
(by  Command),  and  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
Table. 


COUNTY    COURTS    ACT,   1888    (WAKE- 
jFIELD^REGISTRY). 

Order  made  by  the  Lord  Chaocelkr 
that  Frederick  Mason,  the  Registrar  of 
the  County  Court  of  Yorkshire  (Wert 
Riding),  held  at  Wakefield,  shall,  so  long 
as  he  holds  his  office  as  such  registrar,  li« 
excluded  from  private  practice  as  a 
solicitor ; 

Order  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
(with  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty^s  Treasoiyi 
that  Section  20  of  the  Supreme  Court  d 
Judicature  (Officers)  Act,  1879,  shall  not 
apply  to  the  office  of  Frederick  Mason  as 
such  Registrar  of  the  County  Court  of 
Yorkshire  (West  Riding),  held  at  Wab^ 
field. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  (ACCOUNTS^ 

Accounts  showing  the  sums  received 
and  expended  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  and  Police  Pensioo 
Funds,  between  the  1st  April,  1903,  and 
the  31st  March,  1904. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

THAMES  CONSERVANCY. 

General  Report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames 
during  the  year  ended  3l8t  DecembG. 
1903  ;  with  a  statement  of  the  account^ 
of  the  Conservators  for  that  year 
Delivered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL. 

SUPPLY  OF  ELECTRICITY  BILL  (h.l; 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  rela^g  to 
Electric  Lighting,  was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Wolvertou ;  read  1»  and  to  be 
printed.     (No.  54.) 
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OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY  SOCIE- 
TIES)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment, 
And  re-committed  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords,  I 
wish  to  give  notice  that  on  the  Third 
Eeading  of  this  Bill  I  shall  move  the 
following  Resolution,  viz.:  *'That  this 
House  is  of  opinion  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  principle  of  Poor 
Law  relief  as  now  administered,  save  on 
the  direct  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  after  a  full  independent  public 
inquiry  into  the  working  of  the  present 
law.  This  House  meantime  thinks  it 
undesirable  to  proceed  further  with  this 
Bill." 


?5UNDAY  CLOSING  (SHOPS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

♦Lord  AVEBURY:  My  Ix)rds,  the 
associations  of  shopkeepers  and  shop 
assistants  with  whom  I  have  been  now 
for  many  years  in  close  touch  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Early  Closing  Bill,  have  im- 
pressed on  me  very  forcibly  the  gradual 
extension  of  the  opening  of  shops  on 
Sunday,  and  their  strong  desire  that  this 
should  be  checked,  and  it  is  at  their 
urgent  request  that  I  ask  your  Lordships 
to  sanction  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
present  Bill.  The  evil  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing. In  Ix)ndon  I  am  informed  that  no 
less  than  24,000  shops  and  stalls  open  on 
Sundays.  In  Manchester  the  number  is 
over  5,000.  So  great  and  growing  is  the 
evil  that  the  Lord  Mayor  in  January 
called  a  meeting,  which  was  largely 
attended,  to  consider  the  question.  The 
liOrd  Mayor  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
that  some  remedy  was  required.  The 
first  resolution  was  moved  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Manchester,  Salford,  and 
District  Grocers'  Association,  and 
seconded  by  the  president  of  the  Meat 
Retailers'  Association,  and  it  declared 
that  it  was — 

"  Deurable  that  l^giglative  powers  should  be 
obtained  to  effectoally  suppress  all  unneoessary 
Sunday  trading.*' 


This  was  passed  with  a  few  dissentients 
— ^principally  tobacconists — whom,  I  may 
say,  we  do  not  propose  to  affect  by  the 
Bill.     At  the  meeting  of  the  Lord's  Day 

I  Observance  Society  just  held,  evidence 

I  was  given  to  the  same  effect,  but  I  will 
not  occupy  time  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject as  the  fact  is  notorious.  While 
mentioning  the  Society  I  may  just 
observe  that  though  our  objects  are  the 
same,  and  we  hope  for  their  support,  I 

I  am    approaching    the    subject    from  a 

'  different  side. 

The  Committee  of  your  Lordships' 
House  in  1901  on  Early  Closing  did  not 

!  consider  it  part  of  their  duty  to  go  into 
the  question  of  Sunday  closing,  but  many 
of  the  witnesses  took  the  opportunity  of 

I  expressing  the  strong  views  of  the  associ- 
ations they  represented  that  Sunday 
trading  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and 
ought  to  be  diminished.  As  Mr.  Maclaren, 
secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Fruiterers'  and 

'  Fishmongers'  Association,  said  in  reply  to 

,  Lord  Romney,  *'  Sunday  trading  is  the  re- 
sult of  Saturday  night  drinking  and  the 

j  cause  of  Sunday  drinking."  The  move- 
ment against  Sunday  trading  is  shared 
by  many,  if  not  all,  trades — ^by  grocers, 
drapers,   butchers,   fishmongers,   fruiter- 

I  ers,  and  especially  hairdressers..  The 
hairdressers  are  represented  by  the  Hair- 

'  dressers'  Association ;  drapers  by  the 
Drapers  Chamber  of  Trade ;  butchers  by 
the  London  Butchers'  Association,  the 
Liverpool  Butchers'  Association,  the 
Manchester  Butchers'  Association,  and  the 
Yorkshire  Butchers'  Association,  and 
fruiterers  and  florists  by  their  Federal 
Association.  The  Scotch  Tr>)desmen's 
Associations  also  are  most  anxious  to 
abolish  Sunday  trading. 

I  will  not,  however,  weary  your  Lord- 
ships by  mentioning  all  the  associations  of 
tradesmen  by  which  we  are  supported, 
but  will  mention  a  few  in  one  class.  Take 
the  grocers.     They  are  represented  as  a 

'  whole  by  the  great  Grocers' Federation,but 
I  have  had  communications  also  from  the 
Northern  Council  of  Grocers'  Associations, 

'  and  the  Grocers'  Associations  of  Bath, 
Belfast,  Blackburn,  Bristol,  Cardiff,  Dar- 

'  lington,  Exeter,  I^eeds, Liverpool, Oldham, 
Portsmouth,  Sheffield,  Swansea,  Swindon, 
and  Torquay ;  indeed,  we  are  supported 
by  grocers  all  over  the  Kingdom.    In  fact, 

.  the  only  objections  I  have  had  are  that 
3  C  2 
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some  of  the  exemptions  go  too  far,  and  if 
it  is  skown  that  tiiey  can  be  restricted  I 
should  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Coming  now  to  the  BiU  itself,  the  first 
clause  forbids  Sunday  trading.  This 
merely  expresses  what  is  even  now  the 
law  of  the  land,  which,  however,  is  in- 
operative, partly  on  account  of  its 
obsolete  provisions,  and  partly  because 
the  penalties  are  only  nominal.  Clause  2 
would  render  them  efiective.  It  adopts 
the  scale  of  fines  approved  by  your  Lord- 
ships in  the  case  of  the  Early  Closing  Bill. 
For  a  first  offence  the  fine  is  only  5s.,  but 
for  the  second  it  is  £1,  and  for  the  third 
£5.  This,  it  is  believed,  would  be  quite 
effective.  The  third  clause  deals  with 
the  exemptions.  There  are  some  cases  in 
which  exceptions  must  obviously  be 
made,  namely,  public-houses  and  refresh- 
ment houses,  which  come  under  other 
Acts  of  Farliameot.  Tobacconists,  I  fear, 
must  also  be  excluded,  because  tobacco 
is  habitually 'sold  in  public-houses  and 
by  newsagents.  These  would  be  ex- 
cluded altogether  from  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  The  business  of  the  Post  Office, 
again,  is  left  untouched.  Chemists  rarely 
now  open  their  shops  on  Sunday,  but 
there  is  generally  someone  in  attendance 
who  can  supply  anything  which  is  wanted 
in  an  emergency.  This  would  continue  to 
be  permissible. 

Next  comes  the  case  of  such  articles  as 
fish,  fresh  vegetables,  and  other  perish- 
able articles  of  food.  We  propose  that 
the  sales  should  be  permitted  up  to  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Unfortunately, 
many  families  in  our  great  cities  live  in 
a  single  room.  It  would  be  unhealthy 
if  they  had  to  lay  in  their  stores  on  Satur- 
day, and  in  many  cases  the  articles  them- 
selves would  be  seriously  deteriorated. 
Lastly  comes  the  case  of  milk  and 
cream:  these  we  propose  should  be 
saleable  up  to  ten  and  after  four. 
In  all  these  cases  some  relaxation  seems 
necessary.  We  hope  we  have  gone  as  far  as 
the  case  requires,  but  we  propose  to  gire 
local  authorities  certain  powers  in  the 
interpretation  of  this  clause.  As  regards 
the  local  authorities,  we  suggest  to  adopt 
those  entrusted  with  the  administration 
of  the  Shop  Hours  Acts.  This  was  the 
view  approved  by  your  Lordships  last 
year,  mainly  on  the  ground  that 
they  are  already  dealing  with  cognate 

Lord  Avehury. 


matters  and  have  special  inspectois  con- 
veisant  with  these  questions.  The 
second  schedule  repeals  the  existing  Acts 
so  far  as  they  deal  with  Sunday  trading. 
Your  Lordships  wiU  see,  therefore,  that 
this  Bill  does  not  materially  alter  the 
principles  of  the  existing  law,  but  rather 
adapts  them  to  modern  circumstances, 
and  renders  them  effective. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  general  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill.  I  have  introduced  it 
on  behalf  of  a  large  number  of  trades- 
men's associations  all  over  the  King- 
dom, and  beUeve  it  represents  their 
general  views.  Perhaps,  then,  I 
shall  be  asked  why,  if  they  wish 
to  close,  do  they  not  close  now  ?  If  it  is 
their  general  wish  that  shops  should  be 
shut  on  Sunday,  why  is  there  any  need 
for  a  Bill?  This  question  was  put  to 
several  of  the  witnesses  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Early  Closing  Bill,  and 
those  of  your  Lordships  who  were 
members  of  that  Committee  will,  I  am 
sure,  confirm  me  when  I  say  that  the 
answer  invariably  was  that — 

**  We  ghould  much  wish  to  cloee  if  all  did  so, 
but  if  a  few  insist  on  remaining  open,  all  in  tbe 
Mime  kind  of  business  feel  they  moat  do  so 
too." 

Shopkeepers  are  anxious  for  the  Bill 
because  they  beUeve  that  while  they 
would  do  just  as  much  business,  th^ 
and  their  assistants  would  get  more  rest. 
I  have  been  brought  so  much  into  contact 
with  them  that  I  am  naturally  anzioos 
to  help  them,  if  possible. 

But  there  are  two  other  reasons  which, 
I  hope,  may  commend  this  Bill  to  your 
lordships.  One  is  the  question  of 
health.  One  day's  rest  in  seven;  rest 
for  the  body  and  rest  for  the  mind, 
has  from  time  immemorial  been 
found  of  great  importance  from  the 
point  of  view  of  health.  Finally,  there  ia 
a  reason  of  even  greater  importance — a 
reason  which,  I  trust,  will  appeal  with 
special,  though  not  exclusive,  force  to  the 
right  rev.  l^nch.  Hitherto,  I  have 
referred  to  the  health  of  the  body  only, 
but  that  of  the  spirit  is  even  more  im- 
portant Philosophers,  theologians,  and 
men  of  business  in  all.  ages  have  agreed 
that  every  man  ought  to  be  set  free  on 
one  day  in  the  week  to  study,  to  prav» 
and  to  think ;  to  examine  his  own  Ixfe» 
his  conduct,  and  his  opinions  ;  to  lift  his 
mind  and  thoughts  from  the  labours  and 
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cares  of  the  world,  from  the  petty  but 
haraflsing  worries  and  troubles  of  every- 
day life,  and  to  raise  them  to  the  calmer 
and  nobler,  the  hisher  and  purer  regions  of 
Heaven  above.  I  submit  the  Bill  to  your 
Lordships  and  trust  that  you  will  give  it 
favourable  consideration. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»  " 
— (Lord  Avebury.) 

liORD  BELPER :  My  Lords,  the  case, 
as  I  understand  it,  for  the  Bill  which 
has  been  introduced  by  my  noble  friend 
is  that  it  is  brought  forward  in  the 
interests  of  shopkeepers.  Where  the  lot 
of  this  hard-working  class  of  the  popula- 
tion can  be  alleviated  your  liOrdships 
and  Parliament  have  always  been  willing 
to  pass  legislation  with  that  object,  and 
I  am  sure  that  if  it  could  safely  be  done 
your  Lordships  would  be  unanimously 
in  favour  of  passing  such  a  provision  as 
would  give  them  one  day  of  rest  in 
seven.  But  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
are  other  considerations  to  which  your 
Lordships  must  give  attention,  and  I 
hope  that  in  laying  some  of  these  before 
the  House  it  will  not  be  considered  that 
I  am  at  all  wishing  to  disregard  the  very 
strong  appeal  which  my  noble  friend  has 
made  on  behalf  of  the  class  for  which 
he  speaks. 

Now  what  does  this  Bill  really  propose 
to  do  ?     It  repeals  the  Acts  which  have 
been  in  force  for  so  many  years,  but  my 
noble  friend   passed  over  that   part  of 
his  Bill  somewhat  lightly.      The  Acts 
which  this  Bill  proposes  to  repeal  practi- 
cally forbid  Sunday  trading ;  they  forbid 
the  sale,  or  offering  for  sale  in  shops  and 
in  other  ways,  of  goods  on  Sundays ;  and 
they  go  much  further  than  that,  because 
the   restrictions  in  these  Acts   refer  to 
other  matters  besides  trading  in  shops. 
The  Acts  of  Charies  I.  and  Charles  II. 
prohibited  any  tradesman  or   artificer, 
workman  or  labourer,   from   exercising 
any  worldly  labour  on  the  Lord's  Day 
except  where  it  was  work  of  necessity 
or    charity.    Further  than    that,   there 
are  special  provisions  with  regard  to  the 
baking  of  bread  on  Sundays,  which  the 
noble  Lord's  Bill  also  proposes  to  repeal. 
This  Bill  proposes,  further,  to  alter  the 
fine  which  is  imposed.    The  fine  under 
these  Acts  is  only  5s.,  and,  as  the  noble 
Jjord    explained,   this  Bill    proposes  to 


impose  a  fine  in  the  case  of  second  and 
subsequent  convictions  rising  to  £5. 

There   is  another  provision  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  did   not  allude,  which 
presumably  this   Bill   also   proposes   to 
repeal — the  provision   that  no  proceed- 
ings can  be  taken  unless  with  the  con- 
sent of  two  Justices  and  the  Chief  of 
Police  of    the   locality   in    which   it  is 
desired  that  the  prosecution  should  take 
place.    Therefore,  it  lies  at  present  with 
the  local  authority  to  say  whether  pro- 
secutions would  be  in  accordance  with 
public  poUcy  in  cases  where  the  law  is 
broken  by  Sunday  trading.    Those  are, 
practically,  the   chief  provisions   which 
the   Bill  proposes  to   repeal.    In  their 
place  the  Bill  inserts  provisions  against 
Sunday  trading  and  sale  in  shops  and 
public  places,  and  makes  several  excep- 
tions which  have  been  explained  by  the 
noble   Lord   who    introduced    the   Bill. 
But,    in   addition,  there   is  the   special 
prohibition    that    no    barber  is   to    be 
allowed    to    carry  on    his  trade  on  a 
Sunday.     I  do  not  think  the  noble  Lord 
referred  to  that  particular  provision,  but 
I  should  have  thought  that  that  was  one 
case  which  might  well  have  been  made 
an  exception.     If  a  man  wants  to  get 
shaved   on  a  Simday,  and  cannot  get 
shaved   in  his  own  house,  there  surely 
is     no    very    great    crime     either    on 
his    part    in    getting    shaved   on    that 
day,    or    on    the    part    of    the  barber 
who     performs    the    duty.        I     think 
I  ought,  however,   to  state  that   there 
has    been   a    very    strong    request    on 
the  part  of  hairdressers  themselves  in 
favour  of  some  prohibition  of  this  sort. 

The  Bill  makes  one  rather  more  serious 
exception.  It  gives  power  to  a  local 
authority  to  exempt  any  shops  or  any 
classes  of  shops  from  the  operation  of 
the  Act  up  to  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
on  Sundays.  I  think  that  might,  perhaps, 
give  rise  to  some  abuse;  and  I  notice 
that  the  noble  I*ord  has  not  adopted  the 
safeguard  which  he  introduced  into  his 
Bill  of  last  year  with  regard  to  the 
closing  of  rthops — namely,  that  it  should 
not  take  place  until  the  views  of  the 
shopkeepers  interested  were  ascertained. 
If  a  local  authority  had  full  power  to 
set  aside  the  operation  of  this  Act  up  to 
ten  o'clock  in  the  mominc,  it  might  to 
some  extent  defeat  the  object  the  noble 
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Lord  has  in  view.  The  point  I  have  to 
ask  your  Lordships  to  consider  is  whether 
there  has  been  made  out  a  frima  facie 
case  for  such  an  alteration  as  is  proposed, 
which  makes  the  law  in  many  cases 
much  more  stringent  than  at  present. 
Has  the  law  as  it  stands  proved  so  incon- 
venient that  it  cannot  be  reasonably 
worked  ?  I  have  some  statistics  which 
may  throw  light  on  the  question.  I  find 
that  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  year 
1902 — the  last  year  in  respect  of  which 
statistics  are  available — there  were  5,293 
prosecutions  for  trading  on  Sunday,  and 
that  of  that  number  4,072  took  place  in 
one  borough,  and  that  not  a  borough  of 
first  class  importance.  Out  of  the  total 
of  5,293  prosecutions,  no  fewer  than 
5,167  were  in  the  areas  of  five  local 
authorities — that  is  to  say,  throughout 
the  rest  of  England  and  Wales  the  number 
of  prosecutions  was  almost  infinitesimal. 

That  does  not  seem  to  show  that, 
generally  speaking,  the  law  is  working  in 
such  a  way  that  it  requires  alteration, 
because  one  of  two  things  must  have 
been  the  case  in  the  larger  area — either 
there  were  no  shops  open  on  Sundays  at 
all,  with  the  result  that  the  law  was  not 
broken,  or  the  authorities  did  not  think 
it  desirable  to  allow  prosecutions  to  be 
instituted.  1  believe  there  are  a  large 
number  of  boroughs  in  which  a  certain 
amount  of  Sunday  trading  goes  on. 
Presumably  that  is  the  case  for  the  Bill ; 
but  the  fact  that  prosecutions  have  been 
so  very  few  shows  that  public  opinion  in 
these  boroughs  is  not  in  favour  of 
prosecutions  being  taken,  or,  at  all 
events,  that  the  authorities  empowered 
to  ord^r  the  proceedings  were  not  pre- 
pared to  take  the  responsibihty  of 
instituting  them  in  the  state  of  pubUe 
opinion  in  their  districts. 

Then  there  is  the  question.  What  is 
the  public  opinion  in  this  country  on 
this  matter  ?  I  am  well  aware  that  this 
Bill  deals  with  a  very  difficult  and  a 
ver}"  delicate  question,  and  one  which 
arouses  a  good  deal  of  contention  on 
both  sides.  I  notice  that  the  society 
which  represents  those  who  take  the 
strictest  view  of  the  keeping  of  Sunday 
have  issued  a  paper  on  the  subject,  and 
I  cannot  say  that  they  very  keenly 
support  the  Bill  of  my  noble  friend. 
The  fact  is,  they  are  afraid  that  his  Bill 

Lord  Belper. 


will,  in  some  matters,  extend  the  facili- 
ties now  given  for  trading  on  Sonday; 
they  deprecate  very  strongly  some  of  the 
exceptions  which  he  makes  with  regard 
to  hours  and  to  different  sorts  of  trades, 
and  they  deprecate  still  more  the  pro- 
posab  to  entrust  to  local  authorities 
the  power  of  allowing  Sunday 
trading  up  to  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  in  any  class  of  shops. 
I  venture  to  think,  therefore,  that  they 
are  hardly  themselves  prepared  to 
support  an  alteration  of  the  law,  al- 
though in  some  respects  it  might  be  in 
the  direction  of  making  the  prohibitioB 
of  Sunday  trading  more  stringent  than  it 
has  hitherto  been. 

With  regard  to  the  public  generally, 
is  it  wise  to  ask  them  for  their  opinion 
on  an  alteration  of  a  law  which  has 
existed  for  a  very  great  number  of  years  ? 
It  may  be  that  that  law  is  not  abeohitely 
logical,  or  not  drawn  in  the  terms  that 
it  would  be  if  we  had  to  draft  it  as  & 
new  Act  to-day.  There  is  an  old  pro- 
verb, ''Let  sleeping  dogs  lie,"  and  I 
think  this  is  a  case  where,  if  yoa  stir  up 
this  question,  you  will  create  a  vast 
amount  of  feeling  and  opposition  on  both 
sides  which  it  may  be  very  difficult  to 
quell.  I  would  ask  your  Lordships  to 
consider  whether  there  has  been  a  snfB- 
cient  case  made  out  for  an  alteration  in 
the  law  at  the  present  moment,  and 
whether,  in  the  circumstances,  seeing  the 
vast  opposition  that  may  be  aroused,  and 
the  fact  that  this  Bill,  being  a  conten- 
tious measure,has  little  likehhood  of  being 
passed  into  law  this  session,  it  is  wise  on 
the  whole  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  any 
further.  That  is  a  matter  for  the 
House,  but  I  do  think  that  some  of  tiie 
considerations  which  I  have  very  im- 
perfectly endeavoured  to  point  out  ought 
to  be  duly  weighed  before  your  Lord- 
ships give  this  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

The  lord  ARCHBISHOP  of  CAN- 
TERBURY :  My  Lords,  the  noble  Loid 
who  moved  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  whose  efforts  on  behalf  of  all 
that  affects  the  working  classes  of  this 
country  in  matters  of  hoUdays  and  hours 
of  labour,  whether  on  Sundays  or 
weekdays,  have  earned  for  him  the 
respect,  not  only  of  those  classes 
of  thr  community  on  whose  b^ialf 
he  especially  labours,  but  of  all  classes* 
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referred  in  his  speech  to  the  evidence  ;  the  noble  Lord  quoted  rather  startled  me, 

"I  was  surprised  to  hear  that  there  had 
been  so  many  prosecutions  in  the  course 
of  a  year,  and  I  should  like  very  much  to 
go  into  these  matters  in  detail  before 
coming  to  a  conclusion  on  the  subject, 
I  doubt  whether,  outside  this  House, 
attention  has  been  directed  very  widely 
to  the  noble  Lord's  Bill.  I  venture  to 
think  that  I  would  have  been  one  of 
those  who  would  have  received  a  very 
large  number  of  communications  on  botJi 
sides  if  the  matter  had  been  in  the  cog- 
nisance of  the  public  at  large.  Nothing 
is  more  undesirable  than  to  prematurely 
do  something  which  is  not  consonant 
with  that  deliberate  public  opinion  which 
the  '  might  be  arrived  at  after  more  considera- 
j  tion  had  been  given  to  the  matter.  But 
the  point  I  specially  feel  is  that  the 
matter  is  so  delicate  and  difficult  that  it 
does  require  tender  handling  lest  we 
defeat  the  object  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  in  view,  an  object  which  I  join  with 
him  in  desiring  to  see  accomplished, 
though  I  doubt  whether  the  best  mode  of 
accomplishing  it  would  be  by  giving  a 
Second  Reading  to  his  Bill. 


taken  before  tha  Select  Committee  of 
your  Lordships'  House  on  the  Early 
Closing  of  Shops.  I  had  the  advantage 
of  being  a  member  af  that  Committee, 
and  I  can  entirely  support  what  the 
noble  Lord  said  as  to  the  strength  of 
the  evidence  which  was  brought  before 
us  in  favour  of  something  being  done  in 
the  direction  he  advocates.  In  their 
Report  the  Committee  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  many  witnesses  expressed 
a  strong  desire  that  the  law  affecting 
Sunday  trading  should  be  strengthened, 
and  therefore  I  feel  that  the  action 
taken  by  the  noble  Lord  in  raising  this 
question  is  the  natural  and  legitimate 
sequel  to  what  was  embodied  in 
Report  of  the  Committee. 

At  the  same  time  I  venture  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
to-night  press  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill  to  a  division ;  that  he  will  not  ask 
your  Lordships'  House  to  declare  itself 
now  upon  a  subject  so  extraordinarily 
delicate  and  difficult  for  it  is  quite 
possible  that  action  on  our  part  taken 
prematurely  might  defeat  the  very 
object  which  the  noble  Itoid  and  pro- 
bably all  Members  of  your  Lordships' 
House  have   at    heart   in  this  matter, 


Viscount    CROSS  : 
hope   the  noble   Lord 


My 

will 


and    result    in    even    worse  difficulties  i  with    having      introduced 


Lords,  I 
be  content 
this     Bill. 


than  those  which  may  at  present  exist. 
The  subject  is,  as  I  say,  extraordinarily 
delicate  and  difficult,  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  one  upon  which  further  in- 
quiry   would    be    eminently    desirable 


I  can  apeak,  from  past  experience  at  the 
Home  Office,  of  the  difficulties  in  connec- 
tion with  Sunday  trading.  There  is 
very  strong  feeling  both  ways.  I  sym- 
pathise deeply  with  the  views  which  have 


before  any  action  of  this  kind  is  taken.  i  been  put  forward  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
Whether    it  is  a   good  thing  to  have    introduced  this  Bill,  but  I  am  afraid  he 


that  inquiry  in  any  formal  shape,  and 


may  defeat  his  object  if  he  presses  it  too 


raise  the  question  prominently  before  strongly  on  the  country  at  the  present 
the  pubUc  in  order  to  obtain  legislation  |  moment.  Personally,  I  should  very 
one  way  or  the  other,  I  am  not  so  i  strongly  object  to  the  repeal  of  the  old 
clearly  convinced ;  but  that  we  cannot  I  Acts  of  Charles  I.  and  Charles  II.  I 
legislate  without  some  further  inquiry  |  think  they  had  better  remain  on  the 
does      seem     to     me     quite     certain.    Statute-book.     There  is  another  part  of 


The      noble      Lord      who      spoke     on 
behalf  of  the  Government  quoted  certain 


the  Bill  to  which  I  should  entirely  object, 
and    that    is    the  local    option  clause. 


statistics.     I  should  like  to  ask  whether  I  which,  I   think,   would  lead  to  a  great 


those  statistics  are  the  private  property 
of  the  Government  or  whether  they  are 
published. 

Lord  BELPER  :  I  cannot  say  whether 
they  are  published.     I  will  inquire. 


The      lord 
CANTERBURY : 


ARCHBISHOP      OF 
The  statistics  which 


amount  of  unpleasant  discussion  up  and 
I  down  the  country  among  local  authori- 

ties.  If  there  is  to  be  legislation  of 
I  this  kind,  I  think  it  ought  only  to  be 
j  brought  forward  after  very  mature  and 
;  deliberate  consideration,  and  certainly  a 
i  Bill  of  this  nature  ought  to  be  in  the 
I  hands  of  the  (government  itself.  Having 
'  every  sympathy  with  the  noble  Lord's 
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object  I  hope  he  will  not  press  his  Bill 
to  a  division. 

♦Lord  AVBBURY:  My  Lords,  I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  listened  with  consider- 
able regret  to  the  speech    which    was 
delivered  by  my  noble  friend  on  behalf 
of  His  Majesty's  Grovemment.    The  noble 
Lord  objected,  in  the  first  place,   that 
the  repeal  of  the  statutes  referred   to 
might,  in  one  or  two  points,  effect  the 
very  opposite  of  that  which  those  who 
introduced  this  Bill  desired.     I  do  not 
quite  follow  that,  and,  indeed,  my  noble 
^end  himself    seemed  to    have  some 
doubt  on  the  subject.     I  may  say  at 
once  that  if  it  coold  be  shown  that  there 
was  anything  in  the  Acts  which  it  is 
proposed  to  repeal,  the  repeal  of  which 
would    enable    things    to   be  done    on 
Sunday  which  cannot  be   done  now,  I 
should    be    the    first    to  wish    to  see 
my  Bill  amended  in  that  respect  when  it 
got  into  Committee.     With  regard  to  the 
question  of  fines,  I  would  point  out  that  i 
the  fines  suggested  in  this  Bill  are  those  j 
which  were  recommended  by  the  Com-  . 
mittee  of  your  Lordships'   House,   and  ! 
which  were  adopted  by  your  Lordships  in 
the  Bill  of  last  year.    The  noble  Lord  I 
also  objected  to  tiie  inclusion  of  barbers  , 
in  the   Bill.     I  was  at  first  under  the  I 
same  impression  as  my  noble  friend,  that  , 
it  would  be  desirable  to  exclude  barbers ;  | 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  from  the  Bill  as  | 
originally  drafted  barbers  were  excluded, 
and  it  was  only  at  the  urgent  request  of  , 
hairdressers'  associations  throughout  the  ! 
country,  who  pointed  out  the  great  hard-  ! 
ship  that  would  be  inflicted  upon  them  i 
if  Sunday  trading  was  not  stopped,  that  ; 
they  were  included  in  the  Bill. 

Objection  has  been  raisexi  by  the  noble  I 
Viscount  opposite  to  giving  the  proposed  j 
power  to  the  local  authorities,  and  the 
noble  Lord  who  represents  the  Govern-  I 
ment  stated  that  I  myself  last  year  only  i 
suggested  that  the  local  aulhorities  should 
have  certain  powers  if  supported  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  shopkeepers.   I  would  point 
out  that  there  is  very  great  difference 
between  the  two  cases.     In  the  one  case 
the  local  authorities  were  to  shut  up  th"^ 
shops  against  the  wish  perhaps  of  the  par- 
ticular shopkeepers  and  we  thought  that 
ought  not  to  be  done  unless  there  was  a 
strong  consensus  of  opinion  in  its  favour ; 
but  in  this  case  we  are  allowing  the  local 

Viscount  Cross, 


\  authority  to  leave  shops  open,  which  is 
1  a  totally  different  matter,  and  we  theie- 
1  fore  did  not  think  it  would  be  necasury 
,  to  provide  for  a  two-thirds  majority  in 
tills  case.     At  the  same  time,  I  frankly 
i  confess  I  do  not  think  there  are  many 
cases  in  which  the  local  authorities  would 
'  be  likely  to  act  on  these  powers.   I  placed 
them  in  the  Bill  to  obviate  objection  on 
!  that  point;  but  local  authorities  generally 
would,  I  beb'eve,  desire  that  ti^e  shops 
I  should  be  closed  on  Sundays.    Then  my 
noble  friend  who  represents  the  Govern- 
ment gave  some  statistics  as  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  law.    He  told  os  that 
i  there  had  been  5,293  prosecutions,  and 
I  that  they  were  confined    to  veiy  few 
>  places.    I  should  have  drawn  from  those 
statistics   a  totally  different  conclosioD 
;  from  that  which  appeared  to  recommend 
.  itself  to  my  noble    friend,    because  it 
'  would  seem  to  me  to  be  obvious  that 
•  throughout  the  whole  of  the  country, 
with  these  four  or  five  exceptions,  the 
'  present  law  is  absolutely  inoperative. 

i 

Lord  BEIiPER:  As  they  wish  it 
to  be. 

*LoRD  AVEBURY:  I  cannot  admit  tiat. 
My  conviction  is  that  the  inadequacy 
of  the  fine  is  the  reason.  My  noble  friend 
said  that  that  state  of  things  could  only 
have  arisen  in  one  of  two  cases — either 
there  were  no  shops  open  or  the  local 
feeling  was  against  prosecutions.  But  1 
would  submit  that  there  is  a  thiid 
explanation,  and  it  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  real  explanation — namely,  that  the 
present  fines  are  so  small  that  the  local 
authorities  do  not  think  it  worth  while 
to  prosecute.  The  offender  merely  pays 
the  fine,  snaps  his  fingers  at  the  au^or- 
ities,  and  opens  his  shop  as  before.  Ihe 
shopkeepers  say  that  the  present  Acta 
are  well  intentioned,  but  perfectly  in- 
effectual because  of  the  smallness  of  t^e 
fines.  If  we  had  a  substantial  fine  for 
second  and  subsequent  offences,  yon 
would  see  a  different  state  of  things. 

I  feel,  however,  I  cannot  remst  the 
appeal  which  has  been  made  to  me  by  the 
most  rev.  Primate  and  by  the  noble  Vis- 
count opposite,  that  I  should  not  put 
the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  division  on 
the  Bill  to-night.  I  have  done  my  best 
and  fulfilled  my  promise   to  the  shop- 
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keepers  and  assistants  in  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.  This  is  no  hobby 
of  my  own.  It  has  been  at  the  urgent 
request  of  the  shopkeepers  themselves 
that  I  have  asked  your  Lordships  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration.  The 
noble  liord  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
Ctovernment  said  that  they  wished  to 
'•let  sleeping  dogs  lie."  Well,  I  do 
not  think  the  shopkeeping  community 
are  disposed  to  allow  the  subject  to 
remain  in  its  present  condition.  I  am 
satisfied  that  they  will  move  again, 
either  in  this  House  or  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  Knowing  as  I 
do  the  strong  and  almost  unanimous 
feeling  of  the  shopkeeping  community 
throughout  the  country,  I  have  very 
little  doubt  that  sooner  or  later  we  shaU 
get  a  measure  of  this  character  passed 
into  law.  I  do  not  even  despair  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  dealing  with  the 
subject.  I  trust  your  Lordships  will 
take  the  matter  into  your  serious  con- 
sideration. If  you  will  make  inquiries 
in  your  own  districts  you  wiU  find  that 
this  evil  of  Sunday  trading  is  great  and 
growing,  and  that  the  Bill  which  I  have 
had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your 
Lordships  does  express  a  general  and 
earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  shop- 
keeping  community.  For  the  present, 
however,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Bill. 

Bill,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty 
nunutes  past  Five  o'clock,  till 
To-morrow,  half -past  Ten 
o'clock. 


HJOUSB  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  2Sth  April,    1904. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  Clock. 


COMMISSION, 


Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
tnissioners. 

The  House  went;  and,  being  re- 
burned — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  the  Royal 
Assent  to^ — 

1.  Army  (Annual)  Act,  1904. 


2.  Wild  Birds  Protection  Act,  1904. 

3.  London,     Chatham,      and     Dover 
Railway  Act,  1904. 

4.  Toung    and    Bell's    Patents    Act, 
1904. 

5.  Appleby  Corporation  Gas  Act,  1904. 

6.  Southend  Waterworks  Act,  1904. 


UNOPPOSED     PRIVATE    BILL 
BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE      BILLS     [Lords]     (STANDING 

ORDERS  NOT    PREVIOUSLY   INQUIRED 

INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  •been  complied 
with,  viz.  :— Chesterfield  Corporation 
(Tramways  and  Improvements)  Bill 
[Lords].  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Mullingar,Kells,and  Drogheda  Railway 
Bill.  Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Weston-super-Mare  Grand  Pier  Bill 
[Lords].  To  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Poor  Law)  Bill.  Read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  NO.  5). 
Mr.  CoMPTON  Rickett  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  No.  5  of  Rail- 
way Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  they  had  adjourned  till  Monday 
next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Thames  River  Steamboat  Service  Bill. 
Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ThamesSteamboat  Trust  Bill.  Reported 
[Preamble  not  proved];  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
They  have  agreed  to — Amendments  to 
Amendment  to    Southend   Water  Bill; 
Amendments    to    Appleby    Corporation 
Gas  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 
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LICENCES  (RENEWAL). 

Petitions  against  alteration  of  Jjaw; 
from  Homsey;  Rhosbeirio;  Leyton- 
stone;  Ilford;  Reading;  Crouch  Hill; 
North Finchley;  Clapham;  Birmingham; 
Glasgow;  Islington;  Hucknall  Torkard; 
and  North  Kensington ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  BILL. 

Petitions  against;  from  Lower  Cross; 
Carlisle;  Sunderland ;< and  Barnsbury; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Petition  from  Lanark,  in  favour;   to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petition  from  lianark,  in   favour;   to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARLIAMENTARY  VOTERS  AND 
ELECTIONS  BILL. 

Petition  f  om  Lanark,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 
Petition  from  Birmingham,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RE-VACCINATION  BILL. 
Petitions   in   favour,*;   from  Chatham; 
and  Sunderland ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  BUTTER  BILL. 
Petition  from  Bermondsey,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 
Accounts  presented,  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Police  and  the  Police  Pension  Funds 
for  the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1904  [by 
I  Act] ;  td  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
j  printed.  [No.  146.] 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY  THE 
CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

j  Thames  Conservancy.  (General  Report 
;  and  Accounts  of  the  Conservators  for 
j  1903  [by  Act]  ;  to  be  printed.  [No.  147.] 

I  ROYAL  COMMISSIONS. 

Address    for   **  Return  of    all    Royal 

'  Commissions  issued  in  each   year    from 

I  1896  to  1903,  inclusive,  specifying  the 

I  objects  of  each  such    Commission,   tke 

name  of  each  Commissioner  and  Secretary. 

the  date  of  each  Report,  or  if  still  stitting, 

and  the  cost  of  each  up  to  the  SIst  day 

of  Biarch,  1904  (in  continuation  of  and  in 

the  same  form  as  Parliamentary   Paper. 

No.  338,  of  Session  1896)."  —{Mr.  Jokn 

EUis.) 


EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION. 

Return    presented,     relative     thereto  i 
[ordered  27th  April ;  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour];  ' 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  145.] 

LABOURERS'  COTTAGES  (IRELAND). 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  9th  February;  Mr.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  (HOISTS  AND 
TEAGLES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  by  W.  S. 
Smith,  Esquire,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Factories,  on  the  construc- 
tion, arrangement,  and  fencing  of  Hoists 
and  Teagles  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED  WITH  THE  VOTES. 

Bepain  to  Trinity  and  Irish  Li^hti 

Tachts. 
Mr.  PLUMMER  (Newcastle-on-Tyne): 
To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  will  state  the  amount  of 
money  spent  on  repairs  to  the  Trinity 
yachts  "Irene"  and  "Mermaid"  and 
the  Irish  Lights  yacht  "  Tearaght,"  since 
they  were  built;  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  further  repair  the  "Irene"  ;  and,  if 
so,  what  is-  the  nature  of  such  repaiis 
and  the  probable  cost. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Oerald  Balfour.)  I 
am  informed  by  the  Trinity  House  that 
the  approximate  amount  expended  in  re- 
pairs to  the  hull  and  machinery  of  the 
"  Irene,"  since  she  was  built  in  1890  up 
to  the  end  of  last  year,  is  about  £23,000, 
this  amount  representing  ordinary  and 
special  repairs,  as  well  as  the  cost 
incurred  in  respect  of  a  ooUiaion  a  lev 
years  ago  which  was  unrecoverable,  b 
addition  to  the  above  the  "Irene"  hat 
just  undergone  a  thorough  oveihauL 
including  the  fitment  of  new  boilers,  it 
a  total  cost  of  about  £9,500,  and  itb 
anticipated  that  she  will  not  require  any 
further  repairs  for  some  time.  As  re- 
gards the  "  Mermaid,"  which  was  built 
in   1897,   the  total  outlay  for  repairs  to 
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hull  and  machinery  up  to  the  present 
time  amounts  approximately  to  the  sum 
of  £1,900.  I  am  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Irish  Lights  that  the  total 
expenditure  on  the  "Tearaght,"  uoder 
the  headings  of  ordinary  and  engine  room 
repairs,  during  the  period  from  1st  April, 
1893,  to  the  31st  March,  1904,  amounts 
to  £9,518  4s.  Id. 

Accidents  to  Dover  Piar  Works  Light- 
ships. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  :  To  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can 
state  how  often  during  the  period  1899 
to  1903,  the  lightships  placed  by  the 
Trinity  House  at  the  request  of  the 
Admiralty  to  mark  Dover  pier  works 
have  been  run  into,  and  sunk,  or  seriously 
damaged ;  what  has  been  the  amount  of 
the  loss  which  has  thereby  accrued  to 
the  Lighthouse  Fund ;  and  whether  the 
Board  of  Trade  proposes  to  make  any 
appUcation  to  the  Admiralty  to  contri- 
bute towards  such  loss. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Oerald  Balfour.) 
During  the  period  in  question  the 
lightship  marking  Dover  pier  works  has 
been  twice  run  into  and  sunk,  and  on 
three  other  occasions  has  been  the 
subject  of  collision.  In  the  latter 
cases  the  whole  cost  of  the  necessary 
repairs  was  recovered  from  the  owners 
of  the  vessels  causing  the  damage.  In 
the  case  of  the  two  vessels  sunk  a  sum 
of  £14,800  was  recovered  from  the 
owners  of  the  vesseb  which  ran  them 
down.  The  cost  of  the  new  vessels  to 
replace  those  lost  was  £20,400,  and  a 
total  expenditure  of  £5,600  has  accord- 
ingly fallen  on  the  general  Lighthouse 
Fund,  but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Trinity  House  were  obtaining  new 
vessels  of  the  latest  type  in  place  of  two 
that  were  respectively  54  and  40  years 


I  old,  it  was  held  that  the  Admiralty 
could  not  reasonably  be  called  upon  to 
contribute  to  their  cost. 

Qoaliilcations  of  Examiners  to  Civil 
Service  Commission. 
Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  To 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  state  the  qualification 
necessary  for  examiners  and  assistant 
examiners  employed  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission;  and  whether  he 
will  explain  why  vacancies  in  these 
posts  have  been  filled  by  nomination. 

{Ansivered  by  Mr.    Victor  Cavendish.) 
The  principal  qualifications  which  the  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  have  looked  for  in 
selecting  permanent  examiners  and  assist- 
ant examiners  has  been  high  distinction 
in  some  branch  or  branches  of  study, 
according  to  the  needs  of  the  service  at 
I  the  time.    Occasional    examiners    have 
I  been  selected  from  among  the  number 
I  of  those  ascertained  to  be  best  qualified 
to  conduct  or  take  part  in  the  particular 
'  examinations  for  which  they  are  engaged. 
{ The  Orders  in  Council   from    the  first 
have  given  power  to  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners,  ''subject  to  the  approval 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,   to  appoint 
from    time    to    time     such     assistant 
examiners   and  other  persons    as  may 
be  required  to  assist  them  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  '* 

I  Exchequer  and  Audit  OflLdals. 

I  Mb.  FIELD  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  to 
'  the  Treasury  whether  he  can  state  the 
'  number  and  rank  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Audit  officials  employed  at  headquarters, 
and  the  number  and  rank  employed  out- 
side of  headquarters,  with  the  names  of 
the  different  places  at  which  they  are  so 
employed. 

{Anstcered  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish.) 


SUtioned  at 

1 

Staff. 
Clerks. 

Second 
Division 
Clerks. 

Boy 

Clerks, 
etc. 

Total  at 

each. 
Sution. 

Headquarters  (London)  . 

29 

20 

7 

116 

15 

187 

Chatham  Dockyard 
Deronport      do. 
Portsmouth    do. 
Woolwich  Arsenal 
Pretoria  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
2 

1 
1 

3 

4 
4 
6 
3 

1 
1 
1 
2 

6 
6 

7 

10 

5 

Outside  of  Headquarters 

3                    4 

2 

20 

6 

34 
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Beport  of  Visit  of  H.M.&  ''Odin"  to 
Tristan  da  Onnha. 

Mb.  LODER  (Brightonji:  To  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  whether  the 
Beport  of  the  recent  visit  of  H.M.S. 
*'Odin"  to  Tristan  da  Onnha  has  yet 
been  received,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  will 
be  laid  upon  the  Table,  as  has  been  done 
on  former  occasions. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Pretyman.)  The 
Report  has  been  received,  but  as  it  is  of 
no  particular  public  interest  this  year,  it 
is  not  proposed  to  lay  it  upon  the  Table, 
unless  it  is  desired  that  this  should  be 
done. 

Promotions  in  Cork  Post  OflLce. 
Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Cork):  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  whether,  in 
making  the  promotions  p^ding  at  the 
Gork  post  office,  he  will  carry  into  effect 
the  recommendations  of  the  T weedmouth 
Committee,   which  stated  that,  on  the 


:  introduction  of  the  amalgamation  ach^ne, 
I  the  higher  postal  appointments  are 
i  proper  to  the  old  postal  sorting  clarks. 

{Annoered  by  Lard  Stanley.)  I  am  not 
aware  of  such  a  recommendation  having 
I  been  made  by  the  Tweedmonth  Com- 
I  mittee,  and  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have 
previously  said  respecting  the  promotions 
at  Cork,  that  I  will  endeavour  to  secure 
that  the  officers  promoted  are  the  best 
qualified  for  the  higher  duties. 

Postal  Service  Between  London  and 
Paris. 

Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  To  ask 
the  Postmaster-Qeneral  if  he  can  state 
the  hours  of  the  various  daily  despatches 
of  letters  from  London  to  Paris,  and 
vice  versiiy  with  their  correaponding 
deliveries. 

{Answered  by  Lord  Stanley.)  The  in- 
formation required  by  the  hon.  Member 
is  as  follows : — 


Time  of  despatch  from  London. 

Delivery  commences  in  Paria  at 

9.6  a.m.  vi&  Dover      .... 

5.45  p.m.  the  same  day. 

10.0  a.m.  vi&  Folkestone 

7.40  p.m.  the  same  day. 

ILO  a.m.  vi&  Dover         ^     . 

2.20  p.m.  vi4  Folkestone  /    .        • 

7.10  a.m.  the  next  day. 

9.5  p.m.  vii  Dover 

Delivery  commences  in 

Time  of  despatch  from  Paris. 

(a)  City  of  London  at 

(b)  Other  London  Districts  at 

9.45  a.m.  vi&  Calais 

11.35  a.m.  v'lk  Calais 
4.0  p.m.  vi&  Boulogne    -j 
8.40  a.m  vi&  Calais         J 
9.0.  p.m.  vi4  Dieppe 

6.20  p.m.  the  same  day. 
8.30  p.m.  the  same  day. 
7.20  a.m.  the  next  day. 
8.30  a.m.  the  next  day. 

5.40  p.m.  to  6.15  p.m.  the 
sam  day. 

7.0  a.m.  to  7.20  a.m.  the 
next  day. 

7.0.  a.m.  to  7.20  a.m.  the 
next  day. 

10.15  a.m.  to  11.15  a.m, 
the  next  day. 
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licences  Beftiied  on  the  Ground  of  their 
not  being  Wanted. 
Mb.  HENDERSON  (Durham,  Barnard 
.'astle) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  the  Home  Department  if  he  will 
tate  the  number  of  licences  which 
aagistrates  in  county  boroughs  and 
ion-county  boroughs,  respectively,  re- 
used to  renew  during  each  of  the  past 
en  years  on  the  grounds  that  they  were 
lo  longer  requiired  for  the  neighbour- 
lood ;  how  many  such  refusals  in  county 
)oroughs  and  non-county  boroughs  re- 
spectively, were  appealed  against,  and 
^hat  number  of  the  refusals  were  con- 
irmed  by  quarter  sessions. 


(Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Akers- 
Douglas.)  The  onlj  figures  which  I  can 
give  are  contained  in  the  Parliamentary 
Returns  on  the  subject.  In  the  second 
column  of  the  table  below  will  be  found 
the  numbers  of  refusals  in  boroughs  on 
the  ground  that  the  licences  were  not 
required.  It  is  not  possible  to  distinguish 
in  the  figures  of  appeals  between  these 
cases  and  refusals  on  other  grounds ;  but 
the  remaining  columns  of  the  table  show 
the  total  number  of  appeals  and  the 
results. 

Statement  with  regard  to  refusals  to 
renew  hcences : — 


• 

Licences 

refused  on  the 

sole  ground 

that  they 

were  not 

required. 

Appe 

Appeal 
dUmiued. 

als  against  all  refusals 

Appeal 
allowed. 

abandraed, 
pending,  etc. 

ToteL 

(  County  Boroughs 
1894. 

.  Non-County  Boroughs 

14 

6 

17 

7 

27 

8 

— 

44 
15 

(  County  Boroughs 
1895] 

I  Non-County  Boroughs 

2 
5 

18 

7 

10 
4 

2 

30 
11 

County  Boroughs      . 
1896 

Non-County  Boroughs 

2 
1 

17 
3 

10 

2 

2 

29 
5 

r  County  Boroughs 
1897 

Non-County  Boroughs 

10 

2 

17 

3 

12 

1 

• 

2 

30 

8 

/  County  Boroughs      .  . 
1898. 

.  Non-County  Boroughs 

8 
2 

15 
1 

22 
2 

5 

42 
3 

r  County  Boroughs     . 
1900.     . 

Non-County  Boroughs 

33      . 

8 

44 
5 

16 
5 

2 

62 
10 

County  Boroughs 
1903 

Non-County  Boroughs 

57 
35 

47 
25 

45 
34 

16 

9 

108 

1 
68 

/  County  Boroughs     . 
Total 

I  Non-County  Boroughs 

!        126 
59 

51 

142 

58 

28 
11 

345 
120 

No  Returns  were  published  for  1899  i  licensing  meetings    were     held  outside 
and  1901,  and  in  1902  no  general  annual  I  London. 
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Workhouse  Nnning—Bepoit  of 
Committee. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Crovern- 
ment  Board  what  steps,  if  any,  have 
been  taken  to  deal  with  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  on  Nursing, 
which  waB  made  in  November,  1902; 
and  whether  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  in  that  Report  are  to  be 
adopted  as  they  stand. 

{AnstDcred  by  Mr.  Walter  Long.)  As 
stated  in  the  reply  given  to  the  hon. 
Member  by  my  hon.  friend,  the  Secretarjr 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  on 
the  21st  instant,!  after  the  Report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  on  this 
subject  was  made  I  received  a  consider- 
able number  of  representations  on  points 
relating  to  their  recommendations.  I 
have  caused  these  representations  to  be 
brought  before  the  Committee,  who  have 
duly  considered  them.  I  am  now  in 
possession  of  the  views  of  the  Committee, 
and  I  will  shortly  decide  precisely  what 
course  shall  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

Valuation  and  Population  of  Proposed 
Scotch  School  Board  Districts. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire) :  To 
^sk  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  whether 
the  Paper  showing  the  population  and 
valuation  of  the  proposal  school  board 
districts  under  the  Education  Bill  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  Members  before 
Monday. 

(Answeredby  Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray.)  I 
have  been  in  communication  with  t^e 
Stationery  Office,  and  I  am  told  that  the 
Paper  will  be  delivered  in  the  Vote  Office 
to-morrow  evening. 

Naval  Speed  Trials  off  the  Coast  of  Com 
wtOl— Damage  to  Fishenes. 

Sir  lewis  MOLESWORTH  (Com- 
waU,  Bodmin) :  To  ask  the  hon.  Member 
forNorthHuntingdonshire,as  representing 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whether,  with  the  view  of  preventing 
damage  to  the  fishing  interest  on  the 
^outh  coast  of  Cornwall  from  the  pro- 
posed naval  speed  trials  near  the  shore, 
the  Government  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  first  taking  the  opinion  of  their 

t  See  page  849. 


{COMMONS}  Questions.  U32 

fishing  experts,  and  publish  the  report 
of  such  opinions. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Ailwyn  FeUcws,) 
We  have  not  previously  received  any 

'  representations  on  this  subject,  and  at 
the  moment  I  can  only  refer  to  the 
statement  recently  made  in  another  plac« 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  vith 
whom  my  noble  friend  the  Piesidentof 
the  Board  has  placed  himself  in  com- 

1  munication.  Any  evidence  which  m&j 
be  supplied  to  us  in  support  of  ti» 
suggestion  that  fishery  interests  have 
been,  or    are    likely  to  be,    advencly 

I  afiected,  will  of  course  receive  carefiil 
attention. 

I  Dog  Tax  in  Scotland. 

I      Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  To 

'  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
he  will  consider  the  expediency  of  arrang- 
ing for  the  dog  tax  in  Scotland  to  be 

:  reduced  as  in  Ireland ;  and,  if  not,  wiH 
he  state  on  what  ground  Irelaud  is  given 
a  preference  in  this  matter. 

(Answered  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,) 
I  do  not  propose  to  initiate  legislation 
for  the  assimilation  of  Ireland  to  the  r«Bt 
of  the  United  Bangdom  in  the  matter  of 
establishment  licences.  As  is  well 
known,  Ireland  is  exempt  from  payment 
of  all  these  licences;  and  the  small 
registration  tax  on  dogs,  imposed  for 
local  purposes,  is  neither  collected  by 
nor  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 


Proposed 


Alterations  in 
Tobacco. 


Drawback  on 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Perthshire,  E.) :  To 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  will  state  the  proposed  altera- 
tions in  the  drawback  on  tobacco  as 
recommended  by  the  Joint  Committee  of 
the  Customs  and  Inland  .  Revenue 
authorities  appointed  by  him. 

(AnsuKredby  Mr.  Austen  C?iambarlaii^) 
I  regret  that  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  give  the  information  desired  by  the 
hon.  Member. 

Agricultural  Banks  in  India. 
Mr.  weir  :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  if  he  wiU  state  the  num- 
ber of  agricultural  banks  in  India,  sDd 
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lie    districts    in    which    they    are  re- 
pectively  situated. 

{Anstpered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Brodrick.) 
Plie  hon.  Member  is  referred  to  the 
inswer  given  by  me  to  his  Question  on 
;he  same  subject  on  18th  February  last.t 
The  Bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
>f  agricultural  banks  has  only  just 
3ecome  law,  and  some  time  must 
lecessarily  elapse  before  its  provisions 
will  be  practically  operative,  and  before 
Eletarns  are  available  of  the  banks 
Bstablished  under  it. 

Mahony  Estate. 
Mr.  BOLAND  (Kerry,  S.) :  To  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  negotia- 
tions for  the  sale  of  the  Mahony  Estate, 
in  which  the  Gap  of  Dunloe  is  comprised, 
liave  been  completed ;  can  he  state  how 
many  applications  from  evicted  tenants 
on  that  estate  have  been  received  by  the 
Estates  Commissioners,  and  how  they 
have  been  dealt  with. 

(Anstoered  by  Mr.  Wyndham,)  I  under- 
stand that  negotiations  for  sale  have 
taken  place  between  the  owner  and 
ten'ints  of  this  estate,  but  so  far  no 
application  in  respect  of  the  property 
lias  been  made  to  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners. Seven  applications  have 
been  received  on  behalf  of  evicted  tenants 
and  will  be  considered  by  the  Com- 
missioners. 

Irish  Oonstahulary  Force  Fund. 

Mr.  SLOAN  (Belfast,  S.) :  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  members  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  retiring  on 
pension  are  entitled  according  to  Finance 
Code  656  to  4  per  cent,  on  their  pay 
from  the  Constabulary  Force  Fund,  and 
that  this  amount  was  reduced  in  March, 
1895,  to  2  per  cent,  in  consequence  of 
the  insolvency  of  the  fund  ;  will  he  say  if 
the  fund  is  now  in  a  solvent  condition, 
and  what  percentage  it  is  able  to  pay  to 
the  remaining  subscribers;  and  will  he 
direct  the  Inspector-General  to  raise  the 
percentage  in  accordance  with  the 
amount  it  is  able  to  pay. 

t  See  (4)  Debates,  cxxx.,  234. 
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(Ansivered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  The 
grant  was  calculated  at  Uie  rate  of  4  per 
cent,  between  the  years  1891  and  1895, 
and  was  reduced  to  2  per  cent,  in  the 
latter  year.  It  is  payable  only  to  mem- 
bers of  the  force  who  joined  before  18th 
June,  1883,  and  its  object  is  to  cover  the 
cost  of  expenses  incurred  when  retiring 
from  the  service.  The  fund  is  solvent. 
The  income  of  the  reward  branch  of  the 
fund,  out  of  which  the  grant  in  question 
is  paid,  is  not  derived  from  subscriptions. 
It  is  not  proposed  to  increase  the 
percentage. 

Discontent  among   Maryborough  Prison 
warders. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo,  S.) : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  discontent  exists  amongst  the 
warders  at  Maryborough  Prison  owing  to 
the  conduct  of  Chief  Warder  Murray  in 
insulting  and  abusing  the  warders  in 
presence  of  convicts  and  on  other 
occasions;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
several  warders  have  complained  to  the 
Grovernor  of  the  Prison  about  the  conduct 
of  this  man  towards  them,  he  has  re- 
ported the  matter  to  the  General  Prison 
Board ;  and,  if  so,  what  stops  have  been 
taken,  if  any,  to  prevent  the  continuation 
of  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  this  man. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Wyndtuim.)  It  is 
not  a  tact  that  discontent  exists  among 
the  warders  of  this  prison,  or  that  several 
warders  have  complained  to  the  Governor 
of  the  conduct  of  the  chief  warder.  A 
complaint  was  preferred  by  one  warder 
named  MacMahon,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
investigation  held  he  was  removed  from 
Maryborough  Prison  by  the  Prisons 
Board,  who  considered  the  warder  to  be 
unfit  for  convict  service  duty.  The  chief 
warder  performs  his  duties  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Board. 

Inspectors  of  Veterinary  Branch  of  Irish 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  JAMES  OTONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  To  ask  the  Chief  SecreUry  to  the 
Lord -Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  h^ 
can  state  the  names  and  qualificatiousof 
the  recently  appointed  inspectors  to  the 
veterinary  branch  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  for  Ireland,  also  their  ex- 
perience as  veterinary  surgeons  and  where 
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they  were  kst  employed;  whether  he 
can  state  the  names  and  qualifications  of 
the  ansuccessful  candidates;  whether 
the  appointment  of  a  veterinary  inspec- 
tor is  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction; 
and,  if  not,  can  he  give  the  name  of  the 
official  who  selects  and  recommends  the 
candidates  for  appointment  to  the 
veterinary  staff,  and  by  whom  finaUy  is 
the  appointment  ratified. 

{Ansufered  by  Mr.  Wyniham.)  Two 
appointments  have  been  made  to  the 
stc^  of  temporary  veterinary  inspectors 
since  November,  1902,  namely,  Mr.  J.  D. 
Whitty,  V.8.,  Wexford,  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Thompson,  V.S.,  Londonderry.  Mr. 
Whitty,  during  his  professional  course, 
was  the  dinner  of  six  gold  medals ;  he 
practised  at  Drogheda  and  Strabane,  and 
in  the  counties  of  Aberdeen,  Forfar,  and 
Midlothian;  he  was  last  employed  at 
Brechin.  Mr.  Thompson  has  practised 
in  the  United  States  and  in  Jjondonderry. 
It  would  be  contrary  to  practice  to  give 
the  names  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates. 
The  appointments  were  made  by  the 
Department. 

Oommission  on  Xrish  Workhouses— 
Publication  of  Evidence. 

Db.  THOMPSON  (Monaghan,  N.) :  To 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  arrange 
for  the  Departmental  Commission  on 
Irish  Workhouses  to  publish  the  evidence 
already  submitted  to  them ;  and  if  the 
Commission,  having  finished  their  investi- 
gations for  Ulster,  could  furnish  a 
Report  of  the  recommendations  they 
are  prepared  to  make  for  that  Province. 

{Answered  by  Mr,  Wyndham.)  This 
Question  only  appeared  on  the  Paper  for 
the  first  time  this  morning,  and  it  is  not 
possible  to  reply  to  it  to-day.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Member  wiU  repeat  the  Question 
on  Monday  next. 

Increased  Pensions  for  Crimean  Veterans. 
Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
Crimean  veterans  still  living ;  and 
whether  he  can  arrange  as  an  act  of 
grace  that  the  pensions  of  these  veterans 
shall  be  increased. 


{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  AmM- 
Forster.)  The  number  of  Crimean 
veterans  stUl  living  cannot  be  stated  at 
short  notice.  All  those  in  receipt  of 
small  pensions,  who  are  in  neceesitous 
circumstances,  are  now  being  granted 
special  increases  provided  that  the j  have 
either  been  wounded  or  discharged  for 
disability  or  are  at  the  present  time 
suffering  from  a  disability  clearly  due  to 
their  military  service. 

Japanese  System  of  Army  Land  Traaaport 
Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  any  ofl&oer  of  the  Army  Service 
Corps  has  been  attached  to  Sir  W. 
Nicholson  or  Sir  Ian  Hamilton  for  tikt 
purpose  of  acquiring  information  as  to 
the  Japanese  S3rstem  of  army  land 
transport. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Arnald- 
Forster.)  No  officer  of  the  Army  Service 
Coips  has  been  attached.  The  syston 
of  Army  land  transport  will  be  reported 
on  by  the  officers  who  have  been 
attached,  several  of  whom  have  had 
experience  in  dealing  with  transport, 
notably  Sir  W.  Nicholson,  who  was 
Director  of  Transport  during  the  recent 
war  in  South  Africa. 

William  Davies»  of  Dominica,T.  The  Grown 
—Delay  in  Settlement. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Wexford, 
N.) :  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  if  he  will  give  the  reason 
for  the  delay  in  the  case  brought  by  Mr. 
William  Daviee,  of  Dominica,  West 
Indies,  against  the  Crown;  and  if  he  will 
use  his  influence  to  have  the  matter 
settled  as  soon  as  possible. 

{Answered  by  Mr.  Secretary  LytteUon.) 
The  Grovernor  has  been  instructed  to 
endorse  his  consent  on  the  statement  of 
claim  as  provided  by  Section  870  of  the 
Leeward  Islands  Act,  No.  8,  of  1876,  so 
that  the  case  may  be  tried  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Leeward  Islands. 
No  complaint  has  reached  me  that  any 
avoidable  delay  has  occurred. 

Estate  Schools  in  Ceylon. 
Mb.  SCHWANN  :     To  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
any  practical  response  has  been  made  by 
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ttate  owners  in  Ceylon  to  the  infor- 
Lstion  as  to  the  terms  on  which  Gk>vem- 
lent  aid  can  be  obtained  by  planters 
>waTd8  the  establishment  of  estate 
3hook  and  procedure  ior  obtaining 
^gistration  of  them,  as  set  out  in  the 
kte  €k>vemor  Sir  West  Ridgeway's 
»tter  and  memorandum  to  the  Planters' 
issooiation  of  Ceylon,  of  16th  November  j 

iSt.  I 

I 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttelton.)  i 
have  no  information  as  to  this  par-  { 
icular  point.    Before  making  inquiry  I  j 
>ropo6e  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Re- 
>ort  of  the  Committee  on  Education, 
¥hich  the  (Governor  stated  some  weeks 
igo  was  being  printed  and  would  be  sent 
ihortly.    In  his  telegram  on  the  subject, 
lated  10th  March,  the  Qovemor  added 
bhat  steps  are  being  taken  to  submit 
definite  proposals  as  to  estate  schools. 

British-Indian  Traders  at  East  London, 
South  Afiica. 

Sib  MANCHBRJEE  BHOWNAG- 
6REE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  To  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  (.^clonics 
if  the  order  of  the  Town  Council  of  East 
London  requiring  British- Indian  traders 
to  vacate  the  town  in  fourteen  days,  re- 
garding which  he  has  called  for  an 
inquiry  and  report  from  the  local 
authorities,  will  nofc  be  enforced  until  he 
has  considered  and  given  his  decision  on 
the  report,  and  to  state  if  definite 
instructions  are  sent  out  to  hold  the 
order  in  abeyance  tiU  then;  and  if  he 
will  lay  the  Papers  on  the  subject  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

{Anstoered  by  Mr.  Secretary  Lyttelton,) 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  a  law  in  a  self-govern- 
ing colony  under  which  powers  have 
been  conferred  on  a  local  authority.  I 
am  not  able  to  lay  Papers  at  present ;  the 
(Governor  has  sent  me  a  despatch  on  the 
subject  which  is  on  its  way. 

The  Licensing  BilL 
CoLOHBL  LOCKWOOD :  To  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  will 
see  that  provision  is  made  in  the  new 
Licensing  Bill  that  any  award  made 
under  the  Act  by  way  of  compensation 
shall  be  clearly  defined  as  between  the 
licence-holder  and  the  brewer,   so  that 
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licence-holders  shall  have  every  protec- 
tion. 

(Anstoered by  Mr. A.  J.  Balfour.)  It  is,of 
course,  impossible  in  the  Licensing  Bill 
to  define  the  manner  in  which  the  rela- 
tive shares  of  the  brewer  and  the  licence- 
holder  are  to  be  determined  in  every 
case,  owing  to  the  immense  variety 
which  exists  in  the  relations  between  the 
two.  The  Bill  provides  that  the  re- 
spective shares  of  the  brewer  and  the 
licence-holder  in  the  compensation 
money  are  to  be  determined  by  quarter 
sessions,  who  will  consider  the  circum- 
stances and  determine  what  is  fair  in 
each  case,  and  give  full  consideration  to 
the  claims  of  the  licence-holder.  The 
(government  fully  recognise  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject. 


QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Birching  Boys  in  the  Navy. 
Mr.    SWIFT    MACNEILL   (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  boys  under  eighteen  are  liable  to 
birching  over  the  bare  back,  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-four  blows,  and  caning  on  the 
back,  with   clothes  on,  the   number  of 
blows  not  to  exceed  twelve ;  that  these 
punishments  are»  inflicted  by  the  ship's 
'  police,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  boys  on 
j  board  ship ;  that  the  oflences  for  which 
I  boys  are  liable  to  caning  or  birching 
comprise  every  offence  against  discipline 
and  the  slightest  faults;  and  that  it  is 
stated  in  759  of  the  King's  Regulations 
for   the    Navy    that  birches  are  to  be 
supplied  from  the    dockyard    and    the 
callings  are  to  be  inflicted  with  hght  and 
ordinary    canes,    specimens     of    these 
birches  and  canes  will  be  placed  for  the 
I  inspection  of    Members  in  one  of   the 
rooms  of  this  House ;  and  whether  the 
I  Admiralty  authorities  are    prepared  to 
!  recommend     any     alteration      in     the 
I  present  system  of  birchings  and  canings 
for  trivial  offences. 

I     ♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMIR- 
I  ALTY  (Mr.  Pretyman,  Suffolk,  Wood- 
I  bridge) :   The   answer  to  both  parts  of 
!  the  Question  is  in  the  negative. 
3  D 
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Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Am  I 
riffht  in  saying  that  these  punishments 
have  to  be  inflicted  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  boys  on  board  ship  ? 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN  :  Yes,  Sir,  that  is 
the  regulation,  but  the  hon.  Member  is 
not  absolutely  right  in  all  his  own 
particulars. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL :  I  will  give 
the  hon.  Oentleman  an  opportunity  to 
put  me  right  when  the  \ot«  for  the 
salary  of  the  First  Lord  is  debated  ? 

The  Oapture  of  Fort  niig. 
Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE  (Bristol, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  a  Question  of  which  I  have 
given  private  notice— whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  a  force  of  British  sailors  and 
Marines  has  attacked  and  captured  Fort 
lUig  in  Itahan  Somaliland  with  the  con- 
currence but  without  the  help  of  the 
Italian  men-of-war  who  were  spectators 
of  ihe  action;  for  what  reason  was  the 
attack  made,  and  if  made  to  destroy  the 
power  of  the  Mullah  who  is  now  located 
in  Italian  territory,  whether  the  attack 
ought  not  to  have  been  left  to  the 
Italians. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  latter  part  of 
the  Question  is  a  matter  of  opinion ;  but 
the  first  part  is  in  order. 

♦Mr.  PRETYMAN :  The  facts  are  aa 
stated  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  but  as  to  the  remain- 
ing part  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  answer 
it,  as  I  have  only  received  the  Question 
to-day.  I  sent  the  Question  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Secretary  for  War,  to 
whom  it  would  be  more  properly  ad- 
dressed, but  it  did  not  reach  him  in 
time.  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
give  notice  of  the  Question. 

Claim  against  the  War  OAce  by  an 
Imperial  Yeoman. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  sum 
amounting  to  about  £40  arrears  of  pay 
for  service  in  South  Africa,  due  to  Ser- 
geant W.  C.  Forster,  18th  BattaUon 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Corps,  who,  having 
served   his  full  time  with   the   colours, 


went  into  reserve,  re-enhsted,  and  volu- 
teered  after  discharge  for  South  Africa, 
has  not  yet  been  paid  him,  notwithstand- 
ing numerous  personal  applications  made 
by  him  to  the  War  Office,  and  urgwt 
letters  written  on  his  behalf  to  Loid 
Roberts,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Waf, 
and  the  War  Office;  and  what  explana- 
tion, if  any,  can  be  given  for  the  ddaj 
by  the  War  Office  in  the  payment  of 
this  sum  which  has  caused  Sergeant 
Forster  inconvenience  and  distress. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  Arnold-Forstbr,  Belfast, 
W.) !  The  hon.  Member  appears  to  be 
misinf6rmed.  The  rank  of  sergeant  was 
not  conferred  on  this  soldier,  and  it 
appears  clearly  from  the  accounts  that 
no  further  sum  is  due  to  him.  It  is  a 
fact  that  he  has  made  many  applica- 
tions to  the  War  Office  and  to  various 
individuals.  He  has,  however,  been  in- 
formed in  writing  more  than  once  of 
the  facts  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  a 
verbal  explanation  to  the  same  effect  has 
also  been  given. 

Director  of  Supplies  and  Transport 
Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  appointments  of  Director  of 
Supplies  and  Director  of  Transport  have 
yet  been  made;  and  whether,  contiarj 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Esher 
Committee,  it  is  intended  to  appoint  a 
non-expert  to  either  or  both  of  these 
posts. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLDFORSTER  :  By  Parti. 
Section  II.,  paragraph  24  of  the  Report 
of  the  Esher  Committee,  ''  the  selection 
of  miUtary  subordinates  in  each  branch 
should  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  upon  the  sole  recommendation  of 
the  responsible  member  of  the  Council.*' 
The  appointments  of  Director  of  Supplies 
and  Clothing,  and  Director  of  Transport 
and  Remounts,  have  been  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  who  is  the  chief  of  the  Depart- 
ment concerned. 

Mr.  CHARLES  HOBHOUSE:  Was  it 
not  recommended  that  these  officers 
should  be  experts  ? 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD -FORSTER:  The 
head    of      the   Department    concerned 
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'as  well  aquainted  both  with  the  recom- 
lendations  of  the  Commission,  and  with 
iie  qualifications  of  the  officers  in  ques- 
ion  before  he  made  the  appointments. 

The  New  Bifle. 
Mr.  hunt  (Shropshire,  Ludlow):  I 
eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Vat  whether  each  of  the  new  rifles  will 
e  separately  tested  by  being  shot  at 
arious  ranges,  or  whether  only  ten  out 
f  a  hundred  will  be  so  tested  as  was  the 
Drmer  custom.  I  beg  also  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether,  in  view 
f  the  fact  that  the  new  Government  rifle, 
»n  account  of  the  reduction  in  its  weight 
nd  the  increased  twist  of  the  grooving 
>f  the  barrel,  kicks  so  much  as  to 
eriously  affect  accurate  shooting,  he' 
nil  consider  the  advisability  of  dis- 
tontinuing  the  manufacture  of  this 
ifle  until  it  has  been  thoroughly  tested 
n  India. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  In  reply 
o  these  Questions,  I  have  to  say  that 
»ach  of  the  new  rifles  will  be  tested 
tnd  sighted  individually.  The  tests 
>f  the  new  rifle  have  been  completed, 
knd  there  are  no  grounds  for  discontinuing 
nanufacture.  The  twist  of  the  rifling 
las  not  been  increased  nor  the  accuracy 
>f  the  rifle  impaired  by  the  reduction 
D.  weight. 

Transvaal  Labour  Ordinance 
Mr.  HERBERT  SAMUEL  (Yorkshire, 
Cleveland):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
ary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  is 
ible  to  state  for  how  many  Chinese 
;oolies  shipping  accommodation  has  so 
ar  been  provided  by  the  agents  of  the 
Transvaal  mine-owners;  and  ^what  is 
he  rate  of  wage  which  will  be  paid  to 
he  labourers 

Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  Lyttblton,  War- 
wick and  Leamington) :  I  am  not  able  to 
lay  for  how  many  coolies  shipping 
iccommodation  has  been  provided.  I 
tm  still  in  communication  with  Ijord 
Vlilner  as  to  the  rate  of  wage. 

Mb.  HERBERT  SAMUEL:  I  beg  to 
tsk  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
]*olonies  whether  the  plan  of  bringing  to 
iong-Kong    all    the  Chinese  labourers 


enlisted  for  the  Transvaal  will  be  adhered 
to  or  whether  they  will  be  shipped  from 
other  ports  also;  whether  tha  official 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  explain  to  the 
labourers  the  terms  of  their  contracts 
has  yet  been  appointed;  and,  if  there 
is  to  be  more  than  one  port  of  em- 
barkation, whether  similar  officials  have 
been  appointed  to  each. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON  :  The  Convention 
with  China  will  provide  for  the  shipment 
of  the  labourers  from  all  the  Treaty 
ports.  An  official  will  be  appointed  at 
each  port  from  which  they  will  be 
shipped,  and  two  of  these  officials  have 
been  selected. 

Kaffir  Mortality  in  the  Witwatersrand 
Qold  Mines. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can 
now  lay  Papers  upon  the  Table  giving 
the  communications  which  have  passed 
between  himself  and  the  High  Commis- 
sioner, and  the  High  Commissioner  and 
the  owners  of  the  Witwatersrand  (Md 
Mines,  respecting  the  grievous  mortality 
of  the  Kaffirs  working  in  the  mines,  and 
also  the  promised  Returns  of  such 
mortality. 

Mr.  LYTTELTON:  I  shaU  be  in  a 
position  to  lay  Papers  very  shortly.  I 
am  waiting  for  a  report  by  Sir  G. 
Lagdei,  which  I  expect  to  receive  by 
the  next  mail. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Cambridge  Uni- 
versity): Will  the  Papers  include  the 
one  promised  as  to  the  mortality  among 
the  thousand  labourers  brought  from 
Central  Africa  t 

Mr.  LYTTELTON;  Yes,  Sir. 

Missing  Property  of  the  Late  James 
Murray. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Longfoid,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  any  reply  has  yet 
been  received  from  Lord  Milner  in  reply 
to  the  question  addressed  to  him  in 
reference  to  a  missing  sum  of  £25,  the 
property  of  the  late  James  Murray,  alias 
M'Gowan,  alias  M'Gkivan,  of  the  T^ndy 
Estate,  Rhodesia. 

3  D  2 
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BiR.  LYTTELTON :  I  have  not  yet . 
received  a  reply  to  my  inquiry,  and  will  * 
remind  I^rd  Milner. 

Income-Tax— Oonunittae  of  IniiQiiy. 

♦Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyin:  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  will  include  among 
the  subjects  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Income-tax  the  question  of  i 
the  collection  of  the  tax  in  Scotland, 
with  a  view  to  putting  the  proceedings 
in  connection  with  this  on  the  same  foot- ' 
ing  as  in  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Thk  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  AusTKN  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.)  :  No,  Sir;  this  would 
I  think,  be  a  retrograde  step.  The 
Scottish  system  is  superior  to  the  English 
system,  and,  if  there  were  to  be  any 
change,  it  should  be  in  the  opposite 
direction  to  that  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member.  But  an  examination  of  the 
merits  of  the  two  systems  would  be 
outside  the  scope  of  the  proposed  inquiry. 
As  it  arises  out  of  this  Question,  hon. 
Members  may  like  me  to  give  the  exact 
reference  to  the  Committee  which  is  to 
inquire  into  the  income-tax  system,  and 
to  state  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee,  which  I  was  unable  to  do  the 
other  day.  The  names  are  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Chairman  ;  Sir  H.  Primrose,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue;  Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Cosmo 
Bonsor,  Chairman  of  the  City  Commis- 
sioners of  Income-tax ;  Mr.  Adam  Murray, 
one  of  the  General  Commissioners  for 
Manchester,  and  joint  author  of  a  guide 
to  income-tax  practice ;  and  Mr.  W. 
Oayler,  Chief  Inspector  of  Stamps  and 
Taxes  at  Somerset  House.  The  reference 
to  the  Committee  is  as  follows: — "To 
inquire  into  and  report  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  effect  any  alteration  in  the 
system  of  the  income-tax,  as  at  present 
prescribed  and  administered,  unaer  the 
following  heads  : — (a)  the  prevention  of 
fraud  and  evasion ;  (&)  the  treatment  of 
income  derived  from  copyrights,  patent 
rights,  and  terminable  annuities ;  (c)  the 
allowances  made  in  respect  of  the  depre- 
ciation of  assets  charged  to  capital 
account;  (d)  the  system  of  computing 
profits  assessable  under  Schedule  D  on 
the  average  of  the  profits  actually  realised 
in  the  three  years  preceding  the  year  of 
assesHinent ;  (<?)  the  rules  and  regulations 
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governing  the  recovery  by  taxpayers  of 
overpayments  of  income-tax." 

♦Mr.  AINSWORTH  :  Mav  I  ask  if  the 
I  right    hon.    Gentleman    wiU    undertake 

that  whatever  (he  result  of  this  inquiiy 
I  the  system  in   the  two  countrieB   shall 

eventually  be  the  same  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Nc 
Sir ;  that  would  require  legislation,  aod  it 
would  be  of  a  very  contentious  character. 

I 

Licensed  Houses  and  the  Death  Duty. 

I  Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvii,: 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  E:^- 
j  chequer  whether,  when  the  death  duty 
!  has  been  paid  on  the  full  value  of  a 
licensed  house  based  on  the  expectati<  n, 
I  reasonably  held,  that  such  licence  would 
I  be  renewed,  and  this  licence  has  not  been 
1  renewed,  the  executors,  if  they  have  nut 
!  already  realised  the  full  value,  can  recover 
i  any  portion  of  the  duty. 


Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Ye*, 
Sir.  The  executors  can  recover  the  dutr 
if  application  be  made  before  administia- 
tion  of  the  estate  has  been  closed. 

Bducation  Act— Defitoltiiig  Authorities, 
Dr.  MACNAMARA  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Education  whether,  in  view  of  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Education  (Local 
Authority  Default)  Bill,  it  is  intended  to 
proceed  with  the  machinery  for  manda- 
musing  local  authorities  provided  in 
Section  16  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902. 

The  PARLUMENTARY  SECRE 
TARY  TO  THE  BOARD  op  EDUCATION 
(Sir  William  Anson,  Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Board  are  not  prepared 
to  make  any  definite  statement  at  present 
pn  the  point  named  in  the  hon.  Members 
Question. 

Bducation  (Local  Authority  Defitolt)  Bill 
Finance. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA :  I  beg  to  ask  thf 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  it  is  contemplated  that  the 
Education  (Local  Authority  Default) 
Bill  will  involve  mij  additional  expendi- 
ture of  Exchequer  grants  on  education; 
if  so,  whether  provision  has  been  made 
in  the  Estimates  for  1904-5;  and,  if  not. 
whether  he  will  indicate  hrom  what  source 
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the  funds  are  to  be  forthcoming  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  the  non-provided 
schools  specially  assisted  under  the  Bill 
more  efficient  than  they  are  at  present. 

Si&  WILLIAM  ANSON :  The  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  Question  is  in  the 
negative.  The  answer  to  the  last  part 
is,  I  think,  sufficiently  indicated  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 

Powers  of  De&ulting  Bducation 
Authorities. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
whether  it  is  intended  that  in  the  case  of 
non-provided  schools  specially  assisted 
under  the  Education  (Local  Authority 
Default)  Bill  the  provisions  of  Sections 
6  and  7  of  the  Education  Act  of  1902, 
as  to  the  appointment  of  managers  by 
the  local  authority,  the  veto  of  the  I 
local  authority  over  the  appointment  of 
teachers,  and  the  general  control  of  the 
local  authority  over  the  secular  instruc- 
tion given  in  such  schools,  shall  continue 
to  apply. 

Sir  WILLUM  ANSON :  I  must  again 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  For  a  detailed  explanation 
of  these,  he  must  await  the  discussion 
which  will  take  place  when  the  Bill  is 
considered  in  Committee. 

Dr.  MACNAMARA:  May  I  ask 
whether  if  a  local  authority.has  not  rate- 
aided  a  denominational  school  it  wiU 
therefore  ipso  facto  lose  its  right  to 
appoint  the  managers  under  Sections 
6  and  7  of  the  Act  of  1902  ? 

t 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON :  This  is  not 
the  time  at  which  we  can  discuss  these 
points. 

Defkulting  Bducation  Authorities  in 
Wales. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  (Carmarthen 
Boroughs) :  I  beff  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Eoucution  if  he  will  give 
particulars  and  names  of  the  local 
authorities  who  have  been  defaulters  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties  as  re- 
spects elementary  schools. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON :  "l  am  not  in 
a  position  to  give  the  information  desired. 


Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES :  May  I  ex- 
pect  an  answer  a  week  hence  t 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON  :  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  be  in  the  same  position  then. 

Roman  Catholic  Schools  in  Wales. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  u>  the  Board  of  Education 
if  he  will  state  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholic  schools,  and  children  attending 
them,  there  is  in  each  of  the  Welsh  Par- 
liamentary constituencies. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON :  The  total 
number  of  Roman  Catholic  schools  in 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  is  fifty-two. 
The  total  average  attendance  is  11,246. 
The  areas  of  Parliamentary  constituences 
are  not  recognised  for  the  purposes  of 
educational  {^ministration,  but,  if  the 
hon.  Member  desires  it,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  send  him  a  statement  giving  the 
figures  for  each  local  education  authority 
in  Wales  and^Monmouth  separately. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  Do  these  figures 
include  Monmouthshire  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON :  Yes,  they 
are  for  Wales  and  Monmouthshire. 

Government  Grants  to  Welsh  Schools. 

Mr.  ALFRED  DAVIES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Education 
if  he  will  state  the  amount  of  Govern- 
ment grants  given  to  Wales  for  educa« 
tional  purposes  during  the  last  financial 
year  under  the  old  system,  and  the  pro- 
spective amount  to  be  paid  to  the  new 
educational  authorities  in  Wales  during 
the  current  year. 

Sir  WILLIAM  ANSON :  I  presume 
that  the  hon.  Member  refers  to  grants 
paid  to  public  elementary  schools  in 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire.  The  amount 
of  these  grants  for  the  year  ending 
31st  August,  1902,  was,  roughly,  £554,000. 
No  very  accurate  estimate  can  be  made 
of  the  amount  of  the  grants  which  will 
be  paid  during  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March,  1905,  but  it  may  be  estimated 
at  approximately  £680,000.  The  increase 
is  due  partly  to  the  new  aid  grant,  and 
partly  to  a  very  considerable  increase  in 
the  average  attendance,  which  influences 
all  the  grants. 
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White  Estate,  North  Longford. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  negotia- 
tions are  pending  for  the  sale  of  the 
White  Estate  in  North  Longford; 
that  amongst  the  farms  offered  for 
sale  was  the  evicted  farm  of  Mary 
Hand,  CuUeenmore,  Qranard;  and 
that  the  planter  tenant  in  this  case  is 
only  an  eleven  months  tenant  who  has 
neither  resided  on  or  tended  the  farm 
since  he  got  it ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  direct 
the  Estates  Commissioners  to  take  Mary 
Hand's  application  into  favourable 
consideration  when  the  sale  of  this  estate 
comes  up  for  sanction. 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.,  for  Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Negotiations  are 
pending  for  the  sale  of  this  estate  but  so 
far  no  application  in  respect  of  the  pro- 
posed sale  has  been  brought  before  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  The  tenant  in 
occupation  of  the  evicted  holding  referred 
to  took  it  as  an  ordinary  tenant  in  1896, 
and  not  on  the  eleven  months  system ; 
he  resides  on  the  farm  and  works  it. 
The  application  of  Mary  Hand  will 
be  considered  by  the  Commissioners. 

Dopping  Estate,  North  Longford. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  of  Dennis  Mulligan, 
an  evicted  tenant  on  the  Dopping 
property  in  the  parish  of  Collumbkille, 
North  Longford;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  man's  house  and  farm  have 
been  taken  by  a  policeman  at  present 
serving  in  the  county  Louth;  and 
whether  the  Estates  Commissioners  intend 
to  take  any  action  towards  providing 
Mulligan  either  with  an  equivalent 
holding  elsewhere  <»*  compensating  the 
planter  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
the  evicted  tenant. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  evicted  tenant  who  is  dead,  was 
Ellen  Beglan,  not' Dennis  Mulligan.  The 
claim  of  Mulligan  appears  to  arise  from 
the  fact  that  be  is  married  to  a  niece  of 
the  evicted  tepant.  His  application  will 
be  considered  by  the  Estates  Com- 
missioners. 


Catholic  Olerka  in  the  Irish  Acrienltonl 
Departmoit. 

♦Me.  DELANY  (Queen's  Coiinty, 
Ossory) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  can  explain  how  it  is  that  the  Roman 
CathoUc  clerks  in  the  veterinary  branch 
of  the  Agricultural  Department  are  de- 
barred from  all  hope  of  promotion  or  in- 
crement of  salary,  while  certain  other 
clerks  who  were  transferred  from  that 
branch  to  Merrion  Street  offices,  were,  with 
the  exception  of  one  Roman  Cathohc, 
all  given  substantial  increases  of  salary, 
in  contradistinction  to  those  remaining 
in  the  veterinary  branch.  The  hon. 
Member  protested  against  the  insertion 
at  the  Table  of  the  word  *' Roman  "^ 
before  **  Catholic,"  without  consultation 
with  him. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  position  of  the  clerks  who  had  been 
employed  in  the  former  veterinary  de- 
partment prior  to  their  transfer  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  been 
explained  on  more  than  one  occasion  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary. 
There  is  absolutely  no  foundation  for  the 
suggestion  that  the  Department  acted  to 
the  prejudice  of  any  of  its  officials  in  con- 
sequence of  their  religious  beliefs,  which 
are  quite  unknown  to  the  Department 
and  have  never  formed  the  subject  of 
investigation. 

Haryborongh  Prison  Warders  and  Insans 
Oonvict. 

Mb.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  (Mayo, 
S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Loid-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  convict,  named 
Maurice  Sheehan,  was  beaten  by  five 
warders  in  Maryborough  Prison  by  order 
of  Chief  Warder  Murray  in  December 
last;  that  the  warders  broke  their 
batons  on  his  head ;  that  the  Grovemor 
of  the  prison  had  him  transferred  to 
Dundrum  Criminal  Asylum  with  a  view 
to  preventing  the  prisoner  from  making 
a  statement  about  the  treatment  he  was 
subjected  to ;  that  the  medical  superin- 
tendent of  the  Dundrum  Asylum  certified 
the  prisoner  as  not  insane,  and  sent  him 
back  again  to  Maryborough;  if  so,  what 
steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Oeneral 
Prisons    Board    in    this    matter;     and 
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"whether  a  sworn  inquiry  will  be  held 
in  connection  with  the  case. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
Sheehan  was  convicted  in  March,  1902, 
of  the  crime  of  breaking  into  two 
Boman  Catholic  Churches  at  Mitchels- 
itown  and  Eanturk  and  of  stealing  a  sum 
-of  money  from  the  former.  He  was  also 
-convicted  of  the  crime  of  maUcious 
^wounding.  He  was  sentenced  to  penal 
servitude  for  a  term  of  five  years.  He 
was  transferred  to  the  Dundrum  Criminal 
liUnatic  Asylum  from  Maryborough 
Prison  in  December,  1902.  He  escaped 
-horn  the  asylum  in  March,  1903,  and 
remained  at  large  for  three  months, 
when  he  was  captured  and  recommitted 
to  the  asylum.  Subsequently  he  was 
<iertified  as  sane  and  re-transferred  to 
Maryborough  Prison  on  the  24th  June, 
1903.  In  December  he  made  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  commit  suicide  by 
netting  fire  to  his  ceU.  He  made  a 
murderous  attack  on  the  warders  who 
succeeded  in  removing  him,  only  after 
much  difficulty,  from  the  burning  celL 
Be  was  examined  by  three  local  doctors 
and  by  the  medical  member  of  the 
Prisons  Board  who  pronounced  him  to 
be  a  dangerous  lunatic,  of  homicidal  and 
smcidal  tendencies,  and  he  was  sent 
back  to  Dundrum  Asylum,  where  he 
remains.  There  is  no  foundation  for  the 
statement  that  Sheehan  was  assaulted, 
as  suggested,  in  Maryborough  Prisor. 
An  allegation  to  this  effect  was  made  by 
the  convict  and,  on  investigation,  was 
proved  to  be  groundless.  It  is  not  pro- 
posed to  hold  a  further  inquiry. 

Ely  Estate,  Oounty  Fermanafh. 
Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL  (Fer- 
Tnanagh,  N^.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord-IAeutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  awttre  that  on  the  Ely 
Estate,  county  Fermanagh,  over  forty 
-decrees  have  been  recently  granted  for 
rent,  and  a  promise  given  that  they 
^ould  not  be  executed  till  after  the  2nd 
June,  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  take 
^teps  to  expedite  the  passage  of  the 
Bill  before  that  date,  so  that  the  estate 
may  be  sold  to  the  tenants. 

Mb:  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham): Fifty-five  Civil  Bill  decrees  for 
rent  were  obtained  against  tenants  on 


i  this  estate  at  the  Enniskillen  Quarter 
Sesaions.  An  intimation  has  been  given 
to  the  parties,  I  understand,  that  no 
further  steps  will  be  taken  against  them 
until  after  the  19th  May,  the  date  fixed 
for  the  collection  of  rents.  The  inquiry 
in  the  second  part  of  the  Question  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

Ballina  Boot  Manu&ctnrmg  Company. 
Mb.  EDWARD  MITCHELL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord* 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  case 
recently  heard  in  the  Chancery  Division 
of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  in  Ireland 
wherein  application  was  made  for  the 
winding-up  of  a  boot  manufacturing 
company  in  Ballina,  and  where,  in  the 
course  of  the  proceedings,  it  was  fi(tated 
that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Ireland  was  a  creditor  to  the  amount  of 
over  £500,  having  lent  that  sum  to 
subsidise  the  industry ;  and,  if  so,  will 
he  say  whether  the  lending  of  money  for 
such  an  object  is  one  of  the  objects  of 
the  Department. 

Me.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham)  :  The  Department  made  the  loan 
in  question  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
machinery  to  be  used  in  the  school  pro- 
moted by  the  Ballina  Technical  In- 
struction Committee,  and  to  be  employed 
by  the  committee,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  boot  manufacturing  company, 
n  converting  unskilled  into  skilled 
labour.  The  Department  is  empoweied 
to  provide  machinery  for  the  purposes  of 
technical  instruction. 

Dmnukieel  Bog,  Oounty  Longford 
Mb.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Estates  Commissioners  are 
bound  to  become  pubUc  trustees  for 
large  tracts  of  bog  sold  under  the  Act  of 
1903  which  are  not  in  .direct  occupation 
of  tenants,  he  will  say  if  any  application 
has  been  made  to  them  to  assume  this 
position  in  connection  with  the  Drum- 
med, county  Ix)ngford,  bog  on  the 
Granard  Estate. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
No    application  h*i9  been  made  to  the^ 
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PiBtates  Commissioneis  in  respect  of  this 
bog.     If  made  it  will  be  considered. 

Use  of  Urlingford  Union  Board  Boom  for 
Meetings. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  DEVLIN  (Kilkenny, 
N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
tothe-Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  resolu- 
tion passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Urling- 
ford Board  of  Guardians  condemning  the 
action  of  the  Ijocal  Oovemment  Boaid 
in  refusing  to  allow  a  meeting  to  be 
held  in  the  board  room  of  that  union ; 
whether  he'  is  aware  that  the  room 
was  unanimously  granted  by  the  guar- 
dians; and,  if  so,  will  he  state  why  the 
permission  granted  was  cancelled  by 
order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  decision  of  the  guardians  over- 
ruled ;  is  he  aware  that  the  promoters  of 
the  meeting  only  received  a  few  hours 
notice  that  the  permission  granted  was 
withdrawn,  thus  preventing  them  from 
securing  another  hall;  and  whether 
meetings,  having  no  connection  with 
Poor  Law  administration,  have  been 
previously  held  in  the  board  room  of  this 
union. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
On  the  31st  March  the  guardians  granted 
permission  to  the  hon.  Member  to  address 
a  meeting  in  the  board  room  of  the  work- 
house. The  Local  Government  Board 
were  not  made  aware  of  the  fact  until 
the  6th  April,  and  on  the  following  day 
the  Board  informed  the  guaidians  that 
it  had  been  decided  in  a  Court  of  Law 
that  the  woxkhouse  could  not  be  used 
for  any  purpose  unconnected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 
Previous  to  this  decision  the  workhouse 
board  room  had  been  so  used. 

Mr.  JOSEPH    DEVLIN:    Have  not 

Sir  Horace  Plunkett's  committees  held 
meetings  in  this  room  without  objec- 
tion being  raised. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  must  ask  for 
notice  of  that  Question. 

Bntson  EstatOi  County  (Hlway. 
Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to   the  Lord- 
Lieutenant   of    Ireland  what    was    the 
l^ture  of  the  agreement  entered  into  in 


May,  19Q2,  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court  by 
Birs.  Butson  for  the  purchase  of  Hit 
Abbeylands,  on  the  Butson  estate, 
county  Oalway ;  and  whether  any  Hmit 
was  put  to  the  time  within  which  the 
purchase  was  to  take  place. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  Wyhdham): 
The  agreement  entered  into  by  Mn. 
Butson  (as  trustee  for  her  son,  the  minor 
owner)  was  to  take  the  lands  of  Gzeat 
Abbey  on  the  usual  Court  tenancy  far 
seven  years.  At  the  same  time  ske 
agreed  to  purchase  the  said  lands  far 
such  sum,  not  exceeding  £12»00O,  as  the 
Land  Judge  should  declare  to  be  necessary 
to  discharge  the  incumbrances  on  the 
lands.  No  limit  of  time  was  contained 
in  the  agreement  for  completion  of  tiie 
sale,  and  the  actual  price  to  be  paid  can- 
not be  ascertained  until  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  estate  have  been  sold. 

Mr.  ROCHE  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man aware  that  this  agreement  wis 
entered  into  two  years  ago  1  Is  it  to  go 
on  for  ever  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  1 

New  College  of  Science,  DaUin. 
Mr.  NANNETTI  (Dublin.  Oolk^ 
Green):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Qiief 
Secretary  to  the  liOrd-Lientenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  materials  far 
the  erection  of  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  la3ring  of  the  foundation  stone, 
by  His  Majesty  the  King,  of  the  woposed 
new  CoUege  of  Science  in  Dublin  have 
been  imported  from  London;  whether 
he  will  give  the  name  of  the  contractor 
entrusted  with  the  work;  whether  tenders 
were  asked  for  from  Irish  builders; 
whether  the  decorations  for  the  platform 
were  also  imported;  and  whether  he 
will  take  such  steps  as  will  secure  tiie 
use  of  Irish  materials  and  local  workmea 
as  far  as  possible  in  the  erection  of  the 
building. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  or 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr. Victor  CAVMroiSHi 
Derbyshire,  W.)  Tenders  for  building 
were  invited  from  Dublin  builders,  and 
one  of  these  was  accepted.  This  includes 
all  the  builder's  work  required  in  ifrepar- 
ing  the  part  of  the  site  availaole,  as 
well  as  the  foundation  piers  on  which 
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)he  first  stone  will  rest,  and  also  the 
construction  of  the  pavilion,  approaches, 
;tc.  Messrs.  Edginton,  of  London,  have 
)een  selected  to  carry  out  the  covering 
vith  canvas  of  the  pavilion  and  covered 
^ays,  floor  and  seat  covering,  and 
ntemal  decoration.  This  class  of  work 
s  not  done  by  Dublin  firms;  but 
vith  this  exception  all  the  work  has 
)e6n  done  locall/.  Irish  materials  are 
^eing  used  as  far  as  possible. 

Dnblin  Telegraph  School. 
Me.  NANNETTI:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  if  he  is  aware  that 
the  Telegraph  School  in  DubUn  is  over- 
crowded owing  to  the  presence  there  of 
several  ladies  who  have  passed  no  ex- 
aimination,  and  that  as  a  consequence 
bhe  learners  who  have  every  right  to 
preferential  treatment  are  placed  at  a 
lisad vantage  in  the  manner  of  attaining 
proficiency  in  the  telegraph  service; 
and  can  he  say  what  object  the  Depart- 
ment has  in  view  in  so  training  these 
ladies,  or  if  it  is  his  intention  to  give  them 
appointments  in  the  instrument  room. 

The  postmaster-general  (liord 
Stanley,  Lancashire,  Westhoughton) : 
The  hon.  Member  appears  to  be  under  a 
misapprehension,  as  out  of  the  sixty- three 
persons  who  are  receiving  instruction  in 
the  Telegraph  School  in  Dublin,  not  more 
than  twenty-nine  attend  at  the  same 
time,  whereas  there  is  accommodation 
for  forty-eight.  The  attendance  of  cer- 
tain assistants  and  others — chiefly  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  worlong  at 
sub-offices — does  inot  in  any  way  place 
the  learners  as  a  disadvantage. 

Mb.  NANNETTI:  Is  there  any  chance 
of  employment  for  these  girls  ? 

Lord  STANIiEY  :  Yes,  for  the 
learners.  Those  who  are  not  learners  in 
the  technical  sense  of  the  word  are  con- 
nected with  other  post  offices  which  will 
get  the  advantage  of  the  experience  they 
are  gaining  in  the  working  of  the 
instruments,  etc. 

Dual  Working  in  the  Dnblin  Post  Olllce. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  I  beg  to  ask  th'e 
Postmaster-General  if  he  is  aware  that 
several  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists 
in  Dublin  of  five  years  service  are  now 


employed  on  dual  working  in  Dublin, 
although  they  have  been  employed  solely 
in  the  Telegraph  Department  for  some 
time ;  can  he  say  why  this  is  so,  in  view 
of  the  departmental  evidence  before  the 
present  Wages  Commission  that  dual 
working  has  only  to  be  undertaken  for 
the  first  few  years  of  service. 

Lord  STANIJiY:  The  officers  re- 
ferred to  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to 
work  on  either  postal  or  telegraph  duties 
if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  require 
them  to  do  so,  and  the  circumstances  in 
the  Dnblin  office  have  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  employ  these  officers  for  part  of 
the  day  temporarily  on  sorting  duties. 

Mr.  NANNETTI :  Is  the  noble  Lord 
aware  that  these  dual  workers  are  kept  on 
sorting  duties  for  a  year  at  a  stretch  and 
then  the  next  year  do  telegraph  work  ? 
Is  the  object  to  increase  their  efficiency  ? 

Lord  STANLEY:  Yes. 

Duties  of  the  Jrish  Postmen. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  if  he  will  state 
whether  it  is  part  of  the  .duty  of 
a  night  postman  to  do  the  work  of 
a  counter  hand  in  making  up  parcels, 
for  despatch ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
in  most  large  post  offices  in  Ireland 
postmen  are  called  upon  to  sort,  label,, 
and  cancel  stamps  on  parcels,  which  in- 
the  daytime  is  done  by  the  clerk  on 
duty ;  and  will  he  direct  that  either  snch 
work  be  done  by  the  clerk  on  duty  or 
that  extra  pay  for  the  same  be  made  to* 
the  postmen  on  night  duty. 

Lord  STANLEY:  Primary  sorting 
and  stamping  are  part  of  the  recognised 
duties  of  a  postman.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  furnish  me  with  particulars  as 
regards  the  office  at  which  a  postman  is 
employed  in  despatching  parcels,  I  wiU 
inquire  into  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  If  I  give  the  name 
of  the  postman  will  the  noble  Lord 
guarantee  he  shall  not  be  dismissed  ? 

Lord  STANLEY  :  Most  certainly,  that 
is  never  done. 

Mr.  swift  MACNEILL:  Oh,  no  ! 
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Bailwaj  Dtlajt  in  DaMin. 
FCaptaim  DONELAN  (Cork  County  ,B.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
caUed  to  the  delays  that  ooonr  at  Amiens 
Street  and  Kingsbridge  Stations  in  con- 
nection with  tha  transit  of  passengers 
and  mails  between  Kingstown  and  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  system; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  importance 
of  an  improved  connection,  he  will  press 
upon  the  companies  concerned  the 
necessity,  in  the  public  interest,  of 
coming  to  some  arrangement  by  which 
these  de]a3rs  may  be  avoided. 

Thb  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  have  been  in  communication 
for  some  time  past  with  the  railway 
companies  concerned  in  this  matter  and 
regret  that  so  far  a  satisfactory  result 
has  not  been  arrived  at.  The  Board  of 
Trade  have  no  statutory  powers  to 
compel  the  companies  to  take  action. 

Captain  DONEIAN  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  time  gained 
by  improving  the  cross  channel  service  at 
a  cost  of' £500,000  is  more  than  lost  by 
these  discredita'ble  delays  at  Amiens 
Street. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Yes,  Sir, 
And  we  are  doing  our  best  to  remedy  it. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar) :  I  have  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  there  is  any 
alteration  in  the  order  of  business 
announced  yesterday. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  FIRST 
LORD  of  the  treasury  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.):  In  conse- 
quence of  the  fact  that  we  were  not  able 
to  get  the  Report  of  all  the  Budget 
Resolutions  last  night,  I  shall  have  to 
ask  the  House  to  finish  that  stage  of 
the  Budget  next  Tuesday.  Monday 
next  remains  allocated,  so  far  as  the 
first  order  is  concerned,  to  the  Scotch 
Education  Bill.      On   Monday  week    I 


propose  to  take  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Licensing  Bill. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Cannot 
the  Cunard  Agreement  (Money)  Com- 
mittee be  taken  at  an  early  date  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  put  it  down 
as  the  second  order  for  Tuesday  ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  sooner  that 
business  is  disposed  of  the  better,  and 
I  will  consider  the  propriety  of  patdng 
it  down  as  the  second  order  on  Tneadav. 


Mr.  EDWARD  MITCHELL :  Can  th 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  any  forecast  £^ 
to  when  the  Irish  Land  Bill  is  likely  to 
be  reached? 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
much  is  gained  by  making  forecasts  of  die 
course  of  business.  In  the  first  plaee, 
it  depends  not  upon  me  but  upon  the 
powers  of  discussion  of  the  House  whether 
the  forecast  turns  out  accurate  or  not; 
and  if  it  proves  inaccurate  hon.  Members 
are  apt  to  slip  into  the  habit  of  think- 
ing that  I  have  broken  an  engage- 
ment. I  therefore  abstain  from  legislatiye 
prophecy. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.):  If  the 
Scottish  Education  debate  is  not  finished 
on  Monday  will  it  be  continued  on 
Tuesday! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  imagbe 
the  debate  on  the  Scottish  Education  Bill 
lasting  more  than  one  day ;  but,  in  any 
case,  the  following  day  must  be  under- 
stood to  be  distinctly  aUocated  to  the 
Budget. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  hope  the  n^t 
hon.  Gentleman  will  put  on  the  Paper 
as  soon  as  possible  the  terms  of  the 
Motion  with  regard  to  the  Ounard 
Agreement. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That    they    have    agreed    to — Army 
(Annual)  Bill. 
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He  regretted  that  it  was  not  propoeed 
-to  substitute  hot  water  pipes  for  steam 
pipes  and  radiating  plates  because  he 
held  that  the  working  of  the  latter  was 
most  uncomfortable  for  hon.  Members, 
and  tended  to  produce  thiist ;  but  he 
noticed  that  hon.  Members  who  were 
very  careless  about  bacteria  in  the  air 
were  particularly  careful  to  destroy  them 
in  the  water  they  consumed,  by  adding 
a  killer  of,  he  believed,  Scottish  origin. 
What  was  needed  was  a  better  supply  of 
air  for  the  Ladies',  Reporters',  and  Stran- 
gers' Galleries.  Fans  had  been  put  in 
the  I^adies'  Gallery  which  did  not  draw 
fresh  air  from  the  outside  or  expel  the 
bad  air,  while  in  the  Press  Gallery  re- 
porters had  to  work  in  a  vitiated 
atmosphere.  If  the  buildings  had  been 
under  the  Factory  Act,  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  he  believed,  would 
have  been  summoned  and  fined  for  the 
condition  in  which  they  were.  Next  to 
the  Members  of  that  House,  the  reporters 
were  the  most  important  people  in  it,  and 
he  was  therefore  very  glad  that,  notwith- 
standing the  absence  of  any  recom- 
mendation, a  sum  of  £500  had  been  put 
down  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
ventilation  in  the  Press  Gallery.  He 
hoped  that  a  larger  sum  would  be  applied 
to  that  purpose,  and  that  they  should 
very  soon  have  the  reporters  in  as  good  a 
sanitary  condition  as  themselves. 


SUPPLY  [7th  Allottbd  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBB  (Cumberland, 
^enrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

)1VIL   SERVICES    AND    REVENUE    DE- 
PARTMENTS  ESTIMATES,  1904^. 

Class  1. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £32,300,  be 
^ranted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
am  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
^hich  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
luring  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
)f  March,  1905,  for  the  Houses  of  Parha- 
nent  Buildings." 

*Mb.  WTLIE  (Dumbartonshire)  said 
le  had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
novo  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  simply 
in  order  to  call  attentioo  to  the  delay 
n  carrying  out  the  recommendatons  of 
bhe  Select  Committee  regarding  the  venti- 
lation and  sanitation  of  the  House,  and  to 
suggest  certain  additional  improvements 
wluch  the  Board  of  Works  should  carry 
out  at  the  earUest  possible  moment.  He 
ought,  perhaps,  to  apologise  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  his  persistence  in  raising  this 
question,  but  his  excuse  was  to  be  K>und 
in  his  belief  that  what  he  suggested 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  health  of  hon. 
Members,  of  the  officials  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  occupants  of  the  Press  Gallery. 
When  in  March,  1902,  the  predecessor  of 
the  present  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
concurred  in  his  (Mr.  Wylie's)  Motion 
and  promised  to  appoint,  and  did,  in 
fact,  appoint,  a  Committee  to  consider 
the  question  of  ventilation  he  was 
sanguioe  enough  to  expect  that  the 
necessary  improvements  would  be 
speedily  carried  out  and  that  by  the 
beginning  of  1903  the  House  would 
be  placed  under  better  sanitary 
conditions.  But  this  had  not  yet  been 
accomplished.  The  present  Vote,however, 
iucluded  a  sum  of  £3,000,  which  was  to  be 
spent  in  carrying  out  important  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee,  including 
the  substitution  of  electric  fans  for  the 
present  exhaust  furnaces.  He  was  glad 
that  the  antediluvian  arraDgements  in 
U8e|for  many  years  past  were  to  be  got 
rid  of,  as  they  had  proved  very  ineffective. 


Then  he  would  like  to  press  upon  the 
noble  Lord  the  hon .  Member  for  the  Chorley 
Division  the  advantage  which  might  be 
secured  by  introducing  ventilating  fans 
into  the  dining-rooms  upstairs,  and  the 
ladies'  dining-rooms  downstairs,  for 
these  rooms,  when  crowded,  and  even 
when  used  in  ordinary  circumstances,  re- 
quired better  ventilation.  He  wished  to 
say  that  the  official  responsible  for  the 
cleaning  of  the  House  was  carrying  out 
his  duties  with  great  ability,  with  -credit 
to  himself  and  with  advantage  to  the 
health  of  the  Members,  and  he  thought 
the  more  frequent  removal  of  the  matting 
for  the  purposes  of  cleansing  had  been 
of  much  benefit  and  the  vacuum 
cleaner  had  proved  a  great  success 
He  was  informed  that  no  less  than  50  lbs. 
of  dust  weekly,  or  10  lbs.  per  day,  was 
being  carried  out  of  the  House  by  means  of 
this  machine,  a  large  portion  of  which  used 
to  be  carried  out  in  the  lungs  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers.  Ii»  connection  with  the  problems  of 
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ventilation  an  inquiry  had  been  set  afoot,  | 
and  he  believed  men  of  considerable- 1 
experience  and  ability  were  conducting 
it.  They  might  hope  for  still  better  things 
in  the  future.  Looking  at  the  condition 
of  the  House  at  present  as  compared 
with  two  or  three  years  ago,  he  must 
congratulate  those  who  had  to  do  with 
the  bringing  about  of  the  marked  im- 
provement. He  went  into  this  question 
thoroughly  some  years  ago,  and  he  could 
state  that  under  the  new  arrangements 
bacteria,  which  found  a  happy  hunting 
ground  there  and  outside,  were  now 
having  a  very  bad  time  of  it.  In  the 
House  and  in  the  library  the  thorough 
daily  cleansing  and  disinfection  were 
having  a  most  beneficial  effect.  Under 
the  old  conditions  he  scarcely  understood 
how  the  Whips  andsome  regular  attenders, 
like  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark, 
existed.  They  must  have  had  constitu- 
tions perfectly  impenetrable  to  bacteria. 
With  the  improved  conditions  they  might 
now  expect  to  live  very  much  longer 
than  they  otherwiee  would  have  done. 
He  had  devoted  himself  very  persistently 
to  this  question,  but  necessity  had  com- 
pelled him  to  do  so.  He  believed  that 
in  a  few  years  this  House  would  be  a 
model  in  regard  to  sanitation,  and, 
although  he  would  not  be  there  then,  he 
would  always  have  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  he  had  contributed  to  the 
giving  of  more  sweetness  and  light  to  those 
with  whom  he  had  had  such  pleasant 
associationsjujthat  Assembly. 

♦Mb.  FREDRICK?  WILSON  {.(Norfolk, 
Mid.)  called  attention  to  the  evidence 
given  by  Dr.  Graham  Smith  before  the 
Select  <^mmittee  on  Accommodation 
which  sat  in  1901.  In  regard  to  what 
might  be  called  the  debating  chamber  it 
was  found  that  the  bacterial  organisms 
in  the  air  amounted  to  5'8  per  Utre ;  in 
Committee  Room  No.  9,with  fans  working, 
and  150  persons  present,  the  figure  was 
20*9  per  litre ;  in  the  smoking-room  at 
9ip.m.,  when  twenty-four  persons  were 
present,  the  bacterial  organisms  got  up  to 
30  per  litre ;  in  Committee  Room  No.  l,fans 
not  going,but  windows  open,and  forty-one 
present,  the  figure  was  34*6.  Dr.  Graham 
Smith  reported  that  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  Committee  rooms  and 
smoking-room  was  due  to  insufficient 
ventilation.     He  thought    some  credit 

Mr.  Wylie, 


was  due  to  the  Committee  for  the  improve- 
ment which  had  been  effected  in  ^e 
ventilation  of  the  debating  chamber. 
Speaking  of  the  time  before  the  Com- 
mittee sat,  Mr.  Francis  Fox,  C.B.,  said— 

**  If  there  are  fifty  people  in  No.  6  ConunitUe 
Room  the  air  is  not  gooa  for  more  than  tvcnty 
n^inutee  at  the  ontside.  The  eonseaoeoee  i» 
that  yon  gentlemen  are  simply  breatmng  and 
re-breathing  the  air  orer  and  over  agmin*  'vhirt 
is  absolutely  insanitary." 

But  if  that  was  the  condition  of  the 
Committee  rooms  and  the  smoking  room, 
what  must  be  the  state  of  the 
division  lobbies  when  crowded  1  There 
the  bacteria  must  be  something 
tremendous.  Hon.  Members  could  not 
always  be  in  the  debating  chamber.  H^ 
could  never  tolerate  long  sermons.  After 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  the  debating 
chamber  he  liked  to  walk  into  the  smoking- 
room  or  somewhere  else.  The  smoking- 
room,  which  was  in  an  unwholesome  con- 
dition, was  immediately  over  the  kitchen. 
The  kitchen  got  pretty  hot  about  dinner 
time,with  theresultthatthesmoking-room 
also  became  very  hot  on  account  €i  the 
fires  underneath,  and  no  amount  of 
ventilation  would  ever  make  that  room 
wholesome.  But  the  Committee  of  1901 
not  only  pronounced  the  smoking-room 
unsatisfactory,  but  the  kitchen  undv- 
neath  was  said  to  be  still  worse — so  bad. 
in  fact,  that  one  right  hon.  Member,  » 
Member  of  the  Government,  went  into  it 
and  deliberately  smashed  the  windows 
because  of  its  unwholesome  condition. 
And  if  the  smoking  and  Committee-rooms 
were  unsatisfactory,  what,  the  h<Hi. 
Member  asked,  must  the  state  of  the 
lobby  be  on  crowded  nights  !  It  must^ 
he  declared,  be  in  a  very  shocking  state. 
He  commended  the  attention  of  the 
Oovemment  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  of  1901.  It  offered  for  a 
very  reasonable  sum  to  make  a  nice  suite 
of  rooms  all  along  the  Terrace,  and  this, 
he  added,  would  make  the  House Jocreas- 
ingly  popular,  and  keep  a  majoritjjfor 
the  Government  oi  the  day.  He  suggested 
also  that  some  of  the  rooms  over  the 
present  Committee-rooms  might  be  put 
to  more  useful  purpose  than  such  as  the 
storage  of  the  Journals  of  the  House 
from  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  He  sub- 
mitted that  if  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  of  1901  were  carried  oat 
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ignored  ?  Anyone  who  read  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  must  come 
to  the  conclusion  hat  the  alterations  re- 
commended by  them  in  their  Report 
were  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interest 
of  the  hsalth  and  well-being  of  the  men 
who  spent  the  greater  portion  of  their 
lives  in  the  Hous3.  The  condition  of 
the  Members'  smoking-room  was  a  perfect 
scandal,  and  was  a  constant  menace  to 
the  health  and  well-being  of  the  Members. 
By  some  extremely  ignorant  people  this 
House  was  supposed  to  be  the  best  club 
in  the  world.  There  were  670  members 
of  this  club,  and  the  only  smoking-room 
was  situated  in  the  worst  part  of  the 
building,  over  the  kitchen,  where  the 
atmosphere  was  extremely  hot;  and 
which,  they  had  been  told  by  experts, 
was  capable  of  accommodating  not  more 
than  forty  Members.  Surely,  that  was 
state  of  affairs  that  ought  to  be  remedied 
at  once.     They  might  be  told  that  there 


[ley  would  have  a  satisfactory  House  of 
k>ninions. 

Major  EVANS  GORDON  (Tower 
lamlets,  Stepney)  said  that  in  considera- 
ion  of  the  long  delay  in  carrying  out 
he  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
le  would  move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote 
ly  £100.  He  called  attention  to  the 
itterly  inadequate  telephone accommoda- 
ion.  At  present  it  seemed  more  suitable 
or  a  third-rate  "bucket-shop"  in  the 
i^ast  End  than  for  the  House  of  Commons. 
.i  the  convenience  of  Members  was  a 
iecondary  matter,  surely  the  moral  wel- 
are  of  the  servants  should  be  considered. 
9e  had  been  pained  to  hear  language 
ised  by  grey-headed  venerable  statesmen 
>ut8ide  the  telephone  room  which  really 
night  have  been  equalled,  but  he  did 
aot  think  could  have  been  surpassed, 
luring  the  progress  of  the  Parliamentary 
Gk»lf  Handicap.  It  was  certainly  language 


accommodation  was  provided.  In  the 
Tjegislative  Assemblies  he  had  visited  in 
Paris  and  Berlin  the  telephonic  arrange- 
ments were  of  the  most  perfect  and  com- 
modious character.  He  trusted  that  his 
noble  friend  would  take  this  matter  into 


unsuitable  to  be  heard  by  the  young  was  another  smoking-room  on  the  terrace, 
people  in  charge  of  the  telephone  instru*  but  that  was  not  a  Members'  smoking- 
ments.  The  inconvenience  suffered  by  room;  it  was  constantly  filled  with 
hon.  Members  was  very  great  in  that  strangers.  There  should  be  a  Members' 
wretched  box  of  a  place  when  crowded  smoking-room  capable  of  accommodating 
with  people  who  were  trying  to  send  |  150.  The  Committee  recommended  that 
It  was  high  time  that  better  |  there    should    be   a    second    Members' 

smoking  room  on  the  terrace  where  there 

was  a  whole  series  of  rooms  between  the 

present  strangers'  room  and  the  Speaker's 

residence,  and  which  were  now  not  used 

for  any  particular  purpose.     He  asked 

the  noble  liOrd  that  that  recommenda- 

consideration   and    endeavour   to  bring  j  tion  should  be  carried  out.  Then,  although 

about  the  changes  which  were  urgently   the  ventilation  of  the  kitchen  had  been 

needed.  considerably   improved,   it  was,   in  his 

„  ^.  ,         J  /\      ijr  J  I  opinion,   still  in  a  shocking  bad  state. 

Mol^on  made,  and  Qu^tionpro^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  thought  he  was  ex- 

That  a  smn  not  exceeding  £32,200,  be  .j     ,et  them  visit  the  kitchenand 

^nted  for  the  said  Service.  -(Ma^or  ^  ^^^     ^^^^^  ^^^    ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^j^  ^^^ 

Evans-Gordon,)  i  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^g  ^^1  weather, 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) ;  ^ot  more  than  a  minute.    By  the  expendi- 

said  that  this  was  a  Vote  in  which  he  |  <^^re   of  a  small  sum  of  money  he  was 

had  always  taken  a  considerable  interest,    sure  that  something  might  be  done  to 

because,  amongst  other  reasons,  he  had  i  make   the  place  habitable.    There  was 

beenaraemberoftheHouseofCdrnmonsitto    bakery  or    workshop    in    the    city 

Accommodation  Committee.     He  agreed 


with  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid.  Norfolk 
that  it  was  extremely  regrettable  that 
the  recommendations  of  that  Committee 
had  been  mainly  ignored.  He  quite  ad- 
mitted that  one  or  two  things  contem- 
plated by  the  Committee  had  been 
carried  out,  but  why  should  all  the  rest  of 
their     recommendations      have      been 


or  worjcsnop  in  the 
where  such  arrans^ements  would  be 
allowed  to  continue  for  a  day  by  the 
Government  Inspectors  of  Workshops  and 
Factories. 

There  was  one  item  in  the  Vote 
which  gave  him  great  satisfaction. 
'At  last  something  was  to  be  done 
to  improve  the  accommodation  for  the 
gentlemen  representing  the  Press.    There 
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was  to  be  a  lilt.  Goodness  knew  it  was 
time  that  that  should  be  provided.  The 
climb  up  the  stairs  to  where  these  gentle- 
man  had  to  work  was  quite  a  severe 
piece  of  business,  and  the  absence  of 
a  lift  had  been  a  scandalous  disadyantagje, 
and  would  not  have  been  permitted  in 
any  other  Assembly  except  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  trusted  the  work  would 
be  carried  out  with  all  expedition,  and 
that  everything  else  necessary  to  im- 
prove the  accommodation  for  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Press  would  be  done. 
These  gentlemen  had  to  sit  there  just 
as  long  as  hon.  Members,  and  the  hours 
during  which  they  had  to  listen  were  far 
less  entertaining  to  them  than  to  hon. 
Members  who  did  the  talking.  He  was 
glad  to  see  that  recently  there  had  been 
some  extension  of  telephone  accommoda- 
tion. That  was  a  great  advantage. 
The  Post  Office  staff  used  to  charge  Id. 
for  the  use  of  the  telephone.  That  was 
a  mean  proceeding,  and  he  was  pleased 
that  when  a  representation  was  made 
to  the  Postmaster-General  on  the 
subject  that  charge  was  put  an  end  to. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Stepney  had  said 
that  the  telephone  service  in  the  Legis- 
lative Assemblies  in  Paris  and  Berlin  as 
superior  to  that  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  even  those  were  miles  behind  the 
accommodation  provided  for  members  of 
Congress  in  Washington.  Everjrthing 
connected  with  the  working  life  of 
members  and  officials  in  the  American 
Congress  was  infinitely  superior  to  that 
provided  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
did  not  know  why  that  should  be  so. 
The  Americans  seemed  to  think  more  of 
the  comfort  and  well-being  of  their 
representatives  than  they  did.  But  that 
was  a  matter  which  lay  with  the  House 
of  Commons  itsdf.  When  Members 
were  not  paid  a  salary  or  even  their 
travelling  expenses,  at  least  they  ought 
to  have  every  accommodation  given  to 
them  in  a  proper  way. 

He  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would 
frankly  admit  at  once  the  reasonable- 
ness of  what  he  had  said,  and  pro- 
mise that  during  the  recess  all  the 
reforms  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  carried  out.  The  re- 
commendations of  the  Ventilation  Com- 
mittee had  been  carried  out,  and  why 
not  the  recommendations  of  the  House 
of  Commons  Accommodation  Committee  1 

Mr,  William  Redmond, 


The  war  came  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  found  it  difficult  to  get  the 
money.  But  the  war  was  now  over. 
They  had,  according  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  a  flourishing  Budget,  and  the 
money  market  was  reviving,  and  that 
being  so,  the  least  thing  they  copld  do  waa 
to  make  themselves  as  comfortable  as  tiitj 
possibly  could.  Some  hon.  Members  did 
not  attend  in  the  House,  and  the  divisiixis 
showed  that  a  large  number  were  in  the 
habit  of  oniy  dropping  in  to  take  part  in 
divisions.  Inose  who  had  to  spend  their 
lives  in  the  House  of  Commons  must 
smoke  somewhere  and  they  ought  to  have 
a  suitable  smoking-room.  At  the  present 
time  they  could  hardly  ever  find  a  vacant 
seat  in  the  smoke-room,  and  they  oii^t  to 
have  some  place  provided  to  rest  them* 
selves  in.  He  appealed  to  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  to  meet  nim  fairly.  If  he  did» 
the  noble  Lord  would  hear  no  more  from 
him  upon  this  subject,  but  if  he  did  not 
he  would  hear  more  of  it. 

♦Sib  MICHAEL  FOSTER  (London 
University)  said  he  wished  to  make  a  few 
general  remarks  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  ventilation.  The  Committee  ap- 
point^ to  investigate  this  matter  had  given 
its  chief  attention  to  the  ventilation  of  the 
House  of  Commons  itself.  Those  who  had 
read  the  Report  would  see  that  the  air  of 
this  Chamber,  as  compared  with  other 
buildings  in  which  large  assemblies  of 
people  were  held,  was  very  good.  The 
air  which  they  breathed  under  ordinary 
circumstances  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  such  air  as  was 
seldom  breathed  in  other  public  buildings. 
Even  from  the  bactenological  point  of 
view  it  was  also  good,  but  in  this  respect 
they  were  dealing  with  a  difficult  subject, 
because  our  knowledge  of  bacteria  was 
far  less  than  that  of  the  chemical  con- 
stituents of  the  air.  With  reference 
to  bacteria,  he  would  remind  hon. 
Members  that  some  were  their  friends  and 
some  were  their  enemies,  and  they  did 
not  always  know  which  were  their  friends 
and  which  their  enemies.  If  a  too  sealoos 
Committee  had  decided  to  deprive  the 
air  of  the  Chamber  of  all  its  mioro> 
organisms  it  was  probable  that  the  Hoose 
would  suffer  from  such  a  complete  de- 
privation. But  although  the  air  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  found  to  be  re- 
latively good  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
content  with  air  that  was  only  relativelj 
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)d,  bat  the  air  ought  to  be  as  good 
ooukL  be  provided  with  all  the 
»dem  resources  of  science.  The  Com- 
ttee  hmd  considered  what  changes 
aid  be  made,  and  they  had  taken  in- 
consideration  the  whole  system  of 
ntilatioQ  at  present  in  use.  One 
jection  was  that  the  air  they  were 
Bathing  in  that  Chamber  was  brought 
rough  the  carpet  on  the  floor.  There 
18  another  objection  which  was  that 
e  air  was  brought  from  the  Terrace 
rough  devious  underground  passages, 
id  the  Committee  considered  whether 
ey  should  recommend  a  total  change  in 
e  system.  Several  systems  were 
rongly  urged  upon  the  Committee,  and 
I  might  rem  rk  that  whtti  a  man  had 
vented  a  particular  system  of  ventilation 
;  was  prouder  of  that  system  than 
lything  else  a  man  could  be  of.  The 
>aimittee,  however,  came  to  the  con- 
usion  that  they  could  not  re- 
>mmend  any  of  the  new  systems 
Lggested  to  them  with  the  certainty 
lat  they  would  lead  to  a  better  con- 
ition  of  things  than  they  had  at  the 
resent  time.  Therefore,  they  contented 
lemselves  with  seeing  if  they  could  not 
Lake  certain  improvements  in  the  present 
stem  pending  the  advancement  '.of  the 
;ience  of  ventilation.  They  found  that 
le  want  of  an  adequate  and  proper 
iTStem  of  ventilation  was  largely  due 
>  the  backward  systicm  of  the  science 
I  ventilation  itself » 

To  him  few  things  seemed  to 
e  more  in  want  of  ventilation  than 
be  science  of  ventilation  itself, 
nd  pending  increased  knowledge  in  this 
espect  they  desired  to  limit  themselves 
0  making  certain  obvious  improvements. 
)ne  of  these,  which  he  was  glad  to  say 
lad  already  been  put  in  force,  was  in- 
reased  cleanliness  all  over  the  House, 
ie  thought  every  hon.  Member  would 
lave  noticed  that  the  House  had  been  in  a 
\T  cleaner  condition  recently  than  it  had 
ver  been  before.  The  method  of  dealing 
vith  the  exhaust  air  was  somewhat  anti- 
quated, and  they  found  that  the  en- 
gineer had  not  adequate  control  over 
:he  supply  of  air.    They  had,  therefore, 

ecommended  that  two  new  fans  should 
be  introduced.  With  regard  to  the  system 
3f  heating,  the  artificial  means  adopted 
ippeare  i  to  be  in  past  at  least  the  cause 
>f  that    ulnessin  the  air  which  they^all 


complained  of.  •  But  the  present  state  of 
our  knowledge  did  not  permit  any  definite 
statement  as  to  the  exact  cause  of  that 
dulness  and  how  it  could  be  prevented. 
He  thought  they  wanted  a  large  in- 
quiry into  the  whole  of  this  question,  and 
until  they  had  clearer  evidence  than  they 
had  that  some  system  which  would  be 
successful  could  be  introduced  instead  of 
the  old  system,  they  thought  it  was. 
not  worth  while  to  recommend  large 
expenditure  and  they  confined  their 
recommendations  simply  to  those  im- 
provements which  they  knew  would  be 
efficient  and  would  produce  good.  They 
had  not  been  able,  for  want  of 
time  to  devote  much  attention  to 
matters  outside  the  Chamber  itself,  and  he- 
desired  to  express  tus  personal  regret 
that  the  Report  contained  no  specific^ 
recommendation  with  regard  to  the  Re- 
porters' GktUery.  He  thought  it  was. 
absolutely  impossible  by  any  scientific 
method  whatever  to  make  the  present, 
smoking-room  a  place  in  which  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  could  smoke  in  a 
good  atmosphere,  and  what  they 
wanted  was  more  complete  accommoda- 
tion. If  they  only  knew  more  about  the 
science  of  ventilation  than  they  did  he 
was  sure  they  could  supply  very  much 
better  air  in  that  Chamber  and  all  over 
the  House  than  they  were  getting  at  the 
present  time.  One  of  the  recommendations^ 
of  the  Committee  was  that  a  definite  in- 
quiry should  be  instituted  into  the  whole 
subject  of  the  ventilation  of  the  House, 
and  by  that  he  meant  an  extensive  and 
complete  inquiry  using  the  best  scientific 
power  they  could  command .  He  regretted 
to  say  that  that  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  had  not  been  carried  out. 
He  knew  that  there  was  a  small, 
inquiry  going  on,  but  what  he  meant, 
and  what  the  Committee  meant,  was  that 
there  should  be  be  a  very  distinct  and 
large  inquiry  into  the  whole  system  of 
ventilation,  using  the  House  of  Commons, 
as  an  example.  He  trusted  that  sooner - 
or  later  that  larger  inquiry  would  be 
undertaken. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,, 
Rpping)  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  accommodation  of  the  House 
at  the  present  time  was  far  from  ade- 
quate, but  it' must  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  requirements    of    the  Members  oV 
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the  House  now  were  vastly  in  excess  of 
what  they  were  a  few  years  ago.  Un- 
fortunately, whilst  the  requirements  of 
the  Members  increased  year  by  year, 
the  capacity  of  the  buikling  remained 
the  same.  The  whole  of  the  interior 
had  been  altered  from  time  to  time  and 
«very  particle  of  room  had  been  utiUsed 
without,  however,  carrying  out  all  the 
requirements  of  the  House.  He  agreed 
that  no  amount  of  ventilation  would 
render  the  smoking-room  of  use  for  any 
large  body  of  Members,  but  still  some- 
thing  had  been  done  by  turning  over 
what  was  called  the  Irish  dining-room 
to  the  use  of  smokers  after  a  certain 
hour.  He  did  not,  however,  agree  that 
the  kitchen  was  badly  ventilated.  No 
doubt  more  accommodation  was  re- 
quired, but  it  was  fairly  well  ventilated. 

Mr.  JOHN  CAMPBELL  (Armagh, 
S.)  called  attention  to  the  meagre 
iiccommodation  provided  in  the  House 
for  ladies,  and  contrasted  the  arrange- 
ments  made  by  the  House  of  Commons 
with  those  provided  by  the  Upper  House, 
which  he  stated  were  far  superior.  He 
called  attention  to  the  retention  of  the  | 
grille.  He  admitted  that  this  question  I 
had  been  raised  some  half  century  ago, 
and  that  a  predecessor  of  the  noble  Lord 
had  stated  that  he  had  taken  the  opinion 
of  some  hundreds  of  ladies  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  retention  of  the  grille,  but 
he  invited  the  noble  I-ord  to  go  up  into  the 
Ladies'  Gallery  now  and  take  the  opinion 
of  those  at  present  occupying  it,  by 
whose  verdict  he  (Mr.  Campbell)  would 
be  content  to  abide.  He  also  asked 
ior  an  annunciator  in  the  Ladies'  Gallery, 
in  order  that  ladies  should  know  who 
was  addressing  the  House. 

Mr.  H.  C.  RICHARDS  (Finsbmry, 
E.)  said,  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  ventilation,  that  all  that  was  required 
was  a  little  common  sense  on  the  part 
of  those  responsible.  Between  three  and 
^ve  in  the  afternoon  the  atmosphere  of 
the  House  was  most  oppressive  and  not 
nearly  so  free  and  pure  as  at  nine  or  ten 
at  night.  The  reason  was  plain  —in  the 
early  part  of  the  day  not  a  window  was 
open  or  a  ventilator  working.  The  bad 
ventilation  of  the  House  was  entirely 
due  to  a  lack  of  common  sense  among 
the  officials.    He  had  been  in  the  Con- 

Cclond  Lockwooi. 


ference-room'when  ithadbeenimposaible 
to  get  a  breatii  of  air  without  opening 
one  of  the  laige  windows,  and  the  an- 
v^itilated  condition  in  which  the  library 
corridors  were  allowed  to  remain  wben 
the  House  was  not  in  season  was,  in  his 
opinion,  largely  the  cause  of  the  aheenct 
of  so  many  Members  throu^  indis- 
position early  in  the  sessions.  The 
Committee-rooms  were  more  unheaJthy 
than  a  Court  presided  over  by  a  Judge 
of  eighty  years  of  age,  who  kept  the 
temperature  at  such  a  height  as  to  make  it 
uncomfortable  for  everybody  but  himself. 
What  was  wanted  in  the  Committee 
rooms  was  a  through  current  of  air— t 
draught  of  fresh  air  running  tbroogh 
them.  They  were  the  worst  ventilated 
rooms  for  a  tribunal  in  any  Legisktire 
Assembly  in  the  world.  He  agreed  that 
the  condition  of  the  tea-room  was  fear- 
ful. With  regard  to  the  accommodatioD 
for  ladies,  he  thought  the  first  thing  to 
do  was  to  provide  for  the  Members  and 
let  the  ladies  shift  for  themselves.  The 
House  was  not  called  together  to  giTe 
dinners  downstairs  and  teas  on  the 
terrace.  In  his  opinion  the  best  thing  to 
do  would  be  to  discourage  female  attend 
ance  at  the  House,  and  then  perhaps 
hon.  Members  would  be  more  in  attend- 
ance in  the  Chamber.  He  objected  to 
the  House  of  Commons  being  made  a 
place  for  social  gatherings.  So  far  from  the 
House  of  Commons  being  the  best  club 
in  the  world,  it  was  the  worst  to  which 
he  belonged,  and  certainly  the  moet 
expensive.  He  appealed  to  the  noble 
Lord  to  see  that  the  attention  of  the 
officials  was  called  to  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere  in  the  House  itself,  and  to 
the  condition  of  the  other  rooms  to 
which  reference  had  been  made.  In 
those  portions  of  the  building  where 
Members  were  compelled  to  be,  they  had 
a  right  to  demand  that  they  should  be 
enabled  to  live  under  healthy  conditions. 

Dr.  FARQUH ARSON  (Aberdeenshire. 
W.)  said  that  considering  the  construc- 
tion of  the  House  it  was  surprising  that 
the  ventilation  should  be  as  good  as  it 
WAS.  He  remembered  that  the  Com 
mittee  on  Ventilation,  in  the  course  of 
their  labours,  had  great  difficulty,  omn 
to  absence  of  plans,  in  findfing  out 
where  the  drains  really  went,  and  oie 
of  the  discoveries  they  made  was,  that 
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was  aware  that  the  present  was  not  a 
favourable  opportunity  on  which  to  ask 
for  money  for  decorative  purposes,  but  if 
any  patriotic  gentlemen  were  willing  to 
provide  the  plaques  at  their  own  cost  he 
would  guarantee  to  find  an  excellent 
artist — hailing  from  Aberdeen — who 
would  do  the  work  both  cheaply  and 
well. 


Members  were  actually  breathing  sewer- 
gas.  That  condition  of  things,  combined 
with  the  late  hours  which  the  House 
used  to  keep,  made  him  wonder  that  any 
Uembers  were  left  to  tell  the  tale.  It 
was  probably  a  case  of  the  survival  of 
the  fittest.  He  deeply  sympathised  with 
the  occupants  of  the  Ladies*  Gallery; 
their  lot  was,  indeed,  not  a  happy  one. 
If  the  House  would  appoint  him  a  sub- 
Committee,  with  power  to  add  to 
liis  number,  he,  accompanied  by  some 
jther  intrepid  Members,  preferably 
tnarried  men,  would  be  glad  to  proceed 
Ui  the  Ladies'  (Gallery  and  take  a  census 
of  the  opinions  of  the  ladies  as  to 
wrhether  the  grille  should  be  removed, 
ind  as  to  the  conditions  under  which  they 
eirould  prefer  to  carry  out  their  difficult 
task  of  following  the  debates.  A  great 
leal  had  been  heard  of  the  objective 
condition  of  the  atmosphere  in  the 
Bouse;  but  what  Members  were 
interested  in  was  not  so  much  the  objec- 
tive as  the  subjective  conditions.  He 
believed  that  much  of  the  depression  to 
^hicE  Members  were  subject  was  due  to 
the  condition  of  mental  inertia  to  which 
bhey  were  reduced  after  a  long  day  in 
the  House.  Members  sat  there  for  hours 
Icing  nothing  beyond  vainly  endeavour- 
ing to  catch  the  Speaker's  eye.  That 
was  a  terribly  worrying  process,  and  was 
largely  responsible  for  the  lack  of 
capacity  for  work  which  so  many  hon. 
Grentlemen  experienced.  He  fully  agreed 
IS  to  the  desirability  of  better  accommo- 
lation  in  the  smoking-room  and  the  tea- 
room. The  great  object  of  the  authorities 
3Ught  to  be  to  induce  men  to  remain  in 
bhe  House  instead  of  causing  them  to  go 
elsewhere  by  the  lack  of  reasonable 
accommodation.  The  feeding  arrange- 
ments wer^  much  better  than  was 
Formerly  the  case,  and  the  2s.  dinner 
was  a  perfect  marvel.  As  to  the  artistic 
decoration  of  the  House,  much  remained 
to  be  done  before  the  House  would  be, 
\s  it  ought  to  be,  a  treasury  of  art,  both 
in  painting  and  sculpture.  In  this  con- 
aection,  he  desired  to  render  his 
appreciative  thanks  to  Professor  Church 
who  had  so  kindly — and,  he  believed, 
gratuitiously — given  his  valuable  services 
in  restoring  the  frescoes,  many  of  which 
[lad  fallen  into  a  very  bad  condition. 
Two  more  plaques — one  Scotch  and  one 
Tish — were  wanted  in  the  lobby.  He 
VOL.  CXXXIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  MILDMAY  (Devonshire,  Totnes) 
thought  it  was  little  short  of  scandalous 
that  some  better  method  of  taking 
divisions  should  not  have  been  devised. 
At  present  Members  were  jammed 
together  at  one  end  of  the  lobby  while 
the  House  was  being  cleared,  with  the 
result  that  they  were  breathing  one 
another's  exhalations,  and  it  should  be 
remembered  that  towards  the  end  of  the 
session  the  health  of  many  Members  was 
not  in  the  best  possible  state.  The 
position  was  very  disagreeable  in  another 
sense,  because  Members  frequently  found 
themselves  next  to  their  most  importu- 
nate acquaintances  from  whom  they 
could  not  then  escape.  An  improvement 
might  be  efEected  by  recurring  to  the 
system  which,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Croydon,  was  tried  for  a  session, 
and  by  which  Members  proceeded 
straightway  through  the  lobbies  with- 
out any  disagreeable  waiting  at  the 
doors.  There  might  be  some  slight 
structural  alteration  made  which  would 
provide  them  with  an  exit  from  the 
Outer  Lobby,  and  in  that  way  they 
would  get  rid  of  the  disagreeable  wait  he 
had  complained  of,  and  they  would  save 
a  good  deal  of  time.  He  thought  some 
alteration,  at  any  rate  in  this  particular, 
was  really  very  necessary,  whether 
they  accepted  his  suggestion  or  not, 
because  nothing  could  be  more  disagree- 
able than  the  way  divisions  were  taken 
at  the  present  time.  As  to  the  question 
of  ventilation,  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
University  of  London  had  condemned 
their  present  system.  At  the  present 
time  all  the  fresh  air  that  came  into  that 
Chamber  was  pumped  up  through  the 
matting  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  upon 
which  Members  deposited  the  filth  from 
the  streets  through  walking  upon  it.  If 
the  Committee  would  report  against  this 
system  he  was  sure  they  would  have  the 
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hearty    support  of    the    whole   of    the 
House. 

Mr.  GODDARD  (Ipewich)  said  that 
a  more  important  question  than  ventila* 
tion  was  the  safety  of  the  House  of 
Commons  buildings  from  fire.  A  Uttle 
time  ago  a  proposal  was  made  with 
regard  to  the  safeguarding  of  the  House 
of  Commons  buildings  from  fire,  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Metropolitan  Fire 
B'-igade.  Soon  after  this  proposal  was 
ni  de,  the  sum  of  £1,400  was  voted 
as  a  Supplementary  Estimate  on  the 
recommendiition  of  the  Chief  Officer  of 
the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade,  but  he 
noticed,  although  at  that  time  the  matter 
was  considered  urgent,  only  £611  was 
expended,  and  it  was  stated,  in  a  note  of 
explanation,  that  it  had  not  been  found 
^possible  to  give  full  effect  during  the  year 
to  all  the  recommend>itions  of  the  Chief 
Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade.  He  had 
tried  to  find  the  balance  in  the  following 
year's  Estimates,  but  no  such  Vote  had 
been  taken  last  year  nor  was  it  in 
the  Estimates  this  year.  He  supposed, 
therefore,  that  those  recommendations 
i¥ere  not  going  to  be  carried  out,  and 
•either  there  had  been  a  mistake  in  assum- 
ing that  the  matter  was  urgent  or  else 
more  money  had  been  asked  for  than  had 
heen  found  to  be  necessary.  As  the 
House  voted  this  money  for  this  distinct 
purpose,  he  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
know  why  those  recommendations  were 
not  carried  out,  and  why  money  had  not 
been  taken  to  complete  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade. 

♦Colonel  STOPFORD  SACKVILLE 

'(Northamptonshire,  N.)  said  he  could  not 
understand  what  must  be  the  feeling  of 
the  stranger  who  came  into  the  mast 
central  part  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
and  found  only  two  mosaics.  He  thought 
the  noble  Lord  might  afford  a  little  more 
money  to  fill  in  those  terrible  gaps  in  the 
central  part  of  the  House.  In  thirty-six 
years  since  he  first  entered  the  House 
only  one  additional  mosaic  had  been 
placed  in  the  Central  Hall,  viz.,  that 
representing  St.  David.  He  joined  in 
the  appeal  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Aberdeenshire  that  the  Patron 
saints  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  should  be 
inserted  in  the  vacant  panels. 

Mr.  Mildtnay. 


Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)said  that  what  in  his  opinion  was 
wanted  to  purify  the  atmosphere  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  a  general  election, 
because  there  were  too  m<*ny  hon. 
Members  on  the  Benches  opposite. 
There  was  one  complaint  he  had  to 
make.  The  door  behind  the  Speaker's 
Chair  was  extremely  inconvenient,  and 
common  Members  of  Parliament  like 
himself  had  to  tap  at  that  door  to  get  it 
opened  whilst  Members  sitting  on  the 
^ont  Bench  were  provided  with  a  ke?. 
["No,  no!"]  At  any  rate.  Cabinet 
Ministers  were  provided  with  keys,  and 
he  thought  all  Members  of  Parliament 
ought  to  have  the  same  privilege,  becanse 
at  present  it  was  a  regular  nuisance  and 
the  door  might  be  kept  open.  Then 
there  was  the  ridiculous  notion  of  keep- 
ing the  door  leading  into  the  cloak-room 
locked  during  a  division.  This  was  too 
ridiculous  for  words,  and  if  the  Whips 
could  not  keep  their  Party  in  order  why 
did  they  not  employ  a  couple  of  police- 
men? After  hon.  Members  passed 
through  the  lobby  and  got  into 
the  central  lobby,  why  they  shonld  not 
be  permitted  to  go  straight  into  the  clotk- 
room  he  could  not  ui^erstand.  If  the 
noble  Lord  would  give  them  free  ingress 
and  egress  behind  the  Speaker's  Chflir, 
and  open  the  door  going  straight  down 
into  the  cloak-room,  it  would  be  a  great 
convenience  to  hon.  Members. 

Mr.  peel  (Manchester,  S.)  com- 
plained that  in  the  library  they  were  con- 
stantly unable  to  find  a  place  to  sit  down 
to  work.  He  desired  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  if  more  provision  could  not  be  made 
in  that  respect ;  he  was  afraid,  however, 
that  they  would  get  very  little  sympathy 
in  that  matter,  because  Iffinisters  had 
their  own  private  rooms. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
nkeston)  said  this  debate  had  been 
fruitful  in  eliciting  a  useful  speech  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  University  of 
London,  and  he  was  delighted  to  find 
that  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  call  for  any  great  amount 
of  expenditure.  Nearly  every  hon. 
Member  had  been  calling  out  for  expen- 
sive alterations,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country  but  for  the  comfort  of  hon. 
Members     of    the    House.     One   point, 
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however,  had  been  brought  out,  and 
that  was  that  the  atmosphere  of  the 
Chamber  was  as  good  as  the  atmosphere 
of  any  public  assembly  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  experiments  which 
had  been  made  recently  bore  out  that 
contention  on  scientific  grounds.  As 
regarded  the  Chamber  itself  they  had  no 
ground  to  complain  of  the  condition  of 
the  atmosphere.  The  improvements 
made  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  in 
regard  to  introducing  the  air  under  the 
seats  might  be  extended  to  the  Opposi- 
tion side.  There  was  one  point  which 
had  been  brought  out  which  he  had 
3ontended  for  more  than  once,  and  it  was 
that  they  did  not  want  so  much  changes 
3f  structure  as  more  attention  to  cleanli- 
less.  He  was  delighted  that  the  House 
lad  been  made  cleaner  that  it  ever  was 
n  his  recollection  before.  There  were, 
lowever,  various  portions  of  the  Press 
jkilbry  which  had  not  been  attended  to 
n  this  respect,  and  one  place  he  desired 
o  mention  was  what  was  known  in  the 
Press  Gallery  as  the  black  room,  the 
surroundings  of  which  were  not  a  credit 
o  the  House  of  Commons.  He  hoped 
he  improved  method  of  cleaning  which 
lad  been  adopted  would  be  continued, 
>ecau8e  if  they  kept  the  building  clean 
hey  would  do  a  good  deal  to  improve 
he  genera]  condition  of  the  House.  He 
bought  the  cleanliness  might  be  ex- 
ended  to  the  outside  structure.  One 
mprovement  he  had  noticed  was  that  the 
etmps  had  been  cleaned  along  the  front 
»f  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  was  an  improvement. 

He  was  delighted  that  lately  some  en- 
erprise  had  been  shown  in  introducing 
icandescent  lamps  in  some  of  the  courts 
f  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  The 
ghting  was  worse  than  that  of  any 
lunicipal  building  in  the  country.  This 
7SLS  brought  out  strikingly  when  one 
T^alked  into  the  street  under  the  jurisdic- 
ion  of  the  City  of  Westminster  where 
here  was  a  system  of  lighting  which  was 
lodern  compared  with  the  almost  anti- 
uated  system  which  was  used  to  light  the 
pproaches  to  the  House  of  Commons 
nd  the  House  of  Lords.  He  hoped  the 
oble  Lord  would  give  an  assurance  that 
he  matter  would  be  remedied  in  the  near 
iiture.  In  regard  to  the  warming  of  the 
>om8  he  said  the  temperature  was  ex- 
eedingly  irregular.      The  temperature 


of  the  reading-room,  smoking-room,  and 
tea-room  had  risen  to  sixty-seven  and 
sixty-eight,  and  on  one  occasion  to  sixty- 
nine.  That  was  a  dangerous  condition 
for  Members  who  had  to  go  out  of  those 
rooms  into  the  cold  temperature  outside. 
That  was  how  they  caught  chills.  He 
should  Uke  those  who  had  charge  of  the 
thermometers  to  give  a  little  more  care 
and  attention  to  that  matter.  The 
smoking  accommodation  was  really  a 
disgrace,  and  it  ought  to  be  improved, 
because,  after  all,  the  amenities  in  connec- 
tion with  one's  duty  in  the  House  were 
really  things  which  ought  to  be  looked 
after,  in  order  to  keep  Members  within 
the  reach  of  the  division  bell.  He  did 
feel  that  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  been  treated  rather  badly  in  re- 
cent years  in  regard  to  accommodation .  A 
large  number  of  rooms  had  been  taken 
away  from  officers  of  the  House,  and  this 
proceeding  had  not  given  Members  of  the 
House  any  advantage.  With  a  selfishness 
which  was  almost  monumental,  Ministers 
had  kept  all  these  good  things  to  them- 
selves, and  they  had  now  an  opportunity 
of  revelling  in  much  better  rooms  than 
their  predecessors  ever  dreamt  of.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  attendance  on 
the  Treasury  Bench  was  much  worse  now 
than  it  ever  was  before.  He  thought 
Ministers  ought  to  exercise  self-denial  and 
give  up  some  of  the  extra  space  they 
now  occupied  for  the  benefit  of 
Members  of  the  House.  They  might 
then  get  an  adequate  smoking-room, 
a  room  where  one  could  write  with  com- 
fort, and  a  tea-room  where  a  refreshing 
beverage  might  be  taken  in  a  not  exces- 
sive temperature. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  the  matter  of  the  door 
behind  the  Chair  and  the  doors  in  the 
lobby  was  one  over  which  the  Office  of 
Works  had  no  control  whatever. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  Who  is  responsible  ? 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  he  was  not. 
The  Minister  in  charge  of  a  Vote  was 
only  responsible  for  matters  included  in 
that  Vote.  He  could  not  say  who  was 
responsible  for  the  matter  to  which  the 
hon.  Member.had  referred.  With  regard  to 
the  suggestion  that  a  change  should  be 
made  in  the    system    in    the    division 
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lobbies,  he  did  not  think  the  Office 
of  Works  would  be  justified,  on 
its  own  volition,  in  proposing  to 
revolutionise  a  system  which,  however 
imperfect,  had  lasted  a  good  many  years. 
If  the  House  were  to  direct  that  a  new 
system  should  be  adopted,  the  Office 
of  Works  would  carry  out  any  instruc- 
tions given  in  that  respect.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Ilkeston  Division  had 
complained  of  the  lamps  outside.  He 
had  never  heard  a  complaint  about  that 
matter  before.  The  hon.  Member  had  also 
complained  of  the  variation  of  the  tempera- 
ture. The  temperature  no  doubt  varied 
here  just  as  it  did  outside  the  Houses  of 
ParUament,  but  hon.  Members  must  in 
fairness  recollect  that  what  was  hot  for 
one  Member  was  exceedingly  cool 
for  another.  Varied  temperaments  had 
to  be  met,  and  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  satisfy  alL  The  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich  had  asked  about  the  fire  protec- 
tion arrangements.  He  was  perfectly 
correct  in  saying  that  a  Vote  was  taken 
which  was  not  entirely  expended,  and 
that  next  year  it  was  not  placed  on  the 
Paper.  The  entire  reconmiendations  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Fire  Brigade  were 
carried  out.  The  balance  of  the  cost  had 
been  defrayed  out  of  savings  on  other 
Votes.  The  whole  of  that  question  had 
been  before  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GODDARD  :  The  money  that  was 
voted  was  not  really  expended. 

Lord  BALCARRES  said  it  was  ex- 
pended later  on.  His  hon.  friend  had 
asked  about  the  mosaics  in  the  outer 
lobby.  If  the  Treasury  would  provide 
the  money,  the  Office  of  Works  would  pro 
vide  the  mosaics.  In  regard  to  the  Ladies' 
Gallery  two  suggestions  had  been  made, 
namely,  that  the  grille  should  be  removed, 
apd  that  an  annunciator  should  be  pro- 
vided. His  own  experience  was  that  ladies 
who  applied  for  admission  to  the  Ladies' 
Gallery  would  prefer  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made.  That  was  also  the  im- 
pression of  hon.  friends  to  whom  he  had 
spoken  on  the  subject.  In  the  absence  of 
proof  that  the  grille  was  a  nuisance,  he  did 
not  think  they  could  be  reasonably 
called  upon  to  make  that  altera- 
tion. All  annunciator  was  a  noisy 
thing,  but  two   annunciators  would  be 

Lord  Balcarres, 


required  as  there  were  too  gaO^fls. 
He  agreed  with  a  great  deal  ol  what 
was  said  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Clare,  but  he  would  remind  him  that  the 
Select  Committee  on  Accommodation  a 
few  years  ago  recommended  the  outlay  of 
a  large  sum  of  money  on  certain  alteratioDi 
and  improvements,  but  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  at  the  time,  in  view  of 
the  cost  which  would  have  been  involved, 
did  not  support  the  proposals.  He 
admitted  as  freely  as  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  whole  question  of  accommoda- 
tion, not  merely  for  smoking  and  dining- 
rooms,  but  for  other  purposes  was  one  of 
very  urgent  importance.  He  had  no 
announcement  to  make  on  the  subject. 
but  the  First  Commissioner  of  Worb 
realised  that  there  were  difficulties  witli 
respect  to  the  accommodation  for  ^ 
Press,  secretaries,  and  shorthand  writes. 
Hon.  Members  were  aware  there  was  a 
plan  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  tite 
tea-room.  If  any  hon.  Member  would 
refer  to  the  plan  and  find  where  ther^ 
was  a  vacant  room  available  for  any  of 
the  purposes  to  which  allusion  had  bees 
made  suggestions  on  the  subject  would 
be  considered.  The  fact  was  that  at 
present  there  was  only  one  unoccnpied 
room  in  the  premises.  It  was  twelve 
feet  long  by  sir  feet  broad.  There  were 
rooms  above  the  Committee-rooms,  and 
he  imagined  that  it  was  in  that  direction 
the  extension  of  the  accommodatM»i 
could  be  made.  In  the  Estimates  for  the 
year  a  considerable  sum  was  tak^  for 
I  the  improvement  of  the  accommodation, 
:  chiefly  in  regard  to  the  Press  Galler/. 

I    As  to  ventilation,  he  would  only  deal^itli 

'  what  the  Select  Committee  recommended. 

i  What  they  had  got  to  do  was  to  place 

!  within     the     House     air     of    sufficient 

I  quantity,   proper  purity,  and  moderate 

;  temperature,  and  to  distribute  it  as  beet 

I  they  could   and  finally   to  disperse  die 

I  impure  air.     The  air  was  drawn  into  a 

large  chamber  from  the  Terrace  and  by 

a  long  passage  underneath  the  Cromwell 

Statue  where  it  was  heated  in  winter 

and  cooled  in    summer,   and,   in  foggr 

weather,   driven    through    cotton  wool 

and    thence    distributed    all    over  the 

House.     The  system,  no  doubt,  was  ope'i 

to  the  objection  that  the  air  they  con- 

simied   arose  from  their  fest;   but  the 

hon.  Member  who  raised  this  question. 
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nd  those  who  supported  him,  had  never 
een  able  to  propose  an  alternative  solu- 
ion  of  the  problem.  The  only  alter- 
LStive  scheme  that  had  been  suggested 
/as  that  mentioned  in  page  5  of  the 
lexK)rt,  the  ruling  feature  of  which  was 
hat  no  doors  should  ever  be  open.  But 
onsidering  that  there  were  seventeen 
loors  into  the  Chamber  it  was  impossible 
ither  to  control  them,  or  to  open  the 
windows,  and  it  would  be  out  of  the 
[uestion  to  reverse  the  system  by  which 
Lon.  Members  entered  the  Chamber.  The 
Tommittee  had  pointed  out  various 
eatures  in  which  the  system  could  be 
mproved,  and  he  had  concurred  in 
naking  those  improvements.  At  the 
}re8ent  moment  the  air  coming  into  the 
!?hamber  was  afterwards  drawn 
through  openings  in  the  glass  ceiling 
^here  the  gas,  which  was  their  illu- 
ninant,  served  as  the  motive  power. 
Chen  it  went  up  through  an  exhaust 
chamber  above  the  public  gallery 
ind  by  that  means  was  thrown  into  the 
>pen  air.  The  hon.  Member  had  sug- 
gested that  the  furnaces  should  be  done 
iway  with ;  but  it  had  not  been  possible 
bo  adopt  that  suggestion,  for  the  immedi- 
ate result  would  have  been  that  the  ex- 
haust air  would  have  been  drawn  up  to 
the  Ladies'  Gallery  and  would  have 
Gksphyxiated  the  Press  in  their  gallery. 
It  had  been  further  suggested  that  the 
channels  through  which  the  air  was 
carried  should  be  simplified.  That  was 
going  to  be  done.  Then  the  air  was  to 
be  purified  by  being  forced  through  three 
streams  of  water.  The  intake  fan  would 
be  made  more  powerful.  One  of  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Committee  was 
now  being  actually  carried  out  as  to  the 
more  frequent  removal,  for  the  purposes 
of  cleansing,  of  the  matting  on  the  floor. 
Hon.  Members  should  realise  that 
although  they  had  been  complaining  for 
years  about  the  ventilation  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  diseases  from  which 
they  suffered  were  of  a  zymotic  character 
rather  than  those  resulting  from  bad  air. 
Daring  the  last  few  years  progress  had 
been  made  in  tracing  the  origin  of 
zymotic  disease.  The  matting  was  going 
to  be  replaced  by  a  matting  of  a  superior 
character,  and  that  had  been  provided 
for  in  the  Estimate  before  the  Com- 
mittee. A  disinfecting  chamber  was 
arranged  for  wWe  the  matting  would  be 


frequently  cleansed,  and,  by  adopting 
the  vacuum  system  of  cleaning,  an  enor- 
mous improvement  would  be  ^ected  in 
all  the  cleaning  operations  in  the  House. 

When  hon.  Members  complained  that 
the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  House 
were  such  as  would  be  invariably  con- 
demned by  the  factory  inspectors, 
they  very  greatly  exaggerated  the  state 
of  things.  He  maintained  that  the 
ventilation  and  cleansing  of  the  House 
was  infinitely  better  than  in  any  theatre, 
ohnrch,  or  public  building  at  home  or 
abroad.  Moreover,  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  face  were  very  much  greater. 
The  session  was  very  much  longer,  and 
there  was  a  constant  movement  in  every 
part  of  the  House  which  made  it  very 
difficult  to  carry  out  cleansing  improve- 
ments. He,  therefore,  claimed  that 
enormous  improvements  had  been 
recently  made,  and  when,  as  he  hoped, 
it  was  possible  to  extend  the  system  of 
vacuum  cleaning  still  further,  every 
nuisance  would  be  removed  to  all  intents 
and  purposes.  The  hon.  Member  had 
d)ne  good  service,  in  conjunction  with 
his  Committee,  in  this  matter,  with  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  Gordon,  who  had  placed 
his  services  at  their  disposal.  The 
Office  of  Works  were,  however,  prepared 
to  allow  further  claims  for  bacteriologi- 
cal investigations,  but  he  asked  for  a 
sum  of  money  to  continue  those  scientific 
iuvestigatioDs  not  dealing  primarily  with 
our  own  problem,  but  with  the  problems 
from  a  general  point  of  view.  That  was 
the  reason  why  his  hon.  friend  had  to 
complain  of  the  delay  in  carrying  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee. 
At  the  end  of  July  or  the  beginning  of 
August  last,  formal  sanction  had  been 
obtained  from  the  Treasury  to  carry 
out  the  work ;  but  the  Office  of  Works 
concluded  that  further  general  inquiry 
should  be  made  into  the  whole  of  this 
delicate  problem.  Therefore,  in  Novem- 
ber, an  Estimate  was  framed  for  £3,000, 
which  he  now  asked  the  Committee  to 
sanction,  for  further  research  which  it 
was  reasonably  hoped  would  be  for  the 
benefit  not  only  of  the  House  of  Commons 
but  of  other  institutions  in  the  country. 

WMajor  EVANS '{GORDON  ilttWhat 
about  the  telephone  service  ? 
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Lord  BALCARRES  said  that  as 
regaided  the  telephone  service,  lifts, 
further  accommodation,  and  the  news- 
paper room,  much  was  to  be  desired  in 
a  general  way,  and  the  Office  of  Works 
was  very  anxious  to  do  what  they  could. 

B  -  • 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottin^amshire, 
RushclifEe)  said  that  the  Committee  must 
feel  that  they  had  had  a  most  interest- 
ing discussion,  and  that  they  were 
indebted  to  the  noble  Lord  for  the  very 
clear  way  in  which  he  had  explained  the 
manner  in  which  the  various  suggestions 
of  the  two  Committees  had  been  earned 
out.  Anyone  who  had  investigated  the 
ventilation  of  the  House  must  feel  that 
it  had  been  originally  carried  out  on  a 
system  with  which  tricks  could  not  be 
played.  It  would  be,  in  his  opinion, 
dangerous  to  meddle  with,  or  to  recast 
completely,  the  system  as  a  whole,  though 
here  and  there  improvements  might  be 
carried  out.  As  to  accommodation  he 
could  not  say  that  he  was  a  non-smoker, 
although  he  seldom  visited  the  smoking- 
room;  but  when  he  did  go  there  oc- 
casionally he  must  confess  that  he  found 
the  atmosphere  absolutely  unbearable. 
He  understood  that  the' noble  Lord  was 
giving  his  serious  attention  to  the  whole 
question  of  accommodation  in  all  respects, 
with  a  view,  if  at  all  possible,  to  make 
further  improvements.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  resources  of  civilisation 
were  exhausted  yet  in  that  direction. 
He  believed  that  the  House  of  Commons 
had  not  come  ofi  second  best  in  recasting 
the  accommodation  for  Ministers  of  high 
degree.  One  aspect  of  the  question  had 
been  lost  sight  of,  and  that  was  economy. 
This  Vote  showed  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent,  over  that  of  last  year.  No  doubt 
the  Committees  had  done  their  work 
most  efficiently,  but  it  was  now  at  an 
end  and  their  suggestions  were  being 
carried  out.  The  Commissioner  of 
Works  was  now  looked  upon  as  being 
responsible.  He  said  that  between 
£5,000  and  £6,000  had  been  spent 
already  arising  out  of  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Committees,  and,  having 
regard  to  the  times  we  lived  in,  and  to 
the  discussion  within  the  previous 
twenty-four  hours,  when  Member  after 
Member  got  up  and  spoke  of  the  burdens 
that  were  being  put  on  the  people  and 
the  country,    they  ought    to  begin  on 


those  Estimates,  and  refrain  from  in- 
creasing expenditure.  They  should  aim 
at  keeping  down  expenditure  in  those 
matters.  He  did  not  see  any  advantage 
in  pressing  the  Crovemment  to  swell  the 
Estimates,  and  then  criticising  than 
afterwards.  He  hoped  the  noble  Loid 
would  be  able  to  give  an  assurance  that 
next  year,  if  he  were  responsible,  the 
present  10  per  cent,  increase  would  not 
be  maintained ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
there  wouki  be  a  reduction  in  respect  of 
improvements  and  new  works. 

Major  EVANS  GORDON  said  that 
after  the  explanation  of  the  noble  Lord 
he  begged  leave  to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

Me.  WEIR~  (Ross  and  Croraartj) 
objected  to  the  Motion  being  withdrawn. 

♦Sir  henry  SETON-KARR  (St 
Helens)  said  he  wished  to  make  a  ang- 
gestion  in  reference  to  the  smoku^ 
accommodation.  What  was  really  wanted 
was  a  place  where  a  Member  could  ?nitc 
and  smoke.  He  was  not  concerned  for 
idle  and  frivolous  Members.  As  far  as 
they  were  concerned  the  present  smok- 
ing accommodation  was,  comparativelj 
speaking,  ample.  But  a  Member  who 
wanted  to  write  and  smoke  had  only  two 
miserable  little  rooms  at  his  disposal 
with  two  smallj  tables  which  could 
accommodate  only  six  Members.  There 
was  no  other  room  in  the  House  where  a 
Member  with  serious  work  to  do  could 
do  it  and  smoke  at  the  same  time.  It 
could  not  be  done  in  the  large  smokiug' 
room,  because  there  was  a  frivolous  air 
about  it  which  hindered  writing,  and 
there  was  a  political  atmosphere  about 
the  Irish  dining-room  which  did  not  suit 
him.  He  did  |not  mean  that  iu 
any  offensive  sense.  Why  should 
not  two,  or  at  least  one,  of  the 
compartments  of  the  library  be  given 
over  to  smoking  and  writing  ?  It  would 
not  cost  any  money  except  the  cost  of  i 
number  of  small  tables,  and  would 
provide  much  needed  accommodation. 

♦Mr.  MOONEY  (Dublin  County,  S.) 
said  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  made  » 
characteristic  remark  about  the  Iiisk 
dining-room.  He  would  only  remai 
that,  although  the  room  was  called  th« 
Irish  dining-room,  it  was  occupied  moie 
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7  Members  of  the  Party  to  which  the 
on.  Member  belonged  than  any  other 
>om  in  the  building.  The  noble  liOrd 
ad  expressed  his  individual  opinion 
hat  the  whole  question  ol  accommodation 
bould  be  looked  into.  They  had  all 
eard  these  pious  opinions  before,  they 
enerally,  however,  came  from  the  Chief 
•ecretary  for  Ireland  when  he  was  about 
o  take  up  a  non  possumus  attitude  on 
ehalf  of  the  Government.  When  the 
Committee  reported  in  1901,  there  were  a 
eries  of  rooms  on  the  Terrace,  and  the 
leport  recommended  that  they  should  be 
brown  into  one  large  room;  but  the 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Croydon  objected  to  that  on  the  ground  of 
xpense,  not  because  the  accommodation 
(ras  not  ivailable.  Since  that  time  two 
i  the  officials  of  the  House  had  died,  and 
he  rooms  which  they  occupied  were  not 
x-^nsferred  to  their  successors.  The 
jrovemment  thought  those  rooms  were 
rery  desirable,  and  appropriated  them  for 
iheir  own  use.  The  fact  was  that  private 
Members  might  talk  as  much  as  they 
iked,  but  the  Front  Bench  annexed  all 
the  available  accommodation  for  them- 
jelves,  and  accordingly  took  a  very 
languid  iuterest  in  the  complaints  of 
private  Members.  He  listened  to  the 
extremely  interesting  statement  of  the 
Qoble  Lord  as  to  how  they  got  their  air. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  London  Univer- 
sity stated  that  they  had  no  scientific 
ventilation  at  all.  He  himself  thought 
they  were  suffering  from  too  much  venti- 
lation. He  was  in  the  smoke-room  the 
other  night,  and  finding  one  side  too  hot 
crossed  to  the  other  to  find  a  hurricane 
blowing  down  the  wall.  He  complained 
to  the  attendant,  and  five  minutes  after- 
wards an  official  from  the  ventilation 
department  appeared.  He  toki  him  that 
there  was  a  horrible  draught,  but  the 
official  answered  that  the  temperature 
was  60 degrees,  that  there  was  a  fan  work- 
ing over  his  head,  and  a  pump  beneath  his 
feet,  and  appeared  to  think  he  was  an 
unreasonable  person  altogether.  He 
repeated  that  there  was  an  awful  draught, 
but  the  official  said  that  was  not  in 
hi.«*  department.  He  did  not  care  what 
the  temperature  was  as  long  as  he  could 
bear  it;  he  did  not  care  about  the 
working  of  a  fan  or  a  pump;  but 
ho  did  care  about  a  draught  down 
the  back  of  his  neck.     They  had  a  choice 


of  two  evils  in  the  smoke-room ;  they 
could  either  be  roasted  or  frozen.  At 
least  the  room  might  be  rendered 
habitable.  He  also  thought  there  should 
be  an  annunciator  in  the  tea-room.  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  room  was  not 
full  for  the  greater  portion  of  a  sitting, 
but  it  was  generally  full  at  a  time  when 
interesting  speeches  were  generally 
delivered.  That  would  only  be  a  matter 
of  £70  and  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  favourably  consider  it. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) 
said  he  wished  to  suggest  that  one  of  the 
library  rooms  should  be  devoted  to 
reading  only.  It  would  be  a  great  con- 
venience if  the  room  next  to  the  Speaker's 
Library  were  furnished  entirely  for  read- 
ing. It  would  be  the  one  quiet  room  in 
the  building:  where  a  Member  could  read 
undisturbed.  At  present  Members  were 
continually  passing  in  and  out  to  write 
letters.  If  more  space  were  wanted  for 
writing  why  shoula  not  the  Committee- 
rooms  upstairs  be  used  for  that  purpose 
after  the  Committees  had  risen  ?  They 
were  admirably  suited  for  writing  rooms. 

*Mr.  weir  said  he  wished  to 
know  if  the  noble  Lord  had  come 
to  any  decision  with  reference  to 
the  ventilation  of  the  Vote  Office. 
The  officials  in  the  Vote  Office  must 
suffer  intensely  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  ventilation,  while  the  man  who 
blocked  up  the  fireplaces  ought  to  be 
turned  out  of  his  office  neck  and  crop, 
as  he  evidently  knew  nothing  whatever 
about  the  principles  of  ventilation.  The 
place  was  not  fit  for  pigs  to  live  in.  He 
desired  to  suggest  an  alternative  plan  to 
that  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord  in 
charge  of  the  Vote.  In  Japan  nobody 
ever  dreamt  of  entering  a  house  or  public 
building  without  removing  his  boots,  and 
what  he  suggested  was  that  eight 
Japanese  girls  should  be  brought  over 
and  placed  two  at  each  door  of  the  House ; 
then  as  soon  as  Members  entered  their 
boots  would  be  quickly  removed  by  these 
girls  and  a  pair  of  comfortable  slippers 
substituted.  None  of  the  filth  and  dust 
of  the  streets  would  then  be  brought  in, 
and  the  result  wodd  be  a  great  increase 
in  the  comfort,  and  an  enormous  im- 
provement in  the  health,  of  the  Membets. 
He  noticed  an  item  of  £900  for  the 
supply  of  water.    Surely  thav  sum  was 
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not  required  for  the  pumping  of  water 
from  the  artesian  well ;  if  so,  there  was 
something  wrong  somewhere.  Another 
matter  which,  in  the  interests  of  economy, 
ought  to  be  looked  into  was  the  item  of  an 
increase  of  £1,000  for  furniture.  These 
might  be  said  to  be  small  matters,  but 
he  intended  carefully  to  scrutinise  every 
Vote  and  demand  explanations,  as  that 
was  the  only  way  in  which  economies 
could  be  effected.  If  the  pence  were 
looked  after,  the  pounds  would  take  care 
of  themselves. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  (Croydon)  said  the  exist- 
ing method  by  which  divisions  were  taken 
was  objectionable  from  two  points  of  view 
— ^first,  that  of  the  enormous  waste  of  time 
involved,  and  secondly,  that  of  the  in- 
convenience caused  to  Members  by  their 
being  shut  up  in  the  lobbies  for  a  consider- 
able time.  If  any  method,  not  open  to 
serious  objections,  could  be  devised  it 
ought  certainly  to  be  tried.  Some  years 
ago  a  plan  which  he  suggested  to  the  then 
Speaker  was  put  in  operation  for  a  session. 
Instead  of  the  "Ayes"  and  the  "Noes" 

foing  through  different  exits,  they 
oth  went  out  behind  the  Speaker's  Chair, 
and  as  soon  as  the  swing-doors  were  locked 
and  the  tellers  had  gone  through,  the 
Members  passed  into  the  outer  lobby  with- 
out any  delay  whatever,  and  the  divisions 
occupied  only  half  the  time  now  taken. 
The  system  was  abandoned  for  certain 
reasons,  one  of  which  was  that  much 
irritation  existed  amongst  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers on  various  topics,  with  the  result 
that  they  were  very  active  in  their  op- 
position and  were  not  at  all  desirous  that 
business  should  proceed  rapidly.  The 
plan  could  be  rendered  successful  only 
by  the  co-operation  of  all  Members  of  the 
House.  Another  reason  was  that  the 
doors  leading  to  the  tea-room  and  other 
places  were  kept  locked  until  the  division 
was  over,  and  this  led  to  a  block  of 
Members.  Neither  of  those  causes  would 
now  operate,  and  he  would  greatly  like 
to  see  the  experiment  given  another  trial. 
No  expenditure  of  money  would  be  re- 
quired ;  it  was  entirely  a  matter  for  the 
authorities  of  the  House;  and  he  was 
satisfied  that  if  a  general  disposition  was 
evinced  for  some  alteration  to  be  made, 
Mr.  Speaker  would  be  perfectly  willing 
to  consider  the  matter. 
Mr.  Weir. 


Mr.  THEODORE  TAYLOR  (Lanca- 
shire, Radcliffe)  urged  that  one  room 
should  be  set  apart  in  which  Members 
might  both  write  and  amoke,  and  that 
another  should  be  appropriated  by  Mem- 
bers who  wished  simply  to  sit  aiHl  chat 
At  present  the  only  places  where  that 
could  be  done  were  the  tea-room  and  the 
division  lobbies.  Accommodation  oug^t 
to  be  provided  for  both  smokers  and  non- 
smokers.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
complained  of  die  temperature  of  tht 
House  itself;  he  thou^t  the  air  was 
remarkably  equable  and  pure;  but  the 
side  rooms  upstairs  would  be  more  used 
if  they  were  better  warmed  in  winter. 
He  was  altogether  in  favour  of  economy, 
but  it  was  economy  of  the  truest  kind  to 
take  care  of  the  health  and  lives  of 
Members.  In  the  past  there  had  been  a 
great  wastage  of  life,  owing  partly  to  the 
long  hours  and  partly  to  the  nature  of 
the  accommodation  provided.  He  oooJd 
not  agree  that  a  system  of  ventilation 
by  which  a  draught  was  caused  to 
the  feet  was  a  good  one.  It  was  bad  for 
the  health,  especially  in  exciting  times. 
that  while  one's  head  was  hot  one's  feet 
should  be  made  cold  by  a  draught.  The 
air  ought  to  be  so  introduced  that  no 
draught  was  caused  to  any  part  of  the 
body  whatever.  The  present  system  was 
almost  too  scientific;  it  certainly  was 
not  perfect.  The  objection  which  had 
been  raised  to  the  annunciators  on  the 
ground  of  their  noisiness  might  possibly 
be  got  over  if  certain  parts  were  made 
of  india-rubber.  There  could  be  no 
objection  to  ladies  knowing  who  was 
addressing  the  House.  He  shared  the 
objection  to  the  House  of  Commons  being 
msAe  a  society  meeting-place,  but  while 
their  lady  friends  were  there  they  ou^t 
to  treat  them  as  courteously  as  possible 
and  if  by  a  little  trouble  on  the  part  of 
the  maker  the  annunciators  could  be  made 
noiseless  it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
ladies  and  little  expense  to  the  State. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  that  with  regard  to  annunciators  being 
rendered  noiseless  he  did  not  quite  under- 
stand whether  the  suggestion  applied  to 
those  within  or  without  the  Bar.  As  to 
the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  G^tlemav 
the  Member  for  Croydon,  he  did  not 
think  it  was  altogether  desirable  that  the 
time  occupied  by  divisions  should   be 
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As  for  all  these  devices  of  straining  the 
air  through  water  and  cotton  wool  he 
was  a  little  bit  afraid  of  them,  because  he 
did  not  know  how  the  air  came  out.  As 
they  had  just  been  told,  there  were 
friendly  microbes  and  unfriendly 
microbes. 


hortened.      It  was  on  such  occasions 
hat  Members  were  able  to  meet  other 
If  embers  of  their  Party  whom  they  rarely, 
f  ever,  saw  at  other  times,  and  the  few 
ninutes  thus  afforded  was  often  invalu- 
ibla  for  purposes  of  consultation    and 
kdvice.     He  well  remembered,  when  the 
Jnionistswere  in  opposition,  conspiracies 
)eing  hatched  in  the  lobbies  which  even- 
tuated in  great  results — results  which, 
3ut  for  the  opportunity  of  consultation 
ifiorded  by  the  time  spent  in  the  division 
lobbies,  would  not  have  been  achieved. 
A  further  point  to  be  considered  was  that 
i  both  Parties  were  sent  in  the  same 
lirection,  it  might,  in  times  of  political  ex- 
citement, lead  to  awkward  encounters  and 
scenes.    Suggestions  had  been  made  for 
the  setting  apart  of  separate  rooms  for 
reading  aiKl  smoking.    The  library  con- 
sisted of  five  rooms.    Could  not  a  compro  - 
mise  be  effected  by  which  a  room  at  one 
end  should  be  given  to  the  readers  and  a 
room  at  the  other,  say  the  chart  room, 
to  *the  smokers  ?    Smoking  would  pre- 
serve the  books,  and  there  would  still  be 
three  rooms  left  for  those  who  desired  to 
write  and  not  to  smoke.    The  sugges- 
tion that  the  Committee-rooms  should  be 
utiUsed    as     smoking-rooms    was     im- 
practicable, as  it  was  essential  that  the 
main  accommodation  should  be  on  the 
same  floor.     Moreover,  it  could  be  so 
arranged.    At  present  one  end  of  the 
building  was  crowded    to    overflowing, 
while  the  other  was  practically  empty. 
Oould  not  some  arrangement  be  made  with 
the  authorities  of  this  august  Assembly 
at  the  other  end  of    the  building   by 
whioh  a  portion  of  the  accommodation 
there  existing  might  be  rendered  available 
for  Members  of  this  House?    Anotiier 
question  that  might  be  considered  was 
diat  of  the  officials'  residences^    He  had 
no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  Speaker's 
house,  but  the  Clerk  at  the  Table  had  a 
residence,   and  he  suggested  that  that 
might  be  given  up.    Black  Hod,  too,  had 
a  whole  suite  of  rooms.      In  short,  there 
was  room  enough  in  the  building  if  only 
the  great  question  of  redistribution  were 
properly  faced.      With  regard  to  ventila- 
tion, he  did  not  believe  that  ko  much 
science  was  necessary.      All   that  was 
necessary  was  that  the  windows  should 
be  opened  and  left  open.    If  they  had 
ventilation  they  would  have    draughts 
or  they  could  not  have  ike  fresh    air. 


Mr.  WILUAM  REDMOND  :  Free- 
fooders. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  by 
this  straining  process  they  might  strain 
out  some  of  the  friendly  microbes.  If  he 
could  have  his  way  he  would  adopt  the 
simple  method  of  opening  the  windows. 
If  tiiat  was  not  agreeable  to  the  House, 
perhaps  the  windows  might  be  opened  at 
the  break  of  day  and  left  open  till  the 
House  met. 

Lord  BALCARRES  :  That  is  done. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  was 
glad  to  hear  that.  This  question  could 
only  be  solved  satisfactorily  if  the  building 
was  used  as  it  might  be  used  by  getting 
some  consideration  from  the  other  House 
into  which  all  the  great  men  of  the 
country  went.  As  regarded  the  question 
of  additional  smoking-room  accommoda- 
tion, and  the  other  necessary  rooms, 
they  must  be  on  the  same  floor  as  the 
Chamber  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
thanked  the  noble  Ijord  for  ihe  attention 
he  had  paid  to  ihe  question  of  ventilation, 
and  he  trusted  that  he  would  pay  the 
same  amount  of  attention  to  the  question 
of  the  general  accommodation  of  the 
House. 

Mr,  WILLUM  REDMOND  said  the 
noble  Lord  had  practically  admitted  the 
genuineness  of  the  grievances,  but  he 
had  practically  said  that  nothing  could 
be  done.  He  had  admitted  that  a  good 
case  had  been  put  forward  for  increased 
smoking-room  accommodation  and  yet 
he  couM  not  promise  any  reform.  That 
was  not  satisfactory,  and  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  felt  strongly 
upon  this  subject  to  divide  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  for  St.  Helens  said  he 
agreed  that  there  was  insufficient  smoking- 
room  accommodation  for  those  who 
wanted  to  write  and  smoke  at  the  same 
time,  but  when  it  was  pointed  out  that 
after  nine  o'clock  hon.  Members  were  at 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Civa  Services  and  {COMMONS}      Revenue  Deps,  EHimates,    1488 


1487 

liberty  to  cross  the  corridor  and  smoke 
in  the  Irish  Members'  dining-room,  he 
said  that  that  did  not  meet  his  views, 
because  there  was  a  flavour  about  the 
Irish  Members  that  he  did  not  Uke.  He 
might  consider  that  a  remark  of  that 
kind  was  smart,  but  it  was  just  one  of 
those  tactless  English  statements  which 
were  extremely  offensive  to  Irishmen, 
and  which  went  a  considerable  distance 
to  widen  the  gulf  between  the  English 
and  the  Irish  people  in  spite  of  100  years 
of  union. 

♦Sir  henry  SBTON-KARR  said  the 
hon.  Member  had  entirely  misconstrued 
what  he  said.  He  assured  the  hon. 
Member  that  he  had  no  intention  what- 
ever of  saving  anything  of  that  kind,  and 
he  was  very  sorry  if  he  had  said  anything 
which  hon.  Members  opposite  considered 
offensive. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  that 
if  the  hon.  Member  stated  that  he  did  not 
mean  anything  offensive,  of  course  he 
must  accept  that  disclaimer.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  a  constituency 
in  St.  Helens  where  there  were  a 
number  of  Irish  voters  and  he  wished 
to  know  if  the  hon.  Member  had 
the  same  objection  to  the  flavour  of 
Irish  voters  as  he  had  to  Irish  Members 
of  Parhament. 

*SiR  HENRY  SETON-KARR  said  he 
had  already  withdrawn  his  expression, 
and  stated  that  he  did  not  mean  any- 
thing offensive.  He  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Clare  would,  in  the 
future,  be  ready  to  act  on  the  principle 
he  preached  when  he  made  statements 
about  our  soldiers  abroad. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  said  there 
was  no  parallel  in  regard  to  the  action 
of  our  soldiers  abroad,  or  anywhere  else, 
and  the  observations  made  between  men 
who  were  supposed  to  be  Gentlemen  in 
this  House.  Irish  Members  fought  for 
what  they  believed  was  right,  but  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  any  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say  that  they  had  personally  been 
offensive  in  any  way,  for  that  had  never 
been  the  intention  of  any  Irish  Member. 
It  had  been  said  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  room  where  hon.  Members  might  talk 
and  read   without    smoking,  but  what 

Mr.  William  Redmond,  \ 


they  were  complaining  of  was  the  failme 
to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  tke 
Committee.  There  was  widespread  dia- 
satisfaction  in  aU  parts  of  the  House  in 
regard  to  the  accommodation.  It  vas 
no  use  arguing  now  that  they  most 
economise,  because  if  they  wished  to  do 
that  they  might  commence  at  once  bj 
stopping  the  war  against  the  Mullah  and 
Uttle  things  of  that  kind,  but  he  did  not 
see  why  they  should  economise  at  the 
expense  of  the  Irish  Members.  For  aU 
evils  there  was  generally  a  sovereign 
remedy,  and  a  remedy  for  the  difficulty 
they  were  in  with  regard  to  accom- 
modation would  be  found  by  grant- 
ing Ireland  Home  Rule.  They  l^ 
been  told  that  they  were  going  to 
have  more  indicators  and  a  fresh  one 
in  the  tea-room  and  the  Ladies'  Gallery. 
He  hoped  they  would  have  some  assurance 
that  those  indicators  would  be  accniate. 
An  indicator  that  was  accurate  was  an 
exceedingly  useful  thing,  but,  if  theyoould 
not  rely  on  it,  it  was  no  use  and  it  wai 
inconvenient  and  misleading.  He  re- 
membered being  in  the  Members'  smoke 
room  upon  one  occasion  when  the  indica- 
tor clicked,  and  to  his  astonishment  it 
announced  that  he  himself  was  speaking. 
He  mentioned  the  fact  because  he  hadto 
undergo  the  humiliation  of  seeing  all  the 
hon.  Members  in  the  smoke-room  settle 
themselves  back  in  their  chairs  and  order 
fresh  cigars.  If  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  would  take  cognisance  in  some 
indirect  way  of  what  he  had  asked  for  it 
would  be  an  improvement. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington.  W.) 
said  that  if  the  change  which  had  been  sng* 
gested  in  the  method  of  taking  divisions 
was  introduced  divisions  would  be 
taken  much  more  rapidly.  He  thou^t 
at  any  rate,  that  the  new  method  niight 
be  given  a  trial  for  a  time,  and,  if  i^ 
did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  bo&. 
Members,  it  could  be  dispensed  witt 
Any  hon.  Members,  who  sat  in  theHoose 
between  1892  and  1895  when  the  Home 
Rule  Bill  was  considered,  and  who  hadto 
crowd  in  the  lobbies,  knew  the  state  of  tbe 
atmosphere  at  that  time  and  the  greatin- 
convenience  to  which  hon.  Members  wc* 
put.  He  supported  the  suggestion  that  t 
room  should  be  provided  for  those  Mem- 
bers who  wished  not  to  smoke  or  read  but 
to  confer  with  each  other.    He  wished  to 
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irect  the  noble  Lord's  attention  to  a 
latter  on  which  he  had  already  com- 
lunicated  with  him  privately.  It  was 
rithin  the  knowledge  of  Members  that 
luch  inconvenience  was  caused  to  those 
rho  came  in  from  Westminster  Hall 
hrough  the  door  leading  to  the  cloak- 
5om,  because  the  door  opened  only  in 
ne  direction.  There  was  no  reason 
rhy  it  should  not  be  a  swing-door,  and  I 
e  hoped  that  the  suggestion  would  be 
onsidered. 

Mk.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (I^ongford,  N.) 
aid  he  was  a  Member  of  the  House  when 
he  method  of  taking  divisions  which  an 
Lon.   Member  had  suggested  was  tried, 
t  was  done  when   the  Irish  pennanent 
)oercion  Bill  was  under  discussion,  and  i 
he  object,  no  doubt,  was  to  expedite  the 
;aking  of  divisions.     He  believed  it  did  ! 
lasten  the  work  of  taking  divisions,  but  * 
le  reminded  the  Committee  that  the 
3ill  was  passed,  although    fourteen  of  ' 
ts  clauses   were  not  discussed   at  all.  ' 
Ka  a  result  of  the  trial   given  to  the 
nethod  then,  the  verdict  was  against  it. 
9e  thought  a  great  deal   of  the  incon- 
venience complained  of  would  be  obvi- 
ited   if  more  doors  were  opened.    He 
laggested    that    the   authorities  of  the 
Souse    might    consider    whether  some 
neans  could  be  adopted  whereby  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  who  might  be*  at  the  i 
Bar  of  the  other  House  could  be  informed  ' 
>f  divisions.    He  objected  to  the  sugges-  : 
iion  that  an  indicator   should  be   pro-  ; 
rided  in  the  Ladies'  Gallery  because  of 
he  noise  it  would  make.    He  suggested 
;hat    an  effort  should  be  made  to  get 
tome    form   of  indicator  which    would 
nake  less  noise  than  that  now  in  use. 

Ma.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  called 
ittention  to  the  practice  of  clearing  the 
permanent  officials  and  distinguished 
itrangers  out  of  the  benches  reserved  for 
}hem  when  divisions  were  taken.  The  oc- 
mpants  of  the  strangers'  gallery  were 
very  properly  allowed  to  stay  where  they 
^ere  during  divisions,  and  there  was  no 
reason  why  those  in  the  benches  referred 
to  should  not  also  be  allowed  to  remain, 
instead  of  being  hustled  out  to  the  in- 
convenience not  only  of  themselves  but 
of  Members.  He  suggested  that  the 
noble  Lord  might  make  a  representation 


to  the  Speaker,  or  some  other  authority, 
with  the  view  to  an  alteration  in  the 
practice. 

♦BiB.  JOHN  ELLIS  rose  to  a  point  of 
order  and  asked  whether  the  head  of  an 
executive  Department  such  as  the  Com- 
mission of  Works,  who  might  even  be  a 
Member  of  the  other  House,  could 
possibly  have  anything  to  do  with 
arrangements  respecting  divisions  of 
that  House. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  said  that  what  he 
suggested  was  that  a  representation 
should  be  made  to  the  Speaker,  or  some 
other  authority.  ^  If  the  hon.  Member 
thought  the  suggestion  meant  that  a 
Member  of  the  other  House  should  in- 
fringe the  rights  of  this  House  he  had 
misconstrued  his  remarks. 

*Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  said  he  was  not 
expressing  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  suggestion,  but  he  strongly  protested 
against  the  idea  that  a)<y  head  of  a 
Government  Department  had  any  con- 
nection with  such  matters  as  the  internal 
procedure  of  that  House. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  The-  regulation 
affecting  the  withdrawal  of  strangers  is 
provided,  for  by  Standing  Order  90,  and 
the  proper  course  is  really  to  move  an 
Amendment  of  the  Standing  Order.  The 
matter  does  not  rest  with  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works. 

Me.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  gather  from 
you  that  the  Standing  Order  can  only  be 
amended  by  the  House  itself. 

LoBD  BALCARRES  said  the  Office  of 
Works  could  not  alter  the  arrangements 
made  by  the  House  for  the  taking  of 
divisions.  That  was  beyond  their  pro- 
vince, and  it  would  be  most  imprudent 
for  them  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Ross  and  Cromarty  had 
drawn  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
post  office.  He  had  had  no  notice  that 
the  matter  would  be  brought  up,  and  he 
suggested  that  the  hon.  Member  should 
put  a  Question  on  the  Paper  on  the 
subject.  The  increase  for  the  cost  of 
furniture  was  due  to  necessary  changes, 
and  also  to  the  charge  for  recovering 
some  of    the    Benches    in  the  House. 
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The  amount  paid  in  coonection  with  the 
water  supply  was  a  payment  to  one  of  the 
water  companies  for  an  improved  supply. 
He  would  make  further  inquiries  as  to 
the  question  of  the  doors.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber said  that  the  indicators  were  inaccur- 
ate, but  the  explanation  was  simply  that 
some  hon.  Members  only  made  speeches 
two  or  three  minutes  in  length,  and  had 
consequently  sat  down  before  Gentlemen 
came  from  the  smoking-room. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  said 
the  debate  had  been  a  very  useful  one  so 
far  as  results  were  concerned.  He  had 
sat  on  two  Committees  in  connection 
with  the  management  of  the  House.  One 
of  these  Committees  ten  or  eleven  years 
ago  made  a  recommendation  that  new 
smoking-room  acconmiodation  should  be 
provided,  and  that  in  the  event  of  any 
room  becoming  vacant,  it  should  be 
utilised  for  that  purpose.  His  complaint 
was  that  when  hon.  Members  gave  their 
services  on  the  Committee  upstairs,  and 
carefully  considered  a  Report,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  took  no  notice  of  it. 
The  roonis  of  the  late  Chief  Clerk  were  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government,  and  in- 
stead of  carrying  out  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee,  he  understood  that 
they  were  given  over  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  Ministers.  If  so,  hon.  .Members 
ought  to  enter  an  emphatic  protest 
against  it.  He  thought  that  Ministers 
had  quite  sufficient  accommodation  and 
comfort  without  encroaching  on  the 
privileges  of  private  Members.  He 
imagined  that  one  of  the  reasons  why 
they  did  not  now  see  one  or  two  Ministers 
on  the  Treasury  Bench  was  the  luxurious 
surroundings  tney  enjoyed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Chamber.  In  dealing 
with  this  matter  hon.  Members  could  not 
complain  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  had 
given  most  courteous  replies,  but  the  un- 
fortunate thing  was  that  the  noble  Lord 
was  not  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works ;  he  was  only  there  to  hear  com- 
plaints, and  to  represent  them  to  a 
higher  authority.  The  time  had  come 
when  the  House  itself  should  take  the 
matter  into  its  own  hands .  He  suggested 
that  the  best  way  to  make  the  Govern- 
ment reaUse  the  importance  of  this 
matter  and  desire  to  carry  out  the 
reforms  recommended  by  the  Committee, 
was  that  hon.  Members  should  have  the 

Lord  Balcarres. 


courage  of  their  opinions,  and  go  into 
the  division  lobby  against  the  Vote. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Clare  that  the  smoking-room  acoommoda- 
tion  was  a  scandal,  whereas  it  ought  to 
be  one  of  the  most  comfortable  rooms  in 
the  House.  There  were  half  a  doien 
rooms  which  were  never  utilised  by  Hit 
House  of  Lords  which  ought  to  be 
appropriated.  There  was  too  much 
Ministerial  influence  against  the  interest 
of  private  Members,  especially  when  the 
House  was  up.  The  First  Commiaffionsf 
of  Works,  who  was  not  a  strong  man, 
was  badgered  by  Ministers :  and  in  that 
way  the  interests  of  private  Memben 
were  left  out  of  consideration.  In  order 
to  give  hon.  Members  an  opportunity  to 
protest  against  their  treatment,  he  should 
divide  the  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSBIJi  (Tyrone,  S.)8aid 
that  hon.  Members  ought  to  recognise  the 
fact  that  the  House  had  outgrown  its  ac- 
commodation. They  must  get  a  new 
House,  enlarge  the  present  one,  or  naakeft 
raid  on  the  House  of  Lords.  The  last 
speaker  had  pointed  out  that  rooms  had 
been  appropriated  to  Ministers  which 
ought  to  have  gone  to  private  Members. 
It  was  quite  true  that  the  beautaful 
house  formerly  occupied  by  the  late  Qiief 
Clerk  had  been  appropriated  to  Ministers. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that 
Ministers  had  to  do  a  great  deal  of  work 
in  the  House,  and  formerly  they  had  to 
do  it  in  what  were  no  better  than  ceDs. 
He  had  had  one  of  those  cells  for  five 
years,  and  l^e  told  the  House  candidlj 
that  the  accommodation  was  so  wretdied 
that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  do  a 
scrap  of  work  in  it.  Why  should  not 
Ministers  have  a  comfortable  room  in 
which  to  do  their  work,  which  was 
national  business?  He,  for  one,  pre- 
ferred that  the  work  of  the  coiml^ 
should  be  done  in  comfortable  sunonnd- 
ings,  rather  than  that  smoking-room 
accommodation  should  be  provided  for 
private  Members.  He  did  not  smoke 
himself ,  although  he  had  not  the  sUghtest 
objection  to  the  fullest  accommodatioB 
for  smokers  being  afforded.  He  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Greenwich  that 
a  room  next  the  Speaker's  room  should 
be  set  aside  solely  for  reading,  and  he 
thought  that  the  suggestion  of  a  writing- 
room  was    an   excellent    proposal.     He 
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^as  all  for  making  a  raid  on  the  premises 
»f  the  t  House  of  Lords,  and  that  on  the 
(rounds  of  economy.  It  was  no  use  for 
ion.  Members  to  talk  of  economy  in  the 
louse  and  in  the  country,  and  then,  the 
irst  week  after  an  alarming  Budget  was 
)resented,  propose  that  thousands  of 
>ounds  should  be  spent  on  a  new  smoking-' 
oom.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  public 
mtside  would  view  such  a  proposal  with 
latisfaction.  A  good  deal  of  nonsense 
lad  been  talked  about  the  ventilation  of 
;be  House.  He  thought  it  was  very 
rood.  Open  windows  were  the  best 
ventilation  in  the  world.  Early  in  the 
lebate  the  Ladies'  Gallery  had  been 
•eferredto.  Why  should  there  be  a 
(eparation  of  the  sexes  in  two  galleries  ? 
[t  was  absurd  that  when  an  hon. 
Member  brought  two  of  his  constituents, 
i  lady  and  a  gentleman,  to  the  House, 
le  should  have  to  take  the  lady  up  to 
>ne  gallery,  and  make  a  long  roundabout 
x>  take  the  gentleman  to  another 
^Uery.  He  believed  in  the  mingling  of 
^he  sexes. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
tordshire,  Lichfield)  said  the  matter 
i^as  simply  a  question  of  re-arrange- 
ment. There  would  be  no  expense 
nvolved  in  turning  one  of  the  library 
rooms  into  a  smoke-room.  As  to  get- 
ting some  more  rooms  from  the  House 
)f  Lords,  something  might  be  done  in 
that  direction.  He  thought  the  noble 
Lord  might  be  able  to  arrange  that 
MLembers  should  have  the  use  of  the 
Lords'  tea-room  and  join  with  them  in 
}he  catering.  The  House  of  Lords 
catering  was  in  difficulties  because  there 


was  not  enough  custom;  the  House 
of  Commons  catering  was  in  difficulties 
because  there  was  too  much  custom.  It 
was  quite  right  that  the  House  of  Lords 
should  be  exclusive;  but  the  two  Houses 
might  join  together  in  a  catering 
arrangement.  If  pressure  were  exercised, 
he  thought  the  House  of  Lords  would 
grant  that  concession.  Other  points 
which  would  not  involve  expenditure 
might  also  be  taken  in  hand.  There 
were  rooms  in  the  building  which  were 
scarcely  used  at  all,  and  which  might  be 
turned  into  smoking-rooms.  He  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  would  give  an  assurance 
that  something  would  be  done. 

Mr.  JACOBT  (Derbyshire,  Mid)  said 
he  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  what 
became  of  the  Report  of  the  Accommoda- 
tion Committee.  It  contained  several 
important  recommendations,  such  as  the 
construction  of  another  smoking-room 
downstairs,  better  accommodation  for 
ladies'  dining-rooms,  and  other  arrange* 
ments.  He  hoped  that  the  Gk>vemment 
would  carry  out  some  at  least  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee.  The 
arrangements  for  ladies'  dining  at  the 
present  tin^e  were  a  positive  disgrace. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tjrrono 
thought  a  great  deal  about  the  country, 
but  he  ought  also  to  have  regard  for  the 
health  of  Members  of  Parliament. 
He  wished  to  know  if  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  were  to  be 
entirely  overlooked. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  168 ; 
Noes,  243.    (Division  List  No.  99.) 


/Abraham,  William  (Cork,  N.K) 

Asher,  Alexander 

ABhton,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  Sir  John 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Black,  Alexander  William 

Boland,  John 

Bolton,  Thomas  Boiling 

Broadhorst,  Henry 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Bums,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 


AYES. 

Cameron,  Robert 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S. 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  AUston 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Craig,  Robert  Hunter  (Lanark) 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crombie,  tfohn  Willian 
Cullinan,  J. 

Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan  (Cardigan 
Delany,  William 
Deylin,CharIe8Ram8ay(Galway 
Devlin,  Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Dewar,  John  A.  (Invemess-sh. 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  (5. 


Douglas,  Charles  11  (Lanark) 
Duncan,  J.  Hastings 
Elibank,  Master  of 
£llice,CaptE.C(S.Andrw*sBgh» 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
ETans,SirFranci8H.(  Maidstone- 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R  C.  Munro  (Leith> 
Ffr^ch,  Peter 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 
Fumess,  Sir  Christopher 
Glihooly,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
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Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  ElliH  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Bt  Hon.  Richard  B. 
Harmsworth,  K.  Leicester 
Haydeo,  John  Patrick 
Havter,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  D. 
Hefme,  Norval  Watson 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  OiarlesH. 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhonse,  C.  E.  H.  (Bristol,  £. ) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
JonesyDavidBry  nmor(  Swansea 
Jonee,  WiIliam(GamarTonshire 
Joyce,  Michael 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lambert,  George 
Law,  Hui^h  Alex.(Donegal,  W.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (CJomwall) 
Laylaod-Barratt,  Francis 
Learoy,  Edmund 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Levy,  Maurice 
Logan,  John  William 
Lundon,  W. 
Lyell,  Qiarles  Henry 
MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
MacVeaj^,  Jeremiah 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Grae,  Georee 
M'Fadden,  Edward 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M'Kean,  John 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 


I  Markham,  Arthur  Basil 

:  Mantagu,  Hon. J. Scott  (Hants.) 

I  Mooney,  John  J. 

I  Morgan^.LIoyd( Carmarthen) 

;  Moss,  Samuel 

•  Mumaghan,  George 

'■  Murphy,  John 

Nannetti,  Joseph  P. 
!  Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South)  I 
;  Norton,  Capt,  Cecil  William 
,  Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
;  O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
)  O'Brien, Kendal(TipperaryMid. 
>  O'Brien,  Pats-ick  (Kilkenny) 
i  O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary,  N.) 
I  O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W.) 
i  O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  8.) 
I  0*Dowd.  John 

0'Kelly,Jame8(Roscommon,N.  • 
!  0'Mal)ey,  William 

O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 

Partington,  Oswald 
j  Perks,  Robert  William 

Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
i  Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Rea,  Russell 
;  Reddy,  M. 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
{  Redmond,  William  (Gare) 
j  Robson,  William  Snowdon 
I  Roche,  John 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas 
I  Runciman.  Walter 

Samuel,  Herbert  L.  \Cleye)and)  , 

Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 


Sheehy,  David 
Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 
Sinclair,  John  (ForfarsHire) 
Slack,  John  Bamford 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wdlesley 
Soares,  Ernest  J. 
Spenoer,RtHn.C.R.(N«lhanta 
Strachey,  Sir  Edward 
Sullivan,  Dooal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (RadcUffe) 
Thomas,  Abel  (OannaTtlien,E.) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred(Merthjr) 
Thoma8,J.  A(GlamQrgaii,Gower 
Tillet,  Louis  John 
Tomkinson,  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Waldron,  Laurence  Ajonbroae 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene  (dackmanoan) 
WasoD,  JohnCathcart(  Orkney) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
White,  (Seorge  (Norfolk) 
Whiteley,George  (York,  W.  R. 
Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
Whittaker,  Thomaa  Palmer 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.B.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Young,  Samuel 
Yoxafi,  James  Henry 

TXLLSBS  FOB  THX    AtSS — llx. 

DaJziel  and  Mr.  Jacoby. 


Agg-Gardner,  James  Tynte 
AHsopp,  Hon.  George 
AoBon,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arkwright^  John  Stanhope 
Amold.FoiBter,Rt.Hn.HughO. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Aubrey-Fletcher,Rt.Hon.SirH. 
Bagot,  Capt.  Josceline  Fitzroy 
BaSey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.A.  J.(Manch'r 
Ealfour,Rt.HnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor 
Bathurat^  Hon.  AllenBenjamin 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.SirMichaelHicks 
Bignold,  Arthur 
Bigwood  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Lt.Col.H.F(Middlesex 
Bowles,T.Gib8on( King's  Lynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  RtHn.J.A.(Gla8gow 
Campbell,J.H.M.(DublinUniv. 


NOES. 

Carlile,  WiUiam  Walter 
[  Carson,  Rt  Hon  Sir  Edw.  H. 
i  Cautley,  Henry  Strother 

Cavendish.  V.C.W.( Derbyshire 
I  Cecil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
,  Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamber1ain,Rt  HnJ.  A.  ( Wore. 
;  Chamberlayne,  T.  (S'thampton 
I  Charrington,  Spencer 
'  dare,  Octavius  Leigh 
,  Clive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
I  Coates,  Edward  Feetham 
j  Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E.n 
I  Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
I  CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
I  Colomb,Rt  Hon.SirJohnC.R. 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Corbett,  T.  L.  (Down,  North) 
Coxf  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,  CIiar]e8Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crossley,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Saville 
Cust,  Henry  John  C. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
'  Davenport,  William  Bromley 
I  Denny,  Colonel 
;  Dewar,SirT.R.(TowerHamlets 
I  Dickson,  Charles  Scott 
I  Dickson  Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
I  Dixon-Hartland,  SirFreaDixon 
;  Dorington,  RtHon.Sir  JohnE. 
^  Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers 


Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodon 
Duke,  Henry  Edward 
Dyke,  RtHon-SirWiUiamHart 
Elliot^  Hon.  A.  Ral^  Douglas 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W.) 
Faber,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fergus8on,Rt  Hon.SirJ(liano'r 
Fieldon,  Edward  Brocldehurst 
Finch,  Rt  Hon.  Ge<»ge  H. 
Fin] ay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGeraId,SirRobert  Penioee 
Fitzroy,  Hon.EdwardAlgerDoii 
I  Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
I  Flower,  Sir  Ernest 
I  Forster,  Henry  William 
I  Foster,  Philip  S.(Warick,S.  W. 
I  Fyler,  John  Arthur 
'  Gardner,  Ernest 
I  Garfit,  William 
I  Gibbs,  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 
i  Ck>re,Hn.G.R.COrmsby.(Salop 
I  Gorst,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Johii  Eldon 
I  Goschen,  Hon.  Greorge  Joachim 
I  Graham»  Henry  Robert 
I  Greene,$ir£.W(B'ryS  Edm'nds 
I  Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury 
!  Greene,  W.Raymcmd  (Camba) 
I  Gretton,  John 
Gunter,  Sir  Robert 
'  Hall,  Edward  Marshall 
I  Hamilton,Marq.of(L*nd'nderTy 
Hardy,  Laurence(  Kent,  Ashf ord 
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Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harris,  P.LevertonJTynem'th) 
Baslam,  Sir  Alfred  S. 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath*  James  (StafiFords.  N.W. 
Helder  Augustus 
Heiider8on,SirA.(Stafford,  W.) 
Hermon- Hodge,  Sir  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhoa8e,RtHnH.(Somers't,E 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.(8h3ffield,  Briffhtside 
Hornby,  Sir  William  mnry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hoolt,  Joseph 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Howard  J.  (Midd.,  Tottenham) 
Hozier,Hon.  James  Heniy  Ceci 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hunt,  Rowland 
Jebb,  Sir  Richard  daverhoose 
Jeffreys  ,Rt.  Hon.  ArthurFred. 
Jesael,  Captain  HerbertMerton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaw^,  Rt  Hon.Sir  JohnH. 
KenyocHoiLGeaT.  (Denbigh) 
Kenyoa-Slaney.OoL  W.  (Salop) 
Kiag,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Sir  Lees 
Xaw,  Andrew  Bonar  (Qlasgow) 
lAwrenoe,StrJoseph  (Monm*  th) 
l^wrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Xa  w8onHlohnGrant(  Yorks.  N.  R 
X£e,ArthurH.(Hants.,Fareham 
Xegc^e,  Col.  Hon.  Heneage  - 
Leveson-Gower,  Frederick  N.S. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Ix>ni;,Col.Charle8  W.  (Evesham 
IiOng,Rt.Hn.  Walter(Bri8tol,S) 
lionsdaie,  John  Brownlee 
Xowe,  Fianois  William 
liucas.  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
XuoaSfReginald  J.  ( Portsmouth) 
Lyttelton,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Haconochie,  A.  W. 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
IfCalmont,  Colonel  James 
M  1ver,SirLewi8(Edinburgh  W. 
If 'Killop,  James  (Stirlingshire 
Hartin,  Richard  Biddulpb 


Maxwell.RtHnSir  H.E.(Wisrt'n 
Maxwell,  W.  J. H  (Dumfriesshire 
Middlemore,  John  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,Rt.Hon.Sir  Frederick  G. 
Milvain,  Thomas 

i  Biitohell,  Edw.  (Fermanagh,N.) 

[  Molesworth,  Sir  Lewis 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  James  Archibald 

!  Morton,  Arthur  H.  Aylmer 
Mowbray,  Sir  Robert  Gray  C 
Murray,Rt.Hn.AC(raham  (Bute 

I  Murray,  Charles  J.  (Ooventrv) 

'  Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 

[  Newd^ate,  Francis  A.  N. 
Nicholson,  WiUiam  Graham 
0*Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Walter  (Salisbury) 

\  Parkes,  Ebenezer 

I  Peei,Hn.Wm.  Robert  Welleeley 

i  Pemberton,  John  S.  G. 

'  Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
^att-Higgins,  Frederick 

I  Hummer,  WaJter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 

\  Pryce-Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Rankin,  Sir  James 

I  Rasoh,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
RatcUflf,  R.  F. 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwick,  Qeorgp 
Ridley,Hon.M.W.(Stalybridge) 
Ridley,S.Forde  (Bethnal  Green 
Ritchie,Rt.Hon.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

,  RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 

!  Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Ropaer,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Rose,  Charles  Day 
Round,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Russell,  T.  W. 

Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Rutherford,  W.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  Q.  Stopford 


Sadler,  Col.  Saowel  Alexander 

,  SamueI,Sir  HarryS.(Limehoufle 

I  Saunderson,Ut.Hn.Col.  Edw.J. 
Seely,Maj.J.E.B.  (Isle  of  Wight 

I  Seton.Karr,  Sir  Henry 

,  Skewe8-<  'ox,  Thomas 

•  Sloan,  Thomas  Henry 

t  Smithy. C(North*mb.Tynesido 

!  Spear,  John  Ward 

I  Stanley,Edward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 

I  Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  M*Taggart 

j  Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 

'  Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stroyan,  John 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot, HtHnJ.G.(Oxfd  Univ. 
Taylor,  Austin  (East  Toxteth) 
Thomp8on,Dr.EC  (Monagh'nN. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.SirC.E.H  (Sheffield 
Walrond,Rt.Hn.Sir  William  H. 
Warde,  Colonel  C.  E. 
Webb,  Colons  William  George 
Welby,  Sir  Oiarles  G.E.(Nott8. ) 
Whiteley,H.  (Ash ton  und.L3me 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willou^by  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  A.  Stanley  (York,  E.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Glasgow) 
WibK)n.Todd,Sir  W.  H.  ( Yorks. ) 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.E.  K.(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Worsley-Taylor,  Henry  Wilson 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  CB.  Stuart 
Terburg^  Robert  Armstrong 
Tounger,  Wihiam 

Tellers  for  t.hk  Noes.— Sir 
Alexander  Acland  -  Hood 
and  Bfr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  MACVEAGH  (Down,  S.)  asked  if 
the  noble  Lord  could  see  his  way  to 
having  annunciators  and  an  Exchange 
Telegraph  Company's  machine  placed  in 
the  writing-room  of  the  Press  Gallery  for 
the  benefit  of  those  engaged  there,  to 
whom  they  would  be  of  great  utility,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  provision  would  be 
made  for  the  purpose.  He  further  desired 
that  the  lobbyists  should  have  the  use  of 
the  Ladies'  Gallery  lift,  which  was  not 
overworked,  and  which  would  be  a  great 
convenience  to  them  if  they  were  allowed 
to  use  it. 


Lord  BALCARRES  pointed  out  that 
the  Government  proposed  to  give  a  new 
lift  for  the  use  of  the  Press  GaUery.  It 
would  not  admit  into  the  corridors  at 
the  back  and  around  the  Chamber,  in 
which  the  pablic  were  not  allowed  unless 
accompanied  by  a  Member.  They  would 
have  to  consider  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to  allow  these  gentlemen  to 
have  admittance  to  them.  He  would 
communicate  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
later  as  to  the  tape  machine.  The 
whole  question  of  providing  fresh  in- 
struments would  come  up  for  discussion 
later  on,  and  it  was  possible  the  annuncia- 
tors would  be  more  useful  in  the  House 
than  in  the  Press  Gallery. 
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Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,930,  be  | 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary    to    defray    the    Charge  ' 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment ' 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  ' 
of  March,  1905,  for  maintaining  certain 
Harbours  under  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
for  Grants-in-Aid  of  Harbours." 


*Mr.    scares   (Devonshire,    Barn- 
staple)  moved  to  reduce  the  Vote   by 
£100,  in  order  to  call  attention  to  the 
need    of    a   harbour  of    refuge   on  the 
north    coast    of    Devon  and  Cornwall.  I 
Previously    he    had    brought    up     this  j 
question  on  the  salary  of  the  President  I 
of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  but  they  had 
then  been  confined  to  a  criticism,  of  his  | 
administrative  action  and  had  not  been  i 
allowed  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case. 
With   this  Harbour  Vote  before    them 
he    hoped   they   would   be    allowed   to  | 
go  thoroughly    into  the  matter.    This  j 
was  in  no  sense  an  electioneering  matter.  > 
There  was  no  Party  political  capital  to  I 
be  made  out  of  it  in  any  shape  or  form.  | 
They  recognised  that  both  Qovernments  ; 
had  been  to  blame,  and  they  were  only  { 
anxious  whatever    Oovernment  was  in 
power  should  perform  the  duty  incumbent 
upon  it.     It  was  quite  true  they  had  not 
yet  succeeded  in  making  this  a  national 
question,   although  there  could    be  no 
doubt    that    everyone    who  thoroughly 
investigated  it  would  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, as  hon.  Members  concerned  had 
done,  that  that  should  be  the  case.     If 
the  President  of   the  Board   ol    Trade 
would  investigate  the  matter  personally, 
he  was  quite  sure  he  would  agree  with 
them,  and  he  would  almost  risk  the  right 
hon.  Gkntleman  going  into  his  constitu- 
ency to  address  a  Primrose  League  meet- 
ing if  he  would  have  a  look  round  this 
most  dangerous  coast  the  day  following 
his  labours.     In  order  to  prove  his  case 
there  were  two  things  he  had  to    do. 
Firstly,  to  show  the  necessity  of  such  a 
harbour;  and  secondly,  to  prove  that  it 
was  a  proper  sifbject  for  the  expenditure 
of  public  money. 

Before,  however,  dealing  with  the 
merits  of  the  case,  he  must  give  a  short 
history  of  the  matter.     H6  admitted  the 


subject    was    an   old    one,   and  it   was 
a    curious    fact    that    it    was    difficult 
to    arouse    popular     enthusiasm    about 
some  questions  which  had  been  before 
the  pubUc  for  some  considerable  time ; 
but   he  hoped  when   the   facts    of   the 
case  were  put  before  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  a  thorough  manners 
he  would  come  to  a  di£Eerent  conclusion 
to  the  conclusion  he  came  to  in  the  pre- 
vious year.     The  matter  was  first  brought 
before  the   House  of    Commons  by  the 
Report  of  a  Royal  Commission  in  1859, 
which  recommended  harbours  of  refuge 
on  this  coast,  picturesquely  and  appropri- 
ately caUing  them  life  harbours.      The 
members  of  that  Commission  described 
the  coast  as  a  Jong  iron-bound    coast. 
having  a  deadly  lee   shore  during  the 
heaviest  and  most  deadly  gales.  Nothing 
was  done  and  then  a  Select  Conunittee  on 
harbour  accommodation  was  appointed. 
It  reported    in   1884,   recommending  a 
national    harbour    somewhere    between 
Land's  End  and  the  Welsh  ooast^    and 
it  also  recommended  a  harbour  of  refuge 
on  the  north  coast  of  Cornwall,  notwith- 
standing the  fact^  that  harbours  of  refuge 
were   not  within  the  terms  of  reference 
to  the  Committee;  but  nothing   at  all 
was    done   with  regard   to  that    G6m- 
mission,  and  in  1885  a  deputation  waited 
upon  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham,  who  was  then  President   of    the 
Board  of  Trade,  under  a  Liberal  Adminis- 
tration.   The  right  hon.  Grentleman  said 
they  laid  too  much  stress  on  the  humani- 
tarian argument,  and  he  told  the  deputa- 
tion that  it  must  dismiss  from  its  mind 
the  sUghtest  probability  that  anyGJovem- 
ment    would  be    so    imprudent    as    to 
initiate  a  series  of  eleemosynary  gmnts 
for  such  a  purpose.     They  could    only 
hope    the    right    hon.   Gentleman    had 
changed  his  views  in  this  respect,  as  he 
had    done    in  others  since    that  date. 
They  all  knew  that  since  that  date  he 
had    begun    to    think    Imperially,  and 
surely  he  must  admit  that  it   was  as 
much  an  Imperial  duty,  and  as  prop^ 
a  method  of  spending  pubUc  money,  to 
save   the  lives  of  British  sailors  as  to 
spend  it  on  those  enormous  wars  in  which 
they  had   recently  been  engaged.     The 
matter,  after  this  snub  of  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman,  was  allowed  to  rest  till  1887. 
when  it  was  brought  up  in  that  House 
by  Mr.  Teo.    In  1886  there  had  been  a 
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great  storm,  in  which  400  sailors  lost  their 
lives,  and  when  the  Grovernment  gave 
the  same  answer  as  had  previously  been 
given,  the  House  was  not  in  any  mood  to 
stand  it,  and  the  Government  only  escaped 
defeat  by  a  majority  of  five.  After 
that  successive  (Governments  gave  speci- 
fic assurances.  Last  year  they  succeeded 
in  getting  a  tittle  shade  of  hope  from  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  he 
hoped  to-day  the  hope  would  be  very 
much  greater.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  last  year  that  he  was  prepared 
to  urge  on  the  Treasury,  in  this  particular 
case  that  they  should  not  require  the 
full  .contribution  which,  under  the 
Treasury  rules,  would  be  ordinarily  re- 
quired from  a  local  authority  making  an 
application.  It  was  a  shade  of  hope,  but 
it  was  not  enough. 

And  now  he  would,  having  given  a 
history  of  the  matter,  proceed  to  deal 
with  the  merits  of  the  question.  The 
coast  was  one  of  the  most  deadly 
description,  consisting  of  sheer  cliffs 
rising  from  the  sea  to  a  tremendous 
height.  He  could  most  easily  bring  the 
nature  of  the  coast  before  the  Committee 
by  describing  a  wreck  which  happened 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and 
of  which  he  had  personal  Imowledge. 
It  was  the  -wreck  of  the  schooner 
**  Goonlaze.'*  Owing  to  the  lack  of  a 
harbour  of  refuge,  tWs  vessel  was  driven 
on  to  the  rocks  close  by  Cockington 
Point.  All  hands  were  lost  at  sea  with 
the  exception  of  one  man  who  clambered 
to  the  top  of  those  terrible  cUffs  only  to 
be  found  dead  from  exhaustion  the 
following  rooming.  He  was  a  fine  young 
fellow  in  the  Naval  Reserve,  and  he  con- 
fidently asserted  that  such  incidents  ought 
not  to  happen.  There  was  no  harbour  of 
refuge  from  Land's  End  to  the  Severn,  and 
the  only  place  of  refuge  was  the  lee  of 
Lundy,  which  was  not  a  suitable  place. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  that,  whenever  there  was 
a  tiketihood  of  a  storm  vessels  crowded 
in,  and  the  lights  of  the  ships  looked  Uke 
the  lights  of  a  town.  Smaller  vessels 
dared  not  enter  for  fear  of  being  crushed 
by  the  large  steamships.  But  perhaps 
the  most  positive  proof  of  the  need  of 
such  a  harbour  was  furnished  by  the 
Wreck  Returns  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
From  them  he  found  that  in  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1902,  there  were  371 
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casualties  in  that  district  alone,  sixty 
eight  being  from  Hartland  Point  to 
Land's  End,  and  303  to  the  north  of 
Hartland  Point.  The  total  number  of 
casualties  around  all  the  coasts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted  to  2,272,  so 
that  in  that  comparatively  small  strip 
of  coast  they  had  the  sixth  of  the  total 
casualties  of  the  United  Kingdom.  That 
fact  in  itself  was  a  very  strong  one,  and 
surely  it  was  one  which  ought  to  make 
the  Government  consider  the  desirability 
of  constructing  a  harbour  of  refuge. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Royal 
Commission  in  1879  reported  in  favour 
of  it ;  the  Select  Committee  on  Har- 
bour Aocommodation  also  reported 
in  favour  of  it;  everyone  acquainted 
with  the  district  was  in  favour  of  it;  and 
last,  but  not  least,  an  undue  proportion  of 
the  wrecks  round  the  coast  of  the  United 
Kingdom  appeared  in  that  particular 
neighbourhood. 

He  thought  he  had  proved  the  necessity 
for  such  a  harbour  op  the  merits  of  the 
question,  and  now  he  would  prove 
that  this  was  a  proper  object  for  the 
expenditure  of  pubUc  money.  There 
was  no  danger  whatever  of  such  a  harbour 
of  refuge  ever  being  in  competition  with 
private  enterprise.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  was  that  if  the  Board  of  Trade 
did  not  make  it  no  one  else  would.  No 
one  who  knew  the  district  would  say  that 
it  could  ever  come  into  competition  with 
the  great  commercial  ports  of  Bristol  and 
South  Wales.  It  was  conclusively  an  Im- 
perial matter  and  not  a  local  matter.  No 
one  would  deny  the  great  importance  of 
the  shipping  trade.  No  one  would  say  it 
was  not  an  Imperial  trade;  it  was  the 
trade  of  which  this  country  was  proudest, 
and  in  which  it  was  facile  prinoeps ;  and 
he  thought  it  was  as  much  the  duty  of 
the  Grovernment  to  look  after  the  lives 
of  the  men  engaged  in  that  trade  as  it 
was  their  duty  to  make  every  legitimate 
effort  to  protect  it  by  every  means  in 
their  power.  He  wished  to  indicate  what 
other  countries  were  doing  in  regard  to 
this  matter  of  harbours  of  refuge.  There 
was  only  one  country  to  which  England 
need  ever  look  forward  with  any  degree 
of  fear  as  a  competitor  in  the  shipping 
industry  and  that  was  America,  and  he 
admitted  that  such  a  position  could  not 
arise  until  that  country  altered  its 
present  fiscal  system.  A  little  time 
3  F 
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ago  he  wrote  to  the  United  States 
Government  to  ascertain  what  they  were 
doing  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
harbours  of  refuge,  and  he  received  the 
following  reply  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment— 

'*  Dear  Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  aoknowledgd 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22iid  ult. 
stating  that  you  have  been  told  that  the  United 
States  Government  sometimes  make  harbours 
of  refuge  in  dangerous  places  on  their  coasts 
with  public  money,  not  asking  for  any  oontri. 
bution  from  the  locality,  and  requestmg  that 
you  be  informed  whether  such  statement  is 
correct.  In  reply,  I  have  to  say  you  have  been 
correctly  informed.  Not  only  are  harbours  of 
refuge  on  the  coast  constructed  by  the  general 
Government  without  any  contribution  whatever 
&*om  the  locality,  but  the  improvement  of  the 
harbours  and  navigable  waters  of  the  United 
States  are  so  met.'* 

If  the  United  States  could  do  that, 
surely,  having  regard  to  the  stupendous 
magnitude  and  vast  interests  of  die  ship- 
ping trade  of  this  coimtry,  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  behind  hand  in  the 
matter.  It  was  no  good  for  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  say  he  would 
give  them  a  portion  of  the  money  if  the 
locahty  would  find  the  rest.  That  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  refusal, 
and  a  refusal  of  the  most  cruel  descrip- 
tion, for  he  would  be  asking  them  to  do 
something  which  it  was  out  of  their 
power  to  do.  It  must  be  remembered 
this  coast  was  inhabited  by  farmers,  the 
soil  was  poor,  the  population  sparse,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  ask  those  farmers  to 
rate  themselves  in  order  to  provide  a 
harbour  of  refuge  for  shipping.  If  the 
Board  of  Trade  did  not  make  that 
harbour  nobody  else  would,  and  if  it 
were  not  made  the  loss  of  life  and 
property  would  continue  in  the  future 
as  it  had  done  in  the  past  until  every 
single  yard  of  the  coast  would  have 
its  own  tale  of  bloodshed  and  horror  to 
recall. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,830,  be 
pranted  for  the  said  Service." — (Mr, 
Soares). 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
said  the  speech  to  which  they  had  just 
listened  had  been  delivered  under  false 
pretences;  it  was  a  speech  apparently 
advocating  reduction  in  the  Estimates 
and  at  the  same  time  pressing  extra 
expenditure  on  Ministers. 

Mr,  Soares. 


*Mr.  soares  said  the  hon.  Gentleman 
knew  very  well  that  under  the  Rules  of 
the  House  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to 
bring  the  matter  forward  by  any  other 
method.  ^ 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  was  not 
quite  so  sure  of  that.  The  ballot  on  Tues- 
days and  Wednesdays  would  be  a  more  ap- 
propriate method.  At  any  rate,  he  pro- 
tested against  Committee  of  Supply  being^ 
used  not  for  the  purpose  of  economising  in 
national  expenditure,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  pressing  extra  expenditure  on  the 
Government.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
talked  about  a  harbour  of  refuge  and 
said  that  a  great  many  lives  had  been 
lost  on  that  part  of  the  coast  to  which 
he  referred.  He  himself  thought  that 
was  to  be  expected,  because  the  traffic  off 
that  coast  was  very  great.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  tell  the  House  exactly 
where  he  wanted  to  put  this  harboar* 
He  would  not,  however,  follow  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  arguments  as  he  did  not 
approve  of  this  method  of  using  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  He  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  time  had  come  when 
they  should  address  themselves  to  the 
Estimates  with  a  view  to  the  strictest 
parsimony.  To  that  end,  he  desired  to 
direct  attention  on  this  Vote  to  the 
enormity  of  the  system  of  grants  in  akL 
The  whole  Vote  amounted  to  £31,590  of 
which  £23,563  consisted  of  grants  in  aid; 
and,  therefore,  the  proportion  of  grants 
in  aid  to  the  whole  Vote  constituted  an 
extreme  case.  It  would  not  be  necessary 
for  him  to  describe  what  a  grant  in  aid 
was,  but  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  Uut 
the  essence  of  a  grant  in  aid  was  this,  it 
was  a  grant  not  made  for  the  purpose  of 
national  pubUc  expenditure  and  it  was 
not  to  be  expended  by  any  pubUc  oflfice. 
It  was  a  grant  for  outside  purposes,  made 
once  for  all,  and  made  under  conditions 
which  enabled  it  to  escape  all  the  finan- 
cial securities  whereby  the  House 
exercised  financial  control  over  public 
afiairs.  He  thought  that  it  would  be 
recognised  generally  that  it  was  only  by 
insistence  on  parsimony,  where  it  could 
be  insisted  on  without  affecting  the  pabHc 
welfare,  that  the  House  could  ever  succeed 
in  diminishing  expenditure  oa  the  part 
of  the  Exchequer.  If  the  hon.  Gtende 
man  had  not  moved  a  reduction  of  £100 
he  himself  wouki  have  moved  a  reduction 
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of  £18,000,  as  he  desired  to  get  rid  as  far 
as  possible  of  grants  in  aid. 

There  were  two  kinds  of  grants  in  aid ; 
in  ^ome  cases  the  gr^nt  was  allowed  to  be 
audited  by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
G^eneral.    In  other  cases  that  was  not  even 
allowed ;    so  that  the  moment  the  grant 
was  made  it  passed  but  of  the  control  of 
the  House  of  Commons  and  was  left  to  be 
dispensed  as  it  might.    The  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  stated  that  in  the  inter- 
ests of  financial  control  the  use  of  grants  in 
aid  should  be  restricted  as  far  as  possible, 
and  the  Treasury  also  stated  that  they 
regarded  grants  in  aid  as  an  exception  to 
the  rule  which  should   prevail  in  the 
financial  6ystemx)f  the  country,  and  that 
they  desired  that  such  grants  should  be 
restricted  as  much  as  possible  to  those 
cases  to  which  ordinary  grants  were  not 
applicable.     So  far,  however,  from  grants 
in  aid  being  restricted  they  had  increased 
enormously;  they  were  stiU  increasing, 
and   they   ought  to    be    and    must   be 
diminished,  if  this  House  were  to  achieve 
anything  in  the  nature  of  economy.    In 
1901  the  total  grant  in  aid  amounted  to 
£1,600,000;  in  1901-2  to  £7,600,000;  and 
in   1902-3  to  £12,600,000,   so  that  the 
exceptional    grants   in  aid    which    the 
Treasury  said  ought  to  be  diminished 
had  now    reached    proportions    of    the 
most  extravagant    ch^^racter.      One    of 
the  chief  culprits  was  the  Colonial  Secret 
tary.      He  freely  admitted   that  there 
were  certain  kinds  of  grants  in  aid,  few 
in  number  and  small  in  amount,  which 
were  justifiable,  such  as  grants  in  aid  to 
the  National  Gallery  for  the  purchase  of 
pictures,  grants  to  schools,  and  grants  to 
certain  colleges.    Against  such  grants  he 
had   nothing   to    say;    but  it   was  the 
enormous  increase    in    the   amount    of 
money    that  was  absolutely  withdrawn 
from  the  control  of  Parliament  against 
which  he  protested.  Sir  Edward  Hamilton 
than  whom  there  was  no  greater  authority 
on  finance  in  the  country,  and  who  had 
presided  at  the  birth  of  many  a  successful 
Budget,  said  in  1902  that  the  Treasury 
were  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  this 
matter.    He  objected  in  the  cause  of  econ- 
omy to  the  grants  in  aid  for  Fraserburgh, 
Pwllheli,  and  Maodufi  Harbours.    These 
were  particularly  obnoxious  grants  in  aid 
because  they  escaped  the  examination  of 


the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  and 
the  control  of  the  House  of  Commons. 


Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devonshire,  South 
Molton)  supported  the  plea  that  had  been 
put  forward  in  favour  of  a  harbour  of  re- 
fuge on  the  North  Devon  coast.  It  was 
not  an  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  devote  money  to  the 
saving  of  human  Hfe,  and  some  remedy 
ought  to  be  evolved  for  the  enormous 
loss  of  life  which  occurred  annually  on 
the  North  Devon  and  Cornish  coasts.  He 
would  infinitely  rather  see  the  Naval 
Votes  cut  down  and  less  ships  built,  and 
the  money  saved  devoted  to  this  purpose. 
Every  year  it  was  becoming  a  more  and 
more  important  trade  and  shipping  route^ 
and  there  certainly  ought  to  be  a  harbour 
of  refuge  into  which  vessels  might  run 
when  storms  swept  the  Channel.  He 
further  pointed  out  that  such  an  expendi- 
ture, in  the  amount  of  life  and  property 
saved,  would  be  a  reproductive  expendi- 
ture. 

And,  it  being  half-past  Seven  of  the 
clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make 
his  Report  to  the  House.  » 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next ;  Cjommfttee  also  report  Progress  ; 
to  sit  again  this  evening. 


EVENING  SITTING. 


BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 

RAILWAY  BILL  (BY ORDER)  (KINGS 

CONSENT  SIGNIFIED). 

[Third  Reading.] 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,. 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 

Mr.  CAUSTON  (Southwark,  W.),  on. 
thejMotion  for  the  Third  Reading  of  thia 
Bill,  said  he  waa  glad  to  be  able  not  to 
ask  the  House  to  divide  on  this  question^ 
At  a  previous  stage  it  was  his  duty  to 
move  a  new  clause  to  compel  the  rail- 
way company  to  carry  out  its  Parlia- 
mentary bargain  to  create  subways  in  the 
crowded  area  of  the  Elephant  and  Castle. 
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His  Besolution  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  ten.  The  Chairman  of  Committees 
was  good  enough  to  repeat  in  the  House 
what  he  had  said  to  the  parties  in  his 
own  room,  that  he  thought  this  was  a 
case  for  compromise.  Since  the  division 
an  interview  had  been  arranged  between 
Mr.  Yerkes,  a  representative  of  the  com- 
pany, and  himself,  and  the  result  was 
that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  had 
been  come  to  between  the  company  and 
the  corporation  of  Southwark.  Mr. 
Yerkes  did  not  admit  his  legal  liability, 
but  at  the  same  time  desired  to  act 
honourably  and  tiberally  towards  the 
corporation.  He  said  he  should  like  to 
do  something  towards  the  construction 
of  subways.  The  eistimate  on  one  side 
was  £15,000  and  on  the  other  £10,000, 
and  so  he  suggested  £12,000  woukl 
probably  be  the  price  they  would  cost  'o 
construct,  and  he  was  prepared  to  give 
half  that  amount.  A  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement had  been  come  to.  The  terms 
were  that  the  company  should  contribute 
£6,000  towards  the  subways  at  the 
Elephant  and  Castle,  the  council  to  find 
the  remainder  of  the  money  necessary. 
This  was  to  be  carried  out  by  the  insertion 
of  a  clause  in  the  Bill  which  was  to  be 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
borough  council  was  to  be  empowered  to 
construct  the  subway  and  borrow  the 
necessary  additional  money.  At  present 
the  borough  council  had  not  power  to  do 
this.  On  the  other  hand,  the  company 
agreed  not  to  construct  the  underground 
station  at  the  Elephant  and  Castle  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Act.  He  hoped  the 
Chairman  of  Cnmmittees  would  facilitate 
the  arrangement  being  carried  through. 
If  this  clause  found  its  way  into  an  Act, 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Corporation 
to  commence  the  construction  of  these 
subways  at  once. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LoWTHER,  Cumberland, 
Penrith)  congratulated  the  parties 
on  the  arrangement  they  had  come  to. 
AU  he  had  to  do  was  to  play  the 
part  of  the  heavy  father  in  the  comedy 
and  say,  *' Bless  you,  my  children.'' 

Question  put,  aud  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
Mr.  Causton. 


SUPPLY  [7th  Allottbd  Day]. 
(Considered  in  Committee.) 

(In  the  C!ommittee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Ia>wther  (Cumberland. 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

CIVIL    SERVICES    AND    REVENUE    DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES,   1904-5. 

Class    1. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,930,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  whidi 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1905,  for  maintaining  certain  Harbours 
under  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  for  Grants 
in  Aid  of  Harbours."  • 

Mb.  LAMBERT,  continuing  his 
speech,  said  the  building  of  this  harbour 
of  refuge  was  essentially  a  national  matter. 
It  concerned  British  seamen  and  thoee 
concerned  in  British  maritime  enter- 
prise. He  personally  had  no  int-erest 
m  the  matter,  representing  as  he  did 
a  purely  inland  constituency ;  he  took  the 
matter  up  from  a  purely  humanitarian 
point  of  view.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
though  they  had  many  claims  upon  the 
finances  of  the  country,  there  couM  be  no 
greater  claim  for  the  expenditure  of  money 
than  the  saving  of  the  lives  of  ''thoee 
who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships.'*  The 
whole  question  was,  Was  this  harbour  of 
refuge  necessary  ?  Anyone  who  had 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  moved  the  reduction  ai^d  who 
had  told  the  Committee  that  one-sixth  of 
the  wrecks  that  occurred  on  our  shores 
occurred  on  the  ooasts  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall,  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  should  be  some  kind  of  harbour 
of  refuge  for  the  protection  of  the  people 
who  navigated  this  Channel  In  this 
country  we  rightly  had  a  great  regard 
on  human  life.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  almost  continuooslj 
engaged  in  evolving  all  sorts  of  regula- 
tions to  be  imposed  on  railway  oompanies 
in  order  to  prevent  loss  of  life,  and  it 
was  a  most  surprising  thing  that  we 
could  not  spend  a  small  sum  in  making 
more  secure  the  Uves  of  those  engaged  in 
maritime  enterprise.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  of  late  about  the  development 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1509        Civil  Servkes  and  {28  April  1904}    Revenue  Depts.EstimatesS    1510 


of  the  Empire,  but  it  was  most  important 
ia  the  interests  of  the  Empire  that  this 
country  should  be  developed,  and  it  would 
surely  have  been  better  if  one-tenth,  of 
the  sum  that  had  been  devoted  to  the 
Somaliland  campaign  had  been  diverted 
to  the  construction  of  this  harbour.  It 
was  no  doubt  a  laudable  object  to  devote 
money  to  the  experiment  of  growing 
cotton  in  West  Africa,  but  it  was  far  more 
necessary  to  provide  harbours  on  bleak 
coasts  where  they  were  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  Ufe.  In  conclusion,  he  hoped 
some  favourable  consideration  would  be 
given  to  this  matter. 

♦Mr.  duke  (Plymouth)  said  it  was  a 
curious  reflection  upon  the  course  of 
Parliamentary  proceedings  that  for  the 
last  half  century  Boyal  Commissions  and 
Committees  of  the  House  should  have 
over  and  over  again  recognised  the  public 
duty  of  providing  a  harbour  of  refuge  in 
the  Bristol  Channel  on  the  plainest 
ground  of  humanity,  and  that  now  when 
the  Government  was  invited  to  take  some 
practical  action  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  King's  Lynn  with  the 
pedantry  of  a  practised  financier  should 
8eek  to  divert  attention  from  the 
matter  by  starting  a  purely  academic 
discussion  about  grants  in  aid.  He  did  no ; 
propose  to  describe  the  geographical 
characteristics  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  nor 
to  draw  any  harrowing  pictures  of  the 
wrecks  that  constantly  had  occurred,  con- 
dtantly  did  occur,  and,  unless  something 
was  done  by  the  Government  of  this 
country,  constantly  would  occur  on  that 
coast.  Tear  after  year,  as  long  as  records 
and  statistics  existed,  the  Bristol  Channel 
and  its  shores  had  been  marked  with 
enormous  loss  of  life  in  a  manner  which 
had  attracted  attention,  not  only  among 
sailors  and  people  connected  with  com- 
merce, but  among  public  men.  One  of  his 
hon.  friends  had  suggested  that  it  was 
quite  to  be  expected  we  should  lose  some 
hundreds  of  lives  every  year  in  the  Bristol 
Channel,  because  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  commerce  there.  It  was  true  the 
commerce  of  the  Bristol  Channel  was  pro- 
bably one-fifth  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  the  wrecks  were  not  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  wrecks  round  our 
coasts;  but  the  coast-line  of  the 
Bristol  Channel  was  not  one-fifth,  it  was 
not  one-twentieth,  of  the   coast-line  of 


the  country.  It  was  a  comparatively 
small  part  of  the  coast-line  upon  which 
wrecks  occurred,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
coast-line  they  would  not  find  a  parish 
which  had  not  evidences  of  disaster  to 
vessels  plying  their  commerce  to  and 
from  ports  of  the  Bristol  Channel.  The 
Commission  of  1857-9  had  been  refeircd 
to.  That  Commission  insisted  on  tiie 
necessity  of  a  harbour  of  refuge  some- 
where between  St.  Ives  and  Bristol. 
The  public  duty  had  become  more 
urgent  since  1857  because  the  com- 
merce of  the  Bristol  Channel  had 
increased  enormously,  yet  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  done  nothing. 

It  was  asked  why  did  not  the  ship- 
owners or  the  locality  do  what  was 
needed?  His  answer  to  that  was 
that  they  could  only  raise  the  money 
by  taxation,  and,  as  the  greater 
proportion  of  men  who  used  the  Bristol 
Channel  were  foreign  ship-owners, 
how  could  they  tax  them  ?  It  was  not 
a  merely  local  affair  for  the  towns  along 
the  coast.  Surely  a  great  commercial 
country  like  England  coukl  protect  the 
shipping  which  came  to  our  coasts.  In 
1884,  in  the  evidence  given  before  a 
Committee  in  that  year,  Admiral 
Bedford  declared  that  this  was  one  of 
the  most  crying  cases  for  additional 
harbour  acconmiodation  in  the  whole  of 
the  British  Isles.  The  Committee 
reported  to  that  effect,  and  it  speci- 
fied places  where  a  harbour  coukl  be 
constructed,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to 
estimate  the  cost.  It  was  a  common 
saying  that  Parliament  never  did  any- 
thing in  a  hurry,  and  now  again,  after 
twenty  years,  the  demand  for  a  harbour 
was  repeated.  In  1886,  between  October 
and  November,  no  less  than  300  lives 
were  lost  through  shipwrecks  in  the 
Bristol  Channel,  because  no  sort  of 
provision  had  been  made  for  performing 
a  public  duty.  This  loss  of  life  recurred 
as  often  as  the  coast  was  visited  with 
severe  storms.  In  1893,  just  round  St. 
Ives,  four  steamers  went  ashore  and 
two  steamers  were  lost  at  sea,  and  these 
losses  must  have  involved  at  least 
£100,000.  The  real  question  was  what 
was  the  Board  of  Trade  going  to  dot  Last 
year  when  the  matter  was  discussed  it 
was  said  that  if  the  people  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall  would  provide  two-thirds  of  the 
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cost  the  Board  of  Trade  would  provide 
the  balance.  He  supposed  that  was  the 
highwater  mark  of  the  official  idea  of  a 
recognition  of  humanitarian  duty.  The 
two  counties  were  among  the  poorest  in 
the  country.  He  did  not  think  this  was 
a  year  in  which  they  could  go  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  a  con- 
siderable sum.  A  good  scheme  would  in- 
volve at  least  £500,000,  whether  they 
extended  the  shelter  at  Lundy  or  improved 
the  Roads  at  Clovelly  or  Padstow.  That 
£500,000  would  no'  doubt  represent  the 
cost  of  a  second-class  cruiser,  the  object 
of  which  was  certainly  not  to  save  lives. 
But  this  coast  was  a  shambles  for 
mariners,  and  he  associated  himself 
most  strongly  with  the  demand  for 
official  action  which  should  put  an  end 
to  the  disasters  which  yearly  occurred. 
If  it  was  a  public  duty  to  save  the  lives 
which  were  now  squandered  for  want  of 
proper  harbour  accommodation,  he  asked 
his  right  hon.  friend  who  was  responsible 
in  this  matter  what  he  was  going  to 
do  to  bring  it  home  to  the  conscience  of 
the  country  ? 

Sib  FREDERICK  BANBURY  (Cam- 
b^weU,  Peckham)  said  that  he  would 
put  in  a  plea  for  economy.  In  the 
afternoon  hon.  Grentlemen  wished  more 
money  spent  upon  a  smoking-room,  and 
that  evening  hon.  Gentlemen  interested 
in  the  southern  parts  of  England  wished 
money  spent  on  harbours  of  refuge.  This 
was  a  matter  for  which  he  thought  the 
localities  or  the  shipping  interest  ought 
to  find  the  necessary  money.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  reject  the  scheme,  not 
on  the  ground  that  it  might  not  possibly 
do  good,  but  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  a  business  institution  and  not  a 
philanthropic  institution,  and  that  it 
could  not  afEord  to  spend  money  in 
every  possible  way  in  order  to  make  this 
era  a  millennium. 

Mb.  ELLIS  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) 
said  he  proposed  to  address  himself  to 
another  matter  which  was  specifically 
mentioned  in  this  Vote — that  of  Holy- 
head Harbour,  concerning  which  he  had 
troubled  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  his  predecessors  on  various 
occasions  during  the  last  ten  years. 
That  harbour  seemed  to  be  dominated 
entirely  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  one 

Mr.  Duke. 


side  and  die  railway  company  on  the 
other.  Between  them  there  was  notlung 
left  for  the  poor  people  who  lived  there. 
As  a  matt^  of  fact,  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Holyhead  did  not  poeseas  a 
single  inch  of  foreshore  in  that  place. 
The  matter  had  beer  before  the  li^t 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  predeceeaois, 
and  from  time  to  time  they  had  given 
what  was  technically  called  a  sympathetic 
answer.  By  that  means  a  division  was 
averted,  and  the  whole  controversy 
then  assumed  its  old  position  and  nothing 
was  done.  He  felt  that  if  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  realised  th.^ 
hardship  which  existed  at  Holyhead 
he  would  do  something  in  the  matter. 
At  present  there  was  no  pier  there  at 
which  to  land  passengers.  They  had  to 
be  landed  by  boats,  and  the  result  was  that 
passenger  steamers  did  not  touch  at  Holy- 
head. The  railway  company  was  assom 
ing  a  monopoly  of  the  traffic  of  the  plac«. 
There  were  several  matters  which  might 
be  done  in  Holyhead  at  very  little  cost. 
In  the  first  place  the  water  at  Pelham 
Quay  might  be  deepened.  At  present  it 
had  only  a  depth  of  eight  or  ten  feet  at 
spring  tides,  and  it  was  dry  at  low  water. 
A  wharf  might  very  well  be  built  at  Salt 
Island  within  the  Umits  of  the  harbour  of 
refuge,  and  the  harbour  of  refuge  itself 
was  not  complete  until  some  such 
facilities  had  been  provided.  If  the 
President  of  the  Boaid  of  Trade  did  not 
agree  with  that,  there  was  what  was  now 
called  the  Mackenzie  Pier,  which  mi^t 
be  extended  for  a  considerable  distance 
to  give  some  facilities  to  the  town  for 
the  landing  of  passengers  and  goods.  He 
did  not  say  anything  about  the  length  of 
the  period  for  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  preside  over  the  Department 
Promises  had  been  made  by  some  of  his 
predecessors,  and  he  did  ask  him  to  seixe 
the  time  while  it  was  still  his,  or  to  do 
something  in  a  matter  which  he  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
bring  great  facilities  and  advantages 
to  the  town  of  Holyhead. 

*Mr.  WEIR  'said  the  hon.  Member  for 
Plymouth  had  spoken  sympathetically  of 
the  necessity  for  harbours  of  refuge, 
but  he  had  confined  his  attention  to  one 
particular  part  of  the  country.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  there  were  many 
other  places   around  our  coasts  where 
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^here  was  danger.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Peckham  suggested  that  the  cost 
«hoa]d  be  borne  by  the  localities  and  the 
shipping  interest,  but  that  was  not  a 
practicable  way  of  obtaining  the  accom- 
modation required.  In  the  Highlands 
9ind  Islands  of  Scotland  how  could  poor 
crofters,  cotters,  and  fishermen,  the 
majority  of  whom  paid  rentals  of  from  £1 
to  £4  a  year,  provide  two-thirds  of  the 
cost  of  a  harbour  of  refuge  ?  It  was  the 
greatest  nonsense  to  ta&  in  that  way. 
It  was  impossible  for  these  poor  people 
to  provide  the  money,  but  the  Treasury 
went  on  cast-iron  rules  and  insisted  on 
what  was  an  utter  impossibility.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that 
the  lives  of  fishermen  and  seamen 
were  protected.  An  enormous  sum  was 
spent  on  the  Navy,  and  he  for  one  did  not 
grudge  it.  It  was,  and  always  would  be, 
a  costly  Department.  The  Government 
could  afford  to  go  to  war  in  Somaliland 
and  Tibet,  and  carry  out  the  road- 
making  fads  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
in  the  West  Indies  for  the  benefit 
of  lazy,  idle  planters  who  would  not 
work,  but  money  was  not  provided  for 
necessary  improvements  at  home  for  the 
benefit  of  our  own  people.  In  1890  a 
Commission  reported  in  favour  of  the 
construction  of  a  harbour  of  refuge  at 
Portnagurin,  Broad  Bay,  Island  of  Lewis, 
and  since  then  he  had  repeatedly  brought' 
the  matter  under  the^notice  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  but  nothing  had  been  done. 
He  asked  himself  whether  anything 
would  ever  be  done  by  this  warlike 
and  extravagant  Government.  That 
would  cost  £30  000,  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  said  that  the  shipping  interest 
should  provide  the  whole  or  the  greater 
part  of  the  money.  The  great  ship- 
owners were  not  interested  in  pro- 
viding this  harbour  but  the  fishermen 
and  the  owners  of  fishing  boats,  who 
were  unable  to  provide  the  money.  He 
wished  also  to  urge  the  claims  of  Avoch, 
Ross-shire.  That  matter  had  already 
been  brought  before  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  an  application  had  been  made 
for  financial  aid  to  construct  a  harbour. 
He  had  that  day  received  a  letter  from 
a  clergyman  stating  that  nearly  £1,800 
had  been  raised  in  the  locality,  and 
requesting  him  to  support  the  applica- 
tion to  the  Treasury  for  the  further  sum 
required  to  carry  out  the  work. 


The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Gerald  .Balfoub,  Leeds, 
Central) :  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  appli- 
cation has  not  yet  been  made. 

*Mb.  weir  said  he  was  informed  by 
the  people  who  had  the  matter  in  hand 
that  the  application  had  been  made.  By 
the  screwing  down  process  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  they  were  told  that  they  must 
provide  more  moneyt  Two  years  ago  a 
dozen  fishing  boats  were  destroy^  at 
the  place  in  one  night.  .  He  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  look  into 
the  matter  and  see  that  the  Treasury 
provided  the  necessary  funds.  Only  a 
few  hundred  pounds  more  were  required 
to  carry  out  the  work.  Let  economy  be 
practised  in  the  right  quarters  and 
especially  in  connection  with  warlike 
matters  and  wild-cat  schemes,  but  not 
in  connection  with  works  required  for  the 
saving  of  valuable  lives.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  important  fishing  stations  in 
the  North  of  Scotland,  and  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  devoted  to  that  harbour 
was  insufficient.  Then  there  was  the 
case  of  the  harbour  at  Pwllheli,  in  Wales, 
for  which  there  was  £14,000  on  the  Esti- 
mates. He  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  people  in  the  locality  had  been  asked 
to  provide  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  the 
harbour. 

!      Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  that 
'  the  people  of  Pwllheli  had  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  money.     . 

*Mr.  weir  said  there  had  been  some 
doubt  certainly  about  it.     It  was  utterly 
I  impossible  for  these  poor  districts  to  pro- 
I  vide  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  a  harbour. 
As  the  saying  was,  "  How  can   you  take 
I  the  breeks   off  a  Highlandman  ? "      It 
was  simply  pla}ing    with   the  question 
and  with  the  lives  of  the  fishing  popula- 
tion.     He  was  patriotic,  and  supported 
a  strong  Navy.    He  wanted  to  see  our 
Navy  well  manned  by  hardy  men   who 
I  knew  something  of  sea  life ;   and  he  re- 
I  grettedthat  the  (Jo vemment  Department 
I  miserably  neglected  to   look   after  the 
welfare  of  that  important  section  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  spear  (Devonshire,  Tavistock) 
said  he  wished  to  support  all  that  had 
been  said  by  the  hon.  Members  for  Devon 
and  Plymouth  in  regard  to  the  necessity 
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of  a  harbour  of   refuge  in  the  Bristol 

Channel.    He  had  lived  for  a  long  time 

on  that  coast,  and  knew  it  was  one  of  the 

most  dangerous  coasts  in  the   British 

Islands,  and  in  the  event  of   a    severe 

storm  it  was  almost  impossible  for  vessels 

to  escape  shipwreck.    He  ventured  to 

urge  upon  the  (Jovernment  the  necessity 

of  doing  something  to  prevent  the  serious 

loss  of  life  which  frequently  took  place, 

simply  because  there  was  no  harbour  of 

refuge  there.    He  was  confident  that  the 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was 

anxious  to  save  life,  and  he  did  not  forget 

the  sympathetic  speech  which  the  right 

hon.   Gentleman  had    made  when  this 

matter  was  last  discussed.     The  right 

hon.  Gentleman,  however,  seemed  to  be 

under  the  impression  that  a  large  share 

of  the  cost  of  the  harbour  of  refuge  should 

be  raised  locally.    That  he  considered  to 

be  both  impossible  and  unfair,  because 

while  it  might  afford  some  protection  to 

the  local  fishermen  the  chief  advantage 

of  a  harbour  of  refuge  would  be  for  vessels 

going  up   the  Channel.    He  hoped   the 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  would 

make  inquiries  as  to  the  place  where  this 

harbour  of  refuge  should  be  constructed. 

Something  had  been  said  about  economy, 

but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  economy 

of  human  life  was  of  far  more  impoitance 

than  mere  economy  of  expenditure. 

Mr.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- 
ton)  said  he  wished  to  join  in  earnestly 
appealing  for  notice  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  the  great  need  of  a  harbour 
of  refuge  on  the  coast  of  Cornwall  and 
North  Devon.  It  was  not  only  a  most 
important  but  also  a  very  practical 
question.  They  contended  that  of  all 
the  coasts  of  England  there  was  not 
one  so  iron-boimd,  so  dangerous  to  life 
and  property,  and  so  ill-provided  with 
refuge,  and  he  claimed  that  the  case 
should  be  treated  first  and  promptly. 
For  the  past  fifty  years  there  had  been 
a  consistent  responsible  admission  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  that  the  need  of  a 
harbour  of  refuge  on  that  coast  was 
great.  Although  he  felt  the  difficulty 
of  appealing  for  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  out  of  the  national  purse,  the 
Board  of  Trade's  consistent  admissions 
proved  the  justice  of  their  claim.  On 
28th  December,  1900,  the  ship  **Gapri- 
comia,"  went  down  at  Bude,  and  twelve 

Mr.  Spear, 


lives  were  lost,  and  at  the  inquiry  an 
official  gave  evidence  as  to  the  number 
of  strandings.  The  chart  of  strsndings  be- 
tween Trevose  and  Tintagel  was  a  most 
appalling  one.  The  report  of  the  inquiry 
was  that  if  a  harbour  of  refuge  could 
be  erected  there  would  be  a  great  saving 
of  life  and  property.  This  was  a  case 
in  which  the  Board  of  Trade  had  ad- 
mitted a  great  public  duty,  and  it  was 
for  the  House  to  put  pressure  upon  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  take 
up  the  duty  promptly.  Another  question 
was,  were  the  locaUties  prepwed  to  pay 
a  part  of  the  expense?  He  contended 
that  this  was  a  case  which  from  its 
nat\ire  excluded  such  a  demand.  An 
iron-bound  coast  like  this  was  not  likely 
to  be  a  rich  one.  In  fact  great  tiacts 
of  it  were  desolate.  The  danger  was 
chiefly  to  the  ships  that  passed,  and  not 
to  the  ships  that  visited  the  coast.  He 
had  fifty  miles  of  it  in  his  own  constito- 
ency,  and  there  was  not  a  sin^  port 
which  even  a  small  vessel  coaU  make. 
except  in  the  smoothest  weather.  When 
the  north  and  north-west  winds  blew 
no  vessels  except  steamers  had  sufficient 
room  to  get  round  the  headlands  bat  came 
to  grief  in  the  small  bays.  They  had  no 
right  to  come  upon  the  poor  agricultiir- 
ists  of  Cornwall  to  contribute  to  the 
protection  of  the  shipping.  As  to  the 
particular  place  which  diould  be  selected 
he  admitted  there  was  a  natural  conflict 
of  opinion  upon  the  subject.  In  a  matter 
like  this  the  Board  of  Trade  ou^t  to 
appoint  an  impartial  authority  to  inves- 
tigate the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
report  as  to  the  best  place  suitable  for 
the  harbour.  H  it  was  takeai  up 
promptly  the  people  in  the  difEerent 
localities  would  be  satisfied. 

Sib  JOHN  KENNAWAT  (Devonshire, 
Honiton)  said  he  just  wished  to  add  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  practical  sugges- 
tion made  by  the  hon .  and  learned  Member 
for  Launceston.  It  might  bring  this 
matter  within  the  range  of  practical 
aflairs.  He  had  no  connection  with  that 
particular  part  of  the  coimty,  because  he 
resided  on  the  southern  coast  of  Devon- 
shire, where  they  had  not  the  same  severe 
storms  as  on  the  north  coast.  The  inoi- 
portant  trade  route  round  the  South- 
west of  the  island  had  claims  on  the 
Treasury  second  to  none.    He  and  his 
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frieads  wished  to  remove  the  stain  which 
rested  on  Parliamentthrough their  neglect 
of  the  lives  of  those  who  contributed  so 
greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
He  hoped  that  something  practical  would 
come  of  this  discussion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  McARTHUR  (Cornwall. 
St.  Austell)  said  he  protested  against  the 
doctrine  laid  down  that  these  harbours 
of  refuge  were,  in  any  sense,  a  local  matter 
ttot  concerning  the  country  as  a  whole. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  credit  of  the 
country  was  involved  in  setting  right  a 
9tate  of  things  so  appalUng.  Surely 
(^here,  as  had  here  been  most  clearly 
shown,  they  had  got  one  of  the  most 
langerous  coasts  in  England,  where  they 
[lad  wreck  after  wreck  and  the  most 
prions  loss  of  life  possible,  they  were 
lot  going  to  neglect  to  prevent  that  k)ss 
)f  life  simply  because  the  locality  was 
lot  rich.  The  argument  that  the  locality 
ihonld  bear  its  share  of  the  expense  of 
^tablishing  works  for  the  purpose  of 
laving  life  seemed  to  him  one  which 
ihonld  not  have  been  advanced.  More- 
>ver,  they  had  in  this  case  a  particular 
md  pressing  claim  on  the  Board  of  Trade 
>ecause  it  was  one  which  had  been 
ecognised  for  years,  one  which  had  been 
>roved  by  the  Conmiission  and  the 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  one 
srhich  had  been  proved  also  by  the  loss 
•f  life  which  regularly  took  place  on  the 
oast.  It  was  not,  he  admitted,  fair  to 
sk  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
o  tell  them  what  money  he  was  going 
o  spend  and  where  he  was  going  to 
stablish  the  harbour;  but  seeing  that 
here  was  a  unanimous  consensus  of 
pinion  in  the  whole  of  the  west  country 
8  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  something 
eing  done,  he  did  feel  justified  in  press- 
ig  bam  to  teU  them  that,  at  aU  events, 
is  Department  was  really  taking  the 
latter  up  in  earnest.  The  situation  of 
lie  harbour  was,  after  all,  a  matter  for 
xperts  tojdecide. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
lire,  Arfon)  said  that  in  connection  with 
le  Holyhead  Harbour  the  matter  had 
een  engaging  attention  for  quite  ten  or 
^elve  years,  but  the  reply  that  was 
iven  was  alwajrs  unsatisfactory.  All 
lat  they  wanted  was  that  the  har- 
our    should    be    rendered    capable  of  I 


accommodating        vessels.  Already 

£2,000,000  sterling  had  been  spent  on 
the  harbour,  but  the  result  achieved 
was  by  no  means  commensurate  with 
the  'expense  incurred.  A  very  narrow 
channal  led  into  the  inner  harbour,  and 
when  a  south-westerly  gale  was  blowing 
no  sailing  vessel  could  pass  through  it. 
Consequentlv  a  number  of  vessels  were 
always  in  the  outer  harbour  and  there 
was  danger  of  their  dragging  anchor  and 
being  driven  on  the  shore.  The  ques- 
tion of  making  Holyhead  Harbour  a 
harbour  of  refuge  for  the  shipping  of 
the  whole  world  had  been  raised  again 
and  again  in  the  House  yet  nothing 
had  been  accomplished.  They  asked 
now  for  an  undertaking  that  something 
tangible  would  be  the  result  of  the 
present  discussion;  if  so,  a  great  booa 
would  be  conferred  on  the  shipping 
community  at  large. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Barnstaple  had  truly 
said  that  the  topic  he  introduced  had  been 
before  the  House  again  and  again.  It 
had  certainly  been  discussed  in  every 
one  of  the  three  or  four  years  that  he  ^ 
had  been  at  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
did  not  complain  of  that,  but  the 
repetition  of  the  same  arguments  could 
only  be  met  by  a  repetition  of  the 
same  replies.  The  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Barnstaple  was  that  public 
money  should  be  spent  on  a  harbour  in 
the  locality  in  which  he  was  interested, 
and  that  without  the  special  provisions 
which  the  Treasury  had  advised  i  in 
analogous  cases.  He  had  raised  that 
claim  mainly  on  the  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  in  1884. 
There  appeared  to  be  a  considerable 
confusion  of  ideas  among  those  who 
supported  the  hon.  Member's  proposal. 
The  Select  Committee  made  two  recom- 
mendations, and  the  first  was  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  establish  a  great 
national  harbour  at  some  point  between 
Land's  End  and  the  coast  of  South 
Wales.  That  was  the  proposal  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Molton 
appeared  to  have  in  his  mind. 
The  hon.  Member  said  that  itLwas 
essentially  a  conmiercial  proposal,|and 
that  while  the  agriculturists  of  Devon- 
shire should  not  be  expected  to  pay 
money  for  this  expenditure,  it  would  be 
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reproductive  because  it  would  enable 
goods  to  be  carried  at  lower  rates  than  at 
present.  What  he  had  in  his  mind, 
therefore,  was  a  great  harbour  of  refuge 
for  the  extensive  commerce  running  up 
the  Bristol  Channel.  That,  he  ventured 
to  say,  was  not  the  proposal  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Barnstaple  had  in  his 
mind.  What  he  had  in  his  mind  wc^the 
second  recommendation  of  the  Select 
Committee,  which  was  that  a  small 
harbour  of  refuge  should  be  established 
between  Hartland  Point  and  Land's  End. 

*Mr.  scares  said  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  leave  the  kind  of  harbour 
and  the  site  to  any  committee  of  experts 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  might  appoint. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  that 
^ven  if  a  large  harbour  of  refuge  were 
constructed  somewhere  on  the  coast  of 
South  Wales  that  would  be  of  exceedingly 
little  advantage  to  the  hon.  Member's 
constituents.  He  would  deal  with  the 
proposal  which  appeared  to  commend 
itself  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Molton.  What  the  Committee 
J  said  was  that  it  was  not  expedient  to 
make  grants  of  public  money  for  harbour 
construction,  but  to  give  the  necessary 
aid  at  a  low  rate  of  interest.  There  was 
•one  class  of  harbour  which  it  was  evident 
should  be  constructed  at  the  public 
expense,  namely,  those  great  national 
harbours,  the  site,  extent,  and  mode  of 
<x>nstruction  of  which  should  be  deter- 
mined, not  by  considerations  of  the 
mercantile  marine  of  the  country,  or  of 
the  Navy,  but  by  considerations  of 
strategic  defence  and  Imperial  poUcy. 
It  was  evident  that  what  the  Committee 
had  in  their  mind  was  a  great  harbour  such 
as  the  Admiralty  were  now  constructing  at 
Dover.  A  harbour  of  that  class,  however, 
could  not  be  discussed  on  the 
present  Vote.  The  other  proposal 
of  the  Committee  was  that  grants  of 
public  money  might,  to  a  liviited  extent, 
be  given  in  aid  of  work  to  provide  a 
harbour  of  refuge  chiefly  for  fishermen 
on  certain  portions  of  the  coast;  and 
the^ Committee  added  in  another  para- 
graph that  it  fell  entirely  within  the 
province]  of  the  Government  to  provide 
this  needed  reform  in  those  districts,  it 
being'?  absolutely    impossible    that    the 
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fishermen  themselves  could  raise  suffi- 
cient funds  or  find  security  to  borrow 
money.  The  Committee  t^en  enumer 
ated  six  places  where  such  works  wcr<» 
most  needed.  The  Committee,  it  would 
be  observed,  made  those  recoinineiid&- 
tions  in  the  interests  of  the  fishing 
industry,  not  in  the  interests  of  commerce, 
and  among  numerous  proposals  of  the 
same  kind  was  a  harbour  of  refuge  ol 
the  north  coast  of  Cornwall,  whidi  wa» 
sixth  on  the  list.  Anyone  listening  to 
the  discussion  would  come  to  the  con- 
conclusion  that  the  one  proposal  which 
the  Conmiittee  made  was  in  connectioE 
with  this  harbour  of  refuge  on  the  cotst 
of  Cornwall,  and  that  successive  Goven- 
ments  had  been  very  remiss  in  not  giving 
effect  to  that  recommendation.  He 
would  add,  however,  that  not  one  of  tke 
proposals  of  the  Committee  for  harboan 
of  refuge  had  been  carried  out.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  seemed 
to  think  that  whenever  a  Committee 
made  a  Report  in  favour  of  expenditrnt 
on  a  particolar  harbour  that  that  recon- 
mendation  should  finally  decide  the 
question.  He  was  afraid  he  was  imabk 
to  accept  th&'j  view.  He  could  not 
regard  the  recommendation  of  any 
Committee  as  necessarily  inspired;  sad 
the  fact  that  the  Committee  referred  to 
had  reported  twenty  years  ago,  and  t^t 
successive  Governments  had  had  ih^ 
matter  repeatedly  under  consideratioD 
and  had  done  nothing,  was  not  neces- 
sarily a  proof  that  they  had  beeo 
remiss,  but  rather  indicated  that  in  their 
opinion  the  recommendations  of  the  Con- 
mittee  went  beyond  the  real  necessities  ol 
the  case.  , 

He  did  not  wish  to  prejudge  tht 
question  whether  a  harbour  of  refuge 
should  or  should  not  be  made  on  the 
north  coast  of  ComwalL  He  admitted 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  coast.  The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Molton  said  that  no 
amount  of  money  value  could  be  placed 
upon  human  life,  and  he  seemed  to  ai^e 
that,  if  a  single  life  could  be  saved  by  the 
construction  of  a  harbour  of  refuge  at 
whatever  cost,  such  expenditure  woiud  be 
economical;  but  while  he  had  great 
sympathy  with  the  views  of  the  hon. 
Member,  it  must  be  admitted  that  thi? 
was  a  counsel  of  perfection.  If  they  were 
to  proceed  on  this  principle  it  was 
clear  that  they  would  have  to  dot  the 
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-coast  of  the  United  Kingdom  with 
harbours  of  refuge.  But  when  they 
<2ame  to  consider  whether  such  harbours 
■should  or  should  not  be  constructed  in 
particular  instances,  it  was  clear  that  thev 
w^ere  bound  to  take  other  matters  into 
consideration.  After  all,  the  seafarine 
calling  was  necessarily  dangerous,  and 
all  that  could  be  done  was  to  diminish  the 
dangers,  not  remove  them  altogether. 
The  hon.  Member  for.  Barnstaple  gave 
certain  figures  which  he  quoted  from  the 
official  wreck  Returns  for  1903,  giving  the 
total  number  of  casualties  on  this  part  of 
the  coast  as  371 — 68  being  from  Hartland 
Point  to  Land's  End,  and  303  to  the 
north  of  Hartland  Point.  But  the  hon. 
Member  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that 
if  the  harbour  of  refuge  was  to  be  made 
between  Hartland  Point  and  Land's 
End  the  proper  number  of  casualties  to 
quote  was  sixty-eight. 

*Mb.  scares  said  he  did  not  say  that 
a  harbour  of  refuge  ought  to  be  con- 
structed between  Hartland  Point  and 
Land's  End,  but  somewhere  between 
Land's  End  and  the  Severn. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  that 
In  that  case  the  hon.  Member  no  longer 
had  support  for  his  proposal  from  the 
recommendation  of  the  Select  Committee, 
which  was  that  a  fishing  harbour  should 
be  constructed  on  this  coast.  If  it  was 
to  be  a  great  national  harbour  as  dis- 
tinguished from  a  harbour  of  refuge 
for  fishermen  it  did  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  this  Vote ;  if  it  was  to  be  a 
hiu'bour  for  the  benefit  of  fishermen  the 
statistics  quoted  by  the  hon.  Member 
were  hardly  relevant.  He  had  asked  the 
•expert  adviser  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  analyse  very  carefully  the  wrecks  that 
liad  taken  place  on  this  coast,  in  order  to 
.ascertain  what  proportion  might  have 
been  avoided  if  there  had  been  a  harbour 
•of  refuge,  or  two  harbours  north  and 
south  of  Trevose  Head  respectively. 
<yasualties  occurred  repeatedly  from 
causes  which  the  existence  of  a  harbour 
of  refuge  could  not  possibly  prevent. 
Captain  Freiericks  had  gone  most 
carefully  into  the  figures  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  with  the  result  that  he 
had  discovered  that  the  total  number  of 
casualties  which  might  be  attributed  to 
the  absence  of  harbours  of  refuge  was 
forty-eight,  and  that  the  number  of  lives 
lost  was  118.    So  it  worked  out  in  this 


way,  that  on  this  rook-boimd  coast  of 
between  seventy  and  eighty  miles  in  length 
the  number  of  casualties  which  might 
have  been  prevented  had  there  been 
harbours  of  refuge  amounted  on  the 
average  to  2}  a  year  and  the  number  of 
lives  lost  to  six  a  year.  Captain 
Fredericks  told  him  also  that  he  was 
himself  astonished  at  thesmallnessof  the 
numbers,  but  the  reason  was  no  doubt 
clear ;  the  coast  was  known  to  be  danger- 
ous; it  was  known  that  in  heavy  weather 
vessels  would  be  in  a  position  of  great 
peril  and  they  consequently  avoided  it. 
Another  interesting  point  was  that  al- 
though the  amount  of  traffic  had  enor- 
mously increased  the  actual  number  of 
casualties  and  of  lives  lost  had  not  shown 
a  proportionate  increase,  and  probably 
the  lesser  total  of  small  coasting  vessels 
wrecked  was  due  to  the  fact  that  more 
of  them  were  now  worked  by  steam. 
Although  he  did  not  wish  for  one  minute 
to  minimise  the  seriousness  of  these 
figures,  still  he  thought  the  state  of 
things  they  revealed  was  not  nearly  so 
serious  as  the  hon.  Member  had  indi- 
cated. He  had  not  quoted  Captain 
Fredericks  in  order  to  show  that  it  would 
not  be  desirable  to  construct  a  harbour 
of  refuge  on  this  coast,  but  he  thought 
he  showed  that  it  was  very  doubtful 
whether  it  would  be  worth  the  enormous 
expenditure  for  original  construction  and 
maintenance  that  would  be  involved. 
The  character  of  the  coast  was  such  that 
if  they  were  really  to  deal  with  the  pro- 
blem they  would  have  to  construct  not  one 
harbour,  but  two.  The  force  of  the  seas 
on  this  coast  was  terrific,  and  consequently 
the  original  cost  of  construction  would  be 
heavy  as  well  as  the  cost  of  maintenance. 
These  reasons  made  him  doubt  whether 
it  would  really  be  worth  while  to  spend 
public  money  on  the  construction  of  the 
harbour  which  was  asked  for. 

But  there  was  another  objection. 
If  the  proposal  were  acceded  to  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  giving  the 
go-by  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
Treasury  with  respect  to  the  construc- 
tion of  harbours  of  refuge.  So  much 
pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear 
on  respective  Governments  for  the  con- 
struction of  these  harbours  that  the  Treas- 
ury were  obliged — quite  recently,  within, 
he  beUeved,  the  last  five  years — to  lay 
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down  tlie  conditions  that  the  application 
for  a  harbour  of  refuge  should  come  from 
the  local  authority,  and  that  it  should  be 
accompanied  by  an  undertaking  to  con- 
tribute to  the  original  cost  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  the  harbour. 
No  application  had  come  from  a  local 
authority  in  the  preseort  case.  He  had 
offered  before,  and  he  repeated  the  ofEer 
now,  that  if  such  an  application  came 
from  the  local  authority,  and  it  it  were 
f ayourably  viewed  by  the  Haibour  Grants 
Committee,  to  whom  it  would  be  referred, 
he  would  press  the  Treasury  to  forego 
the  contribution  which  under  their  rules 
thev  would  require  from  the  local 
authority. 

'^Mb.  so  ABES :  To  what  local  author- 
ity does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refer? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  I  suppose 
the  county  council. 

'^Mr.  SCARES:  Do  I  understand  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  requires  an 
application  from  the  county  councils  of 
Devon  and  Cornwall  ? 

Mb.  GERALD  BALFOUB  said  an  ap- 
pUcation  ^m  any  local  authoritywould  be 
sufficient  to  initiate  the  matter  but  it  was 
necessary  it  should  be  accompanied  by  an 
offer  to  contribute  part  of  the  expense. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  Have  they  the  power  1 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  clearly 
there  was  some  such  power  because  under 
the  Treasury  regulation  sums  had 
actually  been  subscribed.  He  rather 
thought  the  county  council  had  the  power. 

*MR.  SOARES  :  This  is  most  important. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  require 
an  application  from  the  county  councils 
of  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  ho  had 
already  stated  that  an  application  from 
some  local  authority  with  an  offer  to  pay 
part  of  the  estimated  expense  would  l>e 
sufficient  to  initiate  the  movement.  No 
such  application  had  been  made  and  hon. 
Members  had  instead  come  to  the  House 
and  asked  it  to  adopt  a  procedure  in 
direct  contradiction  of  the  rules  laid 
down  by  the  Treasury.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Ross  and  Uromarty  had  put 
forward   certain   proposals  affecting   the 
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North  of  Scotland,  and  he  could  only 
promise  that  if  proper  repreflentatioiis 
were  made  to  the  B^ird  of  Trade  they 
would  be  duly  considered.  With  regard 
to  Holyhead  Harbour,  very  oonsideniUe 
sums  of  monev  had  been  spent  oo  its 
improvement  during  the  last  five  yean, 
but  if  any  special  aaditional  expenditure 
were  required  the  matter  would  be  cut- 
fully  considered  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Not  long  ago  a  rather  extensive  scheme 
was  brought  forward  and  actually  received 
the  assent  of  the  Treasury  but  farther 
investigation  showed  that  the  cost  would 
considerably  exceed  the  estimate  and  it 
had  consequently  to  be  dropped. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire. 
Ilkeston)  suggested  that  the  turn  posn- 
mus  attitude  of  the  ri^t  hon.  Ckntk- 
man  was  more  applicable  to  a  coast 
line  where  there  were  mercantile  ports 
capable  of  making  representatiofi 
But  here  they  had  a  long  coast  line, 
known  to  be  one  of  the  most  dangeroie 
around  the  country,  and  there  was  do 
mercantile  port  sJong  it  to  make  the 
application  whichtheright  hon.  Oentleman 
had  said  was  essential ;  and  it  was  scarcelr 
a  matter  for  the  county  council,  or  for  anV 
smaller  local  authority.  The  positioa 
of  this  coast  line  was  unique,  and,  beiw 
unique,  the  reply  of  the  Prefiideot  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  might  have  been 
more  sympathetic.  What  were  the  facts ! 
Every  Committee  of  inquiry  whick 
had  considered  this  matter  had  reported 
in  favour  of  providing  harbours  of 
refuge.  It  had  been  proved  that  tho^ 
had  been  a  lamentable  and  unneoessarr 
loss  of  life  on  the  iron-boupd  coast  of 
Cornwall,  and  it  would  have  been  mor^ 
to  his  credit  if  the  right  hon.  €knt^ 
man  had  been  more  sympathetic  in  his 
reply.  It  was  not  the  duty  of  a  Hinis* 
ter  to  be  bound  by  rules  and  regula- 
tions, it  was  for  him,  if  necessary,  to 
break  the  rules  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  at  large ;  and  in  this  case,  if  th^r 
was  no  precedent  for  the  present  demand, 
the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  might  make  a 
precedent  where  the  saving  of  life  at  set 
was  concerned.  If  the  right  hon.  G^entle- 
man  chose  to  put  it  on  economical  grounds, 
surely  if  they  had  to  spend  X50,000  or 
£60,000  on  harbours  of  refuge  they  would 
get  a  good  return  for  their  money  in  the 
shai>e  of  the  saving  of  life  and  the  pro- 
tection of  property.  There  could  be  oo 
better  investment  of  public  money. 
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Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  S.)  proposed 
o  discuss  matters  connected  with  Wex- 
ord  Harbour,  but  was  ruled  out  of  order 
>y  the  Chairman. 

♦Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
^orthwieh)  said  that  no  doubt  it  was  well 
he  Treasury  should  lay  down  strict  rules 
nth  reffloti  to  the  expenditure  of  public 
Qoney,  out,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  suggested  it  was  desirable  that  some 
application  should  be  made  from  the  dis- 
rict  where  this  harbour  of  refuge  was 
equired,  he  would  like  to  ask  whether 
limilar  applications  were  insisted  on 
)efore  the  grants  were  made  for  the 
elief  of  the  West  Indies.  Again,  did  the 
ocal  authorities  in  Uganda  guarantee 
nterest  on  the  £6,000,000  required  for 
he  constniction  of  the  railway  7  No- 
>ody  accused  the  President  of  the  Board 
>i  Trade  of  extravagance;  but  they 
isked  the  Grovemment  to  observe  a 
;ertain  proportion  in  their  expenditure, 
md  have  some  regard  to  the  relative 
mportance  of  these  islands  as  compared 
vith,  say,  the  West  Indies  or  Uganda, 
)n  which  so  much  was  so  freely  spent, 
rhe  Committee  appointed  in  1884 
eported  two  years  later  that  a  certain 
lumber  of  harbours  was  required  in  the 
>ublic  interest,  yet  not  one  of  them  had 
)een  made !  He  would  like  to  be  able 
rO  convince  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or 
lis  successor,  whoever  he  might  be,  that 
here  were  better  ways  of  spending 
mblic  money  than  scattering  it  in  afi 
>arts  of  the  world  except  at  home,  even 
f  they  only  applied  it  to  the  saving  of 
if  a  Now  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
he  coast  of  France  and  there  he  found 
hat  they  studied  the  interests  of  the 
toasting  trade  and  provided  harbours  of 
'efuge  for  its  benefit  instead  of  limiting 
heir  expenditure  to  military  harbours. 
3e  had  come  to  the  conclusion  thai  they 
meht  to  follow  the  example  of  France, 
ind  instead  of  spending  money  almost  ex- 
jlusively  on  military  harbours,  the  Trea- 
sury should  do  something  for  harbours  of 
*efuge  in  poor  but  important  districts  on 
ihe  coast.  It  was  just  in  the  most  poverty- 
stricken  districts  where  thegreatest  danger 
existed,  and  as  long  as  the  Treasury  mam- 
»ined  its  present  rule,  it  was  those  very 
listricts  which  would  suffer  most.  If  they 
H>uld  not  convince  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan,  then  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  right 
ion.    Gentleman    would    soon    have    a 


successor    who  would    prove    more   ap- 
proachable   to    reason    in    this    matter. 

Mr.  duke  asked  whether,  if  a  joint 
appUcation  was  made  by  the  county 
councils  of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  direct  a 
pubhc  inquiry  to  be  held,  with  a  view  to 
some  practical  action  being  taken  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  replied  that 
if  the  county  councils  made  an  applica- 
tion, accompanied  by  a  statement  as  to 
where  they  thought  such  a  harbour  was 
desirable,  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  and  an 
expression  of  their  readiness  to  bear  a 
proportion  of  the  expenditure,  the 
matter  would  go  before  the  Harbours 
Committee  and  an  inquiry  would  be 
niade. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  said  that  that  was 
practically  no  ofEer  at  all.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  county  councib  to  sub- 
mit estimates  of  the  cost ;  they  had  not 
the  necessary  officers  and  machinery  for 
the  work.  He  understood  that  the 
Treasury  required  two-thirds  of  the  cost 
to  be  borne  by  the  locality. 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  that 
that  was  the  rule  of  the  Treasury,  but  if 
it  could  be  shown  that  this  harbour  was 
really  desirable  he  would  be  prepared  to 
urge  that  the  severity  of  that  regulation 
should  be  relaxed. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  pointed  out  that  a 
penny  rate!  in  his  county  would  produce 
only  £8,000,  and  they  could  hardty  ex- 
pect inland  ratepayers  to  bear  a  six- 
penny rate  for  this  purpose.  Moreover, 
it  was  not  a  local  affair  at  all ;  it  was  a 
matter  of  national  concern,  and  should 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  meet 
the  demand  which  had  been  made  so  far 
as  to  send  an  inspector  or  engineer  to 
make  inquiries  I 

Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR  said  he  was 
not  prepared  to  take  the  initiative  by 
sending  down  an  inspector,  because,  in 
his  opinion,  that  woidd  be  begging  the 
principal  question  at  issue,  viz.,  whether 
such  a  harbour  should  be  made  orjnot. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  contended  that  the 
Boaid  of  Trade  were  just  the  body  who 
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should  decide  that  question.  The  county 
councils ^pertainly  could  not  do  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  really  not 
made  a  fair  ofEer  at  all.  If  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  to  do  their  duty,  it  was 
necessary  that  they  should  send  down  an 
inspector  or  engineer  to  ascertain  whether 
or  QOt  such  a  [^harbour  was  a  pressing 
necessity.^  fefc.  ..» 

Mr.  GERAID  BALFOUR  said  that 
if  such  an  argument  were  admitted,  it 
could,  and  immediately  would,  be  used 
in  reference  to  ma  ay  other  districts  in 
the  country. 

'^Mr.  SOARES  said  that  unless  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  consented  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  examine 
into  the  matter  he  would  be  obliged  to 
take  a  division.  The  Board  of  Trade 
had  all  the  necessary  machinery  at  its 
command,  and  that  machinery  was  paid 
for  by  the  State.  The  county  councils 
had  not  the  necessary  machinery.  Why, 
then,  could  not  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man allow  it  to  be  used  ?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to  a  private 
Report ;  but  hon.  Members  were  in  entire 
ignorance  of  the  contents  of  that  Report 
and  of  the  evidence  upon  which  it  was 
based.  What  they  wanted  was  that  the 
evidence  should  be  taken  locally,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
grant  the  committee  for  which  he  had 
been  asked. 

Sir  ROBERT  ROPNER  (Stockton) 
said  that  if  this  harbour  of  refuge  was  in- 
tended simply  for  fishing  boats  and  small 
coasting  vessels  he  could  understand  the 
demand  being  made,  but  if  it  was  meant 
to  benefit  the  mercantile  marine  it 
would  be  an  absolute  waste  of  money. 
Sailing  vessels  were  rapidly  becoming 
obsolete;  the  mercantile  marine  was 
now  mainly  composed  of  steam  vessels, 
which,  in  case  of  necessity,  couU  alwa\8 
leave  the  coast  and  get  out  of  danger. 

Mb.  RUNCIMAN  (Dewsbury)  said 
that  this  particular  part  of  the  coast  was 
that  where  sailing  vessels  most  abounded. 
In  the  Bristol  Channel  ports  last  year 
3,000  sailing  vessels  arrived  and  only 
11,000  steamers.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  referred  to  the  Report  of  1886, 
and  had  said  that  none  of  its  recommen- 
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dations  had  been  carried  out.  Two  of  those 
recommendations  referred  to  the  coast 
between  Duncansby  Head  and  Aberdeen, 
and  between  the  North  Foreland  and 
Beachy  Head.  He  would  c^U  the  atten- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  the  fact  that  the  refuge  harbour 
of  Peterhead,  between  Duncansby  Head 
and  Aberdeen,  was  built  out  of  pubbe 
money*  As  to  the  coast  between  the 
North  Foreland  and  Beachy  Head,  was 
not  the  new  harbour  at  Dover  a  refuge 
harbour  ?  Whether  it  was  an  Admiraltj 
harbour  or  not,  it  was  a  refuge  harbour 
on  one  of  the  most  dangerous  coasts,  and 
would  be  very  largely  built  out  of  funis 
that  woukl  have  to  be  guaranteed  bj 
the  Exchequer.  Therefore  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  on 
that  point  was  inaccurate.  The  opinion 
of  the  county  councik  as  to  a  suitable 
site  for  a  refuge  harbour  on  the  coast  of 
North  Devon  or  North  Cornwall  would 
not  be  worth  the  paper  it  was  printed 
on;  they  were  not  harbour  authorities. 
The  Board  of  Trade  would  compromiBe 
neither  their  dignity  nor  independence 
by  sending  a  man  down  to  inquire  into 
the  feasibility  of  the  proposal.  Bathe 
feared  the  only  way  to  persuade  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  alter 
his  mind  would  be  to  take  him  down  the 
Bristol  Channel  when  there  was  a  strong 
nor'wester  bbwing  and  leave  him  under 
the  lee  of  Lundy  Island  for  a  couple  of 
tides,  with  the  wind  blowing  first  with 
the  tide  and  then  against  it.  He  was 
convinced  the  first  act  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  his  return  to  terra  firms 
would  be  to  grant  the  prayer  which  had 
been  made. 

♦Mr.  AINSWORTH  (Argyllshire)  re- 
marked that  the  country  had  no  more 
valuable  asset  than  its  fishing  population. 
The  fact  ihat  sailing  vessels  were  be«>m> 
ing  obsolete  in  the  mercantile  marine  was 
an  additional  proof  of  the  value  of  the  fish- 
ing fleets,  because  it  was  only  on  sailing 
vessels  that  sailors  could  be  properly 
educated  .  His  constituency  had  a  coast 
line  of  over  100  miles,  but  a  penny  rate 
in  Argyllshire  would  probably  produce 
only  £800,  so  that  it  was  just  in  those 
places  where  the  need  for  protection  was 
greatest  that  the  power  of  local  assistance 
was  smallest.  It  was  hi^  time  that  the 
officials  of  the^Board  of  Trade  should  be 
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oused  to  a  sense  of  the  responsibility 
sting  upon  them,  and  immediate  steps 
ight  to  be  taken  for  the  encouragement 
one  of  the  most  important  interests  of 
le  British  Empire.  It  was  much  easier  I 
»  build  ironclads  than  to  get  sailors  to  | 
ork  them,  and  without  sailors  of  what 
ilue  were  the  ironclads  ?  He  hoped  the 
iterests  of  the  fishing  industry  would  no 
nger  be  neglected  in  the  manner  they 
id  been. 

♦Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
3meryshire)  pointed  out  that  the  long 
wretch  of  Cardigan  Bay,  although  it 
ossessed  several  places  well  adapted  for 
[le  purpose,  was  entirely  destitute  of 
naall  harbours  of  refuge  for  fishing  boats, 
'he  Welsh  people  had  been  taunted  with 
ot  being  good  sailors,  but  the  reason 
ras  that  their  coast  was  altogether 
ranting  in  harbours.  Their  kinsmen  in 
Jrittany  provided  the  French  navy  with 
aany  of  its  most  illustrious  seamen. 
le  pressed  opon  the  Board  of  Trade  the 
lesirability  of  an  amendment  of  their 
»olicy  in  this  respect.  A  very  small 
»ercentage  of  the  scandalous  waste  on  the 
iimy  misht  well  be  applied  to  the  pro- 

ision  of  harbours  on  tiie  coast  of  Wales. 

On  the  House  being  cleared  for  a 
.ivision, 
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♦Mr.  S0ARE3,  seated  and  with  his 
hat  on,  said  that  he  had  moved  an 
Amendment,  whereas  the  Chairman  had 
put  the  Main  Question. 


♦The  chairman  explained  that  the 
Amendment  had  been  moved  before  the 
dinner-hour,  and  that  all  Motions  for 
reductions  dropped  when  Progress  waa 
reported. 

♦Mr.  SCARES  pointed  out  that  at 
the  time  of  the  adjournment  for  dinner 
an  hon.  Member  was  in  the  middle  of 
a  speech  on  the  Amendment,  which 
speech  he  rdsumed  at  nine  o'clock. 
Under  those  circumstances  was  it  neces- 
sary that  the  Amendment  should  be  again 
moved,  and,  if  so,  by  whom  ? 

♦The  chairman  said  it  was  certainly 
necessary  that  the  Amendment  should  be 
again  moved.  It  was  a  well-known  Rule 
of  the  House  that  on  Progress  being 
reported  all  Motions  for  reduction 
dropped.  The  Amendment  could  have 
been  moved  by  any  hon.  Member. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  164 ;. 
Noes,  105.    (Division  List  No.  100.) 


Lgg-Gardner,  Jamee  Tynte 
LDBOii,  Sir  William  Reynell 
irkwnght,  John  Stanhope 
imold.For8ter«Bt.Hn.HughO. 
Uher,  Alexander 
Uldnson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
3ain,  Colonel  James  Robert 
Jaloarres,  Lord 

3allour,Rt.Hon.A.J.  (Manoh*r) 
3alfour,Rt.Hn.GeraldW(Leeds 
^foor,  Kenneth  R.  (Christoh. 
Banbury,  Sir  Frederick  George 
iiignold,  Arthur 
Sigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brotherton,  Edward  Allen 
'ampbell,J.H.M.(Dublin  Uniy. 
.arson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Edw.  H. 
Javendish  V.C.W.  (Derbyshire 
Jeoil,  Evelyn  (Aston  Manor) 
Ueoil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwioh) 
L;hamberlain,RtHn.J.A(Worc. 
(JhapUn,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Jlive,  Captain  Percy  A. 
Doates,  Edward  Feetham 
CkMhrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  A£ 
:?olomb,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  C.R. 


AYES. 

Oompton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Sir  Frederick  Lucas 
Corbett, A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Craig,Chvles  CurtiB(Antrim,8. 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Croesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Savile 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  William  Bromley 
Dickson,  Ciharles  Scott 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Di^aeli,  Ckmingsby  Ralph 
Dorington,Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  R 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Doxford,  Sir  William  Theodore 
Duming-Lawrenoe,  Sir  Ekiwin 
Dyke,Rt.Hon.Sir  WUliam  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A  de  Tatton 
Faber,  Edmund  B.  (Hants,  W. 
Faher,  George  Denison  (York) 
Fergu88on,Kt.Hn.Sir  J.(Bianc*r 
Fielden,  Edward  Brooklehurst 
Finch,  Rt.  Hon.  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitz(3torald,  Sir  Robert  Penrose 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fo8ter,Philip  S.(Warwick,S.W. 
^ler,  John  Ar^ur 


Gardner,  Ernest 
Gordon,  Hn.  J.  E.  (Elgin&NaimV 
Gordon,llaj  Evan8-(T'r  Hmlets. 
Gk>re,Hn.G.R.C.Ormsby.(S«lop. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury). 
Gretton,  John 

Hami]ton,Marq.of(L*nd*ndery ) 
Hardy,Laurenoe(  Kent,  Ashf ord 
Hare,  Thomas  Liaigh 
Heath,  Arthur  Howard  (Hanley 
Heath,  James  (Stafifords,  N.W. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hekler,  Augustus 
Henderson^ir  A  (Stafford,  W. ) . 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hogg,  Lindsay 

Hope,J.F.(Sheffield,  Brightside 
Houston,  Robert  Paterson 
Hunt,  Rowland 

Jebb,  Sir  Richard  daveihonse- 
JefEreys,Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Fred. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,RtHon.Sir  John  H. 
Kenyon-SIaney,  Ool.  W.  (Salop. 
Low,  Andrew  Bonar  (Glasgow) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Law8on,JohnGrant(York8»N.R 
Lee,  Art  Uur  H.(Hant8.,Fareha  mi 
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Legge,  Col.  Hon.  Heneace 
Leveson-Oower,  Frederid^  N.S. 
LoDgyCol.QuirleB  W.  (Evesham 
LoDg,Rt.Hon. Walter  (Bristol^ 
Lncaa.  Col.  Francis  (Lowestoft) 
LuoaSyReginald  J.  (Portsmouth) 
L^tteltOD,  Rt.  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona»  John  Camming 
M*Arthiir,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Oalmont,  Colonel  James 
M*Iyer,SirLewis  (EdinburghW. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Maxwell,  W.J.H  (Dnmfneeshire 
Milner,Rt.Hon.8ir  Frederick  G. 
JUlvain,  Thomas 
Montagii,Hon.J.  Scott  (Hanta.) 
Morrison^  James  Archibald 
Murray,Rt.HonAGraham(Bate 
Murray,  Cliarles  J.  (CJoventry) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Peel,Hn.  Wm.  Robert  Wellesley 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
PUkmgton,  Colonel  Richard 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plummer,  Walter  R. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 


Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt..Col.  E^dward 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Sir  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  James  (Greenock) 
Remnant,  James  Farquharson 
Renwiok,  George 
Ridley,S.Forde(Bethnal  Green) 
Roberts,  Samuel  (Sheffield) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
RoUeston,  Sir  John  F.  L. 
Ropner,  Colonel  Sir  Robert 
Round,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Rutherford,  John  (Lancashire) 
Sackville,  Col.  S.  G. 
Sadler,  (>o1.  Samuel  Alexander 
Saunderson,Rt.Hn.<Do1.  Edw.J. 
Scott,  Sir  S.  (Maijlebone.  W.) 
Seely,Maj.J.£.B.  (Isle  of  Wight 
Seton-Karr,  Sir  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,HC.(North*mb.Tyne6ide 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spear,  John  Ward 
Stanley ,Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Lanes.) 


Stewart,  Sir  Hark  J.  MTaggart 
Sl^tt,  Hon.  Cliarieii  HedJey 
Talbot,  Lord  B.  (Chichester) 
TWbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxrd  Unix. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Sir  Wm.  Edw.  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Tuff,  Charles 
Tuke,  Sir  John  Batty 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrondi,Rt  Hn.Sir  William  H. 
Warde,  (}o1onel  C  E. 
Webb,  Colonel  William  George 
Welby,Sir  Chariea  G.E.(Notts.i 
Whiteley^(Aahtoii  mul.  Lyne 
Whitmore,  Claries  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Borvet) 
Wilson,  John  (Glaagow) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.B.(Bathi 
Wolff,  Gustay  Wilhelm 
Wyndham.Quin«  OoL  W.  H. 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstroing 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Aves — Sb 
Alexander  Adand  -  Hood 
and  Mr.  Ailwyn  Fellowes. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,K.E.) 
Ainsworth,  Joan  Stirling 
Ashton  Thomas  Gair 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Black,  Alexander  William 
Boliuid,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  George  M.  (Edinburgh) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  John  (Armagh,  S.) 
Oauston,  Richard  Knight 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
<Yean,  Eugene 
Cremer,  vvilliam  Randal 
■Cullinan,  J. 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Alfred  (Carmarthen) 
Delany,  William 
Devlin,  CharlesRam8ay(Gal  way 
Derlin, Joseph  (Kilkenny,  N.) 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Elibank^  Master  of 
Farrell,  James  Patrick 
Fenwick,  C^iarlee 
French,  Peter 
Field,  William 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Freeman-Thomas,  Captain  F. 
Gilhooly,  James 
Gladstone,  Kt.  Hn.HerbertJohn 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
•Grant,  Corrie 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


NOE& 

Harmswortlu  R.  Leicester 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Helme,  Norval  Watson 
Henderson,  Arthur  (Durham) 
Hobhouse,  C.E.H.  (Bristol,  E.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys. Owen,  Arthur  C. 
J  ones,  William  (dl^amarvonshire 

;  Joyce,  Michael 

I  Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

I  Kilbride,  Denis 

'  Lambert,  <3eorge 

I  Law,  Hugh  Alex.  (Donegal,  W. 
Leigh,  Sir  Joseph 

I  Leng,  Sir  John 

I  Levy,  Maurice 

I  Lough,  Thomas 

I  Lundon,  W. 
Lyell,  Charles  Henry 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
M'Arthur,  William  (ComwaU) 
M*Hugh,  Patrick  A. 
M*Kean,  John 
M'Killop,  W.  (Sligo,  North) 
Markham,  Arthur  Basil 
Moss,  Samuel 

I  Mumaghan,  George 

I  Murphy,  John 

I  Nannetti,  JoeephT. 
Nolan,  Joseph  (Louth,  South) 

,  Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

,  O'Brien,  K.  (Tipperary,  Mid.) 

I  O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipporary,  N.) 
O'Connor,  Jame8(Wioklow,  W.) 
O'Doherty,  William 

(  O'Donnell,  John  (Mayo,  8.) 


I  0'Dowd,John 
I  O'MaUey,  William 
I  O'Shaughnessy,  P.  J. 
I  Partington,  Oswald 

Pease,  J.  A  (Saffron  W&iden) 
!  Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Power,  Patrick  Joae^ 
!  Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 
!  Redmond,  William  (Ctare) 
I  Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 

Roche,  John 

Rundman,  Walter 

Samuel,  S.  M.  (Whitechapd) 

Shaw,  €?harles  Edw.  (Stafford] 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawiok  R) 

Sheehy,  David 

Shipman,  Dr.  John  G. 

Slack,  John  Bamford 

Sullivan,  Donal 

Taylor,  Theodore  C.  (Haddiffe 

Thomas,David  Alfred(Mflrthyr ) 

ThomaSyJ  A  (Glamorgan,Gowcr 

Tomkinson,  James 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wason,  John  Cathcart  (Orlmey 
I  Weir.  James  Galloway 
I  Whitley,  J.  H.  (Halifax) 
I  Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
I  Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
I  Woodhouse,SirJT.(HQddersfd 
'  Young,  Samuel 

TSLLXBS    FOR   THB  NoBS— Mr. 

Soares  and  Mr.   Fletcher 
Moulton. 


Motion  mad<^,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £35,500,  be 
granted  to  His  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
.sum    necessary    to  defray    the   Charge 


which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  dav 
of  March,  1905,  for  Expenditure  in  re- 
spect of  Royal  Palaces." 
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Mr.  WHITLEY  (Halifax)  thought  that 
this  Vote  needed  some  further  explana- 
tion, for  he  would  be  able  to  show  that 
the  promises  made  by  the  Government 
in  regard  to  this  expenditure  had  not 
been  carried  out.  This  Vote  was  for 
X6 1,500,  and  it  had  increased  during 
the  past  four  years  by  no  less  than  60 
per  cent.  Two  years  ago  the  reason 
given  for  this  increase  was  on  account 
of  alterations  carried  out  in  consequence 
of  His  Majesty's  accession  to  the  Throne, 
and  it  was  then  stated  that  this  was 
purely  a  temporary  increase.  Now  they 
discovered  that  thi**  excessive  sum  was 
being  maintained  permanently.  On  the 
15th  May,  1902,  when  the  present 
Home  Secretary  was  First  Commissioner 
of  Works,  he  stated  that  although  this 
Vote  was  larger  than  the  normal  Vote 
it  was  accounted  for  by  the  extra  ex- 
penditure rendered  necessary  by  a 
change  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Throne 
and  the  «iccession  of  His  Majesty,  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  stated  that 
this  extra  expenditure  would  disappear 
from  the  Estimates  in  future  years.  He 
wished  to  know  where  the  disappearance 
was,  because  the  Vote  had  shown  no 
signs  of  any  reduction,  and  he  felt 
sure  it  was  much  higher  than  it  ought 
to  be.  The  two  items  which  were  ex- 
cessive were  those  for  new  works, 
alteration^  and  additions,  and  for  main- 
tenance and  repairs.  They  all  recog- 
nised that  substantial  alterations  were 
required  to  bring  the  Royal  Palaces  up 
to  date,  but  they  did  not  anticipate  that 
temporary  additions  to  the  expenditure 
would  remain  as  permanent  increases. 
If  this  kind  of  thing  was  allowed  to  go 
on  economy  would  never  be  attained  by 
the  Committee.  Last  year  they  com- 
plained of  the  large  sums  of  money  spent 
upon  new  works,  and  they  were  then 
told  that  those  works  had  brought  the 
Royal  Palaces  up  to  date.  He  id  not 
see  why  they  should  continue  spending 
£40,000  per  annum  upon  maintenance  and 
repairs  and  in  order  to  eUcit  an  explana- 
tion and  to  get  to  know  why  the  promise  of 
the  Home  Secretary  had  not  been  carried 
out,  he  begged  to  move  a  reduction  of 
this  Vote  by  £5,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £30,100,  be 
granted  for  the  said  service." — (Mt. 
Whitley.) 

VOL.  CXXXIII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


I  Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 
said  they  were  accustomed  to  ex- 
traordinary precedents  in  connection 
with  the  business  of  the  House, 
but  he  looked  with  surprise  at  the 
reluctance  of  the  noble  Lord  to  reply 
upon  this  point.  If  the  noble  Lord  was 
ready  to  reply  he  would  give  way  at 
once.  He  associated  himself  entirely 
with  the  protest  which  had  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax.  This 
Estimate  was  on  a  par  with  several 
other  Estimates  which  had  been  before 
the  Committee  during  the  last  week,  in 
which  temporary  expenditure  in  pre- 
vious years  had  now  appeared  as 
permanent  expenditure.  He  did  not 
care  whether  it  was  for  Royal 
Palaces  or  for  any  other  building,  but  he 
thought£4O,000ayearputon  the  Estimates 
year  after  year  for  maintenance  and  repairs 
was  a  great  deal  too  much ;  more  especi- 
ally when  they  remembered  that  upon 
the  last  occasion  when  this  Estimate  was 
I  before  the  Committee  the  Home  Secretary 
.  distinctly  stated  that  this  expenditure 
j  was  purely  consequent  upon  the  lamonted 
!  death  of  the  late  Queen,  and  that  it  was 
I  only  a  temporary  matter.  It  had  not 
I  been  suggested  that  any  new  or  expensive 
'  building  had  been  put  up.  He  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  would  be  able  to  give 
them  more  information  in  regard  to  this 
Vote.  There  was  another  matter  he 
wi  hed  0  raise.  He  would  like  to  know 
if  the  noble  Lord  got  estimates  for  all 
this  expenditure.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  general  feeling  amongst  contractors 
that  if  they  only  got  a  Government  job 
once  for  a  Royal  Palace  they  would  keep 
it  for  all  time,  and  if  they  got  the  original 
contract  they  could  have  as  many  ad- 
ditions as  they  liked.  It  was  the  habit 
in  some  Government  offices  where  con- 
tracts were  invited,  to  leave  the  whole 
thing  to  one  particular  official,  and  no 
matter  whether  thirty  or  forty  large 
contractors  spent  thou  ands  of  pounds 
in  preparing  estimates,  the  work  mvari- 
ably  went  to  some  particular  contractor. 
He  hoped  that  was  not  the  case  with  the 
Department  for  which  the  noble  Lord 
was  responsible,  but  he  wished  to  know 
who  had  the  giving  out  of  those  contracts 
and  who  was  responsible  for  seeing  that 
the  work  was  properly  carried  out. 
These  items  now  appeared  to  be  per- 
manently charged  on  the  Estimates,  and 
3  G 
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Adjournment 
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of  the  House. 
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he  would  like  to  know  if  the  noble  Lord 
had  any  suggestions  to  make  that,  in  re- 
gard to  this  Vote,  it  was  not  a  permement 
chaige  and  that  his  predecessor  was  not 
mistaken  in  regard  to  the  statement  he 
had  made. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley)  said  he  meant  no  discourtesy 
to  the  hon.  Member  in  not  rising 
when  he  was  invited  to  do  so,  for  he 
was  fully  prepared  to  deal  with  the 
Question  which  had  been  put  to  him. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  had  asked  a 
Question  in  regard  to  a  pledge  given  by 
the  Home  Secretarj^  that  the  expenditure 
upon  new  works  was  of  a  temporary 
character.  He  wished  to  point  out  that 
when  the  Home  Secretary  made  that 
statement  he  was  not  dealing  with  item 
E  but  item  D. 

And,  it  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next;  Committee  also  report  Progress; 
to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 


(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  194,  of  session  ISO  3)."  —  (ifr. 
CocJitane.) 


SAVINGS  BANKS  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
[DEnCIENCY  ANNUITY  J. 

Order   read,   for  resuming   adjourned 
debate  on  Question  [25th  April],  "  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  the  Resolution,   'That  it   is  ex- 
pedient to  authorise  the  continuance  of 
the  payment  of  the  terminable  annuity 
payable  under  Section  1  of  the  Savings 
!  Banks  Act,  1880,  in  each  year  ap  to  the 
I  end  of  the  half-year  ending  on  20th  May. 
I  1917,   in  pursuance  of   any   Act  of  the 
'  present   session   to   amend   the    Savings 
I  Banks  Acts.'/* 

Question     again    proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  (LICENCES 
REFUSED). 

Address  for  **  Return  of  the  number  of 
victuallers',  beerhouse,  and  other  Licences 
for  the  sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  the 
rcfnewal  of  which  has  been  refused  at  the 
general  annual  Ucensing  meetings  and  ad- 
journments thereof  held  in  England  and 
Wales  during  February  and  March,  1904, 
showing  in  each  case  the  ground 
of  the  refusal,  especially  where  such 
ground  was  in  any  instance  that  the 
Licence  was  not  required ;  with  the  num- 
ber of  cases  in  which  notice  of  appeal 
was  given,  and  the  result  of  such  appeal 

Mr,  Dalzid. 


MOTOR  CARS  (UCENCES). 
Address  for  **  Return  showing  the 
number  of  Motor  Cars  (distinguishing 
Motor  Cycles  from  other  Motor  Cars) 
registered  by  each  registering  authority 
in  the  United  Kingdom  under  the  Motor 
Car  Act,  1903,  up  to  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  1904,  and  the  1st  day  of  April 
1904,  respectively;  together  with  the 
number  of  licences  under  the  Act  granted 
to  drivers  of  Motor  Cars  by  each  authority 
at  the  same  dates,  distinguishing  between 
licences  limited  to  the  driving  of  Motor 
Cycles  and  hcences  not  so  limited."— 
(Mr.  Scott  Montagu.) 

Adjourned  at  fiye  minatee  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 


[APPENDICES. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

Extract  from  Financul  STATEicENr  for  Year  1903—1904. 


Reybnub  (Exchequer  Receipts)  akd  Expenditure  (Exchequer  Issues) 

FOR  1903-1904. 


Revenue  (Exchequer  Receipts)  -1903-04. 

Expenditure  (Exchequer  Issues)— 1903-04. 

Customs 

33,850,000 

I.  Consolidated    Fund 
Services. 

•     & 

Inland  Revenue  : 

National  Debt  Services :    1 

27,000,000 

Excise 

Estate,  etc.,  Duties     ... 

31,550,000 
13,000,000 

Other  Consolidated  Fund  ' 
Services         

1,624,000 

Stamps            

Land  Tax        

7,500,000 

725,000 

1,925,000 

Payments  to  Local  Taxa- 
tion Accounts 

Total  Consolidated  Fund 
Services 

1,157,000 

House  Duty    

Property  and  Income 
Tax  (at  lid.  in  the  £) 

29,781,000 

30,800,000 

TT    Httppt.v  SvnviPiMj 

Total  Tax  Bevenue 

119,390,000 

Army    (including    Ord- 
nance Factories) 

36,67Y,000 

Post  Office 

15,450,000 

Navy     

35,476,000 

Telegraph  Service  ... 

3,700,000 

Civil  Services    .. 

26,870,000 

Crown  Lands 

Receipts    from   Suez. 

Canal  Shares  and 

Sundry  Loans 
Miscellaneous 

460,000 

983,000 
1,603,000 

Customs      and      Inland 
Bevenue        

Post  Office        

3,085,000 
9,768,000 

Telegraph  Service 

4,528,000 

T^tal  Hon-Taz  Bevenue-.. 

22196,000 

Packet  Service 

786,000 

141,646,000 

Total  Revenue 

Deicit 

6,416,000 

Total  Supply  Services  ■■■ 
Total  Eqienditure 

117,180,000 

146:961,000 

146.961.000 

Nolt.—^w,  for  faller  figures,  Hoaw  of  Commons  Paper  13J. 
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APPENDIX    L— «m<. 

Balance  Shbrt  (Estimatsd)  for  I904-I905  oh  Basis  of  Existiho 

Taxation,   and   bbforb  taking  into  Account  thb  Chanobs 

proposed  bt  the  chancellor  of  thb  exchequer, 


Bavfinne  (Exchequer  Baoeipto)     . 
I904r-1905. 

EzMnditiiM  (Exohaqnar  laaoet).    . 
1904-1906. 

• 

Customs 

33,900,000 

I. — Ck>N80UDATBD    Fu»l> 

Sbbvices. 

£ 

Inland  Bbvbnue  : 

National  Debt  Services : 

27,000,000 

Excise 

Estate,  &c..  Duties     ... 

31,600,000 
13,000,000 

Other  Consolidated  Fund 
Services         

1,640,000 

Stamps 

Land  Tax        

7,550,000 

750,000 

1,900,000 

28,000,000 

Payments  to  Local  Taxa- 
tion Accounts 

Total  Ckinsolidated  Fund 
Services 

IL— Supply  Services  : 

Army    (including    Ord- 
nance Factories) 

1,160,000 

House  Duty    

Property    and    Income 

29,800,000 

Tax  (at  lid.  in  the 

£) 

Total  Tax  Bevenue 

U6,600.000 

28,900,000 

Navy      

36,889,000 

Post  Office 

15,950,000 

Civil  Services 

27,984,000 

Telegraph  Service  ... 

Crown  Lands 

Receipts   from    Suez 
Canal    Shares  and 
Sundry  Loans 

3,750,000 
450,000 

960,000 

Customa     and      Inland 
Revenue    

Post  Office         

Telegraph  Service 

3,104,000 
10,201,000 

4,716,000 

Miscellaneous 

1,360,000 

Packet  Service 

Total  Supply  Services   .-. 
Totallbcpenditnre 

786,000 

Total  Hon-Tax  Bevenue ... 

22,460,000 

U2J»0,000 

Total  Bevenue     

139.060,000 

149,380,000 

2 

r  fnller  fignrea,  1 

Souse  of  Ck>mmon»  Paper  132. 
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APPENDIX    L-^cont 

Final  Balance  Shbbt   (Estimatbd)    1904-1905,   SHOwma  the   Epfbot   op    the 
Changes  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  op  the  Exchequer. 


Bevenae  (Bzchequer  Becdpta)— 1904-1005. 


Customs — 

As  in  Appendix  II 

Add--- 
Increase  to  Tea  Duty 
Increase  to  Tobacco  Duty 

Inland  Rbvenub — 

Excise 

Estate,  &c.,  Duties    

Stamps 

Land  Tax  

House  Duty      

Property  and  Income  Tax  at 
lid.  in  the  £,  as  Li 
Appendix  IL  

Add^ 
Increase  of  Id.  in  the  £ 


£ 
33,900,000 


£2,000,000 
£550,000 


28,000,000 
2,000,000 


Total  Tax  Eevenue 

Post  Office 

Telegraph  Service         

Crown  Lands         

Receipts    from    Suez  Canal  Shares 
AND  Sundry  Loans 

Miscellaneous      

Total  Hon-Taz  Eevenue 

Total  Eitimated  Eevenue 


36,450,000 

31,500,000 
13,000,000 

7,550,000 
750,000 

1,900,000 


30,000,000 


Ezpenditore  (Bxcheqner  Issues)— 
ld04-1905. 


I.  —Consolidated 
Fund  Services. 

National  Debt 
Services 


Other  Consolidated 
Fund  Services    ... 


Payments  to  Local 
Taxation  Accounts 


Total  Ckinsolidated 
Fund  Services.  . 


II. —Supply 
Services. 

Army    (in- 
cluding 
Ordnance       £ 
Factorie8)28,900,000 

Add  for  So- 
maliland       500,000 


121>160>000 


15,950,000 

3,750,000 

450,000 

960,000 
1,350,000 


22,46Qp000 


14Sf610,000 


Navy  

Civil  Services 

Customs  and  Inland 
Revenue 

Poet  Office 

Telegraph    Service 

Packet  Service     ... 


Total  Supply  Ser- 
vices 


Total    Estimated 
Expenditure    .. 

Balance    

Total       


27,000,000 
1,640,000 
1,160,000 


29.800,000 


29,400,000 
36,889,000 
27,984,000 

3,104,000 

10,201,000 

4,716,000 

786,000 


iiSfOaoooo 


149.880,000 
TSOrOOQ 


143f610,000 


Note.— See,  for  fuller  figures,  House  of  Commons  Paper  132. 
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APPE2JDIX  n. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS, 

1904-5. 

Memorandum  by  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 


I.-CIVIL  SERVICES. 


1.  The  net  total  of  the  I'^stimates  for  Civil  Services  for  1904-5  is  27,983,9201 
The  original  Estimates  for  1903-4  amounted  to  26,561,033^.  The  increase  is  there- 
fore 1,422,887/.,  of  which  no  less  than  1,262,893Z.  arises  under  Class  IV.  (Education, 
Science  and  Art). 

2.  In  the  following  Abstract  and  throughout  the  detailed  Estimates  comparison  is 
made,  however,  according  to  the  usual  practice,  with  the  total  grants  made  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1903-4  in  the  Session  of  1903.  These  include  Supplementary 
Estimates  to  the  amount  of  354,416/.,  making  the  total  for  1903-4  (after  allowing  for 
the  sum  of  4,920/.  transferred  for  purposes  of  comparison  to  the  Vote  for  Public 
Buildings  (Class  I.,  9.)  from  Army  Votes)  26,920,369/.  Upon  this  comparison  the 
total  for  1904-5  shows  an  increase  of  1,063,551/. 

3.  The  number  of  Votes  is  104 — the  same  as  the  original  number  for  the  pre««it 
year.  Two  new  Votes  have  been  added,  viz, : — that  for  Osborne  in  Class  L  (now 
separated  from  Royal  Palaces)  and  that  for  Ireland  Development  Q^rant  in  Class  VII, 
the  first  payment  in  respect  of  the  latter  having  been  the  subject  of  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  last  summer.  On  the  other  hand  two  Votes  which  were  included  this  year 
do  not  appear ; — no  Grant-in- Aid  of  Cyprus  being  proposed,  while  the  deficiencies  ujk® 
the  last  accounts  of  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  are  being  provided  for  by 
Supplementary  Estimate  in  1903-4. 

CLASS  I. 

Works  and  Pubuc  Buildings, 

1904-5.  1903-4. 

2,617,368/.  2,563,642/. 

' > 

Increase  53,726/. 

*  4.  Osborne,  since  it  has  been  presented  by  His  Majesty  to  the  nation,  cannot 
properly  be  classed  as  a  Royal  Palace.  The  expenditure,  therefore,  in  respect  of  this 
Establishment  now  appears  for  the  first  time  under  a  separate  Vote.  The  figures  for 
the  current  year  have  been  adjusted  for  comparison,  and  the  amount  required  for  the 
service  shows  a  decrease  of  3,900/.  The  original  Estimate  for  1903-4  included  part  of 
the  cost  of  adapting  a  portion  of  the  fabric  to  the  purposes  of  a  Convalescent  Home, 
the  balance  bem^  provided  in  a  Supplementary  Vote  taken  in  the  present  Session. 
Part  of  the  building  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  public,  as  being  of  national  interent. 
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5.  The  prindpal  increases  in  the  Class  are : — ^RevenueBuading8(31,300/.),  Peterhead 
Harbour  (8,020/.l  and  Eates  on  Government  Property  (20,580^.).  On  the  other  hand, 
Eailwajs,  Irelano,  shew  a  decrease  of  19,399/.,  due  to  the  termination  of  one  of  the 
annuities  to  repay  advances  by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Light  Railways  (Ireland)  Acts,  1889  to  1893. 

6.  The  increase  under  Eevenue  Buildings  is  chiefly  for  Post  Office  New  Works, 
Alterations  and  Enlargements  due  to  growth  of  business.  The  expenditure  on 
these  Services  was  kept  as  low  as  possible  during  the  South  African  War,  with  the 
result  that  the  accommodation  is  inadequate  for  present  needs  in  many  localities,  and 
arrears  have  to  be  made  up. 

7.  Increased  provision  is  made  for  Peterhead  Harbour  in  view  of  the  desirability  of 
proceeding  more  rapidly  with  the  works. 

8.  The  continued  growth  of  the  Rates  Vote  is,  as  in  past  years,  due  partly  to  the 
larger  amount  of  Government  property,  in  respect  of  which  contributions  are  made,  but 
even  more  to  the  increased  poundage  of  the  rates  themselves. 

CLASS  II. 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Departments. 

1904-5.  1903-4. 

2,685,62U.  2,595,182/. 

*•  -* 

Increase  90,439/. 

9.  The  fibres  of  1903-4  include  a  Supplementary  Estimate  of  10,000/.  for  the 
Congested  District  Board,  Ireland  (under  Department  of  Agricultural  and  Technical 
Instruction).     The  net  increase  over  the  original  total  is  therefore  100,439/. 

10.  The  Vote  for  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been  relieved  of  the  expenses  of  the  Fishery 
Department,  now  included  under  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  the  cost  of 
Inspection  of  Poor  Law  Schoob  has  been  transferred  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  the  Board  of  Education  (Class  FV.,  Vote  I.).  The  figures  for  1903-4  have,  however, 
been  adjusted  for  purposes  of  comparison,  and  the  transfers  do  not  affect  the  state- 
ments of  increase  and  decrease. 

11.  The  increase  of  9,361/.  under  House  of  Lords  OfBces  is  due  almost  entirely  to 
the  decline  in  the  amount  realised  from  Private  Bill  Fees,  which  reduces  the  amount 
expected  to  be  received  for  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Vote  by  9,000/.  The  same 
explanation  applies  to  the  increase  of  4,510/.  under  House  of  Commons  Offices,  where 
the  credit  subhhead  is  eimected  to  yield  4,500/.  less  than  the  amount  anticipated  for  the 
current  year.  Under  Home  Office  6,500/.  more  is  required  for  Contributions  to  Certi- 
fied Inebriate  Reformatories.  The  re-organisation  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Commercial,  Labour,  and  Statistical  Departments  and  the  Patent  Office  accounts  for 
most  of  the  net  increase  of  12,976/.  under  Board  of  Trade,  while  8,242/.  out  of  the 
additional  8,682/.  needed  under  Local  Government  Board  is  in  respect  of  salaries  and 
travelling  expenses  of  District  Auditors  to  cope  with  the  additional  work  resulting 
from  the  operation  of  the  Education  Acts,  (and  to  a  smaller  extent)  in  respect  of  the 
first  au(Ut  of  the  accounts  of  the  Metropolis  Water  Board. 

12.  The  heaviest  item  of  increase  in  this  Class  (43,029/.)  is  for  Stationery  and 
Printing  for  which  the  current  year's  provision  had  to  be  supplemented  by  an  addi- 
tional &timate  of  31,000/.  voted  this  Session. 

13.  The  Registrar-Crenerars  Offices  (England  and  Scotland)  show  decreases  of 
1,796/.  and  3413/.  respectively,  due  to  the  cessation  of  special  charges  connected  with 
the  Census. 

14.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  shews 
an  apparent  decrease  of  1,093/.,  but  the  special  grant  of  10,000/.  for  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  referred  to  above  is  included  in  the  1903-4  figures.     There  is> 
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herefore,  an  increase  of  8,907^  upon  the  original  Estimate  for  the  current  jeur.    Of 

his,  3,000 J.  is  due  to  the  allocation  of  a  larger  proportion  of  the  Swine  Fever  Grant 

to  Ireland,  the  corresponding  saving  as  regwis  Great  Britain  being  shewn  under  Uie 

Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries ;  2,500/.  to  growth  in  the  amount  of  the  granu 

to  Schools  of  Science  and  Art,  and  the  balance  mainly  to  additional  staff  requirements. 


CLASS  IIL 

Law  and  Justice. 

1904-5.                    1903-4. 

3,891,853/.            3,939,579/. 

Decrease'  57,726/. 

15.  Under  Services  common  to  the  United  Kingdom  uid  the  special  English  and 
Scottish  Services  there  is  a  net  increase  of  12,767/.,  which  is  more  than  accounted  for 
by  the  additional  amount  (19,865/.)  which  is  required  for  Prisons  (England  and  Uie 
(jolonies).  About  half  the  increase  under  this  head  is  on  account  of  BimdiDgs,  includ- 
ing 12,000/.  for  further  accommodation  for  Criminal  Limatics  at  Parkhurst,  while  the 
balance  is  distributed  over  the  various  subheads  for  Staff  and  Maintenance,  being  doe 
to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  prisoners  in  local  prisons,  and  to  the  higher  price  of 
food  stuffs  and  materials. 

16.  The  Estimate  for  Law  Charges  is  6,248/.  more  than  in  the  present  year.  It 
includes,  however,  special  non-recurrent  items  of  6,482/.  and  2,000/.  for  contributions 
to  the  Bank  of  England  towards  exceptional  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
prosecution  of  Bank  Note  Forcers,  and  to  the  cost  of  the  Whitaker  Wright  proeeca 
tion  respectively.  As  regards  the  latter,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  Extradition 
Expenses  were  provided  for  in  the  Supplementary  Estimate  for  Miscellaneous  Legal 
Expenses  voted  this  Session. 

17.  In  spite  of  the  increase  on  general  English  and  Scottish  services  the  total  of 
the  Class  shows  a  decrease  of  57,726/.,  owing  to  the  reductions  (amounting  to  70»493/L) 
which  have  been  efifected  on  the  Irish  Estimates. 

Of  these  the  most  important  is  that  of  52,394/.  under  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary 
resulting  from  reductions  in  the  force  which  have  already  taken  place  and  others  in 
immediate  contemplation.  Provision  is  included  in  1904-5  for  an  average  force  of 
10,383  as  against  11,190  in  the  current  year.  The  Land  Commission  will  require 
5,398/.  less  than  this  year,  in  spite  of  the  additional  duties  thrown  upon  this  depart- 
ment by  the  Land  Act  of  last  Session.  The  saving  is  principally  due  to  the  reductko 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  number  of  Lay  Assistant  Commissioners. 

18.  There  are  decreases  under  all  the  Irish  Votes  in  this  class  with  the  exceptioD 
of  that  for  Dundrum  Asylum  which  shows  an  increase  of  trifling  amount. 

CLASS  IV. 

Education,  Science  and  Art. 

1904-5.  1903-4. 

15,798,217/.         14,580,324/> 

Increase  1,217,893/. 

19.  The  1903-4  figures  include  a  Supplementary  Estimate  of  45,000/.  for  the 
relief  of  the  National  Antarctic  Expedition — a  Service  of  a  quite  exceptional  character, 
for  which  any  provision  that  may  prove  to  be  necessary  next  year  will  be  made  in  a 
similar  form.  The  increase  of  1,262,893/.  over  the  original  total  for  1903-4  (ae 
adjusted  to  allow  for  the  transfer  of  the  Inspection  of  Poor  Law  Schools  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  referred  to  under  Class  II.)  is  the  real  measure  of  the 
increase  of  expenditure  upon  these  Services.  The  bulk  of  the  addition  naturally 
arises  on  the  Vote  for  the  Board  of  Education,  as  the  result  of  recent  legislation,  but 
Public  Education  (Scotland),  Public  Education  (Ireland),  and  Universitiefl  and 
Colleges  (Great  Britain),  also  show  substantial  increases. 
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20.  The  Board  of  Education  (Englaiid  and  Wales)  requires  985,1311.  more  than 
this  year.  Of  this  increase  50,5801.  is  for  grants  for  Training  Teachers,  Pupil 
Teachers,  &c,  and  52,303^.  for  grants  in  respect  of  Education  other  than  elementary. 
The  principal  increase,  however  (889,888^.),  is  for  grants  towards  expenditure  on 
Public  ElementaiT  Schools.  Of  this  233,465/.  is  due  to  the  automatic  growth  in  the 
amount  required  for  the  grants  unaffected  by  recent  legislation.  As  regards  the  new 
grants  under  the  Education  Acts,  1902  and  1903,  the  Estimates  for  the  present  year 
mcluded  provision  for  a  half-a-year  under  the  former  Act  only.  In  1904-5  provision 
has  to  be  made  for  a  full  year,  and  more  scholars  have  to  be  provided  for.  Provision 
has  also  to  be  made  for  the  new  grants  in  respect  of  London  for  eleven  months.  The 
increase  under  the  new  Aid  Grants  (Subheads  C  6)  is  1,249,0001,  acainst  which  must 
be  set  the  saving  on  account  of  the  superseded  grants  to  Board  and  Voluntary 
Schools  (Subheads  0  5  and  6),  592,577/.— net  increase  656,4231. 

21.  IXnder  Public  Education,  Scotland,  194,896/.  more  is  required.  In  this  case, 
too,  the  Estimate  for  1903-4  included  only  half -a-y ear's  provision  in  respect  of  the 
General  Aid  Grant— the  equivalent  of  the  additional  grants  in  England  and  Wales. 
The  inclusion  of  the  full  year's  provision  accounts  for  more  than  100,000/.  out  of  the 
total  increase,  the  remainder  of  which  is  due  to  growth  in  number  of  scholars  and  in 
their  grant-earning  capacity. 

22.  The  increase  of  46,524/.  under  Public  Education,  Ireland,  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
addition  of  30,000/.  to  the  amount  which  will  be  required  for  Salaries,  &c.,  of  Teachers 
in  National  Schools,  and  of  13,300/.  for  Evening  Elementary  Schools.  Supplementary 
provision  has  had  to  be  asked  for  in  respect  of  these  Services  in  the  current  year. 

23.  Universities  and  Colleges,  Great  Britain,  will  require  an  additional  32,100/.  to 
provide  for  grants  for  the  new  Universities  at  Liverpool  and  Leeds  (for  each  of  which 
2,000/.  is  included),  and  for  the  proposed  augmentation  of  the  Grants-in-Aid  of 
Colleges,  for  which  54,000/.  is  inserted,  or  double  the  amount  voted  in  the  current 
year.  (Jnder  National  Gallery,  Scotland,  the  increase  of  3,150/.  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  recent  Committee  on  the  Board  of  Manufactures,  whose 
Report  was  presented  to  Parliament  (C.  1812-3). 

CLASS  V. 

FORSIGN  AND  COLONIAL  SERVICES. 

1904-5  1903-4. 

2,006,288/.  2,223,998/. 

*-  ^  -• 

Decrease  217,710/. 

24.  After  deducting  from  the  total  for  1903-4  the  additional  Estimate  presented 
last  summer  for  the  Treasury  Chest  Fund — a  Service  for  which  the  necessary 
provision  cannot  be  determined  until  after  the  close  of  the  financial  year — Foreign  ana 
Colonial  Services  still  shew  a  substantial  decrease  of  114,710/.  upon  the  current  year's 
Vote. 

25.  The  greater  part  of  this  reduction  arises  from  the  fact  that  no  grant  is 
required  for  Cyprus.  In  the  present  year  87,000/.  was  included  under  this  head,  an 
exceptionally  large  provision  being  required  in  view  of  the  financial  situation  of  the 
island  owing  to  prolonged  drought.  A  portion  of  last  year's  Vote  having  been 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  temporary  accommodation  pending  the  collection  of 
delayed  revenue,  it  is  now  available  to  meet  the  requirements  of  1904-5  without  a 
fresh  demand  being  made  on  the  Exchequer. 

26.  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Services  require  18,287/.  more  than  in  1903-4, 
increases  of  13,000/.  under  "Special  Missions  and  Services"  and  2,000/.  under 
"Outfits"  accounting  for  the  greater  part  of  the  addition. 

27.  The  Vote  for  Protectorates  in  East  Africa,  &c.,  no  longer  includes  the  Grant- 
in- Aid  of  the  Central  Africa  Protectorate  which  hais  been  transferred  to  Colonial 
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Services,  as  the  administration  of  this  Protectorate  will  be  taken  over  by  the  Colonial 
Pflce  on  the  1st  April  next.  The  transferred  grant  shews  a*  decrease  of  11,200/.  and 
accordingly  what  would  otherwise  have  been  a  decrease  of  8,093/.  on  the  Vote  upon 
last  yearns  basis  becomes  an  increase  of  3,107/. 

28.  The  automatic  addition  to  the  U^nda  Railway  Annuity,  to  repay  sums 
borrowed  from  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  in  1903,  imposes  an  additional 
charge  of  23,524/.,  which  is,  however,  more  than  counterbalanced  by  a  reduction  of 
25,400/.  under  Somaliland.  In  the  latter  case  this  year's  grant  included  31,405/.  for 
sums  owing  to  India  on  capital  account.  Uganda  requires  9,850/.  more,  but  British 
East  Africa  4,867/.  less,  than  in  1903-4. 

29.  Colonial  Services  (apart  from  the  British  Central  Africa  Grant  ab-eady  noted) 
shew  a  decrease  of  52,904/.  of  which  35,500/.  is  under  Grants-in-Aid  of  Local 
Revenues,  2,300/.  under  Boundary  Commissions  and  8,000/.  under  Telegrams.  The 
Vote  for  1903-4  included  a  non-recurrent  item  of  8,673/.  for  the  Balance  of  Purchase 
Money  due  to  the  Niger  Company. 

30.  In  the  Estimate  for  Telegraph  Subsidies  and  Pacific  Cable,  the  Grant-in-Aid 
required  to  supplement  the  earnings  of  the  Pacific  Cable  shews  a  reduction  of  5,000/., 
from  95,000/.  in  1903-4  to  90,000/.  in  1904-5.  But  the  Colonial  Contributions  to 
be  received  in  the  year  are  reduced  by  20,000/ ,  from  85,000/.  to  65,000/.,  so  that  the 
net  charge  upon  the  Vote  is  increased  by  15,000/.  The  Colonial  Contributions 
receivable  in  each  year  are  a  fixed  proportion  of  the  expenditure  charged  to  the 
Grant-in- Aid  in  the  preceding  year ;  and  it  is  becaase  the  estimated  expenditure  in 
1903-4  is  less  than  the  expenditure  in  1902-3  (as  estimated  a  year  ago)  that  a 
reduction  is  made  in  the  amount  of  receipts  anticipated  in  1904-5. 

CLASS  VI. 

NON-EFFBCTIVE  AND  CHARITABLE   SERVICES. 

1804-5.  1903-4. 

661,246/.  693,521/. 

Decrease  32,275/. 

31.  The  Vote  for  Savings  Banks'  and  Friendly  Societies'  deficiencies  correspondii^ 
to  that  which  is  included  in  the  1903-4  figures  was  taken  this  Session  upon  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  the  expiring  year.  Leaving  this  Estimate  out  of  account  tneie 
is  an  increase  on  the  class  of  16,344/.  Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances  are 
expected  to  require  16,815/.  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  is  auto- 
matic in  character,  and  rather  below  the  average  amount. 

32.  The  other  Votes  in  this  Class,  as  usual,  show  small  decreases  due  to  the 
cessation  of  expiring  charges. 

CLASS  VIL 

Miscellaneous. 

1904-5.  1903-4. 

333,327/.  324,123/. 


Increase  9,204/. 

33.  Compared  with  the  original  Estimates  for  the  current  year,  there  is  an  increase 
upon  this  Class  of  201,620/.,  but  the  former  included  no  provision  for  the  Ireland 
Development  Grant,  the  proportion  accruinc  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year  (123,334/.) 
being  taken  in  a  Supplementary  Estimate  last  Session.  For  next  year  the  statutooy 
grant  of  185,000/.  falls  to  be  provided  in  full. 

34.  The  Estimate  for  Temporary  Commissions  is  2,000/.  less  than  this  year,  the 
reduction  being  upon  the  sub-head  for  Commissions  not  specifically  provided  for, 
under  which  7,000/.  is  expected  to  suffice.  Miscellaneous  E^q)enses  will  require 
7,663/.  less,  one  year's  provision  only  being  needed  for  the  Mallaig  Extension  Rail- 
way Guarantee.     The  Estimate  for  Repayments  to  the  Local  Loans  Fund  shows  a 
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dimiDution  of  13,717/.,  the  amounts  written  off  the  assets  of  the  Fund  by  the  Public 
Works  Loans  Act,  1903,  having  been  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Under  St. 
Louis  Exhibition,  70,000/.  is  required  to  complete  the  ^rant  of  150,000/.  promised  by 
His  Majesty's  Oovemment.  30,000/.  was  included  m  the  original  Estimates  for 
1903-4  in  respect  of  this  service,  and  a  further  50,000/.  was  voted  on  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  last  summer. 

35.  An  Estimate  for  Repayments  to  the  Civil  Contingencies  Fund  will  be 
presented,  as  usual,  later  in  the  Session,  if  necessary,  when  the  amount  to  be  made 
good  to  the  Fund  has  been  ascertained. 

II.    REVENUE    DEPARTMENTS. 

1904-5.  1903-4. 

18,806,647/.       18,517,220/. 

Increase  289,427/. 

36.  In  spite  of  savings  upon  Staff,  &c.,  amounting  to  some  17,000/.  consequent 
upon  the  repeal  of  the  (x>m  Duty,  the  Estimate  for  Customs  shows  a  net  increase  of 
6,000/.  FurtHer  provision  to  the  extent  of  16,000/.  has  been  required  to  cope  with' 
additional  work  arising  from  the  Sugar  Contention,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
Statistical  Office  has  been  strengthen^ — at  a  cost  of  about  2,500/. — in  order  to  pro- 
vide more  complete  statistics  than  heretofore  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

37.  The  reduction  of  15,400/.  under  Inland  Revenue  is  due  chiefly  to  a  saving  of 
22,700/.  under  Commuted  A  lowances  to  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  Taxes  resulting 
from  the  cessation  of  the  special  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  Quinquennifu 
Assessment  last  year  and  the  decrease  in  the  rate  of  the  Income  Tax. 

'  38.  Postal  Services  (Post  Office,  Packet  Services  and  Telegraphs)  together  show 
an  increase  of  298,827/.  as  against  651,740/.  a  year  ago. 

39.  The  increase  under  Post  Office  is  126,224/.,  mainly  owing  to  general  expansion 
in  business  and  the  growth  of  the  Superannuation  Charges.  16,200/.  less  it  required 
for  Manufacture  of  otamps,  &c.,  owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  manufacture  of 
Postal  Orders. 

40.  The  Packet  Services  Estimate  stands  at  practically  the  same  total  as  this  year,, 
the  increase  of  9,063/.  in  gross  expenditure  bein^  met  by  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  Colonial  contributions  appropriated  in  aid  oi  the  Vote. 

41.  Under  Telegraphs  there  is  an  increase  of  172,973/.,  of  which  46,539/.  is  for 
terminable  annuities  in  repavment  of  sums  borrowed  on  Telephone  Capital  Account 
and  43,159/.  for  Telegraphs  Establishments  due  chiefly  to  augmentation  of  the 
Engineering  Staff.  35,000/.  more  is  asked  for  under  the  heiS  of  Telegraph  Re- 
arrangements mainlv  in  connection  with  the  extension  of  the  imderground  Ime  to  the 
North  j  the  sum  included  for  this  Service  is  150,000/.  19,000/.  more  is  needed  for 
staff,  &c.,  of  Telephone  Exchanges  owing  to  the  extension  of  the  system.  The  grow- 
ing cost  of  common  services  divisible  between  Post  Office  and  Tele^phs  accounts  for 
33,742/.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Vote  is  relieved  of  the  special  item  of  8,000Z,  in- 
included  this  year  for  the  International  Telegraph  Conference,  and  5,000/.  less  is  re- 
quired for  payments  to  Railway  Companies  and  others  for  transactions  of  Public 
Telegraph  Business. 

42.  The  non-effeetive  charges  on  the  Postal  Votes  show  a  heavy  increase  of 
48,000/.  as  against  19,040/.  last  year,  the  number  of  pensioners  having  increased  by 
397  or  7  per  cent.  In  view  of  this  rate  of  growth,  the  margin  for  probable  further 
increase  hias  also  been'  raised  by  8,500/. 

25  February,  1904.  ^        VICTOR  C.  W.  CAVENDISH. 
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PUBLIC  BILLS 

DEALT  WITH  IN  VOLUME  CXXXHL 

Those  marked  thus*  are  Gk>verament  Bills.  The  figures  in  parenthesej  in 
the  last  oolumn  refer  to  the  pa^e  in  this  volume.  "[H.r..]"  lollomng  title 
indicates  that  the  Bill  originated  in  the  Lords. 


(A.)    BousB  OF  Lords. 

Title  of  BUI. 

Brought  in  by 

FrogroM. 

*Anny  Annual 

Earl  of  Donaughmore 

Bead  1*  21st  April  (811) 
Read  2*  22nd  April  (948) 

g;^^"''**[  25th  ApL  (1017) 

Read  3'  and  passed  26th  Ai^ 

(1174) 
Royal  Assent  28th  April  (1405) 

♦Bills  of  Exchange  Act(1882) 
Amendment  [H.L.] 

Laid  Chancellor 

Read  1«  26th  April  (1167) 

Outdoor    Relief   (Friendly 
Societies)  [H.L.] 

Lard  Mankswell 

Read  2«  21st  AprU  (811) 
Committee  28th  April  (1409) 

Prevention   of    Corruption 

fH.L.l 

Sale    ol      Intoxicants      to 
Children  [H.L.] 

Lord  Alversta/u 

Read  2"  26th  April  (1168) 

Committee  21st  April  (829) 
Report  26th  AprU  (1174) 

♦Sea  Fisheries  [h.l.] 

Earl  of  Onslow 

Committee  19th  April  (502) 
Report  22nd  April  (949) 

Sunday  Closing  Shops  [h.l.] 

Lord  Avebury 

Bill    withdrawn     28th    April 
(1409) 

♦Supply  of  Electricity  fH.L.J 

Lard  WdverUm 

Read  1*  28th  April  (1408) 

(B )    House  ov  Commons. 

Title  of  Bill. 

Broaght  in  bj 

Progren. 

♦Aliens 
♦Army  Annual 

Mr.  AkerS'Douglas 
Mr.  Amold-Forater 

Read     2*   25th    April    (106S) 
(1131) 

Second    Reading    (adjourned) 

13th  April  (136) 
Read  2*  14th  April  (289) 
Committee  18th  April  (473) 
Report,                  \   19th  Apl 
Read  3*  and  passed/      (666) 
Roval  Assent  28th  April  (1431) 
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(B.)    Houss  OF  Commons — eofUinued. 


Title  of  BUI. 

Brought  in  by 

♦Bishopric  of  Bristol  [H.L.] 

Mr.  Akers-Dtrnglas 

Read  1»  19th  April  (538) 

"♦Charitable  Loan  Societies 
(Ireland) 

Mr.  Atkinson 

Read  1«  26th  April  (1062) 

Chartered  Societies 

Sir  John  BoUest(m 

Read  !•  aist  April  (866) 

♦Education  (Local  Authori- 
ties Default) 

Sir  WiUiam  Anson 

Read  1*  26th  April  (1203) 

♦Indian  Councils  Bill 

Mr.  Brodriek 

Read  1*  12th  April  (27) 

♦Licensing 

Mr.  Akers-Douglas 

Read  1*  20th  April  (696) 

Liquor  Sellers*  Liability 

Sir  Wilfred  Lawson 

Rwd  1"  20th  April  (696) 

♦liocal  Authorities  (Treasury 
Powers) 

Mr.  Victor  Cavendish 

Read  1*  13th  April  (85) 

Poor  Law  Medical  Officers 
(Ireland)  Superannuation 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

Read  1"  18th  April  (397) 

♦Shop  Hours 

Mr.  Co<^rane 

Read  1"  26th  April  (1199) 

Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act 
1881  Amenmnent 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts 

Second    Reading    (adjourned) 
15th  April  (347) 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades 
Disputes 

Mr.  PauUon 

Read  2<>  22nd  April  (958) 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Com- 
pensation 

Mr.  Price 

Read  2»  15th  April  (327) 

♦Valuation 

Mr.  Walter  Long 

Read  1°  26th  April  (1199) 

Weights  and  Measures 

Mr.  Bousfield 

Read  2«  15th  April  (302) 
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APPENDIX  IV. 


HOUSE    OP    COMMONS,    SESSION    1904. 

Lest  of  Rcjlgs,  Orders,  <&a,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Session,  and  ire 
required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

[In  corUinttance  of  List  given  in  preceding  Volume,] 


Title  of  Paper. 


Date  from  which 
the  Period  runs. 


Eduoation  (Scotland), — Copy  of  Minute  of  the  Com-  25  April 

mittee  of  Council  on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated 
25th  April  1904,  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
General  Aid  Grant  [35  and  36  Vic,  c.  62,  8.  67.] 

Koyal  Parks  and  Gardens,  —  Copy  of  Rules  for  the  29  April 

Koyal  Parks  and  Gardens,  in  connection  with  the 
Regulations  prescribed  by  The  Parks  Regulation  Act, 
1S72  [35  and  36  Vic,  c  15,  s.  9.] 

Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1S77  (Cam-  <        29  April 
bridge),— Copy  of  Statutes  made  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  Trinity  College,  dJambridge,  on  7th  December 
1903,  amending  Statutes  XXVIIL.  XXXI.,  XXXL, 
XLL,  XLII.,  XLIX.,  LIV.,  and  LXI.  of  the  College  i 
Statutes  [40  and  41  Vic.  c  48,  s.  50.]  , 

Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cainbridse  Act,  1877  i  29  April 
(Oxford),— Copy  of  Statute  made  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  on  9th  December 
1903,  amending  Statutes  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  X.,  XIL, 
Xin.,  XV.,  XVI.,  and  XVII.  of  the  College  Statutes 
[25  and  26,  Vic  c  26f  s.  7.] 

Universities   of   Oxford   and    Cambridge    Act,     1877  29  April 

(Oxford),— Copy  of  Statute  made  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  on  15th  December  , 
1903,    amending    Statute   V..    Clause  3  (a),  of  the 
Statutes  of  thh  Ck>llege  [25  and  26  Vic,  c  26,  s.  7.] 


Period  to  lie  apoo 
the  Table. 


Onemontii 


One  month 


12  weeks 


12  weeks 


I?  weeks 
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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED    EDITION]. 
FIFTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1904. 

APRIL  12— APRIL  28, 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

Bills:  Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  IR.,  2r.,  3r.  [c]  =  Commons.  [/.]  =  Lords. 
Amendt.  =  Amendment.  Os,  =  Observations.  Qa,  =  Qaestions.  A9,  =  Answers. 
Com,  =  Committee.  Con.  =  Consideration.  Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with 
Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate  took 
place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  discussed  in  Committee 
of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under  Members'  Names,  without 
reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Abinger,  Lord 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
his  kinsman,  Apr.  19,  477. 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  Co.,  N.E.] 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  De- 
partment, Ireland — Eflfect  of  work  on 
Emigration,  Apr.  14,  203. 

Board  of  Works,  Lodging  Receivable 
Orders  at  any  Bank,  Apr.  IS,  385. 

Constabulary — Public  Collections  for  Te-jti- 
monials — Case  of  Sergeant  Dalton, 
Apr.  iO,  68a 

Woollen  Industries,  &c.,  Loans  to,  for 
purchase  of  Maohinei^,  proposed,  Apr. 
i4,204. 

Acton  Lnprovement  Bill 

c.  3r.»  Apr.  15,  293. 

Can.*  Apr.  Ig,  1. 
/.  IR.*  Apr.  19,  ^n. 

2r.»  Apr.  S8,  1406. 

Acland-Hood,  Capt  Sir  A,—Parliamenf4try 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  [Somerset - 
fhire,  Wellington] 

Budget  —  Report  stage  of  Resolations  — 
Date  of  taking,  Apr,  25,  1164. 

Business  of  the  House — Course  of,  Apr.  if, 
71,72. 

Customs — Boatmen,  Age  limit  of,  Apr.  19, 
53L 
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Accounts  Committee 

See  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Adjournment  of  the  Honse 

Ritualbtic  Practices  in  the  Church,  Motion 
for  discussion  of. 

O9.  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  Aw^.  30,  696 ; 
Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  Speaker,  696. 

Admiralty 

FirH  Lord—lEax\  of  Selbome. 
Financial  Secretary — Mr.  E.  G.  Pretyman. 
Establishments,    Rate   of  wages  paid  to 
employes  in. 
Os.     Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  1!S,  47,  49  ; 
Mr.  Kearley,  50 ;  Mr.  R.  Lucas, 
6\  ;  Mr.  Pretyman,  52^54. 

Africa 

Cotton  cultivation  in,  Possibilities  of. 

Os.  Mr.  Rutherford,  Apr.  rr,  1372  ; 
Mr.  Fielden,  1378 ;  Mr.  Emmott, 
1384  ;  Mr.  S.  Smith,  1386  ;  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  1394 ;  Sir  B.  Gurdon, 
1399. 

Railway    Faoilitiee   for   transport  of 
cotton. 
Os.  Mr.  Emmott,  i4j5r.  ^,  1384 ; 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  1396.  1397  ; 
Sir  K  Gurdon,  1399. 
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Apr.  12— Apr.  28. 
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Africa,  East 

Cotton  Cultivation  —  Report   Preeented, 
Apr.  i9,  480. 

JewiBh  Colonial   Tnut,   Tablin|f   Papen 
relating  to. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason ;  A,  Earl  Percy, 
Apr,  96,  1196. 

Uganda  Railway— Country  Produce  Traffic 
—Report  Presented,  Apr,  19,  480. 

Africa,  Sonih 

Constabulary,  Discharge  from,  Forwarding 
home,  etc 
Q.   Mr.  Moon ;  A,    Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr,  20,  %11, 

Garrison  in. 

Clerks'  Salaries— Income  Tax  Deduc- 
tions, Refunding  proposed. 
Q,    Sir  J.  Rolleston;    A.    Mr. 
Amold-Forster,    Api\    14, 
191. 

Hutting  Accommodation,  Number  of 
Stations  etc. 
Q,  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A,  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  15,  301. 

Indian  Contributions  towards  Ex- 
penditure— Tabling  Dissents  of 
Indian  Council. 

Q.     Mr.  E.  Wason;    A,     Mr. 
Brodrick,  Apr,  95,  1038. 

Transvaal,  Orange  River  Colony,  Rhodesia, 
Cape  Colony,  etc.,  see  those  titles. 

Africa,  West 

Agricultural  Implements,  Import  Duties  on. 
Q.   Mr.  U.  Samuel ;  A,   Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  21,  843. 

Congo,  see  that  title. 

Gold  Coast  Colony— Government  Railway 
— Purchase  of   Coal  through  Crown 
Agents. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Apr,  18,  367. 

Liberia— Trade  Report  presented,  Apr.  19, 

480. 

Agrarian  Offences 

Ireland— Return   Presented,  Apr.  12,  4; 
Apr.  19,  481. 

Agriculture,  Board  of 

President— Vjsx\  of  Onslow. 

Banks,  Agricultural,  in  India. 
Q.    Mr.  Weir ;   A.    Mr.  Brodrick,  Apr. 
28,  1432-1433. 

Correspondents  of  Board  of   Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  List  of,  Presented,  Apr. 
26,  1177;  Apr.  28,  1407. 
Education  in  Great  Britain  and  Abroad, 
Amounts  Spent  on. 
Q.     Mr.    Lambert;    A.     Mr.    A. 
FeUowes,  Apr.  25, 1034-1035. 

Implements  Imported  into  West  Africa, 
Duty  on. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A,  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Apr,  21,  843. 
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Agricnltiire,  Board  <rf-H»»t 

Inspectors,    Assistant — Quallfieatiooi  ex- 
cusing a  Preliminary  Ezaminatioo. 
Q,    Dr.   Farquhanon ;  A,  Bir.  A. 
Fellowes.  Apr,  21,  848. 

Number  of  Persons  engaged  in. 
Enffland  and  Wales,  m. 
Q,    Mr.    Lambert;     A,     Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  Apr,  18,  379. 

Scotland. 
<      q,  Mr.    K    Wason;    A,   Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  Apr,  21,  847. 

Railway  Rates  on  Prodnee. 

Correspondence  between  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Railway  Con- 
nanies  preeented,  Apr.  gS,  9i3, 

Reduction  of.  Steps  taken  to  dfeet 
1903-4. 
Q,   Mr.  Lambert ;   A,  Mr.  A. 
FeUowes,    Apr.    25,  \m- 
1036. 

Agricnltare  and  Technical  In8tnietio& 
Department,  Ireland. 
President— Hr.  G.  Wyndham. 

Administration  and  Work— effect  on  fini* 
gration. 

Q,     Mr.   W.    Abraham;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  I4,  203. 

Grant,  Annual,  paid  to  North-East  Agri- 
cultural Association. 

0.   Mr.   T.   W.   RusseU;    A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  389. 

Borrisokane,  Tipperary— Allowing  use  of 
Workhouse  tor  Technical  Clntnm. 
Q,    Mr.    P.    T.  O'Brien;  A.  Mt 
Wyndham,  Apr,  18,  392-383. 

Directory,    consulting   with  Local  Om- 
mittees  as  to. 
Q,  Mr.  Joyce ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Apr,  18,  391. 

Loans     for     providing     Machinery    for 
Technical  Instruction,  laane  of. 
Q,  Mr.  £.  MitoheU ;  A.  Mr.  Atldn 
son,  Apr.  28,  1450. 

Monaffhan  Committee,  Display  of  IVtfty 
Flags  at  Shows  prohibited  by. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhsm, 
Apr.  20, 686. 

Officials  transferred  from  Veterinsiy  to 
Agricultural  Department. 
Q.  Mr.  Ddany ;  A.  Mr.  WymfliMi, 
Apr.  18,  387-388. 
Rural    District   Councils,   Asttstance  to» 
under  Public  libraries  Act. 

Q,  Mr.  Boland ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndbwm 
Apr.  12,  21. 

Veterinary  Branch. 

Inspectors,  Names,  Qualifications,  sod 
Experience  of  recently  appointed, 
etc. 
Q,  Mr.  J.   O'Connor;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  28,  1434- 
1435. 
Officers'  Petition,  Dedsion  as  to,  Apr. 
18,  366. 

[conk 
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AgricQltiire  and  Teohnioal  InstraotioiL 
Department,  Ireland— eon^. 

Yeterinary  Branch — corU, 

RomaD  Catholic  Clerks,  Promotion  of. 
Q,  Mr.  Delany ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Apr.  28,  1448. 

Woollen  Indastries  etc.,  Assistance  to,  by 
Loans  for  purchase  of  Machinery,  pro- 
TKised. 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Abraham ;     A.    Mr, 
Wyndham,  Apr.  U,  204. 

Ainsworth,  Mr.  J.  S.  [Argyll] 

Harbours  of  refuge,  necessity  for  provision 
of,  Apr.  28,  1628. 

Income  Tax,  Collection  of — Assimilation  of 
Scotch  and  English  Methods,  Apr.  28, 
1443>1444. 

South  African  War  Rewards — Carrying  out 
recommendations  of  Lord  Kitchener, 
Apr.  13,  79. 

Tea  Duty,  increase  in— hardship  inflicted 

on  the  Poorer  Classes  in  Scotland,  Apr. 

27,  1354. 
Volunteers,  supplying  Ammunition  to,  at 

same  rate  as  to  Militia  and  Yeomanry, 

Apr.  U,  224. 

Alcohol 

Duty  on  alcohol  required  for  manufactur- 
ing purpose*,  objections  to. 

0.  Sir  W.  Holland,  Apr.  19,  631. 

Allen,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Gloucestershire,  Stroud] 
Macedonia — Gendarmerie  Reorganisation 
— Turkish  Refusal   to    comply    with 
Proposals,  etc.,  Apr.  19,  528-520. 

Males,  number  of  Adult,  in  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1901. 
Q.    Mr.  S.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  A.  A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  14,  200. 
Naturalisation     Certificates — Names     of 
Aliens,  Country,  and  Place  of  Resi- 
dence, etc..  Return  presented,  Apr.  IS, 
76. 

Paupers,  Number  of,  Proportion  to  whole 
Alien  Population,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  McKenna;  ^.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Apr.  26,  1062. 
Prisons,  British,  Number  in. 

O.    Sir   T.    Dewar ;  A.     Mr.      A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  26, 1033-1034. 

Aliens 

Number  prisoners  during  five  years  (1808- 
1903). 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Samuel ;    A.  Mr.  A.  A. 
Douglas,  Api\  14, 199. 

Aliens  Bill 

c.  2b.  Apr.  26,  1062. 

Debate  oti  Second  Beading  [Commons]  Apr. 
26,  1062. 
Areas  of  congestion  or  over-popula- 
tion, power  given  to  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  as  to,  1097, 1107,1117, 
1140. 
Art  workmanship,  advances  in,  due  to 
Alien  Craftsmen,  1074, 1134. 
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Aliens  Bill— ^'o^^* 

Art  workmanship>-coii/. 

Asylum  for  victims  of  persecution, 
retention  of  principle  of,  1062» 
1063,  1071,  1082,  1083, 1088, 1091, 
1093, 1099, 1100,  1108,  1125,  1134, 
1136,  1137,  1141,  1145,  1146,  1158, 
1160. 

Attasks  made  by  the  Press  on  opposers 
oftheBUl,  1063,  1120. 

Board  of  Trade  Return  as  to  Aliens, 
1066, 1066.  • 

British  labour,  displacement  of, 
alleged,  1070,  1078,  1079,  1089, 
1090,  1093,  1112, 1118,  1139,  1153, 
1154,  1156. 

Cabinet  making,  effect  of  Alien  Immi* 
gration  on,  1079,  1096,  1134. 


Canada,  Emigration  to  —  Statistics, 
1066. 

Change  in  the  Class  of  Immigrant  dur* 
ing  the  last  ten  years,  1126. 

Charge  on  the  Rates  for  maintenai  ce 
(S  destitute  Aliens,  1104,  1137» 
1138. 

Class  of  Persons  to  be  excluded,  1093, 
1105, 1108, 1149. 

Commission  of  Inquiry  —  Terms  of 
Report,  and  Evidence  before,  1064, 
1072,  1094,1134,1145.    , 

Condition  of  Aliens  on  arrival,  1136, 
1152. 

Criminal  Statistics,  rise  in,  due  to 
Aliens,  1077,  1092,  1096,  1120, 
1137,  1139,  1148, 1156. 

Deportation  of  Criminals,  powers  to 
be  given  to  Magi-^trates  as  to,  1093, 
1098,  1140,  1148. 

Destitution,  Exclusion  on  ground  of, 
1071,  1072,  1083,  1097, 1104,  1116, 
1141,  1155. 

Diseases  introduced  by  Aliens,  alleged, 
1076,  1077,  1111,  1118,  1134,  1138, 
1156. 

Fines  imposed  by  local  Ma^trates  to> 
go  in  relief  of  the  local  Kates,  pro- 
posed, 1124. 

Good  qualities  of  Aliens,  Evidence  as 

to,  1073, 1081,  1096,  1142,  1157. 
Jews. 

America,  Condition  of  Jews  in, 
1109. 

Anti-Jewish  feeling  alleged,  1075, 
1080,  1082,  1110,  1113,  1130, 
1137, 1143,  1158. 

Children,  Abilities  shown  by,  1073 
1096, 1119,  1120. 

Repatriation  of,  Statistics  as  to, 
1086,  1087. 

Treattiient  of,  in  Russia,  1071 
1081   1083,1084,1085. 

Medical  Examination  on  entering 
the  Country,  1140. 
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DehaU  on — eont. 

Number  of  aliens  in  Great  Britain, 
Statistics  as  to,  1066,  1076,  1069,, 
1092,  1095,  1114,  1119,  1126,  1135, 
1136,  1143,1144. 

Over-crowding   due  to   aliens,  1078, 

1098,  1102,  1116,  1117,  1121, 
1127,  1139,  1140,  1144,  1145, 
1167. 

Tenement  Houses,  Bringing  under 
*  the  by-laws  of  the  l<^al  au- 

thorities, propose!,  1098, 1099, 
1100,  1121,  1140,  1167. 
Panic  legislation,  alleged,  1076,  1135. 

Peroentage  of  aliens  in  Great  Britain 
compared  with  Ck>ntinental  coun- 
tries, 1067, 1092,  1096. 

Precedents  for  legislation,  1146,  1147, 
1150. 

Refusal  of  Admission,  and  Expulsion, 
Powers  given  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary as  to,  1093,  1097,  1105,  1141, 
1147. 

Shoemaking  trade,  Effect  of  alien 
immigration  on,  1070,  1096,  1134. 

Standard  of  living  lowered  by  alienf>, 
1122,  1127,  1131,  1133. 

Sunday  observance,  Effect  on,  1123, 
1158. 

Sweating. 

Bringing  under  control  of  factory 
inspectors,    proposed,     1080, 

1099,  1128,  1132,  1144,  1158. 

Increase  in  number  of  aliens 
responsible  for,  1064,  1068, 
1069,  1122,  1127,  1132. 

Underpaid  labour  of  English  wo- 
men and  girls  responsible  for, 
1069,  1070. 

Tailoring  trade,  effect  of  alien  immi- 
gration on,  1070,  1096,  1134. 

Unworkable  nature  of  the  proposals. 
Evidence  as  to,  1097,  1098,  1101, 
1103,  1129,  1140,  1142. 

AUhlwen,  ]Ir.A.H.E.  [Hackney,  Central] 
Motor  Cycles,  Use  of,  for  despatch-carry- 
ing in  Imperial   Yeomanry  training, 
proposed,  Apr,  27^  1292. 

America 

See  United  States  of  America,  and  Canada 

Amersham,    Beaoonsfleld    and    DiBtrict 
Water  Bill 

c.  Rep.'  Apr,  IS,  74. 

Con.*  Apr.  iP,  516. 

3r.*  Apr.  St,  949. 
/.  IK.*  Apr.  t5y  1015. 

Ancient  Monuments,  Ireland 

Bonomargy  Ruios,  Custody  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Sloan;     A.    Mr.    Wyndbam, 
Apr.  SI,  850. 
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Anjf lihFrenoh  Agreement 

See   France  —  Arbitration    Treaty     wiU 
Great  Britain. 

Anlmalu 

Diseases  of,  jee  Diseases  of  AnimAla. 
Dogs,  see  that  OUe. 

Rats,  Destruction  of^Experiments  with 
Danysz's  Virus. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttei- 
ton,  Apr.  SO,  678. 

Tuberculosis  [Animals]  Corapenaation  KIl, 
9ee  that  me. 

Annuitiet 

Government    Annuities    and     InsiAaee 
Account  Presented,  Apr.  15,  6  ;  Apr. 


Aneon*  Sir  W. 

Board  of 


_,—Parliameniaty  Secretary, 
duccUion  lOxiord  UnivorsitT] 

Authorities  brinnng  Education  Act  into 
Force — Number  in  each  Month  since 
April,  1903,  etc,  Apr.  18,  353-354. 

Education  [Local  Authority  Default]  Bill 
Intra,  Apr.  S6,  l&lS. 

Expenditure  under,  ^pr.  :^,  1444-1445. 

Non-provided  Schools,  Powers  of  Local 
Authorities^  Apr.  S8,  1445. 

Section  16  of  Act  of  1902,  Suggested 
Substitution  for,  Apr.  £8,  1444. 

Elementary  School  Departmenta,  N  amber 
of,  in  England  and  Wales,  Apr.  2S, 
380. 

London  Act 

Provided  Schools,  Gronpine  of.  Post- 
poning Operations  of  Act  as 
regards,  Apr.  S7,  1301. 

Section  2,  Date  of  coming  into  Open- 
tion,  Apr.  27,  1300. 

Section  7,  Postponing  Operations  of, 
Apr.  S7,  1300. 

Schools. 

Barton-on-  Humber,  Accommodati  a 
a^  Apr.  15,  298,  299. 

Buildings  and  Alterations — Neoeaaity 
to  submit  Plans  to  Education 
Department,  Apr.  S5,  1034. 

Glyn-Traian,  Draft  Final  Order  for, 
Holding  Local  Inquiry,  Apr.  f7, 
1299. 

Hay  wards  Heath,  New  School  at,  Apr. 
16,  298,  299  ;  Apr.  SI,  885. 

Plaiston,  Accommodation  at,  Apr.  IS, 
298,299. 

Voluntary  Schools' Manager^) — LondoB 
County  and  Borough  0>iuicil 
Appointments,  Apr.  27,  1299. 

Teachers,  PnpiL 

Appointments  of.  Dating,  previous  to 
publishing  Examination  Results, 
etc,  iijw.  ^,671-672. 

Cost  of  Training  of,  Account  Debited 
with,  Apr.  SO,  683,  684. 
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Anson,  Sir  W.  R— cor**. 
Teaohera,  Pupil — cont 

Future  Service  of,  Proposals  as  to, 
Apr.  go,  684-685. 

Underfed  Children— Provision  of  Meals  bv 
Local  Education  Authority,  proposed, 
Apr,  80,  793. 

Wales. 

Authorities  in,  Bringing  Act  of  1902 
into  Force  —  Number  in  each 
Month  since  April,  1903,  etc., 
Apr.  18,  354. 

Carmarthen  County  Council's  Alleged 
Breach  of  Education  Act — Inquiry 
—Tabling  Report,  Apr.  21,  836. 


SESSION  1904.  [Ans-Arm 

Apr.  12— Apr.  28. 
Army 

Secretary  of  iStote— Mr.  H.  0.  Arnold- 
Forster. 

Under-Secretary— Easl  of  Donoughmore. 

Financial  Secretary— yit.  W.  Bromley- 
Davenport. 

Act, 

Canada,  Supply  of  Copies  to. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  SS,  958. 

Memorandum  explanatory  of  Amend- 
ments presented,  Apr.  16,  295. 


;    Authorities,    Particulars 
»(amee  of,  Apr.  £8,    1445- 


Defanltin 
and 
1446. 

Grants  under  the  Old  and  New  Sys- 
tems, Apr.  $8,  1446. 

Roman  Catholic  Schools  in— Numbers, 
Attendance. 


Anthrax 


Animals  Slaughtered  on  Account  of —Pay- 
apensati  '" 

1  kates. 


ensation  to  Owners  out 


tsiaugnt 
ment  of  Com] 
of  the  Local 
0%.   Mr.   E.   Gr&y,  Apr.  16,  331; 
Mr.  Field,  334. 
Increase  in   Norfolk  —  Compensation   to 
Owners   of    Animals    Dying   of   the 
Disease,  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.    F.   Wilson;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Fellowes,  Apr.  U,  185. 

Appleby  Corporation  Oas  Bill 

c.  Rep.»  Apr.  U.  182. 

Con.*  Apr.  SO,  669. 

3b.*  Apr.  es,  1021. 
/.  Commons  AmencUs.  agreed  to,  Apr.  86, 
1166. 

Royal  Assent,  Apr.  88,  1405. 

Arabia 

Anns,  Smuggling  of— Seizure  of  Rifles  at 
Makalla. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Apr.  87,  1295,  1296. 

Arbitration 

Anglo-French  Agreement  —  see  France- 
Arbitration  Treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

Argentine 

Cattle  Trade— Prohibition  of  Importation 
of   Live    Cattle  —  Withdrawal     pro- 
posed. 
Qt.  Mr.   Schwann,    Mr.   Kilbiide ; 
.  As.  Mr.  A.  Fellowes,  Apr.  14, 
199. 

Armagh 

Belfast  Bankruptcy    Court— Addition  of 
Armagh— Order,  Apr.  19,  484. 

VOL.  CXXXIIL      [Fourth  Sbries.] 


Reprints   of  — Omission   of   Amend- 
ments made  by  means  of  Army 
[Annual]  Bills. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  IS,  135  ; 
Mr.     C.     Hobhouse,    140; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  140;  Mr. 
C.  Warner,  141,  142 ;  Col. 
Welby,  143 ;   Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  146 ;  Mr.  Dalziel, 
Apr.  i4, 290 ;  Sir  R.  Finlav, 
291. 
Administrative    Districts     under     Esher 
Scheme,  Cost  of  Stafib. 

Q.    Mr.    C.     Hobhouse;    A.    Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Apr.  81,  842. 

Ambulance    Wagons,     Steps    taken    to 
improve. 
0.   Mr.   Burdett-Coutts,    Apr.    14, 
252,275;   Mr.  AmoldFdrster, 
276. 

Army  Corps  Scheme. 

Abandonment  of. 
Os.  Mr,   Amold-Forster,  Apr.  14, 
283;    Mr.    C.    Hobhouse,  284; 
Mr.  Whitley,  286. 

Expenditure  in  connection  with,  Cessation 
of. 

Os.  Mr.   Lambert.   Apr.   14t   284; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  285. 

Artillery. 

Field,  Expenditure  on. 

Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Apr.  14,  216, 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  219. 

Qnns,  Obsolete,  Expenditure  on. 
Os.  Mr.  C.    Warner,  Apr.  14,  213 ; 
Sir  J.  Colomb,  216 ;  Mr.  Lyell, 
217  ;  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  220. 

Royal  Garrison  Regiment,  Transfer  of, 
from   Malta  to   South   Africa- 
Completing  Short  Terms  at  Home. 
Q.   Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,   Apr.    19, 
524-525. 

Auxiliary  Forces. 

[See  also  titles  Militia,  Volunteers,  and 

Yeomanry.] 
Administration  of,  deferring  Changes 
until    Receipt   of    Royal   Com- 
mission Report,  etc. 
Q.   Sir  H.    Vincent;    A.    Mr. 
Amold-Forster,    Apr.    18, 
369-370. 


17 


3  1  IcatU. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Arm — Arml 


INDEX. 
Apr,  12— Apr,  28. 


[Vol.  133. 


Army — cont 

Auxiliary  Forces— c<wt^ 

Arming  of,  with  modern  weapons. 
Oa.  Col.  Welby.  Ai»\  14,  221 ;  Mr. 
Renwick,  240. 

Courts-martial,  Application  of  militaiy 

law  under  the  Army   Act   to— 

Rules  of  procedure,  etc. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr,  IS,  138, 

148,   149 ;  Mr.  C.  Warner, 

141 ;    Mr.   Amold-Forster, 

148,  149,  150  ;  Mr.  Dalziel, 

149,  150;   Sir   R.   Finlay, 
149. 

Barracks. 

Construction  of— Publication  of  Com- 
mittee Report. 
Q,  Sir  C.  Rasch  ;  A,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr,  19,  523-524. 
Salisbury  Plain— Construction  of  bar- 
racks at  Ted  worth. 

Os.  Mr.  Peel.  Apr,  U,  283; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  285. 

Butteries,  New,  proportion  to  be  made  in 
Government  Arsenals  an<l  proportion 
given  out  on  Contract. 

08.    Mr.  J.  F.  Hope,  Apr.  14,  222 ; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  224. 

Belfast,  Troops  in— Alleged  Monopoly  for 
Supply  of  Stores. 
Q.    Mr.   Sloan;    A.     Mr.  Arnold 
Forster,  Apr,  25,  1039. 

Canteens— Supplies  in  Ireland. 

Os,    Ml.  Nannetti,  Apr,  U,  249,  250, 
251. 

Cavalry. 

Horses,  Weight  carried  by,  reduction 
in,  pro|>osed. 

Os.  Col.  Legge,  Mr.  Bowles, 
Apr.  U,  251  ;  Sir  C.  Rasch, 
253  ;  Col.  Welby,  275. 

Increase  in,  proposed. 
Os.    Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  U,  228, 229. 

Saddles,  Provision  of  Improved  pattern. 
Os.     Col.  Welby,  Apr.  U,  275  ;  Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  276. 

Contracts. 

Irish  Firms,  Exclusion  of.  alleged. 
Os.     Mr.    Nannetti,   Apr.  U,  234, 
243,  253,  256,  276  ;    Mr.  Field, 
234,  235,  '254  ;  Mr.  Mooney,254 ; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  255. 

Rifles,  Revision  of  Contract  for. 

Q.    Col.  Bowles;    A.     Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Aj}r.  10,  523. 

( 'ordite. 

Estimate  for. 

Os.    Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  14,  222,  223  ; 
Mr.  Araold-Foister,  223. 

Quality  of. 

0.     Mr.   Arnold-Forster,   Aj^r.    14, 
223. 
IS 


Army — cont. 

Courts-martial. 

Auxiliary  Forces,  Application  of  Mili- 
tary Law  under  the  Army  Act  to 
— Rules  of  Procedure,  etc. 
Os.    Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  IS,  138, 
148,  149;   Mr.  C.  Wani«, 
141  ;    Mr.   Amold-Forster. 
148,  149,  160 ;   Mr.  Dalael, 
149, 150;  Sir  R.  Finlay,  149: 
Mr.  DaUael,  Apr.  14,  290 ; 
Sir.  R.  Finlay,  291. 

Judge- Advocate-General  and  poorer  d 
quashing  Convictions^ 

Q.  Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU;  A. 
Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  Apr. 
13,  79. 

Courts    of    Inquiry,    Constitution    of  — 
Breaches  of  Military  Law,  etc 
Os.    Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  IS,  137, 138  : 
Capt.  Norton,  144,   145;     Col. 
Sandys,     145 ;      Mr.      Arnold- 
Forster,  147, 148. 

Dentists— Candidates*  Expenses,  Payment 
of. 

Q.  Mr.  Shackleton  ;  A.  Mr.  AmoM- 
Forster,  Apr.  19,  523. 

Engineers — China,  Increase  of   StalT   in. 
Reasons  for. 

Os.      Mr.    Whitley,    Mr.     Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  14,  286. 

Essex  Regiment,  2nd  Battalion — Resamn- 
tion  of  purple  facings  and  old  title 
"  Pompadours,"  propcwed. 
Q,     Sir    Came   Rufich ;     A.      Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Apr,  14,  192. 

Expenditure,  Reduction  in,  proposed. 
Os.      Sir  J.   Gorst,  Apr.  91,  864 ;    Mr. 
Ritchie,  866 ;  Mr.  Elliot,  877. 

Guns. 

Artillery,  Obsolete  Armament  of. 
Os.     Mr.  C.  Warner.  Apr.  14^  213 ; 
Sir  J.  Coloml),  216  ;   Mr.  LydU 
217  ;  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  ^. 

Calibre?,  Number  of  different^  expense 
entailed  by. 

0.9.  Mr.  C.  Hobhonse,  Apr.  14. 
215;  Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
219,  220. 

Di»:))roportion  between  figures  giv^i 
for  guns  and  carriages. 

Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Apr.  14, 
216;  Mr.  Amold-Forster. 
218. 

Expenditure  on. 

Os.  Mr.  C.  Hobhonse,  Apr.  14, 
215 ;  Sir  J.  Colomb,  216  ;  Mr. 
C.  W^amer,  222. 

High  angle  firing,  development  of. 
Os.    Sir  J.   Colomb,  Apr.  I4.  217  : 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  219. 

^>uick-firing. 

Deficiencies  in,  and  unsatisfacion 
nature  of. 
0.  Sir  C.  Rasch,  Atrr,    /; 
214. 
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Guns — cont. 

Quick-firing — cont 

New  Guns,  nature  of,  and  experi- 
meote  with. 
Os.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  Apr. 
14,  216;   Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,     218  ;      Col. 
Welby,  221. 
Rotunda,  Woolwich,  Protection  of. 
Q.  Sir  G.  Hartley ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Foreter,  Apr.  18,  372. 
Standardisation  of,  proposed. 

Os.  Sir  J.  Colonib,  Apr.  14,  216 ; 
Mr.  Markham,  217  ;  Mr. 
Arnold  -  Forster,  219  ;  Col, 
Well^,  221. 

Health  of— Report  of  War  Office  Reconsti- 
tution    Committee  —  DiBCuaaion    of 
recommendations. 
Q.  Sir  M.   Foster ;    A.  Mr.   A.   J. 

Balfour,  Jpr.  1£,  23. 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Tuke,  Dr.  Farquharson  ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Apr.  13, 
83. 
Journal,  New,  Advertisements  in — Allow- 
ing Opportunity  for  Discussion. 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Leng,   Mr.   Lough  ;  A. 
Mr.   Amold-Forster,  Apr.   SO, 
678-679. 

Kinloch    Case  —  Lack    of   knowled^   of 
military  law  shown  during  inquiry. 
0.  Sir  C.  'DillLe,Apr.  13,  137. 

LancerH  and  Swords,  decision  as  to 
retention  of. 
Os.  Col.  Welby,  Apr.  U,  225  ;  Col. 
Legge,  226  ;  Capt  Norton,  226 ; 
Sir  K.  Lees,  227 ;  Sir  C.  Dilke, 
228 ;  Mr.  W.  Churchill.  229 ; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  230,  231  ; 
Capt.  Jessei,  232  ;  Mr.  C.  War- 
ner, 233. 

Militia,  Volunteers,  Yeomanry,  ue  those 
titles. 

Mowatt  Commission,    date   of   issue    of 
report. 
0.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  Apr.  I4,  262. 

Officers. 

Promotions — Selection  for  Ranks  of 
Colonel  and  Maior-General. 
Q.    Sir   C.    Rasch  ;     A.    Mr. 
Amold-Forster,    Apr.    Sl^ 
842-843. 

Window  blinds  for  quarters,  estimate 
for. 
Os.  Col.  Welby,  Apr.  I4,  284  ; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  285. 

Ordnance  Department. 

Buyins:  Section,  establishment  of. 
0.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  Apr.  I4, 252. 

Ireland,  Labourers'  Wages  in. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Hay  ;  ^.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  19,  526. 

Ordnance  Factories. 

Cost  of  Production,  (Calculation  of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Ceilings  ;  A.  Mr.  AraoM- 
Forster,  Apr.  &),  676-677. 

1!) 
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Ordnance  Factories— coh^. 

Machinery,  idle,  in,  placing    Orders 
with  Contractors,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Crooks  ;  ^.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,    Apr.    2%    1190- 
1191. 

Osbome  House,  see  that  title. 

Pay,  Forfeiture  of— Right  of  Appeal  to 
Court- Martial 

Os.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  Apr.  IS,  140 ; 
Mr.  C.  Warner,  142;  CoL 
Welby,  143  ;  Mr.  Arnold 
Forster,  147. 

Personnel^  Director   of.   Duties,    Emolu- 
sments,  Staff,  etc 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Apr.  26,  1192- 
1193. 

Recraite  and  Recmiting  in  Ireland — Cir- 
cular issued  by  Major  Gerard. 
Q.     Mr.     S.     MacNeill;   A.    Mi. 
Arnold-Forster,  Apr.  19,  625- 
526. 

Reforms — Proposals  of  War  Office  Recon- 
stitution  Committee,  &c 

Qs.  Mr.  Black;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  I4,  210,  211. 

Rifle  Ranges — Amounts  paid  to  London 
and  Birmingham  Small  Arms  Com- 
panies—Vote charged,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  Whitley;   A.   Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  18,  366. 

Rifles. 

Contracts  for— Revision  of  Price. 
Q.    Col.  Bowles;  A.    Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  19,  523. 

Cost  of  Manufacture  in  Government 
Factories. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  CoUings;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Apr.  JO, 
676-677. 

Relative  cost  of  manufacture  by 
the     Government    and     the 
Trade. 
Os.     Mr.     B.    Davenport, 

Apr.  14,  236.  237  ;  Mr. 

Dalziel,  237,  242 ;  Mr. 

T.   Tavlor,  237;    Mr. 
.  Amold-Forster,     238. 

239,  242,  246 ;   Mr.  S. 

Wortley,  239;  Mr.  H. 

J.    WUson,    239;    Mr. 

Bayley,     240  ;      CdI. 

Denny,  241  ;  Mr.  Peel, 

241;   Mr.  C.  Warner 

•243;    Mr.   Weir,  245; 

Sir  C.  Dilke,  246. 

Names  of  firms  contracting  for  supply 
of— Number    ordered   from  each 
firm,  etc. 
Os.    Mr.  Dalziel,  Apr.  I4,  237, 
246;     Mr.    B.   Davenport, 
2.3;,  245;  Mr.   Weir,  245; 
Mr.  Amold-Foi-ster,  245. 
2X2  .      [cont. 
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Army — cont 
Rifles — cont. 

New  Pattern. 

Coat  of— Payments  in  Advance, 

alleged. 

Os.  Mr.  Whitley,  Apr.  U, 

224,  226  ;  Mr.  Arnold- 

Forster,  225 ;  Mr.  C. 

Warner,  225. 

Testing    of,     Individually  —  In- 
creased   Recoil— Testing    in 
India. 
Q.    Mr.    Hunt;    A.    Mr. 
Amold-Forster,     Apr. 

Place   of    manufacture  —  Proportion 
entrusted    to    Government,    and 
outside,  manufactories. 
0*.  Ck)l.  Bowles,  Apr.  U,  233, 
236 ;  Mr.  C.  Warner,  233  ; 
Mr.    B.    Davenport,    236, 
237 ;  Mr.  Dalziel,  237  ;  Mr. 
T.  Taylor,  237 ;  Mr.  Weir, 
245. 
Schoolmasters,     Military     and    Civilian, 
placing  on  the  same  footing. 
0*.  Mr.  C.  Warner,  Apr.  13,  142; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  147. 

Small-Arm  and  Machine  Gun  Ammuni- 
tion, Estimate  of. 

0.  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  14,  222. 

Soldiers. 

Billeting  of— Provision  of  extra  beds 
by  mn-keepers. 

Os.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  IS, 
141 ;  CoL  Welby,  144. 

Breakfast,  Arrangements  as  to. 
Os.  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  I4,  291  j   Mr. 
B.  Davenport,  292. 

Devizes    Gaol,    Imprisonment    in  — 
Character  of  offences — Transfer  of 
offenders  to  Military  Prison,  pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  Hobhouse ;  A.  Mr. 
Amold-Forster,    Api\    I4, 
190. 

Southampton  Riot,  Men  of  2nd  Cheshire 
Regiment  implicated  in,  &c. 
Qs.  Capt.  Norton ;  As.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  g6,  1042;   Apr. 
S7,  1293. 

Stores,  Buying  of,  decentraliuition  of. 
Os.  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Apr.   I4,  265  ; 
Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  256. 

Submarine  Mines,  questionable  policy  of 
placing  under  control  of  the  War 
OfBce. 

Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Apr.  14,  279  ;  Sir 
C.  Dilke,  280;  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forsier,  281. 

Supplies,  Director  of.  Appointment  of. 
(4.  Mr.  C.   Hobhouse  ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  fS8,  1440-1441. 

Transport,  Director  of,  Appointment  of. 
Q.  Mr.  C.    Hobhouse  ;  A.   Mr.    Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  £8,  1440-1441. 
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War  OfBce,  see  thai  tUle. 
Wellington  College— Report  of  GisivtXDmi 
for  1903  presented,  Apr.  SS,  943,  953. 

Army  [AnTnuLl]  Bill 

c.  2r,  Apr.  13, 135 ;  Apr.  14,  289. 
Debate  on  Second  Beading  [Commons]  Apr. 
13, 136  ;  Apr.114,  289. 
Act. 

Promulgation  of,  samnltaneouslj 
in  all  parts  of  the  EmfHre, 
140,  148. 
Reprints  of— Omission  oi  amei^- 
ments  made  by  means-of  BiDa, 
135,  140,  141,  142,  143,  146. 
290,291. 

Billeting  arrangements — ^provision  o 
extra  beds  for  soldiers,  141,  144. 

Courts-martial — Application  of  mili- 
tary law  to  Auxiliary  Foieea,  mles 
of  procedure  etc.,  138,  141,  148, 
149,  150,  290,  291. 

Courts  of  Inquiry,  Constitution  of— 
breaches  of  military  law,  etc,, 
137,  138,  144,  145,  147,  148. 

Deductions  from  pay,  change  in  pro- 
cedure as  to,  proposed,  140,  142, 
143, 145, 147. 

Protectorates— proposaLs  as  to  objec- 
tions as  to  language  of  the  Bill, 
139. 

Schoolmasterfs  Military  and  CiviliaD, 
placing  on  the  same  footing,  142, 

Transfers,  Compulsory,  propoeals  ss 
to,  140.  147. 
Com.,  Apr.  18,^14. 
Rep.*  Apr.  18,  476. 
Co».*  and  3b,*  Apr.  19,  665. 
/.  IK.*  ^pr.  J^i,  811. 
2R.,  Apr.  gg,  948. 
Com*  and  Rep.*  Apr.  S5,  1017. 
Sl^*  Apr.  ee,  1114. 
Royal  Assent,  Apr.  £8,  1405. 

Memorandum  explanatory  of  Amendmests 
to  Act  presented,  Apr.  IS,  295. 

Army  Estimates. 

Discussion  of  matters  not  contained  in 
and  not  relative  to  the  Vote. 
0.  Mr.  J.    W.  Lowther,  Apr.  I4, 
225,  235,  250,  251. 

Engineer  Sendees,  Works,  Boildings  aod 
Repairs— £1.918,000,  eom.  Apr.  14, 
282. 

Increase  in.  References  to,  in  debate  en  the 
Budget,  Apr.  19, 581, 585, 595,  604, 611, 
629,  630,  639;  Apr.  fi.  864,  913; 
Apr.  187, 1319,  1326. 

Method  of  Classifying 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Amold-Focster. 
Apr.  14,  283. 

Warlike  and  other  Stores,  snp^y  and  re- 
pair of— £2,839,000,  Com.  Aprii  I4, 
212-274. 
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Axnold-Fonter,  Mr.  H.  0.  —  Secretary  of 
StaUfor  War  [Belfast,  W.] 
Act, 

Canada,  supply  of  copies  to,  Apr,  t2, 
958. 

Reprints  of,  with  Amendments, 
Apr,  13^  146. 

AdministFAtiye  Districts  under  Bsher 
Scheme— Ck>st  of  SUfis,  April  2i,  842. 

Africa,  Soath,  Garrison  in. 

Clerks*  Salaries  —  refund  of  Inoome 
Tax  deductions  proposed,  Apr, 
14.  191. 

Hutting  accommodation,  number  of 
stations,  &o.,  Apr,  15,  301. 

Ambulance  Wagons,  steps  taken  to  im- 
prove, Apr,  i^,  276. 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  2R.,  Apr.  IS,  146 ; 
Chm.,  Apr.  18,  474, 476. 

Army  Corps  Scheme. 

Abandonment  of,  Apr.  14,  283. 

Expenditure  in  c<mnection  with,  Apr. 
14,285. 

Artillerr. 

Field,  Expenditure  on,  Apr.  14,  219. 

Royal   Ghkrriaon   Regiment — Transfer 
£rom  Malta  to  South  Africa — Com- 
pleting  short   service   at   home, 
Apr.  19,  625. 
Auxiliary    Forces,    Administration   of  — 

Deferring   Changes   until  receipt   of 

Report  of   Royal  Commission,  etc, — 

Apr.  18,  369-370. 

Ballyboy,  Evicted  Farm  at,  using,  as  Artil- 
lery Parade  Ground,  Apr.  18,  394. 

Barracks. 

Construction  of — Publication  of  Com- 
mittee Report,  Apr.  19^  624. 

Salisbury  plain,  construction  on,  Apr. 
14,285. 

Batteries,  New,  proportion  to  be  made  in 
Grovemment  Arsenals,  and  given  out 
on  contract,  Apr.  I4,  224. 

Belfast,  Troops  in— Alleged  Monopoly  for 
Supply  Stores,  Apr.  S5,  1039. 

Cavalry  Saddles,  provision  of  improved 
pattern,  Apr.  I4,  276. 

Contracts. 

Allocation  between  Ordnance  Factories 
and  the  Trade,  Apr.  $6, 1190-1191. 

Irish  Firms,  alleged  exclusion  of,  Apr. 
14t255. 

Cordite,  Quality  of,  Apr.  14,  223. 

Courts-martial. 

Auxiliary  Forees,  Application  of  Mili- 
tary Law  under  Act  to— rules  of 
procedure,  etc,  Apr.  IS,  148,  149, 
160. 

Judge  •  Advocate  -  General  and  the 
power  of  quashing  convictions, 
Apr.  13,  79. 

Courts  of  Inquiry,  Constitution  and  pro- 
cedure of,  Apr.  13,  147,  148. 
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Amold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  O.—eont. 

Crimean  Veterans,  increasing  Pensions  of, 
Apr.  98,  1438. 

Dentists— Candidates'  Expenses,  Apr.  19, 
623. 

Engineers,  China,  increase  of  staff  in,  Apr. 
i4,286. 

Essex  Regiment,  2od  Battalion,  Resump- 
tion of  purple  facings  and  old  tiUe 
"Pompadours,"  proposed,  Apr.  I4, 
192. 

Estimates,  Method  of  Classifying,  Apr.  14^ 
283. 

Gibraltar  Defences,  permitting  German 
Emperor  to  view,  Apr.  96, 1192. 

Guns 

Calibres,  variety  of,  in  use,  Apr.  14, 
219,  220. 

Disproportion  between  figures  given  for 
guns  and  carriages,  alleged,  Api: 
14,  218. 

High  Angle  firing,  development  of, 
Apr.  14,  219. 

Quick-firing— New  pattern  supplied  to 
India,  experiments  with,  Apr.  14, 
218. 

Rotunda  Guns  at  Woolwich,  protection 
of,  Apr.  18,  372. 

Standardisation  of,  Apr.  I4,  ^19. 

Journal,  New,  Advertisements  in — Allow- 
ing Opportunity  for  Discussion,  Apr. 
go,  679. 

Lances  and  Swords,  Abolition  of,  Avr.  I4, 
2!U),23l. 

Mititia. 

Field  Artillery,  Armament  of,  and 
increase  in,  Apr.  14,  212. 

Garrison  Artillery— Trainingat  Mobili- 
sation Stations,  use  of  modem  guuH 
etc.,  Apr.  14,  221. 

Officers— Promotions— Selection  for  Ranks 
of  Colonel  and  Major  General,  Apr.  £1, 
843. 

Ordnance  Department— Ireland,  Labourers' 
Wages  in,  Apr.  19,  626. 

Ordnance  Factories,  Idle  Machinery  in- 
placing  Orders  with  Contractors,  etc, 
Apr.  26, 1190-1191. 

Pay,  Forfeiture  of,  right  of  appeal  to  Court- 
martial,  Apr.  IS,  147. 

Personnel,  Directorof ,  Duties,  Emoluments, 
Staff,  etc.,  Apr.  S6, 1192-1193. 

Rathooursey  Beach,  Ireland— Aeoident  to 
DriscoU.  Apr.  I4,  193. 

Recruits  and  Recruiting  in  Ireland,  Circular 
issued  by  Major  Gerard,  Apr.  19,  626. 

Rifle  RaM^es— Amounts  paid  to  London 
and  Birmingham  Small  Arms  Com- 
paniea-^Vote  charged,  etc,  Apr.  18, 

[eofU. 
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Amold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  0.—<!o»t. 
Rifles. 

Mannfactare  of. 

Contract  for,  Revision  of  Price, 
Apr.  19,  523. 

Government  Factories,  in,  CJost  of, 
Apr.  20,  676-677. 
Relative  Cost  of  Manufacture 
by  the  Government  and 
the  Trade,  Apr.  14,  238, 
239.242. 

New  Pattern. 

Cost  of,  Payments  in  Advance, 
etc., -4i?r.  i^,  225. 

Testing  Individually— Increased 
Recoil,  Testing  in  India,  Apr. 
2S,  1441. 

Russo-Japanese  War— Japanese  System  of 
Land  Transport,  Reports  as  to,  Apr. 
S8,  1436. 

Schoolmasters,  Military  and  Civilian, 
PUoing  on  same  Footing,  Apr.  13, 
147. 

Soldiers,  Imprisonment  df,  in  Devizes  Graol 
—Character  of  Offences,  Apr.  I4, 190. 

SomaJiland  Expedition,  Progress  of — Cost 
—Position  of  Mullah,  April,  18,  371. 

South  African  War. 

Official  History  of.  Utilising  Col. 
Henderson's  Preface,  Apr,  25, 
1041-1042. 

Rewards — Carrying  out  Recommenda- 
tions of  Lord  Kitchener,  Apr.  IS, 
79. 

Southampton,  Riot  at,  Men  of  2nd 
Chesnire  Roaiment  implicated  in,  etc., 
Apr.  25,  1042  ;  Apr.  27,  1293. 

Stores— Buying  of,  Decentralisation  of, 
Apr.  14,  255. 

Submarine  Mines,  Policy  of  placing,  under 
Control  of  the  \Yar  Office,  Aryr.  lA. 
281.  .  * 

Supplies,  Director  of— Appointing  Expert, 
Apr.  28,  1440-1441. 

Transfers,  Compulsorj',  Extension  of 
Powers  as  to,  147. 

Transport,  Direstor  of  —  Appointing 
Expert,  Apr.  28,  1440-1441. 

Volunteers. 

Ammunition  for,  Supplying  at  same 
rate  as  to  Militia  and  Yeomanry. 
^/>r.i^,  224.  ' 

Creen,  Lieut.,  Court  of  Inquiry  into 
Case  of— Charges,  etc.,  Apr.  21. 
845. 

War  Office. 

Contracts,  Allocation  of,  between 
Ordnance  Factories,  and  the  Trade. 
Ajyr.  26,  1190-91. 

Cottages  in  Wiltshire— Notices  to  quit 
Ap):2G,nU. 
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A  nold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  0.  -eont. 
War  Office — eont. 

Reconstitution  Committee — Fiafrnci&l 
System,  Changes  reoommended, 
&c.,  Apr.  14,  192. 

Window  Blinds  for  Officers'  Qaartera, 
coet  of,  Apr.  I4,  285. 

Woolwich,  Rotunda  Guns,  Protection  of, 
Apr.  18,  372. 

Yeomanry. 

Forster,  Sei*geant,  Arrears  of  Pay  due 
to.  Cause  of  Delay  in  Paymeat, 
Apr.  28.  1440. 

Inspeotor-Creneral  of.  Number  of 
Regiments  inspected  1902  and 
19(^ — Salary,  Allowances,  etc 
Apr.  26,  1991-1192. 

Training — Use  of  Motor  Cyclea  for 
Despatch  Carrying,  prop6i«ed,  Apr. 
27, 1293. 

Artillery 

see  under  Army. 

Ashton,  Mr  T.  0.  [Bedfordshire,  Luton] 

Budget  of  1903-4,  Deficit  on,  Apr,  19,  608. 
Expenditure,  Increase  in,  Apr.  19,  GOT. 

Income  Tax,  additional  Id.  in  the  pound — 
Budget  proposal,  Apr.  19,  6131 

National  Debt,  Reduction  of,  Apr.  19, 608. 

Public  Houses — Increasing  Licence  Duties 
proposed,  Apr.  19,  614. 

Tea  Duty — Additional  2d.    per  pound— 
Budget  proposal,  Api\  i9,612. 

Tuberculosis  [Animals]  Compensation  Bill, 
2k.,  Apr.  15,  341. 

Asia 

British  and  Russian  spheres  of  inteieft  in 
amicable  definition  of,  proposed. 
Os.     Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  IS,  118; 
Sir  H.   Fowler,  124,  125  ;  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  128,  129. 

Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  H.  [Fife,  E.] 
Aliens  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  Jo,  1094. 

Assizes 

Ireland—Co.  Down  Assizes — Compositioo 
of  Grand  Jury. 
Q.    Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
Apr.  12,  22. 

Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  t.  [Durham,  N.w.j 

Aliens  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  25, 1133. 

Atkinson,  Et.  Hon.  Z.—AUomey  General  fvr 

Ireland  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Agricultural    and   Technical    InstraotioD 
Department. 

Loans  for  Providing  Machineiy 
for  Technical  Instmetion, 
Issue  of,  Apr.  28,  145a 

Veterinary  Branch— Promotion  ol 
Roman  Catholic  Clerks,  Apr. 
28,  1448. 
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Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  J.—cont. 

Butson  Estate,  Purchase  of  Abbeylanda, 
Agreement  aa  to,  Apr.  88,  1452. 

GonBtabulary— Cost  of  Extra— Authority 
for  Charging  County  Councils  with, 
etc.,  Apr.  27,  130.3. 

Cusaok  Estate,  Longford — Acquisition  for 
Settlement  of  Evicted  Tenants,  Apr. 
27,  1.304. 

Dopping  Estate,  N.  Longford — Considering 
Application  of  D.  Mulligan.  A'pt.  28, 
1447. 

Drammeel  Bog,  Longford,  Public  Trustees, 
Applications  to  Estates  Commissioners 
to  Assume  Position  of,  Apr.  28,  1450- 
1451. 

Ely  Estate,  Fermanagh,  Decrees  for  Rent 
Against  Tenants  —Expediting  Sale, 
Apr.^  28.  1449-1450. 

Gal  way  Docks,  Dredging  of  Entrance, 
Apr.  27,  1304. 

Lunatics,  Mul linear  Resident  Magis 
and  Notification  of,  Apr.  26,  1184. 

Maryborough  Prison— Treatment  of  Insane 
Convict,  Apr.  e8,  1449. 

Tredennick  Estate,  Donegal,  Delay  in 
A pplotting— Measures  to  be  taken, 
Apr.  27,  1305. 

Urlingford  Union  Board  Room,  Refusal  to 
Allow  Meeting  in,  Apr.  28, 1451. 

White  Estate,  N.  Longford,  Sale  of— Con- 
sidering Application  of  Mary  Hand, 
Apr.  28,  1447. 

Youghal  Bay  Salmon  Fisheries,  Restric- 
tions Placed  on  Fishermen,  Taking 
Steps  with  Regard  to,  Apr.  27,  1306. 

Attomey-Oeneral 

Sir  Robert  B.  Finlay, 

Attomey-Oeneral  for  Ireland 

Mr.  J.  Atkinson. 

Australia 

Transvaal    Labour    Ordinance,    Tabling 
R&solutions  Opposing,  etc. 
Q.  Major  Seely  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  25,  1043. 

Austria 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  Laws, 
Granting  Return  Relative  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Tennant ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr.  20,  672. 

Avebury,  Lord 

Sunday  Closing  [Shops)  Bill],  2r.  Apr.  28, 
1409,  1419. 

Ayocht  [Ross-shire] 

Harbour,  Construction  of,  proposed. 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  28,  1513,  1514. 

Bailey,  Mr.  J.  [Newington,  Walworth] 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill, 
dm.  Apr.  U.  269. 
.     c.  Con.  Apr.  U,  259. 
3r.  ;  Apr.  ?S,  1506. 
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Bailey,  Mr.  ^.—cont. 

Subways,  Construction  at  Elephant  and 
Castle  —  Obligation  of  the  Com- 
pany, &c. 

Os.  On  Consideration  and  Third 
Reading,  AprU  U,  259, 263, 265, 
266,  268,  269;  Apr.  28,  1508, 
1507. 

Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley] 
House  of  Commons. 

Divisions,  Alteration  in  method  of  tak- 

.   ing,  proposed,  Apr.  28,  1474. 
Doors  behind  the  Speaker's  Chair,  and 

in  the  Lobby,  Granting  free  ingress 

and  egress,  AprU  28,  1474. 
Fire— Sl-eps  taking  to  safeguard  the 

buildings,  Apr.  28,  1476. 
Furniture,  Increase  in  cost  of,  Apr.  98 

1490. 
Heating  arrangements.  Variation   of 

temperature,  etc,  Api\  28,  1475. 
Indicators,  alleged  inaccuracy  of,  Apr. 

28,  1491. 
Ladies'   Gallery  —  Retention  of    the 

grille,  etc.  Apr.  28,  1475. 
Lighting  arrangements,  Apr.  28,  1475. 
Mosaics,  Provision  of  additional,  Apr 

28,  1475. 
Pre's  Gallery— Provision  of  Annuncia- 
tors and  Tape  Machines,  Apr.  28, 

1498. 
Telephone  Service,  Apr.  28, 1479. 
Ventilation  and  sanitation  of,  Apr. 

28,  1476. 
Water  Supply,  Payments  for,  Apr.  98, 

1491. 
Hyde  Park— Motor  cars,  Roads  prohibited 
to    Placing  conspicuous  Notices    m, 
Apr.  25,  1052-1053. 
Pdlacos,  increase  in,  Vote  for,  Apr.  28, 

1535. 
South    Kensington   Museum    Buildings- 
Dates  of  Completion,  Apr.  18,  356. 

Balfour,  Et.  Hon.  A.  J.-FirstLordofthe 

Treasury  [Manchester,  E.] 
Arbitration  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  France. 
Discussion  in  the  House,  Opportunity 
for,  ^;>r.  1-^,207,208,210. 

Morocco. 

Consultation    of    Moroccan    and 

Spanish  Governments,    Apr, 

U,  209. 

Continental  Agreements  resi.ect- 

ing,  Apr.  20,  693. 

Newfoundland    Indemnity,   Payment 

of,  Apr.  14.  210. 
Text  of,  date  of  publication,  Apr.  IS, 
26. 
Army  Reforms— Projmsals  of  War  Office 
Re-constitution  Committee,  Apr.  14, 
210,  211. 
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Balfour,  Et  Hon.  A.  J.—cont. 

Asia,  British  and  Ruesiaii  sj^heres  of  in- 
fluence in,  amicable  definition  of,  pro- 
posed. Apr.  13,  128,  129. 

Birmingham  and  South  vrark  Bishoprics 
Bill— Date  of  Second  Reading,  Amr.  tl, 
844,855. 

Budget — General  policy  of.  facilities  for 
discussing,  Apr,  19,  597. 

Business  of  the  House,  Coarse  of,  Apr.  IS, 
25,  26 ;  Apr.  IS,  84;  Apr.  20,  093- 
695;  Apr.  21,  855;  Apr.  25,  I06I, 
1062  ;  Apr.  26,  1198  ;  Apr.  27,  1309  ; 
Apr.  28,   1455-1456. 

Committee  of  Defence— Vote  for  Staff, 
Date  of  Discussion  on— Permanent 
Secretariat,  Apr.  21,  854-855. 

Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill— Date  of  Second  Reading, 
Apr.  18,  395. 

Cotton  Industry— International  Confer- 
ence proposed,  Apr.  25,  1060. 

Cunard  A^neement  (Money)  Committee. 
Date  of  taking,  Apr.  28, 1456. 

Education— SootUnd,  Bill  relating  to— 
Date  of  Second  Reading,  Apr.  14, 21 1. 

Fiscal  Policy  of  the  Government  at  the 
ensuing  General  Election,  Apr.  lA, 
211.  ,      /-       ^ 

Foreign  Ships  trading  with  the  United 
Kingdom— Application  of  Regulations 
— Date  of  Appointment  of  Committee 
of  Inquiry,  Apr.  IS,  83. 

**  Futures,"    Gambling    in— Inquiry 
posed,  Apr.  12,  8  -,  Apr.  18,  395. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill— Date  of  Second 
Reading,  Apr.  27,  1307. 

Land  Act  Amendment  Bill— Date  of 
Second  Reading,  Apr.  27, 1307. 

Land  Values  Assessment  and  Rating  Bill 
—Adjourned  Motion— Facilities  for 
discussion,  Apr.  25,  1061. 

Licensing  Bill. 

Compensation— Protection  of  Licence 
holders,  Apr.  28,  1438. 

Intro.,  Apr.  20,  732,  733,  734,   735, 
736,  748. 
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Marine  Insurance  Bill— Date  of  Re-intro- 
duction, Apr.  13,  83. 

Moselv  Commission,  Publishing  Report 
of,  as  Parliamentary  Papers,  Apr.  18, 
395. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  Date  of  proceeding 
with,  Apr.  26,  1196. 

Private  Bill  Procedure— Revision  of  Scale 
of  Fees  proposed,  Apr.  12,  24. 

Public  Accounts— Committee  Report- 
Allowing  opportunity  for  Discussion, 
Apr.  19,  538. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  —  Committee 
Report— Opportunity  for  Discussion, 
etc.,  Apr.  19,  537. 


Ritualistic  Practices— Roy&l  Commmoi 
— Composition  and  terms  of  releraKt 
Apr.  14,  212;  Apr.  fO,  691-«2, 768, 
771. 

Shops  Bill— Date  of  Introduction,  Apr.  5j, 
692. 

Tibet  Expedition,  Objects  of— Pdicy  ol 
H.M.  GoTemment,  Apr.  IS,  l«-13i 

Trade  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  BQl,  2l 

Apr.  22,  974. 
Valuation  Bill,  Date  of  Introduction,  Afr 

18,^6. 
War     Office    Reconstitution    Committee 
Report. 
Health  of  the  Army,  Diflcium  of 
portion  of  Report  relating  to,  ii^ 
12,  23. 
Recommendations  of— Allowing  Oppor 
tunity  for   Discussion,  et/c,Afr. 
26,  1197. 
War,  Preparation  for— Select  Committef 
to    Enquire    into    present    financiil 
system  proposed,  Apr.  ISj  83. 

West  Down  Parliamentary  Election- 
Recommendation  of  Deputy  Msster  (rf 
the  Mint,  Legality  of,  etc.,  Apr.  ^h 
1308. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Bill— Date  of 
Introduction,  Apr.  20,  692. 

Balftur,  Rt  Hon.  0.  W.,  Pretidifii  off^ 

Board  of  Trade  [Leeds,  Central] 
Emigration  and  Immigration— Report  fi 
Board  of  Trade  for  1903-Dateof  iw* 
Apr.  14,  1016. 
Ireland. 

Board  of  Trade,  Suggested  EstaU^ 
ment  of  Branch^,  Apr.  26,  Wi^ 

Dublin,  North  Wall  Station-lB*l«- 
quate  Transit  facilities,  Apr.  ?/. 
1298. 

Patent  Office— Irish  Branch,  propoeeJ, 
Apr.  26,  1178. 

Lights  and  Lighthouses. 

Coal  and  Oil  delivered  at  D^- 
Price  paid,  Apr.  25, 1032. 

Dover  Pier  Work,  AocidenU  to,  l^ 
1903,  Apr.  28,  1425. 

Ships. 

"  Princess  Alexandra,"  CoBdem» 
tion  of— Price  reahsed,  Apr 
25,  1032. 

Station  Lights  and  Signals  In 
structions  issued  to  Keeper 
as  to  showing.  Apr.  26, 10J4 

"  Tear««ht,"  "  Moya,'' «  Mensaid; 
and  "  Irene^'— Nam*  »»^ 
Qualifications  of  Officials,  Apr- 
25,  1032  ;  Apr.  28,  14^1^ 

Merchant  Shipping— Carrii^TB  of  Goo^ 
Revision  of  Clauses  limiting J»ran»y 
of  Shipping  Coiitpanies,  proposed.  ^^ 
5^,956. 
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Balfirar,  Et  Hon.  0.  W.— «w/. 

Patents,  British— Proportion  granted  to 
Foreigners  Abroad  —  Approximate 
Number  in  force,  etc,  Apr.  18,  ZTJ- 
378. 

Piers  and  Harbours. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  —  Provision  of 
Harbours  of  Refuge,  proposed,  Apr. 
S8,  1618-1523. 

Holyhead,  Improvement  of,  Apr.  28, 
1524. 

Local  Authorities,  Applications  by, 
Regulations  as  to,  Apr.  £8, 1523, 
1526,  1527. 

Railways. 

Companies'  Liability  —  Legislation 
suggested,  Apr.  26,  1181-1182. 

Couplings,  Automatic,  proponed  adop- 
tion of,  Apr.  21,  846. 

Dublin,  North  Wall  —  Inadequate 
transit  facilities,  Apr.  fH,  1298. 

Halbeath,  Fifeshire,  Level  Crossing  at 
— providing  suitable  Protection, 
Apr.  25,  1051. 

Ireland— Transit  of  Passengers,  etc., 
between    Kingstown    and   Great 
.    Southern  and  Western  System — 
Delays  in,  Apr.  28,  1455. 

Tunis  and  Madagascar,  Value  of  British 
Trade  with— Statistics  for  1896,  1903, 
&c.,  April  14,  200. 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.,  Apr.  15, 
321,326. 

Working  Classes,  Income  of— Average 
Annual  £amings,  Apr.  21,  839. 

Balfour  o^nrleigh,  Lord 

Colonial  Legislatures,  circulating  debates 
of— Precedent,  &c.,  Apr.  21,  832. 

Hutchesons'  Hospital  and  Hutchesons* 
Educational  Trust  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  91, 
806,  808,  809. 

Ballina 

Boot  Manufacturing  Co.,  Winding  up  of — 
Loan  from  Agricultural  Department. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Mitchell ;  ^.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Apr.  28,  1450. 

Ballinaorofls 

Robinson,   Mr.,  Farm    of— Sale  through 
Estates  Commissioners  in  favour  of 
evicted  tenants,  offer  of,  alleged. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    FarreJl;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  I4,  189. 

Ballinasloe  Lunatic  Asylum 

Charge  acainst  Attendant  Kenny,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.   Sloan;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
AprU  21,  850-851. 

Medical  Superintendent,  Junior  Assistant 
appointed  to  post  of.  Reason,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
^/>r.  ^i,  851-852. 

25 


Ballinrana  Creamery 

Income  Tax  Appeal  from,  fixing  Date  for 
hearing. 
Q.  Mr.  Lundon  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berUin,  Apr.  20,  688-689. 

BaUot  Act 

Amendment  suggested. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  ArPease ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Apr.  20,  674. 

Ballyboy 

Evicted    Farm   at,    using,    as    Artillery 
Parade  Ground. 
Q.  Mr.  Cullinan ;   A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  18,  394. 

Banbury,  Sir  F.  0.  [Camberwell,  Peckham] 
Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill, 
C<m.  Apr.  14,  265. 

Dogs,   Exemption   of,    from    Vivisection 
experiments  proposed,  Apr.  IS,  180. 

Bankruptcy 

Belfast  Court — Adding  Armagh  to— Order, 
Apr  19,  484. 

Proceedings  under  Act  —  Account  pre- 
sented, Apr.  25, 1016,  1023. 

Banks 

Agricultural  in  India. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;   ^.   Mr.  Brodrick,  Apr. 
28,  1432-1433. 

Joint   Stock  —  Estimate    of   Unclaimed 
Dividends  and  Balances. 
Q.    Sir    J.    Leng  ;    -4.     Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr.  27, 1288. 

Bantry 

Harbour,  Dredging  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly;   A.  Mr.    Wyndham, 
Apr.  19,  533-534. 

Barnard  Castle  Oas  Bill 

I.  SlL*  Apr.  ^i,  798.1 
c.  lR.*-4;i>r.  f^,  95L 

Bamet  District  Oas  and  Water  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  22,  950. 

Barracks 

see  under  Army. 

Barran,  Mr.  B.  H.  [Leeds,  N.] 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  27,  1335. 

Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  Bill 

I.  3E.*  Apr,  19,  477. 
c.  IE.*  Apr.  21,  SM. 

Barry  Bailway  (Extension  of  Time,  etc.) 
BilL 
e.  2R.*  Apr.  12, 1. 
Rep.*  Apr.  22,  950. 
Con.*  Apr.  27,  1285. 
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Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance 
Company  BiJl,  2R,,  April  e6,  1258, 
1259,  1260,  1262. 

Local  Authorities,  indebtedness  of,  Apr. 
19,  630. 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  15, 
318. 

Woolwich  Rotunda  Guns,  Protection  of, 
Apr.  18,  372. 

Barton-on-Humber 

School     Accommodation,    provisions     of. 
Decision  of  the  Board. 
Q.    Mr.  E.   Griffith;    A.    Sir   W. 
An&on,  Apr.  15,  298. 

Bath,  Marquess  of 

Manuscripts — Report  of  Historical  Manu- 
scripts Commission  presented,  Apr.  S5, 
1017,  1023. 

Battleships 

see  under  Navy. 

Bayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 
Army    Rifles  —  Relative  cost  of  manu- 
facture by  the  Government  and  by  the 
Trade,  Apr.  14,  240. 

Licensing  Bill— "Persons  interested  in" 
Licensed  Premises — Scope  of  Term 
Apr.  27,  1301. 

Pemba— Civil  Rights  of  Slaves,  Apr.  12,  8. 

Beach,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  M  H.  [Bristol,  W.] 

Budget— Deficit  on  Budget  for  1903-4, 
Apr.  19,  583. 

Com  Duty,  repeal  of— Effect  of,  on  the 
Revenue,  Apr.  19,  585. 

('ustoms  and  Excise,  Revenue  from  — 
Shortage  in,  for  1903-4,  Apr.  19,  584. 

Expenditure  of  the  Country,  Increase  in, 
Apr.  19,  591. 

Income  Tax,  additional  Id.  in  the  pound 
on— Budget  proposal,  Ap7\  19,  590, 
591. 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on — Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  19,  587,  588. 

Tobacco,  Duties  on — Budget  proposals, 
Apr.  19,  587. 

Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,  Realisation 
of— Budget  proposal,  Apr.  19,  586. 

Weichts  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  15, 


Beauchamp,  Earl 

New  Zealand— Trade—Preferential  Tariff 
for  British  Goods,   Sanction    of 
Legislature,  etc.,  Apr.  ^1,  830. 

Beer 

Duty  on,  Revenue  derived  from.  Decrease 
m. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.   19, 
5t7,  548;  Mr.  Ritchie,  870. 

•2(i 


Belfast 

Bankruptcy  Court — Addition  of,  Armagh 

Order,  Apr.  19,  484. 
Queen's  College— Deputy-President,  Name, 
Salary,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Hayden;   A.    Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  19,  532-533. 

Troops  in— Alleged  Monopoly  for  Supply 
of  Stores. 
0.     Mr.    Sloan;    A.    Mr.   Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  25,  1038-1039. 

Belgimn 

Canals  and  Navigable  Waterways— Report 
Presented,  Apr.  19,  480. 

Bell,  Mr.  R.  IDerby] 

Railways— Automatic  Couplings,  proposed 

Adoption  of,  Apr.  21,  845-846. 
Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 

2R.,  ^jw.  5^,  990, 1004. 

Belleek 

Loan  Fund  Society,  Financial  Position  of 
etc. 
Q,  Mr.  MacVeagh ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  18,  23. 

Belper,  Lord 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill,  2R.,  Apr.  t8, 
1413. 


Berehayen  Harbour 

Dredging  of, 
Q.   Mr.  Gilhool; 


A.   :Mr.  Wyndh  a 


Apr.  19,  533h534. 

Fund,  Admiralty,  Contributions  to. 
Q.  Major  Jameson  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  20,  673-674. 

Bewley,  Mr.  Justice  * 

Land  Judge's  Court,  Irehind — Criticism  of 
Procedure. 
0.  Mr.  T.  W.  BusseU,  Apr.  IS,  168. 

Bezhill  Water  and  Oas  Bill 
/.  2r.»  Apr.  798. 

Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M.  [Bethnal  Green, 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineering  College — Closing, 

East  London,  South  Africa,  Order  to 
British  Indian  Tradesmen  to  Vacate, 
Apr.  20,  680 ;  Apr.  27,  1293;  Apr.  28, 
1437. 

Tea,  Additional  Duty  on— Effect  on  In- 
dustry in  India  and  Ceylon,  etc,  Apr. 
19,  616-619. 

Bills  of  Exchange  Act  1882  Amendment 
Bill 

l.  in.*  Apr.  26,  1167. 

Birds 

Protection  of — Green  plovers,  sale  during 
close  season. 
Q.    Mr.   Scott   Montagu;  A     Mr. 
A.  A.  Douglas,  Apr.  15,  299. 
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Birkdale  LnproYement  Bill 

c.  3R.*  Apr.  i^,  I. 
/.  IR.*  Apr.  19,  477. 
2b*  Apr.  28,  1406. 

Birmingham 

Small  Arms  Company,   Amonnt  paid  by 
Government  to,  for  use  of  Rifle  Rauffe. 
Q.  Mr.   Whitley ;  A.   Mr.   Amold- 
Forster,  Afyr.  18,  366. 

Birmingham  and  Sonthwark  Bishoprics 

Second  Reading,  Date  of. 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Ferj^QSson,  Mr.  C.  Mc Arthur  ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Apr.  81,  844, 
855. 

Births 

Scotland — Annual  Report  presented,  Apr. 
if,  6  ;  Apr.  19,  481. 

Bishopric  of  Bristol  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr.  19,  538. 

Bishop's  Stortford  and  District  Gas  Bill 

l.  2r.*  Apr.  SS,  1406. 
Black,  Mr.  A.  W.  [Banffshire] 

Army  Reform— Proposals  of  War  Office 
Reconstitution  Committee,  &c.,  Apr. 
U,210,  211. 

Fiscal  Policy  of  the  Government  at  ensuing 
General  Election,  Apr.  I4,  211. 

National  Borrowings,  April,  1899-1904, 
statistics  as  to,  Apr.  20,  682. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  Absence  of  M.Ps.  from  Commis- 
sion of  Inquiry,  Apr.  18,  380-381. 

Scotland,  Equivalent  Grants  for,  Apr.  S5, 
1030. 

Taxation — Proportion  as  between  direct 
and  indirect,  A2)r.  S7,  1326-7. 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on — Budget 
proposal,  Api'.  27,  1326. 

Blans 

Hurling  Match  at 

Cost  of  Extra  Police  on  Duty  for,  etc. 
Q$.    Mr.    C.    Craig,    Mr.    T.     W. 
Russell ;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
Apr.  20,  687-688. 

Prohibition  of,  on  Sunday — ^Payment 
of  extra  Police. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Craig  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  21,  862-864. 

Blessington, 

Steam  Tramway  to  Dublin —Compensation 
for  Accidents — Names  of  Claimants, 
etc. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    O'Connor;      A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  361-362. 

Board  of  Agriculture, 

«ee  Aj?riculture,  Board  of. 

Board  of  Education, 

att  Education,  Board  of. 
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Board  of  Trade, 

«e«  Trade,  Board  of. 

Boilers, 

8ce  under  Navy. 

Boland,  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  S.]J 

Academy  of  Music,  Royal  Irish— Lack  of 

Accommodation,  Apr.  18,  388. 
Cahirciveen  River  Estuary  Buoys,  Author 

ity  having  Power  to  Erect,  Apr.  20„ 

686 
Dublin    College   of   Science— Name   and 

qualifications  of  Architect,  Apr.  14, 

202. 
Education,  Ireland— Primary— Antiquated 

and  inadeciuate  system,  Apr.  18,  464. 

Mahoniy  Estate, 

Negotiations  for  Sale  of,  etc.,  Apt\  28, 

1433. 
Reinstatement  of  Florence  Doherty, 
Apr.  12,  21. 

Public  Libraries  Act, 

Agricultural    Instruction — Assistance 
to  Rural  District  Councils  undei 
the  Act,  Apr.  12,  21. 
Rural    District    Councils    '^^Adopting, 
number  of,  Apr.  12,  22. 
Training    Colleges,     Irish— Approval    of 
Commissioners  to  Settlement  of  1890> 
etc.,  Apr.  18,  382. 
Bonamargy  Ruins, 

Custody  of 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;    A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Api^ 
21,  8n0. 

Bond,  Mr.  E.  [Nottingham,  E.] 

Education -Underfed  Children— Provision 
of  Meals  by  Local  Education  Author- 
ity, proposed,  Apr.  20,  791,  796. 
Local  Authorities,  Loans  to — Advances  by 
Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners,^ 
Apr.  21,  935. 
Borrisokane,  Tipperary. 

Workhouse,  allowing  use  of,  for  Tech- 
nical Classes. 
Q.     Mr.  P.   J.   O'Brien ;     A.  Mr. 
Apr.  18,  392-393. 

Boscawen,  Capt  U.  S  T.  0.  [Kent,  Tun- 
bridge.] 
Tierney,  Dr.,  Case  of.    Adjudicating   at 
Clones  Petty  Sessions,  Apr.\lS,  78. 

Bousfleld,  Mr.  W,  E.  [Hackney,  N.] 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2R.,  Apr.  15 y 
302,  320,  325. 

Bowles,  Col  H.  E.  [Middlesex,  Enfield] 
Army — Rifle  Manufacture. 
Place  of,  Api\  U,  233. 
Revision  of  Contract  for,  Apr.  19,  523^ 
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Act — Reprintiiig  in  full  every  year, 
proposed,  Apr,  IS,  141. 

Cavalry  Horses,  weight  carried  by, 
Redaction  in,  Apr,  14)  251. 

Army  [AnnupJJ  Bill,  2R.,  Apr,  IS,  140. 

Asia,  British  and  Russian  spheres  of 
influence  in,  amicable  definition  of, 
proposed,  Apr,  id,  118. 

Budget— Deficit  on  Budget  of  1903-4, 
Causes  of,  and  method  of  meeting, 
Apr,  ei,  880-882* 

Cape  Colony,  British  Indian  Traders  in — 
Expulsion  from  East  London,  Apr,  S7, 
1294. 

Consular  Reports,  Scope  of — Report  on 
Florence  Art  Works,  Apr,  19,  621. 

Cunard  Agreement  (Monev)  Committee, 
Date  ot  taking,  Apr,  28, 1456. 

Debates,  Questions  relating  to— Rule  as 
to  placing  on  the  paper,  Apr.  £6,  1243. 

Financial  position  of  the  country,  Apr.  tl, 
885,886. 

France — Arbitration  treaty  with  Great 
Britain— Discussion  in  the  House, 
opportunity  for,  Apr,  14,  208. 

Morocco,  Continental  Agreements 
respecting,  &c.,  Apr.  14,  209; 
Apr,  SO,  692-693. 

Newfoundland  Indemnity,  payment 
of,  Apr.  14^  210. 

Text  of,  Date  of  Publication  of,  Apr, 
If,  26. 

Variations  in  French  and  English 
Texts— Binding  Version,  Apr, 
18,  376. 

<;rants-in-aid,   system  of,  Apr.  S8,  1604, 
1506. 

House  of  Commons. 

Divisions,  Alteration  in  method  of 
taking,  proposed,  Apr.  28,  1484. 

Smoking-room  accommodation,  Inade- 
quacy of,  Apr.  28,  1485. 

Ventilation  and  saoitation  of,  Am\  28, 
1485. 

Income  tax. 

Additional  Id.  in  the  pound  on.  Budget 

proposal,  A]9r.  21,  883. 
Grad  nation 

1255. 

Japanese    System    of    Land    Transport, 
acquiring  Information  as  to,  Apr,  28, 

National  Debt 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  amend- 
ment of  law  relating  to,  Apr.  S6, 
1239,1241.  ©      '     z' 

Permanent  Debt  Charge,  Allocation  of, 
Apr.  21,  838. 


of,    proposed,    Apr,    26, 
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Kavy. 

Armoured  Cruisers,  Under-ganniog  of, 

Apr,  12,  27. 
"  Centurion  "—Defective  Gun  Sights. 

repairinfc  at  Hong  Kong,  pn^oMd, 

Apr,  12,  41. 
Gun  Sights— Complicated  nature  of 

Geiuing,  Apr.  12,  41. 

Guns— Provision  of  7*5  and  9*2  guns, 
Apr,  12, 40. 

Submarines. 

Al,  Salvage  Operations— reaioiu 
for  employmg  Swedish  Com- 
pany, Apr,  15,  297. 

Construction  of,  expenditure  on, 
and  lack  of  information  as  to, 
Apr,  12,  60. 

Osborne  House  Convaleeoent  Home— 
Accommodation  provided,  &c,  Apr. 
IS,  77. 

Public  Accounts  Committee  Report— Fa- 
cilities for  consideration  of,  and  for 
Discussion,  Apr.  19, 538  ;  Apr,  21, 887. 

Revenue  and  Eicpenditure,  Estimates  Com- 
mittee to  Examine  and  Report  on— 
Appointment  of,  Apr,  21,  887. 

Suez  Canal  Convention  —  Suspension  of 
Paragraphs  under  Terms  of  Anglo- 
French  Arbitration  Treaty,  Apr,  U, 
196,  197. 

Sugar— Brussels  Convention,  Adherence  of 
Crown  Colonies  to,  Apr,  18,  375-^6. 

Tea  Additional  2d,  per  pound  on — ^Budget 
proposals,  Apr,  27,  1350. 

Tibet  Expedition,  Causes  and  Objectiof 
Apr.  IS,  117-122. 

Tobacco,  Duties  on. 

Drawback,  Rates  of,  Apr,  26^  1216. 

Increase  in — Budget  proposals,  Apr. 
21,SSi, 

War  Office  Reconstitntion  Committee- 
Financial  System,  Changes  Recom- 
mended—Opportunity for  DiscnssiDg 
in  the  House,  Apr.  14,  192. 

Bradford 

Nidd  Valley  Light  Railway,  Order  Pre 
sented,  Apr,  19,  519. 

Brand,  Mr.  A.  Q.  [Cambridge,  Wisbech] 
^HcPetty  Sessions  Clerks — Reflations  as  Vt 
BdbA     Taking  Part  in  Political  Contests,  etc  . 
^^iHEtApr,  20,  ^Z. 

Brandy 

Adulteration  of,   in   Grovemment  W&rr- 
houses. 
Q,    Mr.   MacVeagh;    A,    Mr.   V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  25,  1048-104f>. 

Bristol  Channel 

Harbour  of  Refuge  in,  Necessity  for. 
08.  Mr.  Duke.  Apr.  28,  1509,  1610 ;  Mr. 
Spear,  1515. 
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British  Ouiana 

Indian  Coolie  Immigration  Ordinance, 
Date  of  Publication. 

Q.     Sir     H.    Fowler;       A.   .Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr,  18,  374. 

Ordinance  Presented,  Apr.  19,  479. 
British  Museum 

Number  of  Persons  Admitted  in  each 
Year,  from  1898  to  1904— Return  Pre- 
sented, Apr  15,  295. 

Brizham  Oas  Bill 

r.  3r.*  Apr.  12,  1. 
/.  IE.*  Apr.  19,  477. 
2fL*  Apr.  f 5,  1406. 

Broadhurst,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

Licensing  Bill,  Introduced,  Apr.  SO,  722. 

Local  Authorities,  Loans  to  —  Aid  from 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners, 
Apr.  ei,  878,  879. 

Taxation,  Remission  of  —  Proportion  be- 
tween the  direct  and  indirect  taxpayer, 
Apr.  21,  mi. 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on — Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  21,  880. 

Tobacco,  new  taxation  on — Budget  pro- 
posals, Apr.  21,  879. 

Values,    Taxation  on,  instead   of  on 
weight,  proposed,  Apr.  26,  1229. 

Brodriok,  Rt  Hon.  8t  John  Jf.—Seereiary  of 
State  for  India  [Surrey,  Guildford] 

Agricultural  Banks,  Number  of,  Apr.  28, 
1433. 

Arabia  —  Seizure  of  smuggled  arms  at 
Makalla,  ^/>r.  ;f7,  1296. 

Bombay — Scinde  Railway  Connection^  Ob- 
jections of  the  Rao  of  Cutch  to,  Apr.  25, 
1036. 

Burma  Police  Force,  Grievances  of.  Taking 
steps  to  remedy,  Apr.  25,  1037. 

Coinage —Rupees  coined  each  year  1893- 
1904— Government  Profits,  etc,  Apr. 
21,  840-841. 

Coolie  Labour,  Importation  into  British 
Colonies— Civil  Rights,  etc.,  insisted 
on  by  Indian  Government,  ^jpr.  25, 1046. 

Coopers  Hill  Ensrineering  College— Closing, 
Apr.  sn,  1296. 

Cotton,  Consumption,  Growth  and  export 
of,  Apr.  19,  522. 

Curzon,  Lord,  Administrative  policy  of, 
Apr.  IS,  95,  96,  97. 

Excise  Legislation— Instructions  to  pro- 
vincial Administrations — Bengal  Ex- 
cise Bill,  Apr.  20,  680. 

fiiquors  and  Drugs— Amount  of  Revenue 
from,  1901-1903,  Apr.  15,  299. 

Persian  Gulf — Smugglii^  of  Ammunition  in 

the.  Making  Inquiries  as  to,  Apr.  19, 

530. 
Plague— Number  of  deaths  in  Bombay  and 

Bengal  from  27th  Feb.  to  19th  Mar. 

Apr.  iJ,  78. 
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SESSION  1904.  [Bri— Hue 

Apr.  12— Apr.  28. 

Brodriok,  Et.  Hon.  8t  John  T.-^cotU. 


Police  Commission  Report. 

Date  of  Tabb'ng,  Apr.  20,  681. 
Delay  in  Publishing,  Apr.  21,  841-842. 
Orders,  Date  of  issue,  Apr,  14,  188. 

South  African  Garrison — Indian  Contribu- 
tions towards  expenditure,  tabling 
Dissents  from,  Apr.  25,  1036. 

Telegraphic  Rates  to  India,  Reduction  of, 
Apr.  18,  375. 

Tibet  Expedition. 

Expenses  of,  defraying,  out  of  Revenues 
of  India  sanction  for,  and  object 
of  the  expedition,  Apr.  IS,  85-98. 

Government  Policy,  Apr.  18,  374. 

Motion  for  discussion  of.  Terms  of, 
Apr.  12,  26,  72. 

Progress  of.  Casualties  sustained,  etc., 
Apr.  25, 1045. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Prosecution  of— Expenditure, 
Authority  responsible,  etc,  Apr.  14, 
188;  Apr.  26,  1194. 

Wheat  and  Flour  exported  in  1902^  et3.^ 
Apr.  14, 187. 

Bronner,  Sir  J.  T.  [Cheshire,  Northwich] 
Harbours  of  Refuge,  Necessity  for  provision 
of,  Apr.  28,  1525. 

Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.] 
Aliens  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  25, 1137. 

Macedonia,  Gendarmerie  Reorganisation— 
European  Commissioned  Officers,  Num- 
bers, JDistribution,  etc.,  Apr.  25,  1047. 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  E.  [Perthshire,  K] 

Manufactures,  Soottish  Board  of,  carrying 
out  Recommendations  of,  Apr,  f6', 
1183. 

National  Debt. 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  Amend- 
ment of  law  relating  to,  Apr.  26, 
1242. 

Funded  and  Unfunded  Debts,  Amount 
of,  1904,  eta,  Apr.  25, 1032. 

Permanent  Debt  Charge,  Resolution 
as  to,  Apr.  26,  1198. 

Taxation  —  Reasons  for  continuing  War 
taxes,  Apr.  26, 1225. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on  -Badget 
proposal,  Apr.  27,  1330-34. 

Tobacco— Rates  of  Drawback,  Proposed 
changes  in,  Apr.  28,  1432. 

Transvaal. 

Rand  Mines,  Output  for  March- 
Amount  of  Native  Labour  Feb- 
ruary and  March,  Apr.  26,  1193. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure,  Statistics 
concerning,  Apr.  25,  1039. 
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Budget 

Debates  on  ReB(»lution8  {for  (UtaiU^  see 
tiiies  Tea,  Income  Tax,  Tobacco 
National  Debt,  etc.,]  Apr.  19,  568; 
Apr.  SI,  856  ;  Apr.  26, 1213. 

Deficir.  in  Estimates  for  1903-4,  Causes  of, 
and  method  of  meeting. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Cbamberlain,  Apr,  19^ 
545,  546,  549,  559,  633,  634; 
Mr.  Ritchie,  573-678 ;  Sir  M. 
H.  Beach,  583  ;  Sir  W.  Holland, 
630 ;  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  Apr.  SI, 
857 ;  Sir  J.  Gorst,  863 ;  Mr. 
Ritchie,  870;'  Mr.  G.  Bowles, 
880  ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  898  ; 
Mr.  J.  Walton,  911  ;  Mr.  B. 
Roberts,  922;  Mr.  Whitley, 
«36. 

Q.  Mr.  McCrae ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Apr.  SI,  836-838. 

Economy,  Absence  of  mention  of. 
O^.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  Apr,  SI,  862,  863  ; 
Sir  J.  Goist,  863  ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  865, 
866  ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  895 ; 
Mr.  S.  Samuel,  919 ;  Mr.  H.  Hob- 
house,  920. 

Estimates  for  1899-1900,  and  1903-4,  Com- 
parison between. 
Os.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Apr.  SI,  869. 

Final  Balance  Sheet,  Apr,  19,  567. 

(General  Policy  of,  AfiFordiug  opportunity 
for  discussion  of. 
Os.    Sir  H.   Campbell -Bannerman^ 

Apr.  W,  569  ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  577  ; 

Sir  H.  bowler,  597  ;    Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour,  597  ;    Mr.  S.  Buxton, 

Apr.  SI,  856. 

Income  Tax,  Additional  Id.  in  the  pound 
on,  Apr.  19,  560  ;  Apr.  SI,  856 ;  Aj)r. 
26,  1244,  1262  [for  details  of  debate 
see  Income  Tax.] 
Report  stage  of  Resolutions — ^Date  of 
taking. 

0.    Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  Apr,  i'5, 
1164. 
i^tatement  [Mr.  A.  Chamberlain]  Apr.  19, 
543-567. 
Copy  Presented,  Apr,  16,  518. 

Tea  Duty,  additional  2d.  in  the  pound, 
Apr.  19,  566,  568  ;  Apr.  S6, 1263,  ^jor. 
S7^  1309  I  for  details  of  debate,  see 
Tea.] 

Tobacco. 

Cigars  and  Cigarettes,  foreign— Duty 
on,  Aiw.  19,  564,  655  ;  Apr.  v%, 
1263  [for  details,  see  Tobacco.] 

Stripped  tobacco,  duty  on,  Apr.  19, 
563-4,  655;  Apr.  26,  1263  [for 
details,  see  Tobacco.] 

Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,  realisation 
of. 
Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
552-3,  634  ;  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
586;  Mr.  McCrae,  623;  Mr. 
McKenna,  628 ;  Mr.  Bowles, 
Apr.  21,  881  ;  Mr.  J.  Walton, 
911. 


INDEX. 

Apr,  12— 4pr.  28. 

Budget — con<. 


[VJ.  133. 


Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,  Realisation 
of—  cont. 

Amount  remaining  after  deduction. 
Methods  adopted  to  trace  stock- 
holders, kc. 

Q,    Sir  J.    Leng;  A.  Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr,  27^  1288. 

Bull,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Hammersmith] 

Motor  Cars  in  H^de  Park,  Roads  ^• 
hibited  to.  Placing  conspicuous  Notices 
io,  Apr.  25,  1052. 


Burdett-Coutts,  Mr.  W. 

minster] 


L.  A.  B.  [West 


Army — Ambulance  Wagons,  steps  taken 
to  improve,  Apr.  14,  252,  275. 

Burke,  Mr.  E.  H.  [King's  Co.,  Tullareore] 

King's  County,  Landlords'  Proceedings 
for  Recovery  of  Rent  in,  Apr,  Jo, 
1038. 

Burma 

Police  Force,  Grievances  of,  taking  Steps 
t^  remedy. 
Q.  Sir  S.  King  ;  A,  Mr.  Brodrfck, 
Apr.  25,  1036-10.37. 


Bums,  Mr.  J.  [Battersea] 
Aliens  Bill,  2r.  Apr,  25, 


1149. 


House    of   Commons — Divisions— H^^la- 
tions  as  to  withdrawal  of  Strangers*, 
•     Apr.  28,  1489.  1490. 

Business  of  the  House 

Budget  Resolutions,  Report  stage — ^Datc 
of  taking. 

0.  Sir  A.   AclandHood,  Apr,  S^. 
1164. 

Course  of. 

Balfour,  Mr.  A.  J.,  replies  by,  to 
Questions  and  criticisms,  Apr.  1^, 
26  ;  Apr.  IS,  84 ;  Apr.  21,  855 ; 
Apr,  25,  1061,  1062;  Apr,  26, 
1198;  Apr.  27,  1309;  Apr,  JS, 
1455,  1456. 

Oh,  Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  Apr,  12,  71, 
72;  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Sir.  C. 
Dilke,  72. 

Qs.  Sir  H.  CompbellBannemian,  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  Sir  W.  Harcourt : 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Apr.  jr-, 
693-695. 

Proceedings  in  Committee  of  Ways  aiid 
Means — Suspension  of  Twelve  o'clock 
rule. 

Mction  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour]  Apr,  1^* 

540  ;  Apr.  SI,  856. 
^.v.   Sir  H.     CampbelMSannermaii, 

Mr.    A.    J.    Balfour,    Sir    W. 

Harcourt,  Apr.  2i),  694. 

Standing  Order  No.  xxi.  Suspension  of, 
Ai^r.  19,  485. 
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Apr.  l2^Apr.  28. 


[But— Can 


Butson  Estate,  Galway 

Abbey  lands,  Purchase  of.  Agreement  as  to, 
Q.  Mr.  Koohe ;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson,  Apr. 
£8,  1451-1452. 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.  C.  [Tower  Hamlets,  PoplarJ 

Aliens  Bill,  2b.  Apr,  25,  1124. 

Budget. 

Deficit  on  Budget  of  19a3-4,  Methods 
of  meeting,  Apr.  SI,  857,  858. 

General  policy  of — Opportunity  for 
discussion  Apr,  SI,  856. 

Income  Tax,  Additional  Id.  in  the 
pound  on,  proposed,  Apr.  St,  859, 
860. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on,  Apr. 
SI,  859,  860. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Apr.  S8^ 
1455. 

National  Debt,Reduction  of,  Apr,  SI,  861. 

Oran/i^e  River  Colony,  Native  Labour  in, 
Statistics  as  to  uriemployed,  Apr,  19, 
527. 

Taxation,  Remission  of — Proportion  be- 
tween direct  and  indirect  taxpayer, 
Apr,  SI,  860. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  Apr,  26,  1280. 

Transvaal. 

rhinese    Labour,    Importation   of  — 

•  Health  of  Labourers,  Repatriation 

after  Breakdown  of,  Apr,  19,  5*17, 

Native  Labour  in — StatL«ttics  as  to 
unemployed,  Apr,  19,  527. 

Cahireiyeen  Biyer 

Estuary  Buoys,  Authority  having  Power 
to  erect, 
Q,  Mr.  Boland ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  SO,  686. 

Calais 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr,  S8,  1407. 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.  [Lanarkshire,  Mid] 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  Com.  Apr,  18,  474, 
475,  476. 

Taxation,  Local  (Scotland)  —  Amount 
available  for  distribution  to  31st 
March,  1903,  Apr,  U,  185. 

Vaccinator.^,  Public,  Members  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  appointed  as,  Apr,  SO,  674. 

Cambrian  Bailways  Bill 

c,  2r.*  Apr.  19,  516. 

Campbell,  Mr.  John  [Armagh,  S.] 

House  of  Commons — Ladies*  Gallery,  In- 
adequate accommodation  in,  etc.,  Apr, 
SS,  1467. 

Roman  Catholics,  Publications  reflecting 
on,  display  of,  in  Post  Office  windows 
-^^Interpolation  of  **  Roman  "  in  Ques- 
tion, i^r..,  Ajv\  37,  1297. 

:n 


Campbell-Baonerman,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  H. 

[Stirling  Burghs] 

Arbitration  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  France— Opportunity  for  Discus- 
sion in  the  House,  Apr  U,  208,  209. 

Budget,  General  Policy  of,  affording 
opportunity  for  Discussion  of,  Apr,  19, 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Apr.  1^, 
25,  26  ;  Apr,  SO,  693-694 ;  Apr.  SI, 
855;  Apr.  €5,  1061  ;  Apr.  S6,  1198  : 
Apr.  S7,  1309. 

Expenditure  of  the  Country,  Increase  in, 
Apr.  19,  570-571. 

Licensing  Bill,  Intro,  Apr,  SO,  727,  733. 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  Apr,  S7,  1330. 

Tibet  Expedition,  objects  and  progress  of 
—Policy  of  His  Majesty's  Governmenf , 
Apr.  IS,  99-105. 

Transvaal  — Chinese  Labour  Ordinance. 
Boer  Opposition  to,  Apr.  I4,  194. 

War  Office— Re-constitution  Committee- 
Recommendations  of — Allowing  Op- 
portunity for  Discussion,  Apr.  SO, 
1197. 

Compcrdown,  Earl  of      ^ 

Hutchesons'  Hospital  and  Hutchesons 
Educational  Trust  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  :JJ. 
803,  808,  810. 

Canada 

Army  Act,  Copies  of— Additional  Copies, 
&c. 

Q.   Sir  C.  Dilke;   A,   Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  SS,  958. 

Cattle  from,  Reason  lor  Nonimportation 
of. 
Q.    Sir    J.    Leng;     A.     Mr.    A. 
Feliowes,  Apr,  18,  380. 

Emigration  to,  Increase  to 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  S5,  1066. 

Steel  and  Iron  Bounties,  amount  of,  ere. 
Q.     Mr.   S.    Ormsby-Gore  ;     A.      Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  14,  195. 

Canterbury,  Lord  Archbishop  of 

Sunday  Closing  [Shops]  Bill,  2r,  Apr.  JS, 
1410. 

Cape  Colony,  Cape  Town— Danysz's  Virus 
for  Rat  Destruction,  Experiments 
with, 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  ^.  Mr.  Lyttelton 
Apr.  SO,  678. 

East  London,  Order  to  British  Indian 
Trade^nien  to  vacate, 

Q.i.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree  ;  As,  Mr. 
Lyttehon,  Apr.  ^0,  680.  Anr. 
J7,  1293;  Apr.  J8,  1*37; 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowfps,  Capt.  Norton  : 
.4.9.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Apr,  .7, 
1294. 
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Cardigan  Bay, 

Harbours  of  Refuge,   Provision   of,   pro- 

^^*^0.    Mr.  Humphreys-Owen,  A^pr.  28y 
1529. 

Carmarthen 

County  Council,  Refusal  by,  to  administer 
Education  Act  of  1902. 

Expenses  incurred  by  Managers  to  be 

repaid  by  the  Board  and  deducted 

from  the  grant. 

Os,  Sir    W.  Anson,    Apr.   S6, 

1205;   Mr.    Lloyd-George, 

1207. 

Inouiry  into — Report 
^  Presented  Apr,  £1, 810,  836. 
Tabling 
0.  Col.  Lockwood  ;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  21,  836. 
Castletown  Harbour,  Dredging  of, 
O.    Mr.  Gilhooly  ;    ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  19,  533-534. 
Postal  Service,  Improvement  of , 
O.    Mr.    Gilhooly  ;   A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  19,  537. 


Cattlei 

Argentine,  Prohibition  of  Importation  of 
Live  Cattle  from, 
Qs     Mr.   Schwann,    Mr.  Kilbnde  ; 
A^.   Mr.  A.  Fellowes,  Apr.  14, 
199. 
Canadian,  Reason  for  non-importation  of, 
O.    Sir  J.  Leng  ;   A.   Mr.  A.  Fellowes, 
Apr.  18, 380. 

Caurton,  Mr.  E.  K  [Southwark,  W.] 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  BiU, 
con.  Apr  14, 259  ;  3e.  Apr,  28,  1606 

Cavendish  Mr.  V,  C.  W.-^i^nooZ  Secre- 

^  tary  to  tht  Treasury  [Derbyshire,  W.] 

Civil  Service  Clerks 

Assistant  —  Abstractor  Class  —  Age 
limit  for  Appointments,  Apr.  18, 
355. 
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Apr.  VI— Apr.  28. 

Clerks— «<>»<• 

Ireland-— coH^. 

Crown  and  Quit  Rents,  total  Amount 
of— Provision  of  Forestry  Depsrt- 
ment  from,  Apr,  18, 387. 

Deeds,  Kesistration  of,  System,  Datiei 
payable  etc.,  Apr,  18,  882. 

Dublin 

Inland  Revenue  and  Customs 
Receipts,  AmounU  1902-3- 
Forwarding  Money  to  London, 
etc,  Apr.  f5,  lOW. 

Science  College 

Architect,  name  and  Qj^ifi- 
cation  of, -4pr.  i^  202. 

New    Building,     Emplmring 
Irish  Materialsand  Work- 
men, etc.,  Apr.  28 1 1452- 
1453. 
Government  Buildings  in,  exdnsioD  o( 
Irish  Firms  from  tenders,  allegtd, 
Apr.  26,  1188. 
Public  Offices,  stationery  supplied  to 
—Amount  Paid,    names  of  con- 
tractors, etc,  Apr.  27, 1287. 

Osborne  House  Convalescent  Home- 
Home — Aooommodation  provided,  &c. 
Apr.  IS,  77. 


Clerks 


Promotion  of— Medical  Examinations, 
Alteration  of  Rules,  Apr.  14,  184 

Commission,  Qualifications  of  Exam- 
iners to,  etc.,  Apr.  28, 1426. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Officials 
Number,  Rank  and  Stations  of, 
Apr.  28,  1426. 

Watchers,  saving  to  revenue  by 
institution  of,  Apr.  22,95i. 

Inland  Revenue— Uleflal  demand  for  pay- 
ment  of  Claims,  Retention  of  money 
BO  paid,  &c.,  alleged,  Apr.  14,  197. 

Ireland 

Bank  of.  Preference  given  to,  in  Col' 

lection  of  Land  Tax    ^jmuities, 

Apr.  21,  847. 
Board  of  Works— Lodging  B«ceivable 

Orders  at  any  Bank,  Apr.  18, 385. 
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Savings  Banks  Deficiencies,  makiog  good 

out  of  Consolidated  Fund,  Apr.  H, 

198. 
South  African  War,  History  of — AitaDge- 

ments  for  compilation  and  time  to  be 

occupied,  Apr.  13, 11. 
Spirits,  Adulteration  of, 

Exeise  regulations  as  to  spirito  iasaed 
from  Dond  for  home  oonsmnpboo, 
Apr.  14,  196, 199. 

Government  Warehouses,  in,  Apr.  ih 
1049. 
Sweeney,  Daniel,  Pension  for,  Apr.  S7, 

1307. 
Tobacco,     Contraband— Distribcitaon    of 

Balance,  Apr.  19.  620. 

Cawley,  Mr.  P.  [Lanes.,  Prestwich] 

Cotton    Industry,  condition  of,  Apr.  S7, 
1401. 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  E.  H.  [Greenwich] 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Apr.  H 

84. 
House  of  Commons— Reading-rooms,  Pro- 
vision of,  Apr.  28,  1482, 

Cen«ufl 

India— Report  Presented,  Apr.  25,  Wi'' 
1023. 

"Centurion,"  H.1LS. 

Gun  Sights,  Defective  Condition  of. 

0.     Mr.    Harmsworth;     -4.    wr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  18,  358-369. 
Bepairinc  at  Hong  Konfc  propojeA. 
(5r  Mr,  G.  Bowles,  Mr. JPrety«»»° 
Apr.  12,  41. 
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Ceylon 

Edacation  in. 

EflUte  School*  —  Attitude  of  Estate 
Owners. 
Q.     Mr.   Schwann;     A.     Mr. 
Lyttelton,   Apr.  $8,  1436- 
1437. 

Mohammedan,    School    Children    in. 
Numbers,  etc. 
Q,     Mr.   Schwann;     A,     Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr,   26,  1193- 

Tea  Indust^— Effect  of  Additional  Tax  on. 
Ot,  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  Apr.  19,  616  ; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  636,  637 ;  Mr. 
Lough,  641 ;  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
64.V646 ;  Mr.  Lough,  Apr.  26, 1265- 
1266;  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  f7,  1312; 
Mr.  Coghill,  1318;  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
1337,  1338;  Mr.  T.  T*»ylor,  1344, 
1345. 

Chairman  of  Committees 
Rulings  by. 

Amendment  of  Law  relating  to  Na- 
tional Debt,  etc.— Subjects  allow- 
able for  Discnssion  on,  Resolution, 
Apr.  i6,  1240,  1242. 

Army  Estimates,  Discussion  of  matters 
not  contained  in,  Apr.  lA,  225, 
236,250,251. 

Budget  Resolutions. 

Discussion  of  Matters  foreign  to 
the  Subject  in  hand,  Apr.  21, 
876. 

Divisions. 

Chairman's  Deciiion  chal- 
lenged, Apr.  21,  938. 

New  Question  put — House  to 
be  cleared  and  bells  rung, 
Apr.  21,  938. 

General  Discussion  on  the  Budget 
Policy  to  be  permitted,  Apr, 

21,  857. 

Debates,  Questions  relating  to— Rule 
as  to  placing  on  the  Paper,  Apr. 
26,  1244.  ^  >     f 

Irrelevant  Observations,  Apr.  26, 1221. 

Motions  for  Reduction  dropped  on 
Report  of  Progress,  Apr  28,  1530. 

Strangers,  Withdrawal  of  — Amend- 
ment of  Standing  Order  90,  Apr. 
20,  1490. 

Victualling  Yards,  Rate  of  Wages  in 
—Motion  for  Reduction  of  Vote  8, 
Apr.  12,  49. 

Rulings  by,  as  Deputy  Speaker. 

India,  Viceroy  of— Criticisms  of  Policy 
except  as  Special  Motion,  Apr. 

Chamberlam  Bt.  Hon.  J.  Il— Chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  [Worcestershire,  E.] 

Borrowimjs,  Apr.  1899-1904,  Statistics  as 
to,  Apr.  20,  682.  I 
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Income  Tax,  Additional  Id.  in  the 
Pound  on,  Apr.  19,  560. 

Statement  on  Introduction  of,  Apr. 
19,  643-667. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  Pound  on, 
Apr.  19,  566.  636  ;  Apr.  21,  892; 
Apr.  26,  1276-1280. 

Tobacco. 

Cigars  and  Cigarettes,  Foreign 
Duty  on,  Apr.  19,  664,  662. 

Strq)ped  Leaf,  Duty  on,  Apr.  19, 
663-664. 

Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,    Rea- 
lisation of,  Apr.  652-3,  634. 

Amount  remaining  after  deduc- 
tion, Methods  adopted  to 
trace  Stockholders,  etc.,  Apr. 
27,  1288. 

Chilian  Battleships,  Purchase  of,  Increase 
in  Expenditure  due  to,  Apr.  19,  660. 

Coal,  Tax  on.  Revenue  derived  from,  Apr. 
Api\  12,  9. 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties— Local  Taxa- 
tion Account  —  Amount  Received 
Annually  since  1890,  Allocation  in 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  Apr. 
27,  1289. 

Death  Duty  paid  on  Licensed  Houses — 
Recovery  of  Duty  in  Cases  of  Refusal 
to  Renew  License,  Apr.  28,  1444. 

Exchequer  Balances. 

South  African  Loans  and  Payments, 
etc.,  Apr.  ;?e?,681,682. 

State  of,  and  Drafts  on,  during  1903-4, 
Apr.  19,  551. 

Expenditure. 

Estimated  for  1904-6,  Apr.  19,  666-7. 
Increase  in,  Apr.  19,  637,  638 ;  Apr. 
21,  895-8. 

Return  relative  to.  Granting,  Apr.  25, 
1058. 

Supplementary   Grants,    for    1903-4, 

Amount  of,  Apr.  19,  549,  650. 
Total  for  1903-4,  Apr.  19,  549,  650. 

Financial  position  of  the  country,  Apr.  21, 
93U. 

**  Futures,"  Gambling  in— Stamp  Duty 
proposed,  Apr.  26, 1179. 

Income  Tax. 

Additional  Id,  in  the  pound,  proposed. 
Apr.  19,560.  ^^ 

Ballinvana  Creamery,  Appeal  from, 
fixing  Date  for  hearing,  Apr.  20, 
689. 

Collection  of. 

Difficulty  of,  etc.  —  Referring 
question  to  Departmental 
Committee.  Apr.  19,  661  : 
Apr.  26,  1263. 

3  K  [cotU. 
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Apr.  la- 
Chamberlain,  Bt  Hon.  J.  k.-'owa. 

Income  Tax— <;on^. 

Collection  of— eont. 

Scotch  and  English  Methods, 
Assimilation  of,  etc,  Apr,  i8, 
1443-1444. 

United  Kingdom,  in— Granting 
Return  for  Jannary,  February 
and  March,  Apr.  18,  365. 

Financial  Reserve  in  time  of  war, 
Apr,  19,  660. 

Graduation  of— Referring  Question  to 
Ck>mmitlee,  etc.  A.pr,  SI,  931 ; 
Apr,  25,  1048 ;  Apr,  i6,  1263. 

Railway    Season    Tickets.   Allowing 
Cost  of,  to  be  deducted  in  Assess- 
ments, Apr,  26,  1189. 
Ireland. 

Bank  of. 

Government       Money      passing 

through.  Arrangements  as  to, 

Apr.  h,  1069. 
Preference  given  to,  in  Collection 

of  Land  Tax  Annuities,  Apr, 

20,  689. 
Provincial    Bank     of,     Government 
Money  passing  through.  Arrange- 
ments as  to,  Apr,  25,  1059. 

Quit  and  Crown  Rents,  Average 
Redemption  P.  ices  m  1901,  1902, 
and  1903,  Apr,  15,  1057. 

Joint  Stock  Banks — Unclaimed  Dividends 

and  Balances,  Estimate  of,  Apr,  27, 

1288. 
Liverpool  Customs,  App<)intment  of  Irish 

ex. Constable  to  position  in,  Apr,  25, 

1058. 
Local  Authorities,  Indebtedness  of,  growth 

of,  Apr.  19,  564. 

National  Debt. 

Comparison  of  indebtedness  during 
bust  five  years,  Apr,  19,  564. 

Funded  and  Unfunded  Debts, 
Amounts  of,  1904,  etc  Apr,  25, 
1032. 

Permanent  Debt  Charge 

Allocation  of,  Apr,  21,  838. 

Amount  devoted  to  paying  off, 
Apr.  26,  1243. 

Resolution  as  to,  Apr.  26,  1198. 

Reduction  in,  J/t.  19,  553-4 ;  Apr. 
21,  899  ;  Apr.  25,  1048. 

Sinking  Fund. 

Amount  of  Contribution  to,  Apr. 
26,  1243. 

Suspension  of,  Objections  to,  Apr* 
19,  559. 
National    Debt,    Customs    and     Inland 
Revenue,  Amendment  of  law  relating 
to,  Apr,  26,  1239,  1241. 

Population,  Granting  Return  relative  to, 
Apr.  25,  1058. 

Prosperity  of   the  Country,    decline   in, 
Apr.  19,  544,  545. 
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Apr.  28. 

Chamberlain,  Bt  Hon.  J.  A,—eotU. 

Revenue. 

Estimated,  for  1904-6,  Apr.  19,  657-^ 

Exchequer  Receipts  1903-4,  Shortage 
in,  Apr.  19,  645-549,  559,  ^ 
634  ;  Apr.  21,  837-8. 

Growth  of,  Apr.  21,  895-6. 

Return  relative  to,  Granting,  Apr.  to, 
1058. 

Savings   Banks,    Annuities,    terminable. 
Payment    of — Resolution,    Apr.    $7, 
1365. 

South  African  War— White  Paper  Na  155, 
of  1902,  Return  in  continuation  ci, 
Apr.  27,  1290. 

Stamp  Duty. 

Contracts,  future  Option  and  Warrant, 
Suggested  Imposition  on,  Apr.  2B, 
1179-1180. 

Evasions  of,  by  Railway  and  Shipping 
Companies,  Apr,  26,  1190. 

Taxation. 

Dox  Tax,  Proposed  Reduction  of,  in 
Scotland,  Apr,  28,  1432. 

Incidence  of,  Inquiry  into,  prc^KMed, 
Apr.  19,  638,  639. 

Remission  of— Proportion  as  between 
the  direct  and  indirect  taxpayer, 
Apr.  21,  892,  893  ;  Apr.  26,  122*. 

Sources  of  supply,  Apr.  21,  894. 

Yieldof  taxes  in*  1893-4, 1898-9, 1903-4, 
Apr,  22,  957  ;  Apr,  27,  1290. 

Tea. 

Duty. 

Additional  duty  of  2d.  per  pound, 
Apr,  19,  566,  636 ;  Apr.  SI, 
m, ;  Apr.  26,  1276-iaSo. 

Total  amount  paid  by  Ireland  up 
to  March  31,  1904,  etc,  Apr. 
26,  1189. 

Imports,  Quantity  and  Value  1902-3» 
etc,  Apr.  21,  836. 

Tobaooo. 

Anomalies  of  Duties,  Apr.  19,  502. 

Cigars  and  Cigarettes. 

Consumption  of,  in  1903-4,  Apr. 
22,  §56. 

Foreign  duty  on,  Apr.  19,  564. 

Drawback,  rates  of,  proposed  changes 
in,  Apr,  19,  565  ;  Apr.  26,  12^ ; 
Apr.  28, 1432. 

Moisture  limit.  Raising  to  32  per  oent 
Apr,  19,  565. 

Stripped,  New  duty  on,  Apr,  19. 

Values,  Taxation  on,  instead  of  on 
weight,  proposed,  Apr.  26,  1229. 

Transvaal  Loan. 

Date  of  Issuing,  Apr.  21,  927. 

Repayment  of-- Application  of  to  meet 
Exchequer  deficit,  Apr.  19,  551. 
554,634. 
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Tea,  Additional  2d.  duty  on— Effect  of,  on 
Ceylon  and  Indian  industries,  Apr,  19, 
643,646. 

Chan  .ellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Air.  Austen  Chamberlain^ 

Chancellor  of  the  Buohy  of  Lancaster 

Rt,  Hon.  Sir  W.  K  Walrond, 

Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.  L^orthante.,  E.] 

Expenditure,  Increase  in,  Apr,  SI,  900, 901. 

Taxation,  Incidence  of,  Apr,  SI,  904. 

Transvaal— High  Commissioner  — R^ula- 
tions  regarding  assenting  to  Ordi- 
nances, Apr,  18,  373. 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Compensation  Bill, 
2R.  Apr,  15,  346,  347. 

Charing  Cross,  Enston  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill 

c.  Con.*  Apr.  12,  1. 

3r.*  Apr.  15,  293. 
/.  IR.*  Apr,  19,  477. 

2R.  Apr,  S8,  1406. 

Charitable  Loan  Societies  (Ireland)  Bill 

c,  IR.*  Apr,  25,  1062. 

Charities 

Commissioners'  Report  Presented,  Apr. 
19,  481  ;  Apr,  20,  670. 

Chartered  Societies  Bill 

c  1R.»  Apr.  21, 136. 

Chemnits 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  26,  1168. 

Chengta 

Ddolaration  as  Unhealthy  Place,  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  25,  1016,  1024. 

Cheshire  Electricity  and  Power  Oas  Bill 

c.  Rep.  Apr.  21,  833. 

Chesterfield  Corporation  (Tramways  and 
Lnproyements)  Bill 

I.  3R.*  Apr.  21,  798. 
c.  IR.*  Apr.  22,951. 

Chesterfield  Oas  and  Water  Board  Bill 

I  Hep.*  Apr.  26,  1165. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 

Mr.  G.  Wyndham. 

Children 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Irish,  Introducing  Legis- 
lation as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Clancy  -,  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  18,  385. 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Scotch,  Providing 
for  Education  of. 
Q.      Mr.    Weir;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Apr,  ^5, 1029. 

35 


Employment  of — B^-Laws  under  the  Act, 
Councils  submitting. 
Q.  Mr.  Tennant ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Doug- 
las, Apr.  20,  672-673. 
Poor    Law,    Boarded-out  —  Numbers    in 
England  and  Wales. 
Q,  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A,  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Apr.  21,  836. 

Underfed,     see     Education  —  Underfed 
children. 

China 

Chengtu— Declaration  as  unhealthy  place, 
ftesented  Apr.  25,  1016,  1024. 

Hong  Kong,  see  thai  title. 

Transvaal,  Chinese  in— «ee  under  Transvaal 

Chippenham  Oas  Bill 

l2^.*Apr.25,\Q\b. 

Chnrch  of  Eng^land 

Ecclesiastical   Disorders,    eee   Ritualistic 
practioes. 

Churchill,  Mr.  W.  L.  S.  [Oldham] 

Army — Lances  and  Swords,  abolition  of, 

proposed,  Apr,  14,  229. 
Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill^ 

2R,  Apr.  22,  998. 

Cigars  and  Cigarettes 
Duty  on,  see  Tobacco. 

CiTil  Service 

Clerks. 

Assistant  —  Abstractor    Class  —  Age 
Limit,  for  Anpointments. 
Q.    Mr.   Yoxall;    A.    Mr.   V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  18,  355. 

Promotion  Assistant  Clerks — Medical 
Examinations,  alteration  of  rules 
Q.    Mr.  C.  Hay ;  A.    Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  14,  184. 

Commission,  Qualifications  of  Examiners 
to,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Field  \  A,    V.  Cavendish,  Apr. 
«^,  1426. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Officials,  Number, 
Rank  and  Stations  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Field  ;  A.    Mr.  V.  Caven- 
dish, Apr,  28,  1426. 

■tyJfoliti 

from— West  Down  Election. 
Q.    Mr.  S.MacNeill,  Mr.  MacVeagh, 
Mr.    E.    Robertson ;  A,      Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Apr.  27,   1307- 
1309. 

Superannuation. 

Certificate  granted  through  inadver* 
tence — Treasury  minute  presented 
Apr.  18,  352 ;  Apr,  19,  4B4. 

List  of  allowances  payable  on  80th 
Nov.,  1903,  Presented  Apr.  20, 
670. 

Retired  allowances — Treasury  minute 
Presented,  Apr.  25,  1016,  1024. 
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CiTil  Service  Eitimates 

Class  6,  Vote  l—Appendix  presented  Apr, 

20,  670. 
Committee  to  report  progress  and  sit  again, 

Motion  [Mr.  Dalziel]  Apr.  18,  473. 

Harbours,  maintenance  and  grants-in-aid 
£18,930,  C(W».  Apr.  S8,  1499,   1508. 

Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings — £32,300 

Com.  Apr.  28,  1457. 
Royal  Palaces— £35,500,  Com.  Apr.18,  473 ; 

Apr.  28,  1531. 

Olaeton  and  Osyth  Light  Hallway 

Order  presented  Apr.  19,  518. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  N.] 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children,  introducing 
Legislation  as  to,  Apr.  18,  385. 

Deeds,  Registration  of,  in  Ireland,  System, 
Duties  payable  etc.,  ^iw.  18,  381-382. 

Dublin  Collejje  of  Science,  Contract  for 
Supply  ofNewry  Granite  for  Founda- 
tions of,  Apr.  25,  1038. 

Education,  Ireland,  Primary— Antiquated 
and  inadequate  system,  Apr.  IS,  449. 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 
2b.  Apr.  22,  997. 

Cleggan  Harbeur,  Connemara 

Improvementof—Dateof  commencing  work. 
Q.    Mr.  O'Malley  ;  A.    Mr.  Wyndham, 
Avr.  18,  386. 

Clergy 

Ecclesiastical    Disorders, 
Practices. 

Explosion  at  factory  of  Messrs  Curtis  and 
Hwrvey— Report  Presented  Apr.  19, 
481,  518. 

Clyde 

Trawling  in — Foreign  Vessels  and  sale  of 
unmature  fish— Legislation  to  remove 
anomalies,  propos^. 

0.     Marquess  of  Huntly,  Apr,  19, 
513. 

Clyde  Valley  Electrical  Power  Bill 

L  Rep.*  Apr.  28,  1406. 

Coal 
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►rice  of,  effect  of,  on  revenue. 
A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19,  646. 


Navy,  Estimates  for,  reason  for  placing  on 
the  Shipbuilding  Vote. 
Os.     Earl  of  Dalkeith,  Apr.  12,  61  ; 
Mr.  Pretyman,  62. 

Tax  on. 

Indirect  taxation,  instance  of,  alleged. 
Os     Mr.   Ritchie,  Mr.   S.  Buxton, 
Apr.  21,  868 ;  Mr.  McCrae,  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  893. 

Revenue,  derived  from—  Statistics. 
Q.     Mr.    Plummer;     A.     Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Api\  12,  9-18. 
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Child  Labour— Hours,  Power  of  Inspector! 
to  vary. 

Q.  Mr.   Fen  wick  ;   A.   Mr.   A.    A- 
Douglas,  Apr.  IS,  80. 

Swanwick,  A<?cident  at— Steps  to  be  Taken 
to  Prevent  Negligence. 

Q.  Mr.  Jaoobv;  A.  Mr.  Cochrane, 
Apr.  26,  1182-1183. 

Coates,  Maj.  E.  P.  [l^wUham] 

Bank  of  Ireland,  Preference  given  to,  in 
Collection  of  Land  Tax  Annniutrs, 
Apr.  20,  689. 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties— Local  Taxa- 
tion Account— Amount  Received  An- 
nually since  1890,  etc,  Apr  S7,  128a 

Cochrane,  'Mi.T.IL.—^nder Seereiary,  Some 
Office  [Ayrshire,  N.] 
Swanwick  Colliery  Accident — Taking  Steps 
to  Prevent  Negligence,  Apr.  S6,  1182- 
1183. 

Coghill,  Mr. 

SmallPox  Outbreak  of  1903,  Cost  of, 
Ajfr.  25,  1051. 

South  Kenainjo^n  .  Museum  Buildings- 
Dates  of  Completion,  Apr.  18,  356. 

Taxation^Necessity  for  Continuing  War 

Taxes,  Apr.  21,  1317. 
Tea  Duty,  Increase  in— Budget  Propofal, 

Apr.  27,  1318. 

Vagrants  in  Hyde  Park,  Introducing 
Legislation  as  to,  Apr.  25,  1050. 

Cohen,  Mr.  B.  %.  [Islington.  E.] 

AUens  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  25,  1113,  1115. 

Coinage  and  Cnrrenoy 

India— Rupees  Coined  each  Year,   189S- 
1904,  Government  Profits,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Apr.  21,  839-841. 

Colclogh  Estate 

Compulsory  Sale— Reasons  for  Delay. 
0.  Mr.  Ffrench,  Apr.  13,  169. 

CollinffS,    Et   Hon.    J.  [Birmingham,  Bor- 
desley] 

Army  Rifles  ^  Cost  of  Bfanufactore  in 
Government  Factories,  Apr,  20,  676. 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  15, 
315,  325. 

Colney  Hatch  Oas  Bill  . 

r.  Con.*  Apr  12,  1. 
3r.*  Apr.  15,  293. 
^      /.  IR.*  Apr.  19,  477. 
2R.*  Apr.  28,  1406. 

Colomb,  Sir  J. 

Army— Guns,  Standardisation  of,  proposed, 
Apr.  14,  216. 

Committee  of  Defence  —  Formation  of 
Permanent  Secretariat,  Apr.  21,  854. 
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Afr.  12—Afr.  28, 
Colomb,  Sir  J,—eont. 

Navy. 

Ordnance,  Reserve  of,  steps  taken  to 
make  adequate,  Apr.  if,  31. 

Shipbailding — Tonnaee,  additions  to, 
companMl  with  tnosd  of  France, 
Germany,  and  America,  Apr,  if, 
46. 

Submarine  Mines,  policy  of  placing 
nnder  control  of  soldiers,  Apr,  1^ 
279. 


RnssO'Japanese  War — Naval  operations, 
appomtment  of  British  Naval  Attach^ 
to  watch,  Apr,  ISi,  30. 

Colonies 

See  also  names  of  Colonies, 

Crown  Colonies  see  that  title. 

Debates  on  Colonial  Legislatures,  Precedent 
for  circulating. 
Os.    Lord     Balfour     of     Burleigh, 
Marquess  of   Ripoo,   Apr,   fi, 
832. 

Fiscal  Proposals  see  Fiscal  Policy. 

Preferential  Tarifib,  Resolutions  since  1890 
relating  to. 
Q,  Sir.  G.  Parker;  A,  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr,  18,  372-373. 

vOPunom 

Oxshott  Healh,  Regulation  of —Report  from 
Select  Committee,  Apr,  29,  951. 

Commons    Ke|plation    (Merrow)    Pro- 
visional Order  Bill 

c  1E.»  Apr,  £6, 1175. 

Commons    Se^plation     (Oxshott)    Pro- 
visional Order  Bill 

c,  IR.*  Apr,  26, 1175. 

Companies*  Aet 

Franchise  limited  by.    Amendment   pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Gray  ;  A,  Mr.  G.  Lawson, 
Apr,  20,  685. 

Companies  (Winding  up)  Act,  1890 

Proceedings  under -- Account  Presented, 
Apr,  f5,  1C16,  1023. 

Congested  Districts  Board 

Scotland. 

Lewis,  Isle  of  see  that  title. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland 

Rae  Estate,  Kerry,  suggested  Purchase  of. 
Q,  Mr.  T.  O'Donnefl ;    A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  18,  386-387. 

Tiedennick    Estate,    Donegal,    Delay   in 
applotting— Measures  to  be  taken. 
Q,  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Apr.  27,  1305. 

Congested  Districts,  Scotland 

Settlement  of  people  on  the  land,  delay  in, 
0,  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  18,  471. 

Apr.  19, 
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Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill 
Date  of  Second  Reat^ing. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Apr,  18,  395. 
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Report  presented,  Apr.  14,  184  ; 
481. 
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Congo 

Free  State. 

British  Subjects,  Id  juries  to,  tabling 
Memoranda  on,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Emmott ;  A,  Earl  Percy, 
Apr.  19,  fi2:j-62S. 

Forei^  Traders  in.   Confiscation  of 

Merchandise,  etc.,— Steps  to   be 

taken, 

Q,    Mr.    C.    Wason;    A.  Earl 

Percy,  Apr,  26,  1194-1196. 

Natives,  ill-treatment  of,  Facts  as  to, 
Reply  to  Ck>ngo  Government  Re- 
quest for. 
Q,    Mr.    Emmott;     A,     Earl 
Percy,  Apr,  19,  628. 

Trade  Regulatious^Case  of  Mr.  A. 
Visram, 
Q,  Mr.   H.   Samuel;   A.  Ear) 
Percy,  Apr,  21,  849^-860. 

French,  British  Traders  in.  Concessionaire 
regime — Pressing  for  Action  by  French 
Government. 
Q,   Sir  C.   Dilke;    A.  Earl  Percy, 
Apr.  26,  1195-1196. 

Constabulary,  B.I. 

Charges  of  Violence  iu;ainf  t, 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr. 
20,  687. 

District  Inspectors  over  Sixty  Years  of 
Age,  taking  steins  to  retire. 

Q,  Mr.  Sloan ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  18,  363. 

Dublin  Castle  Orderlies  etc.,  Niraiber  of. 
Q,  Mr.  Sloan ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndliam,  Apr, 
18, 384.     . 

Extra,  Cost  of,  Authority  for   cliarging 

County  Councils  with,  etc. 

Qs,  Mr.  Delany,  Mr.  Lonsdale, 

Mr.     KUbride;     A,    Mr. 

Atkinson,  Apr,  27,  1302- 

1303. 

Counties  remitting  charges  for,  in  the 

last    Five    Years  ~  Names    of 

Counties — Amounts  remitted. 

Q.     Mr.     Lonsdale;     A.    Mr. 

Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  364- 

366. 

Fund  Solvency,  Percentage  ;   paid  to  sub- 
scribers. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  2S,  1433-1434. 

Galway,  Alleged  Assault  by  a  Constable 
in, 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  18,  391-392. 

Lisbum  Disturbances— Police  protection. 
Os,  Mr.  J.  Devlin,  Apr.  19,  666,  667 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  667,  668 ;   Mr.  T. 
W.  Russell,  668 ;  Mr.  Flavin,  668 ; 
Mr.  Sheehy,  668. 

\cont. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Oon— Oot] 


INDEX. 
Apr.  \2—Apr.  28. 


[Vol  133. 


Constabulary,  E.I.— ^ow^. 

Teetimonials,  Public  Collections  for— Caw 
of  Sergeant  Dalton. 

Q,    Mr.    W.    Abraham;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  £0,  688. 

United  Irish   Leaeae  Meetings,  Corofin, 
Reason  for  PoUce  Attends^ce  at, 
Q,    Mr.    W.    Redmond;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndbam,  Apr.  19,  634. 

ComtaiLtinople 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  n,  943. 

Contagioos  Diseases  of  Animals 
«ee  Difieases  of  Animals. 

Contracts 

Armj,  ut  that  title. 

Govttmment  Baildin^  in  Ireland— exclud- 
ing Irish  Firms  from  tendering. 
Q.    Mr.    Nannetti;    A.     Mr.     V. 
Cavendish,  ^;>r.  S6,  1187-1188. 

."Navy  —  Bread,    Acceptance    of    highest 
tender  for,  at  Berehaven. 
Q.  Mr.   Field;  A.   Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  25, 1026. 

Stamp  Duty  on  future  Option  and  War- 
rant Contracts,  suggested  Imposition 
of. 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lam,-4i>r.  £6,  1179-1180. 

War  Office,  for  Arms  and  War  Material, 
Allocation  between  Ordnance  Fac- 
tories and  the  Trade. 

Q.  Mr.   Crooks;    A.    Mr.    Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  S6,  1190-1191. 

tloolie  Labour 

Importation    of,    into    British    Colonies, 
Ordinances  now  in  force  as  to— 
Return  Presented,  Apr.  12,  6. 
Trinidad  and    British   Guiana    Ordi- 
nanoes  Presented,  Apr.  19,  479. 

,  Cooper's  Hill  Engineering  College 

Closing. 
Q».    Sir    M.    Bhownaggree;    As.     Mr. 
Brodrick,  Apr.  27,  1296. 

Corbridge  Oas  Bill 

/.  Rep.»  Apr.  26, 1165. 

Cordite 

see  under  Army. 

Cork 

Post  Office. 

Holiday,  choice  of  months,  &c. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien;  A.  Lord 
Stsnley,  Apr.  14^  206. 
Promotions  in. 

Senior  port'iig  clerks. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien,  Capt. 
Donelan ;   As.  Lord  Stan- 
ley, Jpr.  14,  206. 
Tweedmouth  Committee,   effect- 
ing Recommendations  of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien; 
A.  Lord  Stanley,  Apr. 
28,  1427-1428. 
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Cork — «>»*• 

Queen's  College. 

Deputy  President,  Name,  Salary,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  19,  632-533. 
President  of,  Length  of  Reddeuoe  of. 
during  last  three  years,  etc. 
eaMr.  Hayden,  Mr.  J.  Red 
mond,  Mr.    S.    MacNeiU; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  % 
1184r-1185. 

Com 

Duty  on. 

Re-imposition  of,  proposed. 
0.  Mr.  McKenna,  Apr.  27, 1352. 

Repeal  of,  effect  of,  on  Reyenue. 
0.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  1% 
546 ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  575 ;  Sir  E 
H.  Beach,  585;  Mr.  EUioi, 
Apr.  21,  874  ;  Maj.  Jsmeaon, 
025. 

Cornwall 

Harbours  of  refuge,  provision  oi 
0$.  Mr.  Soares,  Apr.  9S,  1499 ;  Mr.  G. 
Bowles,  1504 ;  Mr.  Lambert,  1506, 
1508  ;  Mr.  Spear,  1514 ;  Mr.  Moal 
ton,  1515;  Sir  J.  Keunaway,  1516; 
Mr.  W.  McArthor,  1617;  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  1518-1523  ;  Sir  W.  Foster, 
1524 ;  Sir  R.  Ropner,  1527 ;  Mr. 
Runciman,  1528. 

Corofln 

United  Irish  League  Meeting  at,  Resson 
for  Police  Attendance. 

Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  19,  634. 

Coroners 

Judicial  Statistics  Presented,  Apr.  It,  4; 
Apr.  19,  479. 

Corporation  of  London  (Sontbwark  asd 
other  Bridges)  Bill 
c.  Rep.*  Apr.  I4, 182. 

Cotton  Indnstiy 

Africa,  East-^^nltivation  ProspecU-B«- 
port  Presented,  Apr.  19,  480. 

"Comers"  in— International  Conference 
to  prohibit  gambling   in  "fatareti» 

^'^^Mr.  Field  ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaJ 
four,  Apr.  12, 1 ;  Apr.  18,  S94. 
395. 
Cultivation  in  British  Empire  and  Egypt 
—Report   Presented,    Apr.   IS,  76: 
Apr.  19,  482. 
Debate  on  Motion  [Mr.  Rutherford],  Ayr. 
27,  1367. 
Africa,  Cotton  Cultivation  in. 

Development  of— PossiWlilisB  0^ 
1372.   1378,  1386,  1394,  1395 
1399. 
Dunstan,     Prof.,    Evidence    <rf. 
1371,  1378. 
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Cotton  luijustry—cont. 

Dtbaie  on  MUion—conL 
Africa — c(yiU, 

Railway  Facilities  for  Transport 
of  Cotton,  1384,  1396,  1397, 
1399. 

America. 

Calti^ation  and  Manufacture,  In- 
crease in,  1369,  1370,  1376, 
1392. 

Dependence  of  British  Indnstnr 
on  for  Raw  Material,  1369, 
1370,  1380,  1381,  1385,  1386, 
1392,  1401. 

Shortness  of  Crop,  effect  on  the 
market,  1368,  1385. 

Speculation  and  gambling  in 
"  futures  "  —  efftct  on  the 
market,  1368,  1369,  1385, 
1403. 

British  Cotton  Association,  Work  of, 
1371,  1377,  1380,  1394,  1395, 1399. 

Capital  invested  in,  Apr,  f7,  1368. 

Consumption  of,  Normal  Annual  In- 
crease in— Statistics,  1370, 1374. 

Developing  resources  of  British  Em- 
pire, 1390,  1391,  1393, 1394,  1395, 
1396,  1401,  1402. 

Egypt  and  the  Soudan,  Cotton  Culti- 
vation in^  Possibilities  of,  1371, 
1377,  1381, 1383,  1384, 1385..  1893. 

Experimental  Farms  in  suitable  dis- 
tricts. Establishment  of,  proposed, 
1388,  1389. 


line  in 
arket. 


Market,  1368,  1369,  1403. 

India,%  Cultivation  of  better  •  class 
Cotton  in,  1373,  1377,  1382.  1386. 

Labour — Question  of  utilising  natives 
in  each  district,  1383,  1384,  1399. 

Lancashire  trade,  position  of,  1374-6, 
1385. 

Number  of  persons  employed— Statis- 
tics, Apr,  S7,  1367,  1374,  1398. 

Qnantitv  imported  from  America, 
India,  Egypt,  etc. — Statistics, 
1369,  1385. 

Raw  Material 

Deficiency  in  supply  of,  1367, 
1374,   1385,  1^  1403,  1404. 

Dependence  of  British  industry 
on  United  States  for,  1369, 
1370,  1380,  1381,  1385,  1386, 
1392, 140L 

Scientific  knowledge  as  to  cotton  oul- 
vation,  lack  of,  1387,  1400. 

West  Indies,  development  of  cotton 
growing  in,  proposed,  1388,   1393. 

Indian^    Consumption,  Growth   and   Ex- 
port of. 
Q,  Mr.  Emmott ;  u4.  Mr.    Brodrick, 
Apr.  19,  522. 
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Cotton  Indurtry— co»/. 

International  Conference  proposed. 
Qs,  Mr.  Field ;  As,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

Apr,  IS,  7  ;  Apr.  18,  394,  395. 
Q,  Mr.  Haroourt ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

Apr,  es,  1060. 

County  Courts 

Yorkshire  (West  Riding)— Order  as  to 
Registrar  practising  as  Solicitor,  pre- 
sents, Apr,  $6,  1177. 

Craig,  Mr.  C.  C.  [Antrim,  s.] 

Bank  of  Ireland,  Preference  given  to,  in 
Collection  of  Land  Tax  Annuities, 
Apr.  £1,  846-847. 

Blaris  Hurline  Match,  Cost  of  Extra 
Police  on  Duty  for,  etc.,  Apr  20,  687 ; 
Apr.  gl,  862-853. 

Newcastle,  Down,  Voting  Register,  Con- 
stitution of,  Apr.  21,  852. 

Craig,  Mr.  B.  H.  [Lanarkshire,  Govan] 

Indian  wheat  and  flour  exported  in  1902-3, 
Apr.  14, 186. 

Creen,  Lieutenant 

Court  of  Inquiry  into  Case  of.  Charges, 

Q,  Mr.  Rea ;  A.  Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
Apr,  21,  844-815. 

Crime 

Alien  Crimlnals,Number  of  f  i  om  1898-1903. 
Q,  Mr.  S.  Samuel ;  i4.  Mr.  A.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr,  14,  199. 

Crimean  Veterans 

Pensions,  increasing, 
Q,    CoL   Lock  wood ;    A.    Mr.   Amold- 
Forster.  Apr.  28,  1435-1436. 

Cripps,  Mr.  C.  A.  [LancasTiire,  Stretford] 

Cripps,  Mr. 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 
2R.,  Apr,  22,  984. 

Crombie,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire] 

Education — Districts  under  the  Scotch 
Bill,  Valuation  and  Population  of,  Apr. 
28,  1431. 

Croobi,  Mr.  W.  [Woolwich] 

Ordnance  Factories,  Idle  Machinery  is, 
placing  Orders  with  Contractors  etc, 
Apr.  26,  1190-1191. 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  ^j^r.f^,  12^1. 

Vaccination  Prosecution  at  Thames  Police 
Court,  Steps  to  be  taken  with  regard 
to,-4pr.f 5,  1049-1050. 

War  Office— Contracts  for  Arms  and  War 
Material,  Allocation  between  Ord- 
nance Factories  and  the  Trade,  Apr* 
26,  1190-1191. 

CrOM,  Mr.  A.  [Glasgow.  Carolachie] 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  round  en— Budget 
proposal,  Apr,  27,  1313. 
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Crown  Colonies 

Brussels  Sugar  Convention,  Adherence  to. 
Q,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A,  Earl  Percy,  Apr. 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies 

Commissions,  Information  as  to. 
Qs,  Mr.  A,  Taylor ;   Atu  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  12,  17 ;  Apr.  f7,  1295. 
Transvaal    —   purchasing    Departmental 
SuppUes  throuffh  Crown  Agents,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Samuel,  Sir  H.  Fowler ; 
-4.    Mr.    Lyttelton,    Apr.    £5, 
1044-1045. 

Croydon  Gas  Bill 

I.  2r.*  Apr.  £5, 1016. 

Cruisers 

See  Navy. 

Crystal  Palaee  Distriet  Oas  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Apr.  It,  2. 

Colross 

Technical  Education  Grant  for, 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Wason ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mur- 
ray, Apr.  SOy  685. 

Collinan,  Mr.  J.  [Tipperary,  S.] 

Ballyboy,  Evicted  Farm  at,  using  as 
Artillery  Parade  Ground,  Apr.  18, 
304. 

Tipperaiy,  Urban  Council  Surcharges — 
Auditor's  Costs,  Apr.  18,  388. 

Canard  Agreement 

Committee — Ifate  of  Discussion. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowlei;  A.  Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Apr.  g8,  U56. 

Cosaok  Estate,  Longford 

Sale,  Progress  of —Granting  Return  show- 
ing Names  of  Intending  Purchasers, 
etc., 
Q.    Mr.  J    P.    Farrell;    A.    Mr. 

Wjndham,  Apr.  es,  1056. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    P.   Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Apr.  ^,  1304. 

Cnst,  Mr.  H.  J.  C.  [Southwark,  Bermondsey.] 
Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  BiU 
Con.  Apr.  I4,  263. 

Customs  and  Exoise 

Boatmen,  Ace  Limit  of. 
0.  Mr.  J   H.  Lewis  ;  .4.  Sir  A  Acknd- 
Hoo<l,  Apr.  19,  531-532. 

Dublin  Collection,  Amount  of,  1902-3,  etc. 
Q   Mr.  Nannetti;  A.  Mr.  V.  Cavendish. 
Apr.  gS,  1057. 

Duties— Local  Taxaf  ion  Account  —Amount 
Received  Annually  since  1890,  Alloca- 
tion m  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
etc. 
Q.     Major   Coates;     A.     Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr.  $7,  1289. 
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Warehouses — Cc^nisance  of   Oovero- 
ment  Officials. 
Q.     Mr.  MacVeagh;    A.    Mr.   V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  S5,  1048-1049. 

Law  Relating  to,  Amendment  ol^Reeoln- 
tion. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr,  £6,  1239,  1^41; 
Mr.  McKenna,  1239. 1240, 1243;  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  1239,  1241  ;  Mr. 
J.  H.  Lewis,  1241 ;  Mr.  Loogh. 
1242;  Mr.  Buchanan,  1242. 

Liverpool,     Appointment    of    Irish    Ex- 
Constable  to  Position  in. 
Q.     Mr.     DeUny;      A.     Mr.     A. 
Chamderlain,    Apr.    25,    1067- 
1058. 

Revenue  from.  Shortage  in,  for  1903-4. 
Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19^  546, 
547,  548 ;  Sir.  M.  H.  Beeoh,  5S4 ; 
Mr.  Ritchie,  Apr.  SI,  870. 

Watchers,  Saving  to  Revenue  by  Inatitn- 
tion  of  Watchers. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  V.  Caven- 
dish, Apr.  2i,  954. 

Cycles 

Motor,    Use   of,  in  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
Annual  Training,  for  Despatch  carry- 
ing, etc.  proposed, 
g.  Mr.  Allhusen  ;   A.    Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  ^,  1292,  1293. 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of  [Roxburgh] 

Navy— Coal,  Estimate  for,  reason  lor 
placing  on  the  Shipbuilding  Vote, 
Apr.  12,  61. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  T.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

Army. 

Courts-martial  held  by  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Powers  and  method  of 
procedure,  Apr.  IS,  149,  150; 
Apr.  14,  290. 

Rifles— Relative  cost  of  Manufacture 
by    the    Government    and    the 
trade,  Apr.  I4,  237,  242. 
Armj  [Annual]  Bill,    2e.   Apr.   13,    149. 

150;  Api.  14,  289;    Com.   Apr.   18, 

475, 

Expenditure,  Growth  of,  Apr.  26,  1232. 
House    of    Commons  —  Smoking  -  room 

accommodation,  inadequacy  of,  Apr. 

28,  1491. 

Income   Tax,    Graduation    of,    propoeed 
Apr.  26,  1244.  .    r*  in«     , 

Palaces,  Increase  in  expend  ilure  on,  Apr. 
28,  1534. 

Savings  Banks— Annuities,  terminable. 
Payment  of,  Apr.  27,  1365. 

Daaysz,  Mr. 

Virus  of,  for  Rat  Destruction,  Experiments 
at  Cape  Town. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr.  20,  678. 
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Davenport^  Mr.  W.  B.—FinancvU  Secretary 
to  the  War  Office,  [Cheshire,  Maccles- 
field] 
Army  [AmwAl]  Bill,  2R.  Apr,  U,  291. 
Rifles— Places  of  manofacture,  Apr.  14, 

236,237. 
Soldiers' Breakfast,  nature  of  fare  provided, 
Apr,  14y  292. 

Savies*  Mr.  A.  [Carmarthen  Boroughs] 
Education,  Wales. 
'    Defaulting   Authorities,    Particulars 
and  Names  of,  Apr,  28, 1445-1446. 

Grants  under  the  Old  ani  New 
Systems,  Apr,  28,  1446. 

Roman  Catholic  Schools,  Numbers, 
Attendance,  Apr.  28,  1446. 

Bavies  v.  The  Crown 

Delay  in  settlement  of  Cose,  Cause  of. 
Q,  Sir  T.  Esmonde  ;  .4.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr,  28,  1436.       ' 

Death  Ihities 

Increase  in,  proposed.' 
Os,  Mr.  J.  F.  Hope,  Apr,  21,  909  ;  Mr. 
S.  0.  Gore,  916  ;  Mr.  Whitley,  936  ; 
Mr.  G.  Whitely,  Apr,  26,  1249 ;  Sir 
R.  Reid,  Apr,  27,  1320. 
Licensed  Hmse,  on — Recovery  of  Duty  in 
Crises  of  Refusal  to  renew  Licence. 
Q,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A,  Mr.  A. 
ChamberUin,  Apr  28,  1444. 

Revenue  derived  from,  falling  off  in. 
Os,  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr,  19,  648  ; 
Mr.  Ritchie,  Apr  21,  871. 

Deaths 

Scotland— Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr^ 
12,  6  ;  Apr,  19,  481. 

Deeds 

Registration  of,    in  Ireland,  System    of, 
Duties  payable  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Clancy ;  A,  Mr,  V.  Caven- 
dUh,  Apr,  18,  881-382. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Committee  of  Defence. 

Secretarla*^^,  Permanent,  formation  of. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A,    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr,  21,  854-856. 

Vote  for  Staff,  Discussion  on,  Date  of. 
0,   Sir   C.   Dilke ;  A.    Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr,  21,  864. 

Delany,  Mr.  W.  [Queen's  County,  Ossory] 
Agriculture,  Department  of. 

Transfer  of  Officials  from  Veterinary 
Department  to,  Apr,  18,  387. 

Veterinary   Branch  —  Promotion    of 

Roman  Catholic  Clerks,  Apr,  28, 

1448. 

Constabulary,     Extra,     Authority     for 

Charging^unty  Councils  with  Cost 

of,  etc.,  Apr.  27,  1302-1303. 
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Apr.  U—Apr,  28. 

Delany,  Mr.  W.— <wi<. 

Education— Evening  School  Teachers   in 
Queen's  County,  Payment  of  Grants  to, 

Apr.  26,ni^n^. 

Land  Commission. 


Queen's  County,  evicted  tenants — 
Number  of  Applications  received 
from  Ossory  Division,  Apr  IS,  82. 

Return,  Information  given  in,  Apr,  IS, 
82. 
Liverpool  Customs,  Ap^intment  of  Irish 

ex-Constable  to  position  in,  Apr.  25, 

1067-1068. 
Tithe,  Quit  and  Crown  Rents,  Redemption 

of.  Apr.  25,  1037. 

Denmark 

Trade  Report,  Presented,  Apr.  21,  810. 

Denny  CoL  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs] 

Army  Rifles— Relative  cost  of  manufacture 
by  the  Government  and  the  Trade, 
Apr  14, 241. 

Dentists 

Army— Candidates*  Expenses,  Payment  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Shackleton ;  A,    Mr,  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr,  19,  523. 

Deptford 

Victualling  Yard  —  Unskilled  Labourers, 
Character  of  Work  performed  by  and 
rate  of  wage. 
0,    Capt.  Norton,  Apr  12,  49,  61. 

Devices  Oaol 

Soldiers,  Imprisonment  of,  in — Nature  of 
Offence,  Transference  of  Offenders  to 
Milita:^  Prison,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.  C.  Hobhouse;    A.     Mr. 
Arnold-Forster,  Apr.  14, 190. 

Devlin,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Galway] 

Education,  Ireland,  Primary— Antiquated 
and  Inadequate  System,  Apr,  18,  461. 

Galway  Docks  —  Dredging  of  Entrance, 
Apr.27,VMA, 

Sweeney,  Daniel,  Pension  for,  Apr.  27, 
1306-1307. 

Telephonic  Communication  between  Dub- 
lin and  Galway,  Establishing,  Apr.  27, 
1302. 

Devlin,  Mr.  J.  [Kilkenny,  N.] 

Lisbum  Disturbances— Police  Protection, 

etc.,  Apr.  79,666,6j57.  ^  ^    ,, 

Urlingford  Union  Board  Room,  Refusal  to 

afiow  Meeting  in,  Apr.  28,  1461. 

Devon 

Harbours  of  Refuge,  Provision  of. 
Os,  Mr.  Scares,  Apr.  28,  1499-1603; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  1504 ;  Mr.  Lambert, 
1506,  150S;  Mr.  Spear,  1614;  Mr. 
Moulton,  1615 ;  Sir  J.  Kennaway, 
1616;  Mr.  W.  Mc Arthur,  1617  ;  Mr. 
G.  Balfour,  1518-1623 ;  Sir  W.  For- 
ster,  1524 ;  Sir  R.  Ropner,  1527  ;  Mr. 
Runciman,  1527-1628. 
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Dewar,  Sir  T.  R.  [Tower  Hamlets,  St  George's] 
Aliens  in  British  Prisons,  Namber  of,  Apr. 
g5, 1033. 

Biokion^  Et  Hon.  C.  S.,  Lord  Advowte 
[Glasgow,  Bridgton] 
Edncation. 

Secondary  and  Technical  —  Cookecj 
Instruction,  Apr,  £5, 1053. 

Teachers  in  Crofting  Ck>anties,  Namber 
of —School  Board  Pensions  granted 
since  1898,  Apr,  i^,  1054. 

Sheriff  Co-arts— Fees  to  Medical  Witnesses, 
Apr,  26,  1030. 

Lewis,  Isle  of  —  Cemeteries,  Insanitary 
Condition  of,  Apr,  95,  1053. 

Trawling— English  Trawlers  under  Nor- 
wegian Flag,  Apr,  S7y  1302. 

Dilke,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  C.W.  [Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean] 

Africa,  South,  Garrison  in— Hutting 
Accommodation,  Number  of  Stations, 
etc.,  Apr.  15, 301. 

AUens  BUI,  2r,  Aj.r,  25,  1002,  1119. 

Army, 

Act, 

Canada,  Supply  of  Copies  to,  Apr, 
gg,  958. 

Reprints  of— Omission  of  Amend- 
ments made  by  Annual  Bills, 
Apr.  IS,  135. 

•  Cavalry  and  Mounted  Infantry, 
increase  in,  proposed,  Apr. 
14,  228,  229. 

Courts  of  Inquinr,  Constitution  of, 
breaches  of  Military  Law,  etc., 
Apr,  IS,  137,  138. 

Courts  -  Martial  —  Auxiliary  Forces, 
Application  of  Military  Law 
unoer  the  Army  Act  to,  Apr,  IS, 
138,  148, 149. 

Estimates,  Method  of  Cl'issifying, 
Apr,  14,  283. 

Militia, 

Field  Artillery,  Armament  and 
Increase  in,  Apr,  14,  212. 

Garrison  Artillery,  training  at 
Mobilisation  Stations,  Use  of 
Modern  Guns,  etc.,  Apr,  I4, 
221. 

Rifles — Relative  Cost  of  Manufacture 
by  the  Government  and  the 
Trade,  Apr,  I4,  246. 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  2r,  Apr,  IS,  135. 

Business  of  the  House — Course  of,  Apr,  It, 
72. 

Committee  of  Defence,  Vote  for  Staff,  Date 
of  Discussion  on,  Apr,  21, 854. 

Congo,  French,  British  Traders  in,  Con- 
cessionaire regime  —  Pressing  for 
Action  by  French  Government,  Apr, 
26,  1195. 
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Apr.  12— Apr.  28. 

Bilke,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.—coni, 


Emifiation  and  Immigration — ^B^mrt  of 
Board  of  Trade  for  1903,  date  of  issoe 
of,  Apr.  14, 186. 

Navy, 

Boilers, 

Aoeidents  and  Repairs  aiiftoe  first 
Report  of  Uomnolttee,  for- 
nisning  list  of,  Apr.  IS,  4d. 

Working  of  varioas  dasees,  in- 
formation as  to^  Apr,  If,  4d. 

Gunning  of  Battle  Ships  and  Cmiseri, 
Provisions  as  to,  Apr,  if,  29. 

Guns^ProTision  of  7*5  guns,  Apr.  12,  36. 

High  explosive  used  by  the  Japanese, 
Information  as  to  valae  01,  Apr. 
12,  dO, 

Shipbuilding  —  Germany,  Increase  in 
construction  by,  Apr.  IM,  45. 

Submarine  Mines,  Policy  of  placing 
under  control  of  soldiers,  Apr,  14, 

280. 

Submarines,  Construction  of,  expendi- 
ture o^  and  lack  of  information 
as  to,  Apr.  12,  59. 

Basso-Japanese  War  —  Naval  Operations, 
appointment  of  British  Naval  attadie 
to  watch  ;  Apr  12,  30. 

Shops  Bill—Date  of  Introduction,  Apr.  SO, 
692. 

Siara,  French  and  Briti^^h  Agreements  with. 
Publication  of  terms  of,  Apr.  J 9,  5*29. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Bill  —  Date  oi 
Introduction,  Apr,  20,  692. 

Dimsdale,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  C.  [London.] 

Weiffhts  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  15, 
ol7. 

Single 

Board  of  Guardians,  Refund  of  Surcharge 
against. 
Q,  Mr.  T.  0*Donnell ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  18,  386. 

Diplomatio  and  Confolar  Service 

Reports,  Scope  of. 
Q,  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A,  Earl  Percy,  Apr. 
19,  521-522. 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Anthrax. 

Comnensation  for  animals  dying  of  the 
oisease,  proposed. 

Q,  Mr.  F.  Wilson;  A.   Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  Apr.  14^  186. 

Slaughter    of.   Animals,   on   account 
of.  Payment  of  compensation  to 
owners  out  of  local  rates. 
Q,  Mr.  E.  Gray,  Apr.  IS,  331 : 
Mr.  Field,  334. 

Argentina,  Prohibition  of  importation  of 
live  cattle  from  — withdraMral  of  pro- 
hibition pro(.o3ed. 
Qs,    Mr.   Schwann,    Mr.    Kilbride; 
As,  Mr.  A.  Fellowes,  Apr.  14, 
199.  * 
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Diseases  of  Animals-^owf. 

Hall  (Channel  Islands  Animals)  Landing 
place,  Order  Preeented,  Apr.  1£,  7  ; 
Apr.  19,  483. 

Rabies,  see  thai  title. 

Statistics  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  A,  Fellowes, 
Apr.  18,  361,  362. 

Divisions 

Alteration  in  method  of  taking,  proposed. 
08.  Mr.  Mildmay,  Apr.  g8,  1470  j  Lord 
Balcarres,  1474,  1490 ;  Mr.  Ritchie, 
1483 ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  1484 ;  Capt 
Nprton,  1488 ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell, 
1489. 

Income  Tax— Budget  Resolution  Division 
—Chairman's  Decision  Challenged, 
Apr.  $1,  937. 

New  Question  put— House  to  be  cleared 
and  bells  rung. 
Os.  Mr.  Dalzlel,  Apr.  SI,  937,  938  ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  938. 

Strangers,  Withdrawal  of.  Regulations  as 
to. 
08.    Mr.   J.  Burns,  ^iw.   f5,  1489, 
1490  ;  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  1490 ;  Mr. 
J.  W.  Lowther,  1490. 

Dockyards 

Haulbowline,    Repairing  H.M.S.   Melam- 
pus  at. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;   J.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Apr.  SO,  676. 

Dockyards,  Naval 
Joiners. 

Inspection  of  work  done  by,  Griev- 
ances as  to. 
0.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  12,  48. 

Shipwrights  Employed  to  do  Joiners' 
work.  Grievances  as  to. 
0.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  12,  48. 

Labourers*   Wages  at  Barrow-in-Furness. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  i4.  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Apr. 
25,  1041. 
Ordnance  Inspectors,   Appointing  Naval 
Officers,  as. 
Q.    Master  of   Elibank ;    A.    Mr. 
Pretyraan,  Apr.  18,  368. 

Police  on  Duty  at.  Number  and  Pay  of. 
08.    Mr.  Whitley,  Apr.  12,  57,  58  ;  Mr. 
Pretyman,  67;    Mr.   Kearley,  58; 
Capt.  Norton,  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  59. 

Wages  of  En»ployd3  in—Rate  of  Govern- 
ment Wage. 

Os.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  12,  47,  49, 
54  ;  Mr.  Kearley,  50,  55  ;  Mr.  R. 
Lucas,  51 ;  Mr,  Pretyman,  52- 
54. 

Dogs 

Badge  and  Harness  to  be  worn  by  Quaran- 
tined Dogs. 
O.  Earl  of  Onslow,  Apr.  22,  948. 
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[Dis— Don 


Experiments  on. 

Exemption  from  Vivisection,  proposed 
—Motion,  Sir  F.  Banbury. 
0.  Mr.  Flavin,  Apr.  IS,  180. 

Soh&fer,    Prof.,    Disallowing   Experi- 
ments of. 
Q.    Mr.  Logan;     A.   Mr.    A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  21,  848-849. 

Importation  of— Order  whereby  Dogs  are 
separated     from     Owners     for    six 
months.  Withdrawal  of,  proposed. 
Os.  Earl  of   Lytton,  Apr.  22,  944 ; 
Earl  of  Onslow,  945. 

Rabies,  Success  of  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
Stamping  out  the  Disease. 
Os.   Earl  of  Lytton,  Apr.  22,  944 ; 
Earl  of  Onslov/,  945, 

Tax  on.  Proposed  Reduction  of,  in  Scot- 
land. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Apt\  28,  1432. 

Dohem 

National  School,  Reason  for  Closing. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh ;   A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  19,  534. 

Donard,  Wioklow 

Postal  Arrangements  in. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  19,  521. 

Doncaster  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  20,  1176. 

Donegal  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  22,  950. 

Donelan,  Capt.  A.  J.  C.  [Cork,  E.] 

Cork  Post  Office,  Promotion  of  Senior 
Sorting  Clerks  in,  Apr.  14,  206. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Actn— Appointment  of 
Mr.  C.  Atkinson,  Apr.  18,  383. 

Melampus,  H.M.S.,  repairing,  at  Haulbow- 
Une,  Apr.  20,  675. 

Rathcoursev  Beach— Accident  to  Driscoll 
through  Explosion  of  Shrapnel  Shell, 
Apr.  11  193. 

Transit  of  Passengers  and  Mails  between 
Kingstown  and  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Systems,  DeUiys  in,  Apr.  28, 
1455. 

Youghal  Bay  Salmon  Fisheries— Restric- 
tions placed  on  Fishermen,  taking 
steps  with  regard  to,  Apr.  27,  1306. 

DonOUghmore,    Earl   oi— Under-Secretary 
for  War. 
Arnw  (Annual)  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  22,  948. 
Mariners,  exemption  of,  from  Income  Tax  — 
Inconsistencies  as  to,  Apr.  25,   1019, 
1020. 
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Dopping  Estate,  N.  Longford 

Malligan,  D,,  evicted  Tenant,  Restoration 

Q.    Mr.  J.   P.   Farrell  ;    A,    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Apr.  g8,  1447. 

Douglas,  Bt  Hon.  A.  A.  [Kent,  St.  Angas. 
tine's] 

Alien  Immigration. 

Criminals — Number  of  prisoners  from 
1898-1903,  Apr,  7^,  199. 

Male**  —  ^  umber  of  adulte,  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1901,  Apr.  lA, 
200.  '    r'     *. 

^Jiens  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  95,  1143. 

Birds,  Protection  of— Sale  of  Green  Plovers 
in  London  during  close  season,  Apr, 
15,  299.  -»     /- 

Children,  Employment  of— By-laws  under 
ihe  Act,  Councils  submitting,  Apr.  SO, 
673. 

Dogs,  Bxperiments  on,  disallowing  Prof. 
Schafer's,  Apr.  fSl,  849. 

Factories  and  Workshops-^Inspection  of 
Tenement  Houses  used  as  Workshops, 
Apr.  19,  620. 

Insurance,  Accidentand  bickness— granting 
Return  relative  to  ContinentiS  Laws, 
Apr.  fSO,  672. 

Licensing  Bill,  introduced,  Apr.  gO,  696-703. 
Licensed  Premises,    *'  Persons  inter- 
ested in,"  scope  of  Term,  Apr.  e?, 
1301-1302. 

Liquor  Licenses. 

Ale  and  Beerhouses,  granting  Return — 
Funds  available  for  Compensation, 
Apr.  *5,  1033. 

Refusals  to  renew,   Statistics  as  to, 

Apr.  ISO,  683 ;  Apr.  28, 1429-1430. 

Liquor     Licensing     Laws  —   Liverpool, 

Licences  and  JJrunkenness  in,  Apr.  19, 

521. 

Mines,  Child  Labour  in— Hours,  Powers 
of  Inspector  to  vary,  Apr.  IS,  80. 

Petty  Sessions  Clerks — Regulations  as  to 
Taklnff  Part  in  Political  Contests, 
etc.,  Apr.  eo,  673. 

Police. 

Metropolitan,  Pensions  to. 

Good  Service,  for,  Authority  for 
Granting,  Apr.  i5,  1033. 

Special  Service,  for— Regulations 
as  lo  Constables,  Apr.  IB7, 
1292. 

Naval  Dockyards,  at,  Pay  of,  Apr.  Ig, 
69. 

Poor  Prisoners  Defence  Act— Delay  in 
Making  Rules,  Apr.  SS,  964. 

Prisons,  Number  of  Aliens  in,  Apr.  25, 
1034.  '     Z'         . 

Shops  Bill— Date  of  Introduction.  Aw. 
21,  848.  ^ 

Vaccination,  Prosecution  at  Thames  Police 
Court,  Apr.  25,  1049-1060. 
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At^,  VL—Apr.  28. 

Douglas,  Bt  Hon.  A.  A.— «<>»^- 


Vagrancy  Laws— Suggested  Amendment, 
Apr.  18,  378. 

Viigrants  in  Hyde  Park,  Introducing 
Legislation  as  to,  Apr.  25,  1050. 

Working  Classes— Compensation  for  Acci- 
dents Act  —  Inquiry,  Progress  of  — 
Gpvemment  Bill,  Apr.  19,  631. 

Dover 

Pier  Works  Lightships,  Accidents  to,  1899- 
1903. 
Q.  Mr.  Plummer;  A.  Mr.  O.  Balfour, 
Apr.  28,  1425. 

Down  (Co.) 

Asdzes— Composition  of  Grand  Jury. 
Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  12,  92. 

Drake,  H  JL8. 

Speed  of — Improved  PropeUers. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Ap9'.  18,  35 '-358. 

Droiuntaoher 

NationalSchool,Salan^  of  Principal  Teacher 
at— Inspection  of  School,  etc 
Q.    Mr.    T.    O'Donnell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  364. 

Dmnuneel  Bog,  Longford 

Public  Trustees  for,  Obligation  of  Estates 

Commissioners  to  Assume  PoaiUon  of. 

Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell  ;    A.    Ur. 

Wyndham,  Apr.  25, 1056-1057 ; 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr. 

Atkinson,  Apr.  28,  1450<1451. 

Dublin 

Castle,  Number  of  Constabulary  Orderlies, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;    ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  18,  384. 

College  of  Science. 

Architect —Name  and  Qualifications. 
Q«.  Mr.  Boland;  As.  Mr.  V.  Caven- 
dish, Apr.  14,  202. 

Contractor,    Name   of  —  Employing 
IriRh  Materials  and  Workmen. 
Q.  Mr.   Nannetti ;  ^.  Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  28,  1452- 
1463. 

Newry  Granite  for  Foundation,  Con- 
tract for  supply  of. 

Q.    Mr.     Clancy;       A.       Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  25,  1038. 
Inland    Revenue  and  Customs  Reoeipts, 
Amounts  1902-3— Forwarding  money 
to  London,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  Nannebti ,  A.    Mr.  V.  Cav- 
endisb,  Apr.  25,  1057. 

North  Wall  Station,  inadequacy  of  transit 
facilities  at. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ,  A.    Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Apr.  27,  1298. 
Post  Office,  Dual  Working  in. 

Q.    Mr.  Nannetti;    A.    Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  28,  145.3  1454. 
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Railway  Delays  in. 
Q.    Capt.  Donelan ;  A.    Mr.  G.  Balfoar, 
Apr,  t8,  1456. 

St.  Stephen's  Green^Parliamentary  Bye- 
Election -New  Member  Sworn,  Apr. 

Steam  Tramway  to  Blessington — Compen- 
sation    for    Accidents  —  Names     of 
Claimants,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    O'Connor;      A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  361-362. 

Telegraph  School,  overcrowding  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Nannetti ;    A.    Lord   Stanley, 
Apr.  g8,  1463. 

Telegraphic  Service,    Dismissal   of    Mes- 
sensers. 
^  Mr.  Nannetti ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  £S,  1069-1060. 

Telephone  communication  with   Galway, 
establisbinff. 
Q.  Mr.  a  Devlin ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  97,  1302. 

Trade,  Board  of,  Branch  proposed  in  Dublin. 
Q.    Mr.  Field;    A.    Mr.    G.    Balfour. 
Apr.  £6,  1178-1179. 

Tram  Car  Licences,  inclusion  of,  in  amount 
for  stage  carriage  licences. 
Q.    Mr.  Nannetti ;  A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  22,  067. 

Trinity  College— Grant  under  Land  Act, 
high  prices  demanded  for  land,  &c. 
Q.     Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  IS,  162 

BnggaiL  Estate 

Compulsory  Sale — Delay  in  negotiations, 
Q.     Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  13,  166. 

Duke,  Mr.  H.  £.  [Plymouth] 

Bristol  Channel,  necessity  for  provision  of 
harbour  of  refuge  in,  Apr.  28,  1600- 
1610. 

Devon  and  Cornwall,  provision  of  harbours 
of  refuge  in,  Apr.  28,  1626. 

Ihmboyne,  Lord 

Sale  of  Intoxicants  to  Children  Bill,  Com. 
Apr.  21,  829. 

Dundee 

Mail  Service— Earlier  delivery  of  letters 
proposed. 
Q.    SirJ.  Leng;   A.    Lord  Stanley, 
Apr,  14,  S)l. 

Postmen's  Grievances — Reply  to  Petition. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  18,  378-379 

East  London  and  Lower  Thames  Electric 

Power  Bill 
c.  Rpp.*  Apr.l5,29i. 

East  London,  South  Africa 

British  Indian  Tradesmen  in.   Order  to 
vacate  Town. 
Qs.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  As.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  20,  680 ;  Apr. 
27,  1293 ;  Aor.  28,  1437. 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Capt.  Norton  ; 
As.     Mr.   Lyttelton,  Apr,  27, 
1294. 
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Ebbw  Yale  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

/.  Rep.^  Apr.  26,  1163. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 

Leeal  Expenses  of. 
Q.    Mr.  Humphreys-Owen;    A.  Sir  L. 
Knowles,  Apr.  26,  1180. 

Ecclesiastical  Disorders 

see  Ritualistic  Practices 

Edinburgh 

Observatory— Annual    Report   Presented, 
Apr.  12,  6  ;  Apr.  19,  480. 

Education,  Board  of 

President— MiqneBS  of  Londonderry. 

Parliamentary    Secretaiy  —  Sir    W.    R. 
Anson. 

Education  Department,  Scotland 

Vtee-Fresident  of  Council— Mr.  A.  Graham 
Murray. 

Secretary—Sir  Henry  Craik. 

Education 

Authorities  bringing  the  Act  into  force- 
Number  in  each  Month  since  April, 
1003,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    G.    White;    A.    Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  18,  3o3-354. 

Elementary  School  Departments,  Number 
in  England  and  Wales. 
Q.    ur.   Maonamara;    A.    Sir  W. 
AnsoD,  Apr.  18,  380. 
Ireland. 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply,  Apr 
18,  397. 

Board  composed  entirely  of  Edu- 
cationists, proposed,  447. 

Christian  Brothers,  Admirable 
Schools  conducted  by,  415, 
417,  439,  442,  443,  447. 

Condition  of  Schools,  397,  398, 
399,  400,  421,  440,  445,  451, 
459,  460,  461. 

Co-ordination  of  Technical  In- 
struction and  Intermediate 
Education,  proposed,  438, 468. 

County  Scholarships  giving  Free 
University  Education,  Estab- 
lishment of,  proposed,  412. 

Creation  of  New  Depjartment  re- 
sponsible to  Parliament,  pro- 
posed, 418,  420,  421,  422,  426, 
427,  429,  441,  456. 

Deaf,  Dumb,  Blind,  Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children,  Grant  for 
Edu.*ation  of,  450,  451. 

Denominational  Education,  Neces- 
sity for,  423,  456,  457,  458, 
459. 

Equipment  and  Materials,  inade- 
qnate  Provision  of,  399,  401, 
440,  445,  460. 

Equivalent  Grant  diverted  from 
its  legitimate  purpose,  al- 
leged, 403,  404,  449,  406. 
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Bducation-co»^- 

Ireland— co»/. 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply^cofU, 

Financial  aspect  of  the  matter, 

433,  434,  437»  439. 
Gaelic  League,  services  rendered 

to  the  cause  of  education  by, 

407. 
Heating  and  sanitation  of  Schoola, 

inadequate  provision  for,  400, 

401,  457,  458. 
Inspectors,  deficiencies  of,  448. 
Intermediate  Education,   system 

of,  436,  448. 
Irish  Language,  teaching  of,  464. 

Local  Interest,  encouragement  and 
establishment  of,  415,  416, 
428,  462,  462. 

Model  Schools  system,  445,  454, 
458. 

Money  spent  on  the  Police,  de- 
voting to  education,  proposed, 
439. 

Musical  Capacities  of  Children — 
introduction  of  folk  songs, 
proposed,  465. 

National  Board  of  Education, 
Constitution  of,  398, 420,422, 

431,  441. 
Policy  and  work  of,  405,  406, 
422,  430,  444,  465. 
Nationalisation,  and  administra- 
tion   by    Irish    Authorities, 
proposed,  404,  407,  408,  412^ 
418,  420,  432,  440,  464. 
Number  of  Boards  all  acting  inde- 
pendently of  each  other,  408, 
409,  415. 
Primary. 

Antiquated   and    inadequate 
system,  397,  398,  405,408, 
420,   424,    126,  443,  461, 
465. 
Dale,  Mr.,  Report  of,  398,400, 
409,  417,  419,  427,  451, 
452. 
Mansion    House    Conference 
Resolution,  397. 
Principles  on  which  Irish  Educa- 
tion should  be  conducted,  414, 
418,  424,  426. 
Rate  aid,  absence  of,  in  Ireland, 

432,  433,  434. 
Reforms  suggested,  413,  418,  447, 
448. 

Religious  difficulty,  giving  control 
to  County  Councils,  proposed, 
423,456. 

Roman  Catholic  schools,  superio- 
rity of.  417,  418,  439,  453. 

Staffing  of  Schools,  401,  402,  429, 
463. 

Sub-divisions  of  classes ~ extrava- 
gant and  senseless  system, 
427,  428,  435. 
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Ireland-  cont. 

Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply — amt. 
Teachers. 

Appointments  and  dismissals 
exclusively  in  hands  of 
managers,  436,  461. 

Payment  bv  reeulte,  abofitioD 
of,  hardships  entailed  by, 
446. 

Profession  of,  j^acing  on  an 
equality  with  other  pro- 
fessions, 410,  413,  425. 

Status  and  Remuneratioo 
grievances,  402,  403,  ^5. 
444,463. 

Training— remodelling  present 
system  propoera,  410, 
411. 

Technical  Education,  Administra- 
tion of,  437,  457. 

University  education  and  training, 
facilities  for,  410,  411,  426u 

Dohem  School,  Clo6ing_of ,  Reawui  for. 
Q.   Mr.    P.    A.   McHugh;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  19,  534. 

Droumtacher  National  Sdiool,  Salary 
of  Principal  teacher  at — Inspection 
of  School,  etc 

Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  364. 

Epidemics  in  Schools,  RegulatJons  as 
to  Closing,  teacher's  Sal&zy,  etc 
Q.    Mr.    S.    Young;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  95,  1056- 
1056. 

Irish  Language,  see  that  title. 

Lislea  National  School— Appointment 
of  Local  Manager. 
Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  18,  363-364. 

National  School  Teachers,  aee  thai  Otk. 
London  Act. 

Provided  Schools,  Grouping  of,  post- 
poning operation  of  Act  as  regards 
Q.  Dr.  Macnamara;  A.  Sir 
W.  Anson,  Apr.  27,  130O- 
1301. 

Section  2,  Date  of  coming  into  opera- 
tion. 
Q.  Dr.  Macnamara;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  S7,  1290-1300. 

Section  7,  postponing  operation  of. 
Q.    Dr.    Macnamara;    A.   Sir   W. 
Anson,  Apr.  £7,  1300. 

Physical  Exercises  —  Report   presented, 
Apr.  18,  325  ;  Apr.  19,  483. 

Pupil  Teachers,  see  subheading  Teachers. 

Schools. 

Barton  -  on  -  Humber,     Provision   of 
school   accommodation — Decision 
of  the  Board. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Griffith ;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  15,  298. 
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Dohera  National  School,  Reasons  i<Jt 
closing.  ^ 

Q,  Mr.  P.  A.  M»Hugh ;  A.Ut, 
Wyndham,  Apr,  19,  534. 

Droumtacher  National  School,  Salary 
of  Princinal  Teacher  at— Inspec- 
tion of  Scnool,  etc. 

Q,  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell;  A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  IS,  364. 

Epidemics  in,  Regulations  as  to  closing, 
Teacher's  Salary,  etc. 

Q,  Mr.  S.  Young;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  25,  1065- 
1066. 

Glyn-Traian,  Draft  Final  Order  for» 
holding  Local  Inquiry  into. 
Q,  Mr.  H.  Roberts  ;  A,  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr,  27,  1298-1299. 

Hay  wards     Heath,    New    Voluntary 
School  at,  Oflfer  of,  refused. 
Q,  Mr.  E.  Griffith ;  A,  Sir  W. 

Anson,  Apr,  15,  298. 
Q,    Mr.  J.   Hope;    A,  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  21,  835-836. 

Lislea.  Appointment  of  Local  Manager. 
Q.  Mr.  Lonsdale;   A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  18,  363-364. 

Lists  presented,  Apr.  12,  A;  Apr,  19, 

479. 
New  and  Altered,  Necessity  to  sub- 
mit Plans  to  Ekiucation  Depart- 
ment. 
Q.   Mr.   Lambert;    A,   Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  25,  1034. 

Plaistow,  Provision  of  accommodation 
— Decision  of  the  Board. 

Q,  Mr.  E.  Griffith  ;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  15,  298. 

Voluntaiy  Schools'  Maoagers,  London 
County    and     Bo.ough     Council 
Appointments. 
Q.    Dr.    Macnamara  \    A.     Sir 
W.  Auson,  Apr,  27,  1299. 

Weymouth,  Provision  of  accommoda- 
tion— Decision  of  the  Board. 
Q,  Mr.  E.  Griffith  ;   A,  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr,  15,  299. 
Scotland. 

Cookery  Instruction. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A,  Mr.  S.  Dickson, 
Apr.  20, 1053. 
Defective    and    Epileptic     Children, 
Making  provision  for. 
Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A.    Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Apr,  25, 1029. 
Districts. 

Valuation  and  Population  of. 

Q.    Mr.  Crombie ;  A,   Mr. 
A.  G.  Murray,  Apr,  98, 
1431. 
Return  showing. 
Q,  Mr.  Maxwell;  A,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Murray,  Apr,  18, 
360. 
Return  Presented,  Apr.  28, 
1407. 
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Scotland— eon^. 

Distriots— oon^. 

New  School  Board— Return  pre- 
sented, Apr.  27,  1286  ;  Apr. 
28.  1407. 

Grants  in  Aid  —  Minute  presented, 
Apr,  25,  1017,  1023. 

Highland  Crofting  Counties,  Number 
of  Teachers  in  —  School  Board 
Pensions  granted  since  1898. 
Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  8.  Dick- 
son,  Apr.  25,  1053-1054. 

Local   Taxation  Account  —  Amount 
available   for  distribution   to   31 
Mar.  1903. 
Q.  Mr.  Cildwell;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Apr,  U,  185. 

Teachers,  Superannuation  of  — 
Amended  Rule  presented,  Apr.  26, 
1016, 1023. 

Secondary  and  Technical. 

Scotland. 

Cookery  Instruction. 
Q,  lit.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  S.  Dick- 
son, Apr.  20,  1053. 

Tulliallau  and  Culross,  Grants  for. 
Q,  Mr.  E.  Wason  ;    ^.  Mr.  A. 
G.  Murray,  Apr,  20, 685. 
Teachers. 

Highland  Crofting  Counties,  Numbers 
in— School  Board  Pensionsgran ted 
since  1898. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  S.  Dick- 
son,  Apr,  25, 1053-1054. 

National  School  Teachers  Ireland,  «ee 
iha;t  HiU. 

Pupil. 

Appointments  of,  dating,  previous 

to    publishing    Examination 

Results,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    B.   Robinson ;  A. 

Sir  W.  Anson,  Apr.  20. 

671-^72. 

Cost  of  training,  Account  debited 
with,  Apr.  20,  683,  684. 

Future  Service  of,  Proposals  as  to. 
q.    Mr.  E.  Gray ;  A.    Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr,  20,  684-685. 

Superannuation— Amended  Rule 
presented,  Apr,  25, 1016, 1023. 

(Scotland)— Amended  Rule  pre- 
sented, Apr,  25,  1016, 1023. 

Training  Colleges. 

Ireland— Settlement  of  1890,  Approval 
of  Commissioners  etc.— Clami  of 
Provincial  Colleges  with  respect 
to  Free  Homes. 
Q,  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  18,  382-383. 

Lists  presented,  Apr.  12,  4 ;  Apr.  19, 
479. 

[cofU, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Edu-EUJ 


Education— c<wi<. 

Underfed  Children— Provision  of  Meals  bv 
Local  Education  Authority,  proposed 
MoHon  [Mr.  C.  Hay]  Apr,  fO,  781. 

Wales. 

Authorities   bringing    the    Act    into 
Force — Number  in   each    Month 
since  April  1903  etc. 
Q.  Sir  G.  White;    A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  18,  353-354. 

Carmarthen  County  Council— Refusal 
to  administer  Act  of  1902. 

Expenses  incurred  by  Managers, 
repayment  of  by  the  Board 
and  deducted  from  Grant. 
Os,  Sir  W.  Anson,  Apr,  26^ 
1205  ;      Mr.      Lloyd- 
George,  1207. 
Inquiry  into — Report. 

Presented,  Apr,  21,  810,  835. 

Tabling. 

Q,  Col.  liOckwood;  A,  Sir 

W.    Anson,    Apr,    91, 

836. 

Defaulting   Authorities,    Particulars 

and  Names  of. 

Q.  Mr  A.  Davies  ;   A.  Sir  W. 

Anson,  Apr,  SS,  1445-1446. 

Glyn-Traian  National  School,  Draft 
Final  Order  for,  holding  Local 
Inquiry  into. 

fr.  H.  Roberts  ;  A.  Sir  W. 

Anson,  Apr,  27, 1298-1299. 

Grants   under    the    Old     and  New 
Systems. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Davies  ;  A.  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  28,  1446. 

Intermediate  Education   Act,  1889 — 
Report   on    Administration   pre- 
sented, Apr,  12,  5  ;  Apr,  19,  483. 
Roman   Catholic  Schools— Numbers, 
Attendance. 
Q.    Mr.  A.  Davies  ;  A,  Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr,  28, 1446. 

Education  Board  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (London)  Bill 
L  1E.»  Apr.  19,  478. 

Education  [Local  Authority  Default]  Bill 

c.  Introduced  Apr,  26, 1203. 

1R.»  Apr.  26, 1212. 
Debate  on  Introduction  [Commons]  Apr, 
26, 12(^ 
Expenses    incurred    by     Managers, 
repayment  of  by  the  Board  and 
deduction  from  Grant,  proposed, 
1205. 
Inquiry  into  Educational  condition  o^ 
Carmarthen,  1204,  1207. 

Refusal  of  certain  authorities  to  carnr 
out  Provisions  of  Act  of  1902, 
1204, 1206. 

Expenditure  under, 
6,  Dr.  Macnamara  ;   il.   Sir  W  Anson, 
Apr,  28,  1444-1446. 
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Non-provided   Schools,  Powers  of  Local 
Authorities 
Q,    Dr.    Macnamara;   A.  Sir    w. 
Anson,  April  28, 1445. 
Section  16  of  the  Act  of  1902,  suggesleii 
substitution  for. 
Q,  Dr.    Macnamara ;    ^.    Sir   W. 
Anson,  Apr,  28,  1444. 


Education  (Scotland)  Bill 
Date  of  Second  Reading. 
O.    Dr.  Farquarpon ;     A. 
BaMovLT,  Apr,  14,211, 


Mr.    A.  J. 


Egypt 

Cotton  Cultivation. 

Report  presented,  Apr.  IS,  76  ;    Apr. 

19, 482. 
08,    Mr.  Rutherford,  Apr.  27,  1371 ; 
Mr.  Fielden,  1377  ;  Mr.  Emmott, 
1381,  1383  ;  Mr.  Lyttelton,  1393. 
Finances.  Administration  and  Condition- 
Report  presented,  Apr.  12,  41  ;    Apr. 
19,  m>. 
Guaranteed  Loan  of  1885 — Account  pre- 
sented, Apr.  12,  5  ;  Apr,  19,  484. 

Electric   Lic^htina:    Proyisional    Ordm 
(No.  1)  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Apr.  26,  1176. 

[No.  2]  Bill 

/.  1R.»  Apr,  28,  942. 

[No.  3]  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Apr.  22, 942. 

Elibank,  Master  of,  [Edinburgh,  Midlothian] 
Dockyards,    Naval  —  Apnointing   Naval 
Officers  as  Ordnance  Inspectors,  Apr. 
18,368. 

Ellice,  Capt.  E.  C.  [St  Andrews  Burghs] 
Trawlers,  English,  Under  Norwegian  Fla^ 
Apr,  27, 1302. 

ElUot  Mr.  A.  E.  D.  [Durham] 

Army  Expenditure,  Reduction  in,  proposed, 

Apr.  21,  877. 
Com  Duty,  Repeal  of—Re-imposition  of, 

proposed,  Apr.  21,  874,  875. 

South  African  War,  History  of— Arrange- 
ments for  Compilation  and  Time  to  be 
Occupied,  Apr,  13,  77. 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  'E.—Temporary    Chairman  of 
Commi^^eef,  [Nottingham,  Rushdifie] 

House  of  Commons. 

Divisions,  ReeulatioDS  as  to  With- 
drawal of  Strangers,  Apr.  28, 
1490. 

Ventilation  and  Sanitation  of,  Apr. 
28, 1479. 

Population,  Revenue  and  Expenditure 
Return,  Granting,  .^pr.  25,  1058. 
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Ellis,  Mr.  J.  'K—cont, 

Transvaal. 

Chinese  Ijabonr,  Importation  of — Sus- 
pending Operations  daring  Preva- 
lence of  Plague  at  Hong-Kong 
and  Johunoettbarg,  Apr,  18y  374. 

Land  Settlement  Scheme,  Progress  of 
Return— ^pr.  liS,  20. 

Magbtrates — Date  of   Granting  Re-  ' 
turn  giving  Names,  Agee,    etc., 
Apr,  12,  20. 

Minss.  Mortality  ivL^Apr,  iJ?,  19 ;  Apr, 
S8,  1442. 

Ely  Estate,  Fermanagh 

Decrees  for  Rent  against  Tenants — Expe- 
diting Sale  to  Tenants. 
Q.  M-.  E.  Mitchell;  A.  Mr. Atkin- 
soil,  Api',  as,  1419-1450. 

Eiysee  Palaos  Hotel  Company  Bill 

c2vL*  Apr,  i9,  516. 

Emigration  and  Immigration 

Canada,  Increase  in  Number  of  Emigrants 
to. 

0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr,  25,  1066. 

Ireland,  Emigration  from. 

Averages  from  1885  to  1903— Effect  of 
Work  of  Agricultural  and  Techni- 
cal Instruction  Department,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  W.  Abraham ;  A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  14,  203. 

Statistics  for  1903  presented,  Apr.  18, 
352;  Apr.  19,^2. 

Report  of  Bjard  of  Trade  for  1903,  Date 
of  issue  of, 
Q,  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Apr,  14,  186. 

Stati-«tioal  Tables  for  1903  —  Return 
ordered  Apr.  27,  1287  —  Presented, 
Apr.  28,  1423. 

Emmott,  Mr.  A.  [Oldham.] 

Congo  Free  State. 

British       Subjects,       Injuries       to. 
Memoranda  on,  tabling,  etc.,  Apr, 
19,  527-528. 

Natives,  Ill-treatment  of.  Reply  to 
Congo  Government,  Request  for 
Facts  as  to,  Apr.  19,  528. 

Cotton  in  India,  Consumption,  Growth 
and  Export  of,  Apr.  19,  522. 

Cotton  Industry,  Candition  of,  Apr,  27, 
1379. 

Tea,  a-iditional  2il.  per  pound  on — Budget 
proposal,  Apr,  f7,  1314-17. 

Erne,  Biver. 

Laying  down  young  Trout  io, 
Q,  Mr.  E.  Mitchell  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  26,  1186. 

Esmcmde,  Sir  T.  G.  [Wexford,  N.] 

Davies  v.  The  Crown,  Cause  of  Delay  in 
8ettlin}(  Case,  Apr.  28,  1436. 

VOL.  CXXXIII.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Esmonde,  Sir  T.  Q.-^'ont. 

Lanl  Purchase -Repayment  of  Annuities 
— Tabling  Reseivable  Order  from, 
Apr.  18,  362. 

Wexford,  Fishery  Piers  in.  Construction 
and  Repair  of,  Apr.  18,  383. 

Essex  Begiment,  2nd  Battalion. 

Resumption  of  purple  facings  and  old  title 
"Pompadours     proposed. 
Q.  Sir  Carne  Rasch ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  14,  192. 

Evictions,  Ireland. 

Dopping  Estate,  N. ,  Longford — Case  of  D. 
Al^ligan. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  .4.  Mr.  At- 
kinson, Apr.  28,  1447. 

Lloyd's  Estate,  King's  County,  Applica- 
tion for  Re-instatement    oy    evicted 
Tenant,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Reddy ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  25,  1054. 

Luggacurren  Estate,  Considering  Claims 
for  Re-instatement. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond  ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  18,  393-394. 

White  Estate,  Tenants  evicted  from,  steps 
to  be  taken  with  regard  to, 
Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly;  A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham, Apr,  19,  533. 

Excise. 

see  Customs  and  Excise. 

Expenditure. 

see  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Explosions. 

Curtis  and  Harvey,  Messrs.,  Factory  at 
Cliflb. 
Report  presented   Apr,    18,    351  ; 
Apr.  19,  481,  518. 

Exports  and  Imports. 

Germany— Imports  to,  and  exports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  during  ten  years 
—Return  presented,  Apr.  18,  352. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Hobts  and  Teagles,  Construction,  Arrange- 
ment and  Fencing  of  —  Report  pre- 
sented, Apr.  28,  1408,  1423.     • 

Tenement   Houses   used   as   Workshops, 
Inspection  of. 
Q.    Mr.   F.   Ridley;    A.    Mr.   A. 
Douglas,  Apr,  19,  620. 

Earqoharson,  Dr.  B.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.] 

Agriculture — Assistant  Inspectors— Quali- 
fications excusing  a  Preliminary  Ex- 
amination, Apr,  21,  848. 

E  lucation,  Scotland,  Bill  rela'  ing  to — Date 
of  Second  Reading,  Apr,  I4, 211. 

House  of  Commons. 

Artistic  Decorations  of,  Apr,  28, 1469. 

Ladies'  Gallery,  Inadequate  Accommo- 
dation in,  et-c,  Apr,  28,  1469. 
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Farquhanon,  Dr.  ti,—cont. 

House  of  Commons— con^ 

Ventilation  and  Sanitation  of,  Apr.  t8, 
1468,  1469. 

Nigeria,  Northern,  Military  Operations, 
July,  1903,  Tabling  Despatches  relating 
to,  Apr,  ee,  1193. 

Tubercnlosis  (Animals)  Compensation  Bill, 
2r.  Apr.  15,  339. 

War  Office  Reconstitution  Committee 
Refwrt — Health  of  the  Army — Oppor- 
tunity for  Discussion,  Apr.  IS,  84. 

FamU,  J.  P. 

Ballinacross,  Mr.  Robiuson's  Farm  at — 
Sale  through  Estates  Comnussioners, 
Offer  alleged,  Api-.  14,  189. 

House  of  Commons— Method  of  taking 
Divisions,  Apr.  es,  1489. 

King-Harman  Estate. 

Compulsory  Sale—Circular  issued  to 
Tenants  by  Solicitors,  Apr.  14, 
189. 

Plant,  W.  H.,  Q'lality  and  Price  of 
Land  offered  to  —  Inspection  by 
Estates  Commission  Officer,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  Id,  296. 

Longford. 

Casack  Estate,  Progress  of  Sale- 
Granting  Return  showing  Names 
of  intending  Purchasers,  etc.,  Apr. 
S5,  1056 ;  Apr.  ^7,  1304. 

Dopping  Estate— Considerinff  A  pplica- 
tion  of  D.  Mulligan  for  Ke*instate- 
ment,  Apr.  SS,  1447. 

Drnmmeel  Bog,  Obligation  of  Estates 
Commissioners  to  assume  Position 
of  Public  Trustees  of,  Apr.  25, 
1056-1067. 

White  Estate,  Sale  of,  Application  of 
Mary  Hand,  A^yr.  i8,  1447. 

Murray,  late  J.,  of  Rhodesia,  Missing 
Property  of,  Apr.  28,  1442. 

North  Wall  Station,  Dublin,  inadequacy  of 
transit  facilities  at,  Apr.  S7,  1298. 

Post  Office. 

Postmen's  Duties,  Apr.  28,  1464. 

Sub-Postmasters,  Complaints  as  to 
inadequacy  of,  Remimeration  to, 
Apr.  26,  1196. 

Tea  Duty  in  Ireland — total  amount  paid 
up  to  31st  Mar.  1904.  Apr.  26,  1189; 
Apr.  28,  1460. 

Felixstowe  Gas  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Apr.  28,  1406. 

Fellowes,  Mr.  A. 

Agriculture. 

Education  in  Great  Britain  and 
Abroad,  Amounts  spent  on,  Apr. 
25,  1035. 
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Agriculture— cont 

Inspectors,  Assistant  ~  Quaiificttioft- 
excusing  a  Preliminary  ExiiniiM 
tion,  Apr.  21,  848. 

Number  of  Persons  engaged  in  Engk*  d 

and  Wales,  Apr.  IS,  379. 
Railway  Rates,   Redaction  of,  Step* 

taken  to  effect,  1903-4,  Apr.  ^5. 

1036-1036. 
Scotland— Number  of  Persons  engagtd 

in,  Apr.  21,  847. 
Animals— Contagious  Diseases,  Statistkn 

concerning,  Apr.  IS,  362. 
Antbraz   in    Norfolk— Compensatioa  for 
animals  dying  of  the  disease,  propoied. 
Apr.  14,  185. 
Cattle. 

Argentine  —  Prohibition  of  impocU- 

tion  of  live  cattle  from,  Apr.  Ih 

199. 
Canadian,  Reason  for  non-importation 

of,  Apr.  IS,  38a 
Fisheries,    damage    to,    by   Navtl  Speep 
Trials  off  Cornwall,  Apr.  28, 143i 

Fenwick,  Mr-  C-    [Northumberland,  Wm^ 
beck] 
Mines,   Child  Labour    in— Power  of  In 
spectors  to  vary  hours,  Apr  IS,  80. 

Fermsson,  Et   Hon.  Sir  X  [Mancheiter, 
N.E.] 
Birmingham   and    Southwark  Buhoprio 
Bm— Date  of  Second  Reading,  Apr. 
21,  844,  856. 

Fermanagli 

Arms  Act,  Proclamation  under. 
0.  Mr.  E.  MitcheU  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhwi. 
Apr.  26,  1185-1186. 
Land   Purchase    in— Cases   of  Delay  in 
Settlements,  ,    , 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Mitchell ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Apr.  26, 1186. 

Fertilisen  and  Feeding  Stofb 

Amended  regulations    to  Act  prewited, 
Apr.  19,  484. 

Ffrench,  Mr.  F-  [Wexford,  S.] 

Land  Judge's  Court,  Ireland— Procedure, 
Delays,  &c.,  Apr.  IS,  164. 

Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St  Patrick] 

Civil  Service  Commission,  Qualifications  of 

Examiners  to,  etc.,  Apr.  28,  1436. 
Contracts  for  the  Army,  exclusion  of  Irt'^ 

Firms,  Apr.  U,  234,  236,  254. 
Crown  and  Quit  Rente,  Totol  Amount  ok- 

Provision  of    Forestry    Uepsrtoent 

from,  Apr.  18,  387. 
Dublin-  Board  of  Trade  Branch,  propoeed. 

Apr.  26,  1178-1179. 
Education,  Ireland,  Primary— AntiQ«^ 

and  inadequate  system,  Apr.  10,  «» 
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Ezohequer  and  Audit  Officials,  Number 
Rank  and  Stations  of ,  Apr,  S8,  1426. 

Gambling;  in  futures  in  Cotton,  &c. 

Inquiry  proposed,  Apr,  US,  7  ;  Apr.  18 

Stamp  duty  suggested, 'il/?r.  iSS^  1179. 

Ireland,  Bank  of,  Sayin£;s  Banks  Stock 
transfer  to,  proposed,  Apr.  27,  1290. 

Navy,  Bread  Contract  for—  Acceptance  of 
bigheet  tender  at  Berehaven,  Apr.  B6, 
1026.       ' 

Patent  Office,  Iri^h  Branch  proposed, 
Apr,  26,  1178. 

Stationery  supplied  to  Irish  Public  Offices 
— Amount  paid,  names  of  contrac- 
tors, &c.,  Apr,  27,  1287. 

Tuberculosis  [Animals]  Compensation  Bill, 
2R.,  ilpr.  16,  332. 

Tielder,  Mr.  E.  B.  [Lancashire,  Middleton] 
Cotton  Industry,  condition    of,  Apr.    27, 
1373. 

financial  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 

Mr,  E.  G.  Pretyman, 

Knancial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 

Mr,  W,  Bromley- Davenport. 

Pinlay,  Sir  B.  B.—Attorney-General  [Inver- 
ness Burghs] 

Army. 

Act — Reprinting  with  Amendments, 
proposed,  Apr.  14,  291. 

Courts  of  Inquiry,  powers  of,  and 
method  of  proceduro,  Apr.  IS,  149 1 
Apr.  14,  291. 

Army  (Annual)  Bill,  Apr.  18,  (Jom.  476. 

Solicitors. 

Defaulting  —  Creation  of  a  Public 
Trustee,  Apr.  18,  366. 

Malpractices  by— Number  struck  oflf 
the  i-oll  since  1899,  Apr.  U,  186. 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 
2R,  Apr.  22,  1002. 

Fintona 

Loan  Fund  Society,  Financial  position  of, 
etc. 
Q,  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  12, 23. 

First  Commissioner  of  Works 

Lord  Windsor, 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
Earl  of  SelboTM 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  BcUfour, 
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Fiscal  Policy 

Preferential  Tariffs. 

Colonial  Resolutions  as  to. 
Q.  Sir  G.  Parker ;  ^.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  18,  872-373, 

Q9,  Sir  G.  Parker,  Major  Seely ;  A. 
Mr.  Lyttelton,  Apr.  20,  679. 
New  Zealand  proposals. 

Os.  Earl  Beauchampi  Apr.  21,  830  ; 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  880, 832 ; 
Marquess  of  Ripon  831,  832: 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  831 ;  Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh.  832. 

Government  Policy   at   ensuing   general 
election. 
Q.  Mr.  Black  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Apr.  14,  211. 

Fisher,  Mr.  W.  H.  [Fulham] 

Aliens  Bill,  2e.  Apr.  26, 1091.  ^ 

Fisheries 

Battleships  speed  trials  on  measured  mile 
at  Polperro,  Damage  done  to  fishing 
mdustry    by— Question    of   compen- 
sation, etc, 
0$.    Lord  Tweedmouth,    Apr.   26, 

1170;  Lord  Selbome  1173. 
Q.  Sir  L.  Moleswarth  ;  A.   Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  Apr.  28, 1431-1432. 
Ireland. 

American  Duty  on  Irish   Mackerel, 
Increase  of— Addressing    R^^pre- 
sentation  to  U.  S.   A.    Govern- 
ment. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A,  Earl 
Percy,  Apr.  18,  377. 

Erne,  River,  laying  down  young  Trout 
in. 
Q.  Mr.   E.  Jlitchell;  A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  26,  1185. 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  Fund—Trans- 
fer of  powers  from  Works  Depart- 
ment to  Agriculture  Department. 
Apr.  19,  484. 

Wexford  Piers,  Construction  and  Re- 
pair of. 
Q.   Sir  T.   Esmonde;  A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  18,  386. 
Youghal    Bay    Sahnon     Fisheries- 
Restrictions   placed    on    Fisher- 
mere,  taking  steps  as  to. 
Q.    Capt.    Donelan;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Apr,  27, 1306. 
Scotland. 

Clyde— Foreign  trawlers  and  sale  of 
immature  fish— Legislation  to  re- 


move anomalies  proposed. 
Marquess  of  Huntl 
19,  613. 


0.  Marquess  of  Huntiy,  Apr. 
19, 613.  ^       ^ 

Moray   Firth  —  Landing   regulations 

for  foreign  vessels— legialation  to 

remove  anomalies  proposed 

Os.  Marquess  of  Huntley,  Aw 

if^  612;  Earl  of^l^; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


614. 


Fis-Fra] 


Fisheries— co'*^. 

Scotland — eont 

Protection  of,  Names  of  Vess^h  en- 
gaged in. 
Q.  Mr.    Weir;  A,   Mr.   A.  G. 
Murray,  Apr.  19,  632. 
Sea. 

Nortli  Sea— Convention  of  powers  for 
protection  of  immatore  fish  pro- 
posed. 
Os.    Lord    Tweedmonth,  Apr, 
19,  604, 509  ;  Lord  Heneage, 
606. 
Sea  Fisheries  Bill  ut  th%t  title. 
Trawling  see  (hat  title. 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  E.  G.  "[Wiltshire,  Criok- 

lade] 

War  OflBce  Cottages  in  Wiltshire,  Notices 
to  qnit,  ^pr.  f  ^,  1181. 

Flavin,  Mr.  IL  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 

Dogs,  Exemption  of  from  vivisection  ex- 
periments proposed,  Apr.  IS,  180. 

Land  Purchase  Annuities,  Calculation  of, 
under  different  Acts,  etc.,  Apr.  18, 
3d5-366. 

Lbburn  Disturbances— Police  Protection, 
etc.,  Apr.  19,668. 

Tibet  expedition,  Shells  for,  Apr.  14,  193. 

Foreign  Office 

Secretary   of  StcUe —M&Tqueas    of    Lans- 

downe. 
Under  Secretary  ^EtLvi  Percy. 

Forster,  Sergeant,  L  T. 

Arrears  of  Pay  due  to,  Cause  of  Delay  in 
Payment. 
Q.    Mr.    S.     MacNeill;     A.     Mr. 
Arnold- Forster,  Apr.  S8,  1439- 
1440. 

Foster,  Sir  H.  [London  University] 

House  of  Commons,  Ventilation  and  Sani- 
tation of,  Apr.  £8,  1464. 

War  Office  Reconstitntion  Comiuittee 
Report — Health  of  the  Army  —  Dis- 
cussion, Apr.  18,  23. 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.  [Derbyshire,  Rkeston] 

Cigai-ettes,  Consumption  of,  in  1903-4, 
Apr.  22,  956. 

Danysz's  Virus  for  Rat  Destruction,  Ex- 
periments with,  at  Cape  Town,  Apr., 
h,  678. 

Devon  and  Cornwall,  Provision  of  harbours 
of  refuge  in,  proposed,  Apr,  $8, 1524. 

House  of  Commons — ^Ventilation,  sanita- 
tion, heating  and  lighting  arrange- 
mento,  Apr.  28,  1472-4. 

Plague. 

Honff  Kong— Number  of  eases  from 
Jan.  to  Mar.  1904,  Apr,  14,  195. 

India— Deaths  in  Bombay  and  Bengal 
from  27  Feb.  to  26  Mar.,  Apr.  IS, 

78. 
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Poor  Law  Children,  Number  of,  baird«d 


out  in  England  and  Wales,  Apr.  SI, 

836. 
Poor  L%w  Institutions,  Corporal  ponish 

ment  in,  Apr.  27,  1291. 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  U. 

325. 

Fowler,  Et  Hon.  Sir  H.  H.  [ Wolvcrhamptor 
E.] 
Asia,    British    and    Russian   sj^eres  of 

interest   in,    amicable    definition  o; 

pioposed,  Apr.  13,  124,  125. 

Budget,  General  policy  of,  affording  oppor- 
tunity for  discussion  of,  Apr.  19,  a97. 

Expenditure,  Growth  of,  Apr.  19,&a', 
Apr.  27,  1347. 

Responsibility  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
Apr.  19,  592,  697. 

Financial  position  of  the  country,  Gnnty 
of,  Apr.  19,  602,  603,  606,  606. 

Indian  Coolie  Immi^ation  into  Trinidid 
and  British  Guiana — TransYaal  Labour 
Ordinance — Dates  of  publishing  Ordi- 
nances, Apr.  18,  374. 

Sinking  Fund,  Suspension  of,  Objectiooi 
to,  Apr.  19,  596. 

Tea  Duty,  Additional  2d.  per  poond  oa- 
Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  19,  593 ;  Apr, 
27, 1346, 13^. 

Tibet  Expedition,  Objects  of  Policy  of 
H.M.  Government,  etc  ,  Apr.  13,  1^- 
125. 

Transvaal— Departmental  Supplies,  Com- 
mission of  Crown  Agents  forPoithaK 
of,  Apr.  26,  1044. 

Valuation  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  26, 1203. 

France 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  Uff^ 
Granting  Return  relative  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Tennant ;  -4.  Mr.  A  Doog 
las,  Apr.  20,  672, 
Arbitration  Treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
Bill,  Introduction  of,  and  PreientatioB 
of  further  Papers. 
Os.  KarlSpenoer,-4pr.i5,«5: 
Marquess    of    Lanadowue, 
486. 
DesMtch     Forwarding    Agreementi 
Presented,  Apr,  12,  5;  Apr.  1^, 
480. 
Discussion  in  the  Hoose,  Opportanit; 
for. 
Qs.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  Mr.  i- 
Robertson,  Sir  H.  Caof 
bell-Bannerman,    Mr.  ^• 
Bowles;    As,    Mr.  A.  J 
Balfour,  Apr.  14, 207,  ^ 
209,210. 
Os.  Earl  Spencer,  Apr.  19, 485: 
Marquess   of    LsDadowne, 
486. 
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Pranoe — coru. 

Arbitration— con^. 

Newfoaodland  French  Shore. 

Establishmente  to  be  relinquished. 
Q,   Mr.  Moon ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr,  SO,  617. 

Indemnity,  Payment  of. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;   A,  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Apr,  I4,  210. 

Suez   Canal  Convention— Suspension 
of  Paragraphs  prescribing  Annual 
Meeting  01  Agents. 
Qs,    Mr.  G.  Bowles ;   As.  Earl 
Percy,  Apr,  I4,  196,  197. 

Text. 

Date  of  Publication  of. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr,  1$,  28. 

Variations  in  French  and  English 
Texts— Binding  Version. 

Q,  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Earl 
Percy,  Apr.  18,  376. 

Education — Uoderfeil  children   in    Paris, 
Meals  for —success  of  system. 
0,  Mr.  C.  Hay,  Apr,  £0,  787. 

Navy— Total  Warship  tonnage  1895  and 
1904. 
Q,  Mr.  Yerburgh;    A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Apr,  25,  1028. 

Paris,  see  thai  title, 

Siam,  Agreements  with  —  Publication  of 
Terms. 
Q,   Sir  C.   Dilke ;   A.   Earl  Percy, 
Apr,  19,  529-530. 

Trade  Reports  presented,  Apr,  28,  1407. 

Franchise 

Companies*  Act,  limited   by  —  Proposed 
Amendment  of  Act. 
Q,  Mr.  E.  Gray  ;  ^4.  Mr.  G.  Lawson, 
Apr,  eo,  685. 

limded  and  ITnfimded  Debts 

See  National  Debt. 
Galloway,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.] 
Ritualistic  Practices  in  the  Church,  Ad- 
journment to  Discuss,  proposed,  Apr. 

19,  sm, 
Oalway 

Constabulary  Constable,  Alleged   Assault 
by. 
Q,  Mr.  Hayden;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  18,  891-392. 

Docks,  Dredging,  Entrance  to. 

Q,  Mr.   C.  Devlin  ;   A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Apr,  27,  1304. 

Telephone  Communication  with  Dublin, 
establlBbing. 
Q,  Mr.  C.Devlin;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr,  27,  1302. 

Ckunbling 

Futures,  Dealing  in. 
Inquiry,  proposed. 
Qs,    Mr.    Field  ;    As,    Mr.    A.    J. 
Balfour,  Apr,  12,  7;  Apr.  18, 
394,  395. 
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Q,  Mr.  Field  ;  'A,  Mr.  A.  Ohamber- 
Uin,  Apr,  26,  1179. 

Oanlt  Estate 

Compulsory  Sale,  Reason  for  Delay  of— 
Defect  in  Title,  alleged. 
0.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  ^pr.  13,  161. 

Germany 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance  Laws, 
Granting  Return,  relative  to. 
Q,  Mr.  Tennant;  A.  Mr.  A.  Doug- 
las, Apr,  2 ),  672. 

Emperor  of,  Admitting,  to  View  Defence 
Works  at  Gibraltar. 

Q,  Sir  C.  Rasch ;  ^.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr,  26,  1192. 

Navy. 

Increase  in  Constiuciion. 

Os,  Sir  C.  Dilke.  Apr.  12,  45. 
Total   Warship    Tonnage,    1895    and 
1904. 

Q.    Mr.    Yerburah ;    -4.     Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr,  25,  1028. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr,  19,  481  ; 
Apr,  26,  1168. 

Trade  with— Exports  to  United  Kingdom 
and  Imports  from,  Value  of—Return 
presented,  Apr.  18,  352. 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Alban  G.  H.  [London] 

Letter  Delivery  in  Citv  of  London  — 
Earlier  Delivery  in  Morning,  proposed. 
Apr,  15,  297. 

Gibraltar 

Defences  of. 

German  Emperor,  permitting,  to  view, 
etc. 

Q,  SirC.  Rasch;  ^.  Mr.Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  26,  1192. 

Regulations  as  to  Admission  of  For- 
eigners to  View. 
Q,  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A,  Mr.  Prety- 
man, Apr.  25,  1026-1027. 

Gilbert  Islands 

Maladministration  and  Injustice,  alleged — 
Inquiry— tabling  Report,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Wason  ;   ^.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr,  27,  12W,  1295. 

Gilhooly,  Mr.  J.  [Cork  Co.,  E.] 

Castletown,  Berebaven  and  Bantry  Har- 
bours, Dredging  of,  Apr,  19,  533. 

Cafetletown  PosUl  Service,  Improvement 

of,  Apr.  19,  537. 
White  Estate,  Tenants  evicted  from,  Apr, 

19,  633. 

Glyn-Traian 

National  School  at.  Draft  Final  Order  for, 
holding  Local  Inquiry  inta 
Q.    Mr.   II.   RoberU;   A.   Sir  W. 
Anson,  Apr.  27,  1298-1299. 
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Ooddard,  Mr.  D.  P.  [Ipswich] 

HoQse  of  Commona-  Fire,  stepe  taken  to 
safeguard  the  boildings  from,  etc, 
Apr.  £8,  1471. 

Oold  Coast  Colony 

Railway,  Government— Parchase  of  Coal 
through    Crown    Agents  —  Average 
Price,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr.  18,  367. 

Oomenal  Gas  Bill 

/.  ^R.*  Apr.  gl,  788. 

Gordon,  H^jor  W.  Evans  [Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney] 
Aliens  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  t5,  1083, 1115. 

House  of  Commons,  Telephone  Accommo- 
dation, Inadequacy  of,  Apr.  28, 1461. 

Oorsti  Kt  Hon.  Sir  J.  K  [Cambridge  Uni- 
veraity] 

Army  Expenditure,  Reduction  in,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  n,  864. 

Budget— Deficit  on  Budget  of  1903-4, 
Methods  of  meeting,  Apr.  Bl,  863. 

Education. 

Ireland— Primary,  Antiquated  and 
Inadequate  System  of,  Apr.  18, 

Underfed  Children  —  Provision  of 
Meals  by  I^ocal  Education 
Authority,  proposed,  Apr.  W, 
789. 

Navy— Expenditure,  Increase  in,  Apr.  gl, 
864.  I     r         . 

Taxation— War  Taxes,  Necessity  for  con- 
tinuing, Apr.  27,  1336,  1337. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  ^,  1337,  1338. 

Transvaal,  Central  African  Labourers  in. 
Mortality  among.  Tabling  Papers, 
Apr.  £8,  liiQ.  ^ 

Goschen,  Vise. 

Outdoor  (Relief  Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
2b.  Apr.  21,  826. 

Oosport  Water  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Apr.  19,  616. 

Oovemment  Insiiranoes  and  Annuities 
Account  presented,  Apr.  12,  6. 

Ck>yemment  Stock 

Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,  realisation 
of— Budget  proposal. 

0.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr, 
19y  552-3  ;  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
686;     Mr.    McCrae,    623; 
Mr.   McKenna,  628;    Mr. 
G.   Bowles,   Apr.  21,  881; 
Mr.  J.  Walton,  911. 
Amount   remaining   after  deduction, 
methods  adopted  to  trace  Stock- 
holders, etc. 

Q.     Sir  J.  Leng;    A.     Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Am\  27, 1288. 
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Grant,  Mr.  C.  [Warwickshire,  Rugby] 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Kll, 

Chm,  Apr.  I4,  265. 
Licensing  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  tO,  751. 

Grants-in-aid 

System  of,  objections  to. 
0.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  $8,  1504,  1505. 

Gray,  Mr.  K  [West  Ham,  N.] 

Anthrax,  animals  slaughtered  on  account 
of,  payment  of.  Cooopensatlon  out  of 
local  rates,  Apr.  15,  ^1 

Companies  Act,  Franchise  limited  by~ 
Proposed  Amendment  of  Act,  Apr.  tO, 
686. 

Tuberculosis  [Animals]  Compensation  Bill, 
2r,  Apr.  15,  328. 

Grey,  Et   Hon.    Sir  K   [Northumberland, 
Berwick] 
Pupil  Teachers! 

Future   Service  of,  Proposals  as  to, 

Apr.  20,  684. 
Training,  Cost  of,    Account    debited 

with,  Apr.  20,  683,  684. 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill 

cRep.*i4;»-.  20,  669. 
Con.*, Apr.  26,  1174. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill 

/.  2r.*  Apr.  21,  798. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (Steamboats)  BUI 

Rep.*  Apr.  26,  1185. 

Great  Northern    and    City    Railway, 
(Extension  of  Time)  BiU 

I.  Rep.*^iw.  26,  1165. 

Great  Northern  Bailway  Bill 

I.  2e/  Apr.  25,  1016. 

Greeoe 

Loan  of  1898— Account  presented,  Apr.  12. 
5  ;  Apr.  19,  484. 

Gretton,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  S  ] 

Licensing  Bill,  Intro.  Apr.  20,  707 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  IS, 
314,  324. 

Griffith,  Mr.  K  T,  [Angleaey] 

School  Accommodation  at  Barton-on- 
Humber,  Hayward's  Heath,  Wey- 
mouth and  Plaistow — Decisioa  of  Uie 
Board,  Apr.  15,  298,  299. 

Groves,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Salford,  S.j 

licensing  Bill,  Intro,  Apr.  20,  749. 

Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act  (1881) 
Amendment  Bill,  2r,  Apr.  16,  348 

Guiana,  British 

see  British  Guiana. 

Gnns 

see  under  Army  and  Navy. 
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Gordon,  Sir  W.  B.  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Cotton  Indastry,  Condition  of,  Apr,  57, 
1399. 

Income  Tax,  Gradnation  of,  proposed, 
Apr.  S6,  1266. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 

proposal,  Apr,  21,  87*2. 
Tobacco,  Tax  on  Cigars  and  Cigarettes, 

Apr.  19,  632  ;  Apr.  21,  871, 

Transvaal  Loan,  delay  in  issne  of,  Apr,  21, 
873. 

Ilalbeath,  Fifeahire 

Railway    Level    Crossing   at,     Providing 
Suitable  Protection. 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;  A.    Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Apr.  25,  1060-1051. 

Haldane,  £t.  Hon.  K.  B.  [Haddington] 

Expenditure  of  the  Country,  Increase  in 
Apr.  19,  580;  681. 

Income  Tax,  Additional  Id.  in  the  Pound 
on— Budget  proposal,  Apr.  19,  579. 

Prosperity  of  the  Country,  Decline  in, 
Apr.  19,  678. 

Sinking  Fund,  Suspension  of — Objections 
to,  Apr.  19,  678. 

Taxation,  Incidence  of,  Inquiry  into,  pro- 
.      posed,  Apr.  19,  682. 

Tea  Duty,  Additional  2d.  per  Pound  on— 
Budget  proposal,  Apr,  19,  679. 

Hail-Marking  of  Foreign  Plate  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  20,  696. 

Halsbnry,  Earl  of,  Lord  Chancellor 

Hartismere,  Lord— Writ  issued  to— Vaca- 
tion of  Entry  in  Journals,  etc.,  Apr, 
25,  1013. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill— Power  of 
Veto  by  Attorney-General,  Apr.  26, 
1168,  1170. 

Hamilton,  Et.  Hon.  Lord  G.  [Middlesex, 
Ealing] 

Tibet  Expedition,  Objects  of  — Policy  of 
H.M.  Government,  Apr.  IS,  106-110. 

Hanpton-in-Arden  Oas  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Apr,  26,  1165, 

Harbours 

See  Piers  and  Harboars. 

Hareonrt,  Mr.  L.  V.  [Lanes.,  Rossendale] 

Cotton  Industry —International  Conference 
proposed,  Apr.  25,  1060. 

Harconrt,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V.  [Mon- 
mouthshire, W.] 

Business  of  the  House,  Suspending  Twelve 
o'clock  Rule,  Apr.  20,  694-696. 

Hardwieke,   Earl  of—  Under-Secretary  for 
India, 

Tibet  Expedition,  Expenses  of,  defray- 
ing, out  of  the  revenues  of  India, 
Apr.  19,  484. 
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Harlow  and  Sawbridgeworth  Oas  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Apr.  18,  349. 

Harmsworth,  Mr.  E.  L.  [Caithness] 

Centurion,  H.M.S.— Gun  Sights,  defective 
condition  of,  Apr.  18,  358-359. 

Harris,  Dr.  F.  E  [Camber well,  Dulwich] 
Poor   Law    Guardians  —  Nominatinst  ex- 
officials  in  .receipt  of  Pensions,  Apr. 
18,  361. 

Harrow  Eoad  and  Paddington  Tramways 

c.  Con.*  Apj\  26,  1174. 

Harte  Estate. 

Compulsory  sale  —  Delays  and  irregu- 
mrities  alleged. 

0.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  IS,  166. 

Hartismere,  Lord  [Lord  Henniker] 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  Apr.  21,  797. 
Entry  in  journals,  and  signature  on 
TeBt  Roll,  vacation  of. 
Motion  [Earl  of  Halsbury]  Apr. 
25,  1013. 

Harwood,  Mr.  G.  [Bolton] 

Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr.  27, 

1389. 
Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  27,  1355. 

Haslar  Hospital 

Free  Use  of  Haslar  Bridge,  making 
Arrangements  for, 

Q.  Dr.  Macnaniara  ;  A,  Mr.  A,  Lee, 
Apr.  i5,369. 

Haslett,  Sir  J.  H.  [Belfast,  N.] 

Education,  Ireland. 

Primary— Antiquated  and  inadequate 

system,  Apr.  18,  443. 
Teachers  -  -  Status  and  remuneration 

grievances,  Apr  18.,  444. 

Hanlbowline  Dockyard 

Melampus,  H.M.S.,  repairing,  at, 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyraan, 
Apr.  20,  675. 

Hay,  Mr.  C.  G.  D.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

Army- Ordnance  Department — Labourers' 
Wages  in  Ireland,  Apr.  19,  626. 

Civil  Service  Clerks,  Promotion  of — 
Medical  exaTiination.s,  Alteration  of 
rules,  Apr.  14,  184. 

Education  —  Underfed  Children  —  Pro- 
vision of  meals  by  Ii'»cal  Education 
Authority  proposed,  Apr.  20,  781. 

Police,  Metropolitan,  Pensions  to 
Good  Service  for.  Authority  for 
Granting,  Apr.  25,  1033. 

Special  service  for-.-Regiilations  as  to 
Constables,  Apr.  27,  1292. 
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Hayd^  Mr.  J.  P.  [Roscommon,  S.] 

Conatabnlary,  Galway,  Alleged  asaaalt  by 
Ck)n8table  in,  Api^,  18,  891-392. 

Mullingar  Resident  Madstrateand  Lanaoy 

Cases,  Apr.  S6,  1183. 
Queen's  College,  Ireland. 

Cork,   at.    President    of— Length   of 
Residence  during  last  three  years, 
Apr.  26,  1184  1185. 
Deputy  President*,  Names,  Salaries, 
etc.,  Apr.  19,  532-533. 

Hayward's  Heafh 

School  Accommodation,  Provision  of. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Griffith ;  ^4.  Sir  W.  Anson, 

Apr.  15,  298. 
Q,  Mr.  J.   Hope;   A.   Sir  W.  Anson, 
Apr.  fSl,  835-836. 

Heaton,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Canterbury] 
Solicitors. 

Defaulting  —  Creation   of   a    Public 

Trustee,  Apr.  18,  355-356. 
Number  struck  oflf  the  roll  since  189), 
Apr.  U,  186. 

Helme,  Mr.  If.  W.  [Lancashire,  Lancaster] 
Cotton  Industry,  Condition  cf,  Apr,  Z7, 
1402. 

Hemphill,  Et  Hon.  C.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Hard- 
ship inflicted  on  poorer  classes  in 
Leland  by,  Apr.  £6,  1271. 

Henderson,  Mr.  A.  [Durham,  Barnard  Castle] 
Liquor  Licences,  Refusa's  to  renew,  Sta- 
tistics as  to,  Apr.  28,  1429. 

Heneage,  Lord 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  Com  Apr.  19.  506,  513. 

Henniker,  Lord  [Lord  Hartismere] 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  o^ 
his  father,  Apr.  £1,  797. 

Entry  in  journals,  and  signature  on 
Teat  Roll,  Vacation  of. 

Motion  [Earl  of  Halsbury]  Apr.  £6, 
1013. 

Herbert  Estate 

Compulsory  sale-- Concealment  of  facts  by 
Land  Judges'  Court,  alleged. 
0.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  IS,  164. 

Hertford,  County  of 

Lighh  Railways—Older  presented,  Apr.  19, 
519. 

Polling  Districts— County  Council  Order 
altering  certain  polling  districts  pre- 
sented, Apr.  13,  76. 

Hiokman,  Sir  A.  [Wolverhampton] 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Date 
of  Introduction,  Apr.  25,  1031. 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 
2R,  Apr.  n,  97. 
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Highbury 

Telegraph  Clerks,  Hours  of  Duty, 

C.  Mr.  Lough  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley,  A^t.  ie, 
1178. 

Historical  Mannioripts  (Koyal  Cknuinii- 
sion) 

Bath,  Marquess  of — Report  on  Manuscripts 
presented,  Apr.  25,  1017, 1023. 

Hobhonse,  Mr.  C.  E.  H.  [Bristol,  E»i 

Arbitration  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  Apr.  I4,  207. 208. 

Army. 

Administrative  Districts  under  Esber 
Scheme,  Cost  of  Staffs,  Apr.  iU 
842. 

Army  Corps  Scheme,  abandonmeot  of, 
Apr.  14,  284. 

Director  of  Snpplies  and  Transports, 
appointing  ezpei  ts,  Apr.  28, 144(X 

Guns,  Calibre  of,  expense  entailed  by 
number  of  different  calibres  in  ase, 
Apr.  14,  215. 

Imprisonment  of  soldiers  in  Deriiei 
Gaol — character  of  offences,  etc., 
Apr.  14,  190. 

Mowatt  Commissioii,  date  of  issoe  of 
Report,  Apr.  I4,  252. 

Ordnance  Department,  estabUshment 
of  buying  section,  Apr.  14, 252. 

Personnel^  Director  of,  Duties,  Emolu- 
mento.  Staff,  etc.,  Apr.  26,  119i 

Stores,  buying  of,  decentraliistioo  of, 
Apr.  14,  266. 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  13, 14a 

Somaliland  Campaign 

Illig,  Fort,  in  Italian  Territory,  Op^ 
ture  of,  by  British,  Apr.  28, 1439. 

Italian  Territory,  Mullah  in-Politi(^ 
and  Military  Advantage  gainco 
by  War,  Apr,  25,  1046-1047. 

Cost  of— Position  of  MuUab,  Apr.  IS, 
371. 

South  African  War— Official  History, 
utilbing  Col.  Henderson's  Preface  for, 
Apr.  25,  1041-1042. 

Tnnis  and  Madagascar,  Trade  with,  Value 
of— SUtistics  for,  1896,  1903,  &t, 
Apr.  14,  200. 

War  Office  Reconstitution  Committee- 
Reoommendations  of  Adontion  of- 
Allowing  Opportunity  for  fescnsttoo, 
Apr.  26,  1197. 

Hobhouse,  Kt  Hon.  H.  [Somersetshire,  t] 
Ale    and    Beerhouses—Granting    Ketain 
showing  Estimated  Funds  for  Compen- 
sation^ Apr.  25,  1033. 
Experditure,  Increase  in,  ^/m*.  fi,  920, 921. 
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Holland,    Sir   W.    H. 

Kotherham] 

Alcohol  required  for  manofacturiDg  par- 
poses,  daty  CD,  objectiomi  to,  Apr, 
19,  631. 

Expenditure,  increase  in— magnitude  of 
deficits,  etc.,  Api\  19,  630. 

Tea,  Additional  2d  |>er  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  Api\  J9,  631. 

Holyhead 

Harbour,  provision  of  facilities  for  landing 
passengers  and  goods, 

0.  Mr.  E  Griffith,  Apr.  m,  1611. 
1512  ;  Mr.  W.  Jone^  1517  ;  Mr. 
G.  Balfour,  1524. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State^Mr.  A.  Akers-Dooglas. 
Under  Secretary— ^Ir.  T.  H.  Cochrane. 

Hong  Kong 

Plague— Number  of  Cases  from  Jan.   to 
Mar.  1904. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  74,  195. 

Hope,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Sheffield,  Brightoide] 

Army— Batteries,  proportion  to  be  made 
m  Government  Araeuals,  and  by  con- 
tract, Apr.  U,  222. 

Death  Dnties,  increase  in,  proposed,  Apr. 
SI,  909. 

Financial  position  of  the  country,  Apr.  $1, 
905,  906. 

Hay  ward's  Heath,  New  School  at,  Apr.  $2, 
835. 

Navy. 

Battleships,  Armament  for,  date   of 
placing  orde's,  Apr,  if,  51. 

Cruisors,  Designs  for,  date  of  issuing, 
Apr.  IS,  51. 

Tea,  Additional  duty  of  2d.  per  pound  on— 
Budget  proposal,  Apr.  SJ,  908. 

War  Preparation  for— Appointment  of 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into 
present  financial  system  proposed,  Apr. 
1S,B2. 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  Apr.  15, 
320. 

House  of  Commons 

$ee  Parliament. 

Hnddersfield     Corporation     Act    1902 
(Amendment)  JBill 

C.2K.*  Apr.  i9,  516. 
Rep/  Apr.  27,  1285. 

Hnll 

Animals  landing  place— Order  presented, 
Apr.  le,  7  ;  Ap:  19,  483. 

Hnmber  Commercial  Kailway  and  Dock 
Bill 

c.  Bav.*  Apr.  W,m9. 
Con.*  Apr.  ee,  1175. 
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Humphreys-Owen,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Montgomeiy] 

Cardigan  Bay,  Provision  of  Harbours  of 
Refuge,  Proposed,  Apr.  28,  1629. 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  Legal  Ex- 
penses of ,  ^/>r.  26,  1180. 

South  African  War— White  Paper  No.  155 
of  1902,  Return  in  Continuation  of, 
Apr.  27,  1290. 

Hunt,  Mr.  E.  [Shropshire,  Ludlow] 

Army  Rifles,  New  Pattern,  testing  of — 

testing  in  India,  Apr.  28,  1441. 
Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr.  27, 

1403. 
Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 

proposal,  i4pr.  26.  1283. 

Huntly,  Marquess  of 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  com.  Apr.  19,  612. 

Hutchesons    Hospital    and   Hutchesons 
Educational  Trust  Bill 

/.  2R.,  Apr.  21,  798. 

Debate  on  Second  Heading  (Lords)  Apr. 
21,  798. 

Appeal  to  Court  of  Session  suggested, 
804,  807,  808. 

Education,  Amount  of  Trust  appor- 
tioned to— Revision  etc  ,  799,  801, 
804,  808. 

Expenses  of  Grovemers  in  promoting 
Bill,  Payment  of,  out  of  Fund,  806. 

Management  by  patrons  and  gover- 
nors —  constitution  of  managing 
bodies  etc.,  799. 

Origin  and  objects  of  the  Fund,  798. 

Pensions,  Amount  allotted  to,  799, 801, 
804.808. 

Schools,  Sale  of,  to  Glasgow  School 
Board,  801,  804,  808. 

Hutchinson,  Dr. 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Compensation  Bill, 
2R.,Apr.l5,  341. 

Hyde  Park 

Motor  Carp,  Roads  prohibited  to— exhibi- 
tion of  notices. 

Q.    Ml.  Bull ;  A.    Lord  Balcarres, 
Apr.  25,  1052-1053. 

Vagrants  in,  introducing  Legislation  as  to. 
Q.     Mr.  Coghill ;   A.    Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr.  25,  1050. 

Iceland 

Trade  Report,  presented,  Apr.  21,  810. 

Immature  Fish,  Protection  of 

Sea  Fbheries  Bill,  tee  that  title. 

Immigration 

see  Emigration  and  Immigration. 

Imports 

see  Exports  and  Imports. 
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Income  Tax 

Additional  Id.  in  the  Ponnd— Budget  pro- 
poial. 

Class  of  Persons  on  whom  the  burden 
will  fall 
0.    Sir  M.  H.  Beech,  Apr.  19, 
590. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Budget, 
Apr.  19,  560,  577,  579,  589,  590, 
691,  613,  623 ;  Apr.  il,  859,  860, 
872,  883,  909,  917  ;  Apr.  27,  1315. 

Africa,  South,  Garrison  in — Clerks'  Salaries 
— Refundins  Deductions,  proposed. 
Q.  SirJ.Kolleston;  ^.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  14,  191. 

Ballinvana  Creamery,  Appeal  from.  Fixing 
Date  for  hearing. 
Q.     Mr.     Lundon;      A.      Mr.     A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr.  iO,  688-689. 

Collection  of. 

Difficulties  of,  etc -Referring  questions 
to  Departmental  Committee. 
Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  ^p*. 
19^  561  ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  577  ; 
Mr.  Haldane,  579  ;  Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Apr.  21,  860  ;  Mr. 
Broadhurst,  878  ;  Mr.  J. 
Walton,  915,  916. 

Scotch  and  English  Methods,  Assimi- 
lation of. 
^.     Mr.    Ains worth ;    A.    Mr. 
A.   Chamberlain.  Apr,  28, 
1443-1444. 

United  Kingdom,  in— Granting  Return 

for  January,  February  and  March. 

Q.   Sir  S.  Stirling  Maxwell ;  A, 

Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr. 

18,  355. 

Financial  Reserve  in  time  of  War. 
Os.     Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19,  560 ; 
Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  589  ;  Mr.  Ashton, 
613 ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  Ap^\  21,  869. 

General  Prosperity  of  Great    Britain    as 
compared  with  other  Countries. 
Os.    Mr.  McKenna,  Apr.  26, 1245. 

Graduation  of,  proposed. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Budget, 
Apr.  21,  883,  909,  923,  931-933 ; 
Apr.  26,  1244,  1245,  1246,  1247, 
1249,  12r)0,  1252,  1253,  1254,  1255, 
1256. 

Referring  Question  to  Committee  of 
Inquirr. 
Q.    Mr.   Trevelyan;    A.    Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  25. 
1048. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the 
Budget,  931, 1245,  1247, 1253, 
1254,  1257. 

Limit  of  exemption. 

0.    Mr.  Lough,  Apr.  26,  1257. 

Mariners,   Exemption   of— Inconsistencies 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  with  regard  to. 
Os.     Lord  Muskerry,  Apr.  25,  1017  ; 
Earl  of  Donoughmore,  1019. 
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Number  of  Persons  paying — InaccmaoKi 
of  Returns,  etc 
0$.    Mr.  McKenna,  Apr.  96,  1246, 
1246;     Mr.    A.    Ch&mberUiD. 
1253. 

Railway  Season  Tickets,  allowing  Deduc- 
tion of  Cost  of,  in  Licome  Tax  Assess 
ments. 

Q.    Mr.  Slack  ;  A.     Mr.  A.  Cham 
berlain,  Apr.  26,  1188  -11891 

Remissions  of— Shortening  and  Simplify 
ing  procedure  as  to,  propoeed 
0.  Mr.  G  Whiteley,  Apr.  26,  1249. 

India 

Secretary  of  State— \Lt.  St  John  Brodrick. 
Under-Secretary — Earl  of  UaidTricke. 

Agricultural  Banks  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  iipr.  f.^\ 
1432-1433. 

Armv — ^Gnns,     New    Pattern   of   Quick- 
firing,  experiments  with 
Os.  Mr.  C.  Hofihouse,  Apr.  14,  215  ; 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  218. 

Burma  Police  Foroe,  Grievances  of,  taking 
steps  to  remedy, 

Q.    Sir  S.  King  ;  ^.   Mr.  BrodrioL 
Apr.  25,  1036-1037. 

Census—Ueporb  presented  Apr.  25,  1017- 
1023. 

Coinage — Rupees  coined  each  year  1893- 
1944,  Government  Profits,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick 
Apr.  21,  839-841 


Coolie     Labour    imported 
Colonies. 


into     British 


on    by 


Civil    Rights,    etc.,    insisted 
Indian  Government. 
Q.  Major     Seely ;      A.      Mr. 
Brodrick,  Apr.  25,  1046. 

Trininad  and  British  Guiana,  to  —Date  of 
publishing  Ordinances, 

Q.  Sir  H.  Fowler  ;  A.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  IS, 
374. 

Ordinance  presented  Apr.  19, 479. 

Cooper's  Hill  Engineering  College  —Closing. 
Qs.  Sir    M.     Bhownaggree  ;    As.     Mr 
Brodrick.  Apr.  27,  1296. 

Cotton. 

Consumption,  Growth  and  Export  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Emmott;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Apr.  19,  522. 

Cultivation  of  better  class  Cotton, 
Os.  Mr.  Rutherford,  Apr.  27,  1373  ; 
Mr.  Fielden,  1377 ;  Mr.  Emmott. 
1382  ;  Mr.  S.  Smith,  1386. 

Cuafoms  and  Excise — Liquors  and  Drugs. 
Amount  of  Revenue  derived  from, 
1901-1903. 

Q.    Mr.    H.    RoberU;      A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Apr.  15,  299. 

\amL 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Vol.  133.] 


to  Pro- 
-  Bengal 


pre- 


India— «on^ 

Excise  L^^lation,  Instructions 
vinciaT      Administrations  - 
Excise  Bill 
Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts;      A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Apr.  W,  680-681. 

Irrigation— Return  presented,  Apr,  $S, 
1023 

Irrigation  Works— Construction,  Position 
of,  and  Expenditure  on  Return  ordered, 
Apr,  ISO,  671. 

lAnd  Revenue— Defaulters,  Statement  of 
number  of  Processes  against  presented, 
Apr,  Ig,  6  ;  Apr,  19.  481. 

Loans  raised  in    England— Return 
sented,  Apr.  19,  6  ;  Apr.  19,  483. 

Official  Secrets  (Amendment)  Act  1904— 
Copy  presented -4pr.  /5,  352;  Apr,  19, 

4ox. 

Plague— Deaths  in  Bombay  and  Bengal, 
from  27  Feb.  to  26  Mar. 

Q.    Sir.  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Apr.  IS,  78. 

Police  Commission's  Report. 
Date  of  Tabling. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts :  ^.   Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Apr.  20,  681. 

Delay  in  Publishing. 
Q.    Sir  S.  King  ;  A.   Mr.  Brodrick, 
Apr.  n,  841-842. 

Orders,  Date  of  Issue. 

q.    Sirs.  King;   A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Apr.  i^,  188. 

Railways. 

Bombay -Scinde  Connection,  Objections- 
of  the  Rao  of  Cutch. 
Q.   Sir  J.  Leng;  A.   Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Apr.  25,  1036. 
Constmction,  Position  of,  and  Expen- 
diture on— Return  Ordered,  Apr, 
20,  671  ;  Return  presented,  Apr. 
26,  1023. 

South    African    Garrison,    Contributions 
towards  Expenditure— Tabling  Indian 
Dissents. 
Q.    Mr.  E.  Wason;   A.    Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Apr.  26,  1036. 

Tea  Industrv— Effect  of  Additional  Tax  on. 
Os.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree,  Apr.  19,  616, 
617  ;  Mr  A.  Chamberiain,  636,  637  ; 
Mr.  Lough,  641,  (H2 ;  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  643-646 ;  Mr.  Lough, 
Apr,  26,  1265-6;  Mr.  Weir,  Apr. 
27,  1312  ;  Mr.  Coghill,  1318  ;  Sir  J. 
Gorst,  1337,  1338  ;  Mr.  T.  Taylor, 
1344,  1345. 

Telegraph  Rates  to,  Securing  Reduction  of, 
Q.    Mr.  Weir;    A.    Mr.  Brodrick,  ^»r. 
18,  375. 

Tibet,  see  that  title. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Prosecution  of,  for  Forgery  and 
Perjunr— Expenditure,  Authority  re- 
sponsible for  Prosecution,  etc. 
Qs.    Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Schwann;    A, 

Mr.  Brodrick,  Apr.  U,  187. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Apr.  26,  1194. 
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Administration,  Criticisms  on. 
Os.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Apr.  IS,  95,  96, 
97 ;  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
99;  Sir  H.  Fowler,  123;  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  132. 

Policy,  Criticisms  on,  Possibility  of 

Discussing     except     on    Special 

Motion. 

Os,  Mr.  8.  MacNeill,  Apr.  13, 

96 ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  97. 

Wheat  and  Flour— Amount  Exported  in 
1902-3,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Craig;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Apr.  24,  186. 

Indian  ConnoiU  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Apr,  12,  27. 

Inland  Bevenue 

Dublin    Collection  —  Amount    1902-3  — 
Amount  for  Local  Taxation  Licences 
— Forwarding  Money  to  London,  etc. 
Q.     Mr.    Nannetti;     A.     Mr.    V. 
Cavendish,  Apr,  26, 1057. 

Excise  Branch — Spirits— Regulations  as  to 
Spirits  Issued  from  Bond  for  Home 
Consumption. 
Qs.   Mr.  MacVeagh;    As.    Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  14,  198,  199. 
Illegal  Demand  for  Payment  of  Claims, 
Retention  of   Money   so   Paid,   etc. 
Alleged. 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;   A.    Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  I4,  197. 

Law  Relating  to.  Amendment  of— Resolu- 
tion. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  26,  1239,  1241 ; 
Mr.  McKenna,  1239,  1241,  1243; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  1239,  1241 ; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis,  1241 ;  Mr.  Loujrh, 
1242  ;  Mr.  Buchanan,  1242. 

Insurance 

Accident  and  Sickness — Continental  Laws, 
granting  Return  relative  to. 
Q,     Mr.    Tennant;     A.    Mr.    A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  20,  672. 

Government  Insurances  and  Annuities — 
Account  presented,  Apr.  12,  6  ;  Apr. 
19,  483. 
Marine  Insurance  Bill— Date  of  Re-Intro- 
duction. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  McArthur;  A,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  IS,  83. 

Intestates'  Estates 

Crown's     Nominee     Account    presented, 
Apr.  12,  5. 

Ipswich  Dock  Commission  BUI 

c.  2r.*  Apr.  12,  1. 
Rep.*  Apr.  2e,  960. 

Ireland 

Lord  Zrieu^enanf— Earl  of  Dudley. 
Chief  Secretary —^T.  George  Wyndham. 
Lord  Chancellor—Lord  Ashbourne. 
Attorjiey-General—MT.  J.  Atkinson. 

leant. 
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Ireland— <?o«^  I 

Aoademy  of  Maaic,  Koyal— Lack  of  Acco- 
modation ^Granting  College  of  Science 
Building  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Bobnd  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndhara, 
A'pr,  18,  388-389. 

Agrarian  Offences  —  Return  presented, 
Apr,  IX,  4  ;  Apr,  19,  481. 

Agriculture,  see  that  title. 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  De- 
partment, see  that  title. 

Ancient  Monuments,  see  that  title. 

Army  Contracts,  see  undet*  Army. 

Ballyboy,    Evicted    Farm   at,    using,    as 
Artillery  Parade  Ground. 
Q,  Mr.  Cullinan  ;   A,  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr,  18,  394. 

Ballinacroes,  Mr.   Robinson's  Farm  at— 
Sale  through  Estates  Ccmmissioners, 
alleged  offer. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    FarreU;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  1$,  189. 

Ballinaaloe,  see  that  title, 

Ballinvana  Creamery    Income  Tax  Appeal 
— fixins  Date  for  hearing. 
Q.  Mr.  Lundon;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain. Apr,  to,  688>689. 

Bank  of  Ireland. 

Government  Money  passing  through, 
Arrangements  as  to. 
Q,    Mr.  J.  Redmond  ;   A.    Mr. 
A.   Chamberlain,  Apr,  95, 
1058-1059. 

Preference  given  to,  in  Collection  of 

Laud  Tax  Annuities. 

Q,   Major  Coates ;  A,    Mr.  A. 

Chamberlain,  Apr,  SO,  689. 

Q.    Mr.  C.  Craig ;  A,    Mr.  V. 

Cavendish,   Apr,  SI,  846- 

847. 

Savings  Bank  Stock,  Transfer  of,  to 
Bank  of  Ireland,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr,  S7,  1290. 

Bankruptcy  Courts — Addition  of  Armagh 
to  Belfast— Order,  Apr,  19,  484. 

Ban  try  Harbour,  dredging  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly;   A,   Mr.   Wyndham, 
Apr,  19,  533-534. 

Berehaven,  see  that  title. 

Blaris,  Hurling  Mstches  at. 

Cost  of  Extra  Police  on  Duty  for,  etc. 
Qs.    Mr.    C.   Craig,    Mr.    T.     W. 
Russell ;    A,     Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  S0,6»1'e8S. 

Prohibition  of  ;  on  Sunday — Payment 
of  Extra  Police. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Craig;  A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  SI,  852- 
854. 

Blessington  ard  Dublin  Steam  Tramway — 
Compensation  for  Accidents — Names 
of  Claimants,  etc. 

Q,  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  M.  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Apr.  18,  361-362. 
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Board    of     Works— Lodging     Receivable 
Orders  at  any  Bank. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Abraham ;    A.    Mr.   V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  18,  385-386. 

Bonamargy  Ruins,  Custcdy  of. 
Q.    Mr.   Sloan;     A,     Mr.   Wyndham, 
Apr,  SI,  850. 

Borrisokane,  Tipperary— Allowing  use  of 
Workhouse  for  Technical  Clame'. 
Q.    Mr.    P.   J.    O'Brien  ;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  .^»2-393. 

Butson    Estate,    Gal  way  —  Parohaae   t-f 
Abbeylands,  Agreement  as  to. 
Q,  Mr.  Roche  ;   A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Apr,  S8,  1451-1452. 

Cahirciveen       River      Estuary       Buoys, 
Authority  having  power  to  erect 
Q,  Mr.  Bolanii ;  >!.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  SO,  686. 

Castletown,  see  that  title. 

Children,    deaf    and   dumb,    introducing 
Legislation  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Clancy ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  18,  385. 

Cleggan  Harbour,    Conuemara,    Date   of 
commencing  Impruvemi^nts  to. 
Q,  Mr.  O'Malley ;  A,    Mr.    Wynd- 
ham,  Apr,  18,  386. 

Clones    Petty    Sessions  -—  Case     of    Dr. 
Tiemey  —  Official    action    by    Lord 
Chancellor  propose<l. 
Q,  G.   Bosrawen;   A.    Mr.    Wynd- 
ham, Apr,  13,  78. 

Colclogh  Estate,   Compulsory    Sale    of— 
Reasons  for  delay. 
O.  Mr.  Ffrench,  Apr.  IS,  169. 

Cork,  see  that  title, 

Corofin,  United  Tri»h  League  Meeting  at. 
Reason  for  Police  Attendence. 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond  ;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  19,  534. 

Cnsack    Estate,    Longfoid,     Progress    of 
Sale  —  Granting     Return     showing 
Names  of  intending  Purcliaserp,  etc 
Q,   Mr.   J.    P.    Farrell  ;    A.     Mr. 
Wyniham,  Apr.  S5,  1056. 

Q,    Mr.    J.   P.    Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Apr.  37,  1304. 

Deeds,  Registration  of.  System  of,  Dnties 
payable,  etc. 
ii   Mr.  Clancy;  A-  Mr.  V.   Caven- 
dish,  Apr.  18,  381-382. 

Dingle  Guardians,   Refund  of  Surcharge 
against. 
Q,    Mr.    T.    O'Donnell  ;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  386. 

Dohem  National  School,  Reason  for  Clos- 
ing. 
Q.   Mr.   P.   A.   M*Hugh;    A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  19,  534. 

D-uard,Wicklow,  Postal  Arrangements  in. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  19,  521. 
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Dopping  Estate,  K.  Longford — Consideiin^i: 
Application  of  D.  Mulligan  for  Re- 
instalment. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrel ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Apr,  S8,  1447. 

Down  (Co.)  Assizes — Composition  of  Grand 
Jury. 

Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr,  1^,  22, 

DrouRitacher  National  School,  Salary  of 
Principal  Teacher  at — Inspection    of 
School,  etc 
Q.    Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  364. 

Drammeel  Bog,  Longford,  Obligation  of 
Estates  Commissioners  to  Assnme 
Position  of  Public  Trnstees  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  S5,  1056-1057;  Q. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Apr.  28,  1450-1451. 

Dublin,  see  that  title, 

Duggan  Estate,  Compulsory  Sale,  Delay, 
etc. 

6.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  IS,  155. 

Education,  see  that  title, 

Ely  Estate,  Fermana^,  Decrees  for  Rent 
against  Tenants^-Expediting  Sale. 
Q,  Mr.  £.  Mitchell ;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  Apr.  S8,  1449-1450. 

Emigration  from. 

Average  from  1885  to  1903~Eifect  of 
Work  of  Agricultural  and  Techni- 
cal Instruction  Department,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  W.  Abraham.  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  14,  203. 

Statistics  for  1903  presented,  Apr,  18, 
352  ;  Apr,  19,  482. 

Epidemics  in  Schools,  Regulations  as  to 
Closing,  Teacher's  Salary,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  25,  1055-1056. 

Erne  River,  Laying  down  young  Trout,  in. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Mitchell ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  26,  1186. 

Fermanagh,  see  that  title. 

Fisheries,  see  that  title. 

Galway,  see  that  title, 

Gault  Estate,  Compulsory  Sale  of — Reasons 
for  Delay— Defective  Title,  alleged. 
0.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  13,  161. 
Government    Buildings    in  —  Excluding 
Firms  from  Tendering. 
Q.    Mr.     Nannetti  ;     A,    Mr.     V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  26,  1187-1188. 
Harte  Estate,  Compulsory  Sale  of— Delay 
and  iriegularities  alleged. 
0.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  IS,  156. 
Haulbowline     Dockyard,     repairing     of 
H.M.S.  Melampus,  at. 
Q,  Capt.  Donelan  ;   A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Apr.  20,  675. 
Herbert  Estate,  Compnlsonr   sale    of  — 
Alleged  concealment  of  facts  by  Land 
Judge's  Court. 
0.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr,  13,  154. 
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Housine  of  Working  Classes  —Date  of  in- 
troducing Legislation,  etc 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Mr.  Nannetti  ; 
A.   Mr.  Wyndham,    Apr,    25,. 


1055. 

Killame^,  establishing   Telephone   Com- 
munication with, 
Q,  Mr.  Murphy ;  A,  Lord  Stanley. 
Apr.  26,  1060. 

King  Estate,  Compulsory  sale  of— reason 
for  delay,  etc. 
0,  Mr.  Ffrench,  Apr,  IS,  167. 

King-Harman  Estate,  Compulsory  sale  of 
—Circular     issue!     to     tenants    by 
solicitors. 
Q.   Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  14,  189. 

King's  County,  Landlords*  Proceedings  for 
recovery  of  Rent  in, 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Burke;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr,  25,  1038. 

Labourers   Act^ — appointment  of  Mr,  C. 
Atkinson,  Reason,  etc. 
Qs,   Mr.  Murphy,  Capt.   Donelan; 
A,   Mr.    Wyndham,    Apr,    18, 
383. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  see  that  title. 

Land  Commission,  see  that  title. 

Land  Purchase  see  that  title. 

Limerick  see  that  title. 

lisbum,  Disturbances— Police  protection 
etc. 

Os,  Mr.  J.  Devlin,  Apr.  19,  666, 
667 ;  Mr.  Wyndham,  667,  668  ; 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Flavin 
and  Mr.  Sheehey,  668. 

Lislea  National  School — Appointment  of 
Local  Manager. 
Q,  Mr.  Lonsdale;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Af)r.  18,  363-364. 

Lloyd's  Estate,  King's  Conntv,  Ap{>lica- 
tion  for  Re-instatement    oy    evicted 
Tenant,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Reddy  ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham^ 
Apr,  25,  1054. 

Loan  Fund  Board,  see  that  title. 

Local  Government  Board  —  Annual  Re- 
port present  :;d,  Apr.  12,  4  ;  Apr.  19„ 
479. 

Londonderry  see  that  title, 

Lugffacnrren  E  tate,  evicced  Tenkntv 
nom  —  considering  claims  for  Re- 
instatement. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  393-394. 

Lunatics  su  Lunatics— Ireland. 

McCartie    Estate,  Compulsory    Sale    of» 
Delay  alleged. 
0,    Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  IS,  165. 

Macfarlane  Estate,  Compulsory  Sale  of — 
reasons  for  delay. 
Os.    Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  IS, 
163 ;  Mr  Wyndham,  174. 

[corU. 
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MacgUlicaddy  Estate,  Compulsory  Sale  of, 
— Delays  and  imgulanties  alleged. 
09.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  IS,  166  ;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  175. 

Mahony  Estate,  Negotiations  for  Sale  of, 
Applications  from  evicted  Tenants. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Api\  S8,  1423. 

Re-ins tatement  of  Florenoe*Doherty. 
Q.  Mr.  .Boland;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  12,  21. 

Mansfield  C«se  (Co.  Tyrone) — Compulsory 
sale — reasons  for  delay,  &c. 

0.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  IS, 
162. 

Maryborough  Prison,  stt  that  title. 

Massereene  and  Deane  Estate,  Compulsory 
sale  of — reasons  for  delay. 
0.    Mr.   T.   W.   Russell,   Apr.  IS, 
163. 

Monaghan    Agricultural    and     Technical 
Committee,  Display  of  Party  Flags  at 
Shows  prohibited  by. 
Q.   Mr.  Sloan ;   A.    Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  20,  686. 

Moy  Po- 1  Office — Extra  fees,  reasons  for, 
&c. 
Q.  Mr.   Sloan  ;   A.    Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  14,  206. 

Mullingar,    Lunatics    in — Notification    to 
Resident  Magistrate. 
Q.  Mr.  Hay  den  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Apr.  S6,  1183-1184. 

National  School  Teachers,  see  that  title. 

Newcastle    (Co.    Down)— Constitution    of 
Voting  Register. 

Qb.  Mr.  C.  Craig,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  21, 
852. 

Ordnance    Department   of    the     Army — 
Labourers*  Wages. 
Q.     Mr.  C.  Hay ;    A.    Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  19,  626. 

Patent  Office,  Irish  Branch  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  Apr. 
26,  1178, 

Post  Office  see  that  title. 

Provincial     Bank,    Grovemment     Money 

passing  through,  Arrangements  as  to. 

Q.   Mr.   J.   Redmond;   .1.    Mr.  A. 

Chamberlain,   Apr.    25,     1058- 

1059. 

Public  Libraries  Act. 

Agricultural    Instruction—Assistance 
to  Rural  District  Councils. 

Q.  Mr.  Boland;^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  12,  21. 

Number  of  rural  districts  adopting,  &c. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  \  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  12,  22. 

Public    Offices,   Stationery  supplied  to — 
Amount  paid,  Names  of  Contractors. 
Q.    Mr.  Field ;  A.    Mr.  V.  Caven- 
dish, Apr.  27,  1287. 
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Queen's  Colleges. 

Cork,  at,   President  of  —  Length  of 
Residence  during  last  three  yeara^ 
etc. 
Q.     Mr.  Hayden ;     A.     Mr.  J. 
Redmond,  Mr.  S.  MafiNeill; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  26. 
1184>1185. 
Deputy-Presidents— Names,  Salaries, 
etc. 
Q.      Mr.    Hayden  ;    A.      Mr, 
Wyndham,   Apr.   19,  532- 
533. 

Queen's  County. 

Evicted  Tenants— Number  of  applica- 
tions   received    by     Land     Com- 
mission. 
Q.  Mr.  Delany  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  IS,  82. 

Quit  and  Crown  Rents,  see  that  title, 

Rae  Estate,  Kerry. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Suggested 
I*urchase  by. 

Q.  Mr.  T^  O'Donnell ;  A,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  386- 
387. 

Tenants  defrauded  of  purchase,  alleged. 
0.     Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  IS,  154. 

Ralhcoursey  Beach— Accident  to  Driscoll 

through  explosion  of  shrapnel   Bhell— 

Compensation  to  widow  and  warning 

to  public  not  to  handle  shells,  proposed. 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 

Forster,  Apr.  14,  193. 

Rathdangan    Postal   arrangements  —  Re- 
vision proposed, 

Q.     Mr.   J.    O'Connor;     A.     Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  22,  955. 

Rathmines— Division  into  Wards — Delay 
in  holding  Inquiry  on  Petition  for. 
Q.     Mr.  Mooney  ;    A.     Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  19,  535. 

Recruiting  in— Circular  issued  by  Major 
Gerard. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill  ;^.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  19,  525-620. 

Revenue  and  Ezpenditu' e— Amount  con- 
tributed, etc 
0.  Mr.  S.  O.  Gore,  Apr.  21,  918. 

Return  ordered,  Apr.  12,  7. 

Richards  Estate,  reasons  for  delay  in  sale 
of. 
0.   Mr.  Ffrench,  Apr.  IS,  168. 

RoiCrea  Post  Office— New  Premises. 
Q.     Mr.  K.  O'Brien  ;    A.  Ltrd  Stanley, 
Apr.  20,  689-690. 

Royal  Visit  to.  Supplementing  Telegraph 
Staff  from  England  on  account  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Nannetti ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  20,  690-691. 

Sweeney,  Daniel,  Pension  for. 
Q.  Irfr.  C.  Devlin  ;A.  Mr.  V.  Cavendish, 
Apr.  27,  1306-1307. 

[conL 
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Taxation  of— Additional  burden  imposed 
by  Badget. 
Oi,  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr.  19,  599- 
•  602  ;  Mr.  Mumaghan,  Apr.  97, 

1328 ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  1339. 

Tea  duty. 

Extra  Duty,  hardBhips  inflicted  on  the 
poor  by. 

0$.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Apr.  19, 
599-602 ;  Mr.  S.  MacNeiU, 
632;  Major  Jameson,  Apr. 
21,  926 ;  Mr.  Lough.  Apr. 
26,  1268 ;  Mr.  S.  MacNeill, 
1268-70;  Mr.  T.  W.  RusseU, 
1270  ;  Mr.  HemphUl,  1271 ; 
Mr.  H.  Law.  1276;  Mr. 
CMaUey,  1282;  Mr.  Em- 
mott.  Apr.  27,  1316,  1817  ; 
Mr.  Mumaghan,  1328, 1329; 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  1339, 1340. 

Total  Amount  paid  up  to  31st  March, 
1904— Treasury  Estimate  of  Duty. 
Qs.    Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell,    Mr. 
Lough ;  A.  Mr.  A.  (Cham- 
berlain, Avr.  26,  1189. 

Tipperary  see  that  title. 

Tithe  Rents  see  that  title. 

Training    Colleges — Settlement    of    1990, 

Approval  of    Ck>mmissioner8,    etc. — 

Claim  of    Provincial    Colleges    with 

resjpect  to  Free  Homes. 

Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Apr.  18,  882-383. 

Tredennick    Estate,    Donegal,    Delay  in 
applotting. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  Apr,  ^,  1306. 

Urlinffford  Union  Board  Room,  Refusal  to 
lulow  Meeting  in. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Apr,  28,  1461. 

Valuation  Acts— Select  Committee  of  In- 
quiry —  Report  presented,  Apr.    18, 


Warden    Estate,    Compulsory   Sale   of — 
Purchase  by  land  speculator  alleged. 
0,  Mr,  Murphy,  Apr.  13,  156. 

Water  Bailiffs— Limerick  Board  of  Con- 
servators, employment  by,  of  persons 
fined  for  illegal  fishing,  alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr. 
Wjndham,  Apr.  14,  189. 

West  Down  Parliamentary  Election — 
Recommendation  of  Deputy  Master  of 
the  Mint,  Legality  of,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Mac- 
Veagh,  Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Apr.  27, 
1307-1309. 

Wexford— Fieherv  Piers  in,  Construction 
and  Repair  of. 
Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  18, 385. 
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White  Estate. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Steps  to  be  taken  as 
to. 
Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  19,  533. 
Hand,  Mary,  Considering  Application 
of, -4pr.  28,  1447. 

Woollen  Industries — Loans  for  purchase  of 
machinery  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   W.  Abraham;     A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  I4,  204. 
Workhouses  —  Commission  —  publishing 
Evidence,  etc 
Q.  Dr.  Thompson ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  28,  1435. 
Youghal  Bay  Salqfion  Fisheries— Restric- 
tions placed  on  Fishermen. 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Apr.  27, 1306. 

Irish  Language 

Teaching  of,  in  Schools. 

Circular  dealing  with,  withdrawal  of. 
Q.     Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  389-390. 
Counting  Attendances,  Regulations  as 
to. 
Q.  Mr.  T.   O'Donnell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  390. 
Decision  as  to. 

0.  Mr.  Boland,  Apr.  18,  464. 

Qualified  pensioned  Teachers,  employ- 
ing, outside  School  Hours. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell  ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  25,  1054- 
1055. 

Iron  and  Steel  Industry 

Canada — Bounties,  Amount  of,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Ormsby-Gore ;  -4.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr.  14,  195. 

Isle  of  Wight 

Parliamentary  Bye-Election— New  Mem- 
ber sworn,  Apr,  13, 84. 

Italy 

Florence,  Art  Works  distribution  of — Re- 
port Presented,  Apr.  19,  480. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
Apr.  19,  521-522. 

JaCOby,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Derbyshire,  Blid] 

House     of    Commons,    Ventilation    and 

Sanitation  of,  Apr.  28,  1494, 
Swan^ick    Colliery    Accident,    Apr.  26, 
1182, 

James  of  Hereford,  Lord 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill 
2b.  Apr,  21,  823,  826. 

Prerention  of  Corruption  Bill — Power  of 
Veto  by  Attorney-General,  Apr.  :*6, 
1162. 

»  Jameson,  Migor  J.  E.  [Clare,  W.] 

Bereharen  Harbour  Fund,  A.dmiralty  Con- 

tribntions  to,  Apr.  20,  673. 
Com,  Duty  on.  Re-imposition  of,  proposed, 
Apr.  21,  925, 
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Trust,    Tabling 
A,  Earl  Percy. 


Jameson,  Major  J.  E— c<m<. 

Lightship  Keepers— Instruct  io  18  issued  to, 
as  to  showing  Station  Lights  and 
Signals,  Apr,  25,  1024. 

Lightships,  Selling  Price  of  Condemned 
Tenaer— Names  and  Qualifications  o( 
certain  Officials,  etc.,  Apr,  »5,  1032. 

Tea,  Additional  Duty  of  2d,  per  pound  on 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  fi,  KJ5. 

Japan 

Army  Land  Transport  System,  Reports  as 
to. 
Q,  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Foster,  Apr.  28,  1436. 

War    with    Russia,    ste    Russo  Japanese 

War. 
Jeisel,  Capt  H.  M.  [Sr.  Pancras,  S.] 

Army — Lance,  Decision  as  to  Retention  of, 

Apr.  Ih  232. 

Jews 

East   African    Colonial 
Papers  relating  to. 
Q.   Mr.  C.  Wason  ; 
Apr.  26,  1196. 
Immigration  into  Great  Britain,  see  under 
Aliens  Bill. 

Limerick,  in,  Protection  of. 
Qs,    Mr.   Sloan,  Mr.   Joyce ;    As.   Mr. 
Wyndliam,  Apr.  14,  202-203. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Keiinaway ;  A .  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  26,  1186-1187. 

Johanneibnrg 

see  Transvaal. 

Johnson,  Mr.  J.  [Gateshead] 

Trade  Unions  and  Trades  Dis^putes'  Bill, 
2r.  Apr.  22,  962. 

Joiners  in  Dockyards 
see  under  Dockyards. 

Joint  Stock  Banks 

Unclaimed     Dividends     and     Balances, 
Estimates  of. 
Q.    Sir    J.     Leng  ;    ^.    Mr.     A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr.  27,  1288. 

Jones,  Mr.  D.  B.  [Swansea  District] 

Ritualistic  Practices,  Royal  Commission 
on — Composition  and  Terms  of  Refer- 
ence, Api\  20,  766,  767. 

Russo-Japanese  War  —  Correspondents 
using  Wireless  Telegraphy,  Russian 
treatment  of,  Apr.  20,  675. 

Jones,  Mr.  W.  [Carnarvonshire,  Arfon] 

Holyhead  Harbour,  Improvement  of,  Pro- 
posed, Apr.  28,  1617. 

Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  16,  348.  ^ 

Jordan,  Mr.  T.  [Fermanagh,  S.] 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  16, 
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Marine  Light  Infantry,  Roval- 
suggested  Increase  in,  Apr. 


M.  [Limerick] 

Agricultural  I>e]^rtment.  Directory  o'. 
Consulting  with  Local  Committees  a^ 
to,  Apr.  18,  391. 

Limerick. 

Jews.  Persecution  of,  Apr.  14,  203. 

Postal  Staff. 

Holiday  Grievances,  Apr.  14,  203. 

Superior  Appointments,  Increaw 

of,  Proposed,  Apr.  IS,  81. 

Telegraph   Learners,    Placing  oo 
EsUblishment,  Apr.  14,  205. 

Telegraphists  —  Revision  of  Duties 
Proposed,  Apr.  IS,  81. 

Judge  Adyooa1»4}eneral 

Courts  Martial — Power  of  Quashing  Con- 
victions. 
Q.    Mr.     S.     MacNeill  ;     A.    Mr. 
ArnoldForster,  Apr.  IS,  78. 

Jnllci^il  Statistics  (England  and  Wales) 

Report  Presented,  Apr.  IS,  4  ;  Apr. 
19,  479. 

Part  IL  Presented,  Apr,  20,  670  ;  Apr. 
21,  810. 

Kearley,  Mr.  H.  E.  [Oevonport] 

Admiralty  Establishments,  rate  of  wage 
paid  to  employ^a  in,  Apr,  u:,  50,65. 

-Pension's 
18,  358. 

Navy. 

Canteens,  Corrupt  practices,  etc,  Apr. 
12,  W. 

Dockyards,  Police  on  duty  at,  pay  of, 
Apr,  12,  58. 

Engineer  Commanders,  R^ulations  as 
to  pay  of,  Apr.  25,  10^-1028. 

Flour,  Oatmeal,  Biscuits  etc,  manu- 
facture of,  by  the  Govemme&i, 
Apr.  12,  66. 

Gun  Sights,  defects  in,  Apr.  12,  39. 

Committee  of  Inquiij  into,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  12,  ^ 

Guns,  Obsolete  breech  and  masle 
loading,supplted  to  Ships,  Apr.  12, 
32. 

Stores,  Reserve  of,  in  excess  of  reqoire- 
ments,  Apr.  12,  67. 

Volimteers,  Medals  to,  for  long  service- 
considering  Military  Service,  after 
Transfer  to  JNaval  Corps,  Apr.  25, 1027. 

Kennaway,  £t  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.  [Devonshire 
Honiton] 

Devon  and  Cornwall,  provision  of  harbours 
of  refuge  in,  proposed,  Apr.  28,  1516 

Jews  in  Limerick,  Protection  o^  Apr.  26, 
1186. 

Licensing  Bill,  Intro.  Apr.  20,  725. 

Kettering  Improvement  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Apr.  19,  477. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Vol  133  ] 


XUbride,  Mr.  D.  [Kildare,  S.] 

Argentine  Cattle   Trade-^Prohibition    of 
importation  of  live  cattle,   Apr.    14t 

Constabulary,  Extra,  Cost  of,  Refosal  of 
Armaffh  Connty  Council  to  pay,  Apr, 

Land  Purchase, 

Dublin  Gazette^  Publication  of  Parti- 
culars of  Applications,  ete.  in 
Apr.  19,  636. 

Forms  for  Sale  and  Purchase,  tabling, 
Apr.  19,  536. 

SUlamey 

Telephone  communication  with,  establish- 
ing. 
Q.   Mr.  Murphy  ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  £5,  1060. 

TTitig^   Sir  H.  S.  [Hull,  Central] 
India. 

Burma  Police   Force,  Grievances  of,^ 

taking  steps  to  remedy,  Apr,  t5, 

1036-1037. 
Police  Commission  Report. 

Delay  in  publishing,  Apr.  SI,  841. 

Orders,  date  of  issue,  Apr.  I4,  188. 

Xing  Estate. 

Compulsory   Sale   of,  reasons  for  delay, 
etc. 
0.  Mr.  Ffrench,  Apr.  13,  167. 

Xing-Harman  Estate 

Compulsory  Sale  of 

Circular  issued  to  tenants  by  solici- 
tors. 
Q.    Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.   Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  14,  189. 

Plant,  W.  H.,  Quality  and  price  of 
land  offered    to  —  Inspection    by 
officer  of  Estates  Commission  pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  15,  296, 

Sing's  County 

Landlords'  Proceedings  for    Recovery    of 
Rent  in. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Burke  ;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  25,  1038.  ' 

Sintore,  Earl  of 

Hutcheson*8     Hospital    and    Hutcheson's 
Educational  Tiust  Bill, 

2R,  Apr.  SI,  806. 

Kirkby  in  Ashfield  Urban  District  Oas 
Bill 

/.  2R.*  Apr.  S5,  1015. 

Xnowles,  Sir  L.  [Salford,  W.] 

Ecu]e:«ia»tical    Commiisioners,  Legal    Ex- 
penses of,  Apr.  'J6,  1180. 

Tuberculosis      [Animals]      Compensation 
Bill,  2r.  Apr.  lo,  345. 

VOL.  CXXXIIL      [Fourth  Sebibs.] 
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Apr.  U^Apr.  28. 

Labouohere,  Mr.  H.  [Nortbampton] 

Income  Tax,  Graduation  of,  proposed,  Apr, 


S6,  1249-1251. 

Tea,  ildditional  Tax  on — Budget  Proposal 
Apr.  S7,  1341. 

Labour,     Children,     Employment     of — Bv- 
Laws  under  the  Act,   Councils  nuo- 
mitting. 
Q.  Mr.  Tennant  t  A,  Mr.  A.  Doug- 
las, Apr.  SO,  623,  673. 

Mosely  Commission— Reports,  publishing, 
as  Parliamentary  Papers. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  0*Donnell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  18,  396. 

Labourers  Acts,  Ireland 

Atkinson,  Mr.  C,  Appointment  of.  Reason, 
etc. 
Qs.,  Mr.  Murphy,  Capt.  Donelaii  ; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr,18, 383. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

Land  taken  for  purposes  of— Selection  of 
Arbitrator,  Appeal  from  Award,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    W.   Redmond  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  ^/>r.  £5,  1026. 

Return,  relative  to,  presented  Apr.  28, 

1423. 
Sites,  Alteration  of,  obtaining  Labourent' 
Assent  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Power;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  18,  390-391. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill 

Second  Reading,  Date  of  Taking. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  S7,  1307. 

Lambert,  Mr.  0.  [Devonshire,  South  Molton] 

Agriculture. 

Education  in  Great  Britain  and 
Abroad,  Amounts  spent  on,  Apr. 
S5,  1034-1035. 

Number  of  Peisons  engaged  in,  in 
England  and  Wales,  Apr.  18,  379. 

Railway  Rates,  Reduction  of.  Steps 
taken  to  effect   1903-4,  Apr.  So, 
1035. 
Animals — Contagious  Diseases,  Statistics 
concerning,  Apr,  i5,  361. 

Army  Corps  Scheme,  Expend  ture  in  con- 
nection with,  Apr.  14,  284* 

Devon,  Provision  of  Harbours  of  Refuge 
in,  Apr.  28,  1606,  1508. 

Education — Schools,  New,  and  Alterations, 
Necessity  to  submit  Plans  to  Educa- 
tion Department,  Apr,  So,  1034. 

Ho\ise  of  Commons— Doors  behind  the 
Speaker's  Chair,  and  in  the  Lobby, 
granting  free  ingress  and  egress,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  SS,  1472. 

Somaliland  Expedition,  Progress  of,  Apr. 
18,  370-371. 

Tibet  Expedition. 

Government  Policy,  Am'-  18^  374-37'>. 
Progress  of,  Casualties  Sustained,  etc. , 
Apr.  S5,  1045. 
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Lanoaahire 

Cotton  Fn'lhitry.  Ck>ndition  of. 
'    Os.  Mr   Fielden,  Apr,  57,  1374-6 :  Mr. 
S.  Smith,  1385. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Apr.  »S,  941. 
8r*  Apr.  es,  1406. 

Lancadiire  ft  Tqrkshire  Bailway  (Steam 

c.  Rep.'  Apr.  i5,  1021. 

Lanoadiire  ft  Tcrkihire  Bailway  (Tarioiu 
Fowen)  Bill 

e.  Kep.»  Apr.  26,  1176. 

Lancaster,  County  Palatine 

Polling  Dintricts— CountT  Council  Order 
altering  certain  Polling  DiBtricts  pre- 
sented, Apr.  13,  76. 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of 

C%ance//or— Sir.  W.  H.  Walrond. 

''  Lancaster/'  H.H.S. 

Speed  of  ^Improved  Propellors. 
Q.  Mr.  8.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  18,  357,  358. 

Land  Act,  Ireland 

Annuities,    Collection    of,   Preference    to 

Bank  of  Ireland. 

Q.    Major     Coate?;     A.    Mr.     A. 

Chamberlain,    Apr»    20,    689; 

Q.  Mr.  C.   Craig ;  A.   Mr.    V. 

Cavendish,  Apr.  21,  846,  847. 

Land  Act  (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill 
Second  Reading,  Date  of  taking. 
Q.   Mr.   J.    Redmond ;   A.  Mr.    A.  J. 
Balfour.  Apr.  27, 1307. 

Land  Commission,  Ireland 

Queen's  County,  Number  of  Applications 
from  Evicted  Tenants  in. 
Q.  Mr.  Delany ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Apr.  IS,  82. 

Hetum  of  Estate  Commissioners,  Informa- 
tion given  in. 
G- Mr.  Delany  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Apr.  IS,  82. 

fitaff,  Insufficiency  of — Delay  in  dealing 
with  Applications. 
Q.  Mr.  Leamy ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam. 
Apr.  26,  1187. 

Land  Jndge^s  Conrt,  Ireland 

Sec  also  Land  Purchase,  Ireland, 
l^rocedure,     Delays,    etc.— Winding    up 
Business  of  the  Court  proposed. 
Debate    on    Motion  (Mr.    Murphy). 
Apr.  13,151.  ^ 

Amount  and  Value  of  Property 
sold  in  Eight  Years,  166,  174, 

Bewley,  Mr.  Justice,  opinion  of, 
158,  173.  ^ 

I*  * 
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Land  Judge's  Conrt,  Ireland— coi»^. 


Procedure,  Delays,  etc.— cwi/. 

Debate  on  Motion  ^ami. 

Clerks,  Status  of— Employmeat 
in  Estates  Comoaimoners 
Department  proposed,  161^ 
174. 


Ci^clogh  Estate,  rMaona  for  deUj 
in  sale,  cost,  etc.,  100. 

Duggan  Estate,  Delay  in  Side  of. 
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Duties  and  fonctiooBof  the  Court, 
152,  153,  165. 

Examiners,  ReoeiverB»  aic.,  high 
salaries  paid  to,  in  proportion 
to  work  done,  168,  109,  170, 
173. 

Ganlt  Estate,  Reasons  for  d^y 
in  selling— Dofeetive  titk, 
etc.,  161. 

Harte  Estate,  Delay  and  irngn- 
Urities  in  sale  ot,  156. 

Herbert  Estate— Alioged  conceal 
roent  of  facts  by  Land  Judge's 
Court,  154. 

Insolvent  Estates,  Reaaooa  for  de- 
lays in  selUng,  160,  173,  17a 

Inspector,  Appointm^it  of,  pro- 
posed, 161. 

Judges— Qualifications  U^  tp- 
pointment,  152. 

King  Estate,  Reasons  for  delay  it 
selling,  167. 

McCartie  Estate,  DeUy  in  sale  uL 
156. 

MaogillicaddF  Estate,  Compul- 
soiy  sale  of— Driaya  and 
irregularities  alleged,  155, 17& 

Macfsrlane  Estate,  Reasons  for 
delay  in  sale  of,  163»  174. 

Mahony  Estate,  Compnlsory  sale 
of— Delays  and  irregiilaritiei 
aUeged,  165,  176. 

Mansfield  Case  (Co  TyTone) 
Reasons  for  delay  in  sale  ol. 
162. 

Massereene  and  Deane  Estate, 
Ressons  for  delay  in  sale,  etc., 
163. 

Origin  and  constitution  of  Court, 
152.  174. 

Price  of  land.  Povrers  of  Judfe  to 
fix.  166,  170. 

Rae  Estate— Tenants  defraode^  of 
purchase  alleged,  154. 

Rental  of  properties  in  th»  Court, 
Amount  of,  175,  176. 

Return  showing  number  of  Sales, 
etc.  Granting  proposed,  170, 
172,  176. 

Ricliardn'  Estete,Reasons  for  deUr 
in  Sale  of.  168. 
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Land  Judge's  Court,  Ireland—coni. 

Procedure,  delays,  etc.— con/. 

Dthaie  on  Motion — cont, 

^Roee,  Judge,  Administration  of, 
qnaliftcations,  etc.,  156,  165, 
170, 173,  178. 

Rules,  Revision  of,  proposed,  170. 

Solvent  Estates,  Retention  of,  in 
Court  alleged—Reasons  for 
not  selling,  etc.,  160,  173. 

State  Bonus,  Effect  of,  on  negotia- 
tions for  Sale,  160, 162, 177. 

Trinity  College  Grant  under  Land 
Act — High  Prices  demanded 
for  Land,  etc.,  162. 

Warden  Estate.  Purchase  of,  by 
Land  Speculator  alleged,  156 

Land  Purchaie,  Ireland 

$ee  also  Land  Judge's  Court. 

Annuities. 

Calculation  of,  under  different  Acts, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  18,  36.^366. 
Repayment  of  —  Tabling  Receivable 
Order  Form. 
Q,    Sir  T.  Esmonde ;   ^.    Mr. 
Wjndham,  Apr.    18,  362- 

BallinacroBS— Mr.   Robinson's  Farm,  Sale 
of,  through  Estates  Commissioners,  in 
favour  of  evicted  Tenant— alleged  offer. 
Q.     Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;   A.    Mr.    , 
Wyndham,  Apr.  14,  189.  I 

Buteon  Estate,  Galway— purchase  of  Abbev 
Lands,  A^^reement  as  to.  ^    { 

Q.  Mr.  Roche ;    A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Apr.^  t8,  1451-1452. 
Cnsack  Estate,  Longford,  Prop;ress  of  Sale- 
Granting  Return  showmg  Names  of 
intendii^  Purchasers,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 

haift,  Apr.  S5,  1056. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  Apr.  S7,  1304.  I 

Dublin  Gazette,  Publication  of  Particularn   ! 
of  Applications,  etc.,  in. 
Q.  Mr.  Kilbride ;  A.  Mr.  V\ryndharo,    ; 
Apr.  19,  536.  , 

Dmmmeel  Bog,  Obligation  of  Commission- 
ers to  become  Public  Trustees  for.  \ 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd     f 
ham,  Apr.  tS,  1056-1057. 
Fermanagh,  in— Cases  of  Delay  in  settle 
ments. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  MitcheU  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-   i 
ham,  Apr.  t6,  1185. 
Forms  for  Sale  and  Purchase,  Tabling.         \ 
Q.    Mr.   Kilbride ;    A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  19,  535-536. 
King-Harman  Estate.  ' 

Plant,  W.  H.,  Quality  and  Price  of 
Land    offered  to  —  Lisftectiou  by 
officer  of  Estates  Commission  pro* 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  15,  295. 
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Land  Purchaie,  Lreland— cof<<* 


Lloyd's  Estate,  Kins's  County — Purchase 

by   Agent  of  Property—Application 

for  Reinstatement  by  fonner  evicted 

Tenant. 

Q.  Mr.  Reddy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhnni, 

Apr.  25,  1054. 

Mahonv  EsUte,  Sale  of. 

Delays  and  Irregularities  alleged. 
Of.  Mr.   Murphy,  Apr,  13,  155  ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  175. 

Doherty,  Florence,  Reinstatement  of. 
Q.  Mr.  BoUnd  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  It,  21. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Applications  from, 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  28,  1433. 

White  EsUte,  Co.  Longford. 

Evicted  Tenants,  Steps  to  be  taken 
as  ta 

Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  19, 533. 
Hand,    Mary,      considering     ap;>Ii- 
cation. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU;  A. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Apr,  t8, 
1447. 

Land  Values 

Tax  on,  proposed. 
0.    Mr.  McCrae,  Apr.  19,  624. 

Land  Values,  Assessment  and  Bating  Bill 
.  Adjourned   Motion— -Faoilitiee    for    dis- 
cussion. 
Q.    Mr.    Trevelyan ;      A    Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Apr.  25, 1061. 

Lansdowne,  Maxquess  of— Secretary  of  State, 
for  Foreign  Affair: 
France— Arbitration  Treaty   with  Great 
Britain — Opportunity    tor  discussing 
in  the  House,  Apr.  i9,  486. 

Out-door  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
2e,  Apr.  21,  820. 

Tibet  Exhibition,  Chanicter  and  Objects 
of— Policy  of  H.M.  Grovemment,  etc, 
Apr  19,  498. 

Laurie,  Lt-Oen.  J.  W.  [Pembroke  snd 
Haverfordwest] 

Tuberculosis  [Animals]  Compensation 
Bill,  2R,  Apr.  15,  332. 

Law,  Mr.  H.  A.  [Donegal,  W.] 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  on— Hardships  in- 
flicted on  poorer  Classes  in  Ireland  W, 
Apr.  26,  1275-6. 

Lawrence,  Mr.    W,   P.  [Liverpool,    Aber- 
cromby] 
Licensing  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  20,  723. 

Scotland— Sheriff  Courts — Fees  of  Medical 
Witnesses,  Apr.  25,  1030. 

LawSOUy  Mr.  J.  0. — Secretary  to  the  Local 
Oovemment  Board,  [York,  N.R., 
Thirsk] 

Companieb'  Act,  Franchise  limited  by — 
Proposed  Amendment  of  Act,  Apr. 
20,  685. 
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Lawson,  Mr.  J.  Q,—cont. 

Lymph,  Annual  Sum  Paid  to  Dr.  Blaxall 
for,  Apr,  18,  380. 

Workhouses,  Nursing  in—Delay  in  issuing 
New  Order,  Apr,  ;Pi,-849. 

LlWSOn,  Sir  W.  [Cornwall,  Camborne] 
Licensing  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr,  gO,  703. 

Second  Reading,  Date  oi,Apr,  86, 1198. 
Tibet  Expedition — Military  Operations — 

Number  of  TibeUns  killed,  Apr.  U, 

197. 

Leamy,  Kr.  E.  [KUdare,  N.] 

Land  Commission  Staff,  Insufficiency  of— 
Apr-,  26,  1187. 

Lee,  Kr.  A.  H.  [Hampshire,  Fareham] 

Dockyards— Labourers*  Wages  at  Barrow- 
in-Furness,  Apr.  S5,  1041. 

Flogging  in  the  Navy,  Abolition  of.  etc., 
Apr,  S5,  1040-1041. 

Haslar  Hospital— Allowing  Free  Use  of 
Haslar  Bridge,  Apr  18,  369. 

Ullapool  Naval  Base,  Constmotion  of— 
Progress  of  Work,  Apr,  18,  368. 

Leeds 

Telegraph  Office,  Learners  in,  Providing 
Appointments  for. 
Q,     Mr.   L.    Walton;       A,     Lord 
SUnley,  Apr,  S5,  1030-1031. 

Lees,  Sir  E.  [Birkenhead] 

Army  —  Lance,  Abolition  of,  proposed, 
Apr.  14,  227. 

Legge,     Col.    H.    [St.    George's,    Hanover 
Square] 
Army. 

Cavalry  Horses,  Reduction  in  Weight 
carried  by,  Apr.  I4, 251. 

Lance,  Retention  of.  Proposed.  Apr 
14,  256.  ^^       ^ 

Len  J,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Army— Advertisements  in  new  Journal. 
^/>r.  ^0,  678-679. 

Cattle,  Canadian,  Reason  for  non-importa- 
tion of,  Apr,  18,  380. 

Dundee  Mails— Earlier  delivery  proposed. 
Apr.  14, 201.  ^  *-    1         . 

India— Bombay— Scinde  Connection  Rail- 
way, Objections  of  the  Rao  of  Cutch 
to,  Apr,  25,  1036. 

Joint  Stock  Banks— Unclaimed  Dividends 
and  Balances,  Estimate  of.  Am,  S7. 
1288.  ^         * 

Na\'y. 

Russo-Japanese  War— British  Officers 
attached  to  Belligerent  Forces. 
Apr,  19,  524. 

Salvage  Appliances,  Apr,  19,  524. 
Patents,    British— Proportion   granted  to 
Foreigners     abroad    —   Approximate 
Numl)er  in  Force,  etc.,  Apr,  IS,  377. 
()8 
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Leng,  Sir  J.--<t>/t^ 

Transvaal — Chinese  Laboar  —  Concliuio& 
of  negotiations,  date  of  exportation  of 
labourers,  etc.,  Apr,  ;^,  J294. 

Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,  reaUntioB 
of —Budget  proposal— Amount  reniMn- 
ing  after  deduction,  methods  adqited 
to  trace   stockholder,   etc.,  Apr,  n, 


1288. 

Wireless  Telegraphy— Post  Office  Arrange 
ments  for  receipt  and  forwarding  of 
Marconi  telegrams,  Apr.  14, 201. 

Leicester 

Light  Railways— Order  presented,  Apr.  19. 
519. 

Letters 

see  Poet  Office. 

Lewis,  Isle  of 

Cemeteries,  insanitary  condition  of.  Step 
to  be  taken, 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  8.  Dickaon. 
Apr.  S5,  1053. 

Congested  state  of,  delay  in  settlement  of 
people  on  the  land,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Wdr,  Apr.  18,  471. 

Croraore— Gravir  Road,    Grant  for,  eon 
stmction  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr. ACMnrov, 
Apr,  $5,  1029. 
Portnaxurin,     provision     of    harbour  nf 
refuge  at,  proposed. 
0,  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  28,  1513. 

•Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs] 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  2r.  Apr,  I4, 129^ 

Customs— Boatmen,  Age  Limit  of,  Apr.  1^ 
531. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill. 
Con,  Apr.  I4,  271. 

National  Debt,  Customs,  and  InUiHi 
Revenue,  Amendment  of  Law  relstin!: 
to,  Apr.  ie,  1241. 

Private  Bill  Procedure — Revision  of  Scile 
of  Fees,  proposed,  Apr.  IS,  34. 

Liberia 

Trade  Report,  presented,  Apr,  19,  48ft 

Libraries 

Public    liibraries    Act  —  Rural   District 
Councils  in  Ireland. 
.\«Kif5tance  to  Councils. 
Q,    Mr.  Boland ;    A,    Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Apr,  1^,  21. 

Number  of  Councils  adopting  Act 
Q.    Mr.  Boland ;    ^.    Mr.  Wyn^ 
ham,  Apr.  IS,  22L 

Licensing  Bill 

c,  Intro.,  Apr,  20,  696. 
\n.*  Aitr.  20,757, 

Debate  on  Introduction  [C'Ommons]  Apr-  ^' 
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[Lie— Li|f 


Xiicensing  Bill — cmu. 
Debate — conL 

Ante- 1869  Beerhoasen,  position  of,  703, 
727,  742. 

Brewery  and  Distillery  Companies 
floated  from  1891  to  1903,  capital 
and  dividends  of,  etc.,  710,  711. 

Brewster  Sessions. 

Action  of,  Hardships  inflicted  on 
the  Trade  by,  698,  705,  726, 
729,  738.  789. 

Jurisdiotion  of,  700,  701. 

Compensation. 

Amount  to  be  awarded,  Method  of 
fixingJTOl,  736,  737,  752. 

Authority  to  impose  Contributions 
on  the  Trade  for  purposes  of, 
to  be  granted  to  Quarter 
Sessions,  700,  702,  721,  751, 
752. 

Districts  where  no  Reduction 
necessary,  Levying  rate  from, 
751. 

Fictitious  Value*  given  to  worst 
clafls  of  houses  by,  alleged, 
744,  745,  752. 

Insurance  Fund  to  be  raised  from 
Contributions  by  Licensed 
Holders  for  purposes  of,  702, 
707,  716,  722,  724,  726,  727, 
731,  762. 

Licences  taken  away  through  no 
fault  of  the  Owner— Compen- 
sation  to  be  granted,  700,  706. 

Tied  Houses,  Position  of  Occupiers 
of,  722,  723. 

Time  limit,  proposals  as  to,  730. 

Deputation  of  Brewers  to  the  Prime 

Minister,  711,  718,  725,  747. 
Drunkenness. 

Reduction  in  licences  no 
guarantee  for  reduction  in, 
697,  724,  736,  740. 
Royal  Commission  of  Inquiry, 
composition  and  findings  of, 
704,  709,  715. 
Licences. 

County  Boroughs,  position  of,  in, 

751. 
Exchange  of,  objections  to,  713, 

714. 
Insurance  of,  possibility  of,  699. 
New  Licences. 

Confirmation  of,  to  rest  with 

Quarter    Sessions,     703, 

735. 

Conditions  of  granting,  703, 

734. 

Reduction  of,  necessity  for,  696, 

697,  704,  705,  721,  725,  739. 
Refusal  of. 

Absolute  discretion  of  magis- 
trates as  to,  for  tlie  last 
120  years,  708,  7>9,  718, 
7i^^  729. 
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Liconsiiig  Bill — coiu. 
Debate — cont. 

Licences— con^. 
Refusal  of- 


-cant. 


Appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions, 
right  of,  701,  707,  713, 
723. 

Local  authorities,  interference 
with  discretion  of,  728, 
729,  730,  733,  734,  743, 
744. 

Magistrates  to  specify  in 
writing  the  grounds  for 
refusal,  701,  723. 

Refusal  of. 

Quarter  Sessions  to  be  the 
sole  authority  for,  700, 
717,  721,  723.  727,  728, 
729,  730,  734,  751,  752. 

Statistics  as  to,  709,  710. 
Retail  on-licences,  total  number 
of,  697. 
Licensed  Houses,  Ratio  of,  to  popu- 
lation, 697. 
Monopoly  system,  blow  aimed  at,  735, 

739,  742,  745. 

Motives  for  introduction  of  the  Bill, 
714,  715,  718,  725,  732,  748,  749. 

Opposition  to  the  Bill,  704,  719,  727, 

740,  741. 

Police  and  Magistrates  Corrupted  bv 
the  Brewery  Companies,  allegea, 
745,  748.  747,  748. 
Quarter  Sessions. 

Jurisdiction  and  Powers  of,  700, 
702,  703,  714. 
Power  of  Acting  through  a 
Committee,  702, 721, 723, 

Retrograde  Measure,  Alleged,  713. 
State  Interference,  Necessity  for,  731. 

Temperance  Party  Tactics,  harm  done 
by,  740,  741,  742. 

Tied  Houses,  Occupiers  of.  Amount  of 
Compensation  to  be  Allotted  to, 
722,  723. 

Compensation  —  Protection    of    Licence 
Holders. 
Q.    Col.  Lockwood  ;   A,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr,  ^8,  1437-1438. 

Licensed  Premises—"  Persons  Interested," 
Scope  of  term. 
Qs,  Dr.  Macnamara,  Mr.   Bayley  ; 
A.   Mr.  A.  Douglas,  Apr.  ^, 
1301-1302. 

Second  lieading.  Date  of. 
Q.    Sir  W.  Lawson  ;   A. 
four,  Apr.  26,1198. 


Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 


Lights  and  LiglitlioiiBes 

Coal  and  Oil  delivered  at  Dep6ts,  Price 
paid  for. 

.    Q.    Major  Jameson ;     A.    Mr.   G. 
Balfour,  Apr.  £5,  1031-1032. 


\cont. 
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Lights  and  Liglithoiues— <^<. 
Ships. 

Dover  Pier  Works,  Accidents  to,  1899- 
1903. 
Q.  Mr.  Plummer ;  A,   Mr.  G. 
Balfour,    Apr,    28,     1426- 
1426. 

*'  Princees  Alexandra,"  Condemnation 
of— Price  realised. 
Q.    Major  Jameson ;    A,    Mr. 
G.  Balfour.  Apr,  t6,  1031- 
1032. 

Station  Lights  and  Sicnals,  Instmc- 
tions   issued   to   Keepers   as    to 


showing. 

ajor 
Balfour,  Apr,  25,  1024. 


wing. 
?.  Ml 


Q,  Major  Jameson  ;  A,  Mr.  G. 


"Tearaght,'*  *•  Moya,"  "Mermaid," 
and  **  Irene/*  Names  and  Quali^- 
cations  of  Officials — Cost  of  Re- 
pairs, etc. 

Q,  Major  Jameson  ;  A,  M.  G. 

Balfour,  ^;t?r.  25, 1031-1032. 

Q,  Mr.  Plummer ;  A,    Mr.  G. 

Balfour,  A'pi\  28, 1424-1425. 

Light  Bailways 
see  Bailways. 

Limeriek 

Board  of  Conservators^ Water  Bailifis— 
Employment    of   Persons   fined    for 
illegal  fishing  as,  alleged. 
Q,     Mr.    W.   Redmond;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr,  I4,  189. 

Jewish  Population  in,  Protection  of. 
Qs.   Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.   Joyce ;    A,    Mr. 

Wyndham,  Apr.  IJ^  202-203. 
Q,    Sir  J.  Kennaway ;    A,   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  26,  1186-1187. 

Postal  Staft 

Holiday  Grievances. 
Q,    Mr.  Joyce ;    A.    Lord  Stanley, 
Apr,  14,  206. 

Superior  Appointments,  Increase  in, 
Proposed. 
Q,      Mr.     Joyce  ;    A.      Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  IS,  81. 

Telegraph  Learners,  Placing  on  the 
Establishment. 

Q,   Mr.  Joyce  ;  A,    Lord  Stan- 
ley, Apr,  14,  206. 

of    Duties, 

Lord  Stan- 


Telegraphists,    Revision 
proposed. 
Q,  Mr.  Joyce  ;  A. 
ley,  Apr,  IS,  81 


Lincolnshire    and    Yorkshire    Electric 
Power  Bill 

c.   Bill  withdrawn,  Apr.  12,  2. 

Liquor  Licensing,  etc. 

9ee  cdtio  Licensing  Bill. 

Alcohol  Required  for  Manufacturing  Pur- 
poses, Duty  on— Objections  to. 
0,  Sir  W.  Holland,  Apr,  19,  631 
70 


Liquor  Licensing,  etc— co?ii. 

Ale  and  Beerhouses,  Granting  Ketnm  by 

Counties  and  County  Boroughs,  abow- 

ing   Estimated  Funds  for  Compentt- 

tion. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Hobhonse  ;  A,  }At.  A. 

Douglas,  Apr,  25,  1033. 

Duties. 

Local  Taxation  Aoooonts,  Nd 
amount  paid  orer  to  — Betnrn 
presented,  Apr,  15, 295. 

Public-houses,  on.  Method  of  Levying 
— Increase  in  Duty,  proposed. 
0.   Mr.  Ashton,  Apr.  19,  «4. 

Excise  Duties,  Revenue  Derived  from, 
Decrease  in — References  to,  in  Debate 
on  the  Budget,  Apr.  19,  546,  547, 548, 
574  ;  Apr.  21,  870  ;  Apr.  26,  1213, 
1224. 

Licences. 

Increase  in  Number   of.  Amount  of 
Revenue  yielded  by. 
Os,   Mr.  £.  Robertson,  Apr.  S6, 
1217,  1218  ;  Mr.  McCiie, 
1221. 

Monopoly,  Value  oL 
Os,  Mr.  K  Robertson,  Apr.  26, 1217, 
1218,  1219  ;    Mr.   fe.  Roberu, 
1227,  1228  ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Riwell, 
1290. 

Renewal  of — Refusals. 

Death  Duties,  Recovery  of. 
Q.   Mr.    D.    A.  .  Thomas  ;  A. 
Mr.  A  Chwnbtt-Uun,  ^;^- 
28,  1444. 

Number  Refused  during  FeK  wA 
Mar.  1904,  Address  for  Bctsn. 
Apr,  28,  1635. 

Statistics  as  to. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Roberts  ;  A.  Mr. 

A.  Douglas,  Apr,  20, 683. 
Q.   Mr.    Henderson  ;  A,  Mr. 

A.  Douglas,  Apr.  S8,  im- 

1430. 

Liverpool,  Licences  and  DmnkeuDess  in^ 
Q.   Sir  F.   Milner ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Dwgltft 
Apr,  19,  521. 

Scotland— Licensing  Courts,  Constitution 
of— Tableg  presented,  Apr.  12, 6;  Aft- 
i5,480. 

Spirits,  Duty  on.  Decrease  in  RercDW 
derived  from  —  References  to,  a 
Debate  on  the  Budget,  Apr,  IS,  64®. 
547  ;   Apr.  21,  870  ;  Apr.  26,  1214- 

Liquor  Sellers*  Liability  Bill 

c.    IR.*  Apr,  20,  6^6. 

Liquor  Trafflc 

Spirits,   Adulteration  of— Excise  Regiiji 
tions  as  to  Spirits  issued  from  bond  lor 
home  consumption. 
Q,    Mr.    MacVeagh;    A.   Mr.   v. 
Cavendish,  Apr,  14, 198. 
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Disturbances,  Police  Protection,  etc 
Os,  Mr.  J.  Devlin,  Apr.  19,  666,6e7 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  667, 668  ;  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,    668   ;    Mr.    Flavin,    Mr. 
Sheehy,  668. 

Iiislea 

National    School — Appointment  of  Locid 
Manager. 
C.    Mr.  Lonsdale ;  A.    Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr,  18,  363-364. 

Idihiiaiua 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  2S,  943. 

Idverpool 

Cusu>ms,  Irish  ex-Constable  appointed  to 
position  in. 
Q,     Mr.    Delaney  ;    A,    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,    Apr,    »6,    1057- 
1058. 
Drunkenness  in,  Deprivation  of  Licenses. 
Q.    Sir  F.  Miluer ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr,  19,  521. 

Pilotage  Funds,  Contributions  towards— 
Onier  in  Council  improving  by-laws 
of  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board, 
Apr,  gg,  94.^  053. 

IdTerpool  and  London  and  Olobe  Inior* 
anee  Company  Bill 

e,  2b.  Apr,  2€,  1258. 

Agency  and  Trust   Business,  Limitation 
ol— Modification  of  Clause  9. 
0$.  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  Sir  G.  Bartley, 
Apr,   te,    1260;    Mr.    J.    W. 
Lowther,  1261. 

Uoyd-Oeorge,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon  District] 
Education  [Local  Authority  Default]  Bill, 
Date  of  introducing,  Apr,  20,  694. 

Intro.  Apr.  26,  1206. 
Licensing  Bill,  Intro.  Apr,  20,  743. 

Lloyd's  Estate,  King's  County 

Purchase  by  Agent  of  Property— Applica- 
tion   for   Re-instatement  by    former 
evicted  tenant. 
O.  Mr.  Reddy ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  25,  1054.. 

Loan  Tnnd  Board.  Ireland 

Belleek  and  Frintona  Societies,  Financial 
Position  of,  etc, 
O.  Mr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr,  12,  23. 
L^'gislation— Re-introduction  of  BilL 
STMr.  MacVeagh  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  12, 22. 

Loans 

Egypt    (Guaranteed    Loan     of     1885)— 

Account  Presented,  Apr.  12, 5 ;  Apr, 

i9,484. 
Greece  (1898)— Account  Presented,  Apr.  12, 

6  ;  Apr,  19,  484. 

India— Loans  raised  in  England— Return 
Presented,  Apr,  12,  6  ;  Apr,  19,  483. 
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Apr.  12  —  Apr.  28. 

I  Local  Anthonties 

Indebtedness  of,  <  *rowth  of. 


(Treasury    Powers) 


Os,  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr,  19, 
554-5 ;  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
man,  670  ;  Mr.  Haldane,  681 ;  Mr. 
McCrae,  625  ;  Mr.  McKenna,  627  ; 
Sir  G.  Bartley,  630 ;  Mr.  Broadhurst, 
Apr,  21,  SIS. 

Local   Authorities 
BiU 

c,  IR.*  Apr.  13,  85. 

Local   Ooyemment   Provisional    Orders 
(So.  1)  Bill 

c.  2b.*  iipr.  15,293. 

Rep.*  Apr.  22,  950. 

3b.*  Apr,  25,  1021. 
/.  IR.*  Apr.  26,  1167. 

Local    OoTemment  Provisional  Orders 
(Ho.  2)  Bill 

c.  IE.*  Apr,  IS,  73. 
2b.»  Apr,  22,  950. 

Local   Oovemment   Provisional    Orders 
(Ho.  3)  Bill 

e.  1B.»  Apr,  15,  293. 
2r.»  Apr,  26,  1175. 


Local 


iverraient 
4)  BUI 


Provisional    Order 


of  Loans,  pro- 


.   Oovei 
(Ho. 

c,  IR.*  Apr,  18,  349. 
2E.»  Apr,  26,  1175. 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional    (yrders 
(Ho.  5)  Bill 

c  IR.*  Apr.  22,  950. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Order 
^^(Poor  Law)  Bill 

e,  1R.»  Apr.  IS,  73. 
2E.*  Apt\  20,  669. 
Rep.*  Apr.  27, 1285. 
Sr."  Apr,28,U2SL 

Local  Loans  Pnnd 

Purposes  of— Restriction 

^^,'  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
556  ;  Apr.  21,  879  ;  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst, 878,  879;  Mr.  Bond, 
935. 

Local  Taxation 

Licensing  Duties  paid  over— Return 
Fresented,  Apr.  15,  295. 

Scotland— Amount  AvaiUble  for  Distri- 
bution to  3l8t  March,  1903. 
Q.   Mr.   Caldwell ;   A.    Mr.  A.  O. 
Murray,  Apr.  U,  185. 
Lockwood  Lt.-CoL  A.  [B«ex,  Epping] 

Crimean  Veterans,  increasing  Pensions  Ot» 
Apr.  28,  1435. 

Education- Carmarthen  Inquiry  intc 
workuig  of  Act— tabling  Ueport,  Apr. 
21,  836. 

House  of  Commons,  Ventilation  and  Sani- 
tation of,  Ajjr.  27,  1466-7. 

Licensing  Bill— Compensation— Protection 
of  Licence  holders,  Apr.  28, 1437. 
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Locomotiyes  on  Highways 

Motor  Cars,  see  that  title 

Loder,  Mr.  G.  W.  E.  IBrighton] 

Tristan  da  Canha, Visit  of  H.M.S.  "  Odin  " 
t<),  tabling  Report  of,  Apr,  S8, 1427. 

Logan,  Mr.  J.W.  [Leioestersbire,  Harborough] 

Dogs,  disallowing  Prof.  SchSfer's  Experi- 
ments on,  Apr.  21,  848-849. 

London 

Education  Act,  see  under  Edacation. 
Post  Office,  see  that  title. 
Postal  Service  between  Paris  and. 
Q.  Mr.  Pine  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley,  Apr.  $8, 
1428. 

Small  Arms  Company — Amount  paid  by 
(Government  for  Use  of  Rifle  Range. 
Q.  Mr.  Wbitley  ;    yl.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forsber,  Apr.  18,  366. 

London  and  North  Western  Bailway  Bill 

r.  Con.  Apr.  14,  271. 

3b.*  Apr.  18,  349. 
c.  \^*  Apr.  19,  477. 

2b.*  Apr.  28,  1406. 

London  and  Soath-Westem  Bailway  Com- 
pany 

Capital—Draft      certificate,     antborising 
raising  of,  presentcil,  Apr.  22,  944,  953 

London,  Camberwell  and  Dulwich  Tram- 
ways Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  26,  1176. 

London,  Chatham  and  Dover  Bailway  Bill 

r.  Rep.*^jt?r.  14,  182. 
3r.^  April  18,  349. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  April  £8,  1405. 

London,  City  of 

Letters — Earlier    morning    delivery    pro- 
posed. 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Gibbs  ;  A,  Lord  Stanley, 
April  15,  297. 

London  Connty  Council  (Money)  Bill 

r.  IR.*  April  IS,  349. 
2r.*  April  27,  1286. 

London,  Tilbury  and  Southend  Bailway 

/.  2r.*  April  25,  1015. 

Londonderry 

Prison,  Matron  of— Marriage  during  term 
of  service,  alleged. 
Q.    Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
AprU  14,  203. 

Long,  Bt  Hon.  W.  K,— President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  [Bristol,  S.] 
Aliens  Bill,  2r.,  April  25,  1099. 

^*^*^,  ^^^*   suggested    amendment     of*- 
Klection     of     Orsett    Rural    District 
Council.  April  20,  674. 
i  2 


Long,  Bt  Hon.  W.  H.-<wf^ 

Poor  Law. 

Alien  Pauper*,  Namber  of,  Proportioo 
to  whole  Alien  Population,  Pro- 
portion of  Briti«h  Paapers  to 
Population,  April  25,  1052. 

Children,  Boarded  out,  Number  of,  in 
England  and  Wales,  April  21, 
836. 

Guardians—ExOfficials  in  receipt  of 
Pensions,  Nomination  of,  Apnl  1S„ 
361. 

Institutions,  Corporal  Puniahment  in— 
size  of  birch  used,  &c.,  April  27^ 
1291. 

Public  Health   Acts  Amendment    Bill- 
Date  of  Introduction,  April  25,  1031. 

Small-Pox    Outbreak    of    1903,    Coat   of, 
Apiil  25,  1051. 

Tuberculosis  [Animals]  Ck)mpensation  Bdl, 

2r.,  ^prt/ij,  342,346. 
Vaccinators,  Public,  Member  of  Boards  of 

Guardians   appointed   as,    April  SO, 

674. 

Valuation  BUI,    Introduction,    April  26^ 
1199. 

Workhouses,   Nursing    in — liealing    with 
Committee  Report,  April  28,  1431. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  B  [Armagh,  Mid.] 
Constabulary,  Extra. 

Cost  of.  Refusal  of  Limerick  CorpOFi- 
tion  to  pay,  Apr.  27,  1303w 

Counties  remitting  Charges  for  extra 
Police  in  the  ust  dve  yeitra,  Apr. 
18, 364.  ^ 

Education,  Ireland. 

Lislea  National  School  —  Appoint- 
rtent  of  Local  Manager,  Apr.  18^ 
363. 

Primary— Antiquated  and  inadequate 
System,  Apr.  18,  426. 

Lord  Adyooate  for  Scotland 

Mr.  Scott- THcksou. 

Lord  Chancellor 

Earl  of  Halshnry. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland 

Lord  Ashbourne. 

Lord  Chief  Justice 

Lord  Alverstone. 
Lord  Oreat  Chamberlain 

Marquess  of  Cholmondehy. 

Lord  Justice-General  of  Scotland 

Lord  Kinross. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

Earl  of  Dudley. 

Lord  President  of  the  Privy   Ccancil 

Marquess  of  Londondttrry. 
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Lord  Privy  Seal 

Margue$8  of  Salisbury. 
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i  Lunatics 
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Lough,  Kr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Army — Advertisements  in  new  Jouraal, 
Apr.  SO,  679. 

Highbury  Telegraph  Clerks,  Hours  of 
Duty,  Apr.  26,  1178. 

Income  Tax,  Limit  of  exemption  from, 
Apr,  26,  1257. 

National  Debt,  Customs  and  Inland 
Re? enae — Amendment  of  law  relating 
to.  Apr.  £6,  1242. 

Somaliland  Expedition,  Cost  of,  Apr.  18, 
371. 

Tea. 

Additional  Duty  of  2d.  per  poimd  on 
— Budget  I^posal,  Apr.  i9,  641, 
642 ;  Apr.  $6,  1264. 

Ireland,  Treasury  Estimate  of  Duty 
and  Consumption  in,  Apr.  26, 
1189. 

Tibet  .Expedition,  Objects  of— Policy  of 
H.M.  Government,  etc.,  Apr.  19, 110. 

Wine  and  Spirits,  Duties  on,  Decrease  in 
in  Revenue  derived  from,  Apr.  26, 
1213,  1214. 

Lowther,  Et   Hon.  J.    Yf—Chairman   of 
Committees  [Cumljerland,  Penrith] 

Baker  St.  and  Waterloo  Hallway  Bill, 
Con.  Apr.  14,  266  ;  3r.  Apr.  28,  1607. 

Deputy  Speaker,  A] 


ppointment  as.  During 
»f  Mr.  Gully,  Apr.  18, 


Indisposition  o1 
73. 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insur- 
ance Company  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  26,  1261. 

Rulings  by,  aa  Chairman,  see  under  Chair- 
man. 


Lucas,  Kr.  B.  J. 

Navy. 


[Portsmouth] 


Em- 


Dockyards  —  Wajres    Paid    to 
ploy^.  Rate  of,  Apr.  12,  51. 

Torpedoes— Steps  Taken  to  Encourage 
Efficiency  in  use  of,  Apr.  12,  2^. 

Luggacurren  Estate 

Evicted  Tenants  from,  Considering  Claims 
of,  for  Re-instatement. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  i^,  393-394. 

Lunatics 

Criminal   -  Judicial  Statistics  presented, 
Apr.  12,  4 ;  Apr.  19,  479. 

Ireland. 

Ballinasloe  Asylum. 

Charge  Aguinst  Attendant  Kenny, 
etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Sloan  ;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndhafii,    Apr.    21, 
8r/K851. 

7;^ 


cent. 

Ireland — conl. 

Ballinasloe  AsyHm — cont. 

Medical   Superintendent,  Junior 

Assistant  appointed  to  Post 

of,  Reason,  etc 

Q.    Mr.    Sloan  ;     ^.    Mr. 

Wyndham,    Apr.    21, 

851-852. 

British  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  Irish 
Asvlums. 
O.  Mr.   J.   O'Connor;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.   19,  522- 
523. 

Mulli'^gar  Resident  Magistrate  and 
Notification  of  Cases. 

Q.  Mr.  Hay  den;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Apr.  26,  1183- 
1184. 

Paupers,   Uncertified,   Admission   of. 
to  Workhouses. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Apr.  18,  384. 

Scotland — Commissioners*  Annual  Report 
presented,  Apr.  12.  6  ;  Apr.  19,  48a 

Lundon,  Mr.  W.  [Limenck,  E.] 
Education,  Ireland. 

Primary — Antiquated  and  inadequate 
system,  Apr.  18,  462. 

Teachers  —  StcUus  and  remuneration 
grievances,  Apr.  18,  463. 

Income  Tax  —  Appeal  from  Ballinvaua 
Creamery,  fixing  Date  for  hearbig. 
Apr.  20,  688-689. 

Lymph 

Scotland,   for.  Annual   sum  paid  to  I)r> 
Blaxallfor. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;    A.  Mr.  G.  Lawdon, 
Apr.  18,  380. 

Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred-  -Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  [Warwick  and  Leam- 
ington] 

Africa,  South — Constabulary  forwardinj^ 
home  Discharges  from,  etc.,  Apr.  20, 
677. 

Africa,  West — Agricultural  Implements^ 
Import  Duties  on,  Apr.  21,  843. 

British  Guiana,  Indian  Coolie  Immigration 
to^Dafe  of  publish  ng  Ordinance, 
Apr.  18,  374. 

Canada — IronandSteel  Bounties—Amount, 
etc.,  Apr.  14,  195. 

Cape  Colony. 

Cape  Town — Danysz's  Virus  for  Rat 
Destruction,  Experiments  with, 
Apr.  20,  678. 

East  London,  Order  to  British  Indian 
Tradesmen  to  vacate,  Apr.  20, 
680 ;  Apr.  27,  1293,  1294  ;  Apr. 
28,  1437. 

Ceylon. 

Estate  Schools  in— Attitude  of  Estate 
Owners,  Apr.  28,  1437. 
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Apr.  12 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred— cont 

Ceylon — eoni. 

School  Children  in,  Statiiitics  as  to> 
Apr,  26,  1194. 

Cotton  IndoBtry,  Condition  of,  Apr,  S7^ 
lovl* 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies. 

Comniiflsious,  Apr.  18 ,  18;    Ajir.  97 ^ 
299. 

Transvaal     Departmental     Supplies' 
purchasing     through,    Apr,    25* 

Pavies  v.  The  Crown— Cause  of  Delay  in 
settling  Case,  Apr,  28,  1436. 

Piscal  Policy— Preferential  Tariffs,  Colonial 
Resolutions  relating  to,  Apr,  18,  372- 
373  :  Apr,  20,  679. 

France  —  Arbitration  Treaty  with  Great 
Britain  —  Newfoundland  Establidi- 
ments  to  be  relinquished  by  the  French, 
Apr,  20,  677. 

<iilbert  Islands,  Maladministration  in, 
Alleged  —  Tabling  Inquiry  Report, 
proposed,  Apr,  f7, 1294, 1296. 

<'oId  Coast  Colony  Railway — Purchase  ot 
Coal  through  Crown  Agents  —Average 
Price  paid,  etc.,  Apr,  18,  367. 

Nigeria,  Northern— Military  Operations, 
July,  1903,  Tabling  Despatches  relating 
U>,Apr,26,  119a 

Oiange  River  Colony,  Native  Labour  in. 
Statistics  as  to  Unemployed,  Apr,  19^ 
527. 

Pl>igue  at  Hong-Kong— Number  of  Cases 
from  January  to  March,  1904,  Apr,  14^ 
195. 

Rliodesia. 

Hut  Tax,  Collection  of,   by   British 
South  African  Police,  Apr,  18, 367. 

Murray,  late  J.,  of.  Missing  Property 
of,  Apr,  28,  144a 

South  African  War— Repatriation  of  Boers, 
Cost,  Names  of  Boers,  etc.,  Apr.  21, 
844  ;  Apr.  25,  1043. 

Transvaal. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of. 

Australian  Resolution  opposing, 
Tabling,  etc.,  Apr.  25,  1043. 

Boer  opposition  to  Ordinance, 
Withdrawal  of,  ^2?r.  U,  194, 
195. 

Chinese  Government,  Negotiations 
with  —Date  of  Tabling  Papers, 
Apr,  19,  626. 

Health  of  Labourers,  Repatriation 
after  Breakdown  of,  Apr,  19, 
527. 

Negotiations,  Conclusion  of— Date 
of  exportations  of  Labourers 
from  China,  etc.,  Apr,  27, 
1294. 

Ordinance  ani  Regulations,  Date 
of  Tabling,  Apr.  18,  374; 
Apr.  eo,  678. 
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Lyttelton,  Hon.  AUred—cwU, 
Transvaal— co}{^. 

Chinese  Labour-  cont. 

Plague  at  Hong-Kong  and 
Johannesbei^  Suspending 
Operations  daring  Prevalenee 
of,  Apr.  18,  374. 

Religious  observances,  facilities 
for,  Apr.  IS,  80. 

Shipping  Aocommodatioii  pro- 
vide—Ports <rf  Embarkation, 
etc.,  Apr,  28,  1441-1442. 

Wages. 

Kaffir  Wages,  lowering  c^,  by 
Competition,     Apr.     18, 

Rate  of,  Apr,  It,  20. 

Chinese  under  unrestricted  oonditioiis, 
Number  and  Status  of,  Apr.  18, 
373. 

Departmental  Supplies,  parehaaing 
through  Crown  Agents,  etc,  Apr, 
25,  1044-1045. 

High  Commissioner — Regnlations  as  to 
assenting  to  Ordinances,  Apr.  18, 

37a 

Johannesburg. 

Plague  Serum,  Prohibition  of  use 
of,  Apr,  U,  19L 

Street  Regulations  against 
Coloured  Persons  in,  Apr. 
15,366-367. 

Land  Settlement  Scheme,  Progresaof— 
Return,  Apr,  12,  20. 

Magistrates— Return  giving  Names, 
Ages,  etc.,  Date  of  granting,  Apr. 
12,20, 

Mines. 

Gold  Output  of,  and  White  and 
Coloured  Laboarers  employed 
in,  March  1898,  1899,  1902, 
1903,  and  1904,  Apr,  25, 1010 : 
Apr.  26,  1193. 

Mortality  in. 

Date  of  issuing  Return,  Apr 
12,  19. 

Tabling  Papers,  Apr.  28, 1442. 

Native  Labour— Statistics  as  to  Un- 
employed, Apr.  19,  612^, 

Revenue  and  Expenditure,  Statisti^^ 
concerning,  Apr.  26,  1039. 

Trinidad. 

Duturbances  at  Port  of  Spain— Date 

of  issuing  Report,  Apr,  1^  190. 
Indian  Coolie  Immigration  to — Date 
of  publishing  Ordinance,  Apr.  IS, 
374. 

Lytton,  Earl  of 

Dogs,  Importation  of—Withdrawal  of 
Order  relating  to,  propoted,  A  fir.  ff, 
944. 
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McAxthur,  Kr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Exchange] 

Birminffham  and  Southiivark  Biahoprics 
Bill,  Second  Reading,  Giving  Notice 
of,  Apr,  £1,  844. 

Cotton  Induitry,  condition  of,  Apr,  f7, 
1402. 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  Date  of  Reintro- 
dnotion  of,  Apr.  13^  S3.  « 

Merchant  Shi^tping— Foreign  Shipe  trading 
¥rith  Umted  KinKdom — App^lication 
of  Regulations — Date  of  Appointment 
of  Committee  of  Inquiry,  Apr,  13,  83. 

Ritualistic  Practices,  l^yftl  Commission 
on — Composition  and  Terms  of  Refer- 
ence, Apr.  go,  764,  772,  773. 

McArthur,  Kr.  W.  A.  [Cornwall,  St.  Austell] 
Devon  and  Cornwall,   provision  of  Har- 
bours of  Refuge  in,  proposed,  Apr.  i8, 
1517. 

McCartie  Estate 

Compuh>ory  Sale  of— Delay  Alleged. 
0.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  13, 166. 

McCrae,  Kr.  0.  [Edinburgh,  East] 

Exchequer  Balances  1st  April,  1899  and 
19(M— South  Afrban  LoauA  and  Pay- 
ments, etc.,  Apr.  ZO,  681,  682. 

Exchequer  realised  Deficit  1903-4,  means 
of  Meeting,  Apr.  tl,  836-837. 

Expenditure,  Increase  in,  Apr.  19,  620, 
621. 

Income  Tax,  Additional  Id.  in  the  pound 
on— Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  19,  623. 

Land  Values,  Tax  on.  Proposed,  Apr.  19, 
624. 

National  Debt — Amount  of  Contribution 
to  the  Sinking  Fund,  Apr.  £6,  1243. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on — Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  19,  ^24. 

Kacfitrlane  Estate 

Compulsory  sale  of—  Reasons  for  Delay. 
Os.  Mr.  T.   W.  Russell,  Apr.  13,  163 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  174. 

KacgiUiouddy  Estate 

Comuulsory  sale  of— Delays  and  Irregu- 
larities alleged. 

09.    Mr.     Murphy,    Apr.  13,   166; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  175. 

K^Hugh,  Kr.  P.  A.  [Leitrim,  N.] 

Dohem  National  School,  Closing  of  — 
Action  of  National  Board,  Apr.  19, 
634. 

Kaclver,  Kr.  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Ritualistic  Practices,  Royal  Conmiission 
on— Composition  and  Terms  of  refer- 
ence, Apr.  eo,  ie9. 

HoKenna,  Kr.  E.  (Monmouth,  N.] 

Alien  Paupers,  Number  of— Proportion  to 
whole  Alien  Pupnlation— Proportion 
of  British  Paupers  to  Population,  Apr. 
S5,  1052. 
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KoKenna,  Kr.  'Bi.—cont. 

Income  Tax,  Number  of  persons  paying, 
Graduation  of  tax,  etc.,  Apr.  t6,  1245, 
1246. 


indeb'edness   of,    in- 
19,  627. 


I 


Local  Authorities, 
crease  in,  Apr. 

National  Debt,  Customs  and  Inland  Re- 
venue, Amendment  of  law  relating  to, 
Apr.  26,  1239,  1240, 1243. 

National  Debt,  Permanent  charge,  Amount 
devoted  to  paying  ofif,  Apr.  g6,  1243. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on — Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  Z7,  1362. 

Unclaimed  Dividend  Account,  Realisation 
of— Budget  proposal,  Apu-.  19,  628. 

KcEillop,  Kr.  W.  [Sligo,  N.] 

Tithe,  Quit  and  Crown  Rents— Prices  of 
Redemption  in  1901,  1902  and  1903, 
Apr.  19,  635 ;  Apr.  25,  1057. 

Kaonainara  Dr.  T.  J.  [Camberwell,  N.] 
Education 

Elementary  School  Departments  — 
Number  in  England  and  Wales, 
Apr.  18,  380. 
Ireland  —  Primary  Education  Anti- 
quated and  inadequate  system, 
Afn-.  18,  461. 

London  Act. 

Provided  School^,   groupiuK    of, 

postponing  Operation  of  Act 

as  regards,   Apr.  27,    1300- 

1301. 
Section  2,  Date  of  coming    into 

Operation,    Apr.    27,    1299- 

1300. 
Seotic*n*7,  postponing  Opwution  of, 

Apr.  27, 1300. 
Underfed  children— Provision  of  Meals 
by    Local  Education    Authority 
proposed,  Apr.  20,  789. 

Voluntary  Schools'  Managers  — 
London  County  and  Borou^'h 
Council  Appointments,  Apr.  ;?7, 
1299. 

Education  (Local  Authority  Default)  Bill. 
Expenditure    under,  Apr.    28,  1444- 

1446. 
Non-provided   Schools  —  Powers    of 
Local  Authorities,  Apr.  28,  1445. 
Section   16,  Act  of   lsH>2,    suggested 
substitution  for,  Apr.  28, 1444. 
Licensing  Bill— " Persona  interested  in" 
Licensed  Premises,  Scope   of   Term, 
Apr.  27,  1301. 
Navy. 

Haslar  Hospital— Allowing  Free  Use 

of  Haslar  Bridge,  Apr.  18,  369. 
Submarines  —  Loss  <f  Al— Salvage 
operations,  Reasons  for  delay  in, 
Apr.  14,  193. 

^<^      [corU. 


Digitized  by  ^ 


^8' 


Mao-Mai] 


Maonamara,  Dr.  T.  J.—cont. 

Sayings  Banks  Defioienoes — Making  good 

out    of     Consolidated     Fund,    Apr, 

14.  197. 
Transvaa]  —  Chinese  Labour,  Ordinance, 

Withdrawal    of   Boer   opposition  to, 

Apr  14,  194. 

MacHeiU,  Mr.  J.  0.  8.  [Donegal,  S.] 

Arabia  —  Seizure  of  Smuggled  Arms  at 
MakalU,  Apr.  rr,  1295. 

Army. 

Artillery — Royal  Garrison  Regiment, 
Transfer  of,  from  Malta  to  South 
Africa,  Apr,  19,  524-525. 

Courts  Martial  —  Powers  of  Judge 
Advocate  General  in  quashing 
convictions,  Apr.  IS,  78. 

India  —  Policy  of  Viceroy,  Possibility  of 
discussing,  except  on  special  Motion, 
Apr.  IS,  97. 

Navy. 

Flogging  in,  Abolition  of,  Apr,  25, 
1039-1041 ;  Apr.  S8,  1438-1439. 

Speed  of  H.M.S.  "Drake"  and 
"Lancaster"  —  Improved  Pro- 
pellors,  Apr.  18,  357-358. 

Persian  Gulf,  Smuffding  of  Ammu- 
nition in  the,  AUtl^ing  Inquiries  as 
to,  Apr.  19,  580. 

Queen's  College,  Cork  —  Residence  of 
President,  Apr.  26,  1185. 

Recruiting  in  Ireland — Circular  issued  by 
Major  Gerard,  Apr.  19,  525. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on — Hard- 
ships inflicted  on  poorer  classes  in 
Ireland  by,  Apr.  19,  632;  Apr.  26, 
1268-70. 

Transvaal — Chinese  Labour — Facilities  for 
Religious  Observances,  Apr.  13,  79. 

Tredennick  Estate,  Donegal,  Delay  in 
Applotting,  Apr.  27, 1305. 

West  Down  Parliamentary  Election — 
Recommendation  of  Deputy  Master  of 
the  Mint,  Legality  of,  Apr.  27 1 
1307-1308. 

Yeomanry  Sergeant  Forster,  Arrears  of 
Pay  due  to,  Cause  of  Delay  in  Pay- 
ment of,  Apr.  28,  1439-1440. 

MacVeagh,  Mr.  J.  [Down,  s.] 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Department  —  Veterinary  Branch  — 
Decision  as  to  Officers'  Petition,  Apr. 
15,365. 

Down  (Co.)  Assizes  — •  Composition  of 
Grand  Jury,  Apr.  12, 22. 

Loan  Fund  Board,  Ireland. 

Belleek  and  Fintona  Loan  Fund 
Societies,  Financial  Postition  of, 
Apr.  12,  23. 

Legi«lation  —  Reintroduction  of  Bill, 
Apr.  12,  22. 
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National  School  Teachers,  Ireland— King's 
Scholars,  Training  in  1899-1900,  pou- 
tion,  date  of  increment,  etc,  Apr.  15, 
299,300. 

Press  Galleipr  of  the  House — ProvisioD  oC 
Annunciators  and  Tape  Machinw, 
proposed,  Apr.  28, 1497. 

<  Spirits,  Adulteration  oL 

Excise  regulations  as  to  spirits  issaed 
from  bond  for  home  oonsumptioa, 
Apr.  1^198,199. 

Government  Warehouses,  in, 
Apr.  25, 104S-1049. 

Transvaal—  Chinese  Laboar  —  ReUgioot 
Observances,  Facilities  for,  Apr.  IS, 
80. 

West  Down  Parliamentary  Election— 
Recommendation  of  Deputy  Blaster  of 
the  Mint,  Legality  of,  etc.,  Apr.  f7, 
1308. 

Macedonia 

Civil  Assessors,  Tabling  Reports  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Earl  Percy,  Apr, 
i5,360. 
Gendarmerie,  Reorganisation  of. 

Forei|^  Staff  Officers — Numbers  and 
Distribution,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Moon;    A.  EarlPcrey, 

Apr.  18,  359-360. 
Q.  Mr".  Bryce;    A.  Earl  raiej 
Apr.  25, 1047-1048. 

Turkish    Refusal    to     comply   widi 
Reform    Proposals— Sendmg  out 
Non-Commissioned  Officers. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  Allen  ;     A.    Eari 
Percy,  Apr.  19,  528-528. 

Kadagasoar 

Exports  and  Imports,  Value  of— Statiities 
for  1903,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  Hobhouse  ;    A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Apr.  I4, 200. 

Magistiates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
Ireland 

Case  sent  for  trial  in  opposition  to  visirs 
of  the  majority  of  local  magUtratot— 
Action  to  be  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Q.     Mr.    W.   Redmoi-d ;      A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  25, 1025. 

Mahony  Estate 
Sale  of. 

Delays  and  irregularities,  alleged. 
O9.  Mr.    Murphy,    Apr.    IS,  \5o; 
Mr.  Wynduam,  175. 
Doherty,  Florence,  Re-instatement  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaiu, 
Apr.  12,  21. 
Evicted  Tenants,  Applications  frooi. 
Q.  Mr.  Boland ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhsm. 
Apr.  28,  1433. 

Maidenhead  Bridge  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Apr.  *' 
1406. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Vol.  133-1 


SESSION  1904. 
Apr.  \2—Apr.  28. 


[Mak-Mid 


Makalla. 

mi] 

0 


Smuggled  arms,  seizure  of. 

^    Mr.  S.  MacNeUl ;  A. 

Apr,  27,  i295,  1296. 


Mr.  Brodrick, 


ted  Increase  in. 

A.    Mr.   Pretyman, 

B.    [Nottioghamshire, 


Malta. 

Defences  of,  Regulations  as  to  Admission 
of  Foreigners  to  view. 
Q,  Mr.  Yerbargh;  A.  Mr.   Prety- 
man, Apr.  25,  1026-1027. 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  [Einanoe]  Bill 

I.  Rep.*  Apr.  ge,  941. 

Mansfield  Estate  (Co.  Tyrone) 

Compolsory  Sale  of— Reasons  for  delay, 
etc. 
0.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  13, 162. 

ManufEtcturers 

Scottish  Board  of,  carrying  out  Recom- 
mendations of. 

Q.  Mr.   Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr.    A.   G. 
Murray,  Apr.  26,  1183. 

Marine  Insurance  Bill 

Re-introduction,  Date  of. 
Q.     Mr.  C.  Mc Arthur;  A.     Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  13,  83. 

Marines,  Boyal- 

Pensions  of,  si  _ 
Q.    Mr  Kearfe 
Apr.  18,  3« 

Markham,  Mr.  A. 

Maosiield] 

Army — Guns,  Standardisation  of,  Apr.  14, 
217. 

MarlborOIUj^h,  Duke  of  [Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies] 

New  Zealand  Trade— Preferential  tariflf  for 
British  goods,  sanction  ol  the  Legisla- 
ture, etc.,  Apr.  21,  830,  831, 832. 

Marriages 

Scotland,  Annual  Report  presented,  Apr. 
12,  6  ;  Apr.  19,  481. 

B.  B.  [Worcestershire,  Droit- 
Natioual  Debt,  reduction  in,  Apr.  21,  924. 
Maryborough  Prison 

Insane  Convict,  Treatment  of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Donneil  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
^pr.  *^,  1448-1449. 

Warders  in — Discontent  owing  to  conduct 
of  Chief  Warder,  taking  steps  with 
regard  to. 

Q.     Mr.    J.    O'Donneil  ;    A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  2S,  1434. 

Hassereene  and  Deane  Estate 

Compulsory  sale  of — reasons  for  delay. 
0.     Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr.  13,  163. 

Matlock  and  District  Gas  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Apr,  19,  516. 
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Martin,  Mr. 

wich] 


Maxwell,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E.  [Wigton] 

Tuberculosis  (Animals)  Compensation  Bill, 
2R.,  Apr.  15,  336. 

Maxwell,  Mr.  W-  J.  [Dumfriesshire] 

Education—  Scotch  Districts  —  presenting 
Return  showing  Area,  Population*  and 
Valuation,  Apr.  18,  360. 

Medical  Attendance 

Poor  Law,  see  Poor  Law— Scotland. 

'*Melamjpus/'  HM.S. 

Repairs,  Carrying  out,  at  Haulbowline. 
V.    Capt.  Doneian  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  20,  675. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Foreign  Ships  trading  to  and  from  Ports  in 
the  United  Kingdom — Application  of 
Regulations — Committee  of  Inquiry, 
date  of  appointment. 

Q.     Mr.  CMcArthur;  ^.    Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Apr.  13,  83. 

(loods,  Carriage  of — Liability  of  Shipping 
Companies  —  legislation     to    revise 
Clauses  in  Bills  01  lading  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Pirie  ,  A.    Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Apr.  £2, 956. 

Income  Tax,  exemption  of  Mariners  from — 
Inconsistencies  of  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  as  to. 

Os.     Lord  Muskerry,  Apr.  ;^5, 1017  ; 
Earl  of  Donoughmore,  1019. 

Stamp  Duties,  Evasions  of  bv  Companies— 
rraposed  Government  Action. 
Q.    Mr.  Pirie  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
Iain,  Apr.  26,  1189-1190. 

Merchant  Shipping  Bill 

I.  \n.*Apr.25,  1017. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Apr.  12,  1. 

Metric  System  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  9te  thai  title. 

Metropolitan  Police 
see  Police. 

Metropolitan   Police   Provisional  Order 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  U,  182. 

3R.*^ior.  i5,  293. 
I.  IR.*  Apr.  19,  41S. 

Metropolitan  Railway  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Apr.  19,  516. 

Mid-Cheshire  Tramways  Bill 

/.  Bill  not  to  be  proceeded  with,  Apr.  ?fi^ 
1165. 

Midland  Railway  Bill 

c.  Con.*  Apr.  13,  73. 

.3r.*  Apr.  IS,  349. 

/.  IR.*  Apr.  19,  All. 
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KUdmay,  Kr.  P.  B.  [Devonshire,  Totnes] 
House  uf  Commons. 

Divisions,    Alteration    in   method'  of 
taking,  proposed,  Apr.  28,  1470. 

Ventilation  and  sanitation  of,  Apr.  S8t 
1470. 

Militia 

Accoutrements  provided,  Grievances  as  to. 
O.  Mr.  C.  Warner,  Apr.  14,  274. 

Field  Artillery,  Armament  of,  and  increase 
in,  proposals  as  to. 
0$.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
Apr.  U,  212. 

Garrison  Artillery-  Training  at  mobilisa- 
tion stations,  use  of  modwn  guns,  etc. 
08.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Amold-Forster, 
^pr.i^  221. 

Milner,  Et.  Hem.  Sir  P.  0.  [Notts,  Bassetlaw] 
Liverpool,  Licences  a^d  Drunkenness  in, 
Apr.  19,  621. 

Tuberculosis  (Animab)  Compensation  Bill, 
2R.,  940. 

Mines 

Child  Labour  in— Hours  of  labour,  powers 
of  Inspector  to  vary. 
Q.  Mr.   Fenwick  ;   A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglss,  Apr.  IS,  80. 

Coal,  see  Coal  Mines. 

MitcheU,  Mr.  £.  [Fermanagh  N.] 

Agricultural  Department — Loans  for  pro- 
viding Machinery  for  Technical  In- 
struction, Issue  of,  Apr.  28,  1450. 

Ely  Estate,  Fermanagh— Decrees  for  Rent 
gainst  Tenants — Expediting  Sale  to 
TenanU.  Apr.  28, 144&-1450. 

Erne  River,  Laying  down  young  Trout  in, 
Apr.  26, 1186. 

Fermanagh. 

Arms  Act,  Proclamation  under,  Apr. 
26,  1185. 

Land  Purchase  in— Cases  of  Delay  in 
Settlements,  Apr.  26,  1185. 

MoIetWOrth,  Sir  L.  W.  [Cornwall,  Bodmin] 
Battleships,  Speed  Trials  by,  ofif  Cornwall, 
Damage  to  Fisheii  s  from,  Apr.  ^8, 
1431. 

Monaghan 

Agricultural  and    Technical   Committee, 

Display  of  Party   Flags   at   Shows, 

prohibit4>d  by. 

Q.     Mr.  Sloan  ;  A. 

Apr.  20,  686. 

Monkswell,  Lord 

Outdoor  Relief  ( Friendly  Societies)  Bill,  2r. 
Apr.  21,  811,  818. 

Moon,  Mr.  E.  K.  P.  [St.  Pancras,  N.] 

Africa,  South— Constabulary,  forwarding 

Discharges  home,  etc.,  Apr.  20,  677. 
France— Arbitration  Treaty    with    Great 
Britain — NewfoundlandEstablishment 
relinquished  by  the  French,  Apr.  20, 
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Mr.  Wyndham, 


Moon,  Mr.  E.  E.  P.— co/i/. 

Macedonia— Qendar  nerie,  Re-organisatifle 
of— H'orei^  Staff  Offioerv — Number 
and  Distribution,  etc  ,  Apr.  ISy  3-39. 

Tibet  Expedition— Reasons  for — ^Tibecaa 
Mis-iian  to  St.  Petersburg,  Apr,  IS,  1  \± 

TnuMvaal  ^  Chinese  Labour -- Date  ol 
Tabling  Ordinance  and  RegulatioDs* 

Apr  20,^11-^1^. 

Mooney,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  County.  &j 

Contracts  for  the  Army,  Exdoaioii  of  Irish 
Firms,  Apr.  U,  254. 

House  of  Commons,  Yentilation  and  S  ioi- 
tation  of,  Apr.  28,  1481. 

Rathmiues,  Division  into  Wards,  Delsy  ia 
holding  Inquiry  as  to,  Apr.  19,  535. 

Moray  Firth 

Trawling  in  — Landing  ReeuIalioBs  for 
Foreign  Vesseb  —  L^^udation  for 
removal  of  anomalies,  proposed. 

Os.    Marquess  of  Huntley,  Apr.  19, 
512 ;  Eari  of  Onslow,  514. 

Morley,  Et  Hon.  J.  [Montrose  Burghs] 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Apr.  IS, 

o4. 

Morocco 

Arbitration  Treaty  between  Great  Britain 
«nd  France. 
Consultation  of  Moroccan  and  SpaiiG«h 
Grovemments,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.  G    Bowles;    A.     Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Apr.  14,  SOa 
Continental  Amements  as  to  Moict>roa 
Q.    Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  20,  692,  603. 

Motelcy  Commiflsion 

Reports,    pubtishing,    as    Pariiamentary 
Papers. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  0*DonneU  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  18,  SdS. 

Motor  Cart 

Hyde  Park,  Prohibited  Roads  in,  exhibi- 
tion of  Notices  in. 
Q.   Mr.  Bull ;  A.   Lord  Balcarres, 
Apr.  25,  1052-1053. 

Number  registered  and  number  of  lioenoes 
granted  in  1903-4  —  Address  lor  Re- 
turn, Apr.  28t  1536. 

Scotland. 

Regbtration  and  LioensiuK,  Order  pn>* 
aented,  Apr.  12,  7 ;  Apr.  19,  4SL 

Use  and  Construction,  Order  pre- 
sented, Apr.  12,  7  ;  Apr.  19,  4»4. 

Motor  Cycles 

Use  of,  for  despatch-carrying  in  Imperial 
Yeomanry  Training,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Allhnsen ;   A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  ^jpr.  27,  1292,  1293. 
Moulton,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Cornwall,  Launoeston] 
Devon  and  Cornwall,   Provision  of  Har- 
bours of  Refuge  in,  proposed,  Apr.  28, 
1515. 
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Moy 

Post    Office.  —  KeasoQ 
charged. 

Q,   Mr.   Sloan; 
Apr.  14,  206. 


for    Extra    Fees 
A,   Lord  Stanley, 


SESSION  1904. 
Apr.  12— Apr,  28. 

Murray,  late  James 


[Moy—Kan 


KulUngar 

Lonatiot     in — Notification    to    Resident 
Magistrate. 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Apr,  26,  1183-1184. 

MuUingar,  Kells  and  Drogheda  Railway 
Bill 
e.  Rep.  Apr,  18,  350. 
Owi-Mpr.  26,  1021. 
3k.*  Apr,  28,  1422. 

Mumaghail,  Mr.  0.  [Tyrone,  B4id] 

Tea  Duty,  Increase  in,  hardships  inflicted 
on  the  poorer  classes  in  Ireland  by, 
Apr,  27,  1328-9. 

Murphy,  Mr.  J.  [Kerry,  K] 

Killamey,  EstabliBhine  Telephone  Ck>m- 
mnnication  with,  Apr,  25,  1060. 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts — Appointment  of 
Mr.  C.  Atkinson,  Apr,  18,  383. 

Land  Judge's  Court,  Ireland — Procedure, 
Delays,  &c.— Winding  up  Business  of 
the  Court  proposed,  Apr,  IS,  151, 176. 

Murray,  Rt  Hon.  A.    Q.—Sewetary  for 
SeoOoHd  [Buteshire] 
Education. 

Defective    and    Epileptic    Children, 


making 
1029. 


provision   for,  Apr,  25, 


Districts. 

Area,  Population,  and  Valuation, 
presenting  Return   showing, 
Apr,  18,  360. 
Valuation  and  Population  of,  Apr, 
28,  1431. 

Equivalent  Grants,  Apr.  25,  1030. 

Fisheries,  Protection  of,  Names  of  Vesnels 

engaged  in,  Apr,  19,  532. 
Lewis,    Isle    of— Cromore-Gravir    Road, 

Grant  for  construction  of,  Apr.  25, 


Manufactures,    Board    of,    carrying    out 
Recommendations  of,  Apr,  26,  1183. 

Poor  Jiaw— Medical  attendance  for  paupers, 

rules,  etc.,  Apr,  IS,  77. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 

Act  —Absence  of  M.P.'s  from  Com- 

miraiou  of  Inquiry,  Apr,  18,  381. 
« 
Secondary    and    Technical    Education- 
Grants  for  Tulliallan  and     Culross, 
Apr,  20,  685. 

Taxation,  f-.ocal— Amount  available  for 
diptribation  to  Mar.  31,  1903,  Apr.  U, 
185. 
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Missing  Property  of. 
Q.  Mr  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A, 
Apr,  28,  1442-1443. 


Mr.  Lyttelton, 


Museumg 

British  Museum,  see  thai  title. 

Victoria  and  Albert — Date  of  completing 
Building. 
Q,  Mr  Co^hill ;  A,  Lord  Balcarres, 
Apr,  18,  356. 

Music 

Irish  Royal  Academy  of.  Lack  of  Accom- 
modation in-^Granting  (Ik>llege  of 
Science  Building  to. 

Q,  Mr.  BoUnd ;  J.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr,  18,  388-389. 

Muskerry,  Lord 

Merchant  Service— exemption  of  Maiiners 
from  Income  Tax— Inconsistencies  as 
U>,.Apr.  25,  1017, 1020. 

Hannetti,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Dublin,  College  Green] 
Army. 

Canteens — Supplies  in  Ireland,  Apr. 

14,  249,  250,  251. 
Contracts     for— exclusion     of     Irish 
Firms,     Apr,   14,  234,  243,  253, 
256,276. 

Contracts    for    Government   Buildings— 
excluding  Irish  Firms  from  tendering, 
Apr,  26,  1187-1188. 

Dublin. 

Inland  Revenue  and  Customs  Receipts, 
Amounts  190^-3,  Forwarding 
Money  to  London,  etc  Apr,  25, 
1057. 

Post  Office,  Dual  working  in,  Apr.  28, 
1453-1454. 

Science  College,  New  Building— Em - 
plojing  Irish  Materials  and 
Workmen,  etc.,  Apr,  28,  1452. 

Telegraph  Service,  Dismissal  of  Mes- 
sengers, Apr.  25,  1059. 

Telegraph  School,  overcrowding  of, 
Apr,  28,  1453. 

Tram  Car  Licences— Inclusion  in 
amount  for  Stage  (Carriage  Licences, 
Apr,  22,  957. 

Education,  Ireland,  Primary— antiquated 
and  in  adequate  system,  Apr,  18,  397 

Housing  of  Working  Classes,  embodying 
ReMlutions  of  National  Convention  in 
framing  Bill  for,  Apr,  25,  1055. 

Telegraph  Service. 

Promotion  of  Female  Opeiators  in  the 
Central  Office.  Apr,  19,  530-631. 

Supplementing  Sta£f  from  England  on 
account  of  Royal  Visit,  Apr,  SO, 
690-691. 
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National  Debt 

Comparison  of 

nve  years. 

0.    Mr. 

554. 


indebtedness  during  last 
A,  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
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.4pr,  12— Apr.  28. 

Hational  School  Teachers,  Ireland-^oit 


Funded  and  Unfunded  Debt. 

Amounts  of,  1904,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.    Buchanan ;     A.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr,  25, 1032. 

'      Reduction  in— Statistics. 

0,    Mr.  A.   Chamberlain,  Apr,  19, 
553. 

Law  relating  to,  Amendment  of — Resolution 
Oh,  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr,  S6, 1239, 1241 ; 
Mr.  McKenna,  1239,  1240,  1243; 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  1239,  1241 ; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis,  1241 ;  Mr.  Lough, 
1242 ;  Mr.  Buchanan,  1242, 

Permanent  Debtw Charge. 
Allocation  of. 
Q,    Mr.   G.  Bowles;  A.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr.  gl,  838. 
Amount  devoted  to  payment  of. 
Os.    Mr.  McKenna,  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Apr.  26,  1243. 
Resolution  as  tu. 

Q.    Mr.     Buchanan  ;  A.    Mr.    A, 
Chamberlain,  Api\  g6,  1198. 

Reduction  in. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
553-4 ;  Mr.  Ashton,  608  ;  Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  A2)r.  ^1,  861  ;  Mr.  G. 
Bowles,  885  ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
890  ;  Mr.  Martin,  924. 

Q.  Mr.  Runciman  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Apr.  25y  1048. 

Sinking  Fund. 

Reduction  of  Debt  by  means  of. 
08.  Mr.  Ashton.  Apr.  19,  609 ;  Mr. 
MoCrae,  622 ;  Mr.  S.  Buxton, 
Apr.  iSl,  861  ;  Mr.  Ritchie,  866, 
867,  868  ;  Mr.  Runcunan,  890  ; 
Mr.  McCrae,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Apr.  26,  1243. 

Suspension  of,  objections  to. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
569;  Mr.  Ritchie,  577;  Mr. 
Haldane,  578  Sir  H.  Fowler, 
596  ;  Sir  G.  Bartley,  629  ;  Mr. 
S.  Buxton,  Apr.  21,  861 ;  Mr. 
S.  Samuel,  918. 

National  Expenditure 

see  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

If  ational  School  Teachers,  Ireland 

Appointments  and  dismissals  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  the  managers. 

Os.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr.  IS,  436, 
461  ;  Dr.  Macnamara,  461. 

Evening  School  Teachers,  Queen's  County, 
Payment  of  Grants  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Delany  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  X,  1179-1181. 
.SO 


Payment  by  results,  abolitionof,  haidshiih 
entailed  by. 
0.  Sir.  J.  Haslett,  Apr.  18,  446. 

Salaries. 

King's  Scholars  training  in  1899-1900. 

position  of,  date  otincrementete. 

Qs.   Mr.  MacVeagh ;   As.  Mr. 

Wyndham,    Apr.  15,  2», 

Statistics. 
0.  Mr.  Nannetti,  Apr.  18,  402. 

Status  and  remuneration  of,  Grievances  in 
connection  with. 

Os.  Mr.  Nannetti,  Apr.  18,  402, 
403;  Mr.  S.  Young,  425;  Sir. 
J.  Haslett,  444 ;  Mr.  Lundop 
463. 

Training. 

Re-modelling    present    system,  pro- 
posed. 
0.  Mr.  T.  O'Donnell,  ^flf.  i,v 
410,  411. 

Havy 

First  Lord— Eaxl  qf  Selborne. 

Financial  Secretary— idr.  E.  G.  Pretymm. 

Armaments,  Vote  for,  Apr.  12,  27. 

Bases —Ullapool  at,  constroction  of— Pnh 
gress  of  Work. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Apr. 
i^,368. 

Battleships. 

Armament  for,  date  of  placing  oitieiv. 
Os.  Mr.  J.  F.   Hope,  Apr.  IS,  51 : 
Mr.  Pretyman,  51,  52. 

Construction  by  foreign  countriee- 
number,  tonnage,  etc.  of  vessels 
building  and  projected. 
Q.    Mr.    Yerbui^;     J.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  15,  296. 
Gunning  of— Calibre  of  guns. 

0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  12,  29. 
Speed  Trials,  Damage  to  Fishing  In 
dustry    by — measured    mile    at 
Polperro— Question    of   Compen 
sation,  etc. 

Os,  Lord  Tweedmouth,  Apr.  j^*. 
1170;  Lord  Selborne,  1173. 

Q.  Sir  L.  Molesworth ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  Fellowes,  Apr.  2S,  1431 
1432. 

Boilers. 

Accidents  and  Repairs  since  first  Kt  • 
port   of   Committee,    Fumiahiii;; 
Li«^t  of. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  A  fir.  h\  46; 
Mr.  Pretyman,  47. 

Working  of  Various  Classes,  Infonnn 
tion  as  to. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  IJ,  46: 
Mr.  Pretyman,  47. 
Canteens,  System  of — Corrupt  Practices 
etc.,  Alleged. 
Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  ^;?r.7f,  66;  3J» 
Pretyman,  68. 
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''Centurion,"    H.M.S.,     Defective    Gun 
Sights  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Harmsworth  ;  A,  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Apr.  18y  35^-359. 

Repairing  at  Hong-Kong,  proposed. 
Us.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  13,41. 

Cliilian  Battleships,  Purchase  of,  Increase 
in  Estimates  Dae  to. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
660;  Mr.  Ritchie,  676;  Mr. 
Labouchere,  1341. 

Coal,  Estimate  for.  Reason  for  Placing  on 
the  Shipbuilding  Vote. 

Os.  Earl  of  Dalkeith,  Apr.  12,  61 ; 
Mr.  Pretyman,  62. 

Contracts— Acceptance  of  Highest  Tender 
at  Berehaven. 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  25,  1026. 

Cruisers. 

Armoured,   Gunning  of  —  Inadequate 
Provision  of  Modem  Guns. 
08.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  12,  27  ; 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  29 ;  Mr.  Prety- 
man, 34. 

Designs  for  New,  Date  of  Issuing. 
Os.    Mr.  J.  F.  Hope,  Apr.  12,  51  ; 
Mr.  Pretyman,  51,  52. 

Defences,  Regulations  as  to  Admission  of 
Foreigners  to  View. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  25,  1026-1027. 

Discharges— Case  of  Ormsby  Webb. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman,  Apr. 
25.  1026. 

Dockyards,  see  that  title, 

*'  Drake  "    and    "  Lancaster,**  Speed 
H. M.S.— Improved  Propellers. 
Q.     Mr.    S.    MacNeUl;     A 
Pretyman,  Apr.  18,  357-358. 

Engineer  Commanders,  Regulations  as  to 

Pay  of. 
Q.  Ml.  Kearley  ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  25,  1027-1029. 
Expenditure  by  Continental  Coantries  in 

years  1880,   1890,    1900,    1901,    1902, 

1903,  Compared  with  that  of   Great 

Britain— Return  presented,  Apr.  18, 

352. 
Fleets   of    Great    Britain    and    Foreign 

Coantries— Return    presented,    Apr. 

22,  954. 

Flogging  in.  Abolition  of. 
0.    Mr.  S.  MacNeUl ;    A.    Mr.  A.  Lee, 

Apr.  25,  1039-1041. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MaoNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  28,  1438-1439. 
Flour, Oatmeal,  Biscuits, etc.,  Manufacture 
of,  by  the  Government. 
Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr.  12,  65 ;   Mt. 
Pretyman,  67,  68. 

Gun  Sights. 

••Centurion,*'     of,     see     s^jhheading 
"  Centurion.** 
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Gun  Sights — cont. 

Defects    in,    JC'ommittee   of 


of 
Mr. 


Inquiry 
into,  Appointment  of,  proposed. 
0.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr.  12,  32. 


Systems  and  Gearing  in  use. 
Os.    Mr.   Pretyman,  ^»r. 
39;    Mr.   Kearley,  39; 
Bowles,  41. 


Mr. 


Gunnery. 

Committees      of      practical      sailor» 
appointed  to  inquire  into. 

0.  Mr.  Pretyman,  ^pr.  12,  34. 

High  Angle  fire,  Investigations  as  to 
possibility  of  increasing. 

Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Apr.  12,  31 ; 
Mr.  Pretyman,  Zt. 

Gunpowder— High  Explosive  used  by  the 
mese.  Information  as  to  value  of. 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  12,  30. 


Ta 


Guns. 

Armoured 


Inadequate 


29; 
Mr. 


Cruisers, 
gunning  of. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  12, 27  ; 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  29 ;  Mr.  Prety- 
man, 34. 

Battleships,  Calibre  of  Guns  on. 
O.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  12,  29. 

Calibre  and  length  of. 
Os.    Sir   C.    Dilke,    Apr.    12, 
Mr.    Pretyman,    37,    38; 
G.  Bowles,  40. 

Efficiency  of — Quick-firing  guns  fitted 
with  obsolete  breech  action. 
Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr.  12,  32, 
42  ;  Mr.  Pretyman,  42. 

Provision  of  7*5  and  9*2  Guns  in  place 
of  6-inch. 

Os.  Mr.  Pretyman,  ^pj-.  12,  35, 
36  ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  35,  40  ; 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  36. 

Haslar  Hospital,  Arranging  for  Free^Une 
of  Bridge. 

Q.  Dr.  Macnamara ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Lee, 
Apr.  18,  369. 

Marine  Light  Infantry,  Royal— Suggested 
Increase  in  Pensions.  •  •-  - 

Q.  Mr.  Kearley ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
A^.  18,  358. 

"MeUmpus,**  H.M.S.,  Carrying  out  Re- 
pairs  to,  at  Haulbowline. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;   A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man, Apr.  20,  675. 

"Odin,**  H.M.S.,  visit  of,  to  Tristan  da 
Cunha,  1'abling  Report  of. 
Q.  Mr.   Loder ;    A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  28,  1427. 

Ordnance,  Reserve  of.  Steps  taken  to  make 
adequate. 
Os.  Sir  J.   Colomb,    Apr.    12,  31  ; 
Mr.  Pretyman,  37. 

Osborne  House,  see  that  title. 

Rations,  see  subhecuiing  Victualling. 
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Ku8M>- Japanese  War— Naval  Operations. 

British  attach^.  Advisability  of  ap- 
•     f  of  the 


g^intine,  to  watch  on  behalf 
ritish  J^avy. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Sir  J.  Colomb, 
Apr,  ii?,  30;    Mr.   Prety- 
uian,  42. 

Naval  Officers  attached  to  Belligerent 
Forces, 
e.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  April  19,  03^ 

Salvage  Vessels  and  Apparatus — Employ- 
ment of  Private  Firms,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Yerbnrgh;    A.  Mr.  Prety- 

man,  Apr.  15,  206. 
Q,  Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A,  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  19,  524. 

Hhipl  uilding. 

Expenditure    on — Comparison     with 
Foreign  Countries  for  1895-1904. 
y.    Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;   A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  IS,  19. 

Foreign  Countries,  Numl)er  of  Ships 
Building  and  Projected,  Tonnage, 

Q,    Mr.    Yerburgh;    A.     Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  15,  296. 

Germany,  Increase  in  Construction  in. 
08.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Api\  IS,  45. 

Tonnage. 

Additions  to,  Compared  with 
those  in  Navies  of  France, 
Kus^ia  nml  Germany. 

Os.  Mr.  E.  KobertBon,  Apr. 
1^,  44;  Sir  J.  Colomb  ; 
46. 

Total  Warship  Tonnage  1895  and 

1904,     and    for    Continental 

Countries  and  United  States. 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Mr. 

Pretyman,  Apr.  25, 1028. 

Vote  for.  Delaying  Sanction  to,  pro- 
posed. 
08.  Mr.  E.  Robeitson,  Apr.  12, 
43. 

Submarine  Mine**,  Questionable  Policy  of 

placing    ander    control    of    the  War 

Office. 

Os.   Sir  J.  Clomb  ;   Apr.  14,  279  ; 

Sir  C.  Dilke,  280  ;  Mr.  Arnold- 

Forster,  281. 

Submarines. 

Al,  Loss  of— Salvage  Operations. 
Delay,  Reasons  for. 
Q.    Dr.   Macnamara ;    A.    Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  14,  193. 

Expeditious  Salvage  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  Saving  Life. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh;  A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,     Apr.    15, 
296. 

Information  as  to. 

Q.   Mr.  E.  Robertson ;   A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  18,  869. 
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Al,  Lojs  of,  etc  —iMAt. 

Swedish   Company,    Reasrina  for 
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Employing. 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  31r. 
Pretyman,     Apr.     15, 

Constmction  of,  Expenditure  on,  and 

lack  of  information  as  to  Designs, 

etc 

Os.   Sir  C.  DUke,  Apr.   12,  », 

6U;    Mr.   G.    Bowles,    GD; 

Mr.  Pretyman,  61. 

Salvage  of  Damaged  V^essela— Special 
fittings  to  facilitate  raising  Sab- 
marines. 

q.    Mr.    Yerburgh;    A.     Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  15,  296. 

-  Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man, Apr.  19,  524. 

Value  of.  In  time  of  War. 

Os.    Mr.   G.  Bowles,  Apr.   li,  61 ; 
Mr.  Pietymin,  61. 

Torpedoes,  Efficiency  in  use  of.  Steps 
taken  to  encourage. 

Os.  Mr.  R.  Lucas,  Apr.  7?,  2S  ;  Mr. 
Pretyman,  37. 

Ullapool  Base,  Cun^itruclion  of — Progress 
of  Work. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Apr. 
18,  368. 

Victualling.- 

Estimate  for,  Increase  in. 
Os.  Mr.  Whitley,  Apr.  12,  69  ;  Mr. 
Pretyman,  70. 

l^rovisions  not  taken  up,  Arrange- 
ments as  to  Payments  for. 

Os.  Mr.  Whitley,  A/w.  IJ,  ® ; 
Mr.  Pretyman,  70. 

Reserves   of    Stores    in    Exce*^    o( 
Kf'qairement*',  alleged. 
Os.  Mr.  Kearley,  Apr.  1£,  66: 
Mr.  Pretyman,  67,  68. 

Victualling  Yards — Unskilled  Labourers, 
Character  of  Work  Performed  by,  and 
Rate  of  Wage, 
a  Capt.  Norton,  Apr.  U,  49.  51. 

Vavy  Estimates 

Appropriations-in-Aid — Principle    of   Ap- 
portionment in  the  Different  Votes. 
O.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Apr.  /♦,  33. 

Armaments— £3,646,000,   Qom.^   Apr 

1£,21. 

Increase  in  Vote. 
0.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Apr.  1£,  32. 

Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities — £353,300, 
Com.*  Apr.  U,  71. 

Half  Pay,  Reserved  and  Retired  Pay— 
£706,200,  Com.*  Apr.  IX,  71. 

Increase  in.  References  to,  in  Debate  on 
the  Budget,  Apr.  19,  550,  581,  585, 
595,  604,  610,  629,  630,  688,  6d9 ;  Apr. 
Bl,  864,  889,  913.  914 ;  Apr.  27,  1319. 
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Savy  Estamates— con^ 

Martial  Law,  etx;.— £15,500,  Com.*  Apr. 
/^,  70. 

Mediciii  Eiitablvkhments  <ind  Services  — 
£293,000,  Com.*  Apr.  12,  70. 

Midcelianeons  Effecti  veServnce8-~£444,000, 
Com,*  Apr,  1^,71. 

Roy  1  Naval  Reserve— £404,500,  Com.* 
Apr.  if,  71. 

Scientific  Services— £72,600,  Com.*  Apr. 
/A  71. 

Shipbuilding,  Repairs,  Maintenance,  etc 
Coal,  Item  for,  Reason  for  Placing  on 
the  Shipbuilding  Vote. 

Os.  Earl  of  lialkeith,  Apr.  1^, 
61 ;  Mr.  Pretymtn,  62. 

J/^t/^rtei— £5,062,800,   Com.,  Apr.  12, 
59. 

i^er^o/iTw/— £3,044.200,  Conu,  Apr.  12, 
42. 

Victualling  ani  Clothing  —  £2,428,000, 
Com.,  Apr.  12,  65.  * 

Heiherlands 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  19,  481. 

Hew  Members  Sworn 

Seely.  Mr.  John  Edward  Bernard,  for 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  Apr.  13,  84. 

Waldron,  Mr.  Lawrence  Ambrose,  for 
Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Green),  Apr.  12, 
27. 

li^ew  Biver  Company  Bill 

c.  2R.*  Apr.  19 y  516. 

Hew  Zealand 

Trad-^— Preferential  Tariff  for  British 
(^oods— Sanction  of  the  Legislature, 
etc. 

Os.  Earl  Beauchamp,  Apr.  21,  830 
Duke  of  Mirlborough,  830,  832 
Marquess  -f  Ripo  i,   831,  832 
Lord   Tweedmouth,  831  ;    Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,  832. 

Jfew    Zealand    Loan    and    Mercantile 
Ag^ency  Company  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Apr.  12,  2. 
Rep.*  Apr.  22,  951. 
Z^.*  Apr.  27,  1285. 

JfewcasUe,  Co.  Down 

Votm^  Register,  Constitution  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  C  Cra'g,   Mr.  T.   W.  Russell ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Ain-.  21,  852 

Jfewfonndland 

French  Shore  question — Payment  of  Indem- 
nity under  Arbitiation  Treaty. 

Q.   Mr.  G.    Bowles  ;  -i.  Mr.   A-  J- 
Balfour,  J[i>r.  14,210. 

:Vidd  Valley 

Li^ht  Railway— transfer  of  powers— Order 
I>re^entea,  Apr.  19,  51%. 
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Apr.  U-^Apr   28. 

Kigeha,  Vorihem 

Military  Operations  July,   1903,  Tabling 
Depatches  relating  to. 


Q.  Dr.  Farqnharson  ;  A.-  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr.  26,  1193. 

Holan,  Col.  J.  P.  [Galway,  N.] 

Education,  Ireland,  Primary — Antiquated 
and  inadequate  syhtem,  Apr.  18,  456. 

Konnan,  Mr.  H.  [Wolverhampton,  S.] 
AUens  Bill.  22:  Apr.  S5,  1106,  1107. 

Korth  Sea  Fisheries 

Convention  of  Powers  for  protection  of 
immature  Ksh  proposed. 

Os.  Lord  Tweedmouth  Apr.  19,  504, 
509  ;  Lord  Heneage,  506. 

Korth  Staffolrdshire  Bailway  Bill 

/.  2Vi.*  Apr.  25,  1015. 

Korthhrook,  Earl  of 

Outdoor    Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bil 
2r  Apr.  21,  815. 

Tibet  E\pedition.  Reasons  for  despatch  of 
— Policy  of  H.M.  Government,  etc, 
Ap^'.  19,  493. 

Norton,  Captain  C.  W.  [Newington.  W.] 
Army. 

Courts  of  Inquiry,  Constitution  and 
proceJuve  of,  Apr.  IS,  144. 

Lances  and  Swords,  decision  as  to 
retention  of,  Apr.  1^,  228. 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,    e.,  Apr.  IS,  144. 

Cape.  Colony,  British  India  Traders  in— 
Expulsion  from  East  London,  Apr.  27 ^ 
1J94. 

Customs  Watchers,  Siving  to  Revenue  by 
Institution  of,  Apr.  22,  954. 

House  of  Commons^Divisions,  alteration 
in  method  of  taking,  proposed,  Apr. 
28,  1488. 

Navy — 

Dockyards. 

Joiners'  (Trievances,  Apr.  12,  48. 

Liltoure  s    Wages  at  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  Apr.  25,  1041. 

Police  on  duty  at,  pay  of,  Apr.  12, 
59. 

Victualliii;^  yards,  unskilled  labour  in, 
character  of,  and  rate  of  remune- 
ration. Apr.  12,  49,  51. 

Post  Office. 

Boy  Cop^i-jts,  Employment  of,  Apr, 
20,  682. 

Sorters— Hours  of  imty  at  East  Cen- 
tral Office,  Apr.  27,  1297. 

Smihampiori,  Military  Riot  at,  Men  of 
2nd  <yheshire  Regiment  implicated  in, 
Apr.  25,  1042  ;  Apr.  27,  1293. 

Norwich  Water  BUI. 

I.  2a.*    Apr.  25,  1015. 
Rep.*    Apr.  28,  1403. 
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Kuneaton  and  CliilYers  Coton  Urban  Dii- 
triot  Council  BilL 

c.  2R.*     Apr,  19,  516. 
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Apr.  12— Apr.  28. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.—cont 

Rathdangan    Postal    Arrangements— R^ 
Tision  proposed,  Apr,  S£,  955. 


Kundng. 

Workhouses,  in — Dealing  with  Committee 
Report. 

Q,  Mr.  Schwann  ;  A,  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Apr,  S8,  1431. 

Observatoriet,  Boyal       ^ 

Edinburgh— Report  presented,  Apr.  It,  6  ; 
Apr.  10, 480. 

**Odin,'  H.M.8. 

Visit  of  to  Tristan  da  Cunha,  tabling  Report 
of. 
Q,  Mr.  Loder ;   A,  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Afr,  .»^,  1427. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  [Cork] 

Cork,  Post  Office. 

Holidays — choice* of  months,  etc.,  Apr. 

14,  206. 
Promotions  in. 

Senior  Sorting  Clerks,  of,  Apr,  14, 
206. 

Tweedniouth  Committee,  effecting 
Recommendations  of,  Apr.  28, 
1427-1428. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  t  [Tipperary,  Mid] 

Koscrea  Post  Office,  New  Premises,  Apr. 
a>,  689-690. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny] 

Post  Office. 

Adult    Night   Messengers  —  Annual 
Leave  in  Provincial  Offices,  Apr. 

20,  675. 

Scotland,  Adult  Night  Messengers  in. 
Number,  Hours,  Duties,  etc.,  Apr. 

21,  839. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Tipperary,  N.] 

Borrisokane— Allowing  use  of  Workhouse 
for  Technical  Classes,  Apr.  18,  392- 


O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  w.] 

Agricultural  Department,  Veterinary 
Branch  —  recently  appointed  Lispeo- 
tors.  Names,  Qualiiications,  etc.,  Apr. 
28,  1434. 

Dublin — Steam  Tramway  to  Blessinffton— 
Compensation  for  Accidents-  Names 
of  Claimants,  etc.,  Apr.  i^,86l-.362. 

Lunatic  Asvlums,  Irish,  British  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  in,  Apr.  19,  522-523. 

Post  Office. 

Donard,  Wicklow,  Airangements  in, 
Apr.  19,  621. 

London  Porteis*  Grievances — Reply  to* 
Deputation,  Apr.  18,  359- 

Money  found  on  Counters — Allocation 
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of  unclaimed  money,  Apr.  22, 955. 


O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 
Education,  Ireland,  Primary — Antiqiiat«d 
and  Inadequate  System,  Apr.  IB,  419. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  S.] 

Maryborough  Prison. 

Insane  Convict,  Treatment  of,  Apr. 
28,  1448. 

Warders,  Discontent  among,  due  lo 
Conduct  of  Cl^ief  Waider.  Ayr. 
28,   1434. 

O'Donnell,  Mr.  T.  [Kerry,  W.] 

Dingle  Guardians,  Refund  of  Sarchai^ge 
against,  Apr.  18,  386. 

Education,  Ireland. 

Droumtacher  National  Sohoc^  - 
Salary  of  Principal  Teacher- 
Inspection  of  School,  Apr.  18, 3&I. 

Primary — Antiquated  and  Inadeqaate 
System,  Apr.  18,  404. 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  of. 

Circular  dealing  with,  Withdrawal  d 
— dounting  Attendances,  Apr.  1$, 
389-390. 

Employing  Pensioned  Teachers  ont- 
side  ^hool  Hours,  Apr.  25, 106i 

Moseley  Commission,  Publishing  Report 
of,  as  Parliamentary  Papers,  Aipr.  IS, 
395. 

Post  Office— Money  Orders— Delay  in  For- 
warding Advices,  Apr.  19,  536-537. 

Rae  Estate,  Kerry,  sujB;gested  Purchase  of 
by  Congested  Districts  Bosrd,  Apr. 
18,386. 

O'Malley,  Mr.  W.  [Galway,  Conneman] 
Cleggan  Harbour,  Connemara,  l>ste  of 
commencing  Improvements  to,  Apr. 
18,  386. 
Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Hard- 
ship inflicted  on  the  poorer  classes  is 
Ireland  by,  Apr.  26,  1282. 

O'Shee,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Waterford,  W.] 

Land  Judge's  Court,  Ireland— Prooedur*, 
Delay,  &c.— Winding  up  Basbess  of 
the  Court  proposed,  Apr.  IS,  178. 

Onslow,  Earl  of—President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture 
Dogs,    Importation    of  —  Withdrawal  oi 
Onler  relating  to,  proposed,  Apr.  ••• 
945. 
Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  Cam.,  Apr.  19,  a;7,M<^ 
511,  514. 

Orange  Siver  Colony 

Native  Labour  in,  Statistics  as  to  Une« 

^.    Mr.  S.  Buxton  ;  A.   Mr.  Lytt«^ 
Ion,  Apr.  19, 5SfI. 
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G.  B.  C.  [Shropshire, 


Ormesby-Oore, 

Oaweatry] 
Canada^— Iron  and  Steel  Bounties,  Amount, 

etc.,  Apr,  14,  195. 
Death  Duties,  Increase  in,  proposed,  Apr. 

£1,  916. 
Financial  Position  of  the  Country,  Apr.  U » 

917,  918. 
Transvaal— Chinese     Labour— Ordinance, 

Boer  Opposition  to,  Withdrawal  of, 

Apr,  U,  194,  195. 
Vagrancy  Laws — Suggested  Amendment, 

Apr,  18,  378. 

Orsett 

Rural  District  Council  Election-Suggested 
Amendment  of  Ballot  Act. 
g.    Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  ;   A,    Mr.  W. 
Long,  Apr.  20,  674. 

Osbome  House 

Convalescent  Home  for  Naval  and  Military 
OflScers  —  Accommodation  provided, 
etc. 

q.    Mr.  G.   Bowles;    A.^  Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  Apr.  IS,  77. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  BUI 
/.  2R.  Apr.  n,  811. 

Dthate  on  Second  Beading  [Lords]  Apr,  21, 
8n. 
Boards  of  Guardians  —  Insufficient 
Consideration  from  to  Members  of 
Friendly  Societies,  allied,  812, 
817i  819,  824,  826. 
Extension  of  Provision  of  Bill  to  other 
thrift-promoting  Societies,  pro- 
posed, 813,  818,  823,  826,  828. 

Procedure  as  to  Introduction. 

Government  rather  than  Private 
Members'  Measure,  814,  820, 
821,  822. 

House  of  Lords,  Reason  for  intro- 
ducing m,  814,  821. 

Com,  and  Rep.*  Apr.  28, 1409. 
Notice  of  Motion  (Earl  of  Wemyss),  Apr. 
:i8,  1409. 

Ozshott  Heaih 

Regulation  of— Report  from  Select  Com* 
mittee,  Apr,  22,  951. 

Palaces 

Vote  for,  increase  in. 
Os.    Mr.  Whitley,  Apr.  28,  1533 ;  Mr. 
Dalziel,  1534 ;  Lord  Balcarree,  1535. 

Paris 

Education— Meals  for  Underfed  Children 
—Success  of  system. 
0.    Mr.  C.  Hay,  Apr.  20,  787. 

Postal  Service  between  London  and. 
Q.    Mr.  Pirie ;  A.   Lord  Stanley,  Apr. 
28,  1428. 
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Parker,  Sir  G.  [Gravesend] 

Fiscal  Policy— Preferential  Tariflfs,  Colonial 
Resolutions  relating  to,  Apr.  18,  372  ; 
Apr.  20,  679. 

Parliament 

House  of  Commons. 

Adjournment   to   discuss    matter   of 
urgent  Public  importance. 
Da,  Mr.  A  Taylor,  Apr.  20, 695; 
Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  Speaker, 
696. 

Artistic     Decorations  —  Additional 
Mosaics,  etc. 
Oit.   Dr.  Farquhareon,  Apr.  28, 
1469;    Col.    S.     Sackville, 
1471  ;  Lord  Balcarres,  1475. 
Business  of  the  House,  see  that  tiUe. 
Divisions,  see  that  title. 

_Poor8  behind  the  Speaker's  Chair,  and 
in  the  Lobby,  granting  free  ingress 
and  egress,  proposed. 

Os.  ^r.h&mhert,  Apr.  28,  UT2i 
Lord  Balcarres,  1474. 

Fire,  steps  taken    to   safeguard   the 
buildings  from. 
Oh.  Mr.  Goddard,  Apr.  28, 1471; 
Lord  Balcarres,  1475. 

Furniture,  increase  in  Vote  for. 

Os.    Mr.  Weir,  Apt'.  28,  1483  ;  Lord 
Balcarres,  1490. 

Heating   arrangements,    variation  of 
temperature,  etc. 
Os.    Sir  W.   Foster,  ^/w.  28, 
1473  ;  Lord  Balcarres,  1475. 

Indicators,  inaccuracy  of,  alleged. 
0:  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Apr.  28, 1488; 
Lord  Balcarres,  1491. 

Ladies'  Gallery,  inadequate  Accom- 
modation in  —  provision  of  An- 
nunciators and  abolition  of  the 
Grille,  proposed. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Campbell,  Apr.  28, 
1467 ;  Mr.  H.  C.  Richards, 
1408  ;  Dr.  Farquharson, 
1469 ;  Lord  Balcarres,  1475; 
Mr.  T.  Taylor,  1484;  Mr. 
G.  Bowles,  1484. 

Library— inadequate  ao(?ommodation. 
0.  Mr.  Peel,  Apr.  28,  1472. 

Lighting,  antiquated  system  of. 
Os.   Sir  W.  Foster,  Apr.  28,  1478 ; 
Lord  Balcarres,  1475. 

Press  Gallery,  alterations  and  improve- 
ments in. 

Os.  Mr,  Wylie,  Apr.  28, 
1458  ;  Mr.  W:  Red- 
mond, 1462;  Sir.  W. 
Foster,  1473. 

Annunciators  and  Tape  Machines, 
provision  of. 
Os.    Mr.  MacVeagh.  Lord 
Balcarres,     Apr.     28, 
1497,  1498. 
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Parliainent — cont. 

House  of  Commons— coN^. 

Heading  and  Writing  rooms,  provision 
of. 

0«.  Sir  H.  Seton-Kan-,  Apr.  28, 
1480  ;  Lord  H.  CeoiM482 ; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  1485 ;  Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell,  1492. 

Smokinjgr-room,  position  and  condition 

of,  inadequate  Accommodation,etc. 

0«.     Mr.  F.  Wilson,   Apr,   28, 

1460  ;  Mr.  W.  Redmond, 
1462;  Sir  W\  Foster,  1474; 
Sir  H.  SetonKarr,  1480  ; 
Mr.  T.  Taylor,  1484  ;  Mr. 
Dalziel,  1491  ;  Mr,  T.  W. 
Russell,  1492,  1493 ;  Mr.  C. 
Warner,  1493. 

Telephone    Service  —  Inadequacy    of 
Accommodation  provided. 
Os,    Major  E.  Gordon,  Apr.  28, 

1461  ;     Mr.  W.  Redmond, 

1463  ;  Loni  Balcarres,  1479. 
Ventilation   and    Sanitation  of— Re- 
commendations of  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  delay    in    carrying  out, 
etc. 

Os.  Mr.  Wylie,  Apr.  28,  1457- 
9;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  1459, 
1460;  Major  E.  Gordon, 
1461  ;  Mr.  W\  Redmond, 
1461,  1463  ;  Sir  M.  Foster, 

1464  ;  Col.  Lock  wood,  1467; 
Mr.  H.  C.  Richards,  1467  ; 
Dr.  Farquharson,  1468  ; 
Mr.  MUdmay,  1470 ;  Sir  W. 
Foster,  1472  ;  Lord  Bal- 
carres, 1476  ;  Mr.  J.  Ellis, 
1479  ;  Mr.  Mooney,  1481  ; 
Mr  T,  Taylor,  1484  ;  Mr.G. 
BowJes,  1485  j  Mr  T.  W. 
Russell,  1493  ;  Mr.  Jacoby, 

\^ote  OtSo^  Veniilation  ol 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  28,  1482. 

Wat-er  Supply,  amount  paid  for,  etc. 
0$.  Mr.  Weir,  Api\  28,  1482  ;  Lord 
Balcarres,  1491. 

House  of  Lords. 

Sat  first. 

Abin^jer,  Lord,  after  the  death  of 
his  kinsman,  Apr  19,  477. 

Hartismere,    Lord    (Lord     Hen- 
niker)   after    the    death 
of   his    father,    Apr.  21, 
797. 
Entry  in  journals  and  signa- 
ture   on    Test  Roll, 
Vacation  of. 

Motion   [Earl   of    Hals- 
bury],  Apr.  26,  1013. 
Ravens  worth.    Lord,    after    the 
death  of  his  kinsmen,  Apr.  22, 
941. 
Private  Bill  Procedure— Fees  for  promot- 
ing  Bills,     Revision     of     Standing 
Order  regulating  scale  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr  12,  24. 
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Petty  Sessions'  Clerks  acting  a»,  RegnU 
tions  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Brand  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglii, 
Apr.  20,  673. 

Parliamentary  Bye  Elections 

New  Members  sworn. 

Seely,  Mr.  J.  E.  B.,  for  Isleof  Wigbt 
Apr.  13,  84. 

Waldroa,  Mr.  Lawrence  Ambrose,  ht 
Dublin  (St.  Stephen's  Gfeeo) 
Apr,  12,  27. 

Parliamentary  Elections 

Companies'   Act,  Franchise  limited  by- 
Amendment  of  Act  proposed. 
Q.     Mr.    E.    Gray  ;      A.    Mr.  G. 
Lawson,  Apr.  20,  685. 

I  W^est  Down,   Recommendati<ni  of  Candi- 

date b}'  Deputy  Master  of  the  Mutt, 
I  Legality  of,  etc. 

I  Qs.  Mr.  S.  MacNeUI,  Mr.  MacVesgh, 

Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;    ^.  Mr.  .4. 
J.  Balfour,  Apr.  t7,  1307-1309. 

Parliamentary  Procedure 

Manual  of — Presented,  Apr.  21,  835. 

Patent  Office 

Irish  Branch  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ,  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  Apr- 
26,  1178. 

Patents 

British,  for  Foreigners  abroad,  ProportioQ 
of— Approximate   Number   in  Force, 
etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  BaKoar, 
Apr  18,  377-378. 

Panlton,  Mr.  J.  M.  [Durham,  Bish<^  Aack- 
UmdJ 

Trade  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 
2r.,  Apr.  ?2,  9.58. 

Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Essex,  Saffron  Waldeo] 
Ballot  Act,  suggested  Amendment  of— 
Election   of  Orsett    Rural    Disfnd 
Council,  AffT.  20,  674. 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budgei 
proposal,  Apt .  26,  1274. 

Peel,  Mr.  W.  E.  [Manchester,  S.] 

Aliens  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  25,  1129,  1131. 
Army. 

Barrack    Construction    on    Salisbury 

PUin,  Apr.  U,  288. 
Rifles— Relative  cost  of  ManufAotore 

by    the    Government,    and  the 

Trade,  Apr.  14,  241. 

Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr.  27, 
1386. 

House  of  Commons  Library— inadeqoste 
aooommodation,  Apr.  28, 1472. 

Port  of  London  Bill,  date  of  procoetKng 
with,  ^;>a-.  26,  1196. 
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Yeomanry,  Inspector-General  of— Namber 
of  Regiments  inspected  1902  and  1903 
— salary,  allowances,  etc.,  Apr.  26. 
1191-1192. 

Pemba 

Slaves,  Civil  rights  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Bayley  ;  A.  Earl  Percy,  Apr»  IS 

8. 

Pennons 

Crimean  Veterans,  Increase  in,  suggested, 
Q,   Col.    Lockwood ;    A,   Mr.   Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr,  28,  1435-1436. 

Marine  Light  Infantry,  Royal— Inci ease, 
suflQ^ted. 
§.  Mr.  Kearley ;  A.  Mr.  Pretymaii, 
Apr.  18,  358. 

Police,  Metropolitan,  Authority  for  grant- 
ing Good  Service  Pensions  to. 
Q,  Mr.  C.  Hay  ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr,  25,  1033. 

Sweeney,  Daniel,  for. 
Q,  Mr.  C.  Devlin ;  A,  Mr.  V.  Cavendish, 
Apr,  27,  1306-1307. 

Teachers  in   Scotch  Crofting  Counties — 
Number  granted  since  1898. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  xMr.  S.  Dickson, 
Apr.  25,  1053-1054. 

Percy,    Earl     Under  -  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Avoirs  [Kensington,  S.] 

Africa,  East  —  Jewish  Colonial  Trust, 
Tabling  Papers  relating  to,  Apr,  ^6, 
1196. 

Congo. 

Free  State. 

British  Subjects,  Injuries  to,  Tab- 
ling Memoranda,  Api\  19, 528. 

Foreign  Traders  in,  Confiscation 
of  Merchandise,  etc.,  Apr,  26, 
1195. 

Natives,  Ill-treatment  of  —  Reply 
to  Congo  Government  Request 
for  Facts  as  to,  Apr,  19,  528. 

Trade  Regulations — Case  of  Mr. 
A.  Visram,  Apr.  21,  849-850. 

French,  British  Traders  in — Conces- 
sionaire regime  —  Pressing  for 
Action  by  French  Government, 
Apr.  26,  1195-1196. 

Consular  Reports,  Scope  of  —  Report  on 
Flerence  Art  Works,  Apr.  19,  522. 

France,  Arbitration  Treaty  with— Varia- 
tions in  French  and  English  Texts- 
Binding  Version,  Apr.  18,  376, 

Macedonia. 

Civil  Assessors,  I'abling  Reports  of, 
Apr.  18,  360. 

Gendarmerie,  Re-organisation  of. 

Foreign  Staff  i.)fficer8— Numbers 
and  Distribotion,  etc.,  Apr. 
18,  360 ;  Apr.  25,  1047-1048. 

Turkish  Refusal  to  comply  with 
Proposals,  etc.,  Apr,  19,  529. 
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Pemba — Slavery  in — Civil  rights  of  Slaves, 
Apr.  12,  8. 

Russo-Japanese  War  —  Russian  treatment 
of  Correspondents  using  Wireless  Tele- 
graphy, Apr.  20,  676, 

Siam,  French  and  British  Agreements  with' 
Publication  of  terms  ot,  Apr,  19,  529- 
530. 

Somaliland  Campaijgn— Mullah  in  Italian 
Territory— Political  and  Military  ad- 
vantage gainei  by  War,  Apr,  25, 1046- 
1047. 

Suez  Canal  Convention  —  Suspension  of 
Miagraphs  under  terms  of  Anglo- 
French  Arbitration  treaty,  Apr.  14t 
196,  197. 

Sugar— Brussels  Convention,  adherence  of 
Crown  Colonies  to,  Apr,  18,  375-376. 

Tibet,  Expedition  to  ~  Military  opera- 
tions —  Number  of  Tibetans  killed, 
Apr.  14,  197. 

United  States — Increase  of  Duty  on  Irish 
Mackerel— Addressing  Representation 
to  U.S.A.  Government,  Apr.  18,  377. 

Persian  Onlf 

Smuggling  of  Ammunition  in.  Miking  in 
quiries  as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl ;  A,   Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Apr,  19,  530. 

Petty  SesiionB 

Clerks  to—  Regulations  as  to  taking  part 
in  PoliticiQ  Contests,  etc. 

Q,     Mr.  Brand;  A.    Mr.  A.  Doug- 
la^,  Apr.  20,  673. 

Pier   and   Harbonr   Provmonal  Orders 
(So.  1)  BilL 

/.  IR,*  Apr.  25,  1015. 

Piers  and  Harbours 

Avoch,  Construction  of  Harbour  at,  pro- 
posed. 

0.     Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  28,  1513,  1514. 

Bristol  Channel,  Necessity  for  providing 
harbour  of  refuge  in,  Apr.  28,  1609, 
1510 ;  Mr.  Spear,  1515. 

Cardigan  Bay,  Provision  of  harbours  of 
refuge  in,  proposed. 
0.  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen,  Apr.  28, 
1529. 
Devon  and  Cornwall,  Necessity  for  har- 
bours of  refuge. 
Os.    Mr.  Soares,  Apr,  28, 1499-1503  ; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  1504 ;  Mr.  Lam- 
bert,   1508,   1508;   Mr.     Spear, 
1514 ;   Mr.  Moulton,   1515 ;  Sir 
J.    Kennaway,    1516;    Mr.    J. 
McArthur,  1517  ;  Mr.  G.   Bal- 
four, 1518-1523  ;  Sir  W.  Foster, 
1524,  Sir  R.  Ropner,  1527 ;  Mr. 
Rmiciman,  1527-8. 
Holyhead   Harbour,  Provision  of  facilities 
for  landing  passengers  and  goods,  etc, 
08.    Mr.  E.  Griffith,  Apr.  28,  1511, 
1512 ;  Mr.  W.  Jones,  1517  ;  Mr, 
G.  Balfour,  1524. 

\conU 
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Piers  and  Harbours—cow  ^ 
Ireland. 


Ban  try  Harbour,  Dredging  of. 

Q,     Mr.  Gilhooly  ;   A.     Mr.  Wynd- 
hain,  Apr,  19,  533-534. 
Berehaven  Harbour. 
Dredging  of. 
Q.    |Mr.    Gilhooly;     A.    Mr, 
Wyndham,i4pr.  19, 533-534. 

Fund,  Admiralty  contribations  to 
Q.  Major  Jajueson ;  A,  Mr' 
vafls  Pretyman,  Apr.SO,  673-674^ 

Castletown  Harbour,  Dredging  of. 
Q.    Mr.  GUhooly  ;  A,    Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr,  19,  533-534. 

Oleggan  Harbour,  Connemara,  Date  of 
commencing  Improvements  to. 
Q,     Mr.    O'Malley;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  386. 

Oahvay  Docks  Entrance,  Dredging. 

Q.    Mr.   C.    Devlin;    A,     Mr. 
Atkinson,  Apr.  £7,  1304. 

Wexford  Fibhery  Piers,  Construction 
and  Repair  of. 
Q.    Sir  T.   Esmonde;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  385. 

Local  Authorities,  Applications  by,  Regula- 
tions as  to,  etc. 

Vs.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  Apr.  $8,  1523, 
1526,  1527;  Mr.  Soares,  1523; 
Mr.  Lambert,  1523,  U26 ;  Mr. 
Duke,  1526. 

Portnagurin,  Isle  of  Lewis— Provision  of 
harbour  of  refuge  at,  proposed. 
0.     Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  :S8,  1513. 

Provision  of,  Necessity  for— Board  of  Trade 
ApAthy,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Duke,  1510;  Sii  F.  Ban- 
bury, 1511;  JVIr.  Weir,  1512; 
Sir  J.  Kennaway,  1516  ;  Mr.  W. 
McArthur,  1517  ;  Mr.  G.  Bal- 
four, 1519  ;  Sir  W.  Foster,  1524  ; 
Sir  J.  Brunner,  1525  ;  Mr.  Aina- 
worth,  15*28;  Mr.  Humphreys- 
Owen,  1529. 

Pilkington,    Lieut. -CoL    R.    [Lancashire, 
Newton] 

Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr.  ^, 
1403. 

Trade  Unions  and  Trade  Disputes  Bill, 
2r.  Apr.  8S,  966,  981. 

Pilotage 

Liverpool  district.  Contributions  towards 
funds— Order  in  Council  approving 
by-laws  of  Mersey  Docks  and  Har- 
hour  Board,  Apr.  ^2,  943,  953. 

Pirie,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.] 

London  and  Paris,  Postal  Service  between 
Apr.  28,'\A3!». 

Merchant  Shipping— (.Carriage  of  Goods- 
Liability  of  Shipping  Companies- 
Revision  by  legislation  proposed. 
Apr.  22,  956.  ^    *^^' 
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Pirie,  Mr.  D.  ^.—cont. 

Railway  Companies'  Liability — LegislatKm 


suggested,  ^fw.  ^,  1181-1182. 

Stamp  Duties,  Evasions  of,  by  Railway 
and  Shipping  Companies — Propo-jcd 
Government  Action,  Apr.  ^^  118^ 
1190. 

Plagae 

Hong-Kong — Number  of  cases   from  Jan. 
to  Mar.  1904. 
q.  Sir  W.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  14,  195. 

India,  see  that  tUle. 

Plaistow 

School  accommodation  at,  Provisiozi   of— 
Decision  of  the  Board. 
Q.    Mr.    E.    Griffith;^.     Sir    W. 
Anson,  Apr.  15^  298. 

Plovers 

Green,  Sale  of,  in  London  during  close 
season. 

Q.  Mr.  Scott-Montagu;  A.   Mr.  A- 
A.  Douglas,  Apr.  15,  299. 

Plnmmer,  Mr.  W.  E.  [Newcastle-on-TyDe] 

Coal  Tax,  Yield  of,  Apr.  12,  9. 

Lightships. 

Dover  Pier  Works,  Accidents  to,  1S99- 
1903,  Apr.  t8,  1425. 

"Irene,"  "Mermaid,"  and  "Tear- 
aght,"  Cost  of  Repairs  to,  Apr. 
■28,  1424. 

Plymouih  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  ^pr.  27,  1285 

Poland 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  SS,  943^ 

Police 

Judicial  Statistics  Presented,  Apr.  12,  4 : 
Apr.  19,  479. 

Metropolitan. 

Funds— Accounts  Presented,  Apr.  28, 
1408,  1424. 

Pensions  and  extra  allowauoes. 

Good  Service,  for — Authority  for 
granting. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Hay  ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  55,  ll>33 

Special  Service  for — Regolaticmi) 
as  to  Constable. 
Q.     Ml.  C.  Hay ;  A.    Mr. 
A.   A.   Dooglas,   Apr. 
37,  1292. 

Naval  Dockyards— Number  and  Pay  of 

Police  on  duty  at. 

Os.  Mr.  Wliitley,  Apr.  IS,  57 ;  Mr. 

Pretyman,  67 ;  Mr.  Kearley,  58; 

Capt.     Norton,     Mr.     A.    ^ 

Douglas,  59* 

Polling  Districts 

Hertford,  County  of— County  Ooaixa] 
Order  altering  certain  pdling  districC«, 
Presented,  Apr.  IS,  76  ;  Apr.  19,  48a 
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Polling  Districts— «w<. 

Lancaster,  County  Palatine  —  CJounty 
Conncil  Order  altering  certain  polling 
difltricts,  Presented,  Apr,  13,  76 ;  Apr, 
19,  483. 

Walsall— Council  Order  altering  certain 
districts  in  the  Borough,  Apr.  iSS,  943, 
95a 

Polperro 

Battleship  speed  trials  on  measnred  mile— 
Damage    to    fishing    industry    and 
question  of  compensation,  etc. 
Os.    Lord  Tweediiiouth,  Apr,   f6, 

1170;  Lord  Selbome,  1173. 
O.    Sir  L.  Molesworth  ;  A.    Mr.  A. 
Fellowes,  Apr,  S8, 1431-1432. 

Pondicherry  and  Karikal 

Trade  Reports  Presented,  Apr,  S8,  1407. 

Poor  Law 

Alien  Paupers,  Number  of,  Proportion  to 
whole  alien  Population,  Proportion  of 
British  Paupers  to  British  Population. 
Q.  Mr.  McKenna ;  A,  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Apr,  ^5,  1052. 
Children,  Boarded-out,  Numbers  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 
Q,  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Apr,  SI,  836. 
Guardians. 

Ex-Officials  in  receipt   of   Pensions, 
domination  of. 
Q,  Dr.  R.  Harris  ;  A,  Mr.  W. 
Long,M/>r.  18,  361. 

Vaccinators,     Public,     Members    ap- 
pointed as. 
Q,  Mr.  Caldwell ;  A,  Mr.  W.  Long, 
Apr,  20,  674. 
Institutions,  Corporal  punishment  in,  Size 
of  birch  used,  etc. 
Q.    Sir  W.  Foster ;    A,    Mr.  W. 
Long,  Apr,  27,  1291. 

Scotland— Medical  attendance. 

Committee  Report  Presented,  Apr, 
14, 184  ;  Apr.  19,  479,  481. 

Rules,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.  J.  C.  Wason  ;  A,    Mr.  A. 
(J.  Murray,  Apr,  IS,  76. 

Poor    Law    Medical    Officers    (Ireland) 
Superannuation  Bill 

c.  iB^  Apr,  18,  397. 

Poor  Prisoners'  Defence  Act 
Rules,  Delay  in  Making. 

Q,  Mr.  B.  Rol>erte  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  A.  Doug- 
las, Apr,  22, 964. 

Population 

Return  of,  Granting.  . 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Chamberlam, 
Apr,  26, 1058. 

Port  of  London  Bill 

Date  of  proceeding  with. 
Q.    Mr.  Peel ;    A,    Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Apr.  26,  1196-1197. 
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Port  of  Spain 

Disturbances— ««€  Trinidad. 

Portmadoc,  Beddgelert,  and  South  Snow- 
don  Bailway  Bill 

I.  Report  from  Select  Committee,  Apr,  28, 
1406. 

Portnagurin,  Isle  of  Lewis 

Harbour  of  refuge.  Construction  of,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  28,  1513. 

Post  Office 

Postmaster-Getieral—hoid  Stanley. 

Adult  Night  Messengers— Annual  Leave 
in  Provincial  Offices. 
Q.    Mr.    P.     O'Brien;     A.     Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  20,  675. 

Boy  Copyists,  Employment  of. 
0.   Capt.   Norton;   A.    Lord   Stanley, 
Apr,  20,  682-683. 

Ireland. 

Castletown  Service,  Improvement  of. 
Q,  Mr.  Gilhooly  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr,  19,  537. 
Cork. 

Holidays,  Arrangements  for. 
0.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien;  A. 
Lord  Stanley,  Apr.  U,  206. 

Promotions. 

Senior  Sorting  Clerks,  of. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien, 
Capt.     Donelan ;    As. 
Lord  Stanley,  Apr.  14, 
206. 
-  Tweedmonth  Committee,  Ef- 
fecting Recommendations 
of. 
Q,     Mr.     J.     F.     X. 
O'Brien ;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  28, 
1427-1428. 

Donard,  Wicklow,  Arrangements  in. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    O'Connor;    A.    Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  19,  621. 
Dublin  Office,  Dual  working  in. 
Q,  Mr.  Nannetti;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr,  28,  1453-1454. 

Limerick. 

Holiday  grievances. 
Q,  Mr.  Joyce; -4.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr,  14,  205. 
Superior  Appointments — Increase 
in  number,  proposed. 

Q.    Mr.   Joyce;    A.    Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  18,  81. 
Telegraph  learners,  Placing,   on 
establishment. 
Q.    Mr.   Joyce;   A.    Lord 
Stanley,  ^fw.  1^,206. 

Telegraphists— Revision  of  duties 

g/Mr.  Joyce;   A.   Lord 
Stanley,  Apr,  IS,  8L 

[cant. 
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Money  Orders,  Delay  in  forwarding 
Advices. 
Q.  Mr.  T-ODonnell;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  19,  536-537. 

Moy,  Extra  fees  at,  Reasons  for  charg- 
ing. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  14,  206. 

Postmen's  Duties. 
Q.    Mr.  J.   P.   Farrell;    A.    Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  28y  1454. 
Kathdangan,   Revision  of  postal    ar- 
rangements at,  propoHed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.   O'Connor;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  22,  »55. 
Roecrea,  New  Premises  at. 
e.     Mr.    K.    O'Brien;     A.      Loitl 
Stanley,  Apr.  20,  689-690. 

Sub-Postmasters,    Complaints   as    to 
ioadeouacy  of  Remuneration  of. 
Q,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  ;  A.  Lord 
Stanley,  .4  pr.  ^^,1196. 
London. 

^«*^^  Pelivery  in   City    of— Earlier 
Delivery  in  morning  proposed. 
Q.    Mr.   A.   Gibbs;     A.    Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  15,  297. 

Porters'  Grievances— Reply  to  Depu- 
tatiori. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;    A.  Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  18,  359. 
London  and  Paris,  Service  between. 

Q'   Mr.  Pirie ;    A.   Lord  SUnley,  Apr. 

Money  found  on  Public  Counters— Alloca- 
tion of  Unclaimed  Money. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor  ;  A.  Lord  Stan- 
ley,  Apr.  ;*2,  955. 

Potmen— Dundee— Reply  to  Petition. 
^.  Mr.  E.  Rol>ertson  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley. 
Apr.  18,  378-379.  ^ 

Roman  Catholics,  Publications  reflecting 
upon,  displayed  in  Post  Office  Win- 
dow«». 
^*.    Mr.    J.    Campbell;    A,     Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  27,  1297,  1298. 
Savings  Banks,  see  thnf  title. 
Scales,  Inspection  of,  proposed. 

0.  Sir  J.  Dimsdale,  Aj>r.  15,  317. 
Scotland. 
Dundee. 

Earlier  Deli\ery  of  Letters  pro- 
posed. 
Q.    Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Lord 
SUnley,  Apr.  I4,  201. 

Postmen's  Grievances— Reply  to 
Petition. 
Q'    Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  A. 
Lord  Stanley,  Apr.  18, 
378-379. 

Night   Messengers,  Adult,    Number, 
Hours,  Duties,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  P.  OBrien;   A.   Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  21,  839. 
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Apr.  12-^ Apr,  28. 

Poft  Qffloe-H»'i<^ 

Sorters— Hours  of  Duty  at  the  East  Cen- 
tral OflicH. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  27,  1297. 


Powell,  Sir  F.  8.  [Wigan] 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2R.,  Apr.  IS, 

Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  K.] 

Labourers*  Cottaj^es— Alterations  of  Sitea, 
obtaining  Labourers'  Assent  to,  Apr, 
18,  390-391. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agticnltiire 

Earl  of  Onslow. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Edncatioa 

Marqttess  of  Londonderry. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

Mr.  Gerald  W.  Balfour. 

President  of  the  Local  Oovemment  Board 

Mr.  Walter  H.  Long. 

Preston  and  Blackburn  Tramways  BiU 

I.  3R.*  ^;>r.  ;?i,  798. 
c  IR.*  Apr.  22,  9cl. 

Preston,  Chorle j  and  Horwich  Tramways 
Bill 

c.  2b.*  Apr.  ;?J,  1021. 

Pretyman,   Capt  E.  Q.—Secretary  to  ths 

Admiralty  [Suffolk,  Woodbridge] 

Admiralty  Establishments,  Rate  of  Wage* 
paid  to  employees  in,  Apr.  12,  52-54. 

Battlesliips. 

Armament  for  —  Date  uf  Placing 
Orders,  Apr.  12,  52. 

Construction  by  Foreign  Countries — 
Number  Projected  and  Building, 
Tonnage,  etc.,  Apr.  15,  296. 

Berehaven  Harbour  Fund,  Admiralty  Con* 
tributions  to,  Apr.  20,  673-674. 

Birching  of  Buys,  Abolition  of,  Apr.  28^ 
14.38-1439. 

Boilers. 

Accidents  and  Repairs  since  First 
Report  of  Committee,  Fomishiog 
List  of,  Apr.  12,  47. 

Working  of  various  Classes,  Informa- 
tion as  to,  Apr.  12,  47. 

Bread  Contract — Acceptance  of  highest 
Tender  at  Berehaven,  Apr.  25,  1026. 

Canteens,  System  of —  Alleged  Corrupt 
Practices,  Apr.  12,  68. 

"Centurion,"  Defective  Gun  Sights  of. 
Repairing  at  Hong-Kong,  propoaed, 
Apr.  12,  41  ;  Apr.  18,  359. 

Coal,  Estinuite  for.  Reason  for  Placing  on 
the  Shipbuilding  Vote,  Apr.  12,  ©5. 
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Pretyman,  Capt  E,  Q»—cotU, 
Cruisers. 

Designs  for,  Date  of  Issuing,  51,  52. 
Gunning  of  Armoured  Cruisers,  Apr. 

Discharges— Case  of  Ormsby  Webb,  Apr. 
25,  1026. 

Dockyards. 

Ordnance  Inspectors,  Appointing 
Naval  Officers  as,  Apr,  18,  368. 

Police  on  Duty  at,  Number  and  Pay 
of,  Apr.  IS,  57. 

"Drake"  and  "Lancaster"  Speed  of 
H. M.S. —Improved  Propellers,    Apr, 

18,  357-358. 

Engineer  Commanders,  Regulations  as  to 
Pay  of,  Apr.  f5,  1028-1029. 

Flogging,  see  tntbheading  Birching. 

Gibraltar,  Malta,  etc.— Defences,  Regu- 
lations as  to  Admission  of  Foreigners 
to  view,  Apr.  S5,  1027. 

Gun  Sights. 

**  Centurion,"  H.M.S.  —  Defective 
Condition  of  Sights,  Apr.  if,  41 ; 
Apr.  18,  359. 

Systems  used  in  the  Navy,  Apr.  1£* 
38,  39. 

Gunnery, 

Committees  of  practical  sailors  ap- 
pointed to,  inquire  into,  Apr.  12, 
34. 

High  Anele  fire.  Specialisation,  of 
Ships  for,  Apr.  12,  37. 

Guns. 

Armoured  Cruisers,  Supply  of  modem 
guns  to,  Apr.  12,  34. 

Calibre  and  length  of,  Apr.  12,  37,  38. 

Provision  of  7*5  guns  instead  of  6-inch, 
^pr.iJ?,  35,36. 

Marine  Light  Infantry,  Royal,  Pensions  of, 
sugge^^  Increajse  in,  Apr.  18, 358. 

*'Melampas,"  H.M.S.,  repairing  at  Haul- 
bowline,  Apr.  20,  675. 

*'Odin,"  H.M.S.,  Visit  of,  to  Tristan  da 
Cunha,  Tabling  Report  of,  Apr.  28, 
1427. 

Ordnance. 

Inspectors  of,  Appointing  Naval 
Officers,  Apr.  18,  368. 

Reserve  of,  steps  taken  to  make 
adequate,  Apr.  12,  37. 

Russo-Japanese  War— Naval  Operations- 
Appointment  of  British  Attach^  to 
watch,  proposed,  Apr.  12,  42 ;  Apr. 

19,  524. 

Salvage  Vessels  and  Apparatus,  Provision 
o^    by    Admiralty,    employment    of 
private  firms,  etc.,  Apr.  15,  296  ;   Apr. 
19,  ^2A. 
91 


SESSION  1904.  L^a— Pri 

Apr.  12"- Apr.  28. 

Pretyman,  Capt  E.  Q.-'CorU. 

Shipbuilding. 

Expenditure  on  —  Comjparison  with 


that   of    Foreign    Cfountries 
1895-1904,  Apr.  12,  19. 


for 


Total  Warship  Tonnage  1895  and  1904, 
and  for  Continental  Countries  and 
United  States,  Apr.  25, 1028. 

Somaliland  Campaign— Capture  of  Fort 
Illig  in  Italian  Territory  by  British, 
Apr.  28,  1439. 

Submarines. 

Al,  Loss  of— Salvage  operations. 

Delay,  Reasons  for,  Apr.  U,  194. 
Information  as  to,  Apr.  18,  369. 
Life-saving,     Possibility    of,    by 

more  expeditious  operations, 

Apr.  15,  296. 

Swedish  Firm,   Reasons  for  em- 
ploying, Apr.  15,  297. 

Construction    of.    Expenditure  on— 

Value  of,  in  time  of  war,  etc., 
Apr.  12,  61. 

Salvage,  Fittings    to   facilitate  pro* 

I^sed,  Apr.  15,  296.  ^ 

Torpedoes,  Efficiency  in  use  of,  Steps 
taken  to  encourrge,  Apr.  12^  37. 

Victualling. 

Estimate  for,  Increase  in,  Apr.  12, 69. 

Flour,  Oatmeal,  Biscuits,  Manu* 
facture  of,  by  the  Government, 
Apr.  12,  67,  68. 

Provisions  not  taken  up,  Arrange- 
ments as  to  payments  for,  Apr.  12, 
70. 

Reserve  of  Stores  in  excess  of  require- 
ments, aUeged,  Apr.  12,  67,  68. 

Volunteers,  Medals  to,  for  Long  Service 
—Considering  Military  Service  after 


Transfer  to 
1027. 


^aval  Corps,   Apr.    25, 


Preventioii  of  Corruption  Bill 

/.  2E.  Apr.  22,  1168. 
Attorney-General,  Power  of  Veto  by. 
Os.  Eirl  of  Halsbury,    Apr.   26,   1168, 
1170;  Lord  James  Hereford,  1169. 

Price,  Mr.  K.  J.  [Norfolk,  E.] 

Tuberculosis  [AnimaUj]  Compensation  Bill 
2R.  Ap'.  15,  327. 

Prime  Minigter— Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

Prisons 

Aliens  in,  Number  of.  ,      .    ^      , 

Q.  Sir  T.  Dewar ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr.  25,  1033-1034. 

Devizes  Gaol,    Soldiers  in— Character  of 

offences— Transfer  to  Military  Prison, 

Proposed.  ^     ^, 

Q.    Mr.    C.    Hobhiuse;     A.    Mr. 

Arnold-Forster,  Apr.  14*   190. 

[cent. 
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PiiaonB— con<. . 

Ireland. 

Londonderry^ Matron,    Marriage   of, 
during  Term  of  Service,  Alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan  ;  A.   Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.  Apr.  I4,  203. 

Maryborough. 

Beating  of  Convict  in. 
Q,   Mr.  J.  O'Donnell ;   A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,   Apr,   ^8,   1448- 
1449. 

Warders,      Discontent      among, 

Owmg  to  Conduct  of   Chief 

Warder,  taking   Steps  with 

regard  to. 

g.    Mr.  J.  0*Donnell;   A, 

Mr.   Wyndham,    Amr. 

28,  1434. 

Judicial  Statistics  presented,  Apr.  le,  4 ; 
Apr.  19,479. 

Scotland— Annual  Report  presented,  Apr. 
13,  4  ;  Apr.  19,  480. 

Trinidad  — ,  Amended  Rule  relating  to 
Indentured  Immigrants  presented, 
Apr.  IS,  5. 

Prifloners 

Poor  Prisoners    Defence    Act— Delay   in 
Making  Rules. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;   A.    Mr.  A.  A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  3-^,  954. 

Private  Bills 

Procedure— Fees  for  Promotion  of  Bills- 
Revision  of  Standing   Order  Regula- 
ting Scale  of  propos^. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  H.  Cewis  ;   ^.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  12,  24. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act 

Commission  of  Inquiry,  Abflence  of  M.P.'s 
from. 
<?«.    Mr.  Black,  Sir  W.  Thorbum, 
Mr.  J.  Wilson  ;   ^.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Apr.  18,  380-381. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure    (Wales) 
Bill 

Select  Committee  appointed,  Apr.  26. 
1284.  rt~         ,       /-  , 

Public  Accounts  Committee 

Reports   of — Facilities  for  Consideration 
by  the  House. 
Os.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  21,  887. 
Q.    Mr  G.Bowles;    A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  19,  53<*. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

Date  of  Introduction. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman  ;   A.  Mr.  W.  Long. 
Apr.  2o,  1031. 

Public  Libraries  Act 

S^t  Umi  subheading  under  LibrarieK. 
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Queen^s  Colleges 

Cork— President,  Length  of  Residence  of, 
during  last  Three  Years,  etc 

Qs.  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  J.  Redmond, 
Mr.  8.  MacNeili;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  S6,  llSi-llSo. 

Deputy  Presidents,  Names,  Saluies,  etc 
Q.    Mr.   Hayden;   A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
Apr.  19,  632-533. 

Queen^s  County 

Land    Commi^ion  —  Eyicted     Tensnu, 
Number  of  Applications  from. 
Q.    Mr.  Delaney;   A.    Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Apr.  IS,  82. 

Questions 

Debates  in  the  House — ^Rule  at  to  Placing 
Questions  on  the  Paper. 

Os.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  SS^  1243  ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther.  1244. 
Inseition  of  Words  in.  Complaint  as  to. 
(i.  Mr.  John  Campbell ;  A.  Mr.  Speaker, 
Apr.  27,  1297. 

Quit  and  Crown  Sents,  Ireland 

Amount,    Total— Provision    of    Foreetry 
Department  from. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  ^.  Mr.  V.  Cavendish. 
Apr.  18,  387. 
Redemption  of. 

Number  of  Years'  Purchase. 
Q.  Mr.  DeUny;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Apr.  25,  1037-1038. 
Prices  in  1901,  1902,  and  1903. 
Q.  ^  Mr.    W.   McKillop ;    A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  19,  535. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  McKillop ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  Apr.  25,  10S7. 

Bae  Estate,  Kerry 

Compulsory  Sale— Tenants   defrauded   of 
purchase,  alleged. 
0.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr.  13,  164. 

Purchase    by    Congested  Districta  Board 
suggested. 
Q.    Mr.    T.    O'Donnell;    A,    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  18,  386-387. 

Bailways 

Companies'    Liability  —  L^slation    sug- 
gested. 
Q.  Mr.  Pine;   A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Apr.  36,  1181-1182. 

Couplings,  Automatic,  proposed  Adoption 
of. 
Q.   Mr.  Bell;    A.  Mr.  G.  BaHow, 
Apr.  21,  845-846. 
Gold  Coast  Colony— Coal  for  Govemmoit 
Railway  —  Purchase  through    Crown 
Agents— Average  Price,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel 
ton,  Apr.  18,  387. 

Halbeath,  Fifeshire,  Level  Crossing  at— 
providing  suitable  Protection. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Apr.  25,  1050-1051. 
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Railways- c<w<. 

India. 

Bombay,  Scinde    Connection,   Objec- 
tions of  the  Rao  of  Cutch  to. 
Q,  Sir.  J.  Leng ;  A,  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Apr.  25,  1036. 

'  Construction,  position  of,  and  Expendi- 
ture on — Ketum  ordered,  Apr.  20 y 
^    671. 
Re  torn  presented,  Apr,  25 ,  1023. 

Delays  in  the  Transit  between  Kings- 
town and  Great  Southern  and 
Western  System. 

Q,    Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Apr.  28,  1455. 

North    Wall,   Dublin,  Inadequacy  of 
transit  facilities  at. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Apr.  27,  1298. 

Light  Railways. 
Act  of  1896. 

Orders  presented  under.  Apr.  19, 

482,  518-619. 
Report  of  proceedings  under,  Api\ 
12,  6  ;  Apr.  19,  484. 

London  and  South  Western  Company- 
Draft  Certificate  authorising  raising 
of  Capital  presented,  Apr.  22,  944,  953. 

Rates  and  Transit  facilities  for  Agricoltural 
Produce. 

Correspondence  between  the  Board  of 
Agriculture   and    Railway    Com- 
panies  presented,  Apr.   22,  943, 
953. 
Q.   Mr.   Lambert ;     ^.   Mr.    A.  Fel- 
lowes,    Apr.    25,    1035-1036. 
Season  Tickets,  Cost  of  allowing  Deduc- 
tion of,  in  Income  Tax  Assessments, 
Q.  Mr.  Slack  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
\A\n,  Apr.  26,  1188-1189. 
Stamp  Duties  evasions  of,  by  Companies 
— proposed  Government  Action. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain,  Apr.  26,  U89-1190. 
Transvaal— Revenue,  Statistics  relative  to 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;    A.  Mr.    Lyttelton 
Apr.  25,  1039. 
Uganda— Country  produce  traffic— Report 

presented,  Apr.  19,  480. 
Workmen's  Trains— Select  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  working  of  Act  of  1883, 
Appointment  of,  Apr.  14,  292. 

Bailways  (Private  Sidings)  BUI 

c.  Rep.'  Apr.  19,  538. 

Sasoh,  Major,  Sir  F.  C.  [Essex,  Chelmsford] 
Aliens  Bill,  2r.,  Apr.  25,  1159. 
^\rmy. 

Barracks,  Construction  of— Publica- 
tion of  Committee  Report,  Apr  19, 
523-524. 

Cavalry  Horses,  weight  carried  by, 
Apr,  14,  253. 
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C.-  -cont. 
Army — cont. 

£ssex  Regiment,  2nd  Battalion— Re- 
sumption of  purple  facings  and 
old  title  **  Pompadours "  pro- 
posed, Apr.  14,  192. 

Guns,  Quick-firing,  unsatisfactory 
Nature  of,  Apr.  14,  214. 

Officers— Promotion  by  Selection  to 
Ranks  of  Colonel  and  Major 
General,  Apr.  21,  842-843. 

Gibraltar  Defences,  permitting  German 
Emperor  to  view,  etc.,  Apr.  26,  1192. 

Kathconrsey  Beach 

Accident  to  Driscoll  by  explosion  of  shrap- 
nel shell  —  compensation  to  widow 
and  warning  to  public  not  to  handle 
shells  proposed. 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold - 
Forster,  Apr.  14,  193. 

Bathdangar  (Co.  Wicklow) 

Postal  arrangements  at  revision  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  22,  955. 

Batlunines 

Wards,  Division  into,  Delay  in  holding 
Inquiry  on  Petition  for. 
$.  Mr.  Mooney  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Api\  19,  535. 

Bats 

Destruction  of  — E  xperimen  ts  with  Dany  sz  s 

Q.   Sir  W.  Foster  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  20,  678. 

Bavensworth,  Lord 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 
his  kinsman,  Apr.  22,  941. 

Bea,  Mr.  B  [Gloucester] 

Baker  Street  &  Waterloo  RaUway  Bill, 

con.,^pr.  14.  263. 
Creen,  Lieutenant,  Court  of  Inquiiy  into  case 

of— Charges,  etc.,  Apr.  21,  844-845. 

Beddy,  Mr.  M.  [King's  County  Birr.] 

Lloyd's  Estate,  King's  County— Applica- 
tion for  Re4n8tatement  by  evicte<l 
tenant,  etc.,  Apr.  25,  1054. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Waterford] 

Bank  of  Ireland  and  Provincial  Bank, 
Arrangements  as  to  Government  money 
pawing  through,  Apr.  25,  1058-1059. 

Business  of  the  House,  Course  of,  Apr.  K\ 
25. 

Education,  Ireland,  Primary— Antiquated 
and  inadequate  system,  Apr.  18,  419. 

Expenditure  of  the  country.  Increase  in, 
Apr.  19,  598. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes— Date  of  in- 
troducing Legisuition,  Apr.  25,  1066. 

Labonren*  Bill— Date  of  Second  Reading,. 
Apr.  27,  1307. 

\cont. 
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Bedmond,  Mr.  J.  K—cont. 

Land  Act  AmeDdiuent  Bill— Date  of  Second 
Reading,  Apt\  27, 1307. 

lAod  Jndge'M  Court,  Ireland — Procedure, 
Delay,  etc. --Winding  up  business  of 
the  Court  proposed,  Apr,  13,  176. 

Lugncnrren  Estate,  Evicted  Tenants 
from  —  Considering  claims  for  Re- 
instatement, Apr,  18,  39^-394. 

(Queen's  College,  Cork,  Rc-idence  of  Presi- 
dent of,  ^/w.  ^,1184. 

Taxation  jof  Irelaud,  Apr.  19,  699. 

Tea,  Additional  Tax  on,  hardships  inflicted 
on  the  poor  in  Ireland  by,  Apr.  19, 
599-602. 

Bedmond,  Mr.  W.  H.  K  [Clare,  K] 

American  Duty  on  Iri>h  Mackerel,  Increase 
of  —  Address  ng  Representation  to 
U.S.A.  Government,  Apr.  18,  377. 

Corolin,  United  Irish  League  Meetings  at — 
Reason  for  Police  Attendance,  Apr.  19, 
534. 

Education,  Ireland. 

Christian  Brothers,  Tributes  to  work 
of,  Apr.  18,  442,  443. 

Primary— Antiquated  and  inadequate 
system,  Apr.  18,  442. 

House  of  Commons. 

Accommodation    for    Menibers,  inad- 
equacy of,  Apr.  28,  1486,  1488. 

Indicators,   inaccuracy    <  f ,  Apr.    28, 
1488. 

Telephone     accommodation,      inade- 
quacy of,  Apr.  28,  1463. 

Ventilation  and  Sanitation  of,  Apr. 
28,  1461-64. 

Jjabourers'  Cottages,  Land  taken  for  pur- 
poses of — Selection  of  Arbitrator,  ap- 
peal from  award,  etc.,  Apr,  25,  1025, 

Magistrate  sending  case  for  trial  in  opposi- 
tiofi  to  vie\*8  of  majority  of  local 
magistrates,  Api\  25,  1025. 

"I'obacco,  taxes  on— Budget  proposals,  Apr. 
19,  659-662. 

Water  Bailiffs — Limerick  Board  of  Conser- 
vators, employ  men  t  by,  of  persons  fined 
lor  illegal  fishing  alleged,  Apr.  14, 
189. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools 

Judicial  Statistics  presented,  Apr.  12,  4  ; 
Api'.  19,  479. 

Eeid,  Mr.  J.  [Greenock] 

Shop  Hours  Bill— Date  of  Introduction, 
^/>f.^J,  848. 

Beid,  Sir  B.  T.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Death  Duties,  increase  in,  proposed,  Apr. 
27,  1320. 

iExpenditure,  increase  in,  Apr.  19,  640; 
Apr.  27,  1318,  1319. 

Tea,  additional  2d.  per  poiud  on — Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  27,  1330. 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 
2b.,  Apr.  22,  977,  979. 
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Senwick,  Mr.  6.  [Newcaatle-on-Tyne] 


Army. 

Auxiliary     Forces,     arming,       with 

modem  weapons,  Apr.  14^  240. 
Rifles,  place  of  roauu^ture  of,  Apr. 
U,  239. 

Bevenue  and  Ezpenditnre 

Account  1904  (to  3l8t  March)  presented, 
Apr.  27,  1286. 

Acts,  expenditure  under. 

Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Apr. 
19,  671  ;  Sir  J.  Gornt,  Apr.  21,  863 ; 
Mr.  G.  Bowles,  885,  886. 

Amount  contributed  by  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland  respectively  —  Return 
ordered,  Apr.  12,  7. 

Amounts  not  paid  into  the  Exchequer  for 
1901-2,  1902-3,  1903-4— Return  or- 
dered,  Apr.  27,  1287. 

Borrowings  5th  April,  1899-1904,  Statistics 
as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Black  ;   ^.    Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Apr.  20,  682. 

Chilian  Battleships,  Purchase  of.  Increase 
in  Expenditure  due  to. 
Os.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
550;    Mr.    Ritchie,    576;     Mr. 
Labouchere,  Apr.  27,  1341. 

Committee  Report,  Op^-ortunity  of  Dis- 
cussion of,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Vincent;  J.  Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  19,  537. 

Com    Tax,    Repeal    of,    Eflfcct    of,     on 
Revenue. 
0.    Mr.  A.  Chamberfalu,  Apr.    lU^ 
546. 

Estimated  Expenditure  for  1904-5. 

0.   Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19,  556-7. 
Estimated  Revenue  for  1904-5. 

0.  Mr.  A.  Chauiberlain,  Apr.  1U,551-S. 

^  Exchequer  Balances. 

State  of,  and  Drafte  on. 

Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Af'T.  19, 
551  ;  Mr.  McCrae,  619.  G:.2, 6i3. 

Strengthening  and  Depletion  in  tach 
ot  five  years  ended  March,  U04 — 
Return  oniere<l,  Apr.  JK,   1 177— 
Presented,  Apr.  27,  12^6. 
Excheriuer  Balances  1st  April,   1899  and 
19oi— South  African  Loans  and  Pay- 
ments, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  McCrae ,  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Apr.  20,  681-682. 

Exchequer  Receipts  1903-4,  Shortage  in— 
Causes  of  and  Method  of  meeting. 
Os.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
545-549,    559,   633,   634;     Mr. 
Ritchie,  573-578;    Sir   M.    H- 
Beach,  583  ;  Mr.  Asbton,  608  ; 
Sir  W.   H<»lland,  6S0 ;    Mr.  S. 
Buxton,    Apr.    21,    857 ;     Mr. 
Ritchie,  870;    Mr.  G.   Bowles, 
880  ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain.  898; 
Mr.   J.   Walton,  911;   Mr.   B. 
Roberts,    922;     Mr.    Whitley, 
936. 
Q.  Mr.  McCrae ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Apr.  21,  836-838. 
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Bevenue  and  Ezpenditore— con^. 

FinaDcial  Position  of  the  Coantry, 
References  to  in  Debate  on  Budget  Pro- 
p  sals,  Apr.  19,  602,  603,  605,  606, 
625 ;  Apr.  St,  874,  875,  886,  889,  890, 
905,  906,  910,  917,  930. 

Growth  of. 

Oa.  Sir  E.  Vincent.  Apr.  19,  603 ;  Mr. 
Ashton,  607,  61C  ;  Mr.  McCrae,  620, 
621 ;  Sir  G.  BarUey,  6*28,  629  ;  Sir 
VV.  Holland,  630  ;  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, 637,  638  ;  Sir  R.  Reid,  640. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Bndget, 
Apr.  19,  570-573,  580,  581,  591,  592, 
598  ;  Apr.  fSl,  891,  895-97,  900,  901, 
907,  906,  910,  911,  920,  921,  924; 
Apr,  g6,  1232 ;  Apr.  i7,  1319,  1331, 
1338,  1339,  1343,  1347,  1349. 

Ireland,  Amount  oontribated  by. 
0.  Mr.  8.  O.  Gore,  Apr.  91,  918. 

National  Debt,  see  that  title. 

Responsibility  of  the  Prime  Mmister. 
Os.  Sir  H.  Fowler,  Apr.  19,  593,  594 ; 
Mr.  McCrae,  625. 

Return,      Granting,     with      Population 
Fibres. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, Apr.  S5,  1058. 

Supplementary  Grants  for  1903-4,  Amount 
of. 
Os.    Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
549,  550 ;  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  Apr. 
21,858. 

Taxes,  Yield  ot,  in  1893-4  ;  1898-9  ;  1903-4. 
Q.  Mr.  Toulmin  ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Apr.  23,  957. 

Total  Expenditure  for  1903-4. 

0$.  ?Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19,  549, 
550  ;  Mr.  Runciman,  891. 

Treasury  Control  over  Spending  Depart- 
ments. 
08.   Mr.  C.  Warner,  Apr.  26,  1226  ; 
Mr.  CoghUl,  Apr.  27,  1317. 

War,    Preparation     for  —  Inquiry    into 
present  Financial  System  proposed. 
q.    Mr.  J.  F.  Hope  ;  A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfo'ir,  Apr.  IS,  82. 

Bhodesia 

Hut  Tax,  Collection  of,  by  British  South 
African  Police. 
Q.  Mr.  Whitley  \  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr.  18,  367. 

Mil  ray,  late  J.,  of,  Mining  Property  of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton; 
Apr.  28,  1442  1443. 

Biohard  Jaeger*8  Patent  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Apr.  28,  1405. 

ichards,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Finshury,  E.] 

House  of  Co'iimonH,  Ventilation  and  Sani- 
tation of,  Apr.  28,  1467. 

Biohards*  Estate 

Compulsory  Sale  of — Reasons  for  Delay. 
0.     M^Ffrench,  Apr.  IS,  168. 
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Eidley,  Mr.  M.  W.  [Stalybridge] 


Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr.  27, 
1400 

Ridley,  Mr.  8.  F.  [Bedmal  Green,  S.W.] 
Aliens  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  25,  11 18. 
Tenement    Houses  used    as    Workshops, 
Inspection  of,  Apr.  19,  520. 

Sifles 

9ee  under  Army. 

Kipom,  Marqness  of 

New  Zealand  Trade  —  Preferential  Tariff 
for  British  Goods,  etc.,  ^«r.  21,  831. 
832. 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  [Croydon] 

Army  —  Expenditure,  Reduction  in,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  21,  866. 

Budget. 

Deficit  on  Budget  of  1903-4,  Reasons 
for,  Apr.  19,  573-8;  Apr.  21, 
870-1. 

Estimates  for  1899-1990,  and  1903-4, 
Comparison  between,  Apr.  21,  869. 

General  Policy  of,  Aflfording  Oppor- 
tunity for  Discussion  of,  Apr.  19, 
577. 

Income-Tax,  Additional  Id.  in  the 
pound  on— Budget  Proposal,  Avr. 
19, 577.  ^ 

Chilian  Warships,  Purchase  of,  Apr.  19, 
576. 

House  of  Commons— Divisions,  Alterati  m 
in  Method  of  Taking,  proposed,  Apr, 
28,  1483. 

Licensing  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  20,  703. 

National  Debt,  Reduction  of,  by  Means  of 

the  Sinking  Fund,  Apr.  21,  866,  867, 

868. 

Sinking  Fund,  Suspension  of.  Objections 
to,  Apr.  19,  577. 

Taxation,  Remission  of  —  Proportion 
between  ihe  Dii-ect  and  Indirect  Tax- 
payer, Apr.  21,  868,  869. 

Tea,  Duty  on— Additional  2d.  per  Poind 
—Budget  Proposal,  Apr.  19,  577. 

Transvaal  Loan,  Reasons  for  Delay  in 
Is-iue  of,  Apr.  19,  867. 

Ritualirtio  Praotices 

Motion  for  Di8-:u^Hi  .n  of —Adjournment  of 
the  House,  proposed. 
Os.  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  Apr.  20,  695  ; 
Mr.    Galloway,    Mr.    Speaker, 
696. 

Royal  Commi  sion  on —Composition  and 
Terms  of  Reference. 

Debate    on   Motion  [Mr.    A-    Taylor] 
Apr.  20,  757. 

Children's  **  Masses,''  etc.,  Liquiry 
into,  760,  768, 

Doctrinal    Erroi;*,     Examination 
into,  759,  769,  778. 
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Royal  Commiaaion  on— cont. 
Debate  on  Motum—cont 

Episcopal  Element,  ObiectioDS  to 
—Use  of  the  Right  of  Veto 
by  Bishops,  etc  ,  763,  765, 766, 
771. 

Evidence,  Powers  of  CommiBsion 
to  Uke,  761,  768,  777. 

Legal  Element,  Increaee  of,  762, 
770,  775. 

ProtestaDts  and  Nonconformists, 
Non  •  representation  of,  al- 
leged, 764,  767,  769,  774. 

Select  Committee,    Appointment 
of,  proposed,  767,  775. 
Q.  Mr.    A.    Taylor;    A.    Mr.  A.   J. 
Balfour,  Apr,  I4,  212  ;   Apr.  20, 
691-692. 

Boberts,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Carnarvonshire,  Eifion] 
Income  Tax,  graduation  of,  proposed,  Apr, 
^i,  923. 

Liquor  Licences,  Monopoly  Value  of,  Apr, 
'26,  1227,  1228. 

Poor  Prisoners  Defence  Act  —  Delay  in 
making  Rules,  Apr,  J2,  954. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Deficit  on  Budget,  method  of  dealing 
with,  ^pr.  ;.^2,  922. 

Increase  in,  Apr,  JS?i,  924. 
South  Afiican  War— Repatriation  of  Boers, 
Cost,   Names  of  Boots,  etc.,  Apr,  21, 
843 ;  Apr,  25,  1043-1044. 

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W.] 

Education  —  Glyn-Traian  School,  Draft 
Final  Order  for,  holding  Local  Inquiry 
into,  Apr,  27,  1298-1299. 

India. 

Customs  and  Excise  —  Amount  of 
Revenue  on  liquors  and  drugs 
from  1901-1903,  Apr,  15,  299. 

Excise  Le^slation,  Instructions  to 
provincial  Administrations  — 
Bengal  Excise  Bill,  Apr,  20,  680. 

Police  Commission's  Report,  Date  of 
Tabling,  April  20,  681. 

Licensing  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  20,  718. 

Liquor  Licences,  Refusals  to  renew,  Statis- 
tics as  to,  Apr,  20,  683. 

Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2R,,Apr,  16,  347. 

BobertSOn,  Mr.  R  [Dundee] 

Business  of  the  House— Course  Lf,Apr,  12, 
72. 

Inland  Revenue— Illegal  demand  for  pay- 
ment of  Claims,  Retention  of  Money  so 
paid,  etc.  Apr,  14,  197. 

Liquor  Licences,  Increase  in  number  of, 
amount  of  Revenue  yielded  by,  Apr. 
26,^  1217,  1218. 
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Apr,  12— Apr.  28 

Bobert8on,  Mr.  R— coni. 
Nary. 

Estimates. 

Appropriations-in-Aid  —  principle 
of  apportionment  in  the  diro*- 
ent  Votes,  Apr.  It,  33. 

Armaments  Vote,  Increase  iiit 
Apr.  12,  32. 

Shipbuilding. 

Expenditure  on  —  Compariaon 
with  foreign  Coantri^  for 
1895-1904,  Apr.  X?,  19. 

Tonna^,  additions  to,  oomnared 
with  those  of  France,  Knssia, 
and  Germany,  Apr.  IS,  44. 

Vote  for,  delaying  sanction  to, 
proposed,  Apr,  12,  43. 

Post  Office — Dundee  Postmen's  Grievanees 
—Reply  to  Petition,  Apr,  18,  378. 

Submarine  Al  ,   raising  of — Latest  infor- 
mation, Apr,  18,  309. 

Tibet,  Expedition  to,  terms  of  Motion  for 
discussion  of,  Apr,  12,  72. 

West  Down  Parliamentary  Election — Re- 
commendation of  Deputy    Master 
Mint,  Legality  of,  etc.,  Apr. 


1908. 


Bobeitson,  Mr.  T.  BL  [Hackney,  S.] 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.,  Apr,  IS, 
310,  324. 

Bobinson,  Mr.B.  [Dudley] 

Education— Dating  Pupil  Teachers'    Ap- 

S>intments    previous    to    publishing 
lamination  Results,  etc,  Apr,    20, 
671. 

Bobson,  Mr.  W.  S.  [South  Shields] 

Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill, 
2r.,  Apr,  22,  1001. 

Beehe,  Mr.  J.  [Gahvay,  E.] 

Butson  Estate,  Abbeylands,  Purchase  ol. 
Agreement  as  to,  Apr,  28,  1461-1432. 

BoUeston,  Sir  J.  F.  L.  [Leieester] 

Africa,  South — Garrison— Clerk's  Salaries 
— Refund  of  Income  Tax  deduct. ons 
proposed,  Apr,  14,  191. 

Johannesburg— Plague  Serum,  Prohibition 
of  use  of,  Apr,  14,  191. 

RoUit,   Sir  A.  K  [Islington,  South] 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2R.,  Apr.  IS, 
310. 

Soman  Catholics 

Publications  reflecting  upon,   Display  io 
Post    Office  Windows— Interpolation 
of  **  Roman  *'  in  Question^  etc. 
Qs,     Mr.   J.   Campbell;    As,  Lord 
Stanley,  Apr,  27, 1297.  1298. 

Bopner,  CoL  Sir  K  H.  0.  [Stockton] 
Devon  and  Cornwall,  Proviaion  of  Har> 
boars  of  Refuge  in,  Apr,  S8,  1527. 
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Bosorea 

Post  Office,  New  Premises. 
Q.  Mr.  .K.  O'Brien ;  A.  Lord 
Apr,  to,  689-690. 

Xo0s,  Judge 

Land  Judge's  Court— Administration    of 
Judge  RosH,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr,  13, 156 ;  Mr. 
Ffrench,16o,  m. 


[Bob— Sam 


Stanley, 


Boyal  Commissions 


Number  issued  in  each  year  from  1896  to 
Address  for  Keturn,  Apr.  £8, 


1903- 
1424. 


Urban  and  Rural  Districts— Light  Rail- 
way Order  Presented,  Apr.  19,  518. 


Bundman,  Mr.  W.  [Dewsbury] 

Devon  and  Cornwall,  Provision  of  Har- 
bours of  Refuge  in,  proposed,  Apr.  28. 

financial  condition  of  the  Country.  Apr. 
XI,  889,  890,  891.  ^ 

National  Debt— Probable  Reduction,  in 
1904-6,  etc.,  Apr.  26,  1048. 

Navy,  Expenditure,  Possibilities  of  Reduc- 
tion in,  Apr.  21,  889. 

Te%,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— 
Budget  Prop<isal,  Apr.  21,  891,  892. 

Bussell,  Kr.  T.  W.  [Tyrone,  8.] 

Agricultural  Department— Annual  Grant 
paid  to  North- Eaat  Agricultural 
Association,  Apr.  18,  389. 

Blaris  Hurling  Match,  Cost  of  extra  Police 
on  Duty  for,  etc.,  Apr.  20,  688. 
.     Education,  Ireland,  Primary— Antiquated 
and  Inadequate  System,  Apr.  18, 421, 
459. 

House  of  Commons. 

Reading  and  writing  rooms,  Provision 
of,  Apr.  28,  1492. 

Smoking-room  Accommodation,  Apr. 
28,  1492,  1493. 

Land  Judge's  Court^  IreUnd— Procedure, 
Delays,  Ac.,  Winding  up  business  of 
the  Court  proposed,  Apr.  IS,  157,  177. 

Liquor  Lioenees,  Monopoly  value  of,  Apr. 
26,  1230. 

Lisbum,  Disturbances,  Police  protection, 
&C.,  Apr.  19,  668. 

Newcastle,  Down— Voting  Register,  Con- 
stitution of,  Apr.  21,  852. 

Taxation— War  taxes,  Necessity  for  con- 
tinning,  Apr,  26,  1229. 

Tea  duty.  Hardship  inflicted  on  poorer 
classes  in  Ireland  by,  Apr.  26,  1270. 

BiLssia 

Jews  in,  Treatment  of. 

Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr.  25,  1071 ;  Mr. 
Trevelyan,  1081 ;  Major  B.  Gordon, 
1083-5. 
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tLwuisL—cofU. 

Navy— Total  Warship  Tonnage,  1895  and 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh;  A.  Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Apr.  25, 1028. 
Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  22,  943. 
War  with  Japan,  see  Russo-Japanese  War. 

Basso-Japanese  War 

Correspondents  using  Wireless  Telegraphy, 
Russian  Treatment  of. 
Q,  Mr.  B.  Jones;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
Apr,  20,  675-676. 

Japanese  System  of  Land  Transport,  Re- 
ports as  to. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  ^.-  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  28,  1436. 
Naval  Operations. 

Attach^   to   watch   conduct  of,  on 
behalf  of  the  British  Navy,  Ap- 
pointment of,  proposed. 
Os.  SirC.  Dilke  ;  Sir  J.  Colomb, 
Apr.   12,  80;    Mr.   Prety- 


man,  42. 
Naval  Officers,  Appointment  of. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;   A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  19,  524. 

Bntherford,  Kr.  W.  W.  [Liverpool,  West 
Derby] 

Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr.  27, 
1367.  '     i'         . 

Ritualistic  Practices,  Royal  Commission 
on— Composition  and  terms  of  refer- 
ence, Apr.  20,  770. 

Byde  Gas  Bill 

/.  2r.»  Apr,  25,  1015. 

Sackville,  Mr.  S.  0.  S.  [Northants,  N.] 
Hon«e  of  Commons — Mosaics — Filling  in 
gape,  proposed,  Apr,  28, 1471. 

St  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Bill 

/.  ^2^^.*  Apr.  26,  1165. 

St  Marylebone  Electric  Lighting  Bill 

c  Zyl.*  Apr,  14, 182. 
/.  IR.*  Apr,  19,  477. 
2r.»  Apr.  28,  1406. 

St  Osyth 

Light  Railway  Order  Presented,  Apr.  19, 
518. 

Sale  of  Intozicants  to  Children  Bill 

/.  Com,  Apr,  21,  829. 
Rep.»  Apr,  26,  1174. 

Salisbury  Plain 

Barrack  Construction  on. 

Os.  Mr.  Peel.  Apr,  14,  283 ;  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  285. 

Samnel,  Kr.  E.  L*  [Yorkshire,  Cleveland] 
Africa,  West — Agricultural  Implements, 
Import  Duties  on,  Apr,  21,  843. 
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Samuel,  Mr.  H.  L.—coiU. 

Congo  Free  State  ^Trade  Regulations — 
Caae  of  Mr.  A.  Visram,  Apr.  fi,  849- 
850. 

Gold  Coast  Colony,  Qovemment  Railway 
— Purchase  of  Coal  throagh  Crown 
Agents — Average  Price,  etc.,  Apr.  18, 

Transvaal. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of. 

Chinese  Crovemment,  Negotia- 
tions with — Date  of  tabling 
Papers,  Apr.  19,  626. 

Shipping  Accommodation  pro- 
vided—Rate of  Wages— Ports 
of  Embarkation,  Apr.  S8^ 
1441-1442. 

Departmental  Supplies,  Parchasing 
through  Crown  Agents,  etc.,  Apr. 
£5, 1044,  1045. 

Working  Classes,  Average  annual  earnings 
of,  Apr.  gl,  839. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — Inquiry, 
Progress  of — Government  Bill,  Apr. 
19,  531. 

Samuel,  Mr.  S.  M.  [Tower  Hamlets,  White- 
chapel] 
Aliens. 

Criminals— Number  from  1898-1903, 
Apr.  14,  199. 

Males,  Number  of  Adult,  in  United 
Kingdom  in  1901,  Apr.  14,  200. 

Aliens  Bill,  2R.  Apr.  25,  1117. 

Sinking  Fund,  Objections  to  Suspension  of, 
Apr.  SI,  918. 

Tea,  Additional  Duty  of  2d.  per  pound  on 
Budget  proposal,  Apr.  SI,  919. 

Sandys,  Col.  T.  M.  [Lancashire,  Bootle] 
Army  (Annual)^  Bill,  2r.  Apr.  IS,  145. 

Array — Courts  of  Inquiry,  Constitution  and 
Procedure  of,  Apr.  IS,  145. 

Sassoon,  Sir  R  A.  [Hythe] 

Tea  Imports— Quantity  and  Value,  1902-3, 
etc,  Apr.  SI,  836. 

Savings  Banks 

Deficiencies. 

Annuities,  Terminable,  Payment  of. 

Resolution  (Mr.  A.  Chamberlain), 
Apr.  SO,  796  ;  Apr.  ;«5,  1163  ; 
Apr.  S8,  1636. 
08.     Mr.  Dalziel,  Apr.  S7, 
1366 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain,  1366;   Mr.  Weir, 
1366. 
Making   good   out    of    Consolidated 
Fund. 

Q.    Dr.  Maonamara ;    A.    Mr. 
V.  Cavendish,  Apr.  I4,  197. 

Stock,  Transfer  of,  to  Bank  of  Ireland, 
proposed. 
Q.    Mr.  Field;    A.    Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  S7,  1290. 
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9e€  tinder  Bduoation. 

Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Manchester,  N.] 

Argentine  Cattle  Trade— ProhibitioQ  of 
Importation  of  Live  Cattle  from  — 
Withdrawal  of  Prohibition,  proposed, 
Apr.  14,  199. 

Ceylon. 

Estate  Schools  in— Attitude  of  Estate 
Owners,  Apr.  S8, 1436-1437. 

School  Children  of  Mohammedan 
Parents  in.  Numbers,  etc,  Apr. 
S6,  1193. 

India — Ooinafe— Rupees  coined  eaoh  yesr, 
1893-1904,  Government  Profita,  etc., 
Apr.  SI,  839-840. 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Prosecution  of — Expendltnre. 
Authority  responsible  for  Prosecntion, 
etc.,  Apr.  14,  188 ;  Apr.  S6^  1194. 

Workhouses,  Nursing  in. 

Committee  Report,  Dealing  with,  Apr. 
S8,  1431. 

Delay  in  issuing  New  Order,  Apr.  SI, 

Science.  Boyal  College  of 

Date  of  completing  Building. 

Q.  Mr.   Coghill;     A.    Lord   Balcaires, 
Apr.  18,  356. 

Scotland 

Secretary— -Wc.  A  Graham  Murray. 

Lord  AdtfoccUe — Mr.  C.  Scott- Dick mni. 

Lord  Justice-General — Lord  Kinrocs. 

Vice  Preeident  of  the  Council  of  Educa- 
tion— Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray. 

Agriculture,  Number  of  Persons  employed 
in. 
Q.    Mr.  E.   WajBon;    A.    Mr.    A. 
Fellowes,  Apr.  SI,  847. 

Avoch,  Construction  of  Harbour  at,  pro- 
posed. 
0.  Mr.  Weir,  Apr.  S8,  1513,  1514. 

Births,  Deaths  and  Biarriagee  >Aniiiial 
Report  Presented  Apr.  If,  6 ;  Apr.  19, 
481. 

Clyde,  Trawling  in — Foreign  trawlers  and 
the  sale    of    Immatore    fish— Legis- 
lation to  remove  anomalies  pn^Kwed. 
0.    Marquess  of  Hnntly,  Apr.  19, 

5ia 

Congested  Districts,  see  that  title. 

Culross,  Technical  Education  Grant  fo**. 
Q.  Mr.   E.   Wason;   A.    Mr.     A.    G. 
Murray,  Apr.  SO.   685. 

Defective  and  Epileptic  children,  Providinf 
for  Education  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  Mr.  A.  G.  Munay, 
Apr.  S5,  1029. 

Dog  Tax,  Proposed  Redaction  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlam, 
Apr.  S8,  1432. 
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Mails.  Earlier  deliverv  proposed. 
Q,  Sir  J.   Leng ;    A.   Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  14,  201. 

Postmen's  Grievances  —  Reply  to 
Petition. 

Q.  .Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  A,  Lord 
Stanley,  Apr,  18,  378-379. 

Edinburgh,  9ee  that  title. 

Education,  ue  that  title. 

Equivalent  Grants  for. 
Q,  Mr.  Black;  A,  Mr.  A.  G.   Murray, 
Apr.  »5,  1030. 

Halbea'h,  Fifeshire,  Level  Crossing  At — 
Providing  suitable  Protection, 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.   Balfour, 
Apr,  SS,  1050-1051. 

Lewis,  Isle  of,  see  that  title. 

Licensing  Courts,  Constitution  of— Tables 
Presented,  Apr,  12,  6  ;  Apr,19,  480. 

Lunatics— Report  of  Commissioners  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  if,  6  ;  Apr,  19,  480. 

Lymph  for.  Annual    Sum    paid   to   Dr. 
Blaxall  for. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  G.   Lawson, 
Apr.  18,  380. 

Manufactures,    Board    of.    Carrying    out 
Recommendations  of. 
Q,   Mr.   Buchanan;  A.  Mr.    A  G. 
Murray,  Apr,  fS6,  1183. 

Moray  Firth,  Trawling  in — Landing;  regu- 
lations for  foreign  vessels.  Legislation 
to  remove  anomalies  proposed. 
Qs,  Marquess  of  Huntly,  Apr.  19, 
612 ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  514. 

Motor  Cars. 

Registration  and  Licensing  of.  Order 
Presented,  Apr.  H,  1 ;  Apr.  19, 
484. 

Use  and  Construction  of,  Order  Pre- 
sented, Apr.  IS,  7 ;  Apr.  19,  484. 

Poor  Law,  see  that  itle. 
Portnagurin,  Construction  of  harbour  of 
rerage  at,  proposed. 

0.  Blr.  Weir,  Apr.,  28,  1513. 

Post  Office,  see  that  title. 

Prisons — Annual  Report  Presented,  Apr, 
12,4. 

Private  Bill  Inquiry,  Absence  of  BLP.*s 
from. 
Qi,  Mr.  Black,  Sir  W.   Thorbuni, 
Mr.  J.  Wilson  ;  A,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Apr.  18,  380-381. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure — Amount  con- 
tributed, &c.— Return  ordered,  Apr, 
12,  7. 
Sheriff  Courts— Fees  of  Medical  Witnesses. 
Q,  Mr.  Lawrence ;  A,  Mr.   S.   Dickson, 
Apr.  26,  1030. 

Taxation  (Local) — Amount   available  for 
distribution  to  31  Mar.  1903. 

Q.  Mr.    Caldwell ;  A.    Mr.    A.   G. 
Morray,  Apr.  I4, 185. 
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Scotland — cont. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  duty   on — Hardships 

inflicted  on  the  poorer  classes  by. 

Os,  Mr.  C.  Wason,  Apr.  26,  1273 ; 

Mr.  Weir,  1283 ;  Apr.  27,  1310, 

1311 ;  Mr.  Wylie.  1321,    1322 ; 

Mr.  Ainsworth,  1354. 

Tulliallan,  Technical  Education  Grant  for. 
Q.    Mr.    E.    Wason ;    A.    Mr.    A.   G. 
Murray,  Apr.  20,  685. 

Ullapool  Naval  Base,  Construction  of— 
Progress  of  Work, 

Q,  Mr.  Weir;  A,  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Apr. 
18,368, 

Vaccination— Annual    Report  Presented, 
Apr,  12,  6  ;  Apr,  19,  481. 

Soott-Hontagii,    Hon.    J.     [Hant^     New 
Forest] 

Green  Plovers,  Sale  of,  in  London  during 
close  season,  Apr.  15,  299. 

SeaFlBheries 

see  Fisheries. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill 

/.  Com.  Apr,  19,  502. 

Debate  in  Committee  (Lords)  Apr.  19,  502. 

By-laws,  Uniformity  of  —  Powers  of 
Board  to  make  By-laws,  etc,  512, 
514,  515. 

Convention  between  all  Powers  in 
North  Sea  for  protection  of  im- 
mature fish,  proposed,  504.  506, 
509. 

Fishing  Vessels,  Size  limit  of,  proposed, 
505,  607,  510. 

Foreign  vessels  landing  underHize<l  fish, 
Powers  of  Board  to  prohibit,  510, 
513,  514. 

Round  Fish,  Extension  of  provisions 
of  Bill  to,  proposed,  512,  513,  514, 
515. 

Size  limit  of  Fish,  Powers  of  Board  to 
define,  etc.,  505,  506,  508,  510. 

Trawling,  Effect  of,  on  iramatnre  fish, 
502. 

Rep.*  Apr,  22,  949. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Education 

see  uTAler  Education. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 

Mr.  Alfred  Lyttelton, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affieurs 

Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 

Secretary  of  State  for  India 

Mr.  W,  St,  Johti  Brodrick, 

Secretary  for  Scotland 

Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray. 

Secretary  of  State  for  War 

Mr.  H,  0.  AiTwld'Forster, 

30  2 
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Beely,  Maj.  J.  R  B.  [We  of  Wight] 

Expenditure,  Growth  of,  Apr,   f7. 


1326, 


Fifloal  Policy  —  Preferential  TariffiB, 
Tabling,  Colonial  Resolations  dis- 
favouring, Apr,  20,  679. 

Indian  Coolie  Labour,  Importation  of,  into 
British  Colonies,  Civil  Rights,  etc., 
insisted  on  by  Indian  Croveniment, 
Apr.  £6,  1046. 

Transvaal. 

Chinese  Labour,  Importation  of, 
Australian  Resolution  opposing, 
Tabling,  etc,  Apr.  S5, 1043. 

Chinese  under  unrestricted  conditions. 
Number  and  Status  of,  Apr.  18, 
373. 

Rand  Mines— Cold  output  and  White 
and  Coloured  Labourers  employed 
in  March,  1898,  1899,  1902  and 
1903,  Apr.  25,  1040. 

Selbome.  Earl  of  —  FWh  Lord  of  the 

Admiraity. 

Battleship  Speed  trials  at  Polperro, 
Dama^  to  fishing  industry  oy  — 
Question  of  compensation,  Apr.  26, 
1173. 

Servia. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr,  21,  810. 

Seton-Karr,  Sir  H.  [St.  Helens] 

House  of  Commons  —  Smoking-room  ac- 
commodation, inadequacy  of,  Apr,  28, 
1480. 

Shackleton,  Mr.  D.  J.  [Lancashire,  Clitheroe] 
Army  Dentists  —  Candidates*  Expenses, 
Apr.  19,  523. 

Sheehy,Mr.D.[Meath,s.] 

Lisbnm  Disturbances,  Apr.  19,  668. 

Sheppy  Oas  Bill 

/.  2r.»  Apr.  26, 1015. 

Shipley  Urban  District  Counoil  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Apr.  26,  1165. 

Shop  Hours  Bill 

Date  of  Introduction. 
Q,  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

AprU  20,  692. 
Q,  Mr.  J.  Reid ;  A,  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr.  21,  848. 

e.  1K.»  Apr.  26,  1199. 

Siam 

French  and  British  Agreements  with,  Pub- 
lication of.  Terms  of, 
Q.  Sir.  C.  Dilke ;   A.   Earl  Percy, 
Apr.  19,  629-630. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  22,  943. 

Sinking  Fund 

see  National  Debt. 
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Slack,  Kr.  B.  [Hertfordshire,  St.  Albaaa] 
Baker  Street  &  Waterloo  KaQway  BOl, 
Con.,  Apr  14,  268. 

Income  Tax  Assessments,  Allowing  cost  of 
Railway  Season  Tickets  to  be  de- 
ducted in,  Apr.  26,  U88-II89. 

Slavery 

Pemba^Civil  Rights  6f  Slavas. 
Q.  Mr.  Bay  ley;  A.   Earl  Percy,  Apr. 

12,  8. 

Sloan,  Mr.  T.H.  [Belfast,  a] 

Ballinasloe  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Charge  against  Attendant  Kenny,  elc, 
Apr.  21,  850. 

Medical  Superintendent,  Junior  Anii> 
tant  appointed  to  Post  of — ^BeasoB, 
eta,  Apr.  21,  851-852. 

Belfast,  Troops  in — Alleged  Monopoly  for 
Supply  of  Stores,  Apr,  25,  108S-1U38. 

Bonamargy  Ruins,  Custody  of,  Apr.  21, 
850. 

Constabulary. 

Charges  of  Violence  against,  Apr.  20, 
687, 

District  Inspectors  over  Sixty  Tears 
of  Age,  taking  Steps  to  Retire, 
Apr  18,  36a. 

Fund,  Solvency  of-— Percentage  paid 
to  Subscribers,  Apr.  28,  1413. 

Dublin  Castle — Number  of  Coostabiilaiy 
Orderlies,  etc,  Apr  18,  384. 

Education,  Ireland,  Primary — Antiquated 
and  inadequate  system,  Apr,  18,  468. 

Johannesburg,  Natives  in,  Police  Regula- 
tions for,  Apr.  18,  366. 

Limerick — Jew8,Per8ecution  of— Meaanres 
of  Protection  by  Police,  etc.,  Apr,  14, 
202. 

Londonderry,  Prison  Matron — Marriage 
during  terra  of  service  alleged,  Apr,  14, 
203. 

Monaghan  Agricultural  and  Tedmical 
Committee,  Display  of  Party  Flagi  at 
Shows  prohibited  by,  Apr.  20,  686. 

May  Post  Office-^Reasons  for  Charging 
Extra  Fees,  Apr.  14,  206. 

Navy  Discharges — Case  of  Ormsby  Webli^ 
Apr.  25,  1026. 

Workhouses  —  (Jnoertified  Lunatics,  Ad 
mission  of,  Apr.  18,  384. 

Small-Fox 

Outbreak  of  1003,  Cost  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Coghill ;  A.  Mr.  W.  Long.  Apr, 

25,  1051. 

Smith,  Mr.  S.  [Flintshire] 

Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr.  27, 
1385. 

Scares,  Mr.  E.  [Devonshire,  Bamstaple] 

Devon  and  Cornwall,  Provision  of  Har- 
bours of  Refuge  in,  Apr.  28,  1499- 
1503, 1523,  1527, 
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Solidtor-Oeneral  for  Ireland 
Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Campbell. 

Solidtors 

Defaulting— Creation  of  a  Pnblio  Trustee. 
0.  Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  -rl.  Sir  R.  FinUy, 
-4pr.  18y  356-356. 

Malpractices,  Number  Struck  oflF  the  Roll 
for,  since  1899. 
Q,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton ;  A.  Sir 
R.  Finlay,  Ayr.  i^,  186. 

Somaliland 

Campaign. 

Expenditure  on. 

Qe.    Mr.    C.    Hobhouse,    Mr. 
Lough;    A.    Mr.    Amold- 
Forster,  Ayr.  18,  871. 
Estimates  for  1904-5. 
0.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr. 
19,  557. 
Italian  Territory. 

Illig  Fort,  Captured  by  British. 
Q.   Mr.  C.  Hobhouse ;   A.  Mr. 
Pretyman,  Apr.  28,  1439. 
Mullah  in— Political  and  Military 
Advantage  Gained  by  War. 
Q.  Mr.   C.   Hobhouse;  A. 
Earl    Percy,   Apr.  25, 
1046-1047. 
Mullah,  Position  of. 
Q.    Mr.    C.    Hobhouse;    A.    Mr. 
Amold-Forster,  Apr.  18,  371. 
Progress  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  18,  370-371. 

Sooihill  Hether  Urban  District  Tram- 
ways Bill 

c.  3R.*^pr.  12,1. 
I.  \iL*  Apr.  19,477. 
2a»  Apr.  28,  1406. 

Soudan 

Cotton,  Posstbility  of  Cultivating,  in. 
On.  Mr.  Rutherford,  Apr.  27,  1371  ;  Mr. 
Emmott,   1381.  J383,    1384  ;     Mr. 
Lyttelto^,  1393. 

Finances,  Administration  and  Condition- 
Report  Presented,  Apr.  12,  4  ;   Apr. 

South  African  War 

Boers,  Repatriation  of.  Money  Expended 
on — Names  of  Boers,  etc 
Q.    Mr.    B.    Roberts  ;        A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,    Apr.    21,    843-844, 
Apr.  26,  1043-1044. 

History  of.  Arrangements  for  Compilation 
Time  to  be  occupied,  etc.  ' 

C.    Mr,  Elliot;    A.    Mr.    V. 
Cavendish,  Apr,  IS,  77. 


Henderson,  Col.,  Utilising  Pre&u^  by. 
Q.      Mr.   C.   Hobhouse ;     A.  Ut. 
Amold-Foflter,  Apr.  25,  1041- 
1042. 

Rewards— Carrying  out  Lord  Kitchener's 
Recommendations. 
Q.  Mr.  Ainsworth  ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Foster,  Apr.  IS,  79. 

White  Paper  No.   155  of  1902,  Return  in 
Continuation  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  27,  1290. 

South  Kensington 

Museum  Buildings -Dates  of  Completion. 
Q.    Mr.  Coghill  ;   A.    Lord    Balcaires, 
Apr.  18,  356. 

South  Shields  Gas  Bill 

/.  2r.»  Apr.  19,  477. 

South  Staffordshire  Mines  Drainage  Bill 
I.  Rep.*  Apr.  28,  1165. 

Southampton 

Military  Riot  at,  Men  of  2nd    Cheshire 
R^ment  implicated  in,  etc. 
Qs.  Capt.  Norton  ;  As.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster.  Apr.  25, 1042  ;  Apr,  27, 
1293. 

Southend  Water  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendments,  t/OM'.  *Apr,  25, 1021, 
/.     Commons    Amendments  ^Agreed    to, 

Apr.  26,  1166. 
/.  Royal  Assent,  Apr.  28,  1405. 

Southend-on-Sea  Oas  Bill 

c.  3e.*  Apr.  12,  1. 
I.  IR.*  Apr.  19,  477. 
2R.*  Apr.  28,  1406. 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  (Ex- 
tension of  Tune)  Bill 

/.  3r.*  Apr.  19,  477. 
c  IR,*  Apr.  21,  834. 

Spain 

Arbitration  Treaty  between  France  and 
Great  Britain— Consultation  of  Spanish 
Grovernment,  etc 
Q.    Mr.  6.  Bowles ;  A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  14,  209. 

Speaker 

Absence  of,  from  the  House  owinc  to  indis- 
position— Appointment  of  Nlr.  J.  W. 
Lowther  as  Deputy  Speaker,  Apr.  13, 
73. 

Adjournment  of  the  House  to  discuss 
matter  of  urgent  public  importance, 
Apr.  20,  696. 

Budget  Resolutionsr-Income-Taz,  Restric- 
tions on,  Discussion  of,  Apr.  26,  1252. 

Cotton  Cultivation  in  Africa— Amendment 
to  Motion,  Apr.  27, 1389. 
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Apr,  12—. 
SpeBker—cont 

DhciiBsion  of  Sabjeots  outside  scope  of 
Debate,  Apr.  20,  759 ;  Apr,  SS,  1259  ; 
Apr,  rr,  1326,  1328,  1339,  1355. 

India,  Viceroy  of — Criticisms  of  Policy  of, 
except  on  special  motion,  Apr.  13 ^  97. 

Irrelevant  Observations,  Apr,  £8^  1439. 

Personal  Allusions  and  Insinuatidns  in 
Debate,  Ruling  as  to,  Apr,  tO,  748, 
749 ;  Apr.  f7, 1303. 

"Roman,"  Interpolation  of,  in  question 
relating  to  Catholics,  Apr,  ;f7,  1297. 

Spear,  Mr.  J.  W.  CDevonshire,  Tavistock] 
Bristol  Channel,  Construction  of  Harbour 
of  Refuge  in,  proposed,  Apr,  $8, 1515. 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2r.  Apr,  16, 
319. 

Spencer,  Earl 

Frrtnce— Arbitration  Treaty  with  Great 
Britain— Opportunity  for  Discussing 
iu  the  House,  Apr,  19,  485. 

Out^Ioor  Rolief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
2r.  Apr.  SI,  822. 

Tibet  Expedition,  Character  of — Policy  of 
H.M.  Government,  etc.,  Apr,  19,  491. 

Strabane,  Baphoe  and  Conyoy  Sailway 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  f  7, 1285. 

Stamp  Dnty 

Contracts,  Future  Option  and  Warrant, 
Suggested  Imposition  on. 
Q.     Mr.  Field;    A,    Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain, 4pr.  S6,  1179-1180. 

Evasions  of,  by    Railway   and   Shipping 
Companies  —  Proposed     Government 
Action. 
Q.    Mr.  Pirie;    A.    Mr.  A.  Cham- 
berlain. Apr.  ee,  1189-1190. 

Revenue  derived  from.  Falling  oflf  in. 
Os.    Mr.  A  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19,  549  ; 
Mr.  Ritchie,  Apr.  SI,  871. 

Standing  Orders 

No.  XXI.,  Suspension  of,  Apr.  19,  485. 

Stanley,  Et  Hon.  Lori—Posimcuter-GenercU 
[Lancashire,  Westhoughton] 
Boy  Copyists,  Employment  of,  Apr,  SO, 

Ireland. 

Castletown  Service,  Improvement  of, 
Apr,  19,  537. 

Cork  Post  Office. 

Holidays,  Arrangements,  for,  Apr, 

U,  207. 
Promotion  in. 

Senior  sorting  clerks,  of,  Apr, 
i^,  206. 

Tweedmouth  Committee 

effecting      Recommenda- 
tions of,  Apr.  S8,  1428. 

Donard,  Wicklow,  Arrangements  in, 
Apr,  19,  521. 
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Apr.  28. 

Stanley,  Et  Hon.  Lord— «mi. 
Dublin  Office. 

Dual  Working  in,  Apr.  28, 1454. 

Telegraph  Mesaengen,  Digmiwl 
of,  Apr.  25,  1059-106a 

Telegraph   School,  Oyercrowding 
of,  Apr.  28,  1453. 

Killamey,  .  Eetabltshinc  Telephone 
Communication  with,  Apr.  2S, 
1060. 

Limerick  Postal  Staff! 

Holiday  GrievaAoee,  Apr.  1^  206 

Superior  Appointments,  Increase 
in,  proposed,  Apr.  IS^  81. 

Telegraph   learners.  Placing     on 
establishment,  Apr.  14, 206. 

Telegraphists,  Revision  of  duties, 
proposed,  Apr.  IS,  82. 

Money  Orders — Delay  in  Forwarding 
Advices,  Apr.  19,  536>537. 

Moy  Post  Office,  Reasons  for  char,ging 
Extra  Fees  in,  Apr.  I4,  206. 

Postmen's  Duties,  Apr.  28, 1454. 

Rathiangan  —  ReviBion  (tf  postal 
arrangements,  proposed,  Apr.  22, 
955. 

Rosorea,  New  Premises  at,  Apr.  20, 
690. 

Sub*  Postmasters,  Complaints  as  to 
Inadequacy  of  Remuneration  to, 
Apr.  26,  1196. 

London. 

Letter  delivery  in  City — Earlier  morn- 
ing delivery  proposed,  Apr,  IS, 
298. 

Porters*  Grievances—Reply  to  Depu- 
tation, Apr.  18,  359. 

London  and  Paris,  Service  between,  Apr. 
28,\43&. 

Messengers,  Adult  Night. 

Leave,  Annual,  in  Provincial  Offices, 
Apr.  20,  675. 

Scotland — Number,  Hoars,  Dntie^, 
etc.,  Apr.  21,  839. 

Money  found  on  Post  Office  Counten — 
Allocation  of  Unclaimed  Money,  Apr. 
22,955. 

Roman  Catholics,  Publications  Reflecting 
on,  Displ        '*"  n-^^^tti--     i-a 

Apr.  27, 

Savings  Banks,  Stock  transfer  of,  to  Bank 
of  Ireland,  propos^  Apr.  27,  1290. 

Scotland. 

Dundee. 

Mails,  Earlier  delivery,  proposed, 
Apr.  14, 201. 

Postmen's  Grievances — R^»ly  to 
Petition,  Apr,  18,  379. 

Night  Messengers,  Adult — Number, 
Hours,  Duties,  etc,  Apr,  21,  830. 


on,  Display  of  in  Post  Office  windows, 
7, 1297. 
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Stanley,  Rt  Hon.  LorA— com. 

Sorten^Hours  of  duty  at  East  Central 
Office,  Apr.  97,  1-297. 

Telegraph  Service, 

Highhary  Clerk^  Houib  of  Duty, 
Apr.  t6,  ins. 

IrtilaDd. 

Dublin. 

Dismissal  of  Messengers,  Apr. 

Jf5, 1069-1060. 
Overcrowding   of   Telegraph 

School,  Apr.  S8,  1453. 

Limerick. 

Learners,   Placing,  on  estab- 
lishment, Apr.  14,  205. 

Revbion  of  duties,  propose*^, 
Apr,  IS,  82. 

Royal  Visit,  Supplementing  staff 
from  England  on  account  of, 
Apr.  go,  690-691. 

Leeds  Office,  Learners  in,  Providing 
Appointments  for,  Apr.  £5,  1031. 

Promotions  of  Female  Operators  in 
the  Central  Office,  Apr.  19,  531. 

Teleph  ne  Service. 

Dublin  and  Galway^  Establishing  Com- 
munication between,  Apr.  ^, 
1302. 

Killarney,  establishing  communica- 
tion with,  Apr.  So,  lOCO. 

Wirelees  Tolegraphjr — Post  Office  arrange- 
ments for  receipt  and  forwarding  of 
Marconi  telegrams,  Apr.  I4,  201. 

Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill, 
2R.,  Apr.  ei,  827. 

Steel  Indofftry 

gee  Iron  and  Steel  Industry. 

Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir   J.    H.    [Glasgow, 

College] 

Income  Tax  Collection  in  the  United 
Kingdom  —  Granting  Return  for 
January,  February  and  March,  Apr. 
/^,  355. 

Submarines 

see  under  Navy. 

Suez  Canal 

Convention  —  Suspension   of   paragraphs 
prescribing  annual  meeting  of  agents. 
Qs.    Mr.    G.    Bowles;    As.     £arl 
Percy,  Apr.  I4,  IW,  197. 

Sugar 

Brussels  Convention,  Adherence  of  Crown 
Colonies  to. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Eari  Percy, 
Apr.  18,  375-376. 

Duty  on.  Revenue  derived  from.  Decrease 
in. 

0.  Mr.   A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19, 
647. 
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Apr.  12— Apr.  28. 

Sunday  Closing  [Shops]  Bill 

/.  2R.,  Apr.  28,  1409. 

Debate  on  Second  Heading  [L    ds]  Apr. 
28,  1409. 
Acts  to  be  repealed  by  the  Bill,  1413, 


1419. 

Fines  proposed  to  be  inflicted,  1411, 
1413, 1420. 

Growing   practice   of  opening  shops 
and  stalls  on  Sunday,  1409. 

Local  Authorities,  Powers  granted  to, 
1411,  1414,  1416,1418,1419. 

Lord's  Day  Observance  Society.  Evi- 
dence of,  1410, 1415. 

Prohibition  of  Sunday  trading,  1411. 
Exceptions  to,  1411,  1414,  1416. 
1419. 

Prosecutions. 

Number   of— Statistics  for   1902, 
1415,  1417,  1420. 

Proposals  as  to,  1414. 

PubUo  opinion  as  to,  1415,  1416,  1417. 

Trade    Associations'  protests  against 
Sunday  opening,  1409,  1410. 

Withdrawal  of    Bill,  proposed,   1417, 
1418,  1421. 

BiM  withdrawn,  Apr.  28,  1421. 

Sunday   Closing   (Wales)    Act     (1881) 
Amendment   Bill 

c.  2r.,  Apr.  16,  347. 

Saperannnation 

Civil  Service,  see  that  title. 

Supply 

{See  also  Armv  Estunates,  Navy  Estimates 
and  Civil  Service  Estimates.) 

Committee    to   examine   and    report   on 
Estimates  prior  to  discussion  in  Com- 
mittee  of   Supply,    Appointment  of, 
proposed. 
0.    Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Apr.  21,  887. 

Discussion  of  Votes,  Inadequate  opportun- 
ities for,  alleged. 
Os.     Mr.  H.   Hobhouse,  Apr.  21. 
920 ;  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  929, 
930. 

Snpply  of  Electricity  Bill 

/.  1R.»  Apr.  28,  1408. 

Snrrey  Commercial  Dock  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  27,  1285. 

Sntton  Oas  Bill 

/.  2b.*  Apr.  25,  1015. 
Swanwick 

Colliery  Accident— Stops  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  Nej^ligenoe. 
Q.    M'-.  Jaroby  ;  A.    Mr.  Cochrane, 
Apr.  26,  1182-1183. 

Sweating 

see  under  Aliens  Bill. 
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Sweeney,  Daniel 

Pension  for. 
Q.    Mr.  C.  Devlin  ;    A.    Mr.  V.  Caven- 
d\Hh,Apr,  27,  1306  1307. 

Switzerland 

Accident  and   Sickness  fnsurance  Laws, 
Granting  Ue(.urn  relative  to. 

Q.     Mr.    Tcnnant;     A.      Mr.    A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  SO,  672. 

Talbot  Et  Hon.  J.  0.  [Oxford  Univeraityl 
Licensing  Bill,  Intro.  Ayr.  SO,  710,  719. 

Taxation 

Customs  and  Excise,  see  that  title. 

^^  T?*'  Proposed  Reduction  in  Scotland. 
V.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain. 
Apr.  S8,  1432. 

Incidence  of —Aopointnient  of  Royal  Com- 
mission  of  Inquiry  into,  propo:«ed. 
'•  ¥"*•  H*"<i««»e,  Apr.  19,  582 ;  Sir 
E.   Vincent.  606,  607 ;    Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  638.  • 

^'^J^i'^*  Coal  Tax  not  a  fair  instan  e  of. 
Os.    Mr.   Ritchie,  Mr.  S.  Buxton.  Apr. 
fl,    868;      Mr.    McCrae,    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  893. 
Local  Taxation,  see  that  title. 
Policy  of  the  Government. 
Os.   Mr.   E.   Robertson,  Apr.  26,  1216  : 
Mr.  McCrae,  1219,  1220. 
Remission  of. 

Proportion  as  between  the  Direct  and 

Indirect  Taxpayer 

Os.    Mr.   S.    Buxton.  Apr. 

^1,  860;   Mr.   Ritchie, 

868.  869;    Mr.  Broad- 

hurst,    877;      Mr.    A. 

Chamberlain,  892,  893. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the 

Budget,   Apr.   SI,   904.  912  ; 

^<?  Apr.,  1224,  1273  ;  Apr.  S7\ 

1326,  1327,  1336,  1344.  ^       ' 

Sources  of  Supply. 

0.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  SI,  894. 
AVar   Taxes,    Necessity    f .  r    Continuing, 
Keferouces    to,    in    Debate    on     the 
r^.,^*^;^-^?^-  ^^»    ^216,   1219,   1220, 
1221.    1225,    1229,    1230,    1231,    1232 

im  ^'  ^^^''  ^^^'  ^^^'  ^^'  *^^' 

Yield  to  Taxes  in  1893-4,  1899-9,  1903-4. 
Qs.  Mr.  Touliuif,;  As.  Mr.  A.  Cham^K.r. 

1290         '  ^^'  ^^^ '    ^^■'  ^'  *^®' 

Taylor,  Mr.  A.  [Liverpool,  E.  Toxteth] 

Ciown    Agents    for    the    Colonies-^Com- 
1295'''"'**  ^^^*'  '^^**  ^'^^  ^'^ '  ^^  ^' 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Glole  Inj»ur- 
ance  Company  BUI,  2r.  Apr.  26,  1259. 
Ritualistic  Prac!  icrs  in  <  he  Church. 
Adjournment  of  the  Hous«  10  Discuss.    I 
prop.  sed.  ^7?,..  /5,  695.  ' 

104 


INDEX. 

Apr.  \2~Apr.  28. 

Taylor,  Mr.  A.— cont 


[Vol.  133. 


Ritualistic  Practices. 

Royal   Commission    on-  — ^.^ 

and  Terms  of  Reference,  Apr.  14, 
212  ;  Apr.  14,  757  ;  Apr.  tO,  Ol, 
692. 

T&ylor,  Mr.  T.  C.  [Lancashit«,  Radclifie] 

Armv— Rifles— Relative  Cost  of  Maoa- 
facture  by  the  Governmeut  &iid  the 
Trade,  Apr.  I4,  2Sa. 

House  of  Commons. 

Ladies*  Grallery,  Provision  of  annuneia- 
tors  in,  Apr.  S8, 1484. 

Ventilation  and  Sanitation  of.  Apr. 
S8,  1484. 


Income  -  Tax— Graduation 
Apr.  26,  1254. 


of,   propoaad. 


Taxation— Proportion  as   between  direofc 
and  indirect,  Apr.  S7,  1344. 

Tea,  Additional  duty  of  2d.  per  pound  on— 
Budget  proposal,  Apr.  19,  646;  Apr 
;?7,  1343-1345. 


Tea 


Dnty  on. 

Ad  valorem  duty  proposed. 
Os.  Sir  B.  Gurdon,  Apr.  SI,  872; 
Mr.     Broadhurst,     880;       Mr' 
McKenna,  Apr.  S7,  1353. 

Additional  2il.  oer  pound  on — Bud- 

S>t  proposal— References  to,  in 
ehate  on  the  Budget,  Apr,  29 
566.  568,  577.  579,  587,  588,  58^ 
696,  699,  600,  612,  615,  618.  tBi. 
631,  632,  636,  641,  642,  646. 

Decline  in  consumption  due  to,  alleged 
—References  to,  in  Ltebate  on  the 
Budget,  Apr.  SI,  891,  892;  ^pr.  ftf, 
li65,  1266,  1279;  Apr.  S7,  1338. 
loo7. 

India  and  Cey lon,£ffect  on  tea  industry 
in— References  t«>,  in  debate  on 
the  Budget,  Apr.  19, 612, 616, 617, 
636,  6.37.  641.  642, 643-646  ;  Apr. 
^6,  1265,  1266,  1273;  A^.  t7, 
1312,  1318,  1337,  1338,  134^^1345, 
1346. 

Ireland 

Hardships  inflicted  on  the  poor  by 
tix— References  to.  in  Debate 
on  the  Budget,  Apr.  19,  599- 
602,  632  ;^pr.  J?/.  926  ;^4^ 
96,   1268.    1269.    1270,    1271. 
1276.    1282;    Apr.    S7,    1316, 
1317,1328.1329,1339.1340/ 
Total  amount  paid  in.  up  to  31st 
March,   1904— Treasury  esti- 
mate. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell.  Mr. 
Lottgb;     A.    Mr.    A. 
J^jIwnibeJain,  Apr.  S6, 
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[Tea-Tib 


Tea— coni 

Duty  on— eoftf. 

Roferences  to,m  Debate  on  the  Bndget, 
Apr.  ei,  859,  860,  872,  880,  891, 
908,  913,  919,  925  ;  Avr.  »6,  1264, 
1265,  1267.  1272,  1273,  1274,  1275, 
1277,  1280,  1281, 1282,  1283 ;  Afr. 
27,  1313.  1314,  1315,  1316,  1318, 
1319,  1321,  1322,  1323-25,  1326, 
1330,  1331,  1332,  1333,  1335,  1337, 
1341,  1343,  1444,  1348,  1349,  1350, 
1351,  1352, 1353, 1355,  1356. 

Scotland— Hardships  inflicted  on  the 
poorer  classes  by  tax— References 
to,  in'  Debate  on  the  Budget,  Apr. 
£6,  1273,  1283;  Apr.  fS7,  1310. 
1321,  1322, 1354. 

Imports,  Quantity  and  Talue  of,  1902-3, 
eta 

Q.  Sir   £.    Sassoon;    A.    Mr.   A. 
ChamlierlaiD,  Apr.  21,  836. 

Teaehers 

9U     Education    and     National     School 
Teachers. 

Telegraph  Service 

Employees— Highbury  Clerks,  Hours   of 
Duty. 

Q.   Mr.  Lough ;  A.   Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  ge,  1178. 

India,  Reducing  rates  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Apr.  18, 
375. 

Ireland. 

Dublin. 

Dismissal  of  Messengers. 

Q.    Mr.    Nannetti;     A.    Lord 
SUnley,  Apr.  £5,  1059-60. 
School,  OFerorowding  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Nannetti;    A.    Lord 
Stanley,  Apr.  28, 1453. 

Royal    Visit,     Supplementing    Irish 

Staff  from  Enslaud  on  Account  of. 

Q.   Mr.    Nannetti;     A.    Lord 

Stanley,  Apr.  20, 690-691. 

Leeds  Office,  Learners  in,  Providing  Ap- 
pointments for. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Walton ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  25,  1030-1031. 

Wirelees  Telegraphy— Receipt   and  For- 
warding   of    Marconi    Telegrams  — 
ArransementR  with  Post  Office. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Lord  SUnley, 
pr.  IJ^  201. 

Promotion  of   Female  Operators   in  the 
Central  Office. 
Q.  Mr.  Nannetti ;  A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  19,  530-531. 

Dublin  and  Galwav,  Connection  between. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Devlin;   A.  Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  27,  1302. 

House    of     Commons  —  Inadequacy    of 
Accommodstion  provided. 
Oi.  Maj.  £.  Gordon,  Apr.  28,  1461 ; 
Mr.  W.  Redmond,  1463 ;  Lord 
Baloarree,  1479. 
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Telegraph  8ervi6e-<»«i. 

Ireland— Extension  to  Killamev. 
Q.  Mr.    Murphy;    A.    Lord   Stanley, 
Apr.  25, 1600. 

Tennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Berwickshire]  . 

Accident  and  Sickness  Insurance,  Con- 
tinental Laws,  Granting  Return  Rela- 
tive to,  Apr.  20,  672. 

Children,  Employment  of— By-Laws  under 
the  Act,  Councils  Submitting,  Apr.  20, 
672. 

Texas 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr.  26, 1168. 

Thames  Conservancy 

Proceedings  of  Conservators  —  Geneial 
Report  Presented,  Apr.  28, 1408, 1424. 

Thames  Biyer  Steamboat  Service  Bill 

c  Rep.»  Apr.  28,  1422. 

Thames  Steamboat  Trust  Bill 

c.  Rep.»  Apr.  i8,  1422. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Death  Duty  paid  on  Licensed  Houses — 
Recovery  of  Duty  in  Cases  of  Refusal 
to  Renew  Licence,  Apr.  28,  1444. 

Thompson,  Dr.  E.  C.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Workhouses,  Commission  on — Publbhing 
Evidence,  etc.,  Apr.  28, 1435. 

Thorbom,  Sir  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk] 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Act,  A^nce  of  M.P.*sfrom  Commis- 
sion of  Inquiry  on,  April  i^,  381. 

Thnrles  Urban  District  Council  Water 
BiU 

c.  K^p*  ApiHU,  182. 

Cmu*  AprU  20,  669.  ' 

Zr.*  April  25,  1021. 
/.  IR.*  AprU  26,  UQ6. 

Tibet  Expedition 

Government  Policy. 
Q.    Mr.   Lambert;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
AprU  18,  374-375. 

Military  Operations. 

Casualties  sustained,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
AprU  25,  1046. 

Number  of  Tibetans  killed. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Lawson  ;  A.  Earl  Percy, 
AprU  14,  197. 

Motion  for  discussion  of,  Terms  of. 

Qs.    Sir  H.  C.   EEanne^man,  Mr.  J. 
Redmond,  Sir  W.  Lawson  ;   As. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
April  12,  25. 
Q.    Mr.   E.    Roberts'^n  :     A.    Mr. 
Brodrick,  ^p/*i/i^.  72. 
Debates  on    Motions  [Mr.    Brodrick] 
AprU  IS,  85,  [Karl  ot  Hardwioke] 
AprU  19,  488. 

[eofU. 
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Tibet  Expedition— c<wi*. 

Motion  for  discussion— coni 

Debates  on  Motions-  coni. 

Boundary  between  Sikkim  and 
Tibet— Removal  of  pillars, eto. 
89,  91, 100,  106,  in,  126. 

British  and  Russian  spheres  o^ 
interest  in  Asia,  Settlement  of* 
proi>08ed,  118,  124,  125,  128» 
129. 
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Bi  itish  Resident  at  Lhassa,  Estab- 
lishment of,  496,  497. 

British  Subjects  detained  in  prisoui 

101,  102. 
Character  of  the  expedition,  86» 

87,    114,   117,   127.   128,  491, 
492,  498. 

Chinese  Grovemment. 

Attitude  of,  91,93. 

Suzerainty  over  Tibet,  Views 
taken  of,  101. 

Chumbi  valley  closed  to  inhabi- 
tants of  Sikkim,  90,  91. 

Convention  of  1890,  Violation  of, 
89,  90,91,  196,  111,494,495. 

Curzon,  Lord,  Administration  of — 
Policy  with  regard  to  Tilnjt — 
Forward  Policy,  etc.,  95,  96, 

102,  103,    119,   120,  121,  123, 
132,  495,  499. 

Deputation  from  the  Dalai  Lama 
to  St.  Peteisburg,  92,  112, 
113,  115,  119. 

Exclusive  Policy  of  Tibet  a  recent 
growth,  106. 

Expenses,  Defraying,  out  of   the 

Revenues   of    India,  85,   104, 

117,  489,  493,  498. 
Free  Trade  Agreement,  Violation 

of,  89,90,  100,  106,111. 
Grazing  LandB,  Dis]mte  as  to,  89, 

100,  111,  126. 

India      Office,      Communications 

from,  to  Indian  Government 

in  India,  Information  as  to, 

122. 

Military    Operations,    Necessity 

for,  alleged,  87,  97,  110, 

490,  492. 

Authorisation  for  Despatch  of 
Armed  Force,  86, 1 14, 117, 
500. 

Obji'cts  of  the  Expedition,  and 
Policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  94,  95,  98,  99, 
102,  103,  104,  106,  109,  110, 
120,  123,  124,  125,  128.  129, 
131,  132,  492,  493,  494,  496, 
500. 

Papers  relating  to,  Tabling,  490. 

Political  status  quo,  Im(  ossibility 
of  c^msentiug  to  any  Change 
in,  92,  116,  130, 131. 

Progress  of,  87,  88,  98,  99. 
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Tibet  Expedition— «oit<. 

Motion  for  discussion— cim#. 

Debates  on  Motion^ — eonl. 

Reasons  for  Despatch  of  ths  Ex- 
pedition, 88.  95.  100.  102, 106, 
107,  111,  115.  126,  127. 

Russian  Interests  in  Tib«t— 
Assurauoes  on  the  part  of  the 
Russian  Govemmeut,  etc,  98, 
102,  108,  115,  116,  118,  124, 
131,  497,  501. 

Settlement  of  Questions  arising 
between  the  two  Guvem- 
ments,  Difllioulty  of  oarrying 
on  Negotiations  for,  88,  9^ 
97^  127. 

Surveys  and  drawing  op  of  Maf* 
by   Members   Si    the    £xpe- 


dition,  Prohibition    of,    pro- 
posed, 497. 
Withdrawal  of  Expedition,   pro- 
posed, 104, 105,  107. 

Tiemey,  Dr.,  Case  of 

Adjudicating  on  Cases  at  Clones  Petty 
Sessions  when  he  was  Medi^'al  Adviser 
to  the  parties— Official  Action  by  IjxA 
Ciiancellor  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith  Bo^cawen  %  A.lAx. 
Wyndhain,  Apr.  IS,  78. 

Tilak,  Mr. 

Prosecution  of,  for  forgerjr  and  perjurr— 
Expenditure,  AuUiority  responsible 
for  prosecution,  *c. 

Qs,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Schwann;  A. 
Mr.  Brodrick,  Apr.  14,  187  ;  Q. 
Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Apr.  g6, 1194. 

Tipperary 

Ui  ban  Council  Surcharges,  Auditor^s  Costa 
Q.   Mr.   Cullinan ;  A.    Mr.    Wyndbam, 
Apr.  18,  388. 

Tithe  Bents,  Ireland 

Redemption  of. 

Number  of  Years  Purchase  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Delany  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndliam, 
Apr.  fS5,  103T-1038. 

Prices  in  1901, 1902  and  1903. 
Q.     Mr.    W.     McKillop;   A.     Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  19,  535. 

Tobacco 

Cigarettes,  Consumption  of,  in  1903-4. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  Cbambcr- 
lain,  Apr.  fj$,  956. 

Contraband — Distribution  of  Balance. 
Q.  Mr.  Whitmore ;  A.   Mr.  V.   Caven- 
dish, Apr.  19,  519-520. 

Duties  on. 

Anomalies  of. 
0.   Mr.   A.   Chambeiiain,  Apr.  19, 
562. 

Cigars  and  Cigarettes,  Foreign,  In- 
creased duty  on — Budget  pro- 
posal, Apr.  19,  564,  655. 
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Tobacco— con'. 

Ducies  on — cont, 

CIg'irs  and  Cigarettes,  etc. — conL 

References  to,  in  debate  on  the 
Badget,  Apr,  19,  661,  662; 
Apr.  21,  871,  879,  884,  902 ; 
Afr,  ge,  1215. 

Drawl>ack,  Rates  of,  Proposed  changes 

in. 

Otf.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr, 

19,    565;  Mr.    6.    Bowles, 

Apr,    26,     1215;   Mr.     A. 

Chamberlain,  1223. 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A,  Mr.  A. 

Chamberlain,  Apr.  28,  1432. 

Stripped  Tobacco— Badget  proposal, 
inferences  to,  in  Debate  on  the 
Budget,  Apr,  19,  563-4,  587,  596, 
655,  656,  661  ;  Apr.  21,  879. 

Values,  Taxation  on,  instead  of  on 
weight,  proposed. 
Os.    Mr.    Broadhurst,    Mr.    A. 
CbamberUin,  Apr,  26, 1229. 

Moisture  limit,  Raising,  to  32  per  cent 
0.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr,  19,  565. 

TomkillBOlI,  Mr.  J.  [Cheshire,  Ciewe] 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  Apr,  26,  lz75. 

Tomlinson,  Sir  W.  E.  H.  [Preston] 

Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  Apr,   i7* 

1404. 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2  R.,  Apr,  15, 

324,  326. 

Torpedoes 

See  under  Navj, 

Torquay  Tramways  Bill 

/.  2r.»  Apr,  21,  798. 

Tonlmin,  Mr.  0.  [Bury,  Lancashire] 

Taxation  —  Yield  of  taxes  in  1893-4, 
1898-9,  1903-4,  Apr,  22,  957  ;  Apr, 
f7, 1289. 

Trade,  Board  of 

Pre9idenl-'UT,  Gerald  W.  Balfour. 
Parliamentary  Secretary— ^v,  A.  Bonar 

Law. 
Dnbliu  Branch  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour,  Apr, 
26,  1178-1179. 

Trade  and  Commerce 

Advisory  Committee  on  Commercial  In- 
telligence— Report  of  proceedings  Pre- 
sented, Apr,  22,  943. 

Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions 

—Annual  Statement  Presented,  A  pr. 

22,  943,  953. 
Germany — Exports  to  United    Kingdom 

and  Imports  from.  Value  of— Return 

Presented,  Apr.  18,  352. 

Madagascar  and  Tunis — Exports  and  Im- 
ports in  1903. 

Q,  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse  ;  A,  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Apr.  U,  200. 
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Trade  and  Commerce— con^. 


I*rosperity  of  the  country,  Decline  in. 
Os.  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  19.  644, 
545;      Mr.      Ritchie,     574;      Mr. 
Haldane,   578;     Mr.    Ashton,    608, 
615  ;  Sir  W.  Holland,  630,  6,11. 

Trade  Beports 

Annual  Series  Presented,  Apr.  1$,  4 ; 
Apr,  19,  480,  481  ;  Ap*-.  20,  670 ; 
Apr,  21,  810,  835;  Apr.  22,  943; 
Apr.  25,  1024;  Apr.  26,  1168;  Apr. 
27,  1287  ;  Apr,  28,  1407. 

Miscellaneous  Series  Presente<l,  Apr.  12, 
4  ;  Apr.  19,  480. 

Trade  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bill 

c.  2R.  Apr.  22.  958. 

Debate  on  Second  Heading  [Commons],  Apr. 
22,  958. 
Act  of  1875,  Objects  of,  967,  980,  981, 

984,  999,  1000. 
Conspiracy,  Difficulty  of  Defining,  960, 

977,  979,  980,  986,  993,  997,  1002, 
1006. 

Expenditure  of  Trades  Unions,  Items 

of,  960,  962,  963,  976. 
Funds. 

Benefit  Funds,  separating  from 
other  Funds,  proposed,  987, 
995,  1004,  1005. 
Liability  of,  for  acts  of  Agents, 
etc.,  960,  965,  970,  971,  972, 
973,  976,  981,  982,  983,  987, 
988,  995,  997,  1000,  1003. 
Intimidation,  allegations  as  to,   965, 

966. 
Law    as    to    Unions,    necessity    for 
defining,  958,  959,  962,  991,  993, 
998,  1000, 1001,  1005. 

Lyons  v,  Wilkins,  case  of,  968. 

Objections  to  the  Bill,  965,  968,  969, 

973,  984,  990. 
Picketing,  state  of  the  law  as  to,  959, 

968,  969,  978,  979,  985,  992,  994, 

997.  1001,  1007. 
Powers  placed  in  the  bauds  of  Trade 

Unions  by  the  Bill,  965,  969, 971, 

978,  985,  986,  987,  989,  996, 1000. 

Quinn  v,  Leathani,  case  of,  960,  970 

973. 
Hoyal  Commission. 

Constitution  of,  975,  979,  1008. 

Report    of,    awaiting,    prior    to 
legislating,  958,  959,  962,  974, 
975,  979,  984,  989,  997,  998. 
Status  of  Unions,  959,  981,  982. 
Strikes,   the    main   object    of   Trade 
Unions,  alleged,  961,  962,  963. 

Training  Colleges 

$ee  under  Education. 

Transvaal 

Chinese  in — Number  under  unrestricted 
Conditions — Status  of. 

Q.  Major  Seely  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton, 
Apr,  18,  373. 

[cant.  T 
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Chinese  Labour,  Impoitation  of. 

Australian  Resolution,  opposing,  Tab- 
ling, etc 
Q.      Major    Seely  ;     ^.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  S5,  1043. 

Boer  opposition  to  Ordinance,  With- 
drawal of  alleged. 
Qs.  Mr.   S.   Ormsby  Gore,  Sir 
H.   Campbell  -  Bannerman, 
Dr.  Macnamara ;    As.  Mr. 
Lyttelton,  ^pr.  14, 194, 196. 

Chinese    Government,     Negotiations 
¥rith — Date  of  Tabling  Papers. 
Q.   Mr.    H.  Samael;   A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr,  19,  626. 

Health    of   Labourers,    Repatriation 
after  Breakdown  of. 
Q.    Mr.   S.   Buxton;    A.    Mr. 
Ljttelton,  ^pr.  19,  627. 

Negotiations,  conclusion  of,   date  of 
exportation  of  Labourers,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Apr.  27,  1294. 

Ordinance  and  Regulations,  Date  of 
Tablinjr. 
Q.    Sir    H.    Fowler;   A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,  iipr.  18,Z14. 

Q.  Mr.  Moon ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Apr.  20,  677-678. 

Plague  at  Hong-Eon^  and  Johannes- 
burg,    Suspending      Operations 
during  Prevalence  of. 
Q.    Mr.     J.     KUis;     A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  18,  374. 

Religious  observances,  facilities  for. 
es.    Mr.    S.   MacNeill,    Mr.    Mac- 
Veagh  ;    A.      Mr.     Lyttelton, 
Apr.  IS,  79.  80. 

Shipping  Accommodation  provided>- 
Porta  of  Embarkation  etc. 
0.    Mr.   H.  Samuel;   A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton  ;   A.     Apr.    28, 
1441-1442. 

Wajes,  Rat-e  of. 

Q.    Mr.     Whitley  ;    ^.     Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  12,  20. 

Q.  Mr.   H.   Samael;   A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  28,  1441. 

Kaffir    Wages,  lowering  of,    by 
Competition, 
Q.   Mr.  Whitley;  A.   Mr. 
Lyttelton,     Apr.     18, 
367-368. 

Coolie  labour,  Indentured,    in  —  Return 
presented,  Apr.  1^,  5. 

Departmental        Supplies,        purchasing 
through  Crown  Agents,  etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  H.  Samuel,  Sir  H.  Fowler  ; 
A.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Apr.  26, 
1044-1045. 

High    Commissioner,    Regulations   aa  to 
Assent  of,  to  Ordinances. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Apr.  18,  373. 


Transyaal--eot»^. 


Johannesburg. 

Plague— use    of    Serum — prohibitM 
■ufl^ested. 
Q.  Sir  J.  RollesUm ;    A.   Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  I4,  191. 
Street  Regulations  against  Coloorsd 
Persons  in. 
q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr.   Lyttel- 
ton, Afr.  18,  906-967. 

Labour  i^uestion. 

Chinese  Labour,  see  that  subheading, 

Native  Labour,  statistics  as  to  Uneoi- 
ployed. 
Q.    Mr.   S.   Buxton;    A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  19,  527. 

White  and  Coloured  Labonrera  em- 
ployed   in  the   Gold    Mines    in 
March  1898,  1899,  1902,  and  1903. 
Q.    Major     Seely  ;    A.      Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  tS,  KMa 

Land  Settlement   Scheme,  Progreaa  of— 
Return. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;   A.  Mr.  LyUelton, 
Apr.  12, 20. 

Loan,  Delay  in  issue  of,  reasons  for. 
Os.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Amr.  21,  867  ;  Sir  B. 
Gurdon,  873  ;  Mr.  A.  CbamberlaiB, 
927. 

Loans,  Repayment  of— Application  of 
money  towards  Bud)^  deficit. 
References  to  in  debate  on  Budget 
Resolutions,  Apr.  19,  551,  554, 
586,  609,  634 ;  Apr.  21,  881,  898^ 
911,  922. 

Q.  Mr.  McCitie  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chambsr- 
lain,  Apr.  21,  836-838. 

Magistrates— Names,  Ages,  etc,  dat«  ol 
granting  Return. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttelton. 
Apr.  12,  20. 

Mines. 

Gold  Output  and  White  and  Colotirad 
Labourers   employed    in  March, 
189H,  1899.  1902, 1903,  and  1904. 
Q.  Major  Seely  ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton, Apr.  25,  1040. 

Q.    Mr.    Buchanan;    A.    Mr. 
Lyttelton,  Apr.  25,  104a 
Labour     Question^  iShcs  subhtaUm^ 
Chinese     Labour     and    Labour 
Question. 

Mortality  in. 

Return,  Date  of  issuing. 

Qs.  Mr.  Trevelyan,  Mr.  J. 
Ellis;   A.    Mr.  LyttelUm, 

Apr.  12, 19. 

Tabling  Papers. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  Sir  J.  Gonit; 
A.  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Apr.  28, 
1442. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure,  Statistics  con- 
cerning. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttd* 
urn,  Apr.  25,  KM. 
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Trawling 

Bnglish  Trawlers  under  Norwegian  Flag— 
Stopping  Practice. 
Q.  Capt.  ElHce;  A.  Mr.  S.  Dick- 
son,  Afr,  fS7,  1302. 

Immature  Fish,  effect  of  the  Trawling  In- 
dustry   on —  Limitation   of   size   of 
vesselB,  etc 
0.  Lord  Tweedmouth,  Apr,  19,  502, 
506,  610  ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  507. 

Moray,  Firth,  and  Clyde — Landing  Regu- 
lations for  Foreign  Vessels— Legisla- 
tion to  remove  anomalies,  proposed. 
Ob,  Marquess  of  Huntly,  Apr,  19, 
512 ;  Earl  of  Onslow,  514. 

Treaflury  ^ 

Fir^  Lord— Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 

Tredennick  Estate,  Donegal 

Delay   in   Applotting  — -  Measures  to   he 
taken. 
0.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  .1.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Apr,  27,  1305. 
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Mr.  C.  p.  [Yorkshire,    W.R., 


Aliens  Bill,  2R,  Apr.  25,  1076. 

Income  Tax,    Graduation   of»    proposed, 
Apr,  26,  1246-48, 

Referring   Question   to    Committee, 
Apr.  25,  1048. 

Land  Values  Assessment  and  Ratins  Bill— 
Adjourned  Motion,  Facilities  for  dis- 
cussion of,  Apr,  96,  1061. 

Tibet  Expedition,  Reasons  for  undertaking, 
authorisation  of  Parliament,  etc, 
Apr.  IS,  114. 

Transvaal  Mines,  Mortality  in — Date  of 
issuing  Return,  Apr.  12,  19. 

Valuation  Bill— Date  of  Introduction, 
Apr.  18,  395. 

Indian  Coolie  Immi^tion  Ordinances. 
Date  of  publishing. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Fowler ;  A.  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  Apr.  IS,  374. 

Trinidad 

CooUe  Labour  imported  into. 

Ordinance  presented,  Apr,  19,  479. 

Disturbances  at  Port  of  Spain. 

Papers  relating  to,  presented,  Apr,  12, 
4  ;  Apr.  19,  480. 

Report,  date  of  issue. 
Q,  Mr.  Weir;   A,  Mr.   Lyttelton, 
Apr.  14, 190. 

Indentured  Immigrants  sentenced  to  hard 
labour— Copy  of  amended  Prison  Rule 
pre;sented,  Apr.  12,  5 ;  Apr.  19,  483. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin 

Grant  under  Land  Act,  high  prices  de- 
manded for  land,  etc. 
0,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Apr,  IS,  162. 
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"Odin,"  RMS.,  VUit  of,  Tabling  Report 
of. 

Q.  Mr.  Loder ;    A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr.  28, 1427. 

Tabercolosis  [Animals]  Compensation  Bill 

c.  2R.,  Apr,  16,  327. 

DebcUe   on   Seond    Readina    [Commons] 
Apr.  16,  327. 

Agriculturists'  interest  in  the  measure. 
327,  331. 

Butchers,  Attitude  of,  towards  the 
proposals,  327,  328,  329,  331. 

Communicability  of  Disease,  Opinions 
as  to,  334. 

Difficulty  of  detecting  Disease  in  the 
living  Animal,  329,  334,  33M,  341, 
343. 

Elimination  of  Disease  of  greater 
importance  than  destraction  of 
affected  Animals,  336,  339,  340. 
342,344,846.  ' 

Inequalities  of  present  system,  327, 
331,  335,  338. 

Inspectors,  Qualifications  of — Incom- 
petent men  appointed  under 
present  system,  338,  344. 

Live  cattle  trade.  Effect  of  the  Bill 
upon,  331,  335. 

Local  Authorities,  Freedom  of,  to 
Condemn  Carcases,  328,  330.  , 

Maximum  and  Minimum  Compensa- 
tion, fixing  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  proposed,  328,  331. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  live 
Animal,  necessity  for  legislation 
as  to,  328. 

Payment  of  Compensation  out  of  the 
rates,  proposed,  328,  330,  332,  333, 
337. 

Royal  Commission  of  Inquiry,  Recom- 
mendations of,  330,  337,  341,  342. 
343.  ' 

Take,    Sir    J.    B.    [Edinburgh      and      St. 
Andrew's  UniversitiesJ 

War  Office  Reconstitution  Committee 
Report — Health  of  the  Army — Dis- 
cussion of  portion  of  Report,  Apr.  IS, 
83. 

TulllaUan 

Technical  Education  Grant  for. 
Q.    Mr.   E.  Wason  ;     A.    Mr.   A.  G 
Murray,  Apr.  20,  685. 

Tunis 

Exports  and  Imports,  value  of— Statistics 
for  1896,  1903,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse  ;     A.  Mr.  G. 
Balfour,  Apr,  I4,  200. 

Trade  Report  presented,  Apr.  22,  943 

Turkey 

Trade  Report  presented,;-4pr.  22,943. 
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Tweedmouth,  Lord 

Battleship  Speed  TrUls  on  measured  mile 
lit  Polperro-^Dama<;e  to  Fishing 
Industry  and  Question  of  Compensa- 
tion,  Apr  £6,  1170. 

Hutche8on*s  Hospital  and  Hutches  m*8 
Educitional  Trust  Bdl,  2R.,  Apr.  SI, 
798.  809,  810. 

New  Zealand  Trade— Preferential  Tariff 
for  British  Goods,  etc,  Ap^,  fl,  831. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  Com.,  Apr.  19,  602,  609, 
512,515. 

Twelve  o*Clock  Bole,  Suspension  of 

Wajb  and  Means,  Procaedings  of  Com- 
mittee. 

Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour]  Apr  19,  540  ; 

Apr  ei,  856. 
Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannermao  ;   Mr. 

A.  J     Balfour,     Sir  W.  H*rooart, 

Apr.  20,  694. 

Tynemouth  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2R.  *Apr.  IB,  516. 

Tynemouth  Oas  Bill* 

c.  2r*  Apr.  IS,  2. 
Rep.*  Apr.  22,  950. 

Tyne3iie  Tramways  and  Tramroads  Bill 

c.  2r*  Apr.  22^  950. 

Uganda 

llaiWay— Country  Produce  Traffic -Re- 
port Presented,  Apr,  19,  480. 

Ullapool  Hayal  Base 

Construction  of— Pro^rens  of  Work. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Lee,  Apr.  18, 
368. 

United  Irish  League 

Corofin,  Meeting  at,   Reason  for    Police 
Attendance  at. 
Q.     Mr.    W.    Redmond  ;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  19,  534. 

United  States  of  America 
Cotton,  see  that  title, 

Irish  Mackerel,  Increase  of  Duty  on — 
Addressing  Representation  to  U.S.A. 
Government. 

Q.    Mr.    W.   Redmond;     A.    Earl 
Percy,  Apr.  18,  377. 

Navy— Total  Warship  Tonnage  1895  and 
1904. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  ^.   Mr.  Prety- 
man,  Apr.  25,  1028. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Apr  2G,  1168. 

University  of  Leeds  Bill 

c.  2r.»  Apr.  19,  516. 
Urlingford 

Workhonse— Refusal  to  allow  Buard  Room 
to  be  uhchI  for  Meetings. 

Q.    Mr.  J.  Devlin  ;   A.    Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  Apr.  28,  1451. 
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Vaccination 

Proeeoation  at  Thames  Police  Court,  Stepi 
to  be  taken  with  regard  to. 

Q.  Mr.  Crooks  ;  J.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Apr.  26,  1049-1060. 

PuUic  Vaccinators,  Members  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  appointed  as. 

Q.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  A,  Mr.  W.  Loag, 

Apr.  20,^1^ 

Scotland. 

Annual  Report  Presented,  Apt,  IS,  6 ; 
Apr.  19,  481. 

Lymph  for,  Annual  Sum  paid  to  Dc 
Braxall  for. 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;     A.     Mr.   G. 
Lawson,  Apr.  18,  380. 

Vagrancy 

Hyde  Park,  in,  Introducing  Legidation  as 
to. 
Q.   Mr.  Coghill ;  A.   Mr.  A.  Doug- 
las,  Apr.  25,  1050. 

Laws — Amendment  su^^ested. 
Q.    Mr.  S.   Ormsby^ore;    A.    Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  18,  378. 

Valuation  Acts 

Ireland — Select  Committee  of  loquiry— 
Report  Presented,  Apr.  18,  397. 

Date  of  Introduction. 
Q.    Mr.  Trevelywi ;  A.    Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Apr.  18,  395. 

c  Intro.,  Apr.  26,  1199. 
IR.*  ^pr.;^,  1203. 

Debate  on  Introduction  [Commons!  Apr. 
26,  1199. 
Appeal,  Alteration  in  Law  as  to,  1202. 

Division  of  Areas  into  Districts,  aad 
Appointment  of  Valnatioo  Com- 
mittees, 1201. 

Law  as  to  Valuation,  Neoeesity  for 
Amendment  of,  1199,  120O,  1201 

Railways  and  Canals  to  be  dealt  with 
in  a  separate  measure,  1202. 

Schedule  of  deductions  to    be  made 

from  gross  estimated  ymlue,  1201, 

1202. 
Single  Authority  for  valuation   and 

assessment     purposes,    propomd, 

Apr.  26, 1201. 

Surveyor  of  Taxes  to  be  present  at 
meetings  of  valuation  Committees, 
proposed,  1201. 

Two  assessment  authorities  for  each 
area.  Confusion  caused  by,  1200. 

Uniformity  of  Valuation  and  Assess- 
ment, steps  to  be  taken  to  secure, 
1201. 

Valuation  Committees 

Appointment  of,  for  areas  oontain' 
ing  a  population  of  not  less 
than  50,0(X),  1201. 

Composition  of,  1202. 

Ventilation  of  the  House  of  Commoni 

see  Parliament— House  of  Commons. 
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Victoria  and  Albert  HiiBeuiii 

BoildiDgs— Date  of  Completion. 

Q.  Mr.  Coghill ;  A,  Lord  Balcarres  Apr. 
15,356. 

Victoria  Vniyersity  of  Hanchester  Bill 
e.  2R.'  Apr,  19,  516. 

Victualling  Tarda 

Unskilled   labonrers,   character  of   work 


performed  by,  and  rate  of  Waj^e. 
0.  Capt.  Norton,  Apr,  US,  49,  51. 

Vincent,  Sir  E.  [Exeter] 

National  Expenditure— Committee  Report, 
Opportunity  of  Discossion,  etc.,  Apr, 
19,  537. 

Vincent,  CoL  Sir  C.  E.  H.  [Sheffield,  Central] 
Aliens  Bill,  2r.,  Apr,  95,  1135. 

Auxiliary  Forces,  Administration  of — 
Deferring  Changes  until  Receipt  of 
Report  of  Royal  Commission,  Apr.  18, 
369. 

Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.,  Apr,  15, 
323. 

Viviiection 

see  Animals,  Experiments  on. 


Ajyr.  12— Apr.  28. 

Wales— <wi^, 

Glyn-Traian  National  School,  Draft  Final 

Order  for.  Holding  local  inriuiry  into. 

Q,    Mr.    H.    Roberts;    A,   JSir  W. 

Anson,  Apr.  £7,  1298-1299. 

Holyhead  Harbour— Provision  of  facilities 

for  landing  passengers  and  goods,  etc. 

Os,  Mr.  G.  Griffith,  Apr.  28,  1511, 

1512  ;  Mr.  W.  Jones,  1517  ;  Mr. 

W.  Jones,  1517 ;  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 

1524. 


Volunteers 

Ammunition,  Sipplying  at  same  rate  as  to 
Militia  and  Yeomanry,  proposed 
Oi.     Mr.   Ains worth,   Mr.   Arnold - 
Forster,  Apr.  U,  224. 

Creen,  Lieutenant,  Court  of  Inquiry  into 
Case  of.  Charges,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Rea  ;  ^.  Mr.  Arnold  Forster, 
Apr.  SI,  844-845. 

Courts- Martial,  Powers  of  and  rules  of 
procedure. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Apr,  IS,  138,  139, 
148,  149 ;  Mr.  C.  Warner,  141  : 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  148,  149, 
150  ;  Mr.  Dalziel,  149,  150  ;  Sir 
R.  Finlay,  149;  Mr.  Dalziel, 
Apr,  14,  290 ;  Sir  R.  Finlay, 
291. 

Med  t Is  for  Long  Service  —  Considering 
Military   Service   afte&   Transfer   to 
Naval  Corps. 
Q,  Mr.  Kearley ;  A.  Mr.  Pretyman, 
Apr,  £6,  1027. 

Wages. 

Army  Ordnance   Denartment — Labourers' 
Wages  in  Ireland. 
Q.  Mr.  C.   Hay;   A.   Mr.   Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  19,  526. 

Dockyards,  see  that  title, 

Wales. 

Cardigan  Bay,  Provision  of  Harbours  of 
FUfuge  in,  proposed* 
0.    Mr.  Humphreys-Owen,  Apr.  S8, 
1529. 

Carmarthen,  see  thcU  title. 

Education,  see  that  title — Wales. 

Ill 


WalsaU, 

Polling  DiBtriote— Council  Order  altering 
certain  districts  in  the  Borough,  Apr. 

25,  943,  953. 

Walton,  Mr.  J.  [Yorkshire,  W.B.,  Bamsley, 
Financial  position  of  the  Country,  Apr.  $1, 
910,  911. 

Taxation,  Remission  of— Proportion  be- 
tween the  direct  and  indirect  taxpayer, 
Apr,  £1,  912,  913  ;  Apr.  26,  1273. 

Tea,  Additional  duty  of  2d.  per  pound  on 
— Budget  proposal,  Apr.  SI,  913  ;  Apr. 

26,  1272. 

Walton,  Mr.  J  L.  [Leeds,  S.  ] 

Leeds  Telegraph  Office,  Learners  in.  Pro- 
viding Appointments  for,  Apr,  25, 
1030. 


War 


See  also  titles  South  African  War,  Russo- 
Japanese  War,  etc. 

Preparations  for— Appointment  of  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  present,  pro- 
posed* 
Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hope ;  A.    Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Apr,  IS,  82. 


War  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Mr.   H. 
Forster. 


O.    Arnold- 


Under  Secretary— Ea^l  of  Donoughmore. 
Financial    Secretary — Mr.    W.    Bromley- 
Davenport. 

Contracts  for  Arms  and  War    Material- 
Allocation  of,  between  Ordnance  Fac- 
tories and  the  Trade. 
Q,    Mr.  Crooks;   A,   Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr.  26,  1190-1191. 
Cottages  in  Wiltshire,  Notices  to  quit. 
Q,  Lord  £.  Fitzmaurice  ;  A.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster,  Apr,  26,  1181. 

Ordnance      Department  —  Establishment 
of  buying  section. 

0.  Mr.  C.  Hobhouse,  Apr.  14,  252. 

Reconstitution  Committee. 

Adoption   of  Recommendations  of— 
Allowing  opportunity  for  Discus- 
sion. 
Qs.    Mr.   C.  Hobhouse,   Sir  H. 
Campbell  Bannerman  ;  As. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Apr.  26, 
1197. 

\covU. 
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War  Office-«w<. 

Reoomtitation  Committee—ecm/. 

Financial  System  recommended  by — 

Changes      proposed  —  Affording 

^cilities   for   discuwing   in    the 

HoaM. 

Q.    Mr.  6.  Bowles;   A.    Mr. 

Arnold  -  Forster,   Apr.  14, 

192. 

Report  of— Health   of   the  Army,— 
Discussion  of  portion  of  Report 
'     relating  to. 

Q.  Sir  M.  Foster  ;  A,  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Apr.  It,  23. 

Qs,  'Sir  J.  Tuke,  Dr.  Farqu- 
harson  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, ^pr.  75,83. 

Warden  Estate 

Compulsory  Sale  of— Purchase  by  land 
speculator  alleged. 

0.  Mr.  Murphy,  Apr,  13,  166. 

Wamer,  Mr.  T.  C  T.  [Stafford,  Lichfield] 
Army. 

Act,  Reprinting  with  Amendments 
every  year,  proposed,  Apr,  IS, 
141, 142. 

Guns  for  Ihe  Artillery — Expenditure 
on  Obsolete  guns,  Apr,  14,  213. 

Lance,  Proposed  abolition  of,  Apr,  14, 
233. 

Pay,  Forfeiture  of — Right  of  appeal 
to  Court-Martial,  Apr,  13,  142. 

Rifles. 

Now  pattern,  Cost  of,  Payments 
for,  etc.,  Apr^  I4,  225. 

Place  of  Manufacture,  Apr.  14, 
233. 

Relative  cost  of  manufacture  by 
the  Government  and  the 
Trade,  Apr,  I4, 242. 

Schoolmasters,  military  and  civilian, 
Placing  on  the  same  footing,  Apr, 
25,  112. 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  2r.,  Apr,  IS,  141. 

Expenditure — Treasury  control  over  spend- 
ing departments,  Apr,  26,  1226. 

House  of  Commons — Smoking-room  sc- 
commodatioo.  Inadequacy  of,  Apr,  28, 
1493. 

Militia — Accoutrement  grievances,  Apr, 
14,274. 

Wason,  Kr-  J*  C-  [Orkney  and  Shetland] 
Africa,     East— Jewish     Colonial     Trust, 
Tabling  Papers  relating  to,  Apr,  t6, 
1196. 

Congo  Free  State,  Foreign  Traders  in — 
Confiscation  of  Merchandise,  etc.,  Apr. 
$6,  1194-1196. 

Gilbert  Islands,  Maladministration, alleged 
—Inquiry— Tabling  Report,  propobed, 
Apr,  27,  1294,  1296. 
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Waaon,  Mr.  J.  C.—<»nt. 

Poor  Law,  Scotland— Medioal  Attesdaaee 
for  Paupers— Rules,  etc,  Apr.  IS,  %. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  poond  on— Budget 
Proposal,  Apr.  t6,  1273. 

Wawn,  Kr.  E.  [Clackmannan  and  KimtMs] 
Africa,    South — Gkurison — I^ian  Contn- 
butions  towards  Expenditure,  TaUiif 
Indian  Dissents  from,  Apr.  S5,  ICdi. 

Agriculture  in  ScoUand,  Nombo^of  Per- 
sons engaged  in.  Apr.  SI,  947. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Educatioti  — 
Grants  for  TullisUaa  and  CoItom, 
Apr.  go,  685. 

Water  BailifEi,  Ireland 

Limerick  Board  of  Conserrators — Employ- 
ment  of  Persons   Fined    for    UlegBl 
Fishing,  alleged. 
Q,    Mr.    W.   Redmond;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr.  14^  189. 

Wayi  and  Means 

Committee   of  —  Suspensicm    of    Twehe 
o'clock  rule. 
Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour]  Apr.  19, 

640;  Apr,gl,SS^ 
0$,    Sir  H.   Campbell-BannonBui. 
Mr.    A.    J.    Balfour,    Sir   W. 
Haroourt,  Apr,  tO,  094. 

Wednesfleld 

Cottage     Homae  —  Ezceeaive     Corponl 
Punishment  in— Size  of  Birdi  oted, 
etc. 
Q,    Sir   W.    Foster;    A.    Mr.  W. 
Long,  Apr.  27,  1291. 

Weights  and  Measures  BiU 

c  2R.  Apr,  16,  302. 

DebcUe  on  Second  Beading  [Commooa]  Apr. 

15,  302. 

Appointment  and  Control  of  Inapee- 

tors  ^Powers  of  Board  of  Ti«dflu 

822.  ^ 

Capacitjr  and  Length,  Markiqg  D». 
nominations  on  Measures,  no- 
posed,  313. 

Certificates  of  Snitalnlity  f or  Um  ms 
of  Appliances— Powen  of  Boaid 
of  Trade  as  to,  811,  812,  316,  S18. 

Committee  of  Inquiry  into  SyateoL 
Findings  of,  304,  817,  821,  io. 

Disputes  between  Inspectora  and 
Manufacturers,  Powers  of  Board 
of  Trade  to  Decide,  322. 

General  Principles  of  the  Bill,  802: 
307,  308,  311,  321,  322. 

History  of  the  Matter,  303. 

Local  Authorities,  Attitude  of,  towards 
Proposed  Amendments,  304^  806, 
olO,  322. 

Metric  System. 

Adoption  of,  en  bloc,    propoMd. 
309,  310,  311,  319.  ^^ 
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Weights  and  Measures  Bill— con^ 
Debate  on  Second  Reading --ccnl^ 
Metric  System — cont. 

Clauses  relating  to,  Withdrawal 
of,  320,  321,  323, 324. 

Troy  Weight  and  Apothecaries 
weight,  Abolition  of,  pro- 
posed, 309,  311,  313,  314,  315, 


[Wei— Warn 


Model  regulations  of  Board  of  Trade, 
Impossibility  >  of  enforcing,  306, 
.307. 

Periodical  re-verification  of  weights, 
measures,  and  weighing  instru- 
ments, 308,  312,  315,  319,  320, 
322. 

Postal  Scales,  Inspection  of,  proposed, 
317. 

Principle  of  Act  of  1878  as  applied  to 
Act  of  1889,  306. 

Rebate  in  lieu  of  discount.  System  of, 
308,  309,  310. 

Referring  to  Select  Committee,  pro- 
posed, 324,  325, 326. 

Uniformity  in  administration  of  Acts, 
Necessity  for,  302,  303,  306,  307, 
314, 315,  316,  317,  318, 319,  321. 

Verification  Officers  and  Inspectors, 
Proposals  as  to,  308. 

Weir,  Kr.  J.  0.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 
Army. 

Breakfast  provided  forSoldiers,  Nature 
of.  Apt.  U,  291. 

Cordite,  Estimate  for,  Apr,  IJk,  222. 
223. 

Rifles,  Plaoe  of  manufacture,  relative 
cost  of,  in  Government,  and  out- 
side, factories,  etc.,  Apr,  14, 245, 
246. 

Small-arm  and  machine  gun  ammuni- 
tion, Estimate  for,  Apr,  14,  222, 
224. 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  2r.,  Apr,  I4,  291. 

Avoch,  Construction  of  Harbour  at,  pro- 
posed, Apr,  28,  1513-4. 

Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act  Amend- 
ment  Bill— Date  of  Second  Reading, 
Apt,  18,  395. 

Dog  Tax,  Proposed  Reduction  of,  in  Scot- 
land, Apr,  98,  1432. 

Education. 

Cookery  Instruction  in  Scotch  Schools, 
Apr,25,\(^, 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Children, 
making  Provision  for,  Apr,  25, 
1029. 

Teachers  in  Crofting  Counties,  Number 
of— School  Board  Pensions  granted 
since  1898,  Apr,  25,  1063. 
Fisheries,  Scotch,  Protection  of,  Names  of 

Vessels  engaged  in,  Apr,  19,  532. 

House  of  Commons,  Ventilation  and  Sani- 
tation of,  Apr,  J»,  1482. 
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Weir,  Mr.  J.  0.— €on<. 
India. 


Agricultural  Banks  in,  Apr.  28,  1432- 
1433. 
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Telegraphic  Rates  to.  Reduction  of, 
Apr,  18,  375. 

Lewis,  Isle  of. 

Cemeteries,  Insanitary  Condition  of, 
Apr.  25,  1053. 

Congested  state  of,  Apr,  18,  471. 

Cromore-Gravir  Road,  Grant  for  Con- 
struction of,  Apr.  25,  1029. 

Lymph  for  Scotland,  Annual  Sum  paid  to 
Dr.  Blaxall  for,  Apr,  18,  380. 

Portnaffurin,  Construction  of  Harbour  of 
Refuge  at,  proposed,  Apr,  28,  1513. 

Railway  at  Halbeath,  Fifeshire  —  Level 
Crossing,  providing  suitable  Protection 
at,  Apr.  25,  1050-1051. 

Savings  Banks  —  Annuities,  Terminable, 
Payment  of,  Apr,  27,  1365. 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on— Budget 
proDOsal,  Apr,  26, 1^ ;  Apr,  27, 1310- 

Tilak,  Mr.,  Prosecution  of— Expenditure, 
Authority  responsible  for  Prosecution, 
etc,  Apr.  14, 187. 

Trinidad— Disturbances  at  Port  of  Spain- 
Report,  date  of  issue,  Apr,  14,  190. 

Ullapool  Naval  Baae,  Construction  of—' 
Progress  of  Work,  Apr.  18,  368. 

Welby,  Lieut-CoL  A.  C.  E.  [Taunton] 
Army. 

Act,    Reprinting   with   Amendments 

every  year,  proposed,  Apr,  IS,  143. 

Cavalry  Horses,  reduction  in  weight 

carried^by,  Apr,  I4,  275. 
Guns. 

Auxiliary    Forces,    arming  with 
modern   weapons,    Apr,   14, 

New  pattern   of    quick  •  firing, 
nature  of,  Apr,  I4,  221. 
Lances  and   Si^rds,    Decision  as   to 
retention  of,  Apr,  I4,  225. 

Pay,  Forfeiture  of— Right  of Jappeal  to 
Court-martial,  Apr,  IS,  143. 

Window  blinds  for  Officers'  qnarters, 
cost  of,  Apr,  14^  284. 

Army  [Annual]  Bill,  2R.  Apr,  IS,  143. 

Wellington  College 

Report  of  Governors  for  1903  presented. 
Apr,  22,  943,  953. 

Wellington  [SomerBet]  Oas  Bill 

I,  2R.*  Apr,  25, 1015. 
Rep.»  Apr,  28, 1406. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Outdoor  Relief  [Friendly  Societies]  Bill- 
Notice  of  Motion,  Apr,  28,  1409, 
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Legality  o 
Qs,  MrJ 


West  Down 

Pkurliamentary  EleotioD— Recommendation 
of    Deputy    Master    of    the    Mint, 
zality  of,  etc 

if.  Mr.aMacNeilUMr.  MaoVeagh, 
Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  i4|ir,  57, 1307-1309. 

West  Indies 

Cotton  Cultivation   in,  Development  of, 
proposed. 
Os,  Mr.  Peel,  Apr.  27,  1388  ;  Mr.  Lyttel- 
ton,  1393. 

West  Metropolitan  Bailway   [Abandon- 
ment] Bill 

c.  2r.*  Apr.  19,  5ia 

Weston-snper-Hare  Qrand  Pier  BUI 

c.  Rep.*  Apr.  ^,  951. 

Wexford 

Fishery  Piers  in,  Construction  and  Repair 
of. 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  18,  385. 

Weymouth 

School  accommodation,  Provision     of  — 
Decision  of  the  Board. 
Q.  Mr.   E.  Griffith;   A.    Sir   W. 
Anson,  Apr  15,  299. 

Wharton,  Et  Hon.  J.  L.  [York,  W.R., 

Ripon] 
Licensing  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  ISO,  716. 

Wheat 

I ndia-~ Amount  exported  from,  in  1902-3. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Craig;    A.   Mr.    Brodrick, 
Apr.  14,  186. 

Whiskey. 

Adulteration  of,  in  Grovemment  Ware- 
houses, Steps  to  be  taken  as  to. 

Q.  Mr.  MacVeagh;  A.  Mr.  V. 
Cavendish,  April  25^  1048-1049. 

White,  Mr.  6.  [Norfolk,  N.W.] 

Education — Authorities  bringing  the  A<t 
into  Force— Number  in  each  month 
since  April,  1903,  etc.,  AprU  18,  353, 
354. 

White  Estate,  H.  Longford. 

Sale  of— considering  Application  of  Mary 
Hand. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fftrrell;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  AprU  28,  1447. 

Tenants  evicted  from,  steps  to  be  taken  as 
to. 

0.  Mr.  Gilhooley ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
h^m,  AprU  19,  533. 

Whiteley,  Mr.  0.  [York,  W.  R.,  Pudsey] 

Death  Duties,  raising,  proposed,  April  iS6, 
1249.  ^^ 

Income  Tax  Remissions — Shortening  and 
simi>lifying  procedure  as  to,  pro^KMed, 
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Whiteley  Kr.  H.  [Ashtonunder-Lyne] 


Cotton  Industry,  Condition  of,  April  27, 
1398, 

Whiteley,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Halifax] 

Army. 

Army  Corps  Scheme,  abandonment  ol 
AprU14,2S6. 

Engineers,  increase  of  staff  in  dun. 
AprU  14, 28a 

Rifle  Ranges — ^Amounts  mid  to  Lon- 
don and  Birmin^^iam  SmaU  Aim 
Companies— Vote  chained,  etc, 
Apru  18,  366. 

Rifles,  new  pattern — Payments  made 
in  advance,  alleged,  April  14^  234, 
225. 

Deficit  on  Budget,  method  of  uMe^ns. 
AprU  $1,  936.  -—--6, 

Navy— Victualling. 

Increase  in  estimate  for,  AprU  It,  69. 

Provisions  not  taken  up,  arrangeniento 

as  to  payments  for,  Aw-u  It,  69, 

70. 

Palaces,  increase  in  expoiditare  on,  Av 
;W,  1633.  •     ^ 

Police  on  duty  at  Naval  Dockyarda, 
number  and  pay  of,  AprU  It,  SI. 

Rhodesia  — Hut  Tax,  Collection  of,  br 
British  South  African  Police,  Apr  IS, 
367* 

Tea,  additional  duty  on— Budget  propoasfa, 
Apr.  27,  1351. 

Transvaal  —  Chinese   Labour Rate  of 

Wages,  Apr.  12,  20. 

Kaffir  Wages,  Lowering  of,  by  Com- 
petition,  Apr.  18,  367. 

Whitmore,  Kr.  C.  A.  [Chelsea] 

Tobacco,  contraband— Distribution  of  Bsl- 
anoe,  Apr.  19,  519-^520. 

Whittaker,    Mr.    T.    P.    [Yorkshire.  W.R, 

Spen  Valley] 
Licensing  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  20,  707. 


Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts  Ain<w^|||»|fT>t 
Bill 

/.  Royal  Assent,  Apr.  28, 140fi. 

Wine 

Duties  on,  decrease  in  Revenue  derived 
from. 
Os.  Mr.  Lough,  Apr.  26,  1213. 

WilUanui,  Mr.  A.  0.  [Merionethshire] 
Lioensmg  Bill,  Intro.,  Apr.  20,  72*. 

Wilwa,  Mr.  P.  W.  [Norfolk,  Mid.] 

Anthrax  —  Increase  in  Norfolk  —  Com- 

Bmsa^on  for  Animals  dying  of  Uie 
isease,  proposed,  Apr.  I4, 186. 

House  of  Commons,  Ventilation  and  Sani- 
tation of,  Apr.  28,  1469, 
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Wilaon,    Mr.    H.     J.     [Yorkshire,    W.R., 
Holmfirth] 

Army— Rifles,  Relative  Co«t  of  mftnufac- 
ture  by  the  Oovemment  and  the  trade, 
Apr,  U,  239. 


[Wil— Wjm 


Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Falkirk,  Burghs] 

Private  Legislation  Procedore  (Scotland) 
Act — ^Aoeence  of  M.P.'s  from  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry,  Apr,  18,  381. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Durham,  Mid.] 

Tea,  Additional  2d.  per  pound  on — Budget 
proposal,  Apr,  S7,  1323-5. 

Wiltshire 

War  Office  Cottages  in,  Notices  to  quit. 
Q,  Lord  £.  Fitzmaurice ;  A,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  g6,  1181. 

Wireless  Telegraphy 

Receipt    and     Forwarding     of    Marconi 
Telegrams— Arrangements  with  Post 
Offica 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng  ;  A,    Lord  Stanley, 
Apr.  14,  201. 

Russian  Treatment  of  War  Correspondents 
using. 
Q,   Mr.  R  Jones  ;  A,   Earl  Percy, 
Apr,  00,  675-676. 

Wolff,  Mr.  0.  W.  [Belfast,  E.] 

Education,  Ireland,  Primary— Antiquated 
and  Inadequate  System,  Apr,  18,  466. 

Wolyerhampton  Corporation  Bill 

c  Rep.*  Apr.  13,  74. 

Con.*  Apr.  19,  616. 

3r.«  Apr.  S5, 1021. 
I.  1R.»  Apr.  26,  1166. 

Woollen  Industry 

Ireland— Loans  for  Purchase  of  Machinery 
proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Abrams;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Apr.  14,  204. 

Woolwich 

Rotunda  Guns,  Protection  of. 
Q.    Sir  G.   Bartley;    A.    Mr.   Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  18,  372. 

Workhouses 

Ireland. 

Commission  —  Publishing    Evidence, 
etc 
Q.    Dr.    Thompson;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Apr  28,  1436. 
Lunatics,  Uncertified,  Admission  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Sloan ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Apr. 
18,  384. 

Nursing  in. 

Conmiittee  Report,  dealing  with. 
Q.    Mr.  Schwann;     A.     Mr.    W. 
Long,  Apr.  28,  1431. 
Delay  in  Issuing  New  Order. 
Q.    Mr.    Schwann;     A.     Mr.    G. 
LawBon,  Apr.  21,  849. 
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Workhouses— wn<. 

Urlingford— Refusal  to  allow  Board  Room 
to  be  used  for  Meeting. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Devlin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Apr.  28,  1461. 

Working  Classes 

Compensation. 

Bill,  Date  of  Introduction. 
Q.    Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Apr.  20,  692. 

Inquiry^Progress  of — Crovemment  Bill. 
Q.    Mr.  H.  Samuel;    A.    Mr.  A. 
Douglas,  Apr.  19,  631. 

Incorae-^Average  annual  earnings. 
Q.   Mr.  H.  Samuel ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Balfour, 
Apr.  21,  839. 
Irish,   Housing   of— Date   of  introducing 
Le^pslation,  etc. 
Qi.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Mr.  Nannetti ; 
A.  Mr.    Wyndham,   Apr.    26, 
1056. 

Workmen*s  Trains 

Select  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  working 
and  administration  of  Act  of  1883, 
Appointment  of,  J  pr.  14,  292. 

Works 

First  Gomfnisiioner— Lord  Windsor. 

WorUey,   Et    Hon.  C.    B.    B.,   Temporary 
Cfnairman     of    Committees    [Sheffield, 
Hallam] 
Army  —  Rifles  -  Place    of   manufacture, 

Apr.  14,  239. 
Trades  Unions  and  Trades  Disputes  Bilb 
2E.  Apr.  22,  996. 

Wylie,  Mr.  A.  [Dumbartonshire] 

House  of  Commons,  Ventilation  and  Sani- 
tation of  —  Carrying  out  improve- 
ments, Apr.  28,  1467-9. 

Tea,  Additional  2d,  per  pound  on— Budget 
proposal,  Apr.  27,  1321-2. 

Wyndham,  Et  Hon.  Q.—Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  [Dover] 
Academy    of   Music,    Royal  —  Lack   of 
Accommodation,  Apr.  18,  389. 

Agriculture    and    Technical    Instruction 

Department. 
Annual  Grant    paid   to    North-East 

Agricultural  Association,  Apr.  18, 

389. 
Directory  of.  Consulting  with  Local 

Committees  as  to,  Apr.  18,  391. 

Emigration,  EfiSect  of  work  of  Depart- 
ment on,  Apr,  14,  204. 

Rural  District  Councils,  Assistance  to 
under  Public  Libraries  Act,  Apr. 
12,  21. 
Veterinaiy  Branch. 

Inspectors  Names,  Qualifications, 

etc.,  ^pr.i^,  1436. 
Offidab  transferred  from,  Apr, 

18,  887-8, 
Petition  of  Officers,  Decision  as 
to.  Apr.  18,  366. 
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Wyndham,  Bt  Hoe.  0.— eofif, 

Ballinaoross— Mr.  Robinson's  Farm,  Offer 
to  sell  through  Estates  Commis- 
sionera  in  favour  of  evicted  tenant, 
alleged,  Apr,  I4,  190. 

Belleek  and  Fintona  Loan  Fund  Societies, 
Financial  position  of,  Apr,  12,  23. 

Blaris,  Sunday  Hurling  Matches,  Prohibi- 
tion of— Payment  of  extra  Police,  Apr, 
30,  687,  688  ;  Apr.  31,  853-854. 

Bonamargy  Ruins,  Custody  of,  Apr,  21, 
o5v. 

Cahirciveen  River  Estuary  Buoys,  Au- 
thority having  Power  to  erect,  Apr, 

^,686. 

Clones  Petty  Sessions— Case  of  Dr. 
Tiemey,  Apr,  IS,  78. 

Constabulary. 

Charges  of  Violence  against,  Apr.  20, 
687. 

Counties  remitting  Charges  for  extra 
PoUce  1901-1903-~Name9  of  Coun- 
ties— Amounts  remitted,  Apr.  18, 
364-365. 

District  Inspectors  over  Sixty  Years 
of  Age,  taking  Steps  to  retire, 
Apr.  18,  363. 

Dublin  Castle  Orderlies,  etc.,  Number 
of,  Apr.  18,  384. 

Fund,  Solvency  of— Percentage  paid 
to  Subscribers,  Apr.  28,  1434. 

(Jalway,  Alleged  Assault  by  Constable 
in,  Apr.  18,  302. 

Testimonials,  Public  Collections  for— 
Case  of  Sergeant  Dalton,  Apr.  20, 

688. 

United  Irish  League  Meetings,  Corofin, 
Reason  for  Police  Attendance  at, 
Apr.  19,  534. 

Cusack  Estate,  Progress  of  Sale  of— 
Granting  Return  showing  Names  of 
intending  Purchasers,  Apr.  25,  1056. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children,  Introducing 
Legislation  as  to,  Apr.  18, 385. 

Dingle  Guardians,  Refund  of  Surcharge 
against,  Apr  IS,  386. 

Down  (Co.)  Assizes— Composition  of  Grand 
Jury,  Apr.  12,  22. 

Dublin. 

Castle,  Number  of  Constabulary 
Orderlies,  etc.,  Apr.  18,  384. 

Collie  of  Science,  Newry  Granite  for 
Foundation  of.  Contract  for 
Supply  of,  Apr.  25,  1038. 

Steam  Tramway  to  Blessington— 
Compensation  for  Accidents- 
Names  of  Claimants,  etc.,  Apr.  18, 
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Tram  Car  Licences— Inclusion  in 
Amount  for  Stage  Carriage 
Licences,  Apr.  22,  967. 


Borrisokane  Technical  Clnanes,  AUov^ 
ing  Use  of  Workhouse  f<M-,  Apr.  K 

Dohem  National  School,  Keaaon  for 
Closing,  Apr.  19,  534. 

Droumtacher  National  School — Sakiy 
of  Principal  Teacher — Inspeetioci 
of  School,  etc,  Apr.  18,  364. 

Epidemics  in  Schools,  ReenlatioDs  u 
to  Closing- Teacher's  SaJary,  etc.. 
Apr.  25,  1056. 

Idslea  National  School — Appointmeet 
of  Local  Manager,  Apr.  18,  363- 
364. 

Primary— Antiquated  and  InadequAie 
System,  Apr.  18,  429. 

Training  Colleges,  Approval  of  Omi- 
missioners  to  Settlement  of  li&.>. 
eto. — Claim  of  Provincial  Colleger 
with  respect  to  Free  Hasea, 
Apr.  18,  382,  383. 

Fermanagh. 

Arms  Act,  Proclamatioa  lui'^er, 
Apr.  26,  1185,  1186, 

Estates  in— Delay  in  sale  of,  Apr.  A^ 
1185. 

Fisheries. 

Erne  River,  Laying  down  YoaBg 
Trout  in,  Apr.  26, 1186. 

Wexford  Piers,  Construction  and  Re- 
pair of,  Apr.  18,  385. 

Housing  of  Working  Classes,  Introdnciii^ 
Le^lation  as  to,  Apr.  25,  1055. 

Irish  Language,  Teaching  of. 

Circular  dealing  with,  Withdrawal  cr 
— Counting  Attendances,  Apr.  U, 
390. 

Qualified  Pensioned  Teachers,  Em- 
ploying, Outside  School  Houis 
Ajn-.  25,  1054. 

King-Harman  Estate. 

Compulsory  Sale. 

Circular    issued    to  tenants  by 
solicitors,  Apr.  I4, 189. 

Plant,  W.  H.,  Quality  and  price  of 
land  offered  to — Inspection  bf 
Estates  Commission  Offieer,  pro- 
posed, Apr.  15, 295. 

King*s  County. 

Landlords*  Proceedings  for  Reooverj 
of  Rent  in,  Apr.  25,  1038. 
Labourers  Acts— Reason  for  appointmeot 

of  Mr.  C.  Atkinson,  Apr.  18,  383. 

Labourers'  Cottages. 

Land  taken  for  purposes  of — Selection 
of  Arbitrator,  appeal  from  award, 
etc.  Apr.  25, 1025. 

Sites,  Alterations  of,  Obtaining 
Labourers'  Assent  to,  Apr.  IS, 
391. 
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Queen's  County— Evicted  Tenant^ 
number  of  applications  received 
from,  in  Ossory  Division,  Apr.  13^ 

82. 

Return,  Information  given  in,  Apr, 
iJ,  82. 

Staff,  iosuffieiency  of— Delay  in  deal- 
ing with  Applications,  Apr,  26, 
11B7. 

Land  Judge's  Court — ^Procedure,  Delays, 
etc  —Winding  up  business  of  the  Court 
proposed,  Apr,  IS,  172. 

Land  Purchase. 

Annuities. 

Calculation  of,  under  different 
Acts,  etc.,  Api\  18,  366. 

Repayment  of— Tabling   Receiv- 
able Order  Form,  Apr.  18, 362- 
363. 
Cusack    Estate,    Progress   of    Sale— 
Granting  Return  showing  names 
of  intending  Purchasers,  Apr.  iSo^ 
1066. 

Drummeel  Bog,   Obligation  of  Com 
missioners  to  assume  Position  of 
Public  Trustees  of,  Apr,  26,  1066 
1067. 

Dublin  Gazette,  Publication  of  Particu 
lars  of  Applications,  etc.,  in,  Apr, 
19, 536. 

Fermanagh,  in— Cases  of  Delay  in 
Settlements,  Apr.  26,  1186. 

Forms  for  Sale  and  Purchase,  Tabling, 
Apr.  19,  536. 

King-Harman  Estate. 

Compulsory  Sale — Ciroolar  issued 
to  Tenants  by  Solicitors,  Apr. 
14,  189. 

Plant.  W.  H.,  Quality  and  price 
of  Land  offered  to — Inspection 
by  Estates  Commissioners, 
proposed,  Apr,  15,  296. 

Lloyd's  Estate,  Purchase  of,  b^  Agent 
of  Property  —  Application  of 
evicted  Tenant  for  Ke-instatement, 
Apr,  26,  1054. 

Mahoney  Estate,  Sale  of. 

Delays  and  Irregularities,  alleged, 
Apr.  IS,  116. 

Doherty,  Florence,  Re-instate- 
ment  of,  Apr,  12,  21. 

Negotiations  for  Sale  of,  etc.,  Apr, 
28,  1433. 

White  Estate,  Steps  to  be  taken  as  to 
evicted  Tenants  of,  Apr.  19,  633. 

Limericks 

Board  of  Conservators — Employment 
of  persons  fined  for  ille^  fishing 
as  Water  Bailiffs,  Apr.  I4,  189. 


Wyndham,  Bt  Hon.  Q.-^com, 

Limerick — carU. 

Jews,  Persecution  of— Protection  by 
poHce,  etc.,  Apr.  U,  202,  203  ; 
Apr.  26,  1186,  1187. 

lisbum  Disturbances — Police  protection, 
etc.,  Apr.  19,  667,  668. 

Lislea  National  School — Appointment  of 
Local  Manager,  Apr.  18,  363-364. 

Lloyd's  Estate— Purchase  by  Agent  of 
Property  —  Application  of  evicted 
Tenant  for  Re-instatement,  Apr.  26, 
1064. 

Loan  Fund  Board  Ireland— Legislation— 
Re-introduction  of  Bill,  Apr,  12,  23. 

Londonderry  Prison  Matron  —  Marriage 
during  term  of  service,  alleged,  Apr, 
i^203. 

Luggaourren  Estate— considering  claims 
of  evicted  Tenant  for  Re-instatement, 
Apr.  18,  393-394. 

Lunatics  Asylums. 

Ballinasloe. 

Charge  against  Attendant  Kenny, 
etc.,  Apr.  21,  860-862. 

Medical  Superintendent^  Junior 
Assistant  appointed  to  Post 
of,  etc.,  Apr.  21,  851-852. 

British  soldiers  and  Sailors  in,  Apr.  19, 
623. 

Uncertified  lunatics,  admission  of,  to 
Workhouses,  Apr.  18,  384. 

Magistrates — Case  sent  for  trial  in  opposi- 
tion to  views  of  the  majority  of  local 
magistrates — Action  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Apr.  26,  1026. 

Mahony  Estate,  see  under  svh-headmg 
Land  Purchase. 

Maryborough  Prison— Discontent  a.nong 
Warders  due  to  Conduct  of  Chica 
Warder,  Apr,  28,  1434. 

Monaghan  Agricultural  and  Technical 
dommittee.  Display  of  Party  Flm  at 
Shows  prohibited  by,  Apr.  20,  686. 

National  School  Teachers. 

Appointments  and  Dismissals  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  the 
Managers,  Apr.  18,  436,  461. 

Evening  School  Teachers,  Queen's 
County,  Payment  of  Grants  to 
Apr,  26,  1181. 

King's  Scholars  Training  in  1899- 
1900,  Position,  Date  or  Increment, 
etc.,  Apr.  16,  300. 

Newcastle,  Down,  Voting  Register,  Con- 
stitution of,  Apr,  21,  862. 

Piers  and  Harbours. 

Berehaven  Harbour,  Dredging  of,  Apr. 
19,S3A. 

Castletown  and  Bantry  Harbours, 
dredging  of,  Apr.  19,  534. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Wyn— Yox] 

Wyndham,  Bt  Hon.  Q.-^m. 

Piers  and  Harboars — cont, 

Clegffao  Harbour,  Ck>nneraara,  Date  of 
Commencing  Improvemento  to, 
Apr.  18,  386. 

Wexford  Fishery  Piers,  Constmction 
and  Repair  of,  Apr,  18,  385. 

Public  Libraries  Act,  Number  of  Rural 
District  Councils  adopting,  AprA12, 22. 

Queen's  Colleges. 

Cork-  Term  of  Residence  of  President, 
Ayrf^,  1184,1185. 

Deputy  Presidents,  Names,  Salaries, 
etc.,  Apr.  19,  533. 

Quit  and  Crown  Rents,  Redemption  of. 
Number  of  Years  Purchase  of,  Apr. 
S5,  1037-1038. 

Prices  of,  in  1901,  1902,  and  1903, 
Apr.  19,  535. 

Rae  iSstate,  Kerry,  suggested  Purchase  of, 
by  Congested  Districts  Board,  Apr. 
18,  387. 

Ratbmines— Division  into  Wards,  Delay 
in  holding  Inquiry  as  to,  Apr.  19, 535. 

Tipperanr    Urban    Council    Surcharges,  - 
Auditor's  Costs,  Apr.  18,  388. 

Tithe  Rents,  Redemption  of. 

Number  of  Years  Purchase  of,  Apr.  iS6, 
1037-1038. 

Prices  of,  in  1901,  1902,  and  1903, 
Apr.  19,  535. 

Water  Bailifls— Limerick  Board  of  Con- 
servators,  employment  by,  of  persons 
fined  for  illegal  nshing,  aUeged,  Apr. 
IJf,  189. 

Wexford  Piers,  Construction  and  Repair 
of,  ^pr.  18,  385. 

While  E{)tate,  Tenants  evicted  from, 
Steps  to  be  taken  with  regard  to, 
Apr.  19,533. 

Woollen  Industries,  eta— Assistance  to 
purchase  machinery  proposed,  ^pr.  14, 

Workhouses. 

Commission  on,  publishing  Evidence, 
etc.,  Apr.  S8,  1435. 

Lunatics,  uncertified.  Admission  of, 
^fir,i^,384. 

Teomanry 

Forster,  Sergeant  W.  C,  Arrears  of  Pay 
due  to,  Cause  of  Delay  in  Payment. 
"     Mr.    S.    MacNeill         '      " 
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A.  Mr. 
Arm^d-Forster,  Apr.  28,  1439- 
1440. 


of— Number   of  Regi- 
etc.,   1902  and 


ments   inspected    1902    and    1903— 
owances, 


Inspector-General 
ments  inspect 
Salary,  AUoth 
1903. 

q'.     Mr.    Peel;    A.    Mr.    Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  26, 1191-1192. 
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Training  —  Motor  Cycles   for 
carrying,  etc.,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Allhusen ;  A.  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Apr.  27, 1292, 1293. 

Terbnrgh,  Kr.  E.  A.  [Chester] 

Macedonia— Civil  Assessors,  Tabhng  Re- 
ports of,  Apr.  18,  360. 

Navy, 

Battleships,  Construction  of,  by 
foreign  countries  —  number  pro- 
jected and  building,  tonnage,  etc, 
Apr.  15, 296. 

Defences,  Rc^gulations  as  to  AdmiadoQ 
of  Foreigners  to  view,  Apr.  U^ 
1026-1027. 

Submarmes. 

Al,  loss  of— Possibility  of  sariog 
life  by  more  expeditious  sal- 
vage, Apr.  16,  296. 

Fittings  to  Facilitate  Saltage, 
proposed,  Apr.  15, 296. 

Total  Warship  Tonnage,  1895  and 
1904,  and  or  Continental  Comitria 
and  United  States,  Apr.  25, 1028 

Torkahire  (West  Biding) 

Registrar  Practising  as  Solicitor— Order 

f  resented,  Apr,  26,   1177;  Apr.  S8, 
406. 

Torktown  and  Blaokwater  Oas  Bill 
c.  2R.*  Apr.  19,  516. 

Toughal  Bay 

Salmon  Fisheries-  Restrictions  placed  on 
Fishermen,  taking  steps  with  regard 
to. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  ^.  Kr.  Atkin- 
son, Apr.  27,  1306. 

Young,  Mr.  a  [Cavan,  E.] 

Education,  Ireland. 

Primary — Antiquated  and  inadaqoato 
system,  Apr.  18,  424. 

Teachers— iSr^a^uf  and  remuneration 
grievances,  Apr,  18, 426. 

Epidemics  in  Schools— Rmilationa  ai  to 
Closing— Teacher's  Salary,  eta,iF» 
25.  1065-1066. 

Tonng  and  Bell's  Patents  Bill. 

e.  Rep.*  Apr.  14,  182. 

3R.*  Apr.  18,  349. 

I.  Royal  Assent,  Apr.  28, 1405. 

Yoxall,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Nottingham,  W.] 

CivU  Service  aerks— Abstractor  Claas- 
Age  Limit  for  Appointmenta,  Af'. 
18,  355. 
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This  book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  of  five  cents  a  day  is  incurred 
by  retaining  it  beyond  the  specified 
time. 

Please  return  promptly. 
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